Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisivns of the Government
of India Act, 1935

Tue AssemMpLY met in  the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, the 15th February 1938.

Panel of Chairmen

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I nominate the following hon. members
to constitute a panel of Chairmen for the present session =—

1. Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt, B.L., C.LE.

2. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury, B.L,
3. Mr. A. F. Bendall.
4

. Srijut Rupnath Brahmg, B.1.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oryzl answers were given)

Re. Cultivatiogp of Cinchona in Assam

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

*1. Will the Hon’ble Ministgr be pleased to state—
(2) The steps taken by Government to root out the Malarial fever
from Assam ?
(b)) Whether Quinine is tpe only medicine for Malaria ? .
. (¢) Ifso, what steps have Government taken for the cultivation of
Cinchona ?

*2.(a) Are Government awgyre that the Cinchona cultivation is a pro-
fitable concern ?

(b) If so, what steps have Government taken for the plantation of

Cinchona in Assam ? ¢

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

1.(a)—The h fe 1 lies given to questions
Nos.615. on. member 1yay reier to the replies g q
Assserx}g] }?—16 asked by Babu Rabipdra Nath Aditya at the last Session of the

(b)—No. Quinine is however of course the principal drug in usc.
and (C)—Qovernment have fyom time to time examined the question,
an enquiry is now being mgyde by an expert deputed by the Imperial

ouncil of Agricultural Reseaych into the possibilities of caltivation in
Assam, ¥
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2.(a)—Yes, at present prices ; and in suitable lacalities.
(b)—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to question 1(¢).
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHEMIN: Has Government planted some
quantity of Cinchona trees as an experimental measure ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ves, Sir.

Re. appointment of Marwaris in the Assam Junior and Senior Civil
Service

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

*3, Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether there is any Marwari in the Senior or Junior Civil
Service of the province ?
(&) If the answer is in the negative, do Government propose to
appoint such a man when the next vacancy occurs ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

3.(a)—No.
(b)—Any Marwari candidate must take his chance w

ith other candi-
dates. ]

(Starred Questions 4—7 were not put as the questioner Srijut Debeswar
Sarmah was absent).

Re. Gauriporc-R2ha Road
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY asked :

*3. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of scctions by which the Gauripore-Roha Road is

divided ?

(b) Whether the portion-of Gauripore-Roha Road falling within the

Goalpara Subdivision was ever included in the Road Board
Programme ?

(¢) 1fso, what steps have Government taken to

project ?

(d) If not, whether Government propose to include it in future

thc Road Board Programme ?

(e) Whether the said road, connects the three different

Dhubri, Goalpara and Barpeta ?
(f) Whether it is connected with many feeder roads to the Eastern
Bengal Railway ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : . :

8. (a)—The question 1s somewhat dlﬂ.ficp]_t to answer.
through two subdivisions but could be divided up into
different sections.

(b)—A portion of the road from Salmara up to the Champamati river
was considered in the provisional programme of 1928 |, omitted from lh‘f:
final programme as selected by the Road Board in 1929,

(-)—Does not arise,
(d)—Not at present.

give effect to that
, in

subdivisions,

The road passes
any number of
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(¢)—TIt passes through two subdivisions and joins a third one.
f)—Yes.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I kr;ow what are the
reasons that the road was not included in the programme :

The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I am not in a position to sa* what happened nine years ago.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is it not a very important road ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Siiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADI:TI.-LA:
As it passes through two sub livisions and joins a third it must be an impor-
tant road.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Are Government prepared to
include this road in the proz-amme of projects to be taken upin the near
future ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The present programme has already been settled by a committee appointed
by this House. Unless and antil that programme is finished I am not pre-
pared to say that this particular road will be taken up.

~

Maulavi MUHAMMA D AMJAD ALI asked:

*0. With reference to q 1estions 8 (b) and (¢) above, will Governmeat
be pleased to state—

(@) What was the rec>mmendation of the District Officer in the
matter ? e

() Whether it has got development value by increasing facilities
for marketing und for enabling motor-transport to develop ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

9. (a)—The District Officer recommends the present proposals in the

Board of Communications scheme (1937) in preference to this road.

(b)—Yes. The same may be «aid for practically all roads in Assam
but the present proposal of the Board of Communications (1937) are consi-
dered of far greater value to the Goalpara district than the development of
this road.

Mulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know the reason for re
commending the other road in preference to this road ?

Tae H>’ole Maulavi Siyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I cannot vouchsafe the reasons that weighed with the District Officer. 0024

Maiulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Will Govcrrplmcnt be pleas
to enquire about the reasons given by the District Officer *

Taz H)a’ble Miulav: Saiyid Sir MUH:&_M‘LVIAD sf‘@%ﬁ;
Government find no reason to enquire because even if an cnqulf)(’i mt ed by
they are not in a position to change the programme which was falogia and
the Cuniﬁunichxtion Board and forwarded to the Government of 1t
accepted by the Transport Advisory Council. :

. M rul avi MUHAIBIMAD AM}AD AL{: The Government admlt;c tlil:f
Z}llllfélsﬁn 1mportant road. My I know the reason why it should not
¢ 10 the Road Programme in the near future ?
_Ihe Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLAS
{)dfd llmctl S;}_’ that it should not be included. What I said was that it ¢
¢ 1ncluded 1n the present ! .
; Maulayi MUH;ﬁlMIng?ﬁ?XD ALI: May I know whether there 15
an idea of including this road in the near future ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa’yid Sir MUHAVIVIAD SAADULLA.: ']_“hc
matter will be considered when thz next Roadl Bsard programme is for-
mulated.

' Re road between Jogighopa and Chapaguri
. ‘Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

®10. - Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) When the road between Jogighopa to Cha >1zu i was taken up by
the Road Board ? o)

(6) The reason of leaving the gap on the Haripani over this road ur-
bridged ?

() The name of the officer who was the District Magistrate at the
: time whep the improvement of the road was started ? )
(@) Wh}f'ggvasglls recommendation with reoard to the road and this
riage : =
“ *11. Wx‘th reference to the reply to question No. 10 given at the last
Inter Session of the Assembly wil]j Government be pleased to state —
(a) The amount,

i Put of the sanciioned esti ate of Rs. 1,75,53»
utilised for t nctioned estima » 19,

he improvement t 5 2
, (6) The amount of surplus left ? A Eisipad

(c) The reason of leaving (he
e unbridged in spite of

gap at Haripani over this road
2 (d) _‘Whether itisa fact that

the surplus ? ‘
the huge sum of money spent by Govern-

ment to improve the road from Jogigl Cnapaguri will

o be useless if th, : ogighopa to Gnaj
5 o at stream

: (6) Whethes ey stream is not bridged ?

authorities of the
dy sent proposals to the Post-
over this road ? carrying of the mails by motor
() W'thhf{r Government Propose to

carrying of mails by brj

Th H 2 A . s 4 =
replieds  ChPle Maulavi Saiyig g, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

10.(a)—The road was sele ‘

: . : cted for improvement under the Second ‘Road
Board programme in 1928, but that Programme had to be closed down on
efficted, It I cLa stringency before the improvement of the road could be

-t : as‘been taken 131'4 forclimpiovemcnt under the Assam Communi-
: and the work is near; letion
b)—Th ; ) : aring comple .
o aSlEC()i b9 hie hon. member is refory ¢ reply given to the same ques-

m at'the S ed to th
Question 102(c) ¢ the September Session, 1937, of the Assembly-—
Mukherj'

(Budget)
(¢)—Rai Bahadur P, G S - )

: P as th P
para, in 1928 when the Second Road Board ;Loigit;gtwaﬁd ?ag;lzt;a‘ig_ Goal

J give better facilities for the
dging this stream ?

(d()-——None.
11. (2)—The probable tota] ey ,
Rs. 1,65,190 and the probabje requirement in 103g.55°. S0 Of 1937-38 is

éFh’v:p'mb(;;;)le s;nzing works out at Rs. 340 only 39 is R, 10,000 and thus
and (c)—The questions ( ;
(d)—Certainly not, "> 4o ot arise.

(e)—Yes.

(f)—Not at present,

penditure uptg

e

. ‘ 13
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Bringing of Barpathar and Sarupathar mauzas under Criminal Law
and Procedure

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

*12. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state definitely when: the

two mauzas of Barpathar and 3arupathar will be brought -under the - ordi-
nary Criminal Law and Procedure ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

12.—Ne de nite date can be given. )
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Is Gove}rnmcnt scr;ous gbout
it and whether any steps are being taken .:md if so, what steps ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA]]::JI;L;;;
I suppose, Sir, the hon. member has got no right to complain -abou
seriousness or the part of the Government. ] .
i X : f seriousness.
Sr’ju* RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: No question o Sl
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

But the hon. member asked that question.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: What I mean to askis if iany
steps have been taken ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

yes Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Ifso, whatsteps haven been
ken ?

@ t:!']I'hf.- Hon’ble Miulavi Saiyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA_ :

Steps have certainly been taken. This is a matter which relates to a partially

excluded arca and, therefore, the matter shall have to be ¥cf,errcctl -ta. the

higher authorities. We have already taken up the matter in. hand.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Re medical practitioners who received Government subsidy
Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked:

i te the names, addresses and:
1. Will Government be pleased to state t ) 50852
qualificatic ns of the private medical practitioners who have received subsidy

out of the grant of Rs.8,000 made this year, as also the amount received by
each of them ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY repied :

1.—Government have called in their resolution - No.4424JL.S.‘ng?§_tl:§;
18th December 1937 for the proposals as regards the places w'h‘q"r'cﬁ su nts_tx___lsa
doctors will be entertained, and they will be prepared to f‘urmshbt ei r;ﬁg:
tion desired at a later date when the actual appointments have een made.
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Re remission of land revenue
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked:

2. (a) Are Government aware that when a remission of land revenue
was] ranted to the tenants of the temporary settled estate of Sidli, no such
!emi:g;on was granted to the tenants of the temporary settled estate of

e 2D o 1! - .
e (b) If the answer to question No.2(a) is in the affirmative, will Govern-
2
be pleased to state the reason ?
o (c)p Do Government propose to treat the tcnants of the temporary
settled estate of Bijni equally with those of the temporary settled estate of
Sidli ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

2. ()& (b)—By the “temporary settled estate of 3‘-13“” ‘:. I?BR"’.S“'"(:;] the
Bijni Pargana is meant: this is settled with 53}:6 - iasjs?or:)has IIJ)I;::nanmn?oc;
direct with the tenants as is the case in Sidli. = A re tates under Govc%‘n‘l .
to the settlement holders of Sidli who hold their es Biini a ‘ar e
but not to the Raja of Bijni. The rates of rent in Dini pargan e very
moderate and hence no remission is necessary-

(¢)—The matter is under consideration.

Generalisation of sectional holiday
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :

3. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be P_’Ca-“Cd to state whc:fh_cr }.1is
attention has been drawn to a resolution passed i1 the All Assam Ministeria]
Officers’ Conference held at Sylhet on the 27th December 1937 under the
Presidency of Khan Bahadur Mofizur Rahman, M.L.A., for generalising the
sectional holidays allowed to the Muslim emplcyees as usual holidays, in
view of the increased number of Muslim clerks in all offices ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replicd :ch

;}:ulu}i Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :  Sir, is i
not a fact that the Moslem clerks find it a great inconvenience if these are

8 sectional holid ? .

*““‘&iﬁ“‘i’:ﬁ.."i‘ﬂe Maulavi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;

ay be 5o, Sir. But the reason why Government cannot convert
Jt.m holidays into general ones is that in Assam: the numl;’uer of hohd:ays ig
tl;:::dy 45 as against 18 in the Central Government’s  Secretariat at
N

Delhi.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: wyj
shié Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconsider the question ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MJHAMMAD SAADULLA ,
not prepared to have the sectional h_chda};s converted at present,
i:;lm already enjoys the largest number of holidays :

1938.] QUESTIONS 15

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will Government state whether by

the introduction of these sectional holidays the work of the Muhammadan
clerks does not suffer ? Do Government admit this ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir : the work does not suffer because the Muhammadan clerks have to
make up the arrear work the next day or the following days.

Maulavi AZDUL AZIZ: What is
holidy ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Holidays enjoyed by a particular section of the people.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:
courts suffer where the Peshkars
Muhammadans ?

the mcaning of a sectional

Will not the work in the criminal
are Hindus and the Magistrates are

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If the presiding officer choses to enjoy the sectional holiday that will mean
< holiday for the whole court ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit no. a fact that the litigants will

come up to court and will have to suffer because the court will be practi-
cally closed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

1 am not aware of any such instance, Sir.
aulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Ts it competent for any Head of the Depart-
ment to disallow the enjoymen

t of sectional holidays to their subordinates ?

The HowDle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
No, Sir. As it is a Government order, the Departmental Heads are bounci
to observe it.

Maulavi ABDUL A7iZ.

If any
illegal ? '

officer has done %0, is it legal or

The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
We are not aware of any such inst

will give me any particular inst

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

ance up till now, If my hon. friend
ance, T will enquire into that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . Next question.
Maul~vi ABDUR RAHMAN :

The Hon’ole the SPEAKER :;
question.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :
4. If so, do Government -

: Propose to generalise the sectional holidays as
usual holidays and thus redress the grievances of the Muslim clerks ?

repling s °™Ple Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

4. —No.
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i i i ed and
rimary schools, dispensaries, etc., in exclud
it 3 o non’-excluded areas

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :
i G nt be pleased to state the total population of Assam
sztati::!::sé,r :ﬁéliu?rg\t;z:n:)? t’jﬂ';ssarng)sfz: and the non-Assamese in the province ?

i t be pleased to state—
> W‘l}fgozigzr?;r;quarg miles of the excluded areas in Assam ?

(;) Thi area in square miles of the partially excluded arcas in Assam?
) The population of cxclgdcd areas in Assa.m.? A ,
d) The population of partially excluded areas in Assam ¢ o
( The number of primary, secondary schools and dispensaries in
(e) the excluded and partially excluded areas separately ? -

(f) The numter of primary and secondary schools and dispensaries in

Assam ?

The Heon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : o
(a), (b), (¢c) and (d)—The hon. member 1s rele

2 24% 2.?1(31 3'1(2229 )o." the Census Report for Assam, 1931, Part 11, where the

ir;formation is available.

6' (e) and (f)—' Prima y Schools Sccondary Schools .

T

Excluded arcas 397
Partially excluded areas... s 479 15
6,795 620

Assam

1 i r i i ferred to
ds the number of dispensaries, the hon member is refe
Ai;igéri;:thc Annual Report on the Working of the Civil Hospitals and

statem he Province of Assam for the year 1936.

Dispensaries int

Regulatisn of the speed of motor buses
Srijut JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA asked :

s Government aware that the number of motor accidents is greatly

5 Ig since the increase of motor buses on the Trunk road and o:her

increasin
roads !

. Government aware that most of the buses are 1150t insured against
thirdBfJartY claims, and victims go without compensation ¢

9. Ts Government aware that most of these accidents are due to racj g
' take one another for passengers ?
ses Lo OVEr
of the bu
Do Government - propose making a regulation not to grant permis-
10. enger buses unless fitted with regulators to limit the speed

. ass ;
sion thI;gnﬂ m of 25 miles an hour ?
toam
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

7.—Government believe that this is probably the cass=.

8.—Government believe that this is probably the case.

9.—This may be one of the causes of acaidents.

10.—Government will consider this suggestion.

Adjourament motion to discuss the conduct of the Hon’ble Speaker
for not adjourning the Hsas: to enable the Mosiem Members
to say their Magrib prayers.

rijut GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Ona point of information, Sir....
he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I shall give an opportunity to the hon.
member presently,
M. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before we......
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : May I interrupt for a moment, Sir ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We shall come to that now. Tae hon.
member Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury has given notice of an
adjournment motion.
Maulavi Dewan MUAAMMAD AHBAB GHAUDHURY: I w.nt
to move an adjournment motion but if the Hoa’ble Speaker agrees with my

suggestion that the House should be adjourned for saying their prayers, I
do not wish to move the motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Houseis not ina position to
understand what the matter is. The hon. member will please explain his
position.

Maulavi Dewan MUJAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : The
question is this. In the last winter session.........

The Hon’ble the 3PEAKE: Tae hon. membzr has given notice of

an a_djournment motion. The hon. member is to say. what he is going to
do with that,

Maulavi Dewan MU JAMMVIAD AH3ASB CHAUDHURY: Sir, my »

motion is “‘that this House do adjourn for the matter of discussing a matter

of public importance, v:z., the conduct of the Hon’ble Speaker of the Assam |

!

Legislative Assembly in not acceding to the request of tiie Moslem Members |

for adjournment of the House for saying their Magrib prayers during the last |

winter session of the Legislative Assembly’.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. member consulted the
rules relating to adjournment motions before giving notice of this motion ?
., Maulavi Dewan MUAJAMMAD AHB8A8 CHAUDAURY : No, I
did not consult. =
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I may tell the hon. member that there
are some rules in the Assembly Rules regarding adjournment motions and
¢ has to say how the requirements of those rules are satisfied by his adjourn-
ment motion.
H ’I\’Iaulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: If the
OnTble Speaker gives an assurance......
memb ::‘ehHOP’ble the SPEAKER: No cuestion of assurance. The hon.
ed witl, as first to satisfy me how the regquiremen:s of the rules are compli-

L

(After some silence)

o :}ai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: The matter ends
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The Hon’ble

order. Butif the hon. member

now.

I may tell the hon. member that the fact he h
ment motion is also not accurate,

House when the House

already made it a ry

accommodate any se

own. If the hon. m
when such a request
Muhammadan memb

House were going on
hon. member s
~ motion,

Maulg

g ‘aulavi Dewan MUHAMMA
time if syuch an occasion

adjourned.
The Hon’ble
House and if the
adjourn. Gcnerally
after 5. Tt is only ir
5. When gy
to make a re

Adjourn
t1

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN A5 Y
of to-day’s sitiing of (1. it AHMED: sir,

which, if permitteq 3

The Hon’ble the Sp
' Mr. FAKHRUD

House do now adj

urgent public imporia
rights and liberties resultin
of the Assam Government

Assam Gazette of the

Sir, this is a matter of
in the Assam Gazelte when the
opportunity that we have got to

importance because

and liberties of persons who are not Goy

Government have
movements,

quite inaccurate in his

House thinks that it

ch an Occasion arises the hon.
quest to the

= ment motion fo
€S under the ne

. nber
the SPEAKER : I may at once tell the };on.dril;g:“t:d
hat the subject matter of this motion cannot form a matter to be S:
25 ; Rule 8
i journment motion. Because ! : 4 sk S
lI11 a?l a(:'; s that an adjournment motion cannot be moved \uthrlgi(.(g.’ ;:onduct
= fa:iattf:)lt wgich is not the concern of the I’rovinczal-Govcrnmicnt. 1.-” Che
rI;'the: Chair is not a matter which can be concern of the (Jm.'(:rmlﬂ'( lh :l'_c e

x ot . L '

?e islature is only entitled to deal with matters c;faclmlmslra.lmn w l”? Ao
cogncern of the Government but the conduct of the Chair is not the conc
of the Provincial Government. So this adjo

is engaged in tr

le to consult the House
adjourn the House when

ction of the House for so
ember will consult the

€rs to say their
se I was ready to adjour

. And no hon, membe

the SPEAKER: [f,

the H

] €xtraordinary cirey mst

was made to adjourn the

se it would be convenient

3 of the Assembly Rules, Part I]

urnment motion is really out of

. r SO
wants to say anything else, he may do

as stated in the adjourn-

' ) h
The Chair has no power to adjourn the

- - -' »C - \JC
‘ansacting its busmc_ss. Idlm e
when a request 1s made

it i £ . - s1Nness to
1t 1s engaged in transacting any of its bu

1 ine heir
me particular business of1 [111'1[;
proceedings he will finc ho;]
House to enable the A

; : 3 if it was
Magrib prayers, 1 said that if it

n the House ; and that without
it the hon. Muhammadan

! t “the
prayers while the proceedings of't

r objected at the time. So the

S . : ment
statement of facts in the adjourn

D AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Next

. . ;hould be
arises [ request that the House sh

request is made to adjourn the

: g .
should be adjourned 1_2L2r1tcorgle§;
ouse sits up to 5 and the Magrib pray

i after
ances that the Hoqsc sui]comc
member will be quite W

Ouse to accede to his wishes.

T resty
w Gove

he House 1
Lintend o moveg?;(zl;?.
EAKER .

DIN ALY Ay
ourn for the pu
nce, namely,

Cs,
MED .
rpose of

restraing
g from the publi

Servants’ Cond

o

- e
a.ining the individual rights alllds libe
Tmment Servaats’® Coaduact Rule

before the commencement
ticc of an adjournment mot.lor;
May I read the motion, Sir

I beg to move, Sir, that thle
discussing a definite ma_ltt_:glr o1
and deprivation of indivi l(m
cation of rules 21(1)(:) and ()

t : ublished in the
19th January 1933 . uc RUIES, 1937, p

recent occy

House was

discuss thj

the rules, as you wil] see

er
no power, whatsoever,

rrence becay

5 Multter,

se the rules were published
MOt sitting and this is the first
It is of urgent public
s Sir, curtail the individual rights
Ament servanis and over whom

0 regulate their conduct or

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir ‘meﬁ%ﬁw& cha-
This cannot form the subject matter of an ad_)o.ummetl;lé Aonres L e
ooy f Firstly, Government has every r;ght‘t(? dlcta:ﬁ tits o in C(',‘nt,inuétii_m
their officers can continue in their service/ /Secon tY" R
of the old rules that Government servants (‘.a.nn(i)]tt f:ﬁal: fh}:: I;psuug rules were
political movement. - If my hon. friend thoug le. he could have criticised
curtailment of the rights and liberties of tht_: peop f’ the nublication.of the
the same rules long before. These rulcs. exlSECd Sk 'Or?‘ thz last ten months
new ones and my hon. friend has been in this House for VAR RN
" Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ‘ALI AHMED T T e e
under section 241(2)(4) of the Government  of Indla. lcts:t,&l'c wmere conti-
contention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, that these Iquchrnmcnt servants
nua ion of the previous rules regulating the conduct b ly new rules ;ind"th'ey
does not hold good. 1 think, Sir, these rules archm‘tf_{gny:bl'é Chief Minister
have no bearing with the old rules. It is for c'i i ald . procedure.
to show that Government have not dc‘partfi. R%I: empowers the Local
Section 241(2)(4) of the Government of India A duct of Government
overnment to frame rulés regulating the 308 ttempt to check the
servants but not of other persons. These rules are an a ot Eer-va‘,‘i'tg; and I
liberty and freedom of individuals who are not qugrnl_n: hich has framed
want this matter to be discussed because the Go-"rc‘mlmcmfw rsons _who _are
this rule are interfering with the rights and liberties o PR -

b r t ser A A
nm('i*ci);veclrilgle’%l?g?stf»nggmns T have hoand fhe gneech. o '.'t:l‘:d_bft?c
member who has given notice of the ad‘]qu_rnmCﬂ; 111_0 ms of the mbtibﬁ 1
tpecch,of the Hon'ble Chicf Minister. As Iread, the’ teqms ortance ( Hear !
do not think that it relates to a matter of urgen¢ pub 'lc" Pq the a'djﬁurn‘
hear '—from the Ministerial block). The rules referrec ti? lﬁl st
ment motion have been framed under section 241(2)(b) 0-1tt c(‘,f‘"f(r{diﬁ Act,
of India Act, 1935, Section 241(2) () of the chr&m\?:rnmcﬁt‘ of India
1935, is really a counterpart of section 96B of t f::B ‘Qi'c also similar rules
Act, 1919, and the rules made under that section a8 Hon. member who has
as the Hon’ble Chief Minister has,already said. The e raley dia'cr
given notice of this motion has not shown HghETe .t can-' mg on the
from the previous rules, These rules have been framed for tsc m-g concerned
administration of the province so far as G.overnment, §¢;’ﬂvap‘ 'ft"aimy."'thcrc is
and as the object of this motion is to_ criticise those ";"l‘tcs ¢ ./i:xd for such an
another way open to the hon. member  for doing that t motion like - this
adminiqtrgt_i,ve action,of the, qucr;;mct}t an adj Ou‘lfﬂil}in tiéh‘fsﬂhot‘inﬂr‘dcr.
i3 not in order, | therefore rule that this, adjournment motion, is not in.or

: Statement , regarding «Resignation of Minigtry

. 3 atioﬂ,
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: , L rise,on .a point .of inform

21, Havye 1

The Honihie (b o Ss‘im}éns o dap' Sk
¢ Hlon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes. ) t to-day under ver
i8S o SOPINATH BARDOLOI: _Sir, we et today under very
Beculiar circumstances. 'We find that not only t Fr}?&"ﬂééh an addition in
the: RSmennel of the Ministry, but also that there has b dinary that the
thc'n!lnlbél,",o{‘,Ministé}s'. Wé read ,in',thc;:Gaggtte,_Ex(;l{qfl_.'ﬁ.g.;Iaéc of{hat
el Minister with the Niniis had resigned aid ghatin placs OkE
another Ministry ' that we see before us to-day has co
Now, Sir f

. thc ‘no-
» O course, there is Chapter VIII ,of the Rules regarding
conﬁdence._motion. t

by LIRS y 1 . membcrs
i But we find that there 'is hll?ro-‘;ls;ondi,f;ition- _The
resigning to make certain statement. Of course, this i
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word ‘may’ is there. When a member resigns, he may make a personal
statement in explanation of his resignation. There are however provision
also by which this statement can be controverted, or counter statements by
other Ministers may be made. I think it is the duty of the House to know
under what circumstances the Ministry resigned and under what circum-
stances the Ministry had been reconstituted. This is the point of inlorma-
tion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member wants the Ministers
who resigned to make a statement under rule 86 ?

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes under rule 86, Chapter VIII.
I see that the Hon’ble Chicf Minister was the Chief actor in this game, and
he is the person in a position to make the statement.

. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: May I
point out, Sir, that it is not for the Chief Minister to make the statement.
It is for:_the member who has resigned.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The Chief Minister also resigned.
. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Tt
1s only a permissive rule to make a statement or not. Nobody can compel
me to make a statement. I do not think that a statement is necessary, for
the circumstances of the resignation of the Cabinet and its reformation have
been pub ished in the Press,

L Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of course, the rule, as I read it, says
that a Minister, who has resigned, may, with the consent of the Spcaker,
fz:nake a personal statement in explanation of his resignation. It is optional
or tkhe Minister to make a statement ; but I think, for a Minister, who
:vv%inedhfo.r some time as a Minister of the Government, and has resigned,
of his r:ﬁ_:s required to make a statement before the House, ab(?ut the reasone
should w.5nation, I think, there should be a convention established that he

'I‘hmake a statement.
itis the qoo™ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
Fany s of the majority of the House that I should make a statement

Il&?parcd to do so. (Foices—VYes, Sir).
already ?;; Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: As the recasons have
£ Uhe Hoi{lb}l)ubhs_hed in the Papers, we do not think there is any necessity

The HOn’ebi]hwf Minister to make a statement.
Khan Bal, e the SPEAKER: What are the reasons ?
Rai Baha dadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: I do not remember now.
be put to adur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Isthis question to
vote, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The

convention to be established has got to have the backing of the majority of
hat i Therefore, 1 say that when the Hon’ble the Speaker suggested
that it should be the convention of the House, I simply wanted to know if the

the House.

majority accepted the view that such a convention should be established.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Are we not entitled, as repre-

sentatives of the people, to know the circumstances under which the Chief

Minister resigned his post ?

H The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member has heard, what the
on’ble Chief Minister has said.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I

g;lcl";l;seas_stattmint on behalf of the Ministry is not necessary at all,
o ; DI, we have already read in the newspapers inistry has
resigned. g s papers why the Ministry

(Voices—No, no. It may be in your Jugabheri,)

¥
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Why
in Fugabheri ? 1In the Amrita Bazar Pairika and other papers also it has
been published.

I am confident, that when the news has been circulated through various
news agencies all the hon. members have read it and it is not necessary for
the Hon’ble Chief Minister to make any statement explaining the circum-
stances under which the Chief Minister has resigned.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Ifind in some other
papers also that some reasons have been published. But are we to act on
the newspaper report or on some thing else ? ’

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is there any delicacy in the
matter, Sir? :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No hon. member has yet said what it is
that has heen published in the paper.

Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: It seems that some
hon. members of the House are more fortunate than others because they are
in the know of what is going on within the Ministry. 13

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has
said that if a convention should be established, it should be by the vote of
the House. Ifthe vote of the House is necessary, then there should be a
motion. Otherwise I should be taking the general sense of the House. If
the Hon’ble the Chicf Minister still wants that it should be done by the vote
of the House, then, of course. the hon. member who has asked for the state-
ment should make a motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
There is no secrecy in the matter. 1 will only be too glad to place all the
circumstances before the House. But it looks undignified that [ should make
a statement here pertaining to two Hon’ble colleagues of mine who §erved
with me for ten months. One of them I do not see in the House and it may
be that he may like to make a statement. Th refore, I do not want to
make any statement. If any convention is to be made, it should have the
backing of the majority of the House. You may simply ask for the sense of
the House. Those hon. members who want to hear th_e statement
:ina)f stand on their seats. Ifthey are a majority, I will abide by their

ecision.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I may tell the Hon'ble the Ghief |
Minister that the minority has got a right to know the reason for resignation. |
If the majority think that they should not allow the minority to know the |
reason then of course they can doit. That would not be establishing 2 |
happy convention so far as Parliamentary procedure 1s concerned. N

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 have already submittsd “H
this is discretionary, but as répresentatives of the people we Sliou The
the circumstances under which this resignation has taken p ace.t ok

Hon’ble the Ghief Minister may not be willing to make a Sftategm;; Bie
Maulavi ,Muhammad Ali Haidar Khan who has also resigne ¥
willing to do so.
~ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, the Hon
I;;guzgly the Chief Minister of a single party, he ‘iﬁ‘ prl
the lca..delr"r t?f'e :E;SV?}?O?CUEUOH Wh]?:f": hg;;hegzdlisv?dfal Ymcmbel: gf thc House
wants to know the secrecym\irsgich compelled the Hon’ble Chiel 11\/I1mst1er t({
resign, I think, he is honour bound to disclose the facts. (Hear \ hear 't).thc
was also fortunately a member of his party till the commencement (; P i
winter session and so it is curious enough to me to know the circumsta

‘ble.the Chief Minister is
eieader of the whol_c
: dtoit. Heis
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undeér which' 'the Premier was compelled to resign and reshuffle the Ministry.
Even'now'we have not been ‘able to understand the reason why the Premier
had to resign.

The' Hon’ble' Maulavi ABDUL- MATIN CHAUDHURI: On a
point‘of'order, Sir. Is' party matter relevant to be discussed - inside the
House ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER": No.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: We just want to make 2 statement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member was not a Minister
that he should make a statement  (Loud laughter).

Maulavio' ABDUR RAHMAN: I can demand a statement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, the hon. member can demand a
statement. - ]
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
I can answer the hon: member in a few sentences. The hon. member
Maulavi' Abdur Rahman who was a follower of the then cabinet and a mem-
ber of the party which was'led' by me requested by his signature on the 12th
of December last that the Ministry should be reshuffled, but' on the 15th
December he ‘asked me by another writing to expunge his signature from the
previous document, By another letter, dated 14th December, hch_dcc_lmcd to
continue¢ a'member of my party and, therefore, I did not take him into my
confidence in'the reformation ‘of the cabinet (laughter). s .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : - Sir, the Hon’ble- Chief Minister said
that I requested him to expunge my signature but I say, Sir, that it was not
within'his power to expunge my signature from that doct;)mcnt. It was

rather-quite within my control and power to do so. By a subsequent l'c.ttcr
let him know that I did not insist for the matter. That was the position,
Sir. T did never request the Hon’ble Chief Minister to expunge my signa-
ture. T'only withdrew my signature ‘on the mandate of my party to which I
belong.: It 'was positively understood that the requistion be placed before
the party meeting 'before it being submitted to the Hon’ble Premier.
The - Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Very'well; Sir: The hon. member used the word ¢ withdraw ’ and not ¢ ex-
- punge .
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Is that letter the sole cause of
his‘resignation’ ?
J . The'Hown’ble the SPEAKER: 1 find that the chief objection of the
‘ Hon’ble Chief Minister is that if he makes a statement then he will have to
| say things which'will not be‘quite dignified so far as' the two Ministers who
i ave gone olit of ‘office ‘are concerned.. Onc out-going Minister is also pre-
| sent in this House! Now if the out-going Ministers say that they will not
\ mind’ even'if unidesirable things be said about them, then that disposes of the
matter and’the Hon’ble Chief Minister can make a statement.
| Mdulavi MD. ‘ALI HAIDAR KHAN: - If the hon. House wants to
know " it'then as for myself I have no objection. - (Hear ! hear o)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Who can say for the other hon. mem-

T 'who 'is not ? (Laughter). ) o

B v;!;i::xsfr.l AoKt hlmereml()[i-ﬁgu% AHMED : Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Ministey
may deal with him'separately. . _

’ The' Howble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Very well, Sir. I will cut short the whole matter. The number of the
Muslini ' members in this House is 34. Of them 30 put their signa.
tures ‘in‘'a‘document saying that they all belong: to one- group- of _which
T 'was unénimiously selected as the leader. - During the last winter session, 16
members of that group including my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahmag

ey 1

Governor’s Message' communicating
message first regarding the allotment of days

section (2) of section 80 and section 81 o

of the Assam Legislative Assembly R
hereby appoint the following days fo
Assembly of the Statement of Estimat
Province for the year
thereof and for the pres
mentary Statements o
subsequent stages in r
its February-March session, 1938, namely :—

Tuesday the 15th Fcbruary

Thursday, the 17th F

Wednesday, the 16th February
Friday the<18th Febr }
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sent me a requisition on 12th December saying that the two Muslim Col-
leagues of mine should be replaced by two others the names of whom they
mentioned in that requisition.  After that as I have already mertioned, my
hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman by another ' letter written on''the
15th of December intimated to me that he was no longer of that opinion.
So excluding his signature, I had half the party requesting me to'change
those two Muslim Colleagues of mine. Then I got another letter on' the
14th December from certain members of the party whose number was eight
and which was also signed by my two Hon’ble Colleagues saying' that they
had seceded from the party of which I was the leader. So I was left with
a party of 22 members and the majority opinionof that party being
that the present two Ministers should be changed, I had to reshuffl¢ the
Ministry.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, may I know one point ?  Why
the'Hon’ble Chief Minister thought it necessary to increase the number of
the ‘Ministers by one ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER': That should not form part of the
statement. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has been asked to make a statement
for changing the Ministry. He is not called upon to make a statement with
regard to the formation of the Ministry.

I now read out the message received from His Excellency.........
_ Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: My hon. friend Maulavi Md. Al
Haidar Khan wants'to make a statement. We want to hear it.

allotment of days for the

presentation’ of Budget, General discussion of Budget, Veting on

Demands for grants, etc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Let me read out His Excellency’s

during the present session.

ORDER No. 1

“For the purposes of sub-section (1) of section 78, section 79, sub=

f the Government of India Act,
4(1), 15(1), 16, 17(1), 17(2) and 19
ules, Part I, I, Robert Niel Reid,
r the presentation to the Legislative
ed Receipts and Expenditure of the
1938-39 and for the subsequent stages in respect
entation to the Legislative Assembly of the Supple-
f Expenditure for the year 1937-38 and for the
espect thereof in the Legislative Assembly during:

1935, and in pursuance of Rules 12, 1

Presentation in the Legislative Assembly.

cbruary

General discussion in the Legislative
uary

Assembly.
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DAYS FOR VARIOUS STAGES OF DISCUSSION OF
BUDGET.

Tuesday, the 22nd February
Thursday, the 24th February
Friday, the 25th February
Saturday, the 26th February |
Monday, the 28th February Voting on Demands for Grants in the
+ from 2 p. m. Legislative Assembly.
uesday, the lst March
Wednesday, the 2nd March
Thursday, the 3rd March
Friday, the 4th March from
3-30 p.m. J

.]

i

. Presentation of Supplementary State-
ment of Expenditure for 1937-38 in
the Legislative Assembly.

A
Mct’gdf‘?_gle 28th  February up 2. Discussion, if any, of estimates of
' expenditure charged upon the reve-
nues of the Province, other than
estimates relating to expenditure
referred to in paragraph (a) of sub-
section (3) of section 78 of the Act.
3
b
J

1. Further Demands for Grants, if any.
2. Voting on Demands for Supplementa-
ry Grants for 1937-38.

Frida , th
3-3%p.,§ 4th March upto

Saturd
rday, the Sth March Placing of the authenticated schedule of

authorised expenditure before the

Assembly.
Thi ; B b ;
time,”hls order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to
SHILLONG :
Th‘ ?th ngrua'y 1938, R. N. REID,

Governor.
Allotment oi: days for private Members’® business
ORDER No.II.

“In pursuance of Rule 17 of the Assam Legislati
) gislative Assembly Rules,
Part II, I, Robert Niel Reid, hereby allot the following days for private

members’ business duri % h i
Legislative Assembly, lgrégg: __the February-March session of the Assam

iz.turday, the 19th ,FCbmarY ... 1. Private members’ Bills,
On,day’ the 21st February, .., L9. Private members’ resolutions (¢f time
. ' J permfts).

This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to

time.”

SHILLONG : R.N. R
The 7th February 1938. L
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Statement re. course of Government business

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: With
your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course of
Government business during this session.

The Government business which is to be taken up to-day is already
shown in the day’s agenda, a copy of which has been placed on each
member’s table. I nced not detail it again.

If the motion for taking into consideration of the Good Conduct
Prisoners’ Probational Release Bill, 1937, is accepted by the House to-day,
we propose that the Bill be considered clause by clause on the Sth March
and then to move that the same be passed.

On the 5th March we propose to lay before the House an address for
presentation under section 229(1; of the Government of India Act, 1935, for
the establishment of a High Court in Assam. On the same date we also
propose that the election of members to the Public Accounts Committee
be held.

We also propose to take any unforeseen Government business on the Sth
March after the disposal of the Government business allotted for that day
by His Excellency the Governor.

Statement of Ex-Ministers re. their resignation of offices

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Maulavi Ali Haidar Khan
wanted to make a statement about the resignation of the Ministry, but I
think it wil] be better for him to make the statement to-morrow because I
find that hon. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu Nasr Md. Waheed is not in
the House now. Both the statements should be made on the same day.

Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I will make a statement to-
morrow.,

Condoclence on the death of Srijut Jogendranath Barua, Mrs. Swa-
ruprani Nehru, Dr. Sarat Chandra Chatterjee, Dr. Heramba
Chandra Maitra and Sir Abdul Qayyum

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
before proceeding with the rest of the business of the day, I think the House
should moyyp the melancholy death of one of our colleagues in the person of
of ulrao;clz'ty and sweet reasonableness of the departed soul. T had the fortune
18 e N8 together with him as a practitioner at the Gauhati Bar for nearly
Jeaton srs. can say strongly that during that period, in spite of profession
Characz’ he had not a single enemy and _that this speaks a volume of the
tary of er of the departed gentleman. I have also known him as the Secre-

One of the very well representative and influential associatns.—the



26 CONDOLENCE MOTION (15TH Fes.
Assam Association. I know, Sir, how hard he worked as Secretary of
that Association for the political regeneration of the province of Assam. Tt
was only lately. that is prior to. his election to the Assembly, he joined the
great organisation of the Congress of which he was a very sincere mcr}‘nbcr.
I hope, Sir, the hon. members of the House will join with me in sending a
message of condolence to the bereaved family.

‘Sir, I have got to mourn the loss of a great - lady—I mean—Mrs. Swa-
ruprani Nehru. In one word, it could be said that inspite of being herself a
conservative and old fashioned lady she threw herself heart and soul into the
political movement with her conspicuous. and illustrious husband--the late
Pandit Matilal Nehru. Sir, in respecting the memory of her personality we
respect ourselves. 1 1 propose, therefore, that this House should also send a

Eﬁfgﬁ;ﬁ% eﬁglrlldolcncc to her bereaved and world-known son, Pandit

Dr Ssal::l:v E}[}llavc also got to mourn the loss of another great personality in
o hi andra Chatterjec—a great novelist of Bengal. 1 have never
o TR tO.bclong to any of the political schools but he created a revolu-
tion in Bengali literature by his very well rcad novels and ' through - the
mgdmm Of:\yhich he wanted to inculcate a new spirit of freedom in every
thlllg'"_'POlltl:::a], social and educational. 1In respecting him, we respect * the
ﬁrcat Bcngqh nation and theijr great genius. 1 hope, Sir, this House will
ave no ob_Jcction in associating themselves with the condolence messages to
the respective families of a]] the departed great ones. ‘

Srijut GOPINATH BARDO i iat
i LOI: Sir, I beg to associate myself
with the three condolence references that have been made by the Hon’ble

Chicf Minister and the Leader of the House. In mourning the loss of our

fricnd—-la.te Srijut P . :
21} ; de . the notice of
the House his jut Jogendranath: Barua, I desire to bring to

5 great amiability of character and his lovableness. Whoever
came in contact with him could not but be impressed by the sweet and

abiding smile which was always on his lips which only revealed his soft and
rich heart,

Sir, it has been said that he joined the Congress organisation latel

that is not so. He joined tthCongrcss moveglent asgcarly as '71'921).5 1}_111;
had a fairly good practice at the bar then and he gave it up at the time of
non-co-operation movement. He continued as a Congress member all his
life although he might not have shown himself as flushy as many of us show
ourselves to be.. He was always a very sincere believer in the causc of the
Congress.  Losing him, therefore, we lose a great Congress man in Assam.
Besides, Sir, h.c was a worker in the cause of economic regeneration of Assam.
To his  credit must ~go..many . of the .ventures—small they.may: be—
that have cropped up in the Assam Valley during the last .10 or :15 years.
In losing him, S.ir, we lose a great lawyer also. -His practice was not con-
fined to Gauhati but practically he had a monopoly of practice throughout
the Assam Valley in al] important civil matters. )

,We, therefore, Sir, lose in Srijut Jogendranath Barua a very important
personage 3o far as the Assam Valley is concerned and it is but proper that
we mourn over his loss and send a message of condolence to the bereaved

family.

Sir, to the reference to Mrs. Swaruprani Nehru, 1. ca
are few.examples of glorious womenhood in India. to-day asn W’;nyoilhr?cti ;ifah:ll;:
life of this great lady. For . the cause of the freedom of the k;quntry. she led
the civil dzs_ol_)cdmncc movement at Allahabad whcn-al] the. male members
were sent to jail, and.as a result of this she had to. receive lathi blows and.all

<
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manners of indignities at the hands of the police. - She had the courage and
boldness to send her hushand cheertully to jail ; she cheerfully suffered the
sufferings that a mather must necessar’ly endure on account of her son being
constantly incarcerated in jail by the bureaucracy. Sir, we honour ourselves
in honourinz a lady like her, and in expressing our deep sorrow at her loss.

Then, Sir, regirding Dr. Sarat Chandra Chatterjee, I should enlighten
the House that he was alsn a staunch Congressman, and whatever might be
his creed he left in his largely new works no shadow of a doubt that he felt
for the poor, for the sufferings of the poor and the down-trodden, and it is
on this account that we should mourn his loss to-day.

The mention of one great man also has not been made by the
Hon'ble Leader of the House—I mean Dr. Heramba Chandra Maitra. He
was a great educationist. He was practically the leader of the Bengali lite-
rature during the early eighties of the last century. He was.a great Principal
and his educational artainments are so well known to all the students of the
last 50 years that T do not want to repeat them here. We will be simply
doing our duty in mourning his loss and conveying our sense of loss to the
members of his family.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, I should like to associate myself in
this message of condolence which we are sending to the family of the de-
ceased. In regard to the late Srijut Jogendranath Barua we particularly
desire to express our sympathy to the Congress party of this House and. its
leader in the loss that they have sustained.

Maulvi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully associate myself
with the sentiments expressed by the Leader of the House about the late
Srijut Jogendranath Barva. Sir, Mr. Barua was a most amiable gentleman ;
I was not acquainted with him until I entered the Assembly, and in the
Assembly I found him to be a real gentleman and a great parliamentarian.

About Mrs. Swaruprani Nehru, I was not personally known to her
but‘by her scrvices to the country she has become known to every son o,f
India.

About Mr. Sarat Chandra Chatterjee, I think no word will be sufficient -
to express my sympathy with the members of his family.

I mourn the death of these three great departed souls.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr Speaker, Sir, I also on behalf of the
group to which [ have the honour to belong, whole-heartedly associate with
the words that have already been spoken with regard to late Srijut
Jogendranath Barua, Mrs. Swaruprani Nehru, Dr. Sarat Chandra
Chatterjee and Dr. Heramba Chandra Maitra. I had the privilege
of knowing late Mr Barua first when we became members of
this Assembly, and during the short period that I had the pleasure of
workiny with him T was struck by his genial temper and his pleasing.
manner. He was a very sound, sober and silent worker, and in himthe
country, and specially this House, has lost an active worker and a valuable
asset. We all mourn his loss very much. I still remember his smiling
face when we last parted fter the last session, but little could we dream that
the cruel hand of death will take him away so soon.

As regards Mrs. Swaruprani Nehru, she was an ideal lady who not
only suffered for the country but did not hesitate to send her only son for
the sake of the country for long years of imprisonment. Even to the last’
day of her life she took an active interest in the freedom movement in
India and the country deeply mourns her lossat this critical juncture of
its history.

. As regards Dr. Chatterjee he created a revolution in the present Bengali
literature, and h: will be remembered long by the nice social picture that
he has presented, in his renowned novels. ' '
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As regards Dr. Maitra, he was a great educationist and we mourn
his loss at a time when the -ountry needs his service most.

With these words Sir, I associate mvsel? with the reference that has
been made by the Hon’ble Leader of the House. =y " :

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :: Nl_r. Speaker, Sir, it is with a heavy
heart that I rise to associate myself w1th the sense of this H'og.sc at the
demise of Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua. Sir, by the demise of Srijut Jogen-
dra Nath Barua Assam lost an 1]1ustrlou§ son, and the Indian plamcr_s Iost_
a great friend who was the worthy director of some tea companies ol
Upper Assam. A man of extraordinarily amiable disposition Mr. Barua
wgn the hearts of all, and was respected not only in political and _social
spheres of the province but also in business sphere, and it will be difficult
to fill up his place. Sir, those who die young are the beloved of God.

We also mourn the loss of Mrs. f.\i[ehru, Dr. Chatterjee and Dr. Ma:tru
who took a great part in Indlan_ politics, and I wish to br- associated in any
message of condolence that will be sent to the families of these great

: 5.

pcmc;lli%lavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, it is our melancholy duty that we are so soon called upon to mourn
over the unexpected death of another distinguished colleague of ours,
namely the late Srijut Jogendranath Barua. He was an embodiment of all
noble virtues. He was a personation of non-violence both in deeds and
words. He had an enviable genial temperament. He was alwavs with an
abiding smile. During the last session he was in our midst and he was
hale and hearty, but we could hardly dream at the time that our friend will
so soon pass away leaving us be.hind to mourn his sudden and sad death.
We have heard about the qualities of head and heart of the departed
gentleman. Let us pray to God now for the peace of his soul.

"~ 1 also associate myself with the words of sorrow expressed by the
Hon’ble Leader of_the House and other colleagues on _t}}c d_cath of the
distinguishﬁd patriot Mrs. Swarupran_i Nchru,. and the distinguished scholar

e Chatterjee who brought renaissance in the thoughts and culture

lgif-thg.modern Bengalis by his forceful literature.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMIMAD SAADULLA : Sir,

I wholeheartedly accept the suggestion made by the hon. the Leader of

the ;'Jppositinn as regards 1n.clu:l|ng a condolence message on the death .of

Heramba Chandra Maitra. T remember him to be a great educationist

" while I was a student in Calcutta, I used to listen to  his lectures with

and -tention. He was Principal of the City College and he was reputed

rapt @ ne of the greatest Professors of English literature. I have not heard

to bE litical activities and that is why 1 forgot to mention his name in

of his p;oinstan’:e- But as I have said, I whole heartedly accept the su<gges-
the firs the hon. Leader of the Opposition.

gion of Hon’ble the SPEAXER: I fully associate myself with what has
.3 touching on the deaths of four notable personalities which took
been $21¢ " cently that left this world. With regard to the Jate Srijut
ce vcle’ath Barua, I must tell the House that the moment I came to
Jogcn(}i::n really I came to love him. T only came to know him only a year
know rom what I observed of him it gave me the unmistakable impres=-
ago- hat he was 2 man of sterling worth. He_was an ardent patriot and
gion t worker for the cause of freedom of this country. And certainly
a silent ‘nce has lost in him a person whose place would be difficult to
this prov a tremendous loss to this Acsembly that we have been deprived
ﬁll'h I:c;i’ ices of such a member of this House.
of the
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The death of the late Srijukta Swaruprani Nehru, has been
mourned throughout the whole of India. A remarkable lady, a devoted
and loving mother and an ardent lover of the country, she spared no pains
in the service of the coun'ry and all accounts of her activities during
the days of the non-co-operation movement and the civil disobedience
movements are still vivid in our memory. And the example she has set to
the women of India is certainly one of which we shall all be proud, and
which deserves to be emulated by them.

The late Dr. Sarat Chandra Chatterjee is known as one of Ehc greatest
novelists whoin India has ever produced And if the Bengall.lilseraturc
is the second richest language in the whole of the British Empire it is really
due to the contributions of men like Dr. Sarat Chandra Chatterjee and
those who preceded him like Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, and also to
men like Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, and their works will stand out as
highly noteworthy contributions to the Bengali literature. As a student of
human nature Dr. Chatterjee showe1 what human life is and what it should
be. And through his writings the spirit of nationalism that expressed itself
will no doubt be an abiqu‘thinq for this country.

The late Dr. Heramba Chandra Maitra was a great educationist and
generations of students sat at his feet with immense benefit to them. As
student of Emerson he attained international fame. He was a great reformer
and a man possessing a high character. He was respected by all who knew
him and he was also a worker for the cause of the freedom of India. The
loss of these personalities are undoubtedly a tremendousloss to the country.
We mourn their Joss and in showing honour to these departed souls we
really do honour to ourselves and on behalf of this House, I shall forward
condolence messages to their families as desired by the House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Before we go  to the next item, Sir, I have been requested by the hon.
member Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury to mention the
name of another great person whose loss we have not mentioned to-day,
He is no less a person than Sir Abdul Qayyum, ex-Premier of the North-
West Frontier Province, Any one who knew him knows that he was a man
of sterling character, of robust independence and he had done lot of good
for the country. T hape, Sir the House will have no objection in including
his hame also apd sending a message of condolence to his bereaved
family,

Duration of the sittings of Assembly

of thMr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Before we dive into the business
. ¢ House, Sjp, may I make one humble submission? And I hope in
is Ilvmce the sentiments of all sections of the House. I desire to request
é"c::r tiaft‘ YOU may be pleased to order the House to sit up till 4 o’clock
™ dy atternoon. I hold no brief for the Chair, Sir. But if this order is
ade this wil] g, protect the Chair from the onslaught of my pious

i::;?ﬁ?;"};ian friends who have a dread of political deliberations distur-
rayers
The Hop
HOusc’ I hélVe
not sit after 4

‘ble the SPEAKER: If that is really the desire of the
110 objection. Is it the desire of the House that we should
P.m. every day ?
The Hon’ (Voices of “Yes”)
the House O?F?le the SPEAKER: Then I take it that it is the desire of
' Mr. F “0 We shall sit (il] 4 p.m
* . W- HOCKEN 1 p' . d d h
we need not sip | HULL: Do I understand that the proposal that

A | ater thap 4 o k in the afternoon li
only or applies to (he whole of?hcéiissiéi ? ks e
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The whole of the session
Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Thank you, Sir.

'The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With regard to this

to point out to the House that on those days on which demands for grants

will come up for voting, we shall have to sit till 5 p.m. Because, under the

Rules we are to continue till 5 p.m. and it is only after 5 that the guillotine

is to be applied.

SPEECH BY THE HON’BLE THE FINANCE MINISTER
‘SIR SAIYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA, INTRODUC-
ING THE BUDGET OF GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
FOR THE YEAR 1938-39
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA. :

pro posal, I wish

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to present to the Assembly the
annual financial statement of the province of Assam for the year
1938-39 consisting of a statement of the estimated receipts and
expenditure of the province for that year. Copies of these
estimates which also include the revised estimates of the current
year and the final accounts or actuals of 1930-37 together with
an Explanatory Memorandum have been posted to Hon. Mem-
bers on the 31st January, 1938. Much as I had desired to send
out these estimates carlier, T regret I was not able to do so and
give more time to the Hon. Members to go through the figures.

I am aware that some Hon. Members are labouring under

considerable inconvenience in that the session has been fixed to .

commence to-day. But the unavoidable reasons for this decision
are various. Firstly, according to the present Acts, the elections
to the Local Boards in the province must be completed before
the 31st March 1938 and, in view of certain changes in the rules,
the -elections cannot be held earlier than the 20th March.
Government se€t great importance on these local bodies which
are the training ground for self-government. As many Hon.
Members of the House would like to stand for election, Govern-
ment thought it desirable to advance the date of the session so
as not to clash with the actual dates for voting in those elections
at the same time affording candidates contesting in these elec-
tions sometime for canvassing. Then we had to avoid the
Mohurrum holidays which start from the 9th March for the
Viuhammadans and continue till the 13th. Thereafter we
have also the Doljatra holidays. Nor could we advance the
session to an earlier date on account of the fact that the impor-
tant Moslem festival Id-uz-zuha had to be observed on the 11th
and 12th February. I hope Hon. Members do now appre-
ciate that in the circumstances there was no alternative than to
start this budget session to-day.

We have done our best to explain the figures and variations

in the Budget Memorandum.

-
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ACCOUNTS, 1936-37

I will deal first with the final accounts of 1936-37. Hon.
Members will find from statement A and B that the total
receipts from revenue heads amounted to Trs.2,53,40 whereas
the total expenditure from revenue was Trs.2,92,19. The deficit
under the revenue head, therefore, amounted to Trs.38,79 ; but
as there was a little surplus on Capital revenue over Capital “ex-
penditure, the actual deficit amounted to Trs.30,65. A loan for
this amount shall normally have to be taken to repay to'the Go-
vernment of India. In view of the fact, however, that the next
year’s budget is a deficit one, the Ministry is trying to come to
some arrangement with the Central  Government so that the
loan need not be taken next year. The present temporary
accommodation from the Government of India for this deficit
carries us up to the end of September 1938 .and the interest
charged is also low wiz., 1} per cent. only. If we could arrange
either with the Central Government to extend the period of
accommodation up to the end of the financial year or with the
Reserve Bank of India to accommodate us by means of Trea-
sury Bills, it will mean a great saving to the province in interest
charges. 1 have hopes of obtaining this favour from the higher
authorities. Should, however, we be not fortunate enough to
obtain this little concession, we have included in the budget
esumates a sum of Trs.61 odd for interest charges and a
sum of half a lakh for brokerage commission and other incidental
charges, for under the new arrangements we will have to borrow
in the open market and these charges will be incidental to
floating a loan.

REVISED ESTIMATES, 1937-38

Next I come to the Revised Estimates for the current year.
These show considerable changes from the Budget Estimates of
1937-38.  Under the head Land Revenue alone there is a drop
of over six lakhs in the receipts. I need not detail that this is
partly due to the remission in land revenue demand granted by
Government consequent on the resolution of the House in this
respect. Full figures of the results of the concessions cannot be
ascertained now ; but it is estimated that it will reduce the in-
S}C:me by' an additional ten lakhs over the 18 lakhs remitted by
ex; gi’:rt ‘;‘éltzl{SfGoycrnment. Of these, however, only 2} lakhsis
sHOWR 7. (())ns%;]jl in the current year. Progress of: COI_]CCthnS;h'leC
YR b m;der_a,ble decrease and the delay in issuing remission
ably the estim (E 1? necessary for Government to revise consider-
Trs.1,07,50. af} or the current year which has been reduced to

T e on. Members are aware that a committec
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= o . -+ions of
has been appointed to inquire into the economic andltlof the
the raiyats and to advise Government on the quesuon - dental-
temporary reduction of revenue due next January. Inci

es
ly it may'be mentioned that remission of land revenuec a}oﬂt(; (i?ch
not solve the problem and the flat reduction of revenuc o= i
and poor alike would only deprive the poorer people fro I
benefit of dcvelopment in nation building activities. o ¢ wi
of the remission now granted by the present Governmen ates
fall in next year’s accounts and therefore the budget Cs.tlrgrcnis-
this income at Trs.1,02,50. The Ministry hope that : thcgurinq
Slon given will enable raiyats to tide over the depression '
the period whep agricultural produce is fetching low prices-

The income from ordinary Land Revenue can be q?-nSIdte}:lrc
ably Increased if the vagt quantity of waste land awaltmg_om
Plough is thrown open 1o settlement. This and allied questl ort
Vere inquired into by the T.ine System Committee whose T€p
1s now in p

: . I i nt
Hnt and will soon be available both to Governme
and to Hon Members.

. : : 3 e
5 Another item which has shown a considerable drop 18 th
Income from Stam

: : : b
a lak ps. Here the revised estimate is down. ary
akh and a half from the budget estimate of the current Y¢ of
to another item of this revised CStln;atc B
- viembers will find from statement A. tha
expected Troqy statemen )

1,16 as our share of the export duty on jute, but,
under later advices from the Government of India, the revised
has been placed at Trs 12,70, Under certain changes of
account heads these two items have changed places from the
bottom to the top of the statement.

: On the expenditure side the revised estimate shows a net
increase of Trs.1,13. The various causes that are responsible
for this increased esti

mate have been explained in detail at
page 10 of the Budget Memorandum and it is not necessary for

me to recapitulate them here.
Statements C and D will r
budget estimates an
Capital revenue
these estimates we

eveal the variations between the
d the revised of the current year so far as

and Capital expenditure is concerned. In

had nothing to guide us and the estimates
were more or less guess work. Moreover, remittances within

India form a big item on both sides of the account and it is an
item over which the Government have no control. A further
variation is due to the decision of the Inistry to remit a
sum of Trs.5,86 from the outstanding agricultura] loans leaving
only twenty per cent. of loans in Sylhet, and fifty per cent. of
those in Goalpara, Nowgong and Sibsaga,r for realisation.

-
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This step undertaken by the present Governm_cnt should further
allay distress and give an impetus to agricultural recovery
in the province. . .

Hon. Members are aware that while mtroducn.lg the
budget estimates for the current year in July last, I estimated
a revenue surplus over expenditure to the extent of about two
and a quarter lakhs. The authenticated schedule of autho-
rised expenditure by His Excellency the Governor, after taking
into account the reductions made by the House, estimated that
there will be an excess of revenue over expenditure from revenue
to the extent of Trs.4,46. But in view of the large remissions in
land revenue and agricultural loans and also a subs;quent
vote of further expenditure by the House that surplus did not
materialise, and it is apprehended that the current year would

close with an excess of expenditure charged to revenue over
revenue to the tune of Trs. 2

G, 14k, e

It is fortunate however that the Central Gove.mmcnt - =
position to distribute certain sums to the provinces fr(_)m the
Income Tax collection by them. Under the Neimeyer
Proposals we have been informed by the Central Government
that we would recejve a sum of T'rs.2,76 from that source o
therefore, in 4] probability our revenue budget will just balance
and there may probably be no deficit.

x/ BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1938-39

. I now come ‘o0 the estimates for 1938-39. The Yeax, B
estimated to begin with an opening balance of Trs. 33,34.

and Revenue is our most important head of receipt. I have
already indicated the disappointing progress of the collections
of our land revenue and I have also pointed out that the
bulk of the remissions granted this year will fall in the ac-
counts of the next year. We have, therefore, been compelled
to estimate Trs, 1,20,70 only as receipts from Land Revenue,
or very nearly a drop of 12'and 6 lakhs from the budget and
revised estimates l‘espectively of the current year. The only
Ol;l_lcl‘ drop in revenue is to be noted under Civil Works, and
this is explained by the fact that the budget provides for a
cre('iit of Trs. 1,80 'onlv for the petrol tax projects as again_st a
revised of Trs, 10,71 for the current year. Total receipts
fron:l Revenuye heads are expected to bhe Trs. 2,64,24 as
agaInst a reyiged of Trs. 2,78,67. This drop in income is,
however, Partially coynterbalanced by less expenditure from
récvenue, Namely Ty, 2,68,86 as against a revised of
Trs. 2,81,41. T ap, sorry to inform the House that according to
the estimates the budget will show a deficit of Trs. 4,62. As
explained in pamgraph 4, page 11 of the Budget Memorandum,
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: - imilar
taking both the revenue and captl)tall recelfpt?hcan%:(;vincc
expenditure, the closing surpéust thiasarsllii 1(1)15 figure will be
is expccteg tob b?: Iﬁik?lg’4§- thél Mg ppay o the dehait
It;cf:'dl%)CBCg-S?yi? n(z)li taken inbthe SCXt cflingnu%l 3{82}1{";‘5 310”213213’;

deficit will be reduce y about . ¢
Ebhlfdg:tv Z;Iilrt;’lates include figures for brokerage for thIC gi(t)a;[nhzzl:\]/(i
the payment of interest in the next financial yeartfl femn o
already mentioned. The revenue deficit will be 6urf L
duced by a probable further receipt of Trs. 2,56 fr
Government of India under the Nelmeyer.award. M
On account of this state of the provincial finances, tfi_e dlnf}S'
try inspite of their best efforts could not get thzi1 }llr:fvs\z(?rr
any heavy list of new schemes. They have endeavoured, }0 belr
within the limitations of funds to provide a_llttle _more ; Land t
lakh of rupees for some new projects which will be,VI ounora rz:._
Appendix A starting from page 79 of the Budget en}: .
dum. As explanatory notes have been given against eac Ik em
of the new schemes, I will not detail them again but will make a
few general observations. i
From the statement of the finances of the province, Hon.
embers must have realised that the provincial resources bm.11.1§t
be augmented if any large scale development in the nation build-
Ing departments are to be initiated and carried into execution.
argued to the best of my ability with the authorities at Delhi
about our claims for a share in the Excise duty on petrol pro-
duced within our boundaries. It is freely admitted that we
ad not a fair deal under the Neimeyer award, but under
the present Government of India Act the Centre cannot give
to Assam a5 the producing province any special share of
s Proceeds of the petrol and kerosine excise duties.
Something muyst have, however, to be done if the Government
15 10 meet the insistent demand  for improving the educational,
hygienic and economic improvement of the masses. The
Ministry is doing their level best in various ways to achieve that
end. Apart from the remissions in land revenue and agricul-
tural loans, resettlement of the district of Cachar and Jaintia
Parganas has been postponed for five years on account of the
revailing distress due to the poor price of agricultural produce.
wo debt conciliation boards have been formed with the idea of
bringing about amicable liquidation on reasonable terms of the
heavy burden on the cultivators. Action is being taken on the
Local Rates (Amendment) Act passed by the Assembly last year.
The question whether these rates will be levied at some flat rate
not exceeding the maximum of one anna and four pies or whe-
ther it should be levied atsliding rates, is still under consideration.,
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But it appears certain that the kist falling due in next Apl_‘il will
have to be realised at the rate of 1 anna per rupee, owing to
the fact that the registers which should be prepared according
to the decision of Government will not be ready before April
next. This Government is alive to the fact that. the relief
granted by a remission of land revenue and outstanding agricul-
tural loans to the agriculturists will be made nugatory by the
exécution of decrees passed in favour of Mahajans. The
inistry is considering whether they should not initiate }egisla—
tion on the lines of the United Provinces Bill which aims at
prevention of execution of money decrees against agriculturist
debtors for 4 prescribed number of years.
¢ colonisation schemes in Nowgong and Darrang have
€en very successful and if further areas are thrown open for

settlement on the same terms, they are likely to be taken upqy”
Immediate]

e devel

J g
%
o
Y thus bringing much needed income to the province. ™
o°pment scheme in Barpathar area 1s also doing very (!
well and the new area disforested is likely to be taken up
quickly. ./

The Dastidar estate of Sylhet has been taken over by Govern-
ment for management. There have been applications for such
assumption by the proprietors of several other estates and the
question of policy whether Government should add to their
responsibilities by taking over the preservation of old and ancient
families from toy] ruin is engaging the Ministry’s consideration,

0 the Administration of Justice Department the Ministry

as framed draf rules for a subordinate judicial service for this
province and the Government of Bengal which supplies munsifs
for the dlstr_ict of Sylhet has been asked for their views. The
a'cutta High Court have expressed the view that there should
€ two District ang Sessions Judges in the Assam Valley districts
and  this Government hag accepted the principle of the proposal.
he intention of the present Government is to establish a High
Cciurt for the Provirice which, this Ministry is satisfied, will not
Iy confer 5 great boon on litigants but will also be a financially
g;oﬁtab]e Proposition for the province. Action under section 229
the Government of India Act is being undertaken this session,
under SOHS YStem of appointment _of Honorary Magistrates lis
Governme Sideration of the Ministry.  Various provincia

awaijteqd, =~ 1ave ‘been consulted and their replies are
- Inth - .
ghang labosfj i Department it has been proposed to abolish

worki Prisoners at a very early date. Pending the
shall -lllll;gvgftﬁ,he g}mn_” by bullocks for the purpose of which funds
the Prisonerg Sheaﬁoltlzdv?y the House, mustard oil for the use of

to be purchased and this will jncrease
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the expenditure on rations under Jails. It is also proposed to
segregate adolescent prisoners of the province in one particular
jail. The question of rewarding good conduct of prisoners 1in
the jails has been taken up and a Bill on the subject 1s now before
the House.

The .grfaa_-tly increased printing work which has arisen out
of the activities of the new Constitution points to
increase in the equipment and stafl of the Government Press at
Shillong. Proposals in regard to it are under examination, and

in due time the matter will be placed before the House in the
shape of a supplementary demand.

There has been increased activity in the Medical Depart-
ment and the Ministry is alive to the extreme necessity of bring-
ing medical relief to the cultivators. A scheme of subsidised

dispensaries for rural areas has been devised and the sum of over
twelve thousand rupees

has been put down in the estimates for
next year. We have every hope ‘that this scheme will be (uite
successful.

the need of

There is a new scheme for 2 travelling dispensary in the
Garo Hills.  Almost all the dispensaries ¢ § dispensary in the
: spensaries there, with the excep
tion of thif} %ne at Tura, are situated on the borders of the plains
PO:UOHC{) t g df{strlct, and_ the people of the interior do not
%ﬁatagzlriznetﬁe I;:?;T thse dlSPFnSarics: It is gratifying (o note

3 loégal = 11”6:1'11; year dlsper}sarles have been started by
‘Sﬁlolcl)lrsi Seesl %’Z“CE . The one at Golakganj started by the
_ uf .1 ard is w01-“1l<mg very sﬁ-‘a.usfactorlly. The pro-
Ject tor 1ope ng another dlﬁpensary at Sidli has been enthu-
siastically I‘CCCIVf(?d, and the people of the locality have promised
tl:)O ;12}25?1:58:;;;(11{8'1-’ 0 for the purpose. The Habiganj local
t;in local board d;;:;l;;a.r dlspensary. at Madhabpur.  For cer-
sfart aitthpihic treatl’nen;]ﬁf 3—:&' plcll"ohc have raised funds to
the way of giving medical relj tf": 150 lﬁpensanles_ A great deal in
done by creating public in 8 ;t - rgf al population can be
Ministry to rouse this spirit of self-help of ane nbolcY OF e
much beneficient workp can bebe ¢ip ol our populace and
e opera o ohe TR Ron Ly i o

on. Members o
earnestly requested in this direction. of the House is

Another movement which needs the active co-operation of
all is the KlnngmPCFOI"S Anti-Tuberculosis Treatment Fund
stal‘ted,by Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Linlithgow.
There 18 IO doubt that Assam nee

( : N 1 ds a Sanatorium for treatinent
of consumptive patients and it is

L hoped that Hon. Members will
take an enthusiastic interest in this matter.
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The Department of Public Health has done useful work in
combating cholera epidemics in - Maulvi Bazar and Sunamganj
subdivisions. The Department successfully dealt with an
epidemic of dysentery in Darrang district. It is a matter of
great concern that the fell disease Kala-azar is beginning to
reappear in two districts of the Brahmaputra Valley. The
Department is quite alert on the matter and steps have been
taken to nip the recrudescence in the bud. The Ministry has
taken up the question of re-organisation of this department so
that the best possible results may be achieved. PE

In the Department of Local Self-Government, the Ministry
regret their inability to increase the general purposes grant on
account of the deficit budget of the province.

Itis a hopeful sien of the times that there is a growing
demand for the constitution of village authorities. Many pf
the cxisting village authorities have done wondérful work in
building roads, digging tanks and opening drains with a little
help-from the Government and local boards. The amount of
self-help and co-operation shown by the villagers themselves is
very creditable. Tt is the aim of this Government to encourage
such self-help and improvements in the rural areas.

In the budget speeches of the past the department of
Excise has been prominent for more reasons than one. The
present Ministry is determined to wipe out the opium habit
from the people of the province. Consumption of opium has
been brought down to about 200 maunds from over a thousand
maunds ten years ago. This has naturally meant a loss of
over 30 lakhs in opium revenue. Neither Government nor the
people have grudged this colossal loss so long as they are satisfied
that this diminisﬁing revenue really represents a diminishing
consumption. From April next the Ministry proposes to cancel
the passes of consumers below the age of 50 in the plains
district. So far as the partially excluded areas are concerncc}
the Ministry propose to achieve the same end in five years
time, and from the next financial. year a reduction of 25 per
cent. of the original rations of the consumer will be made.

There has been a talk of introducing prohibition in Fh;s
Province. But png clear cut scheme has yet emerged. Prohibi-

t1on means not only a loss of revenue but also increased expen-
diture in

L only : 1 :
providing increased preventive staff. With the presen
depleted fina g asec. p . : ther
g ; ill not be prudent eithe
to forego the oo of the province, it W p

il former or to provide for the latter especially as
similar  experiences clsewhere are very discouraging. The
Ministry is however alive to the importance of the subject and
they are giving considerable attention to it, j

S

&



38 BUDGET SPEECH [15TH Fas.

The educational needs of the province have been dul_y con-
sidered by the Ministry. The question of having a University
of our own is engaging the consideration of the Gover_nr.ncnt anFl
it will be possible in the near future to have an examining Uni-
versity for the province.

Restrictions imposed by the previous Government for ad-
mission to the two Government Arts Colleges were withdrawn.

For the first time a small grant-in-aid has been given to the
private colleges and extra provision has been made in the next
year’s budget.

The imposition of higher fees in the
imposed by the previous Government was rem
try. Increased provision has been made for
post-graduate scholarship has been revived a
Engineering education have been doubled.
made in the next year’s budget for the gran
Anglo-Indian boys and girls on the results

secondary schools
oved by the Minis-
scholarships. The
nd scholarships for
Provision has been
t of scholarships to
of the Senior and

. year’s budget
mary education through local bodjes.

was reserved for the opening of schools in backward areas or
areas peopled by the scheduled castes or t :

Inistry regrets that for want of funds they could not budget for
next year a sum greater than Rs.12,000 only for the same pur-
pose. Out of this allotment a sum of Rs.5,000 is proposed to be
reserved for the spread of primary education among the back-
ward people. A small sum has been provided for organising
night schools in the Assam Valley for adult education Lke the
ones that are functioning in the Surma Valley. Provision has
been made for a contribution to the Calcutta University for the
appointment of a Lecturer in Assamese in the University so that
ultimately Assamese may be recognised as a principal subject for
the highest examination conducted by t

hat body. Small grants
have been provided for expansion of Madrassa education, and
the Sylhet Government Madrassa has been raised to the full sta.

tus by the opening of the Hadis and Tafsir classes.

In the Agricultural department more effective measures
have been undertaken by Government for bringing home to
the rural population the benefits of scientific agriculture. In
various places boro paddy hitherto unknown has been intro.
duced by the instrumentality of irrigation pumps bought from
the Central Government’s contribution for ryra] uplift. These
irrigation pumps are in great demand and three more pumps
have been sanctioned by the (.}overnment_ costing over Rs.4,000.
The agricultural farm at Kokilamukh for training of educated

A

1938.] BUDGET SPEECH 39

youths is being continued and a small sum has been provided

in the budget for granting loans to suitable applicants who
desire to settle on the land.

The Department of Live-Stock is doing useful work and the
Assam Live-Stock Improvement Association recewed.a grant
of Rs.15,000 from the Government of India’s Rural Uplift grant.
The Association realised about Rs.11,000 in cash and some 250
bulls from the public. Valuable results are expected from
the activities of this Association which received a further grant
of Rs.50,000 from the Central Government’s Rural Uplift grant.

By an unfortunate oversight the sum of Rs.10,000 voted
by the Assembly for the model village scheme was put under
5T7—Miscellaneous which meant that the money could only be
drawn and spent by the village authorities. This sum could
not therefore be utilised for the purpose meant and in the
next year’s budget a provision for Rs.25,000 has been made

under the proper head. A Special Officer has also been
appointed to organise the mo

del villages the I :
by the Ministry. ges on the lines laid down

In the Industries Department, to remove unemployment
of educated youths an increased number of stipends was
granted for training in metal working,

glazed potter 1
making, and the boot and shoe indu 1 y, umbrella

= ustry.  In the next year's
budget, provision has been made for the appointment of ayperi-

patetic jute spinning and weaving part

y.
gor}dmg rovement of the co-operative movement, the Minist
has decided to initiate an enquiry for o =5
in
defects of the movement j ) . g the prevailing

in the provinge, i
Government’s grant certain j i With thf(’) Ciggji
training and education. This -0pe

ol girus the cost has come down to
: crinary Department is to be congratulated
on securing better results wi 15 b coste
: with such a savin
Peetl metees g In costs.

: lon is being given to the improvement of the
loom Industry and seric : ' .

. ; are two of the indige-

:ac,)rlllcsticoorftacligf ll’ldl'JStI‘l.eS of the province. A scholarship has been
Fo ©¢ lor scientific training in sericulture.

Trs.1 5{) fi\épplyh of drinking water in rural areas a sum of

e M the grant of five lakhs for rural uplift has been
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Lastly, Sir, I am sorry to inform the House that the
Committee on Resources and Retrenchment sat for about ten
days in September but had to close down before finishing the
work a few days prior to the Durga Pooja holidays last year.
It is hoped that the Committee will be able to sit and finish
their labours before the next session of the Assembly.

Sir, I feel that I have taken quite a long time but as the
Ministry has decided to follow the previous practice of the
Finance Minister alone introducing the entire budget I had to
cover quite a lot of ground. The FFinance Department has done
their utmost in trying to elucidate all important matters in the
explanatory Memorandum of the Budget Estimate. If any
Hon. Member wants further elucidation on any point in the
budget my services are at his disposal. T have also asked our
Deéputy Secretary, Mr. Jones, to remain present in the Assem-
bly Chamber during this session so that Hon. Members may
freely utilise his intimate knowledge of budgetary matters.

Sir, with these remarks, I beg to present to the House the
budget estimates of the province of Assam for the year 1938-39.

Statement by Hon’ble Spealer r¢ General Discussion of the Budget

o Tl:ge Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now that the budget has been present-
to:fbl;le to make a statement with regard to the general discussion that is
allott (le' Eon' members have come to know that His Excellency has
Siai oef th tbe 16th, 17th and 18th February for the general discus-
£ R .uc.iget, t.e., only 2} days. 1t will be somewhat difficult for me to
X a time limit for, Af necessary, speeches until and unless I know how
inany members desire to take part in the discussions on a particular day.
n::;:;ld} thhe:rcforc, request the Leaders of the party groups to give me the
dires tg . tfen- party members who desire to speak on the subject on different
memb iniorm the Assembly Department, before 5 p.m. to-day. Individual
A ers who do not belong to any party are also requested to inform the
ssembly Department, before 5 p.m. to-day, the date on which each of them
desu_*es to speak un the subject. Unless tha’t is done, I think, it will not be
%osmble for me to regulate the discussions to the satisfaction of the Honorable
ouse.
Maulavi Dewan Md. AHBAB CHAUDHURY : What will be the
maximum length of time to be given to each meniber, Sir ?
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : That will depend on the number of
membhers who want to speak.

Presentation of Notification* under the Assam Municipal Act, 1923

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy
may present the Notification mentioned in the agenda.

The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I beg to present
Notification No.129-L.S.-G., dated the 8th January 1938, under section 296
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923.

The Notification is laid on the table of each hon. member.

#Appendix,

L -
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The Good Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release Bill, 1937

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: 'The Hon'ble Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhuri may present the Report, mentioned in the agenda.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I beg, Sir,
to present the Report ol the Select Committee on the Good Conduct Prison-
crs’ Probational Release Bill, 1937 ; and to move that the Bill as reported
by the Select Committee be taken into consideration.

As the hon. members will find, the report of the Select Committee is
unanimous and more or less non-controversial.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion before the House is that
the Assam Good Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release Bill, 1937, be taken
into consideration.

The motion was put and agreed to.

ASSEMBLY RULE-MAKING COMMITTEE
Appointment of certain Members to the Assembly Rule-making
Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon'ble Babu Akshay Kumar
Das may move his motion.

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
beg to move “‘that a member be appointed by the House in place of late
Srijut jogendra Nath Barua, in the Committee appointed for making rules
under section 84(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for regulating
the procedure and the conduct of business of the Assain Legislative
Assembly, and that the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, Minister
in charge ol Revenue, be also appointed as a member of the said  Com-
mittee’’.

In my motion I proposed that the vatancy caused by the death of Srijut
JOgCI_l_dl"d Nath Barua, which we all so much mourn, should be filled up,
and il an agreed suggestion ol a mname were forthcoming {rom the party
to which the late Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua belonged, I shall only be
too glad to accept it on behalt of Government. I further propose that the
Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri who has been a member of
this Committee since its very inception by virtue of the portfolio which he
held should now be appointed by name, the portfolio having now been in
another hand. 'T'he Committee has come almost to the end of its labour
and what remains is a joint meeting of the Committeces of both the
Houses. My, Chaudhury’s intimate association with the subject and the
experience he has acquired would be of immmense value to the joint

ommittee. [ therefore propose that he be included. .

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : How many Hon’ble Ministers are
there on the Committee ? .

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : ‘LThere are four Hon’ble Ministers on
the Committee, !

T The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think the hon. member 1is right.
€re are four Hon’ble Ministers. -

other ;I 1f'l‘\KI-iRUDDIN ALI AHIMED : 1 suggest that the names of the

heoﬁ blc’ Ministers also be included. o ULLA ;
Sir, T undergea,on® Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD  SAADUL A
condugees the fitncss of things, the lormer Homble Minister, Judical, who
is fot nccessal: Pl_(l)(:ccdlngsi should continue, but if the House thin b e
remained to bf}l-.’,ft 1o we will drop his name. As only a few r;:o ose to
include the na prr okl joint session of both Houses, we prop

e of the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhurl.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to
include the name of any other hon. member ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: I suggest inclusion of
the name of Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar in consultation with the Leader of
the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion now is ““that Srijut Gauri
Kanta Talukdar be appointed by the House in place of late Srijut Jogendra
Nath Barua, in the Committee appointed for making rules under section
84(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for regulating the procedure
and the conduct of business of the Assam Legislative Assembly, and that the
Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, Minister in charge of Revenue,
be also appointed as a member of the said Committee”.

I think I can now put the motion.
The motion was then put and agreed to.

Condolence on the death of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ want to place before the House the
message which has been received from Mr. Malcolm MacDonald in response
to the condolence motion of this House, on the death of Mr. Ramsay

acDonald,
“Dear Sir,
iy .Thank you for your letter of 11th December, enclosing a copy of the
otion passed in the Assam Legislative Assembly.
me {,Sha“ be grateful if an expression of my appreciation and that of other
20ers of the family can be conveyed to the Legislative Assembly for

their kind words.
Yours faithfully,

- Malcolm MacDonald.”

T Statement re voting on Demands for Grant
lika t he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before we disperse for to-day, I would
Pact (I) draw the attention of hon. members to rule 15 of the Asscn;lbly Rules,
dcigh dUnder sub-rule (1) of this rule, His Excellency has already allotted
s 1°m' ays for voting on Demands for Grants. Subject to this limit and to

g 'mit prescribed by sub-rule (2) of rule 15, it will - be for the House to
i Pecific dates for discussion of particular demands and specific hours for
cussion of any one demand.
dra In order to facilitate matters and to expedite work, I },1avc already
in WI up a draft time-table mainly on the lines of last year’s table, and
88est that, as was done last, the leaders of the various parties may meet at
a conference in my room to-morrow, say, at 10-30 to discuss the time tah]a
brepared .bY me and to come to a definite understanding in the matter,
- In th:ls connection I should also draw the attention of hon. members ¢
F time limit imposed by Assembly rule 92 for giving notices of motiong to
gsfgs? Of reduce any demand for grant. It must be borne in mind that
; dcxcnt time must be given to the Secrqtar){ to examine the cut motiong
Trlll to prepare, print and circulate the lists in good time to the membersg
: ere will of course be no time for the motions to go through any Process f‘
acmission.  The question whether any motion is out of order or ey
left to be dec; not will he
ecided on the floor of the House.

The A Adjournment
¢ Assembly ¢} ; till 11 a.m.
February 10gg  c" adjourned till 11 a.m. on Wednesday, the 16th

Appendix

anuary 1938 .
The 8th pOWers conferred by section 296

Arel of the
No.l29-L\. S.-G.—In c.\Ci”S‘;g (Assam Act I of 1923), as subsequently
of the Assam Municipal Act, L° leased to make the following addition
¥ K Notification No 1041-E.,

amended, the Governor of Assam 1 Department’s
to the rules published under t.{lt‘ls 5 p\ficw to lay down a uniform pro-
: the 8th March 1924, with @ i icips —
Sgéiﬁc for recording the pfocccqus of mectings o_f I\PIunt1c1\1;'Il{Il30£§‘Ids s 1
I h [ flr o ™
Insert the 1'0110\“:'1119; as a new ruhi Inft.(:éipi'iﬂ“f\’&liﬁal_‘ 1968
- | unl e
laneous—at poge 281 of the Assam ! ) i
3A. Thcp 1:ﬂnutcs of the procccdl“gs O'f _tl;e Iioa::icl?titc:r;l I;}Cg:lgaoigsil
contain the motions placed before the bo.\:ic‘ c{:ir e d’-
with the names of the proposer and SECORCEr \O ¢ a motion or amendment
ment.  If the President of the meeting ruliicr:c;:::lcr;t therein tZ) render it
A . akes any at ! R . .
s Liet 36 oubeliorder oF e | -« reasons bricfly in the minutes. The
legal and in order he shall l-ccordf 1113 = B iom of il dtem shall be' yes
: » disc E 3
explanatory abstract, if any, of the i ich 1 =
brief and confined to,csscnti;\ls. _\'v'hcn rmc%r. ,_I;fi‘i)(?fuilltl)g \:gé(;‘)l:e:;lvggcsmgts
penditure from the Board’s funds 1s putbto rlc‘;éord!edt
of the members voting in favour sha |

C. S. MULLAN,
Secy. to the Gout. of Assam, Edn. & L.S.-G. Depits.
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