


Proceedings of the Thirteenth Session of the First Legisls:tive Assembly,
assembled under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The AssemBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.M., on Tuesday,
the 23rd November, 1943,

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fifty-four Members.

—— e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)
Re: Sibsagar Local Board
Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
*22. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that they have since
" lution of the Sibsagar Local Board ado
regarding the retirement of the employees of the Board :
of thirty years’ service or on attaining the age of ﬁfty_ﬁ\-eo?ec?fnplﬁpciln
ever was earlier ? years, which-
(b) It so, what was the date of the Government order ?
(¢) Whether the cmployccsﬁ, who_ were made to retire |y the Boar X
the strength of the aforesaid resolution before thejr attaini;:;r? trllctmg Ori
age ol superannuation, will thus stand reinstated with effe " I‘e ubu}?
dates of their respective retirements ? CheTomthe

(d) If so, whether Government propose to direct the Sijhsge
. . gar Logz .
reinstate those persons ? e ocal Board to

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA GHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY b

Passed orders annulling a reso-
pPted by it in November, 1939,

22. (a)—Yes.
(b)—3rd March 1943,
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Government have no information th

at the persong h
! ave not bhee in-
stated. n rein

Rice concession to Members of the Le

Sislatuyre
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN askedi 1
*23. Wiil Government be pleased to state whether they Propos
cessio_n to the Members of the Legislature as is done in the case OI} Gemfgrgrant rice con-
drawing salary of Rs. 100 per month ? ment seryvangg
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA

DUL n
23.—No, as Membh LA replieq .

ers of the Legislative Assembly are not G()Vernmen R
g 3 Servants,
Introduction of Queue system for distribution of Sugar 3 .
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked : - Shluong
#94, Will Government bhe pleased to state— T
(@) Since when the queue system was introduced iy, Shil
tion of sugar from the Government Store ? ong for the distribu-
(b) For how many hours the sugar was distributed t
(¢) When and why this system was subsequent]
(d) Whether it is a fact that the quantit

three bags to sixteen bags a day ?

2 here- daily »
1scontlnued 2

Y of sugs istr:
gar so dlstrlbuted varied from
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The Hon’ble Maulavi SRIYid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA I'(-I)]!(-(l :
24. (a)—Since 2nd January 1943. - . s was
((b))HThe sales t\i]mc \\'r(';.); at first three hours a day, and subsequently it w
raised to six hours a day. ) : v 104° cause of the
(¢)—The system was discontinued since ' Ist Septembe I. ll){“ (JlHl("-:f-llhltl'it'o:():llC
tfremendous crowd waiting for a seer of sugar for hours on }an .'md :t]dl‘in.r- it I8
people have made a trade of buying sugar from Government shop and selling
others at high prices. _ p L " ople
(d)—Yes. When there was plenty of sugar in lh'c“ mdll l'“lt-,r ::.C}:()n “‘i::’r'll;t \{?'15
came to the Government shop and there was no queue at all.  Late o X B

scarce in the market, people flocked by hundreds at the shop. The quantity  sold,
therefore, varied accordingly.

Nomination of Ahoms to the Municipal Boards

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked : = e _
*25. (a) Will Government he pleased to state whether .l]u:y are (.nnlsi(lc:nng _the
question of nominating Ahors tq the Municipal Boards of Sibsagar and Golaghat ?

(6) Is it a fact that nominations for these DBoards have not yet heen
announced ? i

';‘;1 C(H)O“’Ibl‘f Stijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :
. )—— n n

: : d : =i at are not adequate-
Ominatip s F T of communities tha 1
Jy represented by g members the claims

s
election are t : ideration hence Ahoms’ cases wil]l be
: ; ake to considerati

accordingly considered . Rt

)—VYes,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)
Theft i in Goalpara
Maulana ABDUL and dacoity cases in

: HAMID KHAN asked :*
45, asked : 0 .
diﬂbrenga}r}‘gg;SGOVEI‘N‘ment be pleased to state the total number of Ejahars lodged in

dacoity ? of Goalpara District during the last one year, of ‘ theft and
(0 Is it 2 fact that most of these cases are due to economic reasons ?
hat steps 1

in theft anq dacoity p 'O been taken by Government to put a stop to  this increase
5" (?ﬁf:k]e Vi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : ‘
for the perigq fi o eanent showing the figures thana by thana in the Goalpara district
: fom st July 1949 to 30th June 1943 is placed below :—

N L
ames of Police station Dacoity Theft

Dhubyj 9 50
Olakgan 8 16

Sesaigaon 3 218 3
Oouth Sa]mara . 4 14
char 24,
BPk,raJhar 8 15
%m 4 32

1lashj
Sigp, ©ora 3 25
Goalpar, g ;3
orth Salmara o 59
udnaj 10 b
Lakhipur 9 i7
67 287

e P
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)—The figures of theft have not in fact much increased. The increase in
ses is no doubt due to war-time economic disturbances of many kinds.

(¢)—Government have strengthened both the ordinary police and the C.1.D.

to deal with crime as well as taking measures for the improvement of the economic
situation too numerdus to recount here.

Adjournment Motion Re:

failure of Government to give relief to the starving
families and

dependants of some security prisoners

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have got notice of an Adjournment Motion from
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI :

‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the
House to move that this Assembly

; do now adjourn to consider a question of urgent
public importance of recent occurrence, namely, failure of Government to give relief
to the starving families and dependants of some Security Prisoners.
Sir, it will be admitted that some persons have been detained as Security Prisoners
because it is supposed that they being at large may interfere with war measures.
Government have nothing specific against them because if there could h b an
proof of their complicity of any crime, Government would have p e e L

in open trial. So the fact that some persons have been detaineqd ;(sm%ht tl?_em ;;J.‘-]usncr:
can be justified only as a part of war measure. For this world-wide wgc-u“ty 1131011:'1167
Government of India but also the Government of Assam have spent a hl ) uten only 1
amount the magnitude of which we could not have dreamt at any timuge' and} co ossz:

Now since we are not hesitating to s € In the past.
Government should not have been

pend large sums  of money " ip oth . -
; _ at all meagrely in respect of granting t;rll;llrer;:z:;nfc;
Security Prisoners. wa
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Who are starving ?

Srijut ROHINCI1 KUMAR CHAUDHURTI :
are starving. I understand, the policy of the Gov :
the Security Prisoners particularly those who are the earning mem'i)irzoél;ihalipwalnce tg
the Hon’ble Prime Minister declared in this House, I think, lagt Vear cr he 2m1}&1 anh
Session of this year that whenever he got an application from any Sec n t Ic; Mare
he gave due attention to that application but I have recejved teleqramsu'};t);h fir ?er-,
day and day before yesterday. T have also got letters in support of ) C;"th yes eir
grams—one telegram is from Bani Devi Chaudhury which js as’ follows o “I;se te cd-
Rajani Chaudhury of Pathsala sole earning member detained a - usban

: : s Securit : e
September last year now in Sylhet Jail no allowance granted { 'ty Prisoner since

: : ‘ ; %20 .. Jespite repe
family consists of seven members including four minor childrey .Peated prayers,
sion.

starving pray provi-
Then I think a cop i y 1 also b
g y of this telegram has also been sent to ¢ \
Minister because here T find it is written ““T'wo addressees’’, he Hon’ble Prime

Then there is another tele fi Bharati Das, the wif;
gram from > the wife of {7

¢“My husband Upendranath Das, Pleader, Security Prisoney B Nath Das.
allowance granted extreme suffering for children Pray secure Promp¢ SZPur Jail. No

I have also received another Jetter from the brother of Srijut Orfier'”
which it is stated that wife and children of Srijut Mahi Kangy D Mah;
of the fact that application has been made for the grant of aHOW;;S are gt

The Howble the SPEAKER : T think, this will dg, s
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

public importance as well as of recent occurrence.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid. Sir MUHAMMAD SA
Sir, T have implemented the promise that I made on the ﬂoc’?gfti II;Lﬁ : Mr. tfgcgl;t::;"’
get Session of March last. We have laid down the policy tha? a]?ui?a ;;16 it

i

The familijes
of the Securi i d
! urity Prisoners
ernment is to oj e

Kanta pas in
arving in spit‘C
to his family.

So g Q;

e Slr’ this js a matter of urgent
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Prisoners who were earning members and whose families have got no other source of

income, will be maintained at public cost. But we ‘rt'flu.n.-a.:ri f'.‘i(l‘ll i'\f.‘("..l:ll :t\ P]-th‘:::;fl _l'(:
apply through the Deputy Commissioners to minimisc ’llél‘l( eca l-(.‘ l\c ¢ -vnu:(i
a petition is received by me, I send it down to the Deputy .'.lllolill‘llhlﬁl‘(n.)f,lI .c-u C e
for a report.  Up till now, speaking from memory, some 70 people have been .Ll: ;_n
allowance and the cases of some 30 are under investigation. The two cases cited by
my hon. Friend...... i

Srijut ROHINI KUMUR CHAUDHURI : Three cases, hlf‘. |

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAI)_I:II.I,A: But I have
received only two telegrams. 1 have not received the letter. I'he two cases about
which my hon. Friend has just now mentioned, they are one from Bharati Das and  the
other from the wife of Rajani Choudhury......

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Ona point of inl'ol'“”’ti““_’ Sir. '\\'hc:lhm‘ lhl‘? f;un.il.\:
of Srijut Madhusudan Das, B.L. has applied for any allowance ‘:’ l_l(- is also 2 Sccurity
Prisoner. His family is starving at Barpeta and 1 think, application has been sent to
the Hon’ble Premier but his case has not yet been considered.

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There is no
point of prdcr in this i"tCﬂ"upLiOn, Sir. As a matter of fact, my Iriend is Ziving  some
information.

Srijut GHANA

for mati SHYAM DAS: Nota point of order, Sir, buton a poing of in.
ormation.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ As 1 g45q, Sige
every case which hag €ome to my notice has been enquired into and in about 5¢ per cent.
of the cases, T have granted not only family allowance but also personal allowance (g
the Security Prisoners. Unfortunately, as regards the personal allowance to the Sccurity
Pr;;;_o:;ers 1§1F°“C¢1‘{10d, although in certain cases we had given Rs.10 per month, under
;'l:cil_:)cg?l E[);’ i{g’.;hlch hus. tmanated from the Central Government, it has poyw been

This Adjournmcnt M

gt:{nRI:}lE:'AdMY Friend was here from the first day of the Session and if he wanqed t
g deRLumens Motion, he should have brought it on the first day,

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Sir, I got the telegram yesterday.

The : ; , ‘
gram il";ornHIC\)/Pr;)]%, Maula\_u Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir e tele-
noticed that thc;.r ani Devi Choudhury was received by me two days ago. Ay I also
the Hon’ble Mip:. _tWe::c two addressees I thought one was addressed to my Colleague,
He had the who Senan charge of Jail but now I find that it went to Mr, Chaudhuri.
&0 yesterday to put in the case before the House.

The poli : ;
utmost ];eni?l;g;m%l} adum_b_rated in this behalf, Sir, has been strictly followed and with
sioners for s , ((lrry Pclition that was received, has been sent to the Deputy Commis-
Qommissioner if I[t} SOometime even though an adverse report was given by (}e Dcpu.ly
sioner, T hay, ’givenOUnd any reason whatever to disagrec with the Dcputy‘ Conini
contrary. Ty Cetta: allowance in spite of the rccommcndatwn.of the local officer to the
farml}’ had cher 4 in Caseg I had to acCept thc 1‘c(‘01nm6ﬂdﬂuon as I foHIld that thc
allowance ang of to ¢ ofincome, Ag it is, Sir, 70 persons have already been given
every applicatiop th‘;l“fmamckr, half the cases are still pending and I may say that .
an allowance wi]] pg g:-: ‘eceived wil] be thoroughly scrutinised and wherever necessary
The Hon’ble the SP;:ted,
satisfied ? AKER . What is the opinion of the Hon. Mover. Is he
Srijut ROHINT , ‘
what the Hon’ble PriI;EMNﬁII}i“GHAUDHURI . Sir, I feel I{drdtlz)rfl t Canmccfl-icj;); _
- their polic . Ster has said, Rither the Governm Nt s not ser
about tneir | Y with regard to the allowan soan. o, the Security Prisoners or
Government servants do not take seriously thecco%i]cy laid down by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister and in either view, Sir, the resulc deserves condemnation.

otion, I think, Sir, is not in accordance with the provisiond A
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The matter relates only to three cases. The gen-
eral question -does not arise. . :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I must speak somthing with regard
to other cases. These people have been detained as Security Prisoners for a long ume.
All people will not complain for the grant of allowance. The respectable families,
although they are in difficulty, will not come for beggings only because their husbands
or relations have been in jail for a few months. Sir, what was the treatment given
to the German prisoners of war, what was the treatment given to .thc Ijlahan PIISOS
ners of war and what treatment is accorded to the Indian nmioui‘:]lSt prisoners ? :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon'ble Premier has said that he haslaid
down a policy and is following that.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have already
taken steps, Sir.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The telegram refers to September,
It is now two months and nothing has been done. Has not, Sir, that machinery to be

condemned ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Adjourn-

ment Motion is not for the machinery to be condemned, Sir,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - ~ What is the intention of the hon. Mover ?
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As I have said, Sir, T am not satis-
fied with what the Hon’ble Prime Minister has said. He has rather taken up an
unkind attitude this morning and I don’t know why. But when T do nothies
a more kindly assurance, I must stick to the Motion. 8
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Having heard the hon.  Mover ang- the
- Hon’ble Prime Minister, I am disposed to think that the Motion is in order. The
Motion is to this effect: %
“That this Assembly do now adjourn to consider a question of urgent public im-‘
portance and of recent occurrence, namely failure of Government tq give relief to
the starving families and dependants of some Security Prisoners.
Has any hon.Member objection to this Motion being discussed ?
© (After a pause,)
Hon. Members who are in favour of leave being granted to this Motion will
please rise in their seats. '
(Only 19 Members stood up and so no leave was granted to the Motion
being discussed.) : -
Attachment of salaries of Members

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Before we proceed with the business, T want
to inform the hon. Members of this House about an important matt’er wh'r'lh
concerns - all the hon. Members of this House. In the last November session =
travelling allowance bill was attached. But though my case was amicably settled S
reference to Government, I received a reply from the Sccretary, Legislative D’ oA
ment, informing me that the salaries and travelling allowances of Membersg e[f")art-
chislaturc are not attachable. Of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think, the hon. Member hag
or the information of the other Members of the House.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY - Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member could haye done it i

i mn SOme

other way-

Mentioned this

Smoking inside the House :
i MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUD s,
Manes ion, may I know whether smoking inside the ‘HOEURY Ir, on a poing

: at . . i : S ANY
of m{c-i:énlll-lo n’ble the SPEAKER: No. There is g distinct :illes lzfl‘-l‘mxssnble P
allowed inside the House. at no Smoking is

i MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAU
that h;{)arz?v‘lrisl\i/{or in the Official Gallery is smoking, DHURY. But I find, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: If any visitor is Smoking then he must leave
the Gallery. :
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Discussion Re

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The House may now proceed to discuss the food
situation in the Province. Three Motions* have been tabled on this subject.
One stands in the name of Maulavi Muhammad Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury,
another in the names of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, Maulavi Naziruddin
Ahmed and Maulavi Abdur Rahman. These two Motions arc practically the
same although the second Motion is a bit argumentative. Then the third
Motion stands in the name of Maulavi Abdur Rahmau. There have also been
some amendments tabled to the first and the third Motions. There are three
amcndmcnts']‘ to the first Motion 2nd two amendments ** to the Motion
of Maulavi Abdur Rahman, that is, to the third Motion. I have scrutinised

garding the Food Situation in the Province

#1, Maulavi I\/I_uhammnd MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move:—
*“That this Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation in the Province”.
#g. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY
Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED to move:-—
'Maulavi A_BDUR RAHMAN
““That this Assembly is of opinion that the extremely grave situatiou arising out of the
acute shortage of food-stuffs and the abnormal prices thereof in the Province be taken
into consideration”.
#3, Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move i—

““That this Assembly if of opinion that the Government of Assam d> constitute a spe-
cial Committee of scven members consisting of officials and non-officials. with non-
official majority to be nominated by the Government to draw up a definite programme
to l(.ica,l’ with the economic and food problems in the Province and to regulate the supply
policy”.

Amendments to Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSATY CHAUDHURY'S Motion on the

d situation in the Province to be discussed on 23rd November 1943.
food situatiSy "BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move :—

&'

u’faking the food situation into consideration thic Assembly is of opinion that in order to
effectively tackle the present food situation and to improve the economic condition in the

- Province the 'G()Vcr.ﬁme.nt do take the following measures amongst others at once :—
(1) To open registers in villages 1mmcd'inu:ly throughout the province with a view to record (a)
¢ of each cultivator, (b) the arca of his land under paddy cultivation, (¢) total quantity of

the nam harvested, (d) number of members of dependents in the family of each cultivator below
crops ¥ e 12 years of age scparacely’ ]
and abO‘V revent export from the province before knowing the actual surplus, if any, and to
(& istrict export of foodgrains within the province.
allow mtcTo pursue vigorous anti-hoarding drive.

(3) nt profiteering by all possible sev. rest means.

reve
4) %gcp Grow-More-Food Campaign be properly handled by an expert and qualified officer.
Egg To set Uup Regional Food Advisory Boards throughout the province to regulate the pro-
ad price.
duction;, sugplyn?rodfce ration cards throughout the province. Yt e
) g make adequate arrangements for supplies of all kinds of essential food-stuffs and other

necessarics gf_";f: SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN to move:i—

he word ‘Province’ at the end of the origine1 Motion the following be added:—

: ter t :
sxhat 2] Assembly is of opinion that the Government do take the following amongst other

eand that this

: t delay: o ot 4 . ; :
" measurcs "’)’tfg:;lroduction of rationing all over the Province including the cural areas ; and
" a

£ . . ¥ i i ilk, meat, eggs and fish?’. ~
. n of price of all essential food-stuffs including milik, » GBS ish”’,
(b) Fgﬁa"ﬁ’IRENDRA NATH DEB to move:— L 4 ;
T "BIZ: ¢ after the word ‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion the following be added—
Ihe this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do refrain from making
2

¢and that € dd Tt s
hases of rice or paddy on their own account . £ di S .
any purchase i ents to Maulavi ABDUR RA HMAN’S Motion regarcing constitution of a Commits
e Af‘: up 2 programme to deal with the economic and food problem in the Province, to be
tee to dra November 1943,

3rd
discuﬁﬁi Ogrzijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN to move —
¢eThat for the original Motion the following be substitutec =
sThat this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do set up a Standing Com-
 seven members of the Assam Legislature, five to be clcpted from this House, one to be
mittee oc by the Government from among the members of the Legislative Council and the Minister-
ominat Gupply to act asts Chairman, to advise the Government from time to time on problems
in-charBe 7 connected with civil supply of the Province’ '
and pOngy Babu KARUN?GSINDHU }{(_)Y to move :—
; i pfter the wordf ovcrlnmen_t in the fourth line the following shall be added :—
¢and 10 pe taken from all parties of the Province, -

B Ty .
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these Motions and Amendments and I find that all these Motions and Amendments
can be discussed. Now, for the House to discuss the food situation in the Province,
I think it would have been better if the debate was initiated by Government. !31}!:
when private Members have tabled the Motions I would allow the debate to be ini-
tiated either by Maulavi Mubammad Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury or any one of
the three Membersin whose names the second Motion stands, and after that Mo-
tion is moved I would call upon the Hon’ble Premier to state the Government posi=
tion with regard to the food situation in the Province, and the measures that have been
adopted by Government and the nature and extent of success that have been achieved .
up till now. That would help the House to proceed with the debate in a regular way.
Then I shall ask the hon. Members in whose names the Amendments and the other
Motions stand, to move their Motions and Amendments and then a debate will proceed
and finally, the Hon’ble Prermier will reply after which the debate would conclude
and the Motions will be put to the vote. There is an amendment tabled by
Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain. If this amendment is adopted then the Motion

standing in the name of Maulavi Abdur Rahman, and the amendment of Babu

Karuna Sindhu Roy. would be barred. But with re

nd gard to other Amendments
I am of opinion that all can be accepted by the House ;

\Vithou roq 1
resulting therefrom. So I would 'allow all "the Motions and th; ;ﬁcni;lg&i?:t:;;);
to be moved and discussed in the House. I shall however consider how the vote of
the House is to be taken on the Motions and the Amendments,

* Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, before the matter is discussed. it
will be better if some arrangements are made so that the Public outside Can. oo
the debate on this important matter. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, this has already been done. Tt wonld T
better if I get the names of the hon. Members who want to take Part in th'c
debate. I may then fix a time limit for each speech, if necessar > 1

* Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, there is a food scarcity throughoyt the Pr
vince. So everybody wants to speak. a3

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If every hon. Member speaks then the debate would
not be finished to-day.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: With regard to my Motion, No.3, will it have
to be moved separately ? .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have said that I would a
to be moved so that the debate may be focussed on the various
which have prompted the Motions and the An_lendmcnts.

May I know who would like to take part in the debate.

* Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Sir, two of the Members of my Group like to mak
speeches on this matter, T

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN GI’_’IAUDHURY: Mr. S
Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly do proceed to consider the food sit
Province. Since the time J gave notice of this Motion, the food situa
vince has changed. The price of rice was so high that it was almost

llow all the Motions
aspects of the subject

- Speaker,
Uation ip the

tion in the Pro-

. 105t prohibjt; ;
owing to the handling by Government or for any other reason this has SoThe é\(;e. Eithey
But this, according to us, is still temporary, because we find in s Wn now,

ome placES
"€ and a p,
So we
on.

¢ selling at Rs. 36 per maund came down in the course of o
i 12 per maund. But after that it had gone upto Rs.22 again,
e resent rate will be a permanent rate for the next rice seas
the P! hed some checking stations and export has been stopped,
eStabhtShC Bengal traders would not come to this Province for
hapéi3 the rate had gone down. There is another factor also. T ctrado:: on rice and
ol their rice at R pyt S oy onths of August afg Scptemggc}glsts did not
Sere hoping to get 151'_ h; | pl‘{ﬂl matu? om ?ﬁgents‘ COming from B:C?iuse they

hen Government established checking sta 10?3 Or oilices in different c neel Lo
:\; stop export from this Prowl{ce to Bengal, the stockists of the prg entres in ordcc;-
their rice and paddy and the pricc had come down. Now and ¢hey Lrovince relensed

Where rice
If month tq

annot say that
Overnment havc

freend thcrc[‘o,e’ per-

* Speeches not corrected by the hon. Members concerned, -
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on a sudden the price goes beyond Rs.20. We then come to know on enquiry that
some stockists are purchasing rice with a hope for future, or some Bengal agents are
purchasing through local agents in a competitive way for which the price goes very
high. I am glad that after the decision arrived at at the Food Conference that was held
in this Building in August last Government took every effort to check the export and

the Checkers and the Inspectors of Rice Control were all active and at the same time
Government seized paddy from the stockists at the rate of Rs.10 per 'maund. Some
cultivators gave their paddy without any objection. Sometimes paddy was seized ot
such huge quantity that hundreds of cases were reported to us and we reported the
matter to the Government but unfortunately Government did not take any action in
this direction. We find from the reports of the Govdrnment agents that while the
agents wWerc purchasing al_thc rate of Rs:18 or 19 per maund in Cachar and Assam
Valley districts, all the officers _of Government in the district of Sylhet were purchasing
paddy at Rs.10 per_mau'nd which was much less than the rate fixed by Government. It
would have becn fair for Government to pay at least at the controlled rate to the cultie
vators of the districts of Sylhet. -We brought this matter to the notice of Government
but we are sorry that Government did not take any action in this ditection. We heard
of many cases of highhandedness on the part of the officers appointed in connection
with the Rice Control by Government. There are some Cascs instituted in courts but I

don’t know whether Government have taken any action departmentally or what action
they propose to take. One very sad occurrence took place

in Markuli. Some of the
officers tortured a Bengal trader in suc

h a manner that the man died on the spot. 1
understand that an enquiry was made but we did not know whether the culprits were
really found out and h

auled up. For this, people became annoyed and did not wel-
¢ these officers. They regularly ransacked villages to exact money from the

, com : _ :
cultivators. Some seized paddy and sold the same to their relatives and friends and
to the Bengal traders but though reported to the Government no action was taken at

Surma Valley when there was no control over export, Messrs. Ishpa-
hani and Company of Calcutta and Messrs. Kilburn and Co. freely purchased rice
from markets and without having respect to any rate they competed among themsel-
ves and kept the market excited and this was to some extent responsible for the high
rice of rice in the months of June, July and August in the Surma Valley. Rice
control staff fought against them but they coqld not do any thing because Govern-
ment could not check their operation at least in the Surma Valley. T was told the
other day by a gentleman of Maulvibazar that Messrs. Jshpahani & Co. are still allowed
to purchase rice indiscriminately in South Sylhet Subdivision and T am told by my
d Maulavi Abdur Rahman that they

hon. Friends Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury and
are still pur hings are allowed, I am afraid, the

i frice will again risc.
pncegnc very surprising revealation to the House will be perhaps that the Rice Control
staff though appointed in last year were not paid till October. The checkers told s that
they got appointment letters and uniform to fio this work and that work but they
were paid not 2 single douri. Unless they are paid regularly what work can we expect
from them ? T am told that they seized this boat and that boat to exact money and
) d some checkers and some Assistant

many such cases were reported to Government anc
Sub-Inspectors were dismissed but what is about their pay ? They were appointe

by Government but I don’t know why Government did not make any provision

for their pay. '

~ Mr. BAYDIANATH MOOKERJEE: They were perhaps on commission basis.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN GHAUDHURI: If Govern-
ment admits it I shall have no grudge because I know there arc many companies an
commission agents,  Sir, though Government checked all exports from this Province
still in sorlne lo;:ahtm.s there was want of foodgrains. We heard the other day how
-ﬂ}e pilopt}?e goa]rs;m}fachang suffered. We discussed the matter threadbare and we
lb;oirxr"lctlzed rk th:‘;"w;nd Sodmc action was taken by Government to find out the
A a%so e b shun er the possession of hoarders. But if I say that the Govern-

ment 18 ry big hoarder, I think, I shall not be very wrong. Government

the time. In

chasing in Karimganj too. If these t

P SRS

e e ——————— i v
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seized paddy and collected it and kept in godowns but when people died of starva-
tion they did not release that paddy. 1f the private hoarder is to be blamed the
Government is not free from complaint of that nature. Through some pressure
Government appointed some agents for supply of rice to Government officers and some
agents suppliced rice to the people of Shilleng. One of these agents is Rai Bahadur
Jiban Ram Goenka. I am told by some of the residents of Shillong that this agent
supplies rice to the people of Shillong which is not worth consumption. The other
day Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan said that it was not even fit for 4%, @ite1 (cows
and horses). The quality of rice is not at all good. I have been supplied with samples
and I hope, the Hon’ble Premier will have a look on these. This is a first quality rice and
thisis a second quality rice. The Hon’ble Finance Minister in reply to a ques-
tion of mine the other day said that he purchased rice from these controlled shops.
I do not think- that this second quality rice was purchased by him or by any of his
Colleagues.  These samples were taken from some controlled shops. Evidently black
marketing was going on.  On 17th October I arrived in - Shillong. I went to a con-
trolled sh_qp for rice afqd I was shown this rice by the shop-kcéper. I could not
purchase it. I asked a friend of mine who gave me some pj i ioht
which was purchased at the rate of Rs. 40 per maund. For sak 1cef LN ng.k
the help of my friend and he procured i S ,?0 myself I too
. hen I went down

: it through  black-market
to Gauhati where I found that same thing was going on there Perhaps the Hon’ble
going . z 1e
bag of Sugar was sold jn Shillong at

Premier will bear me out if I say that a

Rs. 125. In this way, due to the defect of matters of control, black :
going cn. In the mulfussil, the charge of supply was placed ,in r;nn Tarket"}g was
hands of clerks, and it was alleged that to procure a bag O;- sy owns in the
Government godown cost not less than Rs. 25. Now what was tl:lgarh fromyihe
to do ? He paid the price and in addition he paid Rs. 25 as bribe Tle s Irf)l:y--lu:f:per
the shop-keeper recover this amount ? He had to take recourse to b.hck s ko"v conld
in this way he profiteered. Sir, if this state of affairs is allowedrto marketing and
afraid, Government cannot check black marketing. If the officers thomfm.ue’ I am
of supply in the districts encourage black marketing in this wa Olaue]n charge
cultivators will be helpless.  In towns where the officers look after ﬂy, tlllf.tn the poor
selves people get some advantage, but in villages no commodit o I}Tgs e
maida, sugar, etc., is regularly available. They are brought accor}c;i11su(t: as atla,
Shop-keepers come to the town and if they can pay to the § 1o necessity.

. A i1Ssuing
atta, maida and sugar, 1-f they cannot, they go back empty handed asgf?}?:r f;he); ge;‘:
that locality are deprived of these commodities. ‘e sometime bring coi,gﬁ?n?s

to the local officers but for want of irstructions from Governm
anything. It was decided at the Food Conference on the 24th i]\l:i fllslfy ﬁ?nnpt do
subdivisional towns Government would set up a food committee \%rh vaas gl
after the distribution of foodstufls throughout the whole subdivisionO%OUId g
sorry, at least in my town no such committece was established renut Iiam
NOWz though the price of rice has come down, still proﬁteering is gons
scll rice at Rs. 12 to 16 per maund but when they purchase othergcnmg on. People
do not_get proportionate reductioh in prices and therefore some O}i?modmes they
ment is made with the sellers and thus black marketing goes on tlegal arrange.-
on formerly. While the anti-hoarding drive was started in Bengal, Goy, _as1t was going
jssued Instructions not only to the officers but to the Mmembers ‘“i;l’lment of Bengal
These instructions contained how the officers should approach t}, 0 the_ public also.
the members of the public should meet them, and therefore, s ¢ Public and how
anything illegal and the public, under the instructions of Gover?l cers could not do
ceived the officers and the operation of the scheme waq goin ment, cordially re-
there is absence of any such instructions by our Gg

5 N smooth
: : ) A I Vernment Oothly. But
according to their sweet will are working in different Cﬂntresand therefore officers
formity in the operation in the subdivisions. Now wh; is and there is no uni-

: ; t .
request the Govcrnﬂ_“cm tolstart an zznu-hoar.dx_ng drive fiis lgllf; 1mmedV L | woul_d
vators by issuing Instructions both in English ang Vit renefit of the culti-

. acul
should be instructed in such manner as to how to do their duty aE;fd ?I?a(tit tftllé:; dc;fﬁgc;;s
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the public. The public should also be instructed | I
: ¢ d to do this and that and how the public should 10w 't 1e
them. If these instructions are widely circulated throughout the whole Peoir: “HPPFO“ICII
such things will not occul in future, as they are occurring now IWIILLI, 1 think,
request Government to make a _complctc survey of the cultivable .I'll;ld Woudd fu'rthcr
to prevent all exports from this Province to other Provinces. ands under paddy
The checking stations shou'!d not be allowed to go u - ,
= ow. The officers appointed under the scheme of lgicc I(E(i)l:‘icl(r:'](\)lcd‘;lli.::léhi)’ are going
“larly ; they should not be kept unpaid, and thus indirectly allowed to tfkp1xd phi.
to illegal gratilﬁ?z;tul)n;)d F o;’ ti:rcl :a]:(cl (cl,f t(},-l,.ow_M ore-Food campaign, Goverx;m ‘c;nltcs(s:l?gﬁg
en all available land. as to at some of the Distri St gy
grders that land,s,ShOU]d be scttled with cultivators on chuilfjl:zctzgih{iif:::::]dtcsl Sasm:d
approve Seiit The landf shf)u]d‘ be .SCttlcd direct according to the r‘m'):a((}"' _f)‘not
all 1 .wpl_lld request Government to constitute a Provincial Food Bsybtém’
look after the distribution of foodstuﬂ"s_ throughout the whole Province. Thi oard to
ed by many hon. Members in the last Budget Session but ('-01;‘:’: makkes
have not yet done ar.xlerIlm-g in this dlr'cction. According to m:: ek i; Oflnfncnt
necessity 3 for want of a éoc;rd all the grievances of the localities cannot come utlégclm
notice of Government an -I"t ey cannot consider the conditions of different locali:‘”c
with the result that the officers arc acting according to their discretion without 1e%
uniformity: Tt ortag.t‘ centres in the rural areas Government should appoint c:)l:{.:z
mitees tO look after thc }strlbullon gf_foodst_uﬂ's in the villages. This can be taken
circle by circle, ora tl{an% may bz.?]}wdcd into several centres according to Co‘nvc—
nience ; otherwise It ma}/ 2 V(::;Y, ifficult for Government to manage the distribution
oF foodstuffs ‘I com¢e I'Oﬂile l'v(: Yl-llagr:, and I know how the village people are
cuffering atuthls ¢time ; people living in the towns cannotimagine how things are going
: e villages- :
on mot;le point orc‘and I h_ang done. Government, under the pressure of public
e, e fixed the price ol rice, alla, dal, sugar, maida, etc,, but they c Il)d 1
OPImO;l:thD price of other COrr_lmodmes which are essential for life. I WOZ]dOU not
(e 1508 b oS look to that side also ; otherwise the cultivators would be Irfiquest
G0ycrnm (et o ce b lower prices and purchasing other necessaries of life : QBSIS by
1ling their : 1y effects the ec i = L e at a higher
sel ;s seriousty T : onomic condition of the cultivators. I d
price. stress on this point. ’ woul
therefor¢€ h}:zrc are SOmE amendments to my Motion, and there are some other inde
Slr’otions to < I do not like to take much time of this House. I hope pScitnl‘_
ey who i Sy endment to my Motion, would do R
Mr. Moo e ubject than I have done, and you would allow him sufficient tim
(& Wordst I beg to resume my seat. c.

justice .to se fe
with the : SPEAKER: Motion moved :

harass the members of
officers have been directe

. 3 -
moving the first am

’ th
The Higii:lﬁssembly do proceed to consider the food situation in the Province”
eThat this A0 1o vi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUTLA & M¢. hpeaker; &5
The HOﬂt cach hon- Mcmber, who will take part in_this discussion, will be Ou'&
I do hope th_ﬂ-c their suggestions as the hon. Mover of this Motion has done e
to Ve, od situation in the Province can be taken into two pa‘xrts viz
ate on this now, what sl’loul&

enoug ~<tion of food ¢
he. quest® olicy and, we should concentr

he paSt e
In the opinion of Government,
although we have not had the

the results © olicy-

rdfggu{gnghas been fruitful of good results, 1

9 s as was expected, partly on account of circumstances_over which the

same i ovcrnmcnt had no control, partly due to illitcracy and ignorance of

Pfow;lultivatofs and : a(;tll’ly cl;lm to the greed of 2 section of our own people. Times

oq:hout B mber ng.??l t:a::*1 t}}c controversy that we are a deficit Province, that our

wi - ere not rﬁr;::;tc;}]ﬁ-;tdh‘dt there would be an acute shortage in the Province it

the policy @ CovcHeRaie i the Military and allowing export to the famine
Province carried on unchecked. But in spite of the fact that

the policy which they have

\/
\

"
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from 15th May rightup to 15th August_ﬁ-cc L_l-;ldc,_ul\ll'ctftcrlcd l‘nnt;l 131{1:11:,1?1;&(}1? rboy; iz:.:égé
ban, had full play in part of the Province, 1n Spmf)‘(; ne.Facrccsm i etrase
sold quite a considerable quantity of rice to the ‘ L.eni(i %t\-- y s
admit that the acute shortage—I should say general shortage—that was apprehen

did not fortunately materialise,

I must be. frank and admit that our statistics are not what they should be. It
is not merely a provincial question. This question was tackled by thc} Grcgiory Cc.m!-
mittee, who after taking evidence of all-India came to the can‘ch‘lsmn that the statisti-
cal position of foodgrains throughout India was not what it should be, that there
should be some reliable data on which to base our calculations.

But in spite of this limitation, I make bold to say that what T had told the H-l:)usc
has come to pass, that is, there was not any universal shortage throughout. the Prov;n(‘:e,
in spite of a big drain. This will be only a guess work. because there is no statistics
whatsoever of the amount of paddy and rice that was exported from the Surma V alley
during the period of free trade. Taking everything into consideration, we will not be
far wide of the mark if we say that full 30 Jakhs maunds of rice and paddy were sent to
Bengal and supplied to the Defence force, and yet, barring local shortages for special cir-
cumstances in different localities, the Province in general did not suffey, Speeial localities
like Baniyachong has been mentioned. Therefore, I xylll confine myself fo B oA
It had special reasons namely the murderous malaria epidemic raging in that ‘localitg'
which is responsible for shortage of rice, but even then, as T mentioned the Sthcy y
that eye-witnesses have come to me to say that there is a good and bountif] cro reag -
for harvesting and that we should organise labour even if it phe nccessary topi 0;{
from Bengal to reap that bumper crop. There are placcs in the A {/I‘I;le ;
notably the Subdivision of Dibrugarh which cannot subsist unless 5 large o t'a 3{
rice is supplied to them from lower down the Valley. The quantity neCcs(sl n 1}:}’_0
is as much as 10 lakhs of maunds per year. We, therefore, haq t0 arran a“l’t £IB>
chase of the surplus rice and paddy that came to the market, net only forge the pur-
the Military but also to the civilian population of different areas o il supply to
of fair and equitable distribution amongst our own people. The gy
was not large shortage in those areas clearly shows that the Policy adgpted B
Government justified this course, Mention has been made of the very h? }‘: y the
which rice soared during the months mentioned by my Friend, pjp s eg pIrlce to
August. The high price according to the Mover was partially due toitha (;oJu Y_a_nd
buying between Messrs. Ishpahani, agents of the Government of Bengal ang ¢, mspenturc
Company represented by Messrs, Kilburn & Co. who bought for oS calner
for their own establishment. I have mentioned before the House, oy 2 Ing  food
sion that Government. of India advised to start free trade in the Easterny S agca

Bihar, Orissa, Bengal and also a part of Assam, namely, Surma Valle *Eionsiaf
a foregone conclusion that if ap area is brought under free trade tlz’. It was
prices in the entire area wil highe . € level of
St,
il

1 come to the same standard as the
heard, my hon. Friend may  have personal knowledge, that i the n: We have
province of Bengal, the normal' Price of rice in those months waq ds e

ter the local Government, 1 mean the Provincial Government of A
consultt_:d nor the Centra] Government gave any head to the igniﬁcd » Was neither
very vigorous protest that ., lodged immediately after & » Neverthe]ess
free trade. Conferences were held and the bad results of thicige epmm,“lgation of
realised even by those who thrygt free trade upon those areay -, TXPCrimeny were
an experiment of two monthg free trade was withdrawn, timately afger
step before the free trade anq

: er

n in the areas where .ther_c ‘was f;lénen took every
serve for the population of the province, €very grain of rice and p, dde rade, to con-
kind of ban on €Xports to outside the Province, but humay ¥,

; Psycho, and put every
it is, the lure of 4 to 5 hundred per cent. of gain compelled any trc;: C?gy being what
Province as well as outside to try and smuggle our food-graing ¢, B ers both of the

tngal.  We started



814 DISCUSSION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN THE PROVINCE  [23rp Nov-

checking stations on the border arca, both in the Assam Valley as well as in the
Surma Valley. My Friend, the Mover, has frankly admitted that this was a great
check upon smuggling of our food-grains to outside, but he had at the same ume
said that these checking stations ought to be checked by supervising staff, What
work these checking stations did can be realised when I placed the following figures
before the hon. Members of this House. In the checking station in the Assam
Valley, as much as, a lakh and twenty-one thousand maunds of paddy and about
two thousand maunds of rice were prevented from being smuggled out of the
Province. In the Surma Valley, the quantity though less was nevertheless not
insignificant.  Speaking from memory, the quantity of rice scized by these
checkers is about 1,300 maunds of rice and about 45,000 maunds of paddy.
Government did all that they could but if the whole country side wants to commit
suicide there is no power on earth to keep them in check. If our cultivators or if our
traders, in order to make money, want to export rice from Surma Valley especially
during the rainy scason when the borders of Bengal and Assam become one vast sheet of
water where innumerable dug-outs and small country boats daily operate as the only
means of transport, it is humanly impossible for the few Government checking stations
to prevent a certain quantity being smuggled out. If our people had looked to their
own];ntcreist a little further than the immediate prospect of fabulous gain, then neither

g::lrtivz?gas. tr?gctlifi;l?x: the Assam mercha'ms could take awa‘y rice mé“,l pany from our
TS ctae S uredia Cons'datt(ir Govcrqmcnt (_hd whatever they could. : _:ovm‘nm_cm them-

that they might notl (l:lra ble quantity of rice and paddy ﬁ'me.thc Cl.l_tl‘{a}t(?ls with a view
The rice and padd S;le It to the Bengal merchants and distribute It within the ya]led

1B itien thetun alv yt }at were secured by the District authorities were meant to feed the

GiRee BNy Friendcif[w 1en there would be shortage after a huge .dx_*;un to outside the Pro-

WoTE patd o inatxlavz Maqbul Hussain Ghaudhur}: has criticised that the prices that

Aty theyprc:r q?.c:-s to the cultivators b_y th(_: (;ovcl-pm(_:nt Oﬂfcut]s were far less

Valley. I think, he isaél Ing mflrkct‘ratc at that time in the Dlstrlc.ts_:)f Cachar and Assam

AR A timés wi - Waor::(:'ct in this matter. I had made inquirics on the complaints

e oMt A aness T Cultsivl (;pnrted to me by the lJcputy' (Lommlssmn{:r. of Sylhet that

reasons—firstly in tha l‘aina ors themselves sold away their paddy at this rate fo, two

was of that type which 1. lv szlellsr)n they had no place to stock and :,:choncllY the paddy

time of the highest hur;nidci}fd Yy known as the Boro paddy. This is harvested a¢ the

- Government paid the price Yt and so, they do not keep for a l_ong time, MOFCOver,
centre where godowns i a tlile granary and the cost of bagging and ransport to a

if there was a little Jegg priceava‘, able had to be borne by Government. T'herefore avel

were given sufficiently pon. 'plaid than the market price, it can be said that the people

been alleged. Governme onable price and not unduly small and forcible price ag has

Last year when the e I}t took other measures also for coming to the aid of the people.

trading community goi @' trade channels were choked owing to the defection of the

a chaotic condition 8 to their homes in Central India leaving the trade in Asgarm in

to the doors of the 'CUI,t’ overnment undertook to bring the other necessitieg of life

1vat0_rs so that they could maintain them with a reasonable dietary

requirement. I h,
h e ve j : : ;
the_ TiCe position ip A;;mnu-oncc{ before, that even in the midst of these Clrcumstances,
position as regayds oth:m IS not so bad as that of some other provinces in Indig. Our

not very happy, U Necessaries of life namely, dal, sugar, salt, alla, and flouy was
from which to manuf; 0¢s not grow here and we have got no salt lake or spring
and the quantity of d;jca;lrc salt.  We have also got no sugar factory in the Prgyince
the population and thet at 13 produced here is hardly suflicient to feed one-tenth of

result yaq that Government had to import from outside a vast

quant@ty of cereals anq
year, i. ¢. 194243 wos é);l'imr Necessaries of life. The quantity that was imported Jast

and odd maunds of ga]t at ?ag‘ni’-d from the following figures:—7 lakhs 63 thousand
thousand and odd maunds of SS of over 45 lakhs of rupees was imported, 2 lakhs 28
Ugar at a cost of over 33 lakhs of rupees, 43 thousand

unds of alta at a cost
st of VERY esel {;ﬁsllﬁkhs of rupees, 19 thousand and odd maunds of gram at
ac d il di yl? akh of rupees, 2 thousand 6 hundred and odd maunds
of mustard o a high cost apq 97, 965 maunds of dal at a cost of

1¥

3
3
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SVer 11 faldhs of rupees. If Government had not undgrtaken this c_olossal task of l_erg-
Mg from outside the Province, these commodities which play an important part _m the
dtetary requisites of our people and if the Province had not borrowad_moncy in mdg;‘ ﬂti?
€arry on these transactions, the people of Assam would have been in very great dif]
Culties. We have continued the same policy in the year 1943-44 also and the quantities
.12t are imported are in advance of that of last year. . Any one who has travellf:d cﬂlu'-
g these days knows the diﬂicu[ty of transport and it was with t}]e greatest ghfﬁc ty
that this huge quantity of commodities was transported from outside the Provmcc: ata
ime when the main artery ol communication namely, the Bengal and Assam Railway
was breached by flood and was unavailable for a long time.

It may be said and it has been rightly s
tentions of Government have been frustr
would say, Sir, that there was no |
ment after importing these good
The District authorities were asked to select reliable and honest merchants who will be
licensed as ‘wholesaler. Similarly to reach the inter

r ior and also different quarters small
retail  traders were licensed to receive Government goods
at controlled price. It has bee

and sell them to the public

n reported to me and I believe jt is correct that in many

instances, only a small portion, of the stock that was issued to the licensed traders were

received by the public at the controlled price and a part found jts way to the black

market. It is rather a very painful topic “to dwell on. The pain lies in the question

““‘who are these people who are breaking the good intentions of Government. > Tia5 onr
own kith and kin. Itis
hard hit, the controlled

all the more painful that at a ti
price fixed by Government which gave a decent

fit to the traders, was set at naught and people tried to make a 1009, and 2009 profit.
If public opinion was strong in Assam, if the local public haq refused toob'uy at
any price but the controlled price rather than buying articles from - the black market
even though that might necessitate thejr going without commodities like sugar, these
black-guards of society then would have been brought to their senses,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: You showed the way Sir, by purchasing
from black market in Bengal. i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - My Friend is
reminding me of my attempt to feed the sweet mouths in the Province of Assam.
There are occasions when some sugar is absolutely necessary, if for nobody else, at
least for the Rasagulla-fond Brahmins, For Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee to cavii at my
attempt to provide him with a dish of sweets is I should say the he

ight of ingratitude. I
did ask the Government agent to buy 10,000 mds. of sugar from
at a time when our own

{ Calcutta black market
quota of sugar was not available. Again it is Painful to
relate the reason for the shortage. Sugar as everyone knows has been controlled by
the Government of Indja and each province had been allotted 5 special quota and
special factories were asked to sell to different province. The factory ip Bihar from
whlclg A:sam WaSl to obtain its quota was burnt down by sali)]oteurs and we could not get
or about a month any sygay : was the time when ]
t;o black market in Beynga?.z.l.r : Ttau .....That ' et ke vEERNe
: Mr. BAIDYANATEH MOOKERJEE : We also do that, Sjr,
d.
pcllc The Hon’ble May]
to find, Sir, that at least,

aid from many quarters that the good in-
ated by what is alleged, lack of control, I
ack of control on the part of Government. Govern-
s left the distribution to the distributiny companies.

margin of pro-

when Wwe are com-

I%LLA: I am glad
t ®2re at one with us
O the Outside. It is

avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD

i the Mover and I hope, some of his Frie
in the pOliCY which he asked us to follow, wzz., to stop

is reason that Government had re-established, after the
ﬁf@g}zié stations in the Surma Valley. Again I regret to sge? t-adet}\;vas Wwithdrawn,
tall talk we hear in this I—I?ll, n spite of best attempts of the Gove n’me at in spite of
port during the 3 months rom 15th August, up till ROW twe hava ha(;] t to stop a:lé cx;
95 000 mds. of paddy from being taken out of the P_rovmce, namel to stop abou
the people of Assam or at least the traders of sending fq Y,
has not stopped. Unless the represent

the tendency of
- . odstuffs outsi
atives of the people
House explain to their own constituenc

s . 2 _ who are present in this
165 or in their neighbourhood thatpthis is a suici-
dal policy, unless our own people accept that advice, T am afr

aid, we will not be able to

all export
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check even 509, of the quantity that is smuggled out. I seek the co-operation of every

section of the House in this matter. I have already referred to the suggestion that these
. . g + . S5 . . .

checking stations should be checked and I will see how much we can do in this line.

Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury has raised a very pertinent point when he said

that the best interests of the people would not be served if Government keeps price con-.

trol over rice and paddy only. Foodstufls that come to sustain the life of our cultivators
must also be controlled, T mean the price thereof. So far as articles that are controlled
by the Government of India are concerned they fix the price themselves, i, e., the price
of atta, and sugar. We issue in the Gazette the price at which Government wants that
these ought to be sold. I believe, Sir, that this is a policy vhich has found acceptance
in the higher quarter and Government of India is doing their best to reduce the price of
such other commodities like the implements used by our cultivators, like the necessaries
of life, as cloth. So far as cotton cloth is concerned, most hon. Members must have
noticed in the Gazette that the Government of India has issued the Cotton Cloth and
Varn Control Order by means of which the price of cotton cloth has been greatly re-
duced. There is reason to hope that there will be a further reduction. Germane to
the subject is the question of standard cloth. To-day, I can put a very cheerful note
on it than before.  This year we have been allotted 29 million yards of standard
cloth. So far, we have received 3 million and 5 million more yards are on the way
and if the rate of the despatch of last month is kept up, we hope to get our entire
allotment by February.........c........ '

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : How much has been received altogether ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We have
received uptil now 3 million yards, 5 million yards are on transit and 7 million yards
are on the point of being loaded in trains. Sir, if this rate is kept up, I think, there
will be a definite decline on the price of cloth. If again our people as well as - our
officers play the game and this quantity is sold to the poor, as is envisaged both by
the Government of India as well as the Provincial Government and as well as the mill
owners who produce the goods, then there need not be any feeling of scarcity of cloth.
We have already ordered our local officers to issue standard cloth.  As a matter of fact,
I ordered that the cloth should .be sold to the public before the Puja and the Id so
that the poor may get some new pieccs_ of cloth. I am told t}mt at least in Sylhet there
has been a good quantity already reccived and the stufl sold in the interior,

Now the policy that has been recommended by my Friend Maulavi Haqbul
Hussain Chaudhury in this Motion or at least in his speech had already been given
effect to. He has mentioned that we should endeavour to have every possible bit of
culturable land settled with the people. We have issued our Resolution on the subject
which has received mixed reception. Certain quarters complained that we have not

bodies who think that we should not have taken that

gone far enough. There are other ‘ : .
policy at all. The question which my Friend Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury

mentioned about the Chuktibhagi tenantry is not meant for settlement of land under
the Resolution. It is in connection with the uti

ilising of road side land which can be
settled with people for growing crep, only paddy crop, that this Chuktibhagi system

_is going to be experimented upon.

My Friend had very forcibly insisted that t"ere should be a committee or a food
board in the Province. In this matter I will entirely be guided by the vote of the
House. (Voices, hear, hear). But I will place certain matters before the hon. Members
so that they can arrive at « reasoned judgment on the subject. The question that we
- should remember is not merely one of paper scheme, but that a scheme laid down by a
bodyc,1 call it a food committee, call it, a food board, must be capable of being tran-
slated into action. There are three different branches of this subject.  First the pro-
curement, distribution and price control, A ard had 1
B el theiexperiment SR ntrol. s regdr s prqcurement, we 38 been bene-

1l aving a Government agency in the last year and we propose

tg deOWt} ;ﬁc same system with a separate agency for Surma Valley. Many run with
t .c idea that procurement is only possible in one case, namely, buying up all the surplus
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available coming to the market for export outside the Province. It is not so. Procure-
ment is necessary for equitable distribution and also for price control. Next comes dis-
tribution. For distribution of the procured rice and paddy one must have the co-opera-
tion of the railways and the steamship companies, Unless they agree to transport our
foodstufls from one place to another where it is necessary, no amount of paper scheme
would see the benefit to the people which such a board will want to do. L.astly comes
price control. Price control can be effective only if the authority controlling the price
has sufficient stock to release to the markets at a time when the markets show a tendcl}CY
to rise. Now, in order to function effectively and efficiently we must have the co-operation
of all the three bodies, the Government agents procuring, the railways, and steamship
commpanies that are carriers of these goods, for effective control of the rice position. In
these days the carriers have been utilised most by the defence services. The problem of
representatives of the army on such a board is a vital necessity. It is with these ideas in
our minds that the Economic Advisory Board was constituted. There we get representa-
tives of the railways as well as the steamship company. We also get the co-operation of
Military representatives.  We get reports from our buying agents. That body has got re-
presentatives from this Hoqsc and speaking off-hand, I think there are as many as eight
Members of this House sitting in the Economic Advisory Board. I think my Friend
either Mr. Whittaker, or Mr. Mookerjee or Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury will cor-
rect m(i if I fail to cnurcrixcr{fltc any member in that Economic Board. As reprst;scntatives
of this House or as head of the Supply Department, I am there. My Friend, the

Finance Minister is there. My Friend Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury nta-
tive of buro crop is also there. Mr. Whittaker, e PSS

. representative ‘of the ‘oreat Tea
Association, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahm St

an, Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin—tl
are all there. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali from Assam Valle; i]Sn;l]?O Jl:’?é

from this House. The Council is also represented by Mr. Satyendra Lahivi, 1 nisthis
way we have got a body which is already doing the work which a food COmrr;itteg il
do and in my opinion they are doing it far more effectively because we are getting the
co-operation of all other interests whom I have already mentioned but if on theg Mt
of that Board this House thinks that there should be another body then I will
. surely constitute another Board.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I interrupt for a s

Sir ? Is there any Member from the Assamese Hindu Community in the Economi:.:
Advisory Board ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1If by Assamese
only Assam Valley indigenous Hindus are meant

i ; there are none. =~ There is
Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin who represents the Indian Mercantile Community from Assam
Valley. -

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If there is
Mr. Buragohain can be taken in.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - 3 .
making these interruptions dc]igerately so that I may lose my trend. I\I@y t}F rle'Hnd‘ e
wants to constitute another food committee, I shall be only too glaq to form e U s
1 must say that the personnel of this Advisory Food Board must be othep th s
who all'ﬁ'f}dy sit 1n th_e _EC(_)nomic Advisory Board. That 18 one thinq andan. those
ching which I _ml.lst_lnsus:t is that under orders of the Government of India b another
rituted a Provincial Advisory Board for standard cloth. Now, Very recently b g,

ight back, we have reccived another communication from the Coverng & out aforts
nh;g:it we may constitute a Provm_cial Ad\{lsory Boa:rd for Carrying their ] :l ment (_)f India
;_nti-ho'dfding and antl-profiteering Ordinance—into effect. = We will 1? est Ordinance—
constitute a new board on the vote of the House. All the ni}[fi‘; ano%herl éf tl;re
ns shou e

any seat, Sir, I think

I se th
algamated and given to one board. T have so g
am .

: ME suggestig
en of which there will be one Government representatiye anréls of having 5 board of
?::m this House and one from the Upper House.  Whethe SIX non-official, five

i , “ther it wil] :
representative body—representative of -all sections of this Houge W;the gf;;sihlfe t;l)u},ﬁll‘;glf
I leave for the House to judge. So, Sir, in this matter | Will be guided by the views of
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this House. As I have already constituted the Standard Clo ard i hi
fo]lovfring are already there—Mr. Whittaker, Maulana Al)cl:J}ll Ii‘(l);l::z(llidlIi\'l\]‘jll:ll(:hli-:!?&
Kz.z_mlni Kumar Sen, Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar, Srijut Joges Chandra G:)h',w.in ‘1 1d
Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das. We havz already had six Members of the Le ;jsh;'lv
Assembly in the Standard Cloth Advisory Committee. If hon. Members \;z:mt‘élln‘t :.vg
board I will request them to consider whether these l\‘Icl‘l'le:”S

should have another
in in that body.

should not remain 1 ;
Then, again Sir, mention has been made by my Friend the Mover that the informal

food committee that dlsc_:us_scd: thf’: fon_d situation somctime in August recommended
that there should be 2 similar board in each Subdivisional headquarters and District
headquarters to 81V€ the benefit of their local knowledge and to give the advantage
of their informations to the District and Subdivisional authorities. I at once 10(;}{ t}i-."t
matter up and I have formed such food committees in every Subdivisional headc ey
wherein every Mﬁm_]?c}" O_f thc _LCHIS!MWC Assembly or Member of the L(-qislﬁti\'(! (E‘ou -
cil living within thClI‘_]UI‘IS(.ll.CthI’l will be a2 member. The Chairman of fiw LOC'li B : nd
and Chairman of the Municipal Board will also be members and there will be 3 rco‘l-z».
sentative of the tradgt ax_lcl any other enthusiastic worker about the food solut‘o‘n toplbc
nominated by the District Magistratc. Unfortunately although my Sccrctary. has sent
d in the Gazette but as some Subdivisions have not been

up the names to bc‘gub]ishc .
heir names up till now, I prevented him from publishing the names in

able to send upt

picccmcal- We have asked t'hc defaulting Subdivisions to send up the names
at once SO that the whole list can be published in one issue and that soon
I have every confidence that before this month is out, those food committees will
be constituted and they will have a large say in the matter of distribution and price
control in their ownl arcas. 1f hon. Members who will represent.their CUnStituc}]cics
in those Boards find that they can do “sufficient good to the pecople by giving their
gervices [0 those committces, they may think that we need not have a Pl%vincial

committee at this stage.

more matter and I wili finish. These are the first two recommendations

Sir, one
of my hon. Friend Mr.cll\/laq.blf% Hussain Chaudhury, and I find that Mr. Baidyanath
Mookerjee also h_ad made S{ml ar rccommchatmns. flhesq are the two recommen-
dations of suggestions; 2:¢-» (1) to start an anti-hoard drive with proper instructions to
PRl B (o) fo have 2 campieiesivey o e cultivable lands under paddy
- 1eal recomr.nend‘atlons which look very good in theory, but as realists‘
e mast take every pomf:1 1nt%'cgns1derati9n. Now roug_hly we have got 5 mil]ior;
e 5 1a 44 Emd,g? paddy—t lls is according to our agr:cultu_ral report. Converted
o big.ha‘s which 18 the nor};m? measure of Ian.d in the Province, it is a crore ang
WLOIf bighas. It is up to the non. Members of the House to judge what amount
A nty, Hme and labour will be required to have a complete survey of this vast
quantity of land. Then again we have been asked to start an anti-hoard drive.
Ninetyfive PEF cent./of our’population are cultivators and if any drive is to be under-
R it f this 95 per cent. of trhe people for \:vhom this anu-hoarf:lmg drl_ve is recom-
T rded will be involved in it.. There are quite 2 number of big cultivators who
havstot a-considerablc quantity of paddy and rice 1n their granaries. Wegoto a
e tor; ask him what 18 his requirement for feeding his own famll}f during the
year an {hen we BO with our weights and measures and start measuring the extra
Gantity of paddy- Is it conceivable that this drive can be done—very eflectively
one—in the short space of time that we have ? Moreover, N0 Crop of the different
seasonal varicty of paddy that we grow in Assam is in itself a surplus crop. Our winter
-’ the biggest, gives us_only 75 per cent. of our requircments. If we
r would at once say ¢ I have

Ccro whiCh _15 t . s
p d drive, say at this time, the cultivato
family for the year’. His extra

start an anti-hoar ;

riot got. with me the req}’"ement for feeding my

supplys if there 1sd3}) u?;lrigoy :t all, 1s made up by other crops. In the Surma Valley

they grow aus an_—which aE: band in the Assam Valley we have got different crops
. such as, aus bau S wi“m_flidcast and also another variety which is Khorma o;
Ldhicalis /St at HOME these crops make a surplus in the granaries of the

———"

R

| i ——
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cultivators. [f we take the total of these different harvests which a cultivator gets
at different times of the year the cumulative effect of that can alone show whether there
is a surplus and there is hoarding. Now the Government of India have very recently
enacted the Hoarding and Profiteering Prohibition Ordinance V of 1943 which was
issued from New Delhi on the 3rd November. I think that will give the Local Govern-
ments sufficient power to find out the hoardings. y

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: How the hoarding is defined ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The hoarding
is not defined, but the ¢ Hoarding and Profiteering Prohibition Ordinance’ gives
power to the civil authorities to take necessary remedial measures for the success of
a scheme which may be designed to supplement and reinforce Provincial efforts in
the campaign against hoarding and profiteering.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information. Does not the Ordi-
nance relate to articles other than paddy ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My Friend is
(fog'cml{bl;t we have already got an Ordinance or Order passed under the Defence of
ndia Rules.

Qrdmapcc is giving particular powers to the Provincial Government to deal with
the difliculties experienced against all hoarders. We can follow the same policy for rice
and paddy also. To find out whether a trader is hoarding or not, we must find that he
has surplus in his godown or granary, but to prevent such a stock being found the rule
or process that is now Dbeing generally followed by the.traders js that the poor
cultivators are being given advance which is popularly known as dadon anc{) the
paddy or rice is kept with the cultivators as against that advance and the
ownership of the property is though with the trader the possession of the articles
is' with the cultivator. In order to get round this we have recently jssued
another order whercin we have asked both the cultivator and the ahajan to
disclose the amount .of dadon that has been given so that we may know what quantity
of food-grains—rice or paddy—is with the cultivator on behalf of the trader
If we get this material from both the sources, we will beable to follow any Rk
where it is and if we know where the stock is, we can either requisition jt or secure
it for distribution to the public. Hence there is no need for a drive to find out stocks.

I think, I have placed sufficient materials before the House of the policy which
Government had adopted in the past and the policy which Government is intending
to follow in the future, and in the light of the remarks and the figures that I have
given, I think, my hon. Friends will give us the credit that we have forestalled them
and most of their recommendations have been given effect to.

The Assembly then adjourned for. lunch till 2 P.M.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ?f\tr%il]]lcinrfsw ask the hor. Members to move thei
Motions and Amendments without any speeches. After all the Motions ang Amer::cit
ments are placed before the House I shall call upon the Members one after anothy
to deliver their speecheg ; of course, the Movers will be given preference, s

Then I nay tell the hon. Members that this is the really most Important hys;
ness of the Session. This very vital question affects the Province deeply and usi-
hon. Membcr'lg anxious to take pai‘t in the debate. I am therefOre ’dis O-GC?Ch
give ample latitude to every hon. Member who wants ,tO speak, Hon, T
know we have got two more days for Private Members’ Business ; jf the debate ;
not finished to-day it can be carried over to the 26th ; if it be not finished 4 chEtess
it may stand over again for the 27th. As I see, the House is very keen n }ghe 26th
matter and would like to have a full-dress debate. about the

I would now ask Mr. Mookerjee to move his Motion.

Mr. BAIDYAN&NH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to: thove that
for the original Motion *the following be spbstuutcd —

“Taking the food situation into consideration this Assemb]

. : Y is ‘of opinion that
in order to effectively tackle the pesent food situation and to ir i

nprove the economic

*Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury to move :— ) \ k" 3
““That this Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation in the Province.
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condition of the Province the (;,uw:rn'mcut do take the following measures amongst
others at once :— : Seovinea T
" . illages immediatel thoughout tllC‘ l.rt)vmm with a
£ 2 Lo)vopen, KeRlaieTE, 4 Y;Ellzf;(c; l(:x.:l[tivator, y(b) the arca of his lJand under
harvested, (d) number of mem- 1

ty of crop when ! :
Itivator below and above 12 years of age

view to record (z) the namec 1
paddy cultivation, (¢) total quantit)
bers of dependents in the family of ecach cu
separately.

(2) To prevent export from the I
any, and to allow inter-district export :
(3) to pursue vigorous anti-hoarding drive.

(4) To prevent profiteering by all possnl)]c sever
(5) The Grow-More-Food Campaign be proper
fied officer.
(6) To set up Regional Food Advis
late the production. supply and price. g
{7) To introduce ration cards throughout the Province. . .
(8) To make adequate arrangements for supplics of all kinds of essential food-
stuffs and other necessaries of life”.
:I"he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : AR 3 21 _
Taking the food situation into consideration this Assembly 18 ol opinion that in
Ordcr: to effectively tackle the present food situation and to 1mprove the economic
condition of the Province the Go(.rcrnmcnt do take the following measures amongst
others at once :—

>rovince before knowing the actual surplus, if
t of foodgrains within the Province.

est means.
ly handled by an expert and quali-

ory Boards throughout the Province to regu-

i 3 immediately throughout t!u-. province with a
VIEW to record (@) the name of each cultivator, (b) the arca of his land E.mdcr paddy
cultivation, (¢) total quantity of crop when harvested, (d) number ol members of
dependents in the famil; of cfxch cultivator below and above 12 years of age separas ;l

open registers in villages

tely.

(2) To prevent : ince before knowing the actual
: cxport f the Province before kKnowing ctual  surplus
if any, and to allow int%cr)fdist;?;? export of food grains within the Province, PSS '
(z) To pursue vigorous anti-hoarding drive.
553 %_1?1 Plg\’ent profiteering by all possible scvcrelst nixcandsl. 1ot
he Grow-) T M ai er 1andle DY an  expert ;
qualificd offigey. ow-More-Food Campaign be properly y pert and
1o (6) To set up Regional Food Advisory Boards throughout the Province to regu-
¥ 520 production, supply and price. . -
¥ T'o introduce ration cards throughout the province. : .
T (8) To make adequate arrangements for supplics of all kinds of essential food-stuffs
other necessaries of life.”

vl ..

et PR S

. % *Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to A
uheathat after the word ‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion of Maulavi {
‘am(rin ad Magbul Hussain Choudhury the following be added :—
inig am?) that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government do take the follow- |
(a) rigs_t other_ measures without delay : ) , 1
. Fr}trogluctlon of rationing all over the Province including the rural areas ; and \
fish?, Xation  of price of all essential food-stuffs including milk, meat, eggs and
I'}IEE;I on’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved ‘

after th SpamsEes f the original’ Moti :

Muh + € word ‘Province’ at the end of the origina otion of Maulavi

& ‘az::én?}? Maq.b“l Hussain Choudhury the following be added :

WS 1L . at this Assembly is of opinion that the Government do take the following
gst other measures without delay :

(a) Introduction of rationing all over the Province including the rural areas;

and
(6) Fixation of price of all essential food-stuffs including milk, meat, eggs and

ﬁsh’.ji

#Speech not corrected by the hon. Member concerned.
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*Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: I beg, Sir, to move that after the word
‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion of Maulavi Muhammad Maqbui Hussain
Choudhury the following be added :—

‘and that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do refrain
from making any purchases of rice or paddy on their own account’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢¢That after the word ‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion of Maulavi
Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chaudhury the following be added—

‘and that this Assembly ig of opinion that the Government of
from making any purchases of rice or paddy on-their own account.”

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY: I beg to move, Sir, that this Assembly
is of opinion that the extremely grave situation arising out of the acute shortage of
food-stuffs and the abnormal prices thereof in the Province be taken into consideration.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER Motion moved :

““That this Assembly is of opinion that the extremely grave situation arising out

of the acute shortage of food-stuffy and the abnormal prices the "1 i
% : ‘ E 1ereo > be
T P I col in the Province

*IM;EEIaVi ABDUR{\};AHI\’IAN: I beg to move, Sir. that this
that the Government of Assam do constitute a special Commyj

the : ; ! : a C1e nittee of y rs
consisting of officials and non-officials, with non-official majority to be sel::;i:;g?ib% ;
the Government to d_raw up definite programme to deal with the economjc and fOO‘?l
problems of the Province and to regulate the supply policy. 3

The HOn’blc] the SPEAKER ; Motion moved : ‘

““T'his Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam i i

[ - tha - : g O constit
Committee of seven members consisting of officials and non-officials, with urt:i)r? Slt)ggilzll
majority to be nqmmadtcrd l;iy the Government to draw up definite Programme tg deal
ith the economic and foo problems of the Province B

B,olicy.s, I ¢¢ and to regulate the supply

*SrIiJut ?URI?NDR{\_N}?TH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir [ beg to
move that for the original Motion of Maulavi Abdur Rahma ‘ 2 i

. < an t
substituted :— he following be

“:I‘hm this {ﬁssembly 1s of opinion that the Government of “Assar
Standing Committce of seven Members of the Assam L,
from this House, one to be nomina
of the Legislative Council and the Minister-in-ch:
to advise the Government from time to time on
civil supply of the Province,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Motion moved :

SThaeor! the Torkuin: - _
S et ;f ¢ original Motion of Maulavi Abdur Rahman the followmg be

Assam do refrain

Assembly is of opinion

! m do set up a
egislature, five to he elected

ngst the Members

ssembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do

Standingt Comudittee o ! sevd A NEnbers. SR ThE Al Toe: 1 €t up a
s @ gislature, five

from thlnglilse? one to be nominated by the Government from arm;ng t}tlo e Slected

of the Legislative Councy and the Minister-in-charge of Supply to a0t ® o Tembers

man, to advise the Government from time to time on problems anq as 1ts Chajr-

ith civil supply of the Province’ olicy connected
Wi sBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, I beg to move g,
¢«¢Government” in the fourth line of the Motion moved the followin after the word
<¢cand to be taken from all parties of the Province.”’ § shall be added ;—
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved -
«After the word ‘Govcrnment’_ in the fourth line the fﬂnowin
¢and to be taken from all parties of the Provinge’,” 8 shall be aqqed .
Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY: My, Speager g "
momentous occasion. We are going to discuss 2 matter o “:fhiut‘; tl}ls is surely a
Jives of thousands of persons whom we profess to represent, The n-c will depend “the
o demanas e el i e of e gt T, i of s
atl
*Speeches not corrected by the hon, Members concerned, T ;
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prevails in the Province at present is very critical and fraught with grave dangers.
Only a month ago, Sir, rice was selling from Rs.30 to Rs.35 per maund cven at the
big rice-producing centres. People were rc:porth to be starving in the villages.
Apart from the appalling situation prevailing at Baniyachong, stray reports of disease
and death were pouring in. _

The price at that time was far beyond the reach of the majority of the middle
classes, and these people had not the means of having even onc squarce meal per day.
At the present moment there has been a sudden fall in Lh(:' rice market ; from Rs.30 to
Rs.35, the price has come down to Rs. 10 to 16 now. This dramatic fall in the course
of one month before the Aman and Sali crop could be properly harvested cannot be
viewed without suspicion. We have grave apprehension  that this is another clever
move on the part of the stockists an.d hoarders.

1 am sorry to note that the 'policy thatr}‘ms been adopted b){ the Government of
Assam does not give us any satisfaction. T'hey have allo'\-‘.rcd things to pass ona They
did not try to collect necessary statistics and data. I'he officers seem not to have
realised the gravity of the situation gmd soon it is going out of grip. The denial
policy with which we started 1s I.cadmg us to the vertex ol danger. The policy so
long pursued has been characterised by a sense of uncertainty and lack of confidence
in ourselves. Itisno wonder at this hour of distress that people will find it difficult
to place real reliance on the Government. ’

1 do not want to dilate on the first chapter of our food policy when a ban was
imposed on export of all food grains and how it was worked out.  Nor have I any
intention to discuss the incidents relating to the withdrawal of it at the behest of the
Central Government. Needless to say that the Government of Ind_lfx exposed in its
nakedness the mockery of the much vaunted Provincial Autonnmy. The supporters of
the Government would have welcomed a firmer action, even if it entailed a crisis. -

We have already entered the third chapter. A fresh ban has been imposed and
it is as a result-of parleys held in New Delhi. ¥5ut what115 the price we had to pay in
exchange ? The reports published from Delhi and Calcutta were alarming. The
Hon’ble Food Minister to the Government of Bszngal declared on the floor of the
Bengal Legislative Assembly that they wquld receive QE},OOO tons of paddy from Assam
under the new arrangement. Then again the condition put down by the Government
of India at the Food Conference at New Delhi was that the procurcment plan must
be put in operation and. stocks must be on the move to Bengal and Government o
India would judge whether sufficient steps have been taken to secure supplies. Free
trade would continue to operate until that time.

The first question that one wpuld be t.e_mptcd to ask whether Assam which here
means only the Surma Valley is in a position 1o meet these exhorbitant demand of
17,00,000 maunds 7 The next question 18 whether this _hugc: price at the cost of
starvation of her own people s worth while for the reimposition of the ban. These
are matters which must be examined in detail. ;

These questions inevitably lch to ano_thcr question. Is ‘Assz}m a surplus Pro-
vince ? All information at our disposal points to an emphatic ‘No.” From a report
submitted by the Department of Agriculture, Assam, to the Government of Il.ldia,, we
find that in the year 1940 which was perhaps 2 normal year the total export including

the export by country boat amounted to 12_,42,550 maunds of paddy and 2,06,925

maunds of 1ice. The import for the same PG”Od amo_unted to 29=§361 I}]aUnds of paddy
and 11,80,807 maunds of rice ; if paddy is converted in terms of rice it will reveal a
net deficit of 2,67,000 maunds of rice The Senior Marketing _OfHCCl” admitted in course
of the same report that with regard to her demands for rice during’ normal years
Assam is very nearly a self-supporting Province. I presume that there has not been
any appreciable change in our balance sheet as the small additional acreage th:a,t has
been brought under plough would be more than counterbalanced by the normal
increase of our population.
What is the position at the end of tl ear 1943 ?  Situated i i

zone, we have an extra burden of at ];Zsty 10 lakhs includin thg s:)rlld'thc ik Ha
the defence of our frontiers, These people are to be providcdgfor d 118 _S(;atmned S
with abundance. - gig PrOvIgie Rl
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The import,- 65 per cent. of which came from Burma has totally stopped.
Due to abnormal condition prevailing in Bengal export in that direction has far
exceeded the figures of normal years. Apart from the purchases made by duly
authorised agency, a vast quantity of paddy was smuggled outside the Province. Then
again, huge quantities were purchased by the Indian Tea Association far beyond
their normal requirements, Above all, we have the Messrs. Steel Brothers. Isit
probable that after so much drain Assam would be able to shoulder another burden
of 17 lakhs of maunds without starving her own population ? The whole proposition
is absurd and ridiculous.

I am constrained to say that in more than one respect Assam has suffered by
default. Feeling against Assam is hardening at New Delhi. A false notion there is
gaining ground that while Assam is swimming in affluence, it is denying a portion of
its hoarded surplus to its stricken neighbours. It is a pity that the Prime Minister
of Assam could not attend the momentous session of the Food Conference held in July.
‘Is it not time to explore the myth of Assam’s imaginary surplus ?

We have, many of us, personally witnessed the
colossal and heart rendering. 1In its stark grimness it will
famine of 1776, but her people and her Government are

Government of India have recognised her needs. Supplj )

o e et a1 e s B3 e S 0
our scarcity ?  The situation is already desparate. If the Government in the days :l)
over, all possible steps should be taken immediately and without detay :f;riltstto t1 :
Any undertaking to the contrary should be repudiated forthwith. » 28NSt ROl

Though free trade was introduced in the Surma Valley, the Brahma
remained a protected izone but théa suffering there t"was; none the less. The
nd rocketing prices there was a direct outcome of the unholy competit;
?11dian Tea Association and Messrs. the Steel Brothers, the s)c{)lc aggr?ttslcc))rfl‘ }:}T;Wg: ot
ment. Why did not the Government of Assam put a timely brake when this C overns
was purchasing at any price to earn a good commission under the terms of the corrépang
Would the Government enquire how much rice and paddy was procured b th Ori r;l.c b
Tea Association and the individual tea concerns ? me to settle Y)u SeadEs
with Messrs. Steel Brothers ? Traccounts
So long the Government of India had not countenanced an
price for essential food grains. But the attitude had to be changed. Now the initia-
tive for fixing such prices rests with the Provincial Government. After the Food
Conference held in Shillong in August last 2 maximum price was fixed. But perh
the time has come when not only the ceiling price but also the floor price goulda 113:,
determined by Government. &

Sir, there was a bumper boro crop this year, so also the aus but we ¢

. A ; ould n i

our stock. The prospect of amon and sali is also very satisfactory. But are \c.)vte ret?m
to allow this crop also to flow in the same channel through which the boro PRI
were drained away ? . and aus

I would suggest also that attem hould b
: it pt s 10U e made . $
to import larger quantities of wheat, gram and millet to relieve preSSLI;lmedlatelY
consumption of paddy and rice. The Government of Assam shoy ° on the

_ ilsoA? : ! : Id awak

ity of the situation. In the villages, scarcit is alread: Svake to the
;Z?-lichturists are holding their stocks gin’ expectaiion of getti};gpﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁ?g- The. big
Hundreds of persons have starved in the past and many more are ey 8 igher prices,
. future, if we do not change our policy. An anti-hoarding drive sho I? cted to starve
H; bring out the _sufrp]us stoc_ks. in the open market. Sir, I do no:l d be undertaken
;-Ion’ble Prime Minister that it is not a workable pmpo_siticm, and thay agree. with the
drive will affect 95 per cent. of ‘the cultivators. Tt will affect onl an anti-hoarding
rhaps at the maximum 5 per cent. of the cultivators whg Bigrcs Y the stockists and
gz it 11; essential that the word ¢‘hoarder” should be defined. ©rY big agriculturists.
us‘y undertaken b

The ¢««irow-More-Food” Campaign should be serio
y throwing

ltivable waste land under the pl
open the huge ©u y ! plough s : te
quantities of food-seeds, by affording irrigation facilities arf& Ef,plﬁ’]’;}ﬁn;d?f{,‘é?al

sufferings in Bengal. Itis
perhaps surpass the great
alive to the danger. The

putra Valley
food-shortage

Is it not ti

y fixation of maximum
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advances to the cultivators for purchase of cattle Sir, it is a pity *
1 ‘ c : s sity ‘that out of t
.romlsed SuIm of 14 lzlkhs_ of rupees, Assam will get only E'i lakhs ol[' l'l?:pl:CS or somcthillllg
like that while Bengal is getting 36 lakhs of rupees frr  the “Grow-More-Food”
Campaign from the Government of India. Here again [ should say, Assam’s case
has gone by default. Even after the Government Resolution r(:_qardim,r’ the pol'icy of
settlement of land, not an inch of cultivable waste land has been 'up-'till now settled
with the people who are crying for land.
. Sir, I am tempted to ask who is representing Assam in the Long T lanni
: ! ! oriaitier [ g g Term Planning
Committee which will glcc:dc.ou: future ppllcy and planning in CO-()I‘(lin:lliunl wit%]
t of India. Finally I submit that all these things should be taken into

the Governmen
fore we evolve an agreed solution of our food problem. With these

consideration be
esume my seat.

words, Sir, I T
- h’f,[aulavi ABDUR RAI;IMA%\I : Mr. Speaker, Sir, just a little carlier, we had
been rcmindcd by the Hon ble C.half’ that the Motion which now we are going to

the food problem of the Province is a very serious one ; and s g-

ive best and thoughtful considerati e cveRs
: gw‘c our an oughtful consideration towards the matter
: ble House may come to a considered and definite decision over the
question: sir, when we take the question ofthe food problem of the Province, we should
1e for how long we arc  going to pass through this abnormal l)criod-. I am
utting 2 short sentence from Colonel Knox who in course of his statement said that the
resent war may continue up to the end ol 1949 and it is not known when the normal
i me after the war. It may not come back very soon, it may take a year
al time to come. In all these circumstances, it is only dcsiriblc
chidt is House shoul_d take into sg:ri.ous considgration this problem,
namely, the food.problcrp', so that it can save millions and millions of the people of
the Province: Sir, the 51%ahtlon in Bengal is well-known to cach and every hon.
Member of this House. 1cn wi go through the pages of Newspapers, we find that
‘thin the City of Calcutta alone, hundreds and hundreds of people are dying for want
“?food If you look to other places, you will find that dreadful reports are coming
? 2 ca;ch and every part of Bengal. -We also get report that human corpses are
e devoured py vultures, etc. because it is not possible on the part of the | "m
being to take carc of the dead bodies. It is really a very dreadful and heart-r ]ug.]:] >
bcmgs i ive must get our own lesson from the occurrences. which are dail cnkl' 2
news, an It is no doubt a blessing to us that up to now we have not I}';l(.-tta\-alirtli{ﬁr

: al.
ace in Bens is :
1 Of course, there may be one or two €ascs of this nature. My point

‘ fus
12y he Hon

igencics- : ; ; :

§uch exll)% fore we 80 to take into consideration the future policy and programme of the
is that let us sce what is the present policy of the Government which is heinf
lve the food problem. In the early

food PrObi:mfn t+he Province with a view to so
p_rorIIUIgac days We have heard an exhaustive
part 0 t orith regard to the food policy which
Minister ut Sir, I am constrained to say he
Governmen® = . h would show what he intends to do with regard to the food
1¢ngthy spet ture. ‘In fact, I have found nothing as to what his future programme
problem n ¢ has said that if the Hon’ble House wants that a Board should be
w;:)ulff1 be-d for the purpose of regulating the food policy of the Province, he can ggree
constitie’y ¢ the same time, he h s also administered an warning to us that allgthc
to that ut o are NowW serving in the Economic Board must be taken in. Sir_ I do
= d any Justiﬁcation whatsoever for this part of his statement., I, therefore’ ask
aot fin TS special.reasons for which this Hon’ble House should commit them,sclvcs
wl_la_ttﬁ‘-; persons who are now working in the Economic Advisory Board which has
that S action of the peqplevoof this Province, should be taken in that Board.
b Ho o ble Mau.layl Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I must corr
“ple Member. Sir, I never said that the Members who are alread corn
he hon :c Advisory Board R are. @ reacy Vol
omic o W}Izlat IT should be taken in that Board. In fact I gaid
ly ek qpffcivis:ory Board SIiild] 18 thagthe Mcmbers th are already working on
ic uld not be nominated for this Board
: . ABDUR RAHMAN : T distj heard th T ant
. MaulaV t those Memb istinctly = hear at the Hon’ble Prime
Minister said tha embers should be nominated for this Board also. 1

statement of our Hon’ble -
has hitherto been followed bf'ntr;‘:c
re that I have found nothing ‘ip his
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I said that
those Members must not be nominated for this Board. : ; B v il

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Iam sorry for this mistake, Sir, and I beg your,
pardon (laughter). 348 , y

Sir, the Economic Advisory Board which now regulates the food policy a?‘d upon ;
which the fate of our Province depends was constituted, I am told, during the 93 Ad-
ministration”. During the last Budget Session there was ample demonstration an ' the
floor of the House and the feelings of the hon. Members was that the Boa..r(.i shon._xl\db@-
reconstituted.  Since then, Sir, we found there were only one or two additions in the.
persons of Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury, who, I am told is supposed to be
taken from the boro-growing area ol Sylhet and Babu Satyendra Mohan Lahiri from
the other Valley. With these two exceptions I do not find any justification  for the
continuance of the other Members on the Committee.  While making this remark,.

I must make it clear that I do not bear any grudge against my hon. rriend Mr.
Mookerjee or Mr. Whittaker, but I have

no faith in them. My point is that the
House should get a chance to send their own representatives. Seeing that they were .
nominated during the ¢93 Administration”, I do not think they have any popular
sanction behind them to serve there. 5

Then again I come to another point. It will be a news to the Hon’ble House
that the Secretar.y of that Committee is our hon. Mr. Whittaker, Now, let us proceed ;
to consider the interest which Mr, Whittaker can naturally have for the people of

the Province of Assam. I should say, that this Mr. Whittaker is 2 person who has
come to this Legislature with a vested interest

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Instead of saying ‘this Mr. Wh; LAl g
hon. Member should say, “hon. Mr., Whittaker”. SRR (e
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: I am sorry, Sir, the hon. My,

come to this House with a vested interest to serve. He is the represe
Industry and he represents the Planting interests. So it will be unwise
he can have any idea as to the condition of the
Indian Planting Constituency we have got our
this Province. For European PJ
come here are persons who do n
Sir, up till now as I have seen
Colleagues, I have been fed up
for the poor people of my Provin
Member with a vested interest.
to ‘the welfare of his own constit

only represents Planting Constit
Clonstituency,

original job

Whittaker has:
ntative of Tea !

anting Constituencies the representati
ot belong to India or who are not sons
from the activities of hon. Mr,
by reason of the fact that they nev
ce ; and this is why I would like to
His interest cannot have any other
uency. Moreover, Mr. Whittaker i
uency but he is also very very 1
He originally belonged to the Indian Civil Servic

ThcpHon’ble the SPEAKER : Why should the hon. Member
matters ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: . With this hon. Mr. Whittaker e R o
our fate: ‘One more Curious thing has been brought to light that regardinagihze?leg
roblem of the people Of_ India the Central Government _has formed a Lon TQO
planﬂi“g Con_lmlttee Which will deal with Indian food policy and the Vfiriou g lerm
have sent their own representatives there.

inistri ‘ S provinces
Where Ministries are fanet s PrOVInC
ini unct
the Hon’ble Ministers has been nominated to serve on that Commjy loning one, of

for the Province of Assam it is hon. Mr. Whittaker who has t’:;;;E sl::;i .u?'}fof'tunately

resent the fate of the people of the Province. I put a question tq the ?é, ¢ to re-
Minister whether it is at all desirable that this foreign gentleman, a Pug on-ble Prime
be sent there to represent the fate of the millions of the people of my b, Pean, should
he convince me with any argument that he is the suitable person t Tovince, . Can
of the thousands and thousands of the poor peopl

O represent . the fate
; e of my  Provinee » Mt dne T
knows very little about the condition of the Province, I am sorry thag g Ar- Wibittaker

5 = that this i manmnes
and this is the idea of our Government, Now time has come, and }1]tls :: ﬁ};}:n time,
that there should not be any more toleration.  Let ug unite together and let. us see

ves who have!
of Indian séili
‘Whittaker ‘and :his
er take any interest’
describe him as a
motive but to- look:
S a person who 'not
argely paid ‘by that
¢ but he resigned his:

introduce all-these
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that Government do save the lot of the people of my Province. If we indulge in
finding fault with one another, certainly we shall be held responsible to the millions of
people of the Province whom we intend to and do represent here. If things are allowed
to continue in this way a time may come when our own children may die for want of
food on the road side. This time we turned out Bengal people like cats and dogs.
Many people came to our Province but what did we do to them ? We did not attend
to them rather we turned them out. They were not allowed even an entrance to our
Province. At Shaistaganj and Lu mding stations they were held up. These people
were treated mercilessly and even beaten by police of railway staff. There were deaths
at Shaistaganj. I then ran to the Hon’ble Prime Minister for making some sort of
arrangements for doles to t}lcsc people.  The Hon’ble Prime Minister said that he had
already issued orders for giving doles to these people. Sir, the Bengal people tried to
come to our Province, but if such a thing happens to our Province what can wé do ?
There is natural barriers to all sides. We cannot go to Burma, cannot go to China
and it is only Bengal where we can run to and there our fate may be “the same. 1

appeal to my hon. Colleagues to give their best consideration in this matter.
- A

Again, Sir, let me take up certain matters which are now agitating the people at
large in the rural areas. Sir, our Government is now maintaining a huge staff’ in the
name of Supply Department ata_ very very huge cost with a Secretary and other
officers. The Secretary is an Indian Civil Service man who earned a very good
name in the administrative capacity as the head ol'a district. We are told by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister that he would prove to be the best man as Secretary of Supply

Dcpartment.

I find innumerable officers have been appointed in the Supply Department. In
spite of this how this Department is now functioning let me describe t'his. We are told,
that there are certain foodstuffs which are meant for the consumption of the general
mass people at a low price, i.e., at- the controlled price. It has been said by the
Mover and some other hon. Members as to how things are going on with regard
to the price of controlled goods. 1 will cite an instance for which I have got the right
to speak and it is from my personal kqowlc_dge and it is an occurrence of my own Sub-
division. Sir, to this Subdivision, Habiganj, I am told, about 6,000 maunds of sugar are
allotted for the consumption of the people for every month. But how this sugar is
distributed ? Only the town area people could get the scent of the controlled sugar
under the rationing system of course, but even then all this is not adequate at all, and
those who are fortunate got one scer or a little more. But there is no arrangement
made to distribute the sugar in the rural areas. Even if any zamindar comes from &
village he does not get any quantity of co_ntro_lled sugar. Is it that the sugar, atta and
flour are not meant for the people living in villages, and are they only meant for the

people of town areas ?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:
did not get any taste of them, perhaps.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Idonot care whether I get a taste or not.
May I ask whether the people living in villages are not at al.l1 considered fit to
consume sugar ? Is it wise to think that the people living 1n villages are not like
those who live in towns ? I do not think the towns people are a better type of people

than those living in villages. Sir, it will be a matter of surprise for. the hon.
ad to come to Habiganj town

Members to know that one day a gentleman h ¢
from his place some about 14-16 miles away to have a quantity of atta for consump-
tion by a sick man, according to medical advice. The man was ?Sked to submit a
etition and then it would be considered. FHe submitted his petition to the Supply
ofﬁc;:cr conciet_'ncd where he waited the whole day, and next day this gentleman came
3nt kc‘”xp ‘;:“Cd that he had waited for the last two days for some atta and he did
ggbl n?his‘:n: 5 l:l agl happened to his petition submitted some 24 hours back. Pro-
L5 tgc s l':llayaI l:goiio i‘f?:l:]l}out any atta even after waiting for two days. If that
e aAvtha pec;plc Y il is atta and sugar are meant only for the people of towns
villages have not the legitimate right to get a portion ?

It is for smelling and the hon. Speaker
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Sir, my hon. Friend the Mover has mentioned that on the 24th of August last the
Government was pleased to convene a Food Conference and thou‘gh there was limited
accommodation in that conference 1 was fortunate to be one _of the members. We
were then given to understand definitely by the Hon’ble Premier that the recommen-
dations of the Food Conference would be given effect to.........

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information, Sir, was he

coming from a nominated body or an elected one by whom the Food Conference was
constituted on the 24th August ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : He should remember better as-he was also a
member of that conference. :
Mr. BAIDYANATH NIOOKERJEE 3 But there

were nominated.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: We have been told by the Hon’ble Premier that
according to the recommendation of that conference he would issue orders to the
District and Subdivisional Officers to form food committees for necessary guidance and
advice. In that Conference of 24th August I particularly pointed out to the Hon’ble
Premier that we had had enough of experience about that sort of advisory committees
and advices from private persons might not be accepted by the authorities concerned.
Thereupon, I remember, the Hon’ble Premier told me in that conference that those
advisory committees would have certain status and recommendations or advice would
be binding on the Subdivisional or Distrtct authorities. ILet e Nnow cite an example
of my experience which I gathered in one meeting. In my Subdivision a food col;)n-
mittee meeting was held on the 1st of November !ast *_wherc I was also invited to be
present in my capacity as a Member of the Legislative Assembly ag amongst other
Members of the Legislative Assembly of my Subdivision.

I was the onl .
S 2 ers
in the town and the rest living far away from it. Y Person to live

One of us lives in Calc
i ’ it - utta
one at Sylhet, one is an Hon’ble Minister here and another is Babu Shibendra Cir:;tg:;

Biswas. This meeting was to be held in the Debt Conciliation Office and Chaj

of Local Boards and Municipal Boards and some other gentlemen came to aii:::?
But there was none except the said Supply Officer from the official side. The rimé
was fixed at 5 p. m., for the meeting and we waited and waited until about 6 m
for the arrival of the Subdivisional Officer. But at about 6 p. m, Jjust at p.dusl?
he arrived and told us that there was no reason to wait for him as he had nothing to
do with that Committee. He said that according to the Government letter e %\r o
to convene a meeting and so sent to us invitation letters and that it was we co ias
who were to decide what to do. He further said, “when You come to gz Eertp'e
decision on a matter, you send the recommendations to me and I shall then see hzc‘)m
far those can be accepted’”. If that is the case, Sir, I may enquire as to who j w
preside over the meeting ? Is it not the Subdivisional Officer to do so? g lsuto
for the Government letter and it was found that there was pg mention bhca 7
Subdivisional Officer was to be present in such advisory meetings, Ever bod S
came and complained to me personally that there was no necessit ybody there

. : y of 2
to sit. Since then, Sir, T have bidden a good-bye. T think thig ;Lticxtlisa commltte:c
nothing. ory bOdy 18

Nobody at all cares to accept the recommendations of this
The Subdivisional Officers do not care to act in accord
advice. What was the intention of constituting such c
iven to understand that the recommendations of this .
o5 Food Committee would be accepted by the Subdivisiona) Off
that unless there is co-operation betw.een the Government and the cers., o Hene

ose will be served.  Food Committees have been formed i, PYPlic no useful
Egzl)thc local authorities feel reluctant to seek the

5 n ever S ST
; CO-Operatjg Y Subdivision
That is the state of affairs about the food problem o Of such committees.

i P[‘O
w publi hem say that. Let th m Vince. If (hey don’t
ublic co-operation let t y ) : em cg y do
dc?::";; want the co-operation of you, the public”., g, me forward ang say ‘‘we

there
. ’ Dt X % 2 were tw. nferences
at Sylhet and in one our Hon’ble Prime Minister was Present which was ?1:12! in' the" @

were members, Sir, who

adv:sory Committee,

ance With |
OMmittees 7 ;on;;mttee’s
2 € were

advis )
or COmmittee known
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bungaIOW: of the Dcputy' Commissioner. I heard him saying to us that he wants
co-operation of the public at large. I say, Sir, if’ the Hon’ble Prime Minister wants
our co-operation why the District and Subdivisional authorities should not act

upon his wishes ?
Sir, it will be a news to you all that even my recommendation was turned down
by one Forest Ranger. When I went home during the Puja holidays I found that there

was a general order by the S}lbdivisinnal. Officer of Habiganj to distribute standard
cloth to deserving persons. Some mysteriés and barbers who are my nciqhbcm’rs‘ : 1:01-
ched and requested mc to .recommcnd them to the Ranger for gi\.;il:g lllct‘npgontlc
standard cloth. The Chunarighat Ranger was appointed by the Subdivisional
Officer to be the distributing authority in my thana. I worte a slip to the Ran ‘cr
with a request that they were very poor and as their Puja was coming they mightghc
supplicd with standard cloth. They went to him three days. On the third cl}ly he
said ‘“unless you come up w1t.h your chowkidar I am not prepared to give you an
thing. o1 must have 1dcnt1ﬁcat10r’1’. Unless the chowkidar comes and identifies .yoﬂ
1 cannot give you standf’lrd c]_oth. "Aftc.r being disappointed and disgusted the
proba.bly did not go to him f;tgaln). Sl.l‘, this is the manner how Government ofﬁcct‘z

ble Premier. But I don’t know if he cares to know

follow the orders of the Hon
s are carried out or not.  Ilearnt that there was a distinct order

' whethcr his Ordcr 4
from Government bcfc-,re the Pu)Jz} and .th-e Id. to supply standard cloth to the poor
eople. Did the Hon’ble the Prime Minister care to know whether the poor people at
all received any cloth or in what way that was distributed. :
Sir, incidentally I may mention something about the distribution of kerosene
1t does not come under food discussion but it comes under supply matter. The
s been created in the Province from onc corner to another

biggest anomaly which ha
In pursuance of the wishes of this House

is with regard to the distribution of kerosene.
during the Jast Session the Government decided to withdraw all prohibitory orders

on the distribution of kerosene. But, a very novel procedure has been followed in
the district of Sylhet. he Sylhet district authority did not come to any definite
dicision over the question for some time and as a result there was chaotic situation every
where for want of kerosene. Black marketing was 1n 1ts form. Then, Sir, after
two or three months Prders have been issued that there should be rationing. The

s that the consumer must have a card for his kerosene. OQne

t1
fesent arrangement,
En of kerosene thC_h measqres.about 14 or 14} seers has been allotted or rationed
families. This is the arrangement in my Subdivision. For lhcse.
ning 14} or 15 scers at least at

ed :
ic;fccgllfng?:(ﬁ'amilies is only one tin of kerosene containing .
all sufficient * No matter Wl(‘jethef these hundred families contain
three hundred or four hundre pcol?lc_ . .
- " village I found at l'slfzrug;usb dtrouhle over kerose}xllc dilstribclijtion. Petitions
iti ere coming to the su ivisional Officer that the distribution v
aft:::r Egtltﬁzsa:d properly conducted. The Sub-Deputy Collector and the Daroga W‘Zii
7 bg’:‘ the dispute could not be scttled. I personally went there and held an
enquiry a1 mysclf made Sir, what was that distribution ? FEach
of the families had to be given only a powa or half a powa or two k}ltchas and in this
way the djstribution was mad’e._ I had to take two or 'threc coins with me to make.the
mensurement with 2 ¢<choonga’. [Even the biggest family. could not get more than a
This was the former system and now that system has again been
f the Subdivisional Officer what was the

ld be no rationing of kerosene.

two :h'u“c.l.l.ed5 ‘

de the distribution.

powa in 2 wee LD, 5
introduced in our Subdivision. I enquired o
reason of re-introducing that system while there wou
1 have been told that, the Deputy Commissioner had passed an _order to the effect that
rationing should be introduced again otherwise proper distribution could not be expect- :
ed. - They wanted proper distribution. I was also told that according. to. the ;
arrangement made with thg Burma Oil Company the Government has no hand
over the th'les?d_e dcalersTﬁt Government can only ascertain the names of persons
who can be retail deg'lersi.h 5 e wholesale dealers are to be fixed by the Company
itself, You know, du;’ = IO“EEaﬂY have got their sub-agencies in each Subdivision)'
» This sub-agency had to supply the names of the wholesale dealers to the Company VL

A
e

T e

S -

o i
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il ' is bound to sell kerosene only to the wl_lolesale‘ dealers. Then after
:Qﬁi?:l::btﬁgcl'i;?ofl th)cowholcsalc dealers from the sub-agenqes 1':{11: )?ubdl\/lélonal Officer of
each Subdivision has to fix up the persons who should be Ietfll snt!ers arEI f‘rom thgm-the
consumers are to get the oil. Now, Sir, in makmg_ allotment of retailers hqw things
are happening let me describe it. Maulavi Madaris Chaudhury who is a very honest
officer is in charge of Supply in myu Shdivision and for the last t\\vo .rlnonths that gentle-
man has been embarrassed in making proper allotment of retailers but he cannot

e his nds meet. \ R TR
makep(l:gijlt‘\;-?ogl Nabiganj have been allotted to receive t_hcir tins fron} Habiganj
which is at-a great distance and people frorp Pgnmpda v111_age which is about 20
miles from Ajmiriganj have been allotted to A_Jrnulgan_,._ He 18 to go there and get
his allotted kerosene which involves him a great Inconvenience and expenditure.
Then let me tell you the plight of the consumers. T here are a good many consumers
in one village and they have been allotted to =2 retailer whose house may be at a

distant village. These consumers are to 8o to this retail seller to get only a powa
or half a powa of kerosene. #rife i .
question is outside th

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, this ) ¢ scope. Should he be
allowed unlimited time ? Is it not a fact that rationing of kerosene was abolished
and it has been enforced again ? I was allowed one bottle of kerosene monthly with
a permit but after that there was an order that no permit Was necessary and again
there was another orcer enforcing the rationing system.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How long will the hon, Member g0 on ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : C')nly'a few minutes more, Sir, ang I will finish.
Let me tell you how Governlnellt this _time  secured paddy_ cultivata)
This is a very revealing feature of the .thing that all poor cultivators were subjected
to tortures in the name of securing paddy. I have been told that the pb;
in my District was let loose. Not a_smglc maund of p
whereas the poor cultivators who did not possess mo
were subjected to various tortures. There were hundr
from Government record that these poor people _
their paddy was seized. These poor people entreated the officer not tq seize their little
quantity of paddy which they badly needed for the m _ .
members and for the expenses of cultivation which Wwas coming next, byt the officer

‘would not hear them. The -Sub-Deputy Collector' or other officer deputed for the pur.
pose of securing paddy did not care to go to the villages and see for himself what¢ quan-
tity of paddy remained in the granaries of the villagers. He stz ;

or some other place and asked the va]lagqrs to meet him thcrc._ If‘. any of the CUItiVators
said that he had only 25 maunds as against 100 maunds arbit_r imateq By
officer, the latter would say <All right let us come to compromise and let me R £ c
you say 30 or 40 maunds’®>, This sort of action on the part of th A ron irom
many complaints and as a matter of fact many peop]_e came to. complaijn before o rlge_to
divisional Officer alleging thc tortures they were subjected to in the hands of th ¢ Sub.
Sir, that is the state of affairs which was going on in my par € officer,

iy t of the rOVinCC B
strangely enough Government have not taken a single maund of Paddy fio . ut
could well afford to part with

large quantity of paddy. _ These officers o Im those . who
not care to go and ascertain for themselves what quantity of pad

a
. w 5

family. They simply acted on the report of the village c:‘howkidarsyo E(l)st ﬁ;‘a;la

ared a list of persons from whom such and such quantity of Paddy o1 b"’“ and pre-

quis way these poor peopie were made to part with 41l that the -

tb' eople these officers would not dare to ask what quantity op ddut In the case of

}llgif stock. They would go to their houses, have a CUD of tea anq (I;’a they had in
;: faalam. Sir, this is the manner in which the officialg seCure Ome by

€ officers i

visions. g
eople are complaining that although padd : ; )
Govi\:ﬁ;g]t I;.re not taking _d.clivery of those in al| places. This ?;szgzexz]g)a?r;f’gﬁ?;}rgi
in some places of my Subdivision. Only yesterday I haye been told by b
ber of this House that 5,000 maund‘s of Paddy secured by Government were lying at his
godown for the. last seven months,.m.splte -of. petitions - Submitted by « him, QOnly the

4 paddy i, Subdi-
Y haS been [
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other day that paddy has been taken delivery by the Ispahani and Company ; but i
the meantime he had to keep watch over three godowns at a heavy cxpc:nditur,c

on of the condition of the Baniachong village. In

Permit me, Sir, to make menti
spite of special officers for supply and other special works what is_the condition of

that village ? The lot of the people of that village is pitiable. I asked the local
officer to distribute paddy to the people as free doles, but the officer told me tl 'ucf

could not do it in the absence of orders from the District authorities. The Gol\‘zcrrl:
ment ordere sold at concessional rate, .e., at Rs.12 a maund. I per-

d some paddy to be
sonally went to Baniachong and saw that people were suffering from malaria ¢ Hidemic
and were not in a position to purchase paddy even at a much jower rate. Thg don’t
earn even 8 annas a day, and the deadly disease has taken away their capacity tg work
Even if paddy were SQPPh‘Jd_ at 4 annas a maund they could not have purchased it I3
returned very much d!S_a_ppomtcd, and made a complaint to the Subdivisional Officeritn
to ailing and deserving familica but he declined. It was reported

allow free ration '
that people 2t Baniachong were not coming forward to make purchase of paddy at

Rs.12 per.maund. * 1 told the Subdivisional Officer that they were not in a position to
purchase 1t even at 4 annas a maund as these people had no means to buy.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has already spoken f
; : “ o
than 40 minutes. He should finish now. i
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I am finishing now, Sir.
My concluding rt_:marks yvould _be, as has been suggested by the hon. Mover, that
ermanent ‘Committee, either in the name of Food Board, Food Committee or
be constituted, keeping in view that the Committee become
a fully represented onc in character. Mr. _Chaudhuri remarked this morning that
Mr. Buragohain may be taken as a representative from the Ahom community, This
should not be the only criterion. What I want is that representatives of the Province
who have imagination, farsightedness and have got the time and energy to devote o
Sir, this Committee’s wotk

this work should only be nominated by the Government.
will not be over in a year or two ; 1t will have to continue its work for some years to

come.

As regards distribution of supply, .
understand that owing to non-exccution of their orders at
becoming Very much unpopu
maunds of sugar Were spoiled at
at controlled rate, but the quan

to the sweet-meat dealers
With these words, I beg to resume my seat.

ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have requested Maulavi
first hand knowledge of the acute situation

in Md. Chaudhury, who has got i _
to speak to-day, if you permit him, because he is going away to-morrow.

ap 2
Economic Board, must

the Hon’ble Prime Minister should deepl
times the Govcrnmcntpg
lar with the public. To cite only one instance, 800
a certain Subdivision. It was meant for distrib’ution

tity was not distributed and had ultimately to be given

in Calcutta,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: If the hon. Movers of the Motions agree I have
no objection.

Jagh After a pause.

All right, Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhury may speak.
RY: Mr. Speaker; Sir, what strikes

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHU :

me most in this matter is that the food problem to-day is.not an 18 olated problem

of this Province alone. This is an All-India question. The hon. Members also  know
ghat there has been a lot of agitation over this matter in the Central Assembly, The
whole collll_ntry is agitated on this issue.

; In{irilat islsirr:r?)tltvir(i I S};‘ould say, the administration of the whole of the Government
?his Hor e he foundation of the British Empire in India may be shaken if
e gecretar f St liro})e}ﬁY tackled. The Military alone should not be the concern of

e ge Iookade ,ft e civilian people who have been entrusted to his charge

s e cTha ter by him. The Military alone do not constitute the British
- Empire in India, e policy of the Government of India should be changed.

P e

PP - S
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I find, Sir, certain questions were put by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan about the:
quantity of rice given to the Military from the purchase made by Messrs. Steel Bro-
thers and what the civilian requirement was. The Hon’ble Premier replied that the.
figures for the supply of rice to the Military could not be given in the interests of secu-
rity. After this reply, Sir, what struck me was what is the good of debates on the food
problem on the floor of this Provincial Assembly ? As everybody knows, the Secretary.
of State has been anxious to restore provincial autonomy in the provinces and there has
been anxiety on the part of provincial Governors to restore provincial Governments.
But is it only to look after the needs and interests of Military in the name of Indian
Puppet Ministers ?  Should the needs of the civilians be overlooked altogether ? I am
afraid, if the British Government or the Secretary of State for India would not serious-
ly think about the food problem of the whole of India along with the needs of the
people of Assam which is practically in the forefront of war, they will meet the same
reverse as they met in Burma, Malaya and other places. The lives of the ¢ivil

eople seem to be ignored. It is the Civilians which should co-ordinate with the
Military. We expected now that _changes “might be coming with the arrival of .
the new Viceroy. Wc have seen with what interest and devotion he visited Calcutta
and some other localities and attended to the needs of the destitutes. My Friends here
have been too much anxious to have committees after committ ' By 2 ;
they carry on with these committees ? Can they suppl gy ut-hovtatfean
facilities ? PPly our needs unless there are .

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Guidance.
Mr. ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Unless we are sy

the use of guidance ? These committees may come to the help of t}
roblem of some of our fortunate Members who may be in those

pplied what is
1e solution of the food

= % Committees, it ig- !
not the solution of the food problem of the Province. My request to the Govg}:lt it 1ts |
is that this Provincial Government should request the Central Governme b

should secure experts at the centre and there should be a uniform and hmf:lioxt}l'lat theyl»
gramme for all the provinces as provinces are inter dependents upon each 01111 e p‘r;\?- ;
have seen in paper how the Province of the Punjab has brought serious char e gl c;
the Government of Bengal. We have seen how one provines clash with (angmsl o
vince in the matter of price control. There is no harmonious working 1mm:ertp:‘§--
rovinces. The Government of Assam should change its policy and shm:ld ng: toe-
exports to Bengal of its surplus paddy and rice. They may say, let them perish S'lf:Iz ik
them die, but we should not be miserly in the protection of our rice at the co’st £
humanity. At the same time they cannot expect materials to come from Bihao '
There should be reciprocity in the matter of supply. These are matters of provin 'ri
committees. You must be assured of a regular and proper supply. That i?a m féa
of secondary consideration. We are not yet in the war. ¢ do not know wh ta '?]tll'
be the position when there will be actual raids ? How things will stand the Vap "
Assam Wwe are fortunate to the extent to which Bengal has been. Theyre f‘n e
of food people die like dogs and cats. Fortunately we are not having any o Er il
NOW- 0, SII‘,. who knows what will be the position tomorrow, y Y e th}-pgg
shOuld rqakc It a point to have one uniform and harmonious programoverr.lmen_t
the Provinces. There should not be line within a line. : me in -all -
ort. These are matters for experts. These are not ma
Members meeting leisurely. If Britain has not got economists
in the Secretariat of State, the Imperial Secretariat or in the Proving; 1
even at home, then they should ask for people from Uy; al Secretariat '
o 1 find there is deterioration in these people who are ¢
gg;inistl‘ation of this country. They are irresponsible and in 2

? Munning the
My Friend Mr. Abdur Rahman has said much about malacﬁln a:ﬁ? Places corrupt.
dis’;ribution and the corruption of our people. I shoulq Stration and mal-

public servants should be trained the spirit of scrvi(_:e.. There Shdll;ﬁ{eb one
between class an(_i class, and man and man. Administrg '
this country and 1ts people. But unfortunately the syst
have mostly a set of irresponsible and degenerated “ad mpj

point ‘that

c
n'm hasg become rotten. We
1stratorg both in centre and
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Their deterioration has brought about demoralisation of civilians. So, I
ese public servants should be taught that they have come - here for
¢ The food problem of India, food problem of this province or that
province has exposed the back ground of administration of India. It isa serious
problem. This problem concerns foods of the millions of people who are entristed N
their charge and care. 'The British Empire is confronted through this prcblem with
a bigger problem. It will have to decide now or never whether they should purify its

If it be indifferent to implement honesty and purity,

machinery of administration.
it will suffer irreparably and it will not be able to solve food problem. It will not

be able to solve many other vital problems with which Britain and India are linked
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad that you have allowvd. an
intervention from one who, according to Mr. Abdur Rahman, is sinister provoéatiVC
and dishonourable. Listening to Mr. Abdur Rahman I am reminded of the words of
ister of England describing MaCaulay, who used to intervene in Parlia-

one_Prime Minl
mentary debates as frequently as Mr., Rahman. These words were ‘I wish I was

cocksure ?f anything as Ma(_l?auiay is of everything.” I wish I was as cocksure of any
of these difficult questions which make up the food problem as Mr. Rahman is of every

-question. .

There are certain elements in the food problem of Assam which have not yet been
touched upon by any of the speakers. This morning we listened to the Prime Minister’s
extremely skilful defence of the policy of 1943. But what interests me more than 1943
;s 1944, and I should like to take some lesssons from 1943 to consider what we

should do in 1944.
First of all, Sir, I should like to consider the question raised by Mr. Abdui Bari

Choudhury, namely, that this Province is not a surplus Province. It seems to me from
evidence that Mr. Abdul Bari has produced that the price of rice is rapidly falling in
the Surma Valley as it is in the Assam Valley, that abundant supplies of old rice are
now on offer. In fact sellers arc so cager that Government Agents cannot take all that

Province there was a surplus

they were offered. This is proof conclusive that in this
this year and part of this surplus is now coming on to the market. Far from condemn-

ing the Prime Minister for having e.xportg:d to Bengal and for having supplied to the
ho criticised him earlier in the year should now join in with-

Army, I think all of usw :
drawing that criti d congratulate him on the courage which refused to listen to
those ~panic-mong ¢ barking so vigorously in the earlier Session of the

Year it ROHINI KUMAR

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I think it is, Sir.

'ble the SPEAKER : Perhaps in the House of Commons it was said:
Let the dogs bark but the caravan will go on.

Srijut OHINI KUMAR CHOUDHURI:

in the earlier session of this Assembly. e P

sble the SPEAKER : 1 do not think it is a proper expression.

The Hon 1 ; :
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : 1 withdraw that expression, Sir, which is  thought

improper. . i ;
B ABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Dog is a parliamentary term, but barking

abu R
is not.

: Mr. A. WHITTAKER : It seems to me that a second factor has been left out
of the situation and that I should describe as God’s goodness. All the crops in 1943,
Sir, have been remarkahly favourable—boro, aus, sail and aman. God might not be
so good in 1944 and it is high time that the Administration should begin to make plans
now to deserve the benefits of 1943 agamnst the possibility of an unfavourable 1944,

i We are hearing a great deal about rationing, In fact, there are amendments to
this Motion rclcomm(:ndmg universal rationing but there will be much difficulty in
rationing w;gHaFeas‘a FIn this Assembly, Sir, it is extremely difficult to distinguish
bt‘ﬁ}\’ﬁcz s a“I ACT-—between that which is greatly to be desired and that
which 18 p st E agree, Sir, that rationing is greatly to be desired but it does not
seem to me to be possible in the rural areas. The only State in India where it has

in provinces.
again say that th
rendering service.

cism an
ers who wer

CHOUDHURI : Is barking a parliamentary term, Sir?

He said that some Members barked
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been possible is Travancore which is a thickly populated State with 9(_) per cent. of th'c
Population literate. There would not be suflicient paper for one thing to issue indi-
vidual ration cards to the 12 million people of :ssam. Moreover, Sir, and more
important, there would not be sufficient stalf. In England at the present moment, the
Ministry of Food has rationed 46 million people with a staff of 36,000 trame.d men an::l
women. Where would you find in Assam any comparable staff to deal with Assan} s
12 million people and where would you train such recrumits ? This does nct mean, Sir,
that nothing at all can be done. The worst feature of the present system, in my opinion,
is that the man with money can buy any rationed article and in any quantity. The
most urgent improvement in the Food Administration of this Province is to introduce
some kind of practical socialism which will see that there is bread for everybody .b.eforc
there is cake for anybody. Rationing, Sir, is essentially a question of good administra-
tion and it is no disgrace that we have not got the administrative resources in this Pro-
vince to take up such a job. But we can do something which I would call ““bulk ration-
ing”. The main difficulty about the present system of Government supply is that too
many imported commodities siop in the bottle neck of district and subdivisional towns.
They never get out to the people for whom they were intended except by way of a very
extortionate Black Market. Consumers’ Co-operative Societies, Village Defence Parties,

any Corporate Body which exist in a village should be used for this kind of bulk ration-
ing. If the villagers know tha‘t at a certain time and date and at regular intervals. certain
quantities of rationed food will be put into their area, I think, we can all assu;ne that
these villagers will see that it gets to the consumers. What defeats the villagers at the
present moment is the indifference or the inability of the local off

Cers to deal with this
problem of sharing the shortage. al wi

We shall hear a lot about the hoarder and the profiteer.
despicable specimens will always be with us bcca_usc human cupidity
creators. By definition a h()arc:lc.r or a profiteer is a greedy and selfist
usually a coward. He has sufficient cunning to evade most of the re
none of the sentences which a third class Magistrate delights to impose upon ‘hital (EBGE
we must remember—and this is important—that he can be frightened into acting
reasonably. If the hoarder acquires stocks, one certain answer is for the Government
itself to acquire greater stocks, to sell those stocks and renew those stocks. The one
thing the hoarder and the profiteer cannot stand is the risk of Incurring financial loss.
If a rival dealer can beat his prices the profiteer must ‘run to cover. TRA e
dealer I can see is Government itself. Against a Govcrnment_ which buys wisely and
trades cfficiently neither the hoarder nor the profiteer can possibly stand. The Somvate
citizen will not carry stocks if he believes, knows and sees that Government itself &
carrying stocks from which they can supply him. The trader cannot profiteer T
if Government is prepared to under-sell him. These are certain weapons—mgre i
than the numerous regulations. There is of course, Sir, as you are

: 1s T ; aware, another
solution but Russia is the only country I know where Government uses ljve ammunition
to deal with profiteers. :

The next element in
one- In six weeks time,

I think these two
and fear are their
1 person and he is
gulations and fears

this situation is the coming crop whi(_:h Promises to :
: : Government’s problem is not going to be o E:afllnl;;;:ord
maximum price : but it will be to maintain a minimum price in the o s, fnha
cultivator who wa put this bumper crop on the market. Govcrnment in the; ol the
tructure have built a house on which they have puta roof through whic ir price
4 ne has been able to climb. Government has now 1ch,
g h which the cultivator cannotfall. In my opinion, Sir, the m
thmu%lre a fair price for the cultivator would be for th
to Cﬁ: during the ficst three months of 1944 so that these il
igofhe public d gring the e months_ (AL Y(far' If Govﬂhmcn (?esle f?rd sup}?‘ lsy
ou may be quite certain that the private merchant will, anq you will not do tﬂln:’
y av for the recurrence of the high prices in the summer of 1944, € paving
;;rrize we experienced in the summer of 1943. The eXistence

cSt Practical way
may be g, Ot to buy large

Sf'imilar to the high
: : ty s Ol su ment
stocks alone is sufficient to prevent the speculative activity of ¢ chi AGovem

. . he hOB.I‘dCI'S and the
profiteers whilst the volume of such purchases is sufficient to Prevent the price dropping
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The problem of 1944 is the same as that of

to unprofitable levels for the cultivators.
whole 12 months. In

--last three years, viz., to secure more stable prices throughout the
the Surma Valley, this will be particularly difficult.
We have already heard accusations against the Indian Tea Association for their
" competitive buying. 1 would like to remind Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury who has
made these accusations, of the dictum of the greatest English Liberal Newspaper :
““Clomment is free but facts are sacred”. Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury's facts are seldom
sacred because they are not accurate. Competition in the Assam Valley has been
regulated under a quota system since July. From that time there has been no competi~
tion whatever from the Tea Industry. 1 should also like to remind Mr. Abdul Bari
Chaudhury that out of the Tea Industry’s population of one million two hundred
thousand people—men, women and children—no-body has died of starvation ; we have
no Baniachongs in the Tea Industry (hear, hear).
Amnother element in the present situation and also of the 1944 situation is the pro-
blem of malnutrition. The existence of malnutrition at the present day cannot be
disputed. Its cost is not limited to isolated tragedies like that of Baniachong., Itis. a lr
recurring cost, the bills for which will be paid during the next 25 years.  The bill is not
going to be paid by our generation but by the coming generation.  In the majority of
the families there are one or more victims ol malnutrition. 'I'ln:_ supply of protective
foods of vitamin foods such as milk, cggs, vegetables and fish will not become easier
during the next 3 years. 'There obviously was necver enough to go round even in
peace time. In war time, there is an absolute famine in these classes of food.  There- l
fore, Government must arrange that these foods go to thefpeople who need them most,
that means, Sir, to the coming generation. In England to-day, under all the rigours
alth of the people, the common people,

of austere rationing and penal taxation, the hez
whom Roosevelt described as the ¢“forgotten men,” the health of the forgotten menis
better now than in peace times and is improving because each person secures a basic

ration. The improvement in physique, Sir, in England is most marked in children, and

why ? Because Government recognised, that in a time of shortage, that shortage must

be shared and the ordinary ration for school children must be supplemented by an
“igsue of free milk daily and a free midday meal. In England where everyone is
“Hiving dangerously, war has become a time for the State to adventure with welfare
experiments. In Assam, Sir, the war has become a reason for Government putting
most of its beneficial schemes into cold storage. Instead of experiments and initiative
we get excuses and inertia. Instead of an administration which should be mobile
and accessible, we have officers who are completely immobile and, through _mountains
of papers, arc hardly ever accessible.  Instead of_wan:mth and humam.ty we get \
frigidity and the machine. When the administration 1s given a problem it tackles it
not by investigation but by instinct and believe me, Sir, instinct is a miserably poor

uide for food administration. The present generation, Sir,— and by the present gene-
—is perhaps past praying for but we

ing our primary schools. _
~ rice go to provide milk ia certain schools and

I shall be told there is no milk, there arc no ve
Government were to prevent all milk being sold to army personnel as they could cer- '
k of milk-tinned and powdered, they will {

tainly do, because the army has a large stoc )
*  pe surprised to fin¢ how much fresh milk will be forthcoming. _WhY not exchange

our surplus rice for wheat ? Why not make an improvement 1n school childern’s

diet ; the substitution of wheat for rice would make an enormous improvement in the

_physique of school children. In Bengal I once made a successful experiment by giving

_sch_o_o_l children of the age of 12 a wheat diet -— wheat in a cooked form is far more

“easily distributed than rice. :

. I agree that the army needs fresh vegetables, but because the army has superior

pu_rchaslng power, it should not be able to buy all the vegatables. There are- such

things as quotas which can be arranged for the civil population.

I

» i

schapaties’ and ‘luchies’ in other schools.
getables, there is no wheat. If

g : : <
ration I mean my generation, your gencration, _Slr, aF ! 1
can still give a square deal to the next generation—the children who are now attend-

Why should not the revenuc from the cess on the sale of |
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I am not going here into details, Sir. My plea is for .Cxperiments  directed by
the State. The war must not be a period in which all social Invention ceases.  War is
bound to be a period of shortage but a rising generation can and should be sheltered
from the consequences of shortage and unplanned distribution. g aig

The most successful General in this war is reported to have said that in his army
the difficult tasks are done instantly and the impossible ones take a little longer. I
should like that maxim to serve for the Government of Assam — the impossible tasks
take just a little longer. . {

A word about my Friend, Mr, Buragohain’s proposal to set up a Standing Com-
mittee of 7, 6 of whom should come from this. House and the 7th from the Upper
House to advise Government on the supply problem of this Province. At the first
sight this looks a harmless proposal but it proceeds on two remarkable assumptions.
Firstly, that this Assembly has a monopoly of the ability necessary to advise Govern-
ment on this intricate problem, Secondly, that there is six times more ability in the
Asscmbly than there is in the Upper House. Both these assumptions, Sir, I would

submit are demonstrably wrong. I suggest that no Government could fairly accept
Mr. Buragohain’s proposal. There are m

any persons outside ......... ...

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: It might be that one in the Upper House
may be equal 10 six. in the Lower House.

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: There are 108 N\ i i
House and 22 in the Upper House. So the proportion is  : 1. Members in this

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : There are many. persens outside the A
knowledge of Assam’s problems is far greater-than that which the As:crr?gf;glbslz :r lr:;)sc
can possess. More important perhaps is the fact th_at many of these outs; dp S
daily finding a solution to the food problems of their own local areas Ti] ers are
learn a great deal from being associated with the legislators but ; €Y may

. I feel
the legislators would learn a great deal more from being associateq withCC;!}lli:cIII::nt Rha{.;
finally, Sir, I shall end with a quotat : -

ion from a recent issue of the Eco : ;
i) : ; : no
was criticising the Government of the United Kingdom. This s what j¢ saircrlu-'s--__t S

13 1 Q 1ts. . A
. Democracy in the 20th century needs fire m’:ts belly. It is an Internal combys.
. tion engine that cannot run on one cylinder only. )

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is true of any Government of Assam that ~
problem. pIu‘. needs fire. It cannot run on one cylinder. It must run m:a:ll;li% :':h‘l?_ fgod
(laughter) and if you will allow a simile it is a machine which needs a supel'chZ;n L8
. get up speed and gain height. . ger to

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I think o e
Assam and they are in sufficient quantity and we have got proof of this £ tS uffs'in
as the hon. Mover has Jjust now said, they are not properly distributeq : ct. B.ut,
to this lack of Proper organisation for distribution tbe people are Suﬁ"erin OWl-ng
your permission, Sir, I go one step backward ; Rai Bahadur Hem ( gg With
Member of the Legislative Council, proved by facts and fieyree that EXI ra Dutt,
deficit Province T refer to at page 52 of the Council Proceedings of | Ssam g
solution submitted by Babu Hem ast

there are

' August Session a re

! 2 andra ]
. Assam was a deficit Province by about 3 lakhs and 3¢ Dutt

thousy “ating that
in 1942-43 and there was no reply forthcoming from the H ad

on’
fact. In spite of that deficiency, Sir, there was influx of aJl 50]:;_1'2
Province, t.¢., Military people, labourers and unemployed People of PeODle to this
bouring provinces. I want to know fr_om_the Hon’ble Premicr whe:;h ro the ncigh-
is correct, as the figures were authoritatively quoted and €r thie
Marketing -Officer, Dr. N. Das, ph. p., 1. ¢, 5. S

. Statement
2 Sir, it s o ma¢ from the  Indian
~ js a deficit or @ surplus Province. But when we ar ter

. e ¢ i “’hﬁthcr“ Assam

sufficient foodstuffs in Assam, as the hon. Membe, has jUS? n:;?gcd that there are

proper organisation by appointing necessary staff. for theip dile i tfherc | shouk_i‘ be

people do not suffer any more and do not feel their scarcity. Ution so that the
Sir, one other matter I want to point o

ut ty the Hon’ble

supply of food that people are also suffering for want of Minister in charge of

foodgrains of good quality,
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and I may tell him that the rice that is supplied to the hospitals for the con-
sumption by the patients is not at all satisfactory. On a visit to the Reid Sanita-
rium by myself and my Colleague Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin we were met by the
Superintendent of the Institution. He told us that due to bad rice patients were not
thriving well ; they were suf‘fcrmg.f'rom stomach trouble, etc. On hearing this
I approached the Hon’ble Medical Minister to kindly see that proper arrangements
might be made for the supply of good rice. I have now got the sample of rice that
is supplied to this Institution for the patients, and the quality of rice that the
Hon’ble Ministers are taking. So my request is to make proper arrangement
to supply the Institution with good rice for the patients,

1 do not, Sir, like to wastc the time of the House by speaking any more about
rationing scheme by Government. 1 know that Government are doing their best
to check export of our production to other places outside the Province. The Hon’ble
Premier in his reply spoke of the Government plan for distribution of foodgrains,
such as production, d_istribption and price control, etc., which are the cardinals of the
Government scheme 1n their contemplation. I am sorry, Sir, that 1 do not agree
with the Government in their scheme and policy regarding price control of various
commodities. wherein they plan to reduce price of rice and paddy from 5 times to
3 times whereas they are not, reducing the price of iron, nails, ctc., which are essentially
necessary for the use of cultivators for making their carts, plough, ctc., the price
of which (iron, nails, etc.) has gone up 12 to 16 times from what it used to be,
although the Government have the special powers to regulate the prices of these
imported commodities as they have said in their plan for price control of various

rticles.

a #Dr. C. G. TERREL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the subject which is being debated

is of the utmost importance, and it is incumbent on all of us to give it every possible

consideration and to contribute in any way which may heip those responsible at
ution in the administration of what is universally

the head to arrive at the right solu ) i on
recognised as 2 problem of exceptional difficulty.  With this ir. view 1 would like to
bring to the notice of Government the desirability of much closer co-operation

between the Medical and Agricultural Departments. Full advantage should be
taken of expert medical and scientific research and experience in planning any
Jtural development to mcet the food shortage situation. All

extension of agricu ner th .
rationing schemes should be scrutinised by nutrition experts 1n order . that their

probable offect on the diet and .health of the population can be assessed. In
England and the United States no .single step 1n regard to food situation is taken

without it being carefully exammec.:l _from this point of view. oy
Dr. Aykroyd——Dircctor, Nutrition Research under the Indian Research Fund
tudy of the whole problem and his valuable tndings in

ssociation, has made a s ! ' |
A ) es are available in a very simple form for

i i valu
relation to balanced diet and food Vv i v -
all to make use of. Apart from actual shortage in quantities, it may not possibly be

universally recognised that the relative deficiency of certain essential vitamins in diet
produces the most serious and a_dversc effects ﬁ_on‘ the health o_f the Pcople_ and
reduces in considerable degree 118 working efficiency and resistance to disease.
The latter is of special importance, ) gu Al 1 t . an

a reasonable degree of essential vitamins 18 mqmtamcd in the diet, it is to be
anticipated that there will be increasingly less resistance to disease and that epidemics
will prevail. As such it is desirable that every possible use should be made by Govern-
ment of the scientific knowledge concerning these questions which is available and at

their disposal.

In this connection and as a matter of interest, it would not, I think, be out of
place dto mention a matter of recent experience. A few months ago I completed the
shecon bElX monthly report on the-medical organisation of the project with which I

ave been entrusted, and made certain comments in a general way relating to the

*Speech not correcied by the hon. Member.

and particularly so in war time, and unless.

Ja——

e i e, et B 8 TR et
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condition of the newly arriving labour recruits, and I quote for your information
the two relative sentences :—

“I have for some time noticed an increasing lack of vitality and resistance

constitutionally—particularly among the Bengali labourers, and for this
reason they seem more easily than before to
unexpectedly.”’

“I mention this as a matter of interest and suggest ‘that the shortage of food

and associated vitamins throughout the areas from which these people
are recruited is probably responsible. It is at any rate certain that the
majority appear to be suffering from a marked shortage of food when
they arrive.”
These observations which are recorded more than 3 months
refer to only a handful of individuals,

but to the very many thousands on
whose health and welfare have been a matter of const
time,

succumb to diseases—rather

ago do not

this project
ant concern to me for a long

Before concluding T would like to mention one sm

) : all point which might be of
Practical value in the months that lie ahead of us.

. Even in the event of an enormous improvement in the outlook for food distri-
bution and supply it is certain that the vitamin shortage will

be a seriou
play an important role. It is therefore suggested that Government shoojldonpio:ﬁi
stocks of common vitamin tablets which might then be made available for distribution
in areas where deficiency was especially pronounced, Vitamin ‘B’ is contained ;
useful quantities in various Yeast Tablets preparations mad _

R : . ¢ by proprietory fir
the same applies to vitamin ‘C’ which is contained in th b yurms and

i e form of A : *
Tablets which are freely used by the services and have Proved their worfl(;?r“c Agd

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.m,

on Thursday, the 25th
. November
Shillong : A. K. BARUA
The 23rd December 1943, Secretary, Legislatiye Assemb,l_y Assam

A.G.P. (L.A) F. No.112—-1264-2—29-12-1943.



