Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,

assembled under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.
2 (. on Friday, the

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 24
2nd March, 1945,
PreseNT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chaiyp, the ten Hon'ble
Ministers and thirty-cight hon. Members.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
'~ STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

4 Allegations against Trade Adviser
T Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

Will Government be pleased to state—
15 to the allegations made by the

*38
(a) Whether they have made enquiries
Excise Commissioner against the Trade Adviser ol the Government of

Assam in Calcutta ? )
(6) If so, what is the result of that enquiry ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

38. (a)—No allegations.were made by the Excise Commissioner against the Trade
Adviscr.
(b)—Does not arise.

e Comrade Sashindra Dutta of Maulvibazar

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

#39. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether comrade  Sashindra Dutta,
i B o i Maulvibazar, has done anything the course of the last four
years for which he is still detained ? : ; 6 [

{(6) Do Government proposc Lo release him  aftes a thorough enquiry in the
matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

(a)—The person named is not detained to the knowledge of Government.

39.
(b)—The question docs not arise.
May I know, Sir, what is the order against

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
comrade Sashindra Dutta ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir, 1 can only
answer to the Question as framed.
Re Comrade Manik Ghaudhui‘y of Sylhet

" Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
#40. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether comrade Manik Chau-

dhury, a Communist worker of Sylhet, has still to give daily attendance to the

Sylhet police station ?
fOQuestsons were put by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee on authorisation,
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(6) Do Government proposc to remove the restrictions imposed on him
after a thorough impartial enquiry ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

40. (a)—Yes.
(6)-—No.

Re Comrade Asu Sen of Sylhet
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

#41. (a) Will Government be pleased to state why comrade Asu Sen of Sylhet
has still to appear before the local thana ?

(6) Do Government proposc

to hold
remove the restrictions on him ?

an impartial enquiry and thereby

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA" replied :

41. (a)--He is no longer bound by such an order.
(b)—Does not arise.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
tion imposed upon him now ?

The How'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir- MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There is no
condition, Sir. - o

$Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it not a_fact, Sir, that he cannot leave
Sylhet town without previous permission of the Deputy Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
been withdrawn, Sir.

TNI"- BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, may we know since when ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: About a fortnight
ago.

Sir, may 1 know whether there is any condi-

That order has

Re Dy. Benoy Bhusan Chakravarti, an externee from Dibrugarh town

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

#42. Will Government be pleased to state—-

(@) Whether Dr. Benoy Bhusan Chakravarti, an externee from D
now interned at  Sylhet, has recently applied '

ibrugarh
increasing his allowance and

to  Government for

special allowance for purch: s ’

' : chuse ;
clothes ? P of winter
(b) If so, whether any orders have been passed on his application ?

(¢) If not, why not ? ; :

%43, (a) Is it a flact ‘ that D‘l‘. B(',I'f()y Ph.al'c]-;waru,,_ an externce from Dibrugarh.
is now attached to the Communist party Hospital at Ielirhaor, Svlhet ?

(b)) Do Government propose to increase his allowance ?

(¢) Do Government propose  to release  him after a thorough impartial

enquiry

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

42. (a)—No application has reached Government,
(b) & (¢)—'The questions do not arise. .
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Prime Minister be
pleased to state for how long Dr, Benoy Chakravarti has been under externment ?

TSpeech not corrected.
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'I_'hc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADIUILLA : ‘The hon.
Questioner has put a substantive Question on the subject and 1 will reply in detail soon,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMNMAD SAADULLA replied :

43. (a)—Government have no information,

3 (b)—If a request for an enhanced allowance is made Government will
consider the matter.
' (C)"'_‘““’ gentleman ‘113“1-"‘1 is not detained, and Government are not aware
on what point further enquiry is suggested.

Babu KARUNA SIN])HU ROY : Sir,is it a fact that he has been working in
Malaria stricken areas in S_}']}irtt and Patharkandi ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMLIAD SAADULLA: Government
have no information, Sir.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Students dctained as Security Prisoners in different Jails of Assam
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked

12. Will Government be pleascd to state—
(¢) The number of students with their names and addresses, detained as secu-
rity prisoners in different Jails in Assam ?
(b) The names r)_f'StU{l(:an who have applied till now for permission to appear
at the University examinations ?
(¢) The names of those students who have been allowed to so appear up
till now ?

(d) Whether examination fecs, books and writing materials were supplied to
these examinees at the cost of Government ?

(¢) Whether the students other than examinces as aforesaid were provided
with books, writing materials and other facilities for study at the
expense of Government ?

(f) If not,. whether Government propose to provide them with facilities for
study and pay examination lees at the cost of Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

12. (a)—Governmcnt are not willing as a matter of policy, to disclosc the names of
security prisoners but are prepared to give the numbers.  IFrom the language of the
qucstion, Government cannot come to a decision as to which prisoners should be

described as ‘¢ students 7.

(b) and (¢c)—Five applications have so far been received, and all who apply for

permission 10 attend examinations and are authorized by the University will be

allowed.

(d), (¢) and (f) —Facilities for st'ur{y, mcl'ud'ing an adequate allotment of stationery
at Government cost, and the admission within ‘the Jail of books provided from the
prisoner’s own funds or of his family’s subject to censorship, have been allowed.
Government do not propose to accept liability for the provision of books or for

examination fees.
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The Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I was discussing the points that were raised by my Friend Srijut Surendra-
nath Buragohain on behalf of the Ahom community. His principal complaint was
that the Ahom community had not got the proper representation and he deduced
this on a comparison of figures of Caste Hindus and the seats given to tllf:m and
the scats allotted to the Ahom community on their population besis., But my
I'riend has missed a very relevant point. The Ahom community whose strength
is a litle over 3 lakhs in the whole Province is not congregated at one compact
district or in one compact block. Phey are scattered over 4 different districts 1in
some of which they can very well be said to represent a microscopical minority, for
example, they have g(;f no population whatsoever tin Goalpara district; their popula-
tion in the l\:uni}:‘p cns(llx_u t 1sIn a microscopical minority. Their population in the
Nowgong and IH)-'-"l]“,a:g, ;:‘;-UT'CFS -le‘ be s.n_ul‘ln. be infinitesimal. It is 0311}, in th.c
subdivisions _of 51 -‘\-“‘3.—,-(?} .f—.l‘b{““a‘t. ARG (& part of Dibrugarh where they prevail.” Their
Po]iuluticm m U}F“_f 15“,11,(1'5 '“L 50-.‘\1112-1” that they cannot expect any representa-
tion in those dlmetS'- 28 lcrqm“‘. 1t will not be correct to compare the dispersal
of the Ahom con}n"llll{l‘“t') 5 P_OPUlilt}m\ strength along  with the Hindu community
n all districts. l-d 11115{ 1’11.10‘Cfn‘m(Alcrutmn the preponderance of Ahoms in diﬂ‘crcn_t
areas we have allotted S(ld:[h .}Ct‘,mdlll.‘-‘,l}'- Ill.Jol‘h:lt the numl;cr of Ahom population is
37,591, and “.1,1(: ;Iclat .H? 1-): C‘_l‘f“s“’i""“fl for them. 1In Sibsagar subdivision their
populil‘ion is 120,841, and four scats have been reserved.  Next comes Golaghat, their
€ one seat in Golaghat. In the

ulation is 20 thousand, and they have been glv
o0 ¢ e ; oo . s H - .
F)i{)rll‘”‘-“h subdivision their population 15 74,003 and they have been allotted two
~_‘de in the North Lnk}umpur subdivision their
«

p— ; . nhumber is 25,567, and they
B been given onc scat.

have

[ started by saying, Sir, [h"lt_ W€ proposc to give representation to different

communitics taking into _(:on:qlclc]lanlim -tlw fact that certain communities have bcen
~rate representation in the Legislature ortunate 1 ; :

given sapaE e tllnt rivilege, [or Lhcblcwd s [gllli .)1tu31 hbelyy the .\hqm CONIRALIE

Yinoe not g0t thak | ge, aders ol that community during the time of

o Comimission thought it fit to cast their lot with the majority coinmunity
?unoilc Caste Hindu community and therefore they were not s{'para"elv ent'ranc:h:
L. €9 t'l 4 they were not given separate scats in the chislatui-c If Ibllx;'ld followed
e ‘uilm:iple that we adopted, the Ahom community could not get any separate
the P’;t all, but we wanted to be realistic and pot ‘g0 by tll(‘Oa‘é ux;d Y\tepnh'we
scatS q separate seats for tl-lc_Ahr)m community who were th—; l'Y i I 4 R(

allotte and who are a distinct and ge barate S ¢ st Ruling Race
i Friends of the Ahom commuln‘it . Commulmty. 5 have, therefore, to
;n;m horse, tor this is ¥ ROl In look vewy minutely into the

in
request
teeth of :

I am glad, Sir, that my hon, Fyj
‘ 4t his scat, 101.', I was wond
no‘.N. wce on the pmnts'wlnch
‘(j:.(lii’;:-;x-atululc Mr. Whittaker

not done,

end the Leader of the B
ering: whether 1 should
he raised before
for the very frank

aropean Group is jugt
speak anything in his
the House vesterday. I must

. C manner in which he has placed
R the House their weakest Emd their Strongest case, Ha had started 1witha
large assumption that the Eur = > had starte

o opean manacen
TOTV y 1Cn
very of large labour elements =
ative

in the tea plantati ; '
: e Tl ’ ton. I have no quarrel with him
Ayt o el but that assumption would not have been accepctleé in his: oW

o Great Britai SPEe: o .
country; 1 r-n.LIm; st::m of {E,i\? 1 Spealk from my persona experience, for, during
the Diarchica Iy Montag C;irllnlmCnt which prevailed between 1921 and 1937
according t01 't;'?tc Mr ‘T\Lr’libll (;Imsford Reforms, the - then Government of Assam
nominated 11?:’6111:‘ cm})ln}:cr 'mc]lcilizq ‘tO Pl‘}]\)t‘escm the interests of labour, for he was 2
very bencvolc ; £ Vas known thro - 7 t in his
hgnyds the interests of the labour ughout Assam Valley tha

force wer <5 imon
! : e e perfectly s iing the Sim
Commission, the Home Government, J y safe. During

o o ion
s Majesty’s Government wanted the opinon

t of tea gardens is represent-

N
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of the Assam Government as regards representation of labour. The Assam Govern-
ment pointed out that, as there were no Trade Unions representing  labour and
as there werc not sufficiently qualified men amongst the labour force to take
intelligent interest in the debates of Legislature. they did not think that any labour
representation was necessary for Assam. We pointed out that during the previous
15 years labour interests were looked after by one of the employers himself.  All
these statements of facts were brushed aside by the then Primne Minister of Great
Britain, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald at a very late stage, if I remember aright, when the
Bill was actually debated in the House of Lords. Four seats to represent  labour
were added and to create a balance, three more seats were added to the European
Planting Group. If the assumption made by Mr. Whittaker had been correct,_
then this state of affairs would not have come from the Maother of Parliament—
the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Sir, the position of the tea
planters in the Assam Valley is of very great consequence to them. Ior, in the
earlier times their only means of communication was by means of Local Board
roads, which was essentially nccessary, especially for the purpose of securing communi-
cation between tea gardens and district headquarters and at that time there was
sufficient representation of tea industry in the Local Bodies. Times have since
changed ; almost all the big tea areas are now connected by all-weather motorable
roads maintained by the Public Works Department as satisfactorilv as is possible
within our limited means. Even then, acting on the elolpts thay we shogll
not reduce any representation which any particular communitv or interest js
enjoying. we have keptintoto the representation planters cujov now in the Local
Bodies. If I am to confuse the issue I could place figures before the House to
show that, if we take only the management of tea industry, i. e., the LEuropean
personnel of tea ec-tates, surcly it would be found that they ‘enjoy not merely 400
per cent. increase in their representation criticised by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chzmdhury
but an increase in the ncighbourhood of 1,000 per cent. But as I have already
stated, Sir, they have a very good and great stake in the country and
it was necessary for —them (o get  adequate representation. I need
not dilate on the point, for Mr. Whittaker has already admitted that, if
only one factor mentioned in the proviso to Scction 4 of the Assam Local Self-
Government Act is taken into consideration, they will be entitled to a higher figure
and if another factor is taken into consideration then thejr representation will  be
much less than what has been proposed by the Government in the new distribution.
I am glad, Sir, that he has made no complaint as regards representation  thag
has been allotted to them.

I wish, Sir, the spokesman of the great Hindu community had spoken in the same
strain and as frankly as Mr. Whittaker. 1 wonder that my hon. Friend—Srijut
Kameswar Das—from Barpeta, after using any numbecr of adjectives on our distri-
bution and allocation of seats used the term that it was “‘unfair’’. If there is an
Goddess of Fairness, she musc vanish from this world when such.nccusations anc)j’
remarks come from onc who for the last 20 years has been -mnnnpnlisinq seats
in that Local Board to the great detriment of the Muslim community He s not
satisfied that the Muslims, who ought to have got at ]cast- balf of t}-IC senits. mEp
given only twelve seats and_ now he is complaining because the Muslims who form
49 per cent. of the population of that subdivision are given seats not what they
should get according to their population basis but a little less, and although
the Muslims were 49 per  cent. of the total population in 1941 we gave
them only twelve seats as against thirteen seats given to others ¢iz.. one to the Sche-
duled castes, ten to the Castf: Hindus and two to the Plains Tl‘if)aiq "Thc Muslm Burs
in 1941 has quintuplcd itsell than those of 1921 census. If our ‘z;]location SEdanta T
Barpeta was not fair, I do not know what will he ({ajr according to my hon. Friend
Srijut . Kameswar Das;, #M8Cs Bl | (Laughter.) There is no question  of
lJaughter. I specially errl.phaslsed the  word ““M.Sc.”? because one  with
knowledge of  mathematics ought to  have had a sense  of proportion
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better than anybody else. Speaking in round figures, Muslim strength in Barpeta
in 1921, according to census was forty thousand, against two lac twenty thousand
in 1941. S

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: May I know from the Hon’ble Premier what number
of seats were given to the Barpeta Local oard ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 25 elected.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Not 27 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 27 is the total.

1 am sorry to find that my hon ‘Friend, the learned Leader of the Opposition, is not
in his secat, and that I am to make

] 1 my submission in his absence on the points that he
raised. Therefore, I will be as charitable as is possible for me under the circumstances.
He started by saying that he was dlsnppoil_ucd, for Government had not considered the
Press statement which he was pleased to issue. If he really wanted that his construc-
tive suggestions should have been taken _nto consideration by Government, the best

olicy for him wo_uld have b(::‘cn to send his suggestions diiectly to me. For it has been
our painful experience Lha)t Press reports are often as diametrically opposed to truth as
the North and the South Poles are, I myself had been reported to be in various places
at times when I never h_ad moved from Shillong. Well, one cannot vouch for the
¢ruth of what appears in ll_u:_ Press. Therefore, it was not proper on the part of the
jearned Leader of the OPP“?”IU:} to assert that we have miserably failed in embracing
the situation z*fnd‘ not taking into consideration the views which he expressed in the
press. He advises, Sir, t.hat instead of clc:im ring the election, which is 4 years overdue,
we should have brought in a comprehensive Bill to amend the present Act and then
start election under tl‘n: a_mcndcd. Act. Nobody quarrels with him on the statement
that A{ncnldmcnt of this Act is over-due, and that this Act came into existence in
1915—Tull 30 ycars ago —and, in the meantime, there have been gigantic strides in
dcmocrutlc Itlstlttxlquls t'hroughout the country and various provisions of the old Act
have been anachronism in the present state of affairs.  But it amuses me to hear him

saying _thult Gov;:r_utman cogld Ih;wc introduced an amending Bill in this Session and
arried it through at once.  Such a statement from a man of the DOSIt “the d
:C[qcadcr of the Opposition is reilll surprising. position of the learned
vl ¥ B T +F . y8 = -

Mr. BAID’\ANA]. H MOO_ J.E_ERJ'HE : Not so, Sir ; he is your student. (Laughter.)

The Hon’ble I\'/Iaulaw Satyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Well. Mr
Mookerjee may get his turn. I v_nll reserve him  for the last, - : Sl

Well, to reply to the laterjection, Sir, if a student is not up to the mark, it is not
the fault of the teacher. The teacher has striven  his best to make the s;udent as

creditable as one can find in the Province. Much depends on the person in question
3

‘he environment and the association he kecps. (Loud lauchter )
ou inf cDerienes that &
U painful experience that Bills have not been seen

Well, it has very often been
in the S%r'?f\lvlﬁilz:tllll\]-v:l;:lf?l thfj Pgousc‘s. [ may refer only to the Assam Revenue Tribunal
Bill——ély lthe i I;lttbslt'lrccy th];s House and the principles of which were accepted
also g at large. ut 1t was amended b : nouE
result that it had to be é-mtroduced in this Hoyse. Y the other House with the
The fact theit gi_sxrr?li!e.Blil f)i thle nature of the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill evoked
such an amount critcism in the Upper House o e ;
- 1 3 . a '3 c a
full comprehensive Bill, which will be the basis of ail Sﬁl[-vc)vem?ngn-e tt(?te:“PeCt.téltflb
Province, would have an easy g g institutions i

hav passage in cither House. Tlyer i
to have such a Bill introduced in the House during thj Sr1 here was absolutely ol 08
S LIS Bession, even if we would take

it for grantel that it would be possible to get it pa g .

- d SSEd . But I

o Tl i the hanges mde b S 1006 woukd ke s Amendopens 0
e b A € er . i

Assembly, and in this way, T am afra; PRt anouse would have o, core again (L2

d, not one . C
: . > year but a cou f years would be
necessary to have an amending Bil] op Local gelf-Govermgenf]e (;!;SYCI mentioned

Si
yestc_rgljeysitsé‘l,f mnu;h Igno((l).cl News we are _all expecting and we are all hoping that the
PI‘OVlbcarin . on" oury - 1a als a whole, will have a new constitution which will have a
D i ali%'e — dpw ary iwcal self-government institutions—Local Boards and the
Municipaliiies—and we must have to recast even the amending Local Self-Government
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Act on the lines of conditions then prevailing.  So, why throw this labour, time and
money to waste and not t.ke the time by the forelock and have our election on the
basis of the present Act and then wait for the future to have an entirely new and
recasted Local Self-Government Bill passcd in the House 2 Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah
complained, and very vigorously complained, that Government's desire to bring
in a comprehensive Bill has not been implemented. 1 plead guilty to the charge,
but I have laid the bare reasons which have prevented an amending Bill at this late
stage. But, Sir, does he rcally want that the present  Act should be amended 2 1
think not, for, bringing of an amending Bill to the Legislative anvil will mean the
postponement of the election under new allotment of seats that has already been made,
and I am afraid, Sir, I am uncharitable enough to suspect that it is the real motive.

I now come to Karimganj. Various champions of Karimganj, notably my

Friends Mr. Aditya and Mr. Sen have placed their cases very fully and with great
force. I find, Sir, that the Muslim representatives  from that subdivision, barring
one exception, are scarce up till now in the present Session. I wish that chat notable
exception, my quondam Friend, Khan Bahadur Mahmud Ali, would have taken
the cudgel on behalf of his constituency —for he is not merely the representative of
that subdivision, but also in his capacity as an ex-Chairman of the Local Board of
that subdivision, on a very good and strong ground —~to vrge in favour ol the Muslims,
Therefore, it has been my sad lot to place before the House as dispassionately as
possible, under the circumstances, those reasons that had led Government to the
conclusion for the allotment that has been made. My Friend Mr. Sen laid great stress
on a certain rule about nomination to the Local Board. Rules are only explanatory
to the main provision of the law ; section 4, sub-section 2 was quoted by me }‘t'su:rda'\»
before the House ; T hope it is fresh in their memory and I need not recapitulate that.
The difference ol allocating between elected and appointed seats 1s laid with the
Government and it is within the power of the Local Government to make any
provision if they want to make in the appointed scats as well. My Iriend, the
. Minister-in-charge, is  prompting me to place before  the House onc provision,
under the Government of India Act, 1935, In the Schedule VI, Item No. 13 of the
Provincial Legislative List of the Goveran:at oTadi. Act reads thus—¢“Loca]
government, that is to say, the constitution and powers of municipal corporations,
improvement trusts, district boards, mining scttlement authorities and other loca]
authorities for the purpose of local-scll~zovernment or village administration.”

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What purpose serves the Hon’ble Premiey
by quoting this list of the Schedule, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA : I can only bring
a horse to a tank and it isits business to drink the water. So. it is for my Friend, a
lawyer of repute, to draw his own conclusion. ’ B
Sir, I would again read the figures for that subdivision. ‘The total population of
that subdivision is 5,68,223 of which the Muslim population comes to 3,11, 881, or
55 per cent. ’Iﬂhc Scheduled caste population is 88,213, and population of Hindug
comes to 1,56,704 or 27 per cent. Fifty-five per cent is an  absolute majority,
But yet in the proposed Local Board of 30 seats, 27 elected and 3 appointed,
we have allocated only 14 scats to them, 7. e., to Muslims. in order to give only
50 per cent. representation in place of 55 per cent, ancl, Government thought
fit in fairness _and Justice to the Muslim community that at least one of the nominees
should go to this community.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know, Sir, what is the percentage of seats
that has been allotted to the non-Mahommedans ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : ** Non-Mahom-
medan > is a wide term. This time we have allotted different scats to every diflerent
community. We have given 2 scats to the Scheduled castes and 6 seats to the Caste
Hindus. The non-Mahommedans include the population of the tea gardens the
number of which I placed before the House yesterday. ' -

e .
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Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN:
garden labour entitled to vote in the 1
the Local Board constituency ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHA MMAD .\‘.-‘\:\DU_I.I.;\: . Wi
people have got representation” through the Planting community, {‘“\‘} ‘ ﬂ%‘:.\l \lel‘ntsﬁt”
6 scats. By using the term non-Muhammadan my Frienc l. 1._-‘t"l'3 11Lnus'1nd'
cat the cake as well as to have it. He wants that the strength of these Q{ : 1:1 nEintf
]')(:U])]{‘w who have already Zot local bodies through the Pla g

representation in the ‘ gl

. . ™ S . o
constituency, should be added (o the Hindu community. Therefore I rightly
dcscfihV the attitude of the sent all m)n-Muh;umn;u.lnns_ as that

On a point of information, Sir. 1Is the tea
«ocal Board election and do they get any seat in

The tea garden

Hindus claiming to repre
of a residuary legatee.

*#Srijut GOPINATH B:\RDOLC)‘I .
Sir. May I point out to the Tlon'ble
Assembly said that the Tribal popul
bulation was included along w
'.’f,lle Tribal population is included in the
Z‘;llculutinn ol the vnlirc‘ popul_n;ima ol the
the population stands of the diflere
The Hon’ble Maulavi S AD SAADULLA - I

learn that ) the Leader :_)1' the (?ppnsitinn has now arrived

signalised his presence by terruption which has absolute
we have been [:1]1{1!1}_{_. It is apparent to any one w
fioures and gu- notes s.;llvvn' t_l_l_{trcm by Mr. Marar
s popul;umn :}ml the lll.I)LIIS. as under one
lakhs in the Province.  He said alter all tea
[;-i]JCS that inhabit Central India, M
question that these people
I"I,élllillg to do with the cl

On a point of explanation and
Premier that he
ation was 28 lakhs for
ith it

information,
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Hindu population » Will he after making
Province give us an idea or picture of how
nt communities ?
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garden laboyy
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han what they are e
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f ”_ Muslims (3 lakhs) live in the air or
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1s the holding of lang. Nobody could say that
even in g
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yrevailing there, assert 1y, ultimately logq)
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALy . | don’t think
hat our Hindu friends pay.,
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for this. So, if my Fl‘iﬂl}d, the Khan Bahadur
r taxes paid by the Hindus are in no w
(lj\,/luslim community ought to curse tl
er cent. to 50 per cent. and that
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Maulavi ABDUR RAH MAN :
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whq ought to kneyw conditions
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/ AADULLA ;. Ty,
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ay less than iy the
¢ Minister foy reduc
oo by one seat i

nk you, Sir,
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€8 reserved for Muslims
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*Speech not corrected by the Member,
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Mechpara Estates were Rs. 32,992 and Rs. 14,865. It
Goalpara these two big zemindaries are realising high local rates from the tenants
this is the case in Sylhet district also.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir, those figures
were known to me. They refer to the permanently settled district of Goalpara. I
did not mention them for it somebody challenges my statement, I have no Government
‘records to put betore the House. As I have already stated on very many occasions on
the floor of this House that the question ol preparing rec ord-of-rights has been engaging
the attention of Government for the Sylhet district alone from 1924 when  for the ‘Iir.'s‘t
time I was included in the Ministry of Assam province. Government says that the
record-of-rights will benefit the zemindars,  Therefore the cost of IJI'('[J.’lI.lliUI; ought to
come from them. I remember, Sir, at onc time Government were ];rv]uu"«'d to
contribute a little if the balance was paid by the zem'ndars ; but there was no gesture
from the zemindars and thercfore the state of chaos as regards lard records in Sylhet
district continues up till now. I doubt that the tax-payers of the rest of the Province
will be in a mood to pay the entire cost of preparing a document which will be of vital
necessity and importance to the zemindars without their contriuting a single pice.

and

5ir; 1 TIOW o000 7
Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: I think in the subdivision of Karimganj the

number of Scheduled Caste people is mu h more than any other subdivision of the
Surma Valley and I am amazed that only two scats were allotted to them.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My Friend has
scored by a neck, to usea racing term, for the number of Scheduled Caste people in
Habiganj is #7,595 whereas the number of such people in Karimganj is 88,213, the

difference is about 700 only. .
Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: What is the number of Caste Hindus ag

Karimganj’ R T
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have already

told it three times. It is 1,56,70%.

Sir, on account of these intcrl‘up_liuns I have forgotten the thread of my
argument. I think I finished with Karimganj.
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURI: Please start with Mr. Mookerjee,
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sir Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Very well I wil)

start with Mr. Mookerjee.

Sir, Mr. Mookerjee started by congratulating the Government for making the

House to pray for a certain thing that they condemned last year. He, as a good
general, master of strategy, always thinks in terms of manocuvres and position,
We are simple folks, we are only led by the House ; and we follow their dictates,
The House wanted that there should be no more time given to Government and to have
Local Board clection within  1945. \r\{c failed, and according to him, miserably
failed thercin. We have come here with a begging bcwl for an extension of 10
weeks. Where do_strategy and manocuvres come in—we fail to sce. But masters of

lways find that there s some reason behind any particular move. After

strategy 2. e Tt ¢
congratulating thf move, he blew hot and cold in the same breath, and started
! that Government have no policy; their policy is onec of convenience,

aying = .
by sayE  IDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I said “basis.’
The Hor’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am glad my
hon. Friend has Pufdlﬁjtlzihflgﬁt. '.""f’rd-_ He ‘said that our actions arc based on
Lvenience. e sal at this Ministry 1s out to destroy the Hindus i tolo.
= Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I ncver said that, Sir. I challenge the
The procccclsiglgi\ aIgiZ v}{nh tri%e stenographers,
ble the "AKER: The hon. Member may repeat what he said.
NATH MOQI_flhRJEEZ If I geta chance, I can repeat it again,
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir it is very
unforwunate that you had to vacate the Chair at that time, otherwise you would have

heard what Mr. Mookerjee had said.

statement.
The Hona
Mr. BAIDYA

seemns that even in the district of

-
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, this is agam wrong ; you were all along
here while I was speakins

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Mookerjee,
although he did not use the term, said that the present Muslim League Ministry
had pampered unjustifiably, according to him, to the Muslim demands. He
coaxes and cajoles a Brahmin Minister-in-charge to rise to the height of
occasion and mnot to be cuided by the ncl';lrinusLinlcmions of a Musilm League
Ministry. ‘This was the trend and this was the sum and substance. Although
he did not use these words I have uttered, there was the innuendo. He said
that in order to bolster up the superior number of seats given to the Muslims i

.

ofo on a pnpuln’lim_: basis and (o justify their action. ..
: Mr. BAIDYANA'TH I\"I.(_)OKI.'II‘JEF.: Still T hold that position of course

The Hon’ble Maulavi = Sajyid™ Sjy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - He isa
strategist and no wonder _that My Mookerjee  sti]l holds that opfnion Tt s
for the House to see how far th__ 1s justified in holding that Opinion - :

Mr. BAIDYANATH _I\'IO(_)I\ERJI’,J‘]: The House knows it :

The Hon’ble 'l\’fuul_:-:.\'[ .Sal}'id Sir R'IUHABIM.»\D SA;\])AUL[A' I o
the word “‘Convenience with a capital ‘(¢ i writ large in the so;i'li 'mdsa)} ’Itélli
life of Mr. N,Im')k(;:l:]cl(‘:. lﬂc is Lll;“rl't’ Jacto leader of the Indcpcnc‘icr‘n Cr‘log}i 1b:.lt
it is not convenicnt for him (o claim de jure status. 1Ip his criticisms of Govern-
ment and the persistent voting in lhq wrong lobby, he has PTS w o -
Congress leaders n.nc! YELIL1S  convenient for him not tol a(l(z:;)ltCotl;ilLS%31]O'1%é1;
label. I cgmld multiply various Ph&.'i(_‘.s of the activities of my hon Friend b\s a
matter ol fact, I was thinking last nght whether ] should - St

) M. G bt ¢ not confer upon him

the title ol ?.gcncl]c; , wlm1 %! clih”“ght 1t would Le entrenching  upon

my European 1 l M ol _]omt; 1 the  War because N C.. means “Mili
ST 1y M. G woulc SN [acter . S < =

. ross’’ and my mean Masteq Jonve -

tary C (Laughtsr) He won of Convenience” and not

fiiigary Cross. . He brandishin io

ﬁljilrlllcml)i\fjinis.tcr for Lolcfil h(ﬁ}[-‘(‘;ovcrmncm DCljfl-tf!](E:?_
and compulsion upon im tlluf: was sufficient  jesture
. does and ultimately coaxing and cajoling,
ll?flf:igus plot of the Muslims to convert a¢ least
Nncld

Pakistan. _ ]

Gir, I shall not take rmuch time of

3 - ~ 2

: all the relevant facts which have compelleq
sufficiently . - - pelled Government ¢
this allocation. I\i};hgrlrllzgd’(o I\Iili:nl'?u”;g()hm-n complained that it La)gc'f;n;llcth'uz
Government u_.'asl gec b kP IS these facts, That there js 3 } III are ha
and the public has not yet known s, has been the ol a hush-hush policy
an If the public wanted g Communique 1 . S8CsIon. of the Covern.
ot There is no  hush-hyg} bolic fq E'un the subject yye are ready to pub-
lish one. | ¥. ach District Collector P
3

missioner, has got Govey ha . : I mean’ the
Deputy Com ders to all Lo | 1’3 criment orders wheo 5 his tury I i d tl
Government orde £ ~0cal Boards, 1as issued the

Mr. Sen made mention that e paq used the terms <y te Hj
. X Rpepa > L. = < 4aste ] s -
order. Fle 8 o the Deputy oo F in paragraph g of the: ooy A
. ' 7 ? . o
commumcated to the cputy Omnussioners we have used the Ov Clclllment orders
Words-—seats are

h of the Hindu and Myg]; iti
\ted to €ac : UM communjte ;
xz}(g:;)umtcd to take prompt steps to revise them, Hes: concermeq - o

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN. What

stick upon my Friend, the
Short of using all coercion
I ) a_nd Posture, hints and
1€ was told not to support the
the district of Sylhet into a

lhe House, 1 think, 1 have placed

ency ? Vel e the name of the constitu-
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid g; IVIUHAMMAD .
constituency. SAADULLA : The Hindu

Now, two _§ugg.e§}t311c;usl‘ ha;rc been made from various pays of the H e 48
that the seats, il possible, shou d_ be re(!zstribuled, Thanawis t]. Mo Wiy
should be single-member constituencies ¢, that is, the constituencies

< - I[‘ we are t
it will take a year's time Dbefore we cqp come to a g 5 Ssﬁzltbie’n plaﬂqb 135:
O orI. £A0 ’
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House and the public wanted Local Board elections as carly s possible, we l};wc
for the time being to take recourse to the plural to member constituencics, Illill is to

. put in more members in the same  constituencies. “This  probably vill !nuiulsc
our unitary voters, but if the candidates will send their agents to the polling booth,
they will be able to tell their supporters  where,  how and  for whom to
volte. 7 -

Then, Sir, the difficuity about monsoonic weather has lw-r.-n mentioned.  We
also recognice this, Sir, but as I mentioned yesterday only three courses are open
to the Housc—cither to reject this Bill, which will mean thit the h\.-‘s ol the
Local Boards will come to an end by the 31st of March and there 1s no other
provision to extend their lives and no provision to hold the clection within lil': sh(.rrl
period, or to give your blessings to this Bill, strengtn-n the _h.;:.:‘ls of- (rt{\'t‘lil'
ment to expedite all possible preliminaries and have r!;:-. ‘r-lr-.-m.:: in spite ni‘ tch
weather before June. If the House agrees 1o vote for this extension, we will try
our best to see that the elections are held about the middle ol May or towards
the end of May or carly part of June... _ . T )

Khan Buhadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: On a point of mluxfn;ulmﬂ,

Sir, whether once in 1929 the Council el=ction was not held in May ! So what
is the harm if it js held in ecarly part of May ? _ e

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMNMAD SAADULLA : IF this is not
acceptable to the House and 't]u-y want that Government should get anore  time
to prepare single-member constituencies to split over the \".’hult‘,- subrlivision and in
the case of Nowgong over the whole district then, as | ll}‘fll!l(l“f't["\‘l‘h(('ld.l}',. it
may be, there will be no ¢lection on this extended distribution of scats during the period
before the war, for, we all expect a new Constitution lor Il:t'_l.r-;;lhl:tlure-s ‘.'uul,.lllcrc-
fore, a new constitution for the local bodies in the near future and it will not
be worth while to have an election under the old basis, say, in 1946, 1 _h;wc
placed these three different courses which are open to the [House Em.f[ we will be
guided by the vote of the House. But Government s of  the opinion that an
carly election is the best course to adopt. o \

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURI: What about finance, Sir; [e. clection
expenditure 7 We wanted that the total expenditure should be borne l,)}" Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That shall have
to be discussed in the whole Government and I cannot  commit anything here
because the Finance Department will have a great say in f:h(: matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, the question st .

“That the Assam Local Board Elections (Emecrgency Provisions) Bill, 1945 be
taken into consideration.’”

The question was adopted.

Motions under Rule 85 (1) of the Assembly Rules

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Now we shall take up Motions under rule 85(1) of
the Assembly Rules. .

The first Motion* stands in the name of Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali  As he .
is absent Mr. Whittaker may move his Motion™ now. .

Mr. A. WHITTAKER :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, arising out of your own observations
yesterday, T assumed that ime for Motions was to be allotted after our discussion this
evening. As regards my own particular Motion, if it could be discussed  on a private
Members’ day, in that case we shall only lightly touch on it in the general discussion
of the Budget. If it is not going to be discussed as a private Members’ business, it
will form a very prominent part in the Budget speeches. In the meantime, nobody
can uscfully discuss the reconstruction programme of the Government of Assam without

v

* Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI to move :—
*“This  Assembly is ol opinion that the Food Procurement Policy of the Government of Assam be
laken into consideration,”
T Mr. A. WHITTAKER to move :—
*“This Assembly is of opinion that the Post-War Reconstruction’ programme of the Government of
Assam be taken into consideration.” E
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Ml HAMMAD H.-}.\l)l'l.l A I will do my

ivate  Members’

best to place them on the 10th.
12t we have ot Priva

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLR : On the

lbusiness.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : -1 would
randum is placed in our hands on the 10th, Thtk bomng a Sunday, we shall be able to
study the memorandum on Sunday and be ready 1o debate it on the 12ih. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ;' Very well, it may be taken up on the 12th This
afternoon, when we will be meeting in my Chamber we will deade about it

Jut 1 think one Motion* may be taken up now- the Motion of Maulavi Abdur
Rzhman. Does he want to move it

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Yes, Sir, 1 will inove it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  “The next Motion? stands in the name of Maulavi
Abdul Bari Chaudhuri by which he wants Government poliey regarding
supply and distribution of foodstulls, coal, fucl, kerosine oil and cloth be taken into

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Motion that

like to supeest 12th, Sir. beeause il the memos

that th

consideration.,
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURI :

stands in my name is a very comprehensive one and I would be glad it T am not asked
to move 1t now. ’

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN :  Sir. in view ol the Conference that
you are going to hold today, is it not possible that this item on the agenda may stand
over till tomorrow so that we may pass on to the next item ? '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, it can be done.  But I think it will be better

if T adjourn the House today. {(Cries of “Tes” 1 57).
Statement [z allotment of time for Demands for Grants

jefore we disperse 1 want 1o draw  the attention of
I have prepared a time takle allotting  time

The Hon’ble the SPEAKLER :

the hon. Members to one other matter.
that should be devoted to the discussion of cach of the Demands during this Session.

Copies of the time table have alrcady been circulated to the leaders of the parties and
I would request them to examine it and give me their opinions by 2 p. M. tomorrow.
» Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till il a.m. on Satuwrday, the 3rd March, 1945,
A. K. BARUA,

Secretary, legislative Assembly, Assam.

- Shillong,
The Tih April, 1945 :

#* Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move -
¢“'That this Assembly do now take into comsideration the question of introduetion ol [ree

compulsory Prisnary Education in the Province forthwich by levying such cess which may he deemed
necessary.’”’ A
1 Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY to move :-—
*¢ That the Government policy regarding supply and disiribntion  of foodstufls, coal, fuel,
kerosene oil and cloth be taken into consideration.”

i

SHILLONG : Printed and published by the Superintendent, Assam Government Press,
(Gazette). No.3—357—11-4-1945,






