


Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the First General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

— — ———

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
1-30 p.M., on Friday, the 10th April, 1953,

PRESENT

e

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha - B. L., Speaker, in the Chair, the

ten Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, two Parliamentary Secre-
taries, and seventy-nine Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Re : Re-transfer of Jowai Subdivision

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

*202. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they

ave received any representation from the Pnar people regarding the

re-transfer of Jowai Subdivision from the newly constituted Mikir
ills to the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District ?

(b) Isita fact that the Nongphyllut, Lalung, Khyrwang
agd Nongtung are non-Mikirs and they inhabit the area mentioned
above ? ,

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:

202. (a)—Jowai Subdivision continues to form part of the Unit-
ed Khasi-Jaintia Hills District and as such, the retransfer of the
Jowai Subdivision from the United Mikir and North Cachar Hills

District to the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District does not arise.
However, a portion of the Jowai Subdivision predom_lﬂantly.lr}‘
habited by the Mikir people was incorporated in the United Mikir
and North Cachar Hills District, at the time that district was consti-
,tuted, A representation was received from the Pnar people askir;%

for the retransfer of the said portion of the United Mikir and Nor
Cachar Hills District, which formerly formed part of the Jowai
Subdivision, back to the Jowai Subdivision. Similar representations
had been received and considered by the Boundary Commission
‘appointed to fix the boundaries of the United Mikir and North
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Cachar Hills District, and the Commission after taking into account
these representaiions recommended the incorporation of the said
portion _in the United Mikir and North Cachar Hills. The report
of the Commission was accepted by Government and approved by
the Legislature. '

(b)—Yes.

The Nongphylluts, Lalungs, Khyrwangs, and Nongtungs could
not be excluded from the Mikir Hills even if they so desired as they
were living in pockets in a pr('dominantly Mikir area and it was
found impracticable to demarcate the area exclusively inhabited by
these people, so as to facilitate their exclusion from the United Mikir
and North Cachar Hills District. 3

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : What will be the population
of non-Mikirs in that area. ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Between two
to three thousand, and Mikirs about 23 thousand, Sir.

Rangrenggiri Reserve near Damta

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked:
*203. Will the Minister-in-charge of Forests be pleased to
state—

() Whether Rangrenggiri Reserve near Damra was
advertised for working out railway slecpers  this
year ? :

(b)) What were the terms and conditions for working out

: these sleepers ? - :

(¢) Who was given this sawing and exiracting contract ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that these terms have - been
changed later and if so, what arc the new terms ?

(¢) Whe affected these changes and when 4 .

(/) Whether itis a fact that this Reserve was advertised
for these purpose for the last twenty ycars and no
Assamese came forward to work out the sleepers2

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

203. (a)—Yes. |
! (b)—The sale nofice inviting tenders for the monopoly
right to work out Sal trees marked and to be marked
in the Rangrenggiri Forest Reserve may be seen in the
Assam Gazette of the 11th June, 1952. It was specified in the sale’
notice that the successful tenderer shall execute an agreement  in
the prescribed form embodying among other things the conditions
particularly as regards payment of royalty, drawal of advances and
procedure of working as detailed in clauses 9 to 22 of the sale natice, -
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It would thus be cleared that the terms ahd cenditions for working out

the sleepers were to be incorporated in an agreement to be exe-

cuted by the successful tenderer. No such agreement has so far been
executed.

(c)—As stated in reply to question (b) no agreement has
so far been exccuted with any person for working the Rongreng-
giri Forest Rescrve, and as such no contract has so far been allot-
ted. However, the tender of one Shri M. L. Sharma was accepted
and it is intended to get the necessary agreement executed by him.

. (d)—As the agreement incorporating the terms and con-
ditions under which the forest reserve is to be worked has not so
far been executed by any party, the question of changing the terms
~does not arise. '

(e)—Does not arise.

(f)—Certain trees marked in the Rongrenggiri Forest
Reserve were advertised for sale in the form of five
coupes in August 1947 and purchased by an Assa=
mese gentleman, but he succeeded in converting only
about 90 of these trees and extracting a few sleepers.
It is not a fact that  this reserve was advertised for
sale of trees for production of sleepers for the last 20
years and that no Assamese came forward to work
out the sleepers.

C.I. Sheets issued in the Dhubri Subdivisiom in 1951

Jonabh TAMIZUDDIN PRODHANI'- asked :

#204. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to
state—
(¢) Whether itis a fact that in 1951 permit for about
1,600 bundles of G.I. Sheets were issued in the
Subdivision of Dhubri ?
(b) If so, how many of thesc permit holders were able to
get their quota and when ? _
(¢) Whether it is a fact that against ‘these permits  only
400 bundles of C. I. Shects were available in 1952 2
(d) If so, what has happened to. the permits for the
remaining 1,200 bundles ? :
(¢) Whether the Supply Advisory Committee have given
" them prior consideration in relation to others ?
(f) If not, why not ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) replied :

204. (a)—Yes, permits for over 1,600 bundles were issued.
(b)—Ninety-five permit holders got their quotas in 1952
and five in 1953.
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(c)‘-—No, 230 bundies could be made available in 1952,
(d), (¢) & (f)—The Supply Advisory Board gave
effect to a few permits previously issued and after considering

the urgency of all other pending applications probably issued and
are issuing fresh permits.

Khanapara Agricultural Farm
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked -

*205. Wi“ Govcrnmcnt be p]cased to state—
() Whether any money was sanctioned to the Khanapara

Agricultural Farm for drainage work and if so, what
was the amount ?

(b) Whether the said work was done by the students or
- by daily labour ?

(¢) Whether this Farm employ any labour on daily wage
rates and if so, what has been the average monthly
wage bill on this account during the year 1952-53 ?

Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUpDHURY (Minister) replied:

205. (a)—No money was sanctioned for drainage work.
(b)—The work was done partly by the Village People and
artly by the students as the drainage work benefits both the Farm
and the Village People..
(¢)—The Agricultural Schon) employs labour for normal
activities and the monthly average bill on this account amounted
t0 Rs.166-5-0 during 1952.53.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers Twere laid on the table)

Land settled with landless Peasants in different districts of Assam

shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI agkeq -

176. Will the Minister of Revenye be pleased to state—

(a) How much land has been settled with landless peasants
in the different districts of Assam during the year
1952-53 (January) » :

(b) How many families have heen provided with land (dis-

; trict-wise) during the same period ? :

() Whether Government haye any figures of landless people
in the different districts of the State and if so, will
Government be pleased to state those figures ?

(d) How much land f_‘rom the tea gardens have been requi-
sitioned or acquisitioned during the same period ?
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(¢) How many Grazing Reserves have "been dereserved du-
ring the same period stating the area of each Reserve
so dereserved ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :

176. (a) & (b)-——The statement I shows the areas scttled in 1952
(upto December 1952) and the number of families with whom lands
have been settled in different districts.

I

Statement showing the settlement of waste land during 1952 (i.c., upto
31st December 1952) and the number of families provided

Name of district No. of families Area of land
provided with settled
Bighas
Sibsagar ... 1;585.1... 24,290
Lakhimpur y (e a1 25608
Darrang ... 1,748 ... 2 9,653
Cachar T 1,809
Kamrup ... e 85040, " .. 43,433
Goalpara . % 2ATET 1,497
Nowgong ... T 4,299 ... e 52438
Total .o 17,548 1,415,703

(¢)--No figure tor landless people in different districts is
available : but the total number of landless families in the entire
State is estimated at 1,68,573 (according to the estimate of the
Director of Statistics on the basis of Darrang figures).

(d)—An area of 12,323 bighas have been requisitioned or
acquired during the period from the tea gardens. ‘

(¢)—The statement II shows the names of Professional
Grazing Reserves and Village Grazing Reserves with areas of each
of them that have been de-reserved or temporarily thrown open
during the period.

11
District Name of Grazing Reserves Area dereserved Remarks
V.G.R.and P,G.R,
B. K. L.
Lakhimpur ... (1) Ghogar Professional 1,000 0 0 ... For 3 years.
Grazing Reserve. -
Sibsagar ... (1) Moinapara Profes- 100 0 0 Ditto.
sional Grazing Re-
serve.
(2) Jerengapathar Pro. 2,000 0 0 ... Dereserved
fessional  Grazing for 3 years,

Reserve.
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. District Naihe of Grazing Reserves
V.G . R, and P. G .R.

Sibsagar— concld. (3) Jakaisuk Professional
Grazing Reserve.
(4) Patiapathar No.2
Village Grazing
Reserve .
(5) Baralikum  Village
Grazing Reserve.
(6) Gariagaon Village
Grazing Reserve.
(7) Chowkona Village
Grazing Rescrve.
(8) Khatiakhuti Village
Grazing Reserve.

(9) Pukhuriaporia Vil-
lage Grazing Re-
serve.

(10) Naobaisagaon Vil-
lage Grazing Re-
serve,

(11) Gendhelj Village
Grazing Rescrve.

(12) Namgarumara Vil-
lage Grazing Re-
serve.

Darrang ... (1) Rowtapathar Vil-
iage Grazing Re-
serve.

(2) Balisuti and

Singrimari  Village
Grazing Reserves.

(3) Puniani Village Gra-
zing Reserve,

(4} Damgaon  Village

Grazing Reserve.

Goalpara ... (1) Kartempur Village
Grazing Resgerve.

Nowgong ... (1) Paramaibheti Vil-
lage Grazing Re-
3€rve,

(2) Rowmari  Village
Grazing Reserve.

(3) Moamari  Village
Grazing Reserve.

(4) Brahma Village Gra-
zing Reserve,

(5) Borsola No.2 Village
Grazing Reserve.

(6) Panbaristra Village
Grazing Reserve.

(7) Sutargaon Village
Grazing Reserve.

(8) Golaghatia Village
Grazing Reserve.

Areca dereserved

BirK. 'L,
4,000 0 07
20 4 8
295 0 17 J
330 3 :2|I
77 0 -1!
67 215 ;
10 0 0}
134 3 3

I
380 4 17'
156 2 0
215 2 107
167 3 17
120 0 0
90 0 17
109 i 5
15 0 0)
212 2 1
649 3 15
545 115 %
148 0 0
10 0 0
10 0 ol
271 °8 7
J

[10TH ApL.

Remarks

Dereserved for
3 years.

sen

Dereserved,

Ditto.

Jor 3 years,

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

—

-
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District Name of Grazing Reserves Area dereserved Remarks
A.G.R. and P.G.R.
RIS <A
Nowgong—concld.  (?) Mohmari Village 10 0 0)
) Grazing Reserve. |
(10) Bandarmela Village 419 3 12 » For three years.
Grazing Reserve, |
(11) Sibpur Village Graz- 281 0 S|
ing Reserve.
(12) Jhargaon Village 17:+0, 0
Grazing Reserve. |
(13) Koraiban Village 8- =114%
Grazing Reserve, ? Dereserved,
(14) Ghogarjola Village 0 0 0 ;
Grazing Reserve. \
(15) Sindisarhabi Profes- oo 0 0]
sional Grazing Re- 4
x serve.
(16) Rowmaribeel Profes- 535110' 10 For 3 years.
sional Grazing Re-
serve.
Kamrup ... (1) Suagpur Profes. 1,925 2 6]
sional Grazing Re-
serve.
(2) Tintukuria Profes- 800 0 ¢
sional Grazing Re- Dereserved.

e
serve, |
3) Subankhata Bhog- 3,000 6 0
para Professional

Grazing Reserve.

(4) Bhogedia Village 407 0 0 For 3 years.
. Grazing Reserve,

Total 18,844 0 ©

Shillong-Silchar-Tripura Border Road and Haflong-Lower Haflong
Road.

Shri JOYBHADRA HAGJER asked:

177. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) "The length of the Shillong-Silchar-Tripura Border
Road that falls within North Cachar Hills Subdivi-
sion ? ;

(b) Whether the Subdivisional Officer, Public Works
Department, Haflong is in charge of the whole
length ? ‘ }

(¢) The amounts of grants provided for in 1952-53 ' separa-
tely for— ‘

(i)" the completion of the road ; and
& (#2) its maintenance.

b 00
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(d) & (e)- -Some people are unwilling to stay. But steps
for requisitioning the availabie surplus land from Tangana Tea Estate
nearby are being taken.

(f) & (g)—The District Development Board has suggested
to reclaim the areas in Phillobari, Bozaloni and Mahakali for rechabi-

litation purposes which is under examination,
Assam Government Press

Jonab TAMIZUDDIN PRODHANI asked :

180. (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that
the Assam Government Press was inspected in November 1952 by an
Expert in Printing Technology from Madras at the request of this
Government ? '

b - (b) If the reply to the above question be in the aflirmative,
will Government be pleased to lay a copy of the Inspection Report
of the said Expert on the Library table for the information of the
members ?

(¢) Isit a fact that the said Expert from Madras in his
report condemned the existing two Foremen of the Government
Press for their ignorance in Press Technology ?

(d) Ifso, what action have Government taken on the
report of the Madras Expert ? .

| (¢) Is it a fact that while appointing Shri Bhagaban
Chandra Das as 2nd Foreman of the Assam Government Press the
usual practice of consulting the Assam Public Service Commission
was not followed and if so, why ?

. (/) Isita fact that a'sum of Rs.54,000 has been spent on
overtime allowance of the Press employees during the current
financial year ?

g (g) If so, what is the reason for this abnormal rise in the
overtime allowance this year as compared with the amount spent on
this account during the past few years ? ]

(2) Will Government be pleased to state what is the mini-
mum educational qualification prescribed by them for recruitment
glr the?Clerlca[ and Reading Branch of the Assam Government

ess :

(Z) Is it a fact that some non-matriculate outsiders have
recently been recruited in the Assam Government Press as Clerks

d - 1 » i - . .
ng lcf‘} zg? v{flﬁ;dgrs In preference to the existing experienced hands

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) replied:

180. (2)—Yes.
! (6) No, as the Report is under consideration of Govern-
ment,
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(¢)—1In view of reply to 180 (b), this does not arise.

(d)—The hon. Member is referred to reply to 180 (5).

(¢) Yes.  When the Assam Public Service Commission
submitted nomination in connection with filling up of the temporary
post of Assistant Superintendent, ‘it was remarked by them that
Shri Bhagaban Chandra Das, the 2nd Foreman was suitable
for consideration.  On the basis of this and on the recommendation
of Press Superintendent he was temperarily appointed to the post.

(/ )—The overtime allowance for the year 1952-53 id
RS. 52,743.

(g¢)—The hon. Member is referred to reply to starred
question No.128 (¢) asked by Shri Radhika Ram Das, m.L.A., in this
Session of the Assembly.

(£)-—The minimum educational qualification prescribed
by Government is matriculation.

(i)—The reply is in affirmative.  Two persons were em-
ployed in short leave vacancies and on return of the permanent
incumbents from leave they will be discharged.

_ y (One temporary
hand has since been discharged).

Loss of lands by erosion in the Mangaldai Subdivision
Shri DANDIRAM DUITA asked:

181, (a) Arxre Government aware that large number of cultiva-
tors have lost their lands by erosion in the Mangaldai Subdivision ?

(b) If so, what steps Government are taking for their settle-
ment ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied:

181. (g)—Yes. Iour immigrant vi!lagcs,. namely” N. Q. Karai-
khowa, N. C.. Pubkharpari, N. G, Magurmari and N. C. Baigurmari
have been eroded by the Brahmaputra. Of these, the latter two
villages were chars in the Brahmaputra.

(b)—The eroded persons of N.C. Magprmari and N. C,
Baigurmari have been given settlement of lands in N. Q. Arimari
Char of Sealmari. Action is being taken to settle the othersin N.C,
(Gadhowa Chaporl.

Amount of Money advanced as loan or subvention to differ

3 el Lo ot ent Local
Boards and Municipalities .

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked : &

182. Will the Minister in-charge of Local Self-Government be
pleased to state—

d as lo
¢) How much money was advanced as loan or ghyen-
(@) tion to each of the different Municipalitje

1 $ and Local
Boards of Assam during the year 1950-51 (:ifd
1951-52 ? |



1700 THE PRESS (OBJECTIONABLE MATTERS) [10TH APL.
(EXTENSION TO ASSAM AUTONOMOUS
DISTRICTS) BILL, 1953

(b) 'The purposes for which these loans and subventions
were given ?

(¢) How much of the loan has since been repaid ?

(d) Whether the Local Self-Government Department keep
regular watch to see that these loans and advances
are properly spent for the purpose carmarked ?

Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Minister) rcplicd :

182. (a), (b) & (¢).—Statements containing the information
asked for are laid on the Library Table. '
(d)—Regular watching and checking is done by the
Examiner of Local Accounts.

The Press (Objectionable Matters) (Extension to Assam.
Autonomous Districts) Bill, 1953.

Mr. SPEAKER : The next item of business is the considera-
tion of the Press (Objectionable Matters) (Extension to Autonomous)
Districts Bill, 1953, clause by clause.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): There is
one amendment, Sir,

Shri A. S. KHONGPHAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the,
discussions we had previously, T do not want to move the amend-
ment.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, as the only amendment standing in the name of Mr. Khongphai
is not moved, I beg to move that the Press (Objectionable Matters)
(Extension to Assam Autonomous Districts) Bill, 1953 be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Press (Objec-
tionable Matters) Extension to Assam Autonomous Districts) Bill
1953 be passed.

(after a pause)

< The question is that the Pregg (Objectionable Matters) (Exten-
sion to Assam Autonomous Districts) Bill, 1953 be passed.

(The Motion was adopted).
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The Assam Co operative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 1953,

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, as there is no amendment, I beg to move that the
Assam Co-operative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 1953 be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam Co-
Operative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 1953 be passed.,
(after a pause)

The question is that the Assam Co-operative Societies (A mend-

ll}(:lll.) Bi“, 1953 be p;lssul.

(The Motion was adopted)

The Assam Displaced Persons (Rehabilitation Loans)
(Amendment) Bill, 1953

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, as
there is no amendment, 1 beg to move that the Assam Displac-
ed Persons (Rehabilitation Loans) (Amendment) Bill, 1953 be

‘Passed.

Myr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam Dis-
placed Persons (Rchabilitation Loans) (Amendment) Bill, 1953
be passed.

(After a pause)

The question is that the Assam Displaced Persons (Rehabili-

tation Loans) (Amendment) Bill, 1953 be passed.

(The Motion was adopted)
Assam Forest (Amendment) hill, 1953

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY : Mr.Speaker, Sir,
I beg to move that in the 4th and 5th lines of the proposed Proviso
to sub-section (2) of Section 76 of the R egulation going to be insert-
ed by clause 2, for the words ‘‘such other manner as the State
Government may direct in this behalf > the following words shall
be substituted :— ‘ \

“re-auction in a subsequent date ; and even if, in the re-auction
also the situation of price remains quite unsatisfactory as in the first
auction, such forest officer shall be authorised by the Government
to sell the produce in such other manner as the State Government
may direct in this behalf *’.

Sir, the aim and object of the Rill are to have adequate money
by sale of forest produce. It has already been said that in private
sale we cannot expect adequate price for the forest produce. Tt
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is, therefore, better that if in the first auction the price offered is not
adequate the forest produce should be sold by re-auction on a sub-
sequent date. In so doing the Government may cxpect more price
than before. Not only this, Sir, the parties, »iz., the contractors
will also be satisfied. So, Sir, instead of being satisfied with the
first auction a chance may be given for re-auction for a second
time. But if even at the re-auction the price level remains the same,
or is unsatisfactory, then and then only Government should autho-
rise the Forest Officers to sell the forest produce in any way Go-
vernment may like. This is what I want to say.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is:

That in the 4th and 5th lines of the proposed proviso to sub-
section (2) of Section 76 of the Regulation going to be inscrted by
clause 2, for the words ““such other manner as the State Govern-
ment may direct in this behalf ’, the following words shall be
substituted : —‘re-auction in a subsequent date ; and even if, in the
re-auction also the situation of price remains quite unsatisfactory as
in the first auction, such Forest Officer shall be authorised by the
Government to sell the produce in such other manncr as the State
Government may direct in this behalf.”

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am
sorry I cannot accept this amendment. My Friend, Shri Radha
Charan Choudhury, wants that in case of failure to realise a reasona-
ble amount of revenue by selling the forest produce at the auction
under the rules, the Forest Officers should be directed to re-auction
the produces. Sir, the discretion is always left with the Forest
Officers either to accept the bid offered at the first auction, or to
re-sell the produces again in auction, if he thinks it necessary under
the circumstances before steps to be taken to sell the materials as
directed by Government. I, therefore, do not see why a mandatory
provision should be made in the Regulation. Nowhere else it is
found that such a mandatory provision is made in any rule or law.
The discretion of the officer is always there, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please look into the proviso ?

~ There seems to be a slight inaccuracy in your argument. It
1s stated, ““Provided that when no price is offerred or the price offer-
ed 1n such auction is considered inadequate the sale by such auction
shall be stopped and such Forest Officer shall sell the produce in
such o’t’her manner as the State Government may direct in this
behalf ””.  He therefore connot go in for a second auction,
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Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): I quite follow the pro-
visions of the Bill, Sir.  But my Friend by his amendment wants
to provide a procedure to be followed by the Forest Officer to re-sell
the produce again by auction.

Mr. SPEAKER: You object to that ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Yes, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER: That's all right.

The question is:

“That in the 4th and 5th lines of the proposed proviso to sub-
section (2) of section 70 of the Regulation going to be inserted by
clause 2, for the words ‘such other manner as the State Government
may direct in this behalf | the following words shall be substitu-
ted :—'re-auction in a subsequent date ; and even if, in the re-auction
also the situation of price remains quite unsatisfactory as in the
first auction, such Forest Officer shall be authorised by the Govern-
ment to sell the produce in such other manuner as the State Govern
ment may direct in this behalf.>’

(The amendment was negatived.)
Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Khongphai to move his amendment.

Mr. A. S. KHONGPHAI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that in the proposed proviso to sub-section (2) of Section 76 of the
Regulation going to be inserted by clause 2, after the words ¢ in

C%l other manner” in the fourth line the words “not below the
price offered by the bidder™ shall be added.

Sir, if my amendment is accepted, the proposed Proviso will
read like this: ‘‘Provided that when, no price is offered or the
price offered in such auction is considered inadequate the sale
by such auction shall be stopped and such Forest Officer shall sell the
produce in such other manner, not below the price offered by the
bidder, as the State Government may direct in this behalf >,

Sir, the object of my amendment is this: suppose in the auc-
tion the price offered by the highest bidder was Rs.1,000, which
was, however, not considered adequate, then the Officer is given
the power to sell the produce in such other manner as the Govern-
ment may direct. It may some time happen thatif full djscretion

| is given to the officer he may sell it at less than Rs.1,000—say at

s s
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Rs.300, Rs.400 or Rs.500. By this amendment I want to restrict
his discretion so that he may not sell the produce at less than
Rs.1,000, which was the price offered by the bidder. So, the object
of this amendment is to insert certain words in the proposed proviso.
The proviso as it stands now, reads like this, ““Provided that when no
price is offered or the price offered in such auction is considered inade-
quate thesale by such auction shall be stopped, and such Forest Offi-
cer shall sel! the produce in such other manner as the State (Govern-
ment may direct in this behalf ”. My object is that the officer
connot sell below the price which has been offered by the bidder.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Khongphai, what shall you do if the
bidders do not come?

Mr. A. S. KHONGPHAI: It has been made so in the Bill,
Therefore, I say, Sir, the Forest Officer will sell the produce in such
a manner which will not be below the price oflered by the bidder.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved :

“That in the proposed proviso to sub-section (2) of Section 76
of the Regulation going to be inserted by clause 2, after the words
‘ln' such other manner’ in the fourth line the words ‘not below the
price offered by the bidder’ shall be added.”

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
am sorry in not being able to accept the amendment moved by my
Friend, Mr. Khongphai; because, I feel that this provision will be
unnecessary and redundant. When the Forest Officers will withdraw
from the auction, it is generally and naturally expected that
they will not sell the produc'cs at a price lower than which is receiv-
ed in auction. Otherwise there will be no meaning to withdraw
the sale from auction. Therefore, I feel this amendment will
be unnecessary and redundant, as such, I cannotaccept it.

Mr. SPF-AKER: The question is that in the proposed provi-
SO to sub-section (2) of Section 76 of the Regulation going to be
lfrlserted.b}z clause 2, after the words ““in such other manner” in the
Sggflt%éll’;% (ti}:;] f/vords “not below‘ the price offered by the bidder”,

&The.amendment was negatived.) }

“Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that in the proposed Proviso to sub-section (2) of Section
76 of t}}f’ Regulation going to be inserted by clause 2, after the
Word_ behalf”” at the end the words ‘‘and the price fetched
must in all cases be higher than what. was offered in the auction

sale’” shall be added.

PR———————
- —

*Speech not corrected,
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Sir, my amendment is very much like that of Mr. Khongphai’s
amendment, but there is a slight modification in my amendment
in comparison to that of Mr. Khongphai’s. My objection is that
the price fetched must in all cases be higher than what was offered
in the auction sale.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Gogoi, the prices have gone down.

- *Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: 1t should be the duty of
the Forest Officers to report to the Government that the price
offered is not below the auction sale. The Forest Officer must  see
that in any casc the price offered does not fall. So, Sir, I think
this amendment is necessary.

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that in the proposed pro-
viso to sub-section (2) of Section 76 of the Regulation going to be
inserted by clause 2, after the word “*behalf™ at the end, the words
“and the price fetched must in all cases be higher than what was
offered in the auction sale’ shall be added.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I want to speak a few words. I want to move an amend-
ment to the amendment moved by Mr Gogoi. I do not know
whether it is admissible or not.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): How can you do that ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move the following amendment to the amendment
moved by Shri Ghanakanta Gogoi to clause 2 of the Assam Forest
(Amendment) Bill, 1953 :— ; b &
. Add the following as an additional proviso, after the words
auction sale’ appearing at the end of the amendment moved by
Shri Ghanakanta Gogoi :

“‘Provided further that the Forest Officer shall not sell the
produce unless an opportunity has been given to the defaulter
concerned to arrange sale thercof within such period as may be
deemed sufficient by the Forest Officer.”

Sir, while I support the amendment moved by Mr. Gogoi, at
the same time, I feel that the requirement of the case can be best
met by adding a proviso to his amendment, and hence this
amendment, has been brought before the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : This a new amendment. I rule it out,
You can speak on the amendment of Mr. Gogoi.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, my point is
this. It is not always possible for *a Forest Officer to contact all
the possible purchasers. While it is agreed that the State has a
prior claim on the produce in satisfaction of the arrears, it cannot

*Speech not corrected,
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be denied that the defaulter should be given an opportunity to
arrange for sale of the produce at as high a rate as possible.

Mr. SPEAKER : This is a general discussion. Will you
please confine to the points raised only ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : In such a
case—before the Forest Officer takes any  action for
the sale of the produce—two conditions must be satisfied. The
first is that the defaulter should be given a chance to sell the
produce within a reasonable period of time and secondly the
price at which the Forest Officer will sell it should not be lower than
the highest price fetched at the auction. It is therefore necessary
to have a Statutory provision so that the Forest Officer may not
act in 2 manner which may prove prejudicial to the defaulter.

It is not safe to rely in such a vital matters on the discretion,
or judgement of the officer alone. There is therefore no harm in
making such a specific provision and I cannot understand why
the Minister-in-charge, Forest is fighting shy of accepting the
amendment. '

With these words, Sir, I support the amendment moved by
Mr.Gogoi.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Sir, I am again sorry
in not being able to accept even this last amendment moved by
my Friend, Mr. Gogoi. T am really sorry tosay that he has not
adduced any valid ground for acceptance of his amendment by
this House. The arguments he has advanced in support of his
amendment, are the same as that of Mr. Umaruddin’s argument.
I do not say that Government will give instruction not to sell
the materials at a lower price, What I said is that it is generally
and naturally expected that the officer will not scll the materials
at a price lower than what is received in the auction. ‘Therefore,
Sir, the argument advanced by Mr. Umaruddin cannot be
accepted although the principle is there in the provision made.

Mr. SPEAKER : The spirit is accepted.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): The spirit is already
there. Therefore, Sir, I oppose the amendment as no additional
provision is necessary,

Mr. SPEAKER : T put the question.

The question is that in the proposed proviso_ to sub-section (2)
of Section 76 of the Regulation going to be inserted by clause 2,
after the word “‘behalf”” at the end the words ‘‘and the price

fetched must in all cases he higher than what was offered 1u the
auction sale’” shall be added.

(The amedment was negatived

R e question) is that clauses 1 to 2 both
inclusive do form part of the Bil]. ‘

(The question was adopted.

The question is that the title and the preamble of the Bill do
form part of the Bill.
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(The question was adopted.) ,
Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I

beg to move that the Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1953, be
passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that
(Amendment) Bill, 1953, be passed.
I put the question.

The question is that the Assam Forest (Amendment} Bill, 1953,
be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)

the Assam Forest

The Assam Repealing and Amending Bill, 1953

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister):
beg to move that the
be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER:' Motion moved is that the Assam Repealing
and Amending Bill, 1953 | be passed.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
Assam Repealing and amending Bill, 1953,

(After a pause)

I put the question.

The question is that the the Assam Repealing and Amending
Bill, 1953, be passed. :

(The Motion was 'J.(loptcd.)

The Assam Nowgong and Sii)sagar
Bill, 1953

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, as

there are no amendments I beg to move that the Assam Nowgong
and Sibsagar (Assimilation of Laws) Bill, 1953, be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mlotion moved is that the Assam Nowgong
and Sibsagar (Assimilation of Laws) Bill, 1953, be passed.

(The motion was then put as a question and adopted).

(Assimilation of Laws)

The Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris (Extension to
Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill, 1953 '

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, as there is no amendment, [ beg to move that the Assam State

Acquisition of Zamindaris (Extension to Autonomous District of
Garo Hills) Bill, 1953, be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam State
Acquisition of Zamindaris (Extension to Autonomous District of
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Garo Hills) Bill, 1953 be passed.
(After a pause)

I put the question.

The question is that the Assam State Acquisition of Zamin-
daris (Extension to Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill, 1953
be passed.

The motion was adopted.

The Assam Management of Estates (Extension to Autono-
mous Districts of Garo Hills) Bill, 1953

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg, to move that the Assam Management of Estate (Exten-
sion to Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill, 1953, be passed.

There is no amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that the Assam Manage-
ment of Estates (Extension to Autonomous District of Garo Hills)
Bill, 1953, be passed.

(After a pause.)

I put the question. :

. The question is that the Assam Management of Estates (Ex-
tension to Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill, 1953, be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Goalpara Tenancy (Extension to Autonomous District of
Garo Hills) Bill, 1953

. Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, as there is no amendment, I beg to move that the Goalpara
Tenancy (Extension to Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill,
1953, be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the  Goalpara
Tenancy (Extension to Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill,
1953, be passed.

(After a pause)

The question is that the Goalpara Tenancy (Extension to
Autonomous District of Garo Hills) Bill, 1953, be passed.
(The Motion was adopted.)

.'The Assam Moslem Marriages and Divorces Registration
(Amendment) Bill, 1953

Rev.J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
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Sir, T beg to move that the Assam Moslem Marriages and Divorces
Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1953, be passed.

There is no amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam Moslem
Marriages and Divorces Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1953, be
passed.

(After a pause).

I put the question.

The question is that the Assam Moslem Marriages and Divorces
Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1953, be passed.
(The motion was adopted).

The Assam Nurses’, Midwives® and Health Visitors® Registra-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1953

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, T beg to move that the Assam Nurses’, Midwives’ and Health
Visitors’ Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1953, be passed.

There is no amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Nurses’,
Midwives’ and Health Visitors’ Registration (Amendment), Bill,
1953, be passed.

(After a pause).

I put the question.

The question is that the Assam Nurses’, Midwives’ and Health
Visitors’ Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1953, be passed.

(The motion was adopted).

The Assam Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax
(Dibrugarh) Bill, 1953

Mr. SPEAKER : Now we shall take up the Assam Betterment
Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) Bill, 1953. There are two
amendments.

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg
to move that in sub-clause (1) of clause 5, for the words
“twenty years” in the first line the words “forty years’’ shall be
substituted. .

Sir, my object in moving this amendment is that the people
of the rural area who will get the benefit of the project
will have to pay a portion of the amount of rupees fifty lakhs in
twenty years, and according to the provision of the Bill, Sir,
the people of Dibrugarh specially those residing by the river
side who have suffered much are not exempted from the pay-
ment of the levy. I just want to bring this amendment that
the amount that will be levied from the people be realised in
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forty years in place of twenty years. With these few words, Sir,
I commend my amendment to the-acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that in sub-clause (1) of
clause 5, for the words ‘‘twent ears”’ in the first line the words
o 10T | enty 'y
‘“forty years shall be substituted.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 am unable to accept this amendment. My Friend, Mr.
Gogoi, is not realising exactly what he is going to do. If this amend-
ment is passed it will do immense injury to the rate payers of Dibru-
garh. Sir, clause 5 (1) states—‘For a period not exceeding twenty
years from the commencement of this Act, every person owning
property within any of the belts aforesaid, shall in respect of
his property be liable to pay the fee which shall be levied an-
nually at the rates specified in the Sched ule.’’

So, Sir, the rate is specified in the Schedule and should be
realised anaually. Take the case of “A” belt, the rate i1s not
exceeding 10 per cent. of the value of the property. If the rate is
not altered and the period is made 40 years then in 40 years’
time Dibrugarh people of that belt will have to pay 400 per cent.
of the value of their property.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : On a point of
clarification, Sir, I have not been able to follow the argument of
the hon. Deputy Minister.

Myr. SPEAKER : His argument is clear that unless you
amend the schedule, this amendment has no mecaning.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : But the ceiling is
there, Sir. |

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): I am sorry,
my Iriend, Mr. Umaruddin, has not followed my argument, Sir.
He is appearing and disappearing like a whirlwind during this
session and therefore he could not follow my argument (Laughter).
So, I ask him to follow my argument. Where does he get

that ceiling ?  Their is no ceilng of fees in this Bill.

 Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: .On a puint of information
Sir, does the hon. Deputy Minister mean that he expects

that this 10 per cent. will be realised within the period of 20 years
according to the provisions of this Bill ?

g
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): The Bill
says, ‘For a period not exceeding twenty years’ so there isa wide
margin there. That is to say, though the period 15 twenty
years, we may stop in ten years and the annual rate isalso not
exceeding 102 per cent.  Here also there is a wide margin. So what
is the meaning of making it forty years ? That wi'l simply empower
Government to realise 100 per cent. of the value of the property
from the A Belt of Dibrugarb people. Thercfore, Sir, if this amend-
ment of Mr. Gogoi is accepted, it will do immense injury to
the people concened.  So I request him to withdraw it.

Mr. SPEAKER : 'T'he question is that in sub-clause [1) of
clause 5, for the words ‘‘twenty vears” in the first line the words
““forty years™ shall be substituted.

(The amendment was negatived).

Maulavi FAIZNUR ALI: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to
move that in the Schedule of the Bill for the figures €10, “8,
“6’’, and ‘‘4” occurring against the items Belt A, B, C and D, .
the figures ‘37, *‘4’, ““3”°, and “2° respectively shall be sub-
stituted.

Sir, the Central Government is going to erect a re-
vetment along the Brahmaputra river in order to protect
the town of Dibrugarh from erosion. The cost™ of; this
revetment is estimated at about one crore of rupees. Half
of this amount is proposed to be granted to our Grovernment
by the Centre and the other half given as loan without any interest
to be repaid within 20 years. So the State Government has brought
this Bill in order to levy a tax on the residents within the
area which will be benefited by this revetment, Accordingly
the area has been divided into four Belts, namely A, B, C, and
D, and certain percentages have been fixed on the value of the
property falling within these Belts, namely 10, 8,6, and 4.

I submit, Sir, that this rate is very excessive. Of course we
do not know what is the value of the property in the area likely
to be benefited by this revetment. I-am informed — I am open
to correction—that in the municipal arca alone the value of
property is about 6 crores. But beyond the municipality there is
a large adjoining area which will be protected by this revetment.
Apart from this there is also a mooring tax to be levied on stea-
mers stationed at Dibrugarh near the rivetment at one rupee
per hundred tons daily.
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Now, Sir, the total amount to be paid to the Central Govern-
ment is 50 lakhs—half a crore within twenty years, that is to
say, 24 lakhs annually. I submit, Sir, that if the rate of 10, 8,
6 and 4 per cent. which Government propose under this Bill is
retained, then the annual realisation will be far more than 2}
lakhs of rupees. That is why I submit that these rates are
very excessive. We want only fifty lakhs within twenty years, and
not more. So I propose that the rates be reduced to 5, 4, 3,
and 2 per cent. in place of 10, 8, 6, and 4, because I think
by the rates proposed by Government it will realisc more than
50 lakhs within 20 years. But the figures suggested by me,
i.e. 5,4, 3 and 2 will be sufficient to realise the amount which
Government shall have to repay to the Central Government,
namely, 50 lakhs of rupees. Accordinzly I propose that the
rates be reduced and I hope Government will accept my amend-

ment.

Mr, SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that in the Schedule of
the Bill for the figures ¢10°” **8° <6” and ‘‘4” occurring against
the items Belt A, B, C and D, the figures fnl. segR 3V and
<2” respectively shall be substituted.

shri H:ARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : Sir, I am
convinced with the argument advanced by my Friend, Maulavi
Faiznur Ali, and I accept his amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then I will put the Motion. The question
is that in the Schedule of the Bill for the figures 107, *<8’", €67
and “4° occurring against the items Belts A, B, G and D, the
figures 5’7, “4’, “3" and “2” respectively shall be substituted.

(The amendment was adopted).

The question is that clauses 1 to 15 do form part of the

Bill. :
(The question was adopted).

The question is that the Schedule, as amended, do form part of
the Bill. o .

(The question was adopted).

The question Is that the title and the Preamble do form part
Of the Bll]..

(The question was adopted).
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Mr. Speaker
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Betterment Fee and Moor-
ing Tax (Dibrugarh) Bill, 1953, as amended, be passed,

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved 1is that the Assam

Betterment IFee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) Bill, 1953, as
amended, be passed.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
am sorry that certain amendments which I had sent from
Calcutta with a view to make some improvement in this Bill
have not reached here in time and so they could not be placed
in the list of Amendments in connection with this Bill. Now,
though the Bill is going to be passed with the majority of votes,
Lfill it my duty to point out that this Bill is going to be an
Act with certain  invidious, improper and inadequate provi-
stons. Sir, as I have already observed, during the discussion of
the Bill at the earlier stage, that the Government is proceeding
on the assumption that the revetment will be a success and
result in direct benefit to the people of Dibrugarh. These are
two assumptions on which Government has been proceeding.
As itis well known, a very small or modest beginning has been
made towards the construction of this revetment and very little
money has so far been spent. But even then Government has
cen so anxious to recover the money which is going to be spent,
from the public and with that end in view they have come forward
with this Bill at this stage. So, Sir, I say the Billis prima facie
premature. Seccondly, Sir, the Government has decided to levy
betterment fee on the people of Dibrugarh who are supposed
to be benefited by this revetment and I agree on principle that
this can be done. :

But it should be done at the proper moment. It is some-
thing like serving a Dbill for the dinner before the dinner has
actually been served or eaten. This is the position which this
Bill actually implies. Sir, I do not understand why Mr. Das
goes away from the accepted principle and responsibility under-
lying the imposition of betterment fee. I want to know how
he has been holding this high hope that the revetment will be
a success. Has he been actually advised by some astrologer
that this revetment will be a success and result i bringing bene-
fit to the people of Dibrugarh ? Sir, we have seen the fate of
having many projects that had been started in the past. This
is a project which is intended to fight with nature, with the
violent forces of nature—the mighty Brahmaputra.
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Therefore, Sir, we cannot say at th:s stage that this revetment
will be a success, and if so, to what extent. The failure may
be due to faulty execution or other technical defects on the

art of the Government agency. So, there is no hurry in coming

E)rward with this Bill. This Bill could be introduced after one
year or after a reasonable period of the completion of the revetment.
Why is this hurry, why this impatience, why this hunger for money ?
I cannot understand. At the same time Government is doing no
charity to the people of Dibrugarh. This Government has the
responsibility for the protection of the Dibrugarh town. The
people of the Dibrugarh town are as much citizens as the peo-
ple of other places of the State. Anyhow, the Center has been
pleased to give 50 lakhs of rupees free in this connection and
anothier 50 lakhs free of interest. This Government is not going
to spend a single. farthing out of its own coller, but will serve
as an agency of the Central Government in the execution of the
project and will charge certain commission...(A voice from the
Treasury Benches: It is absolutely absurd. ) It i1s not absurd ,
Sir. This State Government will be only giving some ofits
officers to work on the project and for that also they want to
realise money from the people of Dirbrugarh town. I could
appreciate the idea of realising money from them if they could
be eventually benefited by the project. But this is a matter
the result of which remains to be realised. So, Sir, I say' that
first of all the measure is premature. If it had been expected
that the revetment would be a success and this Bill introduced
on the understanding that it would be brought into force only
after the fulfilment of certain contingencies, I would have been
prepared to accept that position. But thatis not the attitude of
th_e Government. Clause 3 of the Bjll provides that Government
will mak(.a.a decision as regards the imposition of the levy and
that decision will be final. Again, the decision will indicate
the area upon which the betterment fee will be levied.

SIS not indicated what will be the basis on which
Government will make this decision. Who has advised Govern-
ment that benefit will accrue directly from the revetment? If
the Government cannot take responsibility of giving a guarantee
that the revetment will be a success then Government cannot
say that the people there will be benefited and in that case,
Goverpmcnt cannot  justifiably levy the betterment fee. So
many faCtQTS arise, Sir, in dealing with this question of imposition
of the betterment fee. The betterment fee must be subject to
the success of the revetment. Some experts must ohserve the
functioning and effects of the reyetment for a certain number of
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yéars after its completion. They must satisfy themselves that
the project is recally going to protect the area which is threatened
w.ith ecrosion and then again the gradation of the area will be a
difficult operation In view of that how can it be said that area
A or Bis going to be benefited up to the contemplated degree ?
It is a very diflicult cuestion. This matter must be surveyed
carefully. FEven Clause 3 does not provide that this decision on
the part of the Government to impose the levy 'will be subject
to the observation by a Committec of Experts, and at the same
time, the arca to be brought under levy will be determined upon
the advice of the experts. Secondly, Sir, we find that there is
no provision here to issue notification specifying the areas to
brought under t:e purview of the levy so that the people affec-
ted could have an opportunity to make objection. But what we
find is that Government decision is final and the people must
accept it whether certain section of the peopleis actually bene-
fited or mnot. On this ground I have strong objection to the
imposition of the levy. Some people of Dibrugarh might think
that they have not derived any benefit from the revetment and
therefore, they could make out a case that this imposition of the
levy by the Government is an injustice.  So, Sir, I say that there
should have been a provision for filing objections by the people
so that thosc objections could be enquired into by the Deputy
Commissioner or by the State Government and after examination
of those objections final orders could be passed.

But there is nothing of the kind. The Bill is absolutely
sweeping in this respect. It does not give any opportunity to the
people to speak out their mind and to file objections. Govern-
ment procced on the assumption that the revetment is going to
succeed and the people must submit to the imposition without
any objection atall. This takes away certain basic right of the
people.  When any objection is raised or any defect is pointed
out, Mr. Das says that the Member making the objection suffers
from ignorance and that he does not understand this or that provi-
sion of the Bill. The Bill has been so badly drafted that many
important matters have been left vague and incomplete.

He has made the Bill unintelligible and the fault is his. Glause S
sub-clouse (1), says that every person owning property with-
in any of the Belts aforesaid, shall in respect of his property
be liable to pay the fee which shall be levied annually at the
rates specified in the Schedule. The word ‘rates’ calls for some
comment. The schedule does not prescribe rates; the schedule
only gives the cciling to the rates and not therates. The rate
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probably will be determined by the Deputy Commissioner or
Collector, but that these rates which he will fix will not exceed the
ceiling indicated in the schedule. But no basis has been laid down
on which these rates will be determined.

Secondly, I find that another provision should have been there,
i.e., abatement after levy has been imposed if the revetment proves
useless and ceases to provide the contemplated benefit.

Mr. SPEAKER : You should not repeat the same thing.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : So, there must be

a provision for abatement of the levy under same circumstances, that
15, either to abate the entire levy or to reduce the rate of levy. So,
the Bill will not be complete unless there is the provision for abate-
ment or recduction of levy. It is quite possible that duec to some
natural dauses, carthquake or flood, the revetment may be destroyed
or the Brahmaputra may change its course and move far away from
the revetment throwing up a large tract of land 1n between. In
such circumstances the revetment will he useless and there should
then be the need for abatement or reduction of the levy according
to circumstances. Thirdly, under clause 6, there are certain exemp-
tions, but these exemptions are limited to two or three items. In
courseiof time certain more items may be found necessary to subject
to exemption. This clause does not make any such provision and
0 that. Case another piece of legislation will be necessary to grant
exemption to more items. On that score also the Bill is defective.
As we have said, the most important aspect of the Bill is the
assessment of valuation and rates of assessment and list of persons so
assessed. This is the important function contemplated, but not
clearly and adequately provided for in the Bill under clauses 3, 4 and
Not only this has not been provided for in the Bill but it has not
€en provided in the rule making clause also. In clause 15, the
itaos;fl of assessment of valuation of property has not been provided ;
will r3{;6131“0;):“1des the manner of publication of the list of persons who
Lt allected.  So, ‘the Bill is-defective in some vital aspects and
o1 sure 1t will be an instrument of harassment to the pcople of
ibrugarh,

b With these words, I say that the Bill is defective and should not
¢ passed by the House,

I fiﬁntoH ARESWAR DAS (Deputy Mirister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
o i s turﬁderstamd the stand taken by Umaruddin .Sahcb. He
allowed aW}f Sent some amendments from Calcutta which were not
tuenc 't y should he go to Calcutta, which is not his consti-

Y tosend these amendments (Laughter)? 1If he was serious
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about the amendments, and he thought that this was an important
Bill why should he go to Calcutta and send his amendments from
there, why did he not leave these amendments with the Secretary
here ? For such recasons I say that we are not getting co-operation
from the hon. ¥Member. My Friend complaints that I charge them
with ignorance. This is incorrect. I cousider Members of the
Opposition to be intelligent persons and we expect much from them.
At the time of coisideration of the Bill, my Friend was here, and
he opposed the Bill. He could have at that time drafted his
amendments and leave them with the Secretary.  If my Friend
thought that the Bill would oppress the people of Dibrugarh, he
should have tabled the amendments in time to stop that oppression.
He did nothing like that. So I say we are not getting co-operation
from Opposition as they do not apply their minds. Instead of sub-
mitting the amendments in time, the hon. Member left for Calcutta

and sent the amendments from there and due to delay in transit they
were not accepted.  That supports my contention, o Ly

Now, he said that he was not sure of
ment and enquired whether we consulted any astrologer, who pre-
dicted the success of the revetment. We do not bring Bills, Sir, after
consulting astrologers. My Friend possibly consulted some astrologers
while drafting the amendments and possibly the verdict of the astro-
loger was against him and so he left for Calcutta (L aughter).

Now, I have not been able to understand the stand of my Friend
in - opposing the Bill. The construction of revetment and acquisi-
tion of land for that purpose are dealt with in another Bill and that
Bill has becn passed by this House. This Bill only is supplementary
to that Biil. If that Bill was rejected by this House, then we would not
have come with this Bill and this Bill would have been then premature.
This Bill is not premature, but it is a consequential one. The first Bill
having been already passed, this Bill has become necessary.  After
passing it will have to be sent to the President for approval and this
will take a long time. In the meantime works of acquiring land and
construction of the revetment will begin. Fven after this Bill passes
into ani Act, various difficulties in valuation and assessment of pro-
perty will arise. That will also consume much time. When m
Friend said that this Bill is premature, I could not follow his
argument. It is not premature. It seems my Friend, Mr, Uma-
ruddin, is against giving money to Government. Government require
money to serve the people. It is for the benefit of «the people that
Government require money. In the words of an eminent Indian
Historian I may say that rivers dry up, waters evaporate but returns

in the shape of rain and fertilises the soil for the benefit of mankind,
(Hear, hear) i

the success of the revet=
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- Here Government take money, money evaporates from the pocket
of the people, but returns in the shape of various bencficial mecasures
and enriches them.

The other day, at the consideration stage., my Friend introduced
Kabuliwala in his speech. 1 do not know how the Kabuliwala
could help in his speech’  Possibly his point was that as the Kabuli-
wala realises money from people, Government also realises money
from people and therefore there is no difference between a Kabuliwala
and the Government. If that be his point, then he has ¢ ommitted a
blunder, a Himalayan blunder. There is material difference in the
approach of a Kabuliwala and the Government. The difference is
here, as a dutiful servant serves his master with master’s moncy, so
this Government serves the pecople, its masters, with peoples’
money. A Kabuliwala realises moncy for his own purpose. But
Government takes money for the benefit of the people themsclves.
He has lost sight of this fundamental difierence. So, I say hc has
committed a Himalayan blunder (L aughter).

My Friend says that this Bill will oppress the people of Dibru-

arh. Whbat stand he has taken, I do not understand. When the
Acquisition Bill was introduced, my Friend. who had no stake at
Dibrugarh, opposed it.  Whereas my Friend. Shri Nilmoni Phookan,
who owns a house there, Shri Ramesh Barua and Shri Dalbir Singh
Lohar who are residents of that town and own property supported
it | My impression was that this was a complete answer to his
objection.

Now, as regards this project, Sir, my Friend said that ‘where is
the * knowing that it would be successful’ 7 Can anybody assure
absolute success ? Can anybody say that he will live upto one
hundred ycars ? Nobody can say that. The risk is there. When
a man 1is born. he may die at any moment. The riskis there. But
that does not debar him to work. One may dic at the age of 20
years, but that does not mean that he should not go to school. After |
“11 we are human beings.  We take necessary precaution and then
start working. Here we have got our experts. The experts came
from the Government of India. Those Engineers went to the spot,
they Cxa,mlnf:d tl}e area z_xnd they suggested this measurc. Quf Engi-
neers also aSSOClathi with the work. Now, if we eliminate those
ex ertsﬂ-"‘ihc experts from the Government of India and our cxperts,

do not 1§H0Wa how we can proceed with the work. We have got ‘
to rely on then;l.. There? is no way out. Even very recently the Gov-
ernment of IE IE sent experts, and as a matter of fact they have
d puted one x; ngflneer to look after the work, They are in touch
with the progress O thf? work. The Government of India have
taken 2 k'ecnr ll’;tsgegltl in_ the whole matter. They are helping us
with Enginee perior officers are also coming to supervise the

O e
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work. Our Oflicers are also there. In this way every " precaution
has been taken so that the scheme may succeed. There is no plea-
sure to realise money from the people of Dibrugarh. Ttis for their
benefit.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Sir, there is a provision
for levying a mooring tax from the steamers coming within 400
yards of the revetment for the protection of the revetment. Now,
if it is passed, 1 think, there will be difficulties so far as the Muni-
cipality and the Local Board are concerned, because accordi.g to
the rules the Municipalities and the Local Boards have got the power
to levy mooring tax. Now if it is . taken away  there will be future
difficulties and it is not clarified in this Bill. This is one point.
Secondly......

Mr. SPEAKER: No more please.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): This is for
the lawyers to express opinion. Still T give my opinion. Under
the Municipal Act, the Municipality can charge mooring tax, but
they have got to maintain the approach roads, sanitation and other
arrangements. Sir, I was a Chairman of the Goalpara Municipality.
I found these difliculities, but subsequently by “soma manipulation
we got over it. But the Mooring Tax, in this Bill is for the protec-
tion of the revetment. Those Steamers which moor within 400 AT
of the revetment will be liable to pay this charge. My idea is that
possibly not a single pie will be realised on this account, as the
Steamer Companies who know business, will not come within the
400 yards of the revetment. This IS a protective measure. This
‘Wil just deter the Steamers to come within 400 yards of the revet-
ment. If they come within 400 yards, they will pe required to pay
this tax. There is no legal bar to charge such a tax by two separate
bodies The Steamers may pay two such taxes ; one to the Governs
ment and another to the Municipality for the different purposes
mentioned above. Here our idea is to protect the revetment in
order. Realisation of money is not of primal‘y consideration.

As regards the point my Friend, Umaruddin Saheb. has said
that the Dibrugarh people are being Oppressed. Tt is for the,Di-
brugarh people to express such opinion.

Maulavi Muhammud UMARUDDIN . Sir, have I no right
to say for the Dibrugarh people ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (]?erluty Minister): I don’t say,
“you have no right”’. But who is the best person to say so. My
answer 1is that the Dibrugarh people, 7, . their representatives
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here ; even Shri Gogoi, a Member from Dibrugarh and also a
Member of the Opposition wants this Bill, rather he wanted to raise
the fee. What more evidence does my Friend require ?

So, Sir, these are the only points raised by my Friend. With
these remarks, I request my Friends not to press these points further.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Betterment
Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) Bill, 1953, as amended , be
passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Cinemas Regulation Bill, 1953

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Cinemas (Regulation)
Bill, 1953, be passed. :

Shri I:IARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in clause 4, for the words ‘‘the district magistrate’ in
line three the words “un officer appointed specifically for this
purpose }?Y the Government ’shall be substituted.

Sir, in clause 4 of the Bill, regarding the Licensing Authority,
it states, “ The Authority having power to grant licences under this
Act (hereinafter referred to as the licensing authority) shall be the
district magistrate.

Sir, when this Bill was taken up for consideration, I referred
to the onerous task that our District Magistrates were expected to
perform. He isina way what not to the Government, Our Dis-
trict Magistrates are the Chairman of the Supply Advisory Board,
Chalrman of the Land Advisory Distribution Committee, and
Chairman of so many other committees. Naturally the District
Magistrates do not find any time to devote actually to their normal
duties, which are generally heayy. Even after this, we want to im-
pose upon them other tasks, which we apprehended will not be duly
pgrformegl. We have that experience. S0, we hope that this work
will be given to some other people and not to the District Magis-
trate. Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, itis
intended as to how to regulate the cinema houses. We know in our
State the cinema houses are not up to the standard. They
suffer from ‘fﬁ“OUS defects, If anv body peeps any of the cinema .
boUSE hel will have t0 say that they (the cinema houses) in Assam
ate far be cl)w h.the standard, thatis expected of any cinema house,
where pcopic gve to remain not alone, but in the mids of crowds
for 'hOL}I‘S together, In giving licenses, the question of ventilation,
sanitation, -?\Xlﬁ'-’ entrance etc, should be taken into consideration.
Therefore, il tb 3 fask 1S to be rightly performed, it is necessary that
there should be a special officer, As there are special- oflicers for
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inspection of factories, or working of the factories, similarly, thére'
. should be a special officer for performing this task. , It may be
argued, when I am speaking of a special officer being appointed,
that I am spcaking for incurring more expenditure by the Government.
Because, we know that very oflicer for this purpose will incur more
expenditure of the Government. But as we are really interested
in improving the condition cof the cinema houses, it is necessary to
spend something. and in the long run, that expenditure may bring
. more dividend to the State Exchequer in the form of amusement
tax, etc. With these words, I commend my amendment for the
acceptance of the House. ; Red L.
Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved-is that in clause 4, for’the
words ““the district magistrate’ in the line three the words ‘‘an officer
appointed specifically for this purpose by the Government™ shall be
substituted. ‘
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, these very points: were raised by.my Friend
on the last occasion, to which I gave my replies, point by point,
and I tried to tmpress upon him the futility of his argument on all
these. I was expecting that he would not come again toargue
on the same point."My point is that the term “special officer” men-
tioned in support of his amendment, is too vague. I do not know,
what sort ol officer my I'riend wants. Whether he would be below
the rank of Deputy Commissioner or above the rank of Deputy
Commissioner. : s
The second point is that whether Government will have to
incur extra expenditure by appointing that special officer for that
particular purposc. My Friend’s amendment is not clear on all
these points. _ |
Morecover, we find, nowhere, in the Central Act or Acts of
Madhya Pradesh and other States, that this power has been ta_tken
a“ away from the District - Magistrates. Because the Central Legisla-
' turc and the State Legislatures thought that the District Magistrate,
or the Deputy Commissioner would be the proper person, as he is
' the man on the spot and conversant with local conditions ; moreover
| he will have time enough to pay. attention to all these matters as
this task will not involve much time. So the Deputy Commuis-
sioner has becen made the licensing authority. But my Friend, in
his argument to-day submits that the Deputy Commissioner would
not be able to discharge their duties in this connection because . of
his mainfold responsibilities. But on a previous occasion during the
discussion at consideration stage, he seemed to have held the view
that he did not like that the Deputy Commissioners should have this
power. Now he has given up that trend of argument, and has said
that the Deputy Commissioner would have no time to manage this
task, as he is overworked. Sb his two points of view are contradictory

B e
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Sir, I beg to request him to go through the provisions of the
whole Bill. I am sure be does so, if he will find that nowhere the
Deputy Commissioner has been giver the sole authority in the
matter of suspending licenses, etc. It is the State Government which
will give the final orders. Therefore, I hopc _lll;xl the L.eader of
the Opposition would see his way to withdraw his amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that in clause 4, for the words
““the district magistrate” in line three the words “"an oflicer appoin-
ted specifically for this purpose by the Government’ shall be sub-
stituted.

(The amendment was negatived).

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the proviso to clause 1 shall be deleted.

' The proviso says, “Provided that the Statc Government may,
by notification in the official Gazette, constitute for the whole or
any part of the State such other authority as it may specify in the
notification to the licensing authority for the purpose of this Act”.

Sir, it is really very unfortunate that our speceches are misinter-
preted by the Members sitting in the Opposite. 1 was not complain-
ing about giving more power to the Deputy Commissioner. All
that I was saying was that the poor fcllow was over.worked and he
should not be overburdened with such as other works, such as issue
of licenses to the cinema houses etc.

. Now in this clause, I find that, if my Friend is really serious of
giving the licensing power to the Deputy Commissi(mc_:rs_ he sho_u]d
keep and it should not be given to other persons. But in the proviso,
It is also provided that if the State Government consider
1t necessary, they may constitute somcbody clse.  Who s that
somebody " else > What does this cxpression mean ? It may be
anybody. It may be a Government Officer, or somebody of their
own liking, who may be made the licensing authority. It gives
more power to the Government, to the party in power, to favour
someone.  Sir, this proviso is very vaguc and unwarranted. There-
fore, this should not be kept there.

- Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment is that the proviso to clause
4 shall be deleted. '

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr. Spcaker,

Ir, I want to say only a word or two in support of the amendment
Of: my Friend, Mr. Goswami. He has said , Sir, that it is not clear to

Im who that somebody will be. To me, Sir, it is quite clear,
This is the only point to explain for which I have taken my stand.

‘nen the election time draws near, Government by notification
will appoint a person for the purpose of collecting money for the

Congress Fund, "This is the whole purpose of the provision. When
the Government think that some of their minions is to be appointed
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to a *“ lucrative  job, then this post will be created at that time,
The party in power, through the Government, will create that post
during the time of clection because then they will certainly need
money. For this reason the matter is quite clear to us and so we
cannot but opposc this provision. By

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary):
Sir, this amendment is contrary to the first amendment. ];n‘-the
first amendment the mover wanted to replace the district ' magistrate
by some other officer to be appointed by the Government. Sit,
I have alréady stated in my first speech that the first amendment 18
absolutely unnecessary.  The Bill has made provision ‘that at the
time when Government think it necessary, some other officer may
be appointed to act as licensing authority for any part or for
the whole of the State. Therefore, Sir, this amendment'is quite
contrary to the first amendment. Moreover, Sit, as I havere used
to accept the first amendment, I cannot also accept this amendment.
Therefore, 1 oppose it. : 3

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the proviso to clause 4
shall be deleted.

(The amendment was negatived).

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mri. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in sub-clause (1)(@) of clause 5, for the word ¢ substan-
tially *> the word ¢ fully " shall be substituted.

Now, Sir, in clause 5(1) we find—‘The licensing authority
shall not grant a license under this Act unless it is satisfied that—

(a) ¢¢ the rules made under this Act have been substantially com-
plied’ with...... o .

Si1, T am opposing to the word ¢ substantially **. I want to
substitute it by the word * fully . Sir, if the rule is not fully
implemented, then the rule will be a dead letter. Therefore, if
we want the rule to be implemented, it must be iplplemcntgd
fully, so as to leave no room for any doubt; otherwise, Sir, there will
be room for loose ,interpretation of the rules and also it may be
that some officers may take advantage of such defective rules
and avail themselves of certain opportunities which may lower
the standard of administration. 3

With these few words, I commend my amendment and, Sir, I
hope my amendment will be accepted by the House. :

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that in sub-clausc’ ’(121@)
of clause 5, for the word ‘¢ substantially ”, the word ‘¢ fully " s ‘a-u
be substituted.
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary):

Sir, this word ‘‘substantially’” has been used in the Act and also
in the Acts of various States as well as in the Act of the Central
Gevernment. Sir, whenever an applicant has been able to satisfy
the Licensing Authoiity or the Statc Government that.he has
fulfilled substantially all the rules and regulations of Cinema Act
and after necessary examination by the officer concerned the license
will be granted to the applicant. Moreover, Sir, we have made
provision for giving preference to scientific, educational, cultural
and otber important films. In this respect provision is already
ther:c in clause 5(2)—*“Subject to the foregoing provision ol this
section and with the previous approval of the State Government
the licensing authority may grant licenses under this Act to such
persons. as that authority thinks fit and on such terms and condi-
tions and subject to such restrictions as it may determine’’.

So, Sir, the final discretion is left to the State Government.
Therefore, Sir, I see no ground to accept this amendment, and
therefore, I oppose it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that in sub-clause (1)(a) of
Claus? 9, for the word “‘substantially’’ the word *“fully’’ shall be
substituted. 5

(The amendment was negatived).

Shri A. S. KHONGPHAI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that 'after sub-clause (3) of clause 5, the following shall be added
as sub-clause (4) :— :

4 (4) A condition shall be inserted in every  license
that the licensee will not exhibit, or permit to be exhibited in
Sus:h place any film other than a film which has been certified as
sultabl.e for public exhibition by a Board consisting of licensing
authority and two or more persons to be appointed by the State
Government.’’

I Sir, my object in moving this amendment is very simple.

t seeks only what type of films arc to be exhibited to the public 1n
general so that those type of films would be harmless to the people,
and.tc.) the student community in particular such films would be
:}’:hlblted Which will give them healthy recreation, which will give
Vn ‘iﬁfl additional value to their study and at the sametime they may
_ ot harm the student cominunity in any way.

Sir, I have gone through the Cinematograph Act of 1918.—
Uggeerx;lsef:tlon 7(1) of the I’I.'lailg’l Act, Sir, we ﬁng-—“ Any Provincial
frotoe a;nent may, by notification in the official gazette, consti-
. a5 many authorities as it may think fit for the purpose of
*amining and certifying films as suitable for public exhibition, and
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declare the arca (hercinafter referred to as the ¢ local area )
within which each such authority shall exercise the powers
conferred on it by this Act. Where an authority so constituted
consists of a Board of twe or more persons not more than one half
of the, members thercof shall be persons (in  the service of the
Crown) ™’

This T am reading from section 7 of the Cincmatograph Act,
(Act II of 1918) Sir. And also in the report of the Select Com-
mittee we find—"* We understand that the authorities to be
constituted under clause 7 will as a rule, be authorities whose certi-
ficates will be valid throughout British India. = It has been pointed
out to us that cases may well arisc where a film the exhibition of
which might not be objectionable in many parts of India would,
owing to local conditions, stand on a cllﬂ'crc_n‘r footing in other
parts, and we have therclore inserted a provision cnabling any
certificate to be restricted by the Local Gov_crnmcnt either generally
in its Province or any part thereof.” So, Sir, my point is that our
State Government will also see that this enabling clause 1s added
in this B:ll which will give more power to them to see that the
films exhibited are rcally beneficial to our people.  With these few
words, Sir, 1 think I have nothing further to add ang I commend
my amendment to the acceptance of the House. i

Myr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is—

That after sub-clause (3) of clause 5,
added as sub-clause (4) : .

“ (4) A _condition shall be inserted in every lice
licensee will not exhibit, or permit to be exhibited ip such piace
any film other than a film which_hrls b(“cn_\cert.iﬁed as suitable for
public exhibition by a Board consisting of hcensmg authorit 4
two or more persons to be appointed by the State Govcrnmcnt.”

the I‘ollowing shall be

nse that the

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentay
Sir,I am sorry I cannot accept this amendment because it is
fundamentally wrong. The State Government has 8Ot no power
of certification which is the duty of the Central Overnment a5
provided under section 3 of the Central Act. Un_der that section
of the Central Act there is to be a Board of Film Censors to b
constituted by the Central Government for eXamining apd certify ine
films. In this connection T may refer my Friend to the Union )i‘ =
in the Seventh Schedule serial 60, ‘‘Sanctioning of Cine’mato 2K
films for exhibition” and to the State list serial 33 that « cif;fﬁ.ph
subject to the provisions of entry 60 pf List I.” There{bre tgg :
this amendment proposed by my Friend 1s O}IfSIde theju’risdic*t-lr’
of the Statc Government, ‘and for that reason Ppose :ﬁﬁn
amendment: 3

i Secrei;ary) ;
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Mr. SPEAKER : The question is—

That after sub-clausc (3) of clause 5, the following shall be
added as sub-clause (4) :—

‘“(4) A condition shall be inserted in cvery license that the licensee
will not exhibit, or permit to be exhibited in such place any film
other than a film which has been certified as suitable for public
exhibition by a Board consisting of licensing authority and two or
more persons to b appointed by the State Government.’’

(The amendment was negatived.)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that In sub-clause (1) of clause 6, the words *‘or the Licensing

Authority in respect of the Area within its jurisdiction 77 occurring in
lines two and three shall be deleted.

Sir, under clause 6, power to direct licensee not to exhibit
certain films, 1t 1s provided ; ‘¢ The State Government in respect
of the whole of the State or any part thereof or the Licensing
Authority in respect of the area within its jurisdiction may, if it is
of opinion that any flm which is being publicly exhibited is
Jikely to causc a breach of the peace by order, suspend  the exhi-
bition of the film and during such suspension no person shall exhibit
such film in any place in the area specified in the order.™ By this
amendment I want to do awav with the words ‘¢ or the Licensing
Authority in respect of the area within its jurisdietion ™ and the

clause will then read : The State Government in respect of the
whole of the State or any part thereof may, if it is ol opinion that
any film which 1is being publicly exhibited 1is likely to  cause
breach of the peace by order, etc...”” My purposc is that actually
the work of cepsoring 5 . film is to be done by the Clentral
Government and in the Statement of Objects and Reasons also it
is stated that so far as censoring 1is concerned it is the subject
matter for the Central Government. Sir, once it is agreed to give
this power to the Llce_nsing Authority as provided for under clause 4
6(1) and if that Authority consider that exhibition of certain film
ig likely to causc breach of the peace, it can suspend exhibition of
that film. If that is actually done, I don't know what will be the
Gon'stitutlonal position ; whether in view of the list enumerated in
the geventh Schedule which gives the power of censoring films to
the G(.antral Government, that power can be exercised by that
Licensing Authority from the Constitutional point of view. Never-
theless even if this power can be exercised that should be exercised
by the State Government, and that power should not be left to the

T ahERe T, A
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Licensing Authority. We know that the Licensing Authority may
be a distric t magistrate or he may also be some other person who is
not a district magistrate according to the provisions of clause 4 and
if we leave such power in the hands of the district magistrate, it
will be wrong. Therefore, T want this power, if at all it i1s to be
used, should be used by the State Government. Moreover, Sir,
a film is not shown immediately. Before a filmis exhibited in a
certain arca it has to be advertised and therefore there is no
question to hurry. The State Government can be approached
during the interval between the day of its first advertisement and
the actual exhibition of that film. There is a gap of time here.
Therefore it will be better if this power is retained by the State
Government.  With these words, Sir, [ commend my motion to the
acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is that in sub-clause
(1) of clause 6, the words * or the Licensing Authority in respect of
the Arca within its jurisdiction "’ occurring in lines two and three
shall be deleted.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, my Friend has raised a Constitutional issue. My
only answer is that the licensing authority which has been given the
power to issue license can also suspend any license under the Con-
stitution. The Rule provides that he shall show the reasons and
circumstances why a  license is suspended. The reasons may be for
public interest such as to prevent breach of the peace and matters
like that. "There is nothing objectionable under the Constitution in
this clausc.  Morcover, Sir, as directed by the Centre, we have
enacted this provision. In the Central Act passed in the year 1952
we find as follows in section 13(1): ‘“The Lieutenant-Governor or,
as the casc may be, the Chief Commissioner, in respect of the
whole Part G State or any part thereof, and the district magistrate
in respect of the district within his jurisdiction, may, if he is of
opinion that any film which is being publicly exhibited is likely to
cause a breach of the peace, by order, suspend the exhibition of
the film and during such suspension the film shall be deemed to be
an unecertified film in the State, part or district, as the case may
bc'BS

Sir, this Section 13 is applicable to C States only and not
applicable to Parts A and B States. So we have brought this Bill on
the lines of the provisions of Part III of the 1952 Act. My Friend’s
contention is that the district magistrate should not be given all the
power for revocation or suspension. But, Sir, he has not gone care-
fully into all the provisions of the Bill. The Deputy Commissioner
or the District Magistrate has not got the sole authority in respect
of issuing license and suspending license and revoking license,
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My Friend I think has not read the provision in this connection.  In
clause 6(2) of our Bill it is stated : “When an order under sub-
section (1) has been issued by the Licensing Authority a copy
thereof together with a statement of reasons therefor shall forthwith
be forwarded by the Licensing Authority to the Statc Government
and the State Government may cither confirm or discharge the
order.”’> This shows that the order of the district magistrate 1n this
connection is not final. The State Government only gives the final
decision after going through the matter carcfully and considering
all the pros and cons of the subject.

Therefore, Sir, I do notsee any reason to accepl the Amend-
ment of my Friend and, so, I opposc the Amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is—

That in sub-clause (1) of clause 0, the words “‘or the Licensing
Authority in respect of the Arca within its jurisdiction’ occurring
in lines two and three shall be deleted.

(The amendment was negatived.)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, in view of the rcjec-
tion of my Amendment to sub-clause (1) T do not want to move
my next Amendment®.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, my next amendment 153

«That in sub-clause (3) of clause 6, the words ‘unless dis-
charged by the State Government under sub-scction (2)° occurring
3n’ lines onc and two shall be deleted”’.

Sir, in sub-clause (3) it is written :

« An order made under sub-scction (1) shall unless discharged
te Government under sub-section (2) remain in force for

by the St : ;

a pcriod of 2 months from the date thereof....- > Here I want to
delete the words ““unless ~discharged by the State Government
ander sub-section (2)”, and then it will read as, *"An order made
gnder ‘sub-section (1) shall remain in force for a period of 2 months
from the date thereof....... 3

This also I am not pressing as my Amendment to sub-clause (1)

was not accepted. It does not fit in and therefore, I am not mov-

ing it. )
/

% Shri Ha
¢«That sub

reswar Goswami to move ; —
-clause (2) of clause 6 shall be deleted”,




1953] THE ASSAM CINEMAS (REGULATION) BILL, 1953 1729

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I beg to move:

That at the end of sub-clause (3) of clause 6, for the *‘full
stop’> a “‘colon’’ shall be substituted and the following pavagraph
shall be added thercafter.—

“Provided that all such subsequent orders shall be appealable
in the Court of the District Judge.”

Here the power has been given to the State Government to
confirm the order given by the Licensing Authority suspending the
exhibition of the film. In this case if there is no scope for appta!,
then the licensce may suffer unnecessarily. Therefore, Sir, it 1s
necessary that instead of relying too much on administrative justice
this matter should be left to the judicial authority. Therefore, my
amendment that ¢ Provided that all such subsequent orders shall
be appecalable in the Court of the District Judge should be
inserted so that there can be appeal in the Court of the District
Judge against that order and that suspension may be averted.

Mr SPEAKER: Amendment moved is:

That at the end ol sub-clause (3) of clause 6, for the ““full stop”
a ““colon’” shall be substituted and the following paragraph shall
be added thereafter :—

““Provided that all such subsequent orders shall be appealable
in the Court of the District Judge.” :

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretar;)_: 1
any sorry, Sir, 1 cannot accept this Amendment of my Friend
because there is a provision here. There is no such provision that
administrative matters are taken to law courts. My Friend does
not want to be satisiied with the findings of the State Government
when the State Government extends the suspension period in
public interest so as to prevent any breach of peace.. Par-
ticularly to prevent breach of peace only the Licensing Authority
can suspend the license for a certain period and the State
Government can ratify it and for that discretion has been left with
the State Government and when the State Government finds from
the report of the district magistrate that those circumstances still
continue then Government may order for further suspension of the
license. So, here the State Government has been given that power
to extend the period of suspension. Now, my Frlgnd wants _that
against the order of the State Government there should be provision
for filing an appeal or revision petition before the District Judge.
This is a simple administrative matter. This kind of administra-
tive matter may also be taken up betore the High Court if my
Friend finds that any person is aggrieved by the order of the State
Government. There is sufficient provision made under clause 9 for
appeal by any aggricved person.  In view of all these, Sir, I do not
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see any reason why there should be a provision for going to the
District Judge against the orders of the State Government. Neither
in Madhya Pradesh Act, nor in the Bombay Bill, practically
nowhere in India there is such a provision as my Friend wants to
provide here.

Therefore, Sir, I oppose the Amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is:

That at the end of sub-clause (3) of clause 6, for the ““full stop”’
a “colon’’ shall be substituted and the following paragraph shall
be added thereafter :—
~ “Provided that all such subsequent orders shall be appcalable
in the court of the District Judge™.

(The Amendment was negatived).

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to
'move ~ that in clause 8 before the words ¢ the Licensing Authori-
ty’” in line eight, the words ¢the State Government on the
report of’” shall be added.

Sir, clause 8 relates to power to revoke licence. It says: “lIn
the event of any contravention by the holder of a licensc of
any of the provisions of this Act or Rules made thereunder
or any of the conditions or restrictions upon oOr subject to
which the license has been granted to him under this Act or in the
event of his conviction of an offence under section 7 of this Act or
under section 7 of The Cinematograph Act, 1952 the Licensing
Authority may revoke the license or suspend it for such period as 1t
may think fit.”’

' Here instead of giving power to the Licensing Authority my
amendment seeks to give this power to the State Government.
rI.’ha.t the State Government on the report of the Licensing Autho-
rity may revoke the license or suspend it, as it thinks fit. This 1s
consistent with clause 6(1), because in clause 6(1) there is a power
to suspend the exhibition of any film and that power is not given
to the Licensing Authority, but it has been conferred on the State
Government. Therefore, the revoking of a licence should be given
to the State Government. JItmay be argued that the Licensing
Authority who can issue licence should have the power to -revoke
also ; but revoking a license may mean stopping the avenues of live-
lihood of a person. This power should be with the State Govern-
ment who will be able to revoke a license on the recommendation
of the Licensing Authority.

. Sir, this is a simple amendment and, I hope, the Government

- will accept my amendment.

: Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved moved is that in clause
8 before the words ¢ the Licensing Authority” in line eight, the
words “the State Governmet on the report of °* shall be added.
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary):

Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am sorry, I cannot accept the amendment as,
I think, it is quite redundant. ‘

The Bill has given the power of issuing license to the District
Magistrate, who will be the Licensing Authority and therefore * he
has also been given the powers of suspension and revocation. There
is the provision for appcal embodied in clause 9 and any aggrieved
person, mnot .only the licensee but any member of the public,
aggrieved by the decision of the District Magistrate or the Licen-
sing Authority can appeal to the State Government for redress.

Therefore,

this amendment is redundant and I oppose the
amendment.

Myr. SPE}AKER: The question is that in clause 8 before the
words ‘‘the Licensing Authority™ in line eight, the words, “‘the
State Government on the report of”’ shall be added.

(The amendment was negatived).

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in clause 9, the following shall be added as 2 separate
paragraph :—

“All orders of the State Government shall be a eal 3
e € ¢ ala
Court of the District Judge.” Ppealable in ;the

Sir, I need not say much about this amendment.
dy stated about the necessity of making the orders

I spoke at the consideration stage of this Bill

I have alrea-
appealable when

. _ and I want to jncor-
porate it because too much power should not be

left in th

. A : e ha £
the State Government and in these matters Judicial decisﬂgf (?S
necessary and therefore th :

; ( ese judicial decisions should pe .
the District Judge. left with

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that in ¢l

following shall be added as a separate paragraph :— e the
““All orders of the State Government shall be appealabl af
the Court of the District Judge”. - in

Shri MOHI KXKANTA DAS Paliamentay s
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have already spokgn about a sinfili‘:.cre'farY):
reference to sub-clause (3) of clause 6. thmg et

If we accept this amendment, it will mean that any decicias 4 :
the State Government in regard to any adminjstyy iecxs1on of
will have to be referred to the District Judge. Thﬂreforeve Mmatter
this in view of the fact that there is enough scope and &) I Oppose
approach the High Court for a writ of mandamys in I;lr vilege' 'to
whenever any one desires to do so. ‘91‘1 matters
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Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that in clause 9, the
following shall be added as a separate paragraph :—

¢“All orders of the State Government shall be :11)11(-aluhlc in the
Court of the District Judge”

(The amendment was negatived.)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker,.Sir, I beg to
move that »t the end of sub-clause (2)(e) of clause 10, the follow-
ing shall be added as sub-clause 2(f ) :—

““(f) regulating the use of loud speakers and exhibition of

posters and pictures,”

Regarding the powers to make rules by the State, Government
clause 10 enumerates certain things. It says in sub-clause (2) :—

““In particular and without prejudice to the generality ol the

foregoing power, rules made under this Act may provide for—

(a) the procedure in accordance with which a license may be
obtained and the terms, conditions and restrictions, if
any, subject to which a license may be granted under
this Act ; :

(6) the regulation of cinematograph exhibitions for securing

< public safety ; apdt!

(¢) the time within which and the conditions subject to which
an appeal under section (9) may be preferred ; ! y

(d) regulating the means of entrance and exit at places licen-
sed under this Act and providing for prevention of
disturbance thereat ;

(¢) regulating or prohibiting the sale of any ticket or pass for
admission by whatever name called to a place licensed
_under this Act.” A

And, if my amendment is accepted, then sub-clause (/) will
be added which will read as follows :—( /') regulating the use of
loud speakers and exhibition of posters and pictures,” {

At the consideration stage, I spoke about loud speaker nul-
sance. In many cinemas in the State loud speakers are operated till
11 or 12 o’clock at night and it becomes a regular nuisance to the
public of the neighbourhood.

Rf:_ga_rdmg posters and pictures, we find, certain_cinema posters
are exhibited in a way which is repulsive to the standard of morality
here. - Naked pictures are exhibited and such pictures affect ‘the
morality of our youngmen. When rules for other things can be
m.agg, rules for these Joud speakers, pictures and posters should be
madac.

With these words, T commend my Motion to the acceptance of
the House, ¥

R T R
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Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that at the end of
sub-clause (2)(¢)of clause 10 the following shall be added as sub-
clause (2)( f ):—

““(f) regulating the use of loud speakers and exhibition of

posters and pictures.”

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretaty): Mr.
Speaker, Sir. I oppose this amendment. The Hon. Member in
moving his amendment read out the sub-clauses (2) (@), (&), (¢), (a),
and (e) of clause 10 and tried to show that these were exhaustive,
and wants by his amendment to add another sub-clause which will
regulate the use of loud speakers and pictures and posters for exhi-
bition. But I beg to submit that the list is merely illustrative and
not exhaustive. 1 do not think, there is any necessity for incorpo-
rating this as the Government, if it finds it neccssa}y to regulate
those things, may provide accordingly while framing rules under
the Act. So it is not necessary. So I oppose the Amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The questionis that at the end of sub-
clause (2)(e) of clause 10 the following shall be added as sub-clause
D7) :— |

““(f ) regulating the use of loud speakers and exhibition of
posters and pictures.”

(The amendinent was negatived.)

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that clauses 1-—12 do stand
part of the Bill.

(The question was adopted).

The question is that the title and the preamble of the Bill do
stand part of the Bill.

(The question was adopted)

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) : Sir,

I beg to move that the Assam Cinemas (Regulation) Bill, 1953, be
passed. {

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Cinemas
(Regulation) Bill, 1953, be passed. -

(After a pause)
(The Motion was then put and adopted),

MR. SPEAKER : We will continue to sit for another hour
and shall finish. the Government buisness.

-

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Even within an hour we
shall not be able to finish.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then if required, we will extend for another
hour or two. ‘
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Resolutior.x rggarding formation of a Commuittee for proper
appreciation of the full implication of the Estimates
Committee

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that a Committec consisting of the fol=
lowing _membcrs be constituted for proper appreciation of  the full
jmplication of the Estimates Committec and necd or otherwise of
constituting s.m:h Committees after studying the workings of such
Committees in the Centre and in the States, and that the said
Committee will submit its report with such recommendations as
they consider desirable on or before 31st August 1953 for conside-
ration of the House. Five Members present would form the quorum.
Hon’ble the Spcaker will be the Chairman of the Committee. |

Name of Members - l

The Speaker. !
The Mover.

Shri Pratap Chandra Sarma.

Shri Radhika Ram Das.

Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavadti.

Shri Akshoy Kumar Das.

Shri Mohendra Nath Deka

Shri Ramesh Chandra Borooah.,

Shri Hareswar Goswaini.

" Maulavi Md. Umaruddin.

The chrctary, Legislative Assembly will be the Secretary of
Clommittee. ) ]

Sir, I am moving this Motion in pursuance of the recommen-
dations of the Committee which was appointed by this House. This
matter was also discussed on another occasion. So, I do not want
to take any more time of the House.

r. SPEAKER : Motion move is: ““That a Committee consis-
ting of the fo%‘?"."mgl.mc_mbf:rs be c‘0315§ituted for proper apprecia-
tion of th.e fu [ Anp 1.(_:at1_(.)n of the 1_‘49t1m3_1tCS Coommittee and need L
¥ otherwisc 0 c&nsutu.upg such Committees after studying the
workings Qf such Qri!mltt?es m the Centre and in the States, and
that the said Comm.l{ (= ‘;"}11 submit its report with such recommen-
dations as they corzitH }(-Icsn"able ‘on or before 31st August, 1953
for consideration © t ek ouse. Five Members present would form
the quorum: Mr. Speaker will be the Chairman of the Committee,

|
SexnaonEwn-

the

Name of Members

1. The Speaker.
The Mover.
3 Shri Pratap Chandra Sarma.
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Name of Members—crneld.
Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati.
Shri Akshoy Kumar Das.
Shri Mohendra Nath Deka.
Shri Ramesh Chandra Borooah.
Shri Hareswar Goswami.
10. Maulavi Muhamimad Umaruddin.

The Secretary, Legislative Assembly will be the Secretary - of
the Committeeo.”

\OOQ-JO'\U\

(The Resolution was then put and adopted.)
Draft Assembly Rules, as framed by the Rule Making
Committee
Rule 1A.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA :
Sir, I beg to movc that (at page 2) the words ‘‘a Minister of State’®
occurring in the definition of ** Minister™ in rule 1A shall be deleted.

Sir, when therc is no Minister of State it is not necessary to
retain this CX])I‘("&SiUI\ in the x‘.(‘i‘lllil'mns, 1 therefore submit that
these words may be deleted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved
words “a Minister of State
ter”

Mr. Speaker,

moved s that (at page 2) the
. occurring m the definition of *¢Minis-
in rule 1A shall be deleted.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : I
this amendment, Sir.

Mrx. SPEAKER : The question is that (at page 2) the words
a Minister of State” occurring in the definition of Minister™
in rule 1A shall be deleted. .

(The amendment was adopted)
Rule -2

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA: My, Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that (at page 3) after sub-rule (1) of rule 2. the
following shall be mscrted as sub-rule (2)e==

‘“(2) When the

accept

day, hour and place have been appointed
under sub-rule (1) for a meecting of the Assembly the Governor may
change such day, hour or place and the Sccretary shall send  written
notice of the change to each member.”’

Sir, the Governor has been given the power to convene meet-
ings of the Assembly and 1t may somectimes be necessary either to
defer a particular meeting or to convene it carlier than was at first
appointed. He should therefore be given the power to do so. This
i1s the reason for moving this amendment and I hope the House
will accept it.

Mr. SPEAKER : Amcndment moved is: That (
sub-rule (1) of rule 2, the following shall be inserted a

““(2) When the day, hour and place have been appointed
under sub-rule (1) for a mecting of the Assembly the Governor may

change such-day, hour or place and the Secretary shal] send written
notice of the change to each Member.’

at page 3) after
§ sub-rule (2) :—
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): [ accept
this ammendment, Sir,
Mr. SPEAKER : The question is: That (at page 3) after sub-
rule (1) of rule 2, the following shall be inscrted as sub-rule 2 :—
‘“(2) When the day, hour and place have becn appointed
under sub-rule (1) for a meeting of the Assembly the Governor may
change siich day, hour or place and the Secretary shall send written
notice of the change to cach Member.”
(The Amendment was adopted)
Rule 7A 2
Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA : Mr. Speaker. Sir,
I beg to move that (at page 7) in sub-rule (1) of rule 7A, the figures
and letters “4-30 p. Mm.”wherever they occur shall be substituted
by the figures and letters ‘4 p. a.” :
My submission is that specially in winter 4-30 ». a. will be
almost evening. I therefore beg to submit that this should be 4 p.n.
Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that (at page 7) in sub-
rule (1) of rule 7A, the figures and letters ““4-30 p. n~° wherever
they occur shall be substituted by the figure and letters *‘4 .M.~
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): I accept
the amendment, Sir. .
Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that (at page 7) in sub-rule (1,
of rule 7A, the figures and letters “4-30 p. M.>> wherever they occur
shall be substituted by the figures and letters 4 p.M.”’
(The Amendment was adopted.)
Rule 13A
. Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA: Mr. Specaker,
Sir, I beg to move that (at page 8) in clause (i) of rule 13A, the
word “entering” shall be substituted by the word ‘‘taking’’. _
Sir, it is the practice that the members should bow to the Chair
before taking his seat and it is certainly not the intention that as
soon as 2 member enters the Chamber he should bow to the C.h‘dl,f
from that place. This is why I want to substitute the word taking
for the word ¢ entering”. y
Mr. SPEAKER: Amcndment moved is that (at page 8) in
clause (i) of rule 13A, the word ““entering”” shall be substituted by
the word “taking®’.

. Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): 1 accept
this amendment, Sir.

... Mir. SPEAKER : The question is that (at page 8) in clause
(m) of rule 13A, the word “entering” shall be substituted by the
word “taking”. .

(The Amendment was adopted.)

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that (at page 9, clause (ix) of rule 13A shall be deleted.

~ Sir, this clause is redundant because there are various provision.
in rule 13A for regulating and conducting the business of this Houses
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At the same time. if this clause is retained, I think it casts a '‘reflec-
tion on the prestige and dignity of the Members of the Legislature.
So, I submit that this clause be deleted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is that (at page 9),
clause (ix) of rule 13A shall be deleted.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): I accept
this amendment Sir,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that (at page 9) ,. clause (ix)
of rule 13A shall be deleted. :

(The Amendment was adopted.)
Rule 19

- Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that (at page 11) after the words ¢ except in the
case of”’ occurring in the third line of sub-rule (1) of rule 19, the

words, ‘‘a question which has not been answered or’’ shall be
nserted.

Sir, the first Drafting Committee had also recommended. this
and for good reasons too. An exception has been made in the case
of those resolutions which were moved but could not be discussed
for want of time. I submit, Sir, that the questions for which
notice was given and which were submitted and about which Gov-
ernment are calling for information should automatically continue
for the next Session because in that case, Government will not have
to incur any new cxpenditure.  Whatever expenditure might be
already incurred in the process of collecting the = answers will be of
worth and the unnecessary lengthy procedure or cumbersome proce-
dure of again giving notices will be eliminated. If the clause is there,
there will be no difliculty and if the clause is not there both the Mem-
ber concerned and Government will have unnecessary difficulties.
From the financial point of view also, it is a sound preposition.

Thirdly, if the questions are not answered in the House and if
the answers are sent to the homes of the Members, then perhaps the
Parliamentary conditions are not fulfilled. Questions are not meant
only for the personal satisfaction of the Member who puts them;
but they are meant also for the House, nay for the entire country.
It is the established rule in the unwritten convention in the British
Parliament that this Question Hour is a very important right of the
Members of the Legislature and from that point of view, question
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should be answered on the floor of the House. Many a questions
may not have to be repeated in the form of putting new questions,
if this clause is there. Therefore, Sir, I request that this clause may
be retained as proposed by the first Drafting Committee and now
by me.

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that (at page 11),
after the words, “except in the case of” occurring in third line of
sub-rule (1) of rule 19, the words “a question which has not been
answered or” shall be inserted.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): I am
sorry, Sir, I cannot oblige myv Friend. This point was discussed
when the draft rules were placed belore this House for considera-
tion. Si{': it is true that this portion was omitted, which my F}‘ICIld
wants to insert now, by the Second Committee which was appointed
by this House. My Friend, in course of his speech, said that so far
as the resolution is concerned, provision has been made, but so far
as the questions are concerned it has not been made. This is not
correct, Sir. A resolution, if moved and cannot be finished in a
particular Session, will be brought over in the next Session. That
analogy cannot be applied in case of questions.  If a question 1s 1n
‘th? process of answer and if that cannot be fully replied, certainly
this analogy will apply, but there cannot be such a case. Those
questions which will not be answered in a particular session, for
them separate notices are to be sent to the Secretary, Legislative

Assembly. In view of what I have stated, I cannot accept the
amendment,

dM:‘l‘.. SPEAKER : The question is that (at page 11), after the
words “‘except in the case of*’ occurring in the third line of sub-rule

(1) of rule 19, the words ‘¢ i i wered
o heridn, rds °° a question which has not been ans

(The Amendment is negatived.)

Shri RADHACHARAN CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
that (a page 11), between the words “which” and
8 1n the fourth line of sub-rule (1) of rule 19, the
shall be inserted.
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Sir, in rule 19 (1) it is said, ‘‘On the termination of a session of
the Assembly all pending notices shall lapse and fresh notice shall be
given for the next session, except in the case of a resolution which
was moved but could not be discussed or decided upon for
want of time’’. Now, I want here to mean that not only the
resolution which could not be discussed or decided for want of time,
but also the resolution which could not be moved for want of time,
should be also added. The resolutions are generally submitted by
the private Members of the Legislature and such resolutions are ' of
special importance.  So, Sir, we should nout allow such a matter
of importance to be lapsed, rather it should not be lapsed, but it

?‘hould get the priority in the next session, without giving any notice
or it.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): In this

case also, Sir. I cannot accept the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment is almost of the similar
nature. Is not it ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): Yes, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER :

The question is that (at page 11), between
the words *° ! i

which™ and “was’’ occurring in the fourth line of sub-

rule (1) of rule 19, the words “could not be moved or which’® shall
be inserted., ‘

(The amendment was negatived.)

Rule 25.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Ibeg to
move that (at page 13) the ““full stop” at the end of proviso to rule 25
shall be deleted and the following words shall be added thereafter :—

“with the consent of the Minister-in-charge’’.

Sir, a question may be put by a member at least 15 clear days
before the commencement of the session. Now in case of emergen-
cy, if the Minister-in-charge is to answer the question' in less than
15 days he may not be able to do so and he will be put to a difﬁcult
position. So the consent of the Minister-in-charge may be obtained
in such cases ; and with that end in view I beg to move my amend-
ment, which may be accepted.
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : It is not clear, Sir. It seems
the amendment is out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Das, what do you mecan h}_r the words,
£t Ministcr-in-ChargC” ? I think the words Minister-in-charge of
the Department concerned” will be more happy.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Sir, e
in the original Rule, the word **Minister-in-Charge” is there. I may
read the Proviso, Sir. - . ehoa K

“Provided that the Speaker may, with the consent of the I\f‘lll]s-
ter-in-charge, ‘allow 2 question to be put at shorter notice than [‘l tu‘,n

ays'or may extend the time for answering the question to a subse-
quent meeting”’,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir. I take,my

v . o L p B -
stand to Qppose this amendment moved by my I'riend, Shri Radhika
Ram Dgs,

It is really very sad that after the rules have been passed tx?"lce
Yowo committees, new sets of amendments have been brought by
the Members of the Party in power and most of these amendments
9 e tobe accepted by the Party in power. Sir, I oppose th(:'
anj.e{ldme'nt_ Because, Just to-day, I have received a letter that t.ht:
Mlnl.?ter-ln—Chargc refusing to agree to reply to certain short notice
Dastons tabled by me. Those questions relates to the Forest
€partment, ahoy¢ which, I moved an Adjournment Motion here.
As the Motion was declared out of order, I had to put a short notice
question, to w lich the Ministcr~in-Charge has refused to reply. If
we leave this jp that way, the Ministcr-ih-chargc will always try to
Theb® from the rcPIiCS’ which they are otherwise bound to give.
el therefore Say that as they are short notice questions, they
gt Pe taken up. This will take away a great right of the
a gﬂi:hgﬁlnwters will always say that it is not possible to_rcply fO_.SUfh
oppose tﬁpd 5 such they will never reply to short notice q'ulLSHOI'cS(;
to the amenéls amendment” and 1 hope that this Housc wil égl ?
itttee. Tent that has been accepted by the Rule Making Com

My, _ Ty
stop”’ _z:; t}?ff&%?m The question is that (at page 13) the *‘full

the proviso to rule 25 shall be deleted and the
followmg words shall I:I))e added thercafter :—

“with the Cong . ) i ¢
dont i -in-charge of the Departmen
concened”, of the Minister-in- charg p

(The Amendment was :;dopted).
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Rule 29
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that (at page 13) after the proviso to rule 25, the
following paragraph shall be added : —
“On the termination of a Session, questions not answered shall
be carried over to the next Session unless the member giving notice
of those questions expresses his intention of withdrawing them.”

Mr. SPEAKER : My, Bhattacharyya, what is the practice in
Parliament, or in the House of People ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Sir, T have no
idea about this.

At any rate, I think, this amendment is innocuous, and this is
moved with a view to help the Government also from incurring
some extra expenditure or at least to save the Government from the
subject of certain expenditure. Because, in the process of collecting
inﬁ_)nn;l[ions, to which notice was alrcady givcn and which was
admitted, the Government already incurred certain expenditure, If
those questions lapse, that expenditure becomes a waste. But if
those questions remain in contemplation for the next session, that is
to say, il tlx_(t Members intend to put those questions, they do not
want to withdraw them, there is no further expenditure for the
Government, or there is no principle involved. So I think, it is so
very advartageous both to the Government as well as to the Mem-
bers, that* 1 hope this amendment will receive Support from the
Government side also and will be accepted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is that (at page 13) after
the proviso to rule 25, the following paragraph shall be added :—

““On the termination of 2 Session, questions not answered shall
be carried over to the next Session unless the Member giving notice
of those questions expresses his intention of withdrawing them,”

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : My. Spea-
ker, -Sir, T am really sorry, I cannot accept his amendment, [t
will be something like putting ‘‘old wine in a new bottle.” 1t was
the same amendment which was moved by my Friend before this in
another form. He wants to say, ¢‘the questions which could not be
answered should be carried over to the next Session®. his ig practi-
cally to the same effect. I do not understand, why my Friend
wants to show such an attitude. I would request him to spend g2
little bit of his ecnergy to solve the problem. Let him heqp what I
am saying. If the admitted copies of the questions are. Preserved
they can be sent with a forwarding letter. I gave this advice prcvi-’
ously also that when the forwarding letters are typed Several copies
may be made at a time, because in -that case only a signatyre would
be necessary in that copy and the problem will be solved, So. Sir
I am sorry, T cannot accept the amendment, % gt
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Mr, SPEAKER : I put the question.

The question is that (at page 13) after the proviso to Rule 25,
the following paragraph shall be added :—

“¢On the termination of a Session, questions not answered shall
be carried over tc the next Session unless the Member giving notice
of those questions expresses his intention of withdrawing them™.

(The amendment was negatived.)

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Sir, I beg to move that
(at page 15) sub-rule (2) of rule 29 shall be substituted by the
following :—

‘f(2) Members shall be permitted to put any supplementary

uestions on ordinary ‘Unstarred’ questions with the permission of
the Speaker’’.

ST - sub-rule (2)—reads *“No supplementary = dues-
tion on ordinary ‘unstarred’ question shall be put except with the
permission of the Speaker”.

This means that in exceptional casecs the permission may be
viven by the Speaker, and it may not be given generally. In easc of
long answers it is not possible to follow  properly unless
suppl.cr{lentary questions are put. ‘L'his amendment only secks the
permission of the Speaker to put supplementary qucstions on
ordinary unstarred questions. ‘

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : (Minister) Sir, I
accept the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that at (page 15) sub-ru'e (2)
of rule 29 shall be substituted by the following :— :

‘f(Z) MCmb_CI‘S shall be permitted to pﬁt any supplementary
questions on ordinary ‘unstarred’ questions with the pcrmiSSiOI'l
of the Speaker.”

(The amendment was adopted).

> Rule 33

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to
move that (at page 17) in sub-rule (18) of rule 33—- '
deletsazc% ;ﬂ:;lzlvord similar” occurring in the third line “shall be

(zz) the “fullstop” at t - - i
words thall be ad delgl thér‘g;eﬁi?(-l __s_hall be deleted and the followin g

i e S ki s sgait public et
may create confusion, if tll i Sub‘]c?‘ts. r.nayjfr}cludc cverything an
el ha s e ie word “‘similar’ 1s not deleted. Theg
Ty word%’ ar'- ) e closure o_f which is against public interest.”

: Is arc added there will be no confusion, because if it 1s
against PUth interest the Questioner may not ask such questions
as 1t will not be possible for the Ministers to-answer such questions
which are against public interest,
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Mr. SPEAKER

Amendment moved is that (at page 17) in
sub-rule (18) of rule :

3
) —

we 8

() the word “‘similar’ occurring in the third line shall be
deleted : and

(z7) the “1tull stop™ at the end shall be deleted and the follow-
ing words shall be added thereafter : —
“disclosure o which is against public interest,**

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I rise to oppose
this amendment, because here in this House you are the custodian
of our rights and privileges. The amendment of my Friend, Mr.
Das, sccks to prevent disclosure of certain matters of public interest.
Sir, you are the custodian of the rights and privileges of this House
and if that objection comes from you then it may mean something.
Sir, this is the supreme House in our State, and the Ministers,
although they arc Nlinisters, they are so because of our will and
thercfore should not be allowed to take away any right from us.
But 1f the amendment had been like this “if the Speaker considers
that the disclosure ol such information is against public interest™, I
would have accepted it. Therefore, Sir, I. am Opposing to this
amendment.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE  (Minister): Sir,
I accept the amendment.

. Mr. SPEAKER :

(18) of rule 33— .

(z) the word “similar™ occurring in the third line shall be
deleted ; and :

(iz) the “full stop’ at the end shall be deleted and the
following words shall be added thereafter :—

“disclosure of which is against public interest”.

(The amendment was adopted).

Rule 42 ,

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that (at page 18) the figures and
letters ““4-30 p. M.” cecurring in the third line of proviso to rule 42
be substituted by the figure and letters ¢ 4 p. M.’

Sir, the reason is simple. Itonly seeks to reduce the time
from 4-30 p. M. to 4 p. M.

The question is that (at page 17) in sub-rule

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is that (at page 18) the
figures and letters ‘4 3¢ p. M.” occurring in the third line of proviso to
rule 42 shall be substituted by the figure and letters 4 , .’ '
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): Sir, I
accept the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that (at page 18) the figures
and letters ‘“4-30 p.M.”> occurring in the third line of proviso to rule
42 shall be substituted by the figure and letters “4 r. M.

(The amendment was adopted).
Rule 50

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, I do not want to
move my amendment.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary): Sir,
I beg to move that (at page 21), in sub-ruic (I) of rule 50 the }\’(;l‘(ls
‘unless some members desire that it be put to the vote , occurrng at
the end shall be substituted by the words ‘with the lcave granted
by the majority votes of the House .

Sir, this is quite clear. It is only a consequential amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is that (at page 21) in
sub-rule(I) of rule 50 the words ‘unless some members desire that it
be put to the vote’ occurring at the end shall be substituted by the

words ‘with the leave granted by the majority VOLCS of the House'.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Sir, 1
accept the amendment,

Maulavi Md, UMARUDDIN : Sir, the last Committec appointed
for the purpose of re-examining the draft rules was of the opinion
that rule 50 should remain in its present form, that is to say, a mem-
ber who had moved a motion or an amendment to a motion could
withdraw the same unless some other member desired that it should
be put to vote and this withdrawal would only be allowed with the
leave of the House expressed without a dissentient voice. But by
thp amendment moved by Mr. Das—it is sought to provide that the
withdrawal of the motion or the amendment to the motion should
be on the basis of the majority of votes. _
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Sir, in course of the discussion on this rule—during the delibe-
rations of the last Cominittee—you were pleased to refer to ‘corres-
ponding rules of several State Legislatures as well as of the House
of Commons where the principle as embodied in Rule 50 was
accepted—that is to say, no member moving a motion or amend-
ment to a motion could withdraw the same except with the ‘leave
of the House expressed without a dissentient voice. This is ‘based
on the salutary principle that once a motion or an amendment 'toa
motion has been moved and discussed by the House—it becomes
the propertv of the House and that it should not be allowed to be
withdrawn even if a single member desires that the motion be put
to vote and decided on its merits. The underlying principle isfﬂa-t
the member concerned may be prevailed upon or influenced 'by
questionable motive to resort to the withdrawal. But we find
that the party in power seems determined to decide everything-on
the basis of majority of votes alone—in other words—it is majority
conscious, if not Fascistic in its outlook, and would like to carry
everything through numerical strength in utter disregard for merit
or principle.

It is indeed, deplorable that the party in power is obsessed
with this overwhelming majority and is inclined to ignare-even
fundamental rights of Members of the House. This is obviously -an
undemocratic attitude which can by no means be tolerated.

With these words, Sir, I oppose the amendm T
Mr. Mohikanta Das. PP ent moved by

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : My, ‘Speaker
Sir, I oppose the amendment. In this I .am in goed company
because in the British House of Commons as well as in the House
of the People the rule prevails that no motion can be withdrawn
unless the House unanimously gives leave. And, Sir, you also-were
pleased to give the same ruling here on the floor of this House
itself during the last session. The seeond point is that the Drafting
Committee clected by this House unanimously decided in favour of
keeping this rule—the rule which is not an innovation .of our
Legislature, but a rule which is in vogue in our Parliament and also
in other Parliaments. We do not find any reason cogent and sensi-
ble as to why that rule should be violated. Why a new rule:should
be created here ?  Whenever we bring any suggestion or make.con-"
structive «criticisms, we are charged of being accustomed. to see.only
the bad things of the party in power. Whenever we plead for daing
something in the interest of the public and  also in the interest of
this House we are told ‘*mind your own business™’. :

Now, this particular rule infringes the democratic tradition and
right of this House. If we discuss a matter and if ‘that matter is
sought to be withdrawn, there should be some procedure to hayvesthe
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vote on it in record. Now, it so happens in our Housc that at the
time of taking leave, the votes are not recorded and if the princi-
ple for giving leave only on unanimity is taken away, some Member
might go on  giving long speeches in support of certain motion
which ultimately after taking a lot of the time of the House—that
meinber might simply not press but withdraw. The result will be
that not only a lot of time of the House will be wasted, but also
some other matters which may perhaps be ecqually, if not more
important than the one which was discussed , shall have to be left
out. So, from whatever point of view we see—if we sce from Par-
liamentary traditional point of view, or from the angle of public
interest—we find that this amendment is retrograde and reactionary.
If we see from the existing Rules of our Parliament and the Mother
of Parliaments, we find that this does not fit in. If we sce from the

oint of view of convenience of the Members ol Legislature, we see
that this is derogatory. If we see from the utilisation of the time

of the House in the best possible manner, we sce that this is detri-
mental 1o that good principle. So, look at it from whatever point of
view, from whatever angle, you will find that particular amendment
is not only not necessary, but it issimply a weapon in the hands

of the party in power, the ruling clique, to have the time of this
House eaten up as the Whip of the Ruling Party desires. It would

mean taking away the right of this House. So we most vehemently
ment and we appeal to the Mover of this

oppose this amend 1 : 1

amendment to reconsider his position, to ponder over

what he is going to propose and we request him most earnestly not
ake of bringing such derogatory, reactionary an

to commit the mist ) .
undemocratic amendment in these rules.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that (at page 21), in sub-rule
(I) of rule 50, the words cunless some members desire that it be put
to the vote’ occurring at the end ~shall be substituted by the words,
¢with the leave granted by the majority votes of the House’.

o (The amendment was adopted.)

~ Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) : Mr.
move that (at page 21) the sentence, ““A mem-

Speaker, Sir, I beg to \ .
ber who has moved a motion or an amendment to a motion may
withdraw the same with the leave of the Assembly expressed without
4 dissentient voice’, occurring in  sub-rule (2) of rule 50, shall be
deleted. -

This is only a consequential amendment to the one just now

passed.
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Mr, SPEAKER : The amendment moved is: : c

That (at page 21) the sentence, “A member who has moved
a motion or an amendment to a motion may withdraw the same
with the leave of the Assembly expressed without a dissentient
voice” occurring in sub-rule (2) of rule 50, shall be deleted.

LY B Y ALY

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : We are really very much
pained to see the nature oi amendments moved by the Friends sit-
ting in the opposite. These rules were gone into by ‘a’ Conymittee
and it was again referred back to a second Committee and after:
long and matured discussions we came to certain conclusions. ' But
to day we find that the Party in power not being satisfied with the
Report of the Committee they themselves choose, have come with
certain amendments which are not necessary and which are not to
be found in the rules of other States. The amendments moved are
of a reactionary type in the sense that they want to take away the
power of this House to suit the wishes of the Party in power. To-
day because they have a thumping majority they may feel that
these rules have no meaning to them. But-we who have to discuss
these things, these rules have a special meaning, Here we come
to discuss certain matters and raise certain issues to be placed be-
fore the House and before the country, but that power is sought to
be taken away by this amendment. Because to-day they have a
steam-roller majority, and they want to steam roll everything and
they do not want to care what the Opposition may say. Sir, it is
with a heavy heart that I say all these things and because I feel
that being in a minority we cannot do anything here as whatever
we may say in regard to this report of the Committee is likely
to be defeated by the majority they enjoy in the House. So, Sir
we cannot serve any purpose by remaining in this. House and there-
fore whatever amendment is likely to be passed about these rules

let them be passed in our absence. With these words we want to
leave this House. :

(At this stage the whole Opposition Block. walked out of the
Chamber) e e

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that (at page 21) the
sentence, ‘‘A member who has moved a motion or an amendment
to a motion may withdraw the same with the leave of the Assem-

bly expressed without a dissentient voice’’ occurring in sub-rule
(2) of rule 50, shall be deleted.

(The amendment was adopted.)
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~ Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) :
Sir, T beg to move that (at page 26) after sub-rule (4) of rule 63,
the following shall be added as a new sub-rule (5) of that rule:

‘6(5) The Secretary of the Department concerned to which the
Bill relates shall be the Secretary of the Select Committee™,

this amendment Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that (at page 26) after sub-
rule (4) of rule 63, the following shall be added as new sub-rule (5)

of that rule :(—

¢ (5) The Secretary of the Department concerned to which the
Bill. relates shall be the Secretary of the Select Committee”.

(The amendment was adopted.)

Rule 102.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: 1begto move that (at page
34) the figure 117 occurring in the fifth and tenth lines of rule

102, shall be substituted by the figure 147,

Me. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is that (at page
34) the figure “11” occurring in the fifth and tenth lines of rule

102, shall be substituted by the figure 147,

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): Sir, 1
accept the Amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is:
¢ page 34) the figure “11” occurring in the fifth and
tcnthTi}il:;s(ﬁf Ii"ugle 102, shall be substituted by the figure <14,

(The Amendment was adopted.)

Rule 114.
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) :
Sir, I beg to move that (at page 38) sub-rules (2), {3), (4), (5)
(6), (7) and (8) under rule 114 shall be deleted and the following
ﬂéi:v sub-rules shall be inserted therefor :—
«(2) of the days so allotted, not more than two days shall be

~ taker up by the Assembly for the discussion of any one demand. As
<oon as the maximum Jimit of time for discussion is reached, the
Speaker shall forthwith put every question necessary to dispose of the
demand under discussion,




}953 DRAFT ASSEMBLY RULES 1749

(3)- on a day allotted under sub-rule (1) for' the voting of de-
mands for grants no other business shall be taken up before 4 ». M.
except with the consent of the Speaker:

Provided that nothing in this rule shall be deemed to prohi-
bit the asking and answering of questions during the time allowed
under the Legislative Assembly Rules. '

(4) on the last day of the days so allotted, at 4 p.m. the Speaker
shall forthwith put every question necessary to dispose of all the
outstanding matter in connection with the demands for grants ;
and the consideration thercof shall not be anticipated by any mo-
tion for adjounment or be interrupted in any manner whatsoever
nor shall any dilatory motion be moved in regard thereto.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is:

That (at page 38) sub-rules (2), (3), (4), (5) (6", (7), and (8)
under rule 114 shall be deleted and the following new rules shall
be inserted thercfor.—

“(2) of the days so allotted, not more than two days shall be
taken up by the Assembly for the discussion of any one demand.
As soon as the maximum limit of time for discussion is reached .
the Speaker shall forthwith put every question necessary to dispose
of the demand under discussion. -

(3) on a day allotted under sub-rule (1)
mands for grants no other business shall be ta
except with the consent of the Speaker.

Provided that nothing in this rule shall be deerhed to prohibit
the asking and answering of questions during the time allowed under
the Legislative Assembly Rules.

(4) on the last day of the days so allotted, at 4 ». M. the Speaker
shall forthwith put every question necessary to dispose of all
the outstanding matter in connection with the demands for grants ;
and the consideration thercof shall not be anticipated by any mo-
tion for adjournment or be interrupted in any manner whatsoever
nor shall any dilatory motion be moved in regard thereto’ .

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Sir, I
have no objection to accept the Amendment.

for the voting of de-
ken up before 4 p. m.

Mr. SPEAKER : (The amendment was put from the Chair
as a question before the House and adopted.

Rule 117. |
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary):
Sir, I beg to move that (at page 40) the words “two” occurring

in the second %ine of rule 117 shall be substituted by the word
‘“three’’.
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Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved i:_s: _ _

That (at page 40) the word “two’” occurring in the second line
of rule 117 shall be substituted by the word ‘three’.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): I accept
the Amendment, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is : ) )

That (at page 40) the word ““two” occurring in the second
line of rule {17 shall be substituted by the word “‘three’’.

(The Amendment was adopted.)
Rule 124.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH : Sir, I beg to move that (at
page 45) the figure ‘“11”° occurring in the fifth line of rule 124
shall be substituted by the figure ‘22"

Sir, this is relating to the procedure of granting leave to move
a motion for amendment, According to the present rule we find
thavithe requisite number is 24. But according to the Amendment
_it B ek proposed to bring down to 11.  But, Sir, this number 11
18 very low considering the number of Mecmbers in the House. So,
my Amendment secks to raise the number from 11 to 22. I hope
the House will accept my Amendment,

Mr. SPEAKER : The Amendment moved is :

That (at page 45) the figure “117° occurring in the fifth line of
rule 124 shall be substituted b y the figure **227.

| Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) : I hvae no
objection to accept this,

Mr. SPEAKER : The question 1is:

TRt ifats; page 45) the figure 117 occurring in the fifth line

of rule 124 shall 'be substituted by the figure 227
(The Amendment was adopted.)

y Rule 125.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH : Sir, I beg to move that (at
Fasox o) t‘he word ““Select’’ occurring between the letier “a” and
the word “Committee™ in the second line of rule 125 shall be
deleted. : ,

; . of referring to a oSelec ommittee 1t
should be referred to a Committee Thgre is no necessity of refer-
ring 1t to a Select Committee,

Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment moved is:

T ‘l}a,t, (ail p}?ge 4'5)1 the word ¢Select” occurring between the
CREr. 2 ala the ward S0 6 ittee” in t ond line of rule
125 shall be deleted. S ing the < sceon s

Shri BAI_DYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Sir, I
have no objection to accept the Amendment, .
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Myr. SPEAKER: The question is:

That (at page 15) the word “Select” occurring between the
letter “‘a’” and the word ““Committee’ in the second line of rule 125
shall be decleted.

The Amendment was adopted.)
Rule 126;

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH: Sir,
(at page 46) in rule 120—

(1) the word *‘Select’” occurring in the first: line between
the letter “*a’ and the word “Committee’’ shall be deleted ; and

(22) The word “similarly” occurring in the second line shall
be deleted and the words ‘‘to a Seclect Committee” shall be inser-
ted between the words “‘referred” and Sshall® occurring in the
same line.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is:

That (at page 40) in rule 126..

I beg to move that

(i) the word “*Select” occurring in  the first

C W CCL _ 5 line between °
the letter ‘‘a’ and the word “ Committee

shall be deleted ; ang
(¢2) The word ‘‘similarly” occurring in the second line shall
be deleted and the words “to a Select Committee” shall be in-
serted between  the words  “referred” and “shall” oceurrine in
the same linc. 3

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) :
have no objection to accept it.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is:

That (at page 40) in rule 126—

() the word * Seclect” occurring in the first line beteen the
letter ‘‘a’’ and the word ‘‘Committec’ shall be deleted ; and

(¢8) The word *‘similarly’” occurring in the second line shall
be deleted and the words “to a ‘Select Committee” shall be inser-
ted between the word “‘referred” and ‘‘shall” occurring in the
same line.

Sir, I

(The Amendment was adopted.)
Rule 136B.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH:
page (52) rule 136B shalli be deleted.

Sir, it involves certain financial implication.

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment moved is:

““T'hat (at page 52) rule 136B shall be deleted”. |

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) ; I accept it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that (at page 52) rule
136B shall be deleted.

(The Amendment was adopted.)

Sir, I beg to move that ag
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Legislative Assembly
Draft Rules, as amended, be adopted by this House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Legislative
Assembly Draft Rules, as amended, be adopted.

(After a pause)

The question is that the Assam Legislative Assembly Draft
Rules, as amendended, be adopted.
(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill ; 1953

Mr. SPEAKER : As Mryr. Khongphai in whose name there
is an amendment is absent, the Chief Minister may move
that the Bill be passed.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir, I
beg to move that the Assam Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 1953
be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion movéd is that the Assam Criminal
Law (Amendment) Bill, 1953 be passed.
(After a pause)

~The question is that the Assam Criminal Law (Amcndment)
Bill, 1953 be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a. M. Saturday, the
11th April, 1953,

R. N. BARUA,

SHILLONG : Secretary,
The 11th December, 1953 Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A. G, P, (L.A) No.103[53—126—15.12¢1953,
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Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co,, 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187,
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta.

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283,
Madras. :
The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College

Square, Calcutta. :

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co,
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutta.

The Proprictor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta. :

The Director, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Karol
‘Bagh, New Delhi.




