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Proceedings of the fourth Session of the Assam Legisk
Assembly assembled after the first General ectio
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican Consti=
tution of India 3

4

The Assembly met in the Assemb'y Chamber, Shillong¥
1-30 . M. on Friday, the 28th August, 1953. §
PRESENT 3

. .Sh_ri Kuladhar Chaliha, B. 1., Spcaker, in the Chair,
Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, two Parliamentary Secretad
and seventy ninc Members.

~
i}
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Further discussion on the Resolution regarding the collecth
of grasses for the cows and other domestic animalt
of the flood affected areas, free of charge from the
Forest Reserve and Khash areas from the lIst =

June to 30th November, every year. B

speafhr; HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T§
2k it}nf, yesterday about the importance ol milk to our populagy
fariy W€ want to ha_vc more milk then we must give more atten
oF the Cat_tlelg)opul‘al:.on also. In the Five-Year-Plan also at paged
76 _H}am lan it is stated : “'T’he plan aims at the productiont
tiOHr:}l‘flf‘n-tO{ls of.foodgl_:ams with a view to make internal prody
addi;;fo -sufficient in 1955-56. A satisfactory dict should 1nclyde,
milk ,51 to the fOOdg{"amS, adequate cuantities ,U[. other foods suelh
aVail’ablege}gableS’ fruits, meat, fish and eggs. The quantity of
2 quantifi- as _been estimated at about 5'5 oz. per (.lc‘llilt’per &
woing Furghmugh below that necessary adequate nutrition.”
3% and er_thc. Plan speaks aboqt 10 oz. of milk per adulg p
T e again in another page it says that the nutrition jpe
ject is y Istvery bz:a.d and we should try to immprove it. Sir, this g
A ‘hot d%rectly related with the Resolution; yet when we spaf
(1) Oulmprovmg our cattle population we speak for two purpos
7 det irs Cz}i.ttle population is important for the purpose of agriculy
people int lehmost important occupation of a greater section of
Doseint m'l&c ¢ country and (2) our cattle is important for the p¥
that 1; . For both these purposes it is neccessary and essenft
we should give, if not equal attention, at least some amount
attention, as we give to the human population.
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‘ Sir, I have stated that the number of village grazing reserves

- are being reduced every day; they are being settled with people for

- the purpose of cultivation and it has come to such a stage when we

- can feed our cattle in this way and must seek other ways. In a situa-
'~ tion like this it is unthinkable that there should be some restrictions
- on grass cutting. I have gone through the list of taxable commodi-
'~ ties in the Sales Tax Act and I have seen that grass cant be taxed,
~ but it is really surprising that an officer of the Forest lepartment
- has charged a man for cutting grass sales tax. !!

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Is he charging sales tax ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : It is written here thatching
- grass, but even in thatching grass there is no room for sales tax.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): They are forest produce.

Myr. SPEAKER : Sales tax is not a matter for consideration
here.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, not only this grass was
taxed by the Forest Department, but a sale tax was also imposed.
This was an illegal realisation.

Mr. SPEAKER : This grass is thatching grass.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: But there is no scope for
taxing thatching grass either. I do not know what amount of
revenue Government get by taxing grass; it would be interesting to
know what amount of revenue Government get from this thatching
grass or any other grass. )

Secondly, Sir, this grass, as my Friend has said is not thatching
grass ; it is meant for cow-fodder. Thatching grass in green stage
is taken as cow-fodder. I have personally seen ‘in the winter, during
November and December, grass which can be used as cattle fodder
and which is useful for improving the health of the cattle is always
burnt in the winter months and thereby we lose a very valuable
fodder for the cow. I do not see why grass should be ta:xed or any
restriction should be imposed on the grass that is being takf,n for
cattle and which is important for the health of the cattle in the
State. Particularly this locality is almost always revaged by flood
and most of the places always remain under water. It 1s d:_ﬂicu!t
for these people to get fodder for their cattle. So consideration is
to be given to these flood-affected people who want to get grass from
the forest reserve. Government would not lose much. On the
other hand, they would come in the estimation of the people. I, of
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course, understand that there are some mischievous people who mays
go to the forest and instead of cutting grass may cut trees. Ld»%:
there be a system of issue of permit if Government want to do thats
and through that permit system the mischief can be stopped. Bafs
l_finstead of doing that Government go on levying tax on a thing
like this that is tco much and that is also against the basic principle
of taxation. Therefore I strongly support the Resolution moved
by ‘my Friend, Shri Radha -Charan Choudhury, and also reques
Government not to say that the Resolution is irrelevant in certais
portions, but to look to the Resolution whether this Government
should tax this grass, whether it is from the forest reserve or from
anywhere. Our appeal is that the grass should not be taxed whea
it is meant for our cattle. '

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I nise
to support the Resolution moved by my Friend, Mr. Choudhury.

Sir, T have heard with attention when the Resolution. was
moved. Many people sitting on the opposite side were laughing as
if this is not an important matter. I would impress on the House
that this is an important matter so far as its principle is concerned.
It is an important thing that it should be the duty of the State
Government to look for the welfare of the people first and secondly
to look after the welfare of the catile population. Cattle population
is valuable in various ways—Firstly, by this cattle we must plough =
our vast tracts of land. We know, our State is an agricultural =
State; so ploughing by cattle is necessary and we also know that
mechanised cultivation has only started and it can touch onlya =
fringe of the problem, so our péople in the villages depend mainly
on cattle.

Secondly, milk is a vital food. It is necessary for the Pe‘f'Pl‘3
of the State. We have seen different booklets and publications
published through our Publicity Department by our Government
and also by the Government of India urging that the Government
and public alike should take all possible steps for the improvement
of milk supply in the country. Sir, we know, milk is essential for
the children and apart from that milk is also essential for adults.
Milk is essential for maintenance of proper health of the nation and
therefore we should increase the supply of milk.

Thirdly, we know that in our rural areas cowdung 1is _U:SCd as.
manure, particularly for vegetable production. It is also utilised for
other purposes. Lastly, hyde and skin are essential for various
purposes. |
g If we consider all these factors jointly we cannot minimise this
Important question of preservation of cattle population in the country,
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Without commenting on figures, let me quote an extract from
“A Survey of Rural Economic Conditions in Sibsagar” as' pre-
pared by our Department of Economics and Statistics. It reads:—
“The good grazing fields lie mostly in the villages along the Brama-
putra river and in the Majuli, while in the interior populated
villages sufficient waste land is not available to provide adequate
grazing facilities to the village cattle. During rains particularly the
grazing position turns serious and the majority of the cattle remains

under-fed as the bulk of the grazing lands are submerged in water
and the fields are ploughed up.”

That is the report of the Statistical Department. We have got
also a Report of Survey of Rural Economic Condition of Darrang
published in 1950. ‘There also it is stated that our grazing area is
not sufficient and particularly during rains even when there is no
flood, they go under water. So the necessity for food for the
animals is essential and it is upto the Government to look into it
when they have got a survey report on it, instead of throwing this
document into the waste-paper basket. I want to know from the

Government as to what steps has been taken by them for proper
supply of cattle fodder in the State.

As my Friend, Mr. Goswami, has said, the Reserves should be
thrown open for the grazing of our cattle population and as he has
suggested, let Government select some areas and let them give free
fodder for cattle population only, without causing any harm to the
- Reserves themselves. If there is necessity, lct the Government make
a planned programme so that our Reserves can be kept in tact and
no harm is done to them and on the other hand, the cattle fodder
can be supplied from these Reserves to the villagers.

Sir, from the Survey Reports it can be seen that there is not -
sufficient fodder available for cattle and steps should be taken from

the side of the Government to increase the areas for the supply
of fodder to the cattle population. ‘

Then regarding supply of milk. Now, it is a question to be
replied by Government, whether the milk that is available in the
tate is sufficient to meet the need of the whole Province ? Frqm
the Statistical Report of Sibsagar it appears, “ The average daily
milk yield per animal is estimated at 99 ounces which is equivalent to
a supply of 2:2 ounces of milk per head of the population per day.
If you take it that 22 ounces of milk per day per head is sqfﬁcmn_t,
then I have got nothing to say. You also know that the milk that
is supplied in the State is not worth the same as it contains 50 per
cent, of milk and 50 per cent. of water and this milk we are giving
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to our children not to speak of adults. Sir, if we cannot keep the
health of our children what will happen to our younger generationst
For that reason the supply of milk should be increased instead g8
depending on the imported tinned milk and condensed mis
from Holland and America. For that our cattle p:)pul;uiqn shoul
be reared up in such a manner that milk supply can be improves
to a great extent. Of course, it is not possible fo import 10 to_l§
thousa.tnds of cows from Australia. We can import a few for putting
them in Government farms for breeding purpose. If we want Mos
supply of milk we must see that the indigenous cattle population s
well reared and for this purpose Government should sec that some
thing is done in this regard. ;

Sir, the next point was thoroughly discussed by my Friend
Mr. Goswami, i.e., regarding imposition of tax and I am n&
surprised that our Government is imposing Sales taxes even on cattle
fodder as we knew their activities very well. We are waiting for
that day when our Congress Government which wants money from
every source, legally or illegally without any regard to the poos
people will impose tax on beards like Czar Nicholas of Russia ix
their barbaric days of sixteenth Century.

Sir, the Chief Minister the other day gave me the monopoly af
all abusive words, so far as this Government was concerned. B“.t
I can tell him and also all the Members of this House that thisis
not the monopoly of R. M. Das alone. Recently the Supreme
Court of India delivered a judgment regarding the administration
of the State. They said that Assam Government is a bold Goveriis

ment that knows no Law but its own. .
Shri RAMNATH DAS ( Minister ): How is it relevant o
the Resolution, Sir?

-

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: So, we arc

to find our Government impose tax on cattle fodder, ] )

milk, it can do whatever it likes. But, Sir, I am not going mto
these matters now. The point before us is very simple. I know
Government have not issued any instructions to harass people in this
way. But when the matter has been brought to the notice of the
Government I would request the Minister-in-charge to sc¢ that such

harassment is not caused to the people any more. -
With these few words, I support the Resolution moved by Shri

'adha Charan Choudhury. % .
ki l\ia'ulavi MD. UMA)I?{UDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Resolu-
tion presented by Mr. Chaudhury before the House contains a very
modest demand, 7. ¢., tO give permission to cut grass_from the re-
served forests and Khash areas during a certain period of the'year
to the people of the flood-affected areas for their cattle,

(Interruptions).
not surprised
it can 1mpose
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Sir, so far as removal of grass from unclassed State forests or
Khash areas is concerned, I don’t think there is any legal bar. But
my Friend, the Forest Minister, will certainly rise and say that he
would not allow any grass to be cut from the reserved forests. Sir,
it is true that reserved forests have got to be protected against tres-
pass of people so that the possibility of commission of offences with
regard to forest produce may be prevented. I can appreciate that.
But this is a matter which stands on a different footing. I know,
Sir, that the people living in many areas, bordering reserved forests,
are hard-pressed during times of flood when the areas they live in go
under water. In many instances, I know Government had to throw
open certain portions of reserves to accommodate displaced cattle,
but curiously enough, people are not allowed to go and remove grass
from the reserved forests except possibly under a permit, which,
however, is not always given. Now, Sir, the suggestion of my Friend
is very modest compared to the cnormity of the problem, which
scarcity of fodder in the State has created. As a matter of fact,
scarcity of fodder is growing into a big problem. On the one hand,
our people are not trained in the improved method of cattle breed~
ing and cattle rearing. We still rely upon the old system. We allow
our cattle to drift in the ficld or tether them on the road side here
and there without arranging any special fodder for them. The
Agriculture Department and the Veterinary Department have failed
to inculcate upon dur people the improved method of cattle feeding
and cattle breeding. If we go to an immigrant village or to any
Hindusthani house we find how carefully they look after their cattle.
As a matter of fact, they give as much attention to their cattle as
they give to their own children. It would be well for our people
to follow them in stall-feeding and other way of rearing cattle.

Sir, now that this subject has come before the House, I would
like to deal with it in the light of the wider aspects of this problem.
Sir, what is our cattle population and what relation does it bear
to the rural economy of the State as a whole ? I find, Sir, from
the figures from the Agricultural Statistics of Assam that the position/
with regard to our cattle population is fast deteriorating. In the
year 1945, there were 42, 45 545 heads of cattle against a  human
population of 73,04,624. In the year 1951, the cattle population was
51,45,576 as against a human population of 90,43,707. Now, the
number of cattle per one thousand of population was as follows :—

1945 DL oy 581

1951 ° 568

We therefore find that there has been an appreciable fall in the:
number of cattle per one thousand of the population during the' last’
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six or seven years. This process, which has set in, will, I _
continue until arrested by Government by some spe ial measurs
Unless this is done, I say the rural economy of our State will
seriously affected. |

Now, Sir, if we analyse these figures more closcly, we finds
taking 5 persons as the sign of an average family—onc family g8
about 25 heads of cattle, which hardly makes one pair of bullog
Then again, what is the total number of working lmllucks_? L=
working bullocks come upto 15,73,226. Now, Sir, making U8
allowance for the population engaged in industrial undertakingses
in Government services or other non-agricultural avocations, =
find that for a population of 80 lakhs we have only 15 lakhs of plo
bullocks. That means, many families have not got a_pair of plougss
bullocks. This is the position, Sir. We want to eflect improvementas
our agriculture, but the most important thing in agriculture 15 Caltes
Unless cattle is there we cannot pursuc agriculture. [irst of all, W&
must provide cattle and then other things. Now, Sir, what it
Government done in this regard ? Nothing has been done. In OUES
S_tates of India we find rnanir measures have been taken for m.ultlp]l S
tion of cattle. But though our human population is increasing, ‘2
cattle population is lagging behind. It seems, Sir, the Veterinatg
Department has thought it fit to impose birth control on OW
cattle population. |

1 for fodder 1n e

dcr two Ciltcgon {
azing grounds:

Now, Sir, Government have made provisiol
shape of grazing reserves, which may be placed un
viz., the professional grazing reserves and the village gr o
Of course, I do not know the total arca of ecach category of tD’ﬁ;
reserves. But I know that these areas are gradually diminishing. p
to the pressure of population Government have been forced to thlm
open some of these reserves to meet more urgent Nce s. Theny
again, some of these rescrves have not been fully utilised; they w‘.
lying unattended to for years together with the result that many S
now practically unfit for grazing purposes. Irom my experience
know that in the Barpeta subdivision, at least one lakh bighas of
are covered by grazing rescrves. Some of the reserves cover 15 or
thousand bighas of land each. TFormerly these reserves Were coverad
with high grass which supplied fodder to the cattle. But gradual
these_reserves have been denuded of this high grass. Then some &
these being low-lying areas go under flood water and are covered
with water hyacinth, which also destroys the little grass that the)
have got. Government have done nothing to improve, to regent
rate or to grow a special kind of fodder in the reserves. Sir, this
aspect of the question has been completely left out. At least Govert:
ment should examine whether there is scopc to regenerate thest
grazing reserves and whether full benefit could be derived from

.\
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them, As a matter of fact, Sir, it is not a question of completely
stopping  of cutting of grass. But if we grow some ordinary high
grass in these reserves and we preserve them, then in 10 years’
me the reserves will be full of grass. At the same time if Go-
Vernment wants some money, they can realise it in the shape of
Srazing tax from the pcople grazing their cattle there. = But
Dothing has been done to take the full value or utility of the gra-
Zing reserves. They are simply neglected and nothing has been done.
0 grow fodder in them. 3

Then again, no steps also have been taken to induce

the people to grow fodder grass in their own lands. There

l

" fai]

| pllr

¢ many kinds of cattle fodder which can be grown by the
People in their own lands. What has been done by the Government
W this direction? Nothing has been done to .rake people to grow
Odder-for their own cattle, As a matter of fact from the agricultural
Sftistics it is seen that there is no area under fodder crop in the whole

ASsam except in some partsin the district of Kamrup  which is
Placeq at 366 acres but then, these arcasalso are probably in some

- JOvernment farms only. So nothing has been done by Government to

Prove cattle fodder in the Stato., Government have completely
‘ed to realise the serious implication of this on the cattle popu-
Alon ang ultimately on the rural population of our State. There-
Iﬁre, Sir, some relief must be given to the people since Government
CaVG taken no constructive mcasures 1in this direction.” Our only
Sontention is that, when there is an emergency such as flood, €tcy;
Me reserves should be thrown opeir o the poor people for grazing
e Poses or the people should be allowed to cut grass. from these
tves free of royalty or tax.
the My, SPEAKER: What is the total requirement of fodder for
Cattle population ?

' §, Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: I have not got the figures,

Po: I think these figures can be had from the Department. But my
o tflt 1s that this dex:ngl.nd 1s a modest one. [ hope the Forest l\fhm_ster
tionhe Revenue M:mstcr_, as the case may be, will have no objec-
ape, (0 extend their helping hand ‘to the people of the flood-affected

M. With these words Sir, I support the Resolution moved by
Y 1;'riend, Shri Radhacharan Choudhury.

Cay Mr. SPEAKER: Can you give the fodder requirement for the
te population in the State ?

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIII: That can be estimated, Sir,

|
or M, SPEAKER : What is the area required ? Is it one bigha? .
| ®e acre ? :

ho +




1914 RESOLUTIONS [28TH

‘Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : It should be in terms of
per head of cattle, Sir. Unless I get the figures, I cannot say off-

'Mr. SPEAKER : For cach cow or for cach bullock how mushs

it will be required ?
‘Maulavi. Md. UMARUDDIN: As I said, it must be lah’*l
in terms of acres, where fodder can be grown. Our point is S
G9xfcrnment should take steps to propagatc among the P?"p!c‘h';
utility of fodder grass so that there may not be so much agitation ¥
such matters as now. 53
2]
1

‘Shri DHARANIDHAR  BASUMATARI: =% T
ratatzim w9l .. 31

i

(Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): S
Ay i S qEr, Fw oSr 4F1, Had, pad, A4I5AC 14, 1)

1

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: qy7¥  ACEITH, W

7% <rAS- AUalpad pr4al Tedlulz 47 Afawe facEl AT (Resolution:
wife 4facs, 12 2[wtach) afe AcAIFizAs Slace AFyr) 4 BIE (SUTRCT GICARSS
i T @, (oT4wd 2[@las baFlad @eArw  Facd el P fApHA AN
SRR fr-ﬁ-ﬁ%

-

=

o% G wferart wfa dz  wHA qaEla wif WF T
Fal AUfEea 78 cwien @d fFplfE Ao

sawita af cFicA T afFracetey, cefem 2

atatad  wdla wacde zACSl 9B ZTlA i fArzes | % (e 348
ot Rrigma reiece @ g fepar el {
saeiaw TEiCAleT ¥w A Az wfag Al ordd sefon  iacd 9 SIEE
tard fata 6aFICa (RICT T AFATATICL, sriets  ©fFd PO, farcel 988
pazita a1 «#%F ©f7 gzl J79, wifer  afareeRee | fFa  COTATIRE
+ifg ) RRatE w4 cwy  wie  wifge qraeam gz T T &
s pizia  fafyms 34 30, Stq AT SrASTFEAd Ik B | (4] ’L’_
A A9 | lEACIE AR 717 Steaials oty o fRatSEET yfer  frd A
e @2 fagisRate Tm 73 291 ol @t gamataa FI BATIR A
i2cE Wt ©ffF cta AR AT slpfFEls qw FEIT Flagdz 93 [
faeF) 3w w1 ZTH | o A9 sala Gt crela ageR Al aa = | (oTE
nwre Gicll 13 FA AT 7

v oteTiatT gtk wfaa  cdfre) oF cerdte aff ot
frcaTecsT, (U3 o At 3 9T =, cZfRat
43leT . Faed ol AT T ataza 4fH w1 @ [1eBT fafrra—ai

fagtSfatetal dtzeata qatca 4fF frm e oz fagide 4w JARIT AL
a4 -plantation 9 w2 F91 1 T e ceftatEea ata faoSRE

F

z
% (eI MR
Ftsita 1 Faen AT F
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AT 437 o1 LR ATz oot T, <ot @B fA|te wdte s = ola feE
IENT | AT RAN 757 2@ia wte PP AN wmA FRI AT @ oo
BIFRT f3dry Faqa 1 @itaApm IRERT GHIEE AT AR | o e §T
TR 23t AT GifE 7@ w2 TR Az 9w qww ozt B

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: He has not heard me
himself, Sir. I did not say like that.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the percentage of the reserve ?

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: I do not know

exactly, Sir. (loud laughter)...... (Dusturbances)...... But I want to reply
to what they have said for nothing.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Without knowing
anything ?  (Laughter)

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: witdivicEics o
stEee Af sl (o @fir @ SR [REifivas cre ot oefie @
Itzd A Igel omaa R 8B T AR IR | corde TCE Wi w0
5IFiE wtw gy HAiba felve eift Aigifn a=mteShE w0 v oER
9T WFTT 9 Czry, wimiy JoONTOFT FinfFEies o goTE |

e cords v yata wiftg @ wiws Reserve Kfiats 4ft fiw =ics |
@tz ‘@Aftad qraeRds  gstaf@EtE 9@t @Im e R sfs TS
It pawiar fIee cFiats gfn @hElt e f533 9t

QEffrs T2 IRT Iy WY @, (orHdSNFEI TS UGBS
MA, (8 cordoTaea @ BT @ AT AroIT [@eE T Wiy, (FifF) |

(M IR S (STFCA 2[Rl Gz @i @i wing 18-
I T R IR OF 9% IrAhhe FHB amw |

Shri DANDIRAM DATTA: sty wars watwa, @t lsif @l K|

Nt 53t 61 SteNNZ FAB) 2y3ta @2 s wife «fifea 2 ol sMlweaca 139
7@ | iy I I NPT TN A T o7 9P gt REAAS
T | @ifi 3S WisfIs 23 afim at 12 | (o8 zare @R ostan e I
(olfaf 1% | Stz A e Tty @it cordes Tave) St g |12, G9fERE FiEd
(srderel (AT TR | TG (STde oiF T2 wifiq asfe (Fien TFEL A2 | C0ATS
Zre) AT BATIRTOe ST AT | oitNT cat weTen cwrdeT AR | (21R)
afy fECaA (TS (ICARCA (AT 98 orufay  fAatfter Awfwa 0o | ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ'
e Gifers @we: AT A4S T At | Wiy wtra @ferT opdi frere
AttSTate A X8 AF-T'E | @F al-nmw AR Aty Gz el frm e
ciffor® TiaE RS 24T 6 | sifiecs diz @taa ciferT A9 [F17 rawiT 3%
OT3TH S @8 v A AFca Tty wen? itd | |ifg AR o el
sherald AMIF SRS aoea [ 9te fewem ko sdfwgy sifEw
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ALY QAT A FAT TeAwad FAT (A sfw-wra @tz A ziTiEH N
Ty T SiEtEF i | «qre TaEls Gt o wrars, eAiE A
$1z 47 ATEe wiAx M7 cAfsmEmaw Gty aifiaca 7 ewre iR
zata faata ard 9@ A AAre | Gty g o AEis i Y Gl
Q@f Mtda e Fad a2 M3 Fawe A gdgs ARt 9127 AR B

sty AT T cafsn ward QAT Fros 5AFA (5red T9E, IS
fos 9%a (5337 MEiwa AFca cdAfs Ffam oty | FEiE A0S AN
atesr '@ AR G A Tz AR gt o vz G AR S
Ftacdt B3 4v7 dtz a@trdta fAwas wtatg pawtas wifaw 7 529 |
opTetdl GledIlZ eaty (1 Al [, bz apdta s T A AT THEE
Flacd 4 fFa cafs e 7% 7e a@_watwr zwen atdr, st W90,
4fs frg AT | e oFwEtR 1 ARA caferrs afw Atz T iR
TZF fica ol 491 pAwtaE e GlEsta W | 3

§
&
&

[

afs dfFstds Rwa @ atata #wwys paska cdlzamm AF ~gi4Y S
wrAarel Sales Tax =shazmalw frm =12 | 7% wt=h Fca  A4F CETEE
edaw Fite Tax #Acdla Fza 9@ cna gGs[caty | ecE (T 7z ke’
AT StedAa AT AT w7 A Al wn Teas AESE
bAFlaF AYCaty FTA | . B

Shri MAHENDRA NATH DEKA: Mr. Speaker, Sif &5
Resolution standing in the name of Shri Radhacharan Chot
dhury runs as “With a view to help the pcople of _tl_le float
affected areas in the State, this Assembly is of opmion &
the Government of Assam de allow the people of SPCh 3
to collect grasses for their cows and other domestic animals ¢
of charge from any forest reserve and Khash arcas for "
period from Ist June to 30th November every ycar 1. S
here, Sir, to oppose this Resolution. The point al ISSUC
whether the flood-affected people can be allowed to collet
grasses from the forest resecrve. Now the word "grass -
appears from the documents read over by the Mover actualis
“means thatch which he means to be collected from.the-f‘)f
reserve. Thatch, as every hon. Member knows, 15 2a V&
valuable property of the Forest Department. Similarly, I jma'
explain, what we call “Kahibon’> in the month of June grow:
into a very valuable property of the forest as reed. Thatch, i
reeds grow in the reserve forcst. = Why they grow there ? Bt
cause the forest is protected. Unless and until the .forest-s
protected I do not think that they can be allowed to _grﬂ“'
there. We have got grazing reserve. We have got professiond
grazing reserve. But we see the plight of the grass that grow:

there. Practically no grass is allowed to grow there, as peop“

use it every day for their cattle and also as the cattle grait
there the grass cannot freely grow. The grass that we.--calt,
‘Kahibon’ grows well in the reserve forest. Why ? Becaust

¥
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the forest is protected, as I have already said. This being the
property of the Government, Gevernment must see that it is not
used by anybody and everybody without the permission of the
Government. If anybody in the flood-affected areas is really
in need of such a thing he should approach the authority for
permission and I think Government will be ready to permit
them under the rules to remove the grass, other than thatch
and reeds. Those grass, thatch and reeds, I do no tthink Gov-
ernment should allow to be removed by anybody and every-
body, they being the forest produce neced to be protected. Now,
Sir, so far as my personal knowledge goes, in our State we
have got grazing reserve in hundreds of square miles and
they are both village grazing reserves and professional grazing
reserves. In my constituency alone, if I remember aright, I
cannot give exact figure of course, I can say that there are
at least 6 or 7 square miles village grazing reserves, If all
the constituencies are multipied for calculating the total area
of grazing reserves, I think it will be more than a hundred
square miles. If the attention of the hon. Members in the
opposite side as well as of the Government benches is drawn
towards the improvement of the .grass in the Reserves, I think
the problem of fodder will be solved to a great extent. Only
because mnone is taking special care for the protection of the
reserved lands, suflicient quantity of fodder is not obtained. So
my humble request to the Mover is to see that whatever area
is reserved in the localities shall produce sufficient quantity of
grass. Then the problém of fodder in these localities” will be
solved. 'In ‘certain areas, Sir, people are willing to pay Rs.2 e
Bhar of grass, say weighing, 14 maunds. In Malibar area in
Gauhati Subdivision, Sir, the buffalo rearers are paying Rs.2
per ‘Bhar’ of grass. Why are they paying it ? It is because
these grasses are valuable fodder for buffaloes. That is why
they are paying it. If the people are allowed free use of grass,

no grass will grow there. The owners of lands protect the
grass until the month of Sraban i, e¢. the flood time in Assam,

because the people of the locality wusually collect grass from
that area at that time. But if you allow thcm to erazel Cattle

from the beginning of March no grass will grow there. If i

had not been protected, there would be no grass -there.  Only

because it is protected, grass grows well there and  therfore

it is quite reasonable that the Government should impose some

royalty or fece on the persons who use those grasses. So, Sir,

I oppose the Resolution and request the Mover to withdraw

the Resolution. e

~Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEV . of Sidli» Mr. Speaker, Sir
he Resolution is so simple' and:so many Members have ¢ Al

e
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part in it that I did not think that I should speak on &
Resolution. But, Sir, it appears to me that many of the Hes
Members who have taken part in this Resolution did ns
examine the Resolution itself very carefully, and probably da
to this that you are hearing their thesis about bovine populs
tion, cattle, milk and such other things. If we come to th
Resolution itself and analyse it carefully, it will appear so simpk
that all their thesis will appear as waste of time. Mr. Chos
dhury wants that Government should not allow all the peopk
to collect grass from the reserves but only the flood-affectes
people should be allowed to collect grasses from forest reserys
and that too not for all times of the year but for a few monts
of the year. Some-body said that if the cattle are allowes
to graze in the forests, then they will destroy the forests. Mg
Choudhury, I think, does not want that the cattle should be
allowed to graze in the forests but what he wants is that
should be allowed to be collected from there only. That i
Sir, very reasonable. So I think, Sir, this is a very modes
Resolution and when our Government spend lakhs of rupees for
flood-affected people and cattle there is no reason why this
little concession should not be shown to the flood affected
people.  This is a concession to the people affected by floods
and a concession to our cattle population living near the
forests and affected by floods. In view of these facts I l_lOpe
our Government will accept this resolution and will not dll.atr
in details about the thesis about milk and bovine population
etc. # ’
Shri RAM NATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, al
though it has been the convention either to congratulate or to thank
the Mover of a Resolution like this which seeks to bestow benefits to
the distressed people and cattle, I am really aggrieved in not allow-
ing myself to do either of the two simply because Shri Choudhury,
who is moving this Resolution, has not understood properly the
procedure that the Resolution will involve if accepted by the Govern-
ment. Neither has he tried to understand the existing procedure
which is followed by the Government in giving relief to such people
and cattle of these people. Therefore, Sir, I am not inclined to con-
gratulate him, neither to thank him. Not only that, Sir, from the
Resolution as it stands now it appears that Mr. Choudhury has not
cared to know whether the permission sought for the distressed-flood-
affected people and their cattle is really required. In the Resolution
he has referred not only to the Reserves which have been protected
by the Government but also to wunclassed State Forests for
which permission sought for is already there not only to flood-
affected people but to all raiyats. Therefore, Sir, I say that Mr,
Choudhury has not cared to know where the permission is necessary
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and where it is not. If he would have cared to look into the Forest
Manual Vol.1, at page 36, then he would have seen the general per-
mission given to all raiyats in unclassed State Forests. Now, therefore,
1t appears that Mr. Choudhury, in not being able to understand
the present procedure of the Government by which Government has
been meeting the needs of the flood-affected people and wherein no
permission is necessary, has tabled this motion in the way he has
done, and by doing so he has given to the Members of his Party
chances to play to the gallary, by speaking about some matters
which. are not at all relevant to the Resolution. Not to speak of
other Members of his Party, who have taken part, I fail to see
how the Leader of the Opposition could support this very Resolution
in the way it has been worded. I thought I would "blame Shri
‘Choudhury alone as he had worded this Resolution without knowing
the areas where the permission sought for is not necessary. Now I
find that even Mr. Goswami who is taking the credit of leading that
party has supported this Resolution in the very words in which this
Resolution stands and therefore it will not be desirable to blame Shri
Choudhury alone. Sir, apart from that part of the Resolution
relating to the unclassed State forests about which I have already
said that no permission is necessary for such purposes, now if we go
to the reserved forest areas and if ‘we accept this Resolution and
give effect to it as it is worded, it will involve the following compli
cations.

Firstly, the definition of the flood affected areas would be neces-
sary and secondly the definition of the people of those areas, and third-
ly it will give a general permission to the people of those defined areas
and defined people ; a general permission to enter into ‘those forest
areas for collection and cutting of grasses is necessary, even though
there is a flood for a day or two or for a month or two or more and
also when there is no flood at all. There is the time schedule which is
given in the Resolution. In that time schedule the period is meant
not for a day or two or a month or so, but it is for six months. 7.e.,
from June to November of the year and during these six rainy
months he wants that people of the flood-affected areas should be
allowed to get into the forest reserves without any restrictions to cut
and collect grasses. ‘This inevitably entails to the Government em-
ployment of a large number of protective staff. As you know, Sir,
as it is also known to the Members of this House that our reserve
forests are situated in the out of the way places where peo;?le are
very few and far between and it is also known that our staf:f is very
very limited and therefore if a general permission to enter into any
and all the reserve forests in the State for these six months of the
rainy season is granted, it will entail an extremely haevy burden on
the staff' to watch the reserves and the people would enter into the
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reserve forests. Who knows that in the plea of cutting grass, one
will not interfere with the other forest resources. It will be an i
possible task on the part of our limited staff to keep an watch over
all the reserve forests. It isalso not possible on the part of our staff tos
find out whether the people will want to enter reserve forests withs
bonafide motives to cut grass or with a malafide motive to cut &
down valuable timber or to shoot rhinos or other animals. I would®
therefore like to leave the matter to the decision of this House
whether this general permission should be allowed or not. Apart
from that my Friend, the hon. Mover, wants a general permission for
six months whether there would be actual need or not. Whether =
there will be flood or not and whether there will be necessity for peos
ple of the defined areas to cut grasses from reserves or not is not consi~
dered by the Mover. I submit to this House, on behalf of Ehe '
Government in the circumstances pointed out by me, I am notin-
clined to agree to accept the Resolution. Sir, my Friend appears to
have also no knowledge about the procedure the Government has
been following at present with regard to permission in reserves (0
needy people. Not to speak of the unclassified forests where a
general permission is already there even in reserves when there 1s
actual necessity, people are allowed to enter reserves and cut the
grasses even free of any charge. When this is allowed, I do not see
why my Friend, Shri Choudhury, by his Resolution which is supported
by.the Leader of Opposition and some of their other Members includ-
ing Jonab Umaruddin who has got thorough knowledge about the
difficulties for the protection of the reserves and who has on many
occasions spoken about the need for taking more effective mea-
sures for the protection of these forests unnecessarily and without any
meaning -moved this = Resolution which is very badly worded.
Further, Sir, the earthquake of 1950 has shattered the drainage sys:
temn of Assam and it has been so shattered that nobody can be sure
to say which place will be affected by flood and which will not be
flooded. Therefore, Sir, if we accept this Resolution of Mr. Chous
dhury, which needs, as stated by me before, definition of affected:
area and people; it will create difficulties for those areas which are
not defined but which may be flooded in future. Therefore, Sir,a
thing which is at present met by a procedure which is followed by
Government without much difficulty should not be emphasised too
much to have a . generalised provision for a situation which may or
may not take place. So, I say that this Resolution, as it is worded, 1s
in one part redundant and with regard to other parts not necessary,
T think I have met the points raised by the hon. Mover and
other Members who have taken parton itiand who have spoken un-
necessarily in support of it simply for playing to the gallery.
" Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, the Minister is using un-
parliamentary words when he says, “Playing to the gallery”,
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA
mentary words and not been
liaments.

(Minister) : These are not unparlia-
regarded as such in other State Par-

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Now, Sir.

in face of the
facts stated by me I request the hon. Mover

; to withdraw his Reso-
lution.

Mr. SPEAKER Will the hon. h’ICIl]b(‘I‘ withdraw his Reso-
lution ?

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY - Sir
allowed to have the right of reply ?

Mr. SPEAKER : No you cannot.

, may I be

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY : In

A : : that case I am
not going to withdraw my Resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER : Will the Minis?er inform the House, what is
the total percentage of forest reserves in the State ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): 12 pey cent,
Mr. SPEAKER : What is the nationa] requirement ?
Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : 25 per cent,

such areas to collect grasses for their cows ang other domestic animals
free of charge from any forest reserve and

i Khash £or th
period from Ist June to 30th November every year. Acas ) dor MR

(The Resolution was negatived).

Resolution regarding extemsion of

Majui; i ks
Department Road to Muwaidubigha t"—tzl?:z,l Pu'l:;tcb Wor 4
the Subansiri Steamer ghat PP?S; ank

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU: M; g : %
move that in view of the fact that Ahotgur Peaker, Sir, I beg to

i . b-
division being one ¢f the most backwarq Mouza in Golaghat Su

. . v A Mouzas in all respect
with special reference to communication, thig Assembly is of opinion
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that the Government of Assam do take necessary steps (0 XS
the Majuli Public Works Department road with immediate ¢l
from the next year from Sakupara, the meeting point of
Bhekelimukh Public Works Department road and the aje
Public Works Department road to Muwaidubighat-—the Oppe .
bank of Subansiri Steamer ghat. 3

Sir, in this connection, I beg to point out that this Abotgess
Mouza being situated in the western part of Majuli has long bes
neglected not only by the Golaghat Subdivision but also DySiS
Jorhat Subdivision—especially regarding communication.
road is constructed from Sakupara, the meecting point of W
Bhekelimukh Public Works Department road and the Maj#s
Public Works Department road to Muwaidubighat—the OPPOSES
bank of Subansiri Steamer ghat in the Ahotguri Mouza the PEORE
who come by steamer can directly go to Jorhat vid Kamalabats
by road and those people who come from the other side &=
the Subansiri river can also easily go to Kamalabari. Moreovel
Kalabari Public Works Department road going to be consStruCc
upto Pichala ghat, which is located at a distance of 2 or 3 Tl
away from this proposed road will serve as a feeder road to this
proposed road . So if this road which I propose now is construs
ted, people can directly go from Jorhat uvia Subansirighat ®
Kalabari and Tezpur by road and will facilitate those pea
of Jorhat, Tezpur and North Lakhimpur in coming and gomng
road. So, I request the Government that this road is taken UF
by the Public Works Department. With these words I beg to com
mend my Resolution for acceptance of this august House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moVved \ _,

<“That in view of the fact that Abotguri Mouza 11 Golaghat &
Subdivision being one of the most backward Mouzas 11 all respect
with special referenee to communication, this Assembly is of oplmoﬁ
that the Government-of Assam do take nccessary sieps to exten £
the Majuli Public Works Department road with 'i_mmedgatc eﬁ'flct ?
from the next year from Sakupara, the meeting point of.llg
Bhekelimukh Public Works Department roa.d and the Ma.]?l
Public Works Department road to Muwaidub1ghat-—thc opposité
bank of Subansiri Steamer ghat’’. {*
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
will not be out of place to give here for the information of tht
House a little history about roads and other works taken up and
done in Majuli. What Government have done after the attaln{nc.nl
of Independence, i. e., after the 15th August, 1947 in M:’:lj}l!l_r
Ahotguri Mouza although included in the Golaghat Subdivisiol
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is in Maiuli. The" following works were taken up and almost
completed in Majuli area :— :

Rs

1. Majuli road, Badati to Desangmukh—29 miles 17,07,733
{excluding the bund-cum-road portion). .

2. Sakopara-Bhekelimukh Road—2 miles

e 34,000

3. Construction of 3 bridges on the portion of road  1,00,000
from Lohit to Kamalezbari on the North La-
khimpur-Kamalabari road.

About this a reference was made while discussing Resolution
No. 1 yesterday.

The following work has been included in the 5-year Development -
Plan :—

1. Improving Pahumara-Garmur-Jangrimukh-Haldi- '5,50',000.
bari Road—27 miles—Estimate cost.

Total for road ... v. - 23;91.733

In addition to this there is another Embankment.and Drainage
road cum” Bund, which was completed sometime ago. The flood
measure taken in the Majuli area, viz., the Bund cum road from
- Haldibari to Salmara—17 miles—at a cost of Rs. 6,00,000 has
been completed, and the project under the 5-year Development
Plan—the proposal to extend the Majuli Bund to Dakshinpat —about
3 miles at a cost of Rs.75,000 has also been completed. _The . total

amount spent for roads and embankment and:drainage works comes
to Rs.30,75,000, say 31 lakhs.

Sir, the area of Majuli will be about 300 sq.. miles -with a
population of about 75,000. For this area a sum of 'Rs.?rlj;la.llchs
will be spent and about more than half .of that.amount has . already
been spent for the improvement and development.of .the area.

Now, Sir, the road mentioned in .the Resolution, 2iz.,. from
Sakupara to Muwaidubighat, opposite to the Subansiri ghat......ceeese

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the mileage ?
Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU : About: 11 miles.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : (Minister) Sir, about. ll_mi!\ca&in
length, Orders have been passed to prepare a.rough p.an andcsl:_lma&c-
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and to put up the same in the next meeting of the Assam Road Cosis
munication Board for consideration. You know, Sir, there 1s a Roaw

Communications Board constituted by this House.  When the rougd

plan and estimates of the road are received, the Assam Road Con-"g
munications Board will consider these. In view of these facts, Sn',lt;.s
WOUld request my Friend to withdraw his Resolution. b!

~ Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU : On the assurance given by &":
Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the Housc to withdraw myTr ;,
tion. ‘,

(The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).

Resolution regarding sanction of Rs.4,00,000 for conversi._ -
of the bridle path into a motorable road between
hatt Mawngap and Mairang :

]

Shri A. ALLEY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move:

is the first roads
District of United
of Mawngap

convertinig the

«Whereas the Mawngap-Ranigodam Road
which was constructed by the British in the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills and whereas the people living wes!
numbering near about a lakh have great necd of gt
bridle path into a motorable road between Miawngap and ‘\Iau‘:n']cgai;-
and whereas it is Imperatively necessary (O §;1I.Isfj,’ 1]10_' p?ll}t)lthL
aspirations of the people as well as to gain advantage t9c
commercially and economically and whercas a Committce COHblSall]l{.
of Military and Public Works Department authoritics 'lldVC tull‘]allllr i
mously recommended the immediate construction of a ml(')c{i) e
road between Mawngap and Mairang at an Esm-];'af e
.of Rs.4,00,000, be it resolved that Goycrnmcy’t do sanction a
of Rs.4,00,000 and carry out the work this year. |

gjr, T had wished T could move this Resolution (;Ise_\vllcr:
snstead of in this House. In moving this Resolution It 15 ﬂ.?
1 intention to draw the attention of the Housc particularl
:gya road in my constituency, which will no doubt bcn?}(lfi tl}y th{';
. ction of this road. But there are certain political ang
cons?ru. factors which must be taken into consideration by this
‘ccorlOmlCIn order to understand this Resolution, it 1s necessary
House. hing about the origin of this rcad. In 1826, a
to spea fﬁscer named David Scott came from the Assam Valley
British} Ood a road to be constructed to Sylhet in order to connect
and wan 3alleYS and also in order to attack the Raja of Jaintia
who was then at war glith the chiitish. At that time in the Staétc of BN
Nongkhlaw, which then extended upto Palashbari, Davit Scott s

PPN - |
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approached the mother of the Ruler, who could speak a little
Assamese, for permission to build the road. That permission was:
given and David Scott made the road. Subsequently the inten-
tion of the British transpired that they "wanted to occupy the.
land. Then a grim guerilla battle ensued with the British under:
the leadership of Tirot Singh. The battle continued for four:
long vears after which, of course, the Khasi were ccnquered.
Thereafter nothing more was known about these hills. The British
conquered them and divided them into 25 small native states,
called Khasi States, and everybody forgot about them. These "
Khasi States were not under the administration of the State of
Assam until the commencement of our Constitution. When the:
Sub-Committee of the Constituent Assembly came to Shillong
many people, including myself, gave evidence before them. It
was then assured that the Khasi State area would specially
considered in framing the Constition of India. Afterwards some -
of the Chiefs particularly the Siem of Nongstoin, near about
the Pakistan border, refused to sign the Instrument of Accession.
Later, he was persuaded to do it on the assurance that the rights
and privileges which he used to enjoy will not be interfered with. -
These Khasi States have now merged into Assam and have become
what is called the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District. What I
would respectfully submit is that the areas, which formerly comprised.
the Khasi States, need a little more care and attention than
even the other hill arcas of the State. You will be surprised to:
know, Sir, that in all these areas there is only one Lower Primary-
School, there 1s no communication or anything worth speaking’
about. Therefore, Sir, when the Governor, during the inaugura~
tion of the District Council, mentioned about Tirot Singh, I
thought it would be an excellent thing if the Governor and the
Chief Minister were to see this Jand through which this road.
passed. There is about a lakh of people living round-about the area.

Mzx. SPEAKER : What is the population of the Khasi Hills ?

Shri A. ALLEY : About 3 lakhs, excluding Shillong. ;

Now, Sir, this 1s % of the population of the Khasi Hills. When
a memorial was erected in the memory of U Tirot Singh, the
Governor went there and the Chief Minister also went. there
and they made very good speeches—I think I also made a good
SPeeCh. v isuunsesian (laughter). Yes Sir, as I said, the Governor
made a good speech and our Chief Minister also made a very
excellent speech and we all gathered an impression, and the
people also think, that this will be a very important road which
will connect Khasi Hill with Kamrup, to facilitate trade between
the Khasi Hills and Kamrup. That was the impression which
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everybody collected there had in their minds. The importance 'S
this' road lies also in the fact that about 5 lakhs maunds#s
gﬂto .are exported out side Khasi Hills from this area alone

y this:road: was surveyed previous to the coming of &
Governor thCI:& It was surveyed by the Government of India®
1949. But Sir, although the importance of this road W&
realised 'since  that year, and its importance is also known®
the :Government of the day, nothing has been done.

. Sir, .the' area to be served by this road is very large. b
will 3190 connect 'Nongstion which extend to Garo Hills. Thes
fox..c'.. Sir, 1t .was estimated by the Government of India the
th.n,.-:x.sf;‘a very important road. Besides helping the p_COplei
will also help ito satisfy their political aspirations. Alter the
the Governor also took_a great interest on this road and a Commit
teerwas also cgr}vened m the Government House. We all wes
there:. The military went there. The Assam Rifles also Wwes
tlmre We also went to Mairang although it was ona Sunday
andw sometime we do not like doing things on Sunday bem
Christians; but because I thought I would be doing some SCIVi&
tﬁ'ﬂfhc ’pcorplc I went .there'_ So we went there. And 2111. were fmp.m?
sed sthat this road will satisfy the political and economic _aspiration
ofs ithc:Pooplc; As Isaid, 5 lakhs maunds of potato 15 exported
f_nm;;sthls;!}-larlsa alone. dIt was estimated that only 4-C lakh_sﬂ:
IEpDORITWL € require for this road. So this ommi
unanimously ' recommended that 4 lakhs of rupees can be h
from:the Government of India. If only the A{ssam Governmen
willwrite to the Government of India. I am confident that ﬂ'l;
d@;wcmcnt ﬂgf Incilli.a'will certainly give us this 4 fz‘tkhs Oftl;;p%e;tl

- not- say that this money should be met from s
fevenues ‘because I know we are very hard up. Lhat B why
ims that. meeting of the Committez' it wz{)s recommende
that the Government of Assam should write to the .Goverm:r.lenf
of 7 India hmld the GOV%rVnment of India, it is hoped, wmlcl1 ?f?rfczllllilsﬂi}s
jve us this money. e want only 4 lakhs, Sir, and 1
g‘!Vcn, we '_"Ca.I-l ap_peal to the peog]_c also to contrlbute free

' Mit i—;ls -o}rllly 'G-mcet and proper, Sir, 1;\;hat l’h}(: pe«;plc;
will ink’ that ‘the Government is helpin them when, @s
said before; that the Governor went therelzmg the Chief Minister as
well: as the  Medical Minister  went there ~and W
bhad-avery big gathering and speeches were made whereby it wa
said- thatthe roz?.d 'is' an. important one. Naturally peoplc
gathering there ~think that when so many big people includmg
the:: Brigadier - went' 'there, something will be done. But 1t #
pegrettable - that nothing ‘has been done up till_now. Sir, I am
afpaid, if:‘nothing is done then the people will lose confidenet

A
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on the assurance of Government. It is important that Government
should consider this aspect of the matter.

Also, Sir, another aspect of the case is this. Many people think
that the town of Shillong itself form part of the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills. If the Constitution had not come into force, about 2 lakhs of
rupees would have been obtained from the town. It will be much
appreciated if this money is used for the benefit of our people. But,
Sir, I do not want to speak much on this subject, but what I want
to impress upon the House is that our Government should
recommend to the Government of India for the money. It
has been stated in the recommendation of the Planning Advisory
Board—I happen to be a member of that Board—that -adminis-
tration of the hills is the entire responsibility of the Government
of India. Government should see that the grant allotted: to
hill areas under article 275 of the Constitution is utilised for
that purpose. I also think that if the Goverument of Assam
write to the Government of India and point out our difficulties,
the Government of India even if they say that they have-no

money, we can at least have something to say to the people that we
have tried our best to help them.

Sir, I do not want to take much time of the House. So
I leave the matter to the good sense of the Government with
the confidence that they will try to do what is best. With
these words, I commend my Resolution to the acceptance of
the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

“Whereas the Mawngap-Ranigodam Road is the first Road which
was constructed by the British in the District ¢f United Khasi-Jaintia
Hills and whereas the people living west of Mawngap numbering
near about alakh have great need of converting the bridle
path into a motorable road between Mawngap and Mairang;
and whereas it is imperatively necessary to satisfy . the political
aspirations of the people as well as to gain advantage both
commercially and economically and whereas a Committee consisting
of Military and Public Works Department authorities have
unanimously recommended the immediate construction. of a motor-
able road between Mawngap and Mairang at an estimated cost
of Rs. 4,00,000, be it resolved that Government do sanction- g
sum of Rs. 4,00,000 and carry out the work. this year.’’

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Mr. Speaker
oir, I quite appreciate the difficulties experienced by some villages
in/the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the maiter of communica-



1928 RESOLUTIONS [2871st q“

tion. But I shall give a brief history of what the Government
done during these last fewyears after Independence for the de
ment of road system in the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills. The
length of road scheme taken up or proposcd to be taken®
in the first 5-Year Development -Programme in the S
schedule districts under Article 275 of the Constitution
to 500 miles approximately. Out of these 500 miles, 120

are in the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills district. $

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : On a point of informags
Sir, does this figure include the Jowai-Silchar road also 2 S8

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): No S, I&
coming to it. Sir, as I have said, the total length of ross
taken up or proposed to be taken up in the First Five-Yei
Development Programme in the Sixth Schedule District unde
Article 275 comés to 500 miles. Out of this, 126 miles
in the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District. These are &

!

roads :—- .
(1) Mawphlang-Balat Road-—48 miles, estimated coE

35 Lakhs. i-

(2) Mawshamok-Shella Road-—16 ~miles, estimated
10 ‘Lakhs.

(3) Dawki-Muktapur Road—10 miles, estimated ¢

8 Lakhs.

_ v

(4) Laitmawsiang on the Math]ang-Balat_ Road ¢

Mawthawpdah—20 miles, estimated cost 12 Lakhs,

(5) Jowai-Jarain—Muktapur Road-—32 miles  estimate®

cost (under survey) for Sang._—22,400 Lakhs. |
er mile is about a lakh
es a little less. “Th&
poximately fo

The average cost of a hill road p
Sometimes it is a little more and sometim
approximate estimated cost would be 32 lakhs ap
this road.

So this is the 126 miles and total amount will be 65 lakh
excluding the estimated cost_ of the Jowai-Jarain-Muktapur RO"!"}

which will be about 32 lakhs.
) 1

Roads in this programme have been “gelected and givel
priority in consideration of administrative needs and also &
remove the distress of the people in border areas caused by th&
partition of the country and loss of their markets  etc. Tht



|
|
|
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Ayyanger Committee which visited Assam last year have also
given priority to these roads. In addition to this 126 miles,
the following roads have been taken up within the United Khasi and
Jaintia Hills District :—

L From petrol tax fund.—(«) Mahadek-Mawshamok Road—7

miles, estimated cost is 6 lakhs 44
thousand.

2. From Motor Tax.—(b) Mawblang-Mahadek Road—s5 miles,
estimated cost is Rs. 3 lakhs,

about 65 miles fall within the
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills. The
estimated cost of this portion is
Rs.60 lakhs, approximateiy.

3. Jawai-Badarpur Road

4. Metalling  Shillong-Jowai-Pusst Road under this 5-Year
Development Programme—45 miles, estie
mated cost is Rs. 5 lakhs. :

So, Sir, from .the above it will b(_3 seen that the United Khasi
and Jaintia Hills District has been given ample consideration in
the. matter of road development and  road communication,
At Ifirst propose to give a little of Mawngap-\lairang Road
for the information of the hon. Members.

There is a bridle path connecting Mawngap (a mark

et pla
in mile 13th of Shillong-Mawphlang Road) with Rax e

11 Godown

- in Kamrup Disirict »ia Mairang (mile 13) and Nongkhlaw

(mile 26). The total length of this road is 7¢ miles and a

| portion of about 60 miles will fall in the Khasi Hjllg and 10

miles in the Kamrup District. Rough estimate o
motorable road is a%out 60 lakhs. The hon. wall weather
immediately that 13 miles of road from I\{Ia.wngap
should be made a motorable road. As I haye already men-
tioned that there is a bridle path over which g jeep can pass
with difficulty. There are zigzags and in taking RN
to come back and then go. My Friend wants to ConvertihioRoat
to an all weather motorable road. The hon, MemBatirants this
House to sanction Rs. 4,00,000 to make the road deaiorble i
am told by Public Works Department that road can only be
made easily jeepable by spending Rs. 4 lakhs but il not be an all
weather motorable road. In that case again  this will have i
be re-aligned and reconstructed to make it an )] weathey tiotaEabIE

over wants
to Mairang
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road. The Silchar-Aijal Road was constructed at first asa
road. Now it has been decided that it should be made 2 m
able road. The entire alignment has to be given up, and ai
alignment is selected the cost of which will be about ones
of rupees for one mile of it.  If this road is improved by speng
4- lakhs of rupees it will be only a jeepable road and if'
decided afterwards to make it an all-weather motorable road, 3
my Friends want an all-weather motorable road then the &
and money spent will be wasted. _
(At this stage the Speaker vacated the Chair
Speaker occupied it.) , :
Shri.A. ALLEY : I want to tell for the information e
the House that this road is not a jeepable road. We have =Sy
it: and ‘'we have made our estimate as the Public Works LI 5
ment has dome. It will not require further alignment. 3

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): 1 have G
sed the matter with the Chief Engincer and the ,.\clclmong .
Engineer. It will only be a jecpable road. There ats
zigzags; with great difficulty a jecp can pass e, I:S
now. In making the curves and zigzags casy the COB
come up to 4 lakhs of rupees. '

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : What
the road ?

rpetisd
o

and the Dep

O i

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Thirtécn ml’;.ll? 3
make the zigzags and curves easy or 10 make 1t @ .IC?PC;’ .
it would “cost about 4 lakhs. If the road 1s ‘COI‘r"Cftc biaca"":
motorable road it will require another 13 lakhs be il
a different alignment for such a road will have “Zl. il
To convert this road into an all-weather motorable roa ]i{ e
another 13 lakhs because alignment will have to be chané%_fi l asA X
done in the case of Silchar-Aijal Road. To make the o1 Clmcll‘.
Road motorable the entire alignment of the jeepable road had 0=
changed. Labour and the money spent on the former JCEPRS
alignment was a waste. The entire project is under examm%l&o{l i
the. Government. The total cost for this road will be about Ny
and-the whole matter will have to be considered by the Assam R'uk!}:
Gommunication - Board-whether road is to be financed from “
Petrol. Tax Fund or to be financed from the fund made available] l‘“
development programme in the sixth schedule districts under Art. 27;\ \;
the Constitution. So the matter requires examination by Governme
The Tribal Areas Department already have fixed a programmt
work:.and . laid . down the priority. The work cannot be it f
up . this .year for -another  reason, becausc the Pu %
Works Department will have to increase an cxpenditt
appreximately 7  crores of rupees on works exclud

o
)

!
|
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about 50 lakhs for establishment. About 6 crores 50 lakhs would be
spent on works ~ Last year the Department with great difficulty spent
about 4 crores 50 lakhs on works. We have already drawn up a big progr-
amme, but our stafl'is limited. Although the Assam Public Service Com-
mission advertised for recruitment of technical st

aff tofillup vacancies
of Assistant Engineers, Overseers. , Computors. etc, they are notsuccess-
ful in getting the required number ofthe staff. There are at present 40 to

50 vacancies of Overseer’s grade and some vacancies of Assistant Engi-
neers and Computors which have not been able to fill up for shortage
of such technical staff. There is another difficulty. It is labour.
In hills it is very difficult to get labour. Formerly Pakistan labour
used to come and work here. But after the introduction of the passport

system it is not possible, The Department indented labour for work in
the Silchar-Aijal Road. For about 500 labour mdented from outside,
the Public Works Depa

rtment had to incur additional expenditure
which increases cost of construction. There are extra expenditures for

the labour indented from outside because the Department have to pay
for the railway fare, for their repatriation, for their medical facilities,
etc. and over and above that they are to arrange supply of food for
them. The local labour is available only after their Jhum cultiva-
tion and also after the harvest season. Tt shows that even if money

is made available, but for manifold difficulties pointed out no new
work can be taken up.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Sir, has Government examined

the possibilities of employing machinery: for road construction in
hill areas ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): It is difficult to
bring machinery to the hill areas for want of road. To bring - bulldo-
zer-and such other machinery for construction of road in the hills
how can it be possible without a road ? So, Sir, there is difficulty even
to employ machineyy in the hill areas. In the plains it is possible

to make sub-ways in winter to bring machinery. But it isnot so
in the hills. ‘

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : In Silchar there is a road.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA
no difficulty. There is already
public carrier can move and h
able road. '

(Minister) : In Silchar' there is
a jeepable road and private and
elp for construction of the new motor-

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: When there

| is jeepable
road the bulldozer can at least be taken from the road.
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'-_Sh_ri S.IDDI:I!.NATH SARMA (Minister): Even than @
are difficulties. To certain protions of the hill area such ma hines
cannot be taken. Besides, to bring machineries from [ofee
countries like America or England it takes 2 to 3 years to o
hCI'_C‘. Even the l()f)l'S and plants ordered two years af,’(') have not ¥
arrived. The question of unemployment requires examination als

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : There are firms in India
can help the Department in such work.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Ior o

f big roads and bridges i ' be 1passible to. engage s &
oL b1g ¥ ges it may be possible to engage some foref
firms 1n certain placcs,. but there are difficulties also. To help ® 3
people of Assam, specially hill people in there economy i

try to engage them in P.W.D. works. But if we take the help of the @&
side firms and machineries, the people of Assam, specially the B
people, will be very hard hit.

I have already expalined the difficulties why the work cannot
taken up immcdl.atcly, The whole matter will have to be exa in®
and considered either by the Assam Road Communication Board
the Tribal Arcas Department before arriving at a decision. UnlcSSiﬂ

-
-

fully examined it is very difficult for the Government to accept &}

R esolution. R
In view of what I have stated, I request my Friend, the mOVCf!EQ

the Resolution, to withdraw his Motion. Joit. 3
Shri A. Alley: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw

..

~
&

metion. 5
(The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).

tion for Indianising the Officer Grade services J

1;::-:!

Resol :

: esolu :
All foreign concerns like the European owned te2 garden®
Assam Oil Company, R.S.N. and ILG.N. Company, etc, 4 %
Assam. g i
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, NS

to move— : A 53

; beg ,?This ASSCmbIY is of opinion that the Government of Assam : :
o take necessary steps to Indianise the officer-grade services
oncerns like the European owned tea gardens, Assam

oreign ¢
gi?l(ljgmpilgnY: R.S.N. and I.G.N. Company, etc., in Assam.”
O moving thleRf;solution I am conscious of the fact that
his Resolution C%ﬂn:?t e implemented through legislation. Sir, $&
long as our Co_nstlﬁu ion remains as it is, it is not possible to force
i mployers in the private sectors to take employees of our choice
<o aware that recently Parliament passed a Bill for collection

T
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of statistics which may to a great extent, help in determining
the actual position regarding these concerns. Yet, Sir, I move this

esolution because in an independent country where we have politi-
cal independence, it is also necessary to have economic control over
the concerns which vitally aflects the welfare of the State. Sir, when

look at this problem and the period that has elapsed between the
Independence Day and to-day I find that our Government have. not
lpokcc! at the problem as seriously as they should have done. Some-
tmes it reminds me of the spectacle of an old and aged groom appro-
aching a young bride sluggish but fascinated, apprehensive but lusty.
In this matter we cannot pursue a hesitant and faltering policy. I
know our Chief Minister, the Leader of the House, is anxious to see
that these concerns really do employ Indians and particularly
Assamese in the sense anybody living in the State of Assam, but mere
wish is one thing and practical step is another. In spite of the
limitations from which we sufler because of the Constitutional diffi-
culties and other things, yet I feel there are enough avenues through
which pressure can be brought to bear upon these concerns and they
can be forced to take Indian employees. Sir, we are an independent
country, yet not to speak of the whole country but even in our own
State there are areas where the Britishers still reign supreme and
control the economic life of country in such a way that they . can
even bring about a paralysis in our economic system. Sir, once I
said on the floor of this House that there are two Governments in
Assam, but the Finance Minister replied that he did not see two
Governments but only one. Sir, in saying so, I did not mean that
there are two Governments in the political sense, but in the actual
sense, the real sense, in the economic sense. There is one Govern-
ment over which our Chief Minister, Mr. Medhi, reigns supreme
and another Government over which the I.T.A., Assam Oil Co.,
R.S.N. & I.G.N. Co. and the R.R.T. Co. reign supreme.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): Then there
are four Governments,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Only one Government run by
Buitishers.

Sir, even if we look to the number of people they control we
will find that they control the lives of about 10 to 13 thousand people
in the Assam Oil Co. Not only do they control the 13 thousand
cmployees but also the lives of the 65 thousand people who are the-
dependents of these 13 thousand people. Then there are the R:S.N. .
& I.G.N. Co., who have about 12 hundred employees w1_th about.
six thousand dependents. Then there is the R.R.T. Co., with about
4,000 employees and 20,000 dependents. I.T.A. has 12 lakhs ‘under
them. In this way when we look the huge number of people over which
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these foreign concerns exercise their control we will realise that s
Britishers still reign supreme in our State. Sir, it may not be p e
sible to do away with these British concerns by a single picce of leghs
lation. They are not only investing money in our State but also as ‘
taking away 4 to 5 crores of rupees from our State cvery year. £
when we look to these concerns, what do we find ? We find
almost all the people in the higher rank, i. ., in Officers’ Grades, 88
entirely manned by British personnel, people coming from outsss
India. But actually the people whe are working in the factories
in the field whose labours have actually produced the entire wealg.'
have been relegated to the background and made only hewers &
wood and drawers of water. Sir, when we look at the figures Ofﬂé
European Officers employed in different concerns the injustice metes s
out to the actual workers in the field and factories, our own people
will be more apparent. In the Assam Oil Company, Sir, there af
about 110 European Officers who are drawing more than twe
thousand a month. There are about 60 Indians in the Execuli&
rank of the Company but they are drawing only about rupees one
thousand a month. In the Senior subordinate staff there arc abou
140 members with a pay scale of Rs. 200/- to 500/-. Besides thereas
about 868 lower grade workers and clerks who draw a salary betweet
Rs. 60/- and 200/. In the Field Section there are about 4,282 people
in the Refinery there are about 1,956, in the Tank Refinery thﬂ"%

are about 465; and alltogether comes to 8,125. These workess
draw asalary of Rs. 1/4/- to Rs. 3/- daily. Again when we look at
the percentage, we find 110 Europeans who constitute 14 per centy
of the total staff take away 466 per cent. of the total wage bill. |
Indian executive who form 0-7 per cent., of the staff—get 23 per cent
There are about 3-8 per cent., Senior Subordinates and they get 52 pef l
cent., of the wage bill. The daily rated workmen—=8,125 in numbef
constitute 82:5 per cent., of the total staff-—get only 109 per cents
of the wage bill. Thus we we see that 110 Europeans whogel
more than Rs. 2,000/- per month and who only form 1-4 per cent, of
the staff take away from the total wages 466 per cent., of the total
wage bill and 54 per cent., is distributed among. the rest 12,000.

. Sir, this is a revealing picture. The FEuropean Officers ar¢
taking away the lion’s share. Sir, I have a list also of the R.S.Ni
and I. G. N. Company. There are 26 officers of which all are
Furopeans with the exception of 5 officers who are Indians. They
have been recruited only recently. Again there is distinction

between the pay scales of these officers. In the case of the R.S. N

- Company the total of Indian staff will be about 1,300 and above

| 40 per cent., of the Wage Bill is spent as emoluments of

/ the 26 European Officers. Sir, regarding the I. T. A. ths
18 a closed book to wus. It is very difficult to get their correct |
figures, but we know that there are about 700 European tea garden
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and in about 50 gardens there are some Indian Assistants ; in other
gardens there are only European Assistants. The Manager’s rank
is 2 monopoly for the Europeans. Sir, when we go through these
figures and also about the emoluments drawn by these Europeans
we find that in the case of Europeans they are given a starting of
Rs. 500/- per month for Assistant Manager and it goes up to
Rs. 2000/-, over and above the bonus or there is something like the
share in dividend of the Companies. Then there is House Allow-
ance, provision for 5 servants, free quarters, motor allowance,
Overseas allowance. On the other hand a tea garden labourer gets
Rs. 1/4/- a.day for one day’s hard work ! Sir, my purpose is not to
create bitterness against the Europeans. They are efficient people;
they have done very good work. But when a Nation comes to its
own, it is quite fair and natural that Government should try to
remove such great disparity that still exists. It is particularly neces-
sary to-day in a strategic frontier State like Assamr where we have
scen the manipulation of foreign powers can Jeopardise the v

independence of the State. When things are viewed in that angle
also it is necessary that in this vast area non-Indians should not be
allowed to rule supreme. Sir, I believe in the brotherhood of uni-
verse, in the universal brotherhood of men, but I also believe in the
equality between men and men. One class of people should not be
exploited by another and no State worth its name can allow i¢,

When we find such things we have every right to raise our wvoice
against such a state of affair.

Sir, regarding the investment also | it may not be possible here
and now to nationalise all these tea gardens. I know there are diffi-
culties both real and national in nationalising all these cencerns
just now, but if we allow these things to continue, another Iran may
be nepeated here.  Therefore Government should have a plan to
nationalise these, concerns and at least Government should take
immediate steps to Indianise the Officer Grade who are expected
. to be more patriotic than people coming from other c ountries; mho
may suddenly at: the critical hour betray us and paralyse the
whole cconomy and the State. With these objects in view I have
tabled this Resolution. I am not saying that this will selve our
unemployment problem. . When I go through the five-year plan and
the staggering figures of an educated unemployed, I am not blind to
the situation that these cannot solve our problem of educated i
employed people. But I feel here is an avenue where at least SOme
people can be given a scope for employment, where they can utilise
their energy to the best interest of the country. So it is necesgy
for the Government to take these steps so that even this per Iexi-ng
problem of unemployment may be solved to some extent . :

: < OIF, we
have seen also that some Europeans are taken in certain tey gardens
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-

who have no educational qualifications, simply because the Hes ™
Offices of these tea gardens happen to be in England, the manage
ment there recruit their own people, mostly their relatives, who &&=

inferior in' calibre. Sir, we are not here to solve the unemploymes

problem of England or France or any other country when we has ™

a staggering problem of unemployment in our own country.
fore it is necessary, even if it may not solve our unemployment

:
!
1
1
:

blém in full, at least to try to Indianise these services in the offies

grade and solve the problem to some extent. Sir, here in Asss
the Digboi Oil Company is a vital industry. It may be

that w ¢ have not got those technicians who can run the oil industs
and another Abadan affair may be repeated if we rush in &
nationalisation. But if we do not take steps early to man thos
posts by Indians, even after ten years it will remain a colony fr
England and for their exploitation. It is therefore necessary to force
this concern to take a progressive policy of Indianising these service
Whenever any qualified candidate is available within the country
must be given preference in the matter of employment 1n that pos
against any European candidate. Sir, we know also certain Coui

tries, viz., Burma, Ceylon, China, who are trying this experimes

seriously and scientifically. It is necessary to force these concerns

to take as many nationals of our country as is possible. I feel, Sir

even in our country it is possible, if Government do take steps in
this direction.” In doing so, we will not only move in the directios
of solving a vital problem that is preflexing us, that has become &
puzzling, T mean the unemployment problem, but it will be in
greater interest of the country and sooner or later this problem o
nationalisation will have to be taken up and in that event we mus
not be faced with the problem of manning those posts by quahﬁed
technicians, as in case of Iran. With these words, I request our
Hon’ble Leader of the House, the Chief Minister, to accept thi
Resolution not in the sense that there should be some legislation, but
in"the sense taking more effective steps and in the sense of using hit
good offices to bring pressure on these concerns to take more Indians
so that after some time we may be able to remove this plagu¢ spol

which is dominating in this part of the country. We should not'

allow our wealth to go to some other countries to enrich the people
there wlgcn our own people are suffering in hunger and poverty here.
Time will come when the universal brotherhood would prevail upon
the wholé world, artificial barriers will crumble down and everybody
will feel free and happy but in the meantime, it is our bounden duty

fo- see' that our people prosper. We should take all steps to harness

the potentiality of the country, we should harness the riches lying
under the earth of our country for the betterment of our people
With these words, Sir, T commend my Resolution for the acceptance
of 'the House. - - . . o 37

¥
'
[

i
&
A
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Resolution moved.

“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of "Assam ‘do
take neecssary steps to Indianise the officer grade services of all
foreign concerns like the European owned tea gardens, Assam Oil
Company, R. S. N. and 1. G. N. Company, etc., in Assam. ~

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : - Sir;
although I have got full sympathy with the objective of my
learned Friend to the urgent necessity of Indianising the Officer
grade services of these Industries, for which I have been»taking
whatever steps that is within my power, it will he appreciated by
him that the State Government cannot dabble directly in these
matters. an ;

Sir, this Resolution is not in order and therefore no action on
it is possible. Under the Constitution the Central Legislature or the
Parliament can deal with such matter concerning foreign farms, oil
industry, steamer companies, etc. In view of this; I think, although
I have full sympathy for it, the Resolution as it is worded is out of
order. If there would have been a2 Resolution that. the Government
of India should be moved in this direction that would have been
another thing. , e Eaats

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Sir; I think,
the point of order. raised by the Chief Minister is out of order,
because the Resolution has already been moved and it -has been
moved because it has been admitted and the subject’ that -has ‘been
dealt within the Resolution is within the scope of discussion of the
State Legislatu.re_and therefore the State Legislature  is competent
to give its opinion and recommendation to the Central Government
on this matter and that is why this Resolution is not out of order.
If it was out of order the Speaker would not have. admitted it
and it would not have been allowed to be moved.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : By admitting a Resolution it does
not mean that the Resolution is in order because if somebody points
out that it 15 not' in order and if theré is material in support of: it
then it can be declared as out of order.  Besides, it has not been
properly worded. ;

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : It is perfectly worded ;- when
it says, ‘“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assani
do take neccssary steps..., >’ < Necessary steps’> mean that it is within
the power of the State Government to move the Government of
India, if necessary, to Indianise the officer grade services and it is
the responsibility of the State Government to discharge its duty in
this direction.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI ¢ Chief Minister): This is g
matter which concerns the Union Government. For instance matters
relating to and admission and emigration of foreign national comes
within the direct responsibility of the Government of Indija under
the Constitution,
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Doesitme
that Indianising will mean victimisation of the foreigners?
Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : The Resol
tivn is there, Sir. - 3
Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: May I know, Sir, in Wi
capacity was the Chief Minister agitating in this very matter, whetly
inthe capacity of the Chief Minister or in his private capacity® =
Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Deputy Spenkcr,. S
T want to make a submission here. In my opinion, the Resolutios
in order when it urges that the Assam Government do take necesss
steps. If in the opinion of the Chief Minister this is within the jus
diction of the Central Government, let there be a Resolution fag
this Assembly which would be forwarded to the Government of Ings
by the State Government for necessary action. 4
2 Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Wordings to that effect are @
there. |
Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : “Necessary steps’ clarifs
that, If it is not within the jurisdiction of this Government &
us move the Government of India: T
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As I understand it, ‘nccqssa!
steps’ means no direct steps to be taken to Indianise. There s &
direction that the Government of India should be moved. Beside
Seventh Schedule, Item No. 10 of the Constitution dealing Wi
foreigners and foreign concerns comes within the purview ofg
Government of India, in List I 7e., the Union List. :

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : May I make a submi
sion, Sir? .

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I have already given my Opiigs
so there is no necessity to argue on this point. '

Resolution regarding repealing of the Assam Sales Ty
Act as amended up-to-date with Rules made thereunflera.l
formation of a Non-official Enquiry Committee to go into th
gquestion of a Sales and purchase Tax in the State. ‘

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr. Deput
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of opinion that (i
Government of Assam do take necessary steps to repeal the Assad
Sales Tax Act as amended up-to-date with Rules made thereunds
on being reported by a Non-official Enquiry: Committee set up#
8o into the question of a Sales and Purchase Tax in the State.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Sir, on a point¢

order and I may be permitted to speak. My point of order if
volves an mmmportant issue in this case.

\
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The resolution as it has been drafted by my 1"}'ik01.1d wants to
combine two things together. His first thing is that, *“ This Assembly
is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take necessary - steps
t0 repcal the Assam Sales Tax Act as u.m_c_n.dcd up-to-date with
Rules made thercunder.” The Resolution if it would have been
worded with this part then it would have been in order. But,
Sir, he has mixed up another thing in the R(‘§0]ut30n by stating
further—*¢ On being reported by a Non-official Enquiry Committee
S€t up to go into the question of a Sales and Pl‘lrcha_sc Tax in the
State.”” That means, on the appointment of an Enquiry Committee
by the Government of Assam it will make a report. But what js
the guarantee there that the linquily_ (ton}n}ltt(‘..c will recommend
the repeal of the tax. My Friend is antcipating ‘that the "Gona
mittee will recommend the repeal of the tax and that the tax on
being recommended will be repealed.

Sir, if you will be pleased to look into Chapter X, Rule 95
and page 23 of the Assembly Rules pertaining to Resolutions, you
will find, Sir, it is stated that g Resolution “shall ‘be clearly apq
Precisely expressed and shall raise a definite 1ssue >, oW, what
is the definite issue raised here ? The hon, Member wants that
a Committee should be appointed and he also wants the r'épeal of the
Sales Tax Act. That means, he has jumbled up two ‘things together
Not only that. He also anticipates what the Committee will recom.
mend. He takes it for granted that whatever may be the Character of
the Committee, they will fecommend the repeal of this tax.

: there-
. ; SE . 3

fore, submit, Sir, that he has not worded his Resolution Preciscly
and its also does not raise a definite issue and as such, the Resoly.
tion is out of order. |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHAR_Y){’A: Sir, 1 can
quite appreciate the eagerness of the Finance Minister to evade (hiq
issie. ..

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You do not impute ANY motiye
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :

S . i * am
| Imputing any motive, Sir. I simply said that I could . > Dot

IS eagerness to shelvga this matter. Sir, thereis a hiStol‘Ypll)(;(}::ﬁ:g
drafting of this Resolution, which T would like to place before 5
House.  The Resolution, as worded now, was re-drafyeq e
Assembly Secretariat from my original draft. I dig not py¢ thi
Wording in my original Rqsqlution. : S

Sir, the Finance Minister has completely misundersgoe g e
Whole position. The issue is very simple. It is thjs o
reported by a Non-official Enquiry Committee set UPI);) to g0 in¢q th%
Whole question of sales and purchase tax, this Assembly jg of OPini,
that the Government do take necessary steps to repeal (po Assy n
Sales Tax Act.... i
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): What will ha

if the Committee does not recommmend such a course ?
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYY{\ ¢ I s d
being reported by a Committee ', That means if the ur.',
so recommends... : 3
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, No. I hold this Resc

out of order.
(Adjournment) 3

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.»m, on Tuesda

Ist September, 1953. E

Shillong, . R. N& B/}RUA,
ecretary, '

The 30th January ...... 1954, Legislatwe Assembly 4

A.G.P, (L.A.) No.206/53—126—2-2-1954.
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