


Pro?eedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a. M. on
. Tuesday, the 18th October, 1960,

PRESENT

_ Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B. 1., Speaker in the Chair, seven
Ministers, three Deputy Ministers and eighty Members.

) QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Electrification of the new Court Building at Golaghat

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA  (Golaghat-East) asked

*36. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department . (Roads
and Buildings) be pleased to state

b

(a) Whether any Scheme for electrification of the new Court

Buiiding at Golaghat has been received by Government ?
(b) If so, whether Scheme will be materialised soon ?
(c) Whether any Scheme was sent by the Subdivisional Officer,
Golaghat or the Executive Engineer, Golaghat for improving
the accoustic of the Court Building ?

(d) If so, when the Scheme will be materialised ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, Public Works

Department (Roads and Buildings)] replied :

36. (a) & (b)—Yes. Administrative approval to the estimate is pending.
(¢)—No such Scheme has yet been received.

_td)—Does not arise.

tShri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know from the Govern-
ment in view of public demand whether the Government lla.\re_ issued
plans and estimates to improve the accoustic of the Court Building ?

tShri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P, W, D.,
(R. & B.)]: Sir, so far no such information has yet been received. The

matter is still pending and we asked the Superintending Engineer, Roads and
Buildings to take up the matter.

tSpeech not corrected,




2 QUESTIONS [18ra QOcrt.,

+Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Golaghat-East): May I know
from the Government whether the work has actually been started ?

+Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P. W. D.
(R. & B.)] : The Public Works Department has already been asked to take
up the work immediately.

+Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) :Are the Government
aware that due to non-handing over the money to the Public Works Depari-
ment the work is still pending ?

+Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : We have already asked the
Public Works Department to take the work immediately.

TShri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Ave the Government aware that
though tenders have been invited for lack of sanction, the work has not yet
been taken up ?

+Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: I am not aware of that,

+Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): Will the Minister be
Pleased to look into the matter ?

tShri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Yes.
Repairing of Furkating State Dispensary Bailding

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Golaghat-East) asked :
. *37. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government received a wire, dated 29th March 1960,

from the Questioner regarding bad and dilapidated condition
of the Furkating State Dispensary ?

(b) If so, what steps are being taken to repair the same g

. (c) Whether it is a fact that till the second week of September
) 1960 nothing has been done to this Dispensary ?
(

Whether the Doctor’s quarters attached to this Dispensary are
also not fit for human habitation ?

(e) Ifso, what steps are bging taken to repair the same ?
( £) Whether it is a fact that the Doctor attached to this Dispensary
had to hire quarters near about this Dispensary ?
(g) Whether it is a fact‘that representations by the Doctor to the
Civil Surgeon regarding the dilapidated condition of both

the Dispensary and Doctor’s quarters remained unheeded for
about a year or so ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :

37. (a)—Yes.

(b), (c), (d), (e) & (g)~-A sum of Rs.7,472 has been sanctioned to
effect repzu;s to the buildings by the Public Works Department.
)—Yes.

}Apeech not corrected,
Q
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’ S}mi BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
= - 9z Dlrpcnsary (Bl 9SS caltas catg e wifgats f& 2

-

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): 27,

T__ IR (SCRNC ([ S 1t S 1 o

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI: a«gtd 7icn 3
CGlEFa T 2441 cata wiRrRealg Dispensary 1 @tsigal g9 (%S ?

¥ _ Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : uiaifla #90% wita @ e
¢(ie4  Dispensary wa-%ala faate  cafvs St ot aifea 1 o8 s
W gatE afs sfag @oh ety |

' Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): sstan 31203 w9
¥ CrAts wfag ash cxfoa o cafv Siet si%q 2

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: &fs st 3189 |

| Regarding holding of office of Gaon and Anchalik Panchayats by
the teachers of Lower Primary, Middle Vernacular, Basic and
High English School

, Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :
*38. Will the Minister-in-charge of Educati~n be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that two circulars of same nature debar-
ring the Lower Primary, Middle Vernacular, Basic and

0 High English School Teachers from holding any office of the
3 Gaon Panchayats and Anchalik Panchayats, have been
| issued ?
] <
! i ' (b) Whether such circulars were issued after elections of some
" Panchayats were over ?
' ‘ (¢) If so, why ?
{ (d) Whether such circulars are also going to be issued against the
i College teachers ?
|

(e) If so, when ?

| |
(f) Whether fGovernment has received any objcction f
Ji; | College Teacher’s Association ? . rom the
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Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education) replicd:
1

: 1 - t that
38. (a)—Yes, but subsequently it has been dem?cf:d Iiy }E;;wz:;::ni:}m o
in case any teacher wants to hold office in any .Par:lc H}Ya ’tcachcr 2R erned
individually considered for permission provided the f his holding such
remains on leave from School during the entire per 1oc} g d]
office. Necessary orders to this effect have also been 1ssu§2,1-t be over. But
(D) & (c)—Election of one or two Panchayats migh P e were
in the conditions of grant-in-aid in respect of aided ms{ll"tu't:]m(li S By ol
already standing rule which debarred the employee 10 a'kc whether that
from accepting any office not connected with the schoo wori_, [ i Easecting
Qe baid or honorary, without prior approval of the Inspecting
Officers. In respect of Institutionsunder the School Boards, i ns i
were alse issued in February 1958, completely debarring the employee:
contesting any elections.

(d) & (¢)—The rules and condition of Service of the College
Teachers are under consideration of the Government.

( f)—No.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) 3 ILc:FwI(rzz
rimary, Middle Vernacular == IRF frww AT A4 BTN
92 ISRt fAvs St s G gtdfe  AErecT ¢

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Fit =tedfa  cAta g |

Departmental action against Shri N. M. Chanda, Subdivisional
Officer, Nalbari
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked s
5o2:, Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Weopks Department (Roads
and Buildings) be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is aware that the ;Subdivisional Officer,
Public Works Department (Roads and Buildings), Nalbari,

left his Headquarter during the first half of July 1960
without getting  duye permission from the authority
concerned ?

(b)  Whether it is a fact that since July 8, 1960 uptill-now he has
not yet returned to attend his ffice ?
(c)  Whether Governm i

ent is aware that dye to his long absence,
) people hayve been suffering a [ot

Shri G hat steps Government hag taken against him ?
* GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI D ini ic Works
Department (Roads and Buildings)] Ecpﬁﬂgty Minister, Public
39. (a)—Yes.

: A report was received fro; T —
Nalbari, that Shy; N. M. Chanda, S.E.S., i ie Executive Eng

: Subdivisional lbari Sub-
division wag absent from for ten dao;:;a cgli(l:eti’agac fa:om 8th
July 1960 to 174p July 1960 and did not r

( turn after expiry of casual leave
ut apphet;)for carned leave for 38 days from g¢h July l9p60?’
—~Yes,

(c)—No. Works were managed by Subdivisional Officer, Dham

dhan_aa » in addition to hjg own duties and a substitute Subdivisional Officer,
has since been posted on 26tk August 1960.

—ihe Department is makiﬂg enquh‘y in this connection,
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Regarding realisation of Land Revenue from the flood affected
people of Nalbari Cixcle

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) : asked:
*40. Will the AIEni::tcr-iu-chnrgc ol Revenuce be pleased to state—

(a) The principle followed in granting remission of Land Revenue
for floods ? y

(b)  What is the reason for delay in grant of remission of Land
Revenuc in Nalbari Gircle which was very badly affected by
June 1959 flood ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that due to delay in granting
remission of Land Revenue on account of flood the poor
peasants are greatly harassed by drastic steps for realisa-
tion ?

(d)  Why realisation was not suspended pending grant of remission
of Land Revenue as is usua'ly done ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

40. (a)—The Principles as laid down under Fxecutive Instruction
NOS—IU?: 108, 109 and 110 of Part VI of the Assam Land Revenue Manual,
Vol.I are followed in granting remission of Land Revenue. .

(b)—The §

eld to field inspection of the affected area takes time
and hence the delay,

(c) & (d)—It is not a fact that the flood affected prasants were
harassed by drastic steps taken for realisation of Land Revenue. ‘The Land
Revenue was suspended: till - 15th December 1959.  Even after hat not
drastic steps were taken for realisation of Land Revenue. In the villages

which were badly affected by June Flood of 1959, no coercive measures
taken for realisation of Land Revenue,

. Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :  The other day the
Minister said tl}ﬂt il the destruction of crop js not less than 25 per cent of
land revenue will not he remitted but if the destruction is more than 75 per
cent the entire land revenue jg remitted. May I know from the Ministey.
so far these villages are concerned whether any report was submitted, a.nci
if s0,, what the volume of destructions of crop in these villages ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: The report has not yet come,
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOWDHURY: Docs (he Ministey

know that the orders issued in December have not yet been received ly
the Mauzadars and Collecting Officers ? ¥

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That I cannot say off hang, %
I shall look into it, _ !
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i \ L Jors
Shri PRABHAT HARAYAN CHOUDHURY (N_all:;arn-IE‘as\;tl{ ;l'/_a]d;”:’
the Minister know that drastic actions have already “‘-Ik‘:“} )_.‘ﬂrl "I‘ = a
in collecting land revenue in the areas worst affecte d by the floods : .. hc
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): How o e
Sir. It was suspended only with regard to six villages Wh!c?l -WU(I— o
affected, but the land revenue for the entire area has not been _btl"’pc"( cd. o
Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding) : Whether (,'m.'(:run}tfl'ltuc )
taken drastic action against the Mauzadars who failed to realise rever
Mr. SPEAKER : In usual course action will be taken.
Shri RAM NATH SARMA : What are these six villages ? . y
Shri HARESWAR DAS : They are—Upar-Barbhag, Bar-Suntilh
Barbheta-Dakoha, Kumar-Kuchi and Bar Khetri.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: Docs the Minister 4159
know that 13 villages of Upper Borbhag Mouza were declared dange
areas when he personally visited the area ?

: =L . ordered
Mr. SPEAKER : He said suspension of revenue collection was orde:
in the worst affected areas,

i HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : If the destiuction of crop
3 v 2 » 1 1Ls
in those villages is to the extent of 73 per cent, will Government stick to
Principle to give total revenue remission ?

Mr. SPEAKER : He has already replied in (a).

- Tl . t
Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North-Lakhlmpur) g lht,’ P:i LS(:?H
Procedure followed in granting revenue remission is a lengthy onc an ile
the list is finalised collection of revenue continues. Will the Minister cvo
a shorter procedure 50 that the worst sufferers get some reliel ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : In such cases, gencrally the realisation of
revenue is Suspended, .

cut sll\ilol;.t ?PEAKERi He said the enquiry is a lengthy one. Can it be

révensue ferii' NESWAR DAS: It is difficult because tlhc procedure fo(:i
CIISSION g [ s R : is also di t to suspen
revenue collection lifll?lllg down in the law itself. It is also difficult to s sp

: Y Eed sl
the fields may noy be aﬁ"centlrc area, Though it may he flood-affected a

cted,
Shri MAHANANDA BORA: Will Government consider this matter ?

SPEAKER . Not possible, he says.
Shiri DEVENDRA

instruct the local offi
50 that theye isno h

My,

NATH HAZARIZA (Saikhowa) : Will Government
¢€rs 10 enquire quickly and submit proposals in time
arassment of cultivators ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS . Yes, Sir,

.

e TR e

.

TR i ¢ iire
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Construction of ring-bund in between Duarichiga and Ahompathar
in Nitai Mauza of Sibsagar Subdivision

Sbri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked ;

*41. Will the Minister-in charge of Sericulture and Weaving be pleased
to state—

(2) Whether it is a fact that Government are only awaiting the
administrative approval for sanctioning the ring-bund in
between Duarichiga and Ahompathar in  Nitai Mauza,
Sibsagar Subdivision to protect the Muga-Chomanj ?

(b)  Whether the amount for this work has been sanctioned ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Sericulture
and Weaving) replied :

41. (a)—Construction of the ring-bund is to be executed by the Public

Works Department, The Administrative approval is expected to be
accorded shortly,

(b)—The Planning and Development Department have allotted
fecessary fund for the construction of the ring-bund from out of the plan
Ceiling. * Action is being taken by the Public Works Department to provide
fund in thejr budget.

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : (4) suwigtg
T—vatef @ frotln ofims OF @R--F 717 9% 2w | Suig
THTd afsormemeica spimfn smded (administration approval) e
CMY T mew |

(R) Afazedate @ ffe? wig ift<g =% €8 @0 w5 fog FiRTet
TR f fr qew,  Afiwern wle g el wfwg |

TeFtdtTT 2ty wies waieR frm fReiel @iciss el hoks
VAR e s wace arns e g7 FR0E

EStabliShment of Rearing and Marketing Centres in differeut areas
of the Thowra Constituency

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

{5 St*42' Will the Minister-in-charge of Sericulture and Weaving be pleaseq
ate—.
(a) Whether a representation submitted by the questioner fop
improving the Muga-Chomanis in different areas of the
Thowra Constituency and for establishment of rearing and
marketing Centres was lately received by Government p

(b) If so, when ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to give effect t

o the pl‘oposa]
within this financial year ?
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Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Sericulture
and Weaving) replied ;

42,(a)—Yes.
(b)—In July, 1960.

/ :

(c)—This may not be possible. The proposals require considerable
investigation including collection of statistical data such as whether the
required quantity of seeds could not be met from the selected seed cocoon
rearers as well as the availability of cocoons, etc. As such, it may not be
possible to implement the proposals within this financial year. The pro=-
posals will be given effect to during the Third Plan Period if the data
collected reveal that the proposals are feasible.

spip ohri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: (a) %1 T
<0 :

(7)) S>seo o gty stz

(f5) @b 757 o7 v | w5 omeay famen Aore THAETA URAATF
f;;r;-'l—-t ';f; A= cats T Meq A4tz =tfp Gt atow afwn .’.?ﬂ’F{ Wf"f”
) S Al A5 qcory wm nwg waea g ¢ wtw (At AT
;:g;_j‘ﬁ (};’“C) O AT ) @2 Rate pdn @ife cataE PrEet2 ’F’r::
TIE FHTN ez o »:T_‘TW“W Z9, ezt g AfAFEATe

o o DEVENDRA NATH RAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
g o 1 DI W A AfSew cgoa gadq gty 4@ F

M
r. SPEAKER. Haw that questionn arises ?

Shri DURGES
Rtz baters - WAR SAIKIA (Thowra): «5 @714
VTS A oty i wifip i r.éﬁ'-.m o l—a ?

S °
hri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : fop orrr affis |

Shrimati KOM
4P e VIOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon):
TITIT CYES T8t sl frai wq el ar(ﬁ,?r.ra ? g

it onri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: cscaivss 75—
T SIS PR Arm | ety wiem ot Mg |

Shri SARBES .
e g ag;u} BORDOLOI (Titabar) : f+ 1=

. Shri MA | - . T
S HIENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: (f5) o
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Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): 42 (a) 7 sicziven
FITTCT-—-CT HeN G@=d oIg®) el sotd pufa ©fF witg wF o gwaTs
\‘516 g3 Wﬁaﬂr@‘ﬁ THES i'-.':r,;,rr,; N | :‘””'CQ v

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Sericulture and Weaving): 7 witm | 2 Jgd STagie s
QICICINCIE S

Shrimati PADMA KUMARI GOHAIN (Moran):
a2 fIatzss A7 atstya wacd, it Ot 53Tt AHRTeA ¢

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: a3 cdta |

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Number of mutation cases filed in the office of Sub-Deputy
Collector, Dibrugarh Eastern Circle in the year 1956-57

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:

98. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) The number of mutation cases filed in the year 1956-57 or
before in the office of the Sub-Deputy Collector, Dibrugarh
Eastern Circle and are still pending ?

() The number of mutation cases filed in the year 1957-58 in the
office of the Sub-Deputy Collector, Dibrugarh Eastern Circle
and are still pending ?

(¢) How many of these pending cases were filed by cultivators ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the number of dzg.tes fixed for hearing
in respect of applications filed by cultivators are more in
Dibrugarh Eastern Circle than in respect of non-cultivator
such as Indian Planters and businessman ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

98. (@)—The number of mutation cases filed in the period in question
was 550. No case filed in 1956-57 or earlier is pending.

(b)—The number of mutation cases filed in the period in question
was 727 out of which 23 cases are pending.

(c)—Fourteen cages,

v
[100

(d)=It is not a fact.
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Sl PEVNTRA, NATH BATARMA (Gebte . 1 s
ding since 1957-58. y
iﬁfx?h?g g::rsl?f dlixl;posing of cases in the Sub-Deputy Collector’s office ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): I cannot say off-hand

the reason for delay, If the hon. Mcmber Puts a separate question about this
I. may enquiré and reply.

17 to. Deetors seyving in N.E.S.
N Cﬂﬂpﬂsﬁm mw“;’j,?é’“

DR. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked :

99. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased & state—

-
(a) Whether the doctor; serving in the N. E. S, areas are allawed
Privage practice
(%) If nor, ;vh_ethgzj. a compenpsatory allowance or non-practising
allowanice ig given tothem ?
(¢) If the tcplg -,t.°' (%) above is in the affirmative what is the
amount ;
~ (d) Whether this non-practising allowance is given to the Medical
‘ Officer servi }iﬁ, Barpeta N. E. S. Block, Stage I, in the ’
_ disttict “of Aamrup since. August 1959. ?
() If not, why ?
'S@EJRQPNATHBRMMA (Medigal  Minister) replicd :
-99. (6)—No. | .
©) TQOH}DQnsatgry allowance is granted. ~
(€)~Rs, - asemn for- Agsistar : _
mensem for As?uzgn{?%uﬁggﬁég for, Assistant. Surgeon I' and Rs.40 per /
(d)&(l)uDu - ° | : : .
ot o g to some audif. objections the Medjcal Officers posted .
;zgfci’b}“ézfog“haumoriééd “to aiﬁ\% th{é compensatory allowance bl:ﬁ' the '

s been met and the. Accountant General, Assam, has ,
been re_quested to aut bi‘ise“'ri:lié Medical Oﬂicen Cohc.eme d t’O »
same with retrospectjve effect, = ' ne v, to

draw the
requested to authoriseApsa'ymMay I know when the Ac:

ountant General was
ent ? . ' o :
. Shri RUPNATH B A: It was done some time ago, but I cannot .
give the exact date now, It the hon. Member desires T may supply him the ~
information latey, ,
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Doctors who are practising medicine in the Bhabanipuyr area, etc.
- Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked:

100. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that some quacks, styled theme
selves as Doctors, are practising medicine in the Bhabanipur
area, Tapa area and Kharmabazar area under Barpeta Police
Station causing great danger to the public ?

(6) 1 not, whether Government will enquire and find them out and
take necessary action on them ?

(c) Whether under the circumstances that when the
undergoing four years course and having got the
the Dacca National Institute again have to undergo refreshers
course and examination to be qualified as Doctor. Government

will take immediate steps against those quacks who are practising
medicine merrily ?

Doctors, after
diploma from

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Medical Minister) replied:

100. (a)—No.
(¢)—Yes. The matter is being enquired into.

(d)—Yes. After receipt of enquiry report,

Dr, SRIHARI DAS: With

regard to (b), may 1 know since when the
enquiry is being made ?

‘Mr, SPEAKER : (b) has not been replied. What about reply to (3)?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: The matter is being enquire into.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: As large numbers of quacks have been

Practising throughout the State, will the quiry be exténded to the whole of
the State ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Whenever specific places are giver- and
whenever necessary we will make the enquiry.

“Regarding ferries oa Silchar-Jowai Rond
Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked :

101, Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Départment (R, & B.)
be pleased to state—

(4) How many ferries are there on Silchar-Jowai Road ?

() Whether the Government made any ,‘pzjov.is_ion Or provisions to
construct all-weather bridges on these ferries ' o
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Shri GIRINDRA--NATH- GOGOI - [Deputy Minister, P. W.D.
R. & B.)] replied ;

101. (a)—There are two alignments connecting Jowai with Silchar, vzz:
i) the Jot(vgi-Badarpur-Silchar l%oad and (#) the Jowax-Garampanl'IiIatfz::_‘g
ilchar Road. There are four ferries on the former and three on the la ane.nt
+ .. "(b)—Government have made provisions for constructing Pe”’; viz
bridges on' three pldces only on the jowai-Badarpur-Silchar Road, viZ.,
Lubha; Gumra and_Kakrakhal. ' : "

6 that ‘L (sﬂchm WQ ) . It haS bcell l'cp » ]

know whether tenders have heen invited and, if 0, whether they have
been accepted ?

*$hri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Tenders have been invited for
these three bridges; but they have not yet been accepted.

. *Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA : What about the Boleswar bridge ?
*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: I cannot say off-hand.

*Shri BiSWANATH 'UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi) : What time will it
take to construct these bridges? :

ool Shri BIMALA PRASAD 'CHALIHA (Chief Minister): May I
reply, Sir ?  So far ag Gurmra and Kakrakhal bridges are concerned, we I'Eopc
the construction will be undertakeni soon. Butso far as the Lubha bridge
s concerned, although this has been advertised many times prewously' nobody

13-coming forward" o give tender for this bridge. o7

hioes 8. JYOTSNA CHANDA : May I know from the Minister incharge
whether'-the‘ Government know' th4t there is a river nafed Boleswar and
;"ivghﬁrsoaény Provision has been made for the construction of a bridge for that

T ‘sm‘iGmlNDRA: i . - K .- .u L . .1 . . are
Provischs only for 3 i; dg‘gém' GOGOI : The “téply is clear that there

. Rggarding the fixation of pay of

© iixa some Medical Officers who were
Serving previously in-the Local Board e
Dr. GHANASHYAM

duled Castes)] asked - DAS [Nerth Salmara (Reserved for Sche-

102. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased toistate—. ¢
(4) Whether Government is aware that some Medical Officers pre-

Viously serving in the Local Boards are . getting less than the

pay, that was being drawn by them when these dispensaries

were taken over by the Government ?

(8) If so; what steps have been taken by the Government to re-
move these anomalies ? '

*Spe’e’ch‘ not corrected -
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- Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :

102. (a) —Yes, there were some anomalies in the matter of fxation
of pay at the beginning.

. (b)—The matter has since been regularised and no one is now get-
ting less pay than what he used to get.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)] : May I know from the Minist

er whether steps
will be taken to remove the anomalies ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : That will be examined.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) :
been said that the matter has since been regularis
the matter has been regularised ?

In answer to (), it has
ed. May I know when

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I cannot tell the exact date, but. they
are getting the similar pay that was drawn by them in the Local Boards.

Regarding road communication towards the Southern side
of Barpeta Subdivision

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked :

at 103. Will the Minister-in-charge of P.W.D. (R. and B.) be pleased to
state—

-(a) Whether it is a fact that there §s no
wards the Southern side of Barpet
Bagribari Mauza ?

road communication to-
a Subdivision specially to

(6) Whether it is a fact that public has given up their patta lands
to have one very short and straight ro

ad from Patbausi to
Kanchanpur, zig., Kahibari, Solimpur aud Jadabpur ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that N.C.C. has

Kahibari and Local public has d
chanpur to a certain height ?

constructed this Road upto
one earth work up to Kan.

A}

(d) Whether Government

propose to take up this road VEry soon
for construction ?

(¢) Whether Government ha

ve received any representation to take
up this road ? '
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Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister, P. W. D.
(R. and B.)] replied:

103, (a)—Yes.

(b)—Government in P.W.D. have no such information. No such
road has yet been sanctioned under any programme.

(¢)-+ 1t is gathered that the existing Local Board road was regaired
by the N,C,C. Lut it is not known whether any earth work was done by the
villagers for Lt he remaining portion. :

but the matter will pe

. , 1 at present
(d)—There is no such proposal at p and economical.

examined if it is considered imperatively necessary an

(e)—No

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): May Iknow from the
Deputy Minister whether a petition has been file befbre the Government?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI ‘(Deputy Minister): No the
Government has not received any petition.

. Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMAD: Is it not a fact that when a petition
is submitted to the Executive Engineer, it is also meant for the Government ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Unless it is received
IR : b
Government it'cannot be said to have submitted before the Gow:rnment.y the

Shri HARESWAR GO
. ! SWAMI (Rampur): Whether the g :
Engineer is an Officer of the Govem(ment and if so is it not a factxf}f:: ‘;’ﬁ

application or petition submisteid . . :
application of or the Govf;f:;gnlzegore the Executive Engineer is also the

long ?thl?n?tlﬁlcl:DRdA NATH GOGOI: In a sense, it is right. But so
ted to the Governme by the Government, it cannot be said to have sybmit-
ment. It might be lying with the Executive Engineer.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, is it not duty o the Govern-

ment to make an enquiry w Tication is Wing i
- . Y whether an application is lying in th the
Executive Engineer after this- questionpg ying € office of

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI . An enquiry will be ) ther
such petition has been recejved or Iolot quiry made whe

*
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Names of Police Officers in the S. D. O.’s Court Office, Barpeta
Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked -
104. Will the Minister-in-charge of Home be pleased to state—

(@) Who are the police officers in the S. D. O.s Court Office,
Barpeta ? ) y

(b) What are the addresses of the said police officers ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to remove the local

_ th al police officers
if any, from this office for better administration ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied .
104. (o) & (b)—

Name of the officers Home

Date of ostin
address Pratoe

1. P.S. 1., Lalit Chandra Kakati ... Nowgong 6th Nov

ember 1959
District.

2. P. 8. I., Megha Ram Bordoloi Do, 20th June 1958,

3. A. S, I., Krishna Ch,. Patowari ... Nalbari, 30th July 1953,
Kamrup
District.

4. A.S. 1., Robindra Nath Das ... Barpeta,

Kamrup
District,

14th September 1959,

5. A. 5. L, Nilmohon Singh -+« QGachar 14th September 1959
' District.
(€)—As no complaint has been received against any of thege officers
since their posting to Barpeta Court there is no Proposal at present fo, their
transfer from that Court except the officer at S1. 3 above, whog

. € transfer
from the Barpeta Court has become due according to Rule 74 of Assam
Police Manual III.

Sanction for the construction of the National Highway from
North Salmara to Bridge approach at Amingaon

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) asked :

105. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W.D. (R. & B.) be pleaseq
to state—
() Whether after survey, estimates were sent to the Gover
of India for pr:JPOSCd National  Highway from nﬁ;ﬁ?}t
Salmara to Bridge approach at Amingaon for sa

; ; > Sanction ?
() Whether sanction has been received lor construction of the said
road ?
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) [
(¢) If not, when sanction of the portion of the National Highway
is expected ?

e to move the Government of

(d) Whethe t propos
r Government ProP i " of this important part of

India to expedite construc
the National Highway ?

. Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P. W. D.
(Ro & Bo)] replied:

105. (a)—Survey estimates amounting to Rs.46,100 have already been
sanctioned by the Go):rernment of India. The work Of, detailed survey and
preparation of estimate and plan is in progress. ~

' will be framed and submitted to the

(b)—The detailed estimate , : t
Government of India for their approval and sanction on completion - of the

detailed survey.
(¢)—Does not arise in view of (a) and (b) ab

(d) —As (b) above.

. Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-East) :
May 1 know whether the, sanction from the Government has to be
deferred only due to laxity of the Assam P. W. D. in submitting the
details of estimates ?

oveE.

Shri Gmli\TDRA NA"i‘-I:I‘GOGQI : No, the details of estimates were
gubmitted to the Government of India by the Assam P. W, D.

. Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY : - Sir, the Deputy
Minister says that the estimates have been prepared and these were sent to
the Government of India.. May 1 know the dates when these were sent

to the Government of India ?
\vi GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : Sir, T shall supply the i .
to the hon. Members later on. ‘ ’ upply the information

hri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sarbhiog) ; .
the -]gational High Way w1ll be taker up ?( o °g)} : When ‘the work ©
. M,,,SPEAKER The hon. Member wants ' t : hen"'th""
National High Way, f. 6, North Trunk Road will g
Siuri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOY : Just after ization Of
. aates. After receiving t J° t the fina the
g:ve‘rﬁgﬁat, of India.. " v g the administrative approval from
i “Eﬁﬁ’” SEN- DEKA (Nalbari-West) : OIS0
cefem % TON. WA ofid i A P

hri GIRINDRA.- NATH GOGOI : *fete -cetat 1 1 (b
qud GO FEER, TR owwd wwoafRl o 1 (8)

P
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Shri PROBHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-East): Whether

the old road from Amingaon to North Salnara is called as the agproaéh
road to the Brahmaputra Bridge, and if so when will it be taken u ‘

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
P.W.D. (R.B.)]: Yos, it is treated as an approach road. When

the sanction from the Goverminent of India will be obtained, this road will
be taken up,

Construction of Bridge over Doom Dooma Rives

Shri MOLIA TATI (Doom Dooma) asked:

106. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (R. & B.)
be pleased to state—

(a) When the bridge over Doom Dooma River on the Hansara-
Doom Dooma diversion road was started ?

(b) Whether it is a fact’that the work is incom

plete and the work
has been stopped since last six months ?

(¢) Why the progress of construction of the bridge is so slow ?

(d) Whether Government is contemplating to abandon this bridge ?

() Whatis the amount of money that was sanctioned for thijs
bridge and what amount has already been spent ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister,Public Woxlg
Department (R. and B.)] replied:

106. (a@)—Work on the R. C. C. bridge was started on 25th November,
1958.
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—During sinking of well No.l on Hansara side, in spite of all
precautions taken, the well shifted by about 4'—5" as a result of which the
design for the superstructure will require modification. The designs are now
being modified by the contractors and every effort is being taken to expedite

matters. The work will be resumed as soon ag the designs are received, duly
approved by the Government of India. ‘

(d)—Does not arise in view of reply to (¢) above,

()—An amount of Rs.8,83,931 was sanctioned out of wh
Rs,3,78,384 has been spent for. ’ which
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : Sir, it has

been said the construction work was started in the year 1958, may I know
why it could not be finished up till now ?

{ " '§firi. GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, P. W. D.
R. & B.)]: ,;D}u; ‘to some unforseen troubles the work could not be finished.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, in reply to it has
been said in spite of all precautions taken the, well sl!n)ii{cc: b(;) ;;Jgut
4'—5" as a result of which the design for the superstructure will
require modification. Sir, may I know at whose fault—ecither for the fault
of the Contractor or for the fault of the Officer this defect occurred ?

" §hri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : This hasnot b . -
as yet as to whose fault this defect occurred. een ascertaincd

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, out of the 8 lakhs, about
4 lakhs have been gpent in this work. So what will be proportion of loss in
this bridge out of this 4 lakhs of rupees.

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : At thi ; ]
what will be percentage of Toss. 13 stage this cannot be said

of Public Health Dispensary at Dighalturrong Village

Establishment Jaec
. ¢iis el in Dibrugarh Subdivision

o
RSS!

S

' Shri MOLIA ‘TATI (Doom Déoﬁxa) asked :
¢ 107 Will- the' Minister<in-charge of Medical be pleased to state—

Ay« (@) Whetheritis a fact that there ; |
. . b re is no medi ili the rural .
population of Hapjan Mauza in Dibrlgg;fi‘:lslﬁ%cf?:isi"“

.‘ (b) - Whether Government Propose to establish a public Health

D1spet.lsa‘ry a Dighaltyrrong village in that Mauz2

'8hri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Ministey, Medical) replied*

107. (a)—Being enquired.

" (6)—Necessary action will be taken on receipt of the report:
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Establishment of a Technical School at Doom Dooma in the
Third Five Year Plan :

Shri MOLIA TATI (Doom Dooma) asked:

108. Will the Minister of Planning and Development be pleased to
state—

(@) Whether Government is aware that there is no facility of
Technical Education in the eastern part of Dibrugarh Sub
division ?

(b)) Whether Government is aware that a Technical School at
Doom Dooma will be in a central place of 4 Assembly
Constituencies, i. e., Saikhowa, Doom Dooma, Digboi and
Tinsukia ? .

() Whether Government propose to include the proposal for
establishment of a Technical School at Doom Dooma
within the Third-Five Year Plan ?

(d) If so, when the commencement of the work can be expected{ ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education)
replied :

108. (a)—Yes.

(8), (¢) & (d)—Proposal for establishment of 7 additional Industrial
Training Institutes has been made under Third Plan. The selection of actual
site will be made in consideration of all available facilities for such
institutions.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : Sir, in reply
to (c) it has been said that there isa proposal for establishment of
7 additional Industrial Training Institutes. May I know whether these
7 additional Institutes will be for Dumdooma area or for that District or
for the entire state ? ‘

Shri RADHIK ARAM DAS: Sites have not been selected; but these
are meant for the entire State.

Regarding a bull purchased by the Charing Panchayat, Sibsagar
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked :
109. Will the Minister-in-charge of Panchayat be pleased to state—

(¢) Whetheritis a fact that the Charing Panchayat, Sibsagar
Subdivision, was given a bull ?

(b) If so, when ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that some one had sold the byl and
misappropriated the amount ?

(d) If not, where the bull at present is ?
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ggi‘i F. A, AHMED (Minister, Community Development, etc.)
replied

109, (s)—GCovernment did not give any bull to th but a
bull was p(ul)'chased by the Panchayat from its own ﬁ,ﬁ d.PanChayat, >

a

' (5)—Panchayat purchased it in 1955.

. . (¢)—No. The bull was stolen by some misc natter
was duly reported to Police; but the bull could not be "22232} chlxc 1

, . (d)—Does not arise in view of (¢) above.

. Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH 5:  May
I know the date and time when the bull was stolen, (mtg}:::) from the
grazing ground or from the stall and whether in day timc o at night ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I will enquire and let the
Hon’ble Member know.
: W‘ﬁ“g grieﬁmcés of the Ministerial Officers’ Assgociation
" 'ghyi KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH asked -
110. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

.+ (a) Whether all the.terms of agreement made between thief
N et e ona 1 the ‘hie
P ,Mlg;'si‘:ecll' ?nd the Ministerial Officers Association, have been

J 5) If not, what are the' a i in:

(6) f oo ‘,” by 7 greements still réemaining un-enforced

S ' (c). Whether itis a fact that Finance and Appointment Decpart-

_ B gil‘elt;ts g.lrg callous to the above agreements and putting all sorts
Aurdles to frustrate some of the terms of agreement ?

.(d) If so, what ste s ha .
an already dec?ded ‘t,gal::g? ?taken to break this dead lock over

" Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALINA (Chief Minister) replied :

110. (4)&(6)—1In all, 10 points were raised
Association before the Chief Minister. Theﬁze we];f
the Chief Minister had agreed that he would ha
into. The items still remaining under considerat;

Y the Ministerial Officers
€ Nno agreed decisions but
ve all these points Jooked
on are as follows :—

- (1) Creation of Supervisory and Intermediate :
Departmentg—_——lp view. of the financial implications involvglo‘::ts ",]l Heads :;_f
sal, tlie matter is under scrutiny and a decisjon is expected s:ont he prop

. {2) Accommodation for Ministerial Office
regards ‘‘¢construction of 20 units of Assisba:; st s‘}ngq(z;??: ItV §?§S;Aﬁ
Ac!mlmstratwe approval ha§ already been accorded and ra i tgis
being made by Executive Enginecer for starting the work.- arrangemen

i
4
4
¢
I
4

l
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. (3) Formation of Co-operative  Socictics—A specific proposal for
formation of a Co-opcrative Socicty has been prepared and in view of
the financial impl;

cations, it is under scrutiny in the Departments con-
cerned.

2) -

(4) Health Insurance Scheme— A contributory Health Insurance
Scheme has been prepared and approved by Government. The Scheme
will be put into operation after entertainment  of necessary staff as soon
as possible.

(5) Allowing increments to continue without
dearness allowance against future increments—This co
scheme of Ad-hoc dearness allowance N
India for relief to low paid em.ployccs. '.l‘he decmon.of the Government
of India for its continuation during the Thir .Plan period has not yet been
received. The matter has been taken up with them. Until a decision is
received from the Government of India, the matter cannot . }_)e pursued
{urther.

adjustment of Ad-hoc

hcerns a contributory
formulated by the Government of

(¢)&(d)—As has been stated under (a) above, the points which
have been agreed to and could be implemented without delqy havg gllready
been implemented. In regz}rd to the .Othel’.n’.lattcl‘s, no d.eﬁmte decision wes
arrived at in the meeting with the Chief Minister. Specific Schemes were
required to be prepared in certain cases and final sanctions accorded to
their implementation. As indicated above, considerable progress has been
made in regard to all outstanding items. The De

partments concerned are
trying to come to a final decision as expeditiously as possible.

Establishment of Dispensary at

Sondarbhitha in
Bizni Mouza of Barpeta S

ubdivisicen

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Serbhog) asked

111. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state—

(a) Whether t!'ne Gpvernmen} consider the necessity of establish-
ing a dispensary at Sondarbhitha in Bizni Mauza of Barpeta
Subdivision ?

(6) If so, when ?

(¢) If so, whether a dispensary will e

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister,

sanctioned there ?

Medical) replied ;
111. (2)—Not at present.

(8) & (c)—Do not arise.
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| Regarding the construction of a Hosgpital at Jonai
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (8aikhowa) asked: “
112. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state—

(a) Whl:::d gtgte? provision for a hospital at Jonai was made in the

(5) Whtf:ils tlﬁ;;:igﬁguction of the building had mrqmenced for

(¢) The progress of the work towards completion of the same ?

(d) When the completion of the constructi
be expected ? : v ion of the work may

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :
112 (a)—In 1958-59.
- (6)—On 14th October 1959.
(¢)—About 35 per cent of the work is completed.

d)—It is rather difficult to say i
ill be completed. ' y presisely a? to when the construc-

tion W
shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA .

construCtiOn of a hospital at Jonai was made 'in Tt}l;f: sanction for

The work was started on 14th October 1959 and the Workyear 1958-59. @

to have been completed upto 35 person only. Then what w now appears |

delay or slow progress of the work ? as the reason of

-

A T

pri RUP NATH BRAHMA : As the Hon'
aware that there i.s difficulty of commurficat}if)gxn bl: Member i
he place itself is very unhealthy and it is very dif%c lttha: :r;a
u 0o take

and the F
the materials to that area,

Mi. SPEAKER : Is it beccause of

place ? of the unhealthiness of the
Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : C . . .

great there. ommumqatmn difficulties are very

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : When there is communica-

tion difficulty whether the materials are s :
Jocality in instalments or at a time from Dibru;aﬂihgd to that particular

shri RUP NATH BRAHMA :;
up the construction work.  We hvave asked the P,.W. D. to specd
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : The Progress
of the work isonly up to 35 person.

. ) My question was whether the
materials were sent there by instalments or at a time.

Mr. SPEAKER : At convenience.

Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for Scheduled Castes)] :
The Hon’ble Minister has asked the P. W, D. to

cxp edite the matter,
May I know when the P. W, D. was asked todo that ?
Mr. SPEAKER : Repeatedly asking.

Shri RAM NATH DAS : May I know the apporoximate time ang
date when the P. W. D. was asked to expedite the matter ?

Mr. SPEAKER : It is not handy with the Minister at the moment
I suppose. >

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : Yes, Sir,

Shri RAM NATH DAS :

Whether the Government will take action to
expedite the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER : He has already replied to that .

Inclusion of roads from Assam Trunk Road-De.
from Moran-Naharkatia Road—Moranhat Rail

Public Works Department
Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

sang  Siding ang
way Station under

113. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart
and Buildings) be pleased to state— Partment (Roads

(a) Whether the representation made by questioner ¢ .
Minister and Deputy Minister, Public Works De;arﬁ::er?:u
include the following roads under Public Works Departm to
within this year was received by Government— cat

1. Road from Assam Trunk Road to D&sang-Siding ; and

2. Road from Moran-Naharkatia Road (Sologuri R,
Moranhat Railway Station ? %ad) ta

(b) Whether it is a fact that these are the only roads leading to th
Railway Station ? ¢

(¢) The length of each of the above roads ? °

(@) The approximate amount that may be required f, i
lopment ? * their deve.

() Whether Government p

her ropose 10 improve thege roads
this financial year ?

within
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. Shri G.N. GOGOI [Deputy Minister, Public Works Department
(Roads and Baildings Wing)] replicd :

113. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
. .(a)'-'-—Thc length is mentioned below—

1. Road from Assam Trunk Road to Desang-Siding—
5 Furlong.

2. Moran-Naharkatia to Moranhat Railway Station—
. 0-23 miles.

(d) (1)—Rs.15,000.

(2)--Rs.4,500 .
()—No. The proposals have been forwarded to Mahakuma
_ Parishad for consideration and allocation of Priority.

T Works may be taken up if and when the proposals are in-
cluded in the approved programme.

: pURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : ta s ©.
W:ns;l;; a‘;’C - g‘]? Proposal C?‘E‘El ﬁ’nT?f?l ﬁ%ﬂﬁ? 9,{%)¢;W a}gﬁ;
e iafr Recommend T 4B | cotizars afs Bomiiey aftnte

3 oot w12 3T I COCB_CNF TIRTT Frpitaeg o fometsr ofw

Propasal ¢ rehe
aicaics feata fra afce 2 frolre ol fomn o iy Consider

Ffaqea

" Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: fighrs) wr ——
S o[, 3 ittt P. & T. Department a?: Tr%f ]

Recruitments oflabou:érs to Tea Gardens in Assam
Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA asked:
114, will tﬁé’Minister in-charge for Labbur be pleased to state

1.
it is a fact that there is the g

t ..
(@) It tea gardens in Assam ? Ys em of recruiting labourers to

() If 50, What?ls tl’le. number of persons recruijteq during the last

3 years

hether Government received ¢ . :
from different Branches of A(;;gg:algi]sa%f ’ngal recruitment
and, if 50, what is the total of azdoor Sangha

recruited ? Persons Who were so illegally

et T
T ket

Ay

~
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(d) Whether there are surplus labourers in Assam tea gardens and

if s0, what is the number and what step Government have
taken to employ them ?

25

(¢) How many of the surplus labourers have already been em-
ploved during the last threce years ?

(/) What is the Government scheme for absorption of surplus tea
garden labour ?

-

(g) Whether there is any system of employing them under contract
basis ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister in-charge for
Labour) replied :

114. (a)—Yes.

(6)— Number of recruitments repox:tegl to the Controller of Emj.
grant Labour by Tea Districts Labour Association is as below—

1957 . .« 3,809
1958 . 5,42y
1959 4,602

(¢)—No complaints from such organisation appears to have been
received by the Controller of Emigrant Labour. Government however re-,
ceived 2 report from Assam Chah Mazdoor Sangha to the effect that labour
has bzen recruited from outside though local surplus labour was available,
According to the Controller of Emigrant Labour the numb

er of cases of
itlicit recruitment was— .
1687 . cen 1,172
1959 e e 2,991
(d)—A sample survey carried out by the Sratistics Department
in the year 1958 worked out the total unemployed persuns in Tea Estates at
68'44 thousand,

Government have requested the employers both in the public and
private sector, particularly the Tea Industry to e.mPIOY these available
labour. A Central Tripartite Committee and four regional Committeeg have
also been set up to deal with the problem and to help in mObi]iSing such
labour from surplus to deficit areas with the assistance  of Employment Ex-
changes. The Industrial Committee on Plantations decided recently thag
all possible steps would be taken to recruit the available surplus laboyy and
emigrant labour might be brought only with the permission ~of the Central
Government when local labour was not available. '
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{¢)—Information’ is not available,

—Please see reply to (d) above. A scheme reported to be
drawn up by the Indian Tea Association is being obtained for consideration
by'Government. A proposal to set up 2 special Employment Exchange for
this work is also under consideration of Government.

Besides, :craft training scheme for helping them to get Subsidiary
occupations has also been included in the Draft Third Plan.

(g)—There'is'a pridctice in some tea gardens to employ workcers

on a contract basis ; it is however not known if surplus 'labour is employed

under such system.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): =@t wtziec
oreites (f7) © °7(T (@ 9562 BT A d5ed FIAF dubOb @A T
ddtre Tt w1 tmE; N fors @ @EfT Sta fratt Ia w73
e egve @H | B dd6b P st fesha  caiB wb 880 TR Ktz
it fefie Ta A aicg 3@ FE—CTTAT aF @B et
@mﬂammm.mmr qETafT

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Labour): 92 v @@ Ttz qTS fredle g4 7@ 3fzfem | <fS
Districts Labour Association (81 with up wfagRa firsie w3
. m q@’m a4« r@W?'ﬁﬂ ﬁiﬁﬁ oiFE 8 <4+ Regional ?ﬁ]fﬁ ‘aff)j@ '?.5..0-'?-
ot ofime_ofme @2 Surplus Ty fesites Employment Ex-
_ changes' Go-T2itad frcatst: 337 . Tan IfIg
.. Ipdustrial Committee on Plantation ¢ wsocs . w
@ 4ag Surplus ITIAFTFATL facatst 37 3N T-Y 7AW c_ﬂf?mzt Zféaa:
stz i@ FRCE T GFR TN wa el sasir GRS 4@

o) i
aﬁﬁ:al ﬂm@m ﬁ ﬁ'“:;;rﬂ;a??;wm W cofeAiy sie baglar ol

_err@c# girty 347 @7 @IET Wiy, B sy -
. > 7 speesifacd,
At A Avtocisiton oy oIt fmat o fie S |
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Ry D‘UR@ES’WAR SAIK IA; 3ifees | S
o Rt o foee e ey
. gnei KAMAKHYA FRASAD TRIPATHI. .
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. Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): 3tg o1 ¢t dics
cfw e

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Labour): fimtm fify wifim *Iqig By T )

Shri SARBESWAR BARDALOI (Titabar): %5 4cq 9%
Tea District Labour Association « IR WEF AT 3Tal Recruit
Flatg ; oSt 12 Association b AR FN Gy T T @ 0

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY : 3o
afsm Windup =#fitg 1w sasie Il s« o
*fafga ; Sfs M saFdt @oIIRT Brataa Roits gt ifare sreere
(I CTE @ AT surplus labour & Recrint ¥ aigsf | CSTLS IFT
A=Ifs AFM IR | OF ToF wda Special Em olyment Exchange
9457 FING BIFIRT (Froaidr 0z Wity | «fsm TxfTe Cxtg @ Wi
370 wFe g @tstifs itz | Employment Exchange wifiz sreea
GRTF TS A6 Aifwr FfT @R FIw A9 R0 == shigm

Shri SARBESWAR BARDALOI: Tea district Labour
Assiociation c¥ 3ty Iq@ fcatdt s wtshih sytar shkea w3 ¢

Shri KAMAKHYA. PRASAD. TRIPATHY:
#fs w%q3 AF¥Tw Recruitment (01  weig IR T A By
TIE | COSART Tws wiF oy BEaAT anon 1 Sty Sty TSIl cog-
AT AT AFE T @B wIwE. ST o = fazes &1 Association
afsm Wind up 7 7. tztg | |

Regarding timing of Express Train between Pandu and
Dibrugarh

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) agked

115. Will the Minister-in-charge Transport be Pleased to, state—

() Whether Government are aware that former] d
Lxpress Trains between Dibrugarh Y. up and down

- ! wee . and Pandu had connec-
tion with the bus timing of Ga.uhatl-Shillong Services of State
Transport ? ‘

of Express Trains between Dibrugarh and Pandu with

that of bus timings of Gauhati»Shillong Services of State
‘Transporyg 7 :

to restore connections . with -Gauhati-Shill
with Express Trains to avoid Public difficulties p
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Labour) replicd:
115. (a)—VYes.

(b)—Yes.

’ 3 13 olway
—The matter will be brought to the notice of the Rai
authorities( ‘;'or consideration by their Time Table Committee.

. ATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): The timing of
Shri DEVgNgxhlg.ngcd from 1st of April 1960 but the Govenment did
the Express Train What was the difficultv of the Government

long.
;}Ot tzfia'f: n;hzlﬁit;e;;‘:tezn‘%ith the Railway authority so long ?
or

-

ARMA : The Government has already taken up
Sln;l; ﬁlﬁrﬁxg gilfva)’ authority after the receipt of the question.
the matter 4

-/

. houses for the labourers in the Tea
Construction of Gardens of Assam

.Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked:

116, Will the Minister-in-charge for Labour be pleased to state —

@ How many tea gardens, small or big are there in Assam ?
®) What is the total number of families in thege gardens ?

wWhether there was any agreement either bilateral or tripartit€
(¢) about construction of labour houses and if so vtrli:gt are
b

those ?

hat i8 tl}e total number gf houses construct 1
(4) or semi-permanently till 31st March l%%operma:entthg
enforcement of the agreement ? ’ sine

0} Whelhef all the houses are"under the

: . . standard i ion or
as decided -in the Housing Board ? specification

i
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(f) If the answer is in the negative, what is the number of houses
constructed according to the company’s plan approved by
the Chief Inspector ?

(¢) Whether there is any decision about extension of the old labour
houses according to the size of families and ifso, what are
the agreemeats and when those were adopted ?

(k) Whether Government is aware that _due to improper construc-
tion, a house lately collapsed causing death (o a person there-
in at Joboka T. E. in Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(¢) If so, what are the contents of the Labour Officer’s report about
the collapse of the said house ?

(g) Ifit is a fact that even some houess were coastructed at the cost
of Rs.1,000 per house in Doom Dooma area due to competi-
tion of contractors and if so, whether Government will
enquire into such matters and communicate the findings ?

Shri K. P.JTRIPATHI (Minister-in-charge for Labour) replied ;

116. (a)—There are altogether 789 tea estates in Assam out of which
666 gardens are covered by the Plantations Labour Act.

(b)—The exact number of families in all these gardens is not
available. ~Approximately it will be about 2,50,000, including Sthe families
of staff members. '

()—In the Tripartite Conference held in New Delhi{in the year
1947 it was decided to draw up a proper scheme of housing with the
object of providing approved type of houses to all workers over a period
of 10 to 15 years. It was followed by a Tripartite Conference in 1948 a¢

Dibrugarh where it was agreed that 8 per cent houses will be constructed
annually.

(4)—In a recent survey made, information was furnished by 4gg
estates and it was found that 77,275 houses (for labour) were constructeq in
these estates upto 31st December, 1959 since the date of the said agreement
The information upto 31st March, 1960 is not available. )

) (¢) No physical verification of all the houses has been made and
it is therefore not possible to say whether the houses conform to the

standard  specification or the specification approved by the Housing
Board.



30 QUESTTIONS : [18Tu1 Ocr.,

—As far as.information is available, the number of houses report-
ed to be.constructed .in accordance with plan approved by the Chicf
Inspector of Plantations is as under :—

New construction : Adapted
A

1957 1958 1959  Towal ' 1957 1958 1959 ‘Total
Pucca .. 7,588 .~ 6,809 8,054 22,451 1,033 4,747 .. 5,740
Semi-Pucca .o 488 172 2,263 2,923 .o 1,824 .o i,824
Kutcha 1,764 2,836 2,116 6,716 . 120 .. 120

Total ... 9,880 9,817 12,433 32,090 1,038 6391 .. 7,724

—Information is not available regarding any decision for cxten-
sion of old labour houses according to size of the families.

. (h)—It is a fact that a person died recently of injuries as a result of
a house collapse in Joboka T.E. A judicial enquiryis being made to
ascertain the cause of the accident and if the house collapsed due to con-

structional defects. ‘

i)—THhe report received from the Labour Inspector, Sibsagar statcs
that a strong wind passed over Joboka T. E. in the afternoon of 16th May,
1960. One Khoka Goaloa who was employed as cowherd took shelter in
the veranda of a labour qyat“ter ancz- within about 10 minutes the house
collapsed. An iron girder hit Khoka’ directly on the chest and a picce of
brick pillar fell on his-body. He further stated that. the howuse was- gemi-
pucca, built in the year 1948, with C. I. Sheet roof on iron girders, brick
pillars 143" square size, 43" brick wall upto wiandow sill and rest jkry plaster-
ed walls and kufcha floor. He also opined that the Proportion of cement
applie'l to the pillars was 1r;adequate. The Labour Officer. ~Sibsagar also

the report of the Inspector and stated that he found too little of

endorsed
cement and cement also appeared to be only cement-watered-sand

(. j)z-—I-Iouses'bl.x.ilt"with local*materials. may cogi le ‘
per unit. Government is<not-aware of anything happeﬁing‘ss'a;haan II.{S ‘l’to 23
competition of contractors. Specific complaints, if any may howcfritxl' ‘be

enquired into.

: S DURGESWAR SAIKIA . (Thowra) -
(a7) B o T s 2 oty oy ™ vnf%rZ:sﬁ i i <
o:9a- b1 T N TR | NFE AR M6 b B vy | pmrpy con
Afatsteata= i 2l T e ¥ 2 5

U shﬁ;"mMAKHYAd‘- ‘P,'RA.SAD"- TRIPATHY, (Minister :
Lakour): 1438 Bl 99 adopted'cz, New construction. tzre 94,240
B1, (f§) Tews *l CRTR | @2Th BF @ fowq1 v wx ifera 3
e 1T TS ‘Q;'rwcﬁ T @ oIl @z wisw  wre
o oMff-l. (%81 NG9 P04 928 materials raety i seeicd
CrRCe: TG TS AN T2 1 ooy g Ay | qrene aq o
AWy - afon” I TS te persuation I It iy ety w0 |

| )
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A o8ty Ity v iR = Tifeats weH i wo FiF B¢
@i | sioRE aff Tatw B =tet ot BfT fiests invest I BITS-
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afqta fFga AT % 2 A O wTeR wole (IR AllE TS

catatfan |

Shri SARBESWAR BARDALOI (Titabar):

A oty
FHHTITT 9Bhe 9 e 1% 1 93T At 9

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Labour): =it afcst

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
gagIre  foga @ defective 3@ w8 wtmivey st P

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: =3 )

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Defective safietas
crFae T awwn ¢y ¢

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY: w8 Ffages
fem oy |

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) :

. Lo AT Jifisty
fpb 4T 93 TifETE wfe G Sdy 4TS T TS | oS catag

Tt fre sticaem o
Shri KAMAKHYA  PRASAD TRIPATHY: faxta

T3
FRA | 4T W AwAT gl @Bl FEE S v wRera i tern |
. @ Ffabea Plantation - Labour Act = THRR = 3z o
fass” 3 alF 7% e I FN W1

Speaker’s annouuncement of the namesjof the Men.nbers elected to the
‘District Minority Board, Sibsagar "District

Mr. SPEAXER: 1 have to:announce the results of -the election of
Members to the District Minority Board, Sibsagar. The num

nber of candi-
dates being equal to the number of seats vacant, the following have been
clected uncontested.—

1. Md. Saleh Ahmed, Member, Municipal Board, Jorhat,
2. Md Saifuddullah, Sibsagar.

3, Md. Abdul'Matlib, Golaghat,
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The Assam Official Language Bill, 1960
N r. SPEAKER : There is a massage from the Governor :—

T recommend under Art. 207(3) of the Constitution i
. 3 of Ind
Assam Official Language Bill, 1960 be taken into consideratiOnnb;ratl:c}: i{ssgx]s

Legislative Assembly.

Sd/.- S. M. SHRINAGESH,
Governor of Assam.
13-10-60.”

’

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Cfficial Eanguage Bill. 1;2)' évch;'a]s(l;cakcr,
consideration. n into

Mr. SPEAKER
age Bill, 1960 be take

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) :
Tezten, A 147 At ACLATCH FIR It St stes sﬁz‘ﬁieas:go. 5“*:;7’”?:
T, e enguage Bill C341 >0 offitd B4frg w1 zoars o o 41

lish Bilingual 1 Unilingual ? cewm et

e 80 Assamese Eng
or N AT 4T FCF B2 I @ AtfF 7 w@ AwEwead

e Legislat ) C
Fig 4 O frarg Clarification - 512z |

. Motion moved is that the Assam Offici
n into consideration. flicial Langu-

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister need )
ber may have her own interpretgz)i:);eply to this question.

The hon. Mem

DHINATH SARMA. (Rangiya): Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have

h;slsin through one of the most critical peri i :
beea P %3 years ago; there had been an occlz)asi::xcll i wtlr:er(x) u:veng.tlén:al e
ad to pass

' More than ; - .
through such similarly difficult time. Religion had bee ‘
which roused our people at the time to such a pitch that gu:hgt etmoflxog

ate ha

to be partitioned-

t the present moment, we have been passing ¢ o
diﬁic/l}lt situgtion. Emotions ?f icll}e I_P}eople have %ee};r:ggg: ds“:h a similarly
tion of language: Mc_mbelra "‘1;‘ :‘st °‘}11§e are certainly aWareveI;‘ the quest
sequence’ of this emOFIOHah OUStt l: 5t, 'VIV‘thh had caused an enom;o the con-
~ of soTTOW an misery 10 t ?1' ha e It d? HO,“‘C_IS certainly a ous amount
. context of these incidents whi€ {; esulte ;ﬂ this situation, Fhew?-f c of the
pardon me if I relate the circumstances, for recollection of the Mem?)g:: will

25 on the 3rd of March last that the Leader
hﬁnii:e‘: had to make 2 statement 00 t};:. floor of the fsi&&ﬁouge our Chief
ion in which demand wag m);d:an :spl(?l’ecﬁgri

debate on the Budget discuss
Assamese as an official language of the State. But it was unfort 2
unate that

his statement that Government would consider jif «
e the same d
N ) emand come
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from the minorities™ was misunderstood.  The feeling  that

had been given the right to veto the decision of the majority roused the
sentiments of the people of the As;am Valley. While on the other ‘hand,; the

same was welcomed by the people of Cachar and that of the Hill districts.

Situated as we are, and with the Population as it is composed, it had .been

certainly a good thing for Chief Minister to mention about the minorities;
in Cachar and those in the Hills. He tried to assure these people that there

would not be any question of imposition of any language on them.

the minority

But this statement roused the sentiment of the people of the Assam -
Valley districts and there was a phae of excitement and  consequent
agitation. Chief Minister understood the force of this agitatign
and realised the depth of the sentiments of the. People. And he requested
me to call a meeting of the Congress Executive in March last and this
meeting was held jointly with the party executive to decide what - attityde,
Congress Parliamentary Party should take on this Jssue of it came spécifi-
cally before-the House. There was a Prolong discussion in_this m, ting.
The Members were anxious to find out a resolution for reconciliation of the.
different sentiment of the people. - But they failed .and the result was: five
sets of proposals. Owing to this this joint meeting directed me . to call
a meeting of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committec fora further discussion.
Assam Pradesh Congress Committee was accordingly called and 1t - deli--
berated for 3 days. The members tried to find out the areas of maximum
agrcement. Accordingly a resolution was adopted on the 22nd Apnl. Tt
must be mentioned that there had bech no unanimity ; asa section of the
members from Cachar could not agrec to support it. However, this had been
the majority view. It is however unfortunate that this resolution whichr was
adopted by the Pradesh Congress Committee after a good deal of delibera-
tion and which was consistent with the ideals for which the Indian National
Congress stood for could not satisfy certain sections of the People of.
Brahmaputra Valley. ‘lhat section of the People started agitation, by
organising themselves into different Action Committees. But in spite of
this, the reports received from different districts indicated at the time thin
attendance in the meeiings. But the situation began to change when press
repofts about a demonstration held in Shillong on the 22nd May appeared,
The reported shouting of objectionanble........

Capt. WILLJAMSON A. SANGMA |Phulbari (Reserved for Schea
duled Tribes)]: On a point of order Sir, here Rule 73 of the Rules -of
Procedure and Condut of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly saysg.
“‘On the day on which any suchjmotion is made, or on any subsequent day
to which the discussion is postponed, the principle of the Bill and i

I L s general
provisions may be discussed, but the details of the B,l’ll shall -not pe
discussed, further than necessary to explain the Pprinciple,” therefore, Sir,

the hon. Member .in making his observation at this stage should confipe
himself only to the main principle of the Bill

Mr. SPEAKER .

Member kas deviated fro

Order, order, is it your opinion that the hon.,
m the {provision of this Rule ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : T think it is not necegg

. . L VO v . h arly for
him to give the entire history of the Bill in making his Statement, I think
that is a mistake. , |
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- Mr. SPEAKER : That is no point of order.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Rangiya): The r ing
:lf;ObJ“thnable slogans against the Assamesz l)anguage ‘:g;)crﬁc(;:ll;og:tng
e Pf'ess_ excited -the people whose sentiments had been already roused cn the
%I;estlondof language. Subsequent contradiction had no contrary effect
e students who had not been taking any interest in the movement so long
were now drawr} into the movement. The atmosphere of the international
world was at this time highly surcharged with explusive elements. Day in,
and day out, the Press catered about the news of various countrics where
the student were reported to be taking active parts in the politics of their
countries. Japan, Korea, '!'tgrkey_—thesc Asian countries were at this time
passing through national crisis. It is unfortunate that some of thc political
leaders in their speeches urged the students to emulate them. °‘1he lesson
of non-violence, which we nac learnt. at the feet of the Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, during the National Scruggle, was thrown into
the gutter. Besides this, Press inside and outside while publishing reports
about incidents took a partisan . view. While the Calcutta Press tried to
exaggerate the _incident, in which the Bengaleecs were victims, the local
Assam Press manimised the same. The confusion which was growing in,
the atmosphere of the country was thus worse confounded. The nerves of
the people were thus bropght to a pitch when they took any resource to be
gospel truth without caring to ascertain whethere these remours were true

or baseless.

1 do ot propose to narrate the incidents which took place in this
atmosphere. But when the a!;mosph'el:c gmdqally‘ coo}ed down, members of
the Pradesh Executive Committee again met in the middle of September at
Gauhati and took steps to find out ways and means to bring about a recon-
ciliation betweet the different views on the language question.

“This Committeg clarified the previous resolution of the Pradesh Cong-
ress Committee assuring the minorities that the same does not imply any
me a satisfactory solution that may be arrived

imposition and would welcome ¢ tG L s arri
P ous political parties, various organisations

:n consultation with the vari 2 artie
T : Cachar and the Hill districts. The Pradesh Exe-

representatives from |
Zggvé I’:Z-'ommittee felt that such consultation should be done.v\:ithom further
delay ‘and ~as such it authorised the Chief Minister, Findnce
. Minister, -Mr Ahmed also 1y humble-self as the Pradesh Congress

? : -1, the different parties and groups. Every one was

.. . ¢ - Wlth I 3 A )
to hold dlscussmnt a satisfactory solution on the language issue without

anxious to find ou
dismemberment of the State.
L . .+ +er and myself organised this discussion. For a number
* 'The Chief Mmllcsule)lace at ghillongg towards the end of the 4th week of
of the days 1t toohe first week of October. We also invited Shri G, B. Pant,

September and m ¢ o help in this matter, who was pleared to come on
Union Home Minister 10, (1.0’ gifferent polotical Part’ss Communist Party,

Revolutionary ComiFgers’ Gonforence, the Assam Sahitya Sabha,
AEastu ."‘:B?‘r?r’;dia Tribal Union, the Chief Executive Officers of the _Autonomous
@isf:ir(:: Councils representatives from District Congress Committees of the

ST

S
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United Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills, North Cachar Hills, Silchar,
Hailakandi and Karimganj. The Legislative Assembly members and M.P’s
from Cachar, Representative from the Silchar Bar Association, Language
victirp-—-Relief and Sccurity Committee, Nagarik Samity and All Assam
Manipur Association were consulted accordingly. These discussions indi-
cated three divergent views. The Sahitya Sabha and other representatives
from the Assam Valley demanded that Assamese should be declared as the
only official language for the Statc while the Cachar representatives wanted
Bengali to be one of the official languages along with the Assamese. They

wanted continuance of English till such a time when it would be replaced

by Hindi. In opposition to thesc views, some of represcntatives from the

Autenomous Hill districts are of the view that they would never accept?
Assamese as the official language now or at any time in future that is they'
stood by the resolution adopted oﬁ’tlfé’mt at a meeting
of the All Party Hill Leaders’ Conference. There was anather view amongst

some Hill members that Hindi alone should be the official language for
for the State of Assam, .~

The bilingual formula, as Shri Pantji made it clear on the eve pf his
departure to New Delhi should not be taken as an imposition from him or
the Union Government. This suggestion was offered by some members
during interviews with him. Every one of us was searching for a key to
the solution of the language problem. Each of the political parties wre
perplexed as to find out, how to assure protection to the linguistic minori-
tics. (The _hill represeniatives were on thc one hand adament as not
to accept Assamese now or at any time. The Government in this context
felt the necessity of continuing English along with Assamese side by side as
the official language. English language cannot be expected to continue in
our country for ever. Qur Constitution has also provided for its conti-
nuance for some years only.  In our State too, this would continue til
it is replaced by Hindi. I am fully aware of the difficulties of the people
of the Hills in learning Hindi. But they themselves offered to ac P t
Hindi. In this context, Government [felt—the NECESSITy O presenti n—‘cig
Bill on this formula with the promise for consideration of any proposaﬁ f ¢
improvement of the Bill, so that we may imeet the wishes of the diﬂ'f‘regi
sections of our people. In the meantime we have noticed the reaciio
of the differeut sections of the people. As it appears the reactions on t}ffs
Bill are varied. It is bound to be so in the circumstaunces we are in to-da >
But the: Bill offers us a near solution of this intricate and long-drawn r?)’:
blem. The Chief Minister in his introductory speech has requested pthe
members to offer any suggestion for improvem-nt of the Bill. 1 fee] ¢y re
is ample scope for impiovement of Bill. That can be achieved by tabling

amendments. We may search for them and come up with them in
due time.

The Members of the House are aware that we had accepted linguist;
basis for the formatinn of State. In this context different states haye b 1c
constituted recently. The desire cherished by .thc people of Assam I Cei:eg
a strong impetus from this atmosphere in India. We are Certainly aw:
of the difficulties. We are not certainly blind to the cornplexity of t}l;e
problem. We are also strongly opposed to the dismemb ©

. . erment of .
State, We do not want that the different areas which compose oy St:::
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-should be taken out. We -are certainly conscious of our Geo bein
~gituatéd on the frontiers of India, we are conscious also of the %55:& bil?l'icg
~which geography- has entrusted on us. In this context I appeal to all
f:v,Members.of thgs House, that we should not forgot the historic role wc have
ito play -in this -frontier. We should always remember that Geography
~Jooked us togetherin this part of India. But on the other hand, we cannot
dgnore 'the. gentiment-of our people. I appeal to my brothers in the Hills

. to think calmly. -

I refer to Mahatm? Gandhi—why he urged on the people of India
- to accept Hindi:as the National Language. A large majority of the pcople
.of India can exchange their thoughts and ideas in this language. It is in

use in. many places of the country.

We are to-day usingaforeign language English, for official purposes.
Itis an a: tificial situation. Mahatmaji wanted the end of this artificial
gituation and he wanted a lan uage which would bring about unity. He
. did-not want that the different languages should be suppresied. in the
. samesway, we do not want that the other languages in our State should bc
suppressed- “We cannot do this nor do we want this.
. \ .
_While suggesting amendments to rhe Bill this broad principle should be
 Kept in. view.. :..Beng?.h language is therc in Cachar. This Bill has
o t-sought 10 climinate it. And who can climinate Bengalee ? It is onc
. ofithe :chianal:-la}pg.uages accepted in the Constitution. Besides, it is onc
. of the world’s major languages—rich in modern literature

The Hill brethren cherish a fear that they will be eliminated from the
.Services, if Assamesc 13 declared as an official language in the Statc of
m. 1o remove this fear the Bill has provided to maintain English in

Assam: 0ve 1 . ,
the Secretariat till it is replaced by the National Language of india—Hindi.
2Replacement of English may take more than 15 years or so. At present,

- the people of: India has decided to maintain if till 1975. It may be that
‘this-l:lecli;ion may again be changed. Our Hilll brethren will have enough
time and opportunity t0 learn the languagee" ]

' i the District ad ministration, it has been left to their choice.

It is‘.lfc'{‘jiggg llgigsttx}';ct Council to selects. The other day in privatc_discussion
some friends of K hasi and Jainta Hills wa.ntcd that the Khasi language
o be. ationed on ihe text «f the Bill. I feel that such insertion
should be mehe owers of the District Council—guaranteed by the Consti-
wo?ld cuﬂat '01: propose to proloag this discussion. While co_nclqug,‘ I
tution. - 1do ¥ t the appeal to all Members. This is{ a historic occasion
‘propose. Lo repgad oes back today to those times in history when our Hijj
ind g houldsr with men of the. Plam against foreign

t inspire us today to stand

- forus, Mym™ ,
I ‘ : jlder to s \
; 'f?x:et%tenfo‘ﬁg;i%%:e historic rqemotles_qf the pas
"Bi;: xbe;?;idé and join us in solution of this problem.
;.f '-'3 \‘-‘. . ey .

Do e Thank you, Sir.
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 *Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the issue of Assam’s Official language has becn ripping the minds of our
pcople ever since the Constitution of India came into force. During the
las: few months this demand was bnldly raised by the people, and the
movement for tl.e realisation of this demand will remain as a bright chapter
in the history of our State. But it also brought a dark chapter due mostly
to the failure of the Gavernment to take appropriate action in time. This
demand has become irresisti

ble and the Government have bowed down to
the demnd of the peoplc a:

1d after much painful labour they have delivered
this Bill which is described as the Official Language Bill. But in reality this

Official Language Bill has given a concept of bilingual State and nobody in

the State is claiming this Bill ; ncither the people of the Brahmaputra
Valley nor the people of Cachar,

nor the people of the Hills. The people
of the Brahmaputra Valley, after the introduction of this Bill, have orgamised
many public meetings in almost all the towns and townships, and they have
demanded that Assam should be declared an unilj

lingual Stat« and Assamese
$hould be the only official language of the State. This demand has been
made not only by the Assamese People but also * by all the linguistic g:oups

residing in the Brahmaputra Valley. Whether Bengalee or Behari or Rajas-
thani or Orya or Nepali or Punjabi, all have demanded that Assamese
should be declared as the only official language of the State. Now, the
people of Cachar, pariicularly the big section of the people, .do. not find any
shape ot their aspiration in this Bill, and they are not claiming this &ili,
The hill people also find that in this Bill there is the danger of future Assami.-
sation of the whole hill people and so they areals. not claiming it.
Naturally, therefore, a question arises—what is the solu.t'ien that will
reasonably satisfy the whole people of the State ? That question takes us to

the basic question : why a State language is necessary and why a p. ovision

in Article 345 of the Constitution of India was inserted by the framers of the
Constitution ? - Now the Constitution of India reflects the basic policy of
the Indian National Congress, The Indian National Congress in ‘the
British days raised the concept of Swaraj before the people and that
couception gave the people of India an idea that they would be able to run
the Government in their own way and in their own language, which the

speak and understand. That gave the concept of linguistic State. The
Indian Nati- nal Congress not only helieved in this policy, they actually
impliemented this policy. During the British days the Congress organisation
was linguist.cally divided and the Congress provinces were also divided
accordingly, Now, that is a very healthy concept and I think it is a correct
policy that the Congress has taken. But that also. cr&atefi a new Problem.
What is that problem ? Fiom on:e nation it has given rise to conglomara-
tion of small nationalities. There is] unity in diversity. But even then the
movement started by Gandhiji gave rise to the national sentiment. But I
do not hold that that national sentiment is progressive which is rather
capitalistic and reactionaiy. Nationalism is progressive because in it lies
the development of a nation or small nationalities to a certain extent, and
for that it is necessary. We find in the whole world that there is movement
for liberation from celonialism and fight against Imperialism and that is on
national basis, Whether in Indo China or in Arab countries we find that

the movement for eman:ipation, movement for throwing away the shackles

*Speech not corrected.
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of colonijalism take a national shape. So, that is progressive and healthy.
Here in India also the national movements of every linguistic group have
their own aspirations. They like their own customs and they want to go up
in the 'adder of progress, and that is a healthy sign.

" But nationality should be allowed to develop Now if S:viet Russia
or U.S.A, practise natinnalism to the full they would be called reactionarics,
_because they must think in terms of the whole w.rld. But here the

sentiment of nationalism should be allowed to develop to a certain extent.
_That policy automatically root out [rom the conception of linguistic states.
Now, what is linguistic States ? In.the Statements ol Objects and Reasons
of the Bill it has been correctly stated that in order t> allow the people to
have a closer participation 1n the administrajion of the State so that they
can participate in the different branche: of administration, we must have
_an official language, i.c., the language of the people. The Government must
‘be 1un by the lJanguage of the people ; and for full play of democracy, that
'is necessary. For the full play of democracy iwo things are essential. [Lirst
of all,-decentralisation of power, t.e., power should be given at the base,
and at the samc¢ timc people must have a chance to run their administration
- in their own way, 1n their own language. People want to participate,
__people want to understand the rule of the Government want to understand
. the policy of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary, otherwise
people would not undcrstand the ruies of the Government,

: Now, if this princjple ig correct that the people should be allowed to
run their Government in their own language, and if this principle is allowed
to all the linguistic groups then the people of Cachar may legitimately claim
that they should have a rlght to run thegr own Government in their own
language ; People of the Hills also have a right to claim that they should be
allowed to run their own administration in their own language. Once we

- ‘accept this principle, the people of the Hills who speak diffcrent languages
a'so have a right. 1hir language may be undeveloped, but they are proud

of their language, they aspire that their language should prosper and their

language should have a proper place in the comity of Languages. So,

- that aspiration should also be resp_ectc;d.

s

“the formula in this Bill ? We are speaking so many
dy should have a right to run their own administration
But how one Janguage is going to solve this
Heie in the modern world we do not

Now what is
languages. Everybo
in their own language.

ili 1 State. 17C0°. oy
problem of ungig%:ano - even Sikkim or Bhutan which is unilingual,
find a single any as 10 languages, but no State in India js

In Switzerland there are as m lc have ted Hindi to be the /i
ST OWH . o of the peopic accep € the lingyq
el MY g Indis | b1, e i 14 oot
the people speak in Hindi. Then why f e ll 33 deen made the national
' language ? Becauge another 14 cror es of people understand it, and it is the
ked up by other language groups. That is

>nly language which can be picke >
why it ks been chosen ag the national language for India,
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Here, in our State we find that population of Assamese speaking people
is 4971 lakhs.

engali speaking people 1517 lakhs.

Assamese speaking people constitute 56°29 per cent,

Bengali speaking people constitute 194 per cent.

Hindi speaking pcople constitute 3-35 per cent.

Garo speaking people constitute 2:36 per cent,

Khasi speaking people constitute 2:30 per cent.

Bodo speaking people constitute 1'74 per cent,
All the rest are below one lakh only.

So, what we find here.  We find that the major linguistic group is the
Ass imese speakinu people, i.e., 56°29 per cent people speak Assamese. That
is the Census figure, and in 1960 this figure may be a bit higher, because in
the mean time some people have adopted Assamese, or they have lent their
support to the Assamese language to be the official language. Therefore we
must look into the interest of the other linguistic groups and also the major
group, We should try to have our official language by mutual respect

and
understanding, by adjustment and persuation, Here, no other language has
the claim to be the offlcial language other than Assamese. If we think of

constitution of a linguistic State, if we think that our state must be run with
the language of the people, then Assamese alone should be declared as the
sole official language. But in doing so, all oiher linguistic groups must be

respected, and given a right to run their own administration in thejr own
way and own language.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. I have_ got requests from many
hon. Members who are willing to take part in the debate. But time is
limited ; we shall have to complete our debate on this subject to day by
4 p.M., and I propose to reserve the last half an hour for .the Leader of the
House to reply. So it would be proper if we divide the time so that all the
speakers ¢ take part in it, Therefore, I propose to fix the time limit for

any hon. Member not more than 10 minutes ; but in case of Party or Group

Leaders some concession should be given. I think it will satisfy the
Members,

1 feel that as many hon. Members as possible should take part ip the
debate because this is an important subject and they have th.en‘ Own say in
the matter. Therefore, they should be given chance. So, if you ¢

. [ : 0 not
adhere to the time-limit then most of the Members will be deprived of the
chance to speak.

(Voices :  yes, yes).
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' CaptWILLIAMSON "A.SANGMA  [Phulbari (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes]) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this being a vcry(Rimporlant Bill,
I do not know whether it will be desirable at all to limit the time. More-
over, it appears that for discussion of the Bill, limitation of titne is not
prescribed by the rules. Therefore, in view of that, will it be desirable for
the House to come to a decision to fix the time limit for discussion on this
very important Bill ?

Mr. SP EAKER : The right of fixing the time-limit lies with the
Spcaker. But as the Bill is an important one, I wint to be guided by the
eensc of the House, and as far as I understand, the sense of the Hous " is
that there should be some time-limit, because I think the hon. Members will
feel very much boring to hesr repetition of speeches, or repetition of some
point by every Member. Therefore, as far as possible, Members will try to

avoid'repetltion; and if they avoid repetition, I think our time will be
sufficient.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Democracy mcais
the rule of the majority. 1n modern age the concept of democracy is not only
the rule of the majority, but the majority must take responsibility and intcrc
st of protecting the legitimate rights of the minority. Similarly, the minority
should see that the mooring from which the minority suffer is realised when
caughtwp and that th.e minority. do not stand an impediment in the dcve-
lopment of ' the majority. Unless these things are combined, we cannot
have fair play: Now, here, it is the duty of - the minority g;‘oﬂp to se
proteaion’:bf the majority group that they should get the full scope and at
the same time'they should also get the fullest scope for the development of
the minority language in the State, which unifice the people. Here, Sir, the
problem arises irom the district of Cachar and Autonomous Hills Diistricts.
They have their owh language; tradition and culture. But I purposely call
the people of the Hills non-tribal. Because if Shri Sangma is a tribal, then

T wyself s 2 man‘of pre-historic age. In Ppre-historic age everyone was

tribal.

Now, Sir, the people of the Hills should realise that they should have
their own language to develop, so they must Co-operate with. -thc majority
]anguistic group of the State. '.(.)the;‘wnse,' it is not possible for them to
dcv% their languages. In this connection, I must appreciate the state-

-made by the Chief Minister in October las’. But had he been made

Now he is a perfect specimen of neuclear age.

¢ made

:Iﬁ?:;;:tmcmé it in ;March,, mich of the trouble would have been averted.
Vinless we have taken that COREEPUDS we cannot have unilingual State. Wé
have- diversity and there must be unity in chvexj%_ty. )
is Rhino and it is correct because the two havé the
i.e., the skin and the force. But in ray opi'n.i'on, the
uid have been _the Brahmaputra _having so many tributaries

kinds of water with different - colour from different origing
mbined t0 make this, river a mighty one. Sois the case
L ane ey at > have different tributaries which represent their depen-
‘with our State. ¢ T"léY represent their separate entity and at the same

dence ‘and integrity-

- #g peech not corrected.
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time, they contribute to the formation of this mighty Brahmaputra, Like-
v.1-wise, we find so many different languages -and culiure which contribute to
the growth of the Assamese language, and welfare \of the State. :In -ghis
connection'I should like to emphasise one point. 'The speciality of ‘the Stdte
is'the beauty of our State. This diversity of the people of :different -ratare
lends colour and speciality to .our State. But if we remain runited-eur
development will be quicker and if our brothers and sisters of the Hills.fael

‘that it is not 'possible to develop their own .Janguage-if theyremain - with
Assam, in that case, 1 think, it is better, we se

parate-as brothers, d:strongly
believe and appeal to them that in that way different tribes and groups of
‘hill people will be able to retain their integrity. So, I think that will be-the
correct solution.

Even in the matter of official language I am very much dissatisfed-that
‘English has been brought as official language.

Mr.'SPEAKER : Order, order, your time is over,

-Now, - Mr. Thang-
lura,

‘shri A, THANGLURA [Ajal-West (Resered dor Sohwdvled
‘Tribes)]: Mr. Speaker, Sir .though the other day, .as the ‘Chuirmanof the
‘Gouncil of Action of .the All .Party Hills Leaders’ ‘Conference, 1 gpposet
the motion of the introduction of the Bill, ‘yet today .I.shall be failing in ‘my
duty, if 1 do not express my-thanks to -the Chief Minister ifor Plucing
this matter before the House for discussion as I.believe-that -the world' wil |
know who are the people in Assam who -are really eager 'to 'maintain ‘the
integration of the State or wh_o are the people in -Assam ‘who happened :to
‘be merely swayed by the sentiment of the language fanaticism.ortthe \political
greediness.  Well, Sir, in this House, quite a2 number of Bood -bills ‘had
been introduced and passed which really benefited this august House. But
today, with all .apology, I must say that owing to this language issue: which
is rather disruptive in nature this House which has got terrific trallition
behind it, seems to me like a the:}t.reroqm'wher.e the sick' .man 6f -Assam. is
being operated. And the condition, inderd, is very cntical too, -as such T
feel somewhat diffident to express myself over th}s sorry state -of ‘affairs, Sir,
as we know the members of Negotiating Comfmttee and others have ‘been
making an earnest effot to find a  solution by way -of ‘this so —called
compromise Bill. But its effect is little worse than _useless, In fact,
it is like trying to put out fire in a house \A{nth keresine oil or pétrol.
While the process of reasoning applied to this Bill could be mo

¢ : ] ore spatious even
than sound the Bill all the same, becomes quite pathetic as it

the people of the Plains nor the people of the Hills. So today, I rather take
my stand to lame 1t for the departed spirit of the bill. Sir, ‘we'have ‘exerted
ourselves in  quite a number -of discussions and quite a good deal of
talks had taken .place, but so far our efforts seem to be fruitless,
The more we engage ourselves in the talk, the more the matter get flaved
up. Sir, I do notknow how the honourable Members take it, but 1 ‘for
one, will still maintain that the stand taken by the Chief Minister ‘during
the last Budget Session seems to be the most conducive and the best one

At that time, the Chief Member was considerate apd sympathetic enough a.;,
to say that the Government should prefer to wait till the demand of  the
Assamese 2s official language of the State comes from the non-Assamese

neither satisfieg
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people. ‘As' a tribal myscll, I had been wvery much taken up by
that' statement. I felt quite heartened and a sense of security too.
But Sir, while the sad music of that humanity is still pervading in
this House, the Chief Minister had to make another statement which com-
pletely buried the previous statement of his delivered during the | udget
session. Sir, I feel that the Statement of the Chief Minister given in  the
month of june presented itself before the Tribal as the perfect picture
of the death of our hope in the Assam Government. Though I feel rather
afflicted and distressed by the remarkable committment of the Chiell Minister,
"f do not blam= him altogether. 1 rather resign myself to the thought that
the voice that had won Mr. Chaliha tremendous reputation specially
amongst the Tribal people, now scems to be vanishing along with
his failing health. In fact, I really associate myself with him over his agony
that had been caused by cruel circumstance of today that I nearly
drown myself in the depth of his sorrow. Vgir, today as a layman who has
_ been suffering from intellectual proverty, I do not consider myself to be
qualifie enough to comment on the Assamese language. But Sir, cven
. assuming that Assamese l': the most beautiful language and the riches
‘] language of the world, T just want to kuow whether we are more concern with
the declaration of Assamese as the official language of the State or  the
Intregration of the State.  As I said, Sir, Assamese might be a very beautiful
langoage and the rlc_hest language, but I feel that we must think rather in
terms of the in‘egration of the State of Assam more than anything clsec.
And this really is the challenge to the Assamese brethren. Sir, actually
have no ill feelings towards the Assamese brethren. T do respect the their
sentiment. But Sir, I feel that the Assamese brethern should have the wisdom
and decency to realise the 'f'r.:eling of the minority. After all in a  healthy
Democracy, it is the majority that always show good gesture by accommodat-
ing the view and feelings of the minority. Sir, now the Assamese bre-
therns are speaking about their apprehension that they might be wiped ol
by the Bengalec. If the Assamese people who are quite advanced and who
h.ve got facilities and security could entertain such apprehension, then
what about the Iribals who have less security and facility. At least in the
Constitution, there is provision for the Assamese language, but so far as the
_Tibals are concerned there is no such provision. There is no sccurity for
their Janguage like the Assamese languagel Anyway, apart from this, I want
the hon. Members to know that. Atter all, Chistory reveals  that Assam
hippros o be united state just because of its neutral language-that is English?
It cannot be said thatis an artifical language as maintained by Shri
giddhi Nath 8arma Dangaria. /Sir, English 15 a neutral language for us it
keeps us all on the footing of equality. "Then apart from English,  Ilindi
somehow or other has become nentral language .‘101‘ us. »ir, keeping in view the
intcifi'ity of the State of Assam I.do advocat_c for a neutral languugc'so thz}t
. amity and love may prevail amongst the people of Assam. ‘Chat is
PEgr il zll)PCHI to the Assamese brothers to come to their proper senses
why L b 1 have more rgard for the integration of the State or for the
whether : 103,/! t is lanmm,;@ after all when there is no charity or love amongst
language. yyha 31;0 i;; yorLant isthe spirit of mutual vnderstanding ang
ours:lves. ‘Vhaf’,lit ()ur"'}Vf‘S) As St. Paul said in his first letter to  the
co-operation amoigs 3 lve the tongues of men and  of angels and

realc with

di s« Though I:speas wit e ., 213

‘Curmih?nﬁnrity 1 am become 'S sounding brass or a tinkling symbol.’
have notl che 3

samese to be as good as the angelic language,’
e 3

.S‘v it is it, supposin As
o what is it, Supposing = =%, "o hfronted  the State 7 We  should

in view of the cricumstances
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approach this problem with a sens= of integration. Meanwhile T must also
say that I really understand the Position ol the Assamese People, but  when
the State is to go through a crisis, it will be Dbetter if we step back to  the
idcal statement of the Chief Miuister.  That will be the proper solution for
us. “But if the Assamese people insist by dint of their majority that then
Assamese should be the official language and press the passing of this bill, the
do not blame us. Peresonally 1 am not fascinated with the terms of segpara=
tion. But when the aspirations of the ‘.'\ss;mmsc people cannot be stopped,
then we shall move for separation. .—\!ymu_gh we shall have to come across
«lifficuitics and hardships, yet with full mspiration, asa song AaYS “(:):1\\-';er
-Chrisli;m _._saldi_cli_u_m_r_c_l_:_iu:;;- 2S5 u ’—,fl\l?,i}]lj . .\\—'c \ .:“']‘L:‘li-l-“hl”"‘h l()\‘\'.alds (?ul‘
‘promised land’ where Assamese t"“"l __"““, _”Ut ung '—':" ““" ‘t.“'“c' ’-iixiter
all, christianity taught wus that there s no  resurrection  without
cruification,

But, Sir, if we can adopt I-iimli‘ \\'I.xiv'l'x‘ Is t‘h'c neutral l_amguagg as our
official language, it will be an ideal. I"J'.uuh.ul:l l_)‘(, ‘11,31}: to ulmc the Assmncs.c.
Bengalies and the Tribal as it was done by the English 1_..:1:1guugc 'T-ulld a]l‘ will
bome fnall o opi i Sl e Dcnmcm‘cy and which is most beneficial.
e q . S')r this wiil be my last speech so far as this language bill is
2::{1)1’(::;.‘1) ’Ii’ 1‘;1’ct \\;hcn Assam 18 l-)_b‘i“_g murdered by the heavy blow of
majority, I will have no hand 1 1t.

con=-
the

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Ralnpl_n') s N Spcal‘;qr Sir, I
have listened very carcfully to ““’_SJJL\_:UII made just now by my b rieud Mr
‘Thanglura, I appreciate his scPtmlm,t.s 1‘111(1 1 appreciate his desire~te
"work with us and to live ‘Wl.ih us, L reciprocate all these. But bl.l', we ha_w:
to take into account the feelings of the people we are fepresenting.  While
doing 0, Ws shall try to l,uwc maximum nd_]usmxc‘ut. b}l} .I am not in f&}vour
of separation. At one time I w;_l‘lli‘cd_c\re'u i\’Iam’pur’ {1'113111'&1 )an{l N.E.F.A
to be tagged to Assam so t}xat .thls region in tllc_ East of East 1 ak:sta‘n _cou!d
develop and flourish and .llvc mn PCM‘“_ and flm_l‘t!’- H?‘-}’lllg that mission in
my mind I cannot think for a moment the dismember ment of the Present
State of Assam. I Delieve that we the plains 3 oople ad dls PEORISt Livsip
together can benefit each other and develop this State. Keceping this in our
mind-with all humility I would also _request them  to consider ll}e_ very
surpose of an official language—to consider the large volume of ~ OPinion in
favour of one lauguage being declared as the eﬂlcl.al language ot the State,

- Sir, my friend Shri .§‘hanglurz§ has said that English should __ Temain as the
neutral language which will bind us ;11[0gcthel:. He has said chat wha’E 1_1as
united us is the English language. T cannot, Sir, agree with this proposition
and reading of bistory. If anything has.unitcd us, 1t 15 our hlStOI‘Y., it is our
geography a{;d the very {act th‘at we live together. Thercforg, Sir, I have
always considered, especially after Independence, the English language
10 be a languagC_Oi convenience and not a neutral language of our pPeople

" through the medium of which we can express ourselves.

If you look, Sir, to articles 343 (2) and article 345 (2) both

Tt are separate,
In both cases English comes i

ndependently and we find that English has
been retained not as a national language but as a language of

o lily so as to make it easy for the switchoover. ‘Therefore » Sir, w
spPosed to retention of English till it ought

convenience

> € are not
to be rentained, Article 345
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unlike article 343 does not put a time limit for it. As I have said  uuder
the provision of Article 345 En_glish comes independently as a language of
co venience and, therefure, it is not necessary that when  English will  be
reneved-at-the Union levely it should also be removed immediately  af the
Stav-level: So I would have liked to see a spirit of working this formula
as while-this will make Acsamese the State language, Fnglish will continu€
side by side. Nobody in the State may feel any inconvenience and if in the
meantime we can work together and understand cach other better and
remove ouf misunderstanding  prejudices perhaps  we shalll be able to
accept Assamcsc as the sole language and give goodbye to Engish for cver.
That- is a clallenge for all of us and let us accept it.

Sir, I have also thopg_ht whether it is possible or not for Assam also to
have a Linguistic Commission as envisaged under article 344 (1) and
develop that lJanguage as epvlsagc:l in article 351 by borrowing from tribal
languages. 1 am not a puritan 1n.thc: matter of lJanguages. I want that _ all

ages, the languages of the tribal l.)rcthrcn, to develop side by side.
lla{:ﬁgw. there are: some words in the tribal languages which are more expres-
ive and would-like to borrow those words and expressions so that Assamese
i t be the monopoly of the Assamese people but shall be shared by
WIH not ns of the people- and it will be language of the people of As.am.
all ?ecuc;his interregnum we shall try for it and it we try, I have faith in
PDuring incenuity and in human capacity and 1 feel that we can develop
human nf But for this we have to decide here and now—not because it
this langud_-,c;l Janguage of the Assamese people but because it is undermstood
is the cpmm}f; tlic ma_?ority of ths people, no matter what is the Percentage
.§P0k6ﬂl :pcaki“g it—give a star. to the process of developing  that
of the Peog)ethe process of unification, Can we not engajse ourselves to that
laﬂg‘f‘g%@n we not €engage ourselves to make the State beautiful ? I have
task ht that by decliring Assamese as the State language, we shall  not
thq?fc 6thér-langua;e_s. If any one considers his language to be superior on
dea account, because it i, made official languagze I will consider him to be
;h:gimr_ to.the Assamese languagc itself. 1 want that we must respect all
JanguAges: - I respect the Bengali language: ; 1t 1s one of the richest in  the
oxid-. BY: making the Assamese language as the State language we do not
to suppr.css.an}g language:, we do.not waaot-to deride. to. any languagc.

.

1If that is. done that will be. end of. our language too.

What are-the purposes of an official language ? One of its purposes is

he: administration closer to the people. If that be the purpose,

ust fall back upen a language: which 1s immediately. understood

therd W& ajority: of the people. Im that view: if we accept that languages
chrsifﬁn ihat official language -will‘also be limited in its scope. So far as
24

: tgen;- rimary education; is concerned, I reiterate that article 350A is applica-
the: P

e m; Gpvernment: to make it mandatory so- that evep
! Wa‘?f, t{lﬁeﬁslf?éé R’s. in his mother tongue. T also want Bodo. :‘g
child may lea Cihe pfimal‘Y stage and it claim such a place. Similarly
ce ducation. is concerned ariicle-29,and: 30:are thera o
afeguards the _int.erCSflt of tl}ﬁ-]mlr}orlmes to start secondany;
g Is and, get - grant. at pak with, others. thi erciore, so. far- as education
f’;‘;ﬁﬁcﬁne& “official language will have notung to,do. So far as inter State

communiqéﬁion,, is. copcerned, articln’ 340 15 there and: article 346 makes.
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not the Assamese languaze as the language of inter-State communication
but the English language now and Hindi at a later date, So far as debates
in this House is concerned, we arc our own masters, I cannot conceive
of a day when_this House will make the Assamese language compulsory for
the purpose of debate. Then, the High Court has its own language. So
far as representation is concerned, under article 350 anybody can submit it
in his own language. Therefore the scope of an official language is  very
limited. It is not going to suppress.or aflect any other language. Therefore,
I humbly request those who have not hccn_nblg to reconcile with  the idea
of having one official langunage for the entire State lo‘cunsldcr .lhl_s aspect of
the matter. Let ns develop Assamese the language of the majority of the
people comprising words from every vocabulary so that we can be proud
of our own achievement.

Sir, I do not Propose to go into the Bill. in_ detail. The present Bill
which is before us docs not envicage that thing. The present Bill is a bilingu-
lal one which satifies nobody. I read in the paper a few days ago a report-
of a speesh of Shri Khagendra Nath Nath in the _A.l’.C.G.—and creticising
the Bill te is reported to have posed the question as—‘whose baby’ is this
1 think that is.a very corre:t approach, And, therefore, Sir, I~ would
say that we do not disturb the language of the people in the district level
of the administration where the languages are bound to be different. Let us
have at least one language in the State level for a very limited propose which
will not affect anybody in any sphere. If we do that, we shall be able to
progres:. §i1‘, I have seen the A.P.C.(‘.."s. 1'(‘.co_m;mcndati0n. 1 have kept
an open mind. [ appreciate what lhc.Clnci‘ Minister said, He has also
kept an open mind and I can assure him. that our opposition will also be
responsive ard constructive in this matter. We want not to impose our
Janguage on any one. Mr, Thanglura used the words linguistic fanaticism
It is favaticisn, Sir, to demand that language of ihe majority be made 111(;
official language of the State. Does.it preach hatred against any language
Then, Sir, all the States are to be blamed. There is language fanaticigni
everywhere because in allthe States, although. there are minorities one lane-
uage has been made the official language. There are huge numbers of tribgl
people in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, but they did not make any demand j
the same manner. Even Bihar passed a Bill making one lauguage the offi ci?l
Janguage. Therefore, Sir, I would once more appeal-to every body to tackle
this problem with reasonings and we also reiterate that all the constitutional
safeguards must be fully implemented so.that nobody can suffer, here. e
reiterate that if Goverement failed in implementing these safeguards and cay, -
any wrong, 1 can say we would see that the Government implement théi:
safeguards, scrupulously and sftrlctly. And in that background, I would
request you all to have one official language and only one, so. that w

. 2 b
develop, and live together with full trust and sympathy to each otl(::? ‘

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara): sy
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- T in a language in which they can be most at their ease. The. language question
. " must not be made a matter for political wranglings. It has to be consi-
St dered from the stand-point of bringing the administration closer to the
masses, of bringing about the actual pariicipation of the common people in
Government. 1t is on the basis of this understanding thit the democratic
forces in the country have always stood and compiigned for the replacement
of English by respective  regional languages ol the State as the official
language, i. ¢. as the languag: of ad .ninistrati mn, (:tl{x(fzitithl, court, and the
1% legislatures. Though Hindi is he oilicial language of the U‘uion, it would
o be quite wrong to attempt to make Hindj to take the place of English in the
wfi regional sphere as the non-Hindi to speaking States are concer. ed. For
’ All-India purposes, gradually and in a planned way, Hindi has to replace
e English. It is in this spirit that the Constitution of India has made Hindj
the Official Langua e of the Union of India under Arc. 313 and has autho-
rised- the Legislature ofa State under Art. 345 to adopt by law any one
or more of the languages in use in the State or Hindi as the language or
-y languages to be used for all or any o the official purposes of that State,
subject of course to the provisy that  uatil the [(:gl:il:ltu‘l‘c ot the State
authorise provides by law t_he_luughsh‘langu:tgc shqll continue to be wused
for those official purpgoses within the State for which It was being useq

immedia ely bzlore the comm:ncement of the Cohnstitution.

2
L
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Sir, let us not forget -that the beauty of India is its unity in diversity.
Let us not forget that with the grnw‘th and development of our national
movement amonz the broad masses ol our people two romnlcmentm‘y ten-
dencies developed side by side in the linguist.c field. Hindi ip the All-India
scale symbolised th: unity of Ladia against 1.-11[)0..:::111.\*111 and began increa-
singly to be used as the common medium at national ga herings. Side by

- . side with this, and no way antagonistic to it, increasing attention and de-
2 votion t> rezional languages could be scen. As the national apd democratie
/ movements penetrated to the very thi':k\nr‘ Indian humanity, Indian uuity
hegan to nuunlc.ﬁli itself in the wonderfully rich diversity ol our country

and its culture. The dillerent provincial Congress Committees were formed

on linguistic basis agd the field was rhcing prepared  for linguistic States
after the attli:m}cnt of independence. ‘ J.-‘h(_):‘}t} wuo talk too glihiS:- of “linguivm
| and banter as f‘lssip:u‘o‘us the !1‘01‘1d for .Llllllln:_{l-l:-ll States would do wgll ‘t-)
i ponder a little over this aspsct of the history of our national movement.

- —n

While takmg a firm stand on the principle of a unilingual State,

=i not ignore Lhc_ (lut.y'an;l !'us:)onsxl);htv ol s:llcgu‘nrclm_z the rigits an

of linguistic minoritizs within each region. It is NEcss:ary to ward
b ] . -

chavinism towards tha languages of mumority groups

one canp
d interest
o any

We should alapx‘oalcll the']ungungc qug:sti(n_i in Assam l_)caring this Clcarly

in. mind.  We must remember that Assam is epitome of In lia. [t ig Y

3 Jte State ancl a rural society with various peoples at dilfereng leve's p(){-‘
74 c.vilisation ant speaking various hng-uages an_d d alects of different Stag

}f‘ of development.  Our langnage problem is a dl[ﬁ::l-ﬂt one. It has been mzdes‘

| more difficult and complicated by the wrong policies pursu d by (he Gover Y

| ment as well as by its Jack o policy in many respects. Pointiny oyt thni-h

difficulties some people advise us to solve the problem (o indefinite fulures

e These counsels must be rejected. It must be remembered that the ekt

problem is a part and parcel of our total problem on hational reconstruction,



48 THE ASSAM OFFICIAL LANGUAGE BILL, 1960 (18ra Ocr.,

correst policics on this question have to be
t would be dangerous and desstructive to allow
d cha's to continue. ‘There are disruptive
and chauvinistic forces already at work to whip up animositics and divide the
ople. These disruptive forces can be countered only by a correct, just and
democratic policy- Let us approach the problem {rom that angle.

and precisely for this reason,
evolved and implemented. I
the present position of drift an

According to the ceasus of 1951 thcre ar:as many as 182 Indian and
93 foreign languages and dialects prevalent in Assam. There are as many as
10 principal languages ‘with speakers numbering oae lakh or  more. The
_principalr nes are—Assamese with about 55 per cent population, Bengali with

about 19 per cent ‘population and ‘Hindi with about 3 per cent populatum_
the framears of the Clonstitu-

We:are, therefore, facing th= samz problem as
tion faced in deciding, what [ndian language should be the offic’al language
.of the Union-of India. Except for the iransitional period, we areto rule
out /English as the Corfstitution did. Though ‘the number of Hindi-speaking
.people was only about 43 per cent of the Indian.populatlon, though Eng-
Jish played a unifying role in ‘the formative stage of Indian nationhood
though English had established itself as the language of the Indian intclligcn:
flearning of English ‘was inevitable and

tia, though for international purposes
though acceptance of Hindi meant that the Hinni speaking population of

5 to 7 ‘Crores would find itsell to be more advautozeous position vis-a-vis the
rest, ‘Hindi has to be chosen as the official -language of the Union because
that was the.languaze of gsingle major group ot Indians. Qn the context of
_Assam, therefore, the choice of Assamese as the offizial language of the State
. evitable and quite reasonable, It should be remembered that the 3 laks
Hindi-speaking people in Assam are _scattcrcd throughout th;:
State and they arc not conccntfatcd in any parqcular place or places 1In
eontra;t, Bengali, Khasi, Lushal z}nd~Mtklr .spt:akmz_‘p_copk: are concentra-
ted -in the district of Cachar, Upued Khasi and Jaintia Hills. Garo Hill
Mizoram and Mikir Hills. Hindi has no-better claim than any onec of thess
Janguage to be.an official language at-the Statf: ‘leyle. If the principle o€
bilingualism at the State level with Hiqdl therein is accﬂpt‘?d:"hc logical angdf
: hevitable consequence will be-far reaching. We are totally and unequi:ocally
in i to the cinciple of bilingualism  at the State level with Hindi as o

D3e P i Hindi as the first pParapraph ne
u mention it in the opening clause 3:

of the two languages whether yc})lu mention
P —whether YO :
nd plragraph a .shOllld })c the Slatc 1ﬂngua & Ot-

intthe e I pinio Assamcs

- the PtVIsO- n our-opinion 8527 t ngua
A tam p'Thouurh the 1.test resolution 0O the A. .P..'(J C. proposes slight)
Assam- 8 se from a very subsidiary position as Wigiu;u]z

status of Assame Y4
tirrl;cthe Bill it has retained the pilingual formula. In some s
; C. C’s latest is crude moreover to bluil' the people ane;

11 presently see.

to rais€
provided
respects
disrupt

the A.F.

th.ir unity as we s @

Once We accept ti€ positi?ln o}f‘ P;ssa!;rgt_:scllc:ngtl:age as the State langu g
i that subjec o the conti ape
. b ¢ atura Y o g nuanCe : B
1|':dfgllc{)v;s sildc with As amese i:or the transitioral period, under Olt;r;:'_lgllsh
si ; . ances, Acts, Bills, O:«ders, Regulations, Rules Bquo o
Art. e be made in Assamese. The sec nd proviso A \ly-lleS’
ly unnec~ssary but is ar indication of the ‘ieconc(f ause 3
) _ : "
gubsidiary stat!® 1GRL0 tgl ¢ Assamese Janguage at the St.te !ew-lry ?tn_d
finguage, butthe Beogall fanguage and the languages of
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the Hills whicly bave not Leen maae State languases for which these provi-
sions are necessary,

Th: A P.C. C's latest proPosal regarding Cacharis a crude and
nischicvous attempt at sowing the see’s of disruption.  As there could be
- no doubt atout the status of the Assamese language in the districts of the
Brahmaputra Valley, there can be no doubt about the status of Bengali in
the district of Cachar. As we consider as provocativ: and digruptive any
<uzgession of any ol or kuave that Soalpara district or any subdivision
(nereol is anvthing but Assamrsc-st caking, as  provocative or disruptive,
(he same is bound to b the fecling of the peaple «f Cachar, more than
80 per cent of whom are B ngali sPeaking, that  here should be any ques-
tion-mark about the status of Bengali language there. No parallel can be
drawn between Gachar and the Hilis districts. If any parellel is to be
drawn it n.ust be between the Plains districts of the Brahmiputra Valley and
Cachar. It is incorrcet to equate @ Mahakumq Parishad with a district or
Regional Co'mcil.  Whil» the district or regional council under the 6th
Sevedule of the Constitution is formed aud recognised by the Constitution
itsell with some legislative powers and functions as though they were
Jdistninutive legislatures, Mahakuma Parisads by no stretch of imagination

can be given tnat status,

We should also remember that the opposition to the Bill from wide
sections ¢f hills population are also—and more so——glue to other reasons
like the in smarting grievances in matters administrative, legislative, finan-
cial and cultural “The majority community’s app_rO&Ch to there problems
and aspirations should be tempered with humility and understanding.
What they need are not safeguards but special rights and privileges for
Jeveloping their language, culture, economy and ways of life. They must

have full and unfe-tersd rights and opportunities 10 8TOW according to
their .wn geaius. All sther minor-ties also should be unfettered righis and

\ opPortunities t « take cqual and intelligent part in the cultural and adminis -
. trative spheres of the State.

An view of the statement of the Chicf Minister that he has kept an
open mind and that he would consider suggestions 0 improvement of
the Bill from all quarters, we on behalf of the Communist Party of India
yenture 1o suggest that the Bill will not be accebtabic and will not be
(hc " est interest of the country unless and until 1t 1S amended on the

1, following lines:.—

(1) No bilingualism in any shape, in auy form at the State level.
Assamese shall be the State language of Assam.

}
;]' (2) The use of English shall not continue beyond what has been
pmvided in Article 345 of the Constitution of India, i. €., beyond the

. interim period.

(3) While there will be every encouragement left to Hindi as India’s
national language it shall not be brought from that pedastral tq ‘th
State level in Assan, €

(4) In additin to the State level, Assamese shall be u
jucluding d'strict level in the districts of Goalpara Kar:ﬁg u;]);o 2nd
Nowgong Sibsagar and Lakhimpur. P Darrang
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(5) Bengali shall be the language upto and including the district
level in Cachar,

(6) Upto and including District Council status-quo shall be retained
in the 6th Schedule Districts unless and until the District and Regional ;
Councils concerned decide otherwise.

(7) The State will provide all possible opportunity, aid and assistance
for the use of the languages of the Hills and Cachar as the mcd’u‘un of edu-
cation upto the University level for the people of these areas.

(8) In the State Public Service Examinations I)I:UViS{U‘l'I%t' 5}-‘31-11 _tt)lc
made for the candidates to choose the lauguage 1n usc in the State whieh
was the medium of their University education.

(9) There shall be provision for the use of the minority languages fo, al
admiuisirative purposes iucludiug the making available in l_lmsc liltf;'l{lgg(;g
of important Government decrecs, orders, a.nd et actments in those ([I.‘jll’lcts
where the said minorities arc in a majcrity together with the continued
Implementation throughout the Stare of the obligatory Cons itutional previ.
VIStons as regards the rights to petition and edu‘calwn upto the Secondary
stages in their own languaga, the right to receive State aid to th ir edu-
catlonal and cultural jnstitutions without discrimination and guarantec of
equal Opportunities ancd no discriminations in the State Services.

S Mic h?pe and trust that these are ample and adequate ‘safeguard’ or
thecmz.‘l Tights’ whichever terin you prefer should remove every doubt in
mind of the minorities about their future in the State. 4

aCCe;fatl?Iz tléill iS awmmended in the lines indicated above, it should be

2 linc g all sections of people in the State and should be able to set
country Pattern for the solution of intricate linguistic problem in the

S. > - . . i
langu;rg'elet s .ﬁl}mh my speech by reciting one sloka which the official ¥
e bcor.nmgsszon of the Government of India had incorporated at G |
Y gInning of their Report. , \;;'tf »
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Capt. WILLIAM A. SANGMA: [Phulbari (Reserved for Sce-
duled Tribes); M- Speaker, Sir, as I have clearly indicated at the time
of introduction of the Bill in the House, T and my people a.e strongly
opposed to the: very principle ot the Bill. I, therefore, once agian I take
my stand to oppose the motion for consideration of the Bill.

= Sir, I appreciate  the desire of my friends of the Brahmaputra
Valley to have their own languge, namely Assamese, declared as the
Official

Language of the State. I would, however, earnestly request the
hon’ble members of this august House to seriously consider as to whether
by doing that they would be able to provide equality of opportunity to
different sections of people of the State as guranteed under Article 16 of
the Constitution of India. Sir, it bas been time and again argued by
Assamese speaking friends that since Assamese has been recognised by
the Constitution as one of the Region . Languages of the Country it should
be the Official Language of the State of Assam. This argument is one
sided, Because by declaring Assamese as the Official Language of the
State the non-Assamese speaking people and particularly the Hulls people
will be put to serious handicaps and  disadvantages. They will thus be
deprived of the equality of opportunity granted by the Constitution
referred to earlier,

Sir, I have heard a number of speakers talking about safeguards any
protections of the linguistic minorities and particularly the Hills people by
mserting certain safeguaid provisions in the Official Language Bill. In
this connection I may be permitted to state that the interests of the
tribal people, whether in the plaints or in the hills, are safeguarded under
the Constitution as we are comparatively more backward economically,
educationally, socially, culturally and politically, As you know, Sir, in
view ol this certain provisions have been incorp rated in the Constitution
in order to enable the Government of India and the State Governments to
pay special attention to the welfare and advancement of the backward
people and particulaily of the Scheduled Tribes. v The interests of the
Scheduled Tribes throughout the whole country were to be constitutionally
safeguarded, in the first instance, for a period of ten years fiom the date
of the commencement of the Constitution. After the expiration of this
period, it was, however, realised that these backward people had not
been able to come to the level of development expected. In other words
they have not besn able to fall in line in the matter of developmf:'nt with
the rest of the people of the coutry. The Gevernment of India, the-
refore, decided to extnd the period for another ten years. you will, the-
refore, realise, Sir, that we are yet to besee from constitutional S.afeg“a}”ds
by raising the level of our development. (While we are still trying
our best to raise the level of our development with the help of  the
Government and thereby to be free from constitutional safeguards ang
protections. it is indeed a matter of great regret that our more ad\{anced
friends again talk of keeping us under another safeguard and protection by
bringing Bill on Offjcia] Language. Sir, 1 ow long spall We reinain under
safeguard and protection ? Are we not also the citizens of iree Indi ?
Are we T0t also the citizens of free Assam ? As citizens of free Country
should we not also expect to be on the same footing along with our brother
and sisters ? Shall we be placed on the same footing along with Assamese
speaking people in case Assamese is declared the Official Language of the
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State ? Is it the desire of our inore advanced brothers and sisters who e
majority that we should be handicapped and that we always remain as
second-grade or third-grade citizens ? s that the way that our [riends arc
going encourage e tional and psychological integration among  diflecel
sections of people ol the State ? Is that the treatment that we are going
to receive from the majority community in the Stat-, simply beccause in
democracy the decision of the majority prevails ?

Sir, we do not have any bias againsi Assam sc language or N s riies
culture. However, we cannot but fight for our rights. We must have
equality of opportunity as gprantccd by the Cons ituton. Everyone should
have equality of opportunity. . -

Sir, Tam grateful to the present Chief Minister., He is a man under-
standing. I have been able to form a high opinion about him as I have
had opportunity to work together with him as one of his coliezues in hi-
Cabinet. I have shifted from my former seat to here not to oppose him
nor his ideas but to oppose the Bill on Official Language which he has
introduced in this House being persistently promped to do so by the people
in the Brahmaputra Valley whom he represents. '

Sir, waile making his statement on the Official Languace DBi
Shri Sidhinath Sarma has expressed his opinion against f|ii,,?:.‘;’rlllfr.:f,’:;(.,l:I(l,]
the present State of Assam. T h?d occasion to request the FeR o
bers, at the tlmc.when the Bill was introdaced. to 2o ‘ln'nulwh i

rovisions of the Bill carefu'ly and to sce for lhcm’Sf'lvcsL il ihcrc e Mt
not be enough s:copt’ih for €ncouraging cmotional disintegration in case the
Bill as passed in tI expresent torme SSIE SERhas' Been ‘provided in the
Bill that in the Brahmaputra Valley Assamese shali |- tij\’- 3 ole Official
Language. _As for th.e Hill Districts it has A - e sole icia
District and the Regional Councils to ado
for official Npurposlfis upti]o the District - or
be. Naturally, what will h ? bt [ Pas th _

33115’ uI}dOUth‘_ﬂY pass a resolutioim:::)nt-on;l;-h]gycgl/‘itg‘”-“ I_)l:s‘t_r:ct (,l()unlel
vided in the Bill, but by cent percent votes declarine 'ijl‘ajonty,. a: pro-
the sole Official |.anguage for Garo Hills District .L-S. aro Language
Khasi and Jainua Hills District Council will alse dee imilarly the United
as the sole Official éﬂangu.age for United Khasfoaggda!.?Kh;u;l' I,rang}l:j:g'c‘
The Mizo District Gouncil will also declare Mis L\Ial!ltta Hill; District
Official ']I]Jalblgutigi fbrl 1\&:20 District. What wi]lobe ﬂ:’fa’llagc a8 1];(: T}]ﬁ
sult will be that only the (saros and g result I “ln
;?anguage will bc_lzitblle to serve ip diffe::g fgf‘}’ic:;hgs G‘-Vho _]_mow.‘({_aro
Therefore :Wh%t w'll’h 1appen to a large number of non-G aro I-Il-l s ]?152._1'1“.
Hills District : estc people will be deprived of OarOS.‘VIIVI.ng in za]ro
matter of‘_employgefl dor appointment in any office W]i),%o."‘mlty Di L -

/ imilarly in the r;\l;fa Khasi and Jaintia ~Hills onpe o the District,
aintias and in the Mizo District only the Mizos wilj %;c ;;f;eligiil;vc‘”;f,
aputra Valley

‘the various offices within those Districts. And in the Bral,
m
tc_serve in any oflice as

left for the rvspcctivr
I;t any language of their choice
the Region:l levellas the case

Districts ,ﬂ?.!lﬁ_u__ff_.thf AHI'HS people will be ahls
\ they are ignorant ol Zsiamesc language as well as Acamese “seript.
will, therefore, be realised that we are going to eszo,},‘:ifilm@fsﬁﬂpf ' r]i{sf
integration by bringing the Language Bill. I, thcre%orf;e ?n?{"t;?)n?m S
stand how Shri Sarma and others who advocate for this B?ill could still

Sl
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talk about emotional integration  When we  are going to allow emotional

disintegration to take place throngh this Bill there cannot be any more

sense an ta king against dismemberment of the State. One should not be
self-contradictory.

Now regarding equality of opportunity in sq.vic.es ete. The (‘.-l»i‘ef
Miuister himself has admitted in his statement while introducing fh.e Bill
that the Assaniese spraking people will be in an ad\f&l.lllllgCLXOS position  as
they will have their own language as the sole Oflicial L‘zmguagt: in the
Brahma utra Valley and as one of the languages at the Sccretariate lcvg!
He las also admitted that the non-Assamese speaking pgoplc and parti-
cularly the Hills pcople will not get cquality of opportunity. I shall read
out the relevent portions of his statcment.

“l am sure that the Assamese speaking people W“_l Jrealise and ap-
preciate ilat whil+ they will be in an advantaguos position to have their
own language as the Official language in the l}rahmaput.ra Valley and as one
ot the two Official Languages at the Sceretariate lavel, in due course js their
duty and responsibility to sce that the dls’z’ldvantagc of the non-Assamesc
speaking people is lessened and minimiscd.

Sepaking with particular reference to the Hills pe_oplc hq said: “They
will thereby be provided with necar equal opportunites with the people
of the plains.”’

Sir, you will, therefore, realise that that the Chief Miqister himself
has already admitted that by dcclar_mg Assamese as the Oiflicial
of the State we, the Hills people, will be put to.dlsadv.antageuos and will
be deprived of equality of opportunily. Realsing this he has sugge ted
that the Assamese speaking people who wil! be in an advantageous posi-
tion should sce that the disadvantage of the non-Assamese speaking people
is lesscned and minimised It is in view of this [ oppose the Bill.

Language

The previous speakers have expressed to have Asmn:xese as the sole
Officia! Language of the State. They have lnd‘lcate‘d l‘hcn‘. disapproval of
certain so called saleguard provisions of the Bill, There is, of course, a
provision in the prese:t Bill that at the Secr tariate and the Heads of the
D -partments levels English shall continue to b(j. used till replaced by
Hindi. However we have had enough indications, as I hay

A ; e already
stated the other day, that this arrangemeat will not satisfy the people
in the Brahmaputra Valley. In fact to-day we have heard some of the

speakers saying that it docs not satisfy them. They are all out for declarin
/fséamesa Zs t%le sole Official Langunage of the the Statex*We have just
now hcard Shri Gaurisanker Bhattacharyya saying that after declaring
Assamese as the sole Official Launguage for the whole State it should he
used both at the Secretariate and the Heads of Department levels and
the continnance of English at that levels should not go beyond the pro.-
visions of Article 345 of the Constitution Sir, in case it 1s agreed tq
what will happen ? ‘The hundreds of Hill Tribal cmplyec}s in the Segye-
tariat and in the Hcads of Departments Yv;_ll be put lqlmediately to
serious disadvantage. They will all peco_me illiterates overmight. Becaugse
in case Shri Bhattacharyya’s suggestion is agreed to by‘ this House and the
Biil is accor lingly adopted the use of English at the Secretajate and the

Heals of the Departments levels will have to be discontinued as soon as
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clared the Official Language of the State under Article 345
A | b sle 34
bim. Because aCCOl'dl_ng to the proviso to this Arti:lc thgt
h language for official purposes is allowed to be continued
e of the State declares a Particular languagc or languages
as the Official Language oF the Languages of the Statc. Asa r&ult‘ !th-
Hill Tribal people at present working in the Secretariat and in the various
Heads of Departments will be put to disadvantage and the moment the
the switch over from English to Assamesc takes place they will become
unfit for service. ©Sif is this the way that the interests of the Hill Tribal
in service are gring to the protected ?  Let us

brothers and sisters now
pot be let by more emotion. Let us have a practical study of the problem
examine cacefully if by bringing such a Bill are we
If we cxamine

n-t going to deny equal opportunities to the Hill people.
lised that the Bill will provide adequate and unduc

carefully it will be realisec
opportunity to our friends in the B}'ahma}?utra Valley and thc same will
the Hills. Sir, whilel do not want tn go

be denied to the people 1n
»¢ I have got, however, to make

into the details of the Bill at thisstage
certain genera der to justify the objection to the Bill

1 observati_ns ircll orde
by the Hills people.. .state earlier the mover himself has indircetl
admitted that the Bill will put the Hills people to certain disadvantagey
though according to him not to serious disadvantage. H¢ said that Hindi
Official Language side by side along with Assamese

should also be the ) ;
n-Assamese speaking people might not be put into a serious

Jisadvantage. 1 o2V also point out, Sir, that in the Bill which ha.
been presented. to tf}ls House there is no mention of Assamcse being
used side by side with English to be later on replaced by Hindi at the
Secretariat and the Heads of Departments levels. The mover has, how-
ever, mentioned 11 his statement the side by side use of it at th: Secre-
tariat lavel. 1 cannot, therefore, really understand whatis tue actual
intention of the mover. From his statement, however, it is clear that

i of legislation should provide for use of Assamese at t}‘xc
Secretariat '16}’31. side b){ with English which is intended to be replaced
Jater on indi. It will, however, be scen thatin the Bill prescnted
by him _there is no provision for use of Assamese at the Secretariat
jevel: The first proviso to Section 3 of the Bill clearly states that i-nglish
till replaced by Hinli shall be used fo- all official purposes of the Secre-
tariat and the Heads. of Dcpartments of tie Statep G%vcmmgmt The
pmwso does not mention ol using Assamese at the Secretariat and the
I:Ieads of Departments levels side by side with Engljshb Ano‘ther proviso
simply proivdes for publication in the official Gazetre  the authoritative
translattion of all Ordinances, Acts, Orders and Regulatiocns etc. It will
thcrqfqre, (1:; tzdm[l;t'wd that the statemont does not  conform with the
rovisions e Bill. The mover talks of something different which th¢
Bill does not provide. It is. thercfore very difficult to know the actual

working of the minds of our friends. It may be as it sometime ha ens
that the mover has failed to express himself proferly in wri(:;:'nr;e in lgxt)ht‘:r
word through his Bill. It will, therefore, be admitted, Sir that the Bill
give the correct intention of the mover. He has a different
idea but the Bill gives us altogether 2 different picture. Ii is, therefore

very . difficult to know the actual stan of the mover u
being opposed to the very principle of the Bill. apart from O

Assamese is de
referred to by
use of the Englis
till the Legislatur
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However, Sir, though we very strongly opposc th.e Bill we shall not
be able to stand against the passing of the Bill by this august House as
we are absolute minority. It is alrcady knovn to the people of the
entirc State the we, the Hijl) pcople, are vehemently opposed to the
introduction of the Bill. We are opposed _to_declating Assamese as the
Official Lunguage of the State. However our stand is considered to be
not justified, As you pcresonally know Sir, ever since 194‘8. when the
move for declaring Assamese as the Staie language the Hill Leaders
including myself cxpressed our strong opposition to  the proposal. Ever
since that time the Hill Lieaders made it very clear that they were not
Prepared to accep

t Assamese as the State language of Assam. It was notbe-

Cause we disliked Assamese or we had illf-eling agajust our Assautese brothers
and sisters.

But we are convinced that by acceptin samese_as the Official
Languagg“wﬁh_:\lLW

Ime also we unitedly opposed
the proposal. However our stand could not be

apprecciated. Si}*, in suPport
of my stand I may give an cxample. The Congress having realised
that there is a strong opposition to the Ppropos

al from the Hills people
has considered it desirable to
The Negotiating Committee was
ssion with the various linguistic groups. But, Shri
Sidhinath Sarma, though onc of the members of the Negotiating Com-

mittee made a Press statement that they would go ahead with the Official
Language Bill declaring Assamese as the Official Language of the State
Whether there was threat or no threat from the Hill Leaders. This _has
given us an impression that our friends in (he Valley are determined

to go ahead with the Language Bill in spite of the strong oPpposition of the
Hill people and the Negotiating Committee is nothing but a mere show.
‘T'his kind of attitude has also given us a clear indication that they are
determined to dominate us.

and other non-Assamese speaking people

constitute a Negotiating Committee.
Yet to start discu

Mr. SPEAKER : I like to know from the hon.

Member how long will
he take to finish his speech ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari, (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: If you kindly allow me, I would like to continue
my speech after lunch.

Adjournment
Mr. SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned till £ p. u.
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2p . m,

After lunch

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Mr. Speaker,

. Sir, I do not
Propose to take much more time of this House. Sir, many of the sPeakers
have expressed their Opinion that there should be no . Imposition, Ty the
brief statement of objects and reasons of the Bill it 18 stated that “For
better and more efficient disposal of official business at different levels in
connection with afairs of the State and in order to bring the administra.
ticn nearer to the People, it has become necessary to Prescrib

¢ by legislation

(4%
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language for.nfﬁcial purposes, etc.”  Accordingly it is intended to  prescribe
by la}‘\f that in the Brahmaputra Valley Assamesc shall become the sole
O.fﬁc;al Language. According to the statement of the mover Assamese
will also be used side by side along with English at the Seccretariat and
Heads of =hc.Dcpartments levels. Assamese will thus become practically
the sole _OfFIClal Language of the State. Sir, it will, therefore, be realised
that until and unless we are mentally and physically prepared to learn
Assamese how can we be in services ? I do not, therefore, understand how
imposition can be averied. The people of the Hills who want to serve
at the Secretariat and in the various Heads of the Departments will have
to learn the Assamese lauguage and  Assamese seript  otherwise  they  will
hecome illeterate and become unfit for service ‘

"/Thcrefbrc, Sir, 1 beg to submit that there is indirect imposition to learn
Assamese and the Assamese script, though there may not be direct imposi-
Cish %o da-g0,:, Sir, the Bill clearly provides that in the Brahmaputra Valley
Assamese shall be used exclusively for official purposcs. I helicve  that
it is not the intention of the Government 1o deprive the Hills prople of the
services in the Brahmaputra Valley and confinc their services Lo the Hill
Areas. It will, therefore, be admitted that if we are Lo s€rve in the different
offices in the Brahmaputra Valley we must first learn Assamese  Janguast
in Assamese script. It will, therefore, be admitted, Sir, that there is indirect
S msition: Apart from this, consideration: ] may also relfer Lo the observas
tion made by Prof Swell which he made in reply to the contention of A
Hem Barua during the Official Language conference. As Prof. Sweli ”."L"'l
the declaration of Assamese as the “Official Language of the Statc against
the vehement OPPOf’ltion_of the Hills and non-Assamesc speaking people
itsell amounts to imposition. Shri Hem Barua. M. P. further ohserves
that in the Legislature of Assam therc were more than 75 members > peaking
Assamese in a House of 105 ar}d as such they could casily declare and should
declare Assamese as th.e Official T.anguage of the State. This
ave us a clear indication that they would go ahead in declaring ©F .
making Assamese as the Official Language even without first ascertaining
the opinion of the Hills people.

.s'tz:,u:nu:nt
1

Sir, in this connection, I am also to point out that imposition. ¢ %
Assamese has alrc_ady begun this morning. We are yct to discuss the offcia
Language Bill which seeks to declare Assamesc as the Official Language:
I am sorry Sir, to make this passing reference. Sir, as you are W€ awarss
whenever a particular question or supplementary to it is put in English reply
should be also in nglish according to Rules and Procedure of this Housc.
But, Sir, what has happened this morning. When Shri Patwarl and Shri
];)ev‘e'ndfa Nath Hazarika put certain supplementary questions :n  English
Shri Tripathi, Minister, replied all along in Assamesc. { his is an indicationl
how Assamese is going to be imposed. — After all morning shows the day-

Sir, we are very unfortunate to absolute minority. We do not have
any voice in this House, We have no right to give. 'We have the right
it

‘?12_]2; ?0?(:1(;%:.1- We are being forced to accept whatever is given to US
how can we steili whether we like it or not. Sir, under such  circumstances
talk about integration of Assam ? ]

S oy -
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people of the Hills and the ‘Plains

- Chaliha is concerned he has tried his best .to bring about

19G0] THE  ASSAM OFFICIAL LANGUAGE:-BILL;"1960 ‘67

- Sir, however, T take this opportunity to pay my ‘respect to'‘ ithe “present
Chief ‘Minister of Assam, Shri Bimala Prasad. Chaliha, who gave--me--an
opportunity to serve the people both in‘the:Hills and-in 'the Plains. 'Y Under
his leadership we have tried to build up united ‘Assam by : bringing the
into closer relationship arnd understandin g.
I was indeed very happy to find that the - people -bfithe: Hills ‘*and -‘ofithe
Plains were coming closer to cach other. However: this’ Official:! Language
question has destroyed all our endeavours. Our two -or three -years’: earnest
cflorts to build up better relationship -between * the different ‘sections ‘ofthe
pcople of the State could not bear fruit due to Official language ‘issue.

1 entircly subscribe to the view expressed by wy Friend, Shri Thapglura.
He said that morc importance should be given to integration . of State  than
to language. We shall never accept the'idea that the people of the ‘Hills
and other lixguistic minorities should have the right to accept and thereby
become second grade or third grade  citizen. I, therefore, once again b
to submit that in case the Official Language Bill is Passed the only solution
is the separation of the Hills from Assam.  Since there ispersistant: /pressure
from our Friends in the Assam Valley to have Assamese as - the sole  @fficial
Language of Assam I would earnestly request the hon. Members. from :the
Brahmaputra Valley to give full satisfaction to their people by declating
Assamese as the sole Oflicial Language.

/Wc shall also try to give to our people what they want,
forc, carnestly request the hon. Members of the Brahm
through you, Sir, that since we shall have no more chance to stand against
their Oflicial Bill they should also give us an OPpPortunity and a free hand to
shape our destiny as we want.  However I am to state that if on this
question Assam is to be divided, the Leader of the: House, . Shri Chaliha
is not to be blamad-for that. Some other leaders in the ‘Valley are . to--be
blamed for the disintegration of Assam on . -this. question. ~As far -as Shri

harmony. ‘
different sections of the pcoplc: ~Hc. has howevgr been '~C0mr1;§lI:c?9§§
circumstances in the Valley to bring this language Bill, o

I would, there-
aputra Valley,

i
Having failed to find a meeting place we should now: try o PO——
date each other i1 a dillere 1t way. ‘We always tal}c about mutual: aCCom-
modation. We will not therefore any more stand in.the way. of our,Friends
of the Brahmaputra Valley who want.to‘makc Assamese as the. soledomﬁal
Language. They should not also stand in our way. -

We have also learnt from the press reports that the ruling Partyy-'nzimely
the Coagress Party has also _decided in its recent meeting to, biiing wan
amendment to the present Bill in order to declart? Assamese ag thé--sole
Official Language of the State.in view of the Ppersistant demand for itm'by
the people of the Assam Valley. Sir, as I said at thq time of the introdiie-
tion of the Bill that it would not satisfy the people' in the Valley por Wa
it acceptable to the Hills people. In the vircumstances there is no oth "
alternative except peaceful separation. I, therefore, humpb] Tequest- ﬁ:r
hon. Members of the Brahmaputra Valley to hayg their. ‘la“guage bﬁt tc
please leave us alone. Give us also an opportutity to haye e " L0

as free citizens of free India. Lastly, J may tell this Houge that,g;}ta} i;:{%tllllt:
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d.eﬁmte opinion of my people that scparation is inevitable under the
.. circumstances. Please do not blame us for that. Time and again we have
tried to live together but circumstances have forced us to scck scparation.
This will:be good not only for us but for all the people in the Statc and

_,for India., There is no use 1o talk about integration when we cannot have
. .common meeting ground. Assam 1S a frontier State. It should thercfore
., be a strong State from the point of view of security and defence. It can
become strong State not merely by integrating large geogra phical areas
Jbut by our being 1o 2 position to maintain emotional integradon among
the different sections of the people of the State. Emotional intcgration
arong the different sections of the people is what is needed most in this
Frontier State. Having failed to maintain that integration the only cours
left is to separate from each other peacefully. Let us therefore part in
"4 friendly manner. Let every one of us have the opportunity of enjoying

" fully the our respective fundamental rights. Thank you, Sir.

. Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : =47F 714,
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We feel strongly the intergrity of the present State of Assam

is of areate importance for the future not only of Assam, but of
the rest of India”.
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(1), Assamese and Hindi will be the Official languages
of Assam.

(3) Assamese will be the official language in Brahma-
putra Valley, districts in the district level.

(3).BEngalir. will ' be the official languzge in Cachar
district in the district level.

(4) In Hills districts, language or languages  which

they choose in the district level.

(5) In Seeretariat and Heads of Departments, Iinglish

will be continued till replaced by Hindi.

S, BeAraa aste e g At g awe wor o pre Mk
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atg @7 F0  Assamidisturbance @7 4t All India Congress
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is one-of - the'national languages of India . laid down. in. the Constitution
of Iniia. This language, like other national languages, has to be encouraged
in every way and progressively used by the people whose mother tongue
it is. In promoting its use invarious public-activitics, it should be remelrn-

languagt
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Shri- HEMCHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY. (Kotigora) :
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fir Z2Ce YeifTs ¥@w =T N Grm_a‘i%@ W Ty, | afeg
qa@ W, I A SR T A [7iey e gy ey '

BeT Gl
FATG i 3 fn e fifers TR T 0 S0w sy i |

W @@ W s e e i v org RENE . | sk
adfcr T ST <2 Sto ROl TR T & S wfy, ofire
sitcgen. 0 2 wrE AT M were O N g gy, oo

Fiolm SIE0H F avta fifie zeu  9Fh BT 4 fp MG IECE Y
ol

el @I 5 ek Jfermitg A PRI Tty
Ays o I TRFR F@ M @R @ ST TA R wgeqpy Ty 75
fzan, formiogT o1 i ofis stelfy (37 F1TIR6 f2on . wrrgag o HfFrs.
g M | e e @iy eifkeely N R IS Ivpig R ¢ o

T @R Sl
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T gl =itE AL

- - p—— gt £ TS
T, EEmel e fEaEtY

FlRTotE | ot 74 A wiE il 58 74
FARCHCA 4,28 9F3 TibA T AFIGEH qFTl,  G99e
S | o1F w fom FfadE wia ateerg efwms e Am fraiad
=1 wfow @ FAfen Afote 28 | 9bieE J4mdl Szl giafes s
azm4 2frs frm fiafg™, «¥ewn Sizie 4y frtefs |

Gl

iz atzives 9ttt g3 b Common mcetling place @ wzsia,
atgsfEe ¢ wdn el iz g fifre w9te AT eldln w5 sl
FEqy | A wtwn A Fine e frors s AT 0 @I Sl
@ 1 gEczel M Ffwn AFE A e Slzivrm el mEkie crdln
7 Fws A oiw zEea  tun Aliey S ©fZ w5 TReLET
wfFTea A @ T Tie zHie dlfde, @t Wl A firamr
ored 75 i s Fiaata A4 5247 280 | OF e orga 3fimmb
ity Bz @b e _ Sccretariat aify qres  almils ow W
5t Bt oA fET (T 22 A T, fo confar St 72 etatetfa
et AfCET= AFE Erﬁ’"’ﬁfi}“l?h‘vr-w. L) L‘]?F[b:- Z difsre ¥5 o
SicE AT qTIF f#ahiie am aface At £21 Wi |

fragr @ B TR Sfrdte @t aiterr Slm aaicr oA
(et 71 SRS (9l AT e abice et it wfauliy |
a7 AT it fate 62 aR 2 9T FHZ OF Tafe 7wt wfa
igfoen  ATSIHECTT TACd Gfem 4taT | =@ siuifata 4w alEl
o A7 e z5ifoa Bz FiTe bz 9ty 3 2

arfafer FElgd G W e Sty et sty A -
o B G B RIFY I TS QR Bt s gt
Thisp e soe T DLASUGH (¥ A0SR 26y A9 afe aw AfET
47 ety | ARE IRt 3 17 (A zﬂq}iﬁ(‘ﬂ ety BOT
qa7@ Soperla AvTE Wfdw AT et A | el wh, ey ¢ g1ET
*_org qicl SiEitE @bty Ftey e Official language

2 L)
locty B e L L K R Toyices Siettrd avi4en geiqs omy  Sfx¥ITe

Fald @

ﬁﬂ@@ 73(d
o ot e wrm efE-sfime SkE elm e atrdn gl
@gf:?_é Tfé.tfjrc[/ : ﬂFEﬁTﬁ"f @T!:ntfﬁ ‘?ff‘,['?i‘\fﬁ aterr 1 AfReaEscs Eiﬁ%fﬂ
offa % .onomy: il stfpmn Gre Alta M | wbily 1wy w2 sie
A e Ay olz #fer FIeIG feat wfaqiim sigtom fae
o1 0 w7 G faaiea 47 20 M | il @for
st Tyl gizeetaeiTt St mem @it

|

[T T TICENG grmy ey | RS

<

N iz s T
arfteas AtEietm i gl T mce—Tribal area ¢s.
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TN AT AT i ety e pliers o ARG, @ dfET @ g
gucra _ District Council 5 TSRl @ g I oo
A4 FEE BN frwtd wfacs e | @R ooy e 0T @ 2o
W A ASFN 9FUT wlEwRwT aien dArtes sten s, 4ifmn stizice
AP S @R et fen st At wfim fos A | T3 amet

Fface 1 oonta it w1 ¢ w43 1 Shad Sangma afdatcg sieicry
Scheduled cxam

Ell'i'ﬁl‘il—-‘\’ar-lil‘«’(il.‘ﬁ TS IS ShT f 5@ sfrs
S :
5209 |

a4l 8o 9% Siem 5w wm fimn o Trshy

I faeurm
TN AT T4 T3S o2 | ooy

afsmify Scheduled level )
Hindi sMitz frm wtwn  Common Pl

. . .. atform Ifem ceiftcs Y
%% | 9t integrity,  Sicurity g3 Solidarity 3 foes
72cs  Afem 5w FEME @ify tn afrefs 1 w@if emife v oy

SHICE  (TAG) e ) Secrctaiat A fim colear Tizing CFig
eny T fag MFGE Mo e cmiem vw o 2retest SRRl
qIFt TR SlEET @9 W onaifrad Aitfsa o g oeifing
el FM |

Bilingiual _affm smt4m crem wéwiw ol S S g At
Bua AT AN AP A ATy wlaifes TR @ o newy ——
ar 1 Afes 39 St fER Bilingual  sfm st T TITey
fisg #1470 B8z unilingual  %2q 4fswm ac4 S (T RI O Aoty |
aify [ 3 @ 7@ A9 fim forem o (@ @i TERED Igiy
Al BT 4R oty e @1 A @ wwET i i s
G5 (Rem TR T2 Gl TUT @it AR T qug g i
AT Sl S A w3Ts difss |

MO TG Tla wivdor il =, amy 9T T Sy T
i ofI=T b Fsle =5ia & =he R B wiiver fiosw
o FE Q&S =M Am 1 s Ay o phen TR [Suew wfm '53::1
48, FIOLGT TditaEd B Nlwim wfm fr Wl wy Sifis s
dfe fatd FEA 1 et el s |

Shri HAMDHAN MOHAN

: HAPLONGBAR North
Cachar Hills (Reserved fo [Nox

r Scheduled Tribes)] :
gEAdE AT wgwy |

TST WET & qug

0 T W v § W faw S fear 2 s
o AT & T X off W e § e ok afer mwehr cong,
tituency I FAIT T worm

U ST AT AT § 1 oWy F AH 2
fr g Te ST Ffew F wwmm & Fxcluded Area  ay
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st ofaw afee ¥ gkt A aga difagsgd &) @@ waran gzl fafww
TRy A T safadi @1 agar & 1 wfed 5 ogw o ww 7
ST A AT B & TSAAAT A BT AATT TG 2 ) ’ o

ﬁ £ FQ"E\;T ﬂlql q,l C "T AT 3 | a’f% .a? - - &
d & I T J1IS_ 2 @ a2l anms

zAw A grad W agh & T el AT 97 3 | g i F aailed
ST A FAT AR | gAr AAr A 3% g 1 g fedn A E A ¢

:&;.
d af AT arear £ 5 gw 3@ _fam ar wwd : .
ki Hills & oeii ¥ W €8 A § ¥ s A Ui
. ga faw-aT Qg Fw@ g | . g 3

2

RISANKAR ROY (thlicherga): Mr. Speaker Sir, we are
cd language issuc whicn has hecn b'o'.mhz to the

f ms of the State at pre ent. For som«ti d
i3 heavily agitating the mind of the pcople in \l;)ar;om way:l:"?]J;r}‘ct"ll;)c'l)?St it
> .an extreme point th:t strong protests have been ' (')'1%5: 1ave
. :s€ speakmg‘areas against the i-t-oduction porlr..n_rf n
Bill. The p-oplc of Cachir and Hill districts, who do "“lm;j]:“::'

Shri GAU
_discussing the complicat
forefront of 2il the proble

language h tarted veh tl i
Assamese ave star ed ve ementl. protesting against this i s e )
he State is passing through a very critical time andl;g'l‘:l.:)t‘:(; :lym);qt,;
b (

gion. T

. think over the matte. coolly and to take decision judiciously

S.r, the geozraphical situation ‘and strategic: positi
: adjo;ning'arcas-boundec! by forcign countrie;, ff,‘};; c?fs) f;itl:?)llln'o[: A“ff""n and
desig s—almost (.m-al! sides should he kept in front of nave aggEresive
.der.atiOrl’Of the vital issue. It has got diversity of r';c::)qurlcyes for‘ .Com;l-
nd 1 feel that the imperative reed of the Slat(; iq.n’nﬁrtl;r,glzfl{i‘crl")r?py

b iy, 5S¢ ‘ ’

culturc 2
of the people and to maintain integritv of the Stzte. We require

security tical junct
at this ¢t ical juncture a strong and united communit .
;5¢ . - y of people who can
1 themselves from forcign aggressien and subversi: n.l T]l?ncrcfon , the

defor e Bill m th
o Bill i the present form for the State of Assam which is intrn™”

Jangua il 1
ultilingual in charact r, is really undesirable and carnot help pro-

cally mut .
gress and integration of the State.
Sir, in the Bill provision has been made for . .
pe the official languages but I doubt, Sir, whether giﬁﬁﬁﬁf‘“," El}gmh. to
gtatus of a State official language when the same has not be::r? )? given the
o beas such in 'the Coristitution of India. It would be bctter%.l‘vcttge‘p]ace
«Hin di? ;s used clearly along ‘.’"'th Assamese in place” of English whicl IW::,’.'::}
‘con :n all levels until it 1s replaced Dy Hiidi.  So. I think that the B!ll
ig not a bilingual 0n€ though attempt has been made to make as undes st: X
4 clause on this point. Apart from this there ar(::l Sot?hr:_f:-

omplicate }
ould not satisfy the pcople,

points which also ¢

 The Hill peonle-are demanding Hindd very strongly. - There j
fo 2Tt e, demandd by e o o

demand for Benga

li also and Assame
k all the:¢ Janguages should be given adequate

Brabmaputra Valley. - I thin d Sir, Shri G
o o1 leg timate demand and claim. ir, Shri Gobind B
- Pom¢ Minister of India visited Assam just a few days ago ag::; g?sr(l:fl’sstazg

"lv
X .

e e o R
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with all concerned on this issue and expressed of an evolved formula to the

Press and others and I think, that formula only can bring a solution to the
problem and unity, solidarity and integrity of the State can be maintained.

Sir, no language ¢suld be made rich throu
Prime-Minister of India during his last visit in
in a mecting the Gauhati University students that Assamese should not be
forced on the unwilling minorities,  The State Re-organisation Commission
in its report (page 194) says ‘“The linguistic complexion of the existing State
(Assam) establishes very clearly its composite character ........... etc.
About Assam the S. R. C. Report’s conclusion is also very clecar. “The task
of economic development can be undertaken. and - substantial cultural
autonomy can be enjoyed by various linguistic and Racxa! groups-only if two
conditions are fulfilled, namely, that the State of Assam is compact, rich and
resourceful and that there exists within this State mutual tol

ual tolerance and
good-will. Particularist a~d, if we may say so, chauvinistic irends are

bound to retard the progress of the State. . They should therefore, be dis-
couraged in every way.” (Pages 194 195).

gh force and that is why the
Assam in April 1960 advised

re, in the interest of unity, strength, solidarity, Prosperity, secu-
rity ;l;,l:fr;ﬁztiée»wc feel that effort should be spared o save Assam from. dis-
integration and disaster. With this background on language Issue I appeal
to all members of this august House to consider - the official lauﬁpage of
Assam, accepting at least the formula evolved during the visit of Shri G. B.
Pant, the Home Minister of India, who expressed the same to the Press and
others during his departure from this State.

With these few words, I conclude my speech.

*Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (Amguri): wire
TeziTa, Wiy fiFom 3or% @FIen ot N ARG Fvaaes  difeg i1
fafer csm-oift catea it 23R 1 @¥ Tice opeifey stus YR 2w 33
TEE 731 wns ST S-S T Wity 1 g3 ffey S-S
oS TS Tt wfe WS IS AdS Tk 7 1Y oy Lo L P S,
IWCO1 659 7IE 7T 4Afcd, 12 BRONT @B Btvmsm siwig sTcafe |
o1% TLATStm SiNiB wdn AMET S TTR—man =Ry oty =g B
cren il cTm-che tevg | ORI wIST I @ oz By
SIFtehr wrfimy 23 e | BT TN AR AR A AREw wetq @it
fam ozt 2 | FRA AT 9 T Sivlw e e g ey
A A fom w21 18 f SRAD W 22 shaty Iwe oee why

o s
@&AlE e @ (@S FE T @R afvatn e iR | fe
AR qig gFW dwy Y TR et At o I ¥ Roifdeg |

CTRTH TfATae A% oM AP T 25 atatig | e Siee ey orm-
eifle cte difed ) LT AR_WBHRET, starte e ate foee co
@Fg o f7pifEe | Affle @ ot AtR; 3o st aig o
o8taites . protection  #4RE | : ,

——
#Speech not corrécted,
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C xgqlw fu fm wifwe, 9% fEs ob s frm e 1 ES B
Statas 7 AT | GLEBATIE wt® fSagdbis e o, TEEY AT
fotpg fzf wte faaieies ol faes-fiem s, F51 sl TATTRIS WM,
Flgls sl Fi@ A2l fEars i<t st | «% fzsieet ofitai 70 v Sl |
it TCCE qeI aF FiRlACS 7 7'TS I A +Hfad e sfa= @l |

.......

n that behalf, the President may, if he is

«On a demand being made i
satisfied that a substantial proportion of the population of a State desire the
use of any language spoken by them to be recognised by that Suate, direct
that such languagc shall also be officially recognised throughout that State
or any part there of for such purpose as he may specify”.

Al —afw AT 7 7Iea Al 33 T F wsfes

L coyfount® T
coas foie F4 LA aF e 9 CiitB sfeTe | {93 Sfe @
sifere faaim weiz o e 4t | 9 vse dlkie (2

grad 2 ’ =
qpgze  ONIdE TS cr@Etel (4l AW, @, Gaqm. Bmiel
afE sedr BiE IR | fee 74 sim fopla @nfm sim 1 afv I79TS
s cta ZA (ST, i - cfetteg wtfere otm frstes Bt fww =@l |
o e Fa Sm-eifl ¥ e wifere  www @ District level
per i ZA—COCE ACT @B i Gihe t7 wig— fafem Taratc TATR T
Bg—atia St @ | fre wgth 3 Tmadq @ afw orem 7w | COCD

< cate v ogarFs fYalT sifttre—fen seif stm z3 At 3@
egrg—afe Aile |

. . .
“".'.‘»nfu." )

- (T 2 crR)

<17 o 2t f it wia wteife oz 5 fes @lfEe SLL
sfee (FeiLE TR F9, e B I ke |

ot ve. «f fime Teca itz witg il ghacita
i Gheeicd T cras f3a fifite | wicdm =3 fegacel <= et 1%
gele IE IITO fpafs tz ate—ale (@EcElwe ThgeiEia sdyim g
{4 et @2 w3 fafey sfo smc, District level = 512 == afeat !
qz fias 2T provision #% | : - ‘

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. |
+Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) *
Afete Fide SN wirg_ciEfars T SIS citafy g el |
frg a2 fE 7%, CRACOL faats % fg—wr—;?- Tmﬁ‘rg Gi4Tq el glrg—
ot e < scnl;af: e S | Ffis ot faats

T T + Spesch not corrected.
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Sta f45S. w7 omis a@ske Corresponcdence Feits @t Sivls TR
Afsls S FITn et 18 1 wia  f4se, Six Schedule 1 1s©Ig

fFM fRars  woiitm oz Jsts  aett-catst 3R s 1 Couversant
53 491 AT {393 T : ‘

(TR meEE)

TR R ﬁ&?wmmy

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): sty s yozhen

T8 I I4 W@ qARiw e @ cordts BT Sfeeln ey fafwe
Arre SN AHF [{ad @¥ smas wife 4ty Ak wmiv Tofve ks
fir wizaw qF ot FeARd TS ora AwE v waha @i R{ie
WA AR GAF IR e wiatem s fafers e qem ey
qifista o8 Tk i fofite e wiea™wd wate | Raes seiafis
wte Sfe atm wivitaty aifes +ffts e @R 14 18 weins fa oxésg
Ty frm oeds =2 Sfe R T™FS meieh wiF Ieive winig 3%
(SCATS (At I BT TR AT ey | {AG oET wwln PivelT waElg
BT cfgm wfF I ACNE HhA | | 4w wife v jieam ool
& yaia TAorFln AT T4 T AT WM 555 ) TisRen sisRy
sfestr wifitg | oY 2w yfefaly swta o wve wims T =6
fAadmr A QiR AT Talea ottt APl @ifs 1 REew Gifes
gieifs terg e Tell | @ TR eiithe pwela Teeisls s 93
fiAdme ofoaiw sfarg | fRedms gafm 9iF L@} o sivs fzfw sifers
st witz a7 g 1 fre'aR R % Wioifs tmy i o
@t Ifoge Ao g8 clause b swoitew =R ot i i
sis_qvwia wThlE WfeTT Sim =9 At 3 72 okt e Ipican |
a7 fwoy ctn 281 e WSS 371 NPT Teore FaAMw @@ TF i
wfd 3ptetg | 39T fiAyws  Secretary wir Heads of Depart-
ment (¥ N @i N wEEi RIM R IR A PR
gifere oM IE AT Ffea G sAinrs s e s sl
geale i€ Bt I B Iy corm wiw Sive ) TIERIT B9 SAfRIT 3y
nrdted o2d TR At e ey e e v gy oA T
@2 Aai s BT fusom 3z gfer @by wRem 1 wriate qifeTe S
f oed IR A fm wferme @i wirs olebe gt /Y
et o G St wem AT CoeRte  fysiie i sin
efaTce TN =9 | oifeF g% fineg  xemdt clause wiaifvcag
73 | iSOl TR i w3 | frw A @ERE @lom IS
Afgre SN TR FI3 vy wea cors TS et [T wrem “tfigrg
AT ST Rt 3fy 310 it Boifrs UfF @ fists wivg CIRCHY
frare? 98 21 @ foqy fim acedtsw @ suggestion  cxig BIFICR
faaem *9q I w0 w=wfa | ardr clause RS cl I ot
B | R RE WA ahg coras wifdm | @® A THS st stz o
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7 coLalce  waws free citizen IfamA Faew FRIGUING OFF FANTI
3% qfer AT (LTS WP (Feg @ WHS csiraee 2nd great citizen
far fFds 29 | ifer ot StETer et = A5 tors A <ffeh stafz Af&TF
St 4 fa oyzd kg, s Aen @y Awy st ywa free  India
s free citizen @i I A wa /A2 | e @FArT 3EIE SM
zrs o ot Sfff AeEs (Ilen wEfEe www feeme a m clause o
3% 36 IS o wftg | Q% @B N ANty FlES AF) (FRA
Bz wltg 1 W% O RNy cTdre @t (@R A% 1 @F fdfEeec?
syztd FfA AT Aottt IR Tife 47 e 713 afqean | |

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi

dule Castes)] Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am speaking twa%'iﬁéﬁhfﬁhﬁihﬁ;
nobody’s moc_her.tongucamAgsam but-which is going to have.an extra-official
statue as an official language.in Assam. The ordeal of things which Assam
had to pass through to get this language Bill passed is a creation of “the
d the Congress Government of Assam and- none- else. The

Congress party ao
ple of -Assam for making their language the official language

urge of the Fed>
remains so long unfulfilled-beeause of - the utterly: chouvinistic mentality ©

the Congress Government. and their party who want i

on all and at .all levels {n.this composite gtatc of Assfl?n.m \-\l’l;xlgr? sih: 3 5?‘;?;56
this to be an impossibility, they sat over the issue rather than reco z)isc the
joint aspirations of the majority and the minorities those living in the
Assamese speaking 2s well‘as in the non-Assamese regions of t}{gc State-
This justiiably irritated and roused the -Assamese -people and al hers-
The result was the last holocaust. This is.a shame for all I'?‘or at}s)(i)s Z;um'le

and for this holocaust, the Congress Government and i s 2
. : n rs
are mainly responsible. d its chouvinitic leade

Sir, now: il b I
of my- party over this issue 1s ‘well known, based as-it § una
and _}ustice,.to all. » based as'it is on vurity of Assam

- Here in-this Bill we find-a. strange spectacle : whi ) . )
¢. the bilingual status of Assam. It ddes‘t‘;}gc};yt};;; p?:l-ltlingalsa n;e::gge

nised, Z. ' :
from out ide ‘the State and even outside the country while j forgets
the demand a ry while it cleanly 8

This is strange indeed—after .-giving . all so _ din
¢¢pringing the admiaistration nearer: toithe-peuplc;”"s of lectures regar 8

- Sir; Eng]ish from London - apd .then Hindi . fr. . tna
havcbc:sn imported but the -aspirations of .the 7=Ber?é?ili‘§;uocfl‘( .!X)w ,:nghc}? ?orrn
an overwhelming majority in. the district: of .Cachar and al'ss?‘form‘ 20. per
cent of the State’s population have.been cleanly forgotten, 0"

In this . context.as 1 am from: Cachar, 1 _can say what the peoP

. lain .to them- wh
Cachar-think. YO“,CaHDOt expaim, (@ Wiy you ha tten
language while you have accepted the curious pringiple of ‘{)?lig(?gl;xgeﬁism.

le of

are afraid ‘of ' i
dministration: nearer-toithe People’? apd. they, are importing

‘But'then they
de while: forgetting - to mention -~ Bengali which

s{bringing the a

o Engﬁghg"gﬁd».Hindi from 'oLets! " ea to th
. slone.can bring the -administration. TIearer 1o the. secon - est - linguistic
in Assam. ' Such m.the.absurdl.ty'tp which they ha:le ﬁzﬁ}‘fdéé?g )

 gFeup.indAs

the Bill has come to this House. ‘The firm-and »u.manim.ous stand’

nd the aspirations of la s
P : l‘ge sections '90{’“1 he Statc’s owDn peoP c..

their

" Sir, the proposal.of bil}?ﬂ‘.’ﬁdism i,si the Government formula, not OWIS-.
of ‘their on-logic'for Assam’ Sir, they ;peak about

A
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Not satisfied even with this the Assam Pradesh Congiess Committee
wanted .to make the language of Cachar to be decided by 2/3.d . majority of
Mahakuma Parishad. What is this ? Is it not an effort to distupt the

peoPle of Cachar through the ‘State machinery and set bro hers against
brother ?

In this context let me refer to the methods of representation in round
table conference. So far Cachar is concerned, you have imported some
so-called represeniatives from a Particular community, though that commu-
nity has an able representatives here in this House. Whom did they
represent 7 Why ‘d¢ you impose them in such a_serirous conference ?
While you have invited this take representatives you did not think it . neces-
sary to invite the representatives of the linguistic minorities. of Assam Valley.
Your despicable tactics of divide and rule or rather divide and i.mpose have
come out. Why then will your bonafide not be suspected by the minorities ?

Why all these absurdities and party tricks ? Is not th's playing with
the vital aspirations of the people ? :

I am sorry to say but I must say that all this being done by the back-
daor. This is the same old policy of domination over and imposition on
the minorities.

Domination over the minorities is one of the cornerstones of this + Bill,
Assurance of safeguards for the rights of the ‘minorities are there but all the
the same Bengali scl cols were burnt down and forcible conversion of Bengali
schools into Assami..c by the official channel is going on even today.

Sir, the Gover.ment harps on the slogan of
nearer to the people” but the Bill does not a
demand as-making the laws, decrees, circulars an
the State available in Bengali, though it will be a

‘‘bringing adm nistration
dmit of -even such a mild
d important documents of
vailable in Hindi.

You have kept English only in Public -Servic
for the present. You remain mum over the question for the future but we
kuow. what some people or the Government want to do. Thus you put
burden on our youth for the present and also in Afuture, You are keeping
silent aver the medium of ins.ructions in the University level. ~

-How can .you explain this to the minorities ? ‘They will . be simply
frustrat-d and feel neglected if this Bill is passed as it is. |

Sir, this is an unjust Bill and when you do injustice you saw the seeds.of
discord. It is the Congress Government. and the ruling party which through
this Bill are sowing thie seeds of disintegration of- Assam,

Our party in sts own way has been trying to. streng.hen the unity .and
integrity of _Assam _ by advocating proper -adequate safeguards to all mi-
norities while standing firmly on_ the bilingual formnla with Assamese as
the .Stat.e Languag_e. ‘The ruling party, - has taken the other path, the path
of disunity by denying justice to both the Assamese and the non-Assamese,

Sir, the Bongress party and the Government have truly put the disin-
tegration of Assam into Agenda. It shall have to face its own logic. None
will be able to escape this logic.

This is the conclussion to which we _have been compelled o arrive_at.
Government have.lost the confidenee of our brethren in- the Hills by- their

linguism and I can say that they are going to lose Cachar also .for the. same
reason,

e Commissionexamination‘s
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Shri: SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): I 'd~ not
liketor go'into : the genesis of the Language issue as it has been very clearly
stated by my friends here. The issue belore us today is how to solve the
problem that will serve the best interest of the State. Ithas' been stated in
the ficor of this House and in the Press that differcnt_views regarding this
issue could not be solved to one agreed formula. Now according to the
provisions’ of the constitution and according to the precedent that has
been: adopted in other States and in the India Union, we shall have to
proceed and we shill have to discuss the Bill before us in that Llight.
The Bill that has been presented to us m the House could not satisfy
ahy section of the people for whom it was meant. There has been great
resentment in the Brahmaputra Valley and in the district of Cachar,

Our Hill friesnds have not only expressed their resentment, uut .also
nister and ' Deputy Minister

have-walked ‘out of the Assembly, and the Mi
and our Hill members have already crossed the Aoor. The very purpose
of the Official Language Bill is to bring tl‘gc.adm’n‘St’a“O" to the people
so'that the péople at large or the body politic can understand and appre-
ciate' the functions of the Government. Therefore the language spoken
and -understand - by the majority of the prople should be declared as the
Official Language™ of the State with sufficient safcgu&l_!'ds to .thc other
linguistic minorities so- that they may not feel any inconvenience. So
from all cannons ,of: equity, justict, Constitutional right and feasibility,
Assamese must be declared as the only Official Language of thc State.
Bist this Bill does dot statify this aspiration of the people of the State.
It has ‘envisaged bilingualism which has been rcsemed to by all.  Therefore,
the bill- will have . to” be- substantially amended and Assamese must be
as the ouly Official language of the State. The other

given its rightful place .
provisions ot the bill also must under go- consequcntial amendments in

conformity with this policy.

My friends from Cachar have' tried to make'out a case that the pro-
visions of the Bill are not' in conformity with the Resolution of the
A- 1. C. C. and they havil.mci;l‘c’n;howtthg:hthe A. P. C. C. Resolution

recently recommending meut of the present bill has ]
f:s szgntravane to the directives of the A.1.C. C. But, Sir, fbobs:gug?;
submit that the Bill bchx'c us or the A P. C. C. Resolution have re-
spected very faithfully the spirit of the A.I. C. C. Resolution. I beg to
read the relevant portions of ic A. ‘I. C C. Resolution refe red to by
ry Cachar friends and this: will show that the present bill or the 'A.P,C.C-
Resolution have’ never’ gontradlcted or contravened. the spirit of the
A. 1. C. C. Resolution which says.i— -

e Assamiese lang .agé”is one of the national’ languages dia
l4id d;rv?: in tHe Gonstitution of Ipdla. This language like Ogtheroxfatlignﬁ
. has to be encouraged in-every way and Progressively used by
the people whose mother-tonghe aber Il:l promoting its use in various
public activities, i uld be rcmcml?egrec}\} at its use should not be enforced
i areas where other Janguages prevail. Many areas of India are bilingual
or myulti-lifngal, and each of the languages in Us¢ has to be protected and
eiiconraged.” .
" Evomvthis, iv-appears that the Bill and the A: P. C. C. Resolution have
learly %}ai‘eguarded the interest of the linguistic minority and,lgﬁ tl?:fr

have becn sought to be protected and encouraged,

-

ettt B o oo eae
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My friend- Shri Gaurisankar Rhattacheryya has criticized the A. P. C. C.
Resolution recently passed as mischiviour and bluffing the people. But this
is absolutely incorrect and T think that the Resolution is not before my fricnd
Bhattacharyya. I do not 1hink that there can be any better arrangement or
alternative provisions for the best interest of the State. Kecping in view
the integrity of the State and solidarity of the people; as well as satisfac-
tion of the aspirations of the pcople. [ feel that the Bill before wus, if
amended in the light of the recommendation of the A. P. C. C. Resolution
is che best possible onc aud I request the Goverument to amend the pro-
visions oi the Bill accordingly. if my Hill friends and my forms from
Cachar are really sincere and what the integrity of the State, then I request
them to accept the Provisions of the Bil_l in the amended bill. There is
nothing like finality in law and if nccessity and expediency arise the Act
can be amended. [ut I feel that justice will be doneto all sections of
the people of Assam-if the Bill is amended in the light recommended by
A.P.C. C. :

Thank you, Sir.

. SPEAKER: I have already made it clear to the House that
half al\'rilr hour time would be kept - for the Chief Minister. for his reply.
Now there is only half an-hour to 4, soif the House agrees.to sit- longer
then I can-allow some more members to sgeak. Already so many member
have spoken.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, itis an important
Bill and therelore many hon. members may like to speak. So I suggest
that the House may sit longer. We have also voluntarilly cut qur time,
otherwisc the members could have spoken longer than what they are speak-
ing now. . . -

Mr. SPEAKER: That is my discretion,
Shr. HARESWAR GOSWAMI : 'That discretion is always there,

Mr SPEAKER: This is ouly a motion fos consideration,

ill be able speak- again when the passing stage will come
mem}))f rsinwz:gy Svay, await after 4-30 P.M. because I have m
fr?:;lt > Each Member will speak 5 minutes.

Maulavi TAZUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): s wcgimy
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Shri BISHAWNATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi) : Mr, Speaker, Sir .
I thanks you for giving me an opportunity to put my views before the House
I find, Sir, therc has bcen some misunderstanding in some quarters and
I want, therefore, to remove the same. Perhaps many of the hon. Members
know, Sir, that it was our Association, the Hindusthani Sammelan, which
first passed a resolution nearly two years ago at Tinsukia, that Assamese
should be the State Language of the State of Assam. After that, I had
taken a different stand and the other day I walked out from the Assembly
Chamber which has created surprise to many of the hon. Members. I am
opposed to the very principle of the Bill and I, therefore walked out from
this chamber, I want to put my views hers. Sir, I am not opposcd to
Assamese because we feel that Assamese is also one of the languages re-
cognised by the Constitution of India. So far as we are concerned, man
people think that we are Hindi speaker, but thisis not the fact. Hindi
not our mother:tongue. Our mother-tongue is Bhoipuri which is very near
to Assamese For example, I can cite an example, You say in Assamese:
“kolai jaba'’—and we say in Bhoipuri “kanhele jaiba”.

Mr. SPEAKER : You need r.ot speak on the language. You should
speak on the Bill.

/ Shri BISHWANATH UPADHYAYA : Sir, I do not oppose Assamese to
be the State language. But my Friend should know that I do not represent
the Sammelan here.

I represent a particular constituency from the district
of Cachar—Patharkandi constituency. At a conference at Silchar on the
3rd July, 1960 be decided to arrive at an amicable settlement at a round
Table Conference, The round table conference is over. '

I feel that the fathers of the
the Bill because I oppose the ve
made the State Ianguagc of a

Constitution made a blunder and I oppose
ry principle of a regional language being
gL State. The fathers of the Constitution of
India made ricognition of more than one language under Arts, 343 to 351
of the Constitution in order to replace English for official purposes. 14
languages have been recognised as such. Now, under Art. 347 the President

of India mav recognise any language as official language which is spoken by
a subs!:aptlal Proportion of the population of the State. According to the
Linguistic Survey of India there are as many as 179 languayges and 544
dialects 1n our country, but a~cording to the Constitution a dialect should
be treated as language because the word ‘dialect’ does not occur in the
Constitution of our Country. To have integrity and unity of the State we
muyst have one common language......ee00er e roesrannnnn,
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" Shri MAHAM SINGH [Cherrapunji (Reserved for Scheduled
ribes)] : Mr. Speaker Sir, when it was incidentally suggested by some
ers in the last Budget session that Assamese should be the official

hon.Memb
of Assam I opposed. 1 opposed not because I have any ill feeling

language ;
hatsoever against the Assamese language. As a matter of fact 1 wanted
and still want now also that Assamese language should grow and grow from
day to day, not as an official language, but in its literature and in other
- respect. ¢ want Assamese language to progress and be progressively used
by the peogle whose mother tongue 1t 1s. .But . then I oppose Assamese to
pe the official language because the conditions in Assam do not permit to
unity as the official language for the

have the language of only one comm
whole State: Later when it was decided that Assamese languagc should
I find a sharp division between the Assamese

be the official lapguague I find 2 &
eaking peopPle and the other linguistic groups. ‘We have the Brahmaputra
" Valley, where the majority speaks Assamese and on the other hand we have
the Hill districts and Cachar, Itisa division of our Srate inco two parts.
The Brahmaputra Valley, which is more .th,lg:kly populated and on the
other the Hill Districts and Cachar with a biggrr area but less populatioh,
Many of my Friends have said that Assanesc being the language spoken
by the majority and as the majority want that Assamese should be the
official  Janguage of :the. State. It should be -declared so
{ consider it is not a majority based on any democratic prin-
ciple but 2 majority of one: linguistic groulzi over other minority linguistic
groups. In the discussions today also I find opinions are sharply divided

happy and distressed.  Eversince 1952

- 2 linguistic bases and I feel very unha r
on linguistic Member of this Legislature 1 tried my lcvel best

* when 1 was elected as -2 : .

. o bring about unity among different sections of the people. But now I find

" thig language question has brought ?bou.t the greatest division between
leading to disintigretion of the State. This gestion

. different cox wnities ] : 1 inferi .
* “"hasbroughta feeling of fear insecurity and inferionty in the minor linguistic
? &iil appreciate the Govemmcn; thasd.rfri{ade its best attempt and in
#8311 ha tried its best ito -accomo ate dilierent. i

-_ud_' "?3 o seotions of the people,

. -
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but evcn then when the language of a major linguistic group is made the
official language the fear apd insccurity ca'not be easily removed from
the minds of the pcople beloi ging to the other group. Since the time is
limited, 1 will only make some suggestions. In order to bring about greater
unity and incgrity of our Siate it is very much essential that we should
place all the people of Assam of whatever community they belong on an
cqual footing especially regarding language. No section of the people and no
person should fecl superior over others only because he belongs to a certain

class or community and no onc should have greater advantage and oppor-

tunity simply because he speaks a certain language.  After all the differences
and division that has taken place, I feel that in order to overcome them again
and to bring about greater u “ity and integri y of he State we should declare
Hindi as the official language of the S-atc of Assam and other languagcs
given their rightful place at the district level That is in the Brahmaputra
Valley we can have Assamese, in Cachar Bengali and in the Hills Districts
the languages or languages to be decided by the respective District Councils
to be used for official purposes in the district level only. Although different
commuu.ities inhabit district pockets and Places in the State of Assam and
in some Districts we have more of one community and in other different
Districts other commur ities, we find that as we are living together in our
State, we arc connccted together at the [Siate level of administration. At
the State Level we should not allow one section of the people to have morc
advantage over the others. The other day the Chief Miiister when he
introduced this language Bill asked for certain suggestions. For the greater
unity and integrity of the State I feel that we should have only one official
language, i.e. Hindi, at the State level, when it replaces Epglish.. This will
placc all the linguistic groups of Assam on an equal footing.

Shri RAM PROSAD CHAUBEY ( Lakhipur ) :
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#Shri B'MALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I am grateful to all those Hon’ble Members who participated in this
debate to-day. [ am alS_O grateful to them for their criticism and also for
the various suggestions with they have given. On this language issue I have
explained mYS_Clrfu“Y in the speech which I delivered at the time of introduc-
tion of this Bill. I do not think, Sir, I have much more to say on this issue.
But nevertheless I would like to speak a few words on some points which have
been raised during the debate to-day. Sir I find that public opinion of the di-
fferent parts of the State has been fully reflected to-day in this House during
the course of discussion. Unfortunately, the people - [ our State have not been
able to come to an agreed solution on this official language issuc. The pcople
of the Brahmaputra Valley hold one view, the people of Hills hold another/
and the people of Gahcr hild still oaother view. Our difficulty to
day is that our people have not been able to come tO any agreed solution
on this language issue. Sir, that is a hard reality and that has been reflec- -
ted to-day in this lHouse. Then what are we to do ? Shou'ld we postpone
this issue ? Will that be desirable ? [his official language question was
thought over and over again and the opinion of thc per.‘pl-e was taken on
this matter. We consulted the representatives of the various parties, but
nobody advised us, in view ofall that bal happened in our State and in
view of the tease atmosph re previling in _the State, that this issue should .
be delayed. Therelore Sir, when the different sections of our perple have
not b;cri able to come to an agreed solurion on th’s matter we Cilfmo‘t/delay
the decision on this issue and we have to take a decision,  All these three
things combined have put us into a very difficult position.  We tried our
best and as a matter of fact we left no stone unturned to bring about some
adjustment of these different views We tried our b~st but I am sorry to tell
this House that that we did not succeed.

A

*Speech not corrected,
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The Bill which we have presented before this House was based on a
formula of two lan (¢s at the State level—Assamese, and English when
it is replaced bfﬁﬁ%\m Siry all of us have secn the public reaction
to this proposal. I made it perfectly clear in the House on the date of
introduction of the Bill that I do not claim this as an ideal proposal ; but
these are the circumstances un-er which .we are compeled to come before the
House with this proposal. We did rot have a closed mind ;s we received

all suggetions fer the improvement of this Bill, and we have given very
serious consideration to all those proposals.

Sir, why did we think about Hindi in this Bill ? If I may say so, it
was with the object of accommodating our Hill brothers and sisters. We
v appreciated their difficulties, and we felt that if we could provide Hindi also
along with Assamese, that might be a possible solution of these difficulties.
But you know Sir, the reaction to this bilingual formula also.

Reference has been made about Shri Pantji. In fairness to him I must
say that he did not come here to impose anything on us. As a matter of
fact, he came here at our request. His attitudc was that this is your problem,
and it is you, the people ol Assam, who will have to solve the problem;
but if you feel that I could be of any use, then utilise me. He did not come
hete to impose anything on us.

Now Sir, a question has been asked by Mrs, Chanda that whether the
‘; Bill is a bilingual one. Yes, it is bilingual at the State level, and at the
\ district level the proposal as embodied in the Bill 1s multi-lmgual, a.nd
with regard to English and Hindi, Fnglish goes out after a certain period
and Hindi tak:s its place. That was the propesal.

My friend Capt. Sangina has asked something about my speech on this

Bill. I mentioned in the speech that Assamese also would be in the Secre-
tariat level. I think some thing like that he referred. If he kindly goes through
the Bill he will find that first in the Bil) for the declaration of Assamese and

" English to be replaced by Hindi. These two will be the State’s Official
languages. Then there is a provision for the transition period. For the

" transition period it is said that English would continue. When the transition
period i 5 main clause becomes operative, But that was lelft open.

It would have !Jeen a matter of Notification we issue that what language
would be used in the Secretariat and the Directorates.

P LIAMSON sANGMA [Phulbari (Reserved for Sche-
‘f!‘l'lled Tribes)]: I said with regard to proviso to secetion 3, which is as
ollows : —

“Provided the English lan
sible under Article 343 of ¢he

| used for all the officia] pur
; ment of the State Goverp
before the commenceme

guage so long as the use thereof is permis.-
Constitution of India, shall continue to be
poses of the decretariat and the Heads of Depart.-
ment for which it was being used Immediately
nt of this Act.”’

’.., *Speech not corrected,
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Whiile in the subsequent proviso it was provided for gi
translation in Assamesc of various Acts and orderss and th
side by side as language at the Secretariat level.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : In any case
rovisn for the transitron periad, that so long English continucs,

that was the . 4
pending this the main proviso.comes into opcration.

mber of this House have been

_ 1 have atready expla.ir{ed aud cvery me
able to appreciate‘how difficult it is to find an agreed solution of this
issue.

ced from the point of principle.

ments have beer advan
lare a State language it must have

Many argu . .

Some of the members said that if you dec
SO s to all the places; how can you sgop'it, and some friends said that we
the very principle of the Bill,i. e., the principle of declaring

On the other hand, there is demand for

object to
Naturally in such

Assamese as t
declaring A
circumstances

he official langauge.
gsamese as - the sole official’ language

difficuliies are really very great.

Sir, we have received many suggestions for imp: ovement of this Bill
and when: this House would cousider this Bill, clause by clause. Govern-
its views before this House how Governmct feels about

ment will peace
those suggestions:
One very important question has been raised that why not declare
alone as the official languace of the Statc; Decn’t have two
in the

Assamese :
We- feel -that unless we keep Hindi and Assamese
blems will not be solved. There-

ruages-
lsae’,‘;mﬁ jat and th> [)irgctomtes. our pro
fore, We are row: thinking as to how b-st to redraft this Bill or to cxamine
the amendments which have come before us. I have an appeal
f this House; whether they are people of “the -

f Cachar. or people of the Hill di:tricts, they
e have differences of opinion on this iss 1e.

e all-your people.
a y he a credited lesders of those people.. You have to give 2
oud be fo-the unity and not

But vou.are t

proper leadi to the pevple—-that lead s .ot

for anything else. 1 know 1t 18 2 very difficult proposition, but never-
theless if we claim 1O represent the people, if you, the a credited
Jeaders of the people do not try to solve these issues, then who is going
to. solve these? you will have to solve this problem however difficult
it may  be. “Therefore, 1 »gould appeal to all” the hon. Members to
have 2 sprit"of“ accommodation and consideration. you cannot ignore
the sentiment of any section of your pg.ople. Respect the sentiments
a8 far a8 possible ; try to bring about an a ljustment.

to-all the members o

hm utra'valley,‘people o
Brab o The peop!

~, L ASON: SANGMA [Phulbari (R | .
napt. WILLIAMSON SANGMA [ (Reserved ,for Sche-

duleds __*c’ Bxibes)]: The bon: Member, was: questioning, ‘Why there is

$'ixﬁx’lposil:ion ?”

. ' / .

#Speech not corrested.
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If T may say $0, we are trying hard to make the provisions in such
a way that therc is no imposition at all. If an officer goes to the Garo
Hills from the Brahmaputra valley and if he has to learn Garo there thas
becomes his duty to learn that language. We have also -provided in
the Bill that so long as an officer is not able to learn a district Jan-

guage, he will be given the option to write in English. Whatever

difficulties are forescen, those difficulties, I believes, could be removed
or at .least wminimised to

. A great extent if we think in a spirit of
accommodation. Lan !

Now, about our district languages. I have examin i

of almost all the political parties of the State. Ahnr:slt :ﬂ ptgifti:::d‘;?gm
have reached agreement so far as district la ages are concerned Ks w:
pointed out by the Howble Member Shri Hem Chandr  Ghaksabem
our difticulty today is the language at the State leavel. ‘There is the atest
difference of opinion Sir, as 1 said we are trying very hard ro see how %vr:ma

adjust things and .satislty our people. It is not our intention ol putting diﬁt
culty on any scction of our people. At the same time it is not possible to
postpone this decision because we feel that it will do more harm .than good

Therefore, we have to take a decision as best as possible and for thay 1
appeal o all the members of this House for their full cooperation.. 8ir, we
will have more occasion of discussing this Bill when it comes for ’oon-
sideration clause by clause and there will be muny amendments Th

other day the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee also has su gesteci .
has suggested some amendments and I will wait for that digate whi o we
discuss this Bi%vglt?luzﬁ by ;-:lause a(lixd vsvhen we give our opinion on allc?h:s:
suggestions, i ese few words, Sir, I respect ]

M% getion p my thanks to.the hon.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that th :
Bll, 1960 to taken into consideration. ‘e Assam Ol’ﬁcxal ngguage

*Capt, WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbasi o
Scheduled Tribes]): Bcfore this question is[ p,:: bgi';‘ I(Reserved for
House as 1 do not want to Pparticipate, T S, \valk.og: of this

(Capt. Williamson A. Sangma, walks ant)

‘.;_:}
*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI -
put, may I know from the Chief Ministc(:R ampur):  Before the .question is

the Bill is going to be changed or not ? whether the bilingual ¢charactey-of

Mr. SPEAKER: It depends on the amendments,

*Shri HARESWAR GO ) .
that the Bill is as it now stangs‘,VAMI ¢ We have taken into considération

*Speoch not corracted
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+Shri GAURISANKAR2BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): The Bill

ag it stands now.

: BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :

We have

o congider the Bill as it is before the House today.

Mr. SPEAKER: The quest.ton is that the Assam Official Language

Bill, 1960 be taken into consideration.

_ 1, Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha,
' 2 Shri Fakliruddin Ali Ahmed.
Shrl Rup Nath Brahma.
Shrl Deveswar Sarmabh.
5. Shri. Kamakhya Prasad Tri-
. 6. Shri Hareewar Das.
7. M. Momul Haque Chaudhury

3. Shri Mahendra Nath Hazriks.

9. Shri Biswadev Sarma.
"1"0‘. Shn Radhika Ram Das.
11, Shri Grindra Nath Gogoi.
12. Shri Lalit Kumar Daley.
3. Maulavi Abdul Matlib Mazum-

1 4. Shg Bhuban Chandra Pra- .
dhani.

1§. Shri Bishnu
16. Shri Dandeswar
- 17, Shri _D_eyendr?. Nath Hazarika.

Hazarika.

18, Shri Dhirsingh  Deuri.
19, Siri Durgeswar Saikia.

Lal Upadhyaya.

- 20. Dr. Ghanashyam Das.

21. Shri Hakim Chadra Rabha.
22, Shri Harinarayan Barua.

23. Shri Indreswar Khaund.

24, Shri Joga Kanta Barua.

25. Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala.
26. Shri Khogendra Nath Nath.
27. Maulavi Kobad Hussain

Ahmed. -
28. Prof. (Shrimati) Komol Ku-

mari Barua.
29. Swami Knshnananda Btahma
-~ . chari. - .

30. Shri Lila Kanta Bora.

31. Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta.

32. Shri Mahadev Das.

.. 33. Maulavi Mahammad Idris.

_84. Shri Manik Chandra Das.

35, Shri Mohananda Bora.
~36. Shri Mohmdra Pegoo.

37. Shri Mohi Kanta Das.

~ 38. Shri Narendra Nath Sarma.
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39. Maulavi Nurul Islam. 47.-Ramnath Sarma.
3 40. Shri Omeo Kumar Das. 48. Shri Sarat Chandra Goswamj.
d ‘41, Shrimati Padma Kumari Go- 49. Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi.

42. thl';all?lirnananda Ghetia. 50. Shﬁ Siddhi Nath Sanpa.

43. Shri Radha Charan Cho u- 51. Shri Surendra Nath Das.

4. St Biha Kishna Khemka, 52. Shri Tajuddin Prodhani.

45. Shri Rajendra Nath Das. 53. Shri Tankeswar Chetia.

46. Shri Ram Nath Das. 54. Mr. Usha Barthakur,

Noes—17.

1. Shri Brendra Kumar Das. 10, Shri :{hhogendm Nath Barba.
ruah.
2. Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya.

11. Shri Mathias Tudu.
3. Shri Phani Bora.

12. Md. Matlebuddin.
4. Shri Gaurisankar Bhatta- -

charyya. 13. Shri Prabbatnarayan Chou.

dhury,
5. Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar.

14. Shri Kumar Prokritish C
6. Shri Gopesh Namasudra, Barua, okritish Chandra

9. Shri Hareswar Goswami. 15, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das.

8. Shri Hiralal Patwari. 16. Dr. Srihari Das.

r S/ 9. Maulvi Jahan Uddin Ahmed. 11, Shri Tarun Sen Deka.

(The question was adopted)

Mr. SPEAKER: Consideratian clanse by clause and Motion for

passing of the Awam Official Language Bill, 1960, have been fixed in the

Revised Provisional Programme of Business of the Assembly on the 24th
. Hon’ble Members who desire to table amendmentsto—

this Bill,should send their notices so as to reach the Assembly Secretariat
‘{\ on of befoie 4 P. M., on 21st October 1960.
N
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The outstanding business in today’s Agenda will be tak
‘l;’.ridaye the} ilsto l?:;tﬁcx;j 1960. On Saturday, thc ;22n(,}e Octo?:::r l;gG‘();,l
iscussion of the Chief-Minfster’s statement i i
in the State has been fixed. , egarding the last distrubances
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.m,
QOctober, 1960. " : ; on Thursday, the 20th

R.N. BARUA,

Secretary, Assam Legislati
Assembly, sristive







