


Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Second General Election
e ’ under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
" Constitution of India

_The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A.M. on
Wednesday, the 26th October, 1960.

\

PRESENT

: 'Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B.L., Speaker, in the Chair, Five
Ministers, Three Deputy Miuisters and Seventy-one Members.

38 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
' Regarding selection of bhooks for the State District Libraries
F Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-west) asked :
! .
| *73. Will the. Ministar-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—
(a) Who are the person or persons entrusted by the Government
of Assam to select books for the State District Libraries ?
(b) Whsther any principle has been laid down for selection ?
: (c) If so, what are they ?
o~ Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education) replied :
% SN 73. (a)—Each Distiict Library has got an Advisory Committee consist-

& ing of eleven members both officials and non-officials, constituted by the
' Government for a period of three years and one of the functions of the

FCommlttee is to advise on selection of books.
=Y
n laid down for

(b) & (c)—No hard and fast principle has bee fo
ples in selecting

selection but generally all Libraries follow certain princi
books. Some of these are—

1. Suggestions of the readers.

2. Reviews from various trade, ]ournals, Boak-lists,
3. Local demand and suitability.

4. Current literature subject to suitability, etc.

magazines, €lCe
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Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) :
4T SlRefT F{bI @6IFE ayRiEe F fes w1 @ =)

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Mininister, Edu-
cation): District Librarys <=3l rule wns =iz % o
92 (321 Advisory FfT iyl I 271 as the case may be
the Deputy Commissioner, Subdivisonal Officer, D.I. of Schools,
Chairman, Municipal Board, Chairman, Local Board, Chair-

man, School Board, Head Master of Local High Schools and
four District Librarians. ; '

. Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : c3faziea District
Library3 crats wem i1 9 sticaic ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: 39 A9 GT20EI T4 GIElE |
Mr. SPEAKER : cigia fimie= i fiq oAd |
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: =ty afem 59 cafafeal |

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: szw eaad
AZF R e zq ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : ffiaie A ET THIATO
Rk < ; &

_ Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Ft4 recommen-
dations @2fmte a@ig £z

Mr., SPEAKER :

£ e (IS T {478 Fi4 recommendation «sf&F=EtT
At =3 ;

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: 4«sfags Inspectorq wiafof@
T |

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara) : «2
3o f3aiF function e ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: |

Shri MAHADEV DAS [Barpeta (Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes)|: == craq 7ca foa1 2w ?

Shrl RADHIKA RAM DAS ¢ =fsifi

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: % sg4aa wiz
feam foa P

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: foft g4
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Mr. SPEAKER: @i3cBls ®e9 famis tzog | a9 A9,
supplementary Fits, 77 2(*[@ Teathl SlEce Wi Acd | @EFA
T2 ifffe (¥ wilfztml @, supplementary i St  each Wi =,
92091 supplementary question < Fi7 |

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Jamunamukh):

S 7147 Teq AT Izo Avme Wit atdte e @i note 4w
90 za

Mr. SPEAKER : 7 wfics—atsen 1 3 afct |

Regarding burning of houses at Mandia village in Barpeta
Subdivision
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-west) asked : 3
*74. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state— :
(a)  Whether it is a fact that all the houses of about 45 tamilies
of Mandia village of Barpeta Subdivision (distance from
Barpeta to Mandia being about 5 miles) were burnt to
ashes by miscreants on 6th July 1960 ?

(b) Whether it is also a fact that all the belongings of the said

families were looted away and an old lady has been burnt
to death ?

(c) Whether it is also a fact that the miscreants remained there

ib? about three hours and came back towards Barpeta side
with the booties ?

(d)  Whether it is also a fact that during this period of operation
local Government authority received the information, but no
sL€ps were taken to stop the miscreants in their acts of
hooliganism ?

() If so, what measures have been taken by Government against

the local officers at fault as well as to detect and punish the
miscreants ?

~ Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

74. (2)—It is reported that in between the night of 6th July 1960 and

early morning of 7th July 1960, houses of 42 families at Mandia village in
Barpeta Subdivision were burnt by miscreants.

(b)—{i) So far as the first part of the question is concerned, the
Government have no information as no such complaint was reported = but
1t 1s reported that houses of 33 families of the same village other than those
referred to above were looted They were pesty businessmen.

(ii) An old lady who was said to be ill and infirm was reported
to be burnt to death as she refused to come out of her houss even though
the neighbours tried to persuade her to come out.

(¢)—No information is available up-till now [rom any source about

the C_IUI‘atlon_uf the stay of the miscreants at Mandia nor about the
particular direction by which the miscreants dispersed.
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{d)—No information was received by the local authority till 8 A.m.
on 8th July 1960. Mandia, although 7 miles from Barpeta town (Barpeta
police station) is under the Baghbar police station. Police was sent at
about 9 A.M. from Barpeta police station. The mischief was done before
information was received at Barpeta or at Baghbar police station.

(e)—(i) No report to lapses on the part of the Government officers
entrusted with maintenance of law and order have been received so far and

therefore the question of taking action against them does not arise at
present.

(ii) Three cases have been started and 15 persons arrested in
connection with the above incident.

"Mr. SPEAKER : I want a clarification from the Hon’ble Minister.
In reply to (b)(ii) it is stated, “an old lady who was said to be ill and infirm
was reported to be burnt to death as she refused to come out of her house,
etc”’, why could she not be taken out of the house ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Finance, Minister): This is
our report Sir, I don’t known why she was not taken out.

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems that there were people when that lady was

burnt to death why the people instead of persuading her to come out, did
not themselves take her out ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: These were all petty thatched
houses. When the houses caught fire naturally inmates of those houses
rushed out and shouted for the other inmates to come out but when the lady
In question refused to come out those people dared not go into the flames.
I think that was the position Sir.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari—Wt_aS_t)i
Mandia is only 7 miles from Barpeta and it is said that the fire was visible
from the town, why within that three hours the police could not be sent to
he rescue of the affected people ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Where is it said that the Place
of occurence was visible from the town ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Mardia is not in Barpeta police station in Baghbar.
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: Is there any objection

for one police officer who is being nearer to the place of occurrence to take
cognisance of certain matters when there is an exigency ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : The reply was there. Assoon
as the information was received in Barpeta assistance was sent from Baghbar

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA :Has any of the miscreants been arrested ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Yes, 15.
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Regarding compensation paid to the owners of fruit and other trees
felled by the Survey Party for tracing the Ropeway Line

U JOR MANIK SYIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] asked :

*75. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Department and
Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether compensation has since been paid to the owrers
of fruit trees, ekra and other trees felled by the Survey
Party for tracing the Ropeway Line ?

(b) If not, what is the reason for the delay ?

(¢) When were the trees cut and felled ?

(d) Whether Government is aware that some of the fruit trees
yield an income of Rs.100 to Rs.200 per annum ?

{(e) Whether it is a fact that the trees were forcibly cut without
any reference to the owners concerned ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Parliamentary Secretary, Tiibal
Areas) replied : ‘
75. (a) - No.
(b)—The proposal of the payment of Rs.14,712 as compensation
is now under scrutiny of Government and will be paid as early as possible.

{c)—The trees were cut and felled during the period from Ist
October 1959 to 27th December 1959.

(d)—Government is not aware of. Even if some of the fruit trees
did yield an fmnual income varying from Rs.100 to Rs.200 there was no
other alternative but to cut them as they came on the alicament for the

Ropeway Project which is for the benefit of the people in United Khasi and
Jaintia Hills District.

(e)—No. At the instance of the State Government the Survey of
India undertook the ground survey of a portion of the alignment of the
proposed Shella-Shillong-Pandu Ropeway and in course of the said survey
only those trees which stood in the alignment and when were found abso-
Jutely necessary to be cut down to facilitate the survey were felled. The
Chiel Executive Member, United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District Council
and the Syiem of Mylliem were duly informed of the matter prior to the
undertaking of the actual survey operations, with the request to give all
possible help and co-operation to the Survey Party. It was made clear to
them that reasonable compensation would be paid to the villagers concerned
for the damage that might he caused during the survey. Further, the Syiem
was specifically requested by the Deputy Commissioner, Shillong to issue
Purwana to the concerning villagers asking them not to obstruct but to help
the Survey Party in their operations and as a matter of fact the Syiem did so
under his Purwana No.214, dated 9th November 1959.

U JORMANIK SIEM: May I know when this conpensation is going
to be paid ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY: Itwill be paid as soon as scrutiny
is over.
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Construction of permanent bunds at Kh2najan and Dhantola in
Kamrup District

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

*76. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (Flood
Control) be pleased - to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that the river Pagladiya in the
District of Kamrup has been breached twice in the same
place, at village Khanajan ?

(b) Whether Government is aware that a second breach took
place near Dhantola ?

(c) Whether Government is aware that many villages of Dhar-
mapur, Khetridbarmapur, Batahgilla and Natun Dehar
Mauzas were inundated by flood water rushed through these
breaches ?

(d) Whether these breaches have been repaired ?

(e) If not, why ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [ Minister-in-charge
Public Works Department (Flood Control and Irrigation)| replied :

16. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(c)—Yes.

(d)—One breach at Khanajan has since been repaired. A Jow
level Dam is being - constructed at Dhantola. Permanent bunds will be
eonstructed at these plac%s during this working season.

(e)—In view of reply at (d) above, this does not arise.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) : Do
Government know that the breach at Khanajan was due to the neglizerce of
the - Officers of the Department and that of the Subdivisional Officer was
failing in his duty to attend to the work there which is only one mile from
the town ?

M. MOINUL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D. (Flood
Control)]: JNo Sir,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY : Will the Minister
enquire whether the Superintendent Engineer went to Nalbari after the
breaches occurred but did not visit the aJected site ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The Superintending Engin-
eer might or might not visit, may be, he had more urgent work. What is
there to be enquired into ?

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: Our information was
that through he tame to enquire about the breaches he wade cnquires
stmply at Nalbari and did not visit the spot ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D. (Flood
Control)| : I will take this information from the hou. member.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)]: Will the Hon. Minister be pleased to enquire whether the
breaches were due to negligence of the Subdivisional Officer, Nalbaii ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : If the hon. member tells
me what is the precise nature of his negligence I can have an enquiry made.
But what enquiry can I make on vague allegation ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That he did not take timely steps.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHQUDHURY: The breach might have
been due to sudden pressure of water and it might not have been possible
to take any steps. Therefore I would like to know the precise allegations
before I can enquire.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY : The public of the
locality have written to the Anti-Corruption Department for an enquiry.
Will the Flood Control Department also pursue the matter ? :

Mr. SPEAKER : How can Anti-Corruption Department come here ?

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: About the allegation
of negligence.

Regarding Cofltrib!;tion of the Government of India towards the
expenditure of the rehabilitation of the people affected
by the recent language disturbances in the State |

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-west) asked :

$o2. Will the Minister-in«charge of Relief and Rehabilitation be
pleased to state—

(a) WI_lelher it is a fact that the Government of Assam is to bear
all the expenditure of rehabilitation of persons affected

during the time of recent language disturbances in Assam ?

(b) Whether any material aid has been rendered by the Govern-
ment of India for this purpose ?

(c) If the reply to the question (b) above is in  the negative
whether any :nove to that effort has been made ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Finance Minister, for
Chief Minister) replied :

77. (a)—So far the State Government have met all expe'ndilure
incurred for this purpose.
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\b)—-Not 50 far.

(c)—The matter 1'1as been discussed with Fhe Government of India
about the letter’s contribution towards the expenditure of rehabilitation of
the people affected by the recent disturbances and a formal letter requesting
the Government of India to contribute towards such expenditure has also
been sent. .

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakkimpur): May I know
what is the probable cost of rehabilitation of these people ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): It is
difficult to say now. As the hon. Members are aware, we have already
made a provision of over Rs.1,20,00,000 for the purpose of giving relief.
This does not take into account other costs, itke cost of transport, etc. It
is, therefore, difficult at present to give any exact figure, but it may be
over two crores of rupees.

Regarding a Homeopathic Dispensary at Khatérupiabathan in
Kamrup District

shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked:

#7g. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Health be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government aré aware that there is 2 Homeopathic
Dispensary at village Khatarupiabathan (Kulbilghat) of

mauza Dharmapur in the district of Kamrup ?

(b) Whether itisa fact that the said dispensary is managed by
the Dharmapur Shwatha Sangha since a long time without
any help and aid from the Government of Assam ?

(c) Whether Government are aware that an average number of
500 patients a month have undergone treatment in the
dispensary ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the said Shwatha Sangha have been
submitting representations to the Government of Assam for
monetary aid and recognition ?

(¢) What steps Government have taken for the improvement of
the dispensary ?

(f) If not, why?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue for Minister, Medi-
cal) replied: :
78. (a)—Government have no information.
(b) to (f)—Do not arise.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: Enquity 1 tzwrs enqui
T4 THE AF TCIMCT IO | quiry ¥ Cee enquiry

Shn HARESWAR DAS: The Registrar of the Board of Homeonathic
Medicine and the S. D. M. O., Gauhati, were written to supply inforrgation
about this matter. We 'have not received any reply from the S.D M. O.
gough telegraphic reminder was sent. The Registrar of the Board of

omeopathic Medicine reported that they had no such information,
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+Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTAGHARYA (Gauhati): May I know
whether the' Registrar. of the ' Board of 'Homeopathic Medicine is a
Government ‘employee ? ‘- vd Loeilen

Shri HARESWAR DAS: He is Shri L. P. Changkakoti, a person
who is'interested 'm homeopathic medicine, : e

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTAGIIARYYA i My question ‘was
whether he i§ a Governiiient employee over whom Government have control,
and not whether he is or is not interested in homeopathic medicine, . -

Shri HARESWAR DAS: He is not a Government employee.

. Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East):  Is
it not afact that the Homeopathic Board is not property functioning ?

. v Shri HARESWAR DAS:  There may be somelapses, but  the Board
15 functioning. . There are 11 members. of whom one is dead. ‘The term
of 3 years has expired. , The Act has been/ amended and! there is going to
be re-election.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): May 1 know when
was the first letter written to the S.D M.O., Gauhati ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: 'On 17th October, 1960.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: .‘The Homeopathic

Board is going to be reconstitute soon. Do 'Government propose to include
some good Homeopaths in the Boar:l ?

l-Shri 'H'ARESWAR DAS: That is laid down in the Act * itself.

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Are

Govcp}mcnt aware that many homeopaths fhave not yet been granted
practising'tlicerices ? ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: That do-cs not arise.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): «fsicatfia
AT (F,4115) 1 buildingta Fits zmAeta 47 atg sfecs 78 mae
T4 BT FT cliten @ o @t e oo ST 210
T G tace  orefamita Bed cetfaly o T =z 2

Mr. SPEAKER : You cannot, by a question, press for assurance from
Governmeént for taking up certain institutions.

Regarding a Communigue issued by the Education Department

i lShel BIRENDRA' KUMARDAS [Patacharkuchi (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

*79. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—
(a) - Whether it is a fact’ that the Political Dep?}rtment of (_Sovern-
ment of Assam has issued a communique wherein they
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have warned the students community of Assam to remain
aloof from taking any parts in organising. strikes, demon-
strations, hartals and demand days, etc., otherwise they
will be penalised by cancellation of Government Scholar-

ships and stipends and expulsion from education institu-
tions ?

(b) Whysuch a Government communique debarring the students

community from taking parts in organising strikes, demon-
strations, hartals and demand days were issued ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education)
replied : (O

79. (a)—Yes, such a circular was issued from the Education Depart-
ment, ,

(b)—For promotion of academic activities of the students and for

maintenance ' of academic discipline among the student community at
large. X

Dr, SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta): Is it not a fact that the Constitution

has accorded the students certain fundamental rights like freedom of speech, |
freedom of | assernbly and so on and how can Government take them away.

-

Mr. SPEAKER: Most probably those rights have not been taken

away by the circular.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): ‘5m, “giatat
FOAT ©4” @ Brwetd 5910 circular frm wiSecn ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: =7

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patachark chi (R ed for
Scheduled Tribes)]: Do Government[ = (Resexe

the student : e desire to safeguard the rights of
s s as given the Constitution, Pe, o.
freedom of assembly, etc.y? : itution, fe. g., freedom of speech,

Mr. SPEAKER : These are for all, naot for the students alone.

i KUMAR DAS i I i
: .] I_lEI JDRA‘ 2 s 1t a fact that the student
c ]lILilnlt) 13 reSPODSlblC for the recent disturbances ?

Mr. SPEAKER: How dces that question arise ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: It does not arise,

Grant of two advanced increments to Governmen

their successful completion of st ot servants fov. .o

udies abroagd

Shri MOH
Tribes)] maoh EDHAR PEGOO [Jorbat (Reserved for Scheduled

80. Will the Chief Minister be Pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government grant a Post-

Gra lowance to
these Government servants duate al

of regular cadre who proceeded
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" aboard for higher studies on Assam Government ‘Scholars
ship, en resuming duties (if no higher post is allotted)
al:'ter sucessful completion of diploma or degret ‘assigned to
them ?

(b) If not, Whether the Goverhment proplose to grafit such allow-
ahce to those officers ?

(c) If not, why ?

(d) If the answer to (a) above in the affirmative what is the
amount of such allowance ?

lz:dhri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education)
replied : .

.80, (a), (b), (c) & (d)—A decision has. been taken to grant two
advanced increments to Government servants on return from their study/
training abroad if they are appointed to the same or equivalent post which
they held prior to their going abroad, subject to certain conditions, |

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaom):
"5 advance increment fim (2 g—aTAFA fFIT A2 Ay, o
TAME Aqrs feastt fRac P

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: feare frm tzeg ofF sidiics!
afr? fi o 72w
~_ Shri MOHI DHAR PEGOO (Porhat [Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: tsfea A F41 (2R ?

" Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: a2t recently 2ol ==

hftsl

" Mr. SPEAKEKR: He said there are certain conditions,
Shri RADHKA RAM DAS: Sir, these are the conditions:—

(1) that the training or higher qualification obtained has a direct
bearing on the Government servants normal duties ;

" (2) that advance increments should not be given for a short training
of less than six month unless it is followed by recognised degree
or diploma. In the case of a course of training of six months or
more it will be preferred if it .is followed by a degree or a

diploma ;

(3) the training/study should be completed satisfactorily by the
Government servant concerned and the prescribed examination,
if any, should be passed in order that he may be eligible for the
advance increments.

These are the 3 conditions Sir.
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Regarding establishment of Magistrate’s Court at Nazira

Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira) asked /"
*81. Will'the Chi-f Minister ‘be pleased to' state—

(a) Whether Government have ' lately' réceived a copy of the
resolution of the Nazira Town Congress Committee regarding

the establishment of Magistrate’s Court at Nazira ?
(b)  What action Government propose ;bigake' on the resolution ?
Shti BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replicd :

81, (a)—VYes.

(b)-=The matteris under active consideration of !tI}e' Gover Oment,

Realisation of Land Revenue by the Sub-Deputiy Collector,
TLLDELS 7 Naharkatia, Civcle S} cfraet

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)asked :
- 3 1 :;:i:.‘ 1 '!f—#f

*82. Will the Ministebiﬁ—charge of Revenue-be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it"is /a fact that Sub:-Deputy Collector, __N%lha}'katia
Circle realised Rs.79-12-0 from or¢ ‘Tirtheswar " Dutlh, 4
flood-affected person, vide his receipt No.72, dated 21st May

1111956 (of Book No!310)- ‘as land~ révehué for! T3ibighas of
requisitioned plot of land for 4 (four) years, i.e., for 1952-53,
1953-54, 1954-55 and 1955-56 ?

(b) Whether possession of the 15 bighas of land was given to this

1 P #.'1 r K ¥

‘“flood-affected persew ?

“#(c) If'so; when-? 32 -2AC MAST AHHAANA isd2

(d) Whether it i a ‘fact that he applied to the Deputy Com.
missioner, Dibtugarh on 8th June 1957, 8th May 1958, 14th

May 1958, 13th June 1958, 26th July 1958, 5th August 1958

25th April 1960 and on  other dates ‘praying * for giving'
possessiofi “of the land'in question ? e

N  TE{E) e
in

(€)' Why “the 'Sub-Deputy Collector, Naharkatia '¢ould not give
Possession to this person in 1956, or 1957 when lang
s %FCYEF{Ug was realised from him since 1952 to 1956 ?
s ) 1 | I Vouiziearneis i £
(f‘ thther it i a fact that the Subdi‘v-i_qional'iomcer, Naharkatia
.‘;erved notice on this person 0 be present at Wilton Grant on
th October 1958 and 15th Tebruary ' 1959 ‘but no revenue
OHicer visited the place on those days ?
JHC B0 HIDIIC G Ol 918 ol
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() Why the Sub.Deputy Collector could not keep programme and
could 'not give possession to this person up to 1960 ?
(h) What is'the number of persons from whom revenue was realised
but possession. had not been given in requisitioned land in
Wilton Grant in Jungakhat Mauza by the Subdivisional
beitgar g Officgr,Naharkatia foinitd) €HMHA [ F fd?

yorl {0y ol

=70 2 Shei HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

82. (a) to (h)—Information has been called for..

. Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Sir, when the

" notice . was Sérved " more than a month before’ why, the information

could not be furnished ?

Shri HARESWAR'DfA‘g Su‘, ftl;le‘! A éuc;tién : was’ “féf:éivféd? uonly on
13th October, 1960 and the informations were' the be sent to the Assembly
Secretariat on or before 21st October. So th? information could no be

+~ farnished; o

Total los;_s due to breaches of embankment during the _F_l"i‘?d of July

I . F . ¥

‘1" and September 1960

g ] 1 ouls } : - [}
¢ Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-west) asked :

‘refated to B Ny D.

aptyng

*83. Will the Minister-in-charge ol Public Works Department (Flood

++Control) be'pleased to state whalt is the total 1638 in breaches' of ‘embank-
In]e_nt'dfirllllg_ﬁhtia flood'of July and September1960 2

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister-in chatge, Public
Works Department (Flood Control & Irrigation)] replied :

statement is placed on the Library
table regarding damage to embankment. lotal damage to crops is awaited

1928005 otriasls.nnliell & 0 moils
83..280 Tir reported Rs 4,48,500., A S{F
from Revenue. Department. . 4

LIAT HAYHeAY LHO Inde

AN
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): Sir,

- ‘whether this' damage relates 'to ‘the personal properties or damages to the

EN.D. and also to the P.W.D. roads ?
‘M. MOINUL HAQUE' CHOUDHURY : We took the question as
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS: - 1!
4 2% noi01(To which: answers were Jaid on the: table), 17
47 Regardmg | C!;_mpleﬁ;};llof ‘Palnéha.yi“réxEléc;i;n. in Assam
Shri GHANASHYAM ‘TALUKDER ~(Sorbhog) asked :

11193 Will the Minister-in-charge of Panchayats be pleased o state—
" (a) 'Wheii the Pagchayat elections in Assam will, be completed ?
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(5) Whether any Gaon-Sabha has been constituted in Assam
having a population of less than 2,500 ?

(t) If so, what are their names ?

193. (a)—It is expected that election in all the subdivisions will be over
by the end of this month. Only a few may, however, remain till Novem-

ber.
(6)—Yes.

(c)—A list of Gaon Sabhas with less than 2,500 population is
‘placed on the Library Table.

: Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog): Sir, why such a
~ long time has been taken to complete the election ?

" Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED On account of the disturbarices
the election could not be completed.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED. (Bilasipara): Sir, will the hon.
Minister tell us as to what are the principles of constitutiug this Gaon
- Sabhas ? Why a Gaon Sabha cannot be formed with a ‘less than 3,500
population ?

.. Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :  So, far as. this Gaon Sabhas
with a population of 2,500 are concerned, it has been done having regard to
the compact areas. -It is also desirable to bring the revenue villages with a
population of less than 2,500 to constitute a Gaon Sabha,

Regarding installation of a Hydro-electric project
on the river Beki

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog) asked :

194 Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Departiment be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that - the Beki River in Kamrup District
has eroded a large number of villages in Kherija Bijni,
DG, Bonsi, Ruposi, Tipopani, Ghilazari Mauzas ?

(8) If so, how many areas of lands have eroded ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that a proposal for installation of a hydro-
electric project on the river has been abandoned by the
Government of India on’ the ground' that"the source of the
river falls within the boundary of Bhutan ?

(d) Whether Government propose to move the Government of
. India_for fresh negotiation with the Government of Bhutan
permission for installation of the project ?

SRS il 0o
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, P. W. D,
Flood * Conirol and Irrigation Wing) replied : '

194. (a) & (b)—Informations have been called for.

: (c)—Preliminary investigation and Survey work for drawing up a
scheme on the Manas was taken up in 1948 by Central Water and Power
Commission and continued upto 1951. The proposed dam and reservoir
site being within Bhutan Territory further work of investigation was pcst-
poned in 1952 due to imposition of unworkable restrictions by Bhutan
Government.

(d)—Yes. Steps are being taken to move Government of India for
taking up the matter further with the Bhutan Government for their consent
to conducting remaining investigation of the project.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog): Sir, in reply to (a)
and (b) it has been stated that informations have been' called for. May I
know when these informations will be available ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, we have ieceived the
question only on 13th October. So we could not obtain the information
within a' week;

Mr. SPEAKER:" Will you supply the hon. Members the information
when received.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): Sir,
it has been stated that investigation started upto 195l Why the State
Government could not move the G ,vernment of India to take up this matter
with the Government of Bhutan ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, I have alteady given
my full reply in 'this House. I have nothing mote to add.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER: May I know what is the total
arca that has been eroded ¥

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I want notice Sir,

Regarding erosion of the rivers Pagladia, Baganadi, Gaagar
Khola and Diring in the district of Kamrup

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharlmcln' (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) asked : .
195. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (Embank-
ment and Drainage) be pleased to state— : 2
(a) Whether Government have lately received any application
regarding the erosion and back-flow of the rivers Pagladia,
Baganadi, Gangar Khola, Diring which are passing near
the village Dihira under the Tihu Circle of the Uttarbuska
Mavuza in the District of Kamrup ?
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(b) If so, what steps

erosion of the said rivers ?

QUESTIONS [26th Oct.,"

{ FOHD AUOAR IO M4

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the said rivers washed the paddy
. field of the said”areas 2, ovieiianiist

4

(d) If so, what measures have been' taken - to . protect- the

crops ‘of the' said areas 2. : §ive 3 :
‘! (e) Whether Government: . are iaware: that the people .of the

said areas are suffering badly due to want of.drinking

water'as ‘wellias irrigation ' facility 2 BE

(f) Whether Government propose ‘to make ' provison foﬁ=irriga-'.

tion and drinking water of the said areas ?

RACGEAAAT MATHZAVMAHD ixde

- M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Public {Weorks

Department, Flood Control and Irrigation: Wing) replied: o~/ o

2195, “Information have been fcalled fore! ¢70 B1FCRA 0T AW 0
Regarding construction of Anchali Girls’ L. P. School
in the Barpeta Subdivision

P AATNSR M

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Reserved for/

Scheduled Tribes)]| asked :

196. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue he pleased to state—
(@) ‘Whether the ‘public of Anchali in! the ‘Barpeta:Sulsdivision
moved the Government since 1959 for giving ;the plot. of

land (Dag ‘No.579 in Chapaguri Mauza) to. construct a:

Girls® L. P. Schooi ? { b s : ) axls ddiwe
(b)) Whether Government are aware that copies of the applica-
tions have been submitted to, the A. S, O,,+Patacharkuchi,
Sub-Deputy Collector, Barpeta, S. O. Gauhati and the
Deputy Minister of Revenue ? =

i@

~ Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied: .

196. (a) &. (b)—The Hon’ble member’s : attention, is ;drawn. to. the
replies on these peints, given in the unstarred Question No. 462 (a) & (b)
in the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1960. . : e
Regarding the advertisement of a post of Lower Division

Assistant in the Office of the Superintendent
; of Taxes, Sibsagar :

0042

118 =

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:, '

197.1 Will the . Finance Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact thata post of Lower Division Assistant
in the office of the Superintendent of Taxes, Sibsagar
was advertised and that certain candidates were selected
for interview and that the interview was taken on 9th April,
1960 ?

.hz-n'ré b‘cé::i.-‘:" taken  to-icheck baclk-flow jand 3

—
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_(b)  Whether it is a fact that certain candidates were found
“suitable and police verifications were made ?

[ : (c) Whether itis a fact that none’ of the candidates integviewed
were appointed and 2 fresh candidates from outside the
district were appointed ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) replied:

. 197. (a)—An advertisement for filling up vacancies of Lower Division
Assistants likely to occur in the office of the Superintendent of Taxes,
Sibsagar, during the year 1960 "was made and some candidates were
interviewed by the Superintendent of Taxes on 9th April, 1960.

(b)—Yes.

i (c)—No. Two out of the interviewed candidates were appointed
as Lower Division Assistants in the office of the Superintendent of Taxes,
Sibsagar. Besides, one person belonging to Cachar district who was
retrenched from the Relief and Rehabilitation Department was appointed
as Lower Division Assistant in that office.  This was done in’ pursuance of
the Government policy to absorb as far as practicable retrenched personnel
of the Relief and Rehabilitation Department in suitable vacancics in other
Departments.

Regarding the purchase of Veterinary First Aid boxes
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog) asked :

198. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether some Veterinary First Aid boxes were purchased by
the present Director of Veterinary Department, Shri M. 1.
Malik ?

(b) If so, the number of such boxes purchased, the total cost of
all the boxes, the name and place of the supplying Firm and
from where Shri M. I. Malik hails ?

(¢) Whether there was any requisition from anybody ?

) (d) If so, what are the names of the Dispensaries or Prdjects requi-
- . sitioning the same ? -
(¢) What are the articles supplied in the First Aid Boxes ?

(f) Whether these articles could be supplied from the Dispensary
stock or not ?

(g) Ifso, why these boxes were puréhascd extra ?
(k) Whether quotations were called for from different Firms and

if s0, whether a list of the Firms submitting quotations toge-
ther with the quotation will be laid on the Table ?

( i) Which firm quoted the lowest charge ?
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(7) Whether orders were placed to the Firm submitting the lowest

quotation ?
(k) If no, what are the reasons and who is responsible for that ?
(I) Whether Government propose to realise the difference of the
price from the Officer responsible ?

M., MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary)
replied :
198. (a) to (/)—Information is being collected.

Regarding cattle epidemic in Saikhowa Mouza covering the areas
of Makum Uban, Maithong and other villages

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :
199, Will the Minister ~in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that of late there was wide spread cattle
disease in Saikhowa Mouza in the areas covered by Makum
Uban, Maithong, Dirak, Tangona and other villages ?

(b) Whether it is'a fact that cattle epidemic spread over these villa-
ges just after the flood in the area due to breach of Na-
Dihing bund near Dirakmukh on 10th July, 1960.?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that no Veterinary Officer could visit those
villages before 1st August 1960 ?

(@) Whether Government are aware of the number of cattle morta-
lity in the entire Saikhowa Mouza this year ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the nearest Veterinary dispensary s
at a distance of more than 15 miles from Maithong village
which is the Central place of the Easterni part of Saikho»%a

() wl\fogza v hat th ibility of a V.

ether it is a fact that the possibility of-a Veterina i
sary at Maithong was examined in the year 1957 g ]31955‘33& n;

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinay
replied : y)
199. (a)—Information is being collected.

(6)—do.

(¢)—do.

(d)—do.

(e)—do.

(f)—do.

Regarding the quota of iron materials for Goalpara ang v
R i Subdivisions Dhubrj

Md. SHAHADAT ALI (South-Salmara) asked :
200. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to state—

(a) The quota of iron materials for Goalpara and ' Dhubri Subdivi
sions for each of the years 1954 to up-to-date :
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(6) Who were the dealers (to be shown separately for each of the
Subdivisions) ?

<

(c) Who are the consumersto whom iron materials were issued
during these years and who issued permits to them ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the public had to purchase iron mate-
rials specially rods at the rate of Rs.50 to Rs.55 per maund ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply) replied:

200. (a)—The quotas of iron materials to. Goalpara and Dhubri - Sub-
divisions during the years 195455 to 1959-60 are as follows :—

Year of allotment Place of allotment

* Goalpara D

tons tons

1954-55 .. o 240 400

1955-56". ... bis 200 580

1956-57 ... 322 562

1957-58 ... Ay : & 40 80
1958-59 .. 83 207-25

1959-60 697 1202

(b)—The dealers of Goalpara and Dhubri are M/S. Udai Chand
Danmal and M/3. Chaturbhuj Ghisalal respectively.

(¢)—The General Public, institutions including Local Bodies and
Government Departments were the consumers during these years and per-

mits were issued to them both by the Director of Consumer Goods as well
as by the Local Officers of the respective Subdivisions.

(d)—Government have received no such complaint.

Regarding Organisation of a Co-operative Weaving Society at
Jiadhol Village in Dhemaji Mauza

Shri DEVENDA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) askeds
201, Will the Minister of Co-operative be pleased to state—
(a) Whether a Weaving Co-operative Society has been organised at

Jiadhol Village in Dhemaji Mauza, and the Society hag bheen
registered ?
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(b) Whether he would refer to the letter No.ACC.170/59/4, dated
24h April, 1959 issued by the Secretary, Co-operation =
Department and the reply given by the questioner on 4th

August 1959 and state the action taken on the allegations ?
() Whether departmental guide is extended to this society ?

Nfl. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Co-operation)
replied:
201. (a)—Information is being called for.
() The matter is being investigated.

(¢)—Information is being collected.

Regarding functions of Weaving Co-operative Societies in Panitola
C. D. Block in Dibrugarh Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:
202. Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operative be pleased to state—
(4) The number of Weaving Co-operative Societies that has so far
been organised within Panitola C. D. Block in Dibrugarh
Subdivision ? 3
(6) The number of Weaving Co-operative Societies that have been
functioning properly within Panitola C. D, Block ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Co-operation)
replied: .
. 202. (a) & (b)—Information is being collected.
Organisation of Co-operative Societies within Kakapathar Anchaljk
Panchayat of Dibrugarh Subdivision
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:
203. Will the Minister-in-charge, Co-operative be pleased to state—
-t

{a) The number of Co-operative Societies that have so far been
organised within Kakapathar Anchalik Panchayat, i, e,
Saikhowa, Doom-Dooma and Buridihing Mauzas of Dibruy.
garh Subdivision ?

(&) HO}N many of these Weaving Co-operatives have been function.
Ing properly ?

(c) Whethet: any officer of the Co-operative Department has been
working within Kakapather Anchalik Panchayat ?

repligg.: MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Co-operation)

203. (a) to (c)—Information is being collected,
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Regarding the survey of Hajo river in Sadiya Transferred
Area

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:
204, Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there was a proposal to survey the
Hajo river in Sadiya Transferred Area to ascertain the
extent of damage done by it every year to the cultivator
and to find out the cause of the trouble ?

(b) Whether the Department commenced the work of survey ?

7 M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D.,
(F. C. & L. Wing)] replied;

204. (a)—There is no such proposal as the river is in the N. E. F. A.
area.

(6)—Does not arise in view of reply to (a) above.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: What are the difficulties of
the Government to, take up this matter with the N. E, F. A..authority ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, there is no such propo-
sal. ];fany such proposal is to be taken it will have to be taken up in the
3rd Five-Year Plan,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether the Minister
remembers that he assured this House in the last session that the matter
would be taken up with N. E. F. A. authorities.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I do not remember.

Regarding detection of opium smuggling cases in Dibrugarh
Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:
205. Will the Minister of Excise be pleased to state—

(@) The number of opium smuggling cases in Dibrugarh Sub-
division during the years 1958 and 1959 and upto the end
of September, 1960 ?

() The amount of opium se ized in each of these cases and the
total amount of opium seized during these 2} years ?

(¢) How many of these cases of opium smuggling were .detected
in Motor cars ?

Shri HARESWAR. DAS (Minister-in-charge of Excise) replied:

205. (a), (b) and (¢)—The informations in respect of 1958 and 1959
were furnished on 9th April, 1960 while replying to unstarred question
369 asked by the Member during the Budget Session of the Assembly,
1960,
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The informations in respect of 1960 (upto the end of September) are
as follows :— :

(1) Number of cases from January to September, 1960—127

(2) Quantity of opium seized during the above period—3 maunds
32 seers 50 tolas and 6 as.

Information regarding opium seized in each of the 127 cases is being
collected.

(3) Number of cases detected in Motor Car—1 (one).

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Sailkkhowa): It appears that
about 4 maunds of opium were detected during the last 9 months. Sir, may
I know whether Government has taken any steps to discourage the opium
habiis of the people ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Excise): Yes, detection means
that.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether any propaganda s
made .amongst the public to give up opium ? -

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Yes, necessary propaganda is made.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchella) : Whether there is any opium
prohibition Centre ?

Mr, SPEAKER : There are several such centre in different places.

Regarding recommendations of Central Water and Power Commis-
sion for the Manas River Valley Project

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked ;

206. Will the Minister-in-charge of E. & D. be pleased to state—
(¢) Why the Manas River Valley Project has not been taken
over yet ?
(6) When it will be taken up ?
(¢) Whether the Central Water and Power Commission recom-
mended for taking up this River Valley Proje:t ?
(d) Why its recommendations have not been carried out ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D. (Flood
Control and Irrigation Wing)] replied :

206. (a) & (b)—Preliminary investigations and surveys for drawing up
a scheme on the Manas was taken up in 1948 by C. W. & P. C. and was
continued up to 1951, As the reservoir area, and_ dam site lie within the
Bhutan territory the surveys and investigation m_Sldc»Bhuta.n area could
not be taken up due to unworkable restrictions imposed by the Bhutan
Government, and had to be postponed in 1952. Discharge and silt obser-
vations at three stations within the State are, however, being carried out
continuously up-to-date,

w
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Steps are being taken to move the‘Government of India for taking
up the matter further with the Bhutan Government for their consent to
conducting remaining investigations of the Project.

Its implementation will depend upon technical feasibility, econo-
mics and availability of funds.

(¢) & (d)—At the initiative of the State Government the Central
Water and Power Commission, Government of India undertook investiga-
tion of the Manas Project in 1948 and had to postpone further investigation
in 1952 due to restricrions imposed by Bautan Government. After consider-
ing preliminary investigation report of a number of important river projects
of the State and also the difficulty in carrying out investigations in Bhutan
territory in which the sources of Manas and some other rivers are located,
the State Development Committee in 1955, decided to take up further
investigations of four projects, namely, the Kopilli, the Barak, the Noa-
Dehing and the Subansiri in preference to others.

Regarding Settlement of Land to the Non-deserving Persons
within Bagbar Circle

Maulvi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked :
207. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that many non-deserving persons have got
settlement of land within Bagbar Gircle specially within
Mondia, Jania, Baghar Mauzas ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that when the facts were brought to the
notices of A. S. O. and S. O. they passed orders to send
N/R notices upon the pattadars in or about the year
1957 or so ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that these N/R potices have not been
served as yet and the Pattadars are taking the possession of

the land through Civil Court with the strength of their
Pattas ?

(d) Why N/R notices could not be served for so many years ?

(¢) Whether there are any complaints of corruptions in these
cases ?

(f) Whether Government propose to remove the anomaly in this
connection ? :

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied

207, (a)—1It is not a fact.
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(b)—1It is not correct. The fact is that where illegal ¢ransfer of
annual patta land came to the notice of the Settlemeat Officer, non-rencwal
notices were issued. *

.
()—NJR notices have been served on the Pattadars in cases refer-
red to in (b) above and Government have no information whether or not
the pattadars have gone to Civil Court. -
(d)—Does not arise in view of the reply above.
(e)—No. 5
(f )—No anomaly has been detected so far, Government will
surely remove anomalies if any specific case is brought to their notice.
Regarding erosion of lands by the tributaries of the Beki river
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked: e =
208. Will tke Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. be pleased to state—
() How many tributaries are there of the Beki river and what are
their names ?
(¢) How many acres of lands have been eroded by each of these
rivers since 1942 ?
(¢) What is the velocity of waters of these rivers at Mathargur
Nizdakua, Kamargoan, Beki Rly. bridge and Bhuluk
adoba Ghat and the breadth of these rivers at those points ?
(d) Whether the Chief Engineer E. and D. or the Minister inves-
tigated these rivers or visited these rivers ?
(¢) When they will visit them ?
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Miunister P. W. D. (Flood
Control and Irrigation Wing)] replied : —

208. (a) to (¢)—Information have been called for.

(d) & (¢)—Chief Engineer or Additional Chief Engineer (E. and
D.) wisits the Beki river in the Mathanguri area at least once a year.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER: When the Chief Engineer,
E. & D. visited Mathanguri last ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I have not got the date.
but the report is that he visits at leastonce a year. Chief Engineer and
Additional Chief Engineer used to visit Beki river at least once a year.
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East):
Whether they visit those areas for pleasure trip at the santuary or for
the purpose of supervision ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P.W.D. (Flood
control)] : For supervision of work. :

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER : May-I know whether the .Chief
Engineer visited the tributaries of the Beki river ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : ThatI cannot say.

Regarding encroachment of about 600 bhighas of Sarkari land by the
Maunager of Bardoibam T. E. in North Lakhimpur Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

r

209. ‘Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that there were complaints from
public as well as local leaders such as Members of Land
Settlement Advisory Board and Vice-President of Bardoloni
Anchalik Panchayat that about 600 bighas of sarkari land
had been encroached by the Manager, Bardoibam T. E.
in North Lakhimpur Subdivision ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that this encroachment was brought to the
-notice of the S, D. O., North Lakhim.pur and to the Sub-
Deputy Collector of Subansiri Circle ?

(c) Since when the land in question is under encroachment of this
Tea Estate and when there is likelihood of eviction ?

(d) The reason of delay in ordering eviction by Government and
executing it by the local authorities ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied:

i 209. (a) to (d)—The information has been called for from the local
officer.

Regarding Construction of Embankment at Pata-noon
Khaitijan in the Kaklabari Mauza

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] asked -

210, Will the Minister-inecharge of P. W.T. (E. & D.) be pleased to
state— :

7 () Whether it is a fact that Pata-poon-Khaitijan in the Kaklabari

Mauza of Barpeta Subdivision has waste cultivable Yands ?
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(b)) Whether itis a fact that the public gave representation to
construct embankme=nt to protect the crops from the erosion
of Pata-noon-Khaitijan ? x

(c) If so, what measures have been taken by Government for

hooll) | protection of the crops '?

' M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY  [Minister-in-charge of
P.W.D. (F.C. &1I.) etc., etc.]  replied :

210. (a)—Yes.
;o (B)—=Yes,

“(c)—Measures will be known oaly after receipt of the report from
the Divisional Officer who has been asked to investigate into the matter.

Regarding non-completion of the Brahmaputra-Dyke
Shri BISHNULAL UPADHYAYA (Gohpur) asked :

211. Will the Ministcr-in-chargé of P. W.D. (E. & D.) be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that for non-completion of the
Brahmaputra-Dyke up to Gameri Mail Bazar, a vast cultiva-
ble area under Sali paddy to the South of Gohpur and
Kalongpur mouza remain exposed every year to the flood
of the Brahmaputra and extensive damage to the crops is
caused thereby ?

(b). Whether Government propose to take early steps to extend the
remaining portion of the dyke from Sarutamuli to the
Gameri Mail Bazar by giving priority in the Third Five
Y ear Plan ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister-in-charge of
P W.D. (F.C. & L) etc., etc.] replied:

211. (a) & (b)—Information from Divisional Officer has been called
for. - f

LY

Regarding the total amount of arrear Tauzi revenue in
Barpeta Subdivision

Stri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :
212. Will ‘lhe Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

.A(a} The total amount Of arrear Tauzi revenue in Barpeta Sub-
division since 1951 111  date ?

.
P 3
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(6) Whethet there is any expectation for its FAfisatan P ;
(c) If so, when ?
(d) The amount of Tauzi reveaue collected since 1951 till date ?

(¢) The amount of Tauzi revenue so collected remains to be
deposited ? .

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

212, (a) to (e)—Information have been called for, but not received due
to shortness of time. ¥

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog): With regard to
reply to this, may I know when the information had been called for ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : On 26th .........

Mr. SPEAKER: When you expect to receive the information ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : That cannot be given. We have given already
3 reminders, still we have not got the reply. We are pursuing the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Shall I take from thé Hon’ble Minister that when a
particular officer dves not reply (o Assembly questions even after 3 reminders

that officer is not taking any mnotice of the importance of the Assembly
questions. ¥

Shri HARESWAR DAS : We are taking steps, Sir, Explanation has
been called for and after receipt of explanation further steps will be taken.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): We
want to know the result, Sir ? ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: On this assurance of the Hon’ble Minister, if you
want the result then that will be communicated to you. :

Regarding Sale of Annual Patta Lands
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER asked :
213. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revénie be pleased to state—
(@) Whether annual patta lands are allowed to be sald ?
(b) Whether patta are issued t;) buyers of annual patta lands ?

(¢) How many such cases of sale of annual patta lands are " there in
Barpeta Subdivision ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister). replied :

213. (a) & (b)—The hon. Member’s attention is drawn to the

replies on thess points given in the unstarred Question No. 91 of the Gurrent
Session of the Assembly.

(c)—The information, as far as can be collected, is called for.

Regarding Settlement of Laad to Tea Planters within the Dibrugarh
Eastern Circle and the Tinsukia Circle

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

214. (a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to lay on
the table—
(¢) a list of plots of sarkari land, waste land and annual patta land
that have been settled with tea planters within the
Dibrugarh Eastern Circle during the years 1957, 1958
and 1959 ?

(#) a list of periodic patta land that has been transferred to 'tea
planters within Dibrugarh Eastern GCircle during the years
1957, 1958 and 1959 ? :

() What are the circumstances under which these transfers have
been given effect to ?

215. (2) Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenu= be pleased to lay on

the table a list of waste land, sarkari land or annua) patta

land that has been transferred to or settled with Tea Plante rg
within the Tinsukia Circle during the period froin 1947 to
1959 showing the settlement or transfer each year during
the above period separately and to state—

(6) What are the reason of such transfers or settlement ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replicd :

214 & 215.—Information has not been received due to shortnesg of
time and will be supplied when received.

Regarding Rehabilitation of River eroded People of Barpeta
: Subdivision g

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked s

LY

216. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) The number of river eroded people of Barpeta ‘Subdivision
during last 5 years ? ' ‘

e
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(b) How many of those river eroded families were given land‘ for
rchabilitation last year ? :

(¢) Whether it is'a fact that'many river eroded families’ of Barpeta
Subdivision were shown land which was unfit for cultivation
and for this reason they gave written and verbal information
to Subdivisional,Officer that they are unable to: go:'and
settle there ?

(d) Whether those people will be given suitable land in other
places.? i

(¢) How many of the river eroded families of Barpeta Subdivision
have not got land for rehabilitation up till now ?

(f) When Government propose to give them' land for rehabili-

tation ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied :

216.

(a) to (f)—The information has becn called for but not received

due to shortuess of time.

Regarding pay scale of tea Garden School Teachers

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:

217. Will the Minister; Education be pleased to state—

plied :
21

() When the proposal of taking " over’ of Tea Garden Schools
would be given effect to ? , -

(6) Whether the present pay scale of Tea Garden School Teachers
would be retained ®

(c) What is the total emolument of a Tea Garden School Teacher?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister of Education) re-

7. (a)—During the current financial year on.a: progressive. basis if

funds are available in time. i

()—The matter is under consideration of Government,

(¢)—1It varies from garden to garden, - The maximum including

all allowances and benefits is about Rs. 200, p,m. The average is: ahont
Rs.167 p. m. : '
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Sh i MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : May I know what is the total
number of Tea garden schools in Assam ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education): I have
already given the figure the other day.

Mr. SPEAKER: The figure was given the other day.

Regarding Encroaches of Government Land in Assam

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:
218. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) How many encroaches of Government land are there in Assam
in each circle ?

(6) What are the name of those encroachers in Assam ?

(¢) Whether Government has adopted a principle policy to settle
lands with such encroaches ? _

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

218. (o) & (b)—Iﬁformation has been called for.
f¢c)—No.'

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER: Sir, here also it has been
replied that ‘infor mation has been called for’.  May I know whether there
is any hope of getting information ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, thereis hope. '

Regarding encroachment on P.G.Rs. and V.G.Rs.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR asked : |

219. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

. (@) Whether P. G. Rs. and V. G. Rs. can be encroached ?

{(b) How many such encroaches are there in the State of Assam ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

219, (a)—Encroachment on P. G. Rs., V. G, Rs. or on Government
waste lands is not permissible.

(b)—Information has been called for.

o Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): On a point of orders
111;. Lfind that in the list of unstarred questions there are many question,
Wwhere the reply has been given as ‘‘information is being called for,”

=
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What is the use of giving that reply ? If there is no information on any
question, le: it not be included in the list ; otherwise it looks very bad.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): May I
inform the hon. Member that there may be one or two exception, but in
most of the cases such replies have been given only to those questions which
were received in the District about the 13th of this month, and the respect
of which ‘the informations have to be collected from the districts and other
Places. The replies in ail questions had to be supplied to the Assembly on
the 21st. ' So, due to insufficient time, the informations ' could not be collec-
ted by the Departments.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : 1he difficulty is that after
all these are question which do not concern onjy a member, but we are also
interested. If the informations are given later on to the member then we will
deprived of the benefit of the same.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then you can put a separate question.

I also appreciate the difficulties of the Ministers. Somtimes the questions
are sent late, and as you know, our co.umunication system is . not VEry per-
fect. Therefore, the questions sent to local officers for reply co not come in
time. At the same time also, the hon. Member might feel to know about
the fate of the question he puts. I herefore by replying that “information
has been called for” the Hon’ble Minister means that steps have been taken
to get a reply to the question.

‘ Shri GHNASHYAM TALUKDAR : Here also Sir, I want to ask that
when this question was received ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue):

It was received on
14th September, 1960.

Mr. SPEAKER : Tt is very difficult to get a reply of vague and wide
questions I don’t know why this questions has been allowed because it is too
vague and wide. It is very difficult to collect informations regarding
encroachments on P.G.Rs. and V.G.Rs. in course of a week or a month
from all the places. I believe, the hon. Members wiil take note that if
such questions zre sent then those will not be allowed at all in future,

Regarding the Assam Medical College
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :
220. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased to state—
(2) Whether any enquiry was made on the allegation that the
Assam Medical College was of late grown more mercepa
than humanitarian which was published in a letter to Idi-

tor of the Assam Tribune on the 22nd August, 1959 ?

(b) If so, what was the result of the enquiry ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister-in-charge of Medical) re-
plied:
220. (a)—No-

(5)—Does not arise.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): May I ask why
no eaquiry was made when there was some allegations in the press.

. Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revonue) : ;[ can say.only that no
enquiry was made.

: Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Will ‘the \Government ‘make
enquiry on the allegations published in the Press ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Somehow the Department mi<sed this article
in the Assam Tribune. Shri Hazarika, the hon’ble questioner himself wiote
a letter to the Principal, Assam N edicall College, 'and. there sthe jallegation
was that the staff was not behaving properly, thev behave rudely to the
public. So instru- tion bas been issud to them that they should hehave
Properly.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) : 1?,_‘ Bl

atfza czta ofaa wtdfechr aifzme 9t &= at«fe AigcgeT ?

% Mr. SPEAKER : Giq B4f3e dizigdisie fim widfets 53T A
qtg gt ?

‘Decision of the meeting of the Assam Road Communication Board
regarding the Athiabari-Golbil Road

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Reserve for
Scheduled Tribes)] asked: :

221. Will the Minister-in-charge, P. W. D. (R. & B.) be pleased to
state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the Athiabari-Golbil Road Section IT
was allotted a sum of Rs.40,000 for the construction of the
road in its 7th meeting of the Assam Road Communi-
cation Board ?

(b) If so, why the said road was substituted subsequently by
Borkhat-Dhamdhama Road Section II, etc., after the
decision of the meeting of the Assam Road Communication
Board held at Shillong on 12th February, 1960 ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to  reconsider: the decision of the
meeting of the Assam Road Communication Board regarding
the Athiabari-Golbil Road ? 5

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister, !P. W. D.
(R & B)] replied:

221. (a)—Itisa fact that the Assam Road Communication Board
recommended Athiabari-Golbil Road Section If and allocated Rs.40,000,

|
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(b)—The same member who initially proposed Athiabari-Golbi

- Road Section IT subsequently suggested the substitution by Borkhat-Dham-
... dhama Road Section 1I, etc.

(c) There is no such proposal or scope at present. There are
many incomplete roads in Gauhati Subdivision and according to the present
decision the Mohkuma Parishad should consider all these proposals in

preparing their list to be submitted to the Government for consideration in
drawing up the 3rd Five Year Plan,

oy Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Reserved for
L

ScheduleTribes)] : Will the Government be pleased to allot money out of
saving ?

1 Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Dy. Minister Revenue) : I will see
to this,

Regarding unification of cadre of the Medical Service

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for ;Sche-
duled Caste)] asked:

222. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased to state—

(a) When the unification of Cadre of the Medical Service will be
given effect to ?

(b) Whether Government has been receiving repeated representa-
tion to absorb all the Medical Licentiates serving for more
than 10 years into the Cadre of Assistant Surgeon I irres-
pective of their old scale of pay ?

(¢) Ifso, what steps have been taken by the Government in this
regard ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA

(Minister-in-charge of Medical)
replied ;

222. (a)—The question of unification of cadres was taken up by the
Government and it was decided to double the quota of promotion from 9 to
18 from Assistant Surgeon 1I to Assistant Surgeon I.

(b) —Yes, some representations have been received.

(¢)—The matter will be re-examined.

Regarding the plan and estimate of Amguri Hospital
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH RARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:

223. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased to state — . )
(a) Whether the plan and estimate of Amguri Hospital, Sibsagar

Subdivision have been made ready ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to start construction at the
carliest ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister-in-charge of Medical)
replied:

223. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The matter is still under consideration of the Government.

Shri KHOGENDRANATH BARBARUA (Amguri): May I know
the total amount estimated for the construction of the hospital building ?

: Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): The estimated amount
is Rs.95,950. But there is no assurance that this project will be taken up.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA: May [ know whether the

construction of the hospital building will be started this year. ?

Mr. SPEAKER : He hasalready replied that there is no certainty
whether the project will be taken up at all,

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA : If that is the reply, then
may I know the reasons why construction of hospital will not be taken up
by Government ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Sir, this is the reply from the Director of
Health Services: “there is no necessity to have another dispensary at Am-
guri in view of the existing public health unit at Morabazar and a ‘ten-bed-
ded Ward attached to Jbanji hospital lately sanctioned under Medical
Department letter No.MM 0217/60/3, dated 30th April, 1960.”” Here out of
this Rs.95,950, Shri Iswarlal Baheti will donate a sum of Rs.3,000 only for
establishment of the purposed 6-bedded hospital. ¢

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the distance between Morabazar and
Amguri ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS: I cannot say the distance ; but it must be

nearabout.

Myr. SPEAKER : Suppose there is a primary health unit at Dibrugarh
will it serve the purpose of Amguri people ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That will not serve ; but 1 learn the distance
is 3 miles.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA: Sir, Amguri is going to

be a town. So the necessity for a hospital is there,

Shri HARESWAR I_)AS: Necessity may be everywhere. But it
depends upon the funds available. :

e
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Regarding declaration of Maridekhow Beel as Fishery in
Sibsagar Subdivision

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:
224. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) The persons or institutions who recommended the Maridekhow
Beel as Fishery in Dekhowmukh-Bharalua of Jokaichuk
Mauza, Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(b) Whether Government has made any public enquiry prior to
the declaration of the Maridekhow as Fishery? .

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied :
224. (a)-—Subdivisivnal Officer, Sibsagar.

(b)— Yes, enquiry was made as required under section 16 of the
A.L.R.R.

Regarding pay scale of Adhyakhayas and Adhyapakas of three old
Model Tols of Assam, including the S. K. T. Model Tols

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHOUBEY (Lakhipur) asked:
225. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it isa fact that in the three old Model Teols of
Assam, including the S. K. T. Model Tols (Surjya Kumar
'I'arkasaraswati Chatuspatti) at Silchar there arc no time
scales of pay for the Adhyakhyas and Adhyapakas ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that salaries of the Adhyakhayas and
Adhyapakas at the Model Tols are Rs.60 and Rs.40 per
month respectively and such salaries have remained station-
ery for about twelve years past ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that students going cut of the Model Tols
on completion of the course are taken into Secondary High
Schools as Teachers (Head Pandits) without any addition to
their educational qualifications ‘at ‘the scale of Rs.125 to
Rs.275 per month, exclusive of other allowances ?

(d) Whether Government propose to consider the cases of the
Adhyakhayas and Adhyapakas of old Model Tols, and take
early steps for alleviation of their hardship by introducing
suitable time scales of pay for those posts l?eﬁttmg their
status and consistent with cost of present day living and the
scales already provided for those whom they themselves
prepare for certain posts mentioned in (¢) above ?

(e) If so, whether Government will give retrospective effect of this ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister of Education) replied :

225. (a)—VYes.

(b)—No pay scales have been prescribed for the Adhyakhayas and
Adhyapakas of Sanskrit Tols (including Model Tols) Government sanction
certain amount of monthly recurring grants to these Tols and the Managing
Committees of these Tols draw up the pay to their staff out of the
Government grants plus other income of the institutions and the Assistant
Inspector of Schools for Sanskrit Education approves of the scale thus
drawn up by the Managing Committees.

i d(c)—Yes, but general education qualification upto Matriculation is
prelerred. i

(d)—Not at present.
(e)—Does not arise.

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHOUBEY (Lakhipur): In reply to
(b) it has been stated that the Managing Committee of these Tols draw up
the pay to their staff out of the Government Grants Plus other income of the
institutions. I would like to know what are these other income ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education): The
Tols may have certain other income. The Assistant Inspector of Schools for
Sanskrit Education consults the Managing Committees and then makes fe-
commendations to the Government which then allots a certain amount.

Mr. SPEAKER : What does he mean by other income ?

dSh'ri RADHIKA RAM DAS: There may be other income from
gardening.

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): With regard to the
Minister’s reply at (¢), do the Government feel that this matter needs early
consideration ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : It isunder the consideration of the
Government for the re-organisation of the Sanskrit Tols and this matter hag
not been finalised. If possible, we shall take up the question of their pay-

scales.

Shri GOURI SANKAR ROY: Whnen do Government propose to take
up this question for consideration ?

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : I want to know from the
Government whether they consider that the salaries of Rs. 60 and Rs.40 per
month for Adhyakhayas and Adhyapakas respectively are quite sufficient to
maintain their livelihoods in these hard days ?



.{'
i

1960] QUESTIONS 313

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Education): Not
even the pay of the L. P. School teachers is sufficient.

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether Rs. 60 and Rs. 40 are sufficient ?

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): I want to know whether
they have any other income besides this grant ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Besides, they get monthly donations
from public men.

Shri GAURISHANKAR BHATTCHARYYA (Gauhati) : They
also get Dakshinas. =

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : May I
know from the Government what decision has been taken regarding the im-
plementation of the recommendations of the committe with Shri Gauri Sastri

as Chairman ?
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : How long this consideration

will continue ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : The recommendaticns are under
consideration.

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding) : (it @47—CBiaa
glas A6 FaR A5S Y\ BFR A7 a6 A2, T3 (12 BrEa T g
80\ BF A1 O\ BF cAAlAlth qB1 wied discrepency a4 wzEeA P

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Discrepancy =1 wit® (12
Fed T @R Tz |
: Shri GAURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlichara): The reply to (d)
is ‘.‘not at present”, May I know from the Government when the proposal is
going to be taken up for consideration could we have a definite time ?

Mr. SPEAKER : He has already replied to that question.

Complaints on Rupahibari Bund of Dandua Mauza in
Nowgong District
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:
226. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased to state—
(@) Whether Government is aware that the people of Saatoonibari,
Garmari, etc., are complaining on Rupahibari-bund of

Dandua Mauza, Nowgong District ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the present bund at Rupahibari, is
not benefiting any area
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(c) -Whether it is a fact that a bund in Borholajan with a culvert is
needed on a permanent basis ?

(d) Ifso, whether Government propose to comply with the same
at the earliest ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)
replied : .

226. (a)—VYes.
(6)—Yes.
(¢)—It can be ascertained only after conducting a survey.

(d)—If after th= survey it is found that the bund is necessary and
would be beneficial, Government will sanction the same, if the project is
approved by the Mahakumsa Parisad, and the beneficiaries agree to pay
50 per cent of the cost. .

Provision for opening a bus line from Tihu to Musalpur Via Rana-
Lkuchi Jamunatari village

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [ (Patacharkuchi (Rereved for
Schedule Tribes)] asked:

227. Will the Minister of Transport be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government received a letter from the Questioner,
dated 14th December, 1959 for making provision for a line
bus from Tihu to Musalpur 2ia Ranakuchi-Jamunatari
village ?

(b) If so, what action has been taken ?

Shri BISWADEV SHARMA (Deputy Minister, Transport) replied :
227, (a)—Yes.

(b)—It has been referred by the Assistant Secretary, State Road
Transport Board to the Divisional Superintendent, State Transport, Gauhati
for enquiry.

Tt now appears that this is a matter within the purview of Regional
Transport Authority, Kamrup. The letter addressed by the Questioner is
therefore being forwarded to the Secretary, Regional Transport Authority
for necessary action by Regional Transport Authnrity.
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Regarding Bus permit allowed on the Tihu-Nikasi and Tihu-Su-
bankhata' routes

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [ Patacharkuchi (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) asked :

228. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to state—

(a) How many bus permits are given for plying on the Tihu to
Nikasi route ?

() Whether it is a fact that some of the buses are lying unused
for which passengers are suffering greatly ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that there are inore demand from the
public for buses in this route ?

(d) How 'many buses are there on the route from Tihu to
Subankhata ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that some of the buses are lyirg unused
due to which public suffering greatly ?

(/) Whether Government are aware about the necessity for
opening bus line from Tarabari to Nikasi via Tihu and
larabari to Subankhata iz ‘[ihu ?

(g) If not, whether Government propose to enquire into the
matter ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister)  replied:

228. (a) Three bus permits,

(b) No withdrawal report was submitted by the permit-hoiders nor
any iuformation regarding non-plying of any vehicle was received

either from the public of that locality or from the Bus Association
concerned.

(¢) Yes, the matter will be considered in the next R. T. A. meeting
to be held on 20t., and 21st October, 1960.

(d) No bus route from Tihu to Subankhata has yet been opened. The
existing route Barama Subankhata is being extended upto Tihu
in the next meeting of the R. T. A. Gauhati. ;

(e) Question does not arise.
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(f) No demand from any quarter has yet been received for opening
up of bus route from Tarabari to Nikashizie Tihu and from
Tarabari to Subankhata wuie¢ Tihu.

A new route from Tarabari to Tihu has already been opened and
permits will be issued by the R. T. A. in its meeting to be held
on 20th and 2ist October 1960. Buses are plying on Tihu
Nikashi and Barama Subankhata routes. Hence the question
of opening up of another route from Tarabari to Nikashi and
Tarabari Subankhata will not be justified for the present in view
of overlapping.

(g) The question of making enquiry in the matter does not arise at
this stage.

' Regarding Railway concession to the Members of State Legislature
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked ;

929, Will the Minister-in-charge of Trausport be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Railway Board proposed to grant
Rail concession to Members of State Legislature travelling
to place of national importance ? :

(b) What is the extent of concession proposed to be granted t
the Members of the Assembly by the Railways, SRt

(¢) Whether he would obtain informations from the R
inform the Members the procedure
concession ?

ailway and
of availing this

(d) Whether this concession would be available to the family of the
Members also ?

Shri BISWADEV SHARMA (Deputy Minister, Transport) replied ;

229. (a)—VYes.

(5)—Once in a year and that is also when they travel in a e
of not less than 20.

(¢)—The concession may be obtained by a
Administration stating that the Members mentioned
concession for the first time in that year.

(d)—There is no such listruction.

pplying to the Railway
therein are availing the

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : The reply to (4) is that
<tonce in a year and that is also when they travel in a Party of not less than
920" but the question was “‘what is the extent of concessiun proposed to be
granted to the Members of the Assembly by the Railways ? This is not
the reply which Was desired.

Mr. SPEAKER: He means that the word “‘concession’” is vague.
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Dy. Minister, Transport): We have
referred the matter to the Railway administration asking them to givc us the
full details. Uptil now we have not received their reply.

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): <ot 7

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): fegcrs saceeach:
f sitaez w@ifim afeat |

Mr. SPEAKER : The Minister says that he is in correspondence.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS - Again in (¢) the question was whether
lie would obtain informations from the Railway and inform the Members
the procedure of availing this concession ? But the reply given: was “The
concession may be obtained by applying to the Railway administration

the first time in that year.”. Thact was not the reply expected. The
question was whether he would take the trouble for ascertaining the informa-
tions and then informing the Members of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: He has alrcady replied that he is in correspondente
with the Railway authorities. :

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhow) a: Whether
the Deputy Minister is aware that a circular from the Railway authoritics
came to this:Government about a ycar before about this concession and that
the extent of this concession is not yet known to the Government ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : That circular was received but details
were not received.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS : Whether the circular was circulated
amongst the Members of this House ?

(Votces @ Yes)

Whether any member took advantage of the concession ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : As the circular was not

clear, is the Deputy Minister aware that no member could avail of this
benefit during the last year ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : I do not know, Sir.

Regarding establishment of Saw Mill on Jaloni Grant No,15 within
Tipling Mauza of Dibrugarh Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked ;

230. Will the mniﬂtﬁ!‘-in-charge of Forest be pleased to state—
(2) Whether it is a fact that there is a Saw Mill on Jaloni Grant
No.15 within Tipling Mauza of Dibrugarh Subdivision ?
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(5) Whether any official of the Forest Department has supervision
over this Mill ? |

(¢) Whether Government arc aware that there was a large amount
of timber in this Grant ? ' =

(d) Whether these timbers were sawn in this; Mill with the know-
ledge of Officials of Forest Department ?

(¢) What is the approximate amount of royalty. or monopoly fees
that was realised from timbers of this Jaloni Grant and for
timber sawn in the Saw Mill situated in this Grant during
the last 5 years ? i

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Forests) replied:

230. (a)—There is no Saw Millin Jaloni Grant No. I5. However; 4
part of this Grant was relinguished in 1940 and a portion of the relinquish-

ed area was settled with Shri T. Barua of Dibrugarh. Shri Barua

established a Saw Mill in 1957 in the arca settled with him. + The “Mill' wis
running till June, 1958 after which date it did not operate. Presumably the
hon. Member is referring to this Saw Mill. | AR :

(b)—The Mill established by Barua used to be checked from time to

time by Forest Officers in the normal course of their duties.

(¢)—Grant No.15 still under the Tea Estate isunder tea'and the

portion which was relinquished does not bear any tree forest. It is not "

known whether this Grant used to have a lot of timber in the past.

(d)—Some timber available in the settled are.a used to be converted
in the Saw Mill which ran only for a period of six months. In view of
reply to (¢) above, (d) does not arise. A s S R

(e)—In view of reply to () and (d) above, (¢) does not arise.

ding the number of arresis made in connection with the
Regas 26 recent disturbances in theState of Assam Ry,

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH . (Amguri) - asked 514

ill the Chief Minister be pleased o state— . Lk
231'(3[1The number of arrests made in connection with ‘the recerit

disturbances in the State of Assam till the lrst August, 1960 ?

(6) The number of arrests made in different districts ?
(¢) The number of ,persons released on bail '?

Shei BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA, (Chief Minister) | replici:s1?

231. (z) & (b)—A statement showing district-wise - break-up of drvests

made so far is already pléccd on the Library tal_ble.

(ﬂ)-—39“_84. ol i pl mirdliw cef.c

o
-y v
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Regarding construction of Road from Gauripur to Silghat vic Kismat-
* Hasdoha and Dharmasala under Dhubri Subdivision

Shri TAMIZUDDIN PRODHANI (Dhubri) asked :

232. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (R. and B.) be pleased to
state——- '

(a) Whether there is any proposal to construct the road from
Gauripur to Silghari sia Kismat-Hasdoha and Dharmasala
under Dhubri Subdivision ?

(6) Whether Government are aware that the flood affected people

of Dhubri will be benefited of work of the said road is
undertaken this year ?

S Shri GIRINDR{& NATH GOGOY, [Deputy Minister, P. W, D,
‘ (R. & B. Wing)] replied :

232. (a)—There is a proposal reccived from Mahkuma Parishad for a
road from Gauripur to Silghari via Kismat-Hasdoha-Dharmasala-Ghewmari.

(b)—Government are not aware of it.

Regarding provision in block budget of Panitola Anchalik Panchayat
for a Veterinary Dispensary

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIK A (Saikhowa) asked :
233. Will the Minister—in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(2) Whether it is a fact thag there is a pravision in block budget

of Panitola Anchalik Panchayat for a Veterinary Dispen-
sary ?

(b) If so, when commencement of work of this Dispensary may be

cxpected ?
P ].N(Ii- MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary )
3 replied :
233. (a)—No.

(6)—Does not arise,

Regarding posting of Field Assistants including es:tablishment of
» Stock Centre in the Mauzas, iz, Purbapar, Patidarang, etc,

Shri SARAT CH, GOSWAMI (Kamrup) asked :

234, Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) The head quarters of the Veterinary Field Assistants posted for
each of the Mauzas, »iz., Purbapar, Patidarang, Madarto]a)
and Barbangsar and who are the Field Assistants so Posted
there ?

N
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() Whether Government is willing to establish one First Aid and
Stock Centre or one Dispensary in each of these Mauzas in
view of the fact that there is no Veterinary Aid of any kind

in these arcas and the Public are willing to give all necessary
facilities for the purpose ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary)
replied :

234. (a)—The head quarters of the V. F. As. and their names posted in
each Mauzas are helow :(— :

Name of Mauza Name of V. F. As.

Headquarters.
posted
1. Purbapar ... Shri  Ayamuddin Changsari.
' Ahmed.
2. Patidarang ... Shri Abed Ali Muktapur.
3. Madartola ... Shri Mafizuddin Kamalpur.
Ahmed.
4, Barbangsar ... Shri Abu Bokar Mandakata.

(b)—Not possible at present.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : Is the Minister
aware that some of these Mauzas are situated at considerable distance from
the headquarters of the Veterinary Field Assistants, for example at Purbapar?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The man located at
Changsari can serve Purbapar.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Is the Minister aware of
the fact that it is at a distance of 10 miles ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I cant dispute that.

Repairs of Changsari Ballabh Bhai State Veterimary Dispensary
Buildings

Shri SARAT CH. GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :
235. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the nccessary repairs of Changsari Ballabh Bhai State

Xetcripnary Dispensary damaged by last storm have been
one i

(b)) Why the Department has not yet been able to make necessary
repairs of the buildings damaged by the last storm ?
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(¢) Whether it is a fact that the C.I. Sheets, etc., which were blown
away by the storm have now been missing ?

hM. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary)
replied :

235. (a)—The work of reconstruction of the building has already been
taken up by P.W.D.

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—Government have no such information.

Regarding Dairy Farms in Assam

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North-Salmara (Reserved Scheduled
\, g Castes)] asked :

236. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(¢) How many Dairy Farms have been started in the State by the
Government ?

(b) Whether there was any proposal of establishing few more Dairy
Farms in Assam ?

(¢) If not, why this important project has not been taken up ?

(d) Whether Government is aware that other sister States have
already taken up such projects ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the present Director of Veterinary
Department neglected to take up this project and did not

advice the Government in this matter, though he was asked
to do so by the Government'?

e
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary)

replied s
236. (a)—7 (Seven).
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—Government are not fully aware of the extent of progress ip
this line in the sister States, A

A : ()—No,
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 Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) :
Tarceima (b) TeAs ww Yes.  wiw cwgde Diary Farm 4 fi=ca
bIFIT  Frate  vatRte—aifi sArcatcr e

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary) : 430 o7 ARwwats eske figs
: Mr. SPEAKER : The question was whether there was .any proposal

to establish 3 more Dairy Farms in Assam. It does not depend on the
Third Five Year Plan.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY - There are proposals,
Sir. e Wains 5T
. +Mr, SPEAKER : . Then you should have said that,

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : There are proposals as I
have said. : .

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : 7 Afsaqis
Ff93ea =9 Fa1 A9 s91 zEca e

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : :31 4fsaa
T FI T |

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : <3G i
f fimte @ tze @ ?

Regarding Tourist Buses in Assam

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked :
237. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether in Assam there are State Tourist Buses as in other

States for occasional use of the same by the visitors, pilgrims
and students ?

(6) Whether any application for such buses from existing permit
holders has since been made to the Government and jf 50,

who applied for the same and what action is being
taken ?

Shri Biswadey SARMAH (Deputy Minister, Transport) replicd:
237 (a)—No. :
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(b)—Yes; ‘one Shri Pradip Kumar Das, B.A, Secretaty Contract
Carriage Corporation, Barpeta had applied on 26th March, 1960 for a
Tourist Bus Permit in the State. As it will affect the interest and earnings
of the State Transport and other private operators the applicant had been
informed that the proposal for introduction of Tourist Bus in the State
cannot be considered at present.

Regarding deposit of Rs.200 by the. Mahaldars to get Elehant
Mahal

Maulyi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked: |
238. Will the Minister, Forests be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is'a fact that to get Elephant Mahal now-a-days
Mahaldars' are to''deposit’ Rs:200 ‘per seat as earnest
* money ? : ‘ b .

(b)) Whether it is a fact that this money is to be returned after the
Shikar is over, successfully ?

" (¢) WHether it is'a’fact that in many' districts” ‘these earnest money
have not been returned "even for many years ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS ‘(Ministér, Forests) replied:’ '

238. (¢)—No.' Earnest money of Rs.200 is required to be deposited
for each tender and not for cach seat. But scheduled Caste/Tribe and
Backward class tenderers are to-deposit Rs.100 only per tender.

(b) -—Ycé.

3

(¢)—The information has. been called for.

Regardi:_:g sanction of leave of Dhubri Motor Vehicle Inspector
Shri TAMIJUDDIN PRADHANI (Dhubi-i) asked s

239, Will the Minister-in-charge of State Transport be pleased to
state— : : 3
(a) Whether the Motor - Vehicle Inspector of Dhubri has been
sanctioned leave for a long period ? =

(b) If so, who is the person' p‘osted‘in his place ?

(¢) Whether Government are av.vare, that the al_)fan_ce _Of Motor
Vehicle Inspector at- Dhubri'is ‘catising’ diffictilties toithe
public?

(d) Whethef Goverhincni: propo-s'e to _dEPUtC an.,qualiﬁed expert |
at Dhubri immediately to examine the vehicles ?
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Shxi BISWADEB SHARMA (Deputy Minister, Transport) replied:

239. (a)—The Motor Vehicle Inspector went on leave on medical
grounds for forty-five days with effect from the 20d September, 1160.

(5)—The leave reserve Motor Vehicle Inspector who was at Gau-
hati was temporarily transferred in his place on 8th September 1960.

(¢)—Some telegrams were received from the public in the Ist
week of this month that the absence of the Motor Vehicle Inspector at
Dhubri was causing difficulties.

(d)~It has now been ascertained that the leave reserve Motor
Vehicle Inspector joined at Dhubri on 10th October 1960. Hence the
question of deputing any Motor Vehicle Inspector to I_Jhubri does not now
arise. He was directed to inspect vehicles of Garo Hills first and then to
proceed to Goalpara and then to Dhubri. An exp'anation has beea called

for from him for the delay in reaching Dhubri.

Regarding requisition of a portion of Tea Garden Grants of Dhola
Tea Estates

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhows) asked :

240. Will the Minister of Revenue be pleased to state—

{a) Whether Government are -aware that a number  of repre -
sentations were given to the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhim-
pur as well asthe Government requesting to requisition
a portion of Tea Garden Grants of Dhola Tea Estates

by the public of Saikhowa Bazar ?

() Whether Government are aware that after devastation of
.. former Saikhowa Bazar in the Great Earthquake of 1950
and subsequent flood, the Bazar was shifted to land
belonging to Dhola Tea Estate on the assurance of Settle-

ment by Government officials as well as Ministers ?

osal for requisition of land in question js

th ro
GRS e e T

being prepared

. 4) How long it would take to give effect to the proposal and to
: & help these flood affected people ?

Shei HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

240, (a) to {d)—Information have been called for but not received dye
to shertness of time.

!l
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Requisition of lamd for defence purpose for the villages of
Lahoal Mauza

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :
241. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government is aware that about 700 (seven hundred)
bighas of land were requisitioned in the year 1951 and
1942 for defence purpose in Miripathar, Titadimora and
Athabari villages in Lahoal Mouza (Dikrugarh) ?

(b) Whether these lands have subsequently been acquired and
compensation been paid ?

(¢) The number of owners who are yet to be paid the compen-
sation ?

(d) How many of the owners are still paying land revenue for
these lands ?

Shxi HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

241, (4) to (d)—Information have been called for.

Regarding replacement of old huses by new ones in the North
bank of the district of Goalpara

Shri TAMIJUDDIN PRADHANI (Dhubri) asked :

242, Will the Minister-in-

charge of State Transport be pleased to
state—

(a) What is the total number of State Transport buses running in
the north bank of the district of Goalpara ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that most of the buses are old and
occasicnally hold up the passengers on the road ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to renlare old buses by new
ones ?

Shri BISWADEV SHARMA (Deputy Minister, Transport) replicd :
242, (a)—33 buses, 5

(6)—Out of 33 buses, 10 are old petrol buses which have since
been withdrawn from service and set-aside for disposal. The other 23 buses

are Diesel Buses acquired since 1955 which are not yet due for replace-
ment,

(¢)—Six new Diesel Buses have since been placed on the r

: ] : oute in
1960 in replacement of 10 old petrol buses set aside for disposal,
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Regarding Bazar bus connection between Barpeta Road, Nalbari
and Rangiya Bazar

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked:
243. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(@) Whether there is any Bazar Bus connection between Barpeta
Road and Nalbari and Rangiya Bazars on Bazar days ?

{b) If not, why such connections are not given looking to the
insufficient Railway timings in day time ?

_ (¢) What action the Government is taking for the development of
village hats by transport communication ?

Shri BISWADEV SHARMA (Deputy Minister, Transport) replied ;
243. (a) No.

(b) Sufficient number of State buses are plying on the Road.

(c) Bazar buses are allowed to ply to Tihu, "Barpeta, Barama,
Nalbari.

Regarding allotment of land of Nadoa Tea Estate to the
Cultivators
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:
244, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the 100 (one hundred) bighas of land requisitioned in
Dag No.608 of Nadoa Tea Estate of Upper Assam Tea

Company in Dibrugarh Subdivision have been allotted to
the Cultivators ?

(b) Whether the allottees are actually occupying these lands ?
Shri HARESWAR: DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
244. (a) and (h)—Information have been called for.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : There are many questions and
of which as many as eleven questions standing in my name today, against

all the questions, it has | been stated that information is being collected,

The Minister could not give replies 1o a single question when about a dozen

gi." questions of mine were placed before the House. Thisis disappointing,
ir,

Mr, SPEAKER : Most probably they came late,



¥

o

1960] COMPLAINT ABOU1 NON-RECEIPS OF 327
ANSWER

Sanction of land compensation of Dhubri-Patamari Road
cum Embankment

Shri TAMIZUDDIN PRODHANI (Dhubri) asked:
243. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(2) Whether any land compensation ol Dhubri-Patamari Road sunt-
embankment has been sanctioned to the land owners ?

(b) Ifthe answer is in the negative, what is the difficulty in sance
tioning the compensation ?

(¢) Whether Government has lately got any -representation in this
regard ?

(d) Whether Government propose to sanction the compensation ?
(e) If so, when ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

245. (a) to (¢)—Information have been called for.

Complaint about non-receipt of Answers to Questions put by
the hon. Members

~ Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, T put certain questions during the middle of September regarding Dhubri
Government High School. This question was repeated by me several
times before and I have been putting this question in every session since
1959. Sir, I have not got the reply yet., I was sent a reply from the
Secretary, Education, it being personally addressed to me, but I again
repeated this question to be asked in this House. Since my question is
being asked in every sessicn of the House, I do not understand why the
Hon’ble Minister or the Deputy Minister is reluctant to reply.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): On this point, Sir, may
I dvaw your attention to Rule 31 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly. It says, “A member who
wishes to ask a question shall give notice in writing to the Secretary at
least ten clear days before the meeting of the Assembly at which he desires to
put the question and shall together with the notice submit a copY of the
questions which he wishes to ask.” Admittedly, Sir, all these questions were
submitted before ten days of 6th of October, I personally know I submitted
certain questions before 16th of September and out of about 12 or 15
questions I submitted, only 3 or 4 have been replied. From this, it
appears, Sir, that more than a month has since elapsed, but replies not yet
given. [ wonder, Sir, what the difficulties are in giving replies to thesm
questions, though the rules say that for a reply to a question, only 10 days is
necessary.
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED :

My question is being
continued since 1959,

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Such

questions which relate to matters regarding which informations can he had
from Shillong—ecven lesser period will be sufficient, but sometimes question
is of such nature that for a reply, informations are sought to be obtained
from the districts where communicatisn is bad and it is not pos_sﬂ)le to
give reply within 10 days. We have stated only that information is being

obtained in respect of those questions which were received in the Secretariat
after the 12th

hon. Member can poiat cut that this question was tabled and received by us
‘before that date and

no reply has been given, 1 shall certainly Ilook
into. ;

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (]orhat_): Sir, we all _apprecugc t}ﬁc
difficulty about supplying answers to questions. _It takcao tlmf? arcll 2 ti:;
District Officers are usually very busy. Our i_'unctmus have e.\épfm i:;: 4
such a way that the officers may not coPe with them. But, 1:1:1 as
another aspect of it, We, the Members o_f Leglgl:a\tzve Assembly bulave no
other alternative but to approach the Chair for d_cvlsmg a respecta cf a?]d
useful way so that the importance of asking questions aucl-thc d]gn}ty of the
Members of this House is not lessened. Now let me give an 1Ilu:.tra:.mr_1.
Question No.82—Starred question—was very specific. It says - w}(mther it is
a fact that Sub-Deputy Collector, Naharkatia C{rclc,. realised Rs.79-12-0 from
one Tirtheswar Dutia, a flood affected person nide his receipt No.72, dated
21st May, 1956 of Book No.210 as land revenue for 15 :ijlgllas of requisi-
tioned plot of land for four years, 7. e., for 1952—53,_ ’1'953-54, 1954-55, and
1955-56. Perhaps apparently this land was requisitioned, but the land
was not in hig possession, like the Brahmaputra “eroded land which was

swallowed by the Brahmaputra, bui revenue was realised. This question
was very specific.

I draw the particular attention to the fact and a veply |
could have been ob

tained by sending a telegram when receipt number,
book No. and everything was given.

Atleast ths portion of 1he question
should have been answered. My friend Shri Jahanuddin Abmed, as L
understand, is right when he says that not-only in this session but also in
Provious sessions of this Hous

e, several of his questions were put and not
replied to.  Now the position comes to this. Sir you may please take

note of the fact that there may be difficulties in answering. There is the
other side of it as to how much it affects it because certain high officers not
only do not hold the Members of Legislative Assembly in esteem, they do not
have any regard for the Ministers and openly speak about them. The
remark the Congress Members of Legislative Assembly as pocket Gandhis,

Mr. SPEAKER -

I think these are not relevant,
point. Without enterin

g into discussion on this subject,
some amount of indifference is being shown by certain offic

of sending particulars Particularly of Assemb]

I' appreciate your
I also feel that
ers in the matter
Y questions. I am surprised
nourable Ministers that in spite of a three consecutive
a certain officer having his headquarter in Subdivisional
Headquarter has not cared to reply to the queries. These things do not
reflect favourably to the credit ini n as well as to the
credit of the officers. 1In the ¢ ble Members will be

perfectly right to hold that some amount of negligence or indifference has

of this month and if in respect of any particular question, any

N
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been shown in matters of replying to questions. I hope the Honourable
, Ministers will take note, that Assembly questions should be given the top
e priority.  Putting questions in the Assembly in a valuable right given in
parliamentary Democracy and our Assembly Rules have reiterated it.
Reply to questions is not only important to the  Members alone, but it is
also equally important to the public in general. Therefore, no Honourable
Minister should try to bye-pass any questions even if the replies to these
questions may not go to this credit of the administration and even to
Minister himself. Therefore, I request the Honourable Ministers to try
N their best to get the replies in time. I hope I may not have the opportunity
to hear in future from any of the Ministers that reply to any question has
i not been received from a particular officer after issuing several reminders.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: According to the Assembly Rule 31
10 days notice is required for putting a question. How these ten days are
= to be calculated ? TIs it from the date of submission o! the question at the

Assembly Secretariat or is it from the date of submission in the Civil
S Secretariat ?

= L Mr. SPEAKER: It is from the date of submission in the Assembly‘ty
' Secretariat. s

Mr. SPEAKER : I have made my observations as referred to b}lon

Honourable Members in this House on the subject. Therefore, it is better 5

that no Honourable Member should try to speak on this matter further, b

Now, item No.2—Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

Motion for consideration of the Report of the Study Groups to
assess the operation of the State Trading in Food Grains
s as presented by Shri Ram Nath Sarma to the
House on 17th October, 1960

o~

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : I beg to
move that this Assembly do now take into consideratioa the report of the
Study Groups to assest the operation of rthe State Trading in Food Grains
7 zlls)ﬁgpesented by Shri Ram Nath Sarma to the House on 17th  October,
( L @
With your permission, Sir, I would like to reserve my speech to be
i delivered later on or Preferably in the afternoon.
S
Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that this Assembly do now
take into consideration the Report of the Study Groups to assess the opera-
tions of State Trading in Food Grain as presented by Shri Ram Nath
Sarma to the House on 17th October, 1960.

Yo wim s Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): We
have gone to all the three parts constituted in the instance of the Honoura-
ble Speaker to go round to study the conditions and di{ﬁculnes and methods
of improvement of State Trading as has been enforced in our State. At the
instance of the National Development Council, the Govcrngner}t of Assam by
a resolution took up State Trading of paddy since the beginning of January,
1959 in No._3ong and Mikir Hills Districts. It was only on the experi-
mental basis, 7. e., to observe how it is operated in these Pparticular areas,
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The target for the year was in the neighbourhood of 20 lakhs or so as has
been reported by the Departmsnt, and the price was ﬁ:::ed. The minimum
price payable to the growers was fixed to be Rs.9 and in the operation the
cost involved was expected to Rs.1°25 nP. per maund and the maximum
price fixed at Rs.10°25 nP. at G:vernment level. Th_e commission I‘or‘these
three. agencies—the Primary Servxcq Co-operative Society, Primary
Marketing Society and the Apex Marketing Society is given at the rate of
19:-nP., 62 nP. and 19 nP. respectively. The Apex Marketing Society is the
sole financial authority. From the report of the Government, it appears
that an advance of Rs.20 lakhs was made by the Apex Bank of Assam to
the Apex Marketing Society with which they operated. This Society has
given financial assistance to the extent of Rs.10 lakhs credit societies for
paddy procurement although the amount involved was a few crores.

At the initial stage, some difficulties were experienced by these
societirs, because it was then a quite new thing and the State Trading we
have been doing now was there all along. Now, it has been switched over
to the co-operative sectors. The Co-operatives were entrusted with the
procurement of paddy. This was a difficult task and a great risk is taken
“vour Co-operative Department. Many of the societies have not yer

ae into being, because they cannot function properly.
C

' Sir, State Trading was first started in the district of Nowgong and then
sdually it was extended to the districts of Kamrup, Goalparz, North
~akhimpur and so on. Now, this time, decision has been tak-n all on a
sudden and due to shortness of time, some difficulties had to be experienced.
Of these difficulties the financial difficulty was the greatest. Out of the three

agencies, the Service Co-operative Society has the greatest responsibility to
function to-day.

~ Ithastoplay a great 1ole. The Service Co-operatives are the agency

for issuing credit to the agricul urist for agricultural operation, and it was
p_crhaps'dcne with a view to link credit with the marketing. This was a very
right thing and in doiug so the Service Co-operatives had to be organised
properly. They had to be revitalised and financed when the Gaonlia Bank
did not function properly. But is was operating in the minds of some sec-
tion of the people that State Trading meant only that portion of the thing
the dealers perform. It is not the intermediaries but the p=asants who should
get the maximum profit and who should avail themselves of the opportunity.
But difficulty was experienced of finance in the first instance and then of
transport. ‘The Primary Co-operatives had no sufficient funds which they
were to receive from the Appex Marketing Society, and the Marketing
Society could not issue sufficient money. So the dealers could successfully
give Obfstacl_es and thia Markqting Societies in certain places had to appoint
i%fﬁt:eoa:ge:r own. The main difficuity, as has been given in the report, is
e pcagants ‘;’.o?mﬁaganda side. I put strees on the propaganda side hecause
fill Sonl s whose benefit and interest it was introduced have not yet
¥ € implications of State Trading through Co-operative sector.

Even in some places the villa ilent
[ gers silently endured th ; h
cacried on propaganda which is not goodyfor therli. ca e W 5

. Another main difficul
with regard to transport,
fore, the different groups i

ty experienced by the Service
The transport fac
n their joint report

BT Co-operatives was
ilities were not there. There-
have snggested certain things
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with regard to transport. The Service Co-operatives have one other func-
tion to do. To make the Service Co-operatives successful if we lay stress
on the money to be advanced by Government, then there will be no ‘end to
| it. We are to find out ways and means to link up the credit with marketing.
] The Credit Societies have been issuing loans to the peasants and these loans
4 : are flowing from the Reserve Bank of India through the Appex Bank of
%, Assam, and through the Central Banks the money flows to the village level.
% So, to revitalise or to make the village societies firm it is necessary that suffi-
A\ cient money should be advanced.

Sir, it has been stated that the peasants are experiencing difficulties for
want of adequate funds and there is an overdue of 1 crore and 50 lakhs of
rupees. Now, several discussions were held in this regard and several sug-
gestions were made for taking drastic action against the defaulters for reali-
sation of moncy because this money was proviced by the Reserve Bank of
India. Now, the Reserve Bank of India has made a formula at the request
of the State Government that it will issue money only when there is 20 per
cent overdue. But Sir, it appears that in many societies cent percent has
become overdue. So the Service Co-operatives are experiencing difficulty
in procuring paddy. To remove that difficulty®certain suggestions were
made for improving the procedure for realisation of the money and collection
drive was also taken up. But what I feelis that if we take drastic action to
realise the money it will take at least 3 to 4 years. So the time factor is
there. So, Sir, I suggest that Government should take up the matter very
seriously because a serious situation has arisen. Inspite of the overdue if
(fresh loans are not issued then ultimately it will not be possible to realise
the entire overdue, but according to the rules of the Reserve Bank it is not
possible. Therefore, I suggest that the State Government should take such
steps so as to issue fresh loans so that the Societies are made active.
There are certain Societies who have repaid their loan with great
difficulty. ~ Therc are many members in many societies who are very
honest and sincere and they always try to repay their dues. There may be
some members who, either due to negligence or due to certain difficulties or
due to flood have not been able to repay their loans But for that all the
Societies should not be taken as defaulters. The members who are honest
should get some loan. Sir, I suggest that to improve certain things we must
take some amount of risk ; otherwise it will not be Possible to make a head—

_ way. 5o, we must devise some ways and means so that some money can be
1ssued to the peasants. A question may arise ; why there is heavy default.
This heavy default may be due to the fact that while issuing loans Proper
account of the people were not taken by the Socicties or by the officers of
the Department, or it may be due to the fact that there was no follow-up. Sir,
we must see that the loan is issued to the deserving people and that proper
, follow-up is made after the issue of the loan. Sir, at the initial stage of our
| State trading there may be some difficulty and we shall have to take some
| ! ~amount of risk. The State Government should try to find out further re-
' \ sources so that loans may be issued to the non=defaulting Societies.

Then again, from the procurement side also, if we successfully operate
the service co-operatives the loans issued will be realised in time If we
organise service co-operatives in such a way that at the village level they will
procure surplus paddy of the cultivators then the difficulty which we are
experiencing now in this connection will to a great extent be mitigated,
These service cosoperatives will know the conditions of all the members
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as well as their paying capacity at the time of issue of loans and
also at the time of recovery, the recovery will be made in kind. As
we have not been able to do so we are experiencing the difficulty of
State trading. So the main and the very fundamental thing for us will

be not only the organisation of societies. ~We have been sold that 2000

service co-operatives have been organised and there is demand for some
more But until and vnless we can function these two thousand service
co-operatives which are to function at different, places in the State, what
is the good of organising co-operative societies. So unless and until we can
make these societies active, I do not know. why Government put a limit
and gave a target for certain number of societies that should be organised
at certain time. That was very wrong. That was very wrong in this respect
that the officers has to go round to approach the people because the
initiative did not come from the people. = The whole principle of
co-operative is voluntary and in that respect we exceeded that and we
forced the people to form co-operatives. Of cpurse it is necessary to form
co-operative societies, but after we have formed the society it is the respon-
sibility of our State that finance should be made available to it. Then
after working the societies we are experiencing these dificulties at present,
namely, that the marketing societies are confronted with the difficulty of
“funds when all on asudden in certain marketing societies thousands. of
maunds of paddy. were available, they experience these difficulties. But
these difficulties can be over come if that area is fixed to certain service
co-operative society and the co-operative society properly function there.
Then the requirement of lakhs of rupees for certain society will also - be
obviated. So it isso essential that these service co-operatives which issue
loans should be entrusted with procurement. Then the question of
marketing comes in. On the last occasion according to the report of the
Study group the marketing societies were experiencing difficulty of gunny
bags also. I fail to understand why the Supply Department is giving only
one hundred rupees for one hundred gunny bags against the requirement of
130 rupees for one hundred gunny bags, how the Co-operative Department
or this State Trading is made responsible for the loss of 4 lakhs of rupees. I
do not know if there is a difference between the Supply and the Clo-opera-
tive Departments ? When the Co-operative Department has taken up the
risk of procurement, the Supply Department cannot in any way escape by
say that since we have left the matter to the Co-operative Departm nt the
loss should be incurred by the State Trading. Had the Supply Department
themselves been 1equired to procure paddy, they should have spent the
amount which the  Co-operative Department have spent and the 4 lakh
rupees that was necessary to be spent or the loss made by the Co-operative
Department should be compensated by the Supply Department which point
1 want to suggest to Government now.

controversy above the margin. The commission
has been reduced to enable the Ppeasants and the growers (o get more
rofit. That is also to be seer, because the marketing societies and the
Eervice co-operative socicty do not do  their part. Tn so far as Kamrup
district is concerned in some places 1n the North Bank the marketing

society had to operate in certain area and they had to @arry the

paddy to a distance of 40 miles of more, for instance, from Masalpur which

is in the remotest corner of the district 10 the Godown at Tihu, The
rate fixed at present is not sufficient to cover up the cost of transport,

Again Sir, there is a
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That is also to be seen. More margin of profit as recommended by the
Study Groups should be allowed at least to the Primary Marketing Society.
I do not bother about the service co-operative societies because their func-
tion remains the same at 019 nP. I bother about the Primary Marketing
Societies which are the main machinery for procurement that some sort 'of
commission to cover up transport cost should be given. It has been rightly
said in the report that difficulty expened is due to the fact the paddy so pro-
cured is either to be given to the mills or sent to the Government godowns.
Now from our experience which is al.o revealed in the report in respect of
procurement of last Ahu paddy, what happened in our State ? The
marketing co operative societ’es and the service co-operative societies which
were entrusted with procurement took the paddy to the mill owners and
the mill owners were entursted with procurement and the mills in many
places were overfed. So the mills refuse to procure and there was chaos
because there is no ltcensee but there is only a marketing and service co-
operative and the result is that the growers and producers were confronted
with more difficulties there were many quarrels going on in many places
and there was one riot also reported from Kumarikata. That was due to
the failure for procurement of Ahu paddy. If the paddy is left like this the
People are inclined to suffer. In tact most of the mills are overfed with the
result that the mlllers misbehaved and thereby the lot of the marketing and
service co-operatives become worse. The marketing societies cannot pay
to the service co-operatives and the latter connot pay to the growers. Now
we are hearing that there is some sort of influence from some quarters even
from some influential people that to save the position of the dealers. They
want to find out vi¢ media. They want to bring the dealers into the field,
That would be a very dangerous thing. We have organised service co-
operatives and we have entrusted them with this work. How on the plea
that the service co-operatives are not functioning properly if you allow the
dealers to become sub-agents, the same sort of corruption and difficultes
will again creep in. Therefore, I say that this demand from some quarters
that dealers should be allowed to procure paddy is a very dangerous demand.
Itis our duty to see that the marketing co-operatives and the service
co-operatives which have been  brought into play as a
result of the policy of the Government of India are not disturbed. The
requirement of the Department in this respect is modest. They want a sum
of Rs.2.5 crores. 'This in consideration of the renture is not a very big
affair, Government should not hesitate to make this amount available
because they will not give this amount either as gift or subsidy but this
will be invested against paddy. I hope Government will not hesistate to
provide this amount. Then, Sir, there has been a compla1_nt from some
quarters that the price of paddy fixed is not commensurate with the require-
ments of the growers, That is a question which shnulq be very carefully
examined. The prices of consumer goods are daily soaring and If: the price
of paddy remains steady what will bappen ? There are two t‘:mgs to be
taken into consideration. One is who are the purchasers who will purchase
paddy procured by the co-operatives ? They are common people, whose

' economic condition we should take into consideration. So, while we should

ensure that the producers get a fair price, we should also see that the ordi-
nary consumers are not hard hit.

Then, Sir, a suggestion has been made, and rightly made, that con-
sumer goods should be made available. So, there is a suggestion that co-
operatives should be given the function of supplying consumer gaods also,
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That is a very important suggestion which should be considered very care-
fully. Most of the consumer goods are imported from outside. The mer-
chants generally procure them in dry season and store them. When there
is flood or scarcity and the prices are high they release them. If Govern-
ment import consumer goods and distribute them through the co-operatives,
that will be very good. Some co-operative societies may be entrusted with
this work. Even the service co-operatives, which issue loans and in turn
purchase paddy from the cultivators, may be entrusted with the supply of
consumer goods, That will be a new link forged between the people and
the service co-operatives. Sir, I think a portion of the Department’s require-
ment of Rs.2.5 crores may be invested for procurement of consumer goods
to be distributed through the co-operatives. Government may of course
consider the question to what extent the price of paddy should be increased

but in doing so the condition of the purchasers should also be taken into
consideration.

Another important suggestion is for setting up of some processing co-
operatives. We have the service co-operatives at the bottom and the Apex
Marketing Society at the State level. In between them there should be
processing co=operatives. At present the mill-owners take away a great
part of the profit. So, there should be a net-work of processing co ope-
ratives. The paddy-husking societies which are now operating under the
h‘hadi and Village Industries Board may be brought in and “better orga-
nised. This will give some sort of income of the poor huskers, mainly poor
women in the villages. This scheme worked very well during the drought
in Nowgong and floods in North Kamrup. These societies ?nay be given
some sort of commission. So, Sir, unless and until we can take up a pro:
gramme of organising a number of processing co-operatives at Cifferent
trade centres of the State, difficulties will continue. My suggestion is to start
with Government should make a programms of starting at least 30 or 40
processing Fo-operatives, to be done within a period of five years and for
doing th1§ initiative should te taken from now. The marketing societies which
are functioning may also become share-holders of the processing co-opera-
}T{‘;?z:e These processing co-operatives may come into being very soon.

may be one difficulty regarding graat of licences by the Central
Government. If the State Government take up the matter wi)tfh the Central

Government the latter may be agreeable to grant new licences. We have

iﬁi’;tﬁ‘?t some of the mills which did not get sufficient paddy for procure-
ers agreeable to sell their mills to co-o ; S
so much Ahu perative farms, but no

paddy lying they may not come forward. Some new mills
may be purchased by the processing co-operatives with the help of Govern-

ment and some old mills may al o be take
n over b t the whole
system may be completed. ¥ Sielsbyithautisoitha

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: w7fs  otaw weztrn,  atfen® T
rFas, fon  fom Sgw gf¥, «@F mly  wwdm ww A Mz
TR, AR opd Aifs o tafom cordw wEd AR cateafi
Azad T afomw sty fadidn aifen awas earfe 4 2fed
2 1E R TAFTS TF, fFgatw F4 FF0A wit aifprm | (OU4D TFAS
AT I (I AM0A eolfem, FTa AR Afgya iy e cziwE @tfi
Fh A 1 ROIR i Az o ffy emeren A At |
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Shri RAMNATH SHARMA (Lumding): Sir, at the time of placing
the report I informed the House that the respective group reports were placed
in the Library Table. The hon. Member may be pleased to refer to these
reports whenever necessary. In these reports details have been furnished as
to how many people were contacted and other relevant informations.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS  |[Rangiya (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] : But it is stated in the report that
the Committee met the following members and Association :

1. Members of the Bar Association.

2. Member of Panchayats.

3. Assam Chamber of Commerce.

4. Office bearers of different political parties.
5. Mill owners and Mill Owners’ Association.

6. Office bearers of Apex Marketing Societies, Primary Marketing
Societies and,
7. Professor of Commerce of Gauhati University.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS: @z 77%%F 2ats (sfa =w |

“The Committee is of the opinion that the area of operation of the Piimary
Marketing Societies should be decided primarily and basically on the volume
of business which in the last analysis means the size of the market and
volume of production of an area”.

Al At wifr Fw7 FfAcm @, dfesF OBl d= fEEs
representation ¥z @rEth  sifss FA Fh o T2 T
CRCT B 3 B B £ e RO Y e o o I ) R LR o I b OO 3 7
vt TEAdle RfEle aigEa arer gqzd 3@ g @ KEe gae
Consumer and Producers =7 |

orF FAT T2 T AfGrm cu, @ ggrmem  wiEe, @AY, T
AFFSE  (AfOnT AFAT (TUAITT wol wforatd, oA A wife
@ e MR 1 152 piftwas arwr qEd F9 2fed osteiw
oM BT Tl FAR, 21 70 AB wifem | cobar afr dforT =@ cetw
A @A A AT bt cifers | (OSEART MR 3w
dfers a7 2fel@fas  =fag  ciare ofe @R F4€4 T2 FG 07
faraaes SEAET O, Warme spoet AierE ¥ NI I FAE oy

BT (ULSANTAE  FEAfa ol WA, TPNEEGT ot v
Fau Mg ACE 9% @) AifErE G (2 AT e gtet
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W ol AfEaR FErd g-weE w4 TEmel  FfEaca, 93 99
speTBl AWl zieA | AsTAM  wEEfe @3 affsre am@am Organisation
T OB ‘I g | \

(1) Apex Marketing

(2) Primarg‘f Marketing Societieis .
(3) Service Co-operative.

af5i3etF  wAq 4w Tk Service Co-operative ¥ I
(SEAFT FFT ClFAN | (OHANSE wibATs At ez TS uﬁﬁ‘@?j
iize, fafey wwms dfers wwam woeqms wifz & fFrare | oeErs
BF AT AfftAs zm o @ wal Awiw gme  Asww,  o&raied 9z 4l
@ FHIT @S @CEifag Atz «F oifes a2l 6oIRih 19EITT
‘oisfrn 4 f¥fw, bols wefte adw  slip v fAvw b frca
Aferfs fora | 4t sl frls ofp) caltAfals T, A7 EAEAR WE
2 U T2 wats AR T@iEe AWiAs oz QLA St 7€ o
Boi3fa Tz A= zm | atltwefEs i 7@ e BHIRTA
TMIZ 4 A5l TER edTs weis® w5 fwea | Slip  frw #[ AT
WA TS (FhearEl wfea w9 i 512 ¢z gidizre T
a1 @fs Amer WAtm | steelE weaw F#E-%F Fl@ A I AT
win f7ed e cis B i fests st oeiEfhs wdmEca ate 41T
AT A A BT qw A | @2 T4 G @AZ =T A
Apex Marketing 3 Gitets wrae  wUm | otardfe ShiEHT FE-
BRICH 41 fFeais Algee @ gEame ofaf? ot crfental (RO
S AETeE, A%6l i M waEte  slip  fére gaifos w04 9F
A @, slip © fFm a4t fEe, Azs entry oz, Wl @2
4T SIFIET ww A ooiziha wwinta qod RAE zreta @b AiTe @b A
g TE AFEE,  GfE . Gmmre @2 4l (G e s w99
WCE | AR AR AR, sl wAmE gmd  wfas cafen A2 3=
TZ AR 1 B FF 4ferm @, dffere ayeeitma Bowera A@she 4
4ale @2 ACET 5oiEf A wifos SOl fAare wmiteads el =CE
i Ffaa Aifitges W2 wfta Fw sfw amd | ea, 9 9Bl
uFfaq  AEFA e @, 4w GE Ff, @Etw gren FeAR-SiE
oA, fd wife 60 =m 1 4 B skcer «F fReEle aenEE IS
At Fad 4T T 3EeA A oA 3wl whwE, A€l
wxfRgs 40 B9 F[, 4w 917 77 Sita 799 701 8fow 29 | F0ag
qrantna wtacd Finance side b1 af5 feeist =2 =affilq @i Service
Co-operative f3af¥a Proper Functioning 7 %fst4 Finance3 {5%
=fe amst | _

sf@ ftps, ofriat o512l i@ Service Co-operative f3ama
T AICE 95 FAT FE 7 AN ATT AT zfqa wacd, ooen
wed (FEters T uddttalte [qate Aifes attst | o arm icES: SorER
fReie &fp Sieatz, deficit area® it |
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ite®  Production b5[zm ¢ty cIEepl o T4 | (T
) 12 B ) s 1 O | ) L ) ) o R [ volume of
business feta «ifFq  Aa | S fGam @@, 999wl paddy
procuring area «% fIFEiTs faws  eflT 4w S IfE FfEECE
s W (TEWE Alts zd eid Wit ficgp z9 3fa @i wfEcen |
c187td Apex  Marketing  ©oiEfotal  fawa  ww  difew Fiee
Central place &=iwS |

sRdTICes At bigAd @rfds @FFE  wikf<F monopoly #fatg |
9t7 (289 72 wafs way 31T @20 «fents compulsory  czfal AfR
sRATTCed 4t sieEa @b Wi fasifts <fq frrg ¥ @2 monopoly
cztat Fitd fFga wzfen o ity o1 @&l ETEFia 79 T4 97
=9 At | ot ke T e gecE Fzce  wiam FfE ity |
oz fmrm 78 UiRT (IR 90T Etd wwtEl | o2 suggestion (SiF
FS  Fdtar 93w BAsET 9z 1 fTw af ¥ OFI O AITE A,
surplus it deficit area T fowAs Pl SIET  CHEET (ZCR |
surplus areas 4t «F wwe fasl 74 | W45 surplus area
7 e5ars 41 deficit area © crEch fr rigid wERI O®
wtd  surplus area. @ ATZA  FAS  SftAM  AfCTRRE cz0g |
TR baFCa atfE  frm wiw g4 cdfomce Sfos W oot AR
sqitapd  Farm © 993 #ta 4t 2(fs cuicd 7@ ol 9 3> 591 3
qBgF AW fam A@ S0 B | dfers crsch (e favew Teeate el
afr @hn FfAC | e 9 saqoiced fach) state  trading 9
paddy procuring 74T gz Igela  ATIAT TfECEl |

Shri MOHANANDRA BORA (North Lakhimpur):
Tt Bettaw aczitvn, ife swae State  Trading @ A7IFS 4T A
Tatfts wfa  fr wfifan @ e frew oF  report I @IS
FAICAT FRAcA 9l FfEa feme AI dmd ez | SITE e
9% 3AfrF  pEAT  TEulm aE Z9 dses bW GidEl  Tize | =AM
SRRl CZtn i femcs aite @B frafie g o o i foz
91 Wi 4iwT Twq vl fiEe #5241 | dsey bae wetE, R AtzR
wif 5I8% 9w S>00 BT > GHEERIE A9 FAFA, w45, TEI AT,
clifatEAr, wiotq aifs 513s @8 Fp@amd FiT 9fEE =0E | QF1 FN
517 A @, we F Rt 9% ads @it qfgre T4 A0S T i)
wrTe 4 A1 SfeAd | WA Adts Atfzaw o wm miEd,  AfEE, e,
fimd wtfez wwa Gds 9fs omw Wiy | e 9 AT GRS
State trading ciitztats wtacd oy 7w catea wwq fafas fafaz % |
aifer wiia Af SleaR wE esw «F  nfre  fmEm  (F 9«
monopoly %% =farg guE wiE $IF afega BAT (FUY (T 9Tl
g orF | REG roui e cdite | @teR (@ aEie wfea ar
Ics control Sfts wilfs @z | O1R  FHETY COC CIRIERIEY
qTgs o 9% control ®fs cifgm | contral dfFta atq
Ttz ( law abiding people ) ¥% cgtt_Fta i€ e HET= 3wy
77| @2 oPwE A% (R frw TzeAE R $9 @i |
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BEq FRIAA  ATFAT dvey —¢A 5T 474 7T Y0 bIE FA i
TE I se bR @S A1z 1 dvea-er 5IT 5 BFME A4l da BICA
gifga | Sveb-ed 593, A A vaF few 4w fefafes, > B9l
A9 Se btaA &fgF| €T ssav-vo vaw Control 3 Sreph TS
dfsms @2 w7 A, o2 #ms 9ifes 48t v 536 49 10 A0 |
aRTHI BASICA (ARG F@ w7 fFw wiea cdifems st oo i
@z wfEba TA feAbs @b w1 twey Wz 4 AME | @3 WA
A 49, @R TEgAs, GibiEeie @b gfvg | fFw cfems @zh Ao
MBI A AFF 3B cAmia ;. Fed Wiz A cEieIe FIETT |

i Marketing Society #1 w41 =*fas Service Co-operative
AT P vz 53T 4 fEa aEm s | GEwa s A
(9%38 -7a@ M2 | Service Co-operative < c5t@Bal y AstAfed
TS BA1R | (IFANE (w89 TEre Al R cd wifza Atfm gt o)
Y01 1 (9%7 WA i creAtm | coRatss  zietsl el AR
Service Co-operative @ 7zm r@balty  cifta 5y iy |
oF TR orEbaim  fafdte @, ¢ Servics Co-operative @ =T
uIE gFE Ffaey | sfamws frosfFa ww avaen’ 4w feaE
Ffw =@ {72 o Wt cifsgss g9m FAE-difern wa org |
AMEI AR ez 4w ooy, fFm s ww @ A B | o A
W AfSaT 77 amtasa fimh AT FRE A AT | wte miE
@, “TEM T WA ot s At wim wiy’ | «@F f5f
@R wifery  pasia s fem wdfs Service Co-operative
Society aGotapaa_ #M1 | csinalE 0B O, BAANA AR @ IS
TeHTY Ae  FfAA - dfo et FE-chm st w4
AT | Aw cEvE w9 FfaE @REE cotrzea af= fag e o

BTd ATIEATA  ARfEATS WBESF @6 A 2w | el Awtred
TSl 4TS 92 {qWEh wirefem FfA 2=E cAfem @, 9% Marketing
- Society AW ivFitA ww  FfA7 cMalE cstezta wbl cofEl
Aftet | Parliamentary Secretary <aferes IR wta it
A7 qTEa TSl @dmeA  elfem mama v qiRes gufr weea )
(ordea sEds fApw  AlEwa wEwE A St @, ittt
v B VI o | R e OB | o R el Bt B | R (2 L G
Eap o I e B | 5 | A 0 o ol e s O R o 3
Mfqrrg =9 479 wfes F sReA afem sfta afes, csfem
A, fazAdim wie qErIsUis dlvEal el Gied e codes
e @, e wifer sfad BB TR AL | Ay femena aifp
TheF | wifn = ool AT | FE SAFA fwh 4t FleaE
TG | sk e R @zim fE 10 O §EAS cmats  oF iz
@, ‘a¥H Ay @m Czwg corTEeA T2 BIFRE  waf o fyh -
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public meeting at the following places Rangia, Tamulpur,
weEly,  TEAEt, e, AR, B 2ot | oPwiE 31ES 3T9
A GErE g i =et 4@fafem | fadbs Al a,

The Committee also interviewed a great number of people including
Members of Bar Associations, Principals and Professors of Colleges, Head-
masters and Teachers of High Schools and other Schools, Presidents, Vice-
Presidents tand Members of Anchalik Panchayats, Gaen Paachayats,
Chairmen,” Secretaries and Members of Co-operative Societies, a great
number of agricultural producers of ‘all categories, millers. traders ard
middlemen dealing in paddy and a large number of Government officials.
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Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After lunch
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*Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): Mr.
Speaker Sir, before we go into the details of the problein we are at the outset
to set our mind with regard to the basic approach to the problem, whether
we should eontinue State Trading in spite of the many and varied difficulties
that are there and try to overcome them, or whether because there are so
many difficulties, dangers and defects, therefore, we should give it up.
Because the first set of approach will naturally generate one kind of formula
and the second type will generate another. Sir, when you were pleased to
appoint this Committee you were pleased to say that the State Trading in
foodgrains is a matter which should bs encouraged by everyone of us. ‘I'his
is a mile-stone on the road to socialism. Many hon. Members most
probably have not got the opportunity to study in full the implication of the
State Trading policy, the propaganda in this behalf is also not quite adequate,
in view of these I have decided in consultation with the Leader of the House
and also the Leader of the Opposition to send 15 hon. Members of the
House for study.

Now, so far as the approach is concerned, the approach before the hon,
Members who went for study in the matter was a positive one and therefore,
we find that their report is also in that line. But the different hon. Members
who have up till now spoken from the Government side began to see the
difficulties more overwhelmingly than the probabilities or the necessity of
State Trading in Assam. They have said, ‘yes, State Trading is good
provided’ but this ‘provided’ is so capitalled ‘provided’ that T am' constrajned
to think that these difficulties might stray a little away from the main lines
that is the line of State Trading. Sir, while replying to the debate in the
Rajya Sabha on the 3rd Five Year Plan the Prime Minister was pleased to
say with regard to this State Trading—I am quoting from his speech—«
think we must progressively investigate more avenues of State Trading

e e = e ————

*Speech not corrected,
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certainly in food but in others also”. Naturally this has made some
persons nervous and a propaganda has been initiated to suggest that opinion
on this is divided within the Cabinet itself. Sir, that opinion on foodgrain
trading by the State is divided is amply proved not only in the State but
also in the Centre because while the Prime Minister is laying so much of
emphasis on the necessity of State trading in foodgrains, in particular the
TFood Minister of India Shri Patil has struck a discordant note and not only
the Fcod Minister of India, there are also other big persons in the Corgress
hierarchy like the Chief Minister of Orissa, Dr. Mehtab, like the Chief
Minister of West Bengal, Dr. B. C. Roy and even like our Planning Minister,
Shri Tripathy, who appear to, be against the State Trading in foodgrains. 1
need not go to the others in other States but so far as the opinion ol our
Planning Minister, Shri Tripathy is concerned I think it will be proper if I
quote a few lines from what he had said in the Conference in the Secretariat
on the 29th June 1960—I mean the Tripartite Conference with regard to
rice milling industry in che State and labour employed therein. Therein
Shri Tripathy reminded the officials present that monopoly was a dangerous
thing and that it can easily lead to corrupt practices. The Secretary of
Supply said that there was reason why the arrangement in Nowgong was
working smoothly and why there was difficulty in Kanrup district and other
areas. He further said that the Association in Nowgong was a strong and
united one whereas the Association in Kamrup was not in a position to
decide what amount of paddy could be allotted to a particular mill in the
area. This accounted for why one mill had been allotted more and another

less rice.

Now Sir, from the report also it would appear that the response from
the Millers in different districts was different. This report says so far as the
Nowgong District is concerned, there was a greater amount of co-operation
from the Millers than other districts.

And now while going to the different tiers of this business the: Committee
has taken for granted that this business arrangement is the State Trading
arrangement. Here T should like to submit that, as a matier of fact, the
present State Trading is not a'State Trading in the strict sense of the term ;
it is' 2 monopoly license granted to the Apex Marketing Society for procure-
ment and sale of paddyzin the State. This Apex Marketing Society is not a
branch of the Government or'a Department of the Government ; nor does
the State Trading comes under ithe head of the State Budget. Theiefore,
there should not be any doubt that the arrangement which is going on in
Assam is, as a master of fact, not state controlled business. Here the State,
of course, helps this business with' financial assistance and Other atrange.-
ments, yet many other things are to be done by the Organisation itself.
Most of the difficulties are there as we find from the report of the Committec
arising for and from the objective situation that has confronted thig
Organisation. It is quite good that the Committee has gone through aj
these things and has placed very valuable suggestions on the different tierg
of the Organisation. The Committee has particularly laid emphasis on 5

certain fundamental matters.

Firstly, with regard to the lower structure, 7 €., t_hc Service Co-operative
Societies this Committee has suggested that the Service Co-operatives should
be efficient, and it should have better facilities for storage. As a matter of
fact, in the recommendation with regard to the Service Co-operative
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ieties i id that the Service Co-operative Societies should
ico):gt‘:ﬁ 1tthe}:l ;:;)E)erng:&‘mng areas of the State. Sir, I for one find it

difficult to appreciate this recommendation of the Committee. Because it -

tter, if our éxperiences would have harnessed
‘:f(z:rlditpe:\rl:)ﬁa hﬁ;ffebg::lebegraduaﬂy fromper:)né area to ,another area
ultimately covering the whole State. I .should. thex:ef‘ore like to sulzmlt
that the recommendation of the Committee in this regard, has ht;.ltlg
to speak. If, instead of taking all the paddy growin, ; areas it WOS'
have been better if the areas would have selected Subdivision-wise. i,
1 appreciate all the difficulties that were pointed out by my Friend,
Shri Mahananda Bora. , He pointed out that in the yvhole of I}Iort_ll
Lakhimpur Suhdivision the Scheme of State Trading was introduced in .hls
constituency and thereby the culpiv?..tors of: thls.a;:ea \].]ave bcen. getting
lower . prices, than the cultivators of jts nelghbourxng areas. It is really
a bad .thing.-

PR T Lt
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Sl.r, there are cértain difficulties in the Organisation. The main
aspect, i. e., the proper propaganda has not been properly looked into.
Sir, there may be many hon. Members who themselves, hold very lglgh
position, yet they instead of popularising the thing, they actually incited
the people. The Committee of the A. P. C. C_. of which Shri Mahananda

- Bora is a member, in its, meeting at Qauhatl asked the 'Gove:rnmcnt. to
take measures to introduce State Trading and gave detailed instructions
and recommendations in respect of the difficulties which were now pointed
out by Mr. Bora who could have pointed out these things before that
Committee at ,Gauha'.ti.., ¢ orrneeanne

As has ‘been ‘pointed out here by the Committee that the Service
Co-operatives were not actually formed by the actual tiller and cultivators.
Often-time they were found to have been formed by other people such
as the. office bearers of the Service Co-operative Societies. The Service
Co-operatives are, in most of the cases are not formed by the genuine
cultivators. . The Committee has- therefore suggested that ‘Service
Co-operatives: should be so organised a$ to enlist the support of the entire
peasantry. Therefore, all growers should be made share holders of the
Service Co-opératives and necessary propaganda should be made accord-
ingly”. Here in this matter of course, the Committee suggested all that
all the growers should be made share. holder. ButI should like to submit
that it would be better if all the growers are persuaded to be share holder,
-hecause befofe the introduction of the scheme of State Trading there were
no real rervice Co-operatives in our States, but after the introduction of the
scheme of the State Trading, the people out of violation, have Jormed some
vague service societies ag pointed out by my Friend, Shri Probhat Narayan
Chaudhury. In other'words, taking the advantage of the Scheme of State

Trading many spurious organisations - styled themselves as the Service
Co-operative Societies and thereby they really brought the bad name of the
Organisation itself. We have

 also seen in the report itself that even .thc
office bearers are running the organisation without any proper training,
They lack training Particularly in the matter of keeping accounts, they are
far from being jdeal, .
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The result" was that ‘they could not get with the siuatior which confront-
ed ..them ; particularly this was a - trade ‘wherein there.. were people in it
for. many many years with all their cunning and - experierice they had'run
the organisation. When a new set of people came when unexperienced
People.came, those who were already in the field they -began - to--create
difficulties, and' they also began to incite the peasants-against - this- -organis-
tion. : Often times. they also planted some of their agents in the  organisation
who tried; to torpedo these co-operatives from within; and-in-addition td:that
there was lack of finance, lack of experience and .and -everything. -Then
there is also the ‘social structure on which the scheme did not at that
time take-nete of. ., The structure is that in our society so' far -as the pea-
santry is concerned they are often dependant on on . the:money-lenders. ‘In
the mid-rainy season the people’' need.-advance from:ithesé -money-lenders
for their food, plough, cattle, seeds and also for medicines, clothes and
everything. This advance they take in  the form ' of :Dadan.. Now.there
was no such arrangement for advance payment in the . present écheme’
and the result was that the peasantry suffered. Those traders,,individualiand:
one single,, dealing in food grains refused to advance. mo..ey because thes:
could not, have Dadan, and when the, crops came they had to bringthe’
crops to another place some time not only- once but,more than once. .Now
therefore, these peasants, who are by hature conservative;,.found: two_diffi=.
cultiés'; one was that they were deprived: of dadan; and the second »was
that in spite of the traders coming to their own .courtyard, weighing the.
thing in their own house ‘and .taking them by paying cash or making 'ad-.
justment with the advance, they had to carry the crops to distant splaces
and some times they had to come frustrated because:.due lack -of. fund. .of
service co-opcratives or primary societies the . paddy could not purchased:.
In addition to that there was also. inexperienge. Furthermore, because:in.all:
places thore was no such Service. Co-operatives and because-the State decided’
to make the Organigation far-flung, in several places they had to pick..up:
individual agents., . In fact, they.are not agents of the Co-operatives but they
are agents of private traders, and therefore, their main intention was notito -
popularies the Co-opperative movement, not to popularise the State Trad-
ing Bug to 'malign’it the people.. - St T R A PO
Furthermore, we know that so far as Primary Marketing Society, the.
second tier, is concerned, which is by far the more important from point of
view of finance, in particular, they had firstly no.finance, and secondly-they
had ho Warchouse —no . capacity of storage, and  therefore, . due toilack :ot*
adequate finance and also due to their inexperience :and- lack of store:house :
tney could not purchase all the .paddy that. was advanced to them or that .
they should hvve purchased. And so far as the -Apex Marketing Society -
is doncerned, they also had to face almost the same kind of difficulty. -Being
confronted with'all these, naturally these organisations have become to -a
certain extent unpopular among the. People, and there; it has become to
day necessary to make -a close study of the difficulties, and. we. should now
se¢ that these difficulties are overcome. ,1 have said.. this because there is-a -
teridency growing in certain sectors not only among the. traders but -also
among scme of the rich peasants also that there should be no State Trading -
Ldissez faire should.the policy. If there be any impression created in this
House also it is that  laissez faire was better. . Than the Government. pro--

bably will find it difficult to carry on.this programme, and.if . this fails then " -

naturally “we shall again have to go back to mercy. of .the' individual - capi. -
talists and Millers, and we shall again see that. that the price fluctuation wil] .
beall'the morés - 7 B ’
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Now, one thing must be said to the credit of the State Trading that
is, last year though we had to face an unprecedented drought and then
such a holocaust and then again a late flood, this time the price fluctuation
has not been as dangerous as in some past years. Not that the State Trading
could be positively and concretely of much help, but the very fact that the
State was there in the trade, the very fact that there a stock and that this
could be at any time rushed to any place where the monopolists and rac-
keteers should try to fleece the people. That gave the profiteers great dead
of shake, and not only shake but they also got a checE, and therefore we
must sce this aspect of the matter also. In the first year it was only natu-
ral that there would be difficulties. As time will go these difficulties a surely
will be overcome. If there is good will and if there is an effort to learn
things and also to unlearn some of our past habits.

qu if . We want to do that on the line of the recommendations of the
Comm:ttee'xtself, I should like to stress that ecertain very urgent matters
should be immediately looked into in order to make State Training popular.
_One thing has been said by several members with regards to Ahu crops
18 some way out. Now these Co-operatives who are in the grain trade, they
are not purchasig this Ahu paddy particularly of the red variety. Now it is
our policy that there should be double cropping ; we should not depend on
single crop. On the one hand there should be double cropping and un the
other hand the second crop which peasants might take to is not getting any
market. This is really unfortunate, My Friend, Shri Mohananda Bora has
said that in vast areas they persuaded the people to grow Ahu paddy, but
because Ahu paddy did dot get any market, these were literally fed to the
cattle. Ahu paddy was grown by the people not with a view to make it fod-
der. and therefore, some way out must be found out with regard to market-
ing of the Ahu paddy. If the State does not come to purchase the things or
if the State sponsored or State supported Marketing Society do not come to
purchase it, then how can we expect that the individual Millers or Traders
would come to help our peasants ? As a matter of fact, ifsome amount
of Ahu paddy would not have exported to Bengal towards the latter Part
of the year. then probably the difficulty would have been much more sty-
pendous in the season. Therefore, thisis a matter which the Government
particularly the Food Ministry should take special note of,

Secopdly this question of gunny bags. There has deen quite lot talk
House with regard to the gunny bags and as a matter of fact the Commijt-
tee has come to the finding that up till now a sum of Rs. 8 lakhs have
been allotted under this account, They have, however, said that there are
anomalies in the supply of gunny bags and the gunny bag affair has become
almost a public scandal. These are really sufficiently strong observations
by the Committee and I hope and trust that the Government wi]l take
special note of this because if one  goes for the trade every thing necessary
and ancillary to the trade should be at their disposal. The gunny bags shoulq
be there, the money, warehouse and if necessary the machinery for advance

should also be there.

Another thing which has been said by the Committee is that the attitute
of the Supply Department is step-motherly. Both the Dﬂpart:-nqnts of Sup.
ply and Department of Co-operatives are under the same Minister and :
hope that the Minister sees that the two departments do not quarrel with
other, that they work in co-operatfon. There are some sections ohent
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polygamy is allowed and if you take take to polygamy, it should be seen
that both the wives get equal trcatment and that their children are looked
after with equal care. The wives should be taught not to ill treat the child~
ren of the other. ’

Then it has been said that by far the most important function of the
Primary Marketing Society is to provide easy finance to the Service Co-
operatives. This is, I think, not only with regard to the quantum but also
with regard to the procedure. With regard to vote there should be some
amount of increased emphasis and attention.

It has alo been said that Service Co-operatives failed to command
confidence of the entire peasantry and that in some cases individuals were
apppointed as agents in place of the Service Co-operatives. I do not un-
derstand, i.., I have not been able to follow whether there were some
Service Co-operatives and in spite of that some individuals were appointed
as agents or whether individual agents Were appointed because there
were no Service Co-operatives. At any rate if there are mnot suffi-
cient Service Co-operatives individual agents may be appointed provided
they are honest people. Butif there are Service Co-operatives then of
course I think it is better to persuade all individuals to join the Service
Co-operatives and to have their requirements through the Society instead
of keeping the dual machinery of Co-operatives and individals because
as I said these individuals are trained people but our Societies are not and
ard at the same time they are to follow certain procedure under the Co-
operatives Act in doing so they often find some special difficulties.

It has also been said that if the the payment was properly guaran-
teed then paid in cash much of the unpopularity of the Service Co-operative
eave been minimised. I do not understand why the Government should
not take that issue with greater earnestnesse

. Then another very important thing has been suggested by the Com-
mittee. Ilike to tell the Minister r0 underline this in particular. The
‘Committee has said that the general demand of the peasantry as far as
Comumittee has heen able to judge, is to supply daily necessaries required
by the peasantry at a reasonable price throughout the year. Generally
supplies are taken from the village traders who usually balance the credit
extended to the peasantry by paddy just after the harvest. Unless Consu=
mers Stores are opened and _attached to the Service Co-operatives or the
Service Co-operatives themselves take the task of the supply of Consumers
Goods to the peasantry, it would be very hard job to short circuit the
village traders. This I think is very important and is the crux of the
problem. Because this economy of the villagers is not a one Wway traffic ;
they sell their paddy and some other goods also like vegetables and some
amount of Jute, etc, But it is the paddy which the saleable commodity
if our country. Now by selling the paddy they take other things.

If they have got some trade ralations \‘Mith any individual, then what
happens is this—they take money ont credit or they take goods such as kero-
sene, Salt and Yarn on credit and at the end of the. season when the paddY
s harvested, this they pay to the traders. Because in the rural areas generally
¢hesc grocers not  only sell goods of daily  use but they also purchase the
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more efficient than the Goverment’s Publicity Department. Our publicity
epartment can go only with the loudspeakers; of course T do not know how,
far they have helped in this regard. At least the Committee has suggested that
they should be of greater help otherwise the Whisper compaign of these trad-
€rs and middlemen wi]l continue unabate against State Trading. Therefore,
[ we want to snap one line, we should be able to arrange the  supply of
goods to the villagers and e should also remember as the (lommittee has
suggested that the bulk of OUr growers are consumers. In other words, the
peasantry bring thejr paddy for sale just after the harvesting to fulfil their
pomediate commitments, Yiz. paying of land revenue,  clearing up of arrears,
festivities and social oblizations, for medical treatn ent and Iiquidation of oid
loans, etc., and, thereflore they should e able to get this money and the
difficulti-s that have come noy as hurdles should be overcome.

* Then another important thing has been suggested by the Committee, that is
quick turnover which is the secret of trade, If money is locked per block or in
Ogher words even if there can be one turnover then naturally there cannot he

ISET profit, If the rate of profit is not made a* a higher scale. Now, I remem-

€r to have read in one Econmics Journal where it was sa‘d that the policy of
the American capitalits i, that *“Sell 1o the largest number at the lowest profit
and ' then You will have a wide market and the biggest dividends.,” Now here
I our-case also if we caq get quick turnover then naturally even if the
margin or the profit of margin be jowest ultimately the quantum of profit—
the total volume of profit—will he much higher. Now, when we speak of
margin of profit, the quzstion of price of paddy arises. Th's matter has been

ebated in thig House before also and our Food Minister was pleased to say
that here in this State we pay the highest price for Paddy.

That was Perhaps the substance of what he said that in no other State a
igher price is given, Now, my Friend, Shri Mohananda Bora has pleced 2
list that with regard to the other necessities of the cultivator also, he pays by
far the highest price, be that dal or mustard oil or kerosene or salt or cloth or
Yarn, whatever that may be. In this country, in Assam, the price of everything
is higher. Now, therefore, the price of rice or paddy must be such as would
be able to cover the necessities of the peasants. Here, in this connection, th_e
price policy of all commodities also come in. -If i is loss only for the_con.n‘pctx-
tive market; then after all the prices will be fixed according to the principle of
demand and supply. That will be - a wrona thing because in todays context
the economic position isthat of monopoly economy. [Ihe world is no longer
in a Competitive market stage. It his come to the stage of monopoly €conomy,
at monopoly does not necessarily mean one ' individual’s economy, - for
€xample, the millowners; association or foodgrains dealet_'s association—that
S a.very powerful monopoly. * They might mak(; horizontal or | vertical
Organisation; , but their  organisation, = both vertically and horlzontally
18 a very tight organisation and very powerful. They are not only control«
ling the market or the politicians, they control very powerful politi-
Ciang, They control people and take the pose at one time as Politician
am_i at another tjme ag lawyer . and still at anothep time as the philanthro- . ,
Phist. They control public opinion; - they _control .Ieg'islature, they contro]
Gove{nIﬁcnt and so to .8ay the, entire social machmery. Sorhere there is and =
OTganisation VEry powerfyl, very . intelligent and Very infiuential with which 5

.

et
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we are to confront. And then we shall have to go to the basic policy of price
structure. In America also, let me not cite the example of Soviet Russia, what
Is the position? How does the Price of the foodgrains actually operate. If Go-
vernment would have followed a policy of laissez faire, free trade, completely
free, 'if theré would have been freedom as they say, then the peasants
there would have been ruined completely. In America, the problem is that
cf over production, Vast land, very developed machinery and therefore huge
production and actually much more than that they need or they can market,
Therefore, what (he Government do, Government fix a price and it the price
goes lower than that, Government purchases it. May be, Government destroy
the food, may be Government feed it to the animals or they sink it in the
sea, but so far as the producer, is concerned for him there is a price fixed and.
there are also tracts of land which are kept fallow. If these tracts of lands are
kept fallow, even then the producer will be gelting proportionate amount of
money. . Here, in our country, because you have got a greater density of
population with smajle, arcas of land, threfore in our country the ratation of
crops double cropping and not to keep any land fallow. [herefors the problem
here is jus- the reverse and in order to induce the people to keep lands fallow
there is a fixed price which is guaranteed to them.  The peasant also there-
fore does not suffer., Here no doubt because of the economic weaknesses of
the peasantry, because of his lack of organisation, because of his educaticnally
lower standard, because of weaker bzu;g;aining’ power, it might be a fact that if
left alone in the stage of /aissez faire, he would have got a much_lesser price
than what the Government s gi'viug. Generally, the complaint has heen that
the actual peasant 8ets not more than Rs.7:50nP. per maund of paddy that is
generally the critisism, But T know from my own experience that before the
State came to trading, in some months, at least in'the month of January or
February, i.e., just after the harvest, there were quite . a large number of
peasants who had to sell thejy paddy at Rs.5 or Rs.6 per maund. Now
of course, they are not getting Rs.10, that is true, but they are not selling it
at Rs.5. After some difficulties, at least they are geting KKs.7-50nP. and I give
this State Trading Organisation that credit that you have at list been able
to ensure Rs.7°50n.P, as tha lowest that a peasan( is getting. T am not satis-
fied with that. That js why last year also I pleaded that the minimum
fixed price should be ag least Rs.12 per maund fof the peasant because our
experience has shown ani a. my I'riend Shri Mohananda Bora has just now
said, that there are areas where even price goes up to Rs.14 or Rs.15
per maund. . If it is possible for the price to shoot up to Rs 14 or Rs.15, then
it is should be possible for the organisation even by giving some 'amount of
subvention to fix it at Rs.12 at Jeagt. I cannot quite agree with the suggestion
of ‘the committec ahout the enhancement of Commission. As I said ear-
lier, '‘perhaps the 'total commission of Rs.1 per mound would have suffi-
cad if there ‘would have been quick turnovers and other facilities which
I have just now submitted would have heen there. At any rate, even
by giving a higher commission, the present endeavour . can be made
successful. T think it is worth trying. 1 said perhaps year before last
that I shall from the whole of my heart congratulate the Food Minister
if he can help our Peasantry, if he can make successful this State
Trading within a space of three years. I think do not cxactly remember
the ‘words, but I think I saiq some two years ago that this ig a very
difficult task and even g2 pace of three years I am pl’“egared to  wait,
Two' years have gome. T do not think that T am Yet in a position
to give him that promised whoelehearted congratulation, but I do pot
want to but any cold shoulder on his euthusiasn?. I only want to remind
him that there are quite a large number of difficulties. Difficulties he
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will find not only from inside the State, but from outside also. No
doubt our Prime Minister i3 there to help him but I do not know
whether he will get that wholchearted support from entire Planning and
Development Board. I do not know, he 1sin a better position to know,
whether he will get the same support and encouragement from the
Food Minister of India, Sri Patili, as he would perhaps get from our
Prime Minister. | do not know whether he will be getting as muc
support from the other members of his party as he has got from the
wembers who have submitted this report. At any rate, being quite
alive to these difficuliies, I should only like to request him not to
retreat. Difficulties, there are mistakes also there will be. Let us not
be afraid of mistakes, but let us bear in mind that past mistakes will
h?lp us not to commit then again in future. Let us hope that tl_xc
difficulties which confronted us in the past wiil be easily overcome in
the future and I hope and trust that criticisms just now made by
the hon. Members will be given due consideration by the Minister
and he will please see that these difficulties are overcome and remov-
ed and that he gets willing co-operation from the vast mass of the
peasantry, because that will ultimately decide whether our State Tra-
ding will succeed of fail. If the peasantry blesses it, then in spite of
all the conspiracy ot the past, and all the money bags with the
monopolists, our State Trading will go ahead. But the peasantry,
show or other believes that it is not a boon to them, it will be
very difficult for the Minister to carry on any further. Therefore,
with these last words, I request the Minister that if he wants to
make the scheme successful, he should win the peasantry first. I
hope and trust that the Minister will rise to occasion and not to retreat.

*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Rampur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to
pongratulate to members of the Study Groups for the report on State Trad-
ing. They have given an exhaustive report after mceting the people in
various ﬁ!:lds. I'his report deserves consideration of this House

Sir, in a Stat? like Assam where we are not definite whether we are in
surplus or we are in deficit. This surplus and deficit has a disproportionate
eﬁ'pct on the wholg food situation. Therefore, the Mehta Committee after

oing into the various questions regarding how to stabilise the prices of
oodgrains had recommended that the State must come into the field of
procurcmcnt.

I like to emphasize here that until and unless there is control of food-
grains, we shall not be in a position to bring about the statibilation of food-
grain prices. Our policy, therefore, should be progressive. Therefore, Sir
State Trading should be one which we should support, at least, those whc’n
love socialism. We want that everybody should be benefited by State
Trading of foodgrains which are essential for human existence. But we
should know what are the purposes for stabilisation of prices,. Mehta Com-
mittee suggested that if we can have the stock of foodgrains for stabilisation
organisation, then they may permanently help our country to stabilise the
price of foodgrains considerably. That suggestion of the Mehta Committee
has not yet been accepted. Some idea of foodgrain stabilisation organisa-
tion was there. If there is a fall of prices in foodgrains, this organisation
will come to help immediately and thereby bring the trend of market to the
mr{:‘lﬁnq' Similarly, if there is rise in prices of foodgrain the stock will
stabilise it.

*Speech not corrected,
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Now, Sir, so far as the stabilisation is concerned, we have to consider—

(1) we want to assure that foodgrains will be available to the people
at reasonable prices ;

(2) there will be a smooth supply ef foodgrains 3

(3) we want to see that the producers will get the remunerative price
80 as to give them the incentive for greater production of our
foodgrains.

- Now, Sir, these are the three important points., There are also other
important points which found place in the study groups report. These are—

(1) What is the affect of the State Trading on the rural credit.
Slightly it has been touched but not properly.
(2) What is the effect of State Trading on rural consumption.

(3) What is the effect of State Trading on rural hoarding.

Unfortunately, all these points the Committee did not enter. It is also
necessary to know the fact of all these things so that we can assess the pro-
Per value of the State Trading. Sir, I do not want to repeat all what the
other members have said, but I feel that it will be a misnomer to call it a
Sta_te Trading. Because, here what I find is that it is onlv a monopoly
which has been given to the Apex Marketing Societie< to procure Paddy «nd
for that purpose we find that the bank made an advance of Rs. 85 lakhs.
The Supply Department made an acvance of Rs.18 lakhs out of which
Rs.10 lakhs have actually advanced as loan. The Khadi and Village Indus-
try B.oarc} made an advance of a sum of Rs.5 lakhs. So far as the State
Lrading is concerned, we know that in the budget there is a head *“State
Trading and also these will go to that head. Money that has been advanced
to the Supply Department f{or giving it to the Apex Marketing Society is
monopohspd in Procuring foodgrains for the State. Now, we find that
Co-operative Marketing Societies have been encouraged to do the trade and
tl‘lereby th_e Co-operative Societies have been given the monopoly and the
(J_O_-Upel'atlvf: Department of the Government has been given the responsi-
b}hty. .SO far as the Supply Department is concerned, they do not come
directly into the picture. Therefore, it will be wrong to say that this is not
State Trading in the porper sense of the term.

The Ashoke Mehta Committee, although went into this question, did
not suggest as to how this can be done The Committee said that there
cannot be de-control as before ;nor can there be obsolute control as envis-
aged by somebody. Now Sir, so far as the rural credit is concerned, the
report also says at page 11 that ““Rural credit is a big problem faced by our
cultivators, Before the introduction of the scheme of State Trading in
foodgrains cultivators used to get loans usually called “Dadan”, “Bihi* and
“Dad” from the merchants, Mahajans and traders. Then jt goes on to say, in
the recommendation, that “every Service Co-operative should have a Rural
Credit Section which will advance money to the cultivators on the recom-
mendations of the Co-operative,’” Thisis very important. Now, our cul-
tivators immediately after the harvest sell their paddy at a low price because
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they want money to repay their debts, to pay Government revenue, to pay
the arrears and to purchase medicine and other necessities. Therefore, that
credit should be made available to them and unless we can cater to the
‘needs 'of 'the people’in’ that direction they will not be fascinated by the State
Trading whereby they are deprived of the credit they used to get from
other sources. The agricultural loan and various other loans which are
prevalent do not come n time and so the -cultivators are not satisfied with
these. Therefore, if we want to make State Trading popular, it is necessary
that.we give proper em:phasis to rural.credit and for that purpose it: will be
necessary;to have a lot of money.” I do not know whether by extending
State Trading to the entire State that amovnt of money can be made avail-
able to the people, and if that money is not made availuble to the people
then the money-lenders will try.to put them into such a . position. that the
people themselves will de'(:ryt'gtaté Trading. : e
.+ Another point which needs emphasis is whether we have, by, this State
Trading, enabled the Co-operative Societies to form capital. - My reading
is that they have not been able to form,capital and.my apprehension is that
if we continue this policy of giving them encouragement to live on oxygen
then ultimately they may not thrive because our experience of . co-operative
societies is that' wWhenever we give them monopoly they survive. But as
soon as the monopoly is taken away they die and they die because tzhere is
no-capital:formation. ‘To-day-it is seen that by giving the commission we
have not been able to make the Service Go-operatives and Primary” Mark-
eting Societies form capital. - . s S : .

oo yr o IRLERF U . :

;i . Sip, 8o far as the rural consumption is concerned, it is also cutting at
the very root ‘of -State Trading because in our Sotiety w= find that the -pro-
ducebs are. themselves the - consumers. . A big percentage: ¢f our: producers -
produce their;3 months®fequirements and for 9 months they are to purchase:
their réquireménts from the big producers at a very high: price. Then, there
are.landless cultivators also-and they :have to be given something for their-
consumption:. Then again there are marginal producers whose production is
not sufficient. ‘Theéy-also - must. get something for -their consumption. If '
they d. not gevpaddy in time after selling their- paddy to the: Service Co-
operatives or to the Primary Marketing Societies then they 'will go-to the
big landowners' and will purchase ' paddy even-at ‘a” high price. I myself
have seen in the ‘South Bank of Gauhati many' people have sold tlieir paddy
to the Service Co-operatives and now. because they did not get 'p.ddy in
time, - they had 1o go to'the big-producers-and procured paddy at a high
price. - So the:rural consumption has to be taken into consideration.” Up tull -
now the Service Co-operatives h ve not been able to ‘meet the increasing
demand for rural comsumption. Sir, the third point is about rural hoar-
ding. As the people are shaky. about théir future 1as to whethér 'they’ will
get paddy in time and at proper price, the hoarding has increased consider-
ably. Therefore, the marketable surplus.is not coming out to the market. .
because people are apprehensive that, to-morrow they may not get paddy .
at a reasonable price. So our attention has to be .focussed. on that also so -
that boarding can be stopped and the marketable surplus may be available.
But for thay it is necessary to give proper stress on' rural consumption so -
that the people inay get the required amount.of paddy.in time. So:far’ as -
these points are conce-ned, I do-not sec that these have been appreciated. by .
the Study Group. They did not Perhaps think. it necessary to give emphasis
on these, points, but these things are very important . if we. want' to. make
Statqtc‘ﬁdingvs‘ucc&ﬁhh et AR N PR LT RV PR Y ST IR adi
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Sir, another pcint which I like to state here is about the fate of Ahu
paddy. The other day a question was raised that the Ahu paddy was not
taken by Government in Mangaldai Subdivision. Sir, on the one hand we
are encouraging people to produce Ahu crop and on the other Government
is not purchasing Ahu paddy as the paddy is not according to the specifica-
tion. Ifthe Ahu paddy is not purchased then the cultivarors will be put to
difficuity and they will suffer a lot. If we want to bring out the marketable
surplus then we must also accept Ahu paddy which we encourage the culti-
vators to produce.

Now, so far as the price is concerned, it is true that the price cannot be
fixed at a very high level because it will have very bad effect and it will
destroy the very purpose of the scheme At the same time we cannot be
oblivious to the fact that in Assam the price of all commodities are very high
and we have not been able to do anything so that the commodities may be
made available to the consumers at a reasonable price. The price of all
things are soaring every day, but we are trying to fix the price of paddy at a
low level. So, Sir, I suggest that so far as fixation of price of paddy is con-
cerned, we should be more liberal and the price should be fixed at a reason-
ably_ high level, and there should be some amount of fluctuation so that the
culltwatorgs may get necessary money required for purchasing other commo-
dities. Slr? in a matter like this we should proceed slowly, I do not want
to make this experiment unpopular later on by extending it to the whole
State when we have not the machinery to cope with it. Sir, from the report
we find so far the Service Co-operatives, the Primary Marketing Societies and
the Apex Marketing Societies are concerned there is one complaint all
throughout and that complaint is want of finance. That is No 1, No.2 is
that we have }*chicleS to transport paddy from one centre to another and
No.3 is that there are no warehouses for storage. And yet another com-
plaint is that sometimes paddy is refused by the traders. Sir, as you know
before State trading the traders used to go the cultivators’ houses and pur-
chase paddy and they are responsible for transporting it; but now that res-
ponsibility of transporting paddy is left to the cultivators. And therefore, this
policy has bec_nme. a burden. Therefore, we find that we have not got all
the resources lmlnCdiately at our command. I would request that let us
take two or three districts and try to make this scheme successful and win
the hearts of the people so that the pecple themselves would ask for State
Trading. Let them say, ‘we must have State Trading because it has given
so much bencfit to the producers’. As the producers are getting real benefit

“out ot it, we the consumers should also get the benefit’. We also suggested

that so far as the Service Co-operative are concerned, let nobody get the
mOﬂQPOIV becifu-‘_c this this monopoly system always leads to corruption. In
certain places it is said that in the Gaonlia Banks for Prima y Marketing
S.OCIEFY _thc individual members include traders and in the Service Co opera-
tives it is these fake members that are creating mischief. So long they are
getting this monopoly- they stick on but once the monopoly is withdrawn
they m‘?“f away. Therefore, Sir, from now on they should be allowed to face
competition to a certain extent so that they may stand on their own legs,
so that their legs may not be frail ones but their legs may bes siroag to be
able to stand even when monopoly is removed. .

Lastly Sir, about these bags which has been strongly observed that it is
a scandal. It is necessary to observe that the price of bagsis also to a cer-
tain extent responsible for the rise in the price of rice and paddy. I would
request that this matter, which I have already said has been described as 3
scandal. ....c0p




358: - MOTIONS [26TH Oct:,

*Mh MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY'(Misister, Supply):: On a
peint of clarification Sir, does-thie hon. Memiber refer-to’any oft the Govern-
ment! Departments ?  Ifiso thatis' a. mistalle: because: neither: the Supply
Department nor any- Government Departnient has anything to: do- in: this.

regard:

*Shiri- HARESWAR: GOSWAMI (Rampur)i: No; no' I do'not mean:
that. I'am only:referring to'the report in' which: it isisaidithat: it is a.scandal..
1 am glad that my Friend Mr. Haque Choudhury has said that State trading’
is not Government concern. ~Aithough it is called State trading it is run by
co:operatives.

Now Sir, so far as this matter is- concerned-it: requires a probe whether
offieial or semi-offivial so that clie ptople may’ Be convinced! that after all
thiere is'no-room:for corruption, that Governnicnt willk come down with @
strong hand:at any attempt at corrupt.on’ and:let: us-tey: to'move this move-
mient a success. As a-matter of fact even in many foreign - couneries like
Ganada and other thiis type of Government participation in food:grain:trading
isthere. Therefors; it is not'something: new. Also in:surplus countries this:
kind-oft thing happens andt is nécessary that in'a-matter like this. it is very:
essential that the acceptazce of the' people is assured and we should! not allow
the traders tofleees others:.

- Shri RAMNATIY SARMA (Lumding): wre Twzim ai
Study group to-assess the operation. of State Tradingas food’
grain- T9C% . report B e discuss: F41 620%,. OO @ISRIEY TR
TR participage Rty tetds. vt Study Group ¥ report JATH
THAGT FfO O v ofgdre M B | oGt
re_c'om_'mendat_mn' (IR appreciate =iy ast @l - T GG AWTIR
W AT T e IS ¥ wpiwte oert wfig | G1R FICd G
GEE A G AER IR Gt w0 o). e BEd T 816G |
w4 fag 7. 9IS report 4w Aaits fofitett Groups Group: report:
@G It IR T o ww wen wwew wamTe @fy wRe
3 @rot W IRT T giah wmtm wkwi S @ity o
fEd greT | T8 49ta sifim e a, Group. Report .

pmof'@m 2 eitg WF  om 3y wifvcd. fis A8 AT AFEG:
e ASIR MR A0 39 3fE IR R sl T 2GR AT SR
«g Report &1 72 ob1 MMy 9oz atfzes report G fmife  cory -

I ¥ w9s 7€ Study Committee 3 2 (IAS IFAF GRIy
7 (27 ' - - N . ’

ot {459, WHTNw o P. N. Chowdhurytd (2 &, Sty
opa IR (208 rural eredit on- State trading @2 gomt Bl ey
ofesfe T937 9 o g @ w8 aEed Stater tradin
TR T TN MG ARG T g AT QR M| (Srder
f¥shr point BV ¢xtg rural Hoarding ai¥ gSIh 28 consumer
growers I I | «% ¥B peint AifF page 5-© discuss  Ffaem
@, wwise  State Trading d3ez 7wS 46ifie e M8 i
¥far otiEr. T report © wify o vy vy Wi Wi R[S
ez, sl 4= «rgcgl gafe o @fer xR0 g |
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uEE et stedimE 7, o s0 e @, =it «f
AT aF T 12 Wiy w7 sfww 9 discuss FfEm page(2)A
9 improvement I 4,7, 4t witw 43R ferm |

Mr. Bhattacharyya 2 fi e 591 tveg wify o1z f=ie =0
T report © 9it=AG1 {4 recommendation ffgl | consumer I 34t
<t page 6T ¢=tml @, service co-operatives are to run consu-
mers’ groods stores FHF 7FCA WS TAIT TG @[T AM G1F AFCEH
i rural creditas w41 tFvm | 989 service co-operative
s 9fim fim @ AR 1 dferw Wi ewm @2 fEte
@bl rural credit section 4ifEF #fTat |

T SledhE ffSate a0 e G weme 9t afbERE reporis
T |

24 difzas =iy report g State tradings ffuca s1=wcal
TN Gt wte egare s s T M e AR
Alal | CIBR report (B 52 fi 717 WA 0E appreciation g
G2 AFALA T% G WiF F[lEAcz TOESl G |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister, Supply): Mz,
Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the very out set I must thank very much the
hon. Speaker of this August House who had appointed this Committee to
go into the working of the State Trading in Assam. I also must record my
deep appreciation to the hon, Members of the Committee for the very
difficult job they had done in this connection. I also thank them very
much for the valuable report they had presented to this Houre. I must

say that this report will benefit everybody in this House as well as outside
in understanding the problem.

Sir, when the scheme of State Trading was first lunched, that was a
tirpe when T used to fee] myself often lonely and T was hasitating whether
this scheme would be successful or not hearing the criticism all around.
Even now that fee]ing occasionally come in my mind., At that time I
had very few Friends with me in support of my venture; as such
when this Committee was appointed by this August House I was rather
alarmed. But I frankly confess that I have found that the hon,
Member; examined the matter quite sympatheting, After reading the
report I have found that gradually appreciations are coming for our
achicyements, although it may be practical. Considerable difficulties were
experienced at the time of piloting this scheme of State Trading. Sir, the
report itself in any way has not questioned either the policy of the
Government or the organisation that has been set up by the Government,
Sir the success we had achieved in the district of Nowgong, were on
experimental meature State Trading was introduce me to the conclusion,
and I said so in this very House from this place that we used succeed in
this venture in other places too. I must repeat again that there are still
many difficulties on the way to make the scheme successtul. I donot claim
either on behalf of myself or on behalf of the Government that we had
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-been absolutely successful. Sir, the other day I said that this scheme was
a very important expriment which by no means an easy job. Sir, Assam
was the first State in India which had started State Trading. This by itself
& Very great achievement for our state which is considered as a backward
border State with many responsibilities. Even than Sir, we summed up
courage to take up State Trading in India and this is done for the first
time in this country also, Even now almost all the State in India have
not been aple tq do even half of what we have done in accordance with

the Resolution of the National Development Council.
. Sir, Assam is certainly the first State in India which has fixed the
minimuwm

Price for Paddy be paid to its agriculturists.. It may _bc _consi-
dered by some that the price fixed for the agriculturists is quite inade-
quate and that we have not been able to ensure that price to the people
at their door step. Even then, it is certainly a great advanceme?t in
night direction for which Assam should legitimately be proud of it.
What we have done has been criticized and it has been said 1511at the scheme
which we had lunched is not a scheme of State Trading. lo some extent

agree with them ; but at the same time I must tell the House that what
we have done by itself is something very extraordinary. And in doing so,
Sir, we have to adjust ourselves against many diﬁicu}ncs. In th.ls great
eXperiment we need mental adjustment, but Sir, this mental adjustment
Was not very easy. This adjustment should come in the mm_ds of the
agriculturists ; this adjustment was lacking in the minds of the traders and
this adjustment was mnot coming easily in the minds of the Government
Officers also, You may remember there was a complaint t_hz_;t the 9fﬁce1-s
in the lower rank of the Supply Department were not giving their best
Co-operation (o this Scheme.

Sir, we know that the private Traders for generations were in private
Trade and they will doing this job as a means of Iivc]xhqod and Naturally
they would be against this scheme. Initially, the private traders felt
disturbed and suspected the Scheme. Sir, 1 donot blame them becayse
this is their means of livelihood. On the whole many of the traders coylg
not adjust themselves till the last moment. There are ma ny richer elementg
amongst the villagers, They have not been able to adjust themselves. This
richer elements amongst the rural population can stock their whole paddy
when the price is low and they release the paddy at the time of scarcity. Thus
they had been able to get on some accounts Rs.15 per mound for
paddy. Sir, many hon. Members have said that some multiture used to get
Rs .15, but now they donot get it, how can they get this amount now ?
My answer is that these people have not been able to adjust mentally, Wae
know that there may be only one percent agriculturist who are rich, The
others are poor. They cannot keep their paddy in stock, In some caseg
even for 6 days. just after the harvest, _thqse Poor people sell their paddy
at a very low price for fu!filment of their immediate commitments- Now,
if we think of their case, can we say that this price is not reasonahle,
Even Sir, this requires a mental adjustment, tir, this scheme of State
Trading made considerahle progress in the district of Nowgong' in the
second year because the Millers of the Nowgong district could ultimately
adjust themselyes mentally to a great extent and they were co-operating in
the venture by and large. : '

their
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Sir, when the scheme of Sta‘te Trad‘ing was ﬁrgt introduced in the
district of Nowgong, many hon. Friends c_nb_]ected to th_ls scheme. Because a
section of the peasants and traders did not like it ; because this will
disturbe the social life ; so forth and so on. 5o a sense of dissatisfaction
arose in the mind of the people. This was natural Sir. Because we had
encroached upon the domain of the_ private pcople’s_ Private rights,
Naturally they did not like it. After this many of the rich® agricultyrists
could not keep their stock ef paddy for the time of scarcity to get the
maximum price. Hence they were also dissatisfied. But later the people
have been able to adjust themselves considerably to this new order,

Sir, after Nowgong, when we took up the other areas possibly we made
a mistake. Some feel that we should not have taken such g big area
simultaneously. We had extended this scheme in too many areas, We had
introduced this scheme 1in the district of Kamrup where there w
powerful merchantile community backed by Chambers of Com merce,
Sir Gauhati is almost the second capital of Assam ; Gauhati is the nerve
centre of the entire business of the state. We took up that area, We took
up Kamrup as a whole. We took up Goalpara. We took up Darrang and
we took up North Lakhimpur Subdivision and the Cachar district. I donot
deny, that ihere were some amount of dissatg’sfaction in these newly taken
up areas. I donotdenyit, and I am sure in the 2nd year of the State
Trading in those places we will have much better performance than we
had done in the first year. Sir, naturally the turn for Sibsagar distrlct,

as a very

3

Kokrajhar subdivision, Dhubri subdivision, Dibrugarh subdivision is coming
next year. These places will be taken up if we agree to extend the
State Trading to the entire State of Assam. Natural!y in the first year
Sir, our performance may not be very go-od' in those areas. But being
profitted by all our omissions and commissions, all our mistakes I am
sure we will be much more experienced than before, and we will try to
avoid the mistakes which we had committed in the past.

Sir, there is no question of Government going back on State Trading
I know there are conspiracies ; there are oppositions ; there are misunder.
standing with respect to State Trading. But I do not consider all these to
be malafide. Many of my Friends whether in this House or outside, when
they question or when they use strong language akout State Trading, I
never take it as malafide ;—be it in the A. P. C. C. or in the Tripartite
Conference or even by Shri Patil, the Minister for Food and Agriculture,
Government of India. I think i1, everybody has bis own view. Possibly
many of them think that the other way is the bf.:tter path. But I for one
believe that the good of the agriculturists, lie in having proper State
Trading. Itis my own belief. While replying to the hon. Member Shri
Patwary the other day I said that Mr. Patwary was entitle to his own
opinion, but I should for State Trading, and I believe that it was
necessary for the benefit of the people. Therefore, I want to extend i,
Inspite of my strong views was not unmmdtuliof its difficulties. We must
be able to remove them. I am very much obliged to the Members of the
Committee that they had taken note of these dlfﬁgultles, and they had
been able to appreciate the difficulties of State Trading,
Sir, in the next year we will have to mporove the system, [
entirely agree with Shri Bhattacharyya lha:t last year it was a Govern-
ment of controlled State Trading, or Trading through the co-operatives,
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Certainly Sir, we did it. Naturally once having starced it with the idae

to bring the entire population to its ambit we had to take the help of Co-

operatives as the co-operative are open to the entire population of Assam.
All the people can join the Co-operatives and can be benefitted. If any
profit is made by State trading then the entire community or the members
of the co-operatives can shareit. I can tell the Hon’ble members that if
managed will it will be possible to earn a profit of 30 to 40 lahks of profit
in this paddy business by the State alone through administative and other
charges. Iam not very much miadful of that profit by the State ; I was
and am prepared to suffer loss. I will not be unhappy, Sir, if in taking up
State Trading my Government suffer loss, After all there is inexperience
behind us. Myself and so also my officers arc inexperienced. Similarly the
people engag_ed through Co-operatives are also inexperienced. None of us
did any busincss in the past. It is for the benefit of the people only we

have taken to thit without any experience. Our thinking has become very
much revolutionised ; S0, inspite of pravant no experience we took to it ;

we.must at any rate, be prepared to pay for cur inexeperience may result in
loss ; it may result in bitterness or may be inconveniences. Sir, I am sure
Co-operatives have caused inconvenience to people and bitterness to many
minds in this new vanture but this is the result of inexperience. I am very
happy Sir, that many people are now gradually understanding our difficul-

tics. Very many PeoPle when criticise us from a distance a give us advise

very liberaliy and profusely I must say, they do so without understanding

what are our difficulties. T hope Sir, they will be profitted by the Ppresent

Report. So far as the mental adjustment of those people are concerned I

believe this Report will help them very much.

The next difficulty is that of organisation. I said the other day that
Government alone cannot remove that difficulty.  Rightly some of the
Hon‘ble Members have pointed out that an expstiment is being done
through Co-operatives. No doubt to at registert Co-operative Socities and
leok after audit, inspection, and the like. But we must keep in mind that
they are Voluntary organisations. As such the real difficult job is to draw
sufficient number of right type of people in the co-operatives. That is the
greatest difficulty, and that difficulty cannot be solved by Government alone.
Co-operative, T said, 13 2 movement of the people, by the people and for
the people. So Sir, the initiative must come from the people, by the people
and by their representatives. I would the refore, through you Sir, appeal to
the Hon’ble members of this House and also to the people at large that
they should come furward to take up this responsibility. A Government
officer, Sir, if we fix a target for him, thatis he must organise 2 hundred
service co-operatives, he will come forward and organise some co-operatives
which may be representative in character or they may not be representative
in character. They may have in them suficient number of right type of
People or not. The Government officer would try to fulfil his own target
Decouse he has a fixed target. But cr:rtain_lv it is our duty to see, as People
angased in extension work, people intending to set up socialistic pattern of
society that these organisations set up are really strong and responsive
to the need of the people. This job Sir, I must confess, I must make it
absolutely clear, is the most important job for any people any where in
the world. This connot be acheived by any Government without the co-
operaton of the people- I want that co-operation, T beseige for that
co-operation. I pray for that co-operation to the hon, Members of the
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Hovse, so also to the public at large. This is the most difficult job.
Mental adjustment may be possibie, but that will not create additronal
human metal. Human metal can only be created provided circumstances
for it are created and for this job which isvery important, I pray for the
co-operation of the House.

Next problem is that of finance. I am quite alert about it., We have
a Baok viz., the Apex Bank, which did a magnificent joh, I must say in this
matter Sir, being a co-operative Bank in Assam it came to the rescue of the
Co-operative organisition in the matter of State trading and give accommo-
dation to the tune of 85 lakhs of rupees to the Assam Apex co-operative
Marke!ing Socizty. Thisis something extraordinary. This also speaks. of
the genius of ths people of Assam. If they wantto do a job, if they are
serious about it, they can do it ; and Apex Rank is an exmple. This Bank
is made and entircly developed by us; it is nothing outside , it has been
made by the people h?rc-, and it is an organisation which is our own achie-
vement. This organisation came to our rescue to its utmost., But even
then Sir, in spite of claiming the credit, the Apex Bank has its limitations,
and those limitations stood on our way. Therefore, I frankly confess before
the House that there have bzen occasions when Apex Bank failed to supply
the entire necessity, the entire requirements so far as finance was conserned
and the Government is looking into this problem. %

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)|: b, <ifi wimi 77 ©eq 7 fir |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURI (Minister, Supply): Sir,
if you give me 5 to 10 minutes then I will reply toall the points.

Sir, coming to the point, we will have 10 find out some other means to
supplement some money as the Apex Bank alone will not be able to meet the
entire problem.

Theretore, Government will have to possibly invest more money in the
State trading. Only a sum of Rs.15 to 20 lakhs was put by the Govern-
ment hitherto in this entire venture. Now a- time has come, Sir, that
Government should be prepared to invest more money and this aspéct of
the matter is under consideration of the Government. The next difficulty
that has been pointed out, Sir, is that of storage. This is also a real diffi-
culty and we are, therefore, formulating a scheme to tackle the problem.
We are thinkiug of providing every Village Panchayat with a godown-cum-
office on a phase basis. Our scheme is this:  We wi] give 6 to 8 bundles
of C.I.Sheetsto every Gaon Panchayat provided in their turn they agree
to to give voluntary labour to constract the godown-cum-office, [t is on
self-help basis. Government will bear part of the expenses by giving free
C. I. Sheets if the villagers agree to construct the godowns. The same will
be uscd both for the Service Co-operatives and the Gaon Panchayats.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur); Will they also get free
timber from the Forest Department ?

Shri I-fAR‘ESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): That I do not
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Supply): I
this can be done a part of the problem will be solved. But I cannot promise
that we can construct so many godowns within a year and at a time. The
difficulty of getting so much of C. I. Sheets at a time and the difficulty
of man power are also there. It may, thercfore, take a little time. We will
have to do these things by phases.

My friend Shri Goswami has raised a very difficult question that is
about the refercussion of State trading on rural credit. This is going to be
a serious problem like the problem which my friend Shri Ram Nath Sarma
said about the consumer goods. These problems are coming and we will have
to solve them gradually. ‘T'hese are the challenges to the State Trading.
We should have confidence that we will be able to solve these problems. In
fact, we are giving our whole-hearted attention to these.

The next point that has been referred to by my friend Shri Gaurl-
shankar Bhattacharyya is about the gunny bag describing ir as a scandal.
Sir, the Apex Marketting Socicty was free to make their own purchases and
actually, they made their purchases without referring the matter to the
Government., There were certain amount of confusion with regard _to
their purchase of bags. Some people felt that they did it without going
through the procedure and, thercfore, paid extra. Some people thought
that there were lot of anomalies may be, corruption in it.  What happend
was this. They could not or did not obtain their requirement at the time
when it is said, the prices of bags were considerably low. The Government
of Assam also fix=d their payment for bags calculating on the basis of the
market price then prevail ing. Later on the price went up and in spite of thf:u'
besc efforts they could not procure the bags required in time at a price
considered resonable. This had created a lot of confusion and criticism
for them. So far we are concerned i.c., the Government is concerned no doubt
the Registrar of Co-operative Societies has got certain powers over every Co-
opcrative arganisation. As soon as I heard of this in this House, I passed an
order asking the Registrar of Co-operative Societies to institute an enquiry
into the matter. About 3 or 4 days back 1 had received his report. I
had read tbat report very harriedly and while doing so I had the impres-
sion that nothing was much wrong in that matter. At least the change of cor-
ruption had not been proved. 1 assure the House thac I will go through this
report and if there is any room for doubt in this matter, action will cer-
tainly be taken.

Sir, before I resume my seat I will have to speak about Ahu paddy
It is true, Sir, that it was the policy of the Government of the Supply
Department not to purchase Ahu paddy because Ahu paddy had no staying
power ; that is, it cannot be stored for a long time. Naturally the policy
of the Supply Depaitment was not to purchase Ahu paddy. _ We whre also
following the same policy when we embarked in State Trading. We thou-
ght that the Marketing Societies would purchase Ahu paddy ; Governn}ent
would not purchase the same but their stock world be given to the various
mills direct. Thus there would not be any problem of storing. They would
tell the Supply Department of their stock and thfﬁ Supply Dep?rtrr_lent would
make allotments to the various mills and the mills would lift direct from
them. This was going on well for some time past but after the new paddy
came, it was found that the mills were not lifting the same and a problem
was created. The complaint of the mills was that they did not have a
market to sell Ahu rice. First ol all they asked if I could lift the inter-
district ban. In the beginning we were sceptical about the requeést-we
have, Sir, good reasons in the past to look upon the business community
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‘with some misgivings in such matters. We took a little time .inconsidering
their proposal and than relaxed the inter-district bans on the movement of
paddy. Even this was done there was not much of a good market for
Abu ‘paddy. There was a sort of slump. My friend Shri Muhananda
Bora was, complaining that the Supply Department should not insist on
carrying all the rice and paddy exported from North Lakhimpur Sub-divi-
sion: by steamer. The reaon for this order was this ; if one allowed to
move anything through non-recognised routes or by private vehicles there
would be more chances of smuggling. If moment was done through
r-cogniscd made of transp irt or by public carrier in which category steamer

_and railways fall, then there wou'd be record of tne mo.ement of foodgrains

and tuus there would be less chance of smuggling. As soon as Shri Haripada
Dutta representing one of the Co-operative Markeing Societies of North
Lakhir pur pointed out their difficulty to me nearly two weeks back. So
far as North Lakhimpur Sub-division was c ncerned, we lifted 'the ban of
moving paddy by boat. But even tlen there is still a slump in the Ahu paddy
market.,  As a result of all these difficulties, the Government has decided to
purcha:c Ahu paddy. We will no longer leave the Co-operativés at the
‘niercy of the millers. What we have deeided is this they will procure paddy
as befire and Gowernment will take over that much of the stock which they |
will not bLe able to dispose of Government is trying to export the same
outside tic State For that reason we are in correspondence with the Govern-
auent of West Bengal, so also the Govt. of India. I shall be going to Cal-
cutia tomoirow on my way to Raipur, I propose to take up their question
with the West Bengal Government.  If they agree we will supply this rice
to the North Bengal tea garden areas. We aré of course taking a risk ; there
may be lo s if we can’t sell it as it has no storing capacity for long Sir,
as I have said if there ke loss, I shall not be ashamed to come and tell beforé
the House that we have suffercd loss on account of Sta'c Trading in Ahu
paddy and I hope at that time the House will be liberal considerinz that
we arc doing so today for the best intercst of the cultivators.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Thursday, the 27¢h
October, 1960.

R. N BARUA;

$ecretary, Legislative Assembly; Assaim.




