


Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican

Constitution of India '

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at10 AM. on
Tuesday, the 9th March, 1965.. '

PRESENT

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, B.L., Speaker, in the
Chair, seven Ministers, three Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers
and fifty-five Members.

e e e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Re: Extension of Invitation to the U. S. S. R. Premier to visit
Assam

S$hri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:

#43, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state whether an invitation
will be extended to the U. S.S. R. Premier to visit Assam when he would
be visiting India next ?

$hri BIMALA PRASAD CHALTHA (Chief Minister) replied:

43.~The question will be considered when the programme of the
U. S. S. R. Premier’s visit to India is known.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, may I know from the hon.
Chief Minister whether any other dignitaries of foreign countries like
America and United Arab Republic will also be invited to wvisit Assam 1n
future ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : It will be considered.

Re: Interim Audit Report of the Gauhati Municipal Board

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:
#44. Will the Minister-in.charge of Municjpal Administration be

pleased to state— :
(a) Whether Government has received any Interim Audit Report
of the Gauhati Municipal Board from the Examiner oip" the

Local Accounts within December 1964<January, 1965 :

(b) 1If so, whatare the main features of the report ?
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minist i :
Shri CHATRASING TERON (Ministes er, Finaace) on behalf of
replicd (Minister, Municipal Adminigtration)
44, (a) & (b)—No Interim Audit Report has bee :

Examiner of Local Accounts between December )196§“nani‘l:u?: e s
The Examiner of Local Accounts merely gave a report ffia!?'uary..l-gﬁa:
complaints against the Gauhati Municipal Board. The complai “:g' u.;rzé:uc;
non-co-operation with the Audit staff, failure to reply to[ ;uz.’ AOGLRS

repeating the same type of irregularities year aflter year, etc. It querices,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir may I kno
. . ' f‘ :
Minister whether a report has been made byythc Xu:i?t?r lt];::ath(t)lrzé
conveyance allowance of the Chairman has been enjoyed by the Vice-

Chairman without the prior approval of the Government ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, itis not possible for me

to answer all the points. Certain complaints were made by the Auditor
and these have been referred to the Municipal Board and the reply from the
Board is awaited. I may also inform the hon. Members that these
complaints were received after the Board was suspended, The matter has
been taken to the High Court and it is sub-judice. So no further

information can be given now.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat):
lit the accounts by the Governmen

of Local Accounts was asked to auc
he audited the accounts at the instance of the Municipal Board ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, he audited the accounts
of the Mnnicipal Board as a part of his regular work.

Re: Advantages of Development Programme under Article
Plains Tribal people

Whether the Examiner
t or

275 for

Shri DEVENDRA: NATH SARMA (Gauhati)'askcd:
.charge of Tribal Areas be please

ains Tribal people who reside
1 Constituency do not receive
the equal advantage of various welfare and development
schemes covering education, health, industries, €tC. like
those who reside within the area of 2 Reserved Constituency
for Scheduled Tribes under Article 275 Programme ? .
(b) If so, how Government propose to impart equal f’acllltlfg
to all Plains Tribal people irrespective of their residenc€ ’

d to state—

#45. Will the Minister-in

() Whether it is a fact that Pl
~ within the. area of a Genera

it a3 0] Areas
shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Ilgrﬁént;g;;m'{}"'z&inister,

Department) on behall of Shri CHATRAS

Tribal Areas Department) replied:
i j st where in the State arc
i Tnba}:qg‘:ljlzle ilr:'clir::% a?ﬁticle 975 Development

45. (a)—No.
receiving all the advantages

Programmes. ;
(b)—Dags not arise.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : May Iknow from the hon
Minister what advantages have been granted to the tribal people living
in the plains, that is, General Constituency ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY: Irrespective of constituency, the

Plains Tribal people are receiving all the advantages equally under
Article 275,

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) : Whether the Mikir
people living in the plains areas are also given all advantages?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY : So far as economic benefit is
concerned, the Mikir people living in the plains area get it equally; but so
far as political benefit is concerned, they cannot enjoy it. Except this, all
other benefits are enjoyed by them.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : So, may I suppose that all the

advantages would be given to the Plains Tribal living in the General
Constituency ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY : Yes.

Re : Substantial Share of Motor Vehicle Tax for Municipal Boards

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked :
*46. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether a substantial share of the Motor Vehicle Tax is paid
to the Municipal Boards ?

(b) Ifso, the basis of distribution ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Health) on behalf of
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport) replied :

46. (a)—-A share of the Motor Vehicle Tax is being ‘paid to Municipal
Authorities annually '

.

(b)—The basis of distribution js—

(1) Motorable road mileage maintaised by the local authori-
ties.

(2) Area falling within the jurisdiction of the Municipal
Bodies, ;

(3) Population. _
(4) Ouantum of Motor Vehicle traffic.

(5) Any special reason or difficulty arising out of economic
development or natural calamities, ¢.g., flood, earth-
quake, ctc, ‘
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Shri -
tributio;l tl'}:fnvgngR{l NATH SARMA.: Sir, if these are the bases of dis-
> auhati Municipal Board should have got the highest amount

out of the Mator Vehicle Tax.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER i i i
; : . EE » ' -
tion the Gauhati Municipal Board gets ]ihc h:ighS;;t, :iﬁgir;i{ng {omy- inteems

Shyi BISWADEB SARMA (Balipara): Sir, may I know whether R
J in view of the

I'ezpur ‘Municipal . .

pal Board will recelis Y s L2 P
.hcavy Army vehicles plying in Tezpfr? ecial consideration ?
SN ShE BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : That estion will be con- -

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, if the distribution of Motor
Vehicle Tax is made on the basis of motorable road mileage maintained
by the local authorities, area falling within the ]urisdictiou of -the, Municipal
Bodies, population and quantum of Motor traffic, etc., ther Gauhati Munici-

will the Government

pal Board should have received the highest amount.

take these into consideration at the time of future distribution *
estion will be

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sit; this sugs 2
borne in mind at the time of next distribution. I am not in @ position to

assure.
difficulties of

Re : Constitution of Ingquiry Committee to yemove the
Municipal Boards

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked *
#47., Will the Minister-in-charge of Municipal dminis%a;f};’- be
constitute & o ittee
. lBoards ; 7

state whether Government propose to 2
Municip2

pleased to
o the disadvantages and difficulties of

to inquire int
op behalf of

.o inance .
(Minister Fina dmi,,istratxon)

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED
Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, adunicipal A
replied : ' y
-m 1 -
ntag®® ’ff,l:-m?é t1§09,

lties, no other disadVa cen
2 i as ?\m Committees,

47.—Besides ﬁn.ancial difficu
A Gornrmtteed_ o

have come to the notice of Government
go into the question of finance of Municipal Boards a8
No other Committee is proposed to be constituted- ~
I know from the hon,

Shyi DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, may ~;
Minister the names of the members of this Committec e
-4 the unici
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Secretar?' ;efcrctarY: Finanlgzl.
Administration i3 Chairman; Secretarys Revenues . Niunicipal Board
Chairman, Municipal Board, Nazira; Chairman, Sibsa icipal Board an ci
Sha “Mohitosh Purkayasthas Chairman, Silchar Mun
Seccretary, Planning Board arc the members.

e T . (R e
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : What ape the terms of reference
of the Committee ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The terms and references are to
consider the question of raising financial resources of the Boards and to
suggest to the Government what furthar assistance can be given by Govern-
ment to improve the resources of the Boards.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, may I know whether any
reference has been made to draw up the schemes of the Fourth Five-Year
Plan by this Committee ?

Shyi FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Yes,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA(Jorhat): Sir, may I know when

this Committee was constituted ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, the Committee was
formed as a result of the recommendations made in the Conference of
Chairmen in August 1964, I think first sitting of the Committee was
supposed to have taken place yesterday. I have no information whether
it was held as scheduled.

Sari AJIT NARAYAN DEB (Kokrajhar): Will this Committee
consider the position of the Town Committees also ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Yes.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, may I
know whether the one-man Commission still functions ?

Shri. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, this is entirely a diffe-
rent question.

_ Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: . Sir, may Iknow from the hon.
Minister whether these Members are elected or nominated ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :- The Members are neminated.
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : These

Members were suggested in the Conference of the Chairmen.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding):. Sir, _Gauhati is
the major city in Assam; whether its development will be considered by the
Committee ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : As I said -bgfore, this Com-
mittee was formed by the Conference of the Chairmen which was cenvened
in August, 1964.



(]
(o)}
[\

QUESTIONS [9th Mar.,

Re: Price of Jute

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked :

*48. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture he pleased to state—

(a) The price of jute per maund as fixed by the Government
for 1965 ?

(b) On what basis this is fixed ?
(c) Considering the rise of price of other goods, whether Govern-

ment will fix the price of jute at Rs. 40 per maund for
the whole year ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)

replied :

48,

(a)—Price of jute is not fixed by Government,
(b)—Question does not arise.
(c)—Question does not arise.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, who is fixing

the price

?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the State Trading

Corporation of India enters into the market and makes purchases when
there is any slump.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, at the time of fixing the
price w-hegher the State Government has been consulted by the Government

Shri MOINUL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Our views were forwarded
to the Government of India.

Shri MOHI KANTA pag

23.

: Primary Health Unii; of Ba

. lipara and Gabru Anchalil
anchayat in Tezpur Subdivision

(Barchalla) asked :
Will the Mipister of Health be Pleased to stafe—

(2) What steps hz}vq' been takepn for the establishment of Primary
nit in

i the Baliparg lik Panchayat

(b) How iz Subdivision 7 ' Cabru Anchali y
oW long would the (; ‘ ¢
these Unitg » ¢ Lovernment take for the establishment o

L.'.i!-.‘
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Ministexr, Health) replied :

23. (a)—For the Primary Health Unit within the Balipara Anchalik
Panchayat the site has been selected and the P. W. D. has been requested
to frame plans and estimates for the buildings. For the Primary Health
Unit in the Gabru Anchalik Panchayat area, the site has not yet been
finally selected.

(b)=—As soon as the buildings are ready.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Will the Minister be Pleased to state
how long will it take for the plans and estimates to be finalised in case of
the Primary Health Unit in the Balipara Anchalik Panchayat ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: We have requested the Public
Works Department to send them quickly and a reminder has also been sent,
As soon as we receive plans and estimates the administrative approval will
be given.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) :  When was the Public
Works Department requested ? :

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The first reference was made
about two years ago.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When was the last reminder
sent ?

Shri BAIDVANATH MOOKERJEE: Some time ago. I cannot
give the exact date in reply to a suppPlementary on an- unstarred question.

Myr. SPEAKER: Is there any bar to give dates in reply to supple-
mentaries on an unstarred question ?

Shyi BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, there is no bar, but

it is not possible.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : May I know whether there
is any doctor within the Balipara Anchalik Panchayat ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I want notice.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: The Minister has said that so far as the
Gabru Aunchalik Panchayat i concerned, the site has not yet been finally
sclected. Is it not afact that Bihaguri dispensary was sclected as the site
for the Primary FHealth Unit and the public had relinquished their land

about a year ago ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Verbally the land was given
about a year ago, but the Civil Surgeon has not got written consent, that

is by transfer deed.
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Re: Silchay Medical College buildings

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) asked:
24. Will the Minister of Health be pleased to state—

(2) What is the progress of constructicn in regard to Silchar
Medical College buildings ?
(b) When the necessary buildings would be completed ?

(c) At what stage the matter stands at present ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health) rcplied:
_24. (a), (b) and (c)—The phasing of construction of the diflerent
buildings of the Silchar Medical College was stated before this august
House by me in last Session of the Assembly. Thesame position still holds
good. Tenders have been received for the construction of two hostel
buildings. The matter of selecting one is under consideration of the
Government.
Shri TARAPADA: BHATTACHAR]JEE (Katigora): May I know
when were the tenders received ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Instead of giving the date, I
can tell the hon. Member that contract has already been given.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: May I know whether the
eonstruction will be started within the 3rd Five Year Plan period ?

i gl’." BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It is expected that some 8teps
will be taken by the contractors within the current month. .

Shrl TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: What are those steps ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : w
i : That the contractors kno
b:it. They will be actually in the site. Wiether they will put pegs ©oF
Pprepare the ground, or collect bricks etc., that I don’t know.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DA .
S (Sarbh : Is it tter for the
¢ontractor alone and has not the dePartm( e:t ar:;’gt%ling :oldoa? S

o

Shri AKSHOY KUMA ' :
do with the progress of WOI‘E?DA_S' Has not the DCpartmcnt anything to

Shri BAIDYANATH MOO

already said ; otherwise why we ERJEE: Most definitely a3 U have

are in the picture ?

Shri RAMDEB MALAH [Patharkand;
M 1 for Scheduled
tes)]: In his reply the Minister has statezl (ﬁie‘f:i‘g m‘:tnttc':rco?sck(:t'

mtg-bng is under consideration of the Government®’. What about the
other ? - - T
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Alas! This refers to tenders
and not the buildings. When this reply was framed there were more han
onc tender.  But I have given the latest information and tenders have not
only been accepted but contract has been given.

. Mr. SPEAKER : The Minister has said that contract has already been
given and work is expected to start in course of this month.

$hri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: What is the estimated
amount for this work ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I want notice, Sir.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: How long before were the tenders
received ? : -

My, SPEAKER: The work has already been allotted and it is
expected to start in course of this month.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): May I know why
construction oi’ the hostel buildings was taken up first ? e

My. SPEAKER : For the residence of students.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: But the eollege is the- first
thing. ‘ PR

‘Mr. SPEAKER : The college can be housed in some other building.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Apart from - the
construction of the hostel buildings, what other steps have been taken to
start the college ? How is the col'ege going to be housed ? = UM

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: So far asthe First Year is _con-
cerned, we will not have more than 100 students and the rest of the

accommodation in hostel buildings will be utilised for other necessary
Purposes. . '

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: What is the last date by
which the buildings should be completed ? :

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Thehon. Member s rcqucstcd:.
to consult the necessary Gazettc notification ; time is 14¢h months as {far as j
remember.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: This is not the answer. I
want the date.

Mr. SPEAKER : The dateis the same which was published in the
Assam Gazelte.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE : But why should ke not give .
the date ?
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Mr. SPEAKER : T cannot compel a Minister to reply to a yertain

question,

; I-'1S!n'i DULAL CHAN_DRA BARUA : Sir, sometimes after acceptance
of the tender some agreement is ‘arrived at between the Government and
the parties stating specifically the date by which the work should be

completed.,

-sz:r' SPEAKER : That date is the same as published in the Assam

Re: Gauhati Medical College buildings
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) asked :
25. Will the Minister of Health be pleased to state—

(a) What is the progress in the construction of the buildings of the
Gauhati Medical College ?

(b) When the buildingsare expected to be completed ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Healih) replied:

.25, (a)—Two hostel buildings at the new site have been completed
and will be ready for occupation next month. The work of construction of
two other hostel buildings has started. Tenders have been invited for con-

struction of the administrative building.

(b)—Buildings sufficient to shift the Pre-clinical classes to the new
site are expected’to be completed by 1967 and the remaining buildings to
eriable the ettire College to be ‘shifted are expected to be completed by
July, 1968. ‘ ' DE

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: The Minister has said that “the work
of -condtruction of two other hostel ‘buildings has started”. May T know
when the construction is'going to be completed ? :

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: They are expected to ‘be
completed within a year or so. '

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): The Minister wiid
that two hostel buildings would be ready for occupation next month.
Bus may I know how without the Superintendent’s qiisrters ‘the students
will be Jodged there ? ks ,

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The Superintendent will be
16dged in -the same building. | . ,‘

KANTA DAS: May I know whether any tender has
tion “of the “administrative building ? =

Shri MOHI :
beén selected for construc

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, the last date forzeceiving
tenders s 174 March * 1965, s Ll .
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : The hostel buildings are meant
for students, Why the Superintendents of Medical College should be
lodged there ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Not Superintendents of Medical
College, but Superintendent of the Hostel. '

Re: Death of a patient in the Assam Medical College Hospital

Shrimati: LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked :

26. Will the Minister of Health be pleased to state whether it is a
fact that a patient died recently in the Assam Medical College Hospital due
shortage
to —
want

of oxygen ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health) replied:
26.-—No.
Re: Construction of a T. B. Clinic at Hailakandi Town
Shri RAMPIRIT RUDRAPAUL (Hailakandi) asked :
27. Will the Minister-in-charge of Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is a proposal for construction of
a T.B. Clinic at Hailakandi Town ?

(b) If so, whether the site has been selected for the purpose ?
(¢) If so, where ?

(d). Whether the plan and estimate have been prepared for
construction of the building ?

(e) If so, when construction will be started ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Health) replied :
27. (a) =Yes. :
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—In a plot of land: falling within sheet-No.2 of Pargana Haila-

kandiand thitd part of Rangauti in Pargana Hailakandi of Hailakgndi
Town,”

L

(a)—No.

(e)—After the plans and estimates are received and gq§11n1_$._
trative approval is issued.
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Shri TARAPADA BBHATTACHAR]JEE (Kati - . .

a): Sir. whether
the P.W.D. has been asked to submit pl T A e
tion of the buildings ? plan and estimate for the coustiuc-

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : No, Sir. The si
i ; » Sir. The s as -
Wecen acquired and it is n the process of S Gitont 1¢ site has not 1ct

Shri P
3 gOin;lozéﬂAPADA BHATTAGHARJEE : Sir, since when the process

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: We have requested the
Revenue Department recently and I cannot give the exact date, for “hich
I want notice, Sir. ¢ '

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, when this matter
has been referred to the Revenue Department, how the Minister fails to

give the date ?

. Mr. SPEAKER: He says he wants notice as regards the exact date.

Re: Total number of Khadi and Viilage Industries in the State

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) asked :

98. Will the Minister-in-charge of Khadi and Village Industries be

pleased to state— ,
(a) The total aumber of Khadi and Village Industries in the State,
, distric -wise ?

(b) Action taken to strengthen the Industries in the rural areas ?

' swri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Khadi and
village Industries) replied:

98. (a)—A comprchcnéivc list is placed on the Table of the House.

(b)—Tt is for the kind information of the hon. Members that
almost all of the Khadiand Village Industries under the purvi(;-v of Khadi
aad Village Il}dtlstme} _erd have been implemented in rural areas. All
possiblc steps like traming. 'ﬁuan_mal and technical assistance, supply of im-
roved implements of various industries, supply of raw materials and
marketing of ﬁmshqd Rroducts have bgcn talen by this Board to intensify
e village industrics m rural areas. The Board has given' part time as -
well as full time le?lo)’mef‘t to a good number of village people by the
implementation of village industries like Khadi and Ambar, village oil,
hand pounling of paddy, Palmgﬁ“ahgué and khandsari, village leather,
village pottery, bee-keeping, match, han -made paper industry, Carpentry
‘and blacksmithy, €tC. These 1{1du.stucs have played an important role in
she improvement of the economic life of the villages, P Al ot
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Gram Ekaiis a vital step for strengthening these village industries
in rural areas, The Board has organised 30 Gram Ekais in Gramdan areas
in order to make the yural people self-sufficient in food and cloth. Bastra-
sawalamban is another siep,the basic idea of which is to make the riral people
self-sufficient in cloth. Besides these, necessary pamphlets and booklets have

been distributed so that the villagers may know something about the benefits
deriving from these indusiries.

Re: Introduction of Ghannies by the Assam Khadi and Village
Industries Board 4

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)] asked :

29. Will the Minister of Khadi and  Village Industries be pleased to
state— ,

(a) How many Ghannies have been introduced in this St_atc by
the Assam Khadi and Village Industries Board till 31st
March, 1964 ?

(b) How many of them are in working condition ?

(¢) What is the total quantity of oil produced through Ghannies
in 1964 ? 2

(d) \'Vl}at was the rate fixed for the Ghanni Mustard oil per litre
in this State ?

(e¢) Whether Ghanni Industry has become a profitable one ?

Shei MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Khadi and
Village Industries) replied : - :

29, (a—T'wo hundred and one (haunies have been introduced by the
Khadi and Village Industries Board upto 31st March, 1964.

(b)~—In all 180 Ghannies are in working condition.
(c)—1,249:10 litres of Mustard oil,
(d)—Present selling price of Ghanni oil is Rs. 375 P. per litre,

(€)—Yes, it also provides pure oil to villagers and require a very
small capital investment, g Ey

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabor) : «% il <@
A Bomtd FAFS ol aimer wef of Gife Fril FE0E 2

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: @i 91 G

| 1=fs Tea fwm sga T27

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: vl (7247 odfge  4¥
SqFT 4w Caryg ? e e B P

"R
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Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: 0 41 4@ ©
sriagaine = ol |

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS : =037 ) i G Foror OB *79) |
sfe - aite—=a1%) faa1= 7 oo @2 ¢ \

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : at#ifsns #fag
cititad TreE TEdE FECdE # T 5 A9 AT 0

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): sof
atTta iz aF SvoR (FeIce Mg atte afr aAfaEz cAter T e

Myr.  SPEAKER: csredts fa (wtg—>v0 Bl Akl s wity, ats)
cFzl fea pan 7T |

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: 73t spage
wfame @l camAtald atard san g |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): 42 spof =idt
sf difFas wiacd pawica nfags e Ff@ ad 797 FfacgeT 2

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 7 =1 4171 ‘ag
Zio® (AT |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) : 4% >p0p
wit atars asfx foatq B+ 4495 77 7

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: 4% w3 a5
=Tt | '

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: 43 gifaais
ST @ 35 AfFmicd wfe tzrg—oz F FiEE SR e

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : @tz st |

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: =l slefial? (o 7704
ﬂrn'ca{zﬁm @@ wF | i afw wo b Seiv 2w comeea (T
e =M ¢

Shri_ MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: =i stacs st
ars za | fee Amteee afv stz @it 4f@q  catca cecw S
oy g

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : fa ¢35 9Tt 95 %
Uity —sta 551 (oAa Sl Ol A sig m? CFZB AT BRI
T4 paFtta  sifarecd 2

3 Mr. SPEAKER : a«zfsate w0 fiscet MEca” wea | afw
(ScattE sawEa da g AEmy [@ehE At fwm oica | 4 il v g




-

1965F - QUESTIONS ' 591

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: 4% »0f @) seiats
5IFA famts B A6 FCE ¢ -

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : =5 m=ts cam
Bt | -
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: 4% syof aifln foeas @2h

o _r~ e

I TShew  aff  Eis ¢

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : oa =ss,
TEl fefew |
-. Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA : 2055 ®ift ¥ o> f5°
Y008 5T [Twaw «ifp Shirm—afimis zats feat fm =ififes o

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: afsae (&)1
" s |

Shri BISWADEV SARMA ( Balipara): zaeis «itg asie
ATFBILT W ANfs oA o '

Mr. SPEAKER : fv fysia—oiifeq siica |
. Re : Members of Housing Loan Board
Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) asked :
30. 'Will the Minister-in-charge, Town and Country Planning be
pleased to state—

(a) Who are the members of the Loan Board ?

(b) The number of applicants for housingloan in the year 1962
to' 1964 in the Dibrugarh Subdivision year by year ?

{¢) Basis for granting housing loan ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister Town and
Country Planning) replied :

80; (a.)'—'.l_‘herlc 8 no Loan Board. Loan.is sanctioned by the Housing:
Board, which is composed of : ' ' . :

(1) Director of Housing... Chairman,.

(2) Deputy Director of Housing Secretary.

' (Administration), b

(3) Deputy Secretary, Finance ... Pl Member.

(4) Joint Secretary, Tribal Aveas and Welfare Member:(for
~of Backward Classes Department. Autonomous

Districts only.). .
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b Ye; y Low Inceme Group Middle Incowe Group
Hauslng Scheme Heusing Scheme
(1 (2} (3)
1962 36 2
: 1963 15 2
1964 20 3

- (c)—The hasis of granting loan are availability of funds, eligibility
of application for loan in all respects and infer-se  priority of claims as
judged by the Housing Board taking all facts and circumstances into
consideratiof,’

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE (Katigora): Sir, how many

persons in Low-income Group and in Middle-income Group reccived loans
in -the Year 1962-63 and 1963-64 ?

_ Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sir, so far as 1962 and
1963 are concerned, the funds were diverted due to the National Emergency
with the result no loans could be issued in the Low-income Housing Scheme,
and in the Middle-income Housing Scheme only one could be issued. In
1964, 35 loans were issued in the Low-income Housing Group and in the
Middle-income Housing Group 3 loans were issned.

Shri BISWADEV  SARMA (Balipara) : Sir, may I know from the
hon. Mipister in view of the largc-sca?c demand for the Housing Loan
vgheth;:r Government think it necessary to increase the allocation of this
tate ¢ b

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sir, I fully agree with
the hon, Member that the allocation has been inadequate. Sir, taking
into c_ons1i]t‘:‘r_at_10n the entire requirements of the State and the sp(‘:cial
activity which has been undertaken o long, we have been trying very har
but this Department becomes the first casu:alty in the matter of allocation
of funds because housing has been given low priority in the National ’

Emergency, and since the National Eme i [
e 00, ) ‘ reency continues, the chances 0
augmenting the funds do not exist. Ry ; % '

“'Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Sir, is it 2 fact that

many loanees have not been able to undertak T for want of
building materials, specially G, I. Sheets ? S O EON

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Quite true, Sir.

Shrx .RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH (Dibrugarh): Sir, is there
any provision thr':bY the loan-officers may refuse the repayment if it is not
accompanied by the interest ?

Shri' KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Well, Sir, the rules are
that the interest should be first paid.  So, if a payment is made and it does
not cover both the interest and principal then ohvipusly the first instalment
is adjusted against the interest and the balance againat the loan,

g
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Shri RAMESH] CHANDRA BAROOAH: Sir, whether Government

Q has instructed the officer to refuse to accept repayment incases where itis
not accompanied by interest ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : No, Sir.

N

‘ Shri BISWADEV §; AR e . et e
SEeneat i Blleews SARMA : Whether there is any monsy rcmaining

L2 . Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Sir, T want notice.

Shri MOHU KANTA DAS: Sir, do the Government iry to help

the loanees in the matter of availability of C. I. Sheets and is there any
) direction to this end ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: There is no Cirection.
LY .
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Sir, isita fact that huge

2?1?(1)1:; ;)Of meney has been surrendered in the last year for non-payment

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: How there can be a

surrender ? It was a diversion.

_ Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Sir, as the interest is very
high, d‘; the Government consider the desirability to reduce the rate of
interest :

/i Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: This is the money given

: by the Government of India so far as the Low-income Housing Loan is

concerned. So far the Middle-income Housing Loan is concerned, it comes

from the Life Insurance Corporation and fhcy have their own rates of

interest and what Government does is to charge a servicing rate. Therefore,
the chance of reducing the interest of loans does not exist.

, Moulana ABDUL JALIL CHOWDHURY (Badarpur):
Aar, Ag At AW R fF ¥z www S99 gW 9 gadr gEd @ Wl g &
> AR FEATE qF S 7 7

e Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: #za &4 &1
Tag A1 A6 W AT FIA T\ aF Fd @q F (@ awedwq AR
F qEH ¥ AT FAA@ AT qE T '

Shri AJIT NARAYAN DEB (Kokrajhar): Sir, whether the Back-
ward Classes get preferential treatment under this Scheme ? '

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sir thereis a member
in the Board who is the Joint Secretary, Tribal Areas and Welfare of Back-
ward Classes Department. He takes care of the Backward Communities.

Shri AJIT NARAYAN DEB : Sir, do they really get preferential
. 5 reatment ? :
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sir, when a represen-
tative of that department is taken in the Bourd, itis his duty to look into
the interest of the Backward Communitics.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS (Sorbhog): Sir, what the portion
remaining within the brackets means here !

Mr. SPEAKER : It means for Autonomous Districts only.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Exactly it means sO.
‘ (Starred Question No. 49 was not put as the hon. Qudsticner was
absent).

Calling Attention to the action of the General Manager of .antiali
Tea Estate, who pulied down the N ational Flage and tore it inio
pieces on the last Republic Day (the 26th January, 1965)

Shri UPENDRA NATH SANATAN (Bogdung): w47 w2,
fozpat Azl 2l ol alfisl crazied FiSH ATl T T AAE
1 4facm | @@ otwatey faer AiFag W sisialfa =ifdsla 61
qiF TGqd AFCA GTAGIEF  GIEld Fhfemr @ wqzline &4f7e ”lif?ﬁ,?f
Atest | cefem  GAgita. FeE,  CCrEehl i T OAE, celalcal e |
dfsts oAy frams duiw GrelEem ©8E afsrms  AiAT FlEcE |
e AfFEW TES (AR sl AGIFIET anis sfaca defF AT |
43 B g7 wAlrita @it swe A9 Aifwa GiE Al auiEeE
ozl cAlFe T | @ wetcd aizem geawe  eAges clibd faea
e AT E 4 sAifccbress 4aq 0T 4 f&p golife
30 Wi Wit wifiaca  Afsty o @itk el | I
47 Sfid 5T AT Stawd cwifs wilE FEelF S AT Tl
aBCh FF 7047 TN wtE S wihcd®  fepeed gl Crefas
ois | AFTs ©T@ FE fymerd Asigrg | fww Aty g7 fRwa O
g A AT | biz AifioE @i 4w Fisem ww AT 2B
ot 1 BAFICA A Tfow A A% corAzca ATw ST TEE TS
ox | @ZE @Bl Sfex w41 [ wiSEw AeiFR wme G ¢z wifT
B I s e oy MO £ O 1T e B B A
fise wblsl FEr AT aificy wiw asew fem wifoaca frm T2
aZThiA AE SR APt s i T9d e TAe el
= czem e afeaitms sawia gow A Cawra cefenicatE (9%
ates TS ifE AR | wEfE cobeice arT blelEw wAe i TEC
gfeg  ATH g | oF FEed am wEcats gaE qn Eoe T
Ffaq  @fet |

Shri BIMALA. PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr. Spea-~
ker, Sir, informaticn was received on 29th January, 1965, fhat the
labourers of Hatiali Tea Estate under Chabua Police Station of Dibrugarh
Subdivision were very much agitated over the alleged insult to the national
flag on the last Republic Day by the Manager of the Tea Lstate who is a
British national. The labourers as well as the other employees of the
garden demanded imrpcdiale removal of the Manager failing which they
proposed to go on strike from the 1st February, 1965. The Additional

B IACIAVI A
gioia ATl

*Speech not corrected
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Superintendent of Police, Dibrugarh, and a Magistrate with two local
M. L. As. and the labour leader visited the garden and pacified the labous-
rers. They then postponed the proposed strike from lst February., The
matter is under enquiry. The Police have been collecting evidence with
regard to the complaint and the investigation is proceeding,

_ Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Sir, for a simple matter
like ths why such a long tine was taken by the Police ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIUA : Sir, time has become neces-
sary for reasons which I would not like to mention now because in order to
proceed with a case sufficient evidence is necessary and the Police are
getting some evidence and they are not still censidered to be sufficient.

Shri DHANIRAM TALUKDAR (Barpeta): Sir, I would like to
ask why so much time............

Mr. SPEAKER: Ifyou want some clarification from the statement
made by the Chief Minister you can have it by way of a question.

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR: I want to ask why so much time

ig Nécessary when it is a simple affair and why so much time is taken by the
olice ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CGHALIHA: Sir, I already replied to this

question put by Shri Sarma. In order to prepare a case in the Court the

Police have been collecting requisite evidence and they are proceeding with
the enquiry,

Shiyi %HANI RAM TALUKDAR: Why Police did net take proper
care to have this enquiry done expeditiously ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chicf Minister has replied that some time is
necessary to establish a case in such a matter which may be sufficient to take
up the case to Court, Therefore, the Police have taken some time to esta-
blish the case f ully so that they c¢an be well-armed with the case in the Court.

General Discussion of the Budget

Shri DULAT, CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
of course, T want to congratulate the Finance Minister for taking so much
trouble to present before the House a Budget wherein we do not find
anything except some rosy pictures, Therefore, considering the practical
aspect I cannot congratulate him fully. Sir, there is nothing new in this
Budget that has been presented by the Finance Minister the other day in
the House. It is more or Jess sterco-typed and I have observed that it is
something like customary thay annually a Budget should be placed giving
too many figures and Proposing steps to he taken during the year but on the
whole it is evident that nothing takes place or is cone in actufﬂ practice.

Sir, although the Finance Minister in his Budget Speech did not propose
any new taxation but it is well-known ¢that our Srate is already over-burdered
with taxes in comparison with other States. You are Sir, fully aware of
the fact that the poor people of our State are now groa ing due to the
imp'ementation of the Urban Immovable Property Taxation Act, For
that Act there is hu: and cry among the people to pay such huge amounts
as land revenue. Therefore, Sir, I may tell the House that there is virtually
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ew taxation in Assam, The present tax burden is one of the
ia cons'dering the limitations of resources and backwardness
It has become a chronic habit on the part
the House a deficit budget on the
e Central Government but

576

‘no scope for n
highest in Ind ‘derinig
in the field of industrialisation.
of the Finance Ministér to place before
plea that finance is not coming forward from tl
I would have been glad if the Government would have come with a clear
picture in respect of impfementation of plans and programmes bccause
Government of India is there to help us only when there is sullicient proof
that development schemes have been implemented and moncy utilised.
Otherwise, why Govérnment of India will come and throw money for

nothing ?

Sir, T have already statcd that people of Assam are groaning under the

burden of heavy taxation. There weculd not have been outcry or murmur
to pay such taxes if the people wou!d have gotsome clear outcome
out of paying the same. The hon. Minister has not said how much
money is going to be collected out of the arrcars of revenue and taxes
but tactfully and specifically he has mentioned about the expenditure that
would be incurred for implementation of the recommendation of the last
Pay Committee. Here also he has not given any clear picturc about the
financial implications under different heads on the working of this Pay
Committee, which, I am sure, would be to the tunc of rupees onc Jakh only.

Little care seems to have been given to show as to what amount has been
et and other such

spent in different development projects, Community Proje :
Projects. Lesser is the stress the Finance Minister appears to have given to

show us anything about industrial loans given to different partics and
realised to improve the

individuals and Fow much of these loans so far

financizl condition of the State. He has said that if we deduct the amount
of the financial implicatio: s that would be involved in the implementation
of the recommrndations of the Pay Committee then there would have been
a surplus budget of Rs. 77 lakhs, but I challenge this and say thateven
if no recommendations of the Pay Committee had been implemented, the
hon. Finance Minister would not have come up with a surplus budget of

Rs.77 lakhs.
ires

Sir, has the Finance Minister been able to mention about the meast
taken for collection of arrear taxes, and taxes which are being evaded? Let
me give an instance as to how taxes are being evaded. Tor instance, one of
_f:‘_r‘\:]‘)m?;mﬁna Hopses in the very capital of Assam, issue advance tickets for
'prtsentcsd ?;V?;hmtg_out stamps on them. Actually when these tickets arc
i hc inema House before entry into a show, these tickets shou

€ bren exchanged with tickets duly stamped but in practice they d
notdo this and thus evade large amounts of money under Amuscment Tasge 1
am told that many complaints in this respect have been made by the public
’but nothing has been done by Government, although there is a huge stafi‘
an-d a Co.mmissi-:-ner of Taxes for this purpose. If such kind of things, 13
going on in the capital, we can very well imagine in what wa eople,arc
evading taxes in other places with different modus operandi. s

o]

I feel strongly that if tie whole tax collcction machinery is properly
geared up, the present level of taxation is sufficient to bridee the opening
deficit of Rs.402 lakhs within the shortest possible time. The an’lmitteepwhiclt:
the Government proposes to set up for ﬁnd.ing R e e oy Civesh tasation
end measures for realisation of the arrears at the earliest

will, [ hope, recomm , . :
f taxes by certain section of the people.

and stop the evasion o
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: CO“"“S 1o the important aspect of agriculture, vis-a-vis production, the
Finance Minister has stated in the Budget Speech: ¢“The production of .all
MAaJor Crops increaseq substantially dm‘ing 1963-64. The production of rice
increased by nearly 2-75 lakh tonnes from 1574 lakh tonnes to 18+49 lakh
tonnesss He has'alsy stated that during 1964-65 Government can meet the
requirement of the Syate without obtaining Central assistance in rice. In
view of the aboye facts, Sir, may I pose a question to the Finance Minister.
is the Production of fouq sufficient ?  If it is so, why our people are facing
such kind of scarcity of foodstufl' during the year 1964-65 ? Scarcity is
still there in spite of goad crop prospect during the last Kharif season. Sir, I
know the reply wij) surely be the transport difficuliies. I admit that it is
difficult to bring things from other States due to transport bottleneck, but
within the State there is no quesdon of transport bottleneck and the State
Government coylq have managed the thing in proper way.

.L.m-, on the other hand- Government is going to export 20 thousand
metric tonnes of rice to the neighbouring States from the present Kharif crop.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture) :
It has already heep, done.

: Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I want to know on what
ment has done this exporting of such a huge quantity

Shri MOINUL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Because of the sutplus.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: One funny thing, Sir, you will
observe that the Finance Minister has not given the production figure of rice
during the las¢ Season and I am afraid that Government have got no definite
idea about their owny requirements. If we take the per capita consumption
of cereal to he 15 0zs. per day which is considered to be the stapdafd
requirement, the requirement for the present estimated pepulation in
the State of 132 lakhs will be 1980 Iakhe tannes.

lakhs ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: From the estimates, Sir.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Then it is wrong estimatc.

ol FARHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance): At page
4 of the Budget Speech, the hon.HI%gfmbeE:l\/I\-\'ill find—In Agﬁcultugal
roduction, the yeay 1963-64 for Assam was the year of recovery from t.u?
set-back sulfered during the previous year, The production of A A
crops Increased substantially” during 1953.64, The production 20 lakhs
ancreased by nearly 275 Jakhs tonnes from 15-74 lakh tonnes 0 18-49 lakhs
tonnes” and the figure ig very encouraging.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : The figure for the current year
is r.ot there, : _ g

Shri MOINUL HAQuUE CHOUDHURY: How can it begiven
now ?
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Government should come with
that figure.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: How can Government
come with such figures ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, as the rice is the staple
food for more than 98 per cent of the population, the minimum requirement
cfrigc is 19 lakhs tonnes for the current year. Moreover, about 5 per cent
of rice we have to keep for seed and other purposes. If during this year
we wait to increase by 20 lakh tonnes, we cannot send a single grain
outside  the State. Theiefore, my contention is that Government should
not and cannot send such a huge quantity of rice to other States when we are
facing food crisis inside the State. By doing this Government is making
a false statement just to show that agricultural production in our State is
successful. ~ Sir, it is a false propaganda.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, the word “false”
is unparliamentary. '

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr, Barua, please do not use the word “false’’.

_ Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: But, Sir, the hon. Finance
Minister stated that we will not need the help of the Government of
India.  Sir, if wrong calculation is made in this way, after
a few days we are to seek help from the Central Government.
But, on what plea, Sir, shall we justsay that our previous calculation
was wrong ? Sir, I want to show bow the calculation is wrong. He has
calculated the production on the basis of crop cutting experiment on sam-
ple plots made by the staff of the Sccrctariat. The area under crop is
e_slunated from the forecast figure received from the Districts and Subdivi-
sions and by multiplying that average yield, the fotal production is found
out. But in practice, the area under crop is just a rough guess and
simﬂ:_s.rly the average yield also depends on the sweet will of the field-stall
who in rare cases carry out this crop cutting experiment in the field. So,
Sir, you can very well imagine how reliable this calculation is. Govern-
ment should be very much careful in finding out the figure of production.
Sir, from my own calculation, it has been observed that the increased
food production has not heen achieved by supplying modern tools and plaats,
B:Ei:);can be done by taking more and more acreage of land under culti-

: i MOINUIf HAQUE CHOUDHURY : What is the figure accord-
ing to your calculatipn ?

Shri I.)UI-'AL CHANDRA BARUA The hon. Minister may
calculate himself. T am tellingyou that the area under cultivation is in-
creasing due to increase of population and it is pot due to extensive
cultivation.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I want your statistics.

: Shri DULAL GH.ANDI.{A BARUA: Sir, my suggestion for aug-
menting agricultural production is by utilising  fertilisers and imprcved
method of cultivation. DBring one lakh acies of land each year under culti=
vation utilising fertilisers and improved method of cultivation. It will
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show that the total yicld may easily be more than 2 tonnes per acre and -
may get annually two lakh tonnes ‘more of rice. Therefore, Sir, if the
cost of production is not more than Rs. 100 per acre, then two tonnes
of rice will cost, at least, Rs. 1,000. Therelore, my suggestion is that the
cultivators should be given subsidy or advance for buﬁing fertilisers and
other tools and implements which can be casily recovered after the har-
vest season and by doing this we can also save foreign exchange of about
one crore: of rupees. It will not be ; difficult on the part of the Govern-
ment to bring one lakh acre of land under cultivation and it will also
81/€ us an additional rentand in this way, within a couple of years, we
may be self-sufficient in food production. To feed the additional popu-
lation we require about 30 thousand tonnes of rice or more every year,
Unless we increase the preduction by 2 lakh tonnes each year, the
prospect will not be bright and famine is inevitable. Therefore, Sir, I
sul:)n.nt that to keep in tune with the statement given by the Finance
Minister, if we utilise fertiliser and take to other improved method of
modern cultivation, our food production will increase and we will be
sell-sufficient within a short time.

Sir, the Finance Minister has also stated that only 8 thousand tonnes

0[: rice was allotted from the Central stock just to meet the requirement
of the influx of refugees from East Pakistan. But, Sir, what about
asmati rice available in plenty in the market at that time ? Sir, T
understand that this has been purchased by the State Government directly
from the Punjab Government I want to know, Sir, why Government have
not included that thing in the Budget Speech of Finance Minister. Now,
Sir, this variety should have alsc been placed in the Fair-price Shops, but it
has been placed in the open market. Thisis an example how Government
is hiding the actual facts from the public. In Dibrugarh this variety of Bas-
mati rice is allotted to the Tea cardens through their zgents of the Supply

Department. When the agentsbdistribute 1 these things to the Tea gardens,
they did not mention the variety and they simply put the stamp of rice
and quality. Instead of sending this varicty of rice to the Tea gardens
the agent supplied rice of inferior quality and sold them in the open

market and made Rs.10 (o Rs.15 per maund out of that.

Sir, our Finance Minister has clearly stated that they have taken an eight-
boiut programme to ensure availability of essential commodities at a reason-
able price and to contrel the pricé and to punish the profiteers and
black-rarketeers, May I pose a question, Sir, why in spite of the Defence
of India Rules being there in force and Government’s statement after
statement, these profiteers and black-marketeer: have not been convicted
and punished so far by Conducting summary trials ? When we had been -
to Calcutta recently we observed that 30 such black-marketeers were con=
victed and punished after Summary trials and sent to the Alipur Jail
within one day. I, therefore, suggest that the price should be controlled
and the profitcers and black-marketcers severely punished and the whole-
sale and retail price of rice should be fixed so - that private parties and
middlemen cannot have the chance of making unduc profits and the
producers can get 1"_8?15011able_ price and also the purchasers can get sufli-
cient quantity of rice for their consumption at reasonable price. But in
actual practice these measures have not been taken. ’NObOdY can precur_e
the fine variety of ric even in this capital town of Shillong. Joha rice is
available at a very high price, Bug Joha rice is not poss.lbl? to be purchaf.ed
by the common people. One has to purchase this Joha rice at Rs. 1:25P,
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to Rs. 1:37P. per kg. Itis not pf_)s:siblc on the part 0.[' the lf)w-paicl :m(l'
common people to purchase this rice. At the same time this variety (gl
finc rice i3 not available in the Fair-price Shops and sometimecs 1t 18
available in the open market.

Regarding other essential supplies, I must say that the common men
are still suffering for the scarcity of foodstuff. They are compelled to pay
exorbitantly high prices. At the same time... ... ...

Mr. SPEAKER : Your timeis up.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I want few minutes more.
Mzx. SPEAKER. : FIive minutes more.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, on top of all these things,
Sir, we are going to say that the supply position is satisfactory when the
common people have to pay exorbitant prices for foodstuff, and at a
time when these things are not available. Therefore, Sir, at every mterval
there would be scarcity of rice. I do notlike to go into details; you know
it well, Sir.

I brought it to the notice of Government on many occasions that there is
a firm—Messrs. Shaw Wailace & Co., which was appointed Government’s
Agents for procurement of buffer stocks of essential commodities since
the la}tgr part of 1962-63 immediately after the Chinese aggression, who
surprisinzly enough has not been able to supply the sanctioned quantity
till today. What is more surprising is that pulses, mustard oil, salt, ctc.; are
allowed to rot in Government Godowns for months together while the
pevple are buying the foodstuffs at very high rates. Government do not

care to waste huge amount of public money without any benefit to the
common men,

Sir, Government has recently issued a Press statement ensuring equit-
able distribution and fixing prices, etc., of all essential commodities. But
when Government Officials are engaged in different places for the purpose,
the food problem of the masses remains unsolved. TFor what purpose so
many high officials in the Supply Department have been appeinted is

known only to Government and . :
o g the burden necessa-
rily borne by the tax-payers. apethe expendlture e s

But you know, Sir, what Government have i

remove these dlfﬁculties and scarcity of foodstu%‘ ::éuﬂ::cnfflic;;gx;%iﬁé;g
Sir, the hon. Finance Minister and the people who are ain the helm of
affairs cannot just imagine the plight of the common % eople. We have
observed that our Minister, Supply; Minister, Finance anlzl tl?e Government
as a whole are giving a rosy picture saying that the have taken such and
such measures but in actual practice there is nothiy 4 They are taking u
measures only indirectly. They are going on enr%-ura iny aroﬁtecrs anlgl
black-marketeers just to earn more and more profit. i

Sir, it is surprising that in Shillong one has to purchase rice at Rs.1-88P

per kg., pulses at Rs.2 per kg., mustard oil at Rg 4. i
N Rs LSOP por kg, Therefore, I bkt acin 00 per litre and sugar

it is better on the part of the Government just

ead of giving a rosy picture
to give a definite policy in
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pursuance of which what actually they are going to do with black-marketeers
and profiteers and to check the constant rise of prices of essential commodi-
ties. The Agriculture Minister stated in the last session that a Committee
will be set up to go into the details to suggest improvement. Butin the last
si¥ months nothing appears to have been done with regard to that statement.
Is it not utter callousness on the part of Government? Is it fair to hoodwink
the public and rthis House? That Committee has not functioned till today.
Instead prices of all essential commodities are soaring higher day by day

while it is reported that huge quantities of such foodstuff are destroyed in
Government Godowns.

Mr. SPEAKER : That report was already denied.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, they will always deny facts.
But facts are always facts.

Coming to the educational progress in ou: State, I should like to say.
that our percentage in literacy is 33,  In comparison with other States it is of
course heartening. Sir, in proportion the progress in higher education 1s
almost negligible. Mere rate of increase in literacy will not help us in any
way unless and until effective education is imparted to the students, more
particularly to the higher age group. By effective rate I want to mean by
excluding the children in the age-group 0 -4 who are not expected to be
literate. Most of these sc-called literates are those who know how to
read and write only. The proportion to the higher educational standard in
technical lines is very negligible. I am pleased to note that the Education
Department has recently taken up certain measures through unofficial

agencies and that they are now going on with an intensive programme to
raise the percentage of literacy.

Sir, as regards higher education in technical line I feel that there is
lack of co-ordination between the various connected departments, say I}]du?-
try, Labour and Employment, Education and Planning. My suggestion is
that different types of requirements which are necessary just to start the in-
dustries should be examined and studied properly by the Industry and Plan-
ning Departments. The Labour Department on the other hand should see that
the trained people are absorbed in those industries. Only after that the
Education Department should open new technical institutions well in
advance so that people can be absorbed in those industries. We do not

want to hear the old beating of drums that technical people are not availa=
ble.

Another important matter to which I want to refer is the standard of
education. Sir, the standard of educaticn depends upon the qual_rty of
teachers,_ In this connectirm I want to refer to a book uEducation in t!lc
Soviet Union’’ published by the Ministry of Education, Government 0‘{' Ind}a,
In page 174 of this book it is stated ¢<(fie impressive achievements of Soviet
school education ar¢ duc in the largest measure to the care and thorouglness
with which the training of teachers is organised and the status given to the
teachers The training system reflects the basic faith in the power of educa-
tion on which is fourd:d the whole massive educational efforts that has t_ran;
formed a backward economy into an industrial power within a generation.
Here also if we want to raise our educational stand.rd there §h0uld be pl_lase-
wise training and at the same time the standard of teachersis to be raised,
Sir, it has been seen that cur Gsvernment observes National Teashers
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Day and by that our Government wants to raise the standard of teachers.
But paradoxically enough this is given cffect :0 by maltreatment of the
teachers as a whole. Sir, I would like to know from the Government
about the episode that happened in the Jalukbari campus. It has been
reported that the Education Minister misbehavel with the teachers for
which discontentment is prevailing there. Sir, the standard of our teachers
is very poor and itis the duty of our Government toraise their standard.
By rebuking them, by crushing them, by blau.ing them we cannot solve the
problem, and we cannot raise the standard of education. Sir I appeal to
the Finance Minister through you to come out with a definite  proposal so as
to remove the discontentment from the minds of the teachers.

Coming to another important matter, Sir, I would like to say that
there is no meantion either in the Governor’s Address, or in the Pay Com-
mittee’s Report or in the Budget Speech about the fate of the Aided College
teachers. Sir, the other day they observed protest day to fulfil their objec-
tives. I also wrote to the Finance Minister to let me know the present
position in regard to the incrcase of their emoluments but I did not get
any reply. Sir, you know that almost 99 per cent of the students study in
the Aided Colleges, and until and unless we can satisfy the Aided College
teachers by granting their reasonable demands we cannot improve our educa-
tional standard. Else it will be shouting like-crying in the wilderness to raise
the standard of education. My submission to the Finance Minister is to
consider their case and fulfil their grievances, and revise their pay scales
according to the recommendation made by the University Grants Commis-
sion SCon.

With these few words, Sir, I conclude my speech, Thank you,

Shri BISWADEV SARMA- (Balipara) ¢ Mr. Spcakpr, Sir’ I m ust
congratulate the Finance Minister for his objective analysis of the pulitical
as well as the €conomic problems of the State. For the first time I have
come across a Finanee Minister admitting the short-falls of his own Govern-
ment and at the same timne indicating the steps to remove these short-falls.
On that count I again congratulate the Finance Minister, Sir, before discus-

sing this budget we cannot forget the great national calamity as 2 result of

the deatn of our beloved Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru. Sir, the na-
tional leadership rose to the occasion and gave the country a Prime Minister
at a time wh.cn the world was thinking what would happen after Nehru.
For the first time India showed to the world that owr democracy has taken
root. Again a most disturbing occurrence took place on the language issue.
Here again our national leadership has been able to arrest this disintegra=
ting force and it has shown again that the national leadership could rise to
the occasion when necessity demands. _Sir, zl_‘V“rY mportant appeal was
made by our Chief Minister regarding integration of our State, He appealed
to all that no further disintegration of the Stat'e should be allowed.
Sir, we join with his appea; e }ﬁ?pe for a brighter and prosperous
Resamy [THeslanguage JsSLe i3 something deeper than what people thought
at the beginning it to be. Sir, V\thﬁn this dlStL}rbance took Placep ¢ A.Ug

we Were blamed by many others.. I hope this problem of I in ssa.tri
Nigeive top priority in the hands of our national leaders 1 e
that some solution can be found out. rs before long s0

’

e VY
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Sir, the Finance Minister has very rightly stressed the problem of high
rise in prices in nis speech, and he has very rightly analysed the reasons for
high rise in prices. He said “this price spiral is basically due to th: short-
fall in food production, the increasing demand for food-grains arising from
the growth of population and income, the inequitable distribution resulting
from the malpractices of th: trader-producer axis and existence of a lot of
unaccounted money.”  Sir, on the first point regarding growth of popula-
tion I would like to add a few words. On the Governor' Adderss
also T have mentioned some of the points. According to foreign
experts world population in 20 years will be double and it is more so in the
case of India.  Sir, the steps taken in the western countries for the arrest
of the growth of population are many and they have legislated on cortain
aspects of the population growth. Take for instance the case of Japan. In
Japan they have legislated and they have legaised abortion., Sir, there
are other methads also which our country should adopt on this count. Sir,
1 must say that the Government’s attention to this very serious problem has
not been drawn to the adequate measure.,

Sir, T do notfind in the Budget that any serious attempt is being 'n}adc
to tackle this problem. Sir, [ would request to hon. Labour Mm}stcr
to examine one aspect of this Maternity Benefit Act which is in force
in the tea gardens: whethsr we could not restrict this tothe [ourth
child in the family and after that no maternity benefit should be givel} to
the family. The rateof population growth in the plantations is alarming.
Something very serious should be dene about this.

Sir, the mnext thing is the question of inequitable distribution resul-
ting from the malpractices of the trader-producer axis. To this I would add
another axis—the trader-politician axis. Now-a-days the rising prices and
incquitable distribution are crealing terrible havoc in the ccuntry. We have
seen that a large number of strikes have been forced on the Government. I do
not know how long it will be possible for the Government to remain idle

in these matters. I must say this also, that although the Government has

achieved very spectacular success in certain fronts, they have totally failed
in arresting this rising spiral of prices in the country. I do not know
wheré €& weakness lies on the part of the Government on this count. The
other.day I had to say that in spite of vast armoury in the hands of the
Government, in spite of the Defence of India Rules which it has got to
tackle all the unscrupulous hoarders and black-marketeers, I do not under-
stand why the Government felt so shy to tackle such vital prub‘cms_of tl_lc
country. Sir, if something is not done very soon, a very serious situation w1'll
arisc not only in this State but all over. The question of price Is
something very important for the State. Asthe Finance Minister compared
the price index of India, the price index of Assam is always high in India.
The Finance Minister said that the general index of whole-sale prices ros¢
continually from 1363 in Octaber 1963 to reach the peak level of 158:6 1n
September 1964. Sir, T don’t know to what extent this rising price index has
beene xamined by the Government and the Pay Clommittee in their recom
mendations. Sir, hunger knows no law. It should be the prime duty of the
Government to sec and evolve a plan as to how this high cost of living can be
checked. Not only the high prices, Sir, but adulteration of food is going on
unabated before the very nose of the Government, but there 1§ no ‘serlous
attempt on the part of the Government to check this problem also. Sir, I “Ir{alxs
told by[the Health Minister that some legislation will _bc undertaken to tacS_t‘:
this problem but I have not seen any legislation up till now. I do hope, 111,
that some very drastic action on this count should be taken by the Health
Ministry also. : ,
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Now, with regard to Agricultu.c, I hope the Agriculiure Minister will not
be sensitive if 1 say that the only improvement seen in the Agricultural
policyis in the person of the Agriculture Minister himself, his health
‘has improved, his dresses have improved but Agriculture has not im-
proved..... .(laughte: from all sides). Sir, Imust say that sidie by side
for the first time a real and serious attempt is being made
by the Governmeat for the improvement of Agriculturcin the State
in'the following way. oir, thelinance Minister in his speech has indicated
setting up of soil testing iaboratories, seed testing laboratories, godowns lor
feriilisers, crash programme for preduction of diseasc-free potato seeds, fields
management committeces anl other measures. Sir, I am veiy grateful to the
Finance Ministerifor his frank admission that in the Agricultural sector there
has not been any appreciable increase in the production of foodgrains. Sir, I
am very glad that he has admitted this but at t ¢ same time it is a very sad
commentary... ,....

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture):
This is not for Assam.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): 1o you mecan to say that
Agriculture inAssam has improved ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: [ mean that the page
referred 1o by the hon Member relates to India. The pages 4 and 18 are
for Assam.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: I am -peaking about page 3.
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : That relates to India.

Shyi BISWADEV SARMA: It cqually applics to Assam.

(At this stage the hon. Speaker left the Chamber and the Depuly

Speaker occupied the Chair).

There is no denying the fact that Agriculture in our State has not in(:—f
proved. Sir, [ do hope that thc measures cuvisazed for the merover_l[llcﬁuvc
Agriculture in the State will be properly implemented so that we wil T do
no occasion again to come and criticise the Department unnecessarily- . -
hope the Agriculture Minister who is the Chairman of so many commlltlcfis
and research hoards will give a good lead in this matter and w¢ 10PC;
Sir, that on this count there will he imprevement in she State.

Sir. regardine employment policy in the industrial sector, in this con-
ncction, I v%ould ﬁke tlg syuggest pth?t the employment policy of the Govern-
ment should be reoriented and particularly in -the tea gardens what I find 1s
that there is a large number of unemployed men but in spite of that people
were - brought from outside the State as well as people engaged by the con-
tract.rs, This should be stopped because the unemployment problem in
the tea gardens is growing very fast. While garden population is available
for that kird of work employers use to employ contractors and they are
bringing men from outside the State causing great hardship to :the people.
Again, Sir, assoon as the tea gardens passed 1o Indian hands I find that even

a chowkidar in some gardens wa: brought from outside the_State. I do not
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understand why a chowkidar cannot be available in the garden itself or in the
neighbouring areas. We have seen ouly the other day a circular jssued by
a certain Under Secretary to Government which of course Government
refuted, but it betrays the mind of certain people in the Government. I do
hope, Sir, that the employment policy will be reoriented as soon as possible.
We must not forget one thing. ~ We are seétting up industries in the State,
w: are giving land to the industrialists, we are giving them resources, we are
providing finar.ces to them and we do reasonably expect that in these induse
tries the sons of the soil will get preference to outsiders; that is why Assam
is being industrialised and that is also the purpose in which the surplus
population from Agriculture can be diverted to industries. In other words,
the reason  why industries are set up and developed in the State is to
solve the unemployment problem of the State and not to solve the unemploy-
ment problem of other States. I hope Government will ponder over this
matter very seriously. ‘The local people demand and they have legitimate
right to claim the jobsin these industiies, Every industrialist should be
made known that he has been given land, resources and other facilities
simply because we want to solve the unemployment problem of our State
and not of other States.

Sir, regarding smal-scale industries I simply mention about the
working facility and technical know-hcw. Sir, unfortunately we have no
outlet by sea excepting via Calcutta. I would suggest on this score to
examine whether alternative opéning by sea can e found out through
Mizoram to Rangoon. Sir, if there is possibility of opening outlet to sca
via Mizoram, I  would like to explore this possibility by the Govern-
ment.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Minister, Tribal Areas
Depaxrtment): Through which place ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Through Mizoram. Ido rot mean that
work should be started right now. The Government should examine this
matter. Sir, our thinking has become so static that we do not like to think
for improvement.  Sir, the Mar Boats in cur rivers are there for last so
many centuries, we do not like thew to be replaced by Hovercraflt or things
likethat, For instance this ‘Dheki’ is there for the last 100 years but
nobody is thinlging to improve it. So, Sir, I must say that so far the techno-
logy and scientific development are concerned this miust be grown at the
initiative of the Goverminent, ‘Ther: fore, Sir, we are very much lagging
bihind.

Now, Sir, I will speak a few words ahout the Financial Corporation
which has been set up for helping the entreprencurs, Now I find that this
Corporation has not thought it wise o e.1courage, help and guide the local
ent-cpraneats so far. T hope, Sic, this Financial Corporation should have
liberalised the financiil conditiona d try to build up good entreprencur
in the State aod guide them properly in the field of establishment of

industries.

Lastly, [ would like to speak a few words regarding pay scales of the
ministerial officers. Sir, I have worked out certain details. I donot like
to take much time of the House by discussing all these details bl}i I
would like to mention a few points regarding the effect O.f the revised
pay scales in so far as the ‘district officer are concerned. Sir, those who
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have put 3 to 5 years ofservices they will be l)cnf;fitr:d and l‘ur lhf” nlﬂ;:;'”rlj'
for whom the Pay Committee was constituted to give them _some am }u. ek
benefit will not be benefited. But the recommendations ol the ].l:v:;
Committee have given maximum benefit to the new COmCrs, New §onse-in- } .
and brother-in-law. I would, therefore, :su_bm:t the, I'olhm;ng points ;.;ui.’(‘.l
view to gettingreply from the Finance Minister while replying to the Buige

Debate, My points are-—

; 7 . - y . g ‘hi = c
1. There is no appreciable relief to any of the members \w.flr)rlc tl}jl'
: D e ’ # e " . 1
new entrants or members putting 3/5 years’ service may get "’"“‘,"I f“‘i e
¥ . - - > - - - rE1 ’
the other few lor whose benefit the Pay Committce was formed wiil deriy

practically no benefit,

2. No scope of promotion has been provided in the Pay (““'_““'“"_"'_ih
ortas there isno policy or yvardstick provided lor the creation of superv

Re =
y he Pay Commuttee’s Report and as such no office

sory posts mentioned in t

is likely to be benefited. i : e T A
The selection grade post provided in the Upper Division scale will not be

beneficial to any of the district officers as the percentage is so low that no onc
of the officers will be entitled to a single post.

4. Scparate scales [or the post of Head Assistant of diflerent offices in
the districts have been prescribed without examining the workload and respon-
sibility attached to the post. No yardstick has been prescribed for examina-
tion of the po.t of Head Assistant, ~ There should be upward grades ol p';SL'
of Superintendent and Registrar for districc offices also in consideration ol tltt—
number of Assistant to be supervised in each office. This was rc“".ch“d“'d,})-);
the Staff Commit ee cstablished by Government under the Chairmanshi]
of the Commissioner of Division.

5. Revised pay scale of old members will result in  loss of o
emoluments if Proportional house rent is not reduced or waived and pay

range for assessment of incometax is not raised.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) : Sir, 1 wpulgl
liketiie hon. Member to refer to page 39 of the Budget Speech where the princi-
ple of fixation of pay ia the revised pay scales have been laid down. Sir, the
Siate Government employees on receipt of Rs.750 per month and below
that would get a Mminimum financial benefit ranging from 5 per cent to 10
per cent. This question was discussed in this House and it was discussed
by the Parliamentary Party and the Government had taken this decision to
remove certain misunderstandillg that nobody is going to be benefited by
the recommendations of (he Pay Committee. All the employees who are

on receipt of pay upto Rs.750 will be covered by these principles.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Sir, I am very thank(ul to the Finance
Minister and I stand rectified on this count, Another thing which i want
to know from the Finance Minister is ~about the expenditure. It is
stated that a sum of Rs.5 crores will pe spent in giving effect to the revised
scale and according to my calculation 1.0t more that Rs.l crore will be spent
for the low paid Government employees, Sir, in a socialist economy bene-
fit should come below and cannot be siapeq from top. So I would like to
know from the Finance Minister as to what amount will be spent for the

higher officers,
4 Thank you Sir,

T T —
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i i ini Finance) : Sir, only a
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, , only
3:;:111 amount will be spent for the higher officers as compared to low-

VCI‘}'
Paid Government employees.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): 541
TC2ITT. S5 0a-bb 577 FiT-3747 2[forana fas I8 Tczwew v Te ©ife «f3 w7
qucafer wqania @b AdtEtsT wfes | s I8 98 qIF-3797 B5ids
TRT F17 cwltm 2[3lF cacafy &7 Afem @ cotdts WA qifas

I3 wiw  7odtls TN wisy whRts Wl qRed 2[fS Feryefoqts |
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NI Re 937 ATed Sty w98 TS AT g @t
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(AT ATAFIR w9 |l g AT |

3 YHLI-LY BUE HiE AN
Agfitaiem  sife @IS csrdte Fg—

- “It i1s a matter of concern, however, that the priceindex in Assam
continues to be considerably higher thanin many parts of the country,
leading to the cost of living in this State being much higher.”

o

GZTBl DDO-BY BAT | CTEATA HYDLE-bR BACI (SIS I Toei—

““Like the rest of the country, Assam experienced the pressure

of increasing prices during the last two years. In 1961, the general price
w=4ndex rose by 3 per cent and more or less remained at the same Ilevel
during 1962. During this year, there has been a general trend towards

increase in prices and in the period upto August, 1963, the increase was quite
considerable.”

IlF 9% I3 JTgE SiNdthl BT @F w®edhw Ite—

“Assam as in other States, has also experienced, during the last few

years, pressure of increasing prices of both food and non-food articles.
The index number rose.*’
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o fips aatdts g AfmbEfa za Afd | 3R J0 SlLg
g s pras  File ofiwd Aa HAtfaa wiF f
SPentars wfA Gi@s  #W =5 oEaw fazbtr #faa a3 1 o Fad
:rs R EACE WFLTF‘TW Frq) AT :']E-'f%‘[;ﬁ's e CHAFIH qam  pafal

{Brpetae %A AT F peatfadfs  facats 0T |
Adjourament

The House then adjourned till 2 p.. for lunc h

Further discussion on Starred Question No. 47 dated the
1965 Re: Constitution of Inquiry Committee

gth March, ; .
to remove the difficulties of Municipal Boards

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Any hon. Me nber taking part ?

Shri DULAL CHANQRA BARUA (Jorhat) : Sir, with your
permiséion T just want to point out one t‘hmg. This morning the Finance
Minister in his reply to the question 1"cgau!mg formation of a Committce on
Municipal Boards gaid that such a Committee was constituted but in actusl
practice it is undchtOGd from reliable source that no such a Committec was
ol and P Gazette Notification was published. Even the Members

due to non-existence of Gazette Notification to the

ot vesterday :
could not meet ¥ o know why such wrong reply was given by no less a person

3 nt t e
effect, 1 wa Minister.

than the Finance
P }[R‘UDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance) : Sir, I think
?!lrldrixrcfcrring to the Question put by Shri Devendra Nath’sar::;_
Ksy rx_entcd out by the Chief Minister also this Committee was formed by
h P&g{, an, met at @ conference at Shillong in about Angust 1964
ancd it ‘:;; sup osed to sit yesterday, on (hek Sth el i SRR N e en soaivan < as s
HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamentary

. pMOINUL :
Ll 1 know 1t for a fact that the Committee sat yesterday.

Affairs) :
DIN ALI AHMED : i 2o Fliat
: FAKHRUD : : Ttis unfortunatz that the hon.
Mc'fmsbl:l should place such information  hefore the House which is
baseless.

. pU CI-_I.ANDRA BARUA : No, that is not correct, The
Shri d not sit yesterday. Though there was a suggestion like
was not constituted formally and the terms of

Committec couco mittee W
Ahat it the s aot detcrmmed. Therelore, it could not sit yesterday.. . ..
yeference WE°©

QUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, it didsit......... ol

Shri 'Molf-lf,glltf: Opposition Benches)........c.ccoormmeeree seseoe
3 AKER : Ourder, crder, What [ wantto point out

(Interruption PE
Me. D bS ;s that when a Minister makes 2 statement in th
; B ers . m the
to the t}}ll;?.shﬁ%n be taken as CULTEG rpsh dtn o e vais) (Loud interruption from
e Opposition Benchst): &

S
5.

e
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Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North) :  Evenlsf the

Minister says that the sun does not rise, shall we .t.ake that also as
CQITeCL...... .....{continued interruption from the Opposition Benches : Yes,
e 1 .

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. 'The rule is there

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : What the Minister said ~here is
totally false. We have reliable jnformation. . . ......
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : He should withdraw
that word ‘false’, Sir. It is unparliamentary. One should notshow third

grade behaviour here,......... «v.eeveeen(Interruption from Opposition
Benches).

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. 'The rule says that when
a Minister has made a statement betore the House, even if that is not
absolutely correct, it should be taken as correct and you cannot cha}lcng_c‘
it. T'hope the hon. Member will withdraw the word ‘false’ which is
unparliamentary............... (More shouts from the Opposition Benches). :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The hor. Member’s
information is incorrect. He should withdraw the word.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : The Mnister would alse
withdraw what he said. :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. I want to point out that the

word used by the hon. Member is unparliamentary and I hope h.e wonld:
withdraw that.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : But the Minister used the word
‘haseless’ and

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The word ‘baseless’ is parliamentary.
Will you kindly withdraw the word False® ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Al right, I withdraw, Sir, aﬁd
I put it as ‘bascless’ but why should he say ‘third grade bchaviour’ ? - He

should withdraw that, He himself is showing fourth grade behaviour
here.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN : Sir, we do not dispute YO“{{“‘{)‘?
but your ruling should not pe onesided. Ifyou require. one¢ hon. };L grn] r
on this side to withdraw Certain word which is unparliamentary then when
the hon. Members from the oiher side also in the heat of the r::g,oment
or in mental excitement use cerfain words which we think are unparhiamens-
tary, they shoald also Le asked to withdraw these words.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. That isall
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General discussion of the Budget
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cery  wfeA AW FRA AR | 32 wais  fezpees Land Ceiling Act
T cs afIm WiEe 73 4m MR | Gifipe g wome SifzEs 9%
Relation @ =79  IF _«ifdcs | «2fiens oEes o1z @fes B43®
e afyrzd wf @ b dfcrss ffecn cdfsrscn - Besl A==
i Ay TPUTe I TR | 9®  wigweale Implement <@ IS
cdfsaga ©a=lE  FET AT s wisae U= Ffe aicst |

catitm faea 7B TN w8—wivm oA B %, @8 e
gima  Supply 7 5 % =@ s

o cafem  «difE T am cefem  wiw wimm zm o wEw Salde
fosr Az twtwta 2w 1 fepee RIS Tawdn @y ;. Izca MEH-
CeaTisl Ofe Wit | 18 FiEed

AfEGafs @iz feafs gwa q@i9w
A fEEd v A o e ol gwl iy ww | cobice [
AT T, ASRT TS o1 weet Wiz frfmca wiag = ) sifece T8
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Shri RAM PRASAD DAS (Bijni): Mr.
our Finance Minister has placed before this Hous
next financial year at a time when our State L
difficult problems. Among all the problems,
this State is one of the most urgent problems. In re spect of food production,
Assam must attain  self-sufficiency. This will also form a part of our
defence preparations. In order to achieve self-sufficiency in food production,
Assam must take to intensive cultivation with improved methods and also
by use of fertilizers, Sir, it is heartening to noie that our Government

Deputy Speaker, Sir,
e the Budget for the
as been facing various
I feel, Sir, food problem in
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have expressed their desire to give top priority to agriculture in the 4tl
Plan. Farmers of our State are naturally of conseivative outl S
Government should adopt measures to educate our farmers bvtf)fjk.l‘ (?ur
demonstration farms where they can see and learn, and get c-u’cfitf,lb 1‘5111‘11,2
and m'spxratiou to take to improved and scientific method of é]i]d‘g'{‘n?t'm
In this connection, Sir, I like to mention also that the gra'/innu lr“.‘.alfo.“.'.
have gradually been encroached upon and arc being thrm’w{j(lb?m 1\'(;:
settlement. People of Assam are not habituated in Slél”-l-l:(:d]:“rr)l!))[("n[hcir
Fattle like the people in other States. Deterioration of cattle ?u Assam
is mainly due to mal-nourishment owing to gradual scarcity of fodder. So
Sir, I like to suggest that the existing grazing reserves in our State ,,]u,uld‘
be freed from encroachment and preserved and developed till pur people
can be taught to form the habit of stall-feeding and till fodder cultivation

is popularised amoug our pcople.

Then, Sir, I come to irrigation schemes. Our Government should take
up medium an small irrigation schemes in order to facilitate more
agricultural production. But again money spent on such projects without
proper and detailed examination results in failure. This is what happene
in the case of one irrigation projectin my constituency. The name of
the project is ‘Pakhajani’ irrigation project. Due to lack of’ proper schew¢
and farsightedness, this irrigation project has mect with totai failure. In
the meantime more than a lakh of rupees has been spent in construcs
tion of the irrigation channel and also for recurring maintenance expenditurc.
Instcad of helping increase of agricultural production, hundreds of
bighas of paddy lands have become unproductive. I request the Govern-
ment to re-examine this scheme so that the moncy spent on this schem®
may be of use for which the project was conceived.

Next I come to the P. W. D. Sir, in spite of many good achievements
by this department there has been on many occasions wastc qf pu 1"3
money by this department. I like to cite one example here. Sir, there

D. road named Abhayapuri-Lengtichinga road under B¢

is a P.W. ned 5

Abhayapuri P. W. D. Division. This road has been totally damage

during the flood three years ago and recurrence of flood every year h:s
¢ the district has been causing more and more damages ff);n a

this part O : / 2
road. There are seven bridges in total on this road. Bridges No.9, 0 el
7 have been totally damaged and approaches 10 all the seven pridg

have been washed away. Earth-work of the road has been damaged and
has not been repaired. But even when the said road is in shatthcC’
condition, 1 learn that about fourteen thousand rupees have been 530

tioned for metalling the said road and accordingly estimate was pl'Cpar(? p
tenders were called for and contractor has been appointed for supplyiPe.

for metalling such a road is sheer waste

gravels. Sir, spending money : P
money. 1 request the Government to stop this expenditurc pending
enquiry.

Sir, regarding land settlement policy, tribal ‘belts’ were constituted 0
bject of giving protection to tribal people and for

our State with the © )
e hese backward people  inhabiting within these back\w\fflaf
ow

development of the
areas. 2 But, Sir, since th‘? last 12 or 14 years, due to  the never-ending
tside this State, large number of new-comers and non-tribals
nds O

of people from Ou's :
entered these ‘belts’ or protected areas, purchased lands and thousa
tribal people lost their hearth ar.d home and were pushed out of their lan 8.

u-’l-,‘
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Sir, in  my constitacncy in the tribal ‘belt’ under Bijni Circle, about 15
thousand bighas of land belonuing to the tribal peoble have gone under
occupation of sich non-tribals.  About 25 thousand bighas of reserve
and Sarkari land also are at present under illegal occupation of
encroachers since the last 10 to 12 years. The purchased lands within the
tribal ‘belt’ are not allowed Namjari and are continuing in the ‘Gujasta’ of
old patta-holders. Thus the land-record staff could not make necessary
corrections and make the records up-to-date due to Government’s order not
to allow ‘Namjari’ of lands to new-comers and non-tribals within the
tribal ‘belt’. But again, Sir, it is seen that some of the fortunate individuals
have got ‘Namjari’ in spite of Government'’s order not to allow ‘Namjari’,
If Government desire protection and development of backward tribal
people, then Government shou'd stick to the policy of not allowing any
¢ Namjari® to new-comers and not-tribals within the specified area of tribal
‘belt’ and have taken necessary action for ousting the unauthorised occupants
from within the ‘belt’, or if Government feel that after such a long period
of permanent occupation of land by these persons, it is not physically
possible now to evict these people from their lands under occupation then
it would be proper to exclude those compact areas from tribal ‘belt’ pre-
dominantly occupied by the new-entrants and from these areas withdraw the
order which bars ‘Namjari’ to the new-comers and non-tiibals in order
to regularise and make necessary up-to-date corrections of records by the
land record stafl.

Secondly, Sir, after the abolition of the Zamindaris, Government
have introduced Chalan system for collection of land revenue in those
areas. 'This Chalan system of realising ‘he land revenue is a lengthy and
complicated system and apart from various inconveniences that public have
to face, there are some fin incial implications too. So I request the Govern-
ment to introduce receipt system of collcction of land revenue instead of
Chalan system both for convenience and financial relief to the poor tax-
payers. Here, Sir, I requestthe Government to expedite the construction
work.of the Bijni Tehsil Office building at Bijni GCircle in Kokrajhar Sub-
division because the public have to face great inconveniences due to over-
crowding and congestion duri. g the time of land revenue collection which
is being done in the present old Tehsil Office building acquired from the
Bijni Raj Estate and which is too small and inadequate to accommodate
all the employees of the Tehsil on collection duty. This fact has been

personally observed and reslised by our hon. Revenue Minister when
he visited Bijni last year.

Then, Sir, coming to industrialisation of Assam, we are given to
unde%‘stand.that. more provisions have bheen made in the coming financial
year in various industrial sectors both in (he public and private. Such
steps are too essential for economic development of an underdeveloped
State like curs. But I would request the Government to keep an c¢ye to
the proper working of the indusirieg already set u Here, Sir, I like to
mention about the affairs and mm;g{;m(ﬁu’ of t%c Mafcl; Splint Factory
at Bijni, which hasbeen set up under u’blic sector. The estimated cost
of this factory was, as far as I an ixﬁ'ormf:d Rs.1,35,000. - Though the
construction of the factory was staried in 1962 (rial ofzproduction of match
splints was given only in last Octoher, 1964. Construction of the buildings
of the factory and installation of {he machines have not yet been cim-
pleted.
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0"‘_" Extension Om?“’: Industry, from Boro-Bazar Block, has been
plaCFd in charge O_f this factory. It is understood that one retired
Engineer was put in-charge of the work of installation of this factory.
He was a Chief Inspector of Boilers who retired about six years ago,
but was brought back to service with a salary of Rs.800 for six months only
from AP”'} 1964, Obviously, it was to delay matters so that he
can continue furt‘h_er. Hg has kept his headquarters at Shillong. He
gives his kind visit to this place only once or twice a month. I am told
he has not visited this place since last November, 1964. Sccondly, another
gentleman, retired from Tata, was appointed General  Manager at a
remuneration of Rs.2.000. Heal-o kept his headquarters at Shillong and
OPIY recently, .from January last, be shifted, his headquarters to  Gauhati.
The construction works were done by contractors and were supervised by
t:hc construction Sub-Deputy Officer, Cottage Industries, (Gauhati, who
lives at a distance of more than one hundred miles from this place, and
as a result, the Manager’s quarters had to be dismantled and reconstructed
thrice, and all other constructions and installations had to be donc  alter
dismantling two times. Thus the delay in progress ot work of this project
is due to lack of proper supervision. The affairs of this Match splint
Factory do rot give an encouraging picture. Sir, I would like to request
the Government to be more particular in regard to the proper working of
the industrial projects, at least those taken up under public sector, for the
interest of industrial development of this backwark State.

S_lfs coming to the Department of Health, I would like to draw the
attention of our hon. Minister-in charge of Health, to one very important
question. That is the question of eradication of contagious diseascs and
specially of leprosy. Sir, it isa fact that this disease is much prevalent
among the tribal population of Assam. Year Lefore last also 1 discussed this
matter in this House and drew the attention of the hon. Minister qf Hfa“h
to this important problem. There should be extensive survey of thisdisease
in our State. There were some Leprosy Treatment Centres organised 1)){
non-Government organisations doing social welfare work and Governmen:
gave subsidy to these cenires. Such a ceptre exists at Namjaipara m my
constituency ; but owing to dearth of funds the said centrc has now been
closed. I would request the Government to sec that some amount 18
made available for the establishment of Leprosy Treatment Gentres where
lepers [rom the surrounding area may get treatment.

Lastly, Sir, in a backward State like Assam, Government have to make
plans and take up schemesin order to root out poverty and jgnorance and
improve conditions of hezlth and deficiency in food, improve communications
and remove other backward conditions with a view to bring about all round
development of the society so that the achievement of political freedom might
have some meaning, But this requires huge amount of money. S0 it is
quitc natural that a State like Assam, with her present limited sources of
income, should have a deficit budget, as has been presented before this FHouse
by our hon. Finance Minister. But in spitc of the deficit budget, he is
not coming up with any new taxation proposal on the already tax-burdened
people of this State. For this he deserves our congratulation. Now, the
question is how to find out the money to bridge up the gap, which has been
due to the proposals of taking up various development schemes envisaged in
the budget during the next financial year. Sir, I like to put forward a few

humble suggestions :— '

(i) Government should take immediate measures to realise the huge
amount of unrealised land-revenues which are lying in arrears.
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(it) Take immediate and eflective steps to realise lakhs and lakhs of
rupees of unrealised revenue of the Forest Department. Govern-
ment should not show any liberalism in realising these arrear dues
by granting remission or concession as these are legitimate dues of
Government revenue.

(iii) Stop wastage of money and unnecessary  expenditures in the
Public Works Department and other departments,

(iv) Take all steps to apprehend tax-evasion,
(v) Observe strict economy in administration.

However, Sir, the hon. Finance Minister in his Budget Speech has
proposed to constitute a Committee (o advise Government in the matter
ol finding out ways and means to procure money for working out the plans
and also to bridge up the deficit in the budget and it is expected that the
said Committee would be able to find out the required amount.

Thank you, Sir.

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH (Dibrugarh) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I rise to make a few observations on the budget proposals
placed before us by the hon. Finance Minister. At the outset I thank
the hon. Finance Minister for his exhaustive speech and for not coming
forward with any new proposal for taxation in spite of the fact that he
is facing a deficit in placing the budget. Sir, the lot of a _Fmemce
Minister is always unenviablc, We expect him to make provisions for
new expenditure under new heads every year, but grudge him wht_an
he comes forward with taxation measures This year we have secen, Sir,
the Finance Minister has presented a budget of deficit and therefore,
Sir, he has come with a new proposal to constitute a Committee to
advise Government in the matter of finding out ways and means to
workj out the plan and also to bridge up the deficit in budget. At present
we have found that expenditures in almost all the departments had
gone up. The expenditure of administration has gone up, departments
have been increased and officers have increased and I hope, Sir, thes_f:
things will also be taken into consideration in minimising the expe_ndl-
ture and this should be iacluded also in the purview of the Commitiee
which our Finance Minister has in mind.

The hon. Finance Minister in his Budget Speech has mentioned that we
should make a concerted effor: to slop wastage in administration. I hope
this Committee will go into these details also and advise Government
accordingly. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we should move the Finance
Commission constituted "under Article 280 of the Constitution that
Assam’s case should be Specially considered because Assam is 2 _back-
ward State and a problem State and I hope our Government W.lll _be
able to convince the Centre gq that the Finance Commission does justice
to Assam’s case. Then, Sjr, coming to the plan expenditure, the ]?'mancc
Minister in his speech has stated” that our achievement in keeping up
the tempo of expenditure is really creditable. We have, according to
him, already spent 596 per cent R el alloc_atm_n of the plan
and by theend of the third plan, he says that Assam will spend 127-7
per cent of the original plan allocation, In this connection, Sir, T

L]
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would like to mention that keeping the tempo of expenditure, o o

is. quite good ; bu. at the same time we should be able to ‘Yurse,

public that this tempo of expenditure has also resulted in Consequengjal
= 14

progress of the country. He has also given us a brochure Spagntial
Third Plan Achievements and Programmes for 1965 66", By , ol of
glance at the booklet I have not heen able to find that there lwiii::'l
information giving us a clear picture as to what progress we haye o (i{
in different directions I)Y mﬂking increased c_\;pe“d”urt_ Thie I)“”:l(.(.
simply details the expenditure incurred under diflerent heads; |, " .
should be able to tell the people that by spendinz more on agriculy e we
have been able to produce so much more food, we should be able I:C,
tell the people that by spending more under the head Fishery we }ia‘-c-
been able to increase the fish supply. kvery year we have to imp“'”
fish from Pakistan and spend valuable foreign exchange. We ghioirtd
be able to tell the people that by increasing the expenditure o agri-
culture, on fishery we have been able to put a stop to the import of fish.
Similarly we should be able to tell the people that our agricyltyral
production has increased. Theretore, T hope, 1n fature the Gove, Nment
will give us more details about the results of the increased tempo of

expenditure.

Then, Sir, I should mention another thing. ‘I am constraine| 1,
mention about it for which I hope the Finance Minister will excuse me,
In page 29 under the head ‘Essential Supplies’ at paragraph 36 j¢ has
been stated that theiice position has not been as balas insome other
regious of the country. It has been stated how much we have procured
this time, what is our position, how much we have taken from the Ceniyal
Government, and how much we have given to the ncnghb(_;urmg States.
If somebody who was not in Assam—supposc I was not“n'] As_sam last
year, suppose I was outside India—I do not know.thc position in Assam
last year.—from page 29, paragraph 36, my impression would have heen
that ~ there was no difficulty in Assam, 7This does not give a correct

I remember, during the last decade, last year was the

icture. So far as : % :
gnly year when rice shortage began as early as April. Since April (here
hortage of rice in the towns aand villages. There was no rice

s

‘ifvnaihaf.:c,‘gaeir-pricc Shops and Ration Shops in spite of what has been writgen
here. ~ Acute distress was felt by all people. W? as legislators  fet
guilty. People were telling us, ¢We cannot get rice’. I still remember
Tn the month of May people coming and telling us, ‘We cannot get rice.’
Having read this paragraph we have not heen abl: 10 get a correct
picture becausc 1t shows th.at we have procured sufficient rice to meet the
requirements of the State without asking for Central assistance except for
obtaining & SPCC‘al, allotment of only 8,000 tonnes of rice to meet the
additional rice reguirement for the refugees from East Pakistan, And what
is more, Sir, WE have exported 20,000 tonnes of rice to our neighbouring

This shows that we had sufficient stock of rice but that was not

State.

actually s0-
ir, I will mention about indusirial production.” As regards

Sir, ¢ . Ty
s du;]ggzl?’ productlon our F mtal;cle Minister has said that the tempo has not
Bectilant. We have onfo}ir ables areport of the Assam Gas Company
bamient e ment of Assam undertaking. I have gone . through the
L, d.1 find - that the. report ends with a note of pessimism, The

; rospects of supplying gas to the industrial undertak-

report an e e
r i s that. . . ) ?
LepoLL saye o ar future are 0ot bright. " I'think the Industrics Department
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which is under the able stewardship of Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi
should be more alert in its functioning. Sir, in Duliajan and Naharkatiya
gas worth crores of rupees is going waste. 1 have been told by a high
officer that gas worth crores of rupees has been wasted because we have
not been able to harness it to our advantage. I hope our Industries
Minister will take this into consideration, that is, that the Assam Gas Co.

Ltd. comes to function, so that next time in the report we will not have
to find a note of discomfiture.

Sir, I shall be failing in my duty if I do not mention about the
National High Way. Of course, mv friend Shri Radhakishen Khemka has
already mentioned about it. The National High Way (N. H. 38) from
Makum to Digboi last vear in the month of August was in such a ~condi-
tion that my friend Sbri Dwijésh Deb Sarma who represents Digboi in
sheer despair had to send a telegram to Shillong stating that the state of affairs
led one to believe that Public Works Department was non-existent. Sir,
on the National High Way, on the approach to the oi! town there formed
a big pond. Cars could not pass. The A.O.C. people directed the public
to take another route, their own road, via Duliajan, which mean a dis-
tance of about 16 to 20 miles. Similar was the case of the other portion -
of the National High Way between Dibrugarh and Tinsukia. Even on the
8th cr 9th of February this year, a portion near Dikom was impassable.
There was heavy rain on the night of 7th. On the morning of 8th cars
were stuck up. No cars could pass. Of course, Sir, recently I have seen
some collection of materials. T hope, collection of materials will be done
expeditiously and this portion of the National High way is made service-
able.

Then again, Sir, in Dibrugarh area we have not yet been able to make
rehabilitation of the erosion and flood affected people. This is a very im-
portant problem hanging on us since last part of 1960. I would draw the
attention of the Government more particularly to the flood and erosion
affected people of Dibrugarh side. T hope necessary steps would be taken
to rehabilitate these unfortunate people at an early date. Sir, these people
are going for a long time without land, without agriculture and they ares
facing a series of difficulties.

Lastly coming to the measures taken for the protection of Dibrugarh
which has been greatly affected by erasion and flood, I am glad that Govern-
ment, - I'lood Control Board and Flood Control Department are taking
necessary measures for protecting it. I must say that last year works for
construction and revetment were completed in record time., This year also
they propose to construct more spurs. I draw the attention of the hon.
Minister for I'lood Control to see that the timber piles required for thc pur-
pose are colle_cted In time so that the spurs can be completed before
monsoon scits 11m.

With these few words, I conclude my speech.

Shri' MOLIA' TANTI (Doom~ Deoosna): Il Ot
qegtr, AT 7S TE TRwen  fidsm ssee-we B Ied ife #fee,
SiF Afg (IrdeF  ATE emiE | «g  aicgbe  a owl wifE
FCRE (T LTS UTHReE womw w9 Fisad e U c4ten qE—
SiE  Altd csedeT MR warE | wiw (@fg efE At ®Ted 3y
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[EFIT T2 Aw g gamwl w9 AR 9w eI wie
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue) :
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Shri RAM PRASAD CHOUBEY (Lakhipur): Mr. Deputy S peakeT’s
Qir, First of all I offer my hearty thanks to the Finance Minister for his
fulfledged and reasonable Budget Speech.

Now, Sir, I would like to say something about 1y constituency }Cf:(é
the Cachar district. As far back as 1952 about ten thousand ]labourers “but
retrenched and since then I have been raising this question in the Holt\x/‘IS_C,] b
nothing has been done up-till now. At one stage, Sir, the Chief D -“-qtion
wanted to sit with the Revenue Minister to disucss about the .rchabxlm 5
of these retrenched labourers, but it has not been possible up-till nowi. e 4
we are rehabilitating thousands-of people migrating from Pakistan PU i
have not been able to do anything for these retrenched and wretched laboure
This is Very regrettable. So I would again appeal to the Chief Mvmstc‘lﬂmd
take up the matter without delay and devise a scheme, so that the retren
labourers can be rehabilitated.

ict of Cachal, it 18 l;ti:
Joyment Of ¢
f agricultur&

Sir, about the employment situation in the distr
coming grave year after year without any possibility of emp
ployment avenues with no industries and very little expansion ©

Sir, the question of setting up of a paper mill has been pending . 15?:2 :
long time without any progress. But now we -can hope SOf_’-’“’a‘thlng B raw
€entral team came and investigated and found the availability of somc o
materials and the mill may be set up now. 1 would request our Gave
ment to take every St€p, o that the mill comesinto being.

Abont the sugar mill question, Sir, it is also heard from long time and
is still pending that a sugar mill in the district of -Cachar would be set up:
put nothing has been done up-till now. 1 have also heard that the Centra

team which came here have found some possibility of good quality §ugarcane
is to the notice of the

here, Hence I would request GOVe}'nment to bring.thi
Central Government to grant permit as soon as possible and they should take

every step, so that it may come into reality.
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Another thing, Sir, the Tea Gardens in Cachar district are in very sorry
state. Most of the gardens are superannuated with low yield and there isno
re-planiation activity up-till now. It was reconmended by the Menon Com-
mission about 10 years ago that re-plantation in this districtis most impor-
tant and emergent. But, nothing has been done up-till now. I have also
heard that Government of India has given sufficient fund to the Tea Board
to take some programme, to take the replantation scheme. But the Tea
Board up-till now has not been able to take u p any sizeable programme and
there is no benefit done up-till now. 1hisis most regrettable, This is the
only industry inthe Cachar district that is going to be ruined in this way.
Sir, for this reason, I would request our Government to take some steps so
that the Tea Board and the Government of India, both, may come forward
with a plan of large-scale re-plantation programme and save the only industry
in the district of Cachar, Another thing, Sir, about the transport to Cachar.
It 1s also a problem, the transport is very inadequate and the Railway 1 e,
the Hills Railways are also quite inadequate. So, the strength and capacity
ol this transport should be increased and the road from Silchar to Shillong and
Lumding should be surfaced so that all-weather communication from Silchar
to Shillong and with the rest of Assam may be maintaired. Another thing,
the Karimganj Steamer-ghat, Sir, is being eroded whick is very unfortunate. I
would request our Government to take a programme of a Port there so that
the communication and steamer services from Calcutta to Cachar may be
maintained. Amongst other things, Sir, I can say that the problem of re-
habilitation of the retrenched labourers has become very serious day by day
and our Chief Minister should kindly take this matter as a very urgent one
and do something towards this end so that this problem may be solved.
With these few words, Sir, I conclude.

Shri ABU NASAR Md. OHID (Rupohihat) : it =i
qezten, ST e T4 e awae R et gemifie sz SR
A (TEST AR gAiTm | Wi gt wdeates wiw [fer
T TSl fRERd ote frm tam wie o BRL @UCE ¥ AR
MYZT W T T 77 o rded g | @R SEIRES
o qfs Ateb At o wifers s @R Tmcm WiE ARG | Sors
T T qgm wim ffery siferm T ot B SIS
AT A e weifrs wie cert crae [ csiem arend {E
TECT AT, A wifrr el s zm s wiie e TECE S
AR AT TR cwlom wewitm cobrew @dee Gy wEEca
M IS oaontn | Wiy s diser ede  Fe-SipAd. ©F
5O AN AFTe—siTei 4w catgte wfs oqq afe oleREiE AT
@ SRtT «ff 7% ficdns  FfE oS wfaqea ealSeg | AZ0e SHE
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11 9Isd AW '
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Mx: DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, the hon. Member from Katlicherra.

~ Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): Mr. Deputly Speaker,
Sir, I rise to congratulate the Finance Minister for presentation of the
budget for tl}e year 1965-66. Sir, the budget which has been presented to
us is a deficitone. It is a deficit budget by Rs.3 crores 67 thousand and
this figure may also exceed ultimately if other expenditures are taken over.
But in spite of that the hon. Finance Minister has not suggested any
new proposal for taxation on the people. Sir, though our budget is a
deficit one, we should not be afraid of that because I think our State
is really passing over from a Police State to a Welfare State with various
developmental works and hence the deficit is a natural one and may be met
by other avenues. Sir, without going into the details of the budget I like to
make some observations here and there. Here, Sir, I would like to mention
about the acute rising prices of essential commodities of daily life. Wherever
we go people accuse us because of the high prices of commodities, of daily
necessaries and also  the non-availability of such commodities. Sir, the
high  prices should be arrested any how to save the people from
starvation and half fed condition. So, at any cost the Government should
check the high prices and make the commodities of daily necessaries
available. Sir, I am glad that various attempts are being made for
increasing the agricultural production of our country. Our country 1s an
agricultural country and ‘increased agricultural production will improve
economy of the people. Sir, the district of Cachar has been taken under
the Package Programme and various schemes are being executed through
Anchalik Panchayais. The Package Programme has not provided any
marketing facility of production as yet and this should be done. Sir,
the Mohkuma Parishad on Subdivisional level is a supreme body in the
Panchayat Raj. But it has been kept.in dark as regards Package Programme
in the district. The Mohkuma Parishads should know what is happening
in its jurisdiction especially in regard to the production schemes of Package
Programme. Sir, the Package Programme is a big programme for the
increase of agricultural and other production and hence co-operation of.
l\flohkyma Parishads is necessary. 34
Sir, next I would like to speak a few words about labour wages. Siry
Government as well as labour organisations are trying to increase the labour
wages but at the same time the managements have taken other means to save
money. _Sir, the majority of the workers .in . the tea-gardens cannot
carn the minimum wages due to change in the standard of work. So,
what tl_le managements nght to have paid as wage bill to the labour_er-s
under increased minimum wages are not being paid and thus they are trying
to keep the wage bill as before. Another thing, Sir, in many gardens the
managements have started retrenchment very ta:ctfully so that nobody can
imagine that any Person is being t}n‘own out of perlnancnt emplqymcnt.
They have taken to the practice of employing more casual labourersin place
of the permanent labourers tg save money in various items. Sir, recently
there have been two interim wage increases of the tea labourers. But I think
the workers have not been benefited by this interim wage relief for the
reasons mentioned by me and thys the ‘policy of increasing the wages to
the working class are becoming failures in practice. Sir, my friend, Dr. Ram
Prasad Choubey, has already stated in this House that a large number of
people, about 10,000, were retrenched in the tea gardens of Cachar in the
year 1952-53. The Union representatives approached from door to door
requesting the Government to rehabilitate these retrenched people ; but you

will be surprised, Sir, to hear that up till now nothing has been done for
these distressed people.
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Sir, the tea labourers are very backward specially in education_as
well as in other respects. Now-a-days some persons are reading and coming
out with education, but they are not getting any scope for employment.
The managements of tca gardens in majority are quite indifferent towards
the boys and girls of the tea labourers to employ them in their concerns
because they do not appreciate their employment in tea gardens. So, Sir,
they are to depend on employment under the Government ; but in that
case also, Sir, they cannot compete with the other sections of the candidates.
So, my request to the Government is to make provision for special treatment

of tea garden and ex-tea garden candidates in Government services or
the educated

n whatcvc:: manner thie Government thinks best so that

people coming from the tea guidcns can also be provided according to
their qualifications and we can build up an ideal socicty taking all sections
of the people on the same level. Sir, the unemployment problem has been
acute everywhere specially in the tea gardens in Cachar which have
got surplus labour. Unemployment, according to mc¢, we can solve to
a greater extent if we can establish industries—big, medium and small.
}Jncmployment of agricultural labour is also big. So, according to me,
].f we set up more industries we can employ more and more persons
for improving the economic condition of the people.

Sir, then I come to the Panchayati Raj of the State. In the tea
gardens qnd the Forest villages Gaon Panchayats have not been formed.
Thus a discrimination has been made depriving thesc arcas from getting
the benefit from Panchayati Raj. The facilities which have been given by
the Government have not reached these people as therc is no Gaon Pan-
chayat. -The arcas have been represented by members nom_matcd by the
Government ; but this simply cannot serve the purpose until and unless
Government hold elections and form Gaon Panchayat. The nominations
also, Sir, in the Silchar Subdivision, I have seen, have not been made pro-
perly, i.e., with people of representative character in many cascs. So, I would
specially request the Government to remove this discontent amobng the tea
labourers and also to take nccessary steps so that Goan Panchayats are
formed in the tea gardens and Forest villages. Sir, Forest villages are
being administered under the Forest Manual of 1872. There the people
can be evicted at any time. They cannot seek justice in & Court of Law
and apart from that, Sir, they are harassed in various ways by the
I would, therefore, request the Government tO amend the law

hat they could

officers.

to bring these people to the level of other people so t .

feel that they are also on the march to develop our country along with
Sir, in Hailakandi Sub-

the other sections of the people in the society. 2 oty
division there are a good number of tribal people. They live in the
ing their days in

hilly areas mostly with the homestead land and are passing I
extreme poverty. I would, therefore, request the Government to rehabi-
litate these people by giving them lands or by taking up industrial
programmes—cottage Industries and the like for these people.

me to the road communication. In our Hailakandi
you will find only one main road, that
is, Hailakandi-Katlicherra-Gharmura road. It has got very heavy traffic.
The road has turned 8O bad and is so deteriorating day by day that
it has become quite difficult to pass over it with a motor vehicle.

Sir, next I co
Subdivision, if you go there,

Government for black-topping of this particular

Sir, I request the ; :
main road in  the whole Subdivision.

road, which is the only

jL y o= =D e R I b
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Then, T would bring to the natice of the Go
Road. 7Thisroad is practically the lifeline of th
Cachar but the whole of the State and the adj ining areas of the district of
Cachar. The road is still narrow and uneven and in rainy season passengers

are held up very often. Sir, this road should pbe widened and black-topped
as early as possible to make it an all weather road,

vernment the Jowai-Badarpur
¢ district of.-Cachar - not only

Sir, next I would like to speak a few words ab
Drainage Department in the Hailakandi Subdivision, In this sphere the
Hailakandi Subdivision is lagging far behind. In this Subdivision with the ex-
ception of Bakri-Howar, which falls in the constituency of my friend Moulana
Abdul Jalil Chowdhury, very few schemes have been taken. There are
some schemes submitted to the Government and many of these projects have
not yet been investigated. I shall réquest the Government to complete
investigation for ecarly measures of flood control there, considering specially
the fact that Hailakandi produces a good quantity of paddy and other crops.

out the Embankment and

Sir, we are fighting for integrity and unity of ouy country, Wherever
we go we speak about integrity and unity, In thig critical juncture of our
country when this State of ours is threatened by China bovder trouble, East
Pakistan border trouble and Naga trouble, etc., and the Ghina-Pakistan align-
ment, all of us should have one Voice of unity, integrity and solidarity, but
what do we find in our State, especielly in Qachar district? We find that
disunity and disintegrity are increasing day by day. Why this is happening?

I hope . Government would “enquiresrite 1t and bring forth remedies of this
vnhappy situation, i

My, DEPUTY SPEAKER : Your time is up.

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY: I have
points but some minoy points h
few words, I conclude my speecl

practically finished the main
ave remained,  As my time is up, with these
i
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Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 a.s1, on Wedaesday, the 10th
March, 1965.
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, Secretary,
The 29th October, 1965 | Assam Legislative Assembly,

 AGP (LA) 277/65—90==3-11-65







