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Proceedings of the Fifth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Asscmbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,

ISR R Y

at 10 A v, on Tuesdav, the 24th Februacy, 1939,
P RESE N TS

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah noa., LL.B8.. .\‘l\(‘.ll\('l' in the Chair,
the nine Ministers,  three Deputy Ministers and seventy -one

Mcembers.,

Oath of allegiance
Ihe followig hon. Member was sworn inc:
. Maulavi Tajuddin Ahmed.

R+ : Deputation of refugees

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Sir, we
have been intormed that some refugees {rom all over the State
have come here to meet the Chiet Minister.  Mav 1 request
the Chicl Minister, throuch vou, Sir, to meet g (l(:pul:ltion of
these refugees and to hear their UrICVANees.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1t is for the Chief Minister to decide.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :
Mi. Speaker, Sir, I never refuse any deputation at any  time.
This time also by proper appointment | will certainly meet
them, but I do not like to disturb the business of the House in
any way,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I mecan, after the
business of the House is over.,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : By proper appoint-
ment I will certainly mect them,

Mr. SPEAKER : The Governor is arriving here at 10-15
AM. Hon, Members will please remain  in their seats. In the
mean time the copics ol his Address will be distributed.

(The Speaker, (he Deputy Speaker and the Secretary,
Legislative Assembly then went out to receive the Governor.

The Gpvernor entered in the Chamber in Procession and
delivered his specch).



? ADDRESS BY THE GOVERNOR (2411t Fen,
Address by the Governor (Shri Saiyid Fazl Al)

MR. SPEAKER AnD Hon'BLE MEMBERS, | |

[ am glad to have this occauon again for mecting this
august Assermnmbly and reviewing the :.)1.,4,]J ms that my Governs
ment have had l'u face during the prast veat and the outlook

and programme for the next year.

9 'I'll(: pPast vear has been characten e by unpre« r«lrllt(‘d
vi()lc:n( & Ak ;1gg|‘f'3;;i*’“ b Pk Lt 1t sceveral '”r“."" (§15] th(‘
Assam-Fast  Pakistan borders Ths  wmber T g
incidents of 4] (1‘_“(.]”,“”:! !“I"':‘“-f‘l during 1958 was 171 as
(Zf)lllliiirffl’l to 36 in 1957 The f1ringe O '.'ill“ border took Pl'.‘\('(‘
fl'()lll -'Viur(;h to J\”””_"l 1958, ._.,j:]. illlr-l-ullll,-nl ]nlls‘ coverimg
wide areas in ll“‘_‘ (f;ulhtl"s‘-'“i"[ border and al<o the Arcas
near Dsisels. The rsralisnpad and heavy firing caused a mlmh-t‘r-
of casualties among the civilian IJtalJlll.lliHll, ceriain amount ol
evacuation from threatened arcas and widespread  dislocauon
to llll‘ "»('Ull(ill'li(i lifl' “! the l,‘,,(lf‘[ IH'UIch-_ .\1\ (;n\'(-lllll!('llf
(‘.Xt(tllflf:d relief in all ;{t"\r'l"-‘ill", cases illtlllllilli_f the cvacuets
from the village of Tukergram overrun by the Pakistanis in
.’\llgllﬂl 1938 W e le';i' areas  Were visited l)\ the Chiefl

nister an| other Ministers and  duoring  my  recent  wvisje to
Cachar district, T also had the opportunity of visiting  some of
these places.  Public morale has been  maintained by the
defence Put up by our border sccurity  police and the relief
measures taken up by Government.

. 3. Consistent with our national policy of settlement of
di-putes through peaceful  necotiations, our Prime  Miniscer
met ti‘l(: then Piime Minister of Paklitan between 9th and
1ith September 1958, and signed the Nehru-Noon pact.  In
pUFSu'a_.n(;f., of this agreement, the demarcation of the border 1n
the Piyain river sector on the United Khasi-Jaintia  Hills.
Sylhet border and the Surma river sector in Cachar, was  taken
up and has made considerable progress.  Pakistan  also  drop-
pf:d their claim on the Bll“l?l!-i“”j‘;“'C'cl- The evacuation of
'luk(:l"grfim village by Pakistan was linked up with the solution
of the difficultics in  the Patharia Reserve Forest arca which
was to be discussed by the Conscervators of LForests and the
Chief Sccretaries of Bast Pakistan and Assam. A meeting
between the Conservators of Forests took place in Sylhet in
Nevember 1958, at which no agreement could be arrived at.
The Chief Secretary of East Pakistan was requested in  Decem-
ber 1958, to arrange a meeting for the next stage of discussion
between the Chief Secretaries of Assam and East Pakistan,

I‘l
S o )
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but so far, no reply has been received from the East Pakistan
Government.

4. The expectation that the Nehru-Noon agreement would
put an cnd to troubles on the border has unfortunatcly been
behed. Since that agreement, there have been  fresh mstances
of aggressive acuvitics by Pakistan and firing on the border.
From November to December 1958, Pakistani firing was direct-
ed a_;:.lin},l our cultivators 1n the “.lj\;li and Bhn].ll)ft&l arcas of
United Khasi-Jaintua Hills, as a result of which, a number of
cultivators therc were prevented from harvesting the paddy
crop grown by them and part of the paddy crop was set fire
to by the Pakistanis. In the Patharia Reserve Forest, firing
continued for several days in January last.  Firing there was
resumed on 0th February and spread to different areas on the
Cachar border upto Sutarkand: arca. Negotiations are in pros
gress for putting an end to the firing.  Pakistani firing also took
place and lasted for about a wecek near Baghmara on the Garo
Hills border where there has been no trouble in the past and
the border is fully demarcated. My Government are greatly
concerned with the continuous trouble on the border and have
taken necessary mecasurcs for the defence of Indian territory
and the security of our nationals, in addition to extending
relief to the victims of border firing wherever necessary. At
the same time, they have always been prepared to discuss and
solve peacefully outstanding disputes to find a satisfactory and
stable solution of border troubles.

5. I mentioned in my address last year that border trade
had been brought to a standstill by the so-called ‘operation
closed door’ started by Pakistan Government by posting regular
troops on the border. Since the establishment of martial law
in Pakistan, these operations have been intensified with various
restrictions and oppressive measures  adopted against the
civilians across the border, resulting in a total stoppage of
border trade and conscquent economic distress to our popula-
tion on the border. My Government initiated a move to have
a meeting between the Chiel Secrctaries of Assam, West Bengal
and East Pakistan to discuss measures for the resumption of
border trade according to the trade agreement between India
and Pakistan, but have recently been intormed by East Paki-
stan Government that no useful purpose will be served by hold-
ing such a meeting as the trade agreement and border trade
are due to be discussed at the Central Government level.

6. Minor raids by Naga hostiles in the bordering areas of
Sibsagar district and United Mikir and North Cachar Hills
continucd, but in view of the Stl‘ingent prccautionary measures
taken, there was no serious trouble. The police had two
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successful encounter. witly the .0l vorr th IHE
during the course of one  of i thre top-ran) N.aga
hostiles returning from Pakistan were arrestedd | & dead firmly
and eflfcctively with the problem creat c Naea hostile the
Assam Disturbed Arcas and the Arined Forces Soedial  Powers
Act were extended to the afiected a4y n the Styte and secus
rity arrangements wete tivhtened up tYixs measiires  uol

succeeded in preventing a; v farilver oy
Naga hostiles.

Since the address was prepared and sent to Pre v, an unfors
tunate raid I’}' Naga hostiles b been reported from the Stb-

sagar district.  On the evening of 20th February, about 39
Naga hostiles raided the N vanka and Nagimnan lTea BEstates
in Titabar Police Station of  Si district, Two iwonsel
Jabourers were shot dexd and 5 injured in the Nagajanka

garden.  Some shops were looted and 2 puns of Libourers were
also taken away. I Naginijan, 2 Marwari shops,  the liquor

511”1’ and somec "']“'l"!afn;) i the bazaar were looted  but no

onc was }(1”((! or i“i'“""!. The Armed l’fjllt,(‘ rushed Lo (llt‘
areas and all the border outposts have been  alerted.

7. The troublesome '-il!.l:xlinn on the burders have imlnm'(l
a (‘.r)nh‘i(](fl’a])]c stramm on our [;nii( ¢ force, Do 1al attention has
been  given by my Government 1o strengthen  the Lhorpder
security force. It has also been decided to improve the  ragion
scales of the Armed Poltce SHntialiots (:Ilf.'}l.i,.‘l in  border
sccurity_ and allied duties,  The Villiage Delence Organisations
are taklnz{ il‘llf‘l:(:."t 1n social welfare work in addition to p.lll'nl'
ling and detection and prevention of crime. They have given
COHSIdel“ab‘lc help and co-opcration to the police in their n(';rmal
sphere of  work. Measures for improvement ol various
branches of the Police are receiving attention and oflicers and

men are being trained in djffor SO Pl . . :
: i aine cifferent institutions in the  subject of
Traffic Control )

Police O » Crime (1(':l.(:cti()n, cte. A conference of senior
e teers was held in October 1958, which considered
aspects of police work and reorganisation of the

Departrrient to r_n.akc it betier cquipped to meet present day
needs. The provision of

: 51 csidential accommodation to Police

Ee.rsonnc'l 18 recelving attention. Fire Brigade stations are

eing set up at dlﬂ(’,l“-cnt pl';l(tes to mecet CHCCUVL]y the situation

caused by fire breaking out in bazaars and congested urban
areas.

8. The food situation in Assam

not been satisfactory, A prolong
cultivation scason ol the winter ¢rop and unprecedented damage
of the Ahu crop by rice bugs in several surplus districts created
relative shortage of supply which was further aggravated by

in the past year has
cd spell of drought during the
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stoppage ol ts of rice from  other States. Conse-
quently the pri mamntuned @ high level., Government of
Indhia pplicd 50,000 tons of rice and 67,000 tons of wheat and
the S Government butlt up a butier stock of 8,48.000 maunds
O] ;s.z-!.-".x Dy ternal prog urcment, Rice was distributed
through o large number of fair price shops opened in all districts
ol the State along with Ata from imported wheat in the urban
area.  These measures staved oll undue distress.  The new crop
wis, however, much better than in the past vear and with its

arrival in the market the price of rice has come down to an

appree 1able « nient., |\E'-I:i3‘l!iinl! lill'uuuh l‘;;i]‘ ]n'i(‘v S]lO]l\‘ has
become unnccesary  except in the border arcas of the hill
chstricts.  In the current vear. it has been decided to control
the wholesale rice zr.n?rcrtiiw'ii\ri}‘ and alko to build up a bufler
stock ot 20,00,000 maunds  of paddy through Government
procurcment. 1t 1s hoped that release ot these stocks during

the lean months  would help in Mmaintaining the stability of
market prices and meet any cmergency,

9. The ditheult food situation in the country as a whole

has necessitated a continuons review by my Government of the
agric ltaral programmes imcluded in the Five-Year Plan and
intensification of measures to fulfil the food production targets.
To stimulate food production ..1 sum of [{5'30‘00,000 was
distributed as short term loans bv the Agriculture l)(;[):ll‘tlll(‘llt
at the close of 1957.58.  In 1958-59 thvl(‘.n-nhvr;ttivc Depart-
ment have a programme 1o issue Rs.1,50,00,000 as short® term
loans.  Steps have been taken to co-ordinate and integrate the
il‘l'igllii““ works  executed ]i_\' various -l)t‘])&ll'tlnt‘i]ts. The
stabilisation  of aericulture through improved drainage and
provision of flood irrication through sluice gates, ete.. in the
embankments already completed or undey Constructien dsrecuint
g attention.  The importance of soil conservation has been
fully appreciated by my Government who have decided to form
a scparate Directorate for soil conservation for the State jnclud-
ing N. . 1. A, Production targets are being broken up district,
block and flicldwise for more cllective  fulfilment. My Govern-
ment believe that It is ultimately (e actual tillers who can
c(.)ntrlb'ui(‘ to the mprovement of agriculture. At present the
discussions for improvement for agricultural practices have not
reached the actual tillers to the fullest extent. The Govern-
ment have, therefore, decided that the actual tillers should be
organiscd ficldwise under Field Management Committees. On
the administrative side, some of (he recommendations made by
the Estimates Committee of this House for strengthening and
revitalising the Agriculiure Department have been implemented.
Other recommendations are being examined along with the
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recommendations made by the Nalagarh Committee. It has
been decided to raise the pay scales of Agricnltural and Veteri-
nary Department Officers  as suggested by the Nalagarh
Committee.

10. In the sphere of land reform, all the Zanundary Lstates
in Goalpara district have been acquired  Ad quisition has also
made progress in Garo Hills and Cachar. | he Assam Fixauon
of (.Iciling of Land Holdings Act, 1956, was brought into force
on 15th February 1958. The Assam Hindu Rehgious Endow-
ment Bill which was introduced in the last Budget Session had
to be withdrawn and a new Bill for ac (e ition of land belong-
ing to religious and charitable institutions of a4 public nature 1s
likely to be considered by you in this Session.  After the passing
of this legislative measure, onlv one additonal piece of legisla-
tion about consolidation of holdines will be necessary to
complete legislation regarding land reforms to meet  the recom-
mendations of the Planning Commission. My Government
hope to introduce this legislation during the year 1959. It 1s
the intention of my Government to implement expeditiously the
land reform measures and for that purposc, it has been decided
that additional officers should be posted at the district head-

uarters to start with, to assist the Deputy Commissioners in
31is matter. The land scttlement policy of Government was
published in the Resolution, dated the 25th September 1958,
according to which all annual lands are to be converted into
periodic wherever the conditions laid down in the Land Records
Manual are fulfilled. Loans from Government and Co-opera-
tive Societies on the security of annually held land has been
made possible. The settlement of waste land will ordinarily be
made with the co-operatives of farmers, and displaced persons
who have been placed in the same catcgory as others for the
purpose of settlement. My Government is also taking mca-
sures to check encroachment on grazing and other reserves and
evict encroachers. For the purpose of providing land to the
landless cultivators Government are examining the question
how much surplus lands which are under settlement with the
tea gardens can be made available for the landless cultivators.
Government have requested the Industry to relinquish  surplus
Jands and have been assured of co-operation in this behalf.
Government expect that the Industry would release such
surplus lands before long.

11. My Goyernmcnt are cxamjning the grievances and
difficulties experienced by Forest Villagers and intend taking
necessary ACasUures for the amelioration of their condition

without affecting the forest reserves.
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12. A State Industrial Development Conference convened
in July 1958 was attended by industrialists from all over India
and the keen interest aroused in the industrial circles, as a
result, is expected to give substantial fillip to industrial develop-
ment of the State. Members of this House are aware that
the Government of India with the collaboration of the Burma
Oil Company and Assam Ojl Company have formed a Company
called Oil India Private Limited for extraction of crude oil from
the Assam fields. The Company has since been registered.
For processing of the crude oil, another Company—Indian
Oil Refineries Private Limited has  been  set up. It is expected
that the Government of India will soon take a final decision
regarding the selection of a site for the establishment of the
Oil Refinery in Assam.  The Government of India has also
decided to set up a committee 1o consider the utilisation of
natural gas produced in Assam.

13. The Assam Co-operative Sugar Mill has gone into
production. Licences for setting up of q re-rolling mill and a
bicycle factory in Assam have been granted. Licence for a
Galvanised lronand Wire .\l.llll}i:lt‘llll‘illg plant is expected to
be granted soon. Licences for setting up of a Paper Pulp Mill
and a few Flour Mill have already  been eranted. Arrange-
ments for purchase of .\l.u‘hinvry for the Spt‘m Silk Mill in the
public sector are being finalised. My Government have decided
to participate in the share capital of Assam Cements Limited
who have been  given a licence for setting up a factory at
Cherrapunji.  Construction work has began. A Techno-
economic  Survey of Assam is about to be undertaken by the
National Coum‘i‘l of  Applied Economic Research, the result of
which will be of great assistance to the industrialists  wishing
to set up industrial units in Assam, The Financial lorporation
has disbursed over Rs.83.00.000 since its inception, to various
industrial concerns. The pilot pProject for ﬁnal,lcinq small
scale industries started by  the State Bank of India will
in co-ordination with the Assam Financjal Corporation and the
Assam Co-operative Apex Bank Litd. also stimulate the setting up
of industrics in the State. My Go\'crnmcm, however, feel con-
cerned at the slow Progress of capital formation in the State
which ha_s been unsatistactory in (he private as well as the
co-operative sectors. They hope  tha: the importance of
this problem will be generally realised by the people as a
whole and that the people would co-operate by = saving and
making Investment for the industrial development of the State.

14. Progress is being achieved in Sericulture, Weaving and
other cottage and village industries. My Government fecl that
besides other things, these industries could be best assisted by
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Ol‘gulliSillLﬂ elfficient lll.ll';a.("ii"li‘,' of theu o1 it I o Lt
purpose it has been :_I(:t_ulwl o reorgantse  the maiheting olinis
sation by introducing commercial svatens o manageinent
through a corporation and  building up  of & stron 'i”,.il.la
emporium. [t is also the ntention of iy Governaneni to I Ip
the State Khadi and Village Industrics Board far nnpleanenta-
tion of the recommendations of  the comunite prgrontatodd Ly the
Khadi Commission, 50 that there can be greater espansaon ol

Khadi and Village Industrics worl

15. Power development s an pmportant  lactor for the
industrialisation of Assam. ‘To conwlidate the tapil powel
development made in recent years thaough  cettimg up ol

several State undertakines  and o

jrasinion i1 caprintvmion
of private undertakings and 1o promote furthor co-ondinated
development, a statutory State Electricity Board was set oup

by Government on the st of June 1958 " T'he Board is now
running 21 power stations having o total anstalle ]l capaciy
of 5,867 KW., besides the Umtra Hydro-Elecuic  Project
with a capacity of 8400 KW. Wark on new power stations
taken up under the Plan is in prooics: I he
Commission have approved in I"i“;’i'i‘ the Usnnam-Barapam
Hydr(?-i".lct:tric Project which s expected 1o have annnnal
capacity of 26,500 [\;\\” ¢-_'-_‘i;,1|ui{|n|l' to I lakh ISV ALl

necessary Pl‘(:llminury action for establishiment ol this  project
is being taken.

l’l‘lllllillf."

lfi. In the field of labour the past
peacetul and the se
Labour Court }e
Assam Tea PJ

year was generally
tting up of the Indoarial Tribunal and the
Iped in the adjudication ol disputes. The
antation Provident Fund  Scheme  wlneh now
covers the stafl’ members besides Tabourers  has proved a great
m_eatsur(: _Of social security  with the collection of contributions
now totalling Rs, | crores. At Dhubri, Gauhati, Dibrugarh,
Tinsukia and Makum the Employees” State Insurance Scheme
Lias been l,n_lplememcd to grant the medical benefits. under  the
SCh(_?mC- ihf: Employees® State Insurance
}Jp 1ts Ofﬁ.(:(:s in those places for giving  the other benelits also.
I'he Medical Scheme is being implemented through the  State
Health Deli)flrtr_llcnt. The difficult situation of (he tea industry
in Ca(:har.dls_tru't, the question of eranting 1cliel to tea cardens
in that District and the problem of financing of un-cconomic
tea estates have been taken up with the Governiment of India.
The disadvantage suffered by Assam tea in having to pay West
Bengal entry tax has also been taken up with the Government

of West Bengal.

Clorporation has set
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17. All round progress has been achieved in the field of
transport.  lThe State Transport service now covers the Assam
Trunk Road from Dhubri to Saitkhoa-ghat and the North
Trunk Road from North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur besides
the Guaubhau-Shillong Road and the Shillong-Tamabil Road
recently taken over. An Inland Water Transport Wing is
proposcd 1o be set up under the I'ransport Department
to give fuller attenuon o th important sphere of inland water
11‘.s:v.~pu!‘i. So tar as  raal \u::::;-.‘.a:ail'.‘.".:m;:s \‘nnnm'ting .-\ssam
with the rest of India are concerned. the setting up of the
North-Eastern Frontier Railway headquarter at Pandu has been
a welcome cir'.v:n;‘::u‘::';. Other measures taken up b}' the
Railway Ministry for improvement of the rail communications
include the stabilisation of the Assam Rail Link. survey of

an alternative alignment from Siliguri  to Alipurduar, the
construction of the Brahmaputra bridge, a decision to expand
the railway workshop at Dibrugarh and Bongaigaon and the
decision  to raise the daily capacity of the Assam  Rail Link to
400 Metre Gauge wagons cach way,

18. It is the carnest desire of my Government that the work
of the rehabilitation of refugees from Pakistan should be ex-
pedited and completed as far as possible during the Second
Five-Year Plan period. For that purpose additional schemes
arc under preparation and consideration. My Government
hope that they will reccive full co-operation f{rom all quarters
for tl}c spcedy solution of this problem. They believe that
agitational approach does more harm than good in dealing
with such a problem and it is the constructive ;fpproach, which
alone, can create an atmosphere that is necessary.

1y. My Government are giving serious consideration to
the problems of education in the State and progressively provid-
ing more and more funds tor the Improvement of education.
They have recently taken important decisions to revise the pay-
scales of the aided colleges and the aided high school teachers.
The progress of work in the Enginecring College at Jorhat,
Technical School at Arunachal and V ocational Training Insti-
tute at Srikona is satislactory. These institutions will go a long
way to inake up the shortage of Technjcal personnel in
the State.

2_0. In the cultural sphere a. Publication Board has been
constituted and “the establishment of a Lalit Kala Academy
has also.been deqldcd upon. My Government have noted with
satisfaction that in the matter of film production more peop13
of the State have taken interest. Various suggestions as to how
l.:)est the Government could assist the entrepreneurs of this
industry are under consideration.
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21. In the “gl:!,[ of the decisions of the Nation:l ])f"-""!\);)‘
ment Council the Government are considering the }“:"'3"';_'“
for the cstablishment of multiparpose co-operative cictics 1
=ach gaon panchayat arca.  The succe ) wch organ auons
will depend on the developing capacity of the co-operatives 0
run smoothly and cfficiently and the mobilication of necessary
resources.,

22. All round progress is continning to be registered in
d(:‘.’f,'l()pl'!\f'lll activittes under thie Se al Five-Year Plan. .\{\'
Government have had to find ont ereater resources for the State’s
Plan than was originally envisa. ed.  Despite this they relraime

ed from imposing any  new tax burden on the people in
1‘)53-5‘). 'J‘ll(fl(' ij;l" iﬂ‘;-"!l 2 Y18 rig_ oo ol COliCe )i "!‘ ‘ll].!ll
savings in Assam and in 1958-5" , am had the fourth position
in A”'Iil(“?l (,‘f)“(f(;{ir,;w;_ My Govermment are crlll‘iitll':illg
further St('pS Lo i“lf’ll'if"" the simmall <avings drive in the State,
I have :J.]rrzgul-yr lUUth!"ll upon the i,,:-,: capital  formation n
Assam and small savings can contribute very greatly to meet
the slmrtzigc of (.‘.’t])?l:xf'.] ‘The implementatuon of a number of
schemes included in the I'ive-Year Plan has been retarded
somewhat due to the shortage of iron and steel, the shortage of
technical personnel and forcign  exchange., The position of
cement, ]JOWCVC[‘, has im];rrr.'(;rl and the permit system for
distri_bution of cement has been abolished.  Under the Com-
munity Development and National Extension pProgrammes
\_Nlnch have now completed six years, 61 blocks have been
s(’:toa\f;?((:ld 1]_4181)/;2-3clztl(:=. The arca and population .ni' the State

. DT per cent and 404 per cent respectively.  In the
lcor_mng year, attention will have to be given to the formu-
aac}:iz?ge 8£ tt}lll(:: Tl‘)}}'lrd !.?'iVL‘-}fC{II' .P!Illl I:_i) ;1(_:cr)-1‘<l:uu-c w.ilh the
Bierts Hebrrveed anning Commission.  Preliminary studies have

ged.
23. Apart from the benefits accruing to the scheduled

tribes a 3s
: n.d castes from  gyerall development schemes under the
tate I'ive-Year Plan,

. e stcady progress is being made in the

;gﬁ;ﬁg{ggtﬁt}fé’- ?fHS_[I)lcciﬁc programmes for the wellare of
gr i LG O tlls and Plains and sc »d castes under

Article 275 of (1o Sonziit d scheduled castes unc

ution. It is estimated that by the end
of 1958-59, a sum of Rs. 430-21 lakhs will have been spent out

of the provison of Rs. 9°5 crores in the plan for these schemes.
Th.e tempo of activity, specially in the sphere of road building
which forms an important part of t.hc programme, is cxpectcd
to be stepped up by the delegations recently made by the
Government of India to the State Government to accord
technical and financial sanction in respect  of projects financed
from Central grants.

[
i
-
*
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24 The Union Home  Minister  inaugurated Advisory
Councils for Hills and Plains Tribals and an Advisory Board
for Scheduled Castes on 2nd August 1938. The Councils and
the Board have had two sets of mecetings in which Iht‘\_' reviewed
Progress of the various ~.§rx':!u;\:nr::l schemes and I‘Cndt‘l‘cd
advice to Government ior the ensuing  vear's programme. At
the sugueestion of the Advisory  Council for the Autonomous
Districts, my Government s also considering greater associa-
tion of District and Regional Councils with the implementation
of the various development schemes.  To make recommenda-
tions for dealing with the difficulues accentuated by the scaling
of the border by the Pakistan authorities ;1‘\_1-;&;15;. all border
trade, my Government sct up Enquiry  Committees for each
district. The United Khasi-Jaintia  Hills Border ]‘:nqllil'y
(Immnil!vr' which was the first to be S¢t up, l‘-;'pt)l'l(‘\l n 3\1'.1)’
1958, and the Garo Hills Enquiry Committee on -4th August
1958. The report for the NMizo district has iust  been received.
On the basis of the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills
Border Committees’ report, my Government proposed a relief and
cconomic rchabilitation programme for the border arcas. The
Government ol India and mv Government have sanctioned for
the present a sum off Rs.30 lakhs for the current vear for
financial assistance for regeneration of orange groves and other
cash crops, for development of agriculture, for test relief works,
for supply of subsidised rice and for development of subsidiary
occupalions, cte.  Subsidics for transport of produce, to enable
marketing at cconomic prices, have also been  provided for.
Government have decided to maintain a fleet of trucks for
supply of ecssential commodities to  the border people and to
provic.lc transport I‘ncili.tics at cconomic rates to bona fide
organisations cng‘ug‘qxl in- marketing of border produce.‘ A
bigger programme is under preparation for 1959-60 and
will be submitted to the Government of India for approval
and sanction.  This programme is expected to bring about
implementation of all the major recommendations of the Border
Committees. ncluding a special road programme for linking
up the main marketing centres of the border arcas with the
road system of the State,

-

25. To relieve the distress in the border districts of United
Khasi-Jaintia Hills, Mikir Hills and parts of Garo Hills, my
Government sanctioned agricultural logns gratuitous relief and
test relief works f{rom the_State 1‘6\*61111(;3 as well. The rice
subsidy scheme for Garo Hills and the scheme for supply

of essential commodities in the Lungleh Subdivision were
continued,
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26. The wasteful empty running of al trucks from Gau-
hati to Shillong has been substintially re lu-rd by giving back
load to these trucks and this his resulted in bringing down the
price of coal and increasing the allocaion of Khast Hills coal
tl,(:rf_‘l)“,' (,r,jgfftll'fllf_*; f'fh!!f;:uiit EJ".‘..‘"E;"‘. 011 tHhiosec cngage i I1n :::;:':in.'_‘
and trade in Khasi coal.

27. My Government are keen to make a success of the
auton mous development of the scheduled districts. It has
been decided to set up a committee, consisting of a non-
official chairman and three other members. to examine the
financial I’("'i'-i'“l of cach District and Regional Council and

suggest ways and means to put their finances on a more
stable footing. My Government are also considering steps
for suitable amendment of the Sixth Scheduled of the Consti-
tution and have invited the views of various District Councils
in rcgard to thig im]mri:mt matter.

28. My Government also appreciate the need for greater
attention towards the other backward classes. ‘They have
constituted a Board and it is hoped that this Board will be
able to advise the Government on measures to be taken for
ameliorating the condition of backward classes other than the
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes.

29. Incidentally, T um glad 1o mention that the Chief
Minister accepted my invitation to visit certain arcas  of
N. E. F. A. during the current year. 1 hope it will be possible
for him to visit more arcas in the future.

30. An Important step taken by my Government was
the setting up of the Law Commission, Assam, in November
1958, consisting of the Advocate General as Chairman, a
Member-Secretary and four other members, Many State Acts
gnd Regulauons: the old Central Regulations on State sub-
Jects, etc., require amendment, revision and consolidation.
The laws and rules have also to be brought up-to-date in
conformity with the provisions of the Constitution of India.

The Law Commission is cxpected to make suggestions and
recommendations in regard to these matters,

31. In my last address, I touched upon the work being
done to strengthen the Administrative Machinery to make
it more suited to the increasing functions of Government. A
number of training schemes have been introduced and a short
course of training for the new recruits to the Assam Civil
Service, Class T and II, was alse arranged. The work of
cevigion of rules and manuals which have fallen behind has

been taken Up systematically with the appointment of a Special

Officer for this purposc.
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32. As envisaged in my last a dress, my Government have
taken some stey ’

ps to betwer the lot of political sufferers in need

of assistance.  Advisory Boards set up for the State as well as
in different subdivisions have been helping the Government

vith advice regar nnue arant ol rcehiet 1o E\,-[!“.,'_ll sullerers.

33. In addition to the financial business before the House,
there will also be the usual lesislative programine, The
Sclect Committee will
leraton. I mentioned earlier the
likely imnwroduction of the Assam State Acquisition of Lands
'if'}~:1l'(ifl.{ Lo Real\ Qr (f..l.lél.!!!h.‘ I“\‘!illl':iﬂ!lﬁ 0!‘ Pu[)!fc
Nature Bill.  Among other important  measures, a Bill for the
revision of local rates and a Bill for amendment of the Sales
Tax Act are due for introduction,

Panchavat Bill as reported upon by the
have to be taken 1Mo consy

34, In the Finance Minister's Budeet Speech and the
financial  statements, the House  will get a  comprehensive
picturce of the cconomic and financial situation as well as the
entire  programme  of my Government for the coming year.
Within the limited resources available, mv Government have
made the fullest provision for the welfare of all sections of the
people and you will have an Opportunity of discussing them
in detaill  Some of the difficulties and anxicties that have
faced us 1in imp!cmt'ming the Second I'ive-Year Plan have
abated but others still persist. It is for a better tuture for the
coming generations that the nation has decided to put up
with the present hardships. It isin this spirit that we have to
dedicate ourselves to hard work and austerity in this crucial
and formative period in the development of the country. 1
hope tha.t the co-operation of the people as well as the
co-operation of all Political Parties, wibiich, Elons e&n bring
success Will be forthcoming in ful measure,

JAI HIND.
Motion on the Governor’s Address

Mr. SPEAKER Under rule 13(2) of the Rules of Pro-
cedure and Conduct of Business N Assam Legislative Assembly
I hereby report to the Assembly that the Governor has been

leased to make a Speech, a copy of whi alrcady laid on
Ie)ach Mecmber’s table, by ot Wes alrendy
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I have received notice of a Mouon frum Shrim.at ool
Kumari Barua, supported by Shrimat Lily Sen Gupta wioch is
as r()”fl‘-‘-'s:_

“That the Members of the  Assam Legislative Asembly
assembled in this Session are deeply grateful 1o the Govornor

for the address which he has been pleased 1o deliver o tlus
House assembled on 24th February, 19597
I }u:r(h}' fix 1In consultation with the Bu.nes Aduvisory

Committee 26th February, ‘Thursday, 27th February, iday,
28th Fcbruary, Saturday, 2ud March, Monday, 3rd March,
Tuesday, 6th March, Friday and T March,
dates for discussion of the motion or matter
Governor’s address,

turcas A NC

s Telocrre 0w in iil"

] 100 ™ oA :

I\ol}'-‘-b of amendments to the motion or  the address made
by the Governor may be given so as to reach the Notioe Ollice
of th(i A.SS(‘ZIDI)I}’ Secrctariat on or before 12 noon on Wenesday,
the 25th I'ebruary, 1959,

) There 1s no (J.t]l(il' business and the House stands adjourned
till 10 a.m. the 26th February 1959.
Adjournmcnt

The Aggc i @t i
the 2611 chifill’;‘lrf');,ylélégn adjourncd till 10 A on Thursday

Shiljong : R. N. BARUA,

The 2 o Sceretary,
Oth Junc, 1960. Assam Legislative Assembly.







