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LIST OF AGENTS

Manager, Chapala Book Stall,
Shillong,

B. S. Jain & Co., =
71 Abupura, Muzalffarnagar.
Manager, Makshada Pustakalaya,

Gauhati, .
Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyaya, 7
01'A, Banchhram, Akrur Lan
Calcutta-12 (India). :
Law Book Society,
4A, Wellington Square,
Calcutta-13,
R. C. Brothers,
4140 Arya Pura,
Sabzi Mandi,
Delhi.

Manager, Thacker Spink & Co. (P) Ltd.

T (1933) N
3 Esplaiiade East Calculta,
Banawari Lal Jain,
Rare Book Seller,
Matikatra, Agra. _
The Manager, R. Cambray & Co. (P)
Kent House, P. 33, Mission Raw Exte
Calcutta-13.
Swastik Industrial Works,
54. Holi Street,
Meerut City (U.P.) N.R.
Manager, Economic Book Depot,
Matinagar, Sun Beam House,
Shillong.
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Proceedings of the Fifth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly asseimbled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A.m., on Thursday, the 12th March, 1959,

PrRESENT:

Shri Rajendra Nath, Barua, B.L., Deputy Speaker in the
Chair, eight Ministers, three Deputy Ministers and sixty-six
Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS ¥

(To which oral answers were given).

Maintenance of Case Registers in different Offices of
Deputy Commissicners of Assam

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

*15. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that case registers are
required to be maintained in proper order in
, different offices of Deputy Commissioners of
| Assam for requisition and acquisition cases and
cases are to bc entered in case diary to enable
the offices to putup regularly in the next date
¥ fixed for action ?
(b) Whether itis a fact that no such registers and
diaries are maintained in the office of the
Deputy Gommissioner, Lakhimpur ?
(¢) Whether itisa fact that most of such cases are
not put up regularly there ? '
(d) Whether it is a fact that there is no agency to
check the registers and cases and to point out
lapses to the proper authority .or taking action
for prompt disposal of such cases ? 4 £
| (¢) Whether Government are aware that _dESPOSa] 2
requisition cases in Dibrugarh Subdivision are
[ being delayed for several years ?



788 : QUESTIONS [1218 Mar.,

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

15. (a)—Case registers for requisition and acquisition cases
in the prescribed form are required to be maintained in
different offices of Deputy Commissioners of Assam ; but there
is no provision for entering requisition and acquisition cases in
any diary prescribed under rule and orders of Government.

(b)—TIt is not a fact. The registers are maintained in
the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur.

(¢)—It is not a fact. All such cases are put up
regulariy there.

(d)—It is not a fact. The registers are examined by
the Deputy Commissioner and the Commissioner of Divisions
at the time of their inspection.

(¢)—The requisition cases are not delayed for several

years ; but in any particular case delay may take place due to
unavoidable reasons.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
W_hcthcr Minister-in-charge lknows that requisitioned land ip
Dibrugarh subdjvision have not been allotted to the cultivators
even after more than five years of requisition ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: There may be such instances.
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: What are the

)

i

§

t

reasons for such delays ? l
Shri HARESWAR DAS: Thereasons are various. 1f P

any particular case is pointed out, it may be examined on its
merit.

Shei TARUN S ERA Al :
; EN DEKA (NalbariWest : s the
record kept properly ? :

Shri HARESWAR DAS: The answeris there, Sir.

_ Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA:; Whether the
MmlStCT'IH-Charge knows that Government sustain heavy losses

for the delay in allotment of rcquisitioncd land to the cultiva-
tors ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Yes, if
there is delay, Government sustain some loss.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Can they
not be dealt with within a limited period ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: There is no such instruction to

the local authorities, but the instructions are that the cases
should be disposed of expeditiously.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): All
these cases arc delayed for years not to speak of months.
Whether Government think it necessary that all these cases
should come to Government via., D. Cs. ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How this is relevant here ?

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: Will Government fix
a time limit to deal with the cases ? '

Shri HARESWAR DAS : An overall time limit cannot be
fixed because various complications occur in particular cases.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Can t-he
Minister state about the number of acquisition cases pending
in the court of Lakhimpur district in respect of reply to (e) ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: I require notice of it.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

hether the Minister-in-charge knows whether requisition
matters were brought to the notice of the Minister-in-charge by
way of questions in this Assembly in the last 3 or 4 Sessions ?
ose cases are pending in the Office of the Deputy Clom-

missioner and the Offices of the respective Sub-Deputy Collectors
m the Lakhimpur District.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: 1 cannot say off-hand what was
the question and what was the reply thereto, Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA NATE HAZARIKA: For example, T

may mention the requisition case of Tanganagaon T. E.
which is pending more than five years.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That is a specific case. AS
the hon. Member has mentioned it, I shall examine it,
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Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): My question
was whether the respective Deputy Commissioners have kept the
record as stated by the Minister-in-charge, regularly and
properly ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Yes, the
answer is there, Sir.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Does the Com-
- missioner check the Requisition Cases when he visits any
district ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether the matters of delay in allotment of requisitioned land
are brought for discussion by the respective Deputy Commis-
sioners with the Land Settlement Advisory Committees ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thatis a different question.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
Is it a fact that if the party does not come to the office hig
case 1s not dealt with ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is the general practice,
I think.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether Gov-
;:_jnm.cnt know that approach made to the Deputy Commissioner,
ha.kh:mpur by the representatives of people orby cultivators or
those aflected People could not improve the position of allotment

I(;fl; llzef%uisitloned land to the cultivators in the District of Lakhim-

= Sl};l_r'i HARESWAR DAS: If any particular complaint is
ught to oyr notice, it will be looked into.

e ulssf:_lri MOHI KANTA DAS: Is Government aware that the
& b oned land of Naharkatia Tea Estate has been encroached
HPONibySothentidiie 5 such delay ?

Shri. HARESWAR DAS : About the particular case, I
want notice, Sir,

pp—

i — Sy
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)

Quantity of Ammonium Sulphate indented during
1956-57 and 1957-58

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding) asked:

33. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased to
State—
() The quantity of fertiliser (Ammonium Sulphate
indented in the State during each of the years
1956-57 and 1957-58 ? S

(b) Who were thedealers or agencies through which
lifting or distributions were done in the above
years and on what conditions ?

(¢) Whether the said dealers fulfilled the terms and
conditions during the said year ?

(d) What is the quantity to be indented in 1958-59 ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that Government called for
tenders for lifting or distributing the fertilisers
for 1958-59 ?

(f) Ifso, what are the terms and conditions laid down
in the tenders ?

(¢) How many tenders were received by Government
and what are the respective rates quoted by
each ?

(#) Who were selected and at what rates and on what
basis selection were made ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture)replied :

33. (a)—1956-57—10,000 tons of Sulphate of Ammonia.
1957-58—8 540 tons of Sulphate of Ammonia.

(6)—M/S Beria Bros., Dibrugarh and M/S Compound
Fertilisers, Ltd., Calcutta were the lifting and dlsmb“‘:mg
Agents upto 30th September 1957. M/S Assam Manures an
Tools Suppliers, Shillong and the Assam Apex Co-Operaiive
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Marketing Society, Ltd., Gauhati were selected as Agents for
the remaining period of the 1957-58. A copy of the terms and
conditions are placed on the Library Table. (Please see
Library Register No. S. 67).

(c)—M/S Beria Bros. and M /S Compound Fertilisers
violated some terms.

(d)—Sulphate of Ammonia .. 9,590 tons
Urea 400 tons
Ammonium Sulphate Nitrate ... 1,000 tons

(e)—Yes.

( f)—A copy of the tender notice along with copy of
Model Agreeinent embodying the terms and conditions is placed
on the Library Table. (Pleasc see Library Register No. 5.67).

(g)—23 tenders. A statement 15 Elaced on the Library
Table. (Please see Library Register No. S. 67).

_ (B)—Assam Apex Co-operative Marketing Society,
M/S lerugarh C()-Upcrative Apex Markctiug SOCiety, Dibru-
garh, M/S Pioncer Fertilisers and Co., Dibrugarh, M/S Assam
-Manure and Tools Suppliers, Shillong and M/S Khasi and
Jaintia Hillg Co-operative Marketing Society, Shillong were
selected at a commission rate of Rs.27 per ton. The selection
was made on competitive basis subject to suitability and ex-
gerl.er_lce. But later . on Assam Apex Cg_op(:rative Marketing
ociety and Khasi and Jaintia Hills Co-operative Markeling
oclety did not take up this work.

Shri RAM NATH S T ;
ARMA ( Lumding):  With regard
toRERETO (), may I know whether this was the lowest rate ?

M. MOINUL | ' ini i-

AQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri
culiure) i Sir, t%s is not the lowestrate. Some people
even quoted Rs. 18 as (he rate.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
Whether UI_C account of the districts, with regard to fertiliser,
are maintained by the dealers or by any other agencies

G

SNG—"  A—

-
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHOURY (Minister, Agri-
culture) : The dealers arc to maintain the account and they
are checked regularly.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

Whether it is a fact that a part of the fertilizer is distributed
by District Agricultural Officers ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : A District
Agricultural Officer can requisition stock for distribution and

if necessary he can also keep the whole stock under double lock
within his control.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) : Whether
itis a fact that the District Agricultural Officers are to submit
reports for their distribution of fertilisers whereas the Agents
need not submit their reports to the Government ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : That is not so.
The Agents must submit returns to the Government.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : To whom this
work was given after the Assam Apex Co-operative and the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills Go-operative Marketing Society gave
up the work ? :

M MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : This was offered
to one Chandranath Sarma. But since he also refused this
work it had been re-distributed to the Forms who had under-
taken the work already.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : In answer to

(c) it has been stated that M /S Beria Bros. and M/S Compound
Fertilisers, Ltd., violated some terms.  Whether for vielation
of the terms any aciion has been taken against those farms ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, Sir

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Whether there is
separate allotment for the Tea Industry ?
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, there is.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Arc Government
aware that tea gardens are not getting these manures this year ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister Agri-

culture): We have no information. Tea quota is not dealt
with by this Govern ment; it is dealt with by the Government
of India. :

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Are Go-
vernment aware that these fertilisers are now sold at a very
high price in black market ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 'l here are some
allegations but when we sent these for inquiry no evidence
forthcame,

§ ———— UL

Shri RAM NATH SARMAH (Lumding): It has been said
by the hon’ble Minister in reply to Mr. Hazarika that action
has been taken for violation of the terms. What are the actions
taken against the farms ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Under the terms
of ?he contract we imposed penal interest on them. Proceedings
to impose penalty was also initiated.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Who checks the account maintained by the dealers ? |

M. MOIN"UL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The District and
Subdivisional Agricultural Officers.

U JORMANIK SYIEM [Nonzpoh (R d for Sch
J - apo ( eserved for Sche- {
?(11111&"1 rrlbgs)]: e tExe distributing agents for United
ast and Jaintia Hills District ?

)
]aintliw. gOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The Kl}asi and j
did nat ills Co-operative Marketing Society. But since they
5 ot take up the work, now it is being done by the Assam
ure and Toopls Suppliers, Shillong.
1
\

uireIch JORMANIK SYIEM : Are people of the interior re-
Eas bceto come tg Shillong to get the fertilisers or arrangement
0 made tg distribute the fertilisers in the interior ? |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I cannot ofl-
hand give the details without notice, but the agents are required
to maintain stocks at specified places.

U JORMANIK SYIEM : Have the distributions been
specified ? ‘ -

i
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY ; (Minister, A8
riculture) Yes,it has been specified.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Have thes
Beria Bros. who violated the terms been black-listed ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : There is 10
question of black-listing them. These farms tendered this year
also. We did not appoint them.

Shri RAM NATH SARMAH (Lumding) : It appears {rom
the reply at (%) that thesc farms were appointed at a high rate at
of Rs. 27 per tonas commission. On what basis it was fixed

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Government 0f
India and other sources gave us certain calculations and datas,
on the basis of which it is found that if anybody would agree to
a rate lower than Rs. 27 there is chance of black marketing.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR Dibrugarh) : Are
Government aware that M/S Pioneer Fertilisers & Co. is a Farm
of tea garden owners who also handle the industrial quota
of fertilisers ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: We have no
such information.

. Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Are Govrnments aware that
these fertilisers are not distributed in proper time and some O
these fertilisers have been sold to the tea gardens ‘?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I have alrcady
replied that there i3 no evidence to subztantiate the allegation
of sale illegally to tea gardens. With regard to the other portion
of the question there may be casual delay due to transport
difficulties.

Pay scales for the posts of Agricultural Inspectors

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked: ;

34. Will the Minister, Finance be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there are three _d:lTercr'l;:
pay scales for the posts of Ag"m“]tur“i{
Inspectors although the nature ol Wol
and work-load are the same ?
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(6) If so, why ?

(¢) Why the Directive Principle of the Clonstitution

“Equal Pay for Equal Work™ is not given
effect to ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister,
Finance) replied:

e B

34. (a,—So long there were three different scales of
pay for Agricultural Inspectors as recommended by the Pay
Clommittee on the basis of qualifications ; but action is being
taken for revising the scales of pay of all Agricultural Officers
including the Subordinate Agricultural Service Class 11,

ey iy

(b)—Due to non-availability of candidates with the
requisite qualification, persons with lesser qualifications were
taken in and therefore given separate scales of pay.
Quality of work is bound to differ with qualification posses-
sed by the incumbent. This has also been in keeping with
the principle enunciated by the Pay Committee, 1956 that
there should be co-relation of entry scales to standard \
educational qualification.

: (¢)—The hon. Member is apparently refercing to
Article 39(d) of the Directive Principles of the Constitution,
which lays down that there should be equal pay for equal
work for’ both men and women. This Directive Principle
is strictly followed inasmuch as there is mo discrimination
In the pay scales on account of sex in any of the services.

1
l
New Court Building at Dhubri \]

qsl,esc{{ri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) ‘
‘{

ar-d %5'. Will'the Minister, Public Works Department  (Roads
- mldmgs) be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a Fact that construction of the new
Court Building at Dhubri has been taken up

by the Government ?

(6) Ifso, when the works is expected to be complet-
ed ?

(¢) If the reply to (a) above is in the negative, when
the work is expected to be started ?
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Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister,
Public Works Depariment (Roads and Buildings)]
replied : :
- 35. (a) & (b)—The proposal is there, but the work
1§ not yet started for want of administrative approval.

(¢)—It will be started as soon as all formalities such
as administrative approval and technical sanction are
accorded.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
During the last Budget Session in reply to a question of thisna-
ture it was stated ‘‘the work has been taken up and is under
progress”” But this time it is said : “The proposal is there,
but the work is not yet started for want of administrative ap-
proval.”’

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : The delay is due
to this : The proposal was intiated by the Deputy Commi-
ssioner, Goalpara in 1957 at an estimated cost of Rs. 6,18,000.
It was sent to the Town Planner who revised the estimate
for Rs. 7,20,000. Hence the delay. Administrative approval

as since been received and the work is being takenup,

Shri RAMNATH SARMAH (Lumdiung) : Whether the
hon, Minister thinks that the delay on account of administrative
approval is an abnormal one ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH Minister P. W. D.

(Road and Buildings) : The delays are rather unfor-
tunate but can’t be helped because the system that we
ave inherited entails these delays., We in India got this
administration practically by book transfer and the system
Prevalent during British days are still continuing. Those
were the days when the law and order were sought to be
maintained and tax gathered that alone mattered. Now
WE are on an expansionist programme and both the States
and Government of India contemplate what can be done to
expedite matters in this progressive era ; but till now old
things are continuing and we have not been able to contrive
towards speedy disposal of matters. Not that there is no fault in
certain quarters, but I am saying by and large the system it
self is  responsible for delays. This is why the delay has
oecurred.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI : The bon.
Minster said that it was a matter of delay but my question 18
that itis not a matter of delay, the work was already gaken
up. I want to know what progress was made last year s
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : [Minister, P. W, D,
Roads and Buildings)] The whole design was changed and
enlarged. So our Friends will Lave a better house. Butif in
the meantime they could think of a better site that will be
still better, and will benefit all concerned in the district. The
present site is a strictly limited one. They will get a better
house now. :

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : What isthe
normal period within which adminstrative _apProvaI iIs given
and sent to the Executive Engincer of the district ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister
P.W.D.(Roads and Buildings)]: No Statistics arc taken this
matter.

Leprosy cases in the State

Dy, GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] asked:
36. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased to state—

(¢) Total number of leprosy cases now in the State ?

(b) What are the agencies through which' the statistics
of leprosy are collected ?

(¢) Whether Government proposc to conduct thorough
and extensive survey of leprosy throughout the
State ?

(d) Whether Government is aware that large number
of Lepers of contagious type move about freely
in public places ?

(¢) Whether Government will - be pleased to make
adequate arrangement to isolate the contagious

type of Leprosy ?

(f) What measures have been taken' to check the
spread of this discases ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :

36. (a)—1949. 7. A
Survcyors,b)__various Leprosy Treatment Centres, Injectors and
(¢) —Yes.

(d)—No such report has been received in this regard.
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(6)—VYes. Steps will be taken as eatly as possible.

( f )—Various Leprosy Treatment Centres are 0pen9d-
Leprosy Injectors are appointed. Non-official Organisation
such as Sreemanta Sankar Mission, Assam Seva Samity, etc., aré
given substantial grant-in-aid for maintenance of various
Leprosy Treatment Centres. Local practitioners are also per-
suaded to treat leprosy patients, to launch propaganda pro-
gramme to create leprosy consciousness among the masses and to
create foster homes for temporary care of healthy children of
leprosy patients. Leprosy work is carried out under the super-
vision of State Leprosy Officer, Assam. Necessary propaganda
work on leprosy was done by distribution of pamphlets on lepro-
sy, leaflets and talks with the aid of Magic Lantern slides and
cinema shows by the staff of Health Services.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserv-
ed for Scheduled Castes)] : Does the hon. Minister think
that this is a correct and acceptable figure ?

Shri- RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : Yes,
Sir, T may inform the hon. Member that these are the cases
under, treatment in our centres.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
With regard to (), whether Government received complaints
from the people of Morkongselek in the transferred area

that the leper colony managed by the North East Frontier Agen-
cy authority ncar the border is affecting the people ?

. Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have no such informa-
tion, Sir.

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether the
Hon'ble Minister will please hold an inquiry ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Yes, I shall look into it.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : Is
the hon. Min_ister aware that lepers are freecly and OpenlY
moving about in the streets of Gauhati begging alms ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : May be so.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) : May

T know from the Hon'ble Minister when thisfigure of 1949
was collected ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: (Minister, Medical):It is,
I think, in 1958. As I told the hon. Member who asked another
supplementary question that these are cases under treatment
in our Centres.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Treatment is still continuing.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : What is the number of
such cases in Barpeta Subdivision ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I require notice to reply
that question, Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH $HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Sir, it is stated here ‘Various Leprosy Treatment Centres are
opened.””May I know the names of these Centres ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHM : That I cannot say off-
hand, but I shall be able to supply that information laterif
he wants.

: Shri RAM NATH SARMAH (Lumding) : May I know
if the hon. Minister ever visited the Baguri Leprosy Centre ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA - Yes, Sir, T had visited

it once.

Shri RAM NATH SARMAH : May I know if the hon.

Minister was satisfied with the management of this Leprosy
Centre ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Terons): There may
fome difficulty in running thc centre, but so far as the
management is concerned, I think it is going on well.

(&

Shri RAM NATH SARMAH : May I know, Sir, whether
s Ci\’prnmqnt are contemplating to do away with those diffi-
ulties which the hop, Minister noticed during his visit ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : Sir, non-officials are
is work. Government only help such institu-

tions with gra '
nts a i efit of our trained per-
sonnel when needer:id give them the ben p

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Are the Gov-
craoment aware that there is one Leprosy Centre at Majkuchi in
Tezpur Subdivision which has been experiencing great di-
fliculty for want of sufficient funds, etc ?

Sy —— “— D .

P & ' iy, ~Ciiily
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : This is an unstarred question
and supplementaries have been allowed only as a matter of

courtesy. 1 think further supplementary questions need not
be asked.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : May I
know, Sir, whether Government has any control over the

management of these Leprosy Treatment Centres for which
Government have spent a lot of money?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister Medical): Ves, Sir,
Government give some contribution to these Centres and

sometime these Centres are also visited by the Head of the
Department.

Shri CHATRA SINGH TERON [Mikir Hills (West
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] Sir, in connection
with reply to (c), the answer is Yes, Now, may 1
know from the hon. Minister the names of the different
agencies that are proposed to be engaged in the matter of
survey of leprosy cases throughout the State ?

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : As a matter of fact, we

have a scheme to employ surveyors but for want of qualified
doctors we have not yet been able to materialise this scheme.
Doctors were duly advertised but unfortunately we did not get
sufficient response. Any how, the matter is still open and
we propose to carry out the survey work.

Procurement of Paddy in the Gossaigaon Thana Area

Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon) asked:
37. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) How many agents have been given licence to pro-
cure paddy in the Gossaigaon Thana area ?

(6) What is the minimum quota of paddy that the

Government is going to procure in the Gossai-
gaon Thana area now ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :
B (4)— 10

(6)—25,000 maunds.
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*Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon) : With regard
to question No. 37(a), may I know Sir, the names of the
agents who have been given licences to procure paddy ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) : These are the names—

{1) Shankarlal Dwarkaprasad,

(2) Chunilal Narsingdas,

(3) Kartick Chandra Szha,

(4) Jawalaprasad Mulchand,

(5) Gobindaram Ramnarayan Prasad,
(6) Johorimal Shyamlal,

(7) Sashadhar Sha,

(8) Madhusudhan Sarkar,

(9) Ghisulal Purushottamlal,

80) Sagarmal Sovasaria,

1) Ramananda Suraimal

(12) Sibanath Saha o

({3) Champalal Chinia,

(14) Tarapada Pal,

(}5) Ajimuddin Shaikh,

(]g) Akhil Chandra Mudok,

: ) Dhubri Primary Marketing Society,
(18) Bajrang Rice MNill.

o *Shri MATHIAS TUDU : With regard to (4), will the hon,
“Inister be pleased to say whether this entire quota of 25,000

maunds have been d ?
b OW I
M. MOINUL, ~ HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I want

notice of that, = Si.
__ *Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : What
is the target, Sir?

*M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : 25000
maunds as already stated.

“‘Spcgch not corrected.
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Primary, Middle and High Schools in the Forest Reserves
of the State

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] asked :
38. Will the Minister, Forest be pleased to state—

(a) The number of Primary, Middle and High Schools
in the Forest Reserves of the State ?

(b) What is the total number of pupils in each type of
such Schools ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Forest) replied :

. 38. (a)—Primary School—192 ; Middle Schools—6 ; and
High School—1.
(b)—Total number of pupils in Primary Schools—
1,824 ; Middle Schools—383 ; and High Schools—169.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhov\.ra)':
May I know the name of the High School and where it 1s
located ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : I think in Kachugaon in
Oalpara Subdivision.

Shri RADHA KISHEN KHEMKA (Tinsukia): 2[7453%
T Forest Village =7 Grad fes o1 owca fele %= Hre
(8 e oy ?

£ Shri HARESWAR DAS : fm @he aiam sen froam
2 |
Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): May I
W, Sir, who bear the expenses of these Schools—whether by
¢ Forest Department or by the Education Department ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS : The public and in some case
the School Boards. The Forest Department only construct the
Touses and supply the furniture.

Shri RADHA KISHEN KHEMKA : fi fiqe = afsle
191 A2, oF Raw g7 frw @lee asa? X

Shri HARESWAR DAS : @12 541 frm @ftstz oy ; TR
8 A %=1 aitgq orwa o BEIR WUm | o fElE cal GilcARITE
4125 AT a7 At 7 fowas 29 A ToloR 2 |

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : Will the Minister be
pleased to place on the Library table list of the names of
these schools ? :

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, Sir, ifiit istihe desire
of the House.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Whether this High School receives any recurring aid from the
Government ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Forest) : Not yet,

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon) :
May I know when this School was started ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : possibly Class X has been opened
only this year ? -

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOIL (Titabar) : f f@iw
%7 @IS afeare @ i G2 FElRE cltg aEia e Forest Depart-
ment 9 7Aziw f7Fe ?

(No reply)

Sh_ri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
Has this High School got University afliliation?
= Shri HARESWAR DAS: Itisyectin the venture stage,
ir.
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): May I know
whether these schools are inspected by any agency 2

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Schools which have been taken
over by the School Boards are regularly inspected and other
Schools are inspected by officers of the Education Depart-
ment. :

X°’Ray Plant at Silchar Civil Hospital

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked:
39. Will the Minister, Medical be pleased to state—

(a) How long the X?Ray Plant at Silchar Civil Hos-
pital has remained unworkable causing immense
difficulties to both patients and physicians ?

() Whether Government propose to take suitable

: steps to remedy this state of affairs ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to constitute an
eXpert committee to investigate into the causes
of such breakdowns of brand new X’Ray

, Plants ?

(d) Whelher Government are aware that the docu-
Inenitary {ilms shown in C:ELCIIEL.I' District by the
State Health Department Units are not well
understood by the public due to the fact that
the films shown are mostly in Hindi ?

(¢) If so, whether Government propose to send Bengali
versions of the films only to Cachar ?

e —)

| ’ e i u.,.."

l
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lShri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical)
replied :

39. (a)—The X'Ray Plant of Silchar Civil Hospital was
out of order from May 1958 to January 1959. In the mean-
time arrangements were made by the Civil Surgeon with a local
Pharmacy ~ (M/S. P. K. Das Limited, Philanthropic Dispen-
sary) for radiological work of Hospital patients. The X’Ray
Plant is in working condition. :

" (b)—Yes, but breakdown of machineries are inevit-
dble.

(¢)—Breakdown of new machineries is not uncommon.
The defects have since been removed by the Engineer of the
Company which supplied the Plant. Constitution of a Com-
mittee is not considered necessary.

(d)—The films produced by Government of India are
nﬁostly in Hindi and English versions which are supplied for
show,

(¢e)—Yes, as and when received from the Government
of India.

Regarding position of Rice in Cachar District
Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked:
40. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state—

(a¢) Whether Government are aware that rice is dis-
appearing from Cachar market and that the
price of rice Is registering unprecedented rise-
much above the level fixed by the Government ?

(b) If so, what steps are being taken by Government to
ease the rice situation in Cachar

(¢) Whether Government propose to mobilise people’s
support in a more realistic way to the great task
i)f‘ gunmng nationalised foodgrains trade smooth-
Yy :

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Sup-
ply) replied:

40. (a)—The price of rice ruled high for a short period
during the first part of February, 1959 as there were inadequate
supplies to the market.

. (b)—The following measures have been taken to €asc
the rice situation in Cachar.
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(1) Enforcement of Price Control Orders both in
Rural and Urban Areas.

(2) Checking of movements by unlicensed dealers
and scizure of stocks hoarded by them.

(3) Taking over of the stocks of millers and non-
miller dealers for sale at controlled prices.

: 4) Suspension of licenses of dealers and millers in
Silchar Subdivision and direct purchase of paddy by Govern-
ment for building up a buffer stock.

(5) Maintenance of normal flow of rice into
market by allowing petty dealers to carry on business in rice

and

(6) Import of rice from other surplus areas of the
State into Cachar for sale through Fair Price Shops, if consi-
dered necessary.
(¢)—Yes. Minister, Supply accompanied by Special
O_fﬁcer, Supply also visited Silchar on 20th January, 1959 and
discussed the problem with representatives of all parties.

Price of rice in Cachar District

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY (Lakhipur) asked:
41. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government is aware that the price of

rice in Cachar has now shot up to Rs.25
around a maund in spite of Government having
fixed ceiling price for rice in the District ?

() If so, what measures Government propose to take
to check the speculation of private traders and
to keep down the prices ?

M. MOINUL UE CHOUDHURY (Minist
Supply) replied: L : e

IonkILR () Veas - There wis a-tem orary rise in price of rice
A Ciachian during the first part of F elg‘UEU'Y: 1959. :
b ’)—Apart from the fact that the Minister, Supply
nipanied by the Special Officer, Supply visited Silchar and
called a Mmeeting of the representatives of all interests and
discussed the steps to be taken to tide over the difficulties, the
I,Ij‘c;ll_lgewmg Steps were immediately taken to bring down the
1. Enforcement of Price Control Orders both in Rural
and Urban Areas,

— —
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2. Checking of movements by unlicensed dealers and
seizure of stocks hoarded by them
and
3. Taking over of the stock of millers and non-miller
dealers for sale at controlled prices. Besides, Government have
decided to take the following measures to arrest rise in prices of
rice in Cachar District :

1. Suspension of licenses of dealers and millers in Silchar

Subdivision and direct purchase of paddy by Government for
building up a bufler stock.

2. Maintenance of mormal flow of rice into market by
allowing petty dealers to carry on business in rice
and
3. Import of rice from other surplus areas of the State into

Cachar for sale through Fair Price Shops, if considered
necessary.

Shri Tarunsen Deka’s Point of information relating to
molestation of women by Pakistani force in
the Border

~ Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): On a point
of information, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on the 5th of March
the ‘Natun Assamiya’ published a very startling news about

the molestation of a few ladies in the District of Cachar and
RSB EIn o b shansed v v i S ts ARt

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order,
You mentioned this matter once previously when I was in
the chair when I told you that such matters might be brought

in only by Calling Attention Notices and otherwise thisis not
the procedure.

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA : | already submitted that
on the 5th March last under rule 54 of the Assembly Rules.
But it is the 8th day since

‘ ) _the submission of ny ques-
tion and yet no information has been received. So,

Sir, I am anxious to know whether it has been admitted by
the Chair or it has been rejected outright.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That information will be
given to the Member in due course, I think in the meantime

something is being done in this regard, as the Secretary
tells me,
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The Assamn Students’ and Juvenile Drinking Prohibition
Bill,~ 1959

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) !
Sir, the time is not ripe enough at present to move this
Bill. Therefore, I propose not to move this now.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : All right. Then let us come
to Resolutions.

Other Members may mnow take part in the discussion on
Shri Talukdar’s Resolution which was moved the other day.

Private Members® Resolutions

Further discussion on the Resolution moved by
Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar for the Constitu-
tion of a N. E. S. Block Comprising
Karija, Bijni, Demakachabansi and Ruposi
Mouzas of Barpeta Subdivision

I Y | ——— —

. Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
In supporting the Resolution I want to speak a few words on
this block as suggested by Mr. Talukdar. = This block comprises
Kharija, Bijni, Damkachabansi and Ruposi. These Mouzas
are on the western side o! the turbulent river Beki. Cul-
turally and socially the people of these Mouzas areone and
1}:1113 Same 1rrespective of the regions. But Kharija Bijni Mouza
Sad alrecady  been tagged with the Gabardhana N. E.
s 11310Ck" But  Kharija Bijni is separated by the
of 1’14 ent river Bekj causing immense difliculty to the people
that Mouza and as a result it is difficult for the people of one
Eiut of this Mouza to come to the other part of the block.
oreover, the headquarters of Gabardhana N. E. S. is at

: l:trpeta road. So, when the people have to come to this area
ey have to come 2 long way wvia Sorbhog, existing Beki
Public Works b E hat-<Howli sand /Barpeiakrie]
So ot Ze2 ) epa_rtm(-_\nt. ghilf., UOW’I an arp_e a road.
aly 1t is not convenient to the people of this area to

come to the headquartcrs. Sir, in this connection I want to
g0 a step further tq say about the Barpeta N. E. S. block.
‘The Barpeta N, | §  Block was constituted with the
Ghilazari Mouza Barpeta Mouza and Nowgong Mouza and
_the hqadquartcrs of this block was also located at Ganakkuchi
in which connection some preliminary works were done and
some amount of money was spent. In one of the meetings
of the Barpeta Subdivisional Development Board where Mr.
Urivedi, the Deputy Development Commissioner, was also

—— e, et

"_‘!’I" "
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present, it was decided that in any circumstances there would not
be any change in the Block. This principle of not reorganising
the block was taken in that meeting though Mr. Talukdar
was dissenting. But surprisingly enough the boundary of the
Barpeta N. E. S. Block has been changed and the newly
organised block includes Barpeta Mouza, Nowgong Mouza
and Paka Mouza with its headquarters being shifted to some
other locality. If thisis so, then is it not a disregard to the
principle already adopted by the Barpeta Subdivisional Board?
One of the hon. Members Mr. Surendra nath Das, Member,
Legislative Assembly of this House who is also a member of
that Board vehemently opposed for the addition of the Paka
Mouza along with the Barpeta Mouza as people of Paka
Mouza are culturally akin to the peopleof the adjacent block
comprising Sariha, Pub-Barja and Uttar Barja and Paka. So,
ventilating all these points Sir, when that principle adop.tﬁd'
by the Board was not honoured I support this Resolution
moved by my Friend Shri Talukdar and with these words
I resume my seat. :

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : Sir, on
this small Resolution of Shri Talukdar regarding constiution
of an N. F. S. Block, I am also willing to "spenk 2 few words
as this is a matter which involves a principle.

I was also a Member along with the 16 Members  of
this august House who submitted a representation to the
Hon. Chief Minister for constitution of an N. E. S. B!ock_
comprising—Kharja, Bijni, Damkachakabansi and Rupost
Mouzas of the Barpeta Subdivision, and when the Ch_mt
Minister kindly invited us to have our views i his Secretariat
we went and assembled there where some Government officers
and perhaps the Parliamentary Secretary concerned were also
present. So far as I remember an impression was talken b}: lhf
Chif Minister and the officers that there should be an N-: E.
Block as proposed. As it is an important matter it has also
come before the Assembly for discussion.

I have gone through the Report of the Committee set up
by the Central Government on N. E. S, Blocks and Com=~
munity Projects. This Committee was headed Dby Shri
Balavantray Mehta and in the first volume of the Report it has
been clearly stated that the aims and objects of these CO“‘fm“mFx‘:
Development projects should be to (1cv‘clop the community 5‘;‘“'1.
ally, economically and educationlly, ete. We all know thaém:'l—-
State is a backward State socially, economically ““dd cb'ec‘ts
ionally and that being sa we welcome the very aims and 0b]
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as enunciated by that Committee headed by Shri Mehta.
With that aim in view we suggested to the Minister concerned
also, many a time to see at the time of allotment of N. E. S.
Blocks and Community Projects so that the people can come
forward themselves with their own participation, because
whatever projects or plants there may be, if there is no pro-
per participation of the people then they will be ended in failure.
After the attainment of our independence as we want to organise
our national economy it is a very important factor to sec that
there is participation of the people in such plans. So, Sir,
as we suggested many a time, this time also we suggest that
in the selection of such projects or blocks the area should be
such where the people can come forward to give their
contribution voluntarily. But regarding this block, Sir,
Whﬁ:n 16 members of this House placed an objection
agamst the division of the proposed N. E. S. Block and
when My, Ghanashyam Talukdar, the Member, Legislative
Assembly of that locality, who knows every corner of that
area, says that if the block is not constituted according to
his proposal the peoples’ participation will not be there.

overnment should change their views in this respect if they
really want the economic and social improvement of the

pf:Op.le. Sir, I know the area myself since I hail from that
district.

triba{v[%gi? Kharija-Bijni is mainly .inhabil‘e'c'l by backward
relatio]; Ibz,t;l‘noa_‘.t of whom are Kacharis. Kharija-Bijni hSas direct
raﬂwayistatim] ]“I_tl”_ade and 01]1e1;w1?c, '“{lth ftltllf Ol'll)hog;
station and®h. t 1s on the northern 31ccv0 STl
e € ¢ boundary of that mouza starts about a mile’s
vl :POFEIIW’clI‘ds from the station. This is the most back-
Beki IEII in the district. There are six big rivers including
£ Ve.rybody: in this House knows that Beki is a forceful

er and at thc_:] time of flood the width of this river becomes
tWO miles in some aces ; the current is very strong
and it is difficult 1o Cch:ss IzllchCriwjfel‘ by boat. T]’lCI’g is o
permanent bridgetover the river and, therefore, it is difficult
to have a fOmmunication link of the Kharija-Bijni mouza
with other side of the river. You can, therefore, very well
understand the backwardness of the area and the majority of
fhe PCPPIC Who are trihals whose interests should be looked
into with special care and attention. Sir, the Report of the
Study Team of the Qentral Government also gives special
stress on the work in ¢ribal areas. In Section 6 of that
Report it has bzen stated that special care should be given by

e, e —— S—

—
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these blocks and the scheme-drawers of these blocks to the
tribal areas, o that their economic and other conditions
improve. In doing so, their specific culture, their specific
economic condition and other things should be taken into cosi=
deration. Furthermore, it has also been stated that as most of
the tribal areas are dominated by some moneylenders and
other exploiters, the authorities of the Development Blocks
should draw up such plans by which money and other re-
quisite necessaries of life are supplied to them, so that they
can be saved from the exploitation of moneylenders an.d
other exploiters,  So, Sir, my main object in stating this
pont is this: when the Report of the Study Team also.
suggests that specific plans and programme for the develop-
ment and improvement of the tribal people should be drawn
up for the Blocks, the Kharija-Bijni area, which is mainly
dominated by backward and poor classes of tribal people,
should receive special attention. That area has practically
10 good communication with the people living on the other
side of the Beki river, which falls in Gobardhana Mouza.
Then, Sir, Mouza Ruposi, which falls on the southern side
of the Sorbhog railway station and bazar, Damkachabansi,
harija-Bijni are contiguous mouzas and from the point of
View of economy, -culture, education, etc., they are Very
much related and the entire area comprising these three
mouzas is known as Barnagar. Sir, you may remember
that in our history also there is a reference o Barnagar,
where Chandi Barua, the great Assamese hero, lived and
had his township. This is the historical background of that
area comprising these three mouzas, which from time _im~
Memorial have cultural affinity also. In the British regime
alko, everybody of this House knows how the people of
the Baranagar area fought tooth and nail against the British
and how a great revolutionary upsurge swept that area,
how the Sorbhog aerodrome was burnt. This background
should be seen and the cultural affinity of these three mouzas
should also be seen. From the point of religion also,-though
}‘eligion does not count much now-a-days, we know that there
15 religious affinity among the people of these three
mouzas. The tribals live on the northern side and the
Hindus and Muslims live in the other two mouzas and they
have very friendly and  brotherly relation among the:}rlJi
Though there are different people with different religions stil
due to their cultural affinity théy do not feel that they belong t@
different religious faiths.

Then, Sir, Sorbhog railway station is the only big railway
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station in that area and the Sorbhog bazar is the dominant
bazar of that agea. Sorbhog police station is the only police
station of that locality and the Sub-Deputy Collector’s circle
at Sorbhog is the only circle in these three mouzas. Now, j:h_f:sc
offices also establish some link with the people of the adjoining
areas, as they have to come to Sorbhog for different purposes
and meet each other. This brings about a feeling of solidarity
amongst the people living in that area. This factor should also
be looked into.

Then, Sir, one point strikes me as very strange. I have
come to learn, and a telegram "has also been sent to
Mr, Ghanashyam Talukdar, that a Project Officer has already
been appointéd before finalisation of this Block. When Reso-
lution with regard to this matter 1is being discussed on the floor
of this House, I do not understand how a Project Officer can
be appointed before we have come to a final decision in regard
to this matter. Sir, this block, as proposed by Mr. Ghanashyam
Talukdar, is still under discussion in this House by way of
a Tesolution. This resolution may or may mnot be passed,
But before a final decision on this resolution, how a Block,
which is going to bifurcate these mouzas can be constituted ?

.. Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Commu-
nity Project, etc.): On a point of information, Sir, the hon,
Member doeg not know that so far as Kharija and Biini Mauzas
are concerneq these are already in a Block. The activities of this
Block was €Xtended from 1956 to these Mauzas.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : I refer

s oot a Block about which this proposal has come. ~This Block
1S proposed g be constituted comprising of Kharija—Bijni
an'.lkachanbasi and Ruposi Mauzas of Barpeta Subdivision,

Y Information g that for this proposed Block an Officer has
}f.e“ appointed. My point is, when for that particular Block
this resolr._xtion is coming to tl;is House, how the Government
Sla“_ aPPOINt an offeer for that Block disregarding the final
Aecision of the House on this resolution. T think, itis contrary
to the spirjg of democracy, Further, I would like to submit
abOuE another important pc.)int- I just came toknow that the
Subdivision Developi’nent Board of Barpeta has unauimo_uSlY
passed a resolution “this year that for this year the Bhabanipur
Block only shoulg be undertaken by the Government and not
any other Block. If that is so, how can the Government appo nt
an officer for the proposed Titapani, Ruposi, Damkachabansi

_—

o,
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Block, This means the Government has not respected the
recommendation of the Barpeta Subdivisional Development
Board. I do admit that when Government has power they can
disregard the recommendation of the Subdivisional Develop-
ment Board, but T think, when an unanimous or majority
decision is there regarding undertaking certain specific Block
why that recommendation has not been respected. I think
(Voice—-—Undemocratic)—Yes, undemocratic.

In this connection, I would like to say that during the last
on of the Assembly I went to the Minister-in-charge of
National Extension Service Blocks and in his chamber I gave
a4 Iopresentation from public that in my West-Nalbari
constituency, which is very backward, culturally, cconomlca}ly
and cducationally, there should be a National Extension Service
Block, T gave my own opinion also on the representation that
this case deserves special consideration but, Sir, the Minister
told me that unless there is recommendation from the Subdivi-
sional Board concerned, this cannot be done without that.

Sessi

Then, Sir, I approached the Medical Minister,
hr‘1 Rupnath Brahm a, regarding opening of a Primary Health
Unit in village Chamata. The Medical Minister informed me
that when there would be a National Extension Service Block
then_this would be given. If the opening of National Extension
Service Block is meant for improving an area, culturally,
Cdut_:ationally, economically and in all other respects, why the
replies from Minister should be such that if the Subdivisional
evelopment Board does not recommend then there cannot be
a Block and if that is so why the Government appointed
al officer for a proposed Block although the Board has not
made recommendation for this Block. I want a clarification
fom the Minister on this point.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Are you finishing ?

 Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : Yes, Sil-
will take a few minutes more.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You may take 5 minutes
more,

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : Of course, Tdo not hother
about establishment of an National Extension Service c:)u 3
Whether it is at Sarbhog, Ruposi or anywhere else but Iw o
like to know why Titapani Mauza is not included in some ©
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National Extension Service Blocks ? Sir, isit because this Tita-
%ani Mauza is inhabited by people coming from East Bengal, now
ast Pakistan ? We should not have any difference between
people of this State and people who have come to Assam. many
years ago and settled down as permanent inhabitants. We want
one Assam, strong Assam and united Assam. So all people
irrespective of castes and creed should be made united. It cannot
be done by force but it can be done by love, propaganda and
good understanding. My point is this that this Titapani Mauza is
mainly dominated by Muslims peasants coming from Fast
Bengal, they may have some diflerence of language, some
diflerence of mode of living from the people living in Damka-
chabansi and Ruposi Mouzas, where Assamese people, both
Muslims and Hindus are living. Therefore, this Titapani
Mauza should be in the National Extension Service Block with
some other blocks as mentioned by Shri Talukdar. The papers
are probably about this Block is with the Minister-in-charge,
ope, the Minister will look into the matter.
In this connection, I wouid rcad out some extracts from
the Repettrofthe Feain For-the Study of Community Projects

and National Extension Service, Volume I, regarding the role of
overnment :—

“In this Community Development “the role of the
Gove_rnment is to plan and organise the programmes on
@ national basis accordine to a well-conceived policy and tq
Provide the technical service and basic material which go

O h e S olivces—ur the commiinstics A OLTHE voluntary
Organisation, Ty relation to the people, community develop-
ment s €ssentially both an educational and organisational
Process. Tt jg educational because it is concerned with changing
such attitudes ang practices as are obstacles to social and
€conomic ilnprovaments’ engendering particular attitudes which
are conducive to these improvements, and, more generally,
Eg?mootlng & Breater receptivity to change. It is organisational
pursu?ly bec_ause people acting together are better able to

ecau(‘ the Interests which they bhave in common, but also
i 86" It réquires the reorientation of existing institutions or
Creation of ney types of institutions to make self-help fully

effective and to provide the necessary channels for govern-
mental seryiceg?

And also, Sir, the Directive Principles as have been referred
are those—The ‘three main® directions in Which community
development programme should work are; “First, increased

1
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employment and increased production by the application
of scientific methods of agriculture, including horticulture,
animal husbandry, fisheries, etc., and the establishment of
subsidiary and cotiage industries ; secondly, selfhelp and self-
reliance and the largest possible extension of the principle of
co-operation ; and thirdly, the need for devoting a portion of
the vast unutilised time and energy in the countryside for the
benefit of the community”.

So, Sir, other vrelevant portions also will show that
Government is not to impose something upon the people in the
name of Community Project and National Extension Service
Block. It is the duty of the Government only to give technical
help and other necessary help where the resources of the locality
are not adequate. So 1 like to submit that when there is
objection from the local MLL.As. and also from the other
16 M.L.As regarding the constitution of the Block, I think this
is the voice of the people and the voice of the people should be
regarded if this is really a democratic Government. Sir, I have
taken much time of the House on a trifle subject matter but the
principle is not trifling, rather much more serious. S0, blr,_Wlth
these words, I support the Resoluiion moved by my Friend,
Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar and I hope the Minister-in-charge
will see into the matter in a tealistic manner. Of course one
point is told by some people which I'do not think it s proper but
still I like to- say it. OF course, I think the Minister will
not take it seriously. It is said that as the Minister has been
elected from the Titapani Mauza, perhaps he had some
commitment made at the time of election and so he is just
to disregard the opinion and proposal given by my Friend.
If this is a fact, then it is a matter of grave concern. I hope
Shri Ahmed is not a man of that type to make a commitment of
that nature. -

Shri GHANASHYAM :TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) : Mr. De-
puty Speaker, Sir, in addition to what I have said, I want to
refer to one point that the Subdivisional Development Board
in its meeting which was attended by the Deputy Development
Commissioner at Barpeta 1t was decided against my dissenting
opinion that there will be no change in the Block and while the
Minister-in-charge of Community Project went to Sorbhog, I
pressed him for changing of the Block., He said he was llft
going to change the Block. But after a few months the Barpeta
National Extension Service Block was changed. About i}% Yeais
this Block was constituted with a headquarter neal arpe a‘.
and continued for 11 years. A Project Executive Officer was

P EEE——,.
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also appointed. A couple of months ago, the Barpeta National
Extension Service Block was changed and new one constituted.
That is what I want to make clear. Again, about the appoint-
ment of the Project Executive Officer, in our Subdivisional
Development Board, we recommended the Bhabonipur National
Extension Service Block to be taken up and not this Block.
But inspite of that, the Project Executive Officer has been
appointed before the Block was opened and has gone to
Sorbhog. I do not think this is properand I think the
Minister-in-charge of Community Project will look into it.
Tt is the demand of the people that an National Extension
Service Block should be constituted comprising Kharija-Bijni,
Damkachabansi and Ruposi mauzas. I do not want to go
further on this subject but I press the Resolution on principle,
If there is some changein one National Extension Service Block
why not make a change in other Block also.

Shri MAHADEV DAS [Barpeta (Reserved for Sche-
duled Gastes)]: CR RN T S N 3 O ) S IS
N. E.S. Block AT difae @ fAEal, wrwEniFEs 9w Fn @l
Lo P o S wfgerica fach erzta «% wwas wife afag @F
TBWCE! T T catatats w5 e w4 ABTS | FiAed 93 2@ Pro-
Der Chamnel ta wm my | o welichice E GEOE T o oA
ggj: 1,7;{:?"“1‘-‘ CI =9 =9l wiaretals fewas [FEH AwllTe dAfweem
Sub-divigor ST Y0E8 Fiw afqe TAeBa o ATOIF AT araid
o | ml;‘)nal’ DeVCIOplncnt AdViSOfy Board «57a TRt fegm
R r=:t T OIS o g qw, {21, @¥, @7, «, =9F fFoedr f[ee
TEF b ali?a:aq?hﬂwhm 7fifs (wala Ff7 fea 1 cizBoard 4T 3w
A 74l a;sn : ES Blrck stae e stazgataa e ot i fiea | oF s
ol T,;;—;,Ta_.(m_qm ¥ TS Block 7 fowas 4= GIIF) (FE4T obANabf A1F
TS ?‘”s i A 87 affs st e Fraetd @ @ | 741 fafdrs RIE(E
SFATTB e tﬁ:{jﬁ Y51 Block twals w7 fraia 245 oM stadcaeeh Central
Block = Shﬂrlﬁ‘ir FE s wazea witf wfEE wiE ctm N.E.S.
I wioy | TS W G il g wtedl® s | @ T T (9120T
o4 < ﬁ,__‘.ﬁ:'fﬁ"’ TR 2 quw wfsalfes ot RIRKRL Block 4 [w7w
Block 7 F]f;[; : ,(‘:ﬁ?' I Gl mg v cledlnE SfEaE 7 qgy aff
AFCA e da.m'r FAata ormta wmis fatar afe @ity Gisth -
ﬁa'\?af??r‘ T wREd (wi wcw fEen fael chelw gdE g

= S | IS g fog «wa Ffa =t =fE  agT Block 3
TI® G WO SR fors- aemiaichy et wrw e TN A s
42 TR AT oty T, Bies =fziE wiot ewes @ 9acs Block b
TRIS awE 377 FE i s wiw @2 Block © 4% {3wAB G,
THE GTF, R ey aqp ol 4w Am eoa P feEsT
GIEtT AT = of 315w A= Gt catst wfEe »
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W YOREE, W2 (959 Tuaw «2fifie $8  ShdRmeEd wfife
fza @ N. E. S. Block Gt fApda 4t fiaka 1 coal sf@ it
gi# «% Block 1 feowis pza wifi «ifss a=icd farze @it @4l 59
qfF 4téq feeas +id%7 Titg | 69169 bZatals SNeets Tq© «zisl fbd
FUN @ @ At @Freca eififefe iz NLE.S. Block 9 4@
bza I f aif= =icst 3f& afe fies | o2 9fe= @=m @ sat4B Block 9
fowd® 471 @i5c stadocha \ebaw aiecats wifis Ff&aca @ sarsts Block a
fSwis JaCAB1 b33 dFfe @il P54 liés iZz= @2 Block 1 (it
TAFR T2 | elfSery wmcaiy qqcAT 53R @l Gimeia @ Block 3 A4
tfzas atfEF= @ics wiw Sam Addcs Development Advisory Board ce
BT A sifzme aifim avs 35 wfews fin | @ wd 990TeR 534 4
A w4 feate o fefimamiss o fEield e saah @eR foeie
T @ AfRE | e o ateticatst @eifka 7 9F e =@
AT Q2061 F0 wicAimFca @6 oicT | siers atstiate w4s) FEEan
CIEHA =i 17 7 o5aw 9% o EISHTF o Fqeim  Twaile 99
Development Advisory Board 3 @ifis 7:2/5 Aem Teics  A990wS
AR, TG AT sftz w2 fofi 47 ¢ o7 sacetm Block twaid 3¢ |
T 79 ot «@® Block af¥s (IR §% wCH @dANT o1 RGTACE CwAr
@ frm 3 wfewrs oent e oG T, Development Board =
8 etz 92 F3ta%  Block (SHid 020w wie @30H WIRTNCS (SUN (200
G 72 @A eifs  5heF |

WATF ACEE,  waa ASPITAd Wi qzw @ olFewd ledriz
afl it @2 N.E.S. Block 7™t >o g M.L,A. 7 75ds 7 4
G%9 6pAS @i watw fifgm W oF  wfegi@ Development
Commissioner stttz ataB1 w2a1s 91 Development Board 7 7
AT TS f96AlS gy wwca Sl FWE Slwding adw fim ek g4 AR
O F[F T (ElegeT @Bthica gee @ MULLA. 36 w=w1a Sacelim celiET
TR TmBl  Efs S Teie SlEEAR olesha Tere w5
FRfem | A B qmed wiffcacecd (903 G B reforte AzEReT |
Afe ws N.E.S. Block f2bia  F1G@fs wamiy o= sises 199
GUEifs  witg @8k wwcaAita 09 1 ciferE W2 afh s wq) Fdh AT
Assembly © srefr wiwe tf afw 5S =9 T cerw e NLE.S.
Block 5 Goawifim ea woifas  w@i= =290l cwten SeAwld =4 Al G
Fypt | oF s @2 getch TET TR @R cote Ao 99
FlRCd  wrraty wwiE o sewE AbEf sifEcen :

.. Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Commu-
nity Pl_roject, ete.) : Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, T have with atten-
ton listened to the mover of this Resolution and his sup-
]forters, but I am afraid I cannot accept his Resolution.
1 the first place, as I read the Resolution I find that in this
Resolution it is stated that, this Assembly is of opinion that a

ational Extension Service Block be constituted comprising
harijai st after Kharija there is a comma—“Bijni, Damka-
chakabansi and Ruposi Mauzas of Barpeta subdivision”. Now
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according to his Resolution he wants that the National Extension
Service Block should be constituted comprising of these four
Mouzas.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): The

comma there is a mistake Sir, (laughter).

Shri FAKURUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
munity Projecis) : I am glad because it will make
my task easier to reply to the Resolution moved by him.
Now Sir, what he wants is that the National Extension Service
Block should be constituted comprising of the three mouzas,
namely, Kharija-Bijni, Damkachakabansi and Ruposi of Barpeta
subdivision. I suppose this is the purpose of his = Resolution,
My first objection to this acceptance of the Resolution that I
want to place before the House is this: That National
Extel}sion Service Blocks cannot be constituied, have not been
constituted and are not constituted Ly adoption of a Resolution
in this House. The entire State has been split up for the pur-
pose of these Blocks on the basis of population and also to a
certain extent, on the basis of the aieas. The number of the
Bloclfs on population basis has been alloited to every subdivision
and itis the Subdivisional Board which takes a decision with
regard to the area to be comprised in a Block which are to be
constituted in that subdivision and this task of dividing Barpeta
subdivision into National Extension Service Blocks was under-
t?ken 101.1g_ before T even became a Minister and according to
t 1%‘(2:1 decision I find t}e eight Blocks were constituted for this
i:}lhicgusmn. Out of these eight Blocks one is Gabardhana Block
3 Ho“f]‘i)rflpnses of 1. Kharija-Bijni, 2. Gobardhana and
p.rising Of"‘fail\zas. Another Block is the .Rupo(s‘b?\pha Block com-
T Ja_mkach_akbonsi, 2. Ruposi and 3. Titapani mauzas.
tha:lt I wapl:eSSIOD which some of my Friends wanted to create,
Kachakal, S lpterestec_l in Ruposi glock to comprise of Dam-

T thhz.snsx,lRupom and Titapani because I happen to represent
took place leo a%er_ mouzas - is entirely lncorrccf;._ This QECISJDH
and hog Méﬂgb efore I became a l\dqmber from this constituency
say that'whgm er from that area will bear me out whcnt I
£ 0 this Subdivisional Board considered the question
O SR e f the Blocks, I had nothing to do
whatsoever, tg it areas of the blocks, 2 g
ih e mﬂuenc.e the decision as I was not even present
Meetings, o7 do not know how this Resolution can
be mQVEd“at.aIl, because the Gobardhna Block comprising
Kharija-Bijni Mmauza, where the work of development which are
n operation and the Shadow Block has been in progress for
over two years and other blocks have been constituted by the
Subdivisional Board. There is nothing which remains 1o be

Al
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sonstituted for which a Resolution can be brought in this House.
Therefore I submit that his Resolution, although the hon.
Member may have the pleasure of moving it, is infructuous
and cannot be accepted. Now, we liave been told that the
constitution of a Block should not depend on assurances
given by a Member to his Constituency, but it should depend

on consideration of such factors as are likely to give benefit to
the people’ for whom these Blocks are constituted. When I
approached my voters, I did not give any such assurances.
On the other hand, Sir, I find from the Resolution which has
now bheen moved, that the consideration which has weighed
with Mr. Talukdar is perhaps the pressure put uponhim by 2
centain sections of the people in his constituency. After he
repeatedly failed to have the constitution of these Blocks as he
wants-attempts which were made on not less than three times
before the Subdivisional Board, and having failed he has now
come with this Resolution before this House. This matter
was agitated by him for the first time when the Subdivis}nnal
Board met to take into consideration, as was rightly pointed
out by my Friend Shri Mahadey Das, whether the town
area of Barpeta should also be comprised in Barpeta
Block, At that time the question of changing the bonndary of
Goburdhana and Ruposi Blocks were also agitated before the
Board but the suggestions were not accepted by the Subdivi-
sional Board. Inspite of this my Friend Shri Talukdar, after
he failed in his attempt, collected a number of members mostly
of his party.... .

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR  (Sorbhog): !
submitted a petition with signatures of 16 Members before
came (o the Subdivisional Board.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, qom'
munity Projects, etc.): Please have patience. You will be
sorry when 1 come to that aspect also. After he failed to
persuade the Subdivisional Board to change the boundary of the
Block as he wanted, he came to Shillong, collected manyof his
friends, and obtained their signatures and submiited a represen-
tation to the Chief Minister.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALURKDAR : I submitted 2
representation during the last budget session. I did notcome
to Shillong only for that.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The fact 1e:nﬁl(;’rf
that the signatares were collected by him and the representa
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was submitted to the Chief Minister. Sir, when going through
these signatures. I may tell you that many of them have not
been to that area at all and do not know about the
locality and the kinds of people living there. These
representatives were given a hearing by the Chief Minister.
After hearing the representatives, the Chief Minister said—
“Well, if you are so insistent, I shall foward your representation
to the Subdivisional Board.’” It is incorrect for Shri Talukdar
to say that the Chief Minister had promised to change the
boundaries of these areas. I find from the record, there was
nothing of the kind. As I know the Chief Minister and
as a matter of fact no Minister can make a commitment in
respect of a matter the decision of which rest with the Sub-
divisional Board, it is not correct for him to say that Chief
Minister had made a promise to change the houndary.
The Chief Minister undertook to refer the matter tothe Sub-
divisional Board where Mr. Talukdar might take a chance. This
matter was therefore again sent to the Subdivisional Board where
my Friend Shri Talukdar notwithstanding his agitation and
eﬂ‘o_r‘_c failed to secure the change. After that, when I paid
a visit to Sarbhog, he approached me and I told him that
after a decision has been taken by the Subdivisional Board it
will not be proper for me to change the boundaries of the
areas. There are difficulties as well. He wants Kharija-Bijni
to b@: brought in Ruposi Block. This cannot be allowed for
;3111e Simple reason that Kharija-Bijni is included already ina

ock calleq Gabardhana which has becen receiving the benefit

f’;g;:ﬁ];:g?& It will pe improper for this area, which is recciving
indudedor the last two or three years, tc be taken out and

ot . 1 another new Block. I told him tl_lat event if a
IS¢ 1 this case had been made by the Subdivisional Board
hiI;lnltlgt ‘have allowed this. Now, therefore, it is incorrect for
given iiy that at any time any assurance or any hope as
the Ggl er by the Chief Minister or by me or by any one in
e thirvlﬂr}lmcnt to change the boundaries of these Blocks. For
l'eccntl{ ]tlmc again the matter was agitated by Shri 'I_'al_qkdar
R Y about two or {hree months ago before the Subdivisional
et i 82 my Friend met with the same fate. Now having
which. S 1cse attempts he has come forward with this Resolution
e tr_, It Ccannot be accepted. :
b et ried to find fayle with me for agreeing to change the
oundary of the Barpeta Block after my categorical. No. in his
case. Sofar as the Barpeta Block is concerned, it is very
unfortunate that till now no decision has been taken with
regard to its site that is to say where that Block is to be
situated. On several previous occasions this matter came up
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before the Subdivisional Board but it failed to take any decision.
Failure to arrive at a decision, it was found essential that
area of the block should be changed. This was considered by
the Subdivisional Board which decided to make some alteration
in a few blocks. I merely accepted their proposal and no order
was passed by me without taking into consideration the
veiw expressed by the Subdivisional Board. Itis under these
circumstances the boundary of the Barpeta Block has been
changed. I submit, Sir, there is no justification for making a
change in the boundaries of Ruposi Block. I was, indeed, very
sorty to hear from several of my Friends when they dragged in
of religion, culture and what not in justification for acceptance
of the Resolution. I would like these Members to bear in mind
that so far as we are concerned, ouar intention is to serve the
peopleirrespective of the question of cast, creed or colour, irrespec-
tive of the fact whether one belongs to the Muslim reli-
gion or to any other religion. So far as these develop-
mental activities are concerned we must look upon every one as
FhC citizen of Assam, citizen of India. We should further bear
in mind that so far as religion is concerned, it should not be
imported in matters which are concerned with the development
of the State. I am really amazed when such things are
mentioned in the speeches by the hon, Members., What
business the hon. Member had to say that because In the
Titapani Mauza, an overwhelming number of people profess a
different religon they should not be tagged with the people of
Domkacha bansi whose religion is different. Sir, this is entire-
ly a wrong approach and I wish the sooner we f'orget about it,
the better it is for all of us. It appears that the block is sought
to be changed because it is felt that there is fear and suspicion
in the minds of a section of the people.

_ Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : The Hon’ble
Minister has not been able to follow me quite correctly, I did
not oppose the measure on communal basis.

Mr. SPEAKER : Let the Hon’ble Minister proceed with

his speech, If, something is not correctly understood, itis for
theHouse to judge.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
munity Projects) : I am afraid, Sir, the hon. Member had
not been to that area.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : Yes, Sir, [ had been to that

area.
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
munity Project, etc.):) Had he been to that place,
Sir, T am sure, he would not have talked in that manner
because while he took exception to Titapani being tagged to that
block, but he has no objection to Rupohi being tagged to Dama-
kacha bonsi. Ifmy Friend has any knowledge of Damakacha-
bonsi he will surely know that in this Mouza also a part of
the population is of the same category as the population of
Tetapani and Rupohi. I entirely agree with him that the
tribal people are very backward, educationally and economi-
cally. As such they have got to be tagged together ina
compact blocks. T repeat, my Frined has no information about
this area. There is an overwhelming number of tribal popula-
tion in Kharija-Bijni and Goboerdhan Mauzas. The river Beki,
which is between the Kharija-Bijni and Gobordhana mauzas
no doubt causes certain -difficulty in the matter of communica-
tion, But on that ground alone, 1 think, there is mo justifica-
tion to claim for a change. We have been told that,_dug-tg
Beki river it will be difficult, for the people of Kharija-Bijni
to go to Gobordhana Block, In fact they have becen going from
one place to the other all these two years since the opening of this
block in 1956. I have not so far seen any representation from
the people of Kharija-Bijni that they arc experiencing any
difficulty in going to Gobordhana Block. This question cannot
arnse because of a pumber of jcepable roads and also of the
Public Wprks Department Marboat which enables people to
ctoss the river Beki without any difficulty.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) : If
ect Officer has to come to this Block from Barpeta, he has

& phosa jo via Sor ! come to
the plage, 0 Hajo via Sorbhog and then only he can

Proj

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I cannot under-

stand 5 & r :
of ;m‘g;i'mif Friend should be so anxious about the difficulties

o i ject laken to the appoint-
ment of a Py curious objection has been tak pp

: Oject - yosi mauza during the pending

of this Resoly -t]ion %§§fer 11;{1); RI?I})use. I do not kfow what kind
Oflrr.egularity has been committed by us. It is not the business

of this House to constitute and determine the boundaries of

a block. Thisis 5 Resolution based on parochial outlook and

has not been brought to serve the interest of the people. The
‘Government can accept this kind of Resolution. If they doso
there would be endless trouble. Every one would then be enti-
tled to demand the change of the block when its location does not
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suit him. I submit that no irregularity has been committed by us
by passing an order to appoiat the officer. Nor we have become
undemocratic and I take the entire responsibility about it. 1
again say that by sending the officer to Sorbhog or to Rupost
we have not committed any irregularity or taken any undemo-
cratic method. 1 do not know why this kind of arguments have
been advanced. I have been asked why Bhabanipur Block was
not taken and why preference has been shown to other blocks.
Sir, If we have to give preference to the backward areas we
have to consider many factors. Hon. Members may realise
that Titapani is a backward area where there is no educational
and other facilities. In view of that I do not see any reason
why any objection should have been taken from any side. In
giving preference to those blocks I feel that in those areas a
block was long over due. I know that after constituting a block
there the purpose for which the community development
work is taken will be more then fulfilled. In giving preference
tosuch areas it cannot also be said that we have not taken into
consideration the wishes of the Subdivisional Board. After the
Subdivisional Board and their recommendations, it is for the
Government to decide which particulararea should be taken firste
Morover, I ask the hon. Members not to show much concern
as within 6 or 7 years’ time all these within the State will
be covered by blocks. It is only a question of time. Some will be
taken this year and some next year and in that way all will be
taken ultimately. So, I do not know why this objection has
been raised which has nothing to do with the Resolution moved
]DY Shri Talukdar. T submit, Sir, that though this Resolution is
infructuous I have taken pain to satisfy the hon. Members and
also to acquaint them with regard to the real situation. I
further submit that when the Mover failed three times to get a
decision changed before the Subdivisional Board it was not
proper for him to waste the time of the House by bringing
this Resolution. I therefore oppose this Resolution.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want
to withdraw his Resolution ?

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): No. Sir:

(The Resolution was put to voice, vote and lost).
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Resolution 7¢: to move the Central Government to take
immediate steps for extending Railway lines
connecting Pandu and Goalpara with Tura in
Garo Hills, and Rangapara North with
Lakhimpur North in the State of Assam
to facilitate exploitation of mineral
and forest resources and for
industrial and economic
development

*Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of opinion
that with a view to facilitate exploitation of the mineral and
forest resources, and for industrial and economic development,
the Government of Assam do move Central Government to take
immediate steps for extending Railway lines connecting Pandu
and Goalpara with Tura in Garo Hills, and Rangapara North
with Lakhimpur North in the State of Astam.

CATT  Tezien, @i o oqileT T AR wlg Ao 4fiE
TN AE TG AT | @ el SiR@T ST 2OTR gEe )
R G e T e s - e e ot [ NP i et
T AT Bfls w9 o1 Wiz @waia qle-alzad awiEad sk 6l
SHSIT  “CFA bo  Giot Wi AqIalz Fal za @ AR oRas 9l
ST Q0 St Adten qishs «E @@ AFAET GRS |

(4 voice from the
If the Chair P

Mr. D§ /s fidl
in English, EPUTY SPEAKER: I have no objection if he speaks

Treasury Bench: ¢ Please Sp'f:akin English*’)
ermits 1 can speak in English,

good:Shn RAM NATH SARMA : Sir, 80 per cent of the
S are carried by the Railway in different parts of our
Fads StZt and 70 per cent of the goods are carried by railway in
railway ‘13 . L, you know that the total milecage covered by
b nf‘ ndia is 32,000 which is the greatest in Asia, This
develop OE;"H‘;. ¢ development of the country and also to
etc. But, T am glc’tgral a.nd other PI:Od _uc:tsﬁh‘l‘fteFi:c\res;c(3 agr%)ﬁulcure;

e T Iy tosay that in the‘ st Five Year Plan ou
Talaway OOl Ger, 1. of new. Toads dismantling some
RATTOW Faugeslines afs some places but in Assam not a single
mile Ofroakd Was taken. Some people say that the portion
between Fakiragram, and Alipurduar is a new road that has
been taken by the Centre for Assam. This is a new

#Speech not corrected.
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nilway route taken by the Centre in Assam. But that
s a miscalculation. Tt is not a new route or extension
ofan existing road; it is only rehabilitation of our former rail-
way line. A portion of our railway line went to Pakistan and
soinorder to establish a link between Assam and the rest of
India this route was constructed. So, this is only rehabilita-
tion and not extension or construction of any new route.
As regards the Second Plan, Sir, Government have
contemplated to take 842 miles of new route, build 1607 miles
of double track and convert 267 miles from mettre to broad
gauge. But two and half years of the plan period are over
and not a single mile of railway track was extended within
the State of Assam. The other day the Finance Minister has
also referredin his address to the apathetic attitude of the
Centre towards Assam as revealed in the Railway Budget. In
the Parliament, Sir, our learned representative Shri Bhagawati,
also discussed this point claborately, but it seems it has had
1m0 effect. On the last occasion also we passed a Resolution
equesting the Central Government to construct a railway
line from Rangapara North to Murkongselek  via  North
akhimpur. Though we passed this resolution, no action was
taken, as will be seen from the Railway Budget which was
Passed in the Parliament yesterday, But, Sir, what is the
Position ? Trom Tezpur to North Lakhimpur, a stretch of
about 130 miles, there is no other communicalion except one
road. Previously we had river transport, but this had to be
Stopped after the great earthquake as no cargo boat can ply.
There is also no railway. The only means of communication
S one road which also has got two or three big ferries like
Jia-Bhorali, and the one in the middle just on the boundary
of North Lakhimpur and ‘Tezpur.  During rainy season it
s0metimes takes not only one day but two to three days to reach
orth Lakhimpur from Tezpur. ~ Sir, there are about 100 tea
gardens between Tezpur and North Lakhimpur and this part of
the country is mainly dependent on agricuture. The agricultural
Produce of this area is renowned. Government have got to depot
Centres, one at Gomari and the another at Badati. There are
forest products and agar mahals. But for want of facility of
Communication the people of these areas are finding great
difficulties. The agriculturists are not getting proper prices
for their produce only due to lack of proper communication.
Therefore, unless and until this portion of the railway route
1S congtructed, the entire economy of the people will remain
1 a stand-still condition and the development of that part of
the State will also remain stand-still. Therefore, SI!:, in the
interest of the development of a part of the country itself the
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Central Government should take this up very scriously and
should construct this line without any further delay.

As regards the other portion, via., Pandu to Tura in the
Garo Hills, I would like to say that from Mirza Hill upto
phulbari is full of valuable forest and we get our forest products
mainly from that part of the State. But what is the position
now? We cannot operate our forests properly due to lack of

railway transport and the people also do not get the forest
to difficulty of communication.

products at a cheaper rate due
Moreover, this place is renowned for agricultural products
also, but the agriculturists are not getting adequate or rcasonable
rices for their products for want of railway communications.
Then from Kulsi if you go upwards right to the inter.or of the
Garo_ Hills, you will find the whole Dbelt full of minerals,
especially coal.  We could not tap tliose mineral resources and
the coal fields for lack of good transport. In the Khasi Hills
there is coal, but there is onlyonc good road from Shillong to
Gauhati and the people find it difficult to transport coal from
Shillong to Gauhati. From Agia to Tura, even the road is
not very good. Sometimes it becomes only jeepable and it
becomes difficult to ply heavy trucks. Due to this lack of
adequate transport, the whole coal field is lying untapped and
the entire development of the country is being retarded. - Sir,
:}vg S}:""YS utter good and sweet words that we are thinking
e ‘Eﬁzm)mlc development of the hill _pcoplc, but we are not
R f;Iill adequate facilities for this purpose. We have
S Wh'ecll to provide adequate transport facilities
tiOl‘]. Wh ]C_l ﬂ]ey cannot raise their economic COI’Id!"
il gt is the use of saying SO many sweet words 1f
develoir '0 anything substantial for them? ~So, Sir, for the
eCOnonI:ibellt o_f_ the hill people and for betterment of their
facilitios CF?fll_dltlon we must first p]'()v.lde. adequate transport
s Hiil;pm llc;iularly railway communication from I_’andu to
5 impi‘o\;e' By therwise it .will not be possible for the hill people
i €T eConomic condition, however nice words Wwe
iathe bl Sympathy for the hill pe_ople. Today, what 1s
oy go0 §n of a man living in Garo Hills ? He does not get
bt arket for his _agricultural produce and other
products.  No industrialist or industrial concern gocs to the
Garo Hills to tap the mineral resources for the development
of the country itself, Tt is difficult in the present set-up (0
take all these things under the public sector. Even if public
sector ' takes them wup, railway facilities will be essentially
necessary. Unless and until railway facilities are given to Garo
Hills, the rich mineral resources of that area will remain as

ey | o — A—
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jewels under the depth of sea. Therefore, for the develop-
ment of the country itself within the periods of the Plans
envisaged we should develop the whole country and in this
the Central Government should be equal to all the States.
The backward areas to which access is difficult but which are
full of natural resources and undiscovered wealth, in order to
tap them and derive bencfit from them by the State Govern-
ment and its people and the country as a whole, communica-
tion by railway, which is the only means of access to such
areas, should be opened early. People living in those
unaccessible areas in the midst of forests can hope to have
better standard of living if development of communication 1s
taken up.

Therefore, Sir, when it is the earnest desires of the peoples
not only of Garo Hills but of the whole State of Assam that
there should be railway connection from Pandu to these areas,
which will not only help the people living in these areas to have
modern amenities of life but will also help in unearthing the
natural resources which will not only enrich the State of Assam
but the country as well, immediate steps should be taken by the
Central Government to construct this railway line.

Sir, as regards the other portion of my resolution that
the railway line from Rangpara North should be extended to
Llakhimpur North, this should be done considering the
difficulties now undergone by the tea industry, agricultural
producers, the people in North Lakhimpur Sub-division and
major part of Tezpur Sub-division. The economic condition
of the people, in those areas cannot improve unless there is
railway connection. You cannot expect to improve agriculture,
forest,” tea industry and other things of those areas. If this
railway connection is extended not only the people of Lakhim-
pur and Darrang districts will derive benefit but the entire
State and the country will be benefited.

_ Sir, we have heard high sounding words very often from
high officials and persons coming to Assam. During their
stay when they visit these places, they give us great many hopes
and assurances. But with their departure there and then the
assurances go the melting point.

Sir, the first plan is over, this is the ending of the second
year of the second plan and third plan is in the making but
as the hon. TFinance Minister himself said in the course of his
budget speech the other day that uptill now practically nothing
has been done in regard to railway in Assam. It seems Wwe€
are not getting anything for Assam. On the other hand, we
sce that whenever any cut in the plans are required it 15 from
Assam and mnot from other States. We haye seen from the
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g‘;gget S'Ii:emh of ‘the- hon. Finance Minister that there is a
of tZY 81 on Irrigation from the 2nd plan. The departments
pra'cfi ﬁntaal _Government which are stationed in  Assam, we
L) n'e‘i? ynderlve no benefit from them. In the inudstrial side,
e Hotge t)f rlilfsigy wf(‘)rtl;lx the name. hz}s been set up in Assam,
ok ery for Assam is still in tl_le papers, its loca-
Ia_s not yet been fixed not to speak of installing it. f
~_In regarding to railway, of course, this State is provided
with a Zone, What will be that Zone for if we calx)mot get
S?Yh?eneﬁt from it ? There is this Zone but there is not the
Sugh zzt ei{tef{xsmn of railway line. Facilities for passengers,
s Fhat orm, waiting rooni, ¢tc. have not been improved.
S R s are not getting jobs as they ought to have.
Sidentll;t_zstaurants and stalls are settled with the people of out-
rai]w;,,;s zsgzée.it Contraﬁts are not giﬁren to I;)ur peﬁple. By this
; seems there may have been the growth of
S0 3 : :
W:;eesr‘;ef)vl' buildings or some big officials. When the Zone I
e ita ished in Assam then we had great expectation but
B, dagpears no useful purpose for the sons of this State has
bl erived. Unless the purpose for which it was esta-
detive T ssam that the people of the State would
Nisors enefit from it, it is meaningless to have the Zone in
Si - 2
10pme11;{; ‘fl\lstsii;rtn 1s not only a backward State wanting deve-
sides by fore; is a frontier State surrounded on almost all
be neglectedlgn countries. If this is so, how can this State
and parcel of I When India is ours and Assam is a part
ndia to ge _ndla, it is the primary duty of Government of
side with Oﬂ'? that this backward State is developed side by
in the devel o State_s- While other States are going far ahead
Th Opment in all spheres our State is lying backward.
% ercfore Si : i .
like what th » OIr, the Centre must consider the case of Assam
Madhya Pr;:?{ have considered the case of Uttar Pradesh or
line in Tripy esh. In the last Railway Budget only a railway
India havglg) br a has been taken and 2 railway lines in Southern
Central Gey €en taken. But this Assembly requested the
Tezpur ang ernment in the last Session to extend this line to
North Lakhi k '
been t .akhimpur. We do not know why this has
{ urned do ,
Shri Bhagaw.at'w n by the Centre. OQur Member of Parliament,
speech in the 1;: Pressed the case and gave an illuminating [
COnSASrAtion I arliament regarding the Railway Budget but no
B as be_en given in that respect too. I know we .
S f‘eprPmatlon and our representatives in the Parlia-
3 in number. But even then, weare a strong
gz&_‘z? and we are also a part of India and we claim the same
= tlh 1es given to other States of the country and Government
- e Centre must not deny our demands and our necessities
and when we can make the Central Government feel that we

— — .. __,.‘-—__‘
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are a part and parcel of the country, they must give us the
equal treatment and give us our legitimate demands. This ex-
tension of railway line is our legitimate demand for the develop-
ment not only of the State alone but of the country as a whole.
I think ifthe Centre does not care for the development of our
State then that is their negligence of their duty for the interest
of India as a whole. Therefore, if there are any lovers of India,
they must think of Assam also in the same way. Therefore, the
Centre must consider our case, they should consider our case
and they should at any cost extend this railway line as suggested
in my Resolution. With these words, I move my Resolution.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Resolution moyved is
that this Assembly is of opinion that with a view to facilitate
exploitation of the mineral and forest, resources and for in-
dustrial and economic development, the Government of Assam
do move Central Government to take immidiate steps for ex-
tending Railway lines connecting Pandu and Goalpara with
Tura in Garo Hills and Rangapara North with Lakhimpur
North in the State of Assam.

*Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I have an amendment to move with regard to
this Resolution. Sir, I beg to move an- Amendment to the
Resolution as follows—

“Replacc the word “Tura” appearing in the 6th line after
the word ‘““with’’ and before the word “in”> by the words ¢‘coal
bearing arcas’® so that the whole resolution will read as follows
In the amended form—

“This Assembly is of opinion that with a view to facilitate
exploitation of the mineral and forest resources and for 1n-
dustrial and economic development, the Government of Assam
do move Central Government to take immediate steps for €x-
tending Railway lines connecting Pandu and Goalpara w}t_h
coal bearing areas in Garo Hills, and Rangapara North with
Lakhimpur North in the State of Assam”,

Now Sir, with this Amendment I support the Resolution.,

In this connection, I want to make a few observations: Now

Sir, the mover of the Resolution has explained in vivid tcrmst

what injustice has been done to the growth and _d_evclopr?c;ls
of this State by not sanctioning the adequate facilities such

R Pl S

s —

*Speech not corrected
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railways and others by the Central Government. It is not only
this instance that this Resolution has been moved in this august
House but twice. Such a resolution was also moved for the
construction of a railway line from Rangapara to Morkongselek.
As regards the railway line from Pandu to Garo Hills, I unde:-
stand the proposal was mooted out when Shri Medhi was the
Chief Minister here a few years back. But we do not find any
construction of even one foot of railway line from Pandu to Garo
Hills though we know that survey was taken up and all neces-
sary steps were also taken up for construction of this ;ailway
line and there are other places also which need connection by
railway such as Bongaigaon, Jogighopa, etc., about which also
the Member of this august House spoke in unequivocal terms
about the necessity for this railway line for the purpose of
uniform development of the State of ours. Our demand is
very modest. We have not made any extravagant demand but
we waited for the good wishes and for the good will of the
Central Government for the last 11 years since Independence.
Several hundreds of miles of railways were being constructed
in different parts of the various States of India whereas unfor-
tunately for us, and it is a2 matter for the people of Assam to
regret most that in this respect the Central Government has
ot done justice to us and to this alone, this want of deve-
lopment, this state of undeveloped condition of Assam may be
attributed, i.e., the indifference of the Central Government to
grant the necessary facilities for the purpose of developing the
\Aa;:mus sesources of the State of ours. Rightly, the people of
hasatlnl; are rather very much discontent with the dealing that
= €N meted out to ys by the Central Governmen't. so far
Sranting the facilitics for the purpose of exploiting the
Various resources in the State of Assam is concerned. We have
got bamboo, byt we do not see the light of a paper mill. We
have 80t coal in abundance, but we do not find any coal factory
or anything which may expjloit this very valuable mineral re-

sources into valuable products. We have got oil, but we have
11{10 refinery and as stated by my Friend, the mover, we do not

now when the oj] refinery of Assam will see the light of the
day. There have been doubts entertained at several quarters

as to whether ¢ : in A T
e efinery in Assam. eams
after teams re will be any r Y

have co - and have referred to the
North Bank anq therggutt(;l %ZSEIT but have not uptil now been
able to decide where the site for the oil refinery should be
established. Thjs would naturally rouse curiosity in the minds
of the people of Assam and may rightly question whether we
are going to have the oil refinery in Assam where _oil-resources
are more than abundance. Even we have seen in the paper
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recently publishing a news that even in Mangaldai some
crude oil has been traced by the Subdivisional Officer
there. There are abundant resources here—coal Tesources,
mineral resources, cement 2and lime stone and other things.
We know that we have gold in the River Subansiri. During
the days cf the Ahom Rajas, gold was extracted from the
sands of the river Subansiri. If proper attempts are macle,
we may find here sources «f gold even. There arc 350
many avenues for development. We have got jute in abund-
ance, yet we have no jute mill here. We have got sugar
cane in abundance and fortunately through the co-operation
of the people we have got one sugar Co-operative mil
in the State. Sir, these resources are there in abundance
in our State since the British days but up till now these
have not been exploited for the benefit of the people and
also for the benefit of the State as a whole., Theréfore, the
people of Assam have a legitimate demand for a minimum
number of miles of railway. Sir, you have seen the other day
our M. Ps., met the Prime Minister and they also raised the
same question, that is, for construction ofa railway line {rom
Rangapara North to Murkong Selek. And also during the
discussion of the Railway Budget in Parliament you have scen
our M. Ps. expressed concern and regret because there was
no provision for construction of even one mile of raiway 1n
Assam. For this lack of sympathy of the Gentral Government
towards this State the people of Assam naturally have be-
come frustrated. They have become frustrated due to want
of facilities and help which have not been extended to them to
develop themselves.

Then again Sir, on the one side hon. Members have seen
that there are vast resources in Garo Hills, there is coal in
abundance there, there are raw material resources for manu-
facturing paper, if these resources are properly mpped and
exploited it will certainly enrich our brothers and sisters in
the Garo Hills and if a railway line is constructed, it will not
only enrich the people but the nation as a whole. Sir, you
cannot expect to have industrial development worth the name
t_hrough bullock carts, buses and Jorries. It is simply fantas-
tic. If we really want to develop the Garo Hills, or for the
matter of that, the entire State, it can be done not by b.ullo.ck
carts, buses or lorries. It is impossible. Heavy machineries
have to be carried to these places and this can be done only by
constructing railways.
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Sir, in the North Bank also hon. Members know with
what difficulties the inhabitants of those areas are living, They
have to pass through many turbulent rivers, it takes days for
thosec people to come down to the South Bank. Specially in
rainy season one cannot come from Ragapara North even on
bullock carts. If the Central Government is really serious to
develop this poor State of ours which is considered by them
to be strategically important from the defence point of view,
then they should come to our help to construct rajlways con-
necting the South Bank with the North Bank. But what have
we seen ? As a matter of fact we have seen that for the last
11 years after Independence not even a foot of railway line
was constructed in our State. Now Sir, this Resolution has
clearly indicated two things. We do not want to embarrass
the Central Government with fresh demand for construction
of railways at different places, but we only want what was com-
mitted and what was assured by them, that 1s the railway
line from Pandu to Garo Hills through Goalpara should be
completed without delay, otherwise the simple people—our
brothers and sisters living in these areas will feel frustrated
and our leaders will not be able to show their faces to them
and speak about development schemes ectc., when they sce that
not even a railway line to Garo Hills which the Central Go-
vernment have committed, has been constructed. Similarly,
S_“_; our leader cannot- face the people of the North Bank
1t1}~;réng in North Lakhimpur or Murkong Selek and speak to
whge at)}?ut development when they see that they remain
S GGY were while other areas have been developed.
T thi entral Goyernment may say that they cannot deve-
arlé so]S part of our State in the North Bank because there

. many difficulty because there are so mainy turbulent
rivers and so on, Bgt I must say that thatisnot enough.
Those of us who have seen the Bharka Nangal projects in
Othel_‘ parts of India, they come here with a very discon-
solating heart to sce the vast areas from Rangapara North to
Moﬂ::cmg Selek in utter neglected and undeveloped stage
as  if we are still in the British days. Sir, we cannot
shut our eyes to the deplorable condition of these arcas and
do nothing, Therefore, Sir, I associate myself with the feelings
expressed by my Friend the mover of this Resolution and also
commend this Resolution to the acceptance of the House. Sir,
this is not a local problem but it concerns the entire Statc and
it is only the antipathy and injustice done to this State of ours
which has hampered its development. So unless there is a rail-
way line connecting these areas, whatever efforts this Govern-
ment may make, they will not be, able to develop this State pf
ours in the way other States have been developed. It will

l  — o — ——
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remain always in an undeveloped stage. Sir, this State of
ours is a problem State. Here people of diverse religions,
culture, languages and customs live and unless the Central
Government open their heart fully and help, it will not be
possible for our poor Government to develop the State. Then
we have also the hill people and the people living in the
border areas. We know how much these people living in the
borders are suffering. In order to mitigate their hardships as
also the difficulties of the people living in the North Bank
areas who live like the hills people, we badly need the help
from the Central Government because it is not possible for
this poor Government of ours with limited resources to
effect all these developments.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Are we concluding Mr.
Das ?

*Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barpeta): No Sir, I will
require some more time.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m.
(After Lunch)

*Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
as I have already stated in my speech that we are moving in
avicious circle. When we demand any industries the plea
15 taken that there is transport botileneck. If this argument
gocs on I capnot imagine when and how Assam is going to
Industrialised. How industry and commerce can develop in
Assam ? This is a very serious question which is engaging the
attention of the pecople of Assam. Therefore, Sir, this House
and others outside are very much anxious that our railway line
should be stabilised. The demand for doubling the line is
there but it is not taking place. We are glad we have got the
Eastern Zone of Railways. But we expect that some more
things would follow the establishment of the Eastern Zone.
Mere establishment of the Eastern Zone will not mecet the
aspiration of the people of Assam so far as the development
of this State is concerned. It should be followed _bY the
establishment and construction of necessary railway lines to
those areas which are very much backward and where practically
there is no industrial or commercial development and also to

*Speech not corrected
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those areas where we can exploit the mineral resources and
natural resources existing in those arcas. Therefore, Sir,
I request that our Government would take all necessary steps
and try to impress upon the Government of India about the
feeling of frustration that has overtaken the mind of the people
of Assam. Unfortunately there is a feeling that we are being ’
neglected, specially the people of those arcas from Rangapara
North to Morkongselek and also the people of Garo Hills have
been neglected in the matter of transport facilitics,-1n the
matter of railway facilities. Therefore, I have moved this
amendment in this House with the hope that the whole House
will give its support to my amendment. Sir, before I conclude
I also voice the expression made by the mover that we must
do something for the people of Assam especially for the younger
generation with regard to the problem of unemployment Wh_ich
1s growing to such a proportion that unless we _do something
early it will go beyond our control. In the railway employ- r
ment our youth of the country should also find employment.

With these few words, Sir, I commend my amendment
for the acceptance of the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The amendment moved is
that replace the word “Tura’’ ;Lppcaring in the 6th line after
::%16: word “with>> and before the word in” by the words

Coal bearing areas’® 5o that the whole resolution will read

as follows in the amended form—

@i -LDis Assembly is of opinion that with a view to facilitate

€xploitation of the mineral and forest resources and for indus-

1.]‘17:11 and economic developimnent, the Government of Assam

¢o move Central Government to take immediate steps for

extending Rajlway lines connecting Pandu and Goalpara with

ioal bearing areas in Garo Hills, and Rangapara North with
akhimpur North in the State of Assam.”’

Y f—

Soeanixi TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : Mz, Deputy
pf,a‘ker, _Sn-, I welcome this resolution and I think this is the
uniied voice of the people of Assam. Although we may differ X

in 1dcplog1cal, political or religious thoughts. But when,
}herc 15 the question of improvement of our railway lines,
unprovement of our transport, improvement of our industries l
agriculture, etc., we are one, and I hope this oneness will
remain till last,  Sir, last year when I had the opportunity
to go to the Punjab, I saw many projects including Bhal_sra
Nangal project and also the railway lines and stations which
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have been improved after the attainment of independence.
Isaw the capital town of the Punjab also which is recently
been established and developed. After seeing all these new
installations of industries and some projects really I felt where
we were. It has rightly been stated by my Friend, Shri Ram
Nath Sarma that this sort of negligence by the Central Govern-
ment is not only a loss to this State, but to the country as a whole.
If any part of the country remains undeveloped it will reflect
on other part of the country. Sir, everybody knows Govern-
ment of India also know that Assam is the State which is full
of so much resources such as coal, oil, timber, etc. Still after
knowing these facts I do not know why our case is not taken
into consideration. Not only in this august House but cutside
also lakhs of people from Dhubri to Sadiya from Cachar to
Bhutan Hill border, are experiencing transport difficulties and
for that our industries cannot be developed. This should have
got priority in our Five Year Plans. In spite of that, in spite of
the united demand of the people of Assam, why do the Central
Government not take up our case ? Sir, it is really an injustice
done to the people of Assam. There should not only be a line
from Pandu to Garo Hills and to the coal areas of Garo Hills
and also to the North Lakhimpur areas but also I suggest to
this Government to place before the Central Government that
more railway lines in hills areas like Khasi and Jaintia Hills
and other hills should be made because in hills districts there
are so many resources which are not yet processed and utilised
n absence of railway communication. Without the assistance
of the Central Government is not feasible for the State Govern-
ment with the meagre amount at his hand to utilise these
fesources. Of course, on the other day while United States
Trade Mission were addressed by the Minister in charge of
Industries he appealed to them that although we have ample
resources nobody has come forward to our rescue. Almost
all important points have been touched by him. Another
important point which I want to indicate here is that railway
lines are not only necessary for utilising our resources but from
the point of defence also railway lines are very mnecessary.
Everyone of us know that we are surrounded by foreign coun-
tries like Pakistan, China, Burma and Bhutan and ours being
a very small State and being surrounded by so many foreign
countries, the defence line should be most strengthened and
to make the defence strong the railway is needed to be imPrOVCd
and made up-to-date, I may refer to recent aggression O
Pakistan. To resist that aggression of Pakistan our Govern-
ment had to spend a huge amount because of lack of good
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communication. This is one of the factors for the huge expen-
diture. Just a few days back, i.¢., on 5th of March the so-called
Ankara Pact was signed for which our Prime Minister was also
anxious o know the explanation in which cases the Ankara
Pact would be applied. The contradictory versions from the
United States spokemen and the foreign Olffice spokesman of
Pakistan are rcally to be considered very seriously. When our
Prime Minister sought explanation the United States spokes-
manof course in a diverting way replied in the Press Gonlerence
that in case of India it will not be applied. DBut side by side
there was another military pact which has been signed with
Pakistan, Iurthermore, it is most striking that when the Pakis-
tan Foreign Minister said “In all cases this Pact will be applied’?
it also means that it would be applied in case of India also,
So when there are conflicting statements from two Governments’
spokesmen, Sir, we must realise that there is ample fear for yg,
We, therefore, must strengthen our border.

We know that incessant attacks by Pakistani forces in our
border areas are going on. Not that Pakistan has ample forces to
attack us, not that Pakistan has sufficient resources to attack us,
Tliey know that the forces of India are mightier than thoseof Pa-
kistan, Still, why they have enough courage to attack us? Because
there is the magic hand of the United States from whom Pakistan
has obtained so many arms aid. So, Sir, it is very much a poin¢
to be noted by this august House that after this Ankara Pact
tS ell'j: were series of aggression against the border people.
: (;)s ;i(‘)m = point of defence also, to safeguard olr AL
Uit 1Eguard our horder people from the distress, the railway line
lineu d _be much more strengthened and l_)roadcned. The railway
s ‘T} at present we have are or metre trainsgauge and they are s

uch Mismanaged by the authority that sometimes when people
€ome from other S¢ates Lo them in comparison with the other
types of railway line in those States it appears as if our rail-
way lines are “cari.lines’’ because the movement of trains
ﬁl 39‘510"% the line is so small and the stations are so congested
ra;illtvlt really deserves consideration. So, not only we want these
chal ay lm.ks as spoken by hon. Friends, side by side we demand

a ourrailway lines should be muchmore strengthened.
1T, it has been richtly stated by hon. Shri Sarmah that in
the sphere of SoEy ideration should b

ive cmployment also proper conslderation should be
81VEN 10 our youths. I know if many cases that under some pleag
of trifling Mmatters, some of our deserving cases are rejected,
There are ample examples of this. ®o a very strong demand
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should be made before the Government of India so that first

priority should be given to the sons of the soil in the sphere of
employment.

Another point I would like to refer to, is that limited
number of bogies are provided in our passenger trains that
thers are not adequate scats or shelteis to the passengers. If
onc is to undertake a railway journey he is to be ready for all
kinds of sufferings and inconveniences. He is to fight with
his co-passengers for a seat. In some cases he is to lose something
inthe train. I know there is lack of space in almost all the
trains and generally quarters take place between passengers train
for seats. So it is really a very disappointing affair a_nd it
should be noted by the Central Government that railway
bogies which have been given at present should be morc in
number, Furthermore the number of trains which are running
are also not sufficient to meet the growing demands of the
travelling population. Therefore number of trains should be
increased.

Sir, when some thing is spoken of the food problem and
supply of our daily necessaries our Supply Minister who 18
perhaps to some extent justified in some cases though not in all
that due to transport difficulty prices of those articles are high
and could not be supplied in time and that due to transpori
bottleneck the cost of living in Assam is very high.

True, in some cases, of course, due to the transport
bottleneck, the cost of living in Assam has gone up very high.
Whenever I have an opportunity to go other placesin the
Country, I had occasion to study the price structure prevalent
n different places and I find that Assam is the most costlies
place in regard to the cost of essential commodities of living.

€na man can have his daily meal in between four to eight
annas, in other places, here in Assam one has got to spend not
less than Rs. 2 per for his two meals a day. This has caused
tremendous difficulty not only to the Government but also to
the poor people with very limited daily income irrespective of
caste, colour or creed and polilical affiliations. We all know,
Sir, the people living in Shillong, the capital town of the State,
are facing unspeakable difficulty because of the high cost of
living here. If we want to remove these difficulties, surely
our first demaund should be that our Railway lines should be
improved,

Sir, our communications by Steamer over the Brahmaputra
river are also facing tremendous difficulty. The Steamer
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Company carrying on the transport business over this river are
now not so keen in regard to this matter as they were
previously. Another cause of this difficulty is due to the fact
that our steamers have to pass through Pakistan with whose
Government our relation is not at all friendly at present. As a
result of this, some of our commodities are held up in this
portion. Recently also we read in the newspapers thatsome
steamers were held up in the Pakistan territory. So transport
of commodities through this 1iver is also not at all safe,
Therefore, from that point of view also thereis sufficiently
strong ground for strengthening and widening the railway lines
to Assam.

I, therefore, suggest that Government should take not only
the case of these two railway lines as proposed by the mover of
the Resolution, Shri Ram Nath Sarmah, but they should move
for certain other lines also such as the line to jon this capital
town of Assam and such other lines which will connect other hill
stations with the plains where there are sufficient raw-materials,
such as woods and other valuable forest procuce, etc. The
existing railway lines should be improved and strengthened.
And for that a strong representation should be given to the
Central Government., If the Central Government do not
agrec favourablyto consider our proposal, then with a view
s Rrevail upon the Central Government to accede to our
Just and essential demands. I appeal to thc Government and
ook people of Assam as a whole to unite themselves and
%ut up their joing demand in such a way SO that the Central
m(i)rzrf roment  will realise that our demand is based on bare
the r;lun]l Justice and cannot but be fulfilled just like the dc_fnancl
for I:hop € of Assam not long before putup before the Centre

e Oil Refinery with successful result.

Scl]-?r' GHANASHYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for
e eduled Castes!|: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, I congratulate
e ’I};lovcr of the Resolution, Shri Ram N ath Sarmah as he has
o tsl?l ! to focus the attention of the Government of Assam and
e ntile Centra] Government to a very vital problem affecting the
1nterest of Assam by this Resolution. I am sure, 1) body will
differ that we inust develop our country economically, industri-

ally and Commercially. There are 10 WO opinions about it,
The purpose of bringing this resolutionis to draw the pointed
attention of this Goyernment to this very urgent problem so that
our Government may take steps and serious notice of this vital
question with which the whole State is concerned. So far as the
question of exteniion of the railway line from Pandu

‘F._
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via Goalpara to Garo Hills is concerned, this question was once
taken up a few years back and we had to take a deputation to
the then Union Minister for communication with a view (O
bring home to him the urgency of this very vital problem.
At that time we were told that for want of steel, this matter
would take some time to materialise. But during these few
years we have seen that such or similar projects have been taken
up by the Government of India in certain other States. This
shows, probably, our Government remained silent for these few
years. Therefore, I would request the Government to take up
immediate steps now for the establishment  of the railway line.
In this connection I would like to sav that the railway line to
Garo Hills deserves all priority. So far as the Garo Hills1s
concerned, itis, so to say, the kingdom of forests, it isof very
resourceful district. It is so rich in mineral resources that1
they are properly exploited, it will not only change the economic
face of this State alone, but will be in a position to contribute
very substantially towards the economic development of India
as a whole. As my Friend, Shri Deka has stated just now that
this State should get priority on the stretagic point of view t00-
I do not think there is any difficulty to implement this when
the district is so resourceful, so rich in its mineral potentials
and forest wealth like timber, bamboos, lac, etc. It has
been learnt from the Geological Survey of India’s report that
about 65 thousand tons of ceal can be collected from the -
Garo Hills alone. It is known to our Friends, that the timber
business in this State could not be carried on in any satisfactory
manner since the partiton of the country. Therefore I think
1t is high time that some provision should be made for the
export of timber from this district to other parts of the
country. While speaking on the resolution, I want to make
one suggestion, not in the form of any amendment to it, of
course, but onily asa supplement to it, that there should be
extension of the railway from Bongaigaon to Jogighopoa to Garo
Hills having transhipment arrangement on the Brahmaputra to
facilitate easy and guide transport of goods and to serve as an
alternative route in care of emergency. Sir, this question also
was once examined. I hope Government will be p]eascd 1o

take it up with the Government of India and revive this
queslion too.

Now, coming to the North Lakhimpur side, everybody
knows that this area has been neglected all the time an
should be developed as early as possible, Sir, this is a surplus
area and is abundant with agricultural forest produce. If we
want to develop this area, we must try to devise ways and



840 PRIVATE MEMBERS’ RESOLUTIONS [1215 Mar,,

means for transport of the produces in this Place and for this
the establishment of a railway line connecting this place is an
imperative necessity. I therefore would like to request our
Government that they will be pleased to move the Central
Government {in such a way that they may be convinced of the
urgency of this matter and accept our proposal. We must
not lecave merely by bringing a resolution and having it
passed in this House. We must pursue this matter with
greater and greater vigour in the way we did in ‘the case of
having a oil refinery in this State. For this purpose, if necessary,
a mission should go to [’elhi and convince the Governmcnt_of
India so that they now feel compelled to implement .the promise
once given by them when they asked us to wait t1ll_ the. steel
position in the couniry would improve. The question is very
urgent and I think nothing will stand in our way if the
matter is properly pursued.

With these few words, Sir, I whole-heartedly support the

resolution and request our Government to take up this question
Very seriously

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) : Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Resolution as
amended by my Friend, Shri Das. Generally we have seen
‘that Assam though not backward in all respect but so far as
g’j&lg"ay cromunication s concerned it is the most backward
% 2 ) India. ere in Assam we have only one railway line
}c:nnchmg one end of the State to the other, that is to say
the line lh_ﬂt comes from Sadiya and connects the Link Line
via - Gauhatj. During the British rulein Assam for about 121
Yeatithe railway communication in Assam was also utterly
neglected. Only " gne single line was construcced there due to
the tea and oil interest in Assam. Had there been no such
Interest in Aasasg then we would have failed to understand what
would have been the Assam’s fate regarding railway communi-
caton. Selisthink~ this line would not have been there. The
north bank of (he Brahmaputra is totally neglected cven from the
British days. uring this period of 11 years after independence
this part of the State ‘is also neglected accordingly. From
Mapgaldal UP to the end of North szkhimpur and Dhemaji the
CRUIE POTLON was cut off fyom the rest of the country tilla

few years back. Now a railway line has been constructed from.

Rangiya to Rangapara and to Tezpur and this was also started
very late. From Tezpur to our side there is no reliable
communication system. There was praciically no train communi-
cation facilities till the year 1957 and in the year 1957 the North

Ji
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Trunk road was nationalised and the State Transport service has
been started. Itis a long road of 135 miles from Tezpur to
North Lakhimpur and in this road we have to cross several
big and turbulent riveis.  Therefore, this transport line is
also not running according to the convenience of the people
as well as reliable. For transport of essential commodities to
North Lakhimpur there is only one steamer line. This isa
small ricketty stcamer line which runs from Subansirimukh
to Bardutighat. You will be surprised to hear that the nearest
steamerghat of North Lakhimpur town is 31 miles from the
North Lakhimpur and the nearest railway station of
North Lakhimpur is 121 miles away from the town. Sir, _I
beg to state that even the road communication to our side is
neglected by our Government. The North Trunk Road from
North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur though has a nationalised
transport is not a national high way whereas the South Trunk
Road is a national high way even though there is railway com-
munication side by side. The passengers travelling in the North
Trunk road in transport buses have to undergo much difficulties.
Sir, North Lakhimpur is a Subdivisional headquarters and yet
due to lack of communication and other facilities the whole
area had to suffer during the British days. From Jiabharali to
Dhemaji the whole area is a rice producing area with a popula-
tion of 6 to 7 lakhs and yet the entire population were lett un-
cared for the last 150 years. Therefore, Sir, a railwayline to
North Lakhimpur from Rangapara North is of immediate neces-
sity. Last year this august House was pleased to agree to move
the Centre to extend the railway line to Markongshellack via,
North Lakhimpur and our M. P.’s also moved in the Parliament
on this line, but to our great surprise nothing has been done up
till now. A Government can not neglect such a big area without
giving communication facilities to such a big population. Sir,
some people say that in this area there is no industrial prospects.
ButI say that unless communication is made available industrial
progress can not be made and raw materials which are aban-
dant cannot be exploited. My Friends have elaborately descri-
bed that there are about 100 tea estates in the area extending
from Tezpur to North Lakhimpur, but those estates are running
under much handicap due to lack of communication, lack of
transport facilities. Sir, last time the whole House supported a
resolution that our Government also should move the authority
to extend the railway line. But to no effect. You will be surpri-
sed to hear that when cement is selling at Rs. 7 at Tezpur or
Jorhat it is selling at about Rs. 10 or 11 at North Lakhimpur.
This is the condition in regard to those and other essential
commodities which come from outside. Besides, from the river
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Buroi upto the Ranga river it is a paddy producing area and the
people of this arca have to seli their paddy at a cheaper price
then anywhere else in Assam. In this way those poor people
have to sufler a loss. On the one hand they do not get proper
price from their paddy and on the other they are to purchase
other essential commoditics at a higher rate than other places of
ASSam. For this reason also I stress the need for a railway line
in that area. Thereby I do not minimise the importance of a
railway line to connect Garo Hills while there are some coal
fields and such other things. So, for that part of the State also a
railway line is essentially necessary and should be made availa-
ble asearly as possible. While I had been to Otacamund or oaty
I found arailway line to connect this place which is about 7,500
feet above sea level. But we have no railway to our capital
place Shillong. Often times people say that railway line can
not be constructed at such heights. Then, how could a railway
line be constructed to Qotacamund, which is higher than
Shiliong ?

Sir, the railway needs of our State have been thoroughly
neglected. I hope our Government will move the Central
Gover_nment strongly so that railway communications in our
State improve. Unless the railway system improves we can not
expect to see our State industrialised and we can not make any
progress. I do not like to take more time of the House. I support
the Resolution and [ hope our Government will strongly press
the Central Government for these lines so that our communi-
cation System is improved.

2 ]S)hn BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakgan;) :
-1> Jeputy Speaker, Sir, I take my stand to associate myself
\é\flt]f} the feeling expressed’by the hon. mover of the Resolution
hri Ramnath “Sarma, and in support of the resolution I beg to
say a few words,
1r, we often say that Assam is the granary of mineral and
?t €r natural resources. But these rich resources remain dormant
tl::lr want of proper exploitation. If we can rr}ake begt use of
them, 1 am sure Assam will be the richest State in India, and
not only in India she will take a position in the whole world.

SiT, communication is one of the main factors to_judge the
development of a civilised country ; if the communications are
not developed the couniry can not be developed. Sir, for the
exploitation and best use of our mineral and other resources
adequate and cheap communications are necessary. qulway

communication is the cheap most quick onc uptill now in the
modern age. The Garo Hill; and that portion of our State on the
North Bank from Rangapara to North Lakhimpur are so b_ack-
ward that people from other statc cannol —1magine. Sir, I

SR S ———. [
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remember once in 1944-45 a survey was made for a railway line
from Pandu to Tura via Jogighopa. A scheme like this which
could be thought of then by the then Central Government under
foreign control. I do not understand how this can be abandoned
after we achieved our independence. Again, Sir, whenever we
approach to Central Government, they make a survey and give
us hope. In the last Session I moved a Resolution for an alter-
native rail link and on the assurance of the Minister I withdrew
it, But I do not know how far it will be implemented. Sir, we
often lament about our transport bottleneck. Though we are
facing so much difficulty on account of this bottleneck we have
not been able yet to have a second alternative rail link., When-
cver we press our demand, a fresh survey is undertaken, and
nothing further is done. In this way, the Central Government
1s resorting to dilatory tactics. Sir, we say that our railway route
mileage in India is the greatest in Asia and fourth in the whole
world and we feel proud of it. But what is the position of our
State in this regard ? It is easily the last not only in India butin
the whole world. Sir, in the First Five Year Plan, as my Friend
Mr. Sarma said, 500 miles of new railway lines were constructed
but not a single inch was constructed in our State. Then in the
Second Five Year Plan, about 2,000 miles of new route are
being constructed, and yet there is no new scheme for our poor
State, So, Sir, we have a feeling that we are recciving St€p:
motherly treatment from the Central Government. We should
not come back rubbing our tears in the handkerchief; we should
be strong and determined and strive to attain our objective.

With these few words, I support the Resolution. .

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, T take my stand to support the Resolu-
lon moved by hon. Shri Ramnath Sarma, as amended by hon.
Shri Mahi Kanta Das.

Sir, last year a separate Railway Zone with head-quarters
at Pandu was created. We had some hope that with the establi-
shment of the new zone, our railway system would improve. We
also hoped that the employment provision for the people of the
State would also improve. But, Sir, we find now that there is
practically no improvement at all. As regards the branch lines,
the same condition is prevailing. For example, the hill section ©
this zone could not get any improvement. Previously this section
was a main line, but after partition the fate of this line also
became similar to other branch lines. Sir, we had also hoped
that there would be some extension of railway line here nut
there, but instead of extension I would like to point out thaf
even the Dangari-Saikhowa portion of the old D. S. Section 0r
this zone has not yet been restored. As the hon. Members know,
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it was suspended due to the earthquake. In the last Session of
the Assembly a resolution was moved urging upon the Govern-
ment of India to extend the railway line from Rangapara to
Murkongselek zia North Lakhimpur. I rf,:membt;r to have
spoken about the necessity of that line. That railway line would_
not only benefit the eastern portion of the Darrang dlStI‘lCt. al}d
the North Lakhimpur subdivision of the Lakhimpur district
but also the Murkongselek transferred area of the Dibrugarth
subdivision. It would also benefit the .Nort_h _ East Fror}tler
Agency as well. For example, the Subansiri division and Siang
division of the N. E. F. A. are facing difficulties for. want gf
communication. The only communication there is the air
communication and the Government of Indi‘a have been sustain-
ing great loss in transporting necessaries of life to that region by.
air for want of other communication. If the l:allw_ay line is
extended towards that direction, in my opinion, it will be not
only helpful to the people of Assam and N. E. F. A. but it will
be helpful also to the administration of N. E. F. A. The natural
resources in that region is lying unexplored. !f the raxlmgay line
1s extended, these resources can be tapped which will ultimately
enrich our country.

Similarly, the railway line from Pandu if extended to Garo
Hills, in the coal bearinge region, I am sure, it would give
enough of scope for cxploi?ing the natural resources for the
benefit of the country.

Sir people living ; ills livi a primitive
i : in the Garo Hills are lhiving P
St cor.nmunicatiog to this region is not made the people there
:{VI'I fémain backward and out of touch from the modern and
C:sleyi Cg antg}ng world. If the railway line is established in that
el le will derive great
benefit thereby_ 1l grow up there and peop g
ith these few word 'h lution as amended
s, I su ort the reso ame
by my hon, Friend, Shri ,l\/IohipI}?ignta Das. I hope, this will be
])‘a_.flsec.l by this House unanimously and the Government of India
Will give effect to it without further delay.

Shri KHOG NATH ( Goalpara )
STV Ceiio ’WﬁfﬁN BT%(HE‘:: I;Iivil Tstedtare ﬁ(*cm [Tl 9T TG
wife 4five crech) REIES ?;riarct qB) 79 wTedd omta | 2feArEe «F e
AARNIZ @B o Ry wf et G GTER S ey oA
G6IC T 4 ofem | oy wer fyww cwalw SO (2 ot offe
A STTA AT | e ap1 aiertarz @4dica ol 55T W @i
TS MSF DS e Atey afom zw At | calEm Wb oe @
¢ 29 cofurcs wgw Gmr AremT T S o 79 |
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Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morengi): Mr, De-
puty Speaker Sir, my Friends the hon. Members of this House
who spoke before me have touched almost all' the importang
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points in this resolution moved by my Friend Shri Ram Nath
Sarma. It is not necessary to dilate upon the necessity of these
two railway lines which have been discussed on the floor of this
House in two consecutive sessions. It was the unanimous
opinion of this House that these two lines should be taken up
by the Government of India as early as possible. To that
etfect Sir, we could learn that the India Government sent some
engineers and surveyors to survey the feasibility of this railway
line to Garo Hills, but we do not know Sir, whether this project
has been dropped or is not under the contemplation of the
Government of India or the Railway authorities, Itis really
very sad Sir, to note that Assam is undeveloped in industries
and it is also known to hon. Members of this House that due to
transport bottleneck we are not in a position to develop our
industries. We know that our Government is trying hard to bring
private industrialists to this State "to start industries, but due to
difficulty of transport, after calculation, they refused to come to
Assam to start industries. It is therefore, absolutely necessary
Sir, that communication, specially rail communication in Assam
should be improved by the Central Government without any
further delay. Most of our friends who have gone outside India
or even to other parts of India must have realised how back-
ward we are in regard to railway communications. I think in
our State Sir, railwayline will be a little over one thousand
miles but in other advanced States in India like Bombay, West
?ﬁ;‘&:‘ga éhe Punjab, etc., the railway lines will be from 6 to 8
backwgrdmﬂes or even more. So we can easily realisehow much
Eoes herewel are regarding rail communication. Whoever
o whether from outside India or our owi leaders from
FoITE ays say that Assam is a very rich State In mineral and
ources but it requires to be developed.

" Sir, regarding Garo Hills I think my Friends know that the

1strict is full of mineral resources like coal, limestone, cement
ete., but for lack of communication these natural resources have
nol: been properly tapped and developed. Moreover, there are
:'.)lt €r natural resources also like timber and agricultural pro-

ucts like cotton, ginger, pineapples etc., For want of adequate
transport facilities the g;'owers of these commodities do not get
fair price. It is high time Sir. that the Government of India
or the Railway authorities should take up these two lines as
carly as possible—at least we hope Sir, that in the Third Five
Year Plan we will get these railway lines from Pandu to Goal-
para on to Garo Hills. Regarding the other line from Ranga-
Para North to Lakhimpur North, it is needless to say much. My
hon, Friends Shri Mohanand Bora, Shri Khogendra Nath Nath,

e s/ _



1959] PRIVATE MEMBERS’ RESOLUTIONS 849

Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika and others have already spoken of
the absolute necessity of this line. So, we hope that our

Government will impress upon the Government of India the

necessity of these lines so that these lines may be completed in
the Third Plan. .

With these words Sir, T support the Resolution moved by
my Friend Shri Ram Nath Sarmah.

Shri RAM NATH SARMAH (Lumding): Mr, Deputy
Speaker, Sir, it is gratifying to note that hon. Members from both
sides of this House have strongly supported my motion and
expressed their view points and covered those I have left.
There is nothing more to commend on that, except of course
the amendment moved by my Friend Shri M, K. Das. I find
his amendment and my Resolution are almost the same, he only
pointed out the existence of coal in the Garo Hills. Therefore,
I have no objection to that and I gladly accept his amendment
and I hope the House will accept my Resolution.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
vort) : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, T am indeed grateful to Mr.
Sarma for having introduced this very important Resolution. I
am also glad to know that the hon. Members of both sides of the
house have whole heartedly supported the Resolution. The
hon. Members while supporting the Resolution have ably placed
before the house various reasons justifying the necd for imme-
diate coustruction of these two railway lines zia, (1) from
Pandu to Goalpara then to the coal bearing areas in the Garo
Hills and (2) from Rangapara to North Lakhimpur zia Mar-
kongselek. ' This Government have fully realised the necessity
or immediate construction of these two railway lines. Govern-
ment have already moved the Railway Authorities to imme-
diately take up the construction of (hese two railway lines in the

Past. We are still taking up the matter with the Government
of India.

Regarding the railway line to the coal fields in the Garo
Hills, as have been stated by some of the hon, Members, the
rovernment of India have already taken some steps for imple-
mentation of the project. In 1956 traffic survey was already
undertaken and completed. Thereafter location survey was alse
partly undertaken. Trom this it will be clear that the pl‘OPO:‘Sal
to have a railway line to the coal bearing areas in the Garo Hills
has been fully justified. Unless the Railway authorities were
satisfied that there would be sufficient traffic orders for location
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survey would not have been issued. ‘Therefore, Sir, itis indeed
a very welcome Resolution. As stated earlier this Government
have already taken up this matter with the Government of India
and have been constantly pressing them to take up the con-
struction at an early date. The proposed line from Pandu to
Garo Hills coal bearing areas will be about 109 miles only.
Judging from the result of the traffic survey this particular pro-
ject should have already been implemented. Our Chief Minis-
ter, Mr, Chaliha has, however, taken up this matter with the
Deputy Minister for Railways during his recent visit to Shillong.
The Chief Minister has also pressed the Deputy Minister for
Railways for construction of a railway line from Rangapara to
North Lakhimpur. The Deputy Minister stated that it might
be possible to take up these projects. He further said up
that th= railway line from Pandu to Garo Hills might be taken

during the Third Plan. We are, however, pressing that the
work should be 'siarted earlier.

In fact we do not know why the location survey which was
already started should be abandoned abruptly. In January
last, however, we have been informed by the Railway Abminis-
tration that this has to be done abandoned as the technical
personnel engaged in  this project had to be withdrawn for
work in some other important projects. This was the only
reason given by the authorities concerned. They have not
stated that there jg no justification for implementation of the

Project eith 1 g ; L
View., e€r from traffic point of view or from other poi of

... I may also inform the House that the geological survey
ladlcates' an existence of about 65 milllon tons of coal in the

aro Hills, Tt has also been indicated probable deposit of
another 55 million tons of coal in the same area. It will there-
lore be seen that there are about 120 million tons of coal deposit
m Garo Hills which can be immediately exploited. Itis not only
2’ ¢xploit the coal that we need the railway line to Garo Hills,
: s it ha.s been rightly pointed out recently by our Minister
or Major Industries, ‘we cannot think of any industrial develop-

ment unless  and. until there is adequate. And ealyRiSE
transport anq Power

In the course of gjscussion of this Resolution the hon.
Members have ably placed before the House the possibility of
various industrial development in the State. They have also
mentioned about the agricultural produces which have to be
transported elsewhere from the producing areas. They also
mention about the forest wealth of our State which are yet to

Y -
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be exploited for want of transport facilidies, So, Sir, I do not
want to enumerate and repeat what has already beea stated by
the hon. Members. T have to simply thank them because they
strengthened the Government® haund in this regard.

As you are well aware, the State of Assam is still very back-
ward uptill to day in the matter of transport facilities. I hope,
Sir, the authorities in Delhi will, as a result of these deliber-
ations and obseivation, fully realise the urgent need of the people
of Assam in the matter of transport facilities, I therefore, fc‘?_l
happy that this particular subject has been hrought before this

ouse and we have had an opportuniiy to express our feelings
and views in this regard.

Now with regard to proposed railway line from Rangapara
to North Lakhimpur. Another resolution in (his regard has
already been introduced in this House during last session by
our Friend Shri Bora. The resolution has already been accept-
ed by this House, This State Government has already taken u
this matter with the Government of India. We are still col-
ICCting information regarding traflic of the area.

We are yet to collect more informations in this regiard to
make out our case. So far as the agricultural produces in that
area, the annual productions are as follows -

1. Rice and Pad&y 1,10,000 tons.
2. Jute ... o % 846 ,,
desllea™ !.: 14,000 .,
4. Potatoes 4,300 ,,
5. Sugar Cane ... o 3,668 ,,

6. Rape and Mustard seeds 13,000 ,,
Besides these, there are rich and untapped forest wealth in
the avrea for transportation of which we need easy means of
Communication. S
I, therefore, personally feel that there js sufficient justi-
fication for early taking up of this particular Railwag Pro‘ect
from traffic point of view. The abundant forest is bound D
rémain unexploited if easy means of transport cannot be pro-
vided. It will therefore be seen that there will be no dearth of
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transportable commodities once the proposed Railway line is con-
structed. 1In fact, as the hon. Members are aware, no industry
can grow and no human activity can be increased in respect of
production of agricultural produces or in the exploitation of
natural resources, unless and until the movement of the goods
produced in the areas to other marketing centres is first ensured.

: When T was in my home district I had an opportunity to
discuss with the Traffic Survey Officers of the Gpvcrnmcnt.of
India regarding traffic protentiality in Garo Hills in connection
with the proposed Garo Hilis project. The Traffic Survey Officers
expressed doubt if there would be sufficient traffic and they_ also
pointed out that the area through which the proposed railway
line would pass was thinly populated. I pointed out to them
that that might be the fact at that time but once the railway js
constructed number of industries for proper utilisation of the
mineral as well as forest wealth is bound to grow and the people
living at present some 10 to 15 and even 30 miles away will come
to the places near about the railway line in order to take advan-
tage of the railway communication for transportation of their
broduces. Accordingly I have pointed out to them that we
should not come to a decision only by taking the present traffic
possibility. T emphasized that the possibility of increasing
‘;;"af’ﬁc in the near future should be taken into consideration

efore any decision is aFrived at) !

on tho = lt s Same analogy it will be a mistake to take any stand

the Ne tl’ilﬁa o adequate traffic so far as the rz_ulway .hne on
an oth Bank, ;. ¢, ip regard to the proposed railway line ﬁ:gm
ratiogna%ﬁra vy N()Fth Lakhimpur. We have taken m.tcuh conside-
still unt ¢ potentiality of the huge forest svealth whmhremalpﬁ
b apped in that area. I therefore believe that there wi

¢ 1o difficulty on the part of the authority to accept our pro-
Posal. Thig particular matter was, for a number of times,
}tlllac:ﬁd before this august House and I am fully convinced that
ulethon' Members have put up very ably the reasons for taking
d{)’v'e]lese tWo railway projects, and therefore I do not like to
told upon the subject at any further length. As I have already

o L R very kind of the hon. Members from both
Hugsob the House tg g9 unanimous in this particular matter,
which will go 1o strengthen the hands of the Government,
Qv mmen i vet y keen to stabilise the railway lines through-
out the whole Staté ; we would like to have some new railway
lines. But unfortu;mtely as the Finance Minister has very
rightly pointed out, we regret to find that no new proposal has
been made by the Railway Ministry for construction of any
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new line in the State of Assam. In the Second Plan pel'wd
also save and except establishment of Railway Headquarters al
Pandu, stabilisation of the Link-line from Amingaon to Siligut!
and one or two other smaller projects, no other important Wwor.

or projects have been included. So far as the establishment ©
these two new railway lines are concerned, although they are
not included in the Second Plan period, I believe Government
of India will fully realise that Assam needs special consideration
and in view of this unanimous demand which has strengthene

our hands, I only hope that this Government’s efforts to persuald‘e
the Government of India will be successful. Government there-
fore has no hesitation to welcome this Resolution whole-heartedly:

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that this
Assembly is of opinion that with a view to ficilitate exploitation
of the mineral and forest resources and for industrial and econo:
mic develepment, the Government of Assam do move Centra
Government to take immediate steps for extending railway lines
connecting Pandu and Goalpara with coal bearing areas in Garo
Hills, and Rangapara North with Lakhimpur North in the State
of Assam. '

(The Resolution was adopted unanimously).

Resolution 7¢: to move the Government of Assam to take
immediate steps to make the Borgong Bridge toll
free both for public as well as vehjcular traffic

Shri BISHNU LAL UPADHYAYA (Gohpur): Mr. De-
puty Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the following resolution for aboli-
tion of toll on the Borgong Bridge. The resolution runs like this:

“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam
do take immediate steps to make the Borgong Bridge toll free
both for the public as well as for vehicular traffic,”’

Sir, this Borgong bridge was constructed and made open for
public use in the year 1941. This bridge was constructed atsuch
a time when a considerable portion of the North Trunk Road
near the Manabarie tea estate was washed away by the strong
current of the Brahmaputra. The people experienced immense
trouble due to the erosion and diversion of this North Trunk Road
seven miles towards the north. From that time onward people ha
taken to the use of this bridge and have been put to great harld-
ship for having to pay toll fee for crossing this bridge. Even the
poor students and the peasants who have (o use this bridge as the



854 PRIVATE MEMBERS RESOLUTIONS [127e Mar,,

only meas of communication have been paying toll fee for crossing
this bridge for the last 18 years, Although as long as 18 years
have passed since the construction of the bridge and making
the same open for public use, the bridge has not been made toll
free till this date. Sir, this bridge was built out of the loan fund
of the Central Government. The loan taken by our State Govern-
ment for construction of this bridge has been written off a long
ago, i.e., when the new Constitution of India came into operation.
The cost of maintenance of the bridge is almost totally realised
by way of collecting tolls over the bridge. So,Sir,there s no justi-
fication to continue levying toll fee over this bridge. It is needless
to'mention that communication on the North Bank of the Brah-
maputra is very far.from satisfactory. Inspite of our Govern-
ment are taking some steps to remove these communication
d}fﬁculties in the North Bank, many of the difficulties are still
there. ‘Due to the absence of any railway communication and
Water communication specially to the east of 'the Jia Bhorali
Tiver, the entire area upto the North Lakhimpur district remains
hopelessly undeveloped although there are plenty of scope for
development of the area commercially, industrially, education-
ally etc. These are things to be thought of and brought to
living reality in the distant future. But what is going on today?
!1en the prices of essential commodities including foodstuff iy
sgl?img u&) cvery day the people have to undergo immense hard-
COIIIDSt?chfed much distress during the rainy season. In the
o ]:mltoirtl1 2{ all t}}e bridges no doubt some qmount has to be
alone, e he br{dgcs of the north bank of the Brahmaputra
iF, Sheing oh 1Is realised. This creates a great hardship. So,
el < Sipns 0‘111 d be taken so that this toll no longer exists in our
this demqnds emand is very sincere and just and I hope that
a negl; '1:31 Will not be turned down on  the plea ‘that only
gUg1ible amount ig being realised to maintain the bridge.

maugf’, Sir, T request the Minister-in-charge to look into the
and take. favourable steps to exempt the toll from the

ear]
Y Part of the next financial year.

With  the . ;
se few l1s. Sir, I press the Motion for the
acceptance of the I—Ious‘zorc s, i 2

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Resolution moved is: “That
this t_\ssemb_ly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do
}:_a.ke immediate steps to make the Borgong Bridge toll free both
or public as well as for vehicular traffic.”’
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Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion moved
byShri Upadhyaya. "Lhere are several 'hig bridges over the
rivers on the south trunk road also including the one on Kolong
which has been constructed just one year before and there is no
toll system there, but in all the bridges in the north bank there is
thig system. I cannot understand why this is so in the north
bank alone where it is very difficult to cross those rivers, though
some new bridges are under construction. In all the bridges
including Ranganadi bridge and Borgong bridge there is toll
system. What is the justification for realising such toll on the
bridges'of the north bank I do not understand. I think the
Borgong bridge was constructed as far back as in 1941 and the
Government have in thc meantime realised enough money
during thesc 18 years and realised near about Rs.1,80,000, if
we hold it on an average of Rs.10,000 a year. So, Sir, I think
Government should declare this bridge toll-free from the next
financial year. Omn this point I support the Resolution and
hope that the Government will be pleased to do so and ‘thus give

relief to the people, especially the cultivating people, who are
to cross this bridge often times.

With these words, Sir, T support the Resolution,

*Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, 1 support the Resolution moved by Shri
Upadhyaya. 1In the discussion in this House this forenoon
about the difficulties of ' communication in the north bank the
hon, Members are quite convinced that the people remaining
in'this area are experiencing great hardship, specially during
the rainy season when the transport communication remains
suspended because there are no bridges on those turbulent
rivers. It so happens that some times the travelling people
have to be diverted to Panpurghat which then becomes the only
life line for transport from North Lakhimpur., We are very
grateful for taking early steps for constructinr a railway line
from Rangia to Rangapara north and to Tezpur, And now
there is a move for extending the line to North Lakhimpur for
the consideration of the Central Government. In this regard
our Government is quite sympathetic. But, Sir, we cannot
understand why toll has to be paid for the bridges over the
rivers in the north bank while for crossing similar kind of
bridges in the south bank people have not to pay such toll.

* Specch not corrected
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This creates a confusion in the mind of the people. They fail
to find the reason for making this disparity which can easily be
removed by our Government. So, there is a request in the
Resolution to make those bridges toll free considering the
hardship caused to the people for difficult communication. In
the rainy season the travelling people are always stranded with
their commerce and industries. Over and above that they have
to pay toll. I hope this matter will be considered sympathe-
tically by the Government when it is a reasonable demand of
the people. Also I cannot understand why the people have to
pay toll still now for crossing the Borgong bridge which was
constructed in the year 1941. I think within the last 18 years
the original cost of Rs.1:50 lakhs has already been realised from
this toll system. Why the people of the north bank should still
now pay toll for this bridge ? So, I request thc Government
to consider this matter and hope that they would make justice in
this regard.

With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution moved by
my Friend Shri Upadhyaya.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH [Minister, P. W.D. (Road
and Building)|: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, Government view
this Resolution with sympathy. The points which have been
urged by the hon. Members have considerable force in them.
Now, this Borgong bridee was constructed in 1940-41 ; it was
c}){peéled on 1st April 194], The capital cost of construction was
dest' 17 3,013-7.0, Now, I will not trouble the House with the
H alls of repairs ang maintenance. From 1941-42 to 1958-59,

1€ repair and majntenance cost of this bridge has been very
cl(])nﬂderable, that is to say, Rs.2,82,431-1-3. Now, during
these years; the tolls realised come to Rs.2,07,076-10-0. Thus
a balance of Rs.3,48,367-14-3 is left unrealised out of the total
capital cost plus cost of repairs and maintenance. (A Voice:—It
will increase annually). Yes, it might. My Friend is perhaps
right because these hill streams are turbulent and repair and
naintenance expenses are very heavy. Ior instance in 1945-46,
the Mmaintenance and repairs expenses were Rs.26,621 and odd ;
in 1946-47, they were Rs.55.000 and odd; in 1947-48, they
were Rs.54,000 “and in 1956.57, they were Rs.42,000. Thus,
the total amount in a]] these years from 1941-42 to 1958-59,
as I stated before, comes to Rs.2,82,431 and odd. Now, some
time in 1931 or so and again in 1954, Government ad0P§°d
a policy that for bridges, the construction cost of which

*Speech not corrected
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exceeded Rs.1 lakhs, tolls should be realised till the cost of
construction plus maintenance and repairs are realised. This
is the accepted policy. Now, Sir, two of my Friends have said
that the Government of India had written off our liahilities.
But no such papers could be available in our Department.
I'should be grateful to the hon. Members if they could please
supply me with some clue to find out the fact of ‘writing off the
amount in regard to this bridge. A few days before also I was
asked by a Friend from Tezpur as to whether or not our
liabilities had been written off by the Central Government.
I enquired but my Department hasnot been able to place any
material before me to show that these were written off, So, it
would be helpful if our Friends assist us in finding that out.
Now. Sir, the question of abglition of tolls on one bridge,
vz., Borgong, is linked with a bigger policy. It is this: if we
abolish tolls on Borgong bridge, why not on others ? If we
abolish tolls on bridges why not abolish tolls on ferries? In
bridges the capital cost is incurred once and for all, and for the
service we realise tolls. In ferries every year we have to incur
expenditure and, therefore, the toll is levied. So, by and
large, generally speaking, both of them stand on the same
footing. It may be urged why not abolish tolls on bridges as
well as ferries ?  All the three friends spoke about hardship in
respect of this payment. No doubt it is pleasing to receive
goods and services and it is always a hardship to make payment
for them because the overwhelming majority of our people are
not so affluent that they can without a scratch in their mind
give away money. I want a fountain pPen and I would like to
bave it, but when I am told thata Parker costs Rs.63, I find
it hard to buy it. Similarly, it is a hardship to pay for the goods
and scrvices received. We clamour for more roads, bridges,
schools, dispensaries, etc., and urge on the Ministry of Finance
to give us funds. But nobody will say that the Ministry of
Finance has got the Alladdin’s Lamp and they have only to put
their hands in it and get the money to pay for these services.
If we abolish tolls on bridges and ferries we loss a considerable
amount and to that extent the revenue of the State is depleted.
But on the contrary, if we realise tolls and these are ploughed
back in developiug and improving other roads and bri ges,
we create further amenities for the people. All these consi-
derations are involved. However, I have only expounded the
different sides of the problem, but I can assure the hon.
Members that this matter is engaging the attention of Govern-
ment., The whole matter will be gone into and examined in
all these details. Government also wants to abolish all these
things if circumstances permit and give free service to the
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people as tar as possible. In view of this, Sir, I hope the hon,
Member will be pleased to withdraw his resolution.

Shri BISHNULAL UPADHYAYA (Gohpur): The
Minister says that Government will think seriously about it. In
view of this assurance, I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my resolution.

(The resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn),
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 9 A, M. on Friday, the
13th March, 1959.

Shillong: R. N. BARUA,
Secretary,
The 1st September 1960, Assam Legislative Assembly,
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