


P”OCeedings of the Fifth Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

-

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
At 9 A. M. on Friday, the 13th March, 1959.

PRESENT

C Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B. A., L. L. B.. Speaker in the
hair, eight Ministers, four Deputy Ministers and sixty-seven
Members.

QUESTION AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Quantity of iron rods received in Shillong

U JOR MANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (R R S o
duled Tribes)] [Nongpoh (Reserve

asked:

= *16. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to
ale—

(¢) What was the quantity of iron rods received in

: Shillong during the last 6 months ?
() Who were the persons given permit for purchasing
the rods and for what quantities ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that only 2 tons out of 10
tons was last given for the re-construction of
Barabazar ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that the fire
victims of Barabazar are being exposed to great

hardship for want of iron materials ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that some iron rods went

back down to G. S. Road sometime in January
1959 ?

(f) If so, where did they go to and under what
authority ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied:
16. (2)—Two thousands two hundred and two maunds of

different sizes of iron rods were received in Shillong during the
last six months.

(b)—A list of persons who received .permits of iron
rods together with the quantity allotted to each is placed on the
Library Table.

[Statement laid on the Library Table in reply to Starred
Question No.16(5)]

LIST OF PERMIT HOLDERS FROM SEPTEMBER 1958 to 27th
February, 1959.

Sls;g?l Name and address of permit holders Q?ﬁilﬂuiléz;d
1 Manager, Don Bosco Technical School e UEECR
2 mds.

2  Superintendent, B. A. T. School, Upper Shillong

3 Rameswar Goenka, Shillong .. .o 10 mds. 28} srs,

4 Sri A.M. Dam, Rtd. Commr. of Division, 15 mds,

Shillong.

5 Mother Superior, St. Mary’s Convent, Shillong 20 mds.

6 SriA. M. Dam, 1, a. 5., Shillong S0

7 Syiem of Mylliem, Shillong 54 mds. (2 tons),

8 S.Kar, Jt. Director, Supply, Shillong 8 mds.

9 I C. Biswas, Shillong w. 10 mds.
10 D.Kakati, S. p., Shillong .- .  3mds
11 Sister Superior, Secred Heart vee 30 mds.
12 Sri Amulya Choudhury, Shillong - 20 mds.
13 I N. Hazarika’ Shillong =) P 3 mds.
14 U Dlansingh, Mawlai, Shillong 5 g

15 A. Ahmed, Employment Exchange Officer, 3 mds.
Shillong,

|
R
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Serial Name and address of permit holders Quantity alloted
No. (in maunds)

16 M/S. E. U. Roy and Sons, Cherrapunjee 4 mds.

17 Shri H. R. Nongrum, Asstt. of Assam Sectt. 6 mds.
P.W.D. Shillong.

18 Mr. Mourice G. Roy Lyngdoh, Shillong o 2 mds.
19 Principal, Lady Keane Girls’ College, Shillong 40 mds.
20 Sri B. B. Dam, Commandant, 2nd Bri. B. 5. T., 3 mds.
21 Director, Don Bosco Technical School, Shillong 20 mds.
22 S. K. Biswas, Shillong e .. 15 mds.

23 Secretary Honumanji Dharamsala, Paltan Bazar 40 mds.
Shillong.

24 PL.Shome, Deputy Finance Secretary, Shillong 6 mds.

25 Sri Amiya Sen, Civil Sectt. Shillong 4 mds.
26 Sri Surekha Bros. and Co., Shillong .. 20 mds.
27 St, Joseph Convent, Jaiaw, Shillong .e. 40 mds.
28 Sri J. B. Roy, Shillong 55 ... 20 mds.

29 Mrs. Mrinalini Paul, Shillong, Anand Bhawan, 20 mds.
Laban.

: (¢)—Yes. An application for 10 tons of iron rods of
different cizes from Shri Jor Manik Siem of Mylliem was
received through his representative on 30th October 1958 who
was informed of the availability of 5/8” iron rods only. Out
of his requirements of 5/8"”, 4/8” and 3/8” rods, the demand
for 5/8" iron rods was only 4 tons and he was given 2 tons by
the Director of Consumer Goods. The other sizes of iron
rods required by him could not be issued for non-availability
of the stocks at that time. Besides, he was given 40 maunds of
rods previously by the Deputy Commissioner, United Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, and 70 maunds of imported iron rods were also
arranged for him by the Deputy Commissioner.

(d)—Yes. But owing to the scarcity of iron rods the
full demand for reconstruction of Barabazar could not be met
at a time.
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() & (f )—Some iron rods - were moved on permits
from Shillong to other places in Assam such as Kahikuchi,
Gauhati, Nowgong and Hojai for meeting certain urgent
demands. Iron rods received in Shillong related to T. C. M,
(Technical Co-operation Mission) quota and not to general
quota.

U JOR MANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes)]: It is not a fact that all iron quotas meant
for Assam weré not lifted from Calcutta ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Sup-

ply): I have no information, Sir.

U JOR MANIK SIEM: Will the Minister be pleased tq
€nquire into this ? ; :
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Certainly, Sir,
I will.

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for Sche-
duled Gastes)] : WhatisT. C, M. ? :
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY :  Technicy]

Co-operation Mission.

U JOR MANIK SIEM: Are Government aware thag
the Bary Bazar is the nerve centre of the trading community
In the Khagj and Jaintia Hills ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That is an obvious fact,

U JOR M4 IEM: Then, Sir, why top priority wag
0t given to thig II;I]Ialéesir]f‘ 1'.1/~Iegard to essential materials for it
TeConstruction »

M. MOINUL, ¥ AQUE CHOUDHURY : I am .afraid,
there is some misunderstanding. Normally, when a petition g
made for g Permit for such materials and if a permit is 1ssued
f(_)r SOme quantity of the things prayed f‘or,'unlcss another pet;.
(20T COmES for tlie by lance or further quantity the Supply Office
takes it for 8ranted that no more permit is required. As in thjg
case of Barz Bazaiiafiar jssue oF 4 permit for 2 tons of iron rods,
out of 10 tong Prayed for, as there was no_further petition there
Was no more issye of per’tnit by the Supply Department think-
ing Obviously that the rest of the requirement might have been
arranged from elsewhere.

U JOR MANIK SIEM: If we make further petition can
W€ expect that top priority will be given in this case ? -
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Sup-
ply): If a petition is made certainly top priority will be given
to it within our limited resources. -

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)]: Who disposes the T. C. M. quota ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The Director
of Consumer Goods.

Shri RAMNATH DAS: Whether this Technical Co-
operation Mission quota is meant for only Shillong or for all the
Sub-divisions of Assam ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : This quota is
entirely meant for the Agriculture Department only and nobody
else is entitled to it normally, bat if the Agriculture Depart-
ment do not want then it is generally given to public institu-
tions. The quantity referred to in the question as ‘sent out
from Shillong” was from this Technical Co-operation Mission
quota. These were sent from Shillong to the Coconut Research
Station, Kahikuchi, State Home for rescued Women at
Gauhati, District Agricultural Officer, Nowgong and President
of Deshabandhu Bidyapith, Hojai and some individuals.

Abolitionn of the Control over C. I, Sheets
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

*17. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether the control over C. I.Sheets will be
abolished ?

() If not, why not ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that C. I. Sheets
are available in black-market ?

(d) How many cases of black-marketing in C. I. Sheets
were detected during the course of last one
year ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

17. (a)—No.
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(b)—Control over C.I. Sheets was imposed by thc:f
Government of India and it is not within the cumpectlt?nce 0
the State Government to remove control. The 1ndigenous
production of C. I. Sheets is far below the countrylfs req:g;;
ments. Hence, removal of control over C. I. Sheets 1
possible at the present stage.

(¢)—Government have no informatipn ah;out gglll;é]il
availability of indigenous C. I. Sheets 1n 1 :i:)en el
market. But there may be stray cases for viola
Control Order.

- (d)—Eight cases in the Dhubri Subdivision only.

. Sorbhog): How
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR ( g

many bu‘ndles of C. I. Sheets were alloted to Assam since 195g

till now ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Vinister,
SuPply) : I cannotgive the figure nmow. Yesterdayd Holite
to a similar question, I gave some informatiorl

on a similar question.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR What is the con-
trol price of C. I. sheets per bundle ?

M. MOINUL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY : It varies from

consignment tgo consignment.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa}: Is

i : ift their own
It a fact that different industries are allowed to lift their ow
quotas ?

M. MOINUTL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : There are

separate quotas for some i(r%dustries which are brf)uglilt bé. the

upply Department. The Department of Supply then distri-
bute them with the help of the Industries Department.

Shri DEVENDR A NATH HAZARIKA : Arc the tea

estates allowed quotag of C. 1. sheets to be lifted direct from
Calcutta by them.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I understand,
the Tea Board has got a separate quota.

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Dighoi):
Australian C. I, sheet 5 edaw ‘wha’ UICEF !

.
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Sup-
ply): Foreign C. I. sheetq ¢4aw Control @iz, wrd; wifa Zai wi¥
sifs f78 | |

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Dighoi):
featm C. I. sheeta w+aw Fa a2 S w9 fes e B
A%l Fiacd Tt T iR FfREta i cifa iR ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Foreign C. I.
sheet 5 7w aifss wfe Al @i @f5 1 stz asfEe wite
dfgra wift wisfe At |

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj_):
How it can be detected whether C. I. sheets are from official
quota or not ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : By trade
marks.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): What is
the price of Australian C. L. sheets ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: It depends on
each shipment.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Is it nota fagt
that C. I. sheets are available in open market without permit
in Calcutta ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I made a
positive reply to this yesterday in the House.

Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): Is
it not a fact that the Finance Minister gave assurance in the last
Budget Session that in future no quota would be allowed to
be lapsed and the position of iron materials will improve i}l
our State as the office of the Trade Adviser in Calcutta 1s
strengthened ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : That is not
correct to say that the position has not improved. In fact after
the re-organisation of the Trade Advisor’s office and introduc-
tion of the new system, there have been very few cases of
lapses of quota. Formerly our quota used to be lapsed
because we entrusted the job in the hands of the traders. Now
Government has taken up the job in their own hands ; so there
are few cases of lapses of quota.
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Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): Are

Government aware that on account of the very small quantity -

of C. I. sheets supplied to North Lakhimpur, . ¢., about 64
bundles, distribution had to be made by the Supply Advisory
Board by means of a lottery ? 3

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHQUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) : The hon. Member being a member of the Supply
dvisory Board, North Lakhimpur does know better than myself.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : Why two
markets are allowed to exist ? Why Government cannot  take
step either to decontrol or control ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: That lies in
the hand of the Government of India.

Mr: SPEAKER : This is a matter which can be discus-
sed during the general discussion of the budget.

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal): C. L sheets
last quota www cfiom Afg = P

M. MOINUL I—IAQUE CHOUDHURY: @2tk 72 afw
FTA wAtatea | :

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) .
;rvah?lthcr Government know that supply of C. I. sheets can
ardly meet 10 per cent of the requirements of the people ?

Mr, SPEAKER 3

Shri DE
OVernment is

That is obvious.

taking for increasing the quota ?

repe i\fd Ti"’IOIN_UL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: We have been
increae ¥ sending oyp demads to the Government of India to
Foo Sttlil the quoty but Government of India is also in difficulty,
be ! thﬁ‘y‘ accommodated many of our urgent needs

Y Special quogag in the past. In fact the production of C. I,

sheets and stee] is much below the requirement of the country.

Shri DANDESWAR FIAZARIKA (Morongi): May I
Howon what basis C, I. sheets are allotted to different States?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I believe,
Tequirement plus population.

VENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : What step

-
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Chairman, Karim zanj Municipality
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked:

*18. Will the Minister, Local Self-Government be pleased
to state—

(¢) Whether he has lately received Frepresentation
and complainis against the Chairman, Karim-
ganj Municipality ?

() If so, what steps have been taken to investigate
into these cases of illegalities and irregularities ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that a representation has been
submitted by the public for superseding the
Municipal Board and if so, what action has
been taken on this representation ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Local
Self-Government) replied :

18. (a)—VYes.

__ (h)—The matter has already been investigated by the
Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj, the Deputy Commissioner,
Cachar and the Examiner of Local Accounts.

(¢)—Yes. The matter is under consideration of
Government.

. Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): . Is
It not a fact that these representations to supersede the Karim-
ganj Municipal Board is the outcome of political rivalries ?

(Laughter)

(No reply).

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)]: May I know from whom these
representations came ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I want notice of
this question. But- T can tell the hon. Member thatﬂ
received representations from  several =~ persons. .AS e
matter is already under the consideration of the Boyciiront;
I trust the hon, Member will not further press PIERNSELAT,
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Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) : What
is the name of the Chairman of the Karimganj Munici-
pal Board ? (laughter)

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED _(Minister, L.S.G.):
The hon. Member knows his name, as he is also a Member of
this House. o

Loan for reconstruction of Barabazar at Shillong

U JOR MANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes asked : o
*19. Will )l-t]he Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas Depart. :

ment be pleased to state—

Whether a loan has been promised recently for {

& the reconstruction of thepburnt portion of the }
Barabazar at Shillong : -

(6) If so, whatis the reason for the delay in adyap.
cing the loan ? ;

(¢) Whet‘%ler it is a fact that some relief was alsq
promised both by the Chief Minister and the |
Minister of Tribal Areas Department trO the
fire victims of Barabazar in January 1958 ?

(d) If so, what relief has since been given to them »

(¢) Whether the loan so promised will be given at
all ?
Gt not, why not ?

Capt, WILL1A A. SANGMA (Minister, Triha]
Areas)™" WILLIAMSON

L9 . ve decided to give a loan of
RS-2,50,0(0(}) tosi(}ilse’ %%Yfgcr; I}l{ellll;sil:?aintia Hills Dls_trlct Councij]
or the TeConstruction of stalls in the burnt portion of Bary.

azar, Shillong op certain terms and conditions. :

- (b)‘—NOH-receipt of a resolution from the Uniteq
consiJaintia Hilly Dirice Council accepting the terms ang
conditiong )oﬁ"e{fed by Government. 1

¢)—Yes T )

d)—A 3 ief of Rs.10,000 in connection
with the ﬁie of g;?ﬁmj(;?ia?;h?{gfys and Rs.1,500 in connec-
tion with the fire of 5th April 1958 and a rchablhtatiiqn_ loan
of Rs.49, 400 were sanctioned by Government. In a&llt.lon a
sum of Rs.5,000 was - also sauctioned from Chief 1 Jmster]s
Relief Fund for rendering immediate relief to the people
affected by the firs of 5th April 1958,

s S s e




1959] QUESTIONS 869

(e)—Yes, provided the United Khasi-Taintia Hills
District Council pass a resolution accepting the terms and
conditions on which it has been decided to sanction the loan

(f )=—Does not arise.

U JORMANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes)]: To whom the loan was to be given ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, 'I.‘ribal
Areas) : The loan is to be given to the District Council.

U JORMANIK SIEM : Is the District Council to
reconstruct the bazar ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : The District
Council, the Syiem of Mylliem and other representatives met
together in a conference and decided to constitute a Re-con-
struction Committee. Accordingly a Re-construction Committee
was constituted.  Re-construction of the Barabazar is therefore
being taken up by this Committee.

U JOR MANIK SIEM: Is not the delay due to the fact

that Government refused to sanction the loan free of
Interest ? :

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA : It is not a fact.
The delay is due to the non-receipt of a resolution of the
istrict Council accepting the terms and conditions.

. Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Whether

: 1ls‘ Barabazar is under the District Council or the Munici-
Pality ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : It is under the
Control of the District Council.

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West (Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes)|: Has Government assessed the
amount of loss that has been caused by the fire in Barabazar ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : So far as recon-
Sttuction is concerned a master plan was drawn up and
€stimate was prepared but..................

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is whether any assess-
ment of the loss sustained due to the fire havac in Barabazar
was made by Government or by any agency ?

- TETEEISRCLIES T
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas) : No, Sir.

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Trihes)] : Do Government pay
any compensation to those fire victims in view of the fact that
1n spite of repeated representation of the people to improve the
condition of the Barabazar the Government did not do
anything ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: How Government
can be responsible and liable to pay compensation ? Itisa
Private property,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Amount obtained from the Central Government for

Flood Control Schemes of the State

= Cf»l'ari SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)
sked :

42. Will the Minister, Public Works Department (Embank-
ment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

(@) What is the total amount obtained from the
Central Government for Flood Control Schemes
of the State for the year 1958-59 2

(b) What are the pl‘OjCCtS to which‘ this amount hag
been allocated and what amount has been
sanctioned against each ? >

(¢) How many Ofg these schemes are outside the
planned projects for which previous sanction of
the Central Water and Power Commission are
Not necessary ?

(d) Whether these zchemes are financed from the State

udget ?

- MOINUYL, CHOUDHURY  [Ministeyr
Public Works p HAQUE d Control and Irrigatim;
Wing)] replied; o ent (F1o0

,4‘2- (a)—No amount of financial assistance has so far been
received from the Central Government for Flood Control
Schemes for 1958-59. An intimation has however been
received that a sum of Rs.98 lakhs may be available for Flood

ontrol Works during the current financial year.

—
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(b)—A statement showing the names of projects and the
amounf sanctioned against each and also fund allocated during
the current year is laid on the Library Table for imormation of
members. (Please see Library Register No. S. 68).

(¢)—None.

(d)—Schemes under Flood Control Programme are
ncluded in the State Budget, but these are centrally sponsored
schemes which are financed by Government of India.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Whether the State Government has paid any amount of
these schemes ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
P. W. D. (Flood Control etc.)] : The question refers
to the amount obtained from Central Government for flood
control schemes of the State. Schemes under flood control
programme are included in the State budget but these are

Cﬂntrally sponsored schemes which are financed by Govern-
ment of India.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Will Govern-
ment consider to keep some amount apart for execution of such
schemes from the State budget ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: At present
there is no proposal but this may be considered to create a
Separate head in our budget to pay for some schemes out of
our provincial revenue.

. Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): The hon’ble

Inister said that Rs.98 lakhs may be available for flood
control works during the current financial year., My ques-
tion is whether this sum will have to be spent before the
close of the financial year or it will lapse ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: If you may

give me time, Sir, I can clarify the procedure.

In the beginning of each vyear, the Government Of'
India, Ministry of Irrigation and = Power allocate fund for
Flood Control Works during the year. And af:r:orcinlgl‘:r the
Government of India, Ministry of Irrigation and P:, ?WecI]:
allocated a sum of Rs.98 lakhs for execution of the I OC())
Control works in the State of Assam during 1958-59. On.
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the basis of the indication of availability of fund given by
the Government of India, the State Government made neces-
sary allotment of fund in respect of the individual approved
Flood Control Schemes during the year. The Government
of India, Ministry of Irrigation and Power after getting the
list of these proposed Flood Control Schemes would get
them scrutinised by ihe Central Water and Power Commis-
sion, New Delhi, and then approve only those Schemes which
would be recommended by the Central Water and Power
Commission as technically and other wise sound for Central
Loan Assistance under Flood Control programme.

Thus while an indication is given in the beginning of
the year the actual sanction of loan and grant in respect of
each of the Flood Control Schemes is received at the close of
the yeari. e. in the later part of the month of March each
year. Thus there is no question of surrender.

... Therefore what is referred to in the reply Sir, is the broad
mdicg,tion made in the beginning of the year but the actual
sanction, as I have explained just now, will come, as usual
by the end of the Session. It has come or will be coming

now  or nearabout. Therefore, there is no question of
surrender.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur):
22 AT TS a1 tory g et [ooIS 4TI STH IR
?;ﬁr G emergency gy wegqtd  zAcA 4 cofem bAFiA frm
ARG RUEE (i

M. MoINuUL H UDHURY : csfen fanziy
% AQUE CHO G
frea wrm 55 W= B o |

Sy, Ohri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa);

= }ti‘f It a fact that que to late submission of the schemes

o e Centre, we received the financial sanction at the
¢ of the Year from the Government of India ?

M. MoINuy, HAQUE CHOUDHURY: No such in-
Stance has come tq e e

Shri MOHANAN . gBCR BIFICA T d Bed
DA BORA: 43tF1 B3 g
T =T CFRATNT texr cary wanea fowas a1zed J@e Afi g ?

Myr. SPEAKER : This is an Unstarred Question which

does not call for detailed cross-examination,
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Scheme of Constructing the Embankment of Puthimari
River from Puthimari Railway Bridge to Barua-
bari Ghat

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

43. Will the Minister, Public Works Department (Embank-
ment and Drainage) be pleased to state—
(¢) When the scheme of constructing the Embank-
ment of the down part of Puthimari River from
Puthimari Railway Bridge to Baruabari Ghat
was submitted for approval to the Government
of India ?
(6) When the Government of Assam pressed the

Government of India for approval of this scheme
at the latest ?

{¢) What are the considerations on which the Govern-

ment of India refused to accord approval to
this scheme ?

(d) Whether Government of Assam realise that this
schemes should have been one of the projects
getting priority under Flood Control Scheme ?

fe) How many times tenders were invited for the
execution of this Embankment from con-
tractors ?

(f) How many contractors submitted tenders in
response to the advertisements in diflerent
years ?

(¢) What amount was realised by Government as

Stamp duties from the contractors in submitting
their tenders ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
Public Works Department (Embankment and Drainage)]
replied :

43. (a)—The Scheme was submitted to Government of
India on 3rd March, 1958.

(b)—1It was last pressed in the 8th Meeting of f_hﬂ
Central Flood Control Board held on the 22nd Dec}:r{lber.lg"g’
in Delhi. The Central Water and Power Clommission of the
Government of India is still making queries regarding 'sci)hme
technical aspects of the problems to get themselves satis ed
with the technical details of the Scheme.
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(()—The Government of India has not intimated
their decision regarding the approval of the scheme ; but in
view of the successive reduction of the Plan ceiling under
Flood Control Programme in the Second™ Plan, jt has beén
rendered not possible to take up any new schemes during
the remaining period of the Plan unless the Assam’s share is
substantially increased from what has mnow been fixed.
Government of India will not approve any scheme for execution
from funds that may be made available as loan assistance for
Flood Control Works if the cost of the Scheme exceed the
balance that may be available after meeting the total cost of
all Schemes already committed for loan assistance.

(d)—Yes. Due consideration was given in ﬁxing
relative priority of this scheme along with other schemes,

(e)—Twice.

(f)—406 numbers on the first occasion and 422 num-
bers on the second occasion.

: (g)—Rs.4,140 was realised from the contractors ag
court Stamp fees.

_Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur).
It is said that the scheme of constructing the Embankment of
the down part of Puthimari River from Puthimari Railway-
Bridge to Baruabari Ghat was submitted to the Centra]
Government in the year 1958. May T know why t_hc scheme
gorY consgructing the incomplete portion was submitted aftep

ears : :

> WM' MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
Sl tilD. (Embankment and Drainage)] @ It is obvioyg
all ¢ Department cannot complete all schemes at a timg
graOVer the State. Therefore, we have to phase our prg.
Wasi r?e and most likely, as far as I remember, this scheme
the §C1edu16d to be done in 1958. Further, in that year

OIEMember “was. also very vigilant. 2

Shri BATKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reser.
ved for Scheduled Tribes)] : May 1 know why thig
work was not executed and tenders called for twice ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: In my reply,
I have already specified the procedure. After submitting our
scheme to the Government of India we called for tenders with
the anticipation that the Government of India would give

-
Lt
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us the technical sanction and that we would be able to take
up the work. This procedure was followed, in view of our
anxiety about the situation. Why we had to follow the proce-
dure, I hope, the hon. Members will appreciate.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): As
regards Question No0.43(¢) it is said that it has been rendered not
possible to take wup any new schemes during the remaining
period of the Plan unless the Assam’s share is substantially
increased from what has now been fixed. 1n view of the fact
that the Assam’s share has been increased from 3:2 crores
t04'2 crores now, i. ¢., Rs.1'5 crores, will Government be

3

pleased to take up this work now ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
P. W. D. (Embankment and Drainage)]: I am sorry,
Sir, the position is not clear to the hon. Member. The
position is this: in the Second Five Year Plan there was 2
provision for Rs.8 crores. This was reduced to 7 crores, then
to 5'9 crores and then it was proposed to be reduced to 3
something. But we fought against this and they agreed that
they would not do so. They agreed to raise the amount
to Rs.4'42 crores. As such the plan as a whole stands
reduced to. 4°42 crores from 8 crores.

Sukla Irrigation Project
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

44. Will the Minister, P. W. D. (Embankment and Drain-
age) be pleased to state— :

(a) What progress has been made by the Embankment
and Drainage Department in the matter of
investigation of Sukla Irrigation Project ?

() In which year the investigation work was started ?

(¢) What amount has already been spent in this
investigation ?

(d) When the investigation is expected to be com-
pleted ? ;

(¢) Whether Government is aware that thet mam
current of Sukla river has flown into the Ve
Puthimari which has made the river Puthimar:
all the more turbulent ? dite the

(f) Will Government be pleased to expeditS

execution of the Sukla Irrigation Scheme ¢
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
PW.D. (Emhbhankment and Drainage)] replied :

44. (a)—Collection of hydrological data, Agricultura]
statiitics and preparation of general contour map of the com-
mandable area have nearly been completed.

(b)—Clollection of some hydrological data started ip
January, 1957, but the main investigation work started jp
November, 1957.

(r)—Rs.15,114 upto January, 1959.

gl (d)—Iny estigation including detailed surveys for canalg
is likely to be completed by May, 1959.

(¢)—VYes, the Sukla river whose discharge has heep,
gradually increasing got diverted into the Puthimari severy)
years back.

(f )-—--Surveys and collection of data for drawmg up the
schemes ‘are being carried out as expeditiously as possible apq
actual execution will commence as soon as the details of .
Scheme can be finalised, and funds became available.

Shri SARAT GHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpuy),
In view of the fact that the discharge from the Sukla rjye,
Pa_sth-f'allep into, the Pathimari river with “theIciy that
v'u Mari river has become more turbulent, and also ;
W of the fact that a volume of water from Baralia Tiver
! :s %OW been carried by Puthimari, river, will Governmem
nslaerito construct an embankment on the unprotecteq
portion of the Puthimari river ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, it is diff.
cult for me to promise off hand but I will consider this matter
and discuss with my colleagues.

S

2 ]
e ——————— A ————— —
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Shri BAIKANTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: May I know when the hydrological
data will be completed and when the work will be started ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
PWD. (Embankment and Drainage)]: The investigation
including detailed survey is likely to be completed in May, 1959.

Irrigatidn of Marnai alias Punai Nadi to Madankuri

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

45. Will the Minister, P. W. D. (Embankment and Drain-
age) be pleased to state—

(@) Whether he received several  representations from
the people of Karara, Patidarang, Barbansar
Mouzas praying for irrigating the Marnai alias
Punai Nadi to Madankuri ?

(b) Whether any enquiry has been made in this
respect ? ‘

(¢) Whether the Minister is aware that irrigation of
Marnai does not come under Sukla Irrigation
Scheme which is far away from this area ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
P. W. D. (Embankment and Drainage)] replied :

45. (a)—Some petitions were received in 1954-55.
(b)—The proposals are under investigation.

(¢)—For assured irrigation probably reliance will
have to be placed on Sukla water which may be brought to
this area. As stated in reply to Question (b) the mattcrhls
under investigation when possibility of irrigation from the
Marnai (Punai) will also be examined.
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The Assam Co-operative Printers’ and Publishers’
Limited
Shri TAJAMMUL ALI BARLASKAR (Udarband) asked :
46. Will the Minister, Co-operative be pleased to state—
(@) Whether it is a fact that Shri S. B, Choudhury,
Editor, ‘Shillong Times’ has formed a Co-ope-

rative and taken a loan from the Department
of Co-operative, Assam, to run a Press ? 3

(b) If so, what is the name of that Co-operative ? (
(¢) Who are the members of that Co-operative ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that almost all the shares of
the said Co_operative are in the names of Said
Shri S. B. Choudhury, his brothers, sisterg
sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law and such othef-
relations?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that no valid document of a
mortgage covering this loan was executed p,
said Shri S.B. Choudhury or the Co-operatiya
for taking the aforesaid loan?

(/) If so, who are the officers responsible for th;
illegality ?

(2) What is the amount of the loan?

responsible for this ?

(1) Whether this Co-operative has paid its due ingpa)_
ment regularly ?

() 1If not, what action has been taken ?

(k) Whether it is a fact that this Co-operative is nq¢
using any signboard or name of the G‘o—_opem_
tive under the name of which it was registered
but giving out its name as ‘Print House’ against
the direction of the Co-operative Department ?

() What action has been taken against the officerg i
|
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(I) Whether it is a fact that various audit objections
and large number of irregularities were found
in this Co-operative ?

(m) If so, what are these audit objections ?

(n) If the answer to question (k) or ({) is in the affir:
mative, what action Government has taken
against this Co-operative ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-ope-
ration) replied :

46. (a)—Shri S. B. Choudhury is the Secretary of an
Industrial Co-operative Society engaged in Printing and

Publishing. The Society has taken a loan of Rs.20,000
from the Government.

(6))—The name of the Co-operative Saciety is
“Assam Co-operative Printers’ and Publishers’ Ltd.”

(¢)—The following are the members of the Society :—
Shri B. B. Syam—Chairman,

Shri 8. B. Choudhury—Secretary.

Shri J. Channelson.

Shri S. C. Sen.

1.

22

3.

4,

5. Shri P. C. De.
6. Dr. Apurba Choudhury.
7. Shri K. R. Dev.

8. Shri P. Das Gupta,

9, Shri B. K. Syam.

10. Shri B. B, Das.

11. Shri P. Choudhury.

12. Shri S. C. Dhar.
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13. Smti. Chinmoyee Devi.
14. Shri H. C. Choudhury.
15. Shri Satyabrata Choudhury.

16. Shri R. Kar.

d)—The majority of the shares are in the name of
Shri S. B. Choudhury, other mojor share-holders are his
brother-in-law, Shri B. B. Syam, Chairman, Dri AR
Choudhury, his brother, Shri B. K. Syam, nephew and
Shri Satyabrata Choudhury cousin. No sister or sister-in law
of Shri S. B. Choudhury is a member of the Society.

(e)—The Society executed a document hypothecating
the machineries pUI:ChaSCd with the loan. The document,
however was not registered and certain other formalities were

not observed.
( f)—The matter is under investigation.

{g)—Rupees twenty thousand (Rs.20,000).

_Appropriate action will be taken in due course if
und responsible.

(%)

any officer is fo
(i)—No. It had defaulted two kists and also owes part

of the interest accrued.

default of the kists the society is liable to pay
back the entire balance of the loan under the agreement made by
it at the time of taking the loan. A notice demanding the entire

ments was issued and it has since paid

balance and arrear insta} 1
the entire loan money with interest on 3rd March, 1959.

(J)=—For

(k)—The society is using its own signboard at the
nd the office of the society are located.

premises where the Press a

There is no signboard of the name “Print House’’ affixed'to any

part of the premises but the Shillong Times, Ltd. which publishes
d at the Press of this

the Shillong Times gets the paper printe
society and the paper is published as having been printed at

the “Print House’’.
i The society resolved to use the name ““Print House>® for
its Press but it has not been approved by the Department.

!
A 1
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. ({)—There are some audit objections regarding irregularities
In allotment of shares, borrowing money beyond the prescribed
limit and in maintenance of accounts, etc.

(m)—The audit objections referred mainly to the heavy
losses the society was incurring since the beginning and the
heavy establishment charges.

(n)—Notices have been issued by Registrar for cancellation
of registration. But the society has appealed against this order
to the Government and further action has been stayed.

Office of District Transport Officer and Secretary,
Regional Transport Authority at Gauhati

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:
47. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact that the Office of District
Transport Officer and Secretary, : Reg:on_al
Transport Authority at Gauhati are situated in
a very small rented house without necessary
amenities like water supply, urinal, etc. ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that the house has become too
small to accommodate the offices and thus
misplacement of files and records has become
usual feature in this office causing great inconve-
nience and annoyance to the public ?

(¢) Whether there is any proposal to shift this public
utility office and Revenue earning Department
to a better and bigger building for administra-
tive efficiency and public convenience ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replied:
47.(a)---Yes, the office of the District Transport Officer and
Secretary, Regional Transport Authority at Gauhati has been
accommodated in a rented building.
No complaint about water supply, urinal is received.
(b)—With the increase of staff the office building has
become rather small, but this cannot be the ground for misplace-
ment of files and records.
(c)—Steps are being taken to have a better and com-
modious rented building.
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'Total strength of Assistants for the Office of the District
Transport Officer, Gauhati

== (?!lrl SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)
e 48. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to
st

(@) What is the total strength of Assistants authorised
by the Department for the Office of the District
Transport Officer, Gauhati and what is the
total number of Assistants now working in that
Office ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that there has been continued
shortage of working hands in the Office of the
District Transport Officer, Gauhati and that for
the last several months the office has been
functioning only with 50 per cent of the autho-
rised strength resulting in heavy accumulation
of arrear works causing serious public inconve-
nience and loss ?

(¢) If so, how Jong Government will take to fill up the
existing vacancies for better administration and
efficiency of the office ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replied:

48. (a)—The sanctioned strength and existing strength of
the staff of District Transport Officer’s Office and Secretary
Regional Transport Authority office are as under:— :

Sanctioned  Existing
strength  strergth

Head Assistant 1 1
Cashier Ao 1 pDistrict  Transport
| Officer’s Office.
Lower Division Assis- 5 5 J
tant. T pReeas
Total pee ] 7
Upper Division Assistant 1 1 7 Regional Transport
: : Authority’s Office,
ower Division Assistant 3 3
Total R | 4

(b)— Does not arise, in view of the reply to question
0. (a) above.
(¢)—Does not arise.

N

= o L
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Number of Weaving Co-operative Societies in the State

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS (Patacharkuchi) asked:
49. Will the Minister of Cottage Industries be pleased to
state— s
(¢) How many Weaving Co-operative Societies have
been formed uptill now in the State ?
() What facilities have been given to the Societies ?
(¢) Whether the Societies are given grants or loans ?
(d) How many Societies are properly running ?
(¢) How many yards of cotton cloth and Silk have
been produced in the State during each of the
last three years ?

(f) Whether there are fixed rates of giving wages to
the weavers ?

(g) If so, what is the maximum rate ?

_Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Go-ope-
rative) replied :
49. (a)—1,105.
(b)—Facilities given are—

() Interest free share capital loan.

(77) Interest free working capital loan. The 1ssue
of the same has since been discontinued as Reserve
Bank of India is giving finance to the weaver’s Co-
operative Societies through Central Banks.

(#1i) Rebate at the rate of 6 n. P. per rupee on the
sale of handloom cloth of value at Rs.2 cor more.

(iv) Looms and weaving accessories are given as
grants. Jacquard machines are given on the basis of
50 per cent grant and 50 per cent interest free loan.
Warping drums are supplied at one-fourth cost.

(v) Subsidy on the cost of transport of yarn at
the rate of Rs.20 per bale is given to the members of
weaving co-operative societies. .

(¢)—Both grants and loans ave given as shown at (&)
above .

(d)—Approximately 50 per cent of the socictics are
working properly.

(¢)—Cotton in Yards. Silk in Yards.
1956—438°5 (in Lakh) 215 (in Lakh,
1957—527-5 (in Lakh) 925 (in Lakh)

1958—600 (in Lakh) 23 (in Lakh)
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(f)—There is no fixed rate. Weaving charges are
paid according to design and labour.

(¢)—One can earn maximum Rs.5 a day.

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS (Patacharkuchi):
o[Teisas ¢ d>oc 4T (Fidlais (GIbiEET 2w coo 4 GHRE o
ST bfE o Wiz A wAd 7P @R faww W@ Fowwm
cAg ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-
operatives): Sir, the reasons are manifold. It may be due
to the bungling or mismanagement or lack of interest on the
part of the members of the society also.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa).
Is there any agency to supervisc the effective function of the
societies ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: Yes Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Is it a fact
that there are Co-operative Societies where the Co-operatiye
Officers never pay visit during the last 5 years ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: I would like to know the
area, Sir. ,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: I like o
mention the Dibrugarh area, Sir.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: I will take up the matter,

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North Lakhimp“‘.
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] : =ift fdtm a2 359,
4N Flmattraits  oisteEa deTa «o St GIBIEE SIEE bE B g%

a1 o7 wicers Wiz 18 fygen 5w TN oY g p
fw wfe o gAfErT AtaT Fa fF a7 wfareg ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-
operatives): Our officers have repeatedly been asked to go,

2 fAn  sawim st @@= 521 FECE | AEAE AR TRt
Siveeh Corporation «f =fr zfterald FiedEa seiea TR [ig
2 =01 wicsticater rftes | whwl % REIF Bl A (G2 Gl
TAFR @B 57w fiew 1 o Betfae mfiz et iz gdfaks
O Bigw ayaw) cAte | :
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Mr. SPEAKER: The question is whether Government
has started or held any investigation into the causes of -
effective function of the societies.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: Government is now going
toset up a corporation in order to look into this Sir.

Shri RADHA KISHAN KHEMEKA (Tinsukia): g
Frostitales coiot2fBea sawia o & dd 31 i A 4] acd o
TZ5id et @i a1 pawiea it ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Yes Sir, there was some
difficulties because the Reserve Bank of India stopped the

finance and we had to move the Reserve Bank of India for
more finance.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Jzi=i¥

@t AB 41 oI fowrs e @feefG tzg Wi e ©
@GS tzee P

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: These are all registered
Societies. :

Tihu Local Board Inspection Bungalow

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Pathacharkuchi (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

50. Will the Minister, Public Works Department (Roads
and Buildings) be plecased to state—

() Whether any representation has lately been
received by Government to convert the Tiliu
Local Board Inspection Bungalow ?

(b) If the answer is in affirmative, then when this will

be taken over by the Public Works Depart-
ment ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [(Minister, Public
Works Department (Roads and Buildings)] replied:

50. (a)—No representation to convert the Tihu Local I?olz;‘lrif;
Inspection Bungalow has been received so far by the tu
Works Department.

(6)—Does not arise,
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Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] : May I know Sir,
whether the Deputy Minister, P=blic Works Department, receiv-
ed a letter from me and a note from the Deputy Minister of
Education to convert the Tihu Local Board Inspection Bunga-
low into a Public Works Department Inspection Bungalow ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Deputy Minister,
P. W.D. (Road and Building)] : No such letter was
received by me, Sir. '

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS : {28 (R 4 sie
Deputy Minister Shri Radhika Das 3 1 (Il T24fE 31 Gt
“tEigea Az P

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : &iItil 7% ey
crElg M FiTm wEE A= oAl T

Myr. SPEAKER : Order order. The question was,
whether the Minister or the Deputy Minister, whoever may be,
received a letter from the hon. Member, meaning himself, and
also a note from the Deputy Minister, Education. This is the
question, so if the Minister is in a position to give a reply he
may give it.

YSghri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : No, Sir. 1 have
notreceived any such letter or note.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: T LT TA CECTRGT .
7 TEEETen (Rt Gl f5fs frea oTEen 5aied o o P (laughter,)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. He said that if he dig
not receive the letter, how is it that he (Shri Das) got a reply
to it ?  (laughter.)

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : cAff %]

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: i@ iz 3 3% Bag
CFCACT =it ? ;

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH [Minister, P. W,p,
(Road and Building)] : Mz 7@2 g= = M@ My qify
CSL4CS e replyth BiF  CATE | Ffem  arrea A 96 afp
Oltg, (ofom  warw  wezivm oeifrs AifeE | 98 I A5 TRy

@ Bawim atca wo mEia BEl st 2Aifee  wdEmi

T T whces At #9p FEcs | Ot @fen @Rir IE @ 9
AT FANE T oa) <lisez @ (awd @ 2ot ordai @ifim | e
T @12 Awers wweca =iz za | 1% FEed T cofia ot e
BTICH @i ol e |
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Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : % $%3 iR @S witg, T2
afgare 7 i |

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member will please give

that letter to the Minister, as he said, there may be bonafide
mistake here.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)| : Who will take charge of this Dak
Bungalow after abolition of the Local Boards ?

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall cross that bridge when we
come to it. '

Agricultural Credit System

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) asked:

5l. Will the Minister-in-charge, Co-operative Department
be pleased to state— : .
(2) Wkether Government is aware of the public feeling
that the present Agricultural Credit System
cannot fulfil the needs of small cultivators who
are really in need of loan ?

(6) Whether Government is making any arrangement

to meet the needs of small cultivators who have
no credit ?

(¢) What is the number of credit co-operative societies
in the State which give short term loan, medium
term loan and long term loan and to how many
families these Co-operatives are offering loans
during the last year or year before last ?

(d) Whether Government propose to stop all other
systems of agricultural ~ credit and make Go-

operative Department only responsible for
agricultural credit ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-
operation) replied:
51. (a)—Yes.

(b)—To meet the needs of the poor cultivators Govera-
ment is trying to open more co-operatives.
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(¢)—There are 2,979 credit societies and 1,21,707
members were given loan during 1957-58.

(d)—There is a proposal to channelise all Agricultural
Credit through Co-operative but this will only be possible when
the entire State is covered by Co-operative Socleties. AS far
as practicable the Agricultural loans are now issued through
Co-operative Societies.

Shyi MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): o
BT Brwetr @ifssr 7 c#EAils w97 Wwfe FRed complication (e
it SiT qlca st waTes A areE wiRcga @ifv o e |

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-
operation) : The reply is already there Sir, “There is a
proposal to channelise all Agricultural Credit through Co-
operative but this will only be possible when the entire State
is covered by Co-operative Societies, etc.”

Shri MOHANANDA BORA: cifte State 4 (Ffoatig
co-operative utg wf¥ #faT I f& awita it 2

Shri BISWABEV SARMA : This will depend more on
the public, Sir, than on the Government.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Whether it is fact that a large nuw ber of these Societies are
not functioning properly ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : I have no information, Sir,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: thther the
Minister-in-charge will enquire about the wqumg_ of the_se
Co-operative Credit Societies which have been in existence in

ibrugarh but which have no transaction for the last5 to 15
years ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: Yes, Sir, I shall look into
the matter.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):

€garding the question of these short term, medium term and
long term loans whether Government considers that these short
term loans are not at all helpful to the poor cultivators ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : No Sir, it is not so.

fo. Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : Is it a
act, Sir, that these large sized Credit Co-operative societies are

not allowed to organise now ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Yes, Sir.

—

P .
iy ~*

e E—
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New Major Industries started last year

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :
Will the Minister of Major Industries be pleased to state—

52. (¢) How many new major industries were started
during the last year and what are their names ?

(b) Whether any final arrangement has been made
for starting the following industries and if so, with
whom ? (1) Jute, (2) Cement, (3) Paper, (4)
Rayon, (5) Cotton textile (spun), (6) Iron
Rolling, (7) Second Surgar Mill,

(¢) Whether any concrete advancement in the matter
of industrialisation has been made since the last
Industrial Conference and if so, what is that 2

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries) replied :

52. (a)—The Co-operative Sugar Mill has gone into
production during the last year. Action for the implementa-
tion of the schemes for a Cement Factory at Cherrapunji
and for a Spun Silk Mill at Jagi Road is being taken so
that these wunits can 80 mto production within their respective
scheduled dates. The implementation of a project for Fruit
Preservation Plan and a Cold Storage unit at Gauhati is also
Proceeding apace. Negotiations have almost been completed for a
Pulp Mill of considerable size at Lamsakhang in Mikir Hills
district. Licences have also been issued for the establishment of
a Re-rolling Mill and the Bicycle Factory in Gauhati. [Tt will
however be sometime before these units are in a position to
g0 into production.

(b) The positéon .ir} respect of each of the industries
referred to in the question is indicated below-—

(1) FJute.—The party which was given the licence for
this project” some vyears ago has not been able to take adequate
and ecffective steps for the establishment of the Jute Mill for
which they were given the licence. The question of the action
to be taken by Government in this case is at present under
consideration,
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(2) Cement.—Government have decided to participate
in the project for the establishment of a Cement Factory at
Cherrapunji by Assam Cements, Ltd., by way of purchase of
shares to the extent of Rs.15 lakhs and a guarantee on the last
instalment of the machinery for this project. Construction
work has already begun on the project at Cherrapunji. Neces-
sary action is being taken to expedite delivery of machinery,
etc.

(3) Paper.—Permission has been given for the starting
of two small paper making units. The Iocat_ion for these
have not yet been finalised. Negotiations are in a stage of
finalisation in respect of the proposed Pulp Mill which is propos-
ed to be set up in Lamsakhang in Mikir Hills District.

(4) Rayon.—This matter is still under examination,
A team of Japanese experts are expected to visit the State
during the next month in this connection.

(5) Cotton Textile—The party which was given a licence
for the establishment of a Spinning Mill has not been able to
take any effective steps hitherto. The question of action to be
taken by the Government in this connection is under exami-
nation.

__ (6) Iron Re-rollin, _ Ticence has been issued for the
establishment of a Re-rol%ng Mill at Gauhati by M/S. Kumar
Iron and Steel GOmpany: Lid. The party 15 expccted to
commence work shortly on this project.

~ (7) Second Sugar Mill—The matter is still under consi-
deration of Government.

(¢) The Industrial Development Conference called in
July 1958 recommended that an Industrial Development Coune
cil should be set up with Government representatives and
prominent industrialists and non-officials from the private
Sector who could advise Government on all matters relating
to industrial development. This Clouncil has since been con-
SUtuted and had its first meecting on 25th February, 1959
wherein otentiality of development of

) the scope for an p
ndustries in various spheres and the necessary action in the
transport facilities was

zlr}atter of power development and .
iscussed in detail. It is expected that through the Industrial

evelopment Clouncil, the Government willbe able to prepare
a comprehensive blue-print for the industrial development of
the State in the next few years. As far as progress made in
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respect of specific industries is concerned this is partly covered
by reply to (b) above. In addition to thesc items, permib:
sions have been given to private parties for the establishment
of 2 number of small industries in various sectors, the total
number of such units being over 50. A mnumber of small
industries units are also likely to go up in_the Industrial
estate at Gauhati which is now almost completed. Licence
fora bicycle Factory has also recently been given and pre-
liminary works taken up on the project.

Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes)|: In reply to Question 52(a) it has been
stated—“Action for the implementation of the schemes for
a Cement Factory at Cherrapunji and for a Spun Silk Mill
at Jagi Road is being iaken so that these units can go 1nto
production within their respective scheduled dates””. May I
know what are the respective scheduled dates ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): The respective scheduled date are 1960.

Shri RAM NATH DAS: For both ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Yes Sir, for
both.

Shri DWIJESH GCHANDRA DEB SARMA (Digboi):
Spun Silk Mill z[fst zais = = =i ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: wwifdl c2c®
«Ethita® 1 Textile Commissioner. Bombay « #if5 ¥ frm 2|
firr 591 foreign exchange #ffwm fmia 5=ia foreign exchang®
Fifen | gt g Ta-Alifs ST S 2ty Aifer® o1 sler TS
0 BB 79 | oA (SeEBAT TG Clts SIS cordTs Sicafs $f =
459 wifea w=rzich) @ 4|

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): Do Govern-
ment propose to expand the Fruit Preservation Factory at
Silchar ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: That will be
considered, Sir.

Shri CHATRA SINGH TERON [Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: In reply to Question
No.52(b), (5) the Minister Said—“The party which was gvVen
a license for the establishment of Spinning Mill has not been
able to take any effective steps hitherto. The question of action
to be taken by the Government in this connection 18 u_ﬂlc{lel‘
examination” —now, what are the steps Government has ta en
to make the licensee in this connection to) take  CHCSAVOREICDS
for- establishment of this Mill ?
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): We have served notices on the party
asking them to show cause why their license should not be
cancelled.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Whether Government proposes to cancel the license and entrust
this work to a Co-operative Society ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister has already replied that
notices have been served on the party.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Whether the
Minister has received any intimation that there is ~willingness
on the part of the people to form co-operative society to start
Jute Mill in the district of Nowgong ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : There has
been verbal talk only but no formal ofter to the effect.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes): Whether .it is <a fact that one
Expert from Japan visited Assam in 1957 for the purpose
of advising the State to establish a Rayon Factory ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Yes, Sir, the
Japanese team of experts came and took some muli bamboos to
Japan, examined them there and declared that they will be
extremely suitabl i i :

Shri GHAI?I'(i{er rglylﬁGH TERON [Mikir Hills-Wes¢
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, it is stated in
reply to question 52(7) that the matter with regard “to the
second Sugar Mill is still under consideration of Government,

ay I know what is under consideration_fls it about the size of
the Mill or about the location of the Mill ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: It is a very
clever question. [ thank the hon. Mer_nbcr for this. The
atf}SWer_ should is the matter is pending with the Government
©f India with regard to the sanction of foreign exchange.

Shri Dwy EB SARMA (Digboi):
- : ANDRA D ] ghoi) :
RERREIC S ﬁﬁmeFmiIr{m(?:un silk  mill @F g e fig
TS T Centra] Board F 4Bf & 431 &1 @ICCd ? FI prw
. | 'f;r_ﬂ‘?iq] TF71 A= BGmnl ea cwtata S 145} qﬁﬁ’f BTl
Sitqee ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: &t 9%
FAT A AP

‘—_;JAA__.._*'—- e —— it A
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Loss of revenue due to export of loose Jute from
Dhubri Subdivision

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)
asked : _

53. Will the Minister, Finance be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the Jute-merchants in
the western border of the State are drawing
pointed attention of the Government that
more than 80 per cent of jute are carried
away outside the State in loose form depriving
the ‘State the Jute-tax which is levied on baled
jute omly ?

(b)) Whether Government are aware that many big
jute industrialists of Dhubri Subdivision, have
almost left the Subdivision giving up their
trade in the area ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that it has
affected that local cconomy as innumerable
labourers working in different mills have been
thrown out of employment ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance)
replied :

53. (a)—Only one dealer of Golakganj submitted
petitions to Government to this effect. It is not a fact that

there is huge loss of revenne due to export of loose jute from
Dhubri Subdivision.

: (b) & (¢)—Government have no such infor-
mation but have now asked the Deputy Commissioner to
enquire and submit a report.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI: What is the
actual quantities of jute exported from Dhubri to Coochbehar ?

~ Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: That information
1s not available now Sir. This reply has been given on the
basis of collection figures during the current year and also
during the past year. We realised upto the end of December
1957 Rs. 7 lakhs and upto December last year Rs. 8 lakhs }c'l:IS
revenue. So instead of loss, there has been increase 1B %‘?
revenue from the collection of road tax on jute in the Dbgbr
Subdivision.
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Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
My question -is what is the actual quantity exported to
Coochbehar ?

Mr, SPEAKER: That is a different question.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance):
We realised annas eight per md. of jute astax and so the
quantity of jute assessed to road tax can be calculated.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI : Sir, my
information is that the D. C. has submitted the report about
six months back, but here it is stated in the reply that the D.C.
has been asked to enquire and submit a report.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No, Sir, otherwise
the report would not have been called for.

Installation of Telephone at Jakhlabandha and
Silghat Transport offices :

k Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked :

54. Will the Minister, 7Transport be pleased to state
whether for co-ordination of work Government propose to
link the Jakhlabandha and Silghat Transport Offices by
phone connections ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
Port) replied :

54.—Not at present.

The proposal for installation of telephone at Jakhla-
lleandha and Silg%at Transport Offices cannot be taken up
er?:;il :Sh there are no exchange connections yet. It wil]
. & AUge expenditure if exchange connections are to be
Provided for frop, the nearest Exchange (NOWGONG).

It is ung he Post and Telegrapk

tood that the Yo L 2.0

Department hag ap?gsp?)gal of establishing Public Call Offices
at the above twq places mext year when it will be possible

to %{et the telephone connections installed for co-ordination of
work,
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
(To which Oral answers were given)
Rope-way line between Cherrapunji and Bholaganj

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

1. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to
state—
(@) Whether it is a fact that the Rope-way line bet-
ween Cherrapunji and Bholaganj has ceased ifs
operation since Ist January 1959 ?

(b) If so, whether Government permitted the Cherra-
Chattak Rope-way Company to close it down ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Company has started
dismantling of the Rope-way line ?

(d) Whether it is also a fact that the leading people
of Bholaganj and Cherrapunji have given re-
presentations to the Government to keep the
Rope-way line open, and stop dismantling ?

(¢) Whether Government has any contemplation to
nationalise the Rope-way line ?

(f) If not, why not ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replied :
(a)—Yes.

(b)—The Rope-way line belongs to the Cherra-Chattak
Rope-way Co. Ltd. As such the question of the Government
permitting to close down its own line does not come in.

(¢)—Yes.

: (d)—One representation was received from Deputy
Siem of Cherra, one from Shri A, Choudhury, a businessman
of Bholaganj and one from the Headmaster of the Ram-
krishna Mission High School, Cherrapunji, requesting
Government to take up with the Company not to close or
dismantle the line,

(e)—No.

{ f)—The machinery has become tod old and worn out
to last longer than a year at the most; hence it will not soe
economical, profitable or even a reasonable business: proposition
to do so.
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Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): Is it a fact
that there is no motorable road to Bholaganj ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port): Yes, Sir.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: Is it a fact that Bholagan;j
is an important Bazar ncar the Pakistan border with a Police
Out Post ?

Mr. SPEAKER : It is a question of geography.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: Do Government k_now that
as a result of the closure of this rope line, busm_css is suffer-
ing and consequently some people arc also suflering ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Sir, a conference
was held between the Government representatives and t!]e
representatives of the Company where this question was  dis-
cussed in detail. In the conference it was pointed out that
the tribal people will not be so much affected by the closm:e
of this particular rope-way, but some tea garden owners in
Pakistan would be affected to some extent, as previously
this rope-way was meant for carrying coal to those tea gar-
dens. But with the virtual closure of business with Pakistan
after partition there is not much commercial grants for car-
riage through this rope-way to Cherra and other neighbour-
ing places carried there. So the tribal people will not be so
much affected by this.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): How many
worker have been thrown out of employment ?

Capt. WILLIAMISON A SANGMA : 1 have no infor-
mation, Sir.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : How I the
trade between Gherrapunji and Bholaganj being carried on ?
Is there any alternative arrangements made by the Govem-
nent ?
oS Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA : At present there
5 no alt(:rnative arrangement, Sir.

Shiei SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : What is the capital
of that Company p
Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : I am sorry, I have

no information. It is a privatec Company. I cannot say the
€xact amount.
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General discussion of the Budget
Mr. SPEAKER : Now the Question hour is over.

As usual I shall allot 15 minutes to each hon. Members
and 30 minutes to cach Leader of the Political Parties.
Mr. Bhattacharyya.

Shri GAURI SANKAR BIHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad to have this opportunity and privi-
lege of initiating the discussions on the Budget which has been
presented by the Finance Minister, Shri Ahmed. Ihave very
carefully gone through the speech he delivered introducing the
Budget and I am constrained to say that the two things, t.¢.,
the Budget and his speech materially differ. In my opinion, so
far as the speech is concerned, I must say very frankly that
I have liked it. It is a frank speech prépared in polished
language and full of patriotic fervour. But so far as the figures
of the Budget are concerned they do not convey the spirit of
the speech, and, therefore, I think I shall be excused if I say
that the speech of the Finance Minister is rather a criticism
of the Budget which he has presented to the House. He has
stated that he has gone for opening a new chapter of orderly
development. But in the Budget we do not find any promise
for that. This Budget doecs not undertake the task of raising
the low standard of Iliving of the people which he values
s0 much in his speech. It does not endeavour to ‘‘bring out
the best in our people and to create a process of progress
based on the economic and social order’”, to use his own
words. Though we are for the present assured of toil and
tears, sufferring and sacrifice, it does not lead wus aunywhere
near the goal of socialism and fulfilment of the task lying
ahead of this State though unlike the Central Finance Minster
our Finance Minister was good enough to say that socialism
is our goal, an unalterable goal. It is, therefore, the same old
stercotype way, the same old hollow promises expressed in the
mterest of the vast majority of the people. But the apologists
and the flatterers will. perhaps, spring up and say, “Pon’'t
you see this year the Budget is a surplus Budget, and, there-
fore, it is a grand departure from the past’” ? But Sir, Day
I not say again that in the past few years also our Budget
ultimately turned out to be surplus though at the beziniing
they were shown as deficit Budgets, and, if [ may say 50
these Budgets were made purposefully deficit, either duc 0

ignorance or due to supposed cunningness whereby to per-
So T ds and
suade the Central Government to give more grants, ai
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assistance. Perhaps the framers of these Budgets thought
that they were more cunning than those who are sitting at
Delhi. But in the long run we found that these Budgets
turned out to be surplus and the trick did not turn out to be
successful. So, for these reasons I think the Finance Minister
has this time been good cnough to place the Budget as it is.
But myy point is that this Budget is in no way different from
the past ones,

Now, I may be permitted to say that Shri Ahmed has
been very frank in stating that ‘it will be, therefore, neces-
sary to raise in future additional resources by fresh taxation
and also to go to into the market for public loans”’. This
is stated at page 39 of his speech. Now, therefore. what this
Budget promises for the future should be clear from this very
line. I want to approach the Budget from another point of
view, from the point of view of an Accountant. Generally
speaking, the financial position of a Government is adjudged
by it capacity to meet from the revenue all demands for
running the administration and for providing the necessary
funds for amortization of debts. It is also necessary that all
loans are covered by assets. New let us remember that our
cash balance which was Rs.5°35 crores on the first of April,
1956 will dwindle to Rs.57-53 lakhs at the end of the current
Year, and in spite of the revenue surplus, the cash balance
1s not expected to improve beyond Rs.1'32 crores at the end
of the next year. This cash balance is also not free as pro-
videntsfund and: other funds are merged in it. Financial con-
dition of the Covernment for 1956-1957 shows that while on
the 31st March, 1956 liabilities of the Government stood at
Rs 12 crores 44 lakhs 32 thousands, by 31st March, 1957 it
rose to Rs.20 crores 11 lakhs 41 thousands. This was in addi-
don to the commitments of the Government to the extent of

$.13 crores, 32 lakhs, 76 thousands in respect of expenditure
gn works causing Rs. one crorc or more in each occasion
‘i‘:ltablt’:_ out-side the Revenue Account and on Five-Year
oﬁsfmj-ms and plans. Now the hon. Members of this
0 the ;Vll],_ therefore, have to give inore attention in future
Withoht “;Elpts side of the Budget than heretofore. Because
it RiE sounder economy at the present our goal of
sm will remain a distant goal for a long time to come,

I welcome the reference of the Finance Minister to the
Agpur decision of the Indian National Clongress. We have
owr criticism about the decisions., We hold that there is scope
for their improvement and enrichment. But so far as the basic
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question of agrarian reforms and planned industrialisation of
the country are concerned, we have already oflered our hands
of co-operation to all the democratic forces inside the country
including the Congress Governmeutl, May I suggest to the
Finance Minister that so far as the striving for a socialist goal 15
concerned there are really many alignments and re-alignments
of things for which we should be prepared to face the situation
and come to a decision without very much perturbing our present
affiliation. We have still to traverse two years of the Second
Five Year Plan. We shall than embark upon the Third Five
Year Plan. If by socialism we really mean business than by the
end of the Third Five Year Pian we shall have to achieve at
least the following objectives according to the estimates made
by the Statistical Institute, namely, we shall have first of a}l to
make Assam self-sufficient in food, secondly there must be elimi-
nation of any sort of intermediaries beetween the State and the
actual tiller of land, thirdly there must be elevation to a predo-
minantly industrial State from the present position of a predo-
minantly agrarian economy, fourthly there mustbe a raising by
100 per cent. the real wage of the workers and the earnings O
the peasants, fifthly there must be completion of the river va ley
projects Manas, Kopili, Bharali and Barak. The difficulties
that are here in this respect must be over come. Sixthly doqb-
ling the track and all-weather stablisation of the Link Line wit

extension up to North Lakhimpur and Garo Hills, seventhly
exploitation of iron are and other mineral resources of the Garo
P_Iills in particular and other hills districts of Assam in gcnerala
eighthly refining the entire crude oil that is found in Assam
with full utilisation of the by-products thereof, ninethly comple-
tion of a chemical fertilisation plant in Assam, 10th generating
of the electric capacity uptol lakh KW., 11th installation of a
gas plant, 12th increase of milk and dairy products at least by
three times than at present, 13th at least 50 per cent of the
State budget shall have to be made from the income of the in-
dustrial and commercial undertakings of the State, 14th social
security including unemployment benefit shall have to be assured
to all citizens, 15th education shall have to be made free and
16th medical facilities to be made available to everybody who
needs it. I have mentioned only a few of the items which shall
have to be completed by the end of the Third Five Year Plan if
we want to go anywhere near socialism. Does our present
budget indicates that ? If it would then it would bea progres=
sive budget. T hope, I shall be excused if I say that the budget
is not a progressive one. Now, first of all does the budget “e"“}
to satisfy the very primary need of the society, that is, the nec

of food ? As Brahmachari Swamiji had said some tme ago on
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he floor of this House *“=r[ts siafs seifi” that is, food is the life
of the man and as a matter of fact, of all creatures. So long as
there will be difficulties with regard to food, any other project
or any otherinspiration becomes secondary and does not really
serve the purpose. At page 15 of his speech the Finance Minis.
ter was pleased to say that the food problem of the State would
be solved merely by going for intensive cultivation or reclamation,
by means of irrigation, etc, It is also nccessary to undertake
agrarian reorganisation and improvement of land management
practices. I should like to underline the last sentence of the
Finance Minister’s speech because in this regard the efforts for
improved method of cultivation go to the root of the problem
So long as the producer of food, the peasant, doqs not feel con-
fident and will give his best for the production, production
cannot be achieved to the extent we desire. The main ques-
tion about it is the land. Unless and until he knows that he s
the master of his own field that effort is not forthcomin
somuch from him. Therefore, land to the tiller must be not
only our goal but that must be our immediate goal. ‘At page
14 of his speech the Finance Minister has said :  “We haye
taken an additional food target production of 382 lakh tong
during the Second Five Year Plan period. Out of the 09 lakh
tons has been achieved during the vyears 1956-58 against the
target of 1,04,820 tons.””> Ifthat is so than we have fallen far
short of our target. “The Third year’s target was 1,61,560 lons,
including cumulative programme from _the first year, for the
attainment of which there is a plan provision of Rs.108:29 lakhg
In 1958-59 Budget.” 1 beg to submit that so far as our targets
are concerned we should give more ecmphasis on the physica]
rather than financial target. Up till now the emphasis has beey
more on the financial target than on the physical target. May
hope that there will be coming a change in the attitude from
this time onward ? The Minister was also pleased to refer tq
Certain other problems, for example, the question of contro] of
flood that is natural calamaties, and so on, Now, we knoy
at so far as Assam is concerned, we have not found a very
helpfu) attitude from the Centre with regard to control of
vf:dsz €lC., in our State. Only this morning when a question
stated Lo (Bis, the Minister in charge of Agriculture hag
ol oW from g promise of Rs. 8 crores Assam was pushed
crores pfl)f"ii?mn of  receiving an allotment of only Rs.3.97
of the- Fi IS also finds place at page 23 of ‘th_e speech
.~ GInance Minister. In my opinion the original allo-
cation itself Was inadequate. When the First Plan Frame was
Pl:el[:ar ed, they had over estimated the position and possibilities
With regard to the food situation and so there were certain
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promises of coming out of the woods by 1952-53. But all these
hopes were belied and all our fears were justified when we found
that even now the food situation in the whole of India is extremely
acute, So far as Assam is concerned, almost every year we aré
faced with calamities of flood ; though last year its velocity
was a little less. Even than in certain areas there were floods.
Now, Sir, for Assam to improve her agrarian economy, apart
from agrarian reforms the second most important thing is control
of floods. Rs.8 crores also could not have been sufficient for
this purpose. Then, how is it that the Government of India,
which as it says so very keen about making India self-sufficient
in food and which also gets the major portion of its foreign
exchange from tea, jute and other things produced by Assam,
should be so very unsympathetic as to cut down the amount to
only Rs.3:27 crores * We are glad that the Chief Minister and
the Finance Minister were suceessful in persuading the
Goverment of India to raise it a little higher to Rs.4'42 crores.
But I should like to submit that our efforts should not stop there
and we should represent to the Government of India very
strongly that not a rupee less that 8 crores as originally promi=
sed will serve our purpose. I also do stand for certain improved
methods in cultivation and we should gradually introduce them.
For example, efforts should be made for double or treble crop-
ping and for interspersing of crops. Say, for example, maize
may be grown side by side with soyabeen. What nitrogen is
consumed by one crop can be replaced by the other, and at
the same time there may be green manuring, By this sort of
interspersed cultivation we can achieve good results. There
should also be some methods of raising crops in winter.
Manuring, soil preservation, improved methods of cultivation
like the Japanese or Chinese method, intergrated scheme of

ﬂO_Od control, irrigation, embankment and drainage, all these
things should be done.

‘ As T have already stated, Sir, we must remember that revo-
lution produces counter-revolution. While there will be
attempt on the pa-t of those who stand for progress, to rousc
th= mass of people to stand on their own legs. there will be
clements which will in various ways try to stand in the way.
We have already seen some such attempt when the Government
wanted to do something through the Adhiars Protection el
We have seen how land-holders’ associations were for;ned 12
which many important members of the ruling party )ic{;ilgn
office-bearers. to put hindrance in the way of unplf-'me”:‘ S
of that legislative. Similarly, the co-operative, MOVEIER ’ od
which so much importance has been given 15 @ very g
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movement. My Friend, Mr. Rahimuddin said very clearly that
taking advantage of the patronage of the Government to the
co-operative movement, many not very desirable people haye
posed themsclves as co-operators and have been forming
co-operative societies, not for the sake of the movement,
but for their own aggrandisement. Therefore in thig

respect while there shall have to be an attempt to carry
there must always he

forward all progressive legislation 2=
vigilance over the forces of reaction. Now, itis good that the
Finanee Minister has becn pleased to say that he advocates

industrial development of the State. We also do, but if wishes
were horses every beggar would have been riding one on the
streets of Shillong. There must be means for that. Therq must
be also the necessary climate, to usc the words of the Finance
Minister, and favourable conditions for industrial development,
The Minister said at page 25 of his speech ““for utilising the ray,
materials of the State, medium and large industries can be g
up. We can and should undertake proclucuou, ‘of almost all the
articles we are to-day importing to the Stat_(a:_ 'Then he says
“industrial development on all these sectors, if itis fo be orgy_
nised rapidly and in concrete manner should be taken up botl
in the private and public sectors”. The Minister-in-charge op
Industries, while answering a question this morning said, hoyy,
an industrialists’ conference was held in order to advise Govery,.
ment about industrial development. While these conferenceg
are helpful to a certain extent they will not necessarily bring iy,
industrialists from outside unless and until we can give thep,
certain  favourable conditions. Why should an industrislig
come to Assam to instal his industry if he does not get some
benefit for it ? Now, labour neccessarily is costly in Assam ang
though some raw materials are here in abundance, there are
other things which we have to import from outside the State,
ransport is costly and difficult. Assam is not the nerve-centre
of a wide market. All these factors arc against drawing ip
Industrialist from outside Assam. But Assam has one _thing
Ve could have given them cheap power because Assam s rich
In rivers, streams and rivulets and hydro-clectric gencration of
POWerin= Adsam ought to be very cheap and very easy. But |
?;"1_3_0” Y to correct the Industries Minister, who was pleased o
Ply to me lag¢ year that the rate of Umtru hydro-clectric
Supply was not high
havefg: f:?)lndt Ithal't it was of M ayurr‘akh_i‘.! fin 11‘]1“{111 r?cl]n t}iili-ry{h'{
chore arll_ct him. I have enquire z}n . 9.‘ g o
ge for clectric energy is the highest at Gauhati in the world.
it Ot only it js highest in India but it is highest in the world. If
18 82, how can you expect industrialists from outside to come lo
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Assam ? TIf they do not get eleciric power at a cheap rate
how can they run their industries in Assam ? So, I submit that
forindustrial purpose the charge of electricity from Umtru
should be made cheaper so that there is an atiraction for indus-
trialists from outside the State.

Another thing, we must note. It is a very alarming thing.
When the first Plan is over and the Second Plan is going on aud
there is talk for the 'Third Plan and when the Minister has
invited us to take part in the discussion for the preparation of
this Plan, it is stated in the budget speech thus. ‘The rising
trend in industrial production seems to have been arrested in
1957. According to available figures production in 1958 was ower
than in 1957....... The year also marked acute shortage of inter-
na) resources for carrying out the various development program-
mes under the Plan™’. 1If that be the position then we cannot be
optimistic, we cannot stand on our own footing by seeing a sur-
plus budget. It appears clear that on the way of industrial deve-
lopment in this State there are many hindrances of which I
want to point out a few. I am very sorry ta say so, yet, I must
say that we have found that the Central Government’s attitude
towards our aspirations is not very helpful. Even on the ques-
tion of the Refinery tor Assam, there is a feeling of f'rust_rathn
and fear in the mind of the people about its ultimate location in
Assam and so far as our aspirations for a few multi- purpose river
valley projects are concerned, the Government of India’s attitude
is not very helpful. T am extremely sorry to contradict the
Minister of Major Industries on two points he said the other
day on the floor of this House that the Government of Bliuten
stood on the way of furiher progress on the river valley project
for Manos. In this respect, either the Minister has not followed
it up or he has been misinformed by some body. The point is
that the Government of Bhutan has given permission for survey
and collection of datas of the river coming from their territory to
Assam subject of course to certain minor conditions which can
be met by the Government of India. If the Government is
willing to go on with project, there will be no difficulty. Now,
if that multi-purpose river valley project comes into being not
only the districts of Goalpara and Kamrup will be benefited
but Mangaldoi also will derive benefit from it.

The Minister also said that so far as Kopili Valley is con-
cerned, not only that project is being completed but in :1(}(!1t_10ﬂ,
in Nowgong district something has been done for J"‘”'"nf‘.‘ ]rwl(':r
also. But. Sir, my information is that the Government ol india
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has practically abandoned the Kopili Valley Project and instead
they want to undertake a miniature project at Jamuna which
w.ll be much smaller than the originai Kopili Valley Project,

So far as Barak project is concerned, my information is that
the expert opinion is that the difficulties on its way are not in-
surmountable. So is the case of Bharali. 1f we want tremen-
dous progress in Assam in agricultural and industrial spheres
we can do so only through multi-purpose river valley projects
by supplying cheap electricity to our people.

I quite appreciate the sentiment of the Finance Minister
which he has expressed in paragraph 13 of pages 10 and 11 of
his speech. I appreciate that in cultured and polished mauner
he has expressed the sentiment of the people of Assam and I
also reciprocate the same. I am reading the same: —

“The failure to provide for a multi-purpose River Valley
Project in the State Plan has not only led to a great lack of power
but has also resulted in the complete absence of any large or
medium size Irrigation Project in the State during the P!an
period. The formation of Oil India Private Ltd., for extraction
of crude oil from the Assam Oilfield with the collaboration of
the Government of India aid Burmah Oil Company and Assam
Oil Company and the decision of the Government of India to
locate an Indian Oil Refinery Private Ltd., in Assam for proces-
sing the crude Oil can be described as the beginning of an
attempt at the industrial development of Assam. It is, how-
ever, unfortunate and regrettable that, notwithstanding the
visits of experts to survey various arcas in the Statc for the pur-
pose of selecting a site, little has been done till now to implement
the decision and to avail of the huge quantity of crude oil
awalting to be processed.”

Th's anxicty of the whole people is leading to a tense
Ztmqsphere and suspicion in the State that we are going to be
t c??ved of the promised Refinery. It is apprehended that in
bc(;:non%lrun Assam will get a toy refinery. They have not yet
site f;; f: to come to the dccision with regard to selection of the
the il tﬁ]cl refinery whether it will be at Silghat or near abqut
ga;m r el C!s Oor on the north bank of the Bra'hmaputra at Amin-
o ao U'timately jt should be nearer Baruni because they want
CrudeVC.ltwo Pipe lines to Baruni from Assam one with
Tl Ol and one with refine'! oil, if a refinery is established
avEtE E}m, $0 that there may be bye-products by which more

ues for other industries will appear in Baruni for the benefit
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of the people of Bihar. The bye-products should not be utilised
for the people of Assam but for the people of Bihar. When the
people of Assam agitated and this House demanded unanimots-
ly for a refinery in Assam, it was not a toy refinery or for simply
giving employment to a few hundred of people but it was expect-
ed that it would be the beginning of processing and there would
not only be petroleum or kerosene but many industries would
naturally take place, that transport would be developed and

along with it many other industries would have chance to
develop.

Now, if that purpose be defeated then there is a great
deal of difficulty for wus ahead. I should like to request
Government to convey this to the Centre. The drawing-
room democrats of distant lielhi must be made to listen to
the voice of the people of Assam, Otherwise Assam, if
discontented and restless, will be not an asset for India but a
liability. If Assam Government can firmly place this before
the Government of India, I think there will be an end to the
present hide and seek game and I may also say that so far as
the people of Assam are concerned, they will not allow a drop
of crude oil found in Assam to be carried away unless and
“until the refinery is installed in Assam and it will be a
difficult task for the Government of India to keep soldiers at

every five yards space. This should be made very clear to
the Government of India.

Now, at page 27 of his speech the Finance Minister was
quite clear about his opinion with regard to the question of
Power and I think I have nothing much to improve on it.
But one thing I can say is that lack of cheap power is a
stumbling block and this block must be removed, Then
there is also another difficulty. That difficulty is the lack of
indigenous capital. If there be not a certain amount of
capital formation in our country, then we shall be driven out
of the way. The othe: day the Industries Minister was pleased
to say that the Assamese people do not come forward to be
labourers and workers and so they cannot be cngaged and he
referred to a remark given by Mr. Harlalka at the time of
the inauguration ceremony of the “cycle factory’ and said
“we want to engage the local people but the difficulty with
us is that there is no local people™. Nobody‘comcs as aln‘
expert mechanic or even as a skilled or semi-skilled labourer
from the womb of his mother. He must get the L
Side by side with the development of industries, if there be
also scope for training, I do not understand why the raw
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elements from our society also may not be developed into
technicians and artisans. I understand, some eflort is made
at Dergaon in connection with the Co-operative Sugar Mill
and the result has been good. At the initial stage the price
of Assam’s sugar may bc a littde higher. Even then, I for
one do not mind it if after a year or two Wwe can stand on
our own legs. When crores are spent, even if a few lakhs
thereof be not very economically spent but if ultimately it helps
our pcople, I donot mind the investment and I shall not accuse
Government of wastage if it goes in that way. In other
States we find that there is always a unanimity among all
the political parties with regard to the employment of Jocal
labourers. We may raise a question that they are very
provincial and parochial. 1 for one shall like to be cztllf:d a
provincialist rather than a cosmopolitan. I stand for inter-
nationalism but not cosmopolitunism. My lntcrnatlonalasm
pre-supposes the existence and development of my Nation.
Minus my Nation there cannot be any internationalism,
Therefore, T am not onc who will invite industrialists simply
for the pleasure of seeing certain industries in our State. I
want the industries in my State so that the people may be
benefited, so that the younger generation may be employed
therein and for that purpose there must be more emphasis
on the State sector than on the private sector because so far
as the private sector isconcerned, Guvernment cannot control
it.  Just now my Friend, Shri Sangma said that. Butit really
pains me to hear that the psople of the Bholaganj area will
sufler and the border people will suffer when the ropeway is
removed. Yet he said Government cannot do anything becauss
it is a private concern. The horder peopleare suffering and
yet Government cannot do anything. Even without being a
socialist, like my revered Friend one would like someamount
of State interference when it is necessary for the interest of the
suffering humanity. Therefore, we shall have to look to that,
and there must be some avenues for training of the workers,

lar eMr' Ahmed was very frank when he said that quite a
ug S money had to be advanced for the defence

Eo?)&e Whm}} 18 a top priority matter but the money has
doubt e? received hack.. Defence is a top priority matter no
be re;l_jut all the money spent for the defence purpose must
e 15¢d from the Centre to last pie. Defence is really
As‘nssaf)}f bUt_ is that the concern only of the tax-payers of
aS"wn'}ll!W Is it not the concern of the tax-paycrs of Bombay
of K‘- ? If crores of rupces can be spent for the defence
ashmir, why attention must not be given for the defence
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of the borders of Assam ? So, I should like the Government
to make a strong representation to the Centre that to far as
guarding our frontiers is concerned, it is a charge of the
Centre. That is according to the Constitution also. The
Government of India must on its own foot their bill on
that count. Already there has been a good deal of expen-
diture for defence purposes from our poor budget. Then
we also find thit there has been an injustice done to Assam
under the Second Five Year Plan and this finds place at page 8
of the speech of the Finance Minister. Here the interesting
thing is, though painful, that while the State’s share is increa-
sing and the State has always been fulfilling its share, so far
as the Central share is concerned, it is decreasing. In
1956-57, the Clentral share ought to be 8:2 crores but they
failed to provide 2'5 crores. They had taken the share of
8:2 crores but paid only 5°7 crores. In 1957-58 the Centre had to
pay 8 crores but they paid only 6°1 crores, so at that time also
they defaulted by about 2 crores, In 1958-59 also they did not
pay their full share. This time of course we are expecting that
they would pay; let us see, what happens ? But there must be
stronger representation to the Centre that so far Assam 1S
concerned, it deserves sympathy. If after that is done, the
Central Government does not fulfil its own obligation then it
will be sheer injustice to Assam. We have heard from the
Finance Minister that he along with the Chief Minister
made representation before the Planning Clommission and the
quernment of India and therefore, there has been some
raising of our allocation from 11 (0 12:25 crores. But if we
Compare our position with some other States then we will
s¢¢ that our position is not satisfactory. Tor example,
Hyderabad. The original allocation of Hyderabad was only
51-10 crores but they could raise that to 68:50 crores by
arguing with the Centre. This we have seen in the latest
Hyderabad budget. If Hyderabad can raise from 51 and odd
Crores to 68, why we cannot also raise it particularly when
A.SSam is a frontier State and also a problem State at that ?
Sir, there is a feeling that our Government has not made any
strong representation to the Centre, Therefore, there should
be stronger representation in this connection. Unless and
Un_lil there is stronger representation to wuse a mild word, and
agitation to use our word-we shall not, generally speaking, get
things that we expect from the Clentre.

Now Sir, with regard to tea, I am really very glad thacg
the Finance Minister has very frankly and with an open miil
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posed this question and he has kept the matter open., I
personally also feel that so far as the tea industry is concerned,
we shall have to take a more realistic approach to this ques-
tion. There are certain uneconomic gardens which cannot
survive in gpite of much spoon feeding. We all know that
so far as this industry is concerned. the bulk of the profit ig
enjoyed not by this State but by the Central Government. We
do not grudge that, we want that India as a whole shoulq
grow and prosper. But so far this industry is concerned', we
are not getting the share that we ought to get and if| in
addition to that, the burden of thé uneconomic gardens fal]
on us, it would be too much for us to bear.. I am very
much concerned with the labourers involved and I do not
want that a single labourer should be unemployed. There
must be some provision for their employment. qu, havin
regard to that fact we shall have to see whether it will pe
advisable to close down some of these uneconomic gardens.
for one think that the time has come when we shall have {q
agree to closure of some of these gardens in order to be able
to utilise the land and the labour forsome other purposes,
We shall have to see whether we cannot utilise the land ang
the lahour involved for some other agricultural or horticy]-
tural purposes. It will be wrong to keep and feed the
uneconomic gardens all the time. I think our Trade Uniong
also shall have to play a more positive role in this matge,.
They shall have to shoulder the responsibility rather thy,
simply agitate and make cheap propaganda. So far as our
organisation is concerned, I can assure that we s_hall try oup
best to persuade the working class to take a national outlagk
Class outlook we are not going to give up. But as a clagg
also we are part of the Nation and our c_lass also cannot groy,
develop and rise to the stature, if the Nation as a whole remajy,
stunted. I hope that the Government will also take a more
realistic approach and there would be some inore thoug},
and discussion on the matter. I am very grateful to g
Finance Minister for posing this question as it is but it my
also be necessary to impress upon the Government of Ing;:
that since tea is one of the principal earners of foreign exchap 2
in India—as we have heard about this during the Questig,
Hour this morning also that the Government of India coyg
e Tty docertain things for ack o e R
exchange, get priority in the m gn
Now Sir, without going to the expenditure side, because
I think we shall have opportunity to discuss that aspect durin
demands for grants, I will only summarise in the words of

A
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the Finance Minister himself what the Budget has promised
for us. Now, at page 5 he said “A correct appraisal of the
current economic trend and situation is difficult”. I agree that
the Budget does not give any correct appraisal of the current
economic trend. Secondly, he said—“It is not possible to
embark upon big development projects”. The Budget does
not give us really any promise that we can embark upon any
big development project. Then at page 39 he said “We are
not likely to be left with sufficient resources for any sizeable
flihirddPlan ....oo..... »*  Then, ““It will be necessary to raise in
future additional resources by fresh taxation and by public
loans, etc.””. Then again, “We shall have to tap to the full
the small savings of the people’ and ““We shall have to tighten
our belt”. Sir, those who have got big bellies will be able to
tighten their belt, but T am afraid, so far as the emaciated
people of Assam are concerned, their bellies are already too
small to further tighten up (laughter). Therefore, with all
respect to the Finance Minister I can say that in spite of all
roches, lip-sticks, powder and cosmetics, with all pads and
other paraphernalia, he canuot give the lady who is at the
respectable side of forty, the glamour of twenties (laughter).
So, in spite of our Finance Minister placing before us an

apparently surplus Budget without any taxation, we anticipate
a very difficult future.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, we are really very grateful to the Finance
Minister for his bold Budget after long 20 years. He has given
a very vivid picture of the economic condition of our State
and also the development activities of the Government during
the Second Five-Year Plan including the various steps _ﬂ_lat
have been taken by the Government to ameliorate the condition
of the people of our State. We are glad to see that there 1s
no fresh taxation for the people of our State, who are reaH.Y
overburdened with taxes and as a matter of fact our State 1s
a very poor State and that is why at present the Finance
Minister did not find any scope for further taxation of the
people. The ecconomic condition of our people is not very
satisfactory as has been clearly mentioned by the Finance
Minister. There are wvarious reasons and circumstances fql:
which the Government is not in a position to make thmé
economic condition better. Sir, due to the shortage DIf f‘?"ts
during the last year, the people, specially our agrict tf;""’tshc
were very hard hit and due to high prices of food stu

< o meals
common people are not in a position to have their two t
This year, however, the food problem will be solved to a grea
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extent because of the good harvest of the last year and as a
result of this the price of rice and paddy is not going up, We
hope, Sir, in this year and also during the years to come our
Government will take special care to see that the agricultural
production of our State can be improved. Now, Sir, I would
like to point a few suggestions to the Government regardin
more food production of our State. The Department should
be very cautious to see that agricultural production _of our State
can be increased to a great extent. In order to increase the
food production, I beg to suggest the following important
factors that are to be taken into consideration. Supply of
adequate water. Itis duc to drought that our_agrlculturists
could not produce suflicient food last year, and this year if the A
Government do not take suflicient steps for supply of adequate
water food production will decrease. I would like to point ¢
the Agriculture Minister that Government have undertaken 4
reclamation projects in our State and among them Subap.
khata and Kaki Projects are practically failure due to the fact
that there is no regular supply of water. They have takep
another project at Ifolongoni where about 500 bighas of Jang
have already been reclaimed. But the project has not beep
able to attract the cultivators. A scheme for water supply waq
taken up by the E. & D. Department ; probably they sent a
scheme to the Government for approval. I do know what

is in the mind of the Government. If that project is not takey,

up immediately, I am afraid the whole project might be ,
railure.  We welcome the decision of the Gentral Governmen
regarding State Trading in food grain. In order to give effect

to that scheme the State Government have organised purchage

of food grains through the Co-operative Socicties and througl, |
some other agencies like dealers and millers who have beey,
given licences to purchase paddy. The target for procuremeng
as stated in the Budget speech of the Finance Mmlster is abg
20 lakhs maunds of paddy, but I am afraid whether e
Government will be in a position to fulfil that target as we hay,
seen Sir, due to the fixation of the price of rice and paddy
9ul_t}vators are not very willing to part with their paddy, g
1 15 doubtful if the dealers and millers will be in a position to
fulfil their contracts, I am afraid in certain districts even hajp
the quota has ne yet been purchased So I hope that Govery,.
ment will take special care to see that the target as fixed by
our Government for procurement i fulfilled. Then, Sjy
regarding improvement of agriculture I would like to suggest
that; organic manure is very essential and the Department of
Ag"lf}u]turc and Agricultural Officers shoulcl_ make propogandy
and induce our cultivators to use organic manure as far ag

o TEEEaR e T T
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possible. Regarding other manures, I mean chemical manures,
such as sulphate of amonia, etc., our cultivators are not
accustomed to these. In some places they. used sulphate of
amonia, but the result is not very encouraging. In certain
places, we have seen the yield of crops is not very good as it
ought to have been.

Thirdly, Sir, I would like to say a few words regarding
the rotation of crops. I know that the department is taking
all possible care to introduce the system of rotation of crops
in the villages and trying to induce the villagers to take to
rotation of crops. The process of rotation of crops is not
very successful in our State. Therefore, in order to induce
the people to this mecthod of cultivation I would like to sug-
gest to the Government that the small irrigation projects
which are very useful should be excavated or established so

that our cultivators can get regular water supply throughout
the year. .

Regarding Collective Farming, Sir, this subject was dis-
cussed on the floor of this House on several previous occa-
sions.  Co-operative collective farming is not very successful
in our State. We welcome the decision of the Nagpur Con-
gress Session where it has been decided that the land will go
to the Panchayats and through the Panchayats our people
should be induced to take to collective farming. We think,
Sir, that our people, our Agricultural Department as well as
other organisations will try their best to see that we can im-
prove our production through co-operative collective farming.

Now, Sir, regarding improvement of our cattle popula-
tion, our Finance Minister has dealt with this subject very
ably in his Budget Speech. We regret very much that last
year during the mid-season, our poor cultivators had to incur
heavy loss due to large-scale cattle mortality in our State.
We are now glad to learn that a Committee has been con-
stituted to go into the question of this large-scale cattle mor-
tality and we hope that our people will come forward to give
necessary evidence before that Committee so that the Com-
mittee may be successful in evaluating the actual loss incu-
rred by our cultivators and also in properly assessing the cause
or causes that contributed to the mortality of such huge
number of precious cattle in our State and suggest Ways and
means by which such a catastrophy to our cultivators may
be averted and checked in future,
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Now a few words about Community Projects. I am not
in a position to say how far the Community Projects in our
State has improved or have become successful. But we are
all glad to learn that one of the Gram Sevak of this State
has stood first and that he has been awarded a Motor cycle
by the Community Project Department of the Government
of India as he was considered to be the best Gram Sevak
in India. I hope that other Gram Sevaks of oug'.Statc will
follow his foot-steps and try to improve the condition of peo-
ple through these Community Projects.

Hon. the Finance Minister has dealt with the Commu-
nity Preject, the Panchayats and the Local Boards in his
Budget Speech. So I do not like to dwell upon these matters
any further. All that I want to say 15 _that we appeal to our
people to be responsible citizens of India. They should knaw
that every man has a duty to the State. They are now given
vast powers through these Panchayats as envisaged under the
Assam Panchayat Bill nowunder the legislative anvil. We
should realise that responsibility has corresponding obligation,
and let us all try and hope to rise equal to the new and
increasing responsibility and obligatin sought to be imposed
on us by these new powers as cnv1sagc‘d under t_he Pancha-
yat Bill. As regards the Local Boaltrd T do not like to say
much as they are going to be abolished soon. We are, how-
ever, glad to learn that the Local Board Dispensaries will be
taken over by the State from the next financial year. I would
like to point out regarding the mismanagement of the Muni-
cipal Boards. Due to increase in population, these I_\/Iumci_
palities are finding it increasingly difficult to cope with  the
growing demand for water supply, sanitary arrangements and
housing. So I would request Government fo sce that they
give adequate help to the Municipalitics to remove the diffi.
culties of the PEOPIG. We are also glad to learn t_hat the

overnment is going to appoint Executive Officers in  some
‘unicipalities. We hope as a result of this Municipal admi-
nistration will now improve.

f Regarding Education, Sir, I have :cen from the Budget
};)r the year 1959.60 that many posts of new officers have

€en created, such as the Additional Director, some more
Bspectors and some Assistant Directors. But I would like to
Mpress upon the Government that they should see that some
more posts of Sub-Inspectors and Assistant  Sub-Inspectors
;\;e also created. Because we have seen that some schools

Main uninspected all throughout the year. The other day

R,




1950] GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET 913

the Forest Minister was pleased to say on the floor of this
House that there are many Lower Primary and Middle Eng-
lish Schools under the Forest Department. There is also one
High English School under this Department. But =jant
afraid Sir, these schools, situated as they are in the interior
most backward areas, are not visited regularly by any inspect-
ing officer. We all know how difficult it is to get access
these areas duc to lack of all sorts of communications. So
would request the Government to see that some more inspect-
ing officers of the categories of Sub-Inspectors and Assistant
Sub-Inspectors are appointed so that the schools may be Pro-
perly and regularly inspected and appropiiate guidance given
to the teachers.

Regarding Basic Education, Sir, T would like to point
out that the existing Basic Schools in ihe villages are ouly 11
name. Some instruments have been given to some of these
schools, but due to the absence of proper advice and guidance,
these instruments remain idle and unused. So I would request
Government that they should take some more active inte-
rest in the Basic Schools and try to see that the schemes
diawn up by the Government for these schools are ProperlY
implemented and the instruments given to them are TCgUIa.ﬂy
utilised so that our students can get the type of education
which these schools are expected to give,

Regarding the teachers of Aided Schools and Aided Colleges,
I am glad to learn that they are taking all possible steps 1O
improve their lot and yet there are many demands from the
teachers of the Aided Schools and Colleges, We hope, Sil:
that their demand would be met as far as practicable so that
there may not remain any distinction between the teachers 0
private schools and Government schools,

; Now I should like to speak a few words regarding health
in the State. Due to increased population not only in OUul
State but throughout India we are really in a dilema how to
meet our food requirement. It is a vexed problem. I am
glad to learn from the budget speech of the Finance Minister
that regarding family planning Government is taking some
measures. At present 34 family clinics have been stat.'ted a{ld
14 more are going to be opened soon. Butl am afraid, SIr,
that only by starting these clinics we will not be able to con=
trol the increase of population of our State. What T per
sonally feel is that some propaganda officers specially irom
ladies should be appointed to give education OR this line in
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the villages. Therefore, I would request the Minister in-charge
to see that more attention is given in this respect. In a con-
ference in Delhi it was stated by a scientist that the popula-
tion of India was increasing by about a crore every year and
at the same time the death rate was small. So, if there was
no plan for control of population then this problem would be
more acute. In view of this, Sir, I hope that our Health
Department will take up this matter more earnestly and since-
rely and try to educate the people on the line.

Regarding leprosy I would like to say that such cases are
daily increasing. I ormerly this leprosy discase confined itself
in the hills areas only, but now-a-days it has spread in the
plains areas also. It has come to my knowledge that. i_n the Cho-
tiani village of Morongi mouza there are :c.cvcra-l f ai'l'i'l]lCS who are
suflfering from leprosy and they carry their babies with them and
sleep in the same house and in the same bed, I hope that the
Department concerned will be more alert in this regard.

As regards land reforms I would like to say that though
the Government has gone much ahead in bringing some sort
of legislations nothing as yet could be done in practice so far,
So, Sir, I should like to point out to the Revenue Minister tq
see that steps should be taken without any more delay {o jm.
plement the land reform measures that have already been takep

up by the Government.

We are very glad that some of our friends from the hillg
have joined with us and also joined in the Cabinet.  We hope
that in order to make our State more prosperous and progres.
sive our friends who are not with us will also come and join
with us and they should also think that we all belong to the
same family no matter whether we live in the plains or i
the hills,

I would like to speak a few words regarding tea industry
I endorse the views expressed by Mr. Bhattacharyya in thig
respect and would like to point out that when our tea industry
Pays about 2 crores of rupees every year to West Bengal in
shape of some cess I think we can bring this amount to our
cofler if we can establish a tea market in Assam-either at Gau-
hati or some other important centre. 1 hope Assam Govern-
ment will examine this matter and have a discussion with our
Plgnters who would I am sure come forward with all sorts of

P.
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As regards the Co-operative Sugar Mill that has been esta-
blished at Dergaon Ishould like to say that the fund at the
disposal of this concern is very poor and thatis why they are
not in a position to bring the raw materials from the interior
of the villages and to meet the requirements of the staff. I
hope our Government will try to give this mill as much belp as
practicable so that this mill can prosper within a short time.

Lastly, Sir, I would like to say a few words regarding the
oil refinery. When I met Malavyaji at Nagpur during the
last Congress Session he informed me that our people were not
united in regard to the location of the refinery as very many
telegrams were sent to him by different parties demanding the
location of the refinery at their localities. He regretted : for
this mentality of our people. It is my idea that wherever it is
located-—either at Gauhati or Silghat or elsewhere-it must be
in Assam. I therefore appeal to all the people of our State,
to give up all differences and see that the refinery is located
anywhere in Assam.

With these observations, Sir, I congratulate the Finance
Minister for his balanced budget that has been placed before
this House.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon’ble Finance Minister for
the speech he has delivered in this House. The hon’ble
Finance Minister, Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, was. the
Finance Minister of this State 20 years ago. At that time the
Country was not independent. The difficultieshe had to face
during that period were not the same as he has to face to-day.
We are happy that we could have him as Finance Minister of
this State atter maturity of his ideas and after he has added 20
years of experience in him. Therefore, we have the firbu.
believe that under his able guidance the State of Assam will
prosper and will be an ideal State in the Indian Union.

Sir, the hon'ble Finance Minister has touched on almost
all the burning problems of the State in his speech. H¢ hasi
referred to the economic difficulties of the State, the }_u'_gh C_OS# }
of living and the communication and other difficulties. He
has rightly peinted out the decrease in the export of tea. The .
decrease in the export of tea not only affects the State of Assa.m.
but the India as a whole, because the tea industry is out ‘rﬁ?"ﬁ
foreign exchange earner, Therefore, Sir, I think it 15 f1g :
time to give importance to the matter and see that there 1s no



9216 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [13TE MAR.

any more decrease in the export of tea. If I am correct the
tax levied by the Bengal Government on Assam tea amounts
to Rs.2 crores. The Bengal Government gets the opportunity
to impose this tax because the head offices of many of the tea
companies are located within that State. But as the planta-
tions are mostly in Assam, my opinion is that the Bengal Goy-
ernment shou'd exempt Assam tea from taxation, so that there
may not be any decrease in export. This decrease, as I have
already said, will not only tell upon the economy of Assam but
also of the whole of India.

Sir, the Finance Minister has rightly referred te the rural
unemployment problem in the State. As you know, Sir, the
people of this State finds difficulties in getting employment in
different avenues, such as the Government of India offices as
well as in different industries. We have always secn that a
large number of casual workers are imported fr9rp outside the
State. The speech of the hon’ble Finance Minister indicateg
that in the tea gardens of Assam alone there are more than
66,000 unemployed workers. If thesc workers are properly cana-
lised to work here and there and other industries, I thinkimport
of casual workers can be reduced and we can solve the pro-
blem to a great extent. I am pointing this out not because
I dislike workers who have come from outside, but because the
import of these workers will also put a heavy burden on oyy
food situation. Moreover, Sir, we cannot send our unemployeq
workers to other States to earn their livchhqod. ‘Thereipre,
Sir, it is my suggestion that our Government will give serious
thought to this problem of rural unemployment and the unem-
Ployment of workers in the tea gardens of Assam. As some of
the hon. Members of this House pointed out, the unemploy-
ment conditicn in some of the tea gardens, especially in  the
district of Cachar, is very acute. If proper sqhemes are made
and these workers are properly utilised in different industries
In Assam I think we can solve this problem to a great extent.

3 Sir, while referring to high prices of commodities that ape
imported to the Stat% E)f A%S&El, the Finance Minister wag
Pleased to refer to transport difficulties. It is a fact that the
ransport bottleneck is the greatest handicap to our progress,
€ Link Line is not reliable and our State has to suffer often
J€ 10 its dislocation. Therefore, Sir, I would suggest that our
overnment should urge upon the Government of India to
Strength.en this Link Line, and, if possible, to construct an
alternative line. About communications I would like to say
at In many parts of the State of Assam, we need improved
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communications. As we have discussed yesterday on a Private
Member’s resolution, there is urgent need to extend railway
lines to different parts of Assam. For example, we want a rail-
way line upto Murkongselek via North Lakhimpur. Another
railway line is required to Garo Hills’ coal-bearing areas, Then
Sir, we need improvement of railway lines which are in exis-
tence. For example, the Branch lines are in a deplorable con-
dition, as I have said yesterday the Hills section of the Railway
need improvement.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is 11-30. The hon. Member will

resume his speech to-morrow.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Satur-
day, the 14th March, 1959.

R. N. BARUA,
Shillong, Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam.
The 2nd September, 1960.
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