


Proceedings of the Fifth Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 a.m. on Monday, the 16th March, 1959.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker in the
Chair, eight Ministers, four Deputy Ministers and Seventy-
three Members.

QUESTIONS AND AN SWERS

STAKRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Embankments of Pagladiya river

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) asked : :
")‘21- Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Flood Control) be pleased to state— 5,
(a) Whether it is a fact that some very weak points
of marginal embankments of Pagladiya rﬁver
continue to remain unattended for the last three
e 1 ble points
(b) Whether it is a fact that these vulnera ]%)h BLs
at Katra, Dhantola, Balilecha, Bhadra, plad
gog, Dingdingi and Bala were verbally advise
to be improved when the area was visited on;;e
by the Chief Engineer, Flood Qontrol with the
Reviewing Committee and again when the same
was visited by the Deputy Commissioner,
Kamrup in connection with the determination

of compensation ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that fund is neclfssar¥ fm%
improvement of marginal embankment 0
Pagladiya ? :

(d) 1If so, why the dangerous portions havepnot been
improved during the last three years !
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(¢) Whether Government are aware of the public
feeling that the loss of two human lives at Bala
during 1957 were due to the negligence of the
officers of the department in this respect ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister,
P. W. D. (Flood Control)] replied :
21. (a)—No.

(b)—The whole length of embankments on both banks
of the Pagladiya river from Kehura to Bijlighat has been
improved by way of raising and strengthening the embankments
during early part of the last financial year. :

(¢)—Necessary funds have already been sanctioned last
year.

(d)—In view of reply at () above, this does not arise
As regards (¢) the Answer is as follows :—

(¢) Two human lives were washed away by floods of
Pagladiya due to breach in the embankment. This b_reach was
caused as a result of a cut made by the miscreants in the ring
bund constructed near Balilecha. However, it may be added
as a general proposition that human ingenuity hasnot yet
been able to make embankments absolutely safe from breaches
by high floods and to avoid loss of life and property resultant
from such breaches.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): As regards (¢), Sir, may I know whether any enquiry
was made about the Joss of two lives and who were the
miscreants ?

M. MOINUL ~ UDHURY : An enquiry was

madeand it was gﬁr%UEh(;fI gme mi:creants had cut the

aeglpal.lkm?nt at night as a result of which water entered the

act?{ 1 This flooq resultedjin the death of two persons. The
al miscreants could not be detected.

_ Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: As re-
garqs (b) , Sir, may I know the date of inspection by the
Reviewing Committee said to have been set up for the purpose
and the opinion given by this Committee ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I cannot give
the date off hand. If the hon. Member wants to know the
date of visit of the Reviewing Committee then he will have to
Put a separate question.

e T ——— -
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= S}‘u-i PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
ast) : I want to know, Sir, whether any compensation is going
tobe paid for constructing the breaches of the embankment ?

M. MOINUI. HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister
P.W.D. (Flood Control)]: We will pay. e

Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup at Barjar Aerodrome
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

*#22. 'Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that the Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup remains always busy 1n
receiving and attending Ministers,  high
officials, ttc., at the Aerodrome at Barjar, resul-
ting in a serious loss of office work assigned to
him as Deputy Commissioner ?

(b) Ifso; why ?

(¢) For how many times, he had to attend Barjar
Aerodrome during the whole year of 1958 ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance

for Chief Minister) replied :

fact that Deputy Commissioner,
ceiv-

22. (a) & (b)—It is a y Com:
Kamrup has to spend a considerable part of his tme 1t receiv
ing and attending Union Ministers and high dignitaries T hl?
has to be done as this is part of his duty as the head of the loca
administration and work of this naturc is to be _dcn}e 'by every
Deputy Commissioner. The visits of high dignitari€s being
very frequent at Gauhati, it has been decided to place a second
Additional District Magistrate at Gauhati to assist the Deputy
Commissioner and the officer is due to join soon.

(¢)—173 times.
_ Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY : ‘Why
instead of a second Additional District Magistrate a Receptionist
or Reception Officer has not been created ?

_Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ¢ It is because,
besides receiving and attending to Union Ministers and high
d1g11i:tarles, he will have to attend to magisterlal and other
WOrKks.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Town Committees and Municipalities in Assam

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:

59. Will the Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government

be pleased to state— o
(a) How many Town Committees and Municipalities

are there in Assam ?
(b) What are their names ?

(¢) What are their respective income according to last
estimates ?

(d) What is the population served by each of these

bodies ? : t
(¢} How many more Town Committees Governmen

now propose to establish ?

(f) What are their names ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,

L.S.-SGQ.) (replied: ' 417 Municipal
Boards: @)—Fourteen Town Committees an 1 unicipa
placed on(bt)}’le(%ilfsjagd)t_}ﬁ Stat[e{)rllg;lste sgeigi Ir:ﬁ):ggy lll{lcfzgli.;?;u%%.éf
69( a)] Yy table.

Committe(gg ft? t(h£ %&g&?ﬁ;sgllacggr arzofgflgilogongfdefZﬁ& “g}

overnment.
Name of the proposed Name of district
Town Committees
Lanka, Dhlng, Lumding ... g ... Nowgong.

Dhakuakhana, Bihupuria, Tinali, Digboi, Lakhimpur.
Panitola, Chabua, Naharkatiya.

Amguri, Mariani, Sonari, Titabar, Moran, Sibsagar,
Dergaon.
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Tangla, Rangapara, Kharupetia, Darrang.
Chariali.

Pathsala, Sorbhog, Barpeta Road ... Kamrup.

Lakhipur, Lala Town e s Gachar:

Abhayapuri, Bongaigaon, Bilasipara ... Goalpara.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): May I
!mow whether Government is considering the demrab;hty_ of
including Moran also in the list of the proposal for constituting
a Town Committee ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister
L.S.-G.): In this respect there are some difficulties as Moran
is lying between two subdivisions-Sibsagar and Dibrugarh.
However, enquiry have been made in this connection and report
1s awaited.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (N_albari
se to include

Hajo also for constituting a Town Committee ?
Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : Enquiry will be
made, provided there are petitions to this effect.

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon)?:
Government constitute a Town Committee at Dergaon !

Will

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: It is already in the

list.

TH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
it is stated here that the
table. But 1 could-not
Speaker till his arrival.

~ Shri DEVENDRA NA
Sir, in the Answer (b), (¢) and (d)
information is placed on the Library
find the information on the table of the

Myr. SPEAKER: 1 will look into this.
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): Sir, is

it a fact that some cases for constituting Town Committee are
pending for more than 3 years ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Yes, Sir.
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Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): As
Laluk in North Lakhimpur Subdivision is already a town, do
Government consider desirability of establishing a Town
Committee there ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Deputy Minister,
L.S.-G.): If such a proposal comes Government will consider it.

Shri CHATRASING TERON |Mikir Hills-West (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: Does the reply to () refer
to town committees of Autonomous Districts ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: No.
Gabardhana Rindan Samabai Samity
DR. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked :

60. Will the Minister, Co-operative be pleased to refer to
replies to Unstarred Question No.183 (a) to (h) asked by
Shri Birendra Kumar Das, m.L.A., on the 30th August, 1958 on
the subject of Rindan Samabai Samity at Kalpani Bazar and
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a mepting was held on
22nd July, 1958 at Kalpani Bazar to organise
a Rindan Samabai Samity and the meeting
decided to organise that samity under the name
and style of «(3abardhana Rindan _Samabal
Samity with its headquarter at Kalpani Bazar
and if g0 who was the person who presided

over that meeting ?

(b)) What were the circumstances which forced
Shri Akshoy Kumar Das, Fx-M.L.A., to complain
about the organisation to the Government.

(¢) What were the contents of his letter to _the.Govern-
ment complaining about that organisation ?

(d) Whether Government will be pleased to lay a
copy of that letter on the table of the House ?

(¢) Whether Deputy Co-operative Officer, Barpeta
Road, Local M. L. A., Project Executive Officer
Gobardhana N. E. S. Block were present in
that meeting ?
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-
operation) replied :

60. (a)—VYes. Shri Ghanashyam Talukdar, M. L. A.,
presided over the meeting.

(b)—Nothing more is known to Government beyond
the contents of the note purported to have been written by
Shri A. K. Das, copy of which is placed on the Library table.
(Please see Library Register No.S.70).

(¢) & (d)—A copy is placed on the Library table.
(Please see Library Register No.S.70).
(e) ~-Yes.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta): Answer tO (e) is ‘Yes’.
My supplementary is when these officers were present, namely
the Deputy Co-operative Officer, Project Executive Officer,
N. E. S. Block and also the Local M.L.A., who authorised
Sri A, K. Das to write this letter complaining about the
organization ?

Mr. SPEAKER : How can Government know who
authorised him ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minis(tierf
Co-operation) : It is not a question of authorising anybody ;
this is an inherent right of every citizen.

i he letter it is
Dr. SRIHARI DAS: In the last line of t
written “It has been so proposed at the instance of the

opposition M.L.A.”>. So whatis the harm ?

. in
Mr. SPEAKER: Any citizen has a right tg tco;llglaﬁe
against any administrative work of the Go'vemiglhcl-lrent T
does not need anybody’s sanction. I . x
granted by the Constitution of India.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Answer
to (e) is ‘Yes’. Whether any report was called fro
Deputy Co-operative Officer ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Sir, may [ clarify the whole
position ?

“A society with the mname of the Gobtgrdlllatga lI)v(Iaauia
Rindan Samabaya Society Litd., was Orgamseclgg,g }?uly
Co-operative Officer, Barpeta Road on 22nd July and he
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forwarded the papers on 3lst july 1958 to Assistant  Regis-
trar of Co-operative Societies, Gauhati. In his forwarding
note, the Officer meationed about controversies amongst the
people in the matter of fixing the headquarters of the Society.
The people from the area centering Kalpani Bazar wanted the
headquarters at Kalpani Bazar and the others wantedit at
Gobordhana. Kalapani is at a distance of 8 miles from
Barpeta Road and Gobordhana is in between Kalpan and
Barpeta Road. The majority present in the meeting supported
the proposal for the headquarters at Kalpani Bazar and Shri
G. Talukder, m.L.a. who was the President of the meeting

supported the majority.

A telegram from the Secretary, Barpeta District Congress

was received by the Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Socie-
ties, Gauhati on 5th August 1958. The telegram ran as
“Registration of proposed Large Scale Credit Soc;cgr at
Kalpani centering Gobordhana Mauza should be stayed at

present. Meeting you shortly.”

Another application signed by some promlr}ent persons f'ronc'i
Govordhana opposing the formation of the Society was receve
by the Assistant Registrar of Co-operative SOCIELEs.

The Registrar of (lo-operative Societies, Assam 10 his
telegram, dated 9th August 1958 asked the Assistant Registrar
of Go-operative Societies to stay registration of the Society on

receipt of similar objections.

The Deput : fioe then asked by Assis-
: y Co-operative Oflicer was
tant Registrar to comep {f,l Gauhati on 16th August and was
consulted by the Assistant Registrar. The Organisation papers

were returned formally to the Deputy Coo-operative Officer on
22nd August 1958 poiiting out thP:i major defect that when the
Inaugural General

Bye-laws provided for only 7 members, the

sueef}n_g consisted thc Committee with 11 members and also
thggh;ggg reorganisation of the society with ngordélan_a_as
The Dﬁp?xL:arters or el.‘gc to organise two Large’ le(zic ocieties.
& Y Co-operative Officer was further asked to contact
e coisile leading persons of the locality and the Project
Executive Officer and proceed with the work in such manner

as may be convenient to all.

A public meeting was held on 11th October 1958 in the
Govordhana Middle English School which decided that in place
of one Society for the whole Mauza, there should be 3 societies
and elected a 9 member Committee to decide how the 46
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villages in the Mauza will be dividec
b uz ided amongst these 3 societies.
'c]l:'hf: Committee divided the villages accordirglgly ;ilcd {Si?cglctl:tﬁlsc
ates on which each of the society would be organised.

The two societies one at Gobordhana an
s f d th
]g;lzaslrparal(lilave since been formed but the Society :.t Og]:{paig
el 6i:ouf h_not be formed by the Deputy Co-operative Officer
= p bo is best efforts due to epposition from some people.
may e mentioned here that the Reserve Bank of India have
pﬁ‘cscubed that the area of operation of large size society
should be confined within a2 radious of 3 to 5 miles and the
Assistant Registrar had no other alternatives but to refuse
registration to the society organised for the whole Mauza
consisting of 64 villages and with villages at a distance of 8 to
10 miles from the Headquarters of the Society.

Building of the Chakchaka Middle Vernacular
Schools

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:

61. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased

to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware of the tottering
conditions of the buildings of the Chakchaka

Middle Vernacular Schools ?

at the Deputy Minister,
School personally
nditions of the

(b) Whether it is a fact th
Education lately visited the
and saw for himself the hopeless co

School ?

(¢) If so, why no provision has been made to improve
the conditions of the buildings of the said

School ?

(d) Why no furniture have been pr’ovidcd to the
newly constructed rooms of the School and addi-
tional teachers provided in spite of represen-
tations to the Deputy Minister, Education ?

(¢) Whether the provisions as stated above will be

made now ?

(f) If so, when ?



238 QUESTIONS [16TH Mar,,

Shri DEBESWAR SARMA (Minister, Education)
replied:

61. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(c) to (f)—As the proposals were received towards the
end of the current financial year, no action for provision —of
funds could be taken during current year. Necessary action
will be taken early next financial year.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbh_og):
Whether Government know that Chakchaka is the best Middle
Vernacular School in Assam ?

Mr. SPEAKER : It is a matter of opinion.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tiom): Results of the school are good.

" Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR: If the results are
good, why are the buildings tottering ?

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS: They arec not tottering
because they can be used for three to four years more. It is
a Government school and the Public Works Department will
have to make the plan and estimate. So it will take some time
to construct the buildings.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR: In reply to (q
to (f) itisstated : ‘“As the proposals were received towards
0 € end of the current financial year, no action for provision of
unds could be taken”. May I know what was the last date for

submission . ; v h : Y
of sion 1n the next year’s
udget ? proposals for inclu y

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS: Sometime before the pre-
paration of the Budget.

d Mr. SPEAKER: He wants to know the approximate
ate,

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS: Bcfore 31st October.
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Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): May
I %Sk. Goyernment what is the criterion by which the Deputy
Minister justifies grant to a school, result or enrolment ?

. Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) : Sufficient number of students are securing scholarship
from the school ; at the same time the percentage of passing is
also good.

Mechajan Middle English School, Dopdar Mauza,
Sibsagar Subdivision

. dShri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked :

62. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Mechajan Middle E_r;gl.ish
School, Dopdar Mauza, Sibsagar Subdivision
which was recognised on 1st February, 1958 has

not yet received any recurring or non-recurtiig

grant from the Government 2

(6) Whether Government is aware of thff: good resplt
of this School in the last Middle English
School Leaving Certificate Examination ?

(¢) Whether Government will be pleased to sar;ction
grant to the said school at an early date ¢

Shri DERESWAR SARMA (Minister, Education)
replied:
62. (a)—Yes.

(b)—As the School was recognised in February, 1958
the students did not appear as regular candidates 1n the last
Middle English School Leaving Certificate Examination, 2.¢., 13
1957. They might have appeared as private candidates anf
as such Government have no information about the results ©
this School.

(¢)—Recurring grant will be sanctioned to this _Schqgl
when it becomes eligible under the conditions of grant-m-aid,
Particulars have not been received from the school for the
purpose,
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Shri TANKESWAR CHETIA (Nazira): Is it a fact
that the local Member, Legislative Assembly submitted a
representation to the Deputy Minister, Education with all
necessary information only a few days ago ?

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion): I am not definite about it. We may have asked the
Inspector of Schools for a report, but we have not received the

report as yet.

Complaint of Shri Dinoo Sabar of Lasz!.h Rajgarh B?sty
Silakuti Mauza against Shri Bala Kurmi under Section
366 I. P. C.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)

asked: )
63. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether it is a fact that Sri Dinoo Sabar of Lak-
wah Rajgarh Basty, Silakutl Mauza, under
Muthapur Police Out-post, S}bsagalr subdivi-
sion, lodged a formal complaint (Ejahar) ufs
366 1.P.C. on 30th January, 1959 to the Mo-
thurapur Out-post through the General Mana-
ger, Lakwah Tea ZEstate, against Shri Bala
Kurmi, S/O Shri Baburam Kurmi of Lakwah
Tea Estate, but the Ejahar was not accepted

by the said Out-post ?
(6) Whether u/s 366 I,P.C. is cognizable ?
(c) Why the Ejahar was not accepted ?
(d) Whether it is a fact that subsequently when the
police of the said Out-post arrested Sri Bala Kur-
mi, the bail was granted by the police at the spot?
Shri \ : e
Tepliedl:'l BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
63. (a)—No.
(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise in view of reply to (a) above.

. (d)—Bala Kurmi was never arrested by Police. So the
question of granting bail at the spot does not arise,
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[ Flood at Tihu

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

64. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue Department be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware of the latest flood
that occurred at Tihu ?

(b) Whether itis a fact that the flood has damaged
paddy to the extent of 6260 highas of land
approximately and that the damage is to the
extent of Rs.3,13,000 approximately ?

(¢) Ifso, what measures Government have taken to
give relief to the affected people ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

64. (a)—Yes. The latest flood occurred in the early part
of October, 1958.

(8)—The flood damaged standing paddy crop over an
area of about 6000 bighas and the damage is estimated a
about Rs.3,10,000.

P . S T TR RERRNNNN, TY AN TREh=———
v ————————

(¢)—The distress caused by this October ‘ﬂo?d Clllflls ggf
: call for any gratuitous relief ; but necessary enqullllyAsO;m L%.n d
sion or remission of revenue as provided under the ASs

g Revenue Manual is being carried on.
’ Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: May I know Wxieﬁl d[:g
4 enquiry for suspension or remission of revenuc
1 completed ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS : The date cannot be given.
When it is complete, it will be completed (laughter).
%

Mr. SPEAKER: He wanted to know the approximate
time.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: It is not possible to give that,
Sir,
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Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)| : Will it be completed
within this year ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Yes, Sir.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: May I know whether
any test relief will be given to the flood-affected people ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: The flood has long passed.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Is it
not a fact that relief is required after the flood and not
before ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Test relief relates to long-term
relief, but gratuitous relief is given just after the flood.

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hl]..lS-"vVeS.t
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: The answer to {¢) is
that ‘‘necessary enquiry” is being carried on. The enquiry
should relate either to the extent of damage or the amount of
loss involved. When both these factors are known, what other
enquiry is necessary ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: A procedurcis laid down by
the Revenue Manual regarding remission of revenue. An
enquiry about the extent of damage to the paddy is to be made
individually. So, that enquiry is being made according to the
provisions of the Manual.

Shri CHATRASING TERON: It has already been
replied that damage was caused to about 6,000 bighas of paddy
land and the amount involved was about Rs.3,10,000. Then
what further enquiry is necessary ? -

Shri HARES AS: Enquiry is necessary if
remission of land rgﬁe Dis 1o be griven. Each individual

a > ; -
Pattadar’s case is to bhe examined.

Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon): In view of the
fact that the damage wus to th(e extent of about Rs.3,10,000,
Will Government consider about granting gratuitous relief” to
the affected people ?

. Shri HARESWAR DAS: No gratuitous relief was con-
Sidered necessary. ‘

.
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Starvation of the people of the Subankhata Reclamation
Area

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

65. Will the Minister for Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the people of the Suban-
khata reclamation area are starving ?

(b) If so, what measures Government have taken to
supply them and other relief ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
65. (a)—No.

(b)—Three Fair Price Shops were functioning in the
reclamation area till harvest. In the meantime, realisation of
premium for the land settled with the people has been stayed.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: Considering the
poverty of the people, will Government give them remission of
land revenue in the Subankhata reclamation area ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Realisation of premium has
been stayed. : :

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: Whether remission of
premium will be given ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: No, Sir.
Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: Why not ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS: Because people may pay it.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morengi): Sir, the
answer to this question is not very clear to me. The questlon. v.lras
“whether it is a fact that the people of the Subfl’nkhafl:la rCCtla—-
mation area are starving ?’ The reply is “No’. jt_" en ]1e
question was ‘‘if so, what measures Gove1~z_1ment_havc] o ;u&p y
them, “etc.””.  The ‘reply tis *<“Threesfair pr{ce s 10pI elre
functioning in the reclamation area till halvfft- n the
meantime, realisation of premium has been SEAV G ey s =0 a
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Mr. SPEAKER: Evidently there are shades of

starvation !

~ Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Starva-
tion and scarcity are two totally different things. There was no J
starvation, but there was scarcity.

Mr. SPEAKER : One leads to the other.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : So, we arc taking steps that
one may not lead to the other. ;

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Re-

Flood Protection Committee at Tihu J
served for Scheduled Tribes)] asked : N

66. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenuc Department be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a F looq Progection Com-
mittee has been formed at Tihu with the local

Sub-Deputy Collector ?

(b) If so, whether it is at the initiative of the Govern-
ment ?

(¢) Whether the suggestion of that committee is con-
sidered by the Government ?

(d) Whether the Ilocal flood committee mentioned
above submitted any reports ?

s of that committee to

— -/.'

(¢) Ifso, what are the suggestion
check floods ?

(f) What steps have been taken by Government to
give effect to the suggestions of the flood pro-

tection committee ?

e -
T R —

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
66. (a)—No.
(&) to (f)—Do not arise.

T R e e s

T ——— S
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South Kamrup Vidyapith at Tiniali and Barihat High
English School

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked:

67. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(2) Whether he is aware of the existence of the South
Kamrup Vidyapith at Tiniali and Barihat High
English School ?

(b)) When these Schools were started ? What is the
number of students in each of these Schools and
the number of successful matric students for the
last three years from these institutions ?

{(¢) Whether any grant-in-aid have been sanctioned for
these institutions and if not, why not ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Education)
replied :

67. (¢'—Yes. 1. Dakhin Kamrup Vidyapith at Tiniali and
2. Auranga Barihat High School.

(b)—In 1954.

Number of students:—

In (1) 245.
In (2) 220.
Number of successful Matric students.
1956 1957 1958
In (1) 1 3 2
In (2) 2 1 5

(¢)—No. So long the Schools were un-recognised .
They have been granted provisional recognition for one lg’ea.r
with effect from lst January 1958. Particulars have n(ﬂ: een
received from these Schools for sanction of grant under the new
conditions of Grant-in-aid.
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Invitees from the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills
District to attend the Republic Day

celebrations at Delhi

U JORMANIK SIiM [Nongpoh (Reserved for

Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

68.(a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Areas be
pleased to state who were the invitces from the United Khasi-
Jaintia Hills District, to attend the Republic Day celebra-
tion at Delhi in 1956 ? :

() Whether full fares were paid to all of them ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
(d) How far it is correct that full fares have not been N

paid to one invitee ?
(e) If so, the reasons for such discrimination ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas) replied:
68.(a)—Shri J. Tariang ;

Shri A. Alley ; and

Shri K. Rymbai.
(6)—Yes.

(¢)to(e)—Do not arise. |
U JOR MANIK SIEM: Sir, it scems that there is a
f the mistake is mine,

[IJr 1?ting mistake in this question. 1l I
fs all submit fresh questions. But if it is a mistake on the part
of the office, this may please be enquired 1into.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, what is that mistake ? |

..U JORMANIK SIEM: It should be €1957” and not
1956°". But if the Minister is prepared to reoly I can make

it “ 1957 now.

O e o T
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tribal
Areas): According to the copy I received it is 1956.

Mr. SPEAKER : I don’t think he can reply if it is
changed now. If the mistake is in my office I shall look
mto it.

U JORMANIK SIEM [Nongpoh (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: If it turns ocut to be my mistake I shall
Tevise my questions.

Functions and duties of the Land Settlement
Advisory Boards

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) asked:

69. Will the Ministef-in—charge of Revenue be pleased to
state—

(a) What are the powers, functions and duties of the
Land Settlement Advisory Boards ?

(b) What are the principles underlying constitution of
the Boards ?

(¢) What are the rules and regulations in regard to
these Boards ?

(d) Whether Government will be pleased to lay on
the table a copy of these rules ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

69. (a)—The Land Settlement Advisory Committees as the
very name connotes are advisory bodies. Their advice 18
sought by the local officers on the following matters:—

(z) Reservation and dereservation of Grazing land.

(i2) Settlement of waste land in towns.

n villages on the co-
sufferers.

(ii7) Settlement of waste land in Vi
operative and collective basis, or with political



993 QUESTIONS [1671 Maw,,
{v) Planned settlement in general.

(v){1) Solution of the problem of rehabilitation of
landless people, flood and erosion affected people, people with
no economic holdings and political sufferers. — They are also
to advise the Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers
on acquisition and requisition of land for rehabilitation of the
above class of people and in the preparation of the list of ench
deserving persons. .

(2) If waste lands for these classes are not available
within the district, the Committee may advise its ex-officio
Chairman, the Deputy Commissioner in the Sadar and the
Subdivisional Officer in the outlying Subdivision to refer the
deserving cases to the Deputy Commissioners of other districts
where such lands are known to exist.

(3) Their suggestion is also sought for expediting the
above with a view to help the Grow More ];?OOd drive by
settlement of all available land with the deserving pecrsons as
speedily as possible and for encouragement of indigenous
persons to take to intensive cultivation.

(b))—The Land Settlement Advisory Committees are
constituted with the leading persons of the Subdivision including
some M. L. As. and other persons taking interest in land
settlement and in the welfare of the cultivators in general.

(¢)—None.
(d)—Does not arise.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : At what period
of interval these Land Scttlement Advisory Committees have
to be convened by the Deputy Commissioners ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Accord-
ing to necessity ; there is no definite ruie to that effect.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): I
find from the reply that one of the functions of the Board is
sgolution of the problem of rehabilitation of landless ‘people,
flood and erosion affected people, people with no economic hold-
ings and political sufferers”. Does the Minister-in-charge know
that such problems were not discussed in the Land Settlement
Advigory Board of Dibrugarh during the last two years or
since the constitution of the present Board ?

°
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!

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): The

_hon. questioner is a member of that Board. If the Deputy

Commissioner does not do it, he can give requisition for it.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Is the Minister-in-charge aware that such matters were
brought to the notice of the Deputy Commissioner but these
were not included in the agenda 7?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: If thatis not done, the hon.
Members may give a requisition.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Is the Govern-
ment aware that the Land Settlement Advisory Board at
Tezpur did not function for a period of about five months and
this matter was reported to the Government ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: It is difficult to give any reply
now regarding any particular Board. But the members of
the Board can give a requisition if there Is delay.

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North Lalkhimpur
gReserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Land Advisory Board
iz recommend = z/wta =i Deputy Commissioner 41 Sub-
divisional Officer fF=it= (@&r=IFa I f2olcT MFH FfFa Afcaca = P

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Land Advisory Board ﬁ?ﬂr?r
advise firg | f¥w instruction ffm ¢zt @ _Deputy Commlssw:;gl
7 Subdivisional Officer Zais differ FfAra matter (71 BaFiECH

A5t |

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : Is Govern({
ment aware that due to there being no Secretary of pthe Lan
Settlement Advisory Boards, the work is hampered !

Shri HARESWAR DAS: No such report has come fto
Government. The Deputy Commissioner is responsible for
proper functioning of the Board.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI: Will the Government
appoint a Secretary ?

‘No reply).
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Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiva (Reserved

for Scheduled Tribes)]: Is it a fact that settlement of

waste -Iand in Gauhati town did not come before the Advisory
Committee ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Before
the last General Election the Advisory Committee at Gauhati
had refused to sit and discuss about the distribution of land at

Gauhati. Now, of course, they are sitting.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS: That is not true.
I am a member of that Advisory Committee. Will Govern-
ment enquire into the matter and see whether it was a fact ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, I have no objection, but
that is the report of the Deputy Commissioner. :

Myr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member, who isa member
of that Board, makes that complaint. I hope Government

will enquirc into the matter.
Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, Sir, T shall enquire.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): In the printed
reply the Minister has said that one of the functions of the
Land Settlement Advisory Board is “Settlement of waste land in
villages on the co-operative and collective basis or with political

My question is—Are these Advisory Bedies not

sufferers’’. i
required to advise the Government on settlement of waste
land in the villages with individuals other than political

sufferers also ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS: They can give such advice.

GAURISANKAR ROY (Kailicherra) : Are the

Shri
llcetors members of these Boards ?

Sub-Deputy Co

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Not in every Board but in

some Boards they are members.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Are the Government aware that so far as Gauhati Land
Settlement Advisory Board is concerned when there is no
meeting, settlement of waste land of Gauhati is put in the

agenda.
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (M_in_ister’ Revenue): l\_[Cm"
bers can put any matter in the agenda.

Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): Is
it not a fact that the recommendations of Subdivisional
Officers and Deputy Commissioners carry more weight with
the Government than any member of the Advisory Board of
which I can cite instances ? In view of this will the Govern-
ment state what is the utility of associating members from
public in these boards ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That is a matter of opjnion.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): With regard
to reply to question (b), may I know, Sir, who are the
leading persons ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Persons who take interest in
settlement of land.

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA (Mangaldai): %aC7 9T
Biewa a5 Amas fima = icd © 949 wistcs Mangaldai Land Adwsc;r;;
Board 4 recommend wfEms | afsute fem I e I3 i I |

Shri HARESWAR DAS: o 3J399 9iite recommend =1
B cofeatz  «ga wfag =aififes

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA : afeul sasica sl Ffaaca P
Shri HARESWAR DAS: a1 =3 |

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Are ttill'eiz
Advisory Boards required to scrutinise the allotment 1S
prepared by the land Record Staff.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister. Revenue) : That is
one of their fuctions.

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) : Whether
the decisions of the Land Advisory Boards should get approval
of the Government and whether they take two to three years
to get the approval from the Government on their recom-
mendations ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Reveneu): No
approval is necessary unless it is the question of settlement
of land in Government reserves.

_Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Hajo):
Is it a fact that when settlement operation goes on in a
district or a Subdivision it is the Settlement officer who
settles the land and not the Deputy Commissioner or
the Subdivisional officer and the Land Settlement Advisory

Board has no jurisdiction over him ?

_ Shri HARESWAR DAS: When settlement operation goes
on the Deputy Commissioner cannot settle any land, all such
powers vest in Settlement officer.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Are the Boards abolished in

those places ? :
Shri HARESWAR DAS: They arc not abolished.

Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY:: Whethgr
in those areas the Settlement officers settle land on their

own accord ? : T
Shri HARESWAR DAS: Exactly even the periodic

pattas stand technically cancelled when settlement goes on in
certain place. Settlement oflicers settle land with effect from

the beginning of the next ierm.

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): What is the
definition of landless person according to Government ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: A person who has no land,
(Laughter). ;

Constitution of an National Extension Service
Block comprising Damkachaka Bonsi,
Rupasi and Kharija Bijni Mouzas of
Barpeta Subdivision

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:

70. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects
be pleased to state—
(¢) Whether an National Extension Service Block
will be constituted comprising Damkachaka
Bonsi, Rupasi and Kharija Bijni Mauzas
of Barpeta Subdivision ? ,

e S22
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(b) If not, why not ?

(¢) Whether itisa fact that a representation under
the signatures of 16 M. L. As. has lately been
sent to the Chief Minister to that effect ?

(d) Ifso, who are those M. L. As. ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Chief Minister
assured them that a National Extension Service
Block will be constituted comprising the
aforesaid Mauzas ?

(f) Whether it is a fact that the Minister-in-charge
of Community Projects during his last visit
to Sorbhog said that there would be no more
change of the areas of the National Extension

Service Blocks ?

(g) If so, why the areas of the Barpeta N. E. S.
Block was changed while no change was effect-
ed in the case of the other Mauzas 7

(k) What is the reason for this discrimination ?

(/) On what principles the Government ar& uﬁ)rlsi-

ing with regard to the areas of the
Blocks ?

revision of the areas

; : e Wi tal
(j) Whether there will be tota *f Barpeta Sub-

of all the N. E. S. Blocks
division ?

(k) If so, when ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Com-
munity Projects) replied:

70.- (a)—No.

are made on the recom-

b)—Delimitati 1
(b) elimitation of Blocks pment Boards. There

mendations of the Subdivisional Develo
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is no ‘such recommendation from the Subdivisional Develop-
ment Board, Barpeta for constituting any Block with the three
mauzas comprising Damkachaka Bousi, Rupasi and Kharija

Biini of Barpeta Subdivision.

¢)—A representation from 15 M. L. As. was received
by the Chief Minister.

(d)—The names of the M. L. As. are as below:—

(1) Shri G. Talukdar.

(2) Shri B. K. Das.

(3) Shri Hiralal Patwari.

(4) Shri Nilmoney Borthakur.
(5) Shri Tarun Sen Deka.

(6) Shri Dwijesh Ch. Deb Sarma.
(7) Shri Mathias Tudu.

(8) Shri Tajuddin Ahmed.

(9) Shri Kumar Parakitish Ch. Barua.
(10) Shri Jahanuddin Ahmed.

(11) Shri Hakim Ch. Rabha.

(12) Shri Surendra Nath Das.

(13) Shri Jormanik Syiem.

(14) Shri L. S. Khyriem.

(15) Dr. Srihari Das.

(¢)—No.

—No, during my last visit to Sorbhog I said that
be with the consent of the Subdivisional Develop-
hat boundaries of Blocks could be altered, but
e as far as Kharija Bijni is concerned as it
already formed part of the Gobardhana Block and had obtained
the benefit of development activities of this Block, it could
not now be taken out and included in another Block. In
the circumstances the revision of the boundaries of this Block

could not arise.

it could only
ment Board t
that in any cas

[ — =

it D

> 8
)
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(g)—The Subdivisional Development Board, Barpeta
recommended the re-adjustment of the Barpeta, Bhabani-
pur and Bajali Blocks, hence Government approved the
change in all these three blocks and not in Barpeta Block
alone. Further no Mauzas involved in the revision of these
Blocks had received previously any benefit from develop-
ﬁeni activities by being included in N. E. S. or G. D.

ocks.

(h)—In view of (f) and (g) above, this does not arise
and there was no discrimination.

{i)—According to the standard laid down by the
Government of India, a block in the Plain areas, is to com-
prise of approximately 100 sq. miles with a population of
about 66,000 and in the Hills, with a population of about
25,000. No area can be prescribed for the Hills. On the
basis of these principles, the Subdivisional Deyelopment
Boards delimited the Blocks originally in_ 1953. Certain changes
had to be made in respect of a few blocks on subscquent
recommendations of the respective Subdivisional Develop-
ment Boards in certain areas.

(i) & (k)—At present there is no further pro o;s_al
from the Barpeta Subdivisional Development Board for
the revision of the boundaries of any other Blocks.

Security deposit by the Manager and Staff of Bidya-
nagar Tea Estate :

Shri BISWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patha.rkandi) asked :

71. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to

State—
members of the

ate are required
vernment at

(¢) Whether the Manager and the
Staff of the Bidyanagar Tea Estat
to deposit any security with the Go
the time of appointment ?

resent Manager of the garden

(b) If so, whether the p ¢ of security ?

has deposited any amoun
(¢) When the deposit was made ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

71. (a)—Yes. The security required to be furnished by
the employees is as follows —

Rs.
(1) Manager .. e 5,000
(2) Assistant Manager e 2,000
(3) Head Assistant .. 2,000
(4) Godown Clerk A 000

(b)—Yes. Rs. 5,000 in landed property.
(¢)—On 26th September, 1956.

Regarding Tihu Dak Bungalow

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH [ Minister, P.W.D. (Roads
and Buildings)] : Sir, on Saturday last I could not be presentin
the House and there was a little inconvenience in respect of
answer to 8 question. I am sorry for it. I am causmg an
enquiry to be made by the Department as how it was missed
and a negative reply was given. I am also examining the
matier raised in the question.

General Discussion of the Budget

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Mr,
Speaker Sir, I was speaking about the unemployment problem
of the State when the House was adjourned on Saturday last.
This problem is becoming very acute and there amount of sus-
picion and frustration among the educated youths of our State
that they have been by-passed in all fronts of employment such
as the Railways, Posts and Telegraphs and in other departments
of the Central Government functioning in this State and also
in other commercial organisation in the State which are mostly
in the hands of outsiders. This apprehension should be remoy.-
ed from the minds of the youths and I hope, our Goverament
will move the Central Government and the Railways, Posts
and Telegraphs so that in the selection Boards at least for
appeintments of 3rd grade and 4th grade employees representa-
tives of this Government are included so that our youths may
get a fair deal. In Railway and Postal and Telegraphs Depart-
ments all the third and fourth grade employments should be

(e
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given to the people of the soil in order that unemployment
problem may be solved to some extent. The Government
should press upon the commercial concerns in the State

so that our youths are also employed in their firms and business
concerns.

Sir, for want of sufficient number of technical institutions
it is difficult to get technically trained persons although
advocations in this line are many. I hope, in this important
matter our Government will give their serious thought. In
Bongaigaon and Gauhati there is great scope for employment
of technically trained youths in the Railways but there is the
dearth of technically trained persons. Inorder to meet this
problem and that sufficient youths can be technically trained
the Government should open one technical institution at
Bongaigaon and one at Gauhati.

Then Sir, a port may be developed in Assam some where
on the Brahmaputra and this will go to a great deal in solving
the inland river transport difficulties. Ifa port 1s developed
fully equipped with modern technical installations, there barges,
large boats with mottors fitted, etc., can be constructed there and
these will help in our inland river transport systein with ease
and less cost and these vessels can very well ply in the t'rabuta-
ries and over the Brahmaputra. This will afford openings for
employment of some people of our State.

Then another fact to which I want to draw the attention
of the Finance Minister is that sales tax is charged in dlﬁ'?lrelnt
places at a different points on the same thing. When w Otl:.:
sale dealer brings an article for sale he 1s to pay sal(z; t?X, B
retailers who purchase the same from the wholesale ( elila. eli-z b
is also to pay sales tax and the consumer has to bcgl_ t eot A
burden. By this process’ the Government actually chhn gl ‘
the sales tax collected at different stages ~ So I suggest t d.’“& B2 et
tax should be charged only in one stage and not 1m 11 erer;d
stages so that Government can get the sales tax due to them ar
it is evaded by the retailers though the consumer 1s to pay 1t

My, SPEAKER : You are suggesting single point sales tax ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Yes, Sir. : £ 1l

Another matter to which I beg to draw the attention (c)i' the
Finance Minister is that sales tax levied on books and perio lC-_als
is virtually tax on knowledge. We do not have a good reading
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public and sales tax on books is practically to be borne by the
poor publisher and the book-seller. The West Bengal Govern-
ment has recently abolished sales tax on books. In our State
also sales tax is mnot levied on text books. I request the
Government to withdraw sales tax on all books and periodicals,

Then, Sir, I beg to refer to certain local problems, e. g.
the Public Works Department. In the area from which I
come there is no sufficient Public Works Department road.
There were certain roads which were included in the list of
projects in the Budget. The roads were all incomplete but
this year I find that all the names of these roads have been
eliminated from the list. For instance, the North Gauhati-
Doomichaki road which was formerly maintained by the Local
Board and subsequently taken over by the Public Works Depart-
ment. After constructing a portion of it it was left incomplete.
The bridges were not complete and the road now becomes
unpassable. So the road which was the means of communica-
tion has been now made unpassable. There is another road-
Kamalpur-Borka of which only one mile was taken up by
Public Works Department and the other portions left incom-
plete. This road has become completely _unpassable now.
I would request Government to take sufficient care of these
roads and also to include these roads in the list again.

As regards the N. E. S. Blocks I want to speak a few words,
Circle was recommended by

The N .E. S. Block at Kamalpur ;
the Subdivisional Development Board in 1956. The reco-
mmendation was for one such block only. Now Ifind that the
policy of the Government is that in a particular Block, there
should not be more than 66,000 population and in an area of
100 sq. miles in the plains. But this circle according to the
1951 census has a population of 95,000 and_ by now this
population would have exceeded on lakh. So Sir, my request
is that this N. E. S. Block should be split up into 2and 2 Blocks
should be constituted in that area. The area is a very back-
ward one and on all sides the areas have been brought under
N. E. S. Blocks and I request the Government to establish the
two N. E. S. Blocks at Kamalpur in the current year. Then
Sir, as regards medical facilities, there is no medical facility
at all in the area from which I come and the Medical Minister
was kind enough to hear a deputation at the Gauhati Circuit
House from the public of the locality and advised them to go
on with the construction work of a dispensary at village Guiya
according to the Public Works Department specification as was
urged for permission by the deputationists and the public had

-

ey el

e’
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collected a fair sum of money and donated 6 bighas of land
in Guiya and have begun construction of the dispensary
building according to the specification of the State dispensary at
Naokata. The construction of the building has been taken up
and Shri M. M. Choudhury, our Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee President, has also seen the work in progress. I
would request the Government that this dispensary should be
sanctioned this year which will 80 to a great extent in helping
the public and will encourage their self-help enterprise.

Then Sir, I want to speak a few words about erosion which
has been made by the Brahmaputra near the North Trunk
Road in Dharapur and Garal area which has only something
like 3 furlongs to reach the North Trank Road, If timely step
15 not taken then there is every danger that the same fate of
Palasbari will also happen in this area. This crosion threatens
the University as well. TLast year, our Ministers visited the
area and some members of the CWPQC also visited the area who
were of the opinion that if action is taken, it can be easily
protected from further erosion. Then Sir, as regards emb_ank-
ment and drainage, the other day I drew the attention of the
Minister with a particular question that the embankment of the
river Puthimari was constructed in 1954-55. The embankn_lent
was constructed in 2 points of the rive}‘, 2 e, from the. bndgc;
on Rangiya-Rangapara line at Dhulabori to the bridge o
Puthimari river of the Rangiya-Amingaon line. Then again
an embankment was constructed in further down from Hajo
Baruabarighat to the mouth of the river leaving the _I‘Cmall‘:l)];;g
portion unprotected from the ravages (?f floods. Since cll‘te :
L ¢., during these long 5 years, this locality has been inun a S
by heavy flood and the people has been suffering from a‘;? o
distress. T have been repeatedly insisting for the construc 1?1
of this embankment and I was glad to learn that durmg- the
August Session of this Assembly the Minister passed orders in
the file for execution of the work within the current Se5310111.
But Sir, now I find that the work has been stopped and in refhz
to the question I put the other day, it has been said 1hatf :
Central Government has not approved the schemc:_and_thﬁfl"e‘olrelz
the work could not be taken up now. Then again Sir, furt ie
above the Dhulabari bridge, 7. e.,, in Rangiya, therg 4 aﬂic;
some difficulty as the embankment was constructe mt all
middle portion and therefore, the embankment has not a
been beneficial to the public. Instead, it has becomela QUTce
of trouble and it is causing heavy damage to both the areas.
Now if these schemes are not approved by the Central
Government, then as there are demages caused not by the
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natural floods but by man-made floods. T would request Govern-
ment for taking up some steps even from the provincial budget
to complete the construction of the embankment and I also
would request Government and the Finance Minister so that
some amount of money will be made available for construction
of this remaining portion of the embankment which if left
incomplete, will damage the entire work thereby making the
people to suffer great Joss. Every year during the monsoon,
the whole area becomes flooded and not only crops are damaged
but cultivation becomes impossible and the people are to rely
simply on relief and so on. For instance, in October last year,
the entire are was flooded. 1 visited the area and found that
even the Public Works Department road was under waist deep
water. Houses were damaged and cattle were pushed to the
railway lines and kept for some time there and as a result, the
entire area has been subjected to great distress.

As regards other matters, ¢. g., education, etc., I like to
speak a few words later on, Sir.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Di_brugarh) : Mr,
Speaker, Sir, I want to congratulate the Finance Minister
for his bold frankness in presenting the surplus Budget and
from its outspokenness. I am inclined to believe that he is
organising the economy of the State. But the treatment
suggested is not for tackling the different basic problems.

The basic problems which the State has to face, solution
of which alone will iead to the solutoion of other problems
of the State are firstly, intensive agricultural programie,
development of transport and power and fourthly, complete
overhauling of the administrative machinery. I am very glad
that the Finance Minister has recognised these problems. But
in this Budget speech we could not find any inkling of the
way in which Government propose to tackle these problems.
At least the budget estimates have not given us any hope
that these problems will be tackled in the right direction. My
Friends from the other sides were full of praise for the Finance
Minister because he has placed before the House 2 surplus
budget. But I fail to persuade myself to agree with these
Friends of mine. Why ? Sir, all schools of economists agree
on one point that a surplus budget in a backward and under-
developed country leads to the oppression of the people. The
reasons for this are very simple. A surplus budget which the

TS8peechinot corrected.
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Government propose, pump out resources from the people
which they propose to give back. If the people are already
half-starved, half clad and ill-fed, you can easily imagine
their position.

Now Sir, the Government are out to maintain a big, top
heavy, inefficient and to a certain extent weak administrative
machinery at the expense of the people. May 1 ask, is this
the way by which the Government propose to usher in an
era of socialism ? If we take the whole budget and compare
it with the former budgets, we will find not great difference
m them. This budget may be a surplus one and the former
budget deficit ones but from our experiencc we have found
that these deficit budgets turns out to be surplus ones at
the fag end of the year because the framers of former budgets
were trying to use some methods by which they try to hood-
wink the prople by saving that they are exerting pressure on
the Central Government for more allocation of funds or for
getting greater slice of their share from the Centre. Another
method that they used is to tell the people, look here, there
is a deficit budget this time, so no more applications for
grants, no more hospitals, no more roads and bridges og no
more improvement of your veterinery needs, etc.’. Now, the
present Finance Minister, a seasoned politician as he was,
would not like to go that way. He would have the people on
his side, so his slrategy is different from others. He would
ask the people -“‘come one and come all, we will give you
a patient hearing, we will remove your grievances, €tc. That
argument is very simple indeed. But later on he would say?
“to remove your grievances and to solve your problems we h&“"c
to find resources, so you must be prepared to bear the burden
of additional taxation. Our problem is also to find résources
to finance our Third Plan, etc. That is uqdoubtcdly a JCT}C’
clever way of doing things. But Sir, basically, as Id f?v't
already said, there is no difference between the former de (1311
budgets and this so-called surplus budget ?XCCPtlglg- 'I:Eh'c
strategy. Now, Sir, what does this budget promis¢ Uus & 18
Budget does not promise to give us Ramraj or a socialist era.
It is not a case of ‘old wine in new bottles’ nor of new wine
in old bottles but itis a case of ‘old wine in old bottles with
anew label on...... (laughter)

Now Sir, as regards the Receipt side of this bu}dget it
has been aptly dealt with by my Friend Shri Bha:ttag 1?ryya,
I do not propose to deal in detail with the receip a‘;ld
expenditure side but I will confine my observations to the
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expenditure side by laying more emphasis on this side which
is by far the more important thing. Looking to the expendi-
ture side we find that in some heads like Education, Medical
Public Health, Police and General Administration there is
increase. We find that under Police there is an increase from
265 crores to 2'91 crores. Government argument in this
regard may be that the increase was necessary to provide
extra ration on the army scale to the Police to guard our
frontiers. But what I want to emphasise is this: That, our
frentiers are also the frontiers of India; so guarding or
protection of our frontiers is guarding or protection of India’s
frontiers. That being so, naturally the expenses for guarding
or protection of our frontiers should be a charge on the
Centre. The Centre should be requested to give us some
grant under this head so that our [rontiers can be amply

protected.

Secondly, under Education we find there 'is an increase
from 5-03 crores to 54 something there 1. an increase of
about 41 lakhs of rupees. But looking into the whole Educa-
tion budget we find that the money allotted for tcchm‘cal
edueation is only 43 lakhs. But if the Government policy
in regard to technical education is to be implemented, if we
are going to have more industry, if we are going to have
compulsory free primary education in the State at the end
of the Third Plan pecriod, then the amount is absolutely
inadequate. We have to make provisions for training of
teachers and we have to make provisions for having higher
technical education ete. Then again under Medical and
Public Health the allotment is rather good. But even here
if the Government policy is to be implemeted to take over
the Local Board Dispensaries and. to 1mprovc the existing
dispensaries and to provide one dispensary for every mouza
and so on, then this provision is not sufficient. But the most
glaring lacunae in this Budget is with regard to the budget
for co-operative and rural credit societies. We find that there
is an increase of about 5 lakhs under this head this year,
But is we really want to provide cheap credit to our rural
population, if we want to help our peasantry in re_gard to
forming themselves into co-operative societies, I think this
amount is too meagre.

Now, if we come to the receipt side we find that what-
€Ver receipt was there it was due to the fact that some of
our embankment and drainage projects will have to be
dropped. In this connection I want to place before the

o ——
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Government that the Central Government should be made
known that Assam has one of the biggest and possibly longest
and more turbulent river in the world, that if this river
and its various tributaries equally turbulent is trained, it will
make not only thousands of acres of land arable, but it will
be able to supply clectric power and energy not only to the

State itself but also to the nei i 1
eichbouring States at possibl
the cheapest rate. : ot : .

I think the former allocation of Rs.8 crores is not even
sufficient. But the Central Government should be pressed
that nothing less then 8 crores of rupees is suflicient. Either
the Central Government make that sum available or let them
f:ke the re:ponsibility of feeding the entire population of

LSam.

So far as the Central excise duties are concerned our
share is very low, I do not understand why our Government
do not press the Centre to give us our due share of the Central
excise duty on petrol and petroleum products. Assam is the
only State which produce petrol and petroleum products.
There cannot be any other principle on this case. It is yet
to be seen if Bombay can produce petrol on azoqnd com-

l mercial basis. Asa child has a right to the milk of his
mother’s breast, we have the right to the natural resources
that we have. I think we should express our united desire
before the Central Government that a good ‘slice of the Central
excise duty on petrol and petroleum products should be made
available to us, and it should not be in any case less than

25 per cent, in the case of Assam. :
On the reccipt side of ihe pudget the hon. Finance

Minister has very clearly pointed out and we must also fscTe

what are the resources that we can tap in the State:ai Theiciors

I would point out that. in the State revenue list there 15 2

variable income group-Land Revenue, Excise duties, Sales-tax,

Taxes on goods carried on road, Taxes on _Vehlclcs, etc.,

Out of these, revenue from Excise will dwindle, because

according to the Directive Principle of our Constitution &

States are to gradually abolish sale and use of narcotic drugs

and liquor. Therefore, revenue from Excise will vanish in cOUrse
of time. But the States will have to implement these Excise
rules and regulations and should find money o bfﬂance ﬁﬁe

loss occuring under that Head. Therefore it should L_ngagia E 3

serious consideration of the Government. the other han
there is a limit to the taxes that can be collected under the

Heads.Taxes on goods carried by road and taxes on Vehicles,

¢

LA R R R O ST 1 1
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After some time they are bound to stabilise. But under the
Head Sales-tax, I 2:n quite sure Government have lost to the
tune of 2% crores roughly because of the inefficiency of the
Sales-tax Department. There is corruption in the Department-
there is tax evasion. On the other hand, there is harassment
of weaker section of the business community by the Sales-tax

Department.

Now, if we take to Forest, there is scope for improvement,
I think this Head alone will be a very good source of revenue
in future. But even there whatever we are earning in this
Head, the major earning is from royalty on timber. Here we
find very recently the royalty on certain species of timber has
been reduced to help the plywood industry. For example the
royalty on Halong has been reduced from Rs.2 to Re.l per
cft. I know as a result of this reduction, the plywood factories
are under selling their production than the price what has been
fixed by the Association of Plywood Manufacturers, ~ Then
again, for example, in the matter of settlement of Cane Mobhals,
we find the scttlement is made with persons who sell it outside
the State and thus the State is robbed of the taxes. We only
get the royalty. Government should revise their policy In
the matter of scttlement of forest coupes and cane Mohals.
There is another fact in Assam we require as many as 35 lakhs
tea chests. We produce about 22 lakhs tea chests and we
export timber for manufacture of about 20 lakhs of tea chests.
That means accentuating the wagon position. It means pres-
sure on our slender railway link, pressure on the wagons while
sending the timber and again the samc thing when we bring
those manufactured tea chests from outside. We also lose the
revenue thereby. Government should revised their policy so
that the income under this Head may be augmented.

Then again there is the elastic Head—t.and Revenue but the
earning under this Head is incapable of continuous expansion,
particularly in view of the fact that the Taxation Enquiry Com-
mittee and Planning Commission have suggested that the land
revenue system which is inequitous should be replaced by a
system of progressive taxation of agriculture income. To derive
full benefit under this Head, it is necessary that all arable
lands in the State should be utilised in the first place and in
the second place all other land that could be made arable by
Jl-"csortmg to large scale embankment and drainage should be
‘é‘i’l';‘llght under plough, and then it should be given to the real
»tllers. Thirdly the peasantry must be assured a fair price for
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the agricultural produce, bul in the Budget Speech of the
Finance Minister and in the Governor’s Address there is no
inkling about this problem, and how they are going to tackle
1t.

~ With regard to the problem of price, it seems Government
is complacent by saying that the price of rice is showing a down-
ward trend. Price of rice and paddy has gone down and they
say they are out of woods. This year we have a bumper crops
so there is no difficulty. I can tell you from the study of the
whole price indices that it can be predicted that inflationary
pressure is there during the second half of the year. Uptil
March it can be proved statistically that the wholesale indices
of the price fluctuates because of the fluctuation in the price of
foodstuff. It can be proved by collecting data from the Gevern-
ment sources that wholesale price varies reflecting the variation
in the market. In the month of March, the price has already
showed an upward trend. This time we had a bumper crop, a
good harvest all over the country. During this period, the
price of paddy has gone up from Rs.8 to Rs.10 per md. Now
in the month of March, second week of March, the upward
trend is from Rs.13 to Rs15. Rice is selling in Dibrugarh at
Rs.29-8-0 per md. Now what do you mcan by this ? It
seems anybody can buy any quantity of rice if he can purchase
at the rate of Rs.28 per maund. On the other hand the
producers are robbed of their due price; when the consumers
go to the market their pockets are split. Itis only the middle-
men, big traders, millers who are the patrons and donors of
the ruling party they are allowed to make money al the cost of
both the producers and consumers. Unless, therefore, Govern-
ment evolve an integrated price policy this problem cannot bg
solved. Not only the peasants should be assured of agoo
price, even the consumers should be assured of a fair prlf&c S(}
that they may have at least the minimum decent standard o
living. I do not find from the Budget speech of the Finance
Minister any indication of trying to tackle this problem.

Now, coming to the land reforms, we find no 111(‘11cat10n’ of
any seriousness on the part of the Government to tak_e up dn-Zi
bold policy of land reforms. T he Nagpur resolution is rcfclrrc
to only as a guide for future action. Whatever little and
reforms have been adopted, there is no adquate mach}pqy to
implement them. Much has been said about_the abolition of
landlords. But all these high sounding professions are confined
merely in papers. It is stated that our Government has abo-
lished the Zamindars, but in reality it 18 the Zamindars who
are evicting the peasants. Records are not yct prepared and
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the way this work is being done, it will take another 15 years to
complete the same. Then as regards the implementation of
the A'dhiar Act, in the district of Goalpara the Police is
behaving in a way as it were this Adhiar Act has not at all
been brought into opcration. The land reform measures that
our Government have adopted are open move to serve the
purpose of the landlords than the poor peasants. Then
again about the Ceiling Act. This  Act has been passed
with a view to fix a ceiling on thc lands belonging to those
who have surplus land so that this surplus lands may be given
to the landless neople. But we find landlords Raj everywhere,
eviction is the order of the day. Now, in our Stateabout 60
thousand peasants are facing eviction. Now these 60 thousand
uprooted humanity will create problem to the State unless they
arc provided with alternative lands. So I request the Govern-
ment to revise their policy. I do not mean o say that the
encroachers should not be evicted, but there is difference
between cncroachers and encrochers. If anybody encroaches
upon a game sanctuary, encorach on reserved lands-lands—
lands which are required to be reserved and maintained in the
interest of the State, in the interest of the people themselves—if
some people encroach upon such lands and squat on them 0f
bu_xld houses, they must be cvicted. But I am opposed to the
evicion of peasants from agricultural lands. I, therefore,
urge upon the Government (6 retrace their policy of evicting
agricultural people from agricultural lands. Let them take
stock of the whole thing, let them make a distinction betwecn
peasants who are really agricultural peasants and those who
encroach upon lands only with the purpose of acquiring more
and more lands. Let them take a stock of the wole posilion,

stay the eviction procecdings on undescrving peasants and let
f the whole land policy. The

them take an integrated view 0O
purpose of our land reform measures Is to pave the way for
transformation of the society fromn capitalism to socialism. But
instead of this we find feudal chief are being allowad to remain
INhere ‘hey were. They are trying to garb more and more
ands and ‘are trying to be landlords. Government should take
;?)%nlzélnpc of this development. ’.I'his development is _more
le;:f(}] in respect of the lands said to be under to District
HOmO(S‘S. We know, these District Councils enjoy some auto-
o inb Powers under the 6th Schedule of the Constitution.
L inltny opinion, Government should adopt one well-defined
ove,. S egrated land policy throughout the whole State. There-
““‘!!l‘mg unless these measures are taken on an uniform basis
Cmm{:{ s are made 'av:lllah]c to gcally 1andlcs§_pc0ple, we
people. expect any improvement in the conditions of our

5
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Then, ST:F: coming to the other heads of revenue, we find
that expenditure on the most important branch, .., the
General Administration, there is an increase of Rs.ll
lakhs from 145 crores to 1°55 crores. Now, is it justified ?
It is quite rlght.' to imp]ement whatever programmes we have
undertaken, it is necessary to have good administrative machi-
nery. But what we have seen ? In place of an efficient
administrative machinery we are having a top-heavy, inefficicnt
administrative machinery. It is the same old antiquated
bureaucratic machinery of pre-independence days which is in
charge of implementation of our programmes. History has
two approaches—one is of change and the other is of continuity,
but so far as our administration is concerned it is one of conti-
nuity. Such an approach does not secem to meet the new urge
of the changing world. We should therefore have new and
changed administrative machinery which can view the change
of time with a fresh outlook and T feel this is the root cause of
inefficiency of our present administrative machinery. For this
we have given our suggestions time and again but unfortunately
our Government have paid a deaf year to all our suggestions.
I am sure the Secretariat functioning alone is not going to save
the people ; the whole thing must be revitalised. Secreiaries
are found to be deeped in small minor details. Leaving the
Secretariat at Shillong, if we go to the districts, we find there
that the district heads are irresponsible to the people as much
as the Secretariat at Shillong. District heads are responsible
to officers at Shillong. This sort of administration unless it Is
linked up with the people at all levels, cannot implement our
programmes. One of the basic factor of implementing our
programmes is co-operation of the people and so long as t]f‘S
co-operation cannot be evoked in the people to our administra-
tive machinery, the present administrative machinery cann0f‘
expect to implement our programmes. So, this entire SYSt?th
secretariat functioning should be changed. .Evel"_Y Statc‘ as
appointed a committec to go into the administrat’ve policy—
Bombay, U. P., Kerala and some others have done it. Wealso
offerred our suggestions to this effect but our Government d}g
not see their way to accept this so long. Because they are afrai
the prescnt machinery composed of Ministers, Deputy Ministers
and Secretaries are afraid, lest our suggestion 15 accepted, their
position will be imperilled. Let us for example; take the exam-
ple of functioning of a Secretary. ‘The Secretary occupies a
key position in our administration. FHe advises the Govern-
ment on policy matters. We find some Secretaries ceven evolve
the policy and leave it for exccution to the Ministers.  On_the
other hand we find that the entire dcpartment has been given
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full control without any check or hindrance. This sort of
functioning will not definitely improve administration. Secreta-
ry should confine himself to Secrctariat functioning and heshould
noi be the policy maker. The Secretary must function as a Secre-
tariat Secrctary and not as a policy maker. He must be able to
lay down the details of the policy for implementation by the
technical heads. The technical heads must understand from the
Secretary how to implement or carry out the policy. But what
now we find is only the increase in the expenditure for the staff
and increase of officers in the Secretariat level. But there 1s no
such corresponding increase in the staff in the district level for
the execution of the policy in the actual field. We find more
people only to tie and untie the files to put notes. This system
must go. We already put such suggestions and we will have
more scope in future to discuss about the administrative reform.
If the Government are serious about it then we must completely
overhaul the administrative set, otherwise it is impaossible for us
to implement our programme and to achieve our financial
target. This financial target does not mean the fulfilment of
physical target. If a policy is not taken to control the ris¢In
price then we cannot achieve the financial target. If we want
to have a correct price level then we should have taken a definite
policy in 1955-56 or earlier and then only we could achieve the
financial as well as physical target. Therefore, it is an im-
portant factor which should be taken cognisance of by the
Government. There should be proper schemes for the solution
of our problems, otherwise this budget will be meaningless. I
would suggest that the Government should not be complacent
because they have presented a surplus budget. On one band
the Government have invited the co-operation of the people for
‘‘tightening our belt”. It is very good that the Iinance
Minister has realised that to have a sizable Third Plan it is no
longer possible without tightening our belt. On the other hand
he has asked for harder work for the purpose. I may refer to
page 43 of his budget speech: < Sacrifice can be made either
by reducing consumption or by harder work without correspond-
ing increase in income in the short run. Assam cannot afford
any significant reduction in consumption as it is already too
low”, ~ Again at page 39 hesays: “I am sure it will need a
good deal of tightening of our belt if we mean to have a siz-
31318 Third Plan”. These two contradictions we find. I am
eg’] glad that suggestions are. invited in rcgard' to the Third
clisCu-%_But the ideas about this cannot be co_nccwed during !:he
e ‘alllonh()f‘ this budget. In conceiving the ideas for the Third
r. i t CI problen:ls_of th.c Sta_te will have to be taken into
: f the Minister is serious about it then I would give
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a suggestion that have an Advisory Committee at the State level
which can discuss the problems that will have to be faced in the
Third Plan period on the basis of which appropriate programme
will have to be made.

With these words, Sir, I close my speech.

*Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALYl AHMED  (Minister,
Finance): With whom you want to constitute the proposed
Advisory Committee ?

#*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): With
the technical people and such other persons of the State whom
Government consider to be fit for giving the necessary advice.

- Shri HAKIM CHANDRA RAVA[Goalpara (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: =iwla 947 ealva, w2 oA 4o AR
freudl stediale  cordwa WiwEl @@ Aiwal qicss ggelE [ EEa
TAEHt | (Srdwd Agel® WMIENE IEE BIHTa (Fas pegicd ¥ 9d 1|
et FfEcs, oiRfFals e wod wlEalE cordaitae wing e fAfvEs ohed
Sieq FawALEr 2o (ZAR TEEAl 9l SR 9B wisw AlEet | HeEeE
YRR e Tl cREe % @ wqAe TR, ghE ey il ¥
e wrE R @i cras B i F@E o6l o oA ¥ TR
T Bfarst |

i e 4T cdfs gpat o, cdfStaE wimE aw gig SiES A 12
A4 | pawia wfim Biyfea At 209 wygw wgaay wfacs afve TIXS
s wzia Tgie ¥4 N T Field management an
Joint Farming on Co-operative Basis wifé  =is5 =f7 zzea a9z
il wfEta or1 fEcs afs w9 206 @lEa AMeem o paaica @ At
e g Ffee o AW TEE [{ed @AFS o gl 48 FET9
fFals  wratalz @it oERalw v ¥ ek sy Syfes 99
gfor | wfw wza Gole FEA0A oA (s, AR sffy (e e
fiq =ifr | cotiammm foam adE TR RS @i g fwoel, C1F
4| AATgq TATI czee AfRe AEA AR qEWAD [Afm oNe @i O
T oq Fresd Fiom 97 F[{I AT AT 1 pARiyg At o F99E
3 ©fE Aita wgEty wEical |

qflE TS SIS T AN AT 5 Az, qufy AREE sl
afacas > atdw @fds 73 e o A T FERG gz 49 A6 2R
GE4 wifEta gva wEadres THET AN | GG cofgtaeEe TS
GEFT M FT EE | S GASIS @SAFA piffe wEg 449 BATRT
TACad gaiscs @ (12 9iEd ciEdEes a2 kg et |

el S = —————————

*Speeeh not corrected.,
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A 4T Zoltd rerw AfFata aft Gtz F9407 @ BFTe ™o 4 IF
csfeare @ift wifsimea «ta @ 987 ¢ aids  soda B9 SFa WS 495 A
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g% W m{E wEed s9te [m-aee waEcace 9w 2y | dfee R®
bATIRF wqraly THiziel @ cliEEdiEie 9F wizq a~uRd g5 e

wfafstp®  cottatEstial catficarstis fagm Ferry  Service iw
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fegfws @it =T @2 A7e0a A7 W0 il wte el i
W otedmtam @8 a9 qEdEiE FEcd cifaEdiEe @ oA Adie Al
gz Ffacd [GA7e A CATT Czfew | (T4 AFAT Adle G TN
Tere fAta =Ea dita | aBfagca 52 cAwEa ¢iF (2 @iwid FHEE |

| it wAcE N2 SAlTE ¥4 A5iETR1 @ Aifi wiwta sihs e sl
fifimts Subdivisional Education Board =its  ©R f2bfq
fimisq crvas “5CE ECIGIE itz | CIEFECY sedcieha Awe o 492
Gt FGAlwea orr g frg =@oh tzie | % TE (1 S»84 b IO
Tl gidacs 4 496 a1 czios 9ife R clv w4 @&fo 436 F91 W
St A4 Atd B 4ab FEFEem (Eee ;  fFw @3 a5 GFme forda
TadicE @Bl 59 AfFetdm w1 9% FEfEET nThe @5 @[R e
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Tt Accountant  frg =it |

5T s wifi ordls «[fegca @4 a@td B%1 Non-reculTing
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fpicy frm za 1 fo% «@F BFia AfREd 9F @ 999iica sge F7 | 296 44
Wi cFie TOPIE T w=H | 9% ScE @c @f Beitn wREEd Fi4
et Tqieg (18 AT SGBCEFIA ACE ATFITT T 2T |

wify A4 Ad wiEE cslb A FAiE M. L. A. ¢z =itz ;| (@ETs
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9Bl w4 o | ,
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i qTEE e FAMRATT AR AT 0t o5 TR TS Sfs 7w |
TG Wif FiEtAA JAws wga FA wiew w1 afFE oz dfacs i A% weh
FCA AT BT A8 FUH sEcT fawanm /M ab 9w w0 |

farzg 78 wawich gaqdads fefvfag R satta wifztet,og sEed
wagifes Welfarea #iges qwinfm 5 dfecet | wift afw ga=wish s-
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At oz e fEE At
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Shri EMERSON MOMIN [Baghmara (Reserved for
Scheduled Trihes) ]:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the first
instance I want to thank you for giving me an opportu-
nity to ventilate the grievances of our district, particularly, in
allowing me to take part in the budget discussion.

I congratulate the hon. Minister of Finance for the very
able budgeting for the year 1959-60, although our Assam is
comparatively smaller than the other States of India, yet the
budget has been well prepared and upto the mark.

Herein I must mention that the Central Government as
well as the State Government have been very considerate to
give amenitics and facilities to a backward place of Garo Hills,
but yet I should like to say that the deyelopments works in
that district are not functioning properly and things are being
done in a slow manner. Ior example, I can give few instances.
There is a Girls’ Weaving School at Tura and the number of
students there is 24 and each of them are to get Rs.25 p.m.
as stipcnd from Government from 1st March, 1958 to 31st
March, 1959, but a year is almost complete none of these
girls have got their stipends, not even for a month. References
were made accordingly but to mno cffect. We also spent some
money for a wire message to the Authorities here. Later on,
they got itin the month of December. But how could these
girls wait for so long, These poor girls came frqm the interior
and had to wait for so long by taking shelter in houses here
and there. Another thing that I want to spealk 1s with regard
to the embankment and drainage which is made for the purpose
of more food production in the district. But the Embm}kmelft
and Drainage oflice is not established there. The work is fully
controlled from Goalpara. So my prayer to the Gov_ernr.nent‘NlS
that such department may also be installed in Tura itself. e

_ have been speaking about the damages caused by wild ani-

mals. This used to occur very frequently in the district and
hundreds of houses have been broken by clephants .and .mapy
persons were also killed. This question was also raised in }he
Advisory Committee and the Clommitiee was pleased to l;_umg
this matter to the notice of Government also and we stated
that some rifles are necessarv for killing these elephants. But
so far, we have not heard any offer from the Gov{grnmmn
regardiny_these rifles, and as a result we have to pay from the
District Council some thousands of rupecs as COm_P€1_155_1UDIl-
The P. W. D. really have done good works to the district but
there is a road leading from Tura to Baghr_nara which was
started in 1953 but has not been Completed uptil now. We have
said that we are to bring goods to the people of the border



1024 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [1611 MaR,,

areas but uptil now the road has not been completed. Last
August it happened that 8 vehicles were held up on the wayin
2 places and the Depuly Commissioner was also a victim,
Regarding the border lirings which were going on and mentio-
ned by the Finance Minister, I would like to make a suggestion,
Recently, firings took place in the Garo Hills border. It
started from the T7th upto the 13th and what happened. The
ration for the firing forces had run short and the people had to
collect rice from their scanty stock amounting to about 12 mds.
for them. Here Government had actually failed to supply the
needs of the forces and also the needs of the people. I hope
Government will kindly take note of it. On 21st February,
1959 when I was there, the people complained about their
shortage of rice. That fact was referred to the Deputy Com-
missioner and the Supply Inspector. The reply was that there
was no rice in the Supply offlce. Government may kindly
note this difflculty of the pcople.  However, we are very
grateful to the State and the antl‘ﬂ! Governments for giving
considerable thought for ameliorating the trouble that the

people are experiencing there. We have been speaking about
cattle theft protection scheme. Since the trouble was started
in Pakistan. this scheme has now been kept in abeyance and we
do not know how long this abeyance will continue, as a result

the cattle wealth has become verv low. So my request to the
Government is for giving more loan to the district for buying
cattle. Regarding the agricultural staff, I learnt that Govern-
ment have increased the posts of Inspectors of Agriculture in
the district from 4 to 7 and more Dermonstrators but actually
uptil now we have not secn these people working there.
Regarding industrialisation, we have been reading in the papers
about this industrialisation of the country. Qur district also
requires cottage industries and other industries but as 1 have
said before, our district has been neglected in this regard,
Garo Hills has a vast potential of industries and I want to
request Government to look into the matter and give us help
in the matter of industries, As regards communication, no
railway project has been included in the Third Five Year
Plan. * The other day the House adopted a Motion for exten-
sion of the Railway line to Garo Hills. However, that will

take much time and we would insist the Central Government to

give some sort of alternative means to meet our direst 11CCEssi-

ties in the district. Let there be a sort of communication so
that our raw materials can be brought to the outside world,
e would propose here a Ropeway from Siju to Pandu or
olgoma Steamer Stations via Darangiri Era-Aning. Further
Want {o say one thing more that there is a free land of about
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300 acres in the district which has no authority. Nobody is
paying any tax or revenue for the land. We are told that the
owners ol the land have gone to Pakistan and the District
Council has taken up administration to provide water supply,
schools and other amenities, but the lands still remain without
any master, Thatis way I would appeal to Government to do
something to set matters right,

Now, as regards education, we are supposed to take more
interests in primary schools and through the agency of the
District Councils illiteracy should be wiped out. For that I
would like to appeal to Government to provide us more funds
so that by our own efforts coupled with the help of Govern-
ment we can raise the economic life of the people and also
give them higher education. Now, I have spoken something
about a ropeway or something like that as an alternative for
taking out our agrocultural produce, natural resources etc,
outside the district, if the response of the Government is that
we do not deserve what we ask for, still I would appeal to
Government to come to our help and in this we give our
assurance to fully co-operate with the Government so that our
people may not be neglected altogether.

With these words Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri PROKRITISH CHANDRA BARUA (Gauri'pl_.lr):
Mr. Speker Sir, at the very outset I thank our Finance IvIlpxst.er_
for his Budget speech. But when I look back to my d]istr;lfl;t
and to my Constituency, I have nothing to be glad for the
surplus Budget. I know fully well that our State of GAssa:lxz
though a frontier State is always neglected by the Gover
ment of India and to keep consistancy with the Centre our
Western frontier, is neglected by the State Government.
Though after the disturbance of Boraibari 2/3 years ago our
border is quiet. But recently Paksthan has .started. digging
trenches along our border. Considering 'then‘ actl\’ises'we
should not sit idly thinking that ¢All quiet on the \_ es]i(_erlﬂ
front’’. Sir, I leave the border question to Government to thin
and do the deedful, with strong mind.

Sir, now I want to speak a few words a’bouththe griev-
ances of the people of our district. I divide the whole of the
district into 3 blocks,
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1. The Southern block , the South bank of the Brahmaputra
can safely be called an abandoned area due to floods. After inde-
pendence no remarkable work has been done except the Khar
muza Bund, I know , Sir, it is very difficult to improve
this tract of land without controlling the mighty Brahmaputra
which is physically impossible. Now Sir, the Central block,
that isthe iract of the district North of the Brahmaputra and
South of Railway link. It is the most thickly populated
area of the district of Goalpara and the people are political-
ly conscious. But 1o rernarkable improvement has been done
for the benefit of the people. On question of development
of our economy, Sir I want to saya few words. It 1s true
that the Government is curbing the beudal set up though Iam
aremmant of feudal system I am always being in favour of aboli-
tion of feudalism in the greater interest of the country. But while
the Government deprived  the Zamindar and Jotdars of
their lands, the tillers have mnot been given the land. The
intermediaries are thrown out of employment but a new class
of rich peasant is being created in the countryside asa close
ally of the Capitalist. In the name of land reform the
economic equilibrium is disturbed and dissatisfaction 15 marke
in every sphere of life. ‘No alternative arrngement has been
made for the people who are thrown out of employment.

Sir, “-Charity begins at Home” so I will speak a few
words about our Gouripur small town. It is a small town with
population of about 92,000 men with its suburbs. We have
moved the Government through petition to have a power
house for trade and elecirification of town but we are still 11

the darkness.
9. There is a High English School which is run by Reve-

nue Department. The building needs repair and extension for
the growing number of students but nothing has been done 10-
wards its improvement, The public demand is that it should
be taken over by the Government as a Government High

school.
3. The girl Free Middle English School needs special at-

tention for its extension and improvement.

4. Sanskrit Tol which is in existence for more than 100
years is neglected, it should be improved.

4 5. Music School is a public institution which deserves Gov-
ni‘nment grant. Though repeated representations have been
ade no grant has been yet received.

-

-




1959 GENERAL DISCUSSION Oi* THE BUDGET 1027

6. We are in bad need of water supply and a Hospital.
The Cheritable dispensary which is in existence, is in a
deplorable condition. A plot of land has been offered and
our Medical Minister has visited the place but nothing has
been done vyet to start a Hospital with maternity ward. The
roads of the town are worse than the cart tracks of the ru-
ral areas and needs improvement.

7. The Gauripur constituency has no Police Station. It
consists of different unions of Dhubri, South Salmara and
Bilashipara Thana. People and I as a representative of the
public feel the necessity of a separate Police station and
request the Government to make arrangement for the same.

The other town in my constituency Sir, is Sapatgram,
same may be said about this small town too.

There are a few thousands of refugees in these towns and ru-
ral area butno step has been taken to improve their hope-
less condition, They are facing immense difficulties for getting
Government loan for their rehabilitation.

_In Gauripur constituency there are more than 10,000
Plain tribal people, But they are not getting the privilege
Wthh they eXPCCt. s

The III Block, Sir, North of Railway link upto Bhutan
territory is mainly a forest area populated by people of
plain tribes. Our Medical Minister knows very well
about this backward place and I am sure that he is of the
same opinion with me about its development. Save aIII\?EC}SK-'
cept the establishment of Kokrajhar town and Dotma N.E. s
block nothing has been done towards the improvement o
this wild track. Our tribal brothers are facing difficulties
for, schools, dispensaries and roads and what not. For ins-
tance, I say that there is a Dispensary at Soraibeel but 1}:
is without a Doctor. The Kachugaon High English Schoo
I think gets no grant. With regard to the corr_lmup\lcatllf_ll
problem, the only road to contact with Bhutan 1s'wah_Kq -
rajhar, Haltugaon, Garubhasa which can be said a fair w ggth;
track. Itneeds improvement, and I heard that Bl.lutzu;x Gaot
vernment is also interested for this road and Ppressing Assam
Government for the -ame. We had a faint hope for thel lnstalllla.-
tion of thc Oil Refinery at Kokrajhar, butnow it 1s ciear that
1t will be somewhere in Gauhati We w.antcd a railway line
from Bongaigaon to Tura in the Garo _Hills to have all our
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mineral resources exploited but 1 think it was not done and
will not be done. I request the Government to press the Cen-
tral Government for this railway line for the improvement of
the communicatioa in Garo Hills.

With regard to the N. T. Road which runs via North
Salamara and Bogaigaon for want of good communication
and traffic the people of these places are facing great trou-
ble.

So I say Sir—“a% fefata 12 fefaca’s | >

With these few words, Sir, I finish my speech.
Thank you Sir.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): Mr. Spea-
ker Sir, I congratulatc at the outset our hon. Finance Mnis-
ter, for presentation of a surplus budget, but I would have
been more appreciative if it would have been putin details
about the allocations of momey in different institutionsand
posts. There is an indication in his budget that there may by
new taxation in the nearfuture. But I think that our State
being an agricultural State, may not have any scope fornew
taxation. I would request the Government to augment the
revenues by resettlement in Nowgong district which is long
over due. All the sources of evasion can be plugged and the
collection be made more efficiently. Expenditurc on non-
planned sector should be curtailed.” I would like to submit
that a Committee may be set up with the Finance Minister
as the Chairman to examine whether the income in the State
Can maintain many officers at the top in various departments,

do point out also that we find unauthorised occupation
and forcible eviction are becoming an every day affair. I think
it .takes time to occupy and cultivate land. I would iiketo
bring it to the notice of the Government as to how it could
Not be possible on the part of the Mandal, Kanangos and §.
D.Cs who are there to dectect such things in time,
think the land record administration is of great importance
from the point of view of welfare of the agricuturists, but 1t
Seems jt js very much neglected. Circle Officers should be
asked to keep more contact with the mass people so that
Tﬁy €an hear their grievances and try to remedy thems.
5 €se Unauthorised occupation is going on year a_ftcr year
nd I thipk it is inhuman to resort to forcible eviction when
one has been in occupation of a particular portion of land
O some years. I would request the Government that those
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cultivators who have cultivated the land for more then 3
years should get recognition. I would also request the Govern-
ment to enquire and take action against those persons who
did not take timely measure against such unauthorised occupa-
tion. Unless they give opportunity for such unauthorised occu-
{)at(iion it is not possible for the people to encroach upon such
ands.

Sir, our State is being affected by Pakistani firing and
Naga troubles. The internal administration should be toned up.
Officers should execute the policies formulated by the Gov-
ernment and any negligence on their part or any failure
should be severely dealt with. Another thing I would like
to point out. is that the officers sent to the Secretariat are
not sent back to the districts and subdivision. I think thqse
Officers who have worked for three years in the Secretariat
should be sent back to the districts and subdivisions for better
efficiency in administration. This should be extended to other
Departments also. I find there is a difference in the emolu-
ments of the 4th Grade Government servants working in the
Secretariat and that of in other Departments. I would request
the Government the pay scale and emoluments of the 4th
Grade officers working in other Departments should be the
' same as that of those working in the Secretariat. This dlscn-f
minatio should be done away with. I find in the speqch o
the Finance Minister that reorganisation has been made 1n the
Secretariat. I submit that this should be made In otl_ler
Departments also. 1 hope the present Police admlmstIrzllltlon
will restore the confidence of the people of the Stat_el, 12)13 Oﬁg’g
seen good signs in Cachar and I hopc corruption E’VI{'(' e «:i?ould
out under the present regimea I bchtextre ;h?é the Police <
be of service to the public and not of torturc. ;

Nov:rnfevtvould Fl'ikc to come to Education. 1 1nuStigilI":c
credit to the Minister-in-charge of Education for deV 'ntg-
more funds. But what I feel the creation of posts and appol
ments cannot give efficiency. - Officers must BE! TESPOLISLYC atlﬁ =
efficient in.their work. What is the good qf 1ncr;aqs§1g1 e
Inspecting staff as I am aware of such inspection “l; ncun e
afraid, 1 cannot divulge in this House as it may D€ p

liamentary.
: o
Mr. SPEAKER: How it is unparhamcntaly :

; - . = t): May I speak
Mrs. TYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar West ‘
out Sti':’, o‘le high ranking officer of the Education Department,

I think I should not tell his name.
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Mr. SPEAKER: You may give the name to the Minister,
Education,

Mrs., JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): He went
to visit a Hostel of a Girls’ School and without taking any
permission he went to the Bath Room and rubbed the floor
with his shoes to find whether it is slippery or not.

Some posts are going to be created or are being created
in the Education Department. I think some of these posts
should go to the females because there is no dearth of edu-
cated girls in our State. I would like to draw the attention of
the Edueation Minister to an important matter where I feel
some discriminatory treatment has been meted out to a section
of employees of this department. I spoke about this matter
also on the previous Budget session. This is about the anomaly
in pay of teachers in M. E. and M. V. Schools having the
same educational gualifications. ~Although the gnalification 18
same, they are not getting the same pay. The Pay Committees
recommendations in same services have not yet been given effect.
On some occasions I had personally requested the department
to consider this matter do away with the anomaly. But
nothing seems to have been done as yet.

Again I want to draw the attention of the Education
department to another matter. Sometime ago applications
were invited for merit scholarships for the Post-Graduate Claﬁ'
ses, which is absolutely contrary to the conception of merit
But it appears these merit scholarships are given not on conside-
ration of merit., Sir, I can give you some instances but I can
say this much that many of the eligible candidates were depri-
ved of these scholarships. I would request the Education Minis-
ter to see that such thing should not occur again in future.

I want to say something about the Normal School, Silchar.
Th_e Superintendent of the ormal School at Silchar has been
assigned with the additional duty of Assistant Inspector. May

ask, Sir, how can one man be expected to do justice to both
the responsibilities ? So many schemes have been drawn up
for betterment of primary students but as ill luck would have
:’Cvi;e fBind that the Silchar School Board is going on without
Arman for more than two years.

o Shri HIRAT.AL PATWARY (Panery) : Sir, on a point
Ot Information—az @ifm 4f¥te 17 B7 @67 cTa1T ateeed 13 P
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Mr. SPEAKER : Hon. Member Mr. Patwary wants to
know whether there are members of that Board.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : Yes, Sir,
from the Gazette Notification we have seen there are members,
but for want of a Chairman, the School Board has not been
able ‘to hold any meeting.

I would now like to speak a few words about the Medical
department. I do not think I should speak at any greater
length on this subject because for the last two years I have
been harping on almost the same points but even in spite of that
discremination, injustice and irregularities are going on in that
department as usual. I want to give one instance regarding the
functioning of the Silchar T. B. Hospital. One female patient,
about 20 years of age, went for treatment in the T. B. Clinic as
a T. B. patient, She was given some Multi Vitamin and Isonized
tablets. Some Anti Biotic Injections were then prescribed and
she was asked to purchase for administering the medicine to her.
But unfortunately, poor as she was,she could not afford
to purchase these things. Sir, Anti-Biotic Injections are
not very costly things either. One Anti-Biotic Injection may
perhaps cost not more than a rupee or 5O. But even such
things are not available in our T.B. Hospital. When so much
funfare of propaganda about anti T. B. campaign has been
made, it is simply surprising to hear that our hospitals are not
equipped with even such cheap and yet useful medicines.
Such a state of affairs, I am sure, does not lend any credit to
our Medical department.

Sir, then I would like to refer to the Ayurvedic Co}}ege.
A huge amount of money has already been spent for this Co eg{s.
I hear that there are only 17 students and out of them OnbY
one student has passed this year. Will the GOVCHilment €
pleased to enquire into as to why it has failed to show any
satisfactory results ; whether it is due to the fault of teachmghor
whether the teaching staff is not sufficiently qualified or whether
our students have developed some apathy on this subject. :;[‘\/Iay
I know who ~ill explain such huge waste of publice money :

Nothing has been done yet for the .Home‘)p.a.thlc precs
tioners, Although the Assam Homeopathic Practltlmlllers Act
was passed as long back as 1955, and the sCOp® ofit e}il.Ct )
gone. Now they have been asked to form a council which I
think is illegal. Therefore I request that the practitioners with
more than 10 years practice holding -degree of diploma should
be recognised.
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I have seen in the Budget that there is a provision for
establishment of a second Medical College and Second Medical
Clollege is justified in the State. I find in the budget that site has
been selected at Gauhati. But Sir, T feel unless the different
regions composing the Stateis allowed the chance to develop,
integrated development of the State as a whole is not possible.
So I request the Government to give some thought to this

matter.

- Sir, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
the Minister for Agriculture and Veterinary for creating the
post of Additional Joint _Directors. But I want to point out
that unless properly quahﬁc_d persous are taken to fill up these
posts, there will be no real improvement. In this connection,
Sir, T am remainded of Tagore’s « =itaw 7(f9 >, Perhaps many
of my Friends have read it. Tagore snd his brothers and
cousins being son of Zamindars were in their childhood under

servants. They used to get milk not pure

the supervision of
but mixed with water-so another servant was apIpointed to
supervise but milk was mixed with more water. hope we
shall not have such sad experiences. All appointments should
be made strictly on the basis of qualifications and suitability.

of essential food-stuff is a matter of great
concern to us all, In every district price of rice is on the rise.
It sells in the market at Rs.26 to 27 per maund which price is
definitely going out of the reach of the bulk of the average run

of people. I would, therefore, request the Government to take
SoIh e measnresYso s that; the .price of this essential commodity

may be brought down.

Sir, high price

I have another submission to make, and this is regarding
milk production in our State. I think milk department should
be separated from the Veterinary department and more atten-
tion should be given to the milk production in our State.
There are so many farms but I do not like to dialate upon
them because the less said about;them the better.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
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. After lunch

~ Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : Mr, Speaker,

Sl_r, I thank you so much for allowing me to speak a few
minutes more.

. I will now speak about rehabilitation. The figure shown
in the budget about the displaced families is 1,28,470. 1 think
this figure 1s controvertial. I would request the Government
to see that more careis taken in the coming Census so that
correct figure is available. I also bring to the notice of the
Government that I have been informed that the Statistics
Department has found out that per capita income of the dis-
placed persons is much higher than that of the local people.
I do not understand how it could be. Of course if it is calcu-

lated on the basis of the loans distributed to them then I have
nothing to say.

I would request the Government to set up cottage industries
and also minor and major industries to provide to non-agricul-
turist displaced persons and also the local persons who are
unemployed.

I draw the attention of the Minister-in-charge, Transport
who is not here though, that I have had experience that some
cars which run between Gauhati and Shillong have no hghts:
I have sad experience about this, It seems that no propet
checking is made. 1 have been informed that some of tfhc_
qualified engineers have left the Transport Departmcnll: i(?]ll
inequitous treatment. I have found that C. I. sheets w lscd
are not available for construction of buildings have been uthe
for fencing the Transport office of the Shillong gtattﬁonss SR
cost of which I think may be more than Rs.10 or 1 . Ol({}achal.‘
There is only one route from Silchar to come out of t et s
Dastrict, and that is the hill seciion, and that route 18 noI : Ou%[d
dependable especially during the monsoon tume. So, wmcnt
like this Government to impress upon the Union Gméemd for
so that the air service of Silchar to Gaubatiis resumli!l alré 2
that if subsidy is asked for I think our Government shouid pay
that also.

So far no industry has been encouraged or e.???‘fblwhed nln
Cachar district, it has been said that transport faci 1t1gsdare 1? £
there. I feel that the facilities and atf‘ﬂC’SPhe.r elo 1-11 “1651:1; 8
private investors to come to Cachar for industrial purpose have
not been properly created, The tea industry which is the only
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industry in Cachar is in great danger now. I, as a representa-.
tive of Cachar, should request the Government that they should
think over the cost of manufacturing tea which is high in
Cachar. Keeping that in view if the Assam Carriage Tax and
the West Bengal entry tax_go on I think it will ruin the tea
industry of Cachar. So, I would request the Government to
consider, if possible, to induce the West Bengal Government
to withdraw the entry tax. If they connot then at leastour

Government should pay subsidy or withdraw the carriage tax.

We have heard that a special financial machinery for financing

the tea gardens would be set up by the Government of India.
I would request our Government to press the Government of

India to give this immediate effect.

I would again request the Government that for setting up
in the State, Government should

minor and mojor industries . oule
augment the resources of the Assam Financial Corporation if

necessary floating debentures. I think a review should be made
about the activities of the ‘Assam Financial Corporation to find
out how far the Corporation is able to finance the requirements
of the industries in the State.

About the Barak bridge 1 should like to say that it is still
hanging. I do not know when it will be completed. It has
been said that foreign exchange cannot be arranged. It seems

of materials will

that by the time it wvill be arranged the prices
go up in Germany. I would request the Government to take

up this matter immediately.

I would also likc to point out about the Badarpur-Karim-.
ganj road which is open to Pakistani firing. For an alternative
route I think a proposal has already come to the Government.

ks Department rules may be relaxed

If necessary the Public Wor

to give effect to this proposal.

Another thing to point out is that I think Government
should take steps that all contracts should be made and signed
before 31st December so that the contract works may be taken
up during the winter season.

If the Government like to intensify the work of the Com-
munity Projects then I think a better condition should be:
‘;reated. So, it is not practicable for the Subdivisional Officers
01- Dep}lty Commissioners 10 supervise the work of such projects

r National Extension Service blocks due to multifarious works,
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I would request the Government to have regional officers who
should supervise such works very frequently and instead of keep-
ing those oflicers in Shillong it is better to have them in the
regions. :

In conclusion I thank the Minister concerned for enacting
several legislative measures for land reform and other reforms.
For their implementation I would request the Government to
see so that the experienced officers are sent to the subdivisions
and districts to take up the work eflectively,

With these words I take my seat, Thank you Sir,

Shri NALLINDRA SANGMA : [Dainadubi (Reserved
_for Scheduled Tribes)] Mr. Specaker, Sir, first of alll
would like to offer my thanks to the Hon’ble Finance Minister
for making an interesting speech and for presenting the
Budget before this House. I do mnot have anything to say
so far as the Budget, specially the budget speech is concerned.
| I only want to make an observation regarding the various
developmental schemes which our Government have undertaken
during last few years. Generally what do we find ? Almost
in all cases we find that the schemes which look very good in
paper are not implemented timely and properly. Actually
when a scheme comes to execution stage we hg:ar quite a
different story. It seems that the machinery which is meant for
execution of the schemes is more or leses like a defective Time-
Piece which requires constant shaking because if we are (o get
work to be done, we are required to send reminders aftecxl'
reminders otherwise anything will not be done prOmPtlY 20
properly. I can cite many concrete examples to support my
| statement, but here I am only going to give one or two Instan-
ces. Ido not like to repeat what I spoke in the last budget
session, but necessity compels me to do so. Of course Iam
fully aware that more we hurl criticisms on a department, the
less they will take care to execute the work. First I want‘to
speak about the Forest Department. There are some fOICSiE
roads which are maintained by the Forest Department. Last
year when I was talking about these forest roads I mainly
reterred to the roads from Damra to Mendipathan and from
Damra to Rongjeng. These fair weather roads which pould be
used for trucks and jeeps, but this time they are hardly JceHable.
I do not understand how the roads maintained by the Forest
Department, instead of being improved are quickly  deteriora-
ting.

L ) N

s = AR T s e e e e AT e e e
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_Next, I would like to speak a few words about the Pilot
Projects. I have seen the report about the Pilot Projects:
“These Projects are reported to have created widespread interest
among the tribal people’”. But to speak the truth, I went to
the Pilot Project areas and I havealso gone to the neighbouring
villages and used to ask the people what they knew about this
Pilot Project. But what they said is: It is a (Government
Farm, it is maintained by the Government, we do not know
anything about it”. Actually Pilot Projects arc maintained in
the interest of the public and we ave speaking many things
about these Pilot Projects. But uptil now they have not shown
any concrete work or any concrete scheme by which they can
improve the jhumming cultivation.

One point more about the Forest Department. OFf course
I have many things to s1y so lar as the Forest Department is
concerned in mydistrict. The P. W. D. contractors who are to
construct bridges and buildings are not getting any permit from
the Forest Department in our district and they are to come
always to the District Clouncil, for trees. The District Council
has also their own contractors and they are to keep trees for
them to execute their works.  Exactly what is happening now?
The P. W. D. contractors of our district arc bringing timbers
from Gauhati, Palasbari and Dhubri. Our district also pro-
duce lot of timbers, but these contractors cannot utilise the
Garo Hills timbers for the developmental work of the district
itself and that is why our cost of buildings bridges and houses
isvery high. In order to minimise the cost of constructing the
bridges and buildings. I think, it would be better to give
permit for trees to our P. W. D. contractors.

Regarding P. W. D. I want to speak a few words about the
inter-district road. Theseis a road only 17 miles in length
but it took more than 15 years for the P. W. D. to make it.
Even then five miles more remain to be completed uptil now.
There is another inter-district road which is a vital link for our
district specially from Goalpara to Garo Hills. I would like to
request the Government specially the P. W. D. to give special
care for these roads.

Then I would like to say something about the E and D

Department. In Garo Hills we are very poorin sali paddy -

cultivation land and we require more Jand if we are to abandon
the jhum cultivation, but we find that only one Division is there
for two districts of Goalpara and Garo Hills with its headquar-
ter, at Goalpara. Generally we find that when one is posted to

A
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the plain district he finds it difficult to go up to the hills. But I
do not say that it is so only with our E and D Executive
Engineer, it is a case with everybody and that is why I think
we are not getting proper care and attention from the Depart-
ment. Sir, I would like to request Government to have a separate
division for Garo Hills district, so that the E and D Depart-
ment can concentrate in our district.

Now, I want to come to Education. In the last Budget
Session also I spoke about fee remissions to secondary
schools in the tribal areas. We have also sent many represen-
tations to the authorities. But up till now we have received
free remission for six months only for the years 1956-57 and
1957-58. Actually we were to get this remission for the whole
year, but what we have received from Government covers on]y
six months. For this reason we are facing much diﬂ‘icul.ty in
running our secondary schools smoothly. As for the primary
schools in the Autonomous districts, I would like to request
Government to make more grants available to the District
Councils so that they can open more L. P. Schools 1in the
Autonomous districts. Then, Sir, in every Autonomous dis-
trict I would like to have one district library. Except in
Shillong we have not got any district library in any other
Autonomous district. Another thing I would like to say 1s
about the centrally-sponsored sporting activities. In the hills,
it is very difficult to have playgrounds. So, I would like to
request Government to see to this and give us facilities to have
playgrounds for our boys, so that they may improve in sports as
well as in games.

L

With these few words, I request the Government, CSIc)iCClall)g
the Executive side, to give attention to our problems. Ido no
blame our Ministers because they are also like ourselves, the
representatives of their respective constituencies and are tryﬁng
their utmost to help our people and develop the country. 1111t
in spite of their earnest endeavour the othe_r side, v?z-, ti =
executive side, is not responding and doing their work properiy.

Shrimati PADMAKUMARI GOHAIN (Moran): S
ST qrEien, W2 GTEACs qElw gaizce e g 6 @@mf? ioteF
39a5-b0 BT FEACY (FrATES @4+ IET  [ACEE AFE SaAtgEde eAI% T
FA wFaEg e ffvats wife i€ |
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Shei PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbati
East) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T congratulate the Finance Minister
for his elaborate speech in pl‘eseflting theBudget; BSUMALe fo
the ensuing year and more so becaus¢ itisa surplus onc. ‘The
thanks will be shared equally by his predecessors glie s forthein
ability to spend less and their making the Budget surplus at
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the end of the years. I will speak here only about the physical
Budget and I do not want to go into the psychology behind it.
(_Dn th(_: last occasion I pointed out one matter for the considera-
tion of the House and that was about the expenditure in the
Budget. Certain provisions are made in the Budget
which have to be disbursed regularly but it 1is found
that, and it is the practice of our Government to disburse or
at least to issue sanctioning orders at- the end of the year.
can cite many instances particularly of the Education Depart-
ment where non-recurring grantseare disbursed at the end of
the year, so much so that not to speak of the institutions, Heads
of Department like the D. P. I 11}1(15 it diflicult to draw money
He, in his turn, send the money to the

at the end of the year. : :
Inspectors of Schools and the Inspectors in their turn SEndiiteie
In the last occasion such a grant was drawn

ihe institutions. occasio ‘ 1
on the 30th March but the 1nstitutions _uva,lled of the same only
in October 1938. There is again a certificate to be  given that
the money granted has been utilised for the purpose for which
it was grantcd. It is an absurdity to give a ccmﬁca_tc when
the money is disbursed 1n March. How can they qertlfy that
the money has been utilised for the purpose for which it was
given ? The then Finance M:ms’ger assured tI}&t some
measures will be taken to Spee1d up disbursement of money.
But nothing has been d d now that matter of disburse-

one and
ducational non-recurring grant has pot come out of

Department. I do not

of e

ﬁlinéecretariat not to speak pf the 7 rtment,
i what will be the fate of these grants. There is a lot qf
know :ons made on the Plans-— First and Second. There 18
gisclve nd failure. Unless and until there is self-sufficiency in
SUCCCSIS an afraid any plan will fail to fetch the desired result.
food, 1 & o Minister is good enough to make mention about

There was discussion on the

el of the Third Plan. iscu
in the Nagpur Session. But one

ushering in !
ourse of the Third Plan he :
C o me certain that it is not possible to make a
reforms. If land reforms is not

thing appears X d
thout lan > )
sound plan Wi edly and without proper functioning ol

i ted wholeheart ]
lmplerr:)et:arativcs, success of the Plan is very doubtful one. We
ltrhe gcl‘;rgjught in laws on land reforms but peacemeal which will
Iﬁr help either the landlords or the people.

Sir, we have said 2 lot about co-operation. Now that the
Rescrvc’ Bank of India is guiding the fate of co-operatives, the
ve lost their co-operative character altogether.
ecome the agents of the Reserve

co-operatives ha I

The co-operatives have now B

Ban Gilndial - For disbursement of money the co-operatives
but as it is  co-operatives are

are to be built trom below,
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m‘}PUSCd upon the people. Our Prime Minister in agreement
with the Rural Credit Dept. of the Reserve Bank of India says
that there should be a network -of longersized co-operative
credit in the country. Afterwards the Prime Minister found
that they are no good. Once our Prime Minister has expressed
keenness for co-operative farming but his colleagues could not-
agree with him. In the Nagpur Session it has been said to start
joint farming in preference to> collective farming. Recently in
the Development Council it is decided to have multi-purpose
co-operatives in every panchayat. In 1957-58 the Finance
Minister said that there are 120 farming co-operatives in our
State but there is no mention about the fate of these 120 farming
co-operatives in 1958-59 whether they still exist or they do not
exist. There is no mention whatsoever about thesc farming
co-operatives. There seems to be some confusion in the minds
of the authors of these co-operatives. So let there be a  very
clear conception as to what a co-operative should be, what
kind of co-operation there should be before they want to. make
$0 many experiments with co-operatives. Then Sir, it is- but
meet and proper that there should be farmers’ service co-opera=
tion to enable these farming co-operatives to function Pproper ly
otherwise simply idle talk about these co-operatives will ‘be of
no good. Qur Finance Minister expressed regret for not getting
justice from the Centre in respect of railway line, strengthening
of the Rail Link and lack of the oil refinery. Perhaps this also
holds good in respect of ouf lack of river valley project- in the
State. The question is what steps we are 10 take for securing
Justice from the Centre.

He has also expressed regret at the low level of develop-
ment made in the State till today after independence. But we
fail to find any measure to remove  this low level of develop-
ment.

~Now Sir, the food position is stated to occupy the border
line-it is neither good nor bad according 1o the, Finance
Minister. We have heard Shri Ajit Prasad Jain sometime - ago
said that the food situation has improved but on the: followlgg
day he was saying that the food situation has deteriorated. 90O
also is the case with our State Government as if paper statement
and statistics collected by the Government can change  things
ovemight. = That is why this heavy drain of money f-bf ‘Ignpfort
of food to this country worth about 12,000 crores of rupees after
Independence, that is, during 12 years. There must be some-
thing wrong somewhere. 1 ‘can add here my personal
gxperience. In some villages in my constituency there - arg
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people who have no purchasing capacity even if food is supplied
at lower rate than at present. I have seen with my own eyes
that people in 15 or 20 villages of my area are either starving
or half-starving : they can have only one meal a day, in some
cases only one meal in three days. I can show those people if
the Minister agrees to make an on the spot enquiry. The names
of some of those villages I can cite for ready reference-these are
Dokoba, Borsimalia, Raitkuchi, Raimadha, Jalia, Chaira and
Bunnibari. They are landless but no compensation was-given
to them. Some of these people applied for test relief. work to
find out some work to do but they were not given because
the Revenue Minister said sometime back that distress condition
is not there now. Even local officers have not much time to
enquire into the grievances of the people although the Revenue
Minister in his speech has admitted that such things are
rampant today. ‘The flpal}cc _M1mste_r has also mentioned
about the usefulness of irrigation projects, but the people
concerned expresscd thelr‘opwlmon against the present system. 0

embankment set up by this Embankment and Drainage Depar{:-
ment. People lost their lands a_nd Ehelr holdings as a result
of construction of embankments in 1954 but no compcn_satloll
has yet been given to them. One A.D. C. of Gauhati was
entrusted with the job. But who can take all the trT()gble lliy
leaving his headquarters and going to the village ? Neither e
has interest in the matter. I hc{‘e are lots of persons
who -have been flood affected some few years back, but nothing
has been done to help them, they have rather .been
mercilessly dislodged from the place where they took shelter.

isnal suggestion of the pcople to control the
Pagl;lél;: ?irvg‘ at thg gsourc_c_is not getting any consideration
at the hands of the authorities. 1 am happy that the F tnaﬂ;c
Minister has in his speech mentioned about the lot of the
tea garden labourers thrown out of_ employment. I w15d
there were practical measurcs for their employment suggest
in the Budget. Tea garden labourers form only 15 to 20
per-cent of the total population. There are unemployment
among peasantry also which forms the majority of the popu-
lation and there is 1o rfr_lentxon 1about ;:he I::J.t cif' ;;hesc pe;;;ll:é
: i blem of unemployment particalarly among ©
Can this great pro i c{: gitogethe_:r dealarly ericiul

: d youth be ¢ :
;g;: :ﬁ: C;:gb]zm of unemployment 1n the entire State, Nal-
bari alone is responsible for . the highest unemployment.

said in the last Budget Session that the number is not less
than 15000 in Nalbari area alone. The problem of the peo-
ple of areas like Uperbhag Mouza and some two or three
other Mauzas is very serious. There most of the people hold

—
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5 to 6 lechas of land which can be compared to the most
densely populated countries like Japan. The problem has
been seen by our Finance Minister about 20 years back, by
Shri Siddhinath Sarma, by Shri Bishnuram Medhi, the then
Chief Minister and other Ministers, but uptill now nothing
has been done to solve the problem of landlessness
and unemployment. The problem of unemployment in
the Nalbari area is so alarming not only to the peo-
‘e of a particular area of the State but to the whole
tate. ~Are these wretched people not entitled to any appro-
Erlate help from the Government ? This has been spoken and
as been appreciated by the Chief Minister Shri Chaliha, by the
Planning and Development Minister, Shri Tripathy, by
Mr. Hazarika, the Cottage Industries Minister and they were
requested to sce if anything could be done to ameliorate their
condition, but I am sorry these distressed people were never
favoured with anything from the Government. I would like
to point out that this unemployment problem will create
havoc in this State. Unless measures are adopted to meet
the situation, I am afraid these people will take recourse to such
measures which half starved people generally take. I hope
t}}e Chief Minister and the Finance Minister Mfill find time to
visit those places and study their problem. Sir the proposal
to establish an Agriculture school for training the peasants in
Intensive cultivation like Japanese method of cultivation also
need be considered by Government. In respect of Agricul-
ture—for production of more food in the State, the Finance
Minister regretted that Government machinery 18 outda ed
and outmoded which was established by Britishers. But 1n
practice it is found that even then there were very able Ofﬁd'
cers during the British Regime who knew their job well an L
were very conscientious. For instance I can cite the name O
late Satyendra Nath Dutta, Inspector who later bccamlt:
Deputy Director of Agriculture. He not only knew every not})l
and corner of the district, but also he knew the habits of the
people. In place of one Inspector, we now find one Inspec-
tor, one Assistant Inspector, then Demonstrators, Subdivi-
sional Agriculture Officer and many other Officers. I_IIO“'.;
many of them can now claim to know their job PFOPE" Yl :
Even with the higher salaries as proposed, it will only Ctﬁe
case of favouritism. The quality of work will remain the
“same and may even deteriorate. I have seen the G radation
List of the officers which will prove beyond doubt innumera-
ble cases of favouritism. So also is the case in respect of
Education Department. In view of the increased number of
educational institutions it has been proposed to increase the
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strength of the Directorate and Inspecting section, but inspite
of this, we have seen the efficiency of the Department has
not increased at all. We have seen even one institution  is

not thoroughly inspected in a year. We have seen the

Officer p oceeding to inspecting Sarthebari School, visit th?
Nalbari High School and inspect that school and that is also
for a couple of hours. Similarly some other schools are ‘visited
only for one hour or so. \What sort of inspection is this?
We know how the late lamented Mr. Cunningham and our
late lamented Sarat Chandra Goswami used to inspect the
Educational Institutions. They even used to discuss the difficul-
ties. of the teachers and looked after the affairs regarding the
management of the Institutions. That set things right and
that also made the neighbouring schools alert. Then we find
our Inspectors and others are busy in Conferences and Seme
nars and the rest of the time they are confined in their
works in the Office which could be managed by the
Head Assistants or even by the Assistants. I doubt if they
can spend even 10 days outside in a month. Why some
conditional utilisations cannot be thoroughly inspected?
we take the case of Kamrup district, we find the Officers are
busy at headquarters and pay less attention to the lesser
important parts of the district. Unless the Officers are com-
pelled to contact the villagers, matters will not improve.
think it will be better if Government transfer some of ‘the
headquarters of the Departments to interior places.

Therc are other matters, Sir, I think we will find scope
to discuss when the Budget demand is voted. I would like
to request Government to consider at least some of the mattefs
which we think need very serious attention of Goverment.

Thank you, Sir.

Shri. KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY |[North Lakh-
impur (Reserved _for Scheduled Tribes)] A 9407
Tceten, WA e TEl SledmE 47 s fidw qweb wife 4R o
it e wifecsi e FiEet {Ffidie Swwar s wEed 9 TN
eifer wifes wRCo—oia FT3 2[ACTE AR TAIG | TAE ANG qg Fde
ow it 7 2R Stts B oAas <ws w#fE fifate wishy Des Gl
wfom cEfRAwa Fi0E AT AfRds Ta gden 7 gr w16 atatfpa
i fwen g v T COIAS Wi A qAvad oHT T 9t 312eq
St smiet Atz A | AMECECT ez cata wieats epee 9t wiEta
Afre 1 e @t AT W weiSfia W oz wishisy R4 affs 2w
St c4fsawr caria =ifa® Za7 8iffs oot =iE | (BT wifds iR
e cwd fEAlwa @A Ad AR AT SIS ariE sewim g1 59 A

e e - =
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Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the budget which was pres:ented by the hc_n;l.
Finance Minister is not a very encouraging one ?nd w"-t
this budget we cannot expect that there will be develqpmﬁfl;l
in the State. This budget has given importance LOFIIE
industrial development of the State and not m other important
subjects. But, if we look to the development 1n industries
alone, what do we find? A licence for a jute mill w}?s
given to a company several years back but. uptil now. the
jute mill has not been built or has been in operation. It is
the bounden duty of the Government to cancel this licence
with immediate effect, if the Government Js really Keen on
having a jute mill in Assam, In Assam jute -_produo'tronr is
so big that Assam can have more than onc jute mill and
for want of this mill our people and Government, are su fier-
ing loss of money and trouble.- In fact, 1n Assam in 1957-58
jute was cultivated in an area of 3,49,300 acres and 10,94,116
bales of jute were produced. This 1s a huge amount for
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which at least one mill is essentially necessary for Assam.
And that is why I urge upon the Government to move the
Central Government about starting a Jute Mill in Assam.
Again, about Co ton Mill, therc is the same story also.
A licence was glven to some party and that party has not
yet been able to start the Cotton Mill in Assam. I, there-
fore, urge upon the Governmenti to cancel the license given
to that party for starting a Cotton Mill in Assam. We are
producing cotton to a grcat cxtent and in 1957-58, cotton
was grown in 34,000 acres of land and the produc ion came
to 8,249 bales. With this huge quantity of cotton we can
have a Cotton Mill and a Spinning Mill in our country and
if we can have finished goods in our country, we can export
With regard to Sugar Mill. we

B sdine and_ earn moncy. _ . |
he Government that Govcrnment 15 going

: nt from t

?oavgt;iir another Sugar Mill in the State. But we don’t
know when will they start it. We produce sugar-cancs
in' abundance and I 1956 57 we produced between
64.150 tons to 66,625 tons altogether. With this quantity
wc; can have not only morc than onc Sugar Mill but many
sUhL SNLIls sin® Assaml and Government should press upon
the Central Government for starting more 1Sugar Mills 1n
Assam and that this venture be taken up by Government and
not by a private party. If we can ind a suitable private
party well and good. But_li_"_‘h_ls cannot be found, then
GDVCI"’Hant should take the initiative In this connection also.
Regarding Paper Mill also, uptil now we have not been able
to do anything in this connéction. “In Lamsakhang in the
Mikir Hills oné pPaper Factory 1s going to be started but
besides, we can_ have several Paper Mills in Assam. We

> Jucing about 13 lakh tons of bamboo and in the
iz? PrOM_ lIs we can produce about 9 lakh tons of bamboo.
Begges blambOO, in our country we have got ekra and other
raw materials out of these also we can produce paper. |

have soft wood out of which also we can
we have 90,000 tons of soft wood

Then we also Y A
produce paper- I e A h o ; S ]

an also have 60 la h cft.of pine per year. With
annually. We ¢E0 an have not only one Paper Mill in

ity we ¢

e than one. Than Sir, out ofour timber, wé

sleepers. At present though we ar€
(ill these are mnot sufficient. We can
Drodiicer more.: In Assam. we have got good timbers like
Halong. Hollokh, Sal, Markai, etc., out .o_f which we can
ve more sleepers and these can be utilised not only in
sam but also can be exported to other parts of India and
arn money and develop our State, Be-

;3.‘! that way we can €
ides this, we an also produce ftca chests, It Is estimated

T

this huge quant
Assam but mor
can produce railway
producing sleepers, 2
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that we have sufficient timbers for producing tea chests but
could not produce tea chests sufficiently to requirement.
I therefore, urge upon Government to produce more tea
chests in Assam and more encouragement should be given by
the Government for establishing Saw Mills and Paper Mills.
If this intiative is taken by Government, I believe our re-
scurces can be fully utilised. .

Sir, one hindrance to the development of our country is
transport and wunless and until transport system is improved
there can never be any progress in Assam and that is why
I say that Government should have given more importance
for the improvement of transport in our country. But our
Budget which was presented here is a very sad Budget be-
cause it does not give more importance tothe development of
transport. Coming to the Railway System, since Independence
not a single inch of railway line has been developed in
Assam. But we are in great need for Railway system. We
want a Railway system upto the Garo Hills from Gauhati upto
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and if possible, upto Shillong. We
also want a Railway system up to North East Frontier Agency
because we have sufficient raw materials in these areas and
from these raw materials we can produce many gcods.
Thatis why Government should give more importance to the
Railway transport but Sir, it is a sad thing that since the start-
ting of a Railway Zone at Pandu we have not seen any
more development of Railway transport in our State. Now we
are suffering due to ‘this and I can cite instances. When the
Railway Headquarters were in Gorakhpur, we 1n ‘Goalpara
and Kamrup Districts used to bave more facilities of train journey
but since the Headquarters were brought to Pandu we are ex-
periencing great difficulties. You will be surpn_segl to hhear 'Eihat
we don’t have a single train to go to Gauhafi m the "‘iY
time but we have to travel always by night trains. Formerly

Assam link Express trains used to stop at Sa?bhog,Bijni, Na_lbari,
Tihu and such places but since the starting of the%lgélvgjz
i

Headquarters at Pandu the pesition is no more so. s 2
sad thing. Assam link express trains no more stop at Bijni,
Sarbhog, Tihu, Nalbari. Besides, tickets are sold for a
distance of 100 miles. If we .want to go from Barpeta to
Gauhati we cannot get a ticket for these two places but have
to buy a ticket of 100 miles. Moreover, if som-e]:;{obwaanFs
to go to Rangia from Gauhati he will not get 2 tlé, 517 hn this
connection, I met the General Manager at Pandu who told
me that it was difficult to do anything and ihat the Link Ex-
press train is meant for distant passengers only. I therefore
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urge upon the! Government t» recommend to the Central
Gavernment to abolish the stoppzgesin Assam. Let there be
only the stoppages at Katihar and let there be a direct train
to Amingaon. Ifnot I also urgs upon Government to press
the Central Government for stopping the Link Express in
stations such as Bijni, Sorbhog, Nalb.uri, Tihu, etc. We had
expected that we would have more facilities of train service
and to get more accommodation. But instead, to day we are
having more congestion in the train. We don’t get the facilities
and we don’t get ticke's even. These are the difficulties and
we are going on under these difficulties at present. That is
why I urge upon the Government to see that the railway
transport is devcloped immediately in this State.  Besides
Railway, another important is river. At . present the Joint
Steamer Company is the only Company which run this trans-
port efficiently. So besides this Company, we want to have
more Companies to supply the required number of boats
and steamers in ourrivers. Pandu should also be developed
into a River Port. In Assam, we don’t have any River
Port and that is why I urge upon the Government to recom-
mend to the Central Government to start a port at Pandu.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is new 4 O’clock and if the hon.
Member is so inclined, he may resume his speech tomorrow.

\

Adjournment

The Assembly was than adjourned till 10 a.M. on Tuesday,
the 17th March, 1959.

R.N. BARUA,
Shillong, Secretary, Assam
The 10th Septerrber, 1960. Legislative Assembly.
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