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Proceedings of the Fifth Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second
General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constity.
tion  of Indiag

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A. . on Wednesday, the 18th March, 1959

PR ESENT
Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.4., L.L.B., Speaker in the Chair,
seven  Ministers, four Deputy Ministers and. seventy-three
Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS .

(To which oral answers were given)

ies and functions of the Magistrate-in-charge of
Distiee Nalbari Criminal Court

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari West) asked :
#26. Will the Minister-in-ch

arge of Judicial be pleased to
state—

(@)  Whether Government is aware that the Magi-
: strate-in-charge of Nalbay Criminal Court in
the district of Kamrup has to perform not only

the Judicial matters, but also multifarious
executive works,

license, checking ¢
tion and  allotment = of supply  materials, like
Riccar) Cement, Iron, Gorrugated Iro

etc.

(0) Whether Government s aware  that he is to
devote extra energy and time for executive
works ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that.

: 1o special allowance is
granted to him for his

€xecutive work ?
(d)  Whether reépresentation h

€ as been  given by the
Magistrate concerned for

an extra allowance ?
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister,
replied :

Judicial)
26. (a)—VYes,
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(b)—An officer is expected to do the work given to
him by making suitable adjustment of the time at his disposal
and the total volume of work. Moreover, an additional officer

has been posted at Nalbari to give some relief to the Magistrate-
in-charge.

(¢)—No special allowance is given to any Magistrate
for doing executive work, but the Magistrate-in-charge ol Nal-
bari Court gets either free quarters or a house-rent allowance of
Rs.40 per month as a special case.

(d)—Yes, as already stated, he gets either free quarters
or a house-rent allowance of Rs.40 per month.

Encroachment by people of Mizo Hills District on the
Southern part of Karirnganj Subdivision

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] asked:

#97, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether he is aware or received reports to the
eﬂ_"ect_ that some people from the Mizo Hills
District area have encroached a portion of the
southern part of the Karimganj Subdivision
extended upto Medly Charra and that they are
Etlhsmg the encroached area for the purpose of

Jhum” cultivation ?

(b) V\{(!}lﬁth&r itis a fact that the encroachers are
2 1eat§111ng and driving away the Karimganj
orest Range Contractors and employees while

thﬁ ro .
rati{)g ?Ceed up to the area for only legal ope-

(¢) Whether Go
vernment has yet taken or propose

to take an 1
y measure against su - 3
occupati > g ch un-authorised

d

(4) V\;ie;hdegtthe State Government of Assam keep
fp Owingail];:g glcl)rvegec! maF ahnd boundary pillars
_ undaries of the Mi Hill
the Cachar Hills District ? e
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(¢) If so, on the hasis of the said map why in spite of
being settled up the dispute by demarcating the
boundaries by fixing pillars such an unhappy

state of affairs is so long being allowed to
continue ?

(/) Will Government take any early action for

ing up the dispute which is undesirable t
people of both the districts ?

settl-
o the

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

27. (a)—Yes.
(b)—No such complaints have been received.

(¢)—In 1958, a few persons from Mizo Hills came
down and cultivated some lands in the Forest Reserve as they
apprehended a famine due to ©Mautang” (flowering of bam-
boos) in the Mizo Hills. They were allowed to cultivate for
onec year. This year the Mizo Hills District Council again
requested Government to extend the permission for another
year in view of the threatened “Mautang” in the Hills,
Government have extended the term of occupation by another
year.

(d)—Yes.
(e)—As stated at ().

(/ )—Thereis no dispute.

Shri CHATRASING TERON

[Mikir Hills West (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : st (

Are they Mizo people ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Yes,

i mostly. Some are
Rihangs also.

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : Is it a
fact that such things are going on in South Hailakandi also ?

Shri TARESWAR DAS : I have no information.,
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~Maintenance of a General Register (G-R) at Barama,
Nalbari and Tamulpur police stations

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked:

%28, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government has lately received re-
presentation from the Lawyer Association,
Nalbari and from the Questioner that for the
better interest of the litigant public of Barama,
Nalbari and Tamulpur police station, a General
Register (G-R) be maintained ?

(b) Whether Government is aware that the police
of Barama and Nalbari do not produce the
arrested persons before the nearest Magistrate,
Nalbari and take them to Gauhati which jg at
a distance of about 30 to 50 miles on the
ground that there is no G-R at Nalbari ?

(¢) If so, whether Government are aware that the
action of local police is tantamount to violation
of Sections 60 and 61 of the Crimina] Pro-
cedure Code ? :

(d) If the reply to (¢) above is in " the affirmative,
what steps Government propose to take to the
matter ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED

Minist ;
for Chief Minister) replied : ( ster, Finance

28. (a)—Yes.
(b)——Yes,
(¢)—No.

(d)—Does not arise,

A
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Accommeodation of Sadiya Government High School in
a dilapidated building

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA Saikhowa) asked ;

*29. Will the Minister-in-ch

arge of Education be pleased to
state—

(¢j Whether it is a fact that the Sadiya Govern-
ment High School s accommodated in g
dilapidated building constructed with bamboo
and thatch since the erosion of the former

pucca building by the river Dibang in the
year 1953-54 ?

) Whether it is 2 fact that the hostel of this

Government High School is also accommodat-
ed in a dilapidated building ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that A student residing in

the hostel died in  the year 1957-58 ‘due to
the collapse of the hostel building ?

(d) Whether Government is aware that the then
Deputy Minister, Education committed in this
Assembly in the Budget Session 1957 in reply
to a question of the questioner that the
building of the Sadiya Government High

School would be Constructed as soon as possi-
ble ?

() Whether it is a fact that no financial sanction
was given for this Purpose during the finan-

cial year 1957-58 or 1958-59 »?
AM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied :
29. (a)—Yes, in a temporary building.

(b)—~Yes, but a sum of Rs.9,840 was

sanctioned

during 1957-58 for construction of hostel building. ;
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Yes.

(()—No. A sum of Rs.19,560 was sanctioned for
repair of school and hostel buildings during 1957-58,
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Shri DEVENDRA 'NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Is it a fact that there is no other Government high school in
Assam except Sadiya which is housed in a bamboo and thatch

building for such a long period ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister,
Education) : So money has been sanctioned for the hostel
and also for repair the school building.

Mr. SPEAKER : His question was very simple. Is
there any other Government high school which is housed in a

thatch building ?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: No, Sir.

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) : 5>5¢0 b5 a1
wifgears D, P. I @ fafazE @fenm «wim ga4a AR w3 stagd

esltoea P
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : I have no information,

Shri DEBESWAR SARMA (Minister, Education):
zx, 4919 ol | :

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA : 7 9533, 72 =i+ “ltai ?

My, SPEAKER : The hon. Member wanted to know
whether anybody visited Sadiya since 1950. The Hon’ple
Minister said that he once visited Sadiya and it is presumed
that was in his eapacity as a Minister. S

~ Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : No, Sir, I was not a
Minister then. (laughter in the House).

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA : D. P. I. tsiteta =
wifm 4 fEee | AL

Mr. SPEAKER : He said that he had no information

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakean:
With I‘Cgard to (g), may I know w_hcther Govermgqr:tasa%]t?ilo)n:
ed any compensation o the guardian of the boy who died due

to coliapse of hostel building.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: So far as I remember

some compensation Was sanctioned.
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31
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Has any com-

pensation been paid to the family of the deceased, i.e., the boy
who died dus to collapse of the thaich of building ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-

tion): I cannot exacily say now what amount was s

sanctioned
or when it was sanctioned. But

» as I said, so far I remember
some compensation was sanetioned.,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
With regard to ‘e), may I know why no provision has becn
made for construction of the Sadiya High Schocl building in the

next years’s budget also in spite of the assurance given in this
House in 1957 ?

Shri RADHIKH RAM_ DAS: The plans and estimates
which were previously submitted have been revised again by
the Executive Engineer and the

. Supcrintending Engineer. The
revised plans and estimates have not yet been sent to us.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Is it . fact
that this is the only Government high school in Assam which
no officer of the Education Department inspected during a
period of miore than 10 years ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The H

i > Hon’ble Deputy Minister said he
wanted notice, when questior

1 was put by Mrs Sengupta.

Shri LILA KANTA BORA (Kaliabar): May I know
whether the thatch _l_1ostel bullding is still there and the stu-
dents are living therein,

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS. The students are living in
a temporary building because construction. work has not coms
menced as yet.

Shri LILA KANTA BORA.:

AT My question was whether
they are still living in the same house ;

Sy

°

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS:

Shai NILN_IONI BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): In view
of fact that Sadiya is threatend by €rosion, and the whole town
is still In a unstable condition,

tah is it advisable to construct any
Government building there now ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion): That matter is being examined whether it can be

constructed there.
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Is it not a fact that a new township is growing and many

Government buildings are under construction and the Govern-
ment high school is also proposed to be constructed in the

township ? ;
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Yes, Sir,
Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): Is the present

hostel building in a safe condition so that it may not collapse-

again causing death of any other student ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The hostel building has
been constructed as yet ?

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS: Is it safe for students to
remain there ? '

Mr. SPEAKER: He said that the house had collapsed and
evidently nobody can live in a collapsed house.

High English School in Chandakuchi Village of Mauza
Bahjani, Gauhati Subdivision

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari West) asked :

#30. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that a High
English School has been started at village
Chandakuchi of Mauza Bahjani under Gauhati
Subdivision by the villagers themselves ?

(b)) Whether Government is aware that the number
of students and teachers working there is more
than the required standard in a High School ?

(¢) Whether it is also a fact that the percentage of
Matriculation result during the period of 2 t¢ 3
years is satisfactory ?
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(d) Whether Government is aware that the University
of Gauhati sent a note to the Director of Public

Instructions requesting him to furnish a detailed
report about the School ?

(¢) 1Ifso, when ?
(/) Whether the report has been submitted ?

(g) If not, why not ?

(k) Whether it is a fact that the Inspector of Schools,
Shri D. N. Gogoi, submitted a report to the

Government with his opinion that the School,
Is not necessary at Chandakuchj ?

(1) Whether it is alsoa fact that the leading people

of the locality gave representation to the Govern-
ment challenging this report ?

() Whetl_ler Government ordered for enquiry on
receipt of the said representation ?

(k) If so, whether any enquiry has been made ?

() If the reply to
enquired an
report ?

(k) above is in the affirmative, who
d when and what is the enquiry

(m) If the reply to (&
are the reasons
the matter ?

) above is in the negative ; what
tor not making an enquiry into

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
ﬁon) replied 2

30.- (a)—Yes.
(b) & (¢)—Up-to-date information are being collected.
(d)—Yes.
(¢)—On 8th October, 1956.
(f)—Yes.
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(g)—Does not arise.

. (k)—Yes. Since one High School, (viz., Gopalthan
Polytechnic) exists in the neighbourhood, another High School
was not thought necessary till such time when two schools in

the same locality can thrive without unhealthy competition.
(i{)—No representation has been received.
(j)—Does not arise.
(k)—Does not arise.
({)—Does not arise.
(m)—Does not arise.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Pamery): Isit a fact that
several representations have been given from that locally to
the various departments? The information which has been
given by the Hon’ble Minister is that no representation been
given. So far as my information goes.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, Order. The purpose of asking
questions in this House is to elicit information from the Govern-
ment and not to give information to the Government. If the
hon. Member wants to give information to the Govern-
ment, there are other procedures and devises for that,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUDHURY (Nalbari-
East): Whether itis a fact that several representations have
been given from school ?

. Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion): A petition has been submitted for taking up the school.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHAUHDURY: Two
schools have been started there. Do Government Propose to

stop the unhealthy competition by amalgamating these two
schools ?

! hStllri RADHIKARAM DAS: Government is trying to
o that.

Shri HIRALAL _PATWARY: May I know from Go-
vernmert whether this Chandakuchi school is more important

than the Gopalthan school ?
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Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) : I cannot say that.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : Is it a fact that Gopalthan
school has been supportqd by one Congress member and that
why it is receiving attention of the Government ?

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS:. The Gopalthan school has
been in existence since a long time, It came into existence
long before the otherschool was started.

East) : Are Government aware that enrolment of Chan.
dakuchi school is more than that of Gopalthan Polytechnic ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : No.

Using of a house belonging to one Dr. K. Choudhury by
the State Transport Department on rental basis

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) askeq -

*31. Will the Minister-in-

charge of Transport be pleased
to state—

(6) If so, on what terms the house wag taken ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the house in question was
built with loans advanced by Government under
the small income group Housing Scheme ?

(d) Whether itis a fact that the owner has neither
€en paid any rent nor he is given vacant pos-

Session of the house for his own use in spite of
reminders ?
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replied:

31. (a)—Yes.
(b))—On a rental basis of Rs.270 per month.
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—The rent was paid to the owner upto January,
1959. Vacant possession of the house will be given to the owner
when an alternative house is available.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) : Isitnot a
fact that such a house built with loan advanced by Govern-
ment cannot be allowed on hire ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Yes, Sir, but under
exceptional circumstances this house was allowed to be given
on hire.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Isit nota fact that
one of the primary conditions is that a house built with loan
from Government cannot be allowed to be let out ?

Capt. WiLLIAMSON A, SANGMA: 1 replied already

that in exceptional circumstances such a house can be rented by
the loaner.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): TIsit

a fact that Government acquired a plot of land for transport
office at Gauhati ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: I want notice of
this question, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Thisis
a separate question about this matter, I know about it because
I have drafted a reply and shall have to reply to it.

W 2 , B
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Co-operative Sugar Mill at Dergaon

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :

80. Will the Minister of Co-operative be pleased to state—
(@) Who are the Officers of the Co-operative Sugar
Mill at Dergaon and what is their pay scale ?

(b)) Whether Government have any control in the

management and running of the mill and if so,
what is the nature of that control ?

(¢) How much money the officers have spent on tour-
g ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that some officers
kept in Calcutta for
who are these officer

have been
training purpose and if so,
s and what is that training ?

(¢) How much sugar has b

een crushed up-till now and
what is the re

quirecment of the Mill for the

year ?
(/) Whatisthe price at which sugarcane is being
purchased ?
Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-ope-
ration) replied:

80. (a)—List of Officers is placed on the Library Table.

(Please see library register No. S 71)

(b)—Government do

10 not exercise
the management of the Mill.

direct control over

_ But indirectly the -control is
exercised through Government’s Iepresentatives in the Board of
Directors. The Mill being a  Co-operative Society, its working

is under scrutiny of Co-operative Department,

(¢)—Rupees 5,48,9:01 nP. during 1958-59.
(d)—No.
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(¢)—Mill has produced thirty-two thousand eight hun-
dred and twenty-one maunds of sugar by crushing a little over
four lakh maunds of sugarcane from the date of start, 7.e., from
8th December, 1958 to 1st March, i959. The Mill will require
about twenty-six lakh maunds of sugarcane in its crushing

season.

( f )—Sugarcane is being purchased at Rs.1'44 nP. per
maund at mill gate and at Rs.1'3] nP. per maund at the field,
which has been fixed by Government of India.

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Digboi):
qiEa -4 TAFE  FEATd frafie it g e @wm fam TR
sfad czeg 4fF BITIE gitaes P

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Co-
operation): Out of which question does it arise ?

Mr. SPEAKER: It arises out of question (¢), viz., “how
much sugar has been crushed up-till-now and what is the
requirement of the mill for the year ?* His point is there

was a shortage of sugarcane.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Government are fully aware
of this and have taken necessary steps in the matter.

Shri NARE};IDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) : Is it
a fact that even il more sugarcane as produced in viilages it
cannot be taken to the mill for want of roads ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The same questi

- = estion as t b
Shri_ DWIJES? dctiandGm Deb  Sarma ac111d the Iz\;n. Iil)leput¥
Minister replic at Government was aware of these difficul-

ties.-
shri RAMNATH DAg [D
7 2 ergaon Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)|: Whep Government iS(aWaerof these

jes, may I t i
lties, may ake it that Government will take speedy

diﬂ.icuf constructio £
action 10T 1 ob those roads ?

i BISWADEV
; Shr1 SARMA: So we have already taken
actlon- ;

shri RAMNATH SAR 5 '
f), oo what basis this price 11:1 g‘xécll‘ l_plm‘hng): With regard to
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, _ Co-
operation): This price is fixed as I have already said by

Government of India taking into account the cost of transport
and cost of production.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Will
Government reduce the cost of transport ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Yes, we are taking action.

Cases of dacoity with murders in the Jurisdiction of
Lakhipur Police Station

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY (Lakhipur) asked:

81l. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government aware that there have been

several cases of dacoity with murders in the

jurisdiction of Lakhipur Police Station in Cachar
during some monthsg past ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that the miscreants could not yet

have been apprehended and their nefarious
activities are stil] continuing ?

(¢) If so, whether Government haye directed the police
to take vigorous ncasures to root out the
menace and restore confidence in the area ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
repllCd:

81. (a)—No. Only one dacoity with murder was committed
on 18th January 1959 within

: ; the jurisdiction of Lakhipur
Police Station during last two/three ~ years,

(6) & (_c)—-T}venty local  criminals from the juris-
diction of Sonai Police Station w.

R ¢ €re arrested on reasonable
suspicion and were detained in jail, Investigation is Proceed-
ing.

as vigorous efforts have been
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Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon): With regard to
(2), are Government aware that in mostof the Police Stations...

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order. In an unstarre i question
. the hon. Member will have to confine himself to the subject-
matter of the question itself.

Filling up of the posts of Lower Division Assistants
in different District Motor Vehicles Offices

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

82. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased. to

state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Transport Commissioner
invited applications from candidates to fill
up about 30 posts of Lower Division Assistants
in different District Motor Vehicles- Offices of
the State and conduct test examination in
different centres for final selection of candi-
dates ?

(b)) Whether the Minister will be pleased to ascertain
as to whether the appointments were made on
merit of the test examination held for the
purpose ?

(¢) If not, what was the use of holding the test.

examination ?

(d) W};:;I:l tc'iid the Transport Commissioner Teceive
andc 1ohn from the Government for the posts
when the posts were filled up ?

¢) What . :
() l;iy atﬁmu%t of Travelling Allowance was drawn
e}~:ar1-1ie Transport Commissioner for holding
cen nation ‘of the candidates in different

tres ?

(f) V\g]l;tllierfit is a fact that this procedure of appoint-
s Oh Lower Division Assistants in the said
s has not been followed in Cachar ?

(g) le)?th%.acilga iS] a fact that the D. T. O.
= r has been entrusted i t
appointments inn that district ? LA
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() If so, what are the reasons for' this discrimination ?

- (z) Whether it is a fact that Lower Division Assistants
for Garo Hills Office have been  picked up
from Cachar or North Lakhimpur and thus

the Assistants concerned are put to great
hardships ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port) replied:

82. (a)—VYes.

(8) & (c)——Th; appointments were made taking into
consideration the merit-cum-previous experience,
(d)—The sanction to the creation of the additional

pests was received by Transport Commissioner, in May 1958
and the posts were filled up in December, 1958.

(¢)—The amount of Travel

ling Allowance and Dear-
ness Allowance drawn by Trans

port Commissioner is ag
under. '

Rs. a. p.

Travelling Allowance 64 0 0

Dearness Allowance 47 4 9

Total o 111 4 o

S )—No. The same Procedure of appointment was
followed in GCachar also. The

s D. T., O. Cachar held
the examination on behalf of Tra

: nsport Commissioner as
he could not go there owing to unavoidable circumstances,

(s)—No. The appointments were made by the
State Transport Commissioner,

(2)—Does not arise.

(1)—One Assistant was selected from Clachar District
as there was no applicant from Garo Hills.
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Defective .condition .of large number of State Buses

Dl' 'GHANASYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] asked:

83. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to
state—

/(a) ‘Whether Government are aware that large number
of State Buses which run in the plain routes
are in defective condition and as a result there
are frequent brecakdown in the lines ?

-(b) *Whether the ‘Government will be pleased to take
-necessary steps to have these defects removed at
-i".n e‘*‘PﬂY date and place good vehicles in the

ines '

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the buses
generally do not run at scheduled timings
particularly in the routes from Gauhati to
‘Goalpara ?

(d) Whether Government will be pleased to see that
buses run regularly ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Transport Minis-
ter) replied:

‘83. hﬁa) fN‘l-’;- However, mechanical trouble arising from
the machine In the process of operation leading to breakdown,
cannot be altogether avoided.

(b)—An); defect  developi i hi

s ny di eloping in the vehicles during
operation if promptly attended to. Old vehicles are also replaced
by new vehicles in phases from time to time.

(ﬂ)——Ste‘ s ha _ :
trips on this roulI:_) ve already been taken  to | avoid delayed

(d)—Yes.
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Departmental proceedings drawn  agaiiist tHe Enforce.
ment Inspector, Gauhati.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

84. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport he pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Départmental proceedings
were drawn up against the Enforcement
Inspector, Gauhati on somie allegations ?

(b) When such proceedings were dfawn up ?
(c) Whether the investigations have been' completed ?

(d) How many dates were fixed for hearing of the
case ? :

(¢) Whether it is a fact that every time tHe hearing has
been adjourned ?

(f) What amount.of T. A:.has:so far been: drawn- by
the Officer concerned till now in connection!
with the hearing of the Proceedings of the case ?

(g) Whatis the cause for 5o much delay in Al
8 the departmental proceedin g5 of 3{13 cast: E:)osmg

ter) replied:

84. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The proceedings were drawn 5t
— on 25th February,
(c)—Yes.
(d)—Eight,
(6)—No.

(/)—Rupees 21825 np.

: (&) —All witnesses were not available at a time. Tlis
explains the delay,
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Police Out Post at Kakapathar Bazar
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked:
85. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the public of Kakapa-
thar area have been moving the authorities
for a Police Out Post at Kakapathar Bazar ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that this place is about 12
miles from Doom Dooma to the nearest Police
Station or Out Post?

(¢) Whether Government propose to open a Police
Out Post there with immediate effect?

ﬁs(lin'i BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
Ire ed :
5 85. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes.

: (c)—A proposal for establishment of a temporary
Police Out Post at Kakapathar is now under consideration of
Government.

Shri DEVENDRANATH HAZARIKA : Regarding
answer (c), when can we expect a decision on the

- proposal ? -
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance):
After all informations' necessary for this are available.
' Urban Housing Colony at Barpeta Town
Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked:
86. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there is a proposal for making a refugee
colony at Barpeta Town?

(6) If so, when this work will be started?

(¢) If not, whether Government pr. i
- the rmatterd propose to consider
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied : '

80. (a)—There is a proposal for the establishment of an
Urban Housing Colony at Barpeta Town.

(b)—As soon as the land will be available and the
sanction of the Government of India is received.

(¢)—As stated above, the matter is under the active
consideration of Government.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog): With

regard to (b), what is the exact date when the work will be
started ? :

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister,
Finance): It may be considered next year,

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for
Schedule Castes)]: May I  know from the Hon’ble

Minister since when this proposal is under consideration of
Government ? :

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): It is
pending from September, 1958,

Artificial Insemination Centre at Tihu

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

87.—(a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary Depart-
ment be pleased to refer to the replies given to unstarred ques-
tion No.640(b)—(g) asked by Questioner on 24th April, 1958
and state whether Government Propose to implement the

assurance for opening of an Artificial Insemination Cenire at
Tihu ?

[Pathacharkuchi

(b) Ifso, when ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

(d) Whether top priority will be given to open Artifi-
cial Centre at Tihu, _
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary) replied :

87. (a)—VYes, steps have already been taken to establish one
Artificial Insemination Centre at Tihu during 1959-60. For

this purpose the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Tihu has been
specially trained in Artificial Insemination works.

(h)—(¢)—In view of above, do not arise.

(d)—Priority has been accorded, but it will not be
ossible to establish a full-fledged Artificial Insemination Centre

during the Second Five Year Plan because due to foreign ex-

change difficulties, refrigerators and other essential equipments
are not obtainable. Notwithstanding this, steps are being
taken to start Artificial Insemination work during 1959-60, as

stated above.
Paddy husking Machine

dshri’ TAJAMMUL ALI BARLASKAR (Udarband)
asked :

88. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to
state.—

() What is the plan and principle to be adopted by
Government regarding the installation of paddy
husking machine ?

() What action has been taken by Government for
the husking machines already installed ?

(¢) ththc; the Government is aware that many new
husking machines are going to be installed in the
District of Cachar ?

(d) Ifso, what steps are proposed to be taken by Gov-
ernment regarding these newly installed husking
machines ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

88. (a)—According to the declared Policy of Government,

no new rice mill or Power-driven husking machine is allowed
to be installed in the State.

(b)—The rice mills or husking machines whica had
already been installed during the period of decontrol are being
given licenses in order to avoid legal complications.

(¢)—Government have no such information,

(d)—Does not arise.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sarbhog): How
many licenses for paddy husking machines have been given ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY:-

] £ I cannot
give this information without notice.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj):
Are Government aware that there are nany power driven hus-

king machines which are 'being installed in various Places of the
State without any permission from Government ?

permission. If such cases are brought to

5 the notice of Govern-
ment. Government will surely take act

lon against -them.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkand;
for -Sche_du_led Castes)] : 88(a) s atacyw Accordmg to the
declared policy .of Government, i i

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘When was this order issued ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : On 8th of
January, 1958 under an Act that no new rice mill ¢an be

set up. The Act came into force on the 8th of January
1958,
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LANDS BELONGING TO RELIGIOUS
OR CHARITABLE INSTITUTION OF
PUBLIC NATURE BILL, 1959

Adjournment Motion for arresting Kisan Satyagrahis
‘at Jorhat

; Mzr. SPEAKER: I have received notice of an adjourn-
ment motion by Shri Nilmoney Borthakur, unfortunately I
am handicapped by the rules, I am notin a position to give
my consent for this matter to be raised by this House. As I
had mentioned in this House earlier that there are certain
factors governing the admissibility of an adjournment motion,
one being of recent occurrence and which is required to be
discussed without delay. 1If, however, the matter can be
discussed during the debate on the king’s speech which is
here the Governor’s address or if the matter can be raised
during the discussions on the budget estimates, it is not
admissible as an adjournment motion. I do not propose to
discuss whether it is a matter of urgent public importance
or not but when our budget discussion is going on this matter
can be raised in the course of it. Therefore, I am unable
to accord my consent for admission of the motion.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): May we
know what is the adjournment motion ?

Mr. SPEAKER: If I would have thought it necessary
to let the House know in that case I would have allowed
it to be brought before the House, but I have not done
SO.

The Assam State Acquisition of Lands Belonging
to Religious or Charitable Institution
of Public Nature Bill, 1959

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Sir, I
beg to move that this Assembly do agree to  include
Shri Birendra Kumar Das, Member, Legislative Assembly
as a member of the Select Committee on the Assam State
Agqcuisition of Lands Belonging to Religious or Charitable Insti-
tion of Public Nature Bill, 1959 in place of Shri Bishwanath
Upadhyaya who has declined to serve.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that Shri Birendra
Kumar Das be included in place of Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya
as a member of the Select Committee on the Assam State
Acquisition of Lands Belonging to Religious or Charitable
Institution of Public Nature Bill, 1959.

(The Motion was put and adopted.)

B
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RANCE FUND (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1959

The Assam Agricultural Income-Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 1959

Mr. SPEAKER : There is a message from the Governor:i—

“I recommend under Article 207(1) of the Constitution
of India that the Assam Agricultural Income-tax (Amendment)

Bill, 1959 be introduced and moved in the Assam Legislative
Assembly.”’

Shri ~ FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister,
Finance):  Sir, [ beg leave to introduce the Assam Agri-

~ cultural Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959,

Mrx., SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the Assam
Agricultural  Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959 be
introduced. _

(The Motion was put as a question and adopted.)

(Secretary, Legislative Assembly read the title of the
Bill.)

Shri FAKHRUDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I introduce the
Assam Agricultural Income-tax (Amendmcnt) Bill, 1939,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the Assam Agri-
cultural Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959 be introduced.

(The Bill was introduced.)

The Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund
(Amendment) Bill, 1959

Mr. SPEAKER: I read a message from the Governor:—

“ 1 recommended under Artigle 207(1) of the Constitu-
tion of India that the Assam Famine Relief and Insurance
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1959, be introduced and moved in
the Assam Legislative Assembly >/

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Sir, I beg
leave to introduce the Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund
(Amendment), Bill, 1959,
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AND EMPLOYMENT TAXATIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1959

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that the Assam
Famine Relicfand Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1959
be introduced. g

(Secretary, Legislative Assembly read the title of the
Bill.)

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister,Rcvenue): Sir, I intro-
duce the Assam Famine Relief and Insurance Fund (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1959.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the Assam Famine
Relief and Insuranee Fund Bill, 1959 be introduced.

(The question was adopted).

The Assam Professions, Trades Callings and
Employment Taxations (Amendment) Bill, 1959

Mr. SPEAKER: I read a niessage from the Governor :—

¢« T recommend under Article 207 (1) of the Constitution of
India that the Assam Professions, Trades Callings and Employ-
ment Taxations (Amendment) Bill, 1959, be introduced and
moved in the Assam Legislative Assembly.

3 Shici FATKHRU:DDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance):
Sir, Ibeg leaveto introduce the Assam Prolessions, Trades
Callings and Employment Taxations (Amendment) Bill, 1959.

~ Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that leave be granted
to introduce the Assam Professions Trades Callings and Employ-
ment Taxations (Amendment) Bill, 1959.

(Secretary, Legislative Assembly read the title of the Bill.)
Shri FAKHRUDDIN AUI AHMED: Sir, I introduce
the Assam Prfess'ons, Trades Callings and Employment Taxa-
tions ( Amendment) Bill, 1959,
i er. %PIEI;'AKERz (;I‘ hE qu:lastion is that the Assam Professions
rades allings an mployment Taxations t
Bill. 1959 be inLroduced.p ymen axations (Amendment)

(The question was adopted.)
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WELFARE " FUND BILL, 1959

The Assam Sales-Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959

Mr: SPEAKER: 1 read a message from the Governor :—

“I recommend under Article 207(1) of the Constitution
of India that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959
be introduced and moved in the Assam Legislative Assembly.,

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALJ AHMED (Minister Finance):

Sir, T beg leave (o introduce the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 1959.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that le

ave be granted
to introduce the Assam

Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959,

(Secretary, Legislative Assembly read the title of the Bill.)

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I

introduce the
Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1959,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is
Tax (Anmiendment) Bill, 1959 he introd

(The question was adopted.)

that the Assam Sales
uced,

The Assanmy Tea Plantation and A

mployees Welfare
Fund Bil, 1959

Mr. SPEAKER: T read g message from the Governor :—

“I recommended under Article 207(1) of the Constitution
of India that the Assam Tea Plantationg

: : Employees Welfare

Fund Bill, 1959, be introduced and moved in  the Assam
Legislative Assembly.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA®

2(Deputy Minister, Labour):
Sir, I beg leave to introduce

the Assam Tea Plantations
Employees Welfare Fund Bill, 1959,

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion moved is that leave be

granted to introduce the Assam ‘Tea Plantations Employees
Welfare Fund Bill, 1959,

(Secretary, Legislative Assemb]
Shri BISWADEV SARMA:
Tea Plantation Employees Welfare
Mr. SPEAKER: Tse question is that the Assam Tea
Plantations Employees Welfare Fund Bill, 1959 be introduced
(The question was adopted)

y read the title of the Bill)

Sir, I introduce the Assam
Fundr Bill, 1959.
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General discussin of the DBudget
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Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. Members

that I have been lenient in allotting time to individual Mem-
bers, but I find that I have a long -list of Members who are
rather keen in participating in these debates ; sol would re-
quest them to make their observations brief and to confine
themselves to the time limit in order that as many Members as
possible may have Opportunity to participate in these debates
and give this House the benefit of their views.

Yes, Mr. Choudhury.

1155

must have noticed

Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY(HajO):
Mr. Speaker Sir. I an, grateful  to you for giving me
an opportunity to make a few observations on the Budget
presented by the hon. Finance Minjster for the year 1959-60.
The Budget discussion gives an oppertunity to individual Mem-
bers to ventilate their Teactions as to how they feel about the
administration of the country and also what is their suggestions
for the development of the country. — Sir, the most happy fea-
ture in this Budget is that it is 2 surplus one and does not
have any new taxation. For these two reasons if not for any-
thing else 1 am sure the hon, Finance Minister. deserves con-
gratulations from all quarters of the country. The Finance
Minister has observed that this Budget is a Budget which may
not be perfect in itself but it is 4 Budget by which he wants to
achieve the ultimate picture of the State of Assam. With that
end in view he has generally  described the main
the Budget and at the same time the
been (o a certain extent dealt with by him in his budget
speech.  Sir, the main purport of the budget is that we want to
raise the standard of living and the material well being of the
people.  We are aiming at a socialistic pattern of society.
These are the two things which are vitally concerned with the
fulfilment of the conditions of a socialistic pattern of society
though they may not be an end in themselves. Because in a
socialistic pattern of society we not only should look for raising
the standard and material well being of the people, but also we
should try to raise the ¢ iltural and intellectual values of life.
But unless we can raise the cconomic  standard of the people
our purpose to realise the other social values of life will always
remain a distant dream. Therefore, our main «mphasis, espe-
cially in a country like ours which s undeveloped "in all res-
pects and where the: ave to give their all—their labour.
their working hours—for their bare maintenance and where
withals of life s}

ould be, that we should always be careful to
sce that our food production increases at the same time our
standard goes higher up.

[eatures of
new schemes also have
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Sir, when we think about raising the standard of our people,
naturally our mind goes to agriculture because in Assam 85
per cent of the people live in the villages and they depend on
agriculture. But when we talk about agriculture we always findthe
people depending on nature, It would be wrong to say that our
people do not work hard, They work really very hard and
sometime they work at the cost of their health and at the cost
of their life to get a morsel of rice for their bare maintenance
or for feeding their children. Ithas been so because in most
cases the people have to depend on nature. When the nature
is merciful they get something but very often opposite is the
case. Therefore unless we control nature it is impossible to
think of a planned economy. Sir, as you know in a country like
Assam, flood has been a highly menacing factor. LEvery year
flood visits our country the cultivators de not get the full benefit
of their labour. To give protection against flood our Govern-
ment is doing something in the meanwhile. They have raised
embankments along the Brahmaputra and also along its many
tributaries. But while having bunds alongside all these rivers
other problems are being created and we have not been able to
solve this problem of flood to the extent desired; Therefore 1
would request Government that instead of going for more cm-
bankments indiscriminately we should consider some other
means of flood control. Our hill streams are very ferocious and
and turbulent and they always bring only worries to the people.
If these hill streams can be harnessed properly they can be of
immense help to the people and we can get something to _add
to the prosperity of the ~ountry. What I mean is this. That
there are some hill streams which can be controlled very casily
at the source. Instead of having embankments along both sides
of these stream lower down we can control them at the source.
I do not mean to say that this can be done in case of big rivers
but this_ can be done in case of the smaller rivers or hill stream-
lets which are ferocious during-floods but innocuous during the

LRI They can be very well harnessed for our benefit. T
g?;l‘;;g‘f,rigg{?e.mf:asures taken in this regard in somc other
e Dul((]i’ if not outside. I would like to mention that
e el hamnm .and. Krishnai are the two rivers which can be
Sl ESSLCCll at .thelr sources and people can be protect=
gy SuChL 1-f)ods ;)f t}-m?’(.a’. two rivers. But when'ev‘er we
IRk brithg 1_”_1:3111 f0 prlo‘_]euts‘ \Vcntllll:ll-:. u[" bigger projects, - we
e i hiv_:]nu 'l—pllll pose projecis and the result is
other day I have re*idg"mﬁ/’*curmg a2 Vi "'Tl'm
ter of West Bengal h m| s g g S, Miuis-

vest gal has laid the foundation stone of a flood
COI’I'tTC'} project for controlling the floods of the river Kangasa-
bati. Kangasabati and is not a very big river and it will not cost

PP ————
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much to control it. We have got such kinds of rivers in our State
and we can try such projects. The Finance Minister has been
kind enough to refer in his budget speech that a big project in
the shape of Kopili Valley is coming up. Figures are being
collected and also all necessary datas are almost ready. That
is 2 good news for us. We are waiting for that happy day
when the Kopili Valley Project comes to fulfilment, But I
believe that will take a longer time. Even if it is started, it
will not be completed within 10 years. But for these ten
years should we sit idle ? The Industries Minister the other
day was kind enough to inform the House that our electricity
production and consumption is the lowest in India. He had at
the same time emphasised that the cost of generating electricity
by thermal plant is rather costly. Therefore for the industrial
development of the State, specially in the development of small
scale industries the thermal Projects may not be of much use.
Thercfore what I emphasise is that if we look for some big pro-
jects for generation of hydro-clectricity, as I stated before it will
take a longer time. The Barapani project about which some
mention has been made also May not come into production
before five years. Therefore, Sir, for al] these reasons I request

Government and specially the Finance Minister to see if some
small hydro-electrict Projects in the smaller rivers can be taken
up. This will solve the problem of floods and at the same
time the requirement of electricity for the development of our
industries. :

Sir, for the proper development of g
wealth is very essential. Although the ¢
industrialisation and mech
introduced still I feel that
power in the development
“some decades to comer

griculture, the cattle
! ountry is going for
anised cultivation is gradually being
the cattle will remain the motive
of agriculture in our country for
G But what we find ? The plight of
the cattleis very bad., Oyr cattle wealth is gradually decaying
and I feel that we have not been able to do much for improve-
ment of the cattle in our State, and for that reason the condi-
tion of the agriculturists ig gradually going from bad to worse.
Whenever we talk of improvement of our cattle, we think in
term of establishing some veterinary dispensaries and appoint-
ing some veterinary doctors, but can the cattle wealth be im-
proved by such dispensaries and doctors ? I believe, Sir. it is
far from the truth.  Our catle is Now getting degenerated
because of want of sufficient fodder. We talk about the pre-
servation of our P.G.Rs. Ouyr Government has adopted a
policy of protecting the P. G. Rs and

also to keep them free
from encroachment, That policy has been endorsed by
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cveryone of us and every onc clse in the country. Will that
solve the problem of fodder in the country ?  On the 6th
March, last T visited a P.G.R. I found the reserve lying bar-
ren and I asked the graziers where could they feed their buffa-
loes ? The reply was shocking to me. The reply was that they
used to purchase water hyacinths from the ficlds of the neigh-
bouring patta holders’ lands. They feed their cattle with these
water 'hya.cmihs with the result that 60 per cent of the bhuflaloes

died in course of a year. If this death rate continues,
believe Sir, the cattle wealth will be exhausted very soon.
Now-a-days we are importing milk powder. Wherever we go
even if we go to the remotest corner of the country we are served
with tea prepared with milk powder imported from America.
In olden days, especially in the constituency from which I
come we use to get good qualify of milk in abundance. T
think milk is available in bigger quantity than water. That
was the place from where we come. But® what we find now
there today ? Even to perform some religious rite including
marriage it s difficult to get milk. We cannot say that it is so
because the arca of reserve has been lessened, I feel, Sir, the
remedy does not lie in extending the area of reserve. The
remedy lies I believe elsewhere. To me it occurs that unless
we can enthuse the people for better rearing up of our cattle,
our cattle wealth cannot be improved and to do it it will
require some amount of expenditure, some amount of
ppbhm.ty and some amount of tightening up of the admi-
nistration also. T have reccived a vesolution passed by
the Tezpur District Congress Committece. I find there
that they have expressed their resentment that the Govern-
ment have failed in  that part of the country to pre-
serve the Professional Grazing Reserves from encroach-
ments. Every year the Reserves are being encroached upon
aﬂdl‘?"ely year the encroachers are evicted. But even inspite
of t {ldt Weisee that the encroachers go on merrily encroaching
Orfll‘gir ei‘:lfllfvc aiftel another and this has almost become a normal
?‘1 wtyiof (?\llli% E'OM Fhe State. Therefore, Sir, this unpleasant
Ing the encroachers has to be putan end by

the Government, Therefore, to put all th hings together
improve the Reserves. t ot 1Y bett tgsg t%mgs O,C’C -el:-t'o
protect the Reserurs. & o grow 1et er fo der there and fo
be i domiat o Ics rom encroachment-some _devices should
1L _ am to suggest any such device, I may be
permitted to say that we may raise fenching around the

Reserves so that the encroachers cannot get in. We may al
ost some R : s L Yiag
Pt 1 SEELVE Guards to guard against encroachment and
atthe same time we should adopt some means to grow fodder
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inside the Reserves. That can be
ment or by the Graziers Co-operative Societies, This will, T
believe, solve the problem of fodder and also save the lives of

many a cattle and at the same time will save the Government

from performing a VEry unpleasant job of evicting encroachers
every time. Then about the. use

of insecticide, Tast year
there was a havoe caused to Ahy paddy by rice bugs. This
year I have seen people in the villages hesitate to grow Ahu
paddy, because they are apprehending the visit of rice bugs
again this year, Of course, I do not feel that the people ave
justified in apprehending any such danger and desist from
cultivating Ahy paddy therefore. Byt whatever the feeling may
be, such a feeling amongst the people is there. This is so,
because the people are not fully aware or convi uced about the
use and eflicacy of the use of insecticide. Insecticide is the only
remedy for rice bugs but if the people fail to appreciate this
fact or they do not know how to use them, then it is quite
natural that people can not be persnaded to uge insecticides.
Therefore some machinery should be sey up to go about in the
couniry-side and teach oy People and convince them about
the efficacy of insecticides, Sir, prevention is always better
than cure and therefore we should see and exercise ourselves to
our utmost so that we can prevent the disaster before it comes.

In this connection, Sir, the question of land reforms also
automatically crops up.  Many of our Friends fwere discussing
this subject during the course of their spceches on the floor of
House. Therefore T shall be very byje in my observations,
We have got so many land reform legislations ‘and every one
of them in its own sphere is revolutionary ang wholesome, But
in the matter of implementation we have not beep able to
advance much, While discussing abont these land reform
measures, Sir, the Adhiars Act always comes to my mind,
This Act was passed by the Assam Legislative Assembly some
ten years back. But during these tep years very little was
done for its implemcntation. This yeay Some start has been
made in certain places. But the result so far achieyed is on
the whole very unsatisfactory, The main  purpose of the
Adhiar Act was to create more inceutive in the people for
growing more ; the idea wag that if the cultivators are guaran-
ted more shares in {he crop, then they will grow more for

more profits and at the same time it was belieyed that the land-
lords, to increase the share of the ¢rop, will not s't idle in
there homes, They will also help with intelligence and resour-
ces experiences and without th

¢ adhiars for growing more with
aViCW - to “get mmore” vield from a smajl plot of land. That

done safely by the Govern-
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would have solved the problems of both the adhiars and
adhidars. But unfortunately the adhidars have not taken this
piece of legislation in the right spirit. Some of the adhidars
of course have fallen in line with the spirit of the Act but
many of them are still trying to frustrate the very purpose of this
Act and they are trying the eject the adhiars from their lands
although the Act guarantees that the adhiars cannot be
ejected at least from ten highas of land in their possessioln.
Tnspite of that it has been so done by force by the Adhidars
and the Adhiars have not to run to the Tribunal and the
procedure adopted by the Tribunal being a very lengthy and
elaborate one, adhiars have been in the meantime dispossessed
from their lands. As a result in certain places the Adhiars
are now without any land or without any occupation. There-
fore, Sir, when the purpose of the Act was to give protection
to the adhiars and to create incentive to grow more food
and thereby to help solving the food crisis in the country,
the result has been found to be otherwise. I have no remedy
to suggest. But I request our Finance Minister and also
Revenue Minister who are astute lawyers to find out some
means so that the poor Adhiars who are ejected from their

lawful possession of land can be restored to land and can be
saved.

Then, Sir, the fragmentation of holdings has gone to such
an extent that now-a-days our people are left with almost no
economic holdings. I do not like to suggest at this moment
that something should be done for consolidation of holdings
because I feel that instead of having more land reform laws
passed we must consclidate those which are already been enac
ted and are in existence. Therefore, though I do not suggest
that some measures should be taken for consolidation of
holdmgg, yet I feel that the surplus population having 1o
economic holding should be shifted to industries. By indust-
ries I _dO not mean big industries because I do not think big
industries can absorb more persons now-a-days, for they are
so mechanised that they require less of human labour. So,
the main employment potentiality lies in the cottage industries
and small scale industries. But those workers in the cottagt
industries and small scale industries are not getting propet
facilities up till now. The workers in those industries suller
from lack of access to raw materials of right quality at
cheap rate. They also suffer from satisfactory equipment
for lack of finance. Over and above that they also suffer
from inadequate marketing arrangement and the lack of new
technique for production. I do n>* find in the budget
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speech of the Finance Minister how Government is going
to obviate these difficulties. Unless these difficulties are
obviated it is no good talking of cottage industries and such
other industries, and there is no good talking of shifting the
surplus  population from agriculture to cottage 1industries.
I lay special emphasis on this, Everybody knows our Chief
Minister is a great votary of cottage industries and small
scale industries. I know definitely that he
emphasis for the dev
But in spite of his efforts nothing much has come out, There-
fore, we must say something is there that stands in the way
in the development of these industries. Our Cottage Industries

Minister is also a good constructive worker and I have full
faith in him. I hope he will take necessary steps to obviate
these difficulties and will try his utmost so that the artisans
who are now crying hoarse for help recieve proper attention.
Yesterday the Industry Minister was kind enough to emphasise
on the floor of this' House that we should gear up our
maximum efficiency. In agree with him fully but I add to
his appeal one more word that is, our Government also
should gear up themselves so that they can offer maximum
facilities to the artisan. The artisans do not get loan for want of
proper security from Government for resolving their difficul-
ties. Who are the artisans? If we go to analyse their antici-
dents we find that he is completely have not, nothing practically
to fall back upon no land, no property except his skill. His
skill is his only capital. But as the rules stand today a man
of his category cannot g

is pulting great
clopment of these industries in our State.

: et loan. Tf heis to get a loan he is
to mortgage his landed property.

: Besides, out of the total
value of the landed property formerly 50 per cent was advanced,
now 75 per cent is advanced, Then how a artisan whose
capital is his skill only can start cottage industries from loan.
I also at the same time cannot say that the Government
should lend money atrandom. There must be some security
against lending money, because after all the Government is
dealing with public money and whatever money they get
they get it from the coffer of the poor people. 1 request
the Finance Minister more particularly that he should see how
these difficulties can be got over and how an artisan who has
nothing to mortgage to the the Government in lieu of his

loan can be helped by advancing loan for development of
his skill and for his livelihood also.

Yesterday, Sir, our Industr
inform the House that the Em

y Minister was kind enough to
to him that th

ployment Exchange has reported
ere 1s dearth of tractor drivers and operators
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and also Scheduled Caste matriculates, I do not know how
the Employment Exchange could give him thic information
with which I atleact can not agree. Recently I came to know
that about 60 fractor drivers and operators were threatened
with discharge with effect from 28th February last from the
Agriculture Department, but alter a representation and a
good deal of persuasion they have bcen retained for time
being. When people say that about 60 tractors opcrators now
working in the Agriculture Department arc being threatened
with discharge how can I advise my son or my nephew or
may cousin to go to learn this trade. That is the diffi-
culty. On one side we hear from the Government that there
is derath of such personnel and on the other side we say that
those personnel are in surplus. Thercfore, we arc moving in
a vicious circle. About Scheduled Caste matriculates also 1
have got at my disposal about 10 to 20 matriculates from
the Scheduled Caste community from my constituency who
are running after me for jobs—not a big job ; but say conductor,
say P. W. D. mubharrir, Embankment khalasi, or something
lll{f_‘, ’that,_but not getting them. On the other hand our
Minister is saying here that there is dearth of Matriculate
IStch;;dLgZd Cfilaste people. .I cannot reconcile these two things.

; yond 1y COmple_hens;on. Sir, I simply refer the
matter to our Hon’ble Minister.

are ;;,Il‘al(ljent’al%:il;; W‘f are talking about capital formation ; we
spharé, of ind§ ta‘ o f01"1nat10n1 of co-operatives in different
made ‘by O bll_y.and trade, Some mention has also been
resohi’cion OEPP_?SHIOI'I members as well, about the Nagpur
Congress has the Congress. The Nagpur resolution of the
as my lhen_lorlel: (‘1 target I‘Cg’{ll‘dlng Co-operativ(-}s, As far
Service cowo y goes, _the resolution gives a direction to start
ey th{?‘i‘lallve% in all the villages of India in coures of
s asseele yIcals. Out of these 3 years, 3 months have
e gorz = CO.L g lcll'-Assam we have got 25,000 villages and we
want to fulfil 1hilr,- 2 ls;nqsal 0,1’13" 1,000 days. Therefore, if we
cvery day eemmeiget we must register 25 service co-operatives
FHIRT  tha Tt et w’i}Y lor the next 3 years. Only then we can
Faelc IE arget. ut when the task is so heavy, when the
ask 1I SO enormous, we see no move on the )'Ll"l,: of the Co-
operative Department, no effort on their partl ‘to make I8
programme a success. It will require a volume of organisation
and a great deal of tightening up of the De artnl%;lt iicelE
At the same time, with the psychology whichpis now pre\‘mil:
ing in the countryside regarding co-operatives, i we 7 s:n d
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tell them to organise service co-operatives, the whole thing
will be taken amiss. Therefore, we should first of all make
people co-operative-minded by our propaganda and publicity
and by our sincere and honest efforts, Unless the ground is
rightly prepared no seed can germinate there, Therefore, I
would request our Co-operative Minister, who is an energetic
young Minister, who has got the zeal, the conviction and the
necessary training also that he should do his best to see
that this target is fulfilled. Attempts should be made
from right now to fulfil the target. At the same time, I
would request my Friends also to extend their co-operation,
At the present moment many of us do not hold a VEry rosy
picture of co-operatives. We feel that co-operatives are
meant only for getting some advantage offered by Go-
vernment. Nowadays credit societics are  being organised
and registered every day in the villages and people are coming
for loans. But as soon as they get the loan they give up
thinking about the co-operaitves. The whole wood is lost in
the trees and the co-operatives remain where they were.
Nowadays Government have declared that they will settle
waste land for co-operative farming. Some people, some
may be pcople with lands and some landless, form a co-
operative and try to take land from Government. Asg soon
as they get the land the whole idea of co-operative is thrown
to the background. So long as these things continue ¢o-

operatives cannot thrive, Therefore, I feel that some such
means should be devised so that the idea of co-operatives can
be planted in the hearts of the people,

Sir, whenever we talk about some

a lot of new offices being created and some of us are now
feeling that our Government is going in for centralisation to a
great extent. Nowa.(ilays the Secretariat is being expanded to
a great extent. I think the number of Secretaries there is now
five times more than what it was two years before, When
so many pcople at the top have been appointed, naturally
some work should be given to them. And if we are to give some
works to them,then some work from below should be transferred
to them, which means centralisation of bower at the top.
When there is centralisation, there is delay in administration.
It is not necessary to re-emphasise here that our people some-
times get tired of delay in the administration, When there
is delay in the administration, the people below get frustrated,
they move about for redress and justice, Therefore, Sir, I
request t]m Hpn’ble Finance Minister to see that this kind of
top heaviness in the administration is done away with,

new seheme, we see
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Sir, one very good thing has been done by our Education
Minister. Unfortunately he is away from his seat now. . I V\I’_c”Iis
waiting to congratulate him; but he has left the House. _“3
deserves congratulation. Though there are many t-'lungs to ta
about his Department, he has done one good thing. He lTas
made an attempt to remove the disparity I?(:twe(-:n the Govcm-
ment high school teachers and the Aided high school te-aCthci
Tt was a long lingering hope of the Aided s'chool teachers Z{L‘n
I am glad Government have fulfilled their hope. But a telé
reading these whole scheme 1 find the lacuna there. Tha
lacuna is that our experienced under-graduate teachers. h@\'e
not got proper consideration at the hands of Government in the
scheme. The under-graduate teachers remain where they were
before. I fecl personally that in the matter of education, aca-
demical qualification has something to do but at the same time,
teaching experience also has a great role to play. Therefore,
teaching experience of under-graduate teachers may also be
taken into consideration and they should be given the same pay
as the graduate Headmasters are given when they put on nume-
rous service for a long period of time, Many of them are actng
as Assistant Headmasters and Headmasters of High Schools.
They start with Rs.75 and ends with Rs.125 per month a.nd
they are to retire at Rs.125 cven if they retire after working
for 30 years of meritorious service. I personally feel that a
teacher who is an under graduate and have served 15 years
in a High School is as good as a graduate teacher if mnot
better. Thefore, I hope, our Education Minister who 15 a
reasonable gentleman and who tries to do justice to the down-
trodden people will try to remove the grievance; .e. lacuna
in the scheme,

_ ®ir, T am sure I haye strained your nerves by taking more
time of the House...... (Laughter).

Mr. SPEAKER : You have put some strain on some of

your colleagues in the House who are awaiting to take their
chance and their time.

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Hajo):
I am grateful to you that at the cost of others you have

shown me this .favour and I shall be grateful to you for all time
to come for this favour. (Laughter).

With these words, I resume my seat.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Labour,
etc.,): Mr. Speaker Sir, I am grateful to you for giving me an
opportunity to speak a few words in this debate. 1 am grateful

R —
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also to Shri Mohendra Mohan Chaudhury who has spoken at
length about the Co-operative Movement in the State. I bave
not seen anywhere in the world where co-operative movement
is successful by schemes made for it by the Government unless
it is started by the leaders of the society and people in general.
Now we have been hearing that there is a feeling of frustra-
tion in the minds of the people that the capital formation in
the rural sector is nil and that unemployment in rural sector
is highest. The remedy so far I gather lies on this co-operative
movement,

Sir, Shri Prabhat Narayan Chaudhury wanted to have a
clear idea about this Co-operative movement. Sir, I need not
go very far about this, the Finance Minister in his Budget
speech clearly indicated at page 9 of his speech thus,—“The
integrated system of rural credit which envisages the linking of
credit, marketing and processing is a basis of a State plan on
Co-operation’, Sir, this clearly shows the pattern of the move-
ment that we are following in our State, I propose firstly to
take the credit structure of this movement. Credit being the
primary necessity of the agriculturists—The Five Year Plan
of the Co-operative movement therefore, attaches utmost prio-
rity for rehabilitation of the Co-operative Credit Movement.

effect from 1954. The Assam Co-operative Apex Bank took
the responsibility of obtaining finance from the Reserve Bank
of India and issuing, the same to the agriculturists through
central banks and its own branches, During the first of this
scheme, a short term loan over 12% lakhs was issued against an
amount hardly over one lakh issued in the year prior to the
taking up of this scheme. In this subsequent years the loan
1ssued amounted to Rs.12°50 lakhs, and then 21 lakhs and 71
lakhs respectively. The Assam Co-operative Bank which had
made only a start since its organisation in 1948, got an impetus
to expand its activities along with the initiation of the' loan
programmed from 1954 and its share capital, membership and
business began to record an inspiring progress. To-day the
Bank has 2,559 membership of societies and individuals taken
together with a subscribed share capital of Rs.43,21.000, The
Bank sanctioned for seasonal agricultural operation and mar-
keting of crops, a short term loan of Rs.1,36,60,000 and a
medium-term loan of Rs.4,32,000 upto 30th June, 1958. Since
then it has issued Rs.1:45 crores of short-term loan against the
programme of 1:50 crores during the current year, Along with
the ﬂnant:_mg of the agriculturists, the Bank is Afinancing tea
-gardens side by side. During 1957-58 the Bank advanced
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and helped the

Rs.136 lakhs to many Tea gardens of the State ]
is needless

Tea Industry to develop. We areail aware and it
for me to repeat what a great crisis the Tea Industry had to
face in the years of slump in 1951-52. There was 2 genera
depression in the tea market all over the world and all the Gom-
mercial Banks in the country refused to finance the small tea
gardens of the State owned by our own people. It was then
that the Apex Bank come to the rescue of these small gardens
by offering finance. But for such help many of these gardens
would not perhaps have been in existence now. This shows the
difference between a commercial concern guided by pro t
motive and a Co-operative Institution guided by a spirit of help
and co-operation. In spite of heavy odds the bank i1s now run-
ning at a profit and its profit in the current year would be
Rs.7°52 lakhs. The percentage of dividend so far declared by
the Bank has gone upto 44 per cent. The pnrticipation of the
Government in the share capital of the bank to the tune O
Rs.22 lakhs has helped much to gather strength.

Next to the Apex Bank, the Central Cio-operative Banks

numbering 15, in the State have also played a very important
role in the credit structure. The number of these banks bas
however be_en reduced to 7-— with a view to make each of them
an economic unit. This idea of increasing the size of the Banks
by reducing the number is an outcome of the recommendation
of the Rural Credit Survey Committee, in the line of which the
Second Five Year Plan Schemes for Co-operative Develupment
were drawn up in the whole country. In this context, the
UHCIC}OHQTHIC units of a Central Banks have to be amalgamated
or liquidated, allowing however, the opening of branches
according to the convenience of the members. Integration of
s('gme of the Central Banks have already been made. The
ci;ggg; ]?Ie:nk}f have also been strengthened with State parti-
for mainten;.nzier osf]El ?re_ capital besides subsidising the banks
opening branches, etﬁmed endas erionced, tall i SRl

The Institutions in the lowest level of t redit struc-
ture, are the village Banks or the Villagfz lh(%reglit Societies.
Prior to the taking up of the credit rehabilitati schieme Aol
1953, there were only 639 Co-o : ation AL

X : - »-operative Credit Socleties 10
the State with membership of 15,434 issuing a very negligible
amount of loan. With availability of fresh finances under
the rehabilitation scheme, therc appeared a keen enthusiasm
among the people for formation of such societies whose num-
bey game upto 2798 on 30th June, 1978 with a membership

SRR G e e o R S R Y B
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of 77,920. There has been a further increase of such societies

and the number now exceeds 3,700 inclusive of 200 large
sized credit co-operatives,

The Rural Credit Survey Committee clearly pointed
out the wvarious disadvantages of small sized village co-
operative and recommended the formation of large sized
co-operatives. . The Sccond Five Year Plan of the Co-operative
Department following this recommendations, proposed for the
organisation of 300 large sized societies in the State during the
Second Plan period with State participation in the share
capital. Besides subsidising the cost of maintenance of staff,
provision was made for construction of 100 godowns for these
societies by providing loans and subsidies.  Up till now over
200 large sized credit societies have been organised in the State
of which 200 have been granted share capital contribution
subsidy for stafl'and also loans and subsidies for construction of
60 godowns. In the meantime, the Co-operative Policy has
been reviewed and the trend now is to organise Village Mul-
tipurpose Societies. Till a final decision is arrived at, the
organisation of large sized society has been given a go-slow.
The Village Banks along with the large sized societies have a
target of issuing Rs. 750 lakhs short term and Rs. 337 lakhs
medium term loans during the Second Plan period. All efforts
have been directed to expand the movement with a view to
cover atleast 40 per cent of the rural indebted families of
Assam by the end of Second Five Year Plan. Sir, this clearly
shows the tremendous test ahead of us into the Third Five Year
Plan.

In addition to the small sized and
societies for giving short-term and
Central Land Mortgage Bank has been
for long-term finance. Prior to this, th
mary lLand Mortgagc Banks one in Now
Kamrup, doing very little work. Wj
the Central Land Mortgage Bank-_the
vitalised and a regular issue of loans
commenced. In the other districts, issu
agriculturists has also been taken up by opening branches of
the Central T.and Mortgage Bank in ihe existing Central Banks,
The Ceuntral Land Mortgage Bank has enrolled 1200 members

upto date. It has issued Rs. 978 lakhs of loan to 555
members,

the large sized credit
medium-term loans, a
organised in the State
€re were only two Pri
gong and the other in
th the establishment - of
s¢ two Banks have been
to their members has
¢ of long-term loans to
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The rate of interest charged on the loans from the agri-
culturists has been kept as low as possible and efforts will be
there to lower it further as soon as the financial position of the
institutions permit them to do so. The interest of 8 per cent
on short-term loans granted to agriculturists has been recently
lowered to 74 per cent. The procedure of issuing loans needs
simplification and this has engaged the attention of the depart-
ment. The Report of the Committee appointed by Govern-
ment of India on the laws on co-operation is NOw under
consideration.

The object of the credit programme aims at increased
production which alone can raise the level of living of our
vast agricultural population. Credit is, however, one aspect
only and unless the advantages of co-operative forms of activi-
ties can b_e harnessed in the field of marketing and processing,
co-operative credit alone is not likely to benefit the agricultu-
rists :_‘.ubstantlally. The Second Five Year Plan has, therefore,
provided for the organisation of 60 primary Marketing Co-
operatives in the State along with an Apex Marketing Society
at the top. Uptill now 66 Primary Marketing Societies have
been prgz}msed, out of which 45 have been granted share capital
contribution, subsidy for staff, loans and subsidy for construction
of godowns. These primary societies are required to work in
close co-operation with the credit societies. The credit societies
arfii to issue loans to agriculturists for increasing their production
?}I:e 1:)(; Iizollect the produces at the time of harvest, in licu of
b, ﬁnaigl’ aél_d store them temporarily in their own godowns
kol Y 1;p0§c them of through the Marketing Co-operatives.
littes ea):: }?nf‘ liismess smoothly, with storage and other faci-
Preaiieas o tfc marketing societies has been financed for the
SoEtads wﬁ‘ }?hma1ntenance of godowns. The Marketing
different Cog:?m da.\,_'_c so far started business did transactions on
A = odities worth Rs. 20to 25 lakhs excluding the

Y purchased by the Apex Marketing Society at Nowgong.

The Apex Marketine Soci ich i i
: / g Society which is a federation of the
fI‘)Ix‘-ltl?;'ary Marketing and other societies took up distribution of
ertilisers In the last year and distributed chemical fertilisers
worth more than Rs. 10 lakhs. During the current year,
besides other us'ual business activities, it has taken up procure-
ment of paddy in the district of Nowgong. The society has
been given the monopoly of procuring paddy in that district.
The society is to supply 4 lakhs mds. of paddy to the State
Government and 8% lakhs mds. to the different rice mills. The
society commenced work orly from the later half of January

ks
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1959 and within this short period has collected 5:50 lakh mds.
of paddy worth half a crore through the primary marketing
co-operatives, the large sized co-operative credit societies, etc.,
by establishing about 25 main collection centres and about
130 sub-centres.  This Apex Marketing Society has been
strengthened with a share capital contribution of Rs. 4 lakhs
besides a subsidy of Rs.24,800 for the maintenance of stafft and
loans and subsidies for godown, etc.

In the field of processing, the most notable venture in the
State is _the establishment of the Assam Co-operative Sugar

Mill at Dergaon which has gone into production from Decem-
ber last. T mean Assamese Sugar,

Mr. SPEAKER : So in Assam we should take Assamese
sugar now,

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Deputy Minister, Labour):
have purposely mentioned this because the other day the
hon, Member Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya made a
taunting remark about Assamese Sugar because of the high
cost of production. I feel proud that our people made
the first attempts in this line. Shri Bhattacharyya may
not get inspirations because his source of inspirations is elge-
where. Our State _can be proud of the fact that out of
a large number of sugar mills sanctioned by the Govern.
ment of India in the Co-operative sector, ours is the first
to go into production inspite of heavy odds and lransport
bottleneck. The dificulties which we had to face and overcome
can be easily imagined if it is mentioned that some of the
machineries were so heavy in weight and large in size that
at the time of transhipment from the broad tothe metre
gauze rail they had to be cut to two or more pieces to be
welded again. Steamers had to be engaged to take delivery
of some of the machineries in the midstream  of the
Hoogly from ships carrying them from abroad. Of the
capital requirement of about 2 crores for this project, the State
Government has contributed Rs.27 lakhs so far towards the
share capital of the mill—the balance being collected by way
of share subscription from agricultrists, Co-operatives, etc., and
loans from the Industrial Finance Corporations. The amount
of'share capital contribution by the public now exceeds Rs.
10 lakhs. The Mill has a crushing capacity of 800 tons a day
but it has not been able to work to its full capacity due to
short-supply of cane. This short supply in the initial year was of
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course not unusual or unforeseen. The keen interest now
shown by the sugarcane growers of the Mill area assures a
pright future. Itis expected that from the next crushing season
the Mill will get more cane for crushing. Even now the cané
available in the neighbourhood of the mill is sufficient to run
it economically but transport is so difficult due to bad roads
that the available cane could not be tapped. The Mill, since
December last, has produced more than 30,000 mds of sugar.
It is a matter of great pleasure that Assam Sugar is being made
available to the Assam consumers.

Of the other processing co-operatives one is the Garo Hills
Cotton Ginning Mill established at Phulbari which started work
in 1956. The factory was established at a cost of Rs. 2.50 lakhs
granted by the State Government on following accounts:
Rs. ?QQ lakhs for factory building and Rs. 50,000 for working
capital.

Work for the establishment of a similar Mill at Diphu is
also progressing. A Milk pasteurisation Plant has been establi-
shed at Gauhati with loans and subsidies from the State
Government. A similar plant at Jorhat is being established
and works are progressing. A Jute Baling and Marketing
Co-operative has been organised at Nowgong. The activities
of the Co-operative Movement by linking credit with mar-
keting and processing have thus contributed much for the
beneﬁrt of the agriculturists.

e, eareout Cotfage: Indusuries—prman
e tl‘icde V{n%- Development of this industry has all
: eﬁ'orctns ey mainly on the co-operative lines. Concentrated
the assistance from t been made only from the year 1953 with
more than 5 la;"{?l"flllhe All India Handloom Board. Thereare
people are s Ibd 1_an§1190nlg in Assam and more than 12 lakhs
{0 organise ﬁb%u%e ]llgoth‘s Industry. We have so far been able
about 30,506 weavers jLLWLaV1ng Co-operatives in the State and
~tion. These Weavi; ézc bec“._brought to the fold of co-opera-
OFIaSSiStanCC SUCh as 1g(‘) v -?peratlves haVC bCCn glv({n all sorts
of improved looms a da! s for share and working capital, supply
: and accessories, etc. All these have consider-
bly helped the 3 1ese h

ably hiefpcd the weaving industry to develop on a sound line
Bt351des.the Weaving C‘O‘Opel’atives there1 H ther types o'f

industrial societies such as Japi mal ¥ gLz ,{p
P king, backsmithy, Brass and
bel-metal worker co-operatives, etc. which have also been
encouraged with all sorts of assistance. Thou;h most of the
consumers and Trading Co-operatives had to close down their
business after decontrol, some of them are still working satisfa-
ctorily. The Barpeta Consumers Stores which has implemented
its scheme of electrification of Barpeta Town is one of a type,

rare in India,
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Similarly the A.O.C. co-operative society which is successfully
working for the last 25 years is also worth mentioning. It has

contributed Rs.25,000 towards to share capital of the Assam
Sugar Mill.

With 11l these activities the co-operative movement in the
State is fostering its growth. The Co-operative movement is,
however, basically a movement of the people and its true cha-
‘Tracter has not been lost sight of.  Conscious efforts are always
there to deofficialise the movement and with this end in view,
the Assam State Co-operative Union was organised in 1955 as
a representative non-official organisation of the co-operative
socicties of the State The Union has taken up a scheme of
educating non-official personnel since last year and it is con-
ducting six weekly, weekly and three days courses -of co-opera-
tive education in “the Kamrup and Darrang Districts. Educa-
tion and training of official as well as non-official is essentially
necessary for the healthy growth of the Co-operative movement.
Realising this, a Co-operative training institute hag been
arranged in the State in 1953 at Joysagar and another at
Tezpur in the last year. The Joysagar institute has been
imparting training to the officers of the Department as well
as office-bearers of the Co-operative Societies. The Tezpur
institute was meant for office-bearers of the Co-operative Socie-
ties only. The training of honorary office-bearers has since
been entrusted to the State Co-operative Union. Besides these
arrangements inside the State, the officers of the Department
are regularly sent for training outside the State in places such
as Poona, Madras and Ranchi. The Assam State Co-operative
Union is also expanding its training Programme and in the next
year and the Union is likely to cover 5 districts, Efforts have
been made to strengthen and reorganise the Union

the long run the non-officials may play their dye
matter.

, So that in
role in the

The Co-operative movement in the light
policy recently enunciated by the National Dey
cil, if and when implemented, will take altoge
shape covering all the rural Population by the
Five Year Plan. There will be one multipurp
for every village depending on size and popula
represent every family and serve almost all th
to increase agricultural production. There will be a close link
between the village Co-operative and Panchayats which will
serve the identical areas: the former per

e €as: 3 forming economic
and the letter civic activities and functions. The importancc;

of Co-operative
elopment Coun-
ther a different
end of the Third
ose Clo-operative
tion, which will
eir requirements
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of service Co-operatives and the joint farming Clo-operatives
is now getting prominence since the last meeting of the Nagpur
session of All India Congress. While this matter is yet to take
a definite shape we have already organised about 200 farming
Co-operatives of different types some of which are organised on
Government land and some are pooling lands of the members.
Some of the farming Co-operatives, particularly of the cane
growers in the Dergaon area arc really doing commendable
work. Sir, the other day my Friend Shri Probhat Narayan
Choudhury was asking as to what is the fate of these 200 farm-
ing Co-operatives in the State the answer is that they are func-
tioning well. They are supplying a substantial portion of the
requirement of the Sugar Mill.

Co-operation has a great potentiality in offering employment
facilities to the people. Co-opcration offers an oppOItunitY to
the people, particularly these who are unable to employ them
selves in any occupation individually due to their pecuniary
condition and lack of adequate capital. As for instance, the
landless labourers due to absence of required capital would have
remained unemployed, had not the Co-operative offer them
credit on the basis of their marketable surplus. Similarly hand
loom weavers would have remained unemployed had not they
joined the Co-operatives and obtained finance on the joint
rcsp01151b1l_1ty of their fellow workers. Not only that, the
Co-operative societies have directly or indirectly given a gainful
occupation to lakhs of people. On the basis of the ‘present
working of the Co-operative movement in Assam—it may be
stated thag the 7,000 co-operative societies have given full time
and part time employment to over 50,000 people. The basis of
‘éVO!"kll’.lg of this figure is as follows.—7,000 Secretaries for 7,000
I_;Ja(:lf:tu:s part time or full time getting honorarium or pay.
: andlloom societies numbering 1,100 giving gainful employment
tgialt east 30,500 handloom weavers. 300 to 400 other indus-

fgosocmtles giving employment to 6,000 members on the basis
o. members in each society. 200 large size societies employ-
ing full time Secretaries, Managers, etc., have engaged more
than 500 persons. The Apex Bank, the Central Bank, the
Land Mortgage Bank, etc., giving employment to at least 600
persons. The Assam Co-operative Sugar Mill is employing
1,000 persons. _Th_e Marketing societies numbering over 60
are affording a livelihood to about 300 persons and the Paddy
Procurement Scheme in Nowgong particularly is giving employ-
ment to about 300 to 400 ‘‘Katadars’® or weighmen. Besides
giving employment to other staff of the societies steps have taken

to organise 250 Paddy Husking (hand pounding) societies which
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will provide employment to more than 50,000 men, women and
poor widows. The All India Khadi and Village Industries
Board has already released rupees 10 lakhs for this purpose and
the State Government is considering the question of participat-
ing in the share capital of these societies,

Another unique experiment has been made In organising a
co-operative sociely (o manage some tea gardens in Cachar
under bye-laws of which the labourers are entitled to partici-

pate in the share capital and management,

Sir, if we want to achieve a socialistic pattern of society,
co-operation seems to be the only solution.

Sir, I am grateful to many hon. Members of this House
who have offered valuable suggestions regarding the co-opera-
tive movement in the State and [ am sure Sir, Government will
give due consideration to those suggestions. The other day
Shrimati Padma Kumari Gohain referred to employment of
women personnel in the co-operative societies. But Sir, in such
institution there is no bar o appomtment of women or young

ladies in this D(‘.pal‘lﬂ’l(‘.llt. Anyway, Government will consider
this aspect of the matter.

Then again Sir, Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta also referred to
a very important item of the Co-operative movement. That is,
that there is big possibility of this movement in the tea gardens,
Sir, while T was in the Trade Unjon Field T tried my best to
organise such movement and I can say from personal eXperience
that this movement is possible only by a non-official organisa-
tion. Government help will be there, but social workers in the
State would be better suited to man such movement. I am
sure Government will look into this matter also. In support
of my contention I can only speak about the A. Q. C.
Co-operative Society,  This Government  which started
from a very small unit has raised itself to a powerful Govern-
ment and they have raised about 17 lakhs capital up till now.
So Sir, this possibility is there in the. tea gardens and I can
only hope that hon. Members will give more interest in this
also.

Sir, I think T have said all what I haye got to say and I
hope Sir, with co-operation from the pbeople I am sure this

movement will go a long way in solving many problems of the
State. Thank you, Sir,
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Shri LILA KANTA BORA (Kaliabar) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, I offer my hearty thanks to the Finance Minister for
his long and lucid speech on the Budget wherein he l}as
dealt with almost all the salient features of administration
of this State. He has given a clear picture of the financial
position of our State since 1956-57. Though Sir, this 1s a
surplus Budget, the overall financial position of the State can
hardly be said to be a happy one. Sir, that no proposal for
fresh taxation has been made by him it shows that the
Finance Minister has appreciated that the taxable capacity of
of the people of Assam has been exhausted. The cost of
living in Assam is the highest throughout India and that1s
mainly due to the fact that there is transport bottleneck.
Though Assam is a frontier State and though it is a
strategic State, it is really unfortunate that effective steps
for removing this transport bottleneck has not been taken
by the Central Government and for this reason the cost of
living, I think, is highest in India. Sir, we are glad that
thgugh no fresh taxation has been made by the Finance
Minister, he has made provision to the extent of 881 lakhs
of rupees for some new projects.

_ This is really a happy thing for which the Finance
Minister deserves congratulation. But Sir, mere paper pro-
vision will not do. What is necessary is to see that the
money so provided is properly utilised that is there is no
wastage. Another important thing is that whenever we take
up certain projects we are to see that it is really implemented
SO that it does.not remain as a paper provision and to do
this a follow up is absolutely necessary, but what we find is
the lack of this follow up. I can cite one instance. Government
had decided to establish a Poly-technic School at Nowgong. The
Additional Director, Technical Branch, went to Nowgong. He
took the Deputy Commissioner and some of the local Members,
Legislative  Assembly and a certain plot of land was sclec-
ted. The Deputy Commissioner had already submitted a pro-
posal for requisitioning the land and although it is about 2 years,
nothing has been done as yet. On enquiry wec have come to
learn that the money is going to lapse. Whose fault is this.
Sir ? The Education Department told that they had already
submitted the plan to the Revenue Department. The
Revenue Department says it is not with them. Then
with whom it is ? For whose fault is the money going to lapse?
So we find that there no follow up. Had there been such
method of follow up suchunfortunate things would not have
happened. There are other projects and although they were

iolncaar i Ao CON SR Lo e R et o e e B s T e T
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taken up 2 or 3 years back, uptill now nothing has happened.
For instance, I can mention about the case of Veterinary Dis-
pensary at Lailuki in Lawkhoa mouza and also, I can men-
tion about the dispensary at Panigaon. I can mention a
number of such cases in this way. We find uptill now nothing
has been done although the people have agreed to part with
their land voluntarily, before 2 or 3 years yet no steps have
been taken in this direction. So there is lack of follow up.
Unfortunately Government have not taken effective steps
to check all these things. What is the use of starting such
projects if they are not executed in time ?

Next Sir, the Finance Minister has made a reference
regarding the gloomy food situation prevailing in the State
last year. He has also expressed the view that the food
situation in the current vyear has improved. No doubt the
food position in the current year has improved to some
extent, but that should not make our Government com-
placent. I do not know what is the position prevailing in other
parts of the State, but so far as the district of Nowgong is
concerned, -I can assert that the food position there is not so
happy as expected it to be. In some parts of the district,
for example Koliabar and Kaki, the food position is worse than
the last year. In other parts although it is a bit better we
cannot say that the economic lot of the people has improved.
There are certain reasons for that, In the first place, we
find that the people in the last vear, when they were facing
acute starvation, when there was severe drought, they had to
take loan from the money lenders at high rate of interest.
They had to take loan on the promise that they would part
with their paddy at Rs.5 or Rs.6 2 maund, jute at the
rate of Rs.10 or 12 per maund. Moreover, they had to sell
their land, cattle and other valuable belongings to save their
lives. Along with the harvest, we find these money lenders
have fallen upon them. They have to buy cattle, they have to
buy land and other valuable belongings which they had to part
with earlier. Secondly, Sir, as the year 1957 was a difficult year
for them due to drought, the people had no Paying capacity and
so Government was pleased to direct the local Mouzadars not
use any coercive method for realisation of the Iland revenue.
But along with the harvest, we find the Mauzadars have
fallen upon them to realise the land revenue. It iy a known
fact that almost whole of Nowgong was affected by drought
and Government being convinced about the difficulties of the
people were pleased to pass orders not to adopt any coercive
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measures to realise the land revenue for the year 1957. People
submitted petitions to Government for remission of the land
revenue for the year 1957, but we find that coercive measures
have been adopted for realisation of the land revenue on account
of both this year, viz:, 1957 -and 1958. We do not know whe-
ther itis due to the fault of the administrative machinery or
due to the apathy on the part of those at the helm of the affairs
that such things are being done. I would suggest to the Gov-
ernment to see that the people are not harassed at least for the
land revenue for 1957 till final orders have becn passed on the
petition of the people praying such permission, Government
should see that the people are not harassed for payment of
land revenue,

Sir, coming to the question of procurement of paddy we
find it has been cntrusted to the Co-operative Apex Marketing
Society. We are really in favour of Cu-operatives, Tn fact I
suggested in A, P. C. C. meeting at Pathsala that cither Gov-
ernment should procure the paddy themselves or through the
Co-operatives. We do not like that the monopoly of the procure-
%lel.]t should be given to certain individuals, to certain big

DSIHGSSH;CH. But for that matter we do not want that the
%rl?wers should be made loser in the name of Co-operatives.
gdpeopli of Nowgong is not getting the same price for their
Ix:fax'y as the people of the adjoining districts are getting. The
oh mg{‘.m_l_Pl‘ICC of paddy has been fixed at Rs.9 only in Now-
agllsog isntnﬁt  But the growers in Nowgong is not getting price
of p‘a.dd : %lr}te.nor they are getting Rs.7 or Rs.7-8 per maund
Of y.  Lhis is what is happening in our district at least.
course, Sir, the Marketi ; : o - !
to organise it Marketing Society was given little time
sal &arzlse 1:lt properly and whatever time was at their dispo-
Presi also they did not wutilise properly. As the
resident of the = District C . =
to them ¢t 1 istrict  Congress lommittee, 1 wrote
But th O let us know as to what help we could render them.
u ey did not respond t ey o= L
the other wa pond to our ofler. They moved instead in
0 ey e carry’round' They have appointed certain individuals
Sl ying on the business as agents of the Marketing
sSociety. We do not want that in the name Eaelinety
individuals should in the mname of co-operatives
T e e OU}‘ d be encouraged in this way. I am constrained
M © kY E n this connection that the Chairman of the Apex
rketing Society is himself not a genuine co-operationist.
do not think that he has sufficient knowledge asto bow a
co-operative should be run. But unfortunately we find that
inspite of our opposition and opposition from the local officer
ndividuals have been appointed as agents, This is certainly
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not the way to help the co-operative movement, So I urge
upon the Government that this sort of anomaly and favouri-
tism in the name of co-operative should not ‘be allowed to
continue. Sir, we want that the co-operative should thrive, we
want that whenever any wrong is detected in the Process of
development of the co-operatives , it should he remedied and
the co-operative movement should be cncouraged in  proper
line.  But this sort of bungling in the name of co-operative
sheuld not be allowed to go on unchecked. Sir, from the facts
placed before you, you will realise that the economic lot of the
growers cannot be improved if this Stzte of things continue. So,
Sir, I say even though there is some improvement in the food
situation of the district this year, the economic lot of the people
on the whole, has not shown any sign of appreciable improve-
nent.

Sir, I find the Finance Minister had made some observa-
tions regarding the establishment of the Oil Refinery in Assam,
He has stated, “It 1s, however, unforiunate and regrettable
that, notwithstanding the decision to locate the Refinery in
Assam and the repeated visits of CxXperts to  survey various
areas in the State for the purpose of selecting a site, little has
been done till now to implement the decision and to avajl of
the huge quantity of crude oil awaiting to be processed. I
will only say this much that everyday’s delay in completing
this task not only means a loss to the Country as a whole but it
also stands in the way of our getting the much-needed resources
essen‘ial for the development of our CConomy* S Sir sive tlnwe
heard much about the establishment of this Oil Refinery in
Assam. Quite a number of news appeard on the news papers
regarding the selegtiqn of the site for the Reﬁnery, one day
giving out that this site is selected and on the next day con-
tradicting the news and stating  that some other site is selected.
But till now, Sir, it is most unfortunate that no site has been
finally selected. I wonder, Sir, whether there is any parallel
in history that mere selection of the site for a Rcﬁnery taking
such long time. This shows that the Central Ministry concerned
is not at all serious about the Refinery here, We came to
know that the Rumanian Experts as wei] as the Oi] Co-opera-
tion—these two high bodies recommended Silghat as the most
sunitable site for the establishment of the Oil Refinery. We
do not know what has happened to those recommendations.
Inspite of these recommendations, one fine morning we read
in the news papers the Central Ministry announcing in the
Lok Sabha that the Refinery will be located somewhere near
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about Gauhati. Only recently the Experts and some Oﬂiciqls
had visited Gauhati and now it is reported that they have agaimn
gone to Kokrajhar. One of the Rumanian Experts_even ng}v
s said to have expressed the view that Silghat 1s the Stllta 1€
site for the Refinery from all aspects. Are they (the Central
Ministry) going to flout the Expert opinion like this ? We
wonder what is really going behind. We know, Sir, that the
Central Ministry is bent upon establishing a Refinery at
Barauni. We do not grudge if a Refinery is established there
also but so far as the Refinery for Assam 1is concerned, what
we want is wherever itis established, it should be cstaI.Jhshe_d
in a place where there i3 sufficient scope for its expansion 1
future. We know Sir, Assam has an unlimited pot'enUahty of
oil resource and although the Central Government is now 1not
willing to establish a big Refinery in Assam. I have not an
iota of doubt, in my mind, that having in view of Assam's
unlimited potential reserve of oil, the Refinery, however _small
it may be now, will have to be expanded in future, if not
today. But it appears that the Central Government is  not
going to have the Refinery in a place where it will have enough
scope for future expansion. I am also sorry to observe that
our Government is also not bold on this point. I doubt very
much whether they have made this point sufficiently clear 1o
the Central Government. I find that our Government is
rather shy to speak boldly about the site of the Refinery. But I
thiqk we should have no hesitation to say that W€ want the
Refinery in such a site when there is greater sCOpe for future
develupment and expansion. I would therefore suggest that
our Government should take up this matter with the Central
Government and urge upon them the necessity of locating
the refinery in such a place where there is sufficient scope for
expansion in the future.

Sir, I am sorry that we have been told year in and year out
that the Geological Survey of the Kopilly Valley Project has
been going on. We were given to understand that the Kopilly
R_wer Valley Project will be taken up by the end of the Second
F}ve-YeaI‘ I_’Ia!.n. But now, unfortunateiy, the speech of the
e Nimllslter dcl)es not give any indication as to whether wc;:
are going to have the Kopilly Ri iect by the en
of the Second Five-Year 11)312”3!. iver Valley Project bY

Sir, many of the hon. Members have spoken at length

about the unemployment problem in our State. The Finance
Minister has also stated that the trend of unemployment in our

€ B S s s R S o
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State is gradually on the increase. What is more distressing is
that even in the tea garden area also the ugly head of unemploy-
ment is raising its head. Now. how to solve this problem ?
We have seen that other States have one or more Multi-
purpose River Valley Projects. But we do nof have even one
although it is now 12 years since attainment of independence.
We have also seen that in order to solve the enemployment
problem in the country establishment of small-scale and
cottage industries is one way out before the country. But
establishment of cottage and small scale industries is dependent
on power and power cannot be produced in any appreciable
quantity without a River Valley Project. Of course, our Gov-
ernment is proposing to take up the Barapani Hydel Project.
That is, of course, a step in the right direction but the Bara-
pani Project alone cannot go to solve the problem. If we
want to solve this problem effectively, then to my mind, a big
Multi-purpose River Valley Project is the only solution. Such
a project will produce enough power so as to feed the industries
and thus help in solving the problem of unemployment to an
appreciable extent. We find the Central Government had
promised to give Rs.8 crores for the purpose of taking up some
irrigation proj:ct in Assam, But now we see that the amount
originally promised has been reduced to rupees four crores,
Assam have a number of turbulent rivers which must be control-
led. This is a highly flood effected State and economically
hard hit, Under the circumstances, Sir, unless Assam has got
some Multi-purpose River Valley Project, progress of irrigation
work which is so vital for growing more food cannot be
expected. And without power, mno State can expect to solve
her economic problem, I therefore request our Government
to impress_upon the Central Government to take up a Multi-
purpose Rlvpr Valley Project at the earliest possible moment.

Now, Sir, regarding the fire havoc in the district of Now-
gong, there was fire havoc at in Doboka Bazar, at Rupahi
Bazar and in the Town itself where about 150 families were
rendered homeless. Therefore, I urge upon the Government
last year to place a fire brigade at the disposal of Nowgong
Police or the Municipal authority there. This time also a big
fire occurred at Haiborgaon Bazar and a fire brigade -had to be
requisitioned from Shillong in order to put down the fire, The
Governor mentioned in his address that some fire brigade
stations would be opened in some areas thjs year. I hope the
case of Nowgong will receive prior consideration.

Thank you Sir,
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Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned -for lunch till 2 P.M,
(After lunch)
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port, T. A, D, Etc.) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, first of all I would like
to thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak and to
throw some light on the various points raised by the hon. Mem-
bers during general discussion of the Budget as well as dul:lng
the debat_e on Governor’s address, Sir, it will not be possible
for me within the limited time at my disposal to touch on all
the points raised by the various speakers. I, therefore, intend
to touch only those points which I consider important. I would
request the hon. Members not to raisunderstand me that I am
ot giving any importance to certain other points which had

been raised by wvarious speakers pertaining to the various
Departments under my charge.

First of all, T would like to deal with the comments made

by the various District Councils on the District Budget. As

you know, under paragraph 13 of the Sixth Schedule of the

Constitution of India, the estimated receipts and expenditure
pertaining to the autonomous districts should be shown separ-
ately in the annual financial statement. In pursuance of this
provision, the estimated receipts and expenditure pertaining to
different autonomous districts have been prepared and sent t0
the different District Councils for their comments and obser-
vations. The copy of the comments and observations made by

B
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the different District Councils have been printed and placed
on the table of the hon. Members. I hope the hon. Members
have gone through the various comments and observations
made by the different District Councils and the budget per-
taining to respective districts. Sir, it will not be possible for
me to touch all the points raised by different District Councils®
but after study I found that the points raised by them can be
summarised as foliows :—

1. Complaint has been made for the delay in sending the
budget copies to the respective District Councils, Their com-
plaint is that as the budget copies have been received very
late, it was not possible for the members to go through the
various budget provisions and to make a proper and correct
observation, because it is through this budget that the Govern-
ment policy and programme of work arc reflected. Regarding
this particular point I am not going to give a reply on the
floor of this House because I have been promised by the
Hon’ble Finance Minister that he is going to state reasons for
the delay in the course of his reply to the budget debate.

(2) It has been further complained that comments,
suggestions or recommendations made by the District Councils

in the previous year have not been incorporated in the bu et
of the current year.

Sir, as you know the budget comprises two parts namely
receipts and expenditure. It appears to me that there can be
no scope for any comment or suggestion as far as the budget
pertaining (o receipt side is concerned, Because the receipt
budget i1s compiled from figures submitted by the Accountant
General of Assam and by various departments, Now the expen-
diture side of the budget comprises three main items: (z)
Normal and committed Expenditure, Under Normal and
Committed Expenditure is included Expenditure on normal
administrative charges. It also includes Expenditure in
respect of continuing schemes. In this particular item of
expenditure also I feel, Sir, there can be no scope for a
District Council to suggest any variations or alterations because
we cannot stop any scheme which has been taken in hand and
the execution of which is in progress. It will no also be possible
to make any change in the administrative Expenditure. There-
fore I do not see any scope on the part of the District Councils
to suggest to the Government any alteration or modification
in respect of expenditure under this particular head.
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Sir, the second item of expenditure pertained to development
schemes. As far as development programme under Art. 275
is concerned the proposals are placed before the Advisory
Council. Not only proposals ot development schemes in respect
of hill areas but in respect of development schemes of plains
tribal arecas also. All the proposals for development schemes
of the varions departments under this particular grant are
placed in the respective Advisory Council. In the course of
the discussion of the proposals brought forward by dfferent
departments, the members made their observations fllld
suggested certain changes and we have accepted their suggestions
as for as practicable. Therefore in this particular matter also
I do not see if there is any room for the Districl Councils to
suggest further changes because in the Advisory Council for
hills areas the Chijef Executive Members are also mcmbers
and they also express their views, The schemes under this
particular grant are finalised as per their recommendations.

The third item of expenditure pertains -fo the proposals
for new schemes. In this particular matter also, as it has
already been stated in the Jast budget session by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister, we have taken action to take into consider-

ation the suggestions and recommendations of different District
Councils. In fact dur;

>

such schemes. These new schem initi d b

es are initially proposed by
the departments concerned but their inclusion }1{n the budget
has been done only with approval of the Chief Executive

members on behalf  of thei 2 sheis {15 N
s I respec t Councils.
course it is not possible pective Distric

. : to accommodate all the proposals
C?‘?lgsgale ;rom Fllifereqt departments(and some a%ditional
lri)mi}ied frupfgm tthe Chief Exeeutive Members in view of the
Bpued roa 0}11‘ dlsposal_. Flowever, as stated earlier we
Proposals to the District Councils for their Commﬁms

[ ' _consultation with them only these

af;\; i?rlgljfs r:;ge 1nclluded in the budget- 1t is of course, a S
! il hp .p,osa_ S and Suggestions are made by the D istogt

CounCldam orities in addition (g the proposals already made
by the departments Snncertiedit . deud appreciate, Sir, that
taking into conmderauqn our limited fund it is not I,)OSSib’IB for
us to meet all our requirementg oy a time. ' This is why today
we have to get a proper Planning, ‘We need many things, our
wants are unlimited. Therefore it is very jmportant that we
should be able to draw y vloph

N : our development plan and
programime taking into consideration the various needs of ours
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and that according to Priority. Ifit were Possible on the part
of the Government not ouly on the part of (he State Govern-
ment but also on the part of the Government of India to
accommodate all our proposals in respect of development schemes
there would have been no necessity for creating  the Planning
Commission which is entrusted to dr

4w up dcvolopment pro-
posals in a planned way both for the State and for the

entire country.  And while we are trying our best to see that
all round development is brought in the country as a whole,
‘we realise that it is not possible for us to take up all the schemes
at a time or to meet all requirements at a time, Therefore
there is a necessity to take up  development programmes in a
planned way and to give priority to various programmes which
need immediate attention, However, Si-, though it might have
Not been possible for the State Govenrment  to include the
additional suggestions and recommendatio ns for the development
of different autonomouys districts in the development propramme
of the next annual plan it would be a mistake on the part of
the District Councils to come to the conclusion that Govern-
ment have not paid any attention to their suggestions. I am
sure the additional suggestions for the development in a
particular field will be taken into consideration by the Govern-
ment. If we are convinced that a particular programme which
has been put forwarq y @ particular District Council needs
immediate attention ang

Immediate implementation surely
such schemes can be ¢

aken up and Necessary fund made availa.
ble by supplementary demand,

Mr. SPEAKER : T have no intention to interrupt the
speech of the hon. Minister but

. I the question that was raised by
Shri Jor Manik Siem is about a C‘onstilutioual problem on
which T as the custodian of the rights of the hon. Members of
this House, I would like

‘ to read, Paragraph 13 of the Sixth
Schedule, to which the hon. Minister was pleased to refer :—
‘“The estimates receipts and expenditur

then if there lown separately in the
annual financial statemen; of the Siate tg be laid before the
Legislature of the State under Article 202 >

No doubt, the budgets were SCIL to the district councils for
discussion, but it appears from what Shyj Jor Manik Siem said
from the comments of the District

Councils particularly of the
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills Distriet Council that the budget
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was sent to the District Council on‘ly one day before the Session.
T would like to bring the notice of the Honse the fact that for
sending this to district council is meant to enable the members
of the dirtrict council to discuss it in details but if delay 1s made
in sendirg it and the delay is converted into a formality then,
both the spirt and letter of paragrah 13 is violated.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Tran-
sport, 'T. A. D., Etc.): Sir, in course of the discussion of the
District Budgets some hon. Members pointed out the fact that
there was delay in sending the copies of budgets to respective
district councils. It is deeply regretted that there has been
delay in the despatched of the copies of the budget but as I have
aircady said the hon. Finance Minister has promised to explain
the reason for the delayso I proposed not to supply to this
particular point.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 hope, the hon. Minister will appre-
ciate that I am not so much concerned with the reasons for
the delay but I am concerned with the fact that the budgets
were sent in a manner which did not conform to the spirit
and letter of Article 202 of the Constitution of India.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Sir, in future we
shall see that the budget copies are sent in advance to the
district councils so that the members of the district councils
get time to study it and then make there observations and
comments 1 fully agree with you Sir, that in sending the
budgets to the district councils we should conform with the
spirit and the letter of Article 202 of the Constitution. While
assuring the House that every attempt will be made in future
that copics of t_he district budgets will be made available to
the respective district councils in time. I am to throw some
light in this connection for the information of the hon. members
I hope, you will appreciate that we connot undertake any
programme unless we consult the Planning Commission and
get _the1r approval. For this purpose some negotiations are
required to be made with Delhi, so that some arrangement can
be made for early finalisation of the annual plan. Government
however, will make an carnest attempt to finalise the district

budget pa?tai_ning to Autonomous districts and to send the
copies to District Councils in time.

_Sir, Tiwas CLylngito explain to the House why it was not
ossible for GovernmenTt to accommodate various suggestions
for development by the various autonomous district council
Government would Jike to accommodate the various suggestions
of the district councﬂs‘m respect of development scheme ina
articular year, _but, Sir, as I_have said before, funds at our
disposal are limited and technical personnel for execution of the
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schemes are also limited. However, earnest attempt will be
made in future by Government to take up those proposals,
which require immediate execution by grants made available
throngh supplementary demands.
Next, I want to come to the various observ
some hon. Members in course of their discussion of the budget
and during the debate on the Governor's speech. It will not
be possible on my part to touch all the points, but T shall try
to touch the important points as far as possible. Some hon,
Members complained that facilities and concessions given to
other backward classes are not adequate. 1 admit that uptill
now it has not been possible for the Government to draw up a
special programme for the welifare of other backward classes,
had occasion to throw some light on this matter in this House
earlier for the information of Members about the difficulty in
this.  All hon. Members know that the Backward Classes Com-
mission  was appointed by the Government of India. The
Commission submitted a report to the Government but Govern-
ment could accept the report as it was, therefore, a Committee
was set up for a pilot survey in three States, namely, Bombay,
Madras and Bengal. This survey has been completed and they
have submitted their report. In order to finalise this recom-
mendation a conference was to be held on 20th March but
to-day I have received an intimation that the meeting has been
postponed till 7th April. I hope, Sir, when this Conference
will meet the list of other backward classes will be finalised and
then it will be possible for us to make a list of different people
of the State who should form part of other backward classes.
Article 340(1) of the Constitution of India reads like this—
“The President may by order appoint a Commission consisting
of such persons as he thinks fit to investigate the condition
of socially and educationally backward classes within the terri-
tory of India and the difficulties under which they labour and
to make recommendaiions that should be taken

by the Union or an ch difficulties and to

] grants that should be
made for the purpose by the Union or any State and the comn-

ations made by

as to the steps

e ] the recommeudation of the
Backward Classes Commission is

finalised both the Central
Government and the State Government would be in a position
to take up special programmes of development for the walfare
of the Backward classes as js being done in the case of the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes., and for this purpose
according to this particular Article of the Coonstitution of India,

available. At present,
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Sir, though no specific programme could be drawn up for the
benefit of the communities belonging to other backward classes,
rticular Government have been pleased to increase the

this pa ;
special scholarships to be granted in respect of the students
belonging to other backward classes. These scholarships have

been recently increased by 100 per cent. Of course 1 do not
mean to say that by granting them the special scholarships we
are in a position to look after the welfare of the pesple belong-
ing to other communities adequately. I admit, Sir, that more
attention should be given to this. That is why Government
have considered the desirability of constituting an Advisory
Board comprising of the elected representatives belonging to the
other backward communities. Government fully realise that
we should be able to know the problems and difficultics and the
social and economic handicaps of the people of the different
communities throuzh their own representatives. It will be
possible for us to realise in what way socially or economically
the people belonging to different communities are handicapped
from their representatives. 'We must know from them as to
what are their difficulties and their handicaps and with that end
in view Government have decided to constitute the various
Advisory Councils and Boards. Itis for this purposc that we
have the Advisory Councils for the hill tribals and for the plains
tribals and for the scheduled castes and we are having such
Advisory Boards for the members belonging to other backward
community. 1 personally feel that in the past in-spite of the
fact that crores and crores of rupees have been spent for the
development and q.pliﬁ?f_lcnt of the Tribal and Scheduled caste
peoples not only in this States but throughout the whole
country. The achievement in the field has not been in pro-

ortion to the amount be spent so we find to-day that inspite
of the fact that crores of rupees have been spent to improve the
condition of the people whether belonging to the scheduled tribes
or Schcd_uled castes or belonging to other backward communities,
their social and economic conditions remain almost the same.
Can we blame Government for that? Can we blame the
communities }l}emselves for that ? T believe Sir, in this respect
the responsibility lics both in the people themselves and to SOml;
extent in the agency which is responsible for drawing up_ the
development programmes. Sometimes I am inclined to think
that the various programmes of development that have been
drawn up in the past did not have actual bearing on the needs
of the people. It will not bhe possible, if wcgsirnply try to
draw up programmes at randuom and spend nioney for the
ion of those programmes, to raise the standard of

implementati
the people. Therefore, personally T believe that unless and
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untill. we are in a position to-day to create a-proper agency
' both for the assessment of the social and economic handicaps
of the ;people of the different communities and also. create an
agency for drawing up the programmes which will have actnal
bearings on the needs of the people and their social and econo-
mic handicaps and an agency for the implementation of these
‘various programmes, the amount that we are going tospend
will not help in raising the standard of the people who are
backward uptil to-day. It is with this object .in view as I
‘have started earlier that we have constituted these wvarious
~Advisory Boards and I am confident that with the advice
of these Boards, it will be possible for us to ibe more
realistic in our approach to the problem and we shall be  able
to draw up the development programmes which will have a
relation to the actual needs and handicaps of the people
belonging to different -communities. Yes Sir, as has rightly
been pointed out by my friend Shri Mohi Kanta Das,
people may ask why to-day so many Boards and Councils have
been constituted and what is the good of having them, and can
the economic standard of the people belonging to the backward
communities be raised because we have constituted a number
of Councils and Boards ? Ifthatis the feeling and opinion

of certain sections ol the people. I think that is entirely
wrong.

In fact why we are not in a position to get the full €O-opera-
tion of the people in the execution of the various development
schemes. - Because we have not been able to take them into full
confidence at the time of assessment of their social and economic
handicaps and in formulating various schermes for their social,
economic and educational advancement, In order to get their
full co-operation in the execution and implementation of the
various development programmes we should be able to take
them into confidence both at the time of assessmest of their
social and economic handicaps and ip drawing up various
development programmes ; in other words we must be able to

make them feel that whatever development Programmes are
taken in hand are their own pProgrammes.

They must realise fully that the schemes are their own
and that it is their own responsibility to give full Co-operation
in the implementation of these schemes. Sir, we need a
Body with which we can consult and know the various
social and economic handicaps of the people in the different
parts of the country and different lands. Sir, it may be so
that every community be it other backward classes, or scheduled
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tribes or scheduled castes may have certain common problem
and handicaps and may be backward equally 1n vanous-espects
but if we properly scrutinise their backwardness, we will
that their social and economic handicaps differ from com=
munity to community and from place to place. Therefore,
it is very essential, as I said earlier, that we must have an
agency through which it will be possible for us to make the
correct assessment of the requirements and handicaps of the
people. We also need an agency for drawing up development
programmes taking into consideration the social and economic
conditions of the people. Thirdly we need an agency through
which these various schemes can be properly implemented and
if these schemes can be properly implemented and the amount
properly spent we shall see in the actual ficld that there 152
progress and the social and economic standards of the _PCOPI?
are raised. I also share with the views of my friend Shri Mohi
Kanta Das, when he said that to day we should be able to
create a condition in the State by which we shall be in a
positions to get full co-operation of the people in the implemen-
tation of the various schemes. Yes, we must be able to create an
atmosphere where every section of the people whether belonging
to the scheduled castes or schedule tribes or any other com-
munity may feel that they are equal partners in their attempt
to build a prosperous State. We must create that condition.
Unless and untill we are in a position to create that condition,
our attempts will be handicapped and our prograimnmes will
also be handicapped.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon. Minister will
have to conclude his speech.

Capt. WILLIAMSON SANGMA (Minister, Transport,
T.A.D, etc.): I am sorry Sir, it is not possible for me to touch
all the points raised by my friends on the floor of this House.
However, I shall try to be brief. Now Sir, I was referring to
inadequate facilities and concessions allowed to backward people.
Sir, it has been stated by certain members about the apathy of
the district officers in implementing the Government policy or
extending certain concessions in respect of backward people:
if specific. instances are given, certainlythe Government will look
into the matter.

Now Sir, it has also been stated by my friend Mr.
Thanglura and Mr. Jormanick about the food situation in the
Mizo district and the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills district.
Sir, as we all know, Mizo district used to be self-sufficient as far
as food is concerned ; but recently due to flowering of bambhoo
it has been apprehended by the people that jamine will follow.
Sir, Government is fully alive to this apprehension of the people
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and adequatc measures are being taken to meet the emergency
if and when it arises. Now, so far Khasi Hills is concerned,
food situation in this district has also improved. Therefore,
Government have decided not to have fair price shops through-
out whole district but only in the border areas. However, if
there is an emergency and if the piice of rice throughout the
district again rises, it will be Government’s earnest effort that
such rise is checked.

Then Sir, regarding the points raised by my friends Rev.
Roy and Mr. Jormonick about untimely implementation of the
scheme for relief and rehabilitation of the border people, I can
tell the House through you Sir, that cvery effort 1s being made
by Government to implement the various schemes for the relief
and rehabilitation of the border people in the three districts
of United Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills and Mizo Hills.
In this connection we have drawn up comprehensive program-
me for rehabilitation of the border people of these districts
involving an expenditure of about 1o crores ot rupees. As
has been mentioned by the Finance Minister in his speech
during the current year Government was good enough to sanc-
tion 25 lakhs and I can assure hon. members of this House
through you Sir, that this amount will be spent to the last pie
in the implementation of the various schemes as per recom-
mendation of the Border Committee, But Sir, I have to admit
that even after having spent this amount to the fullest extent
the condition of the border people will not be improved much.
Personally I am mnot happy in such hasty  imple-
mentation of the schemes and in hasty drawing up of
schemes for relief and rehabilitation of the border people.
I can give an instance Sir, in Khasi Hills before  this
Border Committee was set up we have spent already about 47
lakhs of rupees for relief and rchabilitation of the border
people of United Khasi and Jaintia Hills but even then
the condition of these people has not improved, ‘T'hat
is so because of hasty drawing up of the programme, To be suc-
cessful in this we should be able to draw up programme for per-
manent €conomic mhabilitatio_n of these people. So I would
request hon.members not to be impatient, we are trying our best
and we expect Government of India also will be able to give us
more grant in future for this particular purpose.

Again Sir, it has been stated that relief given to the people
in the border areasof United Khasi and Jaintia Hills affected
by repeated firing of Pakistanis is not sufficient. I do not know
how such a question can be raised here in view of the fact that
Whenever there is any firing by Pakistan reliefis always rushed
to the affected people who have to leave their hearths and
homes and settle temporarily elsewhere. Another point was
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raised by some hon. members that we should taken over the’
Cherra-Chharak Ropeway. Sir, I have already replied on the
floor of this House regarding this particular point and' 1 do not
want to repeat it. But since a question has been ralsed‘, I can
only say that it will not be an econorical proposition to
take over this: Ropeway because the rope used will not last
even for one year more. But efforts are being made to connect
these border areas by a number of jeepable roads and I be-
lieve the transport problem in these areas will not remain as at
present as soon as these various road projects are completed.
Further ‘Sir, Government are determined that since we have
become independent, we willl remain independent 1n al_l
respects and will not depend: on others, and we shall not make
our borders people dependable on'the mercy of Pakistan: for
marketing their produces. We have taken steps to provide
marketing facilities for the people of border area so that
they need ot depend: on the mercy of Pakistan.

Another point was raised by NDr, Das that the name of the
Iribal Areas Department should be charged to that of Social
Welfare Department. This matter is under considerarion of
the *Government;

Regarding the point raised about delay in sanctioning
of grant on fee income unfortunately we have not been able
to do' much in this connection because this particular matter
is the concern of* both the Central and the State Governments.
So we could not make any provision in our Budget, this could
be done only through Supp'ementary Grants. Lhe delay’is
not ‘due to the failure of the State Government but due to
non receipt of clear indication from the Central Gevernment
who have also to bear a portion of the cost of this schenie.
But:T am glad to inform the House through you that we have
Sce got intimation from the Government of India that
they will continue this scheme and hon. members must: have
Seen a provision of rupees 10 lakhs under chis' head is an’current

YCar’s budgﬁt_ So T beli i i i
will be avoided, elieve in future the delay on this. sc

- Now Sir, Twant to make a few observations regarding’
I'ransport Departmen: Sir, I donot want to take much time'
of the® House in this particular matter. There has been:a
number of references that a number of new roads should be
taken up under the”Second Five Year plan. But Government
have decided not to take' up any new road project during’
the Second Five Year plan period: Hon. members also' have
made various complaints both on the floor of this House and
outside regarding  insuffic ency ' of the State Transport' service.
Sir, I admit there is enough scope for improvement of the
transport service throughout' the State.
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It is our anxiety to improve the existing State Road Trans-
port service and with that end in view we have decided not
to nationalise any new route. In the past in response to the
demand of the Public for nationalisation of number of routes
the Governniént had to nationalise number of routes without
taking i..to consideration of the efficiency
vice. Government had to nationalise the number of routes due
to heavy pressure from the public and with a view to render-
Ing more cconomic road transport service. However, we find
today that it will not be possible for the State Road Trans
port: Organisation' to render more economic as well as relia-
ble® transport service' unless and until it is in a possible to
stengthen' its repair workshop and maintenance set-up and
to acquire adequate number of vehicles. Sir, I am, therefore
to admit that we have not been able to make our transport
service as reliable as it should have been. You will therefore
agree with me; Sir that it is high' time for the Government
to stop- for the time beiug, nationalisation of new routes but

to allow: the Statc Road Transport Organisation to stengthen
its existing' service,

of the existing ser-

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Whether it
was decided to take up the North Gauhati-Barpeta Road ?

Capt. WILLIAMISON A. SANGMA (Mimister, Trans-
port, T. A. D., etc.): It was, of course included in the
Plan:’ However in view of the circumstances stated earlier
it would not be possible to take up that route for nationalisation
during the Second Plan Period.

Sir, for the information of the hon., Members I may
briefly” state the present position of the State Road Transport
Service.

At present the State Transport Service covers 1,116
miles. Our present streaugth of vehicle is 545. Out of ’this
total number of buses is 349 and the total number of luggage
vans'and'trucks is 159. Our daily scheduled service is 602 - the
mileage covered’ per day as per scheduled service is 21,,335
miles.  Our daily average number of passengers is about18,200!
Our daily requirement' of vehicles for performing 602 scheduled
services 'is' 214 and the sitting capavity per day is about 22,470.
In addition to this we need’ about 24 vehicles per day in
order to'run special services in connection with religious festivals,
politica conferences and Imarriage ceremonics, etc. It will there.
fore' be found that'our daily requircment of serviceable vehi-
cles is 238. It will therefore be found that our daily require-
ment of vehicles is about 238 whereas out of total number of
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buses of 349 as many as 29 vehicles are to be disposed of as
they become very old. So it will be seen that total number
of vehicles available at present is only 320. Out of this
about 48 vehicles are shut down for repair and about 45
vehicles are required to be off from road for complete check-
up and maintenance. Our approximate shortage of vehicles at
present therefore is about 28,

1t will therefore be appreciated that it will not be pos-
sible for us to ensure reliable service unless and until we are
in a position to acquire adequate number of vehicles in order
to meet the shortage. Accordingly we have already placed orders
for 27 vehicles.

I admit Sir, that people will naturally expect more re-
liable and comfortable service from the State Transport Organi-
sation. Government have also taken up this particualar under-
taking with a view to rendering economic, reliable and more
comfortable road transport service and every effort will be made
to render such service in future. It is for this reason it wil
not be possible for the Guvernment, to take up any new route
during the second Plan Period.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Are Government
thinking to give some relief in the matter of fare ? In Punjab
r1he fare is less.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port, T. A. D., etc.): This can be done through R.T.A. if it
relates to fares charged by private operators. :

Sir, I have been trying to place before this House the ac-
tual position of our State Transport Road Service. As I have
already appointed out at present our immediate shortage of vehi-
cle is about 28 and such it is not possible for us to look
after proper maintenance of the service vehicles. In order to
have proper maintenance of the vehicles we should be able to
allow every vehicle to be off completely from the line once a
week. I hope it will be possible to take up regular main-
tenance of the wvehicles as soon as we receive new vehicles
for which we have already placed orders. I can, however,
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inform the hon.Members that even at present the break-kown

incidence in our transport organisation is not very bad compared
to other similar State Organisation. Let me quote the figure :

Bombay  (Per 10,000 miles) 119
West Bengal (City service) S SRl 6270)
LB 069
Kerala 2:50
Andhra 1-66
Mysore s Sl

Madras (City .é;:rvicc.)

16-90
Jammu and Kashmir of course it

is very good oo o AR
Assam - 1-40

Thereby I do not mean to say that we are rendering a
very efficient service. As I Lave already stated, there is need
and scope for imprevement and our carnest attempt should be
to establish and strengthen the existing service,

Sir, regarding the point raised b
dar about tickets for less than 100
on the Link Express, I ma

practice prevailing on all the Railways

The main object is to Prévent concentration of passengers in
one train and to help their distribution. There are five
passenger trains runring between Amingaon and Fakiragram
(113 miles away). The ime-table provides for passengers bet-
ween Amingaon and F akiragram at least two convenient down
trains apart from Link Express and two convenient Up trains.
Between Amingaon and Sorbhog there are three convenient
down trains and two convenient Up trains, Regarding stop-
page of Link Express trains at Sorbhog, Nalbari ond Tihu
while introducing changes in the Timc-tab]c, the Railway;
consults the users through the sers’ Clommittees on which
wide representations are given.

. en. The Object with which cer-
tain stoppages hayc been eliminated 1s to shorten the time of
Jjourney for long distance Passengers. Such curtailment of stop-

pages does not necessarily inconvenience short distance passen-
gers as alternative convenjent trains are generally available for

y my friend Shri Taluk-
miles not being available

them.

Dr, ‘SRIH.ARI DAS (Barpeta :) Why no tickets: are
available in Railway Station where the Maij] train stops ?
Mr. SPEAKER : A fier all it is a Central subject. You
cannot ask for the details here, Only you can ventilate some of
your grievances here,
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Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA (Minister, Trans-
port and T.A.D., etc.): Sir, I would like to touch upon a few
points which have been raised by some of the hon. Members of
the House regarding River Transport. Sir, the Government of
Assam is fully alive to the necessity and importance of this
important branch of communication and therefore it has been
decided to set up an Inland Water Transport Wing with effect
from 1st of April, 1959. As an immediate start and pending
the coming into existence of a full establishment of trained and
experienced technical personnel, this Wing will undertake
surveys of potentially navigable rivers and waterways in some
of the remote districts in Assam, as well as such tributaries and
feeder rivers of the Brahmaputra and the Barak. Side by side
this Wing will plan out "the future organisation and adminis-
tration of the proposed port at Pandu in addition to getting 2
project study made for the future slipway, repair-yard cum
power-craft building-yard. The Wing will also preparc various
schemes to be taken up in the Third Five Year Plan with
particular reference to the restoration of the defunct Inland

Water Transport Services.

Therefore, it will be admitted that the Government has

fully realised the need for improving the River Water
Transport, v

e thEOX-:e references were also made regarding the conditions
Memb rp?ns in Assam. Sir, for the information of the hon.
facts ree I8 %.lhe House I would, therefore, like to _plagc certain
we hagar bmg this important means of Communication. Sir,
AViatio::eth een intimated by the Director General of Civil
6,000 ft alf.the.r“n“_’ay at Borjhar has been extendcq up to
a;1d Sk'l_?atmg It SUItglble for occasional landing of Viscount
for ry'da:s o Sam?tlD_‘n qf Rs.47,277 has also been made

" providing ground lighting equipment for extending the
portion of the runway at Borjhar Aiport.

So far as Sorbhoo Ai is is ai 1
/ : g Amnort is concerned, this airport 1s not
gnanﬁtal};led by the Director of Civil Aviation. It is I;nainta-in(fd
y the Army people and at present M/s. Skyplayers and M/s.
Air Assam have been operating on this air-field.

Sir, it will not be possible to touch upon all the points
raised within the time at my disposal. I can., however, assurt
the hon. Members that the various points raised by them will
receive the serious attention of the Government, As a matter
of fact, it is by such observation by such criticism that the

M e et | e
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Government can be put on the alert and the Government
activities can be strengthened. Therefore it should not be
misunderstcod  that because the various other points which
have been raised on the floor of the House have not been
touched upon, these points will be neglected or that no action
will be taken on them by the Government. Sir, it is through
the various observations’ of the hon. Members of the House
that we have been able to know the problems, the difficulties
and the needs of the people in different parts of the country.
It will be the carnest attempt of the Government to see that
all these suggestions, recommendations and observations of the
hon. Members are given due attention and consideration and,
in fact, they will immensecly help Government in its endeavour
to meet the needs of the people of the State as a whole.

With these few words I must again thank you for the
opportunity that you have given to me to take part in the
debate and I hope I have been able to throw some light on
the various observations made here so far as they relate to

the welfare of the Backward people and the Transport matters
are concerned.

Shri BISHNULAL UPADHAYA (Gohpur) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I congratulate the hon. Finance Minister for his illuminat-
ing Budget speech which was delivered to the House mentioning
therein almost all the important matters regarding adminis-
tration, Education, Development and similar  important
problems confronting to our State. He called on us to work
hard, sacrifice for the present in the interest of the State and
the people. Really, Sir, it is now time for us to work so that
we can make our country richer and stronger. If we work
in harmony with each other on constructive line, T am sure,
the progress and prosperity of our State is assured,

It is most gratifying to know that the
last decided to give equal pay scale to the
ment and Aided High Schools. This was
the All-Assam Aided High English School T
Certain other recommendations of the A
management, teaching, examination, etec,
our Government. I congratulate the hon’ble Education Minister
for his honest efforts which have at last borne fruit. I endorse
the view of the Congress Chief, Shri Mohendra Mohon Chau-
dhury and request Government to relax the educational qualifi-
cations of under-graduate teachers who have served for more
than 15 years in High English Schools of those who have

Government has at
teachers of Govern-
also the demand of
eachers’ Association.,
ssociation regarding
> are also accepted by
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already attained 40 years of age. Sir, Matriculate, Normal
passed, and Matric Normal passed teachers are not benefited by
the new pay scale. Their cases should also be considered

favourably in due course.

Sir, I propose to mention the names of some other insti-
tutions which have not received due consideration of the
Government. Sanskrit Education is not given due consi-
deration. Here I would like to mention that therc arc many
Sanskrit Tols in the countryside which have no buildings.
Even in some cases there may be some buildings, they are also
in wretched condition. Adhyapaks of these tols draw a salary
varying from Rs.25 to Rs. 40 per mensem. This is most
rediculous. If I may be permitted to say so, this is a direct
insult to the intelligence of these Adhyapaks of the tols, Not a
single tol was given cyclone damage grant last year although
many of them sustained heavy loss,. We are proud of our
culture, tradition, literature and civilisation. We are proud of
the masterpieces of Viyasa, Balmiki, Kalidasa and host of other
erudite Sanskrit Scholars of great éminence. The treasure O
knowledge stored in the Sanskrit literature as inspiring
generations of our countrymen in different direction. We can
afford to ignore the importance of such a language_ at the cost
of other less valuab'e things only at our own peril. Therefore
these tols should be reorganized and made more useful and
attrative to our students. Government had set up a Com-
mission with a view to expand Sanskrit Education but unfor-
tunately the recommendations of the said Commission have
not yet implimented. So I request the Government to make
available sufficient funds for the expansion of Sanskrit Educa-
tlfqni One of my friends have referred to about the condition
of tea garden schools are utterly neglected. They need
supervision, inspection and improvement. The labour class
people form the bulk of our population " They work in the
tea 1__ndustry which earns foreign exchange. I have some
practical experience of some of the labour class students for
their merit who topped the list in the examinations. This
shows that if proper facilities are given they may prove very
well in all directions. Justice is not given to them and they
are left neglected. So, it is high time that Government should
come forward and take the responsibility of educating the
children of the labour class people without further delay.

I should like to say a word in regard to cattle population.
It is an admitted fact that India possesses the greatest number
of cattle in the world, but we are getting the least quantity of
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milk for our daily consumption. Why is it s
because our cattle are not improv

attention for their better breed a

them early in the morning and expect them welfed and return
in the evening. On the other hand Government have no such
definite programme for improvement of cattle. Of course they
have set up a high power committee to enquire into the causes
of large cattle mortality in the State and to recommend some
measures to cope with it. They have appointed a good number
of field assistants and veterinary doctors here and there. But
still things have not improved. So, Sir, I would like to suggest
some points for the consideration of the Government. They
are: (1) Co-operative cattle cum milk production centres
should be organised and patronised, (2) Improved bulls

should be supplied for good breeding, (3) People should be
encouraged to take to fodder cultivation, (4) P. G.R’s and
V.G.R’s should be pr

eserved and improved. Encroachment
should not be allowed in P.G.R’s which are naturally fit for
luxurious growth of grass. The boundaries of the P.G.R’s

are constantly changing at the whims of the Mandals. The
boundary should be demarcated permanently by means of
concrete pillers and P.G.R’s guards should be appointed to

look after them w urers will go
a long way to improve our cattle and to produce more milk

and to supply healthy and strong bullocks for cultivation. In
our country cultivation canno

un nnot be thought of without bullocks,
So, it is interdependent with cultivation and production of food.
I, therefore, request the Governn

: i - *ent to give special attention
to this aspect which remains neglected so long.

o? It is simply
ed, we are not paying special
nd better fodder. We leave

I offer hearty thanks to the Chief Minister who during his
last visit to Tezpur subdivision fra

isi nkly expressed that this
subdivision had three bad pockets which need special attention
of the Government. He named them ag Helem, Dubia and
Charduar.. Some other pockets of this subdivision are alsc
backward in all respects. “The Chie inister was pleased to
direct the Deputy Commissioner of Darrang to inquire into all
these and discussed the matter with the President of the
Tezpur District Congress Committee for their development.
I hope that the other Hon’ble Ministers, Deputy Ministers and
the high ranking officers will appreciafe the views expressed
by the Chief Minister and to see the things themselves in the
interior of this subdivision,

As regards other demands, the public .of Helem of
Brahmajan have been .moving the Government through the
District Congress Committee, Local Board and the Subdivisional
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Jeveplopment Board for establishment of a public health
dispensary near about Kauripathar which is predominantly
inhabited by the plains tribal people, ex-tea garden labourers
and other backward people. The Hon’ble Minister of Public
Health was pleased to receive a representation presented to
him by a deputation during the last year’s budget session. He
was convinced of the necessity of a dispensary of this nature.
One yecar has elapsed, still I think this demand remained
unfulfilled. I hope in the next year this demand will be
fulfilled in any case.

Some small rivers named, Mornoi, Dubia, Solengy,
Chatrang, etc., are damaging the crops every year and some
times they also change their course to different directions. The
course of these rivers should be changed at all cost.

S}T, the Tezpur Subdivisional Irrigation Committee
submitted a proposal for construction of Kulaguri bund in the
Tezpur Subdivision. Tt is pending here for technical and
financial approval. If it is completed then it will be able to
irrigate about 6,000 acres of arable land. So, Sir I request
the Minister of Embankment and Drainage to help the people

in order to take to intensive cultivation, by according necessary
approval,

A good number of plains tribal people and other back-
ward people are living on the foot of the Dafla hills from
where there is no means of communication to link up with
the North Trunk Road. A road may kindly be constructed
from the fund under Article 275 to remove the diffiulties which
have been experienced by those people from a long time.

With these words, Sir, I conclude my specch.

: HUSSAIN AHMED (Mankachar) :
11;\<2[rr f(S)I;e}?iI;el;;eil}n ,aabt] s outset, I congratulate 1he(Financc Minis-
Shodteany o OY lpl“esentmg the surplus budget for 1959-60
wit -+ geliv 12 Sa for fresh taxation. While presenting the
b}ldget Bfo €red an illuminating speech giving us a clear
RIS ?r Ccl?nomm position of the various undertakings
in the past for all round development of our State and also
of the SCher?IfiSnganglrIémgrammes to be pursued in the course
: rema € years s <
fripﬁ};;erltation of theseyscher(:li;hzn%ecg?ggrfrll'?rlxllés ?Zﬁl;?;?f:),
will lead:us a'sl§13 forwal-d towards realisation of our cherished

goal, 2 socialistic pattern of society. Money though inadequate, -

MAULA VI KOBAD

N s e
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has been allotted to different heads to
prosperity. But, Sir, provision of mo
mean much. It is the wuseful transformation of money that
counts. If that is done in a right way keeping in view our
ultimate object then we are sure to be on our way to pro-
gress and prosperity for which we all are anxious.

ensure the progress and
ney by itself does not

Now, T shall speak a few words about food
ture. Our State is predominated by rural economy based
on agriculture. If we are to help in the development of
Assam our aim, always, must be to advance effectively on the
food and agricultural fronts. But, Sir, agriculture to a majority
of our cultivators is a deficit economy. The basic, physical
as well as environmental defects, such as fragmentation of
holdings, erosion of soil, outmoded cultivation processes,
vagaries of Nature, etc., have all combined to make agricul-
ture uneconomic and unprofitable and to keep the tillers
of the soil below the live of subsistence. I am glad to
say that ~Government are quite conscious of the defects
and are taking all possible steps to combat them. Of course,
itis a difficult task and it will take some time to solve the
problem, but, Sir, whatever defects might stand on the way,
they must go if we want to have increased food production
and self-sufficiency in food. Government should take effective
steps to protect the flood-affected areas by construction of
embankments and make all practicable arrangements for re-
gular and timely supply of water to the drought-affected areas.
Flood and drought are the worst enemies of cultivation. The
former destroys a large amount of Crops every year in low-
lying areas all along the river banks and the latter brings in
partial or total failure of crops. These two evils must be
fought successfully if we want to attain self-sufficiency in food.
Regular and timely supply of water is bound to result in higher
yield. So, greater emphasis should be laid on water ‘supply
in Wwhatever ways possible, whether by irrigation, power
pump or deep tube-wells. The insccts are still a menace to
our crops. We all know what damage was caused by them
to Ahu crop last year. The Agr

‘ iculture Departmen( should
remain alert and " ful

r . ly equipped to prevent recurrence of
this alarming phenoménon,

_ As regards the food position, I
would like to say we must always be vigilant and there should
not be any relaxation in our food production drive, nor
should we be, complacent. We should bear in mind that our
food position is likely to be uncertain and unstable when
agriculture in our Staté is still a matter of gambling in rains and
subject to so many factors beyond our control,

and agricul-
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The abnormal growth of population without correspon-
ding increase in acreage of cultivable land 18 also a maltter
that should rcceive serious consideartion. In this connection,
the possible solutions that occur to my mind are family plan-
ning, intensive cultivation by use of compost and green ‘manui‘e,
double cropping, rotation of cropsand the trar}sfcr of surplus
agricultural population to some other avocations of life.
am glad to say that Government have taken a decision tg
strengthen and revitalise the Agriculture Department an1
also to raise the pay-scales of all categories of Agricultura
officers, in order to attract better men to the Department.
We can only hope that the officers of the AgriCulturc Depart-
ment will show their efficicncy and prove their worth by .tl:lell'
activities in rural areas. The areas which they scar_cely visited
before should now be their principal field of activity.

I would now touch upon two other allied subjccts, vetert-
nary and co-operation. Cattle constitute an important 1tem
of wealth to our cultivators. Bullocks and male buffalocs
supply all the motive power of ploughing ; the COWS ang
female buffaloes supply milk and dairy products which add
to the income of our farmers. It is essential. therefore, that
;atge should be given better veterinary facilities. There w 4
tiOne?:;Y Qaftle mortality last year, as a result our Cumvl‘:"
prevengclw,d a serious set-back. Government _Sh‘)“ld 1318
Ses Ve measures so that such cattle mortality may not
et again. It is a matter of rclief to know that Govern-
nary i, considering a proposal to have one mobile veteri-
the}arelspensary in each of the plains districts for SF“"CCTI::

OVGmﬂS w’here veterinary dispensaries do not CXISE
& ment’s decision to raise the pay-scales of Veteriary
Partment officers, to ensure better service is also appreciated.

e r-lrhe officers -of the Co-operative Department are ren-

pla § USEf‘uI. service in rural areas. In future they are to

nat3ir VEry 1mportant role in various programmes ohae
onal Yeconstruction.

I would,
whether,

to the )

uld, therefore, suggest to Government to consider
In view of the valuable services they are rendering
ublic their pay scales can be raised.

I would, now, mention some of the urgent problems of
my constituency, Mankacilz}r, which is on the FEast Pakistan
border in Dhubri Subdivision. It is no exaggeration to say

that this is the most backward and neglected part of Assami.

e
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The communication of this area is hopelessly bad. There is, of
course, a fair-weather road, I mean, the Fakirganj-Mankachar
Road, but the condition of the road js so deplorable that not to
speak of vehicular traffic it is not even fit for pedestrians.
During rainy season if one has to go from Mankachar to
Dhubri, the District headquarters of the Goalpara district,
he is to go via Garo Hills and Goalpara town at an exhorbitant
expenditure, which our poor people cannot afford to pay.

Sir, this Mankachar area is a flood striken area. Every
year about three-fourths of the whole area go under flood.
In case of high flood, which generally occurs 3 or 4 years
after, the whole area goes under water, The result is that
the crops are wholly damaged and a large number of people
have to desert their homes and have gotto take shelter in
the neighbouring district of Garo Hills with their cattle.
The distress and suffering of these people connot be described.
Their problem is not to live human lives but to live at all
and not to die. To add to their miseries, the erosion of Brahma.-
Putra is causing terrible havoc and as g result a large number
of people have been made homeless and landless. In spite
of repeated public representations to protect this area from
the ravages of flood by  construction of embakments, to im-
prove the Fakirganj-Mankachar Road by raising it above
the flood level. It ig unfortunate that and to rehabilitate
the river eroded people are nothing is being done, I fail to
understand, why our Government 50 unsympathetic to the
sufferings of these people.  However, T would now request

the Government to give their best consideration for redressing
the grievances, I have mentioned.

With these few words, I conclude my speech.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari
Sir, I have heard that most of the hon. Members of this House,
who have taken part in this debate, congratulated anpd praised
our Finance Minister for presenting a surplus  budget, but,
Sir, I cannot associate in this with them, In the past also we
have seen that TFinance Ministers were not sincere to their
saying. ‘They show surplus budget so that we may feel happy
for a few days and this happiness is a psychological and tem-
porary one, because in the next Session of the Assembly, we
sce that they come with deficit budgets of huge amounts with
the result that the surplus they show in the budget session does

not hold gooc'l in the subsequent session and ultimately it be-
comes a deficit budget.

): Mr. Speaker,
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Moreover, Sir, the budget is a happy one when there is no
new burden of tax upon the poor peasantry of the State. As
the last straw is placed on the camel’s back, so also the burden
of taxation to last limit has fallen on the poor people’s back.
I have said on other occasions that we have to see whether the
sanctioned money is properly used or not. I say that it was
never properly used. There was huge loss and wastage of
money provided in the budget. There is none to 5c¢é whether
money sanctioned by this House was spent properly. From our
experience we have seen that sometimes demand for some
construction of building is passed, money is paid to the
contractor but construction is not there. Sometime construc-
tion is completed, bills passed for it but after a few days
construction collapse. In this way and in various other ways
huge sums of money are wasted by the Primary Education
?o:rl;td. They do not maintain proper account for the money
pent.

T dThIS budget is not for common man but for privileged few.
nder _ﬁus Government or under this budget peopls who are
Eﬁofjﬁt liecomc more poor with burden of taxes mostly falling
budget tlfemu-lciers directly or indirectly. It appears, by this
e Thilg;l?j :1dwi=,1tl ‘become richer and poor will become
section of the Pegpl c?b meant to go to the benefit of the richer

154 Sir, there are so many officers there in the top drawing
1g salaries, maki % i : S
they s ing the administration top-heavy, but in fact
st 5{"—‘-}’ where cartain file is or what work they are
SRR i i_lga but on the other hand, at the bottom low-
get less and less;f - }NO_rk more and more but they have to
food, sufficient cl Pﬁ._y with this small pay they connot adequate
chilarme ke otinggmedical Jfaciliies’ for their wife and
They are t ame case is with the peasantry of the State.
Y axed from all sid TG
everywhere. Under this des and their bluffed and corrupted
corruption in all Sphelll-i Government, Sir, there is large scale
cannot move a single Stci "Y:Lh Fhe result _that poor peasants
whether to police, in 1LWWI : out paying illegal gratifications,
Where ever they go they anfg;lf;&;a CClnr acll'ly vaernment office
. ERY sed and without money no-
thlf;g a8 d’on(}ﬁ I_ ?‘mhglvmg instances. If one goes to Sub-Deputy
Collector’s office to have a settlement of a piece of land, he
ca'nnot_ move a step forward in this regard unless he pays somec-
thing in the Sub-Deputy Colicctor’s Office. When a man
wants to put up a peti tion for an order or hearing, unless he
pays somecthing to the office assistant no order or hearing date
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will be given. If a petitioner wants o get a certified copy of
the petition he will never get it unless the party pay some-
thing to the clerk concerned. This is known to everybody, to
every pleader, and every officer and even Government know
this but Government is not taking any step. Why they have
given these chances I don’t know the recason.  Sir, at present
there are so many officers in_ the State which cannot be
accounted. The result is that we are getting less work. This
is the time of redtapism, so many officers and offices but we
are getting less work. Sometimes we are not getting the work
which we are to get from them. In his speech at the conclu-
sion, the Finance Minister has stated “our problem in the main
is one of orderly development™, . T think, I hope and I
suppose Sir, that he has stated it sincerely but in actual field,
this is not so, Sir. There is no plan and s

ystem to work in the
State. In certain areas there are roads and better communi-

cation and in certain places there is not a single road for com-
munication. Same is the case with regard to medical facili-
ties. In certain places there are hospitals and dispensaries
nearer to ecach other and in certajn places, there is no hospital
and no dispensary and the People cannot have any medical
facility when they suffer. So | say, Sir, there is no plan, no
programme and no system by which Government can improve
the State in a better way.

Sir, I shall now say a few words onl
nity Projects, Land Reforms, Communication and Relief and
Rehabilitation. At present, the Community Projects are a
total failure of the Government, Nothing has been done by
these projects. Only some buildings have been constructed
with huge amount of public money. Somejeeps have been
purchased for the Project Executive Officers for their holiday
touring only but nothing has been done to the State or to the
people, Let us hope Sir when the Panchnyat Bill is passed
these community projects will serve the people and the State in
a better way. R(garcling Land Reforms T shall say a few
words only. We arc happy to learn that a Bill for 2cquisi -
tion of land belonging to the religious and charitable instity-
tions of a public nature js being introduced but Sir whenaver
we pass any Bill we are also to see whether somebody is
affected or not.  Ifsome body is affected then we must give a
full and sincere protection. The Adhiar Protection Bill was
passed and by this Bill we have the intention to help the poor
adhiars. But what do we sce in the Bill. Tt has very much
affected the adhjars and they have been evicted by the

y about the Commu-
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1andlords and they could not be given the pr‘otec_t)ion. They ff;'le
very much facing difficulties due to this Adhiar Protection Bl'li
So, I am saying that Government whenever they pass a Bi
and if by that Bill somebody is affected, then we must give the
sincere help to these pcople. Now I want to say a few
words about communication and transport of the Statq. This
Government has utterly failed in its communication and
transport policy. We had the hope that due to the allocation
of a Railway Headquarter at Pandu, we shall get more
facilities in railway journeys. But the condition has gone
down from bad to worse. We had the hope that we shall
get railway lines to Garo Hills, North-East Frontier Agency
to Tarabari and such other important places of the State.
But not even an inch of new line we have got as yet. Our
Government could not convince the Centre. We had also
the hope that the Motor Transport of the State will be
nationalised but that also remains as a hope. Now what we
have seen  every day. The difficulty of the people is the
over-loading in all the lines. Drivers are fined upto Rs.1,200
aTt a tme for over-loading but still there is an over-loading.
Stﬁf‘f@;‘;‘i“ams no place to place the foot inside the bus but
overl-lo;}d'e are trying hard to enter in the Bus. So there is ;;n

ke s and sometimes even at the risk of the life of the
People ‘use to go on the body of the Bus. So Sir, I say

there j :

see (1?0]5 an over-loading everywhere. Why Government do not

reason 1t and what is the reason of such overloading. The
s is

over the Fllat the I'lln-nl?ﬁ:l‘ of buses is less. The bus will plg
the passeload' The private owner will purchase the bus arc;
N0t give ngers will pay to the owner. Why Government €O
will -Carnmore permits. By giving more permits, _Govcrnrpent
rance aiq... OT€ money as token money, line permit and insu-

- @-together near about 1,000 rupees per bus. Then why

Gover

.11’111‘1(-‘“1- is r o : S : 4
Ther - 18 not willing to giv ‘e permits in the ine.
Lhere mygt G g give more p

it gt e OIS intention behind but I do not know what

North ()“1“: (l-m\f(:l'nmcnt is to see to that. Sir, on the Barpeta.
Faung ] e % 3

thougsh ‘atl Road wia Hajo there was no bus permit

.SUIT]C bllS(ﬁS were .11 = o ~ 1 ow fOI‘
6 Permitg tender IOWCd 2 ply telnI)OIarlly. P

have been filed. ]]a\sf\;}fen called and _f.br these,LBgB ter_ldg;s
Formerly there were ]9y 1morc _permits cannot be g[l{v :
Basbari “line These 1: ‘311303 in the Barpeta—Bar-peta 0a
Barpeta-Tarabari ueB'Jl‘lSCs aSFe also allowed to_ply i the line
Daulasal I;ut( wh rr;“l)_era_ arthebrfxn and Barpeta—ghenga—
think there are s Y mMOre new permits could not be given.

¢ there are some bunglings in i, When Government I8
carning money of about 1,000 per bus then why Government
did not want to give permit to the buses, In this connection,
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Sir, T like to read one news from the newspaper which was
published on 3rd April 1958 in the Nafun Asamiya”.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary for the hon,
Member to quote newspapers in support of his views.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): I like to
mention this Sir, because it was the hope of the people and
also it was ventilated in the papers to have more buses.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member is here and he 18

ventilating the grievances of the people. T suppose it needs no
confirmation from anybody else.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED: I am leaving that line
Sir, now only one permit has been proposed to be given in the
line Barpeta-Barpeta Road to Patbausi extended to Daulasal
via Bhella-Tarabari-Chenga, my good God ! Those persons
who know the topography of the places will be astonished to
hear it. If thisis true then how the people between Bhella
Nogen and Batgaon area will come to Barpeta. Why new
permits cannot be given for these places. Ts there any cor-
ruption inside it ? Increasing the permits in the lines should
also not be done whimsically.  But we have seen it to be so,
There are three routes to North Gauhati from Barpeta-(1) via
Pathsala, (2) via Sarthebari and (3) via Hajo, At present iz
Pathsala there are 9 permits and this will e increased by one.
So there will be 10 permits in all. pig Hajo 6 permits will
be given to Barpeta and 4 to Tarabar} and so it will be 10
in number. But vie Sarthecbari with 6 existing permits 10
have been proposed to be added. This will make it 16 permits.
Why equal number of permits should not be given in all the
3 routes and why 10 permits in one line, 10 in another and 16
in another one. I think there is a corruption inside it and I
I come to the

hope Government will see to 1it. Lastly,
relief and rehabilitation. Sir, I am astonished to learn that
even up to this time, 23,000 families of the displaced persons
have not received any rehabilitation benefit, We have a full
sympathy with these helpless and homelesg refugees and they
should get the benefit immediately.  But Sir, in this

connection I would request the Government that not
a single local family should be evicted in order to give land
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to those displaced persons if* they are also eligible to gt}ltl
settlement. By evicting such familics another problem wi
arise and there is bound to be enmity between both lllcsp two
groups of people, I mean the local people and the  refugees.
So, 1 request Government not to evict a single famiiy of the
local people if they are entitled to get settlement of land. .

Then Sir, river eroded people of the State are also a
problem to the Government. They should be treated as
displaced persons. I see no reason why they should not be
rehabilitated. This problem of erosion affected people is also
a major problem of the State. These people also should mnot
be evicted from one place to another. After all they are also
human beings, they are also citizens, as such they should get
land and shelter. ‘So T would request Government to see that

some definite plan is made to rehabilitate the erosion affected
people also,

Lastly Sir, T only suggest one thing and I shall conclude
my speech.  Now, both Education and Public. Works Depart-
ment, Roads and Buidings Wing are the heaviest portfolios in
this Budget, so these portfolios should not be entrusted to only
otrlle Mu:uster. As far as my knowledge and information goes
there will' be a hiige surrender. of money by the Public Works

fpartmeat Roads and Buildings side. Sir, I have scen that
ni) work planned or unplanned has been done both in the
li'J1 atllt:._s and the hill areas. Particularly I have s:en personally
f(}r t}lf: kBIE)trpeta-T arabari road viz Palhari money sanctioned
amonn. - cPartment could not be spent and I think the whole
ount Will have to  be surrendered. In the hill arcas l]_lc |
P}?Sltlon 1S rather worse and miserable. I shall not explain |
the reason why. My only suggestion is that, as I have already
said, these two major portfolios should not be entrusted on one
e U AT B T Sl Department (Roads and Buildings)
side ShOU!d_ be entrusted to one Minister so that he can per-
sonally visit the hills and plaibs areas and see by himself how
works arc going on there. Ifthis is not done, 1 am afraid
there will be misunderstanding between the plains people and
the hill people because Sir, the mon ey that has been sanctioned
for the hills people for roads, etc., will be surrendered. So i
we are not doing these work sincerely then there will be mis-
unde:rstandingCyr between tléet g)t;ggliiatf tth};e pﬁains andr?fl‘cl if‘"i'f |
est Governmen ' dieavy DO
IS:’?lb:I[ig C\%:vrks Department (Roads and Buildings) is given to one |

Minister 25 ; :
; % e resullie my seat, :
With these words 51 I X i
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Shri HAMDHON MOHAN HAPLANGBAR [North
Cachar Hills (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congratulate the Finance Minister
for presenting a surplus budget without any fresh taxation
before us. It is for the first time within these few years
that we sec a surplus budget. But Sir, it appears the surplus is
the outcome mainly of the curtailment of expenditure under

certain important heads which it is felt cannot but retard the
prospect of development.

In the District budget of the North Cachar Hills T find,
Sir, that the estimated expenditure has been ruthlessly reduced
by about 6 lakhs over the previous years’ revised estimate. I
cannot understand Sir, the reasons why the expenditure has
been cut down in case of the most backward district like ours.
I feel Sir, that this cut in the budgetary allotment will be much
discouragement and not at all a h elpful trend: and this will
definitely hamper the progress spe

cially in respect of the imple-
mentation of arrears development programmes. On the other

hand, Sir, I beg to mention that the expenditure for districts like
Garo Hills and Mizo Hills, etc., have been increased and all that
definitely deserves appreciation. Whereas the reduction in
expenditure in respect of my district is perhaps the highest in
comparison with the others reduction by about 6 lakhs over the
last years’estimate.  Sir, may it, from the unjust and compara-
tively lower financial allotment for the district made in the bud-
get, not be assumed that this is because of the peace loving
people not taking part in the “Eastern Hjjl State Agitation,

In my district Sir, Government is taking very little interest
for the development of road communicatjon. The progress of
works done by the Public Works Department is going very
slowly. I agree that road construction Is comparatively diffi-
cult in hilly areas. But it Pains me to mention that those who
are put in charge for these works are not at all anxious to
expedite them. ~ So Sir, the Government sh

C ould take steps so
that the officers there be sincere, sympathetic and seek co-
opcration from the people. The former plea to explain the

delay in the execution of works financed by the Government of
India that on majority cases financial and technical sanction
were delayed by the Government of India does not exist now
as I am glad to learn from the speech of the Finance Minister
that now the Government of India has authorised the State
Government to give financial and Technical sanction in respect
of the approved road programmes. 1 hope, Sir, henceforward
no delay will occur for some procedural matters.

*English rendering of the Hindi spcech given by the Member,
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My district is an area which is constantly troubled by the
Naga hostiles. It is Sir, also known to the Government that
due to several raids committed by them caused serious damage
to the life and property of the people. It so happens bir, that
sometimes police even with full informations about the where-
abouts of the hostiles cannot move quickly to meet the situa-
tion. As a result the hostiles is in escape causing damage to
the people. This exactly happened during the last Maibong
and Laisong Raid. Had there been good communication
arrangements probably the life and property of the people
could have easily been saved and the entire gang of hostiles
could have also been captured.

; Moreover Sir, for want of motorable road Government is
to incur a huge amount of expenditure as porter charges to
supply rations to the army personnels, etc.. stationed in different
places of_ the district in connection with tile operation against
the hostiles. At present the Government is spending about
at Rs.22,500 per month, i.c., Rs.2,70,000 a year. - I hope, the
Governrf‘%ent_wﬂl. take necessary steps in developing the road
communication in North-Cacher Hills both in the interest of

law and order as well as in the interest of giving better commu-
nication facilities to the people there.

Ia : :
Govern:;e:ﬁrty mu;;lh VIVOI'rI(:‘d over the unhelpful attitude of the
istrict 1 Stowards the development of agriculture in my
district in this years bud g
to remove t} §§‘ oudget also I do not see any ray of hope
Ryt tfe tliculties of cultivators in my district. In my
Sareied n:ain] Prllnpf}Pal means of subsistance is agriculture
lrawback %On S-l.] Ung cultivation with all its inherrent
Crawa i S I Rl A oM et o ne SRt people _are
eager and are also gradually trying to giv the age long
practice of shifting cultivation taking asg afl ;ﬁern:ﬁiveg to wet
L1ee E‘ult.lthl.on_ But Sir, Ul_lfortunately to encourage people
in this direction Government is doing very little. In our areas
e are valleys suitable for o
s fleys suitas]ERonfor Cultlvauzn pr§v1d2d necessary
irrjgation facilities 1an]c31 help for the reclamation of the areas
are made avmlabrcl y tl}l;z Government to the cultivators.
If aIl.such areas ?rc_ hroug dl}nd'cr b ton A der plonph
thien” il gnattcor o r1_c}e OWI-IH bISt.“Cts I am sure Sir, will not
only be self-suflicient but will be in a position to have a surplus
for meeting the requirements in other parts of the State. But
I must say Sir, that n this d]re_ctlon Gove_rnmentas attitl.r_.de
is not very encouraging. In this  connection I would like
1ts fer to some activitics of the embankment and Drainage
I())c;eagtmen't'in my arca. The embankment of Jatiaga rivey
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has been taken up since 1953. But due to untimely and defective
construction it has become ever unstable. lood damage repair
works are required every now and then, but that too, it appears
is not taken up in time." Similar is the case with Mahur river
irrigation scheme. Irrigation schemes were  proposed and
selected for the rivers like Langting, etc., at Nablaidisha, Haza
Disa, Darang Bara, Mailu, etc. Collection of datas and su
works in respect of Namlai Disa and Hagza Disa have been
completed. But unfortunately there is no sign for the execution
of the works. I am very much in doubt Sir, whether the works
will be taken up at all. " If the irrigation scheme, I
ssion to mention, from Nablai-Disa, Haza Dis
Bara are completed, it is likely to irrigate an area mor- than
5 5q. miles which is now lying baren. The reclamation of this
area will go a long way in increasing food production and will
be a great helpful there. I am really worried over the helf-
hearted attitude of the Government in implementing this
scheme. T hope the Government will take up the matter with
right earnest and execute the work as carly as possible. I, Sir,
am pained to find that the departments concerned specially the
“mbankment and Drainage and Agriculture have become
over-burden with officials but without the necessary output
from them. It appears Sir, the works whereever they are, are
only in'papers in the files without anything tangible. They
should go in the interior to carry on real survey works operate
the schemes sincerely with the active co-operation of the people
and thereby enthuse the people.

rvey

beg permi-
a, and Darang-

Sir, I draw the pointed attention of the Government to
the fact that there has been recurrent failures of Jhums for the
last 3 years due to draught. People for t(he first two years
somehow maintained a semistarved lives by taking roots, barks
€tc. But Sir, this year their condition has reached a very
precaurious stage. The conditions are has further been
aggravated due to the sudden withdrawal of the supply of
subsidised food grains to the people.  Now Sir, the misery of
the majority of the people beggers al descriptions. I earnestly
request the Government to take a realistic view of the situation
and re-introduced immediately the scheme of subsidised supply
of foodgrains in an extensive scale as a preliminary step to
check further deterioration of the condition of the people. ‘Lhe
Test Relief works under taken is quite inadequate and this
requires to be immediately made on a far more extensive scale.
But for immediate and  earnest steps, I am afraid Sir, the
situation may lead to starvation deaths in some quarters,
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Next I want to speak something about education parti-
cularly in my area. Iam glad Sir, that in this year’s budget
provision has been made for the creation of a new educational
sub-division for North Cachar Hills with Head Quarters at
Haflong. This had had been long overdue. But, Sir, I am
very sorry to say that standard of education in my place is very
low. It requires a great deal of efforts to improve education
there. We, Sir, have at present only one High School at
Haflong. One High School has been started at Maibong and
Sir, it deserves immediate Government assistance. This
educationally backward area, I hope the Education Minister
himself will also kindly feel equally with me, require at least
3 more Middle English Schools at Harangajao- Ganjung and
Khu_nglun_g, I hope, Sir, the area will receive the Symlmthetic
consideration of the Education Minister.

Sir, the town of Haflong, a beautiful Hill Station. i
E?jofﬁunatfly C'I_CPrwed of the essential modern amenities of
e aétceents)ecuf:m_%y an good water supply. I earnestly draw
th lon oi the _(JO\rerﬂ,ment in these recards and request

1em to take immediate effective steps. E

the ]isfl:riirllzgfig%rlcq“ablle thing that itis for the Hills Station
R s Qrtl_ Cachar Hills, perhaps, all the gld and
the Railwa;?cqui?cn-ts- with the least amenities are provided by
e g i ]?,nt]?s' Again it is an accident that the trains
timings  Sir, it i; EPL‘?IS Sir, trains in this sextion know no
the stations ih the }:]l.rlt] ier a very painful fact, that almost all
waiting room f‘aciliti1 fsectmn are without any provision of
rains and sun at theeﬂRO'r the passengers who are exposed to
Haflong, Mahar, Mailons', Platorms Haranggajao, | 008
; = g’l A e e NS Eahpting. Railway stations
16q1_gre t 1e immediate Provision of Waiting._room {acilities. Sir,
Mmpong 1}9 ‘01‘10 of the most growing business ::elnlrt: SF o ha
North Qac war Hills. But Sir, unfortunately there is no Railway
godowns Wlm‘l} are essential both for the j ; - 't bliG

‘he National Rai] 1¢ interest of the pubio
and 1 liways. [ carnestly request the State

Government to move the Railway authorit P :
. 10 P ecdiate
removal of all these difficulties. y rities for the immedia

BLastI_y, S;r,bI i-eqtl]est thc_GOV_anmcnt to see that the funds
prowdcd in the buc %C mlf\?rVC in_time and the works executed
timely and Propet Y. ow, Sir, it has almost become a
regular practice that the money move in the latter part of the

. ¢., February and March thereby leaving very little time

year, 2

B . Sa (RN SR

T ks ot
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for proper implementation of the works. And this Sir, I beg
to be premitted to say, very often offers ample scope for wastage
corruption, etc. The works being carried through in a hurry.

With these few words Sir, T beg permission to take my
seat,

Mr. SPEAKER: Now it is 4 O’Clock. Usually the
House rises at 4 O’Clock.  We find the number of hon. Mem-
bers who are keen to participate in the Budget discussions is
still fairly large, and I would like to know the opinion of the
House if we can utilise some more time for discussions. Two
things cannot be reconciled, keeness to speak also disinclina-
tion to work harder. May T therefore suggest that the dis-
cussion may go on tili 4-30 p.m. After that we have an half-an-
hour discussion. That might take half-an-hour, So the House
may adjourn at 5 O’Clock to-day.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) :
So far as we are concerned, we have no desire to shut out the
discussions.  If more hon. Members are anxious to take part
n this debate, I suggest that they should be given an opportu-
nity. But, as you have seen, Sir, our agenda is very tight, it
may be difficult for us to find time. 1 would, therefore, suggest
that to-day we may sit upto 5 O’Clock and tomorrow we may
sit from 9 O’Clock, one hour earlier and also sit upto 5 p.m.

This will give another 24 hours for hon. Members to take part
in the debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as I am concerned, I am prepar-
ed to sit as long as it is necessary, because I have always held
that if we want to function effectively and maintain 2 high
standara. in discussions, it is only meet and proper that the
hon. Members get an Opportunity to discuss the Budget fairly
and squarely. If I may he permitted, I may strike a personal
note here. I tried to get the number of days allotted for these
discussions extended which would not be done due to the
delay in submission of the budget. Further if I may be
allowed to submit a obita dictum that we must be prepared to
work notonly for a large number of days, but also pe pre-
pared to sit longer hours every day, because it is only hard
and detailed work that will enable us to function with the
seriousness and effectiveness, Ouyp work deserves, ;

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlichera): M. Speaker,
Sir, our Finance Minister deserves congratulations and Public
commendations for presenting a surplus * Budget. Ie deseryes.
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further congratulation for estimating the Budget provisions on
the existing rates of taxation and without imposing any new
taxation measures. The allocations of money made_ in the
Budget on different heads of expenditure such as agriculture,
Cottage Industries, Education and Public Works, etc., ar¢
really praise-worthy. I hope that if the funds allotted _undel‘
different heads are timely and properly utilised, and active co-
operation from all quarters is availed our State will surely
make distinct advancement on the path of progress.

Sir, I have come from the district of Cachar which can
practically be termed as a tea district. Tea gardens, in Cachar
alone employ about 80 thousand workers having about 24 lakhs
of population. So there are a large number of uncmploycd
labourers. Ways and means must be found out to provide
employment to these workers who are now unemployed under
this Industry. I, therefore, suggest that some cottage industry
schemes should be introduced in tea gardens areas: sO that these
people can get employment and earn their livelihood. Sir, 1
would also like to suggest here that the unemployed labourers
of tea gardens in Cachar should be settled with land. But,
Sir, in my opinion the land requisition policy and also the
policy pf'land distribution in the district is far from satisfactory
rather it 1s very defective. Lands are rcquisitioned without
prior enquiry of its position. As a result several disputes arise
and continue for years, I cite the cxample of recent land re-
quisition at Dayapore Tea Estates where labourers occupied
land has been requisitioned. In the matter of distribution also,
tIhese unemployed labourers do not get their legitimate shares.
t},}therefore, appeal to Government to adopt a fix policy so that

€y can get their legitimate share in requisitioned land. Sit,
here I would like to cite another ql to show how the
things are going on. In 19 3 Shaexamp e 0 Hattich !
and Dol SLEAT t- 53 two tea gardens nan_ru::ly attichura
Dudpatil and Pa;.abt}fs closed. Two of their Divisions, namely
ireniched e lk ara Tea Estates, respectively and thus re= =
_workers. By agreement with the labourers they
settled the available land with them along with the lands poss:s-
sed f‘o‘r lo.ng. This was done with the approval and knowledge of
the district authority. Subsequently all the lands were surren-
dered to the Government and ' thus became Khas lands.
Now pro.seCutlon. cases have been started against the workers
with a view to eject them from the lands and to distribute 1o
other landless people because the lands are mnow Govern
ment Khas landsg though it was under possession of labourers
for decades. Notices have been served and they are being
compcllcd to give up their lands., If they ar: now to give Up

I ey e ot
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their lands, enjoyed for decades and now only source of limit
how they will be turned to street beggers.  Therefore, Sir,
when the Revenue Minister visited Gachar, last time, these
things were brought to his notice but, unfortunately, without
any result 50 far. T request the Government to look into this
matter very seriously so that justice may be done to these re-
trenched people, Sir, the workers of Clachar tea gardens are per-
manent settler.  After retirement they have no “place to stand
as they are to vacate the garden quarters also. This problem
Is also growing seriously and | Suggest 1o make separate a
portion of garden land at least for homestead for the future of
these people. Sir, it is known to many that two tea estates in
Cachar, t.e. Sonhalia and Chincorrie were closed due to mis-
management of the employer. The workers there submitted
repeatedly many representations to provide them with work
and to mitigate their sufferings but Government could do little
for them. Ultimately at the initiation of the workers organi-
sation a co-operative society was registered to purchase and run
these gardens. By an interim arrangement, these tea gardens
are now being managed and run and soon going to be trans-
ferred to the co-operative formed by the workers. But Sir,
how such a co-operative cap grow and thrive if funds are not
made available by Government ? I, therefore, suggest that
the Government must allot some reasonable funds for such
emergency and also with a view (o help and eéncourage such
co-operative movement so thag such endeavours may thrive and
prosper fighting agent the malicious Propaganda of the unso-
cial political elements, Sir, two other gardens in Cachar are
closed still now. They are Manik Nagar and Durga Nagar

Tea Estates. Nothipg has been done by Government to help
the workers, so far, in their sufferings.

If funds could be made available theg
could have been taken over and run by a co
fore draw the serious attention of the Gove
special fund to meet such emergency.

€ two gardens also
-Operative. I, there-
mment to create a

Sir, it 1s known to many that Madan
Cstates the out gardens of Jalalnagar Te
in the Karimganj Subdivision and just
East Pakistan. The labourers there h
sreat sufferring due to repeated firings by Pakistan. The
Smooth running of these two eéstates have been greatly
hampercd as a result of which the labourers have been losing

pur and Rampur tea
a Estate are situated
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wages very often. I request Government to extend some
financial help as relief and also otherwise to these labourers
in such miserable condition. They have been panicky and all
possible steps should be taken to remove such situation. Sir,
the Macneil Barry group of tea gardens in Cachar has resorted
to lay off, to save money from the 18th of February, 1958. The
workers there numbering about 16/17 thousand have been put
to great sufferings. I do not like to say much in this matter
because the Government has referred the case to the Tribunal for
adjudication. I hope the real cause of the alleged loss pleaded by
the employers will come to light. Sir, to-day I have received 2
telegram to the effect that even medical facilities and educational
fac1l1t1e§ have been withdrawn by the employer. This is really
very painful, Sir, but I hope Government will immediately take
up this matter very seriously and do the needful.

Mr. SPEAKER . I_IOI]. Sbl r oy ta ]
' . e, The Deputy Minister 123
requested the hon. Member to forward this t%:legyram to him.

Sir IS?IT;HGdAU}? I.SANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): Thank yous
P aay 1(1)1 that. The telegram has been received an hour
Deputy Mi 1ave amind to do so, by personal contact with
ood pOSitiOIEb-tel' Sir, I, now like to discuss something about the
surplus in ric HL B Lo of Cachar. Tt is said that Cachar 15
versons fro CE Ut_ afu?r the influx of large member of dlsplﬂ.CCd
pisited the;.l _,aSt .paklstan I din’t think itso. The flood _that
considerabl Istrict in September last destroyed the crops 11 a
akandi subz-pPI:tIOH on the Southern part of Silchar and Hai-
dented ﬂoodwlamns of the district. This was, Sir, an unpreces
of this heavy f] Oéh i suddenness and magnitude. As a rcsu?t
derable qua};“i?o ,fevcn the landlords who used to sell a consi-
The insects alsc};‘ 21' ; -Paddy have now no rice at home to eat.
these things ha istroyed the crop to the extensvie areas.

The tea gardens \ff:’gn cembined to make the district a deficit one.
employers approa ;re consume a large quantity of rice. Some
the labOurerspbutc Cd] pee local authority for supply of rice for
TR e tihe C;cou d not avail. Cachar Tea Industry will be
of rice to the gar?l\;:f]gn;?e?g Canbot supply adequate quantity
ment to look into this mattlég()l'ljrice. So I request Govern:

_ Sir, Government should maintain sufficient stock to supply
rice even to rural areas at reasonable price because the rural
areas specially the flood affected areas in the district are facing

scarcity now. If timely action is not taken by Government, [ am -

afraid, the law and order situation may take an unfavourable turn.

PR
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So I would request the Government, before it is too late, to keep
sufficient stock of food-stufl for the district. The price of rice
in town has gone up to Rs.25/26 per maund and that is also not
available in sufficient quantity. This is really alarming. Coming
to the question of forest villages, I would like to say that these
forest villages are situated in forest areas and are very unhealt-
hy. There areno medical facilities at all. If any body is ill,
he does not know where to go and gct treatment. So special
care should be taken to extend medical facilities to these forest
villages.

There is one important thing which I would like ftoibring
to the notice of the Government. This is about the right on
land in the forest villages.

So let me bring to the notice of the House the question
of right of the people over the land reclaimed, cultivated, and
possessed for long. These people are evicted at any time by
departmental officers. No Court orders are necessary, no legal
proceedings are pecessary as those of other people out side the
forest villages. I have seen, Sir, people who have been enjoy-
ing land for the last 40 years or so and holding receipts for
rent paid to department have been evicted as encroacher. My
point is Sir, it these people are evicted as encroachers and if
they are guilty there the officer who gave them land and granted
receipts is also guilty and should be equally punished. 1 hope
Government would take adequate measures to check corruption in
forest villages. Sir, Cachar and Mizo districts produce a huge
quantity of bamboo and I hope the Government would give due
consideration for the establishment of a Paper Pulp Mill to a
suitable place in the district of Cachar., As far T understand,
the experts have also given opinion that the bamboos of the above
places are 1deal for Rayon Industry. Sir, all the students desirous
to take up Medical line are not getting seats for admission into
the Medical College at Dibrugarh due to its limitation of seats.
So, Sir, I fervently hope that the Govcrnment, for all round
development, would consider the establishment of the Second
Medical College in the district of Cachar so that facilities may
be availed of by the people of this State and the increasing
demand may be met.

Sir, introduction of English in M. E, Schools has created
a great difficulty, because the student are gradually withdra-
wing from the M. E. Schools and are Jjolning in the M. V. Schools
to avail education free of fees and the M. E. Schools situated
side by side. with M. V. Schools are dying out.. I hope Six,
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the Governmerit will consider this question_seriously and take
steps to maintian the same facility to M. E. Schools and upto
class VI of High Schools also, so that these may not be affected
as stated above. Sir, I appreciate the Scheme of the Govern-
ment and request at the same line, to save the M. E. Schools
also allowing same facility to the students as that of M. V.
Schools in the matter of fees.

Sir, as regards the Co-operative credit f
like to point out that the short-term loanis not
poor peasants, because in the matter of re-p
utilisation this is not very much helpful under t
I would, therefore, suggest that the Government would consi-
der this matter and extend the medium-term loan to the poor

easants to more extent as this demand exists every where.
In flood affected areas time should be granted to repay such
loan or cther revenucs and remission should be gra.tend to where
possible in deserving cases. Scedsshould also be supplied to

these areas.
Myr. SPEAKER : Hon. member will please conclude his

speech in a minute.

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): T shall now
try to conclude my speech Sir, on several occasions I have brought
to the notice of the Government the various demands of the people
of my cachar district in the past and I don’t like to repeat the
same. I shall bring forward only few points which concern the
district of Cachar most. The Shillong- Jowai-Badarpur Road
is very essential for the district of Cachar to connect other
parts of the State and therefore the completion of the work
should be donc as early as possible. Steps should be taken to
complete the Barak Bridge also without much delay.

acilities, I would
beneficial to the
ayment and best
he conditions.

Apart from these Ilike to confine myself to may consti-
tuency, NOW.

Mr. SPEAKER : I don’t think you can now confine to
anything. o

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY : One minute more Sir,
and I will finish. The Hailakandi College is facing financial
difficulty and as such a lump sum grant should be given
to the College along with grant in aid for B. A. Section.
The Koyah-Latakadi Road, Black toping of Hailakadi-Kari-
Chaﬂ?» RO&C!, .apd a dispensary at Allaicherra all in Haila-
{a{al‘fl Subdivision should be taken up to meet the needs of the
reas.

With these few words, Sir, I resume may seat.

e Rl =
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Half-an-hour discussion under Assembly Rule 49 on
matter arising out of answers to Unstarred question
Nos. 55 and 58 asked by Shri Biswanath
‘Upadhyaya on the 1l4th March, 1959

y

y regarding Bidya:agar Tea Estate,

'\“\,ér. SPEAKER: Now we have half an hour discussion
for which notice was given by Mr. Biswanath Upadhyaya.
I hope the hon. Member who has given the notice is acquainted
with the procedure so far as half an hour discussion is
concerned.  “The Member who has given notice may make
a short statement and the Minister concerned shall  reply
shortly”’. Therefore, Mr, Upadhyaya will speak for ten minutes
and the Hon’ble Minister will reply for ten minutes and
if any clarification is asked for, since 1t~ is only  Mr. Upadhyaya
who can ask for clarification, five minutes will be uiilised for

clarification of any doubt that may arise in the statement of the
Hon’ble Minister.

Shri BISWANATH UPAHDYAYA (Patharkandi) :
Mr, Speaker, Sir, first of all I want to thank vou for giving
me this opportunity to discuss this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Not only

me you have to think the
hon. Members also.

Shri BISWANATH UPADHYAYA: As | have read the
questions I find that majority of the answers are incorrect. I
find that in No. 55 my question was ‘‘whether it is a fact
that more than 35 servants had been employed in the bunga]o\v
of the Manager of the Bidyanagar Tea Estate before 25th
September, 1958’°. Another question  was ““what is the
number of workers employed in the houses of the members of
the staftf”. I find that all these questions are replied as no,
does not arise. I find that an attempt has been made to give
wrong information to the House, I can quote documents to
prove that all these answers are incorrect, F irst of all, T want
to read out a letter addressed to the Dej issi
Cachar. Although I tried my b
the garden, although I telephoned to him three times and
also sent telegrams, I could not take him to the garden. At
last with great difficulty I persuaded hiy

N to come to the
spot and he found that there was unauthori

of labourers. I wrote to him on the 22nd September, 1958.
This isa copy of that letter: ‘‘Please refor to my talk I
have had just now over the phone. As I have told you I
came here to contact you over the pPhone as the line befween
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Dullabcherra and Hailakandi was out of order. I was expect-
ing you last week as I had explained to you during my
last visit to Silchar on the 13th instant that a good number 0
workers were being employed by some of the members O
the stall' for their paddy cultivation. Now the paddy culti-
VaiiO'ﬂ 1S OVEer and }/(JLI '\‘\jill hﬂ.VC to deCHd LIPOH evi(lences

only.

In this connection I have got in my possession direct
roof of that and if the Hon’ble Minister agrees with me I
ke him to the garden and he can sec with his own
at employment of labourers in this way is going on
Through Sardars labourers are being employed under
dy field outside the

P

can ta
eyes th
there.

them and they are working in the pad
arden and thay are being paid out of the garden fund.
One day three labourers were employed by Ram Charan
Kum in building his house. I can quote the letter signe

by these labourers before three witnesses.

Again my question No.55(¢c) was: ‘“What is the area of
the vegetable garden of the bungalow and what was the
area before the year 1953”. The answer is: ‘“About one
bigha and it was the same as before Tg5 372 s e tihi{s &S far
from the truth. In fact scveral bighas have been brought
under vegetable oaltivation and - this is -with’ the labour of
the garden workers. Again at (g) I asked: ««Whether it is

a fact that labour force does not get medicines from the
same from

garden hospital and they have to purchase the
the market for their treatment”? ‘LThe answer (O this 1s:
arden hospital

«“No. Th(: labourers get medicine from the g
. In this connection I have got the copy of @

regularly’

Jetter: sent (o the General Secretary, Cachar (ha Sramik
[}Jlr.uc‘),n which was written by the garden Panchayat. It 1s
this.’

This is a represcntation to the Union and a copy has
been sent to me. Here the reply is given that they are
etting rcgu]a‘r med}CIIle from the garden hospital. Then 1
asked at (k) ““what is the number of the Sirdars in the said
garden . The answer given herc is: 16 (sixteen)’’. SiT
if an enquiry is made I have no doubt the actual number
was: Whether

will be found. Next my question at (2)

Government are aware or have received reports to the effect
that the_ payment has been shown in the books against the
names of those workers who were absent™. The reply given
is ¢“No”., But we find that in fact many labourers whao are
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employed either by the garden Manager or the garden staff
in their private work are being paid from garden fund,
Even the absentees get theiy wages and the money actually
goes to the pocket of the Hazari Mohari and there is a

rumour that the Manager also i getting a share of that
money.

I have got one document. wkich I can give afterwards, to
show that one labourer was ahsent from the garden but he was
paid regularly. T also know that more than 10 Iabourers are
regular absentefzs » they are working in some other garden,
But they are being paid here also. My question was whether
some absentees are also getting wages regularly from the garden
The answer 18 “*“No™.  But I have got documents to prove that
these absentees are paid regularly by the garden,

Then, Sir, in question No. 58, I asked “‘what is the num-
ber of the labourers and their dependent who have neither land
nor any othel_" sources of income other than their wages ?”°
The answer 1s “‘there are 379 labourers with 346 dependents
who have no Khet land. 1t is not known whether or their de.
pendents have any others sources of income, besides wages.”
Here the Government is quite ignorant whether these labourers
have got any other occupation or not. But I put a question
“whether GOVCI'HII}ent are aware that because of the failure of
the management either to pay their wages or to supply food-
stuff to them there wag discontent among the labour force” ?
The reply was “‘some discontenmenr prevail among a section
of the labourers who have no extra source of earning.,, Here
Government categorically implies that there gre some labourers
with extra source of earning, whereas in reply to question 58,
they say. It is not known whether they or ° their dependents

have any other source of income, besides wages’. “ These ' are
quite contradictory statements. ‘ ]

Now, it is a practice with the garden
harass some labourers by filing cases against them. Some out-
siders are coming to the garden and are getting contracts and
cutting trees. 'These outsiders are asked by the Management
to file cases against labourers in order to harass them, My
question was ‘whether it is a fact that Some  outsiders have also
filed cases against the garden labourers 2% BUThE reply is “No’’,
Then asked “If so, who are the Persons and what are the com.
plaints against the labourers 0 Phe reply was. ““Does mnot
arise®, The next question was ‘““whether these outsiders are in
anyway connected or benefited by management ?’° The reply

Inanagement to
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was “Does not rise”. The point is now that Govcrnment
says no case has been filed against labourers by :outmders.‘ But
I have got copies of summons from the Court issued to some
labourers.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : When
was this question put ?

Shri BISWANATH UPADHYAYA: (Patharkandi):
This was put in the last August Session.

MR. SPEAKER: But the hon. Member can raise a dis-

cussion only in respect of these two questions.

S_hri BISWANATH UPADHYAYA: 1 puta series of
questions and these are all inter-connected.

MR. SPEAKER: May be, but the rules of procedure
provide the discussion can be raised only in respect of questions
putin this Session and not in a previous Session. If the hon.
Member had mentioned that he would like to refer to ques-
tions put in the previous Session also, I would have considered
about the admissibility of such a discussion. But he mention-
ed only these two questions. So, we have to confine ourselves
to thesc questions so far as this discussion is concerned.

Sbri BISWANANH UPADHYAYA: In that casc [
would seek your permission to refer to those questions also.

MR. SPEAKER: Not to-da o1 : .
1 ot e -day. The hon. Member has to give
1'jl?awlcms notice. The rules of procedure are there and he
should have taken advantage of them, I am always ready to

help the hon. Member : v
help themselves. ers, but I cannot help them if they do not

Moreover, the hon. Member’s time is up.

Shri HARESWAR DAS Minis evenue) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I was somewhat s_urg)rised tl:; t}-ﬂ speech)of Shri
Upadhyaya. He did not mention any points in his notice, but
in the Agenda two points are mentioned, viz., (1) the number
of servants employed in the Bungalow of the Manager of the
Bidyanagar Tea Estate and (2) wages of the labourers of the
Bidyanagar Tea Estate. These are the two points which 1
find in the list of business. But the hon. Member is totally
silent in his notice as to what point he wants to discuss.

—J
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Mr. SP_EAK_ER: In the notice he said what he wanted
to raise @ discussion in respect of questions Nos. 55 and 58.

Therefore, when he did not supply the details our office helped
him. =

Shri_ HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): T have
no objection to that. I am prepared to reply to these two
points, but in his speech he mentioned many other things.

Mr. SPEAKER: He must confine to questions Nos. 55 and

58. He cannot raise other matters in course of this half an
hour discussion.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Very well, Sir, regarding
these two points, I also find that some more clar

; 1 L ification should
have been given in the replies. The question was whether

35 servants were employed in the Bungalow. The reply was
“No’’>. I also feel that the reply should have been more clear
and stated the number of servants employed in the Bungalow.

I now supply that figure. In the Bungalow eight persons are
employed not 35,

(Shri Upadhyaya, again rose to intervene).

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Members,
in any discussion should have a working kno
of procedure. The rules of procedure regarding half an hour
discussion is very precise. The discussion is to be limited to
half an hour, not a minute or a second more. Then hon.
Member has made a statement and the Hon’ble Minister is
replying to it. He should first listen to the reply and then if
any further clarification is sought he may ask for it provided
the time-limit of half an hour is not exceeded.

before participating
wledge of the rules

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Now, as I said, Sir, in the
Bungalow there are eight servants.

About the wages of labourers, my friend has not touched
this point. But if 1

you want I may give the information.
Myr. SPEAKER : Yes.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: These 'arc the wages, which
have been fixed under the Minimum Wages Act,
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Male labourer—Basic wage 10 annas ; dearness allowanct’i
7 annas and conversion allowance 5 annas. That means al

told Rs.1-6 per day.

Female labourer—Basic wage 9 annas, dearness allowance
7 annas and conversion allowance 5 annas. That 1s m all
Rs.1-5 per day and working minors. Total—12 annas. That
is the wage. That is the exact amount we have paid. 5o
these are the two points raised.

Myr. SPEAKER: There is another point, I suppose
regarding non-payment of the wages of the labourers.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): That we
admitted in our reply also. In certain periods there was non-
payment. The Labour Officer went there and made an enquiry
and from the Labour Officer I got the figure that on 3 dates, z¢.,
the amount which fell due on 18th July, on 25th July and then
on lst August, the wages could not be paid. On another occasion,
the wages which fell due on 26th June, on 2nd July, and on
9th July could not be paid. But then we gave the reasons in
the Answer as to why this could not be paid and the Labour
Commissioner made enquiries on 12th January, 1959 and also

on 9th July 1958 and he said that since these dates the pay-
ments were regular,

Mr. SPEAKER : There is one more point and that is
about the 272 labourers with 346 dcpcndé)nts who have no

khet land and it is not known whether they or their dependents
have any other source of income. |

Shri HARESWAR DAS : . i
regard to that, Sir. AS: There is some difficulty 1n

Mr. SPEAKER : But the question is whether Govern-
ment have any information about that,

Shri _ITIARESWAR DAS : 1In this garden there are 450
labourers in €xcess of requirement. They are paid regularly
but actually they have no work. That ‘is the position. We
wanted to discharge some of the labourers butthe Union took

bjection and they demanded a very big sum as compensation.
r.j_-'hat is the difficulty with this garden. Itis not known if the
dependents have any other source of income.
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+ who was a labour leader. So this coul
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Mr. SPEAKER: Byt G
mation as to whether they hay
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overnment may have the infor-

¢ any other source of income or
not. Any- authority which runs  this garden should know
whether the labourers have an

y additional income or not.
Shri HARESWAR

DAS (Minister, Revenue): That
is not with me, figure Sir

Mr. SPEAKER : But that

is the main point of Shri
Upadhyaya—whether the depende

nts have any other income.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Sir, during discussion that was
not pointed out. Even these figures I supply were obtained by
phone and by telegram. The other day the figures of how
many servants were in the bungalow were not with me. After
we got the notice, we brought the figures. This point was not
in the notice. Enquiry will have to be made,

Shri BISWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi):

encouraging corruption.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a procedure by which the
hon. Members can function and if has anything in mind to
say that should be relevant for this half and hour discussion,

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY (Lakhipur): I would
suggest something, Sir, that as the Bidyanagar Tea Estate is
the only garden being managed by the Government but
unfortunately there are so many complaints about various kinds
of corruption, I would suggest that a Committee consisting of

officials and non-officials may be formed to g0 into the matter
very thoroughly in order to clear the Position. We are urging
upon the Government to take over management of the
mismanaged gardens, but if it be the case that Government is
unable to manage one garden—h

: OW we are to believe in
Government’s management, .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. I would réquest you to help
me in conducting the proceedings of this House in accordance
with the procedure of the House, This is 2 matter which can
be raiseé) while the Budget discussion is

£ S going on. The
hon. Members who .are interested in the labour movement
have spoken and I think the last speaker was himself a man

d have been done in the

Budget discussion. This cannot be done in this half an hour
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discussion on the subject because for this half an hour discussiol
the rules are very specific and they have to be specific pbecause
we have to complete our discussion within this half an hour 2

that can be done only in terms of the rules of procedure © this

House. Now that disposes off this business.

Adjournment

“The Assembly was then adjourned till 9 A. M. on Thursday,
the 19th March, 1959.

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,

The 21st September, 1960. Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly:

AGP (LA) 2178/60—225—217-9-69
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