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Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the first General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitation of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
10 a.m. on Wednesday, the 27th October, 1954,

PRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B.L., Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, three Parliamentary Secre-
taries and sixty-cight Members.

Condolence on the death of Jonab Raf Ahmed Kidwai,
the Union Minister for Food and Agriculture

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission I should like to bring to
your notice as well as to the notice of the hon. Members of this
House with deep sorrow the sad and sudden death that occurred
in NC\V DC“]I Of Rﬂﬁ I\hlllﬁd Iii(l\\/'ﬂi, [,hC Union I\{inister for
Food and Agriculture. In him we have lost a valiant fighter in
the struggle for freedom and one of the ablest statesmen and
administrators and politician of India. He was a perfect gentle-
man and he used to tackle all public problems very expeditiously.
He used to cut away official routine works sometimes and
immediately to attend to representations made: to him with
regard to any difliculties in any State, “pbarticularly in our State
arising in connection with distribution of fooq and other essential
commoditics. He used to call all the Heads of the Departments
as well as the Secretaries responsible for those and after
discussion he immediately used to finalise the matters s» that
measures could immediately be taken to meet the difficulties of
the States. Besides that, he was a man without
colour. He not only tried to do things without any communal
outlook but his action created confidence ip those persons who
do not bclong to that community, e yyqq a man who did
.things without any communal biasg and during the struggle for
independence he had to face opposition from men of his own
community to a great extent. He dedicateq his whole life

practically in the cause of the country’s Independence and

during the course of India’s struggle he siffereq most along with
other fighters for freedom. Besides that, as 2 Unice Noater

for Communicqtion, I_]is gchievements were great and he started
night-mail service bringing mail to ( i

. ; : : ifferent places in shortest
possible time. We are feeling his logs and express our grief and

any communal
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sorrow. As soon as he assumed charge as Minister for Food and
Agriculture he tried to tackle the food problem in such a way
that he uvultimately succeeded in removing the control and
producing food more than sufhicient for distribution in the
country and he was trying to remove the control on other
essential commodities like sugar and other such things. He
died in harness. tle was so keen on attending to public matters
that he did not care for his own life and comfort. Immediately
after his return from Kanpur he was going to address a public
meeting where he felt exhausted in getting inte the dais, but
somehow he got into the dais and began to speak when he
again felt tired. He was then told to make the speech sitting
and while addressing the meeting he had to stop suddenly and
then he had to be carried to his residence, but before he rcached
his residence he expired. In this way he died. We express
sorrow and sympathy and share the grief of the members of his
bereaved family.

With these words, Sir, I have brought to the notice of this
House the death of this great statesman.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on
behalf of the Members sitting on this side of the House [ fully
associate myself with the sentiment expressed by the Leader of
the House on the sudden and untimely decath of Rafi Ahmed
Kidwai. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai was a mystery man and his
method of doing things and of approaching problems was also
very uncommon. He succeeded where many Members of the
Cabinet fumbled and failed. He succeeded in solving the most
important and burning problem of the country namely, the food
pI'Ob].C'KIl. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai was a commoner. He was not
only a great statesman who kept aside all prejudices of commu-
nalism and provincialism but was a commoner who tried to
understand the problems of the country with the ecyes and
feelings of common man. He was very often found in the
queues of a post office or in a shop like an ordinary customer
and in ordinary shop he was found talking toa shop-keeper and
in this manner he tried to understand the problems of the
country and succeeded in solving them to a great degree. Sir,
we are really very sorry to hear about his death. In his death
the country has lost a valiant fighter, a man who was very
much wanted at this moment when different prejudices are
operating in the country. We today have nothing to express
except our deep sense of sorrow for our loss.

With these words, Sir, we pray that his soul may rest in
peace.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I associate fully with what has been
said by the Leader of the House and the Leader of the
Opposition. It is sad to condole the death of a person  who
stood so high in the political horizon of our country under

circumstances which was sudden and unexpected. Jonab Kidwai

was one of our greatest statesmen who stood forth for the
solidarity of the country and for advancement of a Nation. He
championed the cause of the weak, oppressed and down-trodden.
His administration of the Department of Communication was
very efficient and when the food situation was very grave he
was put in charge of the Department and he put it in an even
keel and we are proud that the food situation has been solved.
In him we lost a great hero and a soldier who fought for the liberty
of our country from 1921 onward. A few years ago the mail-
service in our side was not regular and as soon as the matter
was brought to his notice he took prompt action and thence-
forward we are getting our mail quicker than before by air.
Then again, you will be surprised to hear, when I told him
about one of our humble workers in the Post Office who suffered
imprisonment along with me on political grounds and who was

neglected by his authorities for years together—when I asked
him whether he would like to see this man, he said “Yes, send
him on” and at once he heard him for 11 hours, and he was -
convinced with his case and ultimately promoted him duly.
of working
with him and had the occasion of meeting him personally.
Therefore my sorrow is all the more greater.

With these few words,

; \ I would ask you, gentlemen, to
stand in one minute’s silence.

(All Members stood in their respective

. scats in silence for
one minute).

Panel of Chairmen

Mr. SPEAKER : The following  Members will form the
Panel of Chairmen for the Autumn Session, 1954 :—

1. Shri A. Alley,

. 2. Shri Ananda Chandra Bezbarua,
3. Shri Hem Chandra Chakravarty, and
4. Shri A. S Khongphai.
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS FOR THE OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER SESSION, 1954

Announcement made by the Speaker regarding resigna-
tion of seat in the Assembly by a Member from Lungleh
(Reserved for Scheduled tribes) Constituency

Mr. SPEAKER : Under proviso to Assembly Rule 1 13(1),
1 hereby inform the House that Pu R. Dengthuama, an clected
Member of the Assam Legislative  Assembly representing
L. A. No.1 Lungleh (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) Consti-
tuency, has resigned his seat in the said Assembly by writing
gddre§sed- to the Speaker with effect from the 16th August, 1954
inclusive.

Announcement made by the Speaker regarding authen-
tication of ‘Amendments of certain Assembly Rules

Mr. SPEAKER: Under Assembly Rule 133, I hereby
announce that T have signed a copy of the amendments made
by the House on the 31st July, 1954 to the Assam Legislative
Assembly Rules. A copy of the amendments has been placed
on each Member’s table. These amendments shall have
validity with immediate effect.

Statement regarding course of Private Members’ B sk
ness for the Autumn Session, 1954

Mr. SPEAKER ;

=y : In pursuance of Rule 22 of the Assam

ﬁleeg ileailjve Assembly RulesI,) I hereby allot, in consultation with
er of the House, the following days for Private Members

Business 2 e
Asscmblyd;lf_mg the present Session of the Assam Legislative

'}i?‘llll‘st half of Mondayv, the 1st November 1954 :
Satesday, the 2nd November, 1954 | Bills,
urday, the 6th November, 1954 after dis- - Motions

&Osa] of Government business, if any on ' and -Re-
at day. ) solutions.

St :
aten;‘ent regarding course of Government Business
or the October-November Session, 1954

Speaﬁgﬁ (BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Mr.
> SIr, with your permission, I desire to make a state-

ment about ¢ : X
Session, the course of Government business during this
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS FOR THE OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER SESSION, 1954

2. The Government business which is to be taken up today

and to morrow is shown in the agenda which has been placed

on each Member’s table. I need not detail them again.

3. On the 29th October, it is proposed provisionally to
lay on the table the message from the Governor under
proviso to Article 2¢1 of the Constitution in connection with
the Assam Non-Agricultural Urban Areas Tenancy Bill, 1953
recommending certain  amendments by the President to that
Bill, and to introduce the following new Bills and then to
move the motion for their consideration :—

(z) the Assam Contingency Fund (Augmentation of
Corpus) Bill, 1954 ;
(iz) the Assam Taxation (On Goods Carried by Roads
or Inland Water-Ways) (Amendment) Bill, 1954 ;
(i) the Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaris
: (Amendment) Bill, 1954 ;
i}

the Assam Deputy Speaker’s Salary (Amendment)
Bill, 1954 ;
(v) the Assam Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax
(Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill, 1954 ;
(v7) the Assam Excise (Amendment) (Extension to Garo
Hills, Mikir Hills and North Cachar Hills Districts)
Bills 1954 ; .
(vit) the Assam Opium (Amendment) (Autonomous
Districts) Bill, 1954 ;
(vziz) the Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment)
Bill, 1954 ;
(ix) the Assam Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 1954.
This is only provisional, I think, this will not be
ready in this Session. e
(x) The Assam Employment in Plantation (Continuity
of Conditions) Bill, 1954, This is also provisional.
This is not likely to be ready in this Session.

If the Motions for consideration of the above Bills are
carried by the House on that day, we propose to have these
Bills considered clause by clause and then passed on the 4th
and 5th November.

4. On the 30th October and in the second half of Ist
November we propose to take up—

(1) Discussions, if any, of Supplementary Statement of

Expenditure charged upon the Consolidated Fund of the State
for 1954-55 ; and :

(2) Voting on Demands for Supplementary Grants for
1954-55, ‘

)
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5. In addition to the Bills mentioned above, we proposc
to take up the following Government business on the 4th and
5th November :— b :

(1) Presentation of the Finance Accounts for
and Audit Report, 1952 (Provisional). _

(2) Presentation of the Appropriation Accounts lor
1951-52 and Audit Report, 1952 (Provisional).

(3) Resolutions for appropriation of Grants under the
heads i) ‘50 Civil Works—State (excluding Esta-
blishment and Tools and Plant)’® (i) *18-B and
68-B N.E.D. Works ; and (iiz) ‘81 Capital Accounts
of CivilWorks outside the Revenue.Accounts.”

(4) Discussion on the point or points and voting on
amendments recommended by the President on_the
Assam Non-Agricultural Urban Areas Tenancy Bill,
1953 (Provisional).

6. Any Government Business which remains unfinished
will be taken up on the 6th November.

Committee on Petitions Relating to Bills
Mr. SPEAKER : Under Rule 84 (1) of Assembly Rules,

I nominate the following Members to constitute a Committee
or. Petitions relating to Bills for the current Session of the
Assembly :—

1.. Shrj Ananda Chandra Bezbarua,

24 Shr; Baliram Das,

3 Shri Debeswar Rajkhowa,

and
4. Shri Radhika Ram Das.

Und . { = -
e Gozé?&eléules, the Deputy Speaker will be the Ghairman

1951-52

House Committee

$ nox;;tSPEAKER:_ Under Rule 167 of the Assembly RPICS’
mittee fc;relz ¢ following Members to constitute a House Com-
the current Session of the Assembly :—
hr; Girindranath Gogoi,
3 1 Emerson Momin,
hri Jadab Chandra Khakhlari,
aulavi Faiznur Ali,
hri Hareswar Goswami,
R and
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu.
Ar Committee of Privileges
Rules. 1 hob PAKER :  Under Rule 139 (1) of the Assembly
Comnr tte reby nominate the following Members to constitute
€ of Privileges for the current Session :

UL RS b
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. T'he Leader of the House,

. The Leader of the Opposition,

Shri Rajendra Nath Barua (Deputy Speaker)
. Shri Dharanidhar Basumatari,

Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati,

Shri Joybhadra Hagjer, and

Shr1 A. Alley.

~1 N O OO0 D =
- . B .

Under the Rule, the Deputy Speaker will be the Chairman
of the Committee.

Message from the Governor Regarding Assent to Bills

Mr. SPEAKER: Information has been received from the
Secretary, Legislative liepartment, that under the provisions
of Article 200 of the Constitution of India, the Governor has
assented to the following Bills which were passed by the Assam
Legislative Assembly in its meetings held in July, 1954 :—

L. The Assam Appropriation (No. I1I) Bill, 1954,

2. The Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment)
Bill, 1954,

3. The Assam Opium Prohibition (Amendment) Bill, 1954,

4. The Assam Agricultural TIncome Tax (Second
Amendment) Bill, 1954,

5. 'the Assam Basic Education Bill, 1954,
6. The Assam Court Fees (x‘-\mcndment) Bill, 1954.

2. Intimation has also heen received from the Secretary,
Legislative Department, that the President of India has also
assented under the provisions of Article 201 of the Constitution
of India the following Bills which were passed by the Assam
Legislative Assembly in its meetings held in July 1954 :—

I. The Assam Requisition and Control of Vehicles
(Amendment) Bill, 1954 ;

2. The Assam Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1953 ;

3. The Assam State Road Transport Bill, 1954.

Presentation of Supplementary Statement of Expenditure
for 1954-55

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sif,

I beg to present a Supplementary Statement of Expenditure
for 1954-55. Hon. Members must have got a copy of the
statement which has been laid on their table.
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Presentation of Notification under Sec.tion 206 of the
Assam Municipal Act, 1923

Shri ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to present the following r:\‘olxﬁc;uum under
Section 296 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923. -

Notification No. LML. 125/52/96, dated 5th July 1954.

Copies of Notification have been supplied to the hon.
Members.

Statement by Revenue Minister on the situation c.reated
" by the recent flood in Assam and various relief
measures taken by Government

Mr. SPEAKER : Shri Motiram Bora to make a State-
ment on the situation created by the recent flood in the State
of Assam and the various relief measures taken by Government
and discussion thereon.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, may I raise a point ? I believe Mr. Bora is going to
make a written statement. We are all anxious to discuss the flood
situation and to know the present situation as well as the relief
measures taken by Government. With a view to enable the
Members to examine the statement made by Government it
would be better if copies of the statement are made available
to us immediately after it is made. 1 think this is also the
convention in the Parliament. I remember to have seen  a
report that copies of a statement which was made by the Union
Planning Minister, Mr. Nanda, was placed on the tables of both
Houses of Parliament as soon as it was made. I, therefore, think
that if there is no difficulty on the part of the Government, it
would be better if copies of Mr, Bora’s statement are made
available immediately after it is made. That would facilitate
the debate. We shall also be able to read and examine it very
carefully and see what measures Government have taken and
what further remains to be done and we shall be able to give our
suggestions to Government.
din’sl\s/{;[e?nl::E?KERz' it have_heard with anx,iety Mr. Uml?)lrl}d‘
made aVai]abl; 'equesting copies of Mr. Bora’s statement en;g
practice is ¢ €t the Members. I think the Parliamentary
e 0 make a statement and  discuss it stragghta‘lf\’a}’s
been a g § International affairs. Of course, there might 1a_.}\;’e
A epérture In the case of Mr. Nanda’s statement as tAc
regar ds% dommlsglon’s Report covers the entire country. 5
the variogo S, I think almost everybody knows the facts an
Ber T MS Measures taken by Government I am sure a mem-
r. Umaruddin will be able to tackle the subject more
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easily than other Friends. After all, the Government’s state-
ment will contain nothing new except what is the damage done
by erosion, the extent of the damage done by floods, what loan
is required, what relief has been given by Government, what
medical aid and veterinary aid have been made available and
so on and so forth. Beyond these the Minister may state what
amount of agricultural loan and cattle loan is required and
how much has been given by Government. I think these are
the points which will be touched by the Minister and I think

Mr. Umaruddin, as well as other Members, are quite capable
of dealing with it straightaway.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : M. Speaker, Sirs
let me at the outset offer my sincere thanks to vou for giving
me an opportunity to make a statement about the flood situa-
tion in Assam and the various relief measures undertaken by

Government to alleviate the suffering of the distressed people.
The very fact that you have been pleased to provide for the
discussion of this very important matter on the lst day of the
Session shows what importance is given to it by you and you

have rightly reflected the feelings of the people of Assam in this
respect and I am really very glad for it.

Sir, my I'riend, the Deputy Minister of Revenue, had made
a statement about the flood situation in the country during
the last Session of the Assembly and this statement of mine will
only be a complementary to it. His statement covers the early
stage of the floods but he had not had the advantage of getting .
all the materials from different places. Other floods of a mere
serious nature have followed during the succeeding  period and
the present statement will cover the account of damages and
devastations caused by the succeeding floods as well, besides

summing up the activities of the Government to cope with the
problem during the entire period.

Sir, the immensity of the p
and repeated floods in the St
described in the course of a st

roblem caused by the terrible
ate can neither be adequately

atement to be placed before the
august House, nor I have got the capacity for the same. It

will require the wielding of a mighty pen and unfortunately I
have not been gifted with such powers. '

But as I am to make a statement, T

e . will try my humble
best to do justice to the subject as

far as possible,
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Sir, the severity and the successiveness of the floods 1n
Assam are ascribed generally to the last great carthquake that
had changed the riverine system of the State to a very great
extent, and also to the very large concentration of rivers in a
small area, but some observers have tried to connect this year’s
floods with those in other places. They have tried to establish
a connection of this year’s Assam floods with the other floods
in U. P., Bihar, North Bengal, Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet.
Some geologists have expressed their views that there might
be a serious subterranean disturbance in the Himalayan
regions besides very heavy rains there resulting in furious
spating of the rivers -coming out of the precipitous Himalayas.
We are fortunate that there had been no simultancous floods
from the other rivers flowing out of the southern hill ranges ;
pther:wise, the catastrophe in Assam would have been beyond
imagination.

As stated above, the floods in Assam this year were mainly
caused by Himalayan rivers but then this year’s floods, as com-
pared to floods of previous years, present an unusual and com-
pletely baffling picture. Unlike the previous ycars, there have
been successive floods this year and every succeeding flood 1s
mightier than the preceding one in intensity, volume and des-
tructiveness. The devastation caused by the second flood was
greater than that of the first and the third flood being the most
furious caused the greatest amount of havoc. In between these
three great floods within 3 months there were also some minor
ﬂ;mds caused by local wild streams like Ai, Beik, Jia Bhoroli,
clie:

The patience of the people was strained to the utmost limit.
When the first transplanted ~ paddy crop was destroyed, the
people in their accustomed way began the second transplanta-
tion and Whg:n that was destroyed, they did not despair but
made the third plantation. The third and the last flood des-
troyed that also in most places, with the result that for 2a fourth
crop there were no seedlings available at such a late scason and
there is also a limit to patience and human endeavour. This
is with respect to the cultivation of the sali crop. The destruc-
tion of the Ahu paddy which was ripening in most places and
which is the mainstay of the people in the low-lying areas,
baffies description. Unlike previous years the floods of this
year commenced their operations very early before the Ahu
paddy could be harvested and Bao crops could become stable

‘and this explains the reason of the huge destruction of Ahu and
Bao crops. '

The jute crop, which is the cash crop of the people in the

vast area covered by the floods and with which the prosperity
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of the State is intimately connected in so many ways, was also
subjected to such a havoc that the loss sustained by the people
is really terrible and this huge loss of the people is also due
to carly floods to a great extent.

At a moderate estimate, it has been calculated that the
value of the loss in Ahu paddy, jute and other Crops comes to
nearabout thirteen crores and 60 lakhs of rupees 1in round
figures. The percentage of loss in Ahu and jute hzs been fixed
at sixty five and fifty three,

Besides the loss stated above,
and destruction and damage of
and private and the value of th
five crores and eighty lakhs of ru
damage to roads, bridges, embankments and buildings.

From local officers’ reports, Government have been posted
with the sad information of loss of human lives numbering
about 22, in the State (5 in North Lakhimpur, 12 in Nowgong
and 5 in Sibsagar),

there has been a loss of cattle
other properties both public
is loss has been estimated at
pees in round figures, including

1 have already stated to the hon. Members of this august
House that the floods in this year have been unusual and terri-
ble. At no time, in previous years, the State had experienced
such terrific erosion as in  this year. Prosperous towns and
villages have been subjected to ruin and desolation and the
number of families who have been severely victimised by ero-
sion has been placed at over 10,000, in round figures.

The Brahmaputra has eaten up a very big portion of the
flourishing and beautiful town of Dibrugarh. The portion of
the town in which the important Government office buildings,
official residential quarters and other commercial and industrial
houses were located is no more. An Important part of the
flourishing trade centre of Dibrugarh has been eaten up. Some
old residential portions of the town like Mohonaghat, Amlapatty,
etc., have been devoured and over one thousand families have
been made the victims of this un fortunate erosion tragedy, The
beautiful revetment works extending to a distance of about
1,500 feet in length and costing several lakhs of rupees, which
was meant for the protection of the town, has been washed
away, to the greatest dismay of engineers and other people.

The flourishing and important commercial town of Palasbari
is also in the grip of the same river and it seems it is only a
matter of time when the whole trading centre will vanish in the
bowels of this mighty river. Prosperous business concerns have
been all on a sudden reduced to abject poverty. Costly build-
ings have been washed away by the mighty torrents in course
of minutes. A large number of cultivating families and petty
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iraders in Sadilapur and other villages have been literally
ruined.

On the opposite side of Palasbari, the river is taking a
very threatening and frowning attitude and the historical and
flourishing town of Sualkuchi, centre of silk trade and cottage
industries, is in the immediate danger of being caten up by this
furious river.

A similar picture of ruin and desolation is starting at the
face of another very prosperous town, Tarabari, which 1s a very
important centre of jute trade in Assam. The subdivisional
town of Goalpara is also experiencing its fury and an impor-
tant part of the town is in immediate danger of being swallowed
up completely. The process of erosion had also begun there
with unabated fury.

The town of Nowgong has also been very badly affected
by the Kolong river, which has eaten up a fair slice of this towh
and Bamundi and Jamuguri have also met with a similar fate.

In the rural areas, the fury of the river is 10 less. The
Ahatguri mouza in Majuli has been so badly hit by erosion of
Lobhit and Brahmaputra that it beggars description. Almost
hfa}lf of the mouza is badly affected by erosion and huge deposit
of sand. It seems at least half of the population has been ren-
dered destitute and they will need rehabilitation in other places.

. The ot‘her two mouzas in Majuli have also suflerred no less.
b very large number of people have lost their hearths an
: omes and sand c!cposit of a worst kind has rendered 2 very
arge tract of cultivable land almost useless.

The two important centres of Vai STAP BRI |
' I ishnabism in  Assall
1};?;313 Shyyich goes to some four or five centuries hack, have
almOSte[ry badly hit. Both Auniati and Bengenaatl Satras have
both th OSSt their all. The river has almost completely eroded
houses : datras and washed away a vast property in the shape of
ghars 0?1’11 other valuable belongings. The sites of the anﬁ'
of the B}gt e two  Satras are in the besom of the river. The SIgHE
miser akats and the head of these two Satras leading 2 life of
¥ and helplessness cannot but evoke the kindliest sympathy

€ven from the stony heart.

The Jia Bhoroli river in Darrang district has also wrought

€rosi . :
sion havoc in Jamuguri and some other villages.

That the Ai river in Go istri
. alpara district could also do such a
wa;xsrofci:r::as not believed ]:)y people at first when news of its havoc
reported. Besides killing a large number of people

- A 9
B T sy 3
o0 e Mhas 1 2 ) TGS -, g
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and floating down the river the carcasses of a Jarge number of
human beings living in the Bhutan area, the mighty torrents of
this river even washed away six elephants and got them buried
under sand and debris. The number of other animals like bison,
tiger, monkey, etc., killed and washed away is considered also
to be very large. The drift timber carried by the flood water
and either buried or strewn all around is so large that modest
estimate puts it as sufficient to last as fuel wood for a couple of
years. In a vast area, nice agricultural fields have been render-
ed useless by copious deposit of sand and timber. A vast area
in Nowgong district, situated on the bank of the Brahmaputra,
has also been rendered useless by sand deposit and erosion. Beki,
Gauranga, Pagladia, Singara, Ranganadi, Jiadhol, Subansiri,
Dehing and other rivers of the Himalayas also appeared to vie

with one another and completed the havoc begun by Brahma-
putra.

The erosion at Panidehing area in Sibsagar has become
something like headache to Government. A vast number of
tribal pecople have been uprooted from their hearths and homes,
besides destruction of crops, cattle and other properties.

The devastation of crops and other properties in Goalpara,
Dhubri, Barpeta and Gauhati subdivisions has been also very
heavy. The subdivision of North Lakhimpur has, like the sister
subdivision of Dibrugarh, been so badly hit by the successive
floods that the problem of relief and rehabilitation there has
been assuming something like a complex character . almost difli-
cult of solution. Some tribal areas in Golaghat, including
Dhansirimukh and some areas in Mangaldai subdivision have
also been ravaged by the floods. For an easy appreciation and
clear grasp of the situation, Ishould like to state that in the six
districts of Lakhimpur, Darrang, Sibsagar, Nowgong, Kamrup
and Goalpara almost 12,000 square miles of area and over 17
lakhs of people have been affected by the floods. More than ten
thousand families consisting of more than 50 thous

have lost their lands due to erosion or deposit
lands.

As stated in the carlier part of the statement, the unprece-
dented floods in  this year ~ have also devastated a network of
roads and embankments that have come into existence in the
State since the last few years. Besides huge loss was caused to

Central Government by the devastation caused on Assam Rail
Link.

and people
of sand on their
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There have been breaches caused to many roads and em-
bankments and the number of bridges that have been washed
away is very large. The restoration of damages to the roads and
bridges alone will need over a crore and 10 lakhs of rupees in
round figures. India has agreed to give half of it by loan. The
damage caused to Local Board and '.\Il_mi(:ip;xl roads, and other
properties is also estimated at about 30 lakhs of rupecs. The loss
sustained by Government in the destruction of Government ad-
ministrative buildings, school houses, maternity house, Dak
Bungalow and residenitial buildings of the Government, ctc., is
placed at eighty lakhs of rupees and this vast amount will need
immediate provision by the Government.

Such unprecedented loss and distress caused to the people
anc! Governr_nent called for large scale relief measures and the
entire mach:nery of Government had to be put into gear to
copCgith thls- almost baffling task. 1 am happy to state, or
rather I take this opportunity to make a public declaration, that
the people of Assam fmd the officers of the Government have
gogbroyionnd wanting in this matter. Some of our oflicers
havc. tak.en such pains and troubles that their work has evoked
admiration from all. This has been considered as a sacred duty
by: one and all and everyone has tried to contribute his humble
mite to ensure successful implementation of relief and rehabilita-
tion schemes in Assam. This work has been given-the top most
pEoHIhysthe Goverr}ment and my Colleagues under the able
gu1dangc 20 leaCIerSh]p of our Chief Minister and under his
unflagging zeal, have made it » point to move in aflected areas
to render succour to the needy and the distressed.

. Probably hon. Members are not unaware of the fact that
e Eplironts year s budget, we had made a provision of only
a lakh of rupees for gratuitous relief and that amount has
been exceeded by nine times. I am happy to add that the
Government ol India have also promised to give 50 per cent.

for gratuitous relief, subiect 1 :
ect : - of 20
lakhs of rupees, ] to a maximum expenditure

i IAfilave already stated that the main food and cash crops,

€, Ohu and Jute, have been subjected to a very heavy de-
vastation and people in those arcas may have to be given some
kind of doles or works, till the next rabi crops are gathered,
It is therefore estimated that another sum of Rs.32 lakhs may

be required for gratuitous relief, i i : i
r cf, including ¢ 101 issue
of rice and paddy and test relief ’works. B ehadessions]
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It is not unknown to the hon. Members of the House that
the system of free doles tends generally  to have a demoralising
effect on the people and gratuitous relief should be continued
only so long as this becomes inevitable and it should be replaced
by test relief works whenever and wherever possible. In accor-
dance with this wholesome principle, it is decided by Govern-
ment to start test relief works in areas where it can be done and
already an amount of Rs.45.000 has been sanctioned for the
purpose and more is likely to follow.

For the information of the hon. Members of the House, I
should like to state that the people have eagerly taken to this,
mdicating thereby @« general reluctance on the part of our peo-
ple to take free doles so long they can avoid it.

"This does not mean that free doles will be discontinued al-
together.  There are widows, children, invalids and sick persons
who have no adult members to look after them. Fdr them, this
has been continued and necessary orders have been given by
Government in this behalf and officers have been cautioned to
see that there is no starvation for want of food or assistance.

The destitution of such a la
forced on the Government the adoption of a liberal policy in
the shape of distribution of agricultural loan. Tt is probably
not unknown to the House that we had provided a sum of Rs.7
lakhs for agricultural loan in the current year. On previous
occasions the amount provided under this head did not exceed
five lakhs of rupees at any time. Though we had provided for
this subject an amount of seven lakhs in the current year’'s bud-
get, we have had to exceed it by several times. Already, we
had to sanction a sum of Rs.31,00,000 in round figures and it is
apprehended that another sum of Rs.19 Jakhs may be necessar
under this head to enable the distress people to buy cattle, im-

plements and seeds and also to enable them to eke out their
subsistence till they can harvest the next crop.

rge number of people has

For the information of the House, I should like to state ano-
ther thing. Out of the sanctioned amount of Rs.31,00,000,
fifteen lakhs were distributed before the third flood, to enable
the people to purchase seeds and seedlings. The third flood had
destroyed them also, Some people have pressed me to treat this
amount ecither as gratuitous relief or to get it written off, [

would have been glad beyond measure if I could have agreed to
such a suggestion, .
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Sir, the question of providing land to the landless has alrea-
dy become a very serious problem in the State. Rather it has
become a constant headache to the Government. This headache
has been intensified still more by the deposit of sand on cultiva-
ble land or by the devastating erosion that has made ten thou-
sand families more or less landless.

The rehabilitation of these people has rather become a per-
petual anxicty. How to rehabilitate them and wherefrom to
find out lands for these people, especially those who are accus-
tomed to live by the side of rivers from time immemorial and in
a state of isolation.

Strict orders have been issued by Government directing our
officers to make a sifting enquiry and thorough search for lands,
so that these distressed people can be rehabilitated without delay.
I am glad to_ inform that this vigilant search for land in some
places has bPIjll.C fruit. Some tea garden lands have been found
out for requisition. For this purpose and it is hoped some other
lands may also be available in other places.

ooy scheme of financial assistance by way of loans has been
prepar.'ed by Government wherewith such people will be provid-
ed with funds for rehabilitation, as soon as lands become avail-
able for them. Some schemes have already been sanctioned and
money provided where it has been possible to secure lands. This
will need an amount estimated at about onc crore of rupees,
including the rehabilitation of people in Dibrugarh, Palasbari
and other towns. I am glad to announce that India has promis-

ed aloan to us, to this pur - :
) S purpose am ; a crore of
rupees. PUSD ounting to half a

like Wt}(l)ﬂc Orli the subject of rehabilitation, I should‘

eople {;pga a few ~words about rehabilitation  of
i")e (I)th da ect_cd by erosion in Dibrugarh  town. It 1s
alih i .that the number of such eroded people in Dibru-
%e 1soo»er one thousand and most of them belong to a
th?ir pr%r section of the society. They have been pressing for
sk ehabilitation Ile?.ra‘b(.)ut Dibrugarh. Almost 211, thode
thep € are to earn their living in Dibrugarh town and as such
f Y cannot be shifted to a place from which it is not possible
or them to earn their living in Dibrugarh.

' Accordingly, a scheme of rehabilitati i
: ‘ iy ion of these people in the
adjacent Chowkidingi tea garden was considered by IE;‘vo'fz)ern,ment
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and to complete the rehabilitation works before the next year’s
flood, it was desired to take some land from the tea garden by
negotiation through private efforts. As a result of this negoftia-
tion in the presence of the proprie or and some leading repre-
sentative gentlemen of Dibrugarh a price was fixed upon and
necessary steps to take possession were decided. But a few days
after, some criticism was offered from some quarters that the
prices fixed 'have been high or rather liberal and Government
was advised to drop the negotations. In response to that, the
* scheme has been abandoned by Government,

According to this scheme any allottee wiil in course of
twelve to fifteen years be the owner of the allotted plot, on pay-
ment of a reasonable monthly rent to Government, It was
decided that Government would initially buy the land and allot.
the plots to the eroded people according to a plan, after pro-
viding for all necessary civic amenites there.

In response to the public opinion expressed before the
Government, this scheme is now abandoned and we have left the
matter with individual persons. If he can arrange a plot,
Government wili then examine and consider the question of a
loan to him on reasonable terms.

N

In the meantime, the Deputy Commissioner has been direc-
ted by Government to take steps to star two small satelite towns
in or nearabout Mohonbari for rehabilitation of such people as
can be shifted to these places.

I have already stated what has been the extent of loss to
Government for damage to roads, buildings and embankments.
The Public. Works Department has already taken necessary steps
for restoration of the damage to roads and embankments.

As to Local Boards roads damaged by floods, Government
have already moved India to come to the rescue of Local Boards
by substantial grants to enable the Boards to restore their dis-
rupted communications, but we have received no reply on this
score’ till now.

It has already been decided by Government to do as much
work as 1s possible by way of test relief measures. This will
cnable the distressed people to earn a living by doing work.
The District Development Boards, the Local Boards and the Pan-
chayats have also been directed likewise along with the Public
Works Department.
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It is gratifying to note that the distress of our people had
evoked sympathy in distant places. The Governments of Burma
and Thailand have graciously given 2,700 maunds of rice each as
free gift and the Bombay Government have been equally gene-
rous to send a gift of 2,266 maunds of beaten rice. The Indore
Government have donated 150 maunds of foodgrains, the Bom-
bay Millowners’ Association donated 15,000 yards of cloth and
Glaxo Laboratories have sent 1,00,000 multi-vitamin tablets.
take this opportunity of expressing the thanks of the people o
Assam and of the Government, to these doners.

Some relief organisation like the Ramkrishna Mission and
the Marwari Relief Society have rendered immense help to (1€
distressed people and I take this opportunity of making a public
acknowledgement.

~ The hon’ble Members are not unaware of the keenest interest
evinced by the Government of India in rendering relief. They
are equally anxious to help, taking protective measures against
floods. As soon as the news of the distress caused to Assam by
these floods reached India, the Prime Minister and the Planning
Minister accompanied by experts flew to Assam and expressed
their deep sympathy and heartening assurance to us. 1 hey
have also evinced keen interest to grapple with this menace.

Distinguished Engineers have come to Assam in batches to exa-
mine and study the question and it is hoped, as a result of the
ome out

visit of these august personages, something tangible will ¢
to protect our towns and villages from these devastating floods 12
the future. I think Iwill be failing in my duty if I do not
express our deep debt of gratitude to India for the various assis-
tance rendered or proposed to be rendered to us. The attention
Ef the whole country is now revetted on Assam becausc of the
1\2‘?“, mnterest displayed by the Prime Minister and the Irrigation
inister, in the works of control of floods.

Because of the im o g by them
2 portance and priority given DY 3
:’l?é‘lgus flood control Boards have alreaIc)]y bee);n %et up both at
cntre as well as in the States, to tackle this problem on a

war footing. A river Commission has also been set up under the
name of Brahmaputra River Commission. The Central Water
and Power Commission has been expanded to cope with the
eémergent situation and two Chief Engineers have been app0i1’1t€d
g(?%.the purpose, besides a number of Directorates to deal with
t'l eréflt fSPECtS of the problem. A full fledged River Investiga-
ion Circle has started functioning in Assam consisting of a Supe-

rintending Engineer and a number of divisions. 1t has also been



1954] STATEMENT REGARDING FLOOD SITUATION 2515
INTHE STATE OF ASSAM

decided to have another Chief Engineer exclusively in-charge of
flood control works.

The State Government have already two Superintending
Engineers and eight divisions for Embankment and Drainage
works. ‘The same is proposed to be further extended by addi-
tion of another Superintending Engincer and four or five divi-
sions. The River Investigation Circle will survey our rivers
including observation of hydrological data and preparation of
river control schemes. This circle has also been directed to
examine and report on the engineering cum economic possibility
of some river valley projects in Assam. The investigation will be
conducted on most up-to-date lines and for that purpose Govern-
ment of India have accepted our request to supply two steam
launches complete with echo sounding equipment and two heli-
copters. With the completion of necessary surveys it is hoped
that our ambition to have a river valley project in Assam will
take shape.

Hon’ble Members of this House are not unaware of the fact
that our Chief Minister had in the meantime flown over to New
Delhi to apprise India with the situation of Assam caused by
floods and to ask for necessary assistance. He is again going to
New Delhi after this Assembly Session is over and it is believed
that his repeated discussions at higher level will result “in liberal
financial assistance, as was at the time of the earthquake, to
enable us to cope with the unprecedented situation as it is
beyond the powers of this State to cope with it unaided and
alone. It is also believed that some other long-term measures
of protection will result from these conferences at higher level.

Hon’ble Members have probably learnt the contemplated
action proposed to be taken by Government for protection of
Dibrugarh, Palasbari and Sualkuchi towns. The distinguished
top level engineers who have been repeatedly visiting Assam for
studying the problems at close quarters have under the able
guidance of the Chairman who had visited Assam only a few
days back, come to the conclusion and propounded a scheme
enyisaging the construction of five stone spurs interspersed by
timber spurs. This revised scheme has been propounded by the
experts after taking into account all factors like movement of
stones from long distance, etc. The stone required for the pur-
pose is estimated at about 50 lakh cft. A considerable organi-
sation will have to be set up by the Railways and the State
Government. I am glad to state that Railways have promised all
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assistance possible. | The engineers have also advised that imme-
diate action should be taken by us to protect Palasbari and
Sualkuchi towns and necessary steps in this direction have
already been ordered. Similar steps are also contemplated to
protect Goalpara and other towns. From the general idea given
above by me, hon. Members will be pleased to sce that the
programme of work we have undertaken is a gigantic and colos-
sal one and without the heartiest co-operation of the people this
programme cannot reach its fruition. The Prime Minister and
Irrigation Minister have rightly stressed on this and have
appealed for public co-operation. I hope and believe that this
expectation will not be belied by us.

_F_or the information of the House, I should like to give the
Fcillowmg figures about distribution' of relief before coming to @
close. :

Gratuitous relicf Agricultural 1o:ps
Lakhimpur District ., 2,23:187 3,5};;000
Darrang District 43,000 1,65,000
Sibsagar District i’13:600 2,37,000
Nowgong District 5 72,500 | - 4,57,000
Kamrup District 54,800 | 6,35,000
Goalpara District . (13000 G0 12,10,500
Garo Hills 3,800 35,000

Detailed f

copy of the ch gures for each subdivision will be had from the

art placed in the Library table.

Hon’ . i
ajali dgl{ti:nMembers will probably like to know what I did at
RE e Da% n’?}fl recent tour. My esteemed colleague, Shri
Commissioner " gf ¢ Commissioner of Assam and the Deputy
Phookan, were w0 22t and the Local M. L. A., Sti Nilman
to Ahoteuri and w; r}flle. We travelled extensively and went even
quite fully, asa e, 1a.ve been able to appreciate the situation,
o L Wt of our personal observations. We held a
adopted the following Schemes there.
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Most of the eroded ‘people will have to be shifted from
Majuli, -as there is not cnough land = for  their. rehabilitation.
About three hundred families of eroded people can probably be
settled in different parts of Majuli with utmost endeavour.

The Deputy Commissioner of Jorhat, in consultation with
the members of the Land Settlement advisory Committee and
subdivisional Officer of Golaghat has been able to find about
7000 bighas of lands for rehabilitation in both the subdivisions.
The lands  after proper reclamation may be used for growing
Ahu, Bao, and. Sali paddy and other rabj crops as well.

Any eroded person who will move out and get settlement
of the lands, will get two or three bundles of Q. I. sheets and
an amount of one hundred rupees on loan plus an amount of
Rs.50 as gratuitous relief. Those who will be rehabilitated in-
side  Majuli may get a loan of 2 bundles of C, I. sheets. This
Scheme was approved by the people. It now remains for the
people to  take advantage of this scheme, Similar Schemes
with necessary modifications will be accepted by Government
in other place:. District and Subdivisional Officens:havesbben

directed to prepare such schemes and to find outlands for
rehabilitation,

. While at -Majuli, I had: the: pleasure of seeing ‘the Agri-
cultural Department distributing a huge quantity of potato
sceds to affected people and they have appreciated it much.
This had gladdened my heart beyond measure.

This Department has also distributed free vegetable seeds,
supplied by way of relief, to tht? aflected People valuéd atiabout
seven thousand rupees and it has also been appreciated - by
them throughout the State. The same Department has
also  distributed widely pulses, mustard. seeds, wheat  etc.
to the great appreciation of the people,

The Veterinary Department has also
occasion. - Though there have been successive floods and though
the floods of this year have caused ¢Xtensive damage, cattle
mortality is not marked, as on other occasigng though there
has been acute scarcity of grass this Year. ' This is probably
due to prompt action taken by the Department  to prevent
spread of epidemic and other diseases, The offers have been

successful at the present though it is Ot yet time to pass any
final judgment,

risen equal to the
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Hon’ble Members may probably be interested to know
something about the rchabilitation scheme for the eroded
people of Palasbari and I feel that I should speak something
about it from here to complete the picture as far as possible.
A moderate scheme of rehabilitation has been taken up there
and the sum of one lakh and fifty thousand has been sunct.mncd
for the purpose. According to the scheme, poor section O
the people who cannot afford to buy land are proposed to be
given lands free. The eroded people are being given 5 R
sheets at concessional rate and also a loan to enable them 1O
shift to new places and get them rehabilitated in the new
surroundings.

I am glad to add that the scheme is working well though
for the very nature of things complete satisfaction to these erode
people is not possible. A similar scheme for rehabilitation
has been accepted for North Lakhimpur subdivision at a cost
of over fifty-five thousand rupees. The eroded people there have
been given requisitioned lands and Government waste lands.
Every family is being provided with 2 bundles of C. L. sheets
and one hundred rupees as loan.

Sir, with thes 1 . speech
i e words, I should like to close my SP€
Shri DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: fwitn sy aczed, T

i?f?; Imm i fafe fiea ofw, wfem ate coraata faca ac Bl

(A voice in Hindi—=n ats cza 5n 51 751 1)

Hes
AITFTHA | e R : i A = BT | R (R | PR GHALH

S ° 3 .,
Sar) E];-;; MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :  c13tpL FIes?

oig 2! Deputy Minister @ sts afcez om famcn azAl? T

Shri DALRB .
OLF QB g Ia,—l}n F’INGH LOHAR: sfte wgice flood (&34

Shri MOTIRA S =
1B S Taq afais l\fg:;]?ORA (Minister): wfsifi fcg 1 AF

Mr. SPEAKER -
PO AN wif 1w 2CH o T
T TRA—AME Al afgm oot 7 c;frat;@?\ﬂ fraw | 92 07
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, itwill be
better if we begin discussion of the matter to-morrow.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already stated about the course
of business.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Then better no dis-
cussion at all if we are not given time to think over this
very important question. It is an important matter. In that

case the statement be published in paper and this ends the
matter.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am
really grateful to the Finance Minister for the statement now
made by him on the floor of this House, Sir, this flood has
practically ruined the greater parts of Assam Valley. This
flood has come not only once, twice or thrice but it has
come about 8 or 9 times, and every time this flood has
damaged and devastated most parts of Assam.

Sir, I am also grateful to the Chief Minister who has
taken extensive tours during the recent floods even at the
cost of his own health. We have seen that he has travell-
ed from one part to the other part of Assam, and this has given
much consolation to the flood-affected people. Sir, T am
also thankful to him because he has taken up the matter with
the Centre and I appeal to him that he should make every
endeavour to make this question an all-India question.

Sir, I am also thankful to the Union Ministers and the
Union Officers who have taken so much interest with the
cause of Assam and for giving relief as far as possible to the
people of Assam. Now, Sir, I must mention in this connecion
that unless some effective measure are taken by the Centre for

training the Brahmaputra at its mouth it will not be possible to
check the flood even in future times.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member means at its source ?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Yes, at its source. I
appeal to the Chief Minister to take up the matter with the
Central Government to come up with the helping hands for
training the Brahmaputra and its tributaries. But, Sir, though
the flood has caused such a devastation, the help that has been
given by our present Government is quite insignificant in
comparison with the devastation caused by the flood.
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Mzr. SPEAKER : But the source falls in Tibet.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: So, it is the duty of the
Central Government to take vp the matter with the Tibetan
Government. " Sir, ‘coming to my own Subdivision, that is,
Gauhati Subdivison, I must inform this Housc that about
250,000 people have been affected by the flood and that the
amount’ of loans will be ~about 3 crores of rupees.  Butif the
subsequent floods would not have affected the paddy, in that
case the damage would have been' reduced. But the third
ahd other successive floods hdve damaged the entire paddy of
the North and South Kamrup and that the help that has been
given is quite insignificant for about 2,50,000 pcople who
have been affected by the flood. Now, in Gauhati Subdivision,
so far'as I have gathered, only an amount of Rs. 75,000 has been
S &0 distress 192}“ and a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 has been sanc-
tioned as rehabilitation loan and recently a sum of
Rs. 35,000 'has' been sanctioned as seed loan. Is it
sufficient for 2,50,000 people who have suffered loss to the
reﬁ'lient of Rs.3 crores ?  This amount is quite insufficicnt.
ek UeHenk i o qucsiion Gf relief of eroded familics,
AT IShdE Bave bé fam}hes have suffered loss as their houses
other bt ricy E(‘,m Carr;c)d away. by ' the B;:?l_llmaptllral zmd
e ey apvring St at Palasbari 609 families have bcen

lected by erosion and the Deputy C vith
the co-operation of local e Deputy Commissioner, W1
land’ fdi‘"rehabilitati()nca people, has been able to give t‘hc‘m
taking immediate steps fl appeal to the Government for
permanently by givinps or rchabr]htatlng these pCQPIC g
at Palasbari- to the aﬁ% T?jl:e loans. The amount of loan glvcln
tomeet their shiftinc ed people does not enable the people
sheds.:: They have to fa;l,f_expend-lture after constructing their
have been: ‘borne Shl t at their own cost. Some expenditure
road-side there are i/: e Relief Committee. Even mow 01 the
shift because they h 083+ off famlllgfs who have not been able to
Every family that "i‘l"e not been given any shifting expenditurc.
about three mileg a}SI been asked to go to the distance of
expenditure by wa should have been given some shifting
have been given Y2 gf gratuitous relief. Sir, these families
way.orofi rehabilitatio un‘li"es of C. I. Sheets and Rs_.50, by
sufficientyieven for 0% loan’ ¢ This* “ameunt " is° quite’ 1n-
‘these 'people haye 1o onstructing a tin shed. I submit, Sir, that
construction of:theirqlif;’ted Government for more loan for
to'be! pleased enoy h uses and 1 appeal to the Government
Wough to grant them at least Rs.500 for each

farnily - besides gioi
2 F g1vin t g :
construction: of thEirghol?s?: Sal trees free of royalties for
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Mr. SPEAKER:

I think these things have been given
free of royalties, such as

bamboos, timber, thatch, etc.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS:
been given and only bamboos
Committee there,

At Palasbari, nothing has
have been given by the Relief

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): It has

been notified in the gazette and the people are to approach
through the Deputy Commissioner who would examine the
requircments of the particular individuals.

Shri. RADHIKA RAM DAS:

I am thankful to the
Government for such an action. :

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : These things have
been done in consultation with them.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS:
We request the Finance Minister to give us at least 500
rupees so that they may be in a position to construct their

houses as the majority of these people are petty traders.
Now, it has become difficult for the petty traders to manage
their petty business as they have lost their lands and houses and
they have lost everything. I submit, besides loan of Rs.500, they
should also be given some other kinds of loans so that they
may carry on their small business. Lastly, Sir, T must
mention in this connection about Palasbari town. Sir, Palasbari
is a commercial and industrial town not only in the south
bank but also in the north bank. Most of the people carry
on their business at Palasbari, but two-thirds of that business-
place have been eaten up by the Brahmaputra and the people
are now cager of establishing the town and new market,
The Palasbari Municipality unanimously passed a resolution for
50 lakhs of rupees for establishing “the town and a new
market. I submit, Sir, that when Palasbari is the best
town and when it is to be established in a new site and when
there is such a proposal that the people should manage their
affairs, they should be given half of that amount by
way of loan and the other half by way of a grant
so that Palasbari town people may be in a position
to construct a new town near about the present Palashari
town. I am also thankful to the Government for taking steps.

Sir, lastly I am also thankful to the Government for
taking steps for having a revetment or embankments or other

We  ask for more money.



9522 STATEMENT REGARDING FLOOD SITUATION  [27rn Ocr.
IN THE STATE OF ASSAM

works at Palasbari, Sualkuchi and Bamundi which arc greaty
affected by erosion and unless these mcasures are taken up
immediately, these cannot be finished in onc scason and as a
result next year the entire area of South Kamrup as well as
Sualkuchi may be eaten up by the Brahmaputra.

With regard to the test relief measurcs, I beg to mention
one thing that test relicf should be taken up as carly as
possible.  Although we have assured the pcople that test
relief measures will be taken up early, hut no progress has
been made so far in this direction. So, Sir, I appcal to the
Government to see that test rclief mecasures arc taken up
early, specially in the flood-affected areas.

With these words, Sir, I appeal to thc Government to
take up these measures as early as possiblc.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Spcaker, Sir, we
are }'eally very grateful to the Hon’ble Revenuc Minister for
rpakmg a statement before us regarding the flood and the situa-
tion that has arisen out of it. Sir, we had thc opportunity of
discussing the flood situation during the adjourncd scssion of the
Assembly in July last, and since then another flood came in 1ts
wake and has devastated a fair portion of our main crop. It has
not only damaged the crop but has caused many difliculties and
sufferings to the people. Since then, Sir, the river Brahmaputra
has also eaten up a vast tract of land in various parts of the
State causing great inconvenience to the people and today we
are faced with a gigantic problem of rehabilitating the flood-
affected and erosion-affected people. ~ Flood is no new
phenomenon to our State, It comes almost every ycar and as
sucl} we are almost accustomed to it, but the damagc and incon-
gemilllce the last flood has caused to the pcople is very consi-
aera €. The Revenue Minister has himself stated that the

mount of the damage caused will be to the tune of about

S crores 80 lakhs, It . _ 1 £
j X take the value o
jute and crop damage. may be more if we take

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : I said 13 crores as

the total estimat : ) - '
perties, €, 5 crore: ads and pro
perties. » o crores is only for buildings, ro P

e:xcef:sdlu(:Ii b SWAR GOSWAMI: Even 13 crores may be
ed if the Proper assessment is made after the flood situa-

tion comes to normal nen ;
i ' Cy as1 take proper
estimate at this time, y as it is not possible to prop
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Sir, the whole problem can be split up into 2 parts, that is,
the problem of flood and the proplem of erosion. So far as the
problem of flood is concerned, it is possible to take some measures
and as at one time the Prime Minister said that {lood by itself is
not a bad ~thing because it also deposits certain alluvial soil
which helps cultivation, but flood, when it comes and damages
the entire crop, it is to be taken serious note of. This time also
in Goalpara the damage has been extensjve. Similarly in North
Kamrup, Lakhimpur and some other places the damage has
been very extensive

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : In Majuli also.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, in Majuli also in
which my Friend, Shri Ram Nath Das, is showing so much interest,
extensive damage has been caused to the roads and bunds for the
repair of which alone it may require some 5 to 10 lakhs of rupees.
But if we take into account the cost of improving the roads
and other measures to stop flood in future the cost will go up
still further. At Majuli I have personally seen the extensive
damage caused. As far as I knew about 80 places on the Bund-
cum-road were damaged there. It may be more if some other
parts of Majuli are also taken into account. The Ahotguri
mouza has been washed away. If we take into consideration
the cost of repairing the embankments and the roads then we
will have to spend a lot of money. This is a very big problem
and as I have said, the flood is not a new phenomenon to ys,
It has been occurring from time immemorial, But what have
we done to tackle the problem of flood ? Fortunately the flood
this ycar was mainly caused by the Brahmaputra. The hill
rivers have not done so much damage as they were not
in spate. If all the hill rivers were in spate then there
would have been more flood and there would have been
more extensive damage perhaps never heard of before in our life
time. We have not been able to deal with the hill rivers. Now,
we have heard about setting up of a River Valley Commission,
During the last few years, Sir, in other parts of India many river
valley projects were taken up and those river valley projects
not only stopped floods but enabled the people of those sides to
harness the water of the flood to produce electricity and to do
certain irrigation works and to bring about the best out of a bad
situation.  In those™places today the people are in a flourishing
state whereas in our State we have not been able to harness or
train up even a single hill river. TIn this connection, Sir, ma
refer to an editorial comment of no less important a pPaper than
the Times of India where it was stated that it is really
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unfortunate that the Assam Government have not, after 7 years
of independence, been able to set up a proper commission to.ta_.ke
even the hydrological data that would be necessary for traming
all these rivers. And I do not know, Sir, how long it will take
to collect those hydrological data and when we shall be able
to start a proper river valley project, when we shall be able
to train up our turbulent rivers and streams and thereby escape
these annual devastations.

_ Sir, in certain areas of our State, flood is not taken Very
seriously because people are accustomed to it. But the damage
caused this time has even made these people to think about their
future. I know in certain areas crop has been extensively
damaged and nnless we rush in gratuitous relief in adequate
quantity, there may be starvation. I may say, Sir, about tWO
villages in my constituency, viz., Simna and ['oturi, where the
people are suffering for several years. They have been apply=
ing to Government for land and yet we have not been able to
provide them with sufficient land.

pf:Opls(;l ;-1 MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Arc they
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : VYes, they arc crosion as
well as flood-affected. They have not got al’ly purclmsing power
also because they have been the victims of chronic floods; they
have not been able to cultivate their lands for the last 3 on
YearIS, as a result they have no purchasing power today. Re-
gflg v, 1 went to' those villages with the Sadar b‘ubdi_wsmnal
sin fer and he has himself scen how many families arc WltI.IOth a
dia%;i gr?nary and unless some paddy is rushed to them 1mme-
die ofys:t am sure starvation will set in and many pCOPIC may
e ar_\f{atlon. I have seen personally that one man Masur
g thWI ¢ are living without food for the last 3 or 4 daYlS-
them CIfnelghbp uring people are not in a position to help
diatei ; gratuitous relief is not rushed to those places imme-
for 1> starvation deaths will oceur and that will be 2 bad day
is goo.d if hen we have plenty of foodstuffs and when_ our CI'OdP
day fOI"tlh It any part PGO_plc die of starvation, that will be a ba
N ¢ State—that will be scandalous. That 1s why 1 a[?PC
there i rnment to declare certain areas as scarcity arcas, where
those a:eam') paddy and no cultivation, and rush food {o
oS S _111ire'spect1v_e of the cost to the Government. Not onty
lar condician. Sc  Sir, but there are other villages where simi-
1tions prevail. In the Ahotguri Mouza I have hear

that the scarcity j
y is so acute th e . le will
have to face starvation S Toodusawhes peop

croded
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In this connection, Sir, I should refer to what I have
scen  that there is something like an invidious distinction
made by Government in the manner of granting relief. Where-
as people living on the Trunk Road and in big or small towns
are getting all the attention, peorle living in remote villages are
not getting the same treatment. I can substantiate my allega-
tion by referring to the erosion—affected people of the South
Bank of Kamrup and Majuli. [ visited Majuli in the first week
of September and several people told me that nothing was given
to them. I heard from them that there was no arrangement
for making any land available to them for settlement, they were
not shown the same consideration as was shown to other people
in other places and even no gratuitous relief was given to them.
Whereas we find in my constituency at Palacbari at least Rs.50
and two bundles of C. 1. Sheets were given as loan. In
Dibrugarh also C. I. Sheets were given. I have visited three
or four camps in Dibrugarh. The condition there was horrible
and I cannot imagine how people are living there and how a
civilised Government can ask people to live in those camps.
I have seen a camp where people are living in knee-deep mud
and there was no arrangement for shifting them from that camp.

Then, Sir, not only Majuli, there has been erosion in Bor-
tori, I'oturi, Simna, Ververi and other places and nothing has
been done up till now for rehabilitation of the people. My Friend,
Shri Radhika Ram Das, has just said that we have decided in the
last meeting of the Land Settlement Advisory Committee to give
some land to these pecople. But that relates only to the people
of Simna and Bortori. We have not been able to give land
to other people. The people of Simna, Foturi, Ververi were
applying for land for the last few years because these villages
were eroded, but these pecople have not received attention,
whereas, I should say rightly, attention has been given to
Palasbari. What has happened to Palasbari, what has hap-
pened to Dibrugarh has also happened to the people of Bortori,
Foturi, Simna, Majuli and other remote places. They are’
equally victims of flood and erosion and the same sympathy
and consideration should be extended to them. Sir, we are
pledged to the welfare of the villages and we swear by the
villages. If we are really pledged to the welfare of the people
of the villages, we must not make any invidious distinction
between these people and the people living in towns in the
matter of granting relief. But unfortunately that invidious dis-
tinction has been made. Just now the Revenue Minister said
that Rs.1,50,000 has been given to the people of Palasbari for
rehabilitation. The people who are getting any relief are peo-
ple of Kukuria, Sadilapur. But the people of Simna, Foturi;
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Borturi, Ververi are not getting a single farthing. I personally
requested Deputy Commissioner to sec that thcy get somic relief,
but nothing has been done for them (Shri Motiram Bora—Thcy
are not eroded). They are eroded. I can give the figures
of people who are eroded. Nothing has becn done for them.
If people of Palasbari and Dibrugarh can get some loan and
C. I. Sheets why not these people ? They decserve the same
treatment as they are equally erosion-affected. Just now the
Revenue Minister said that he had chalked out a plan for Ma-
juli. Here also we find the same distinction. If I have not
heard him wrongly, 3 bundles of G. 1. Sheets and Rs.100 will
be given to the people of Majuli as loan for their rchabilitation
-whereas the same amount has not been given to thc pcople of
Palasbari and Dibrugarh. Why this distinction ? Lect therc be
an uniform standard. Whoever is affected by crosion should get
the same treatment. I request the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
to consider this point. The plight of all erosion-affected pco-
ple is the same. They have lost everything. They arc the
victims of the wrath of River and God. They arc worsc than
the refugee: who haye come from Pakistan. If we have been
able to spend, and rightly so, so much money for the rchabilita-
tion of the refugees who have come to our State from Pakistan,
it is also necessary that we should spend the same amount or at
least SUfTilf:lt;nt amount for the rehabilitation of those people
;;'1 Ooa:]lf SltVltng In our State, who were born and brought up

ate, people who have lost everything to the river,

. Sir, these people have Jost everythin If you look into
g;“ﬁr :If’sncgtgm, 1t will be seen thaty tod%y the)}; are almost
receIi)ved frrt; destitutes and for that, Sir,” whatever help 1s
by the Centxr-gl %JtSIde sources and whatever money is given
received by ik overnment, the first priority for thesc should be
ke distin}c’t' €se erosion-affected people. I should like to
- affected peo iOn between the flood-affected people and crosion-
least lang topste' In the former case they have been left with at
ave lost ey, and upon, whereas the erosion-affected people
Th erything and they have nothing to stand upon.

erefor
percfo ¢, there should be a greater and better consideration
€ unfortunate people.

1 .
in g \;‘érwg hay € been told that we are tackling this problem
tackling this o "8; But on what war footing we have been
i S Problem up till now can be judged from a_single

Instance, oo
¢. In Majuli they have not been rehabilitated up till now.

Skri MO - ; :
go to Chinatoli'lglRlelgfl;Iulli;?RA (Minister) : Did my Friend
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I did go to Majuli but
I did not go in car. I walked down from Karatipara to
Kamalabari (Voice—uvisited Majuli on elephant),

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I also walked
down.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: But what I found that
the measures taken there in Majuli were not taken in a war
footing. As a matter of fact, these people have not been
resettled up till now. If they remain unsettled this year there is
no likelihood of their getting settled next year also. As people
aflected last year are not to be taken into consideration this
year as has been told by the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup
in the Land Advisory Committee, that we are concerned with
the people who have been affected this year and not with the
people who have been affected last year as they have settled
down somewhere somehow in the meantime. And if this 1is
the policy of the Government then unless the erosion affected
people of this year are given settlement this year, they will be
deprived from getting settlement next year. This is the way
of solving the problem and this is a bad way of avoiding a
problem. All' these people who are affected by erosion should
be rehabilitated and the number of their families is not much,
it is only about 10,000. The grazing reserves in a State
where there is enough, should be settled with the people who
arc themselves suffering for want of land and when people are
turned into destitutes. For this rehabilitation we must dereserve
these lands and give settlement to these unfortunate victims,
otherwise, it will be doing injustice not only to these people but
to the humanity as well

Coming to the problem of resettlement and rehabilitation
in Dibrugarh, I do not know why the Government has aban-
doned the plan of rehabilitation of the crosion-affected people
in the adjoining tea gardens. It is also known to Government
that some planters are selling these lands at exhorbitant prices.
I do not know how the lands granted for some specific
purpose, i. e., for cultivation of tea by the Government can be
used for other purposes by the planters, such as, for creating
new townships  and seliing them to people at exhorbitant
prices. How such illegal actions have been allowed to continue
by the Government, I do not know. Secondly, we want these
lands for a most important purpose of rehabilitating our
people and for these lands, if the planters want any amount
of money, should we accede to them ? I know at Dibrugarh
people are clamouring for land in Barbari, Mankata, Chauki-
dingi and other areas and if Government have determination
to pursue the matter and if these planters are stopped from
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selling lands for high prices and if the Government take imme-
diate steps to get the fallow lands of these tea gardens for
rehabilitation purpose, they can easily meet the problem. The
lands in these gardens have been given for the purposc of
growing tea and if they do not use it for that purpose, the
Government should force them to vacate these lands as we
should not have any softness for any owners of tea gardens.
Lastly, Sir, as the figures in subdivision-wise are nofl with
me, the money that has been given actually for relief, In
consideration of the number of people affected, is a small sum.
If we take Kamrup, gratuitous relief for that district 1s
Rs. 45,800 whereas besides Palasbari, etc., in South Kamrup in
Sualkuchi and Bamundi, more than 1,500 families have been
affected and if we give Rs. 100 per family, this sum is not
sufficient and this is not expected from a popular Government.
S tAtsh:}:yithﬁgnd& g}fg Dlas, has just now requested th-c ( }t_}vcrw
want to keep th};t com > 2% g tov-vn- of Palasbari, il they
e mercial centre, it is necessary that thc.}f
“given to them shouldl;: people there and the money that 1=
e treated as gratuitous relief

the Sslé’ﬁsgheg%h:s been too much talk about revetment and
disappearing IeCllI'lty that revetment may StOP CI’(?SI“II 18
ek Whic.h = am a -layman z}nul cannot tread nto the
decide. But althg‘)thmme' It is a matter for experts (O
question should be ugh we want to save these towns, the
provide this revetm considered in ‘how many places w¢€ can
affected, tomorrowent' To-day, Dibrugarh and Palasbari are .
affected ; if we make Some other towns and villages may be
we make revetmente.revetmeﬂt at this rate of huge cost, can
me to give expert in all the places affected ? It is not for

Opinion, but my view is that unless we can

control the rj
ver at 18
these revetments w?t the source, unless we can do something,

poor State like o i such huge costs will be too much for a
to the fury of (he 3_1'5- In Dibrugarh the revetment gavc way
a devastation, lver, but Engineers could not think of such

Shri MOTIRA
42 ;l];)t.‘;;nt revetment ?
ri
am ready tOASRgl%WAR GOSWAMI: I am a layman, but I
putting up revlfat muc:,h more than this sum if I know that by
ments i some particular places we can save

the WhOIﬁ State
15 crores of rup.ees? am ready to spend away even the whole

another matter ThAt the same time we have to think of
save the whole State ; ‘I/‘\t;vetment 2one at Dibrugarh cannot
. e have seen from our experience that

M BORA (Minister): Then my Iriend
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the course of the river is unpredictable, and if we go on buil-
ding revetment, it will be a costly thing far beyond the capacity
of the Assam Government. What I am asking as a lay man
is to train and control the river at its source. If we can do that,
that will be far better procedure of stopping erosion and floods.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Don't you want
revetment at Palasbari ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I want it, because revet-
ment at Palasbari will not only save the eroded areas at
Palasbari town, but also save many other neighbouring
villages from erosion and flood.

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you read about the training of
Howangho and Yangtsekiang ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: 1 have not read the
whole book but what I have read from the extracts, it appears
to me that there they have been tackling this problem from
quite a different angle.  What I would suggest even for stopping
(loods is to take up large scale embankment projects. Really
embankments have succeeded to a great extent in stopping
floods although due to embankments being constructed in wrong
places many of our villages have suffered badly. But then
this can be cured. I therefore would like the Government to
take up the question of embankment very seriously.

Sir, I have not spoken to-day with a view to criticise the
Government but with a view to focus the attention of the
Government to certain essential problems arising from wide
spread floods that has been repeatedly occurring during the
last few years. As we treat this problem of floods above politics,
we do not want to play with the victims of the fury of nature.
So also we want that the Government should come forward with
adecuate amount of money to offer substantial aid to the floop
and erosion-aflected people. We want that this chronic flood
should be stopped for ever so that we, the people of Assam, may
be able to live in happiness and in prosperity.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I ap-
preciate the report that has been placed before the House by the
Finance Minister and have heard what has been done at the
moment by the Government and the anxiety with which the
Centre has already taken up the question of training or control-
ling the Brahmaputra river and revetments to be placed at
different towns which have been already eroded. I congratu-
late both the Governments for the steps that they have taken all
along. But one thing that strikes my mind is that the details
which have been placed before the House by the [inance
Minister to-day are undoubtedly. palliative only. Unless the
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problems are tackled from a long term view, the same thing
may repeat after only a few years in the State. What I feel
is this: the problem that faces us today is first the uestion of
eroded people and I have placed this question in our Relief
Committee and personally to the Chief Minister and Revenue
Minister and also other Ministers who have been on the spot.
Frankly speaking the question of eroded people must be taken
on the line of the evacuees from Pakistan. Evacuees from
Pakistan were victims of man-made difficulties, but here the
difficulties of the flood and erosion affected people arc natur€
made. The difficulties with which our Government have been
facing to-day as a result of these widespread floods must also be
placed on the same footing. I do believe that these eroded peo=
ple should be rehabilitated on the same term, under the
same procedure and with the same help from the Centre as
has been thecase with the evacuees from Pakistan. |
honestly believe that unless this is done, our eroded people
whose nurp_ber is about 10,000 or more families cannot
2? rihablhtated with the meagre resources at the disposal

the  Government of Assam. It must therefore  be
f’g,?lsifered as an All-India problem as the very Members of
o ment who have been accompanying the Prime Minister

€ expressed this very view in Parliament at Delhi.

mustIt is undoubtedly an All-India question and the Centre
a‘%,'l"al.ntsCo(rjne-t0 the rescue of the eroded people by sufficient
just in ?hn In a scientific way these people must be 1'chal_alhtatcd
rehabili ¢ same way as in those little townships raised for
thousa ltciatlol.l of the evacuees. I find we have got about

plantue;l ; blghas. of land to be requisitioned from the tea‘
the re}f gl_lomy' district which have been place.d. practlcally fm.
and Otla ilitation of some 3 or 4 hundred families of Ahatgurl
tryin t}}e'r mauzas of Majuli. Our Government have been
gra,tugit()u(31r level best to help them with C. I. sheets, with some
of that IS relief an(_i some loan and other things. But in spite
clear the 'muStl say, it will not be possible for 'those p(-:(_)plc to
and the Jungles so easily and they will not be in a position—
tiOn—-,toyr: re not in the habit of doing these things for genera-
the best inteov.? to their newly constructed qull111gs inspite of
that has b ntion of the Government and inspite of the assistance
them to deen %ﬁ'erred to them, as quickly as one would desire
these lando-' herefore, I feel that for these eroded people
more assi s must be reclaimed at the cost of Government.. Some
i ssistance should be forthcoming to them in the shape of
aying out the roads, clearing the big jungles and putting
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blocks in certain order and putting some temporary huts, etc.,
for the people to live there temporarily. And in this way
laying out the roads, clearing the big jungles and putting the
blocks in certain order. Some temporary kats should be erected
for the people who live temporarily. 1In this way, unless these
people are induced to go there it will not be for them to muster
courage and fight with the clement there to rehabilitate them-
selves properly. The whole question of eroded people must be
taken by Government on the iine undertaken by the Central
Government and that is what I feel.

Another thing is regarding the flood-affected people of
Majuli ard other people in the other districts. They have
been affected, this time to such an extent that their paddy
lands have been made useless, if not for all the time, but at
least for the next 5 or 6 years, they will not be able to do any
cultivation , because the land became sandy. Therefore, there
should be some other way out as to how to rehabilitate these
people, although they have not been eroded. Equally they
have been aflected by all sands deposited all round their
cultivable lands. Practically these people should also receive
consideration on the same lines as was given to the eroded
people, and they should not be dealt with by a picce-meal way.

I, myself feel that our forest have not been made
scientifically. There are vast tracts of lands laying everywhere.
Nobody ultilised them, also by the then Government. As a
result of that, in addition of the valuable timbers, there were
valuable cultivable lands also within those reserves. To my
mind, those portions were made very useful by dereservation
for the people of the eroded areas and in lieu of that the
forests that have been found within the tea gardens in a
compact block might be reserved by the Forest Department to
be utilised as forest reserve. The scientific forestry, in our
country is a beginning just now. When there is aforestation,
it will ‘be no harm for deforestation when it is working on a
scientific line, and the deforested land working on a scientific
line. Because decforested land might be given to the
affected people for making a decent village and in a planned
manner. On the other hand those tea garden lands might be
utilised as a result of afforestation. Recently we have found,
possibly this is the biggest problem (as I happen to read in the
newspaper) in the North-East Frontier Agency. In North-East
Frontier Agency there is a scheme like that. I do not know
exactly, what is the fact, but that might be made forest reserve
in that State. :

After the Earthquake, when we discussed the matter, I
remember to have made some sort of suggestions, when the
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Abor Hills and other places have become a terrible place for
economic habitation. These might be treated as forest reserve
and those people might be shifted.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have no right to prop out that as
North-East Frontier Agency is not within your jurisdiction.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : Sir, if we have no right
to suggest then if the Centre do not come to our rescuc......

Mr. SPEAKER: T say, as the North-East Frontier Agency
is not within our jurisdiction, we have no right to say regarding
their scheme,

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: If we have no right to
suggest, 1t 1s very unfortunate. If Assam goes in this way due

to natural calamities, possibly, the whole of India will be
affected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Tpe

i 5 at they have been fighting
with the Brahmaputra for t y say that they have be g

he last 2,000 years.

- Sh{;i NILMANI PHOOKAN : In that case, if we are
'](j:‘ht‘ kRN atuge, thel:e IS N0 question of discussing scientifically.
] OEJSOIS ,HOt & question that they have been fighting tor the last
heooh yearsmowith Nature, therefore, no scientific progress 1S
e sttlz’l:e Tgfzn our f'uturt_zgeneration might safely be _lc[t to
(Cvpiidr, i Ir, I say this, with al] my difference with the
RELE R No, no, this is said by somebody clse.

Shri NILM )y St ! ;
lost my thread ﬁlc\lutiﬂllg_OOKAN For this digression I have

Mr. SPEAKER: (

r.M. You ur time has been extended to 12-30

¢an go on upto 19-30 P.M.

Shri NILMAN . ) -
portion of the fores: I;:IOOKAN = I do believe that some

should be o Lo ves, and so called grazing reserves
people and pf}?fsdsﬁog e purpose of rehabilitation of these
I : I uld allow beautiful villages to spring up Il

OSC PACEST 1t Taftnuciilie ‘orest Department again _cannot
overlook the.negds of the orest Dep};rtme;lt also. This can
be done scientifically and v have “already made a begin-
ning on this line. If we ma s 4

. ke out scient est in all the
places that will give good forestry in sjc&l;r;ﬁic &
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As regards Dibrugarh, I should like to say something. Some
of my friends may think otherwise as I might have no right to
speak about Dibrugarh, T am hailing from Dibrugarh and I
spent most of my time there. My family members are still there,

Mr. SPEAKER: As

youare a representative of the State
you are allowed to speak.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : When the flood came
there, I went to  Dibrugarh  the very first day. The leaders of
Dibrugarh waited on a deputation ~ to meet the Governor. T
happened to be thcrc,- and ina formal way, we discussed the
question of rehabilitation and other things. As far as I remem-
ber, we came to the unanimous conclusion that the town affec-
ted by erosion might be shifted towards Chowkidinghee and I
suggested to him before we had met hijm in a deputation that all
Chowkidinghee tea garden lands which are not necessary for
tea cultivation purpose should he acquired for the peopie of
Dibrugarh town, and if necessary, the whole garden may be
bought by the Government for 20 or 30 lakhs of rupees and it
should be again redistributed amongst

. the people and
the price of the garden so  bought by Government may

be fetched. All availaple teq garden lands should be
acquired for the rchabilitation of the flood and eroded people of
Dibrugarh. I agree with the Leader of the Opposition, though
I am nota Lawyer, I don’t think that the tea garden
authorities in such places should have any right to take
advantage of the calamity of the people. The ‘tea industry is
making big profit, they may also create townships, but I don’t
think they have any such right because the tea lands were given
for eertain special cultivation only and not for any other
purpose. 8ir, if some of my friends will go to the High Court
possibly they may win their cases. The tea industry people
have nothing else except their special cultivation, for which they
have been given special treatment. I hope our Government
and others will put their heads together to find out whether
these tea garden people can sell their surplus lands other than
the lands actually required for tea cultivaticn. However, Sir,
that was a conclusion arrived at by the leaders of Dibrugarh
subsequently. If another policy in this regard was adopted
by the Government of course T am not in the know of that
policy.  Sir, the very first day the Governor was at Dibrugarh
he promised or rather assured us that he would put all these
things before his Governmen( when he comes back to Shillong,
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Sir, I don’t k
. now af‘t 1%
with the Government as wener fakes how the matter stood
town. Sir, as regards i as with the leaders of Dil "su’)o
affected by flood T fe Oii‘elill}ly own constituency w.i]‘.)‘l“gdl'h
a letter from D. G G iing to say. Re hich was
Secretary, I NET Jorhat that Shri ecently [ found
) - . U Y - = 1 SdI‘hc.“ ar or :
Congress Commitiee th.atc" ('O’T_lplzuncd to ;l\::u PB_‘)“.IUI.L”’
people el upit hno _rcllef T s Nt rovincial
surprised to find thgt ?ht Z ti)mc he- went {hc‘f“'fll io the
from the memb et P. G >, but 1 was
(&3 y . 7 . has aske e A
we had done the;.f: Ccincemcd in that coc:'?st'lts;\ul explanaion
was sitting at Ga fidt; am sorry to say Si stituency and what
‘o invite those lli/,[a]%,l and I think it Wbu]:{’l that Ll_lc A. P. C. G
areas also, but th Eas As. who happene = étd\{lsab]c for them
, but they did not d PP ned tobe in tl af{fect
gentleman who made a 0 so. Sir. at the inst e affected
W ] paa sweeping r 2 » nstance F .
S e Dl etz etk that o o ke
rom the persons con .C. at once cal . relief w ork
(]_foices-—ls therc(;,cmed' called for a report
Sir, I can suppl n)lf relevancy, Sir ?
inyself eleridie oa all the details of th
Flepored ik Depiity The'very:das works done by
start at once fi deputy  Commissi yaoay I arrived Jorhat.
ML SPEAL Majuli issioner  that
Shr SPEAKER : On what da; that we should
ri NILMANI BT T
T started witl NI. PHOOKAN : W
of ri 1 the Deput : On the fir y
Micer A 60T ; puty Commissione 1c first of August.
eputy Commissi e arrived at Majuli ith 100/15. maunds
ava}lable o ot l-SIOner tGeAdk th‘e Juii, _I at once asked the
Relief C cials from th Tahsildar to bring
ommitt e lowest t ring all
was al eec. Anoth st to the highest t r
ce so formed., Si ther non-official g'.lc?t' to form a
e e S started falil Relicf. Commities
ree Majuli flood a"mg possible was doat once with 13/14
qclllested the Deput nd erosion affeéted ne to render relief to
sefide 100 mautds fY Commissioner t people. Next day I
¥as not possible too sl Ahatgur(? tg)o back to Jorhat‘and
he Deputy COmmFa}‘l‘y anything to 1;1 y'- steamer because it
ment for sendi ssioner sta ajuli except by stc
b nding rice rted fOrJ 1 Yy amer.
y motor lunch. Sir to Ahatguri a.C("OOCI]‘,.lat and made ariange-
was moving from pla , 1 stopped at 1\,/_[r inply land to Salmara
could do to render ce to place and wai\]ull for one week and
I came ba relief to th s doing what little bi
£ _back and the next d e affected it I
rom Dibrugarh and ay I went to Di BEPR L [ ey
the details of the work oreall s mo%uhl and stayed there
Sir. I can gi rks done at Majuli ths. I have got all
, I can give all the ajuli fro o 481
names of the affected m the Tahsildar.
pGOple of Aha.tguri
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from the adults to the children................ e e (Laughter)
(vorces—=asY AR a7y (v )

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the number ?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: The number of eroded
families is more tiian a thousand at that time, recent figure is
more or less 1,200 families. Sir, many cattle also have
been treated by the Veterinary Department though mortalities
are great. ‘L'he figures are supplied to me by the Tahsildar
—these are official figures and the Deputy Commissioner
must also have got these figures. The Government may
call for those figures from the Deputy Commissioner.
Sir, I am surprised that some irresponsible represertatives of our
news papers, some of them not all, could get the records of the
North Bank while sitting at the South Baunk. It is very bad
on the part of some irresponsible representatives simply to cen-
sure and find fault with the Government and the administration.
Sir, I say the departmental records are with me if I am asked
10, PEACLIOUT . v cvns s feuse s smioniit st (Voices—Read out please )

Sir, the official records are with me, they have always been
sent to me by the Tahsildar. So, if somebody comes from
Majuli and without rhyme and reason starts saying something
which is not really true it is very bade.....cis Stk e

(Disturbances)—armes ‘%215 <2ty fow TZI—vo1ce.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, my Friend,
Mr. Goswami, has stated just now that nothing has been done
for Majuli. The hon. Membker is a representative from the
Majuli constituency, let us hear him and let him not be
disturbed in this way.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : Sir, how I proceeded in
a regular way I am giving an idea of that. © When 1 went there,
I wrote the official letter to the Assistant Director of Public
Health—*‘Dear Sir, please send me a list of Doctors and Health
Assistants, you have placed at Majuli and flood-affected areas
on the Southern side of the Brahmaputra with their names and
centres so that if any complaints, true or false, that may come
to me may be conveniently referred to those officials in
connected centres without delay. Please send me a brief report
of health work done so far in those flood-affected places as you
so kindly assured me to supply”. I wrote this on the 13th
September to the head office so that “if I get any complaint I
may refer the matter immediately to the officials concerned
and yourself. If this procedure is adopted it will give an
opportunity to sort out cases which are left unattended and they
will receive immediate attention. I am sure the suggestion
will receive your approval.’.

Similarly, I wrote to the Veterinary Inspector-in-charge—
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¢« Please send me a list of Veterinary Assistants, and Iield Assi-
stants, whom you have placed in Majuli Relief Centres as well
as on the Southern side flood-affected riparian ar-as for my
easy reference whenever any complaints come from any centre.
Kindly send me a_copy of  reports that you have reccived of
Cattle discases and mortality from any centres and whether
medicines, etc., have been fully supplied in every centre for
immediate treatment if necessary.’

Similarly, I sent another letter to Tahsildar, Majuli in-charge
of Relicf, Kamalabari, Jorhat—*I should be obliged if' you kindly
working in each centre, seedlings Centres and names of officials
supply me with a list of Relief supplied to each centre where
they were in demands, list of families whose home steads eroded,
list of demands for seeds for winter crops from each centre if, any.

Kindly send me also a copy of the Report as regards reliet
works done up to the date of last official report. This will also
help me in disposing of complaints, true and false, coming from
different quarters. 1 may then send you, after shifting, the
g;fogase;ﬂéit mc?fy YCtkl"emain unattended for your necessary
also kindly bep;)::nt t‘(\;e?ng,.r(‘pon to Deputy Commissioner may
therel,ur. SPEAKER: You have got satisfactory report from
Oiﬂcigﬂr:o?gl‘MgNI PHOO,K{iN! I have sent to the different

ines sug est_eén];: in the Majuli area and they pursued on these
OmmiSS§0n;r }(flme and these reports were sent (0 the Deputy
ave done th .and a copy to me of every report. I think they
and such a faelrﬁwork in details, I have a feeling t}mt 1'f Sl.lc.h
dual case Iml y has not been attended to it is possﬂ)ly indivi-
Aori - I dosay that the Field Assistants, Veterinary and
gticultural Demonstrators have b e Lo hest this time
to give relief to the peopl s have been doing their best his 11m-
were complaints fr people a_S'far as pos.<;1l)1(__>.. But of course there
20 seers of rice as om certain quarters. Sir, one family wanted
minds of the distrif;er ratuitous relief and suspicion arose¢ 11 the
that he has got 2 B}?tm% officers and subsequently 1t was found
themselves wanted tc? I;;ELS full of paddy and rice. 1f the people
cannot be humanly Oszljllt fEhese people by taking the relief | it
bit of relief worE th ¢ for the officers to attend to every
done or improperly d at has been given whether properly
have that moral 3s[en’;eonte' Unless the people themselyes
to their need, it is not th o take one or two seers according
of our own m lno the fault of the officers. Itis the fault
Sarbeswa anocfal degradation. T am sorry how my Friend like
d r Bordoloi, a very well able man ‘'who is doing tremen-
ous work for the relief of these people from the I. N. T. U. C.

A
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upto this moment could have made such complaints. The day
he went to these people with his paddy he found me coming
from Majuli doing relief work. How the Congress Committee
is so duped by such report, I do not know. At any rate, in
Majuli side I honestly say that the officers from Deputy Commis-
sioner downwards and non-official agencies also have done their
work satisfactorily. As regards the embankment work, the
Leader of the Opposition preferred that there should be some
good roads on these embankments. These roads will have to
be repaired and recently when I went with the Revenue
Minister and also the Forest Minister who is also responsible for
the constituency because he is a niember of that constituency,
I find that Government have already sanctioned some 6 lakhs
of rupees or so for full repair of these roads and we have
suggested to the Public Works Department Minister and also
the other officials, that this time these roads should be made
permanent, if not, to save from erosion of the rivers at least half a
portion of Majuli area will be encircled. Even the Brahmaputra
while eroding other places, cannot erode those places, which are
encircled by these roads and will be saved for at least the next
ten years.

Mr. SPEAKER : This should be a road ¢um Bund.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS:
be saved ?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: That will save more than
half the area of Majuli. If this is done by the time the flood
swells up the Majuli area, at least the people will be saved for
the next ten years. What you and I have got to do when the
places are threatened by ihe Brahmaputra except to suggest to
the Government what you want to do or to leave the people
at the mercy of the Brahmaputra by not giving the road. This
is not possible and we have in our Relief Committee suggestions
made to Government and Government have t
tions in right earnest,

Mr. SPEAKER: The House

2 p. M. :

How erosion can

aken these sugges-

stands adjourned up to

(Adjournment)

(After lunch)

(The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 . M.)
Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : s =93 THTT
Arziva, Oife TS R WAy el Wi atadEn aord [ers

fr Ofie @2 TF GicEsar off wfRa ffm sl 3% cotdew
wsfar gamam ficg) |
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Test Reliel 3313
afeaicar® ates? g T | AT wFIErr w13 23 |

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Test Relicf
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Mr. SPEAKER : «2 sfys wiatq paafaq wifig =g |

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 77, <2 2[5 78 39
ATy 1 AT sIiTe 9T ek Embankment and Drainage fastst
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Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : w@4rm  arzlvd, Iz
giffa Aat Girwsf@d acstasim g fFals 7

(42T 7% 2AS CFCALE T3 ¢ Voices)
Mr. SPEAKER: Say, about, sixteen thousand.

Shri CHANOO KHERIA : @ars wczma, (1% 2129 4 featg AAT
FAralca @ity A= 4 Addtm 02y | AFga waz) FATT AT wlALATZCAT B
atF S-St afeal®  @oa 9a7 Czg o1 2uea g A cAiare
preicz #faee |

afem o) 0205 1 fafEts alza g3-wata AtTca SEE faca  O1%
Ttz At AN AR A A e At | (b are—fEAr s
a4 BB1% fca i) 217 900 T Afatag 71 Zfgacay THIZ Az Al ffar BIfd
n2tza (oeAS 9% g At 97 T2 fFate Agtam | 353 8799 a1z aid
GNEta A 2 qzalE AR Atz gt 5t Avzdn wfEa Al | afem
I ifs Ff393 mag—atarz, afaz, ata, =, Mata At cdfs =faTd
4 A6 A1 Frs oAt wME As | Atgzear Fraeemce AR
fFgald AT ciatatars gtz g 9T ot 800 At AfAANAT wtatd
et W alias  wfetze ) waF i w512 qlz5afd
A0 A 80 Azm  frw Gz aza g G @ A2
AME  AMits  Aps o wm  ;gm feq At alw AN
0 MG Atita T2 51324 atata i S g wta) w3 @t | sifsca 27
:fn;?tw 445 T WD) cwbrarr Avp Aze Az | famisa Al AT (4.4
A @qg:m? ‘f’_ﬁﬁ | s Bgq ARa fels fats aresfaa argee 2o W

21 difers T sacarz atwa s A |

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): fgigeatad At 3 ?

i ﬂln?HANOO KHERIA : @itatfa =icaaifa, Fetamifa, fEwia-
e YO, PI9A) W1 sizojaq gpaw 4%1 Forest Reserve affs 323 faete
R SBREE A g e

Mr. SPEAKER : fRurEfals 7 ¢ am)

#«tﬁﬁfﬁ&? ANOO KHERIA : »fx cafeas ata | 12eald ‘015*@ 1S
esltaz cﬂﬁl;ﬁ:f\g T wfits | Flad WiFEats dfed gAcatdt ai® 12 31zeA
ﬂaiéw It ,[;tﬁq | wfmet dAtag 441 Baq Aaca cata AT AT sIFiTd
T3 AL ?‘W et A cobratcr fat sitca Enawed_TRAHAS
stfaatacat AT Reres 1 aeg e f sAfmicd Azt a1 0208 92 2[1fTS

AECAIRCE] BIFNT (R weg Aziy warcp Atwenwmg AEETE T oif©
cit=itaz F&3 ateat aits ERISIEIEICE Al IR I B3 giatdfets [T

AT @R FIS ACEN FFECA AW zcat = T -
A A AR T ere AEtss azd At
G A9 53F1RT ATFE 23 Al | e

Mr SPEAKER : wioify witwafate arzata wig? .
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Shri CHANOO KHERIA: fsfiatz eatal |
Mr. SPEAKER : arF3ita cizg &fom e o

Shri CHANOO KHERIA : aigzast afen i, csfem w2
wite? @ifgran | oAifes ATzt veen ot v @sts ant) oR
FIACIZ BIFIAF G A FAG) WS colrAlTT Gttty R fwae 09T
FCO| AT LCATF QFFIAT M7 (Gratuitous relief) 7 313 7 aoy B
feala 7971 (208 CI9CBIe 33 ¥ 20n | oMiT wfEET TR Basits At @
Fia7) <97 4fag ot e otz enawita ®e =i ales RIERIS ]
AAFE 93-7317 e a7 Aita) AmTEREE Ten  HiRe Jeatets @bl
plan #f4 3=aly =est | Akt ¢ 9% amad stfEce |

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: M. Speaker,
Sir, we are thankful to the Revenue Minister for giviag this
House an opportunity to discuss this important subject of flood
and for making a statement regarding that in this House.

Sir, Assam is not unacquainted with floods. But flood of this
year is unique on account of and its repeated recurrence within
a few months.  So the problem of tackling this is not only with
the Government but also with the public. Flood by itself is not
always to be feared because flood sometimes gives beneficial
effects to the soil. ~ So far as Dibrugarh is concerned, I mean
Dibrugarh Subdivision, the erosion there has caused havoc and
has created the greatest problem. Brahmaputra 1s erod-.
ing the Dibrugarh not for the first time this year, but
Dibrugarh people have borne this brunt of erosion for
the last three decades, but the severity of this vyear
is unprecedented. The Brahmaputra = started erosion
this year not only in Dibrugarh but also in Pasighat,
Sadia, Majuli, Palasbari and other places, which are also the
victims of such erosions. Therefore, this problem should be
tackled on a war-footing. In this connection, I would mention
that if the previous Governments would have taken timely
measures, erosions at least in Dibrugarh could have been
checked in time. As I have already stated, people of Dibrugarh.
has already borne the brunt for the Jast three decades, so I say
that the previous Governments if they would have taken a long
view of the matter could have stopped erosions there In this
connection, I would like to mention that in the year 1936 when
erosion just started for the first time at Dibrugarh and when
it was the victim of severe floods, an Engineer from Calcutta,
his name is probably Mr. Curry was deputed to Dibrugarh and
he submitted a scheme to the Government for protection of
Dibrugarh town which involved a sum of Rs,13 lakhs, But the
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then GO
Perusal O‘Eef}?mcnt was not prepared to accept this scheme.
the year 193’;: Procecdings of the Assam Legislative Council in
the then M; will bring to your notice the reply given by
protection Ofmgfﬁf‘ in-charge of Revenue to this question of
‘GOVernn.em. ibrugarh town from erosion. He said that
protection of 13§]11r;t prepared to S'l’)Cl'_ld tax-payers money for the
by the Govc:rn1 )r‘ugﬂr.h town.” This was the attitude assumed
as now almosznbmt in the year 1937 to the problem which
Assam, That i ecome a baffling one to the Government of
have tackled thlg why T say, Sir, if the then Government would
1t would not havé)roblem effectively at the cost of Rs.13 lahks,
an expendityre Ofélssumcd the present proportion demanding
erosion has heep ores of rupees. Although this problem ol
rugarh from agitating the minds of the people of Dib-
the river becoyears past, there are of course, gaps, at times
place, and aga;ﬂcs $IOnC t}lr})ulcnt and heavy erosion takes
eavy erosion he at times it becomes calm and less turbulent.
the great earthgan fo takf; place again in the year 1950 after
Again  in VCclua}fc which was followed by heavy floods.
committee was Yefi.r 1950 after the floods, an expert
that Committea sent by the Central Government, and
Protection of theslg)-m“wd a scheme for revetment for
: scheme 1, ibrugarh town in the year 1952. Had
time T think cen  pushed through and completed n
would haye not '?g?smh COulcl. have been checked and it
EES’- hSir, actual dil]nri(g tthc gigantic scale that it has assumed
COvet €re is ng remcdg ] Oh_i‘CVCtment comes from ou_l.ilzmklng
revef the entire areay %t is unless revetment is built up 1o
e ) bm_ent. will not solye w:\}rl ere erosion takes place. Piccemeal
balllk uilt in 195 il ¢ gl‘Oblcm. Had the revetment that
Savedfrrodecfl In Dibry arr}?a ?as to cover the entire length of
et haand S0 much 0% oy the revetment could have been
to mcn\{? one to waste S(i);lcy spent 1n its construction WOL.l]d
i 10n the exampla 92 this connection, I would like
€ people of D Plary spirit of community work shown by
the very exi rugarh when erosion of the ri 1 et
. Stence of the Dib of the river threatene
children of Dibrugarh car. rugarh town. Men, women and
autherity in order tgo came out and helped the revetment
Brahmaputra, T save the revetment from the fury of the

. t is a uni
e unique exam =4 ,
which the pecple of Dibr q Fuele g)le ofl C(I)_mmun.lty work for

Now another
of one crore of ru
and experts had

sche : : :
pees Illllz?solf reve;ment involving an expenditure
come antzlen ormulated by the Government
gone back again after examining

R hd iRy, (e T
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the site. They will shortly submit, it is told, their final
recommendations.

It is a matter for the Engineers to say as to which is the
best method for protection against crosion. But as a lay man
I would request the Government to consider the question of
Protecing crosion by spurring of banks. [ think Government
will also do well to suggest to the experts to explore the pos-
sibility of piling and also dredging the sand bars formed near the
bank as a protective measure against erosion. As regards the
revetment, Sir, if it is decided to construct the revetment, it
should be constructed in one season. Otherwise there is every
likelyhood of the revetrment being endangered, nay rather de-
molished by the outflanking tactics of the mighty Brahmaputra.
Government is now faced with the problem of rehabilitating the
people rendered homeless as a result of the erosion. It isthe
natural desire of the people to have lands contiguous to the
town. Therefore it is the duty of the Government to find lands
for rehabilitation of these people in places near about the town.
The reported decision of the Government to find land in
Mohanbari has caused great resentment in minds of the people
of Dibrugarh. Sir, our people are not so enterprising so as to
be able to built up satilite townships. The people for whom
lands may be allotted at Mohanbari may even refuse to accept.
They may even take the extreme step of squatting in  public and
Government places in an attempt to thwart the Government
efforts to allot lands in far away places from the town. Such
an attempt on the part of the Government may also creat
impression in the minds of the people that the Government is
not at all earnest to construct a revetment at Dibrugarh and
what they want is to shift the town to some other place. I
therefore urge upon the Government not to build Government
buildings in distant places but to devise ways and means by
which lands can be procured in areas contiguous to the town for
construction of Government and public buildings as also to allot
to the peoples rendered landless by the erosion.

Lastly, Sir, the Revenue Minister hasg mentioned in his state-
Mment that Government have abandoned the scheme which they
formulated to rehabilitate the refugees. The scheme was aban.
doned on account of the fact that the affected people represented
to the Minister that price of the land is too high.” But, I think,
Sir, for that reason the scheme should not be abandoned. The
refugees should be allowed to think over the matter once again,
and I think, good sense will prevail upon them. So, Sir, I
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would ask the Government not to abandon the scheme totally,
so that the people might get time 10 revise the scheme  because
through this scheme Government is going to get hclp from the
Centre. If the scheme is abandoned, it will dcprive us of the
money which we are going to get. With these words, I resume
my seat.

‘Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I thank the flood and erosion affected peoplc of Assam for
standing bravely against the erosion’and flood caused by the Brah-
maputra and its tributaries. My thanks go to our Go'ver:nmen.t,
because they are dealing this problem properly within their
means. 1 think, Sir, we should think one thing like that of the
Brahmaputra on the one hand in one line, and on the other han.d,
we should also think its tributaries on a different line. Sir,
when we think about the Brahmaputra, the idea of Biswakar-
ma, the Engineer and the architect of the Universe comes
to my mind. After all, -there is one thing called acts of God
or law of nature.  So, when we go to deal with the mighty
Brahmaputra, that fact should not be altogether ovquooke{l.
Sir, my thanks go to the people of Dibrugarh for offering their
prayers to the Almighty Father to pacify the mighty Brahma-
utra. ‘That example should have been followed by the two
embers of Legislative Assembly who are residing near Palas-
bari. ‘If they have not forgotten that, I think, they will do this.
__ Sir, I think, the whole of Asia is in the State of a melting
pot with regard to politics,. The Asiatic States are in the state of
?].mcltmg pot with regard to the law of Nature also. There are
igh floods about in all parts of Asia. There are sOme things
thJch are called axiomatic truths, and they are not to be
forgotten and also not to be abandoned. This is 1ot only my
OPinion, this is the opinion of experts also. The opryon of the
€xpert is that the whole of the Assam Himalayan Range 1s of
Tecent origin and absolutely unstable. The Assam Valley is still
:/IVI the process of formation. Further if we pay our attentiof, -
w; . ﬁl?d that in the year 1947, there was a great earthquake
as 2 shocked the Assam Hill Range. Again we find there
d: S a great earthquake in the year 1892, which caused general
nprﬁssmn in the south bank of the Brahmaputra. There was *
another great earthquake in the year 1950, which caused further
truth ]:t}on in tl.e State of Assam. There are the axiomatic
Bu hs efore us, and that is why we are to deal with the
rahmaputra erosion problem in a different way.

deterior

That is why we should think about Biswakarma, the
Engineer and the architect of the Universe also. (Laughter)
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Sir, as we are born we are fated to dic after some years say,
after 100 years. During this period of our lives we may suffer
from various discases which may be cured by the doctors. So,
Sir, during the time given by law of nature, if some thing hap-
pens, we should take steps against such happenings. Laws of
nature have full play upon us, but still' human brain has
developed different means to well utilise laws of nature. So we
should not sit idle to tackle the Brahmaputra problem.  Sir,
in my mind, if we are to tackle this question of the Brahmaputra
we are to tackle in a different way. It is not to be tackled
by the Assam Government alone, but it should be tackled by the
Government of India in consultation with neighbouring Asiatic
Governments and this must be tackled on the basis of Asia as a
whole. So, in my mind, the Government of Assam should

not think this as a question of Assam alone, they should
think in terms of Asia. (Heqr, Hear)

Sir, if this is not done, in my humble opinion, we are to
think and re-think before we take up any big plan to control the

mighty Brahmaputra.

Mr. SPEAKER : Will you come to our tcrritory?-

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI : Sir, T am coming to
that. In my humble opinion, the question of control of Brahma-
putra should be treated and solved in a different way, and on a
different line after having some experience this year. Sir, before
we go to take up any big plan to tackle the Brahmaputra ero-
sion problem, the expert opinion, the opinion of the people
residing by the side of the Brahmaput}‘a and having practical
experience in this matter and the ancient writings about the
Brahmaputra, are to be taken into consideration, Then only a
practical shape may be given. In my opinion, the expert

opinion alone will not help. We must make the honest attempt
to solve this problem anyhow. 5

Now, Sir, I am coming to the tributaries of Assam, which
may be easy to be controlled. In this connection, I should like to

say that as one of our Ministers has been deputed to Japan and
China, he will be able to throw some light how to control the
tributaries in Assam. T think, he has secen a lot, and [, on my
part, want to offer my full co-operation to him if he so contem.

plates to implement some of these plans undertaken by the people
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of China and Japan in the matter of control of Pahumara
River. I submit to him that he will be able to canalise the latent
energy of the people in solving this problem. The example
that are being followed by the Chinese people will be shown here,
and I leave it to the Minister to see that at least he should take
up such a plan on an experimental basis in the casc of Pahumara
River. I assure him that in this matter, I shall offer my help
if required, and also try to prevail upon the pcople of my
constituency to co-operate with him, in his attempt.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the length of the river
Pahumara?

: Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI : Sir, it will be better
if we m?.ke a mathematical calculation from the map itself]
Sir, special attention should also be given by the Minister-in-
charge to control the Beki river, probably this river falls under
the constituency of Minister, Agriculture too. Sir, the Bagmara
o ali.lo has been badly affected by the river and it must be
ggrlzlgfhiﬁd. If the river cannot be controlled by human labour
Agricultu%-emﬁs-t be tﬂollr_ld out to cor_ltrol this river. _I hope {-he
his experien mister will pay special attention to this, and with
6xperi£entafe in China and Japan, I hope he will put the
submission to }?foﬂ-{ to control the river successfully; and my
show an exa llm is to make the plan successful so that he can
full CO-Operart?p € to the rest of Assam. I am ready to give my
are ready to on. Sir, the people of my locality and subdivision

inister in thj give their full co-operation to the .{\gnculture
will pa 1S matter. Sir, I hope the Chief Minister also

Y special attention in regard to this matter.

ter tfll\;(zv;t’ Sir, one thing again I beg to submit to the Chicf Minis-
not-on] bls my own knowledge that the Pahumara side has
also, YSireerlx badly affected by flood but by the caterpillars
devastation d went to that side and I had scen personally the

on done by the caterpillars, and so much devastation

as be : . g
paddyerilncatu}fgdﬁgsé-the caterpillars that pracucally there is no

(Voices—Tt is due to the after effect of the flood.)

Yes, Sir. ;
Sir, wi’thsu’re1t Sc‘i‘ems to me, it is the effect of the flood.
the flood aﬂ"ecgtzé to the remission of revenue towards
Minister wil] and eroded people, I hope the Revenue
sion to such pay special attention in granting the remis-
P such afiected people. I have personally seen

TR R Ll

T e Ry o (YN
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the worst plight of the people affected in the flood for
Pahumara river. Sir, I again invite the Revenue Minister to
sce to this damage and devastation done by the flood as well
as the caterpillars, and I hope the Revenue Minister will pay
special attention to make the necessary remission of land
revenue.  Sir, if we find that the floods and the tributaries can-
not be controlled by human efforts, then some efforts are .to be
made for the villagers who are residing by the side of the Pahu-
mara river ; some provisions will have to be made for them;
lands will have to be given to them. Sir, there is a Reserve
called Batabari Reserve, if we cannot control the river, I hope
the Forest Minister will pay his special attention to open this
Reserve or some other reserve for the flood and erosion affected
people. These are true agriculturists and loyal to our State. Sir,
this is the badly flood affected place from which one student in
the whole of Assam, and a tribal cultivator offered lives in
1942 freedom movement by facing bullets. Sir, I am not speaking
of this locality for nothing, most of these agriculturists did
enough in the 1942 movement.,

Sir, I am glad to inform the hon. Members of the House
that the people of the locality have started one Middle English
School to commemorate the names of those martyrs of 1942
movement. So I hope special attention may be given for this
locality.

(Voices—What about the Education Minister ?).
There will be a proper time to approach the Education.
Minister too. So I request the Chief Minister to pay
special attention to this problem by way of reminding
him. Sir, one Resolution was passed for the construction
of a Marginal Bundh along the Pahumara river but that
has not been constructed. Sir, I beg to submit to the
Public Works Department Minister that if he takes up that
matter immediately, the villagers of the locality will put up
all their efforts and labours for its successful completion. Sir,
I hope the House will not misunderstand me thinking that

I am speaking for my constituency alone, I have placed it
by way of illustration only.

Mr. SPEAKER: They have misunderstood yet alot.

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: Sir, the Agricul-

ture Minister has come from China, it is now my bounden

duty to offer my co-operation and make his plan successful. I
hope other Ministers will also be willing to visit other foreign
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countries to get more experiences and experiments from those

countries and put those experiences and experiments 1n the

State of Assam, to make Assam prosperous.

Sir, I am not going to praise the Cabinet for nothing, but
I feel that the Cabinet has done great things for Assam 1n solv-
ing the great and important problems properly with their
limited resources. 1 am bold enough to say that the rest of
Assam, nay the rest of India as a whole will be able in no  dis-
tant time to solve all the problems successfully thus making
our country great and prosperous,

With ' these few WOI‘dS, Sir, I wish succeess of the whole
Cabinet to make our plans successful according to the Congress
ideal. '

Shri DALBIR SING LOHAR: stwits =y =cztwa, @if=d
@z (Voices—12F F A5 wigry) wwrg  aprew 4w @l Gledl
ST IACT A o 42T ot aacE fack e aife 4fCR
SI< 0T CSASF TR GiAT qefa et | asteeed 47 AR T
{6 A ) I i e A @l rafs - 2N ~ e I L AL
: C? IS g, 2fegtm faatw 170 4
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g %f%ﬁm/ T Rote, @y s TAfrs difre, zuta famie @0
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Shri DEBESWAR RAJKHOWA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we
are very much thankful for the statement made by the
Minister for Revenue on the flood situation of the State.
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Since 1950, that is, from the year of the great earthquake

the State of Assam has been a victim of natural calamities and
we haveseen from that year that flood has been an annual
occurrence. The flood of this year has surpassed the floods m
the past. This year’s flood of the Brahmaputra has Efxtcnded
from Sadiya to Dhubri and as a result, a vast t(-rmory_has
been devastated,. The Revenue Minister has vividly c!cscrlbed
all about these. During the flood times in the prc-l"d“Pc,“'
dence days we had the occasion to work as Congress reliel
workers and we had to render relief to the flood-affected people
and in the act of doing so we found much difficulty bccause
at that time we had to move from shop to shop and house to
house to collect rice and such other things and the Governmeit
then did not give so much help to the people. But this year, Sir,
"we are grateful to the Government that they have been V¥
much active in giving relief to the people. They have taken the
flood situation on war footing. In my Subdivision, I should
like to say, during the flood period Government oranted only
RS.QOOO, but the Subdivisional Officer, before getting any sanc-
tion from the Government, had to spend about Rs.18,000 on
relief work. But the Government afterwards has been pleased
to sanction the entire amount that had actually becn spent.

So Government is to be congratulated on this score.
Government has tackled the flood situation on a war footing.

gom]-ng to Golaghat subdivision, I would like to say that

o ation created: by flood was not taken Ve€ry seriously
abfizst, At that time Ahatguri Mouza, which is in the Gola-
Brat Su.]?di"iSiOD, was inaccessible and we did not get any
Information from there. Afterwards, -when we got informas
llon, we learned that the Mouza had suffered very badly.
alf of the Ahatguri Mouza was eaten up by the Brahma-
g)utra and the major portion of the other half was spoiled by
oid, rud and other waste matters of the Brahmaputra flood.
doipte(})-ple of Ahatguri are very conservative in naturc. They
nearoth]ke' to move from one place to the other; they !1k¢ pllaces
in ot} eriver. After the flood we wanted to rehabilitate t 1em
the ﬁer parts of the subdivision. We discussed the matter 1
and Settlement Advisory Committee. Gamarigurl Forest
eserve was available for re-settlement. But people did not like
to go there because there are certain rules_for scttling people as
forest villagers. After settlement, a forest villager has to work for
20 days, 15° days with ‘pay and for 5 days they have to give free
Iabour, fShrl Ramnath Das (Minister) : ‘That is not m_andatory._]
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These rules arc in existence since the days of the British
[Shri ~ Bishnuram Medhi (Chief Minister): That has been
modifide. The option is left to the villager]. Any way, what I
want to say is that these rules somehow are repugnant to
our people and all sorts of facilities and inducement should be
given to the people to go and settle there.

There is another difficulty. In the forest reserves there
are very big trees and it is difficult for the people to cut
these trees and clear the jungle by their own labour.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :
suggestion ?

What is your
Shri DEBESWAR RAJKHOWA : My suggestion is that
forest reserves where people are to be rehabilitated should
be reclaimed by Government at their own cost, Otherwise it
1s no use showing some forest reserves where there are dee
jungles and it is impossible for these poor and hard-hit people
to go and settle there atsuch a huge cost to them, We should
provide all facilities for them to go if we really want them

to be rehabilitated. The relief which Government is giving,
Rs.50 or so per family, is very meagre,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Not Rs.50 but
Rs.150 and 3 bundles of C. I. Sheets.

Shri DEBESWAR RAJKHOWA : Even this is meagre.
Thes¢ people have lost their hearth, home and everything.
Then, Sir,I have another point. In the other two Mouzas
of Majuli, viz., Kamalabari and Salmara, subsidised grain shops
have been given, but no such shop has been given in the
Ahatgurt mouza [Shri Motiram Bora (Minister?:,_ It has
been sanctioned]. If it has been sanctioned, it is well and good.

Mr. SPEAKER: Did you go there ? _
Shri DEBESWAR RAJKHOWA : No, Sir, I did not go
but other people went and we sent our Congress Secretary for
rendering relief. I am glad to know that subsidised grain
shops have been sanctioned now. Then, Sjr, excluding Ahatguri
six other Mouzas are affected at Golaghat and practcially no-
thing has been done there, e. g. Rangamatty, Mohura,
Kaziranga,Dergaon and Missamara areas. Subsidised grain shops
should be given in these areas also. I hope, the Revenue Minister

IR e e e L L e
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will very kindly consider this point and see 1f subsidised
shops can be given for the affected areas of the south Bank

at Golaghat.

With these few words, I beg to resume my seat.
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Shri EMON SINGH SANGMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Garo
Hills is a hills district, so, I think most of my Friends will be
amused when they find me taking my stand here to speak
about floods in the Garo Hills. In the last Session of the
Assembly I could not participate in the discussions, but in our
Partv meeting, I had the opportunity to speak something about
the floods in the Garo Hills when, of course, there was laughter
amongst my Friends. But soon after, our Chief Minister
himself had been to our area while he was visiting Goalpara
floods. . Though he bad been up to Rangapani-Khamykha, he
could not visit all the flood affected areas in Garo Hills as
Garo Hills could not be included in his original tour programime,
and it was only an emergency tour to see with his own cycs
the heavily flood affected areas in Goalpara district. So it
was not possible for him to realise the gravity of floods 1in our
district as he did in Goalpara. _

Mr. SPEAK]:]R: Sir, when I take my stand to speak
about the floods in Garo Hills, I propose to confine my remarks
mainly to my own constituency of which I know better by
personal visit and contact with ~the people only ; becausc for
E?Otsm E‘easogs I could not avail the occasion to go to other
constr::e C?thh ta;lcas of my district. Therefore it should not be
= er thatﬁa floods in Garo Hills is confined only to the

nd mention in my speech. There were floods 1n

’ et - i . P
you at the moment, ails about which I am sorry, I cannot give

In :

exI:n:rie,-nzguIl:,)[z-1 r:, area from near about Tikrikilla side, We had
were damaged eré h,eaVY ﬂoqu. All the houses 1n _thc area
Chorkachari aran in certain places such as Kacharipara an

e discusselzl tah.some of the houses were swept away by floods.
our district but lg- matter with the Deputy Commissioner qf
way to visit all th Ir, 1t is unfortunate that he did not 5¢€ his
0 oalpara had ‘;f_e areas although the Deputy Commissioner
In these places Itupsclf seen the ravages of the floods wrought
that none of the :n_‘s, also much more unpleasant for me to say
Executive Member o{‘):ﬁcut‘}’e members including the Chief
it convient to visit these . District Council also could not make
time during flood ti ese areas affected by flood even for a single

ime which lasted for about three months.

As regards the relief, I would I i
Lef, like to say that we could give
ggtl)y 95 mz:lunds of Kaital paddy seeds as gZatuitous relief and
maunds of Matikalai seeds on loan., The total amount we
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had given as agricultural loan is Rs.20 thousand for Mauza No,
VI and another sum of Rs.1¢ thousand for Mauzas. VII and VIII
was given as agricultural loan out of which the cost of Matikalai
was deducted. Another sum of Rs.5 thousand was given to
the pcople of Tikrikilla area out of which the cost of Matikalaj
was also deducted. Sir, this amount of Rs. 35 thousand only
was not sufficient and we require more help from the Govern-
ment as gratuily as well as loan. In the last Session of the
Assembly, I submitted a report to the Chief Minister regarding
this matter. In addition to this we have already submitted
another petition to our Deputy Commissioner to request our
Government for more grant. But how far the Deputy Com-
missioner will act up to our request is not known to us.

As regards relief to Garo Hills T would like to give a
few suggestions. There should be some Co-operative Credit
Banks or Societies at Fulbari area. I am glad that some
Co operative Credit Societies have been sanctioned for Garo
Hills and out of these only one is going to be opened at Fulbari.
I also requested the Deputy Commissioner to sanction some for
the people of Paham and Bhaitbari flood affected areas. I also
further like to request the Government that they should supply
Garo Hills with some power pumps so that the agriculturists
of thesec areas can have enough time to cultivate their lands
before the floods come. This year the floods came earlier in the
district and as a result they could not harvest the lands. If
these power pumps are supplied to them they will be able to
take up agricultural work in proper time. One more Tequest
I would like to make to the Forest Department of the Govern-
ment and that is this: Thereis one Dibru Forest Reserve in
the Garo Hills near about Paham. Pecople of Paham near
Fulbari are badly aflected by floods every year and these
Paham people be allowed to settle and reside in some suitable
parts of this Forest Reserve provided Government is kind

enough to give away the lands to these suffering people, by
reclamation.

Lastly, I would request the Government to make a
therough survey about flood affected people and of the areasin
Garo Hills so that when the survey has been done. these people
might have some benefit or relief from the Government.

With these words, I beg to resume my seat,

Skri GAURISANKAR BRBHATTACHARYYA : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, we are thankful to the Revenue Minister for
his statement. Everyone of us has some idea of the flood

. :
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and erosion that took place in our State; but these ideas in each
of us did not constitute a State-wide connected story so as to
get a comprehensive idea of the catastrophe that has overtaken
our State and so as to get an idea of the relief measures that
the Government have taken up to alleviate the miseries of the
people. This statement, therefore, has been very helplul. |
express my thanks to the Government for this statement.

Now, Sir, in his statement the Minister has said that so
far as the recent floods are concerned these are to a certain
extent unprecedented. Unlike previous years, this year’s floods
were, so to say, a series of floods, not one, but several, and this
phenomenon developed beyond our imagination and a pprchension.
So far as Ir:_fmember, at the close of the last Session also it
was under-estimated.

~ Mx. SPEAKER: As the time is over, the House stands
adjourned till 10 A.M. tomorrow, ’ :

Request to allot time to a Minister to speak about

his experience of villa A
i ge and medi ize industries
which he saw at Japan and China edium size indu

- Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): With

}x:valér g):;:mtscs;lon, I would hka; to say that as one of our Ministers
Village Industj'aparl and China to see the working of g
g ries, medium  size industries, I would request

you to fix a suitable tip :
the H > 1€ so that he may be able to enlichten
ouse about his experience, Y g

Maulavi
better ai‘f t?;;MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, it will be
Mr SPEA§:{]§1 ven after the flood debate is over.
ebate is. over (LoRkE He will be given time after the flood
- \Heoking at Maulayi Umaruddin)—I think, you

are the only debator ]eft.
Adjournment.

The Assembl .
the, 28th Octobe¥, V{gzﬁfen adjourned till 10 o m. on Thursday,

Shillong :
R. N. BARUA,
The 13th May, 1955, Secretary,
: X Legislative Assembly,
Assam.

A.G.P.(L.A)) No.1/55—126—17-5.1g;5.
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Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutta.
Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta.
Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187,
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depof, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta.

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283,
Madras.

The Directer, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta.

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co.,
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutta.

The Proprictor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, Harrison

- Roead, Calcutta. '

The Director, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta. '

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Karol
Bagh, New Delhi. i



