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Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the first General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at
10 A. M., on Thursday, the 28th October, 1954.

PRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, s. 1., Speaker, in the Chair, the

ten Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, three Parliamentary
Secretaries and seventy-two Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral Answers were given).

Number of Community Projects,
and N. E. S. Blocks in the Auto

Shri A, ALLEY asked:

1. (a) Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state district-
wise the number of Community Projects, Development Blocks
and N. E. S. Blocks in the Autonomous Districts ?

() Is it a fact that there is only one N. E. S. Block in
the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District :

(¢) Isit a fact that on
Areas Department the district bo
_ Blocks in this District ?

(d) Is it a fact that in January next, some of the N.E.S.
Blocks will be upgraded into a Community Project ?

(¢) Isita fact that the N.E.S. Blocks in the United

Khasi-Jaintia Hills District cover an area of more than 400 sq.
miles ?

Development Blocks
nomous Districts

a direction from the Tribal
ard recommended two N.E.S.

(/) Do Government propose to consider upgrading the
N.E.S. Block of Bhoi area ? . Pg 8

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

1. (a)—The district-wise allotment of Community Projects,
ommunity Development Blocks, N. E. §. Blocks in Autono-
mous districts is shown below—

Name of district Name of Block Remarks

1. United Khasi and Bhoi area N. E. S. Allotted in 1953-
Jaintia Hills, Block. 54,
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Name of district Name of Block Remarks

9. GaroHills ... (1) Garo Hills Allottedin 1952-
— Community De- 53.
velopment Block.
(2) Dalu N. E. S. Allotted in 1953~

Block. 54.

3. Naga Hills ... (1) KohimaN.E.S. Allotted in 1953
Block. 54.

(2) Chakhesang Allottedin 1954

N. E. S. Block. a e

4. Mizo district ... Aijal Community Allotted in 1953
IDevelopment 54.
Block.

Allotted in 1954 _

55.

North Cachar N.E.S. Block.
Hills. 2. Bokajan N.E.S.
Block.

5. United Mikirand 1. Howra ghatl

(b)—Yes.

(¢c)—No. Areference was made by the Tribal Arecas
Department on receiving copy of a resolution of the District
Council of the District to the Community Projects Departmeng
who requested the Deputy Commissioner concerned to  furnish

necessary particulars,

A proposal for opening 2 N.E.S. Blocks in the Uniteq
Khasi-Jaintia Hills District during 1954-55 as recommended by
the District Development Board, was received from the Deputy
1C{)mrnissioner of the district, who also furnished certain particu-
ars.
(d)—Yes, the question will be taken up in January
next,
(e)—Information to this effect was received from the
Project Executive Officer concerned. Thisis tnder correspon.
dence with the Deputy Commissioner, who gubmitted the origj.
nal particulars.
" (f)—This will be considered on merits when the ques.
tion of upgrading N.E.S. Blocks is taken up.

¥

Further discussion on the Statement by Revenue Ministey

‘on the situation created by the recent flood in Assam
and various relief measures taken by Government

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: The
Revenue Minister has stated that the floods in Assam this year
were mainly caused by Himalayan rivers. It is true that the

A
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Himalayas which were a source of pleasure and inspiration to

our people and the poets, those Himalayas on which Kalidas
waxed so very eloquent as to say—

qGIEIA 7l (A featEcaaty qetfEate |
AT corfafaeiz; e o fratne: 1)

Those Himalayas now have become a source of trouble to
us. The geologists say that Himalayas are the youngest range in
the world and naturally there are serious subterrancan distur-
bances in the Himalayan region as a result of which not only
Assam, but other States of India and some parts of China also

have been affected by flood this year. But then I am sorry 1
cannot agree with Mr. Goswami.

Voices: Who is Mr. Goswami ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr.
Narnarayan Goswami of Pattacharkuchi. I cannot agree with
Mr. N. Goswami that as this youngest range has been in
turmoil we are to abandcn ourselves at  its mercy, that it is’
Biswakarma who creates all these things and we have nothing to
do. Those days are long past when eclements of nature were
thought to be unconquerable and the power of nature was
supposed to be beyond the jurisdiction of human control ; but
those days are long past. These are the days of science, industry
and human ingenuity and, therefore, our efforts should be con-
certed to fight and control such elements and make our people
and our State nay the entire humanity happy and prosperous.

And so when we see that the “ap @2’ the old Brahe
maputra has been in spate and has become a source of trouble
to us we should not abandon ourselves to our faith and remain
contented by saying —“3Imea Tz¥ica @i FFaWT

TCNASNSTYE Aol @ o 277

We must face the problem and try our best to solve it. I
again take the opportunity of thanking the Government and all
concerned who have done whatever they could ‘in this great
national calamity ; but I want to make a few suggestions by
way of criticism. One thing we have seen is that at the begin-
ning of the floods when many people became homeless and food-
less in different places, the local officers were almost helpless.
It.was only after the arrival of the Ministers, Deputy Ministers
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and the Parliamentary Secretaries that relief measures were
taken up in right earnest. This I saw from my own personal
experience. We have seen from the Supplementary Budget
placed yesterday on the table, that simple for the Parliamen-
tary Secretaries and their clerical staff a sum of Rs.30,000 has
become necessary for their wider travels. Now, Sir, it does not
speak well about the efficiency of the administration when for
every minor thing a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary
should undertake a tour to the spot and then only the wheels
of machinery of the Government begin to move. This rather
shows a very bad state of affairs of the administration. There
should be given immediate help where help is necessary. The
Finance Minister said yesterday that gratuitous relief was not a
very good thing ; but it also so happens, Sir, that even well
to do people have lost everything in flood or erosion and in
that casc he also must need some gratuitous relief. For exam-
ple, ome hon. Member said yesterday that a certain gentleman
had come for 29 seers of rice as gratuitous relief while he pos-
sessed 2 granaries. Even if that be a fact we should not be sur-
prised, because one may have two full granaries of paddy, but he
may have no rice. When everything is under water including
his milling machine, then a man having two granaries of paddy
but no grain of rice may require some quantity of rice as
relief for the time being.” So this sort of attitude that people
come for one Pawa or } seer of rice for nothing is a very wrong
one. If the word sadism is too strong I would say that such an
attitude shows a lot of callousness.........
(Voices: It is a very strong term Sir, @11 F©l (¥ )

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please substitute by mild one.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: So far as
gratuitous relief is concerned, this is necessary only in time of
sudden troubles. After 9 or 10 days it may not be necessary.
Moreover, Sir, I have seen with my own eyes that sometimes
the officers are moving about in the truck with only one or two
bags of rice. On one occasion I saw the Sub-Deputy_Co]lector
of Gauhati running to Palasbari with the hon. Member of
Silasundari-ghopa with only 1} bags of rice in the -truck. .I
do not understand how many people can be given relief
with this small quantity of rice. :

Yesterday, my friend Mr. Hazarika of North Lakhimpur said
that in spite of his best efforts he could not go to the worst-
affected places like Dhemaji which are out of the way places,
We don’t know even up-till-now what has happened in those



1954.] DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD

2567
SITUATION IN THE STATE OF ASSAM

areas. Thus we see that those people who live in the interior

places have not got sufficient attention cither from the Govern-
ment or from the non-Governmental sources.

In the matter of distribution of gratuitous relief or loan we
see that those places only get the greatest amount of benefit
which are near the Trunk Road or near the Railway station
and so on. For example, without grudging what attention has
been given to Dibrugarh or Palasbari and while exhorting that
these places do require attention and more attention, I would
like to say that there are interior areas like Barkhetri between
Gauhati and Barpeta Subdivisions which form a part of the
Chief Minister’s Constituncy but which are going out of his

Constituency next time, but these areas have not received any
attention so far.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Majuli is neither
connected by Trunk Road nor by Railway.

Shri GAURISANKAR 'BHATTACHARYYA: I do
admit that Majuli is not near the Trunk Road or the Railway
Station. So it is difficult for the Ministers to go there.
Therefore that place has also not received sufficient attention.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): I visited this place
personally before the Chief Minister went t

here.
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Till
the end

of the Ist week of August, i. e., till after the
Assembly was prorogued, none of the local officers visited Bukia
and Bargasa which were very badly affected by floods. The
Deputy Commissioner was then at Rangiya, but he did not
visit those areas which were most affec

ted in the Paschim Bar-
bhag Mouza.

It is the Minister who went there and not the
Deputy Commissioner or

the Sub-Deputy Collector. But
it was only after a week of th

i ey e calamity. It is rather surpris-
ing that the Minister who after the prorogation of the Assem-

bly and after going down from the Cabinet meeting should be
the only person from the Governmental side to visit those areas
and not the local officers. When we complained to the Deputy
Commissioner why he did not visit the worst-affected areas he
said that there were no hboats. The Government should see
that in a State like Assam where there are recurring floods
there should be provision of boats at the disposal of the Sub-
Deputy Collector who are to take immediate steps. The
Government should see that for the future at least these
arrangements are made pucca. Even ifthere be no flood, let

there be at least two boats at the dispesal of each Sub-Deputy
Collector,
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Another very unfortunate incident took place in the Upper
Barbhag mouza. It is reported that after a strenuous search
the Sub-Deputy Collector of Nalbari Circle managed to
get a boat but that was not quite good and the result was that
the boat had capsized before the relief could reach the pecople
for whom it was meant. And after that the Sub- eputy
Collector and other officers were frightened and they  did
not dare go to those areas till the flood subsided and the result
was that the relief did not reach those areas in time and
so did not come to any help as it was too late. Some relief in
the Upper Barbhag mouza was received by the pcople only
after my Friend, Sri Goswami, visited these arcas and not be-
fore. So all these things come to the support of my conten-
tion that inspite of what has been done by the Ministers and
also by hon. Members of this House, this fact has come out
as a glaring truth that the administrative machinery as a

whole did not function immediatel ; . stlsr f
the service of the people, S U e el SR A

. With regard to the tour of Ministers also I have some-
frug e AR ! quite appreciate their eagerness and their
alnxmty S Sge the things themselves. I also understand that
tGlere ars lim- Members like my Friend, Shri Narnarayan

oswami, who would like that all the “Dash Avatars’” should
}}]ai.ze slljrn;lxltaneous “‘abirbhab” and concentrate in a place
atnxiety abzin;tftir (l%oud Laughter). There might be some
meant fof bein all our Ministers and their Deputics are not
maras. They g;n eternal tours‘ in I‘)ahumar_'as and Khahi-
Administration mﬁ‘? meant mainly for setting the ball of
public are to do thm§ al’}d the permanent officialdom and the
Job the Chief M'e detailed concrete jobs. For every small
run to the spot b in1ster 'or''the Fme‘mce' Minister need not
administrative meclz}lpse as a result " of their eternal tours the
and important th_ac LacIyhat the top suffers and many vital
sometimes are e_;ﬂgs remain pending.. Even matters of policy
Secretaries. Th;s er to be kept pending or disposed of by the
a certain extent ifrr'lethOd of work should be modified at least to
time. 1ul‘ld'c*,rst.mad1t cannot be altogether abandoned at  this
try first hand jnfos that in such formative stage of our coun-
do not altogether r1rlrllaﬁuon of the er.nstcrs is nccessary. So 1
abont todie importaitout the necesssity of our I\:{ll‘llStCI‘S going
Chief Minister goes ¢ Spl?ts. It 1s to be apprccmted that the
ticularly important s © Dibrugarh or Majuli or any other par-

y important spot, but he need not necessarily run to
hundred“f‘, of places froMm South Salmara to Saikhowaghat,
because if he makes himself a Rover-Scout, who will do his job

y A —
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as Chief Minister ? So I am sorry I cannot quite agree with
either Shri N. Goswami or Shri Lohar that there should be
special complaint that this Minister or that Minister did not
visit this village or that township and so on. I would like that
the stress should be otherwise.

With regard to the solution of the basic problem ; T quite
appreciate that problem is colossal. It is not only flood but
also erosign. Of course both these things are due to the Brah-
maputra. But then the two problems are of different nature—
one is primarily extensive though in some respect intensive too,
and the other is wholly intensive:

Now, so far as solution of these problems is concerned,
there are short term solutions as well as long term. So far as
the long term solution of the problems is concerred, I quite
appreciate that our State Government alone cannot do it.
We have not got sufficient resources at our disposal to train big
rivers or to make revetments or even to dredge some tributa-
ries not to speak of solving the entire problem. For these
things we shall necessarily need the help of the Union Govern-
ment and if we hope to control the Brahmaputra at its source
then perhaps therc shall be the necessity of some international
agreements also. We find that it 1S not possible to solve the
problem all by ourselves. We can only express our opinion
and request the Union Government that this Very important
but generally neglected State should get more attention of the
Union Gonernment. It is no doubt true that the Union
Government has given us unusual attention this time and we
are grateful to them for that.

But apart from what we can expect from the Union
Government, we have got our own responsibilities and our
own sphere where we can do our best. I am not an expert
in flood-control and my suggestions are those of a layman.
But even as a layman T can say this much that the fury of the
floods can, to a great extent, be lessened if there be some
planned afforestation at thé source ot the tributaries and rivu-
letes because the Brahmaputra which 1S so very mighty at
Dibrugarh is not so at a distance of s

: : ¢ ay one hundred miles
up when it flows in the names of Lohit, Dibang and Dihing
rivers. They constitute the Brahmaputra and each of theso

again are fed by small tributaries—some of which are simply
small mountainous streams. Itis too difficult too control the
Brahmaputra as such. ButI do not think it is too difficult to
control the Dibang or any other of these tributaries.

Mr, SPEAKER : Have you been theve ?
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: No. I
did not go there after the Earthquake. I am saying just as a
layman not having the first hand information of the recent
devastation.

My second point is that there are smaller floods which we
can control. I do agree with my Friend, Sri Goswami, that we
can control small rivers say in the Pahumara region.

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: Reasonably he is to
agree with me in all respects.

Sbri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: In all
reasonable matters I agree with him. I think these tributaries
can be controlled by the State Government itself. Of course
in summer they become furious.

i Shri SI.DDHINATH SARMA (Minister): That scheme
is included 1in this year’s programme.

~ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : These
rivers can be controlled even by the State Government.
There are  schemes. These schemes should be well planned
and speedily executed. In spite of our best wishes that our
State should be free from floods it may not be possible to be
fe oL ifoods ifor s another period of five or ten
years. Some of these schemes will necessarily be big. They
will take time till the plans_are completed, but the small things
CTal'? be done by the State Government even in shorter periods.
h eSled IS)hOUId be taken up in right earnest and something
shou ¢ done ; otherwise apart from the physical sullerings
; }‘:re W}ill also be a lot of psychological sufferings and even
vwvil?n tte Government invites public co-operation the public
De arr;o come at all, T think the Minister, Public Works
2o lﬁis Enent,has himself experienced some of these sentiments
com letOur e interior areas. When it is not possible to
duriE . ?ha Project within one season and if we are to suffer
it shoguld zg season because the work will not be completed
R ¢ made known to the people. The Publicity
und Waent did not make it known to the people. When a
not on ths constructed on the estern side of the Baralia but
be a bun(.:lg western side that in the next season there would
R on the western side also. The people have been
debaties guess.  They have agitated. They have sent
i © Whns and a great deal of agitation was going
‘ en the Bund on the western side is taken up people
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will say, just see, they are doing it not because they have
got a feeling for us ; they are doing it not out of sympathy
but out of fear because of our making their life miserable,

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Not that, Sir,
the Bund was constructed on both sides of the river but the
extension cannot be done. I have disclosed this earlier.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: He may
think like the proverbial ostrich putting its head under the
sand  at the side of a coming sand storm that he will thereby
save himself, but my duty here is to pull the poor ostrich « out
of the sand and save itif I can, Now, the point is .about
the feeling of these people who have suffered. Itis no doubt
true that I did not accompany him in the boat, Vet my
information is that the Minister had to reply to many questions
and criticisms on his face and that in his absence a great deal

more was said. So, I think he will appreciate that itis in

order to help the Government that I am making this sugges-
tion.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) :

them myself I spoke to

Shri GAURISANK AR BHATTACHARYYA - Otherwise

there would have been so many deputations either tomorrow
or the day after.

Mr. SPEAKER,

D

How long will you take Mr,
charyya

Bhatta-

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARY
have finished by now but for these interruptions, The
House will see from the Supplementary Demand in this Appen-
dix A that what I am speaking is the truth and what the
Minister is speaking is just the contrary. The Government
ought to have foreseen the necessity of so many extensions
but the Government did not foresee and so these things have
to be incorporated in the Supplementary Budget. So far as the
question of rehabilitation of the flood-affected people is con-
cerned, we find that something in some areas has been done.
As for example, in order to rehabilitate the people of Ahot-
guri some land is being availed of in the District of Sibsagar
from the tea gardens. That is g good thing. In this connec-
tion the Minister said that the plan for rehabi]itating some of

YA. T would
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the affected people of Dibrugarh in Chaukidingi area has failed.
But it has been also said that the owner has now been priva-
tely selling some of his land to some private persons for dwell-
ing purposes at exhorbitant price. Now, if it 1s so, 1t 152
violation of the terms of the grant, because fee-simple grant was
given to the tea estates for some specific purpose, hat I to
say, for growing tea only and if the planter now uses that land
not for cultivation of tea but for selling to some other persons
for residential purposes it is a violation of the term of that
grant. Therefore I think the Government is legally cntitle_d'
and also morally duty-bound to cancel that grant and requl-
sition the entire land for distribution to the people.........

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Whatis
the law ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Becaust

Sir, at the time of giving the grant it was for some specific .

purpose. :

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : In the
lease of the grant there is a provision that any surplus land
will be assessed as ordinary land revenue.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : That does
not absolve the Government of the duty and responsibility of
rehabilitating the people or of solving the problem by utili-
sing the land of the grant if such land is not used for the pur-
pose for which it was given. If that term has not been fulfilled
by the planter. Government is entitled to take back the
land. But if there be any legal difficulty then Government
should acquire such land under the Requisition and Acquisi-
tion Act at reasonable price which will be decided by an
arbitrator or any such machinery (a wicc: or Dby court).
May be by a court if there is a provision for that. Any way,
the price w111. he ﬁgced either by a court or by an arbitrator.
But the main point is that the people at Dibrugarh who have
been affected by erosion are now in temporary shelters, and their
problem is not of legal niceties, their problem is not whether the
land ispriced at Rs.6,000 a bigha or Rs.5,000 a bigha, but
thel? PrObler{l.lS for getting immediate shelter. If they are
notin a position to purchase it; it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to give them subvention. The Finance Minister reported
ycchrdaY to. my Friend, Shri Ramesh Chandra Barua, by
saying that in 1937 it was not a welfare State, but in 1954 it is a
welfare State. If it is so, it is the duty of the State to sec to
the welfare of those people who have been the victims of the
yagaries of nature. Not only Government should reconsider

P
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the Plan but they should immediately take up the
plan and see that those affected people are immediately settled
though “this will mean a considerable expenditure to the
Government exchequer. '

One word more and I finish. In the matter of distribution
of gratuitous relief and also agricultural loans when we  scan
the allotments to different subdivisions we do not find a sound
policy therein. It appears to us as if such allotments have been
given off-hand when the demands came, We do not find that
the different subdivisions have been given allotment accord-
ing to their necessity. This is at least the idea that we get
Irom the list placed on the Library Table. I do not think there
is necessity of going into the details in this connection.

Now, I come to another thing. It is surprising that some
of the Ministers visited their own constituencies only. We are
all expected to have here a State wide attitude. As soon as
we come into the Legislature we are cxpected to give equal
deal to the whole of Assam. But unfortunately our
Ministers are so very constituency-minded that every one of
them tries to please only the people of his constituency or rather
some keymen of his constituency than to do Justice to the most
needed areas of the State. We have seen in some newspaper
reports—though all of them may not be correct—that at the
time when people go for relief some officers not only misbehave

but even slap some of them. If that is true then it is most
objectionable.............

Mr. SPEAKER. Did you try to ascertain ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : In one
case at least I have ascertained. Perhaps this matter is under
Departmental enquiry when brought to the notice of the
authorities and so I should not disclose any further about it.
Of course all the officers are not alike, Some of them are
appreciated for their good and sincere work, but there are some
who misbehave with the people and even assault them when
they come for relief. When we go to give the people relief we
should see that material help is given to them and at the same
time we should also have real sympathy for them. We should
remember that a word of sympathy pleases a man more than a
seer of rice. I hope Government "will instruct the officers to be
more humane in their dealings to be kind in behaviour and
to be medest in their approach to the people. If this is done
then we might in future alleviate some amount of the sufferings
of the people who fall victim to recurring floods and thus in

future we shall be able to tackle the problem and solve it to some
extent. Thank you.
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, I want to
make it clear for inclusion of schemes relating to embank-
ment and drainage works. My Friend has criticised for inclu-
sion of the schemes under the Supplementary Grant as these
schemes were not even under contemplation in the past.  This
is not a fact. I should like to draw the attention of my Friend
to the procedure followed in selecting the scheme under the Em-
bankment and Drainage. Generally such proposals are placed
before the Embankment and Drainage Committec and they
select the schemes in consultation with the experts of the Public
Works Department. These recommendations are again placed
before the Development Committee for final selection of the
Committee. If my Friend looks into the appropriate gazette
he will find that some schemes are selected on priority basis.
It is not possible for the Government to come forward with
any Demand for Grants unless those schemes selected are
surveyed and the plans and estimates are made by the Public
Works Department. So it cannof be saicl that such schemes are
not under contemplation.

~ Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): Mr Speaker
Sir, I feel I should give some general idea to the Hon’ble House
regarding the relief measures undertaken from the Medical
and Public Health side. Unfortunately the report could not
be made available yesterday when my Colleague the Revenue
Minister made his statement. To-day I have received an
interim report. We asked for a detailed report, which has
?do‘: yet come up but this interim report will give some general

a.

% Ntlr SPEAKER : Yes. I think the House would like to
ear it.

- Shri RUPNATH BARHMA (Minister): Mr. Speaker

Sir, when we first received reports of floods in diﬁ'erené
areas within the State, we immediately gave a general direc-
tion to all district medical and Public Health Officers to be
vigilant and render all possible relief to the affected people
in the affected arecas. I am glad to inform the hon. Mem-
bers that up till now we have not received any report of
any epidemic of any kind from any part of this vast area
beginning from Saikhowa right upto  the westernmost bor-
der. Except four cases of cholera in the Barpeta subdivision
there is no report of any epidemic from any area up till now.
This shows that the situation was tackled very promptly
and in a very effective manner by our Public Health
personnel.

2574
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Sir, we began our relief work withthe stock of medi-
cines and drugs which we had in our stock carried over from
previous years. Then when we got reports of more floods we
anticipated that there might be epidemics and there would be
need for more medicines and drugs ; we sent an appeal to the
Government of India for help. We received a large quantity of
medicines, drugs and equipments from different sources. I may
mention some of them.. They have sent these things as donation.
They are the Indian Red Cross Society, New Delhi,
UNICEF, Government of India, National Christian Council of
America, G axo Laboratories, East India Pharmaceutical Works,
India Red Cross Society, West Bengal Branch, American Red
Cross Saciety through Indian Red Cross Seciety, New Delhi,
May and Baker Limited, and many
sations. Iam glad to inform the hon. Members that large
quantities of medicines, drugs and equipments have also
been promised by different societies and organisations ; they
have not yet come. We are grateful to all these organisations,

other more organi-

Sir, we have got a very limited number of public
health doctors. It was with the co-operation of the Local Board
doctors that enabled our stafff to do work in the affected
areas. Besides these, there were other societies and organi-
sations from which we get co-operation in our warks ; they
are Indian Red Cross Societies, Local Reljef Parties, Local
Congrees Relief Parties, Tocal Student Volunteers, Mabhila
Samities, Assam Medical Relief Societies, Gram Sevak Par-
ties, Marwari Relief Socitety, Sreemanta Sankar Mission,
Ramkrishna Mission and so ‘on and so forth, These were
the main relief organisations in co-operation with which our
Public Health Department worked and we are thankful to
them. :

Sir, regarding the staff engaged
give some idea.

In Lakhimpur district, we had 42 Relief Centres where
36 Health Assistants and 7 Assistant Surgeons (IT) worked.

In Sibsagar, 24 Health Assistants and Assistant Surgeons
and Local Board Doctors worked in 18 centres.

In Nowgong, 26 Assistant Surgeons II including Local
Board doctors and 16 Health Assistants worked in 28 Relief
Centres.

In Darrang, 24 Health Assistants with the loca] doctors
worked in 24 Relief Centres.

In Kamrup, 17 Health Assistants, 28 Assistant Surgeons
including Local Board doctors worked in 39 Relief Centres.

in relief works I may
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In Goalpara, 24 Health Assistants, 14 Assistant Surgeons
‘11, inculding T.ocal Board doctors, worked in 33 Relief Centres.

T+ Gedchar; -9 Health Assistants, 4 Assistant Surgeons,
including Local Board doctors worked in 13 Reliel’ Centres.

In Garo Hills, the Civil Surgeon with his existing staff
worked in different Centres. So it appears from the figures,
I have given that the  total stafl’ who worked in different
Centres 1n the state was as follows, wiz., 8 D. M. O. H#
9S.D. M. O. H, 8 Assistant Surgeons including Local Board
doctors and 150 Health Assistants in 197 Relief Centres in
different areas.

Sir, we had to entertain extra staff for this work. Twenty four
Health Assistants and 2 Medicine Carriers in  Lakhimpur
district, 17 Health  Assistants and 1 Medicine Carrier in
Sibsagar district, 5 Health Assistants and 1 Medicine Carrier
in Nowgong district, 3 Health -Assistants and 1 Medicine
Carrier in Kamrup district, 1 Health Assistant and 5 Medicine
Carriers in Goalpara district, total 50 Health Assistants
and 10 Medicine Carriers had to be entertained as extra
staff for,a temporary period of 3 months. <

Sir, regarding preventive  work done against
outbreak of diseases in an ecpidemic form, from the be-
ginning of the flood upto 16th October 1954 1

: am givi
the following figures. giving

istri No. of «ch a inocula- No. of wi > <
Name of district t‘?on cholera inocula suurc(r):s \(\;glsl-er No. of vaccination.
infected

Lakhimpur .. 1,56,484 e 15,896 .. 5,903
Sibsagar .. 88,4820 e 2,402 .. 06,036
Nowgong  -- 1,067,382 e 7,707 L1307
i[9 - P - 101055510 13,122
Darrang .. 1524’5759 . 2,4118 <t 7,134,
Goalpara - . 1,54,940 ok 13,847 4517
Glachar sEte A0 = 1,353 .. 6,569

Total. 3 6,34‘,737 635590 55,272

Besides these, we received considerable quantity of milk
from different sources. A total quantity of milk of 180 caslk
have been already distributed and another lot of 860 drums 11.3
expected shordy. The Centres through which the distributi ¥
ic carried out arc as follows :— on

1. North Lakhimpur ... 14 Milk Centres.

2. Doom Dooma s

3. Dibrugarh e ghiepT 2
4. Golaghat . A ’, ’:
5. Sibsagar s O ¥
6. Jorhat NG ,;’ %

|
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7. Nowgong ... 35 Milk Centre
8. Mangaldoi b A5 33
9¢ Tezpur s . %
10. Gauhati Les T2 2
11. Goalpara Laip b ‘X
12, Tura s, 11O s 3

These were the measures taken by the Government.

Maulavi SAHADAT ALI Mandal: cillsigda &l ot
Fla 312S 4% (Fm@ts 9o |

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): Sir, I have not!
received detailed information as yet. I have given these in-
formation {rom the interim report which I have received.

As a matter of fact, I personally visited some of the worst
affected areas, including Mankachar and Sukchar in the
Dhubri Subdivision. T also visited northern part of Kamrup.
My Friend, Sri Goswawmi, knows that I visited Nalbari-Sanai-
kuchi and other places. I also visited Saikhoa, Dangari
and some other places in the Lakhimpur distvict. I perso-
nally saw the working of the Public Health Department staff
in all the places I visited.

Sir, while the water level was high 1, in company with
the Chief Minister, visited some places where 1 saw our Public
Health Department stafl’ moving from house to house and
village to village, in boats with medicine. Sir from what I
have stated the hon. Members will have an idea in what
manner the Public Health Department worked during the
calamity. In co-operation with local Relief Committes and the

eople
P PShri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKLARI:
gaet FECA AT | AR wivsiey w3iF Efdem e, ..

Mr. SPEAKER : You will get a chance afterwards.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, at the outset, I join with my other Friends who have
spoken before me in giving my compliments to the Finance
Minister for making a statement before the House dealing with
the flood situation and various relief measures undertaken
by Government.

Sir, the highlights of the statement are an estimate of
the damages done as a result of the floods of the Brahma-
putra and its tributaries in the State. He has placed the
loss in respect of jute and paddy at Rs. 13 crores; loss
in cattle, buildings and Government and private properties
at Rs.5% crores and the total estimated loss in the State at

QT el s
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Rs. 18 to 19 crores. The number of people affected -in the
State is estimated at 17 lakhs and the area affected at 12,000
square miles.

Now, Sir, these figures are sketchy because though they
have been placed before the House, some more details ought
to have been furnished so that we could judge in which parti-
cular direction loss has been heavy and how that loss 1s
going to affect the economic condition of our people, because
90 per cent. of the people affected in the State arc all agri-
culturists and the loss of agricultural produce and erosion of
their lands mean a great deal tothem. So, we are unable
from the facts given to judge for ourselves how the
economy of our people has been affected at the momeat and
15;d L g‘) be affected in the near future because these
2r_vcrlsi; & ‘E\:ts of floods are going to produce a permanent
tai{%% bg ihecé on our agriculturists. Therefore, l'llc measures
alleviatey 3 ¢ Government should be such as will not only
f ¢ the present distress of the people but will arrange
or their rehabilitation i PASERRNIIE
i AN : in such a manner that their produc
e S‘?ap%mt}’ 1S not in any way crippled

ir ) o0, :
No.5 of have got some more detailed figures from 1ssue
0.5 of the Assam Inf B : £ . ohd

issued under th ormation and this being a publication
figures as fairl ¢ authority of the Government, I take these
paddy has beey correct. There itis stated that the loss of
Rs. 72,13.790 .nt estimated at 73,21,372 maunds, vahl‘cld at
and otheli co; Jsu e 2]1=96,6:)4« maunds, valued at Rs. 4,39,33,080
the total losg pof valued at Rs. 1,66,570. That isto say that

~agricultural produce has been estimated at

not less th: 1 !
3643 h an Rs. 1] crores. Then loss of cattie estimated 1s

value eﬁf;gfluedlat Rs. 3,05,250, loss of other properties is
to erosion at Ift 11'2' crores and value of propertics lost due
loss is Rs. 15 03' .73,03,170 and thus the total overall estimated

- 22:40,74,970 as against Rs. 18 or 19 crores stated by

th 2
e hon’ble F Inance Minister.

o far as : !
mated as gh the loss of paddy is concerned, it has been esti-

per cent, %V;nthm the Assam Information at approximately
e total Aus paddy and that of jute at 53 per
provides food to ouprodl}ctlon in the State. When paddy
purchasing power li\TagI‘lcu.lturlsts, jute provides them with
by not Showing dlistr' oW Sir, a _difﬁculty has bcen (_:reated
figures of loss as 1} Ict or . subdivision—wise the different
Friend, Mr. Bhatt llas already been pointed out by my

bdi ot attacharyya. Unless, it is shown district or
subdivison-wise, we donot know exactly as to whether the am-

ount of relief given in any particular district or subdiyision

b e R e

o
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has been adequate or otherwise. As for instance, Mr. Bora has
shown the allocation of funds for agricultural loans and  gratui-
tous relief on district or sub-divisional basis, but as he has not
shown the losses sulfered, on that basis it will be difficult for
any hon. Member to know as to whether or not the amounts
allotted to a particular district or subdivision have been
adequate or not.

Now, Sir, there is one more thing. I find that no mention
has been made about the damage done to Salj crops by pests.
There is nothing in the report to show whether the Minister
in-charge of Revenue has taken into consideration the esti-
mated loss of Sali crops caused by pests.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Pest is quite a
different thing.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : No Sir, that is
not. He is entirely mistaken. When we discuss about the floods
we should also take into consideration other contributory factors
which may have identical bearing to the effects of the floods.

his is most important. Floods will create scarcity of food

: crops will aggra-
vate the same problem wve:z., the food ‘problem because serious
scarcity of fond caused as a result may bring about famine or
near famine conditions. We have got certain figures showine
amount of loss of crops and other properties dirvectly as a reti
sult of the floods. What I want to say is that there has
taken place large scale damage as a result of attack of the
pests on our Sali crops. What is going to happen; what is
going to be food situation of our State as  a result of all these
damages ? Certainly we are going to f:

. ace heavy scarcity of
food in the months to come. Tt is true, we had certain quan-

tity of surplus paddy from our last year’s harvest. But [ do
Dot know how much of that stock still remains after consump-
tion during the interim period and . whether the balance
left after consumption will be sufficient to carry us through
along with the produce of the current year. We are anxious
to know what is the food situation in our State to-day. That
is the most important question, We should be in a position to tell
our people that they neced not be afraid of any serious scarcity
of food. Coming as I do from a highly flood affected area,
from my personal experience Sir, T am greatly afraid that there-
may he famine or near famine conditions. In ourarea which our
evenue Minister, Mr. Bora, was kind enough to visit, prac-
tically the entire Aus and Bro crops have been destroyed, and
these people now depend for their maintenance on food crops
grown on the North bank of the Brahmaputra. But now the sali
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paddy in the whole area on the North bank of the Brahma-
putra has been badly damaged by pests. It is now very much
doubtful whether at least even 40 per cent. of the normal out-
turn can be expected from this area. That is the case in res-
pect of the district of Goalpara, particularly of the Dhubn
Subdivision. Then again after successive floods had damaged
the crops, came drought in the month of August. Along with
the drought came swarms of pests causing heavy damage to
whatever paddy remained after the floods. I would ask the
Minister-in-charge, Agriculture to visit these places and see
for himself what is actually the situation there.

How has this happend ? This has happened directly as a

.

result of negligence and inaction on the part of the officers ol -

1(:32?1 ;\lgtrlctl_lhltul_‘e Department. The department could not prove
ks pegiode task_ th.a.t was expected of: them during th_c calami-
floods, . dro Oﬁertakmg the country side as a result of repeated
SWATIS of ughts followed by large scale attack on crops by
etc, Werepests.. Last year when thsc pests swarming cgtterplllars,
Agr’iCultura(]:aBSmg damages to Sali crops and the officers of the
they had n epartment were approached, we were told that
implementsotsufﬁmer_lt stock of pesticides, spraycrs ~and other
owever. | to effectively cope with the menace. Fortunately,
year. E:utas'; year the da}nagc was not so-heavy as1t1s 1n this
had not thel? spite of this, it is regrettable, _Sn‘, Government
tackle the oresight to adequately equip this department to
last year’s nﬁﬁnace of pests effectively. From a perusal of the
year befor ?dget'wlt}} the Budget of this year, and also of the
allotted foe ast, it will appear that the same amount has been
OVemme;tP%Stl_udes and implements, This shows that the
pect of the ag not given any more consideration to this as-
Production 11:3]:0 s hav}ng. important bearing on our food
€lore  [ag¢ an:they did in the last year or 1n the year
meet g probi This is lack of foresight and prcparedness to
of Plenty of aen}.bef_()re we are overwhelmed by it. In spite
the gricultu?p;)cauons and petitions submitted to the officers of
the public re _.:: epartment they could not attend effectively to
and implemgntesentatwe for want of adequate stocks of pesticide
Another great (Si Si}l Ch.as sprayers, dusters etc., at their disposal.
lack of spirit of: ect in the machinery of the Government 1S the
the department %ﬁlce amongst the Government .oﬁ1c1als of
to come in direc ey did not go from village to village SO as
trect touch with the villagers to educate them 1n the

method of using pesticides, as well as organise planned attack
on the pests, 3

Y

i

E
.
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, We are now
discussing about the floods. Is not the hon. Member straining
too much on an irrelevant issue ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : ItSis a part of
the problem.

Mr. SPEAKER : We are now discussing about floods. You

are straining too much on the point of pests.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : s The attack of
ting our food position,
what we want to know is the food position of the country ; whe-
ther as a result of the repeated floods we will now be in a
position to meet our food requirements , what are the schemes
overnment have taken in hand to meet any possible dificiency
in our food requirement. Sir, time has now come for the culti-
vation of Rabi crops such as wheat, China, pulses and some
other things, as also Baro paddy, etc. The officers of the Agricul -
tural Department should visit the places aflected by the floods,
come in touch with the people, ascertain thejr requirements
and supply them with seeds and seedlings of these different
varieties of crops-and also educate them how to grow these things.
his may be done by propaganda or by other measures available
at the hands of the Government so that these people may be
enlightened and educated to take to different kinds of cultiva-
tion to supplement their losses in crops.

It is the duty of the
Agricultural Department to  take action on thege lines.
galn many people have lost their cattle during the floods.

They have no money to feed themselves let g one purchasing
of cattle to plough their Jands. The position is extremely seri-
ous. So I say that the Agriculture Department has 4 special res-
ponsibility to look into these matters and  help the cultivators
with seeds and other requirements so that they may grow as
much as possible to supplement the food resources of the country

aswell as to make them self-sufficient in  thig vital matter
of food.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :
elp was given in his area was given in
them and he was satisfied.

Sir, whatever
consultation with

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : S

that some seeds were given to the flood affected peo
deny that. But that is not adequate. If

the help that was given to the people at t

I do not deny
ple. I do not
I was satisfied with
hat time, it was not
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fact that the
limita-
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because of its adequacy but because of the
Revenue Minister was then labouring under certain
tion which I then appreciated. He cannot do anything accord-
ing as he desires. He has got to find out funds. IHe theres
fore could not give all that I wanted him to give. That
position I could quite realise. But, Sir, now the time has come
for cultivation of the crops that [ have mentioned before which
may be grown and used as food. Now it is the time to avail
of this opportunity. I do not say that the Department of Agricul-
. ture is not working, but what I want to say is that they should
do certain amount of work to impress upon the people to
grow more wheat and China on a large scale, so that they may
get food. Now the trouble is that we have already lost Sali
crops and we have to wait for another 6 or 7 months for Aus
crops ; that means, Aus crops will not be available till June and
July next. So, during this period we have got to grow more
food crops as far as possible. :

Now, Sir, let me come to the question of cattle. A large
IlcliHTIber of cattle were lost during the flood, some Were drown-
E/I and some were washed away, and some died of starvation.
= I"t-hB.ora himself saw how villagers . were collecting water hya-

f} in their villages to feed cattle. Now the hon. Members
\';11 I easily imagine what kind of fodder the villager may get for
their cattle when the whole area remained submerged for three
gggtgf'- So, Sir, the people became helpless and they had to
o th;;rth(:ilttle with wager-—l‘lyacmth. Therefore, W€ now.

Bt r cattle are dying. Before I left my s:ubdlvzsxc_m,

L Soutlclln}% news that not less than 10,000 catie have died
ot ank, Some cattle were allowed to graze In some
fares didt e Garo Hills, but unfortunately the Garo Hills Au-
. W?Ot- allow these cattle to graze there beyond a cer-
Hills . We sent telegrams to the Deputy Gominussioner, Garo!

as well as to the Garo Hills, District C il with a request’
to allow those cattle ¢ ills; District Gouncit Wi © q est

Weltoan e to be grazed there for some t1me Inore,
gradually dyin so heard that a large number of cattle are
problem .th g fand the people are helpless to tackle this
to the M-i1r1iste1("3-ri(:ic1Orl(l3 el etld toduest MY Bora aiy e
i S e gssaéfgz t(t)lf Vete?rma}l;y toﬂ m?l.l‘{e ?c'lncr\i/?;gmt(}h--‘
people will be greatly h e Cat_xseq Tatis TS iviti "|
SN th'g' y hampered in their agricultural activities

obt,ainiﬁ o 1ds 1s a great problem, it should be asscs-sed after
ung the data through the Departmental officers in collg-
borathn with the Flood Relief Committees so that necessarys
remedial measures may be undertaken. G
Mr. Deputy SPEAKER : Were you not giving some figures
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : No, Sir, the Dhu-
bri Flood Relief Committee has already made a survey, and after
going through the figures, we could know what  extent.of
damage has been caused to the cultivators, < Ja

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : What is your calculation ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Just  before 1

had left Dhubri, I got the information that not less than 10,000
cattle died due to lood.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 10 000 died ?

Maulavi MUHAHMAD UMARUDDIN : Yes, Sir. I have
got this information through some nembers of the Flood Relief
Committee. About the relief measures, I have already stated
that as the figures were not shown district-wise, it has become
difficult to assess the adequacy and otherwise of the relief
measures so far undertaken.,

The total arca affected in the Dhubri . Subdivision is
1,000 sq. miles out of the total of 2.800 sq miles.  Near about
3 lakhs of people are - affected. Loss of agricultural produce
and cattle has been estimated at Rs.24 to 3 crores.

Reliel’ so far granted ...

3 Loan gratuitous relief
Dhubri ... 0 01000 3,37,900
Goalpara A 3,00,000 59,000

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : That is the highest in the State.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : [t may be so.
This loss is also highest. The whole thing should be judged on
the basis of the loss sustained by the people. Take for instance,
the people of the district of Cachar have not come for any
relief because the district of Cachar is not so much affected by
flood. So, that should be the basis for granting relief to a
particular district. Now, Sir, as against the total loss of
Rs.2§ crores, the relief granted is about 12 lakhs which comes
to about 5 per cent. of the total loss sustained

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister):

pensation,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr,
compensation.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Why not, Sir, the

[

This 'is not com-

Umaruddin, this is not

relief should be granted on the basis of available datas, otherwise

there is no meaning in stating the loss as has been done by
Government. Again, Sir, it has been found that in the South
Bank, loan has come to Rs.15 per family and Rs.7 to Rs.8 per
family in the north bank areas. Our total estimated require-
ment was Rs.26 lakhs. This has been calculated on th e basis of
3 months’ subsistence at the rate of Rs.25 per family per month,
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As against this, we have been given only Rs.13 lakhs as loaa.
This is quite inadequate, and as such we have been pressing
Government for more loan.

Sir, when I left my Subdivision, I got information that
large number of people are on the verge of starvation.
Mr. Bora was kind enough to give 60,000 maunds of paddy to
be sold at concessional rates. But half of the paddy have
been lifted and that the other half has been left due tO
lack of purchasing power of the people. 8o o5l
would request Government to give more loans to the peo-
ple if they are to be saved from acute distress and starvation.
When Mr. Bora visited Dhubri last time, I told him that the
additional sum of Rs.19 lakh for the whole State for agricul-
:cural loans was too inadequate though at that time I had no
idea about the extent of damages. Therefore, I would request
Government to give more grant in the shape of agricultul‘al
loan. Further, I would request Government to give doles
to those people who are physically unfit to do any work.

Then again, Sir, we are trying to organise test relief works.
As a matter of fact, I believe that the people must work and
we should impress upon them the necessity of work so that they
may earn something thereby. Therefore, Sir, labourer for test
1I"el1ef works are being organised by us. In this connection,

woluld like to say that when I had left Dhubri, about 2,000
people came forward and offered to work. Their demand was,
isgivc rlés vylt:?rk or give us food.” and this is the sort of thing that
outsige i“i?)lnlln%:h Generally the labourers come from
distress our . ?r’ do e‘ar.th work but now under pressure of
not an Oﬁ'er%e,ftp € say “give us work or give us food’’. This 18

a challenge to Government.

give ?}l:;‘:nl\‘ig{‘lRAM BORA (Minister): I accept it. I will
Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Then, Sir, we
fmﬁtHl_mPreSS upon the people that they must work. The motto
is, “‘He who does not work neither shall he eat”’. We must
1mk1?ress upon the peop.le the significance of the motto and by
taking advantage of this situation we should initiate the people
to do earth [work which they are generally averse. So I request
Mr. Bora and Mr. Sarma to see their way to make necessary
provisions so that the Test Relief Works in Dhubri may be
started immediately Sir, in addition to sanctioned road projects
there are other projects also, for instance, the Dhubri-Shalmari
Road and  Golokganj-Kochukhana Road which fall in
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flood affected arcas. We have suggested to the Minister in-
charge Public Works Department on his visit to Dhubri to take
up these two roads, but unfortunately these projects are not yet
sanctioned. So I request him to instruct the Officers concerned
to undertake immediate survey so that within a month or a
fortnight the work may be taken up.

Another thing, Sir, some helpless widows and women came
to us for help, they live in the neighbourhood of Dhubri Town
and used to carn their livelihood by husking paddy and
selling rice or by doing house-hold job of those well-to-do neigh-
bours. But as a result of the floods they have been thrown
out of employment and now facing starvation. Now, Sir, we
have decided to form Paddy Husking Groups with such women
and we have already started three or four groups, but for want
of funds we are very much handicapped. In this connection I
want to inform the House that one lady has been deputed from
Gauhati by the Paddy Husking Association or some such organi-
sation to supervise the working of the groups we have started.
For want of funds we are very much liandicapped, and so I
1equest Mr. Bora to make adequate funds available to us so that
we can run the organisation properly and offer relief through
employment to helpless women and widows by engaging them
in paddy husking. This will enable them to earn something in-
stead of depending on doles, and therefore, all these arrange-
ments can be made successfully if Government come forward
with some amount of financial help.

Now Sir, taking the overall situation of our State which
has been caused by the flood and the erosion, I believe the
has come that we must view the problem sericusly and as a
long term one. We must have a special administrative set-up
for relief and rehabilitation :

) ; of course we are considering mea-
sures from the preventive point of view and for that purpose we

must have staff to collect the hydrological and other necessary
data but this will take a long time to produce result, it may
take to 7 or 8 years or more to materialise. But, Sir, we have
got no special staff to deal with relief and rehabilitation , we
are depending entirely on the local staffand non-official co-
operation. But I believe we must Create a special relief and
rehabilitation department with the officers at the State head-
quarters to deal directly with the district Officers so that the
present circuitous procedure may he cut down or short circuited
to expedite measures which Government may undertake. For
instance, it is said that about 5,000 families have been rendered
homeless by the erosion of the Brahmapu’tra, but, Sir, in my
own district not less than 2,000 families have had the same fate.

stage
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Therefore, there should be a detailed survey of all the pecople
who have lost their lands due to  the flood and erosion of the
Brahmaputra, there should be a survey also of the available
land in the State. = Itis indicated : that we are going to spend a
crore of rupees on rehabilitation. This amount we ust spend
carefully, we should have a special department to tackle the
problem and take steps on a planned basis and if a separate
department is not set-up, there will be delay in implementing the
rehabilitation  schemes,, for example, at present if a repcrt is
called for, that report will pass from one -officer to another, and
ultimately it may have to goto the Mandal also and subse-
quently there will be delay in attending to the matter. But if we
have a separate set of officers for the relief and rchabilitation
of the flood and erosion affected people, we may  expedite things
without —any av01daI?Ie delay. Sir, I have heard from many
hon. Members, jor instance, the hon. Member, Shri Dalbir
Smghn Lohar ,said that tbC_PCOP]C of Saikhowa have not been look-
(13& aflt)(;f? 10 alsg was opinion o f Mr. Narnarayan Goswami and
m;ﬁt tggezlll.wigi tS}lll I sla_,y that unless we have a special depart-
e S g .eoe lre ief and rehabilitation of the flood and
request that GO\}el;n p'¢ snothing will come: out. 1 therefore, .-
S ment may take into serious consideration
this aspect of the problem so that thi be done as expedi-
tiOU.SlY as POSSible Al : mgs can bc C on(,_a.s LI“{P . 1
e » and all the normal procedure cut down and
short circuited and reduced to the mi P i Sir I
say there should he tf 0 the minimum. 'lh_creforc, ir,
with the relief and hat _special arrangement in connection
affected people. Th 2 abl.lltauf)n of the flood and erosion
: en again Sir, there should be a scparate

fund, a
4 h0ur’PSei1;‘I.r)lanent fund... (Voices He is taking more than half

Me.
r. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope youare concluding.

Maulavi

cluding in five %&?@ﬁMAB UMMARUDDIN: I am con-
have a permanént fu’ dlr. ThCI"CFOI‘C, Slr, I S.ay that we .lnust
any trouble in the aI;t ’band although we did not ant.cipate
may be apprehendedpa 1 out now frequent recurrence of floods
money from that fundn In times of emergency we can 1ssuc
ually increased : T.hls permanent fund should also be
annuatly '?Se » otherwise our whole Budget will be com-
pletely upset it we have  to meet larger unforseen expenditure
necessitated by occurence of floods. The floods this year have
created an exceptionally difficult sitvation to meet for which we
havg: to 1nitiate various new schemes for the relief of the
victims of floods and erosion as well as to undertake flood control
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measures both of a long term and

this purpose we may have to divert g
In one place to have essenti
as Test Relief Works, ctc

short terni characters * For
rants from: normal projects
al projects in flood affected areas such
. There also in view of the urgent
necessity for flood control measures the Five-Year Plan may
have to be recast. . Similarly. in formulating the 2nd Five-Year
Plan highest priority should be given to - flood" control-measu-
Ies as well as various protective schemes. Many - of the normal
activities of the Government may have therefore to be stopped
and the money transferred for more urgent: and essential pur-
poses as stated above. So, Sir, I said the whole scheme of our
Five-Year Plan may have to be changed. The First Five-Year
Plan is under implementation and - the Second Five-Year Plan
which is on the anvil must comprise.  all such schemes.
S0, on completion of the survey conducted by experts if preven-
tive schemes will have to be taken in hand to fulfil purposes
which are more essential for the protection of the life and pro-
perty of our people. 1 hope, Sir, these suggestions will be given
due consideration by Government. With these words, I finish
my observations. . L

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, I propose to
clarify the positions. Instructions have been issued to the Execu-
tive Engincers and Subdivi ional Officers who generally allot
works to the contractors, to allot work not exceeding Rs.10,000
only to any group of persons who would come forward to execute
work in flood-aflected areas or anywhere in Assam without calling
for formal tender in usual course. The group of persons who come
forward and take up work will select a leader from among them
and work will be allowed in his name

) . - Attempt will be made to
make payment fortmghtly if not earlier

. So there is no dearth
of work. In every division there are works worth to the extent
of Rs.32 to 40 lakhs or Rs.45 lakhs. If there is any dearth of
work anywhere the matter may be referred to the Government.
"This has been decided by the Cabinet and instructions have
already been issued to all the Executive Engin€ers and Subdivi-
sional Officers to provide work to group of persons for flood
affected areas. The People may take advantage of this whether
in flood-affected areas or anywhere in Assam. Other things
being equal, preference should be given to-the contractors of:
the flood-affected areas. So, Sir,

there will be no dearth of
work to the people of Assam,

! It -is rather difficult to- get
labourers for  Public Works Department Works.

Maulavi SAHADATALJI MANDAL :  wiygs. qezivs, 19

v qwag 401 [ Gare MR ot F[Raea wicr, @dearvs Solve g
WaAF & 35 70 59 ¢ | . GG
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) :  cafem a4+ 13-
feaw figd Arz o FFECA ealg Oz cofem  ce@faate cdtalia F1aed
= =@ 51 BlEers S /51 AT AG AT | €U FaES SErAaFF S, v
9247 2[4ACT a frsy A7 Sears @ Fatg 997 sfEata ia) 2rs | 9
a famis 7@ Ff@ 531 7@ 57 za¢ Atzg | 7= a7 =1 231 afd cwicn 97[Ra
A (LA XA AFIea waite ©fq 31971 d3ca 9 91 29 |
Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : @y wcziva, Aq f[@e
TAY SeTAR AFATT AHATE @2 qwae [ FAf wifim sfae W T
MAMFAT ATAGTS @ttt frgg Ftacd Fiwan farg, ota Ffard (Srdes
AN MR | S50 b9F 79 GEFAA 5T @Al S»e8 pAF AAAMT Wl
TN AR G 2o afl 9t @IEal wdztd R Ffacs ) @R
WIS FAT gquris fifats wie czom wiw [faats Az R
IE 2N Az mEeltege 2.5 o2 Ratwd 94 afFn o Azl @33 Faed
ATHA TAFCA M AfsiApiEeg | oordtald Aa wtam wfa wtfg Afsry
ST AW 8e0 AZF AiwA «f 3B Gwms  a @M Az ITARIS
E{E’gﬁ ftffﬁl @ )94 a4 AT fTTTS 21 30 @A AT oAt TR
i q—iﬁ, AT I2T AT (197 AFCE TG, o a2, wiff eFamd |
Afitg | Q;ﬁ;ﬁ'&' AT Glag mAT FAT I7 FLFT AT 9UBT X
o 92 ANREATT goim ate Gfa fTar Soreds @ enate
s OR 9ftalsq I oiifeccte rwas gzt @ afen e qR

gfg T2a, efem =ztq 93 TAZEET A2 FACH q79 TN AP T4-FLca

EE A

ﬁ@:“ﬁ’? aﬁm‘“‘"a ATSLFE  AGSl  oiws  BIFIAF  ImfEley
Yife @9 qra .@mm ufe = wEEE  ateale FfAelEs |
12 A e @ | J313317 A sAwia A1 FABIQ Gwca <lea 5% frm
T e 2T T A2 A Fa @ w2 Il afsin
N4t sty | qu:rma 3WL“T’* 729 | 4% ¥ fagacm *fARCa AICAlE
AN @y 3 T AT @ Fof AtrAlsT FfIATA 6w AFCA, FIIG ALY
e S R o R B R U L
T 3z owify s E o FT IR

s Boite 30-5;1;3 8‘_;? LA T A% @B 2[ta da A AT 2AES
C12F13T 339 mzia-—%h BB B 6 R K s o B 2 4 T ) 2 O S R
J1 Ffaeg fr m'\gﬂrz‘mﬁaw @lF3 et wfaaca @ @b afef[ s
SItsl® A4zt oo ?ﬁﬂ') ST Az 9298 HAteg | @B AFa @i Qfp
518 Tl Wﬁ%ﬁ?% T qTHE? AR | 13 AlINIAT 94T A9
priCE W:; Ul 1 77e 4 A%y Ot F AFCEtd T Ao SAelE
zfg T | wmtc;fa::;ﬂ% I TS Af zeas TEAT Alfies

. .5 . ol

SR fFANE 94T o lti Ii7 Ffaae’ W2 @ElFAFas ﬁafcaﬁ‘aaijs 4=
3 afea 35 ASITTE S0 =iwtg Elss ﬁ_ggz T Fata eE SRS |
qx 2[99 WENE FITS A Gt A omons Az1w TeiTefe WHAIER
(Or8 ¥R YANTS @EPIFE M «ffg itatca | Swizadt gawce 72 8 (1 AR
IR ﬁf%’”"' CAICF TET AT 512 @retdas 0z FfE 2ff7 "R00 W3

gz s allat ¢l 99 HAT AT | fFe i Amga Atz coeaiFd a9%

i
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TEAPTSl FFEACAE 33 ASficacks F mm Belln cosrAtsE Sie o) B
gifeqta a4y Ffaca | coe@ics oiq 4a w3 qalg sife atit alat afv ¢t ©iz
A1 ofy gifza | w@ear o3 coscates sfzaea TR | @ W ISR
fealee? afw FhMa cate wca af wtdifes wta corw @% e 3T SR
TIN 4902 353 AlalfFa | oretaed #19 calee e Teraa)el w5
ASATICD CFITT AIBFTa? FHarFa 137 catalea | gt wify 3l TFeaE
Sl A ASITIs F frm ZRAlte? AT reca) eI el 2,
el Ftn Tents atdtfeaczesa | giF Tem atdtfeE wist A4n
f@atF2 21 AMF FEts P

ORFIQY it wwals T ab xfig  sfead fegalta @ia
gbafs s sR orzaatdieta maf @b serltag TR IR (HNHFTS
fedtacheal i a1 A9349 75y |

I3 fren wfSzela o 72 @i oy geas TR IR @ @R A
fEls w7 Wt o tordtla W fepetsa s, IE 3ata 2t e
FIF 323 92 SN AT 0 6 47 e T avaet F FiNace
alff fFpfima t4ow @2 2 Nfes aterens - 73 offw 3 =t s
4lzan |

ST oS 9t SHbIE wiedtE ap) v o eoltg | wEehr I%
(UTAOF MAUCABTI T4 ML | (4TS ANF 1 IRT | cwedes fAff e
THEAILT ®NE | cSrdTe 0T @ rwcatce afy uitg | cFton wtsfh [iv—
fr 37 ficg fo 32 fica msze =4 =mf{a = WTFEE fFw sE-ecasrel
TG, AT A Ths (T (uods AT Constituency-minded
&re..... 3917 | wdts 9t AR A ata atfifgar | o “sta afem,
TFAT AAS CAS AT WACAS M | atfft  stza) Bfse @ @@
AT AFAT Aforst cordTTFaT 9das aft ATgT wa-miva =
fm o stena vt Wit | cotds Twce YUOTF AAtaea et s W
Chafy ¥ St 1T 62 TR/ @ 3RfCs TR 9B 9 w6 | Wi
Whal Je2iT  ©RT A claEdmea calfed | @S ARR
ffal aete wteee Sive wwm o afs so WS 477 gifze )
WA @z 93 Wi o aifsy foews AT afptas Wfe
Wi @2 AwAT WU e Ads Altamem | o fffwa 37T s |
474t arzives Steamer Company 7 71zi1w 947 Steamer catatts FfRca :
(R 97 fewars alFsta g9 T12i7e A 5,500 AT 58 WS 9 /b Tietq
BFl wle qrzald aitt Szefd war o Afedn wtata  atattsr 38y,
grAlfdet @ waw wEivr el wf¥ @i feRatt Tone gea
¢ @Rt 3 w3 BT 5T ; @A fafwi@ TieT staca aBware
WSE A2 [2eF I9TEA @lTaT  AmgAg M7 AR 74 |
CIRBt 7o AT JAIRN ACIAT oNeTTET | cords @R IR 13-
[ 7m7 2771 2ats TRaFa atats csrdeg ateifes w13t sqferea 1| cerars
QFTa (ot AR TSEE et wiF, 3@ IfGta czren ¢z TEIEE
ﬁBrrnwa@‘ TS AtfFea feam iz 2w (etden ats cin @2fifice
M | ‘
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cerdrs wi® @bl F4I CF AT AT _CAER Ef\gﬁaff AAtcEGT

Stz | clArt Sledais @Al ATE AN F4 FOT OO 53
Ssos BAAICAE, BIFANE T 1 (OTATH O ATwlE A Al F it g3
Afs g3 WA AdefEd FA P ST @, Al@ qrglatez nifsca fore =@
Gpaacz  (alaltel Sifmca AFT ofE Al fFw eizegldt AiIcE SIE|
e A | qazd areta AifEc | AeS AfF oot Aifeg 4fa B w0 AR
o2 wdle AT Jezivcn AN M@y dzdfa erfEfre atfsa ) a2 I
mizew @ifre ofF FEcd =AM B FF Faatads TobiZ v pAFRI
opara walfewa ama T 9¢ AUfFa Aica 2 9mia taedrs 2B @b &
TeA ZBIASE | | G 5IFICT FET cten whach | cFeAMca FEtal
FACBicT. (rdafaea @t FA czeg. | TR 4ifEca amEd 230 calaltd)
o2 I 1) 2 T o 1 o (4 B T [ SR 74 [ SIE 0 St B £ 64
(Fieate smtyia 23 tatalcg |

. Tedtayw agaiva, feeatn Afatzfes 4= i Zatcez  dafs sfRo
@ =R f[fbm @b [{ea Ttz [fae g atEiss wigz ) =t  gtag
L1 G e v I i O | B B B BV I AN T 1
TaHT eAas atfbrz e Ate | @@y Tcziaa | (T dgeafes wa fREry
T FA @ @itT aa glxch ozez | atfd 9l vaa 4fe 3fE +feca o
Az A1 [EtE atatas okl A qAe Aiew (@SET TN @ ihe
FlAtarz SiF 4te | azs 244 T4ta ofa v =ify cdan catan q4is celateatts
Axca J ARLa At el aiZ $ 4 grte @atest |t waa T4 el iy
fa w8 3 @R | Atacze i@ ata AN Agta A7 ;) dAfecE CFem @IF
(HSalFd T4 ‘9Aqw TH AtFW Ate, @iy 8, “Fizguiwa wNw cofp
feas @ift SfeAlafcalea s1m1 49 estrs TiF- wifoa 7 12 wtacet Tz T
eTS 37 oz g wAa «fe 9fa F[EICE qScg ordgq AN A61R . faeet )
GR0GIta2 73F20T @ ifit gortatacd @it erlaw atfbAca ©ta Ang e
fr2e®, a2 201072 79 &1t a1 rorT F@Ers arEEl atEE g
TNl it ;. as A3 Fferrase Brad =% Glcm @@ dtgEde @ify  ondy
WA 25l AFT1 Wi ¢1% Trardy 32 A4 51 bATICAS 446, FfRAea
T 2%, FEwify Gmfa g9m (o2 sawicas At w2 Aty
Gl T =lfom @is 5 a6 24 2 aMfers witfe sfsd wieed @ 26m1 31
C12 b8l [Tatas 8 Agifie  «fec wtF ala fwea, orEwacd aGiER
Gl wledial® foqwla mtach) Tooiad wfiea ; wlce?  fFEa TR
Bl BH = | 98@? A9t atqze emE f w07 9 Ste | waen

f W@chjﬁl AGA AGA T ofifra @ty fegata A ONT AT
3 P

MG AT A 9By Fot | Afea wotwa Ads B o 7w AT
2% €O ANZA G b 21817 cAleT Tkt Fra | 45 EAIFAT 1,000 I |
sAETIN 2 ST A 004 T4 TRAE A woleg | o1 AWDCNIT AT |
Flacd AwzfREeE @b ffzR aczmem azts M. LA, 9w S, D. G
AFEFCa. @A ¥ efird @dn filke 3fRfea | o fifes  Aweint [ag
@A 47T ST w21 Al @fgm | 92 wecez o @ifftm @ 939
5T AT AT (FIOUS AT Fpyicats st @ (AT | AFERT
FzCalAerd \ea9rE 92 TIERT Tt 87 g )



1954] DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION 2501
IN THE STATE OF ASSAM

TEAT FU I QST Br3 Flra W oW wAEE W@ | TS
T TR FT Ereataife, atefaiE, TarRed AR 9@ iE Thats
[ | @2 747 73 97 9fs cofiags 131 St w91 949 @I stex RIEES
lizra wfwe A, AETGih, deyq wiw @rem wibtacs a2 A8 | e
TR T A Sfee? crdaie v s

A fCTwa w477 gt e s e FfT =T
@R AT sifa ¥ 7 wewls win cRe e Aot S
@2Fa TenlF At @i 2AfEe ot fistes wiste cofem TE MMIE
T (Fleate 23 ifalta 1 @ TS T9ce TN7q O5IS (T @Bl G
ez | @S wtia S0 2wt amg dazaan g Ny me—eR e
@RE IR BAE 7 fa e sRg  otriler [Ea 0w
S AT AFT TR AN I 1 (voice I TS ¢ @B FTS
grzatiie wfag 2) gt

R Tl Czng @ SRS | slhrafAan eiffr s w1 At csim-
@EFF 31 F 1 Fog—o@eat cera? @m e sl off alg «ty
TS M citer IO 0T mAwlAR wire wrmralatel Gew | SiE
COCAS AFTA (AT (98 ATFT T4 T990F) Qe o1ty foeg | :

It G AtafeT v ReAkw IDaEs G wNe? ey Tids
Atz | s Fgl Giym awtace 9 dts Tec | @3 e T2
Bz FHCA @Bl FA FI eI —aiatT AT SHIslT SreE . U
T Clfe Ofeer et S | FUH tzig—a wEwe AR RElGS @ 60
fAMCT ¢0 42 A “ISTeacs i e | Gt Tish Ttz afen FReHE A
@Bl CTACBITT AT 47 6 @F cafefe FfiRias a9 @ cofon @ Qs
T} AT Aol fien 1w wife 3% €% swas  calt w9 At G
Fiteiel w0aR fA9IEs (1T 9% 0 0 =A5ls T Wfattacs cotia =12 | caten
faeatn qitely 7%t AwAtE Atafor wa WE vEw i RIES SRt (4 BRC
Ty g1 2517 T | e SHIsET otedtm | A2 prEiey 99 @Attel 8 Ao
W@ i ot R FfEale @i wm waz 4 " ¥R @fand |
FHACHR AMha Als wat @t 1S =& 0T il > offitd @dn Rald
ez ) LGS T | (T Tela w9 W% “t3tm | AW ity
BIedlaf2 Bty TpW  FCA Cw0W. AT (0ADF (rdal Al | G4 ety
9T FIIZ T4 T [T At T @Taes ozt 73 Al 13 S|
cifdlcal | 42 FTdR 12 AMex qlca 9T wwaq Ay TFaE Aty e @
A 2 AMCS T 97m9 qed wih G 1SS Atcs @ CATLTA |
Z afs milg @ Staeta Afapa |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : On a point
of information and personal explanation, Sir, The Commu-
nist Party did not bring any such deputation either to the
Chief Minister or to the Finance Minister. So far as I know the

Kisan Sabha and the Kisan Panchayat brought a deputation.
Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA: Itwas at the instiga-

tion of the leader of the'Communist Party.
- Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I repeat
it was the Kisan Sabha and the Kishan Panchayat. :
Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA: 1@ 43 sqfRfy &7z
FACATT I 9N RIS AT @7 0 T |
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f za7 @ify Sa 4 AT AT 24T @tFa Fh 9ty A= Tl
5 g Az gtz 93Ee 91 AR Ffe A g | Sf, 94 =ie
FCAARS eiss Atacz 21w FE Al | @ @t e 9w 77 ©F
af% A2 Al AziAStal g7 ©#1 o 9t Afp Atz corazea @2 Mgz ART
coerEltE A FA w49 F4 AGEF 749 qacacz o3fF fm =z9 1 cits qEs
a7 BaF  GiEics 4 [l diater FfEE | a2te 3z F49 afens Rk
A1z 1 w4e [@f3 AMe sEtdzaiaE 422 fag )

12 _Fdte a2 afeate ¢zt a2 | A awnrk aAEF T3
fepicace 4f 7ea 7% Ffeg | 9tAta few vaq atasna gadfecas  agE
Afed FRACA 0w | cordrs T fie5d cafd @ificg AR A ArgA 4
eoAla FECA RFAla A9 ey | 32 IS AR g T A FfRaca
1‘??{;‘1{@%2} Wti_?%ts Alfe i iea A c9da Atg cdtat MZ 1 Gy o
SR i ‘F“-'_r qZ MAs FEF @ FAFsiEe  AFCZ A A
T HORES :;J‘kim TFCA (ZFAMZ (AGIATST =l frq Acal IR
g - Rt i rca bF SGlF T I | @le o1 cbic=rz wifat oiafis

e T;t EIG FEERRES A AT Aelas @ A7 T AR |
ek MR @ Ag @B A w atcatem S el au |
AT 32 T30 'q ACT I3 F4 AT Al #os w2 wff atfzos FaCdee |
THR - A ﬁqiﬁw watzeg [{edacs Atgtafes wala @EIF AFE7 @19
B a1 Fifhen 79 AAgS AT qeAretT ¢ A @lF TIAT G
R sﬂ{,a' (fazfb  ateetq w afcatsa F4 ¢z uitg 1 f5s
AT B, 51 oets Tth{:lfiﬂt-e Flal czf Az citazley FHADT wfad
SM-ATTT Ty e elily, czgtas, aifaddte  wte 7= < clgtd ISR
T R W | AF 44193 23 oMe fors fosf ¢z Coltg | AT
2 T4 afy 4 TR MG 4 AzAnAUT oA I Ffaca | zatew «ifd
TR AT 2y ﬁ-rfal;n W2y zE @t atens w4 Iz 4fwwm |
4T T ﬁﬁcﬁ- ?f»h;s Aatdzana ojtre A gem czeg | fEife st
Me fHaie vat@ﬁrl, Ejfﬂfﬁ stat4zaim (v @t piETa 91T epd Afe
312 @iy 4zfigs 'zu 20 | fafeen AT oo A St3w Bu o 2feE OR
ﬁ's;rez?r, ey “Ti@t%t%nlﬁ‘ EIEiE carasm]; F19cdZ  abl ;‘;‘117[11 Zit@fm |
A5 GHATE (e o A, qeeE Albl, SIFHT giata AT Fd |
€zTH | cw%ﬁ;gﬁ;f%cfl Giran qRHAT wfe sdatdzaare SiEE A {9y
T2 Am33 7 f[:]—% @faIg M7 | fagq AaFa Fdie Fta AT W
CICBE 2[oreg ﬁ% m;ﬁtca, ey sy fesicare cwem 1—I% 99 {fag—

g T, GEfEE v <f3aca AFCAl AT FACT
AT TF 77 gy M ot o) wfzm atest | S AT FLS fed

gl Teately i ag—;iﬂﬂ wifsafa fpifE, oied ofer FARAT AR
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afSn) oratd Fd 020G AAmERY At qAliEe wes AEy A
AI4F 7712 o1 <faaea eattrg 1 B R e 79 IR AR o
St Butad sfaa atfata | 2917 Sotty 0ZCE  Wiule e a4tz wifza cdie
Tb3 g Ftar = Giof @ Al 1@ o e wtef A 4 atE 71951
TAITE Ff33 AT | @2 2P, Fratdivag ¢4z G2 etatfed siaie A Rl
FIA I AT AMRFISIE—StT At corded Tt (ATg) Ui «gwte A
ATOIFS ATNZ (FA AMTABTEF wivt” 50a1, IicEtsats 3fs o1 iy [ea
frea s wifiweld oica F147 Wtas wravet cofentes afats wifas 7,337 NTS
Flatady Afas ate AET Tirfe 23 wie csfenter wtata omia s i =9 |
R FIS FHA M Ty Afem <, self-help Wt wits @i
FIX T 20 ACACR ATS FI T | T T SleRNuTE wialn GASIIRE
(92 ) qzca, @% ot ATTAR AT I @S e SRS 9E
fafafs @iz «f3g 1 il afemsia w5 92w w9 cdite @ orere tasia
ShAwe fgaty Am fafes wvnta Rapm F—Apur foals Hus o @3
13 Ffaq0a 5IHA AT el sl st 29t coveates o3 EI4AIS
9Ift AFcalca AzcaAtNe FfFF JfHT))

AN S AT, WA TATS . A wwmg w1 @7 TS
IF AFiT Tad Ifacas Eﬁit':z-—-:ri e @ft 9 CEat I s ‘T‘ﬁ'l T T8
9B 0205 @% ANGTSIM =B 357 wieg G AT 5IFIT ARITI ARG
A0 2 AR AF a2 TTReT Afortans Wik orztn frw aiee | AT
9 qwas fafsale A4S w2ty 1R REle yyo8 pag AT ‘@S-
av Aw) | afom ey or Ccres wfsww vt sterws wler sid) 29
ffaeg o TSR [Elis oiets o4 3y fig alesh | 9 TrwehTa a8 slu-
Ilef) [{ei 18 weET Sty g2 aig se Mlr wifacen |

(At this stage the speaker vacated the chair and the Deputy
Speaker occupied it).

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I feel, Sir, as
there is lot of speakers a time limit should be fixed.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER :
will -try to finish his spoech within

Shri JADUNATH BHUYAN: sy Sty Teelwd, ANE
Il RGTE TCRMTT A 2Tids Carata AT AT TTCH—

(Seifs NPT GBI ATF—0ige) Wt @S e fagfe frea
SIS 2/t AFTANCIT FAUR I 4%y At winT paicy Qo 2T
AReFad BTl (5 sfea @ = ofag YfEGre— e @i Sied
AFCA A |

Y #9341 AR e er A v w1 oo @, @2
f3otn3 799 A9 5IFRT @ atarel A% AR wRolelcy TN FfICa ©fFF
ST CoREAITT AT e TCAMNB) Bfow 2w paat FABEL A

I hope, each hon. Member
10 minutes,
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Sofae Afate AATeAa fogad 471 a3y fastdta ar=s a51 «tf
cafsm AaidzEala eter J9IR fepAg Aol Bea-43 AwArsl §FI wtelrs
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ll 21‘?'- M?eputy SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned

(Adjournment)
The Assembly was then adjourned ¢ill 2 ». M. for Lunch.

After lunch
Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir,...

............

Mr. SPEAKER: You have only five ‘minutes.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, regarding

time, there should prob . .
] bl 1 . My frie
Mr. Das has no ﬂ00cIl) in iisy lgfecsomc regulation y friend

Shri RANENDRA MOH B0t -
AN DAS: No flood in Assam ?
If I am to speak I should be given at-least 19 minutes’ time......
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, two days have been
allotted for the debates. It is not a question of hearing me

or somebody else. We have to hear the members of the other
gonstituencies also.....v...oovies ‘

Mr. SPEAKER : You have not 50 per cent. from your
side.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: But we have not heard

from the Members from Goalpara, Barpeta and  other places.

Mr. SPEAKER : But vesterday there was some weight in
theoother side nobody was springing up to speak.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I spoke, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER : You spoke, but your Party stood mum,

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Sir, we have been
discussing about floods during these two days and Sir, we have
seen that floods come in Assam almost every year, but this year,
the'nature of the flood or rather the intensity of the flood i8S
so very big ‘that it extends to almost all the plains areas of
Brahmaputra Valley. ' 1t1s estimated that the total loss is to
the tune of 18 crores of rupees, From the other sources
disclosed by my Friend, Mr. ,Umaquln,. this loss is about 15
crores of rupees. Now without dISp_utlng_ these figures, it is
admitted that the 10ss which we sustained in the State is very
very colossal, it is in the tune of several crores of Fipoees

Mr SPEAKER : What is your estimate ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Tt may be to the
tune of 15/16 crorcs: These comprise the loss of the - State
Government, the other public bodies and the loss of the
property of the Central Governn?ept and private persons.
We all know as the Finance Minister has said that the
loss is irreparable. Sir, we should try our best to slove
the problem of flood n right earnest, In discussing
the subject we shall divide the problem into 2 aspects,
firstly the preventive measure and secondly the relief measure.
So far as preventive measure is concerned it has been said by the
Government that for the control of the river Brahmaputra,
some data are being gathered and the schem

. e is being prepared
which will be examined by the Central R

Government. Sir,
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before that was done; we must see firstly the nature of river
system in India with particular reference to that of our State.
Sir, there are 2 kinds of rivers in India—one is the snow-fed
river and other carries only rain water., These snow fed rivers
are the Indus, the Ganges and the mighty Brahmaputra in our
State, and you will see that when the intensity of rainfall is the
highest in Assam than in any States in India so the discharge
of water of this snow-fed river of our State is only sccond to
that of G in the whol Indi
i at of Ganges 1n the whole of India. Steps, therefore, ought to
rr?va?s beenftak;tln long before by our Government by preventive
th? l}rf(:is or t_fe protection of the people of our State ; unless
F'IS 135( one, 1if we spend even 17/18 crores of rupees in our
6\17:;?1_ t;a.r Plﬁtn for improvement and development of our State,
Sustainegnlzs?tofv?gtbi 6futl]e, as f_WB have seen that the State
; O crores i Se :
e e o O O) fthupges in course of a week
: of the mighty Brahmaputra. Sir,
it has been stated by the State G : :
et ate Government that due to financial
O ¢y cannot take up projects like controlling rivers.
n the other hand we h
R e ave scen from the statements of the
e 52. overnment of India and also of the Prime
e I?:i lia that these river projects are given topmost
atel ndia only next to Defence Budget. But unfortun-
c~Y 1ot an inch of water in the B Ta i i il
in any way. Th in the Brahmaputra is being utilised
Idis s s .be average utilisation of water in the whole of
Percentage i a.? h?ult1 6 per cent., and in some other rivers the
by the State G gh as 60 per cent. but no step is being taken
ot overnment to utilise the water of the Brahmaputra
g these years. It n ak .
Or preparin o ow takes 7/8 years after independence
of our g tatg OnIYht ¢ data and for harnessing the mighty river
Seriously g0 ¢ (EJG Government will consider this matter
utilised for th atbt ¢ water of the river of our State can be
Creating e ¢ Dbenefit of the people of our State instead of

thirjking ?SPEAKER: What river valley projects you are

Shri
Project l:s RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Multipurposes

X 1t controls flood as well d i

Other well as does immense services
3 fa":]?[e-cag‘hese schemes should be prepared by the experts. L

rahmapura sﬁy al‘il %layman that water of this mighty river

river to do ha.Vo((;)L;: b ¢ controlled, that instead of allowing this
pPower of its w o the lakhs and lakhs of people every year, the )
for more g dater should be utilized for the welfare of the State, |
things a ood, for more industrialisation and for more other
§585-a multipurpose project will do. If our Government
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had prepared a scheme with full particulars and data, I am

sure it would have been accepted by the Government of India
long before and during these years we could have done some

work so as to control this mighty river because our case is the
strongest one, but nothing has been done so far,

Mr. SPEAKER : (Can you suggest how the water will be
controlled ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS:

In various ways according to nature of place, water and other
circumstances. Sir, as I said T am not an engineer, so I do not
like to waste my time in explaining the technical side of the
river valley projects, but what I am saying is that during these
1 or 8 years we could not prepare our case, Though a case of
river valley project and control of flood of the Barhmaputra is
one of the strongest in whole of India, it could not get a place
in any of such projects under taken by the Government of India
during these vyears. Therefore we ~ see that the question of
finance does not come in. It has been often said by the
Minister of the Government of India that Assam Government
could not finish even the projects which have been sanctioned
long before. When everybody is Sympathising with our Assam
Government, with the peopole of Assam after this unprecedented
erosion in Dibrugarh, Palasbari and other places near the
Brahmaputra, the Planning Minister of the Government of
India blamed the State Government for delay in execution of
works in the first two years of the Plan. He said that while other
States drew money from the Centre by way of loans, Assam was

bargaining for grants, but no cxception could be made in
favour of omne State, This reference h

¢ made in connection
with the revetment wall of Dibrugarh. The other day my
Friend, Shri Ramesh Barua, said if the revetment wall could be
finished by 1950 or 1951, a big portion of the town of Dibrugarh
could have been saved. But wh

1 O is responsible for this P~ As
stated emphatically by the

ik Planning Minister that our
Government was bargaining for grants without executing the
works. So far as th 1

€ money 1s concerned, the Central Govern-
ment adopted a princi

States as loan, b was urging for grants.
So instead of taking such a dilatory course, if our Government
had finished this work in 105} there would not have been so
much loss to the tune of severa] crores

the expenditure in revetment wall coul

It will be controlled
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Sir, so far I have tried to shqw the prcvcnti\f:c side of the
matter. From the statement which has been given by the
Finance Minister, we do not get any hope that in the near future
there is any noteworthy plan and programme which 1s going to
be undertaken in order to check and control the water of the
mighty Brahmaputra. We are sure that this state of affairs will
continue at least for a decade or two.

Secondly, I come to relief and repair of flood damages. We
have seen that the total loss is about 15 or 16 crores, but until
and unless this total loss is divided Subdivision or Districtwise,
it is very difficult for the people here to know which are the
places affected most. Unfortunately T do not know on what
basis and on what data Government has granted relief to
each district. In granting gratuitous relief or agricultural loan
they have not shown in their report what was the basis for the
distribution, There seems to be no uniform policy in this
matter. In some districts they have given two lakhs while
1n others they have given 5 lakhs without any reference to the
amount of loss in that particular district. How can the

‘uster or officers of Government can prepare a scheme for
EhStrlbutIOIl of relief and agricultural loans in absence of any
such assessment of loss districtwise ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Why do you assume that ?

38 lSlur_i RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Sir, I like to know

Se: 0ss 1n each subdivision or in each district so that we could

e iNhf:ther the funds allotted for gratuitous relicf and agricul-
alloans are sufficient or not.

Mr. SPEAKER : You want a detailed report ?

prebri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Yes. With the
p]acent report it is not possible for us to know that. In some
Probls the grant may not have touched t.hq f‘rmge of the
to o ém, So unless it is done districtwise it is impossible for us
abl%“ﬁa any COn81d¢red opinion regarding the fl:mds made avail-
T y the Government whether it is sufficient or not and
ether Government has done enough according to their report.

ut from the remarks made on the floor of the House by certain
Sections of the House it appears that something has been done in
Some. places while in some places nothing has been done, rather
Some places have been neglected. It might so happen that we may
not blame the Government if it is due to mistake, but if there

15 any political motive behind this then surely.....cccoeeerrases

o
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Mr. SPEAKER : Have you got any instance ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I have got no definite
instance but we presume from what has been said by my Friends
here that gratuitous relief and other reliefs have been given more
to particular constituencies. [n this matter of relief if any
distinction is made whether one belongs to any particular
political party or any particular community then it is most
unfortunate and that should be mended by the Government.
Secondly, from the report we do not find the extent of money
which is required for proper relief and proper repair of the
damages. Therc is no proposal from the Government as to
how they propose to meet this expenditure, but in reply to a
question on the floor of Parliament Shri M. C. Shah, Deputy
Finance Minister, said that ‘“the latest estimate of the require-
ments of Assam arising out of the floods was placed at Rs.400
lakhs, out of which Rs.20 lakhs was for gratuitous relief, Rs.220
lakhs for roads and buildings, Rs.100 lakhs for rehabilitation,
Rs.10 lakhs for test relief works and Rs.50 lakhs for agricultural
loans”’, From that Shri Shah agreed to give half the expenditure
on gratuitous relief as a grant and half the expenditure on road
repairs, test rclief and agricultural loan. So out of Rs.400 lakhs,
one item for gratuitous relief, we are getting Rs.10 lakhs as grant
and not as loan and out of the rest Rs.390 lakhs half will be
given by the Central Government in the shape of loan. We
should know from the State Government whether this other half,
that is, Rs.195 lakhs should be spent from the Exchequer of the
State Government, and if so, what are the proposals brought
forward before us for getting money for repair and relief of the
flood damages ? If an amount of Rs.195 lakhs is not provided for
in the Supplementary Budget it will come to our mind that
the figure which was sent to the Government of India,
that is, Rs.400 lakhs required for the flood relief and
repair, is a bogus figure—it has no correct bearing. There
13 nothing in the statement of the Finance Minister here with
regard to the provision of that Rs.195 lakhs. So, we want to
have a clarification from the Finance Minister.

Now, I come to loss of food. It has been said from the other
side that the loss or damage which has been made to the crops
Would be recouped and that there will be no crisis as the
Government has sufficient stock of rice and paddy. One thing
strikes me, the aflected people of this vast area are mainly
agriculturists and peasants and so it is admitted that these
peasants have tried to sow three times and all their efforts
failed during these several months of flood and they could not
get any of their crops from their field, It may so happen that
Government has huge stocks of rice and paddy or procure the
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same from other provinces but how these poor pecople—90
per cent. peasants—of Assam who could not reap and harvest
this year could purchase this rice and paddy and other require-
ments of their life ? We know that a peasant earns from his field
and that is his source of income. A portion of that paddy goes
to his family consumption and another portion is being spent in
purchasing cloth, medicines and other daily necessities of life.
We want to know from the Government whether they are going
to give this rice to the poor cultivators free of cost. It is not
a question of dole cr itis not a question of gratuitous relief or
anything of that sort. If they say that the loss that has been
sustained by the poor cultivators will be recouped and they
have got big stocks in the godowns and can bring down the
price from Rs.20 to Rs.15 or even Rs.10 to relieve these poor
peasants who have lost everything, but will the people have
the capacity to purchase rice at Rs.10 a maund ? With these
words, I ask some clarification from the Government on this
point so far and if we do not get any satisfactory reply we shall
pﬁesume that though we have big stock of fogd, E)t is not for
the poor flood-affected people for they have not the capacit
of purchasmg this even at verv 1 ~ 1 1 r | 1 y
everything. y low prices when they have lost
3 :l‘n/gy ﬁOéI‘IRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
N i ingt hi;’%?;?ggsff hon, Members of this House have
Sl bt on. Thisis anindication or rather a
ication of the anxiety t} has b falt 1
Members of this i z 1a_t as been felt by the hon,
State. By their i OtIi the flood-affected people of our
pression to the foul;. ; le hon. Members have given ex-
gs ot the people of our State as well. Sir,

I am particul
about pthe ﬂoozzlrly glad that the discussion that we are having

high level. Mosstltuaftlon In Assam  has been kept at a very
broad outlook, Theo hthe hon. Members have taken a very
by the parochia] Sen¥° ave not allowed themselves to be swayed
much welcome. Sjy lfleflts and considerations. That is very
of the discussion Sorﬁe l?m really glad that during the course
useful suggestions ma f’n-' Members have thrown some very
hon. Members haye 5] ave taken note of them and some
the distribution of reliefso preferred certain complaints about
ters. I have also take and things of that sort in some quar-
the hon. Members lhr;t note of these things and I can assure

will see and give due conwm look into these matters and I

discussion, Sir, there haye |,
nature and they are only very
a very large number of the'c

cen some complaints of a genera]

sideration to those things. In thig

hatural. Most of the complaints
. i ] omplaints rather, can be divided
into three categories and they ayre glmost all alike. The first
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is that the gratuitous relief is inadequate, the second, is that the
agricultural Joan given 1s not suflicient and the third is that the
rehabilitation hepefits that are contemplated by the Govern-
ment are not 4t par with the rehabilitation benefits given to the

refugees. These are the three charges brought upon by all the
on, Members, Sir, in my speech, I havealso dwelt on this
matter. I had clearly

stated that gratuitous reliefis given to
the extent of Rs.9 lakhs and I want another Rs.32 lakhs for the
purpose. ‘That shows that gratuitous relief so long given may
not be quite sufficient. But the time is not over. I have also
indicated iy my speech that most of our people had lost every-
thing in the affected area and they will have to keep going
on till the next harvest. Government have already proposed
to open cheap grains shops in ccrmi.n areas zu.ld Government
Propose to continue these cheap grains shops in these areas.
We are giving rice and paddy at concessional rates in various
areas. That will have to be continued for sometime more, if
possible, Not only that, people will have to be given work.
How can you make them going till the next harvest comes ?
Therefore,” we will have to start test relief works and if we can
give test relief works to . the people then probably they can be
kept on going till the next harvest and for that purpose we
want Rs.32 lakhs more. Hon. Members are aware that the
money that will be spenit on this test relief works will be in the
shape of gratuitous relief. Of course I cannot give the exact
amount that will be required for this purpose. But if the amount
that has already been spent and if the amount that will have
to be spent in  the shape of gratuitous relief

1 are considered
together then this cannot be _said that the whole amount is
quite inadequate. Secondly, Sir, about the inadequacy of agri-

cultural loan. Most of the hon. Members, specially my Friend
from Dhubri, Mr. Umaruddin, have left that a sum of Rs.50 lakhs
I8 not quite sufficient for the purpose.

I have made it
clear 1in my sStatement that

already a sum of Rs.31 lakhs
has been sanctioned for the purpose

and T want another Rs.19
lakhs, if possible. Hon. Members will see that the entire
amount will have to be found out fron

1 the State resources. So
far as this item is concerned, In

India has not agreed to come to our
help. India has agreed to give as loan half of what we need for

Testoration of communication and India has agreed to give half
of what we will spend on rehabilitation by way of loan.” But so
far as agricultural loan in concerned, India has not given any
assurance. I believe India will not come to our rescue on this
score. ‘Therefore the entire amount of Rs,50 lakhs will have to
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Ve found out from our own resources. I-Iou.‘ Members have a
sood idea of the financial position of our State and so they
Should think whether it will be possible to mect the entre
amount from our resources. We want more help, but the ques-
Gon is whether it will be possible to render that help entirely
by our State which is so much crippled and whose future 15 sg
dark. We can well imagine the condition of our finances
and the position of collection of revenue from various sources,
With our future so gloomy itis to be considered whether it
will be possible to find out more than 50 lakhs of rupees from
our own resources. I leave this matter to the hon. Members
for consideration.

Now, Sir, about the rehabilitation loan. This loan is also
considered as inadequate by certain Members of the House,
specially my Friend, Shri Nilmani Phookan, and my Friend,
Mr. Das, from Gauhati. They have pleaded as to why the
ﬂood-sgrlcken people and the eroded people be not treated at
par with the refugees coming from FEast Bengal after losing
their h(?z;rth and home. Itis a nice idea. But [ want to speak
something about this also just to enable the hon. Members
o appreciate the position clearly. The amount for rehabi.
li}tatmn or rather the amount in the shape of rehabilitation loan
o refuge?,s. hZ}d been fixed at New Delhi, but in this case of
?égreélgf{gtathn the amount will have to be fixed by us taking
Bt Slﬁ eration various fz_a.ctqrs Iiere:  “The ‘I'Clilélbllltﬂ.tlon

is fixed at Rs.500 per individual family of refugees, but

are they getting it ? Tt is very easy to fix r habilit’ttioﬁ benefit
but the amount given is conside c{ iy f;"e' t b( the refuce :
to give real Betlehe. Tt ldcre 119t sullicien y. ] g gees
AFerat { - 1s said more than half of the refugees
. getung any benefit at all Whatever amount they get
they do not get ii _ : iatever am cy get,
year and an tgh It ata time. Some amount they getin one
other amount in another year and so on. But does

that go ek .
g0 to give them rea] rehabilitation ? Moreover, a very

large number
of the 5 e & ihe
ducto them. T (. refugees are still not getting the amount

t iti ink our eroded people should not be left in
n%itfgﬁzlx?nn ta}f iar as possible andp thlat is why, Sir, we are
limited msogrcc:zsl Procedul.(?. We are to spend money from our
our helpless peo land we will have to find out more money for
have prepargd pre. h Taking everything into consideration, we
with the beneﬁta Stheme  and that scheme also, if compared

Itogeth —.o8lven to the refugees, cannot be said to be
s S S e LIl just now received a deputation
from some people Oof Palasbari led by my Friend, the hon,
Leader of the Oppqsnion, and T have come to know from them
what has been given to them, Each family of the aflected

;
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people of Palasbari has been given 2 bundles of Corrugated

Iron Sheets as loan besides other loans. But that has been

modified in the case of Majuli people to suit local condition as

they have been given 3 bundles ot Corrugated Iron Sheets in

some cases. If we calculate the amount of 2 bundles of Corru-

gated Iron Sheets, it comes to Rs.160 and for 3 bundles Rs.240
taking Rs.80 as price per bundle of Corrugated Iron Sheets.
Besides this loan, there are other benefits given tothem. The
land at Palasbari has been given free and I propose to find
land in other places at comparatively less price, if possible. I
have told the gentlemen who came to me on deputation that
a very large section of the people has been given land free. I
have already stated that all the steps: that have been taken in
this connection are different to suit local conditions., The
croded people from Ahotguri cannot be said to be people pur-
suing any trade activities. An agricultural family losing its
hearth and home may surely need more relief than a petty
trader who may not have lost his articles of trade only and may
have lost his hearth and home, etc. Thus, Sir. we have taken
steps according to circumstances and therefore the rehabi-
litation benefits are different, Our people who are proposed
to be given rehabilitation benefits will get Rs.300 to Rs.400
and if you look at the over-all picture you will find that thou-
sands of people will have to he rehabilitated. This amount can-
not be said as small. The fund al for this purpose is
limited. The Government of India »as 1 have already stated, is
giving 50 per cent. of the amount as loan and the other 50 per
cent. will have to be found from our résources. Thus it will
be seen that the scheme of rehabilitation prepared by us does
stand a fair comparison with the scheme of rehabilitation pro-
posed for the refugees. (The Speaker There is a cattle loan
also.) I am, Sir, very thankful to you for remindine me about
this. Some hon, Members are labouring under certain misap-
prehension. We have 2 kinds of

loans in~ Assam, one is agri-
cultural loan and

the other is rehabilitation loan, For the
rehabilitation loan we asked the G

overnment of India to help
us with 1 crore of rupees, but they

 C _ have agreed to give only
Rs.50 lakhs. So far as agricultural loan is ¢

i oncerned we have,
as I have already said, spent about Rs.3] lakhs to enable the
people to purchase seeds and, if possible, things of that sort.
That is different. If an over-all

: w480 picture is taken, you will find,
Sir, that the rehabilitation schemes prepared by us compare

favourably with the schemes prepared for the refugees. In
consideration of our peculiar circumstances and within the
finance, I must definitely assert that our

at our disp()s
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schemes are not at all unattractive. These are my observations
with regard to the general points raised by the hon. Members
in course of their speeches that gratuitous relief given is inade-
quate, agricultural loan sz_mctioned is insufficient and the pro-
posed rehabilitation loan is also not up to expectation. Sir, it
should be remembered that by the very nature of the thing one
cannot give full satisfaction in this matter. I must be satisfied
with what has been possible for Government to do under the
circumstances. 1 hope the hon. Members will appreciate
this.
Now, Sir, Mr. Hazarika from Nowgong made a peculiar
complaint that while paying my compliments to some _organi-
sations coming from outside to give relicf to our people, I did
not make mention of the Congress organisation. The Congress
organisation of Assam I thought, being an institution of Assam
needed no mention and, therefore, I was not paying any
ent to it. I only mentioned those organisations like
the Marwari Relief Society, the Ramkrishna Mission and others
who came from outside the State to give succour to our dlis-
tressed brethren. If thatis considered as an omission On my
art which needs rectification, I take this opportunity of recti-

complim

fying .thc‘omission by stating in this House that the Congress
Organisation of Assam, through its different bodies, the Pro-

vincial Congress Committee, the District Congress Committees,
the Subdivisional Congress Committees and “the Branch Clon-
ress Committees bave rendered very very useful service in
the matter of rendering relief and other kinds of assistance to
the distressed people. They have done very good and a very
fine work. I take this opportunity to make this declaration and
rectification of my omission if it is treated as omission by my
Friends. X
With these observations ofa general nature, I think I
should come to the specific points raised by the hon. Members in
course of tllCI-I‘ speeches and I shall try to reply to those points
as far as possible. I shall take my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya,
first, FHis first charge was that our administrative machinery
was not very prompt and it was not moving as speedily as it
should move under abnormal circumstances. He has referred
O pf the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup, who could
not move (o a place on the Hajo side in course of 10 days,
though he was staying at Rangiya. My Friend’s complaint is
that the Deputy Commissioner was not very prompt and he
could not manage to get a boat to visit the arca concerned. It
was his inability to get a boat that prevented him from going
to that arca. Of course, Sir, as has been stated by some
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hon. Members, that due to our hav
the people of Assam have ceased to keep boats nowadays. Only
a very small number of boats is available and these were taken
by different officers and other people engaged in relief work.
The Deputy Commissioner did not disturb the other officers
who had taken the boats. He could not himself go on the
10th day, probably he could not manage an additional boat to
go there on that day. After all, there is only one Deputy
Commissioner in a district and it is not possible for him to visit all
the affected areas in course of 10 days. Ifa part of the district
was left out, it cannot be said that the Deputy Commissioner was
not prompt. On the contrary, the Deputy Commissioner was
not sitting tight at Gauhati, he was at Rangiya. That shows that
he was engaged in flood relief work. That one instance is,
therefore, not sufficient to prove that the administrative machi-
nery is slow-moving. On the contrary, Mr, Bhattacharyya
has himself given a lic to his first statement by saying that
our officers are so very prompt that one officer at Nalbari had
somehow managed a leaky boat and risked his life while going
to provide relief to the people. That boat sunk in the river
along with the articles of relief taken. So, here are two parallel
instances.cited by my Friend. The Deputy Oommissioner, accor-
ding to him, was not moving for want of boats but another
officer moved in a leaky boat risking his life in order to give
relief to the people. It shows from his observations even that
the administrative machinery is quite up to the mark.
Mr. SPEAKER : He said that you should keep boats.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : That is a good sug-
gestion which I welcome. Our lady Member, Mors. Barthakur,
also made:this suggestion that since floods have become 2 regular
Phenomenon in our State, Government should keep some boats to
be used in case of need. This is a good suggestion and I have
taken note of it and T shall see what can be done, For the in-
formation of the House, T may state that already we have ins-
tructed our Forest Officers to supply timber at concessional rates
to persons who want it for construction of beats.

Now, Sir, Mr. Bhattacharyya has stated that our officers

@Are not very courteous in their behaviour and asks us to give
a special direction to them to behave courteously with people.
I think, Sir, in Independent India, such a direction is redun-
dant. After all, our officers are also citizens of Independent
India and educated like any of ns. It is their duty, like any of
us, to be courteous in their behaviour. As a matter of fact, citing
of one single instance of a particular officer who is alleged to

ing a large number of roads.
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have misbehaved with some people and slapped one person does
not mean much. That matter 1s sub-judice and, therefore, I
cannot say whether these things are true or not. Even if an officer
misbehavés, we should take into consideration the number of
officers we have got in Assam, we have got an army of officers
of warious dcpartmcnts from Mandals right upto the Deputy

host of officers who were utilised

Commissioner, W€ have got a :
this time and out of them if one officer is reported to misbeha il

that does not show that our officers are transgressing the bounds

of limit. On the other hand, Mr. Jadu Bhuyan stated in course
me at least officers of Government did

of his spccch that t%lis ti
d work besides they worked under great provocation

very goo i 1 :

and I have not got any _complamt up till now that any of our

officers 1s misbehaving discourteously with the public.
Ranendra Mohan Das. 1 had already

Then, I come to Mr. A -
high level of discussion was kept at a high

stated that this time _
pitch by the hon. Members and there was no mud-flinging but
curiously enough I found Mr. Ran(?.ndra Mohan Das, as usual
with him, has again prm_fcd an c;;ceptlr;_n.' What was he saying?
He said that i_n cl1st1_"1but10r1 of relief, plo 111(;;11 COH_SICICI'{ItionS A
in some constituencices and Somle PCOP_? ol certain political orga-
nisations did not receive equa COCI;I.SIC exaan n getting relief.

you, Sir, were pleased to ask him

When he was speaking this,

to cite instances but he could not do so.
o ci 3 NDRA MOHAN DAS: Sir, I have stated

Shri . :
what I gathered from information given to me by some persons
from different places and as.I had not the - experience of going
personally to those places, it was not possible for me tOD%’iVE
instances. e s k

Shai MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): How could he make
such allegations without being sure of his ground? No other
Member in this House made similar allegations ?

ANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I got the information

Shri R L
and I wanted to know from the Minister whether these were

facts.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): He is rather
caught in a tight corner. The Speaker had to intervene in his
speech and to ask him to give definite cases. {
Mr. SPEAKER : Do not be harsh on him. L4

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): 'The high level

discussion we had this time about the flood situation, Sir, was

a bit marred by my Friend. I am only speaking that and not

at all harsh at him. As a matter of fact, Sir, in course of my

tours, diflerent political organisations including Communists

came and met me to discuss about relief measures.

/

¥ ¥, B
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My Friend, Mr. H. Goswami and Mr. R. M. Das were
speaking certain things about River Valley Projects in Assam
and were making a grievance against our Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: River Valley Project will not help
floods.

(Voice : It does, it does).
Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :
when they were allowed to speak
reply. They wanted to make a case against this Government
as if nothing was done by this Government in this direction,
Whereas our other sister States of the Indian Union have got
several River Valley Projects, and that as Assam Government
was not serious about it they could not get any River Valley
Project. My Friends probably know much better than myself
about this matter. River Valley Projectis a thing which needs
years of preparation. Unless you are prepared with data, unless
we do proper survey and man y other such things, we cannot pro-

g in the State, but un-
fortunately for some other States, till India had attained inde-
Pendence, the State Government of Assam, till Congress took u
Its administration, did not take any steps in this direction, This
kind of project requires  river survey, topographical survey,
Contour survey, hydrological survey and various other pre-
parations beforehand.

: Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI - Have you started any of
them ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I

Anyway, Sir,
on this, I should give the

h A4m  coming to
at.

Now, some other States in the Indian Union started these
Preliminary works much ahead, they took steps even in the previ-
ous regime and thus they have got the benefit, Ouyr predecessor
did not do anything. This requires many years of preparation.

s we did not start the necessary - preliminaries, we could not
8€t such projects earlier.

Sl my, Eriends, the T.éader of the Gpposition and M,
Bhattacharyya, are from Gauhati, I am surprised  they do
not know that a large number of officers were working at Manas
Niver, This started working from about 6 years now. We took
up Manas project and we started the work of taking data and
Making the survey and after making some pProgress it was found
that on account "of unwillingne

_ ness on the part of Bhutan
Overnment to give us permission to 20 into t

could not make any headway in this project.

The Government of India, at our request, have sent a batch
of engineers to our State and they have now been working here
for the last three years, 'This shows that this State Government
haye not been sitting idle. . As a matter of fact, I have stated in

heir territory we
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my written statement earlier that we have already started a new
Circle with a Superintending Engineer at its head and 4 Divi-
sions have been opened. They are now busy in taking hydro-
logical data and other investigations. We have now a party
of engineers from the Government of India who are busy in :
making ﬁont%qr survey, geographical survey and the like. This
proves that (s Governimert 1o quitc ale o the nceds of e
e oi thrég gllg)tmots\t_grlontyfo it. As a result of all these
S eet A ih cgm l f the State Go_vcrnment, even if we
tant beneficial results Srg CSSL;:;IC ¥ tlmnt}(iclhatd)f’} Al
bring about great relief to OlilI‘ i €0 OIe OI(;‘LV t ‘{ HCP’ mlay L |
if everything runs according to (I:urp Jan Ao e
ting at least one or two i : ‘tant b ey ot S BTt o get= i
afow yerrs titme atid th mqm ant rivers may materialise ip
mean the repeated ﬂood;J i‘rgle l')lemgf qi oblflwl ‘of the time, J
be P?\I&tially S asiled: ! m some of the rivers, can at least
ost
relief work tgfwlillliih Ihzz;e M{imbders . h?-vi] sp?keu about Srest
pose to dilate upon them an; Elffthzr replied, and I do not prq.
Simnls-lanane{?ﬁi] é\:«I‘r' Goswami,. had said that two villages, 7.o. |
Baik got at cn ul' were (rlwt. given relief and also lands. By
families of the Vi?l 1ry Snfla e into the matter and found that 44
the Bahjani Profagf': imna hav'e bee_n provided with lands in
been allotted landesls;lonal 'Grazmg" 1<e§ervc and the rest ha\'e
Shri HARESSWXIgpemng the Hatlgarh Reserve.
been allotteq lands in th GOSW‘?‘MI: These 40 families haye
ugust when I withlnht ¢ Bahjani Mauza only in the month op
the whole Mau’za wast uendDePUtY Commissioner, went there ang
Shri er water. :
admitted x‘?ﬁl§ ‘?;}VI,]_BORA ) (Minister) : But you hay,,
Bahjani Mauza, If milies of Simna were allotted lands in t}o
allotting lands P you, however, want to take the credit
0 1ot want to clzz‘e P_tiople yourself, I do not object to j;
the fact remains that ?hl on behalf of our Government. By
want to impress u ;;et{)eollfle were allott(_ad lands. What
some of the people hIa::,v 1e hon. Members is that even though
due to any discriminat e not got lands, it is definitely ngy o
by this Government b?ll;:y. treatment meted out to these peop), \
ment have not Cnou;gh latlltdmay- be due to the fact that Govery |
landless and eroded peopl Sfa_t their disposal to allot to all tp
Kave ot the s o abg et Olothe State. As you are aware, e, \
rehabilititeds v Tofind 011:111; thousand families who have to_ ba
stupendous question which CD'OUgh lands to all these people is 4
cannot be solved in a day Or twy,

77
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But the fact that 40 families of Simna hav
lands testifies to the fact that this G
the problem of the landless
Again my Friend, Mr.

¢ been provided with
overnment is wide awake to
people.

Goswami, has brought certain allega-
tions to the effect that in the matter of distribution of relief,
people living by the Trunk Road side have got more attention
than those in the interior. | admit that this may be a fact.
But if it is a fault, the fault is more with the geographical situa-
tion of the localities concerned. Because if you are tovisit the
interior places, you cannot hut go there avoiding roads. If there
is any discrimination on that score, are we to be blamed for it ?
Recently, I had been to North Salmara in 'the Dhubri Subdi-
vision. Naturally I had to pass through Palasbari twice while
going to North Salmara and while returning therefrom. I had
been hearing a lot about the miseries of the flood and erosion-
affected people of Palashari which has roused in my mind a

keen anxiety to see this Place. T availed the opportunity to see
this place on my onward Journey to North Salmara on returning
therefrom as further curiosity was roused in my mind to see this
Place again on my backward Journey I again stopped there and
saw the condition of the afiecied people of this particular place,
he result was, that they got attention from me twice. There-
fore, I say, Sir, if the people of Palasbari have got some more
attention than those of many other places, the fault is not of an
one of us but lies with the geographical position of the locality,

After all, Sir, this Government is the Government of e
People. Every person of the St

ate’ has equal right of a
o the Government in case of any diﬂicglty. gTherclbrl;piO?aC}Irl
Sir, if my Friend feels aggrieved for certain matter, he ’shoulci
Immedjately bring it to the notice of the Government anq the
will certainly try to rectify the defects. But it is g matter of
regret Sir, though I have met my Friend, Goswami, severa] times
during_the floods and after, he never complained to me on that

score. I discussed the Government proposal to give relief to the
flood-affected people to the extent of Rs.1,50,000 in a meeting in
esent, but he did not  voice

W}}‘ich Mr. Goswami was also pr
€lore me a single word of complaint that he prefers now.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: At that time I was un-
er the impression that this sum of Rs.1,50,000 will be distribut-
ed not only to Palasba

: ri alone but to other places also.
Sh1:1 MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): At any rate, it is

0t ] overnment to make any individous dis-
Unction, My  complaint is that if the hon, Members

O not take me into ing  their grievance
tomy notice in time, in that case ¢ven in spite of my. best

intention, I may fail to be of help to them.
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Another thing my Friends, Shri Dalbir Singh Lohar and
. wariely ey s, _ gh
Shri Jadav Chandra Khakhlari have mentioned is about my
omission to mention the names of Sadiya and Saikhowa in my
statement. The reason for my not making any specific men-
tion to these places in my statement is that my Friend, the
Deputy Minister, had made a statement about flood and erosion
of Saikhowa and Sadiya and there he made specific mentions
about miseries wrought by floods and erosion there.  Therefore,
I did not consider it necessary to make mention of the names
of these two places in my statement. Besides, Sir, my mention
about places should be considered as illustrative only and not
an exhaustive one, but when my Friends take exception to my
Olrlms§1on, I‘ZIVOIH_d like to take this opportunity to assure them
E, at it was definitely not done with a purpose. = As a matter of
act, grievances have not been made by them on the ground of
Irlr?;n%ﬁ;crt:?;% relief, but it was made because of my omission to
il elggf;]]fs Otfl‘ the Rlaccs. I assure them that Govern-
ot T : : e
speeches. 1¢ things they have mentioned in thei
Sir o :
aggricvé dTE)Y dlfﬁCUItY‘ls that some hon. Members may feel
ore. I not making any specific mention of their sugges-
of laxll\gy Friend, Shri Mahendranath Hazarika, wanted remission
i drcvenue, Sir, this is a thing that cannot be decided
aCCOrcIllin. There are certain rules and these things are done
i foo%i o that.. As for example, if certain people cannot
petitions tOC:}?P in certain area, they are required to submit
BDe Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers.
make pro e); Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers will
tion afterpen Survey and on the strength of their recommenda.
AT quiry, remission of land revenue is granted to them,
- gVIng remission of | O SO e
Dibrugarh and ot} of land revenue to somec people of
Sir, this case g] €r areas in the course of last 3 or 4 years. So,
pProcedure as va\:aiob“{ﬂl be considered according to rules and
Vit Sﬁn}g done on previous occasion.
have also given vep r1 Hazarika and Muhammad Umaruddin,
ported by our T. dgr %20(?1 ]iuggestlons and that has also been sup-
. em r 4
while we adopt test relief ; 5 Mrs. Barthakur. They say that
activities on construc: measures, we should not concentrate our
o PR sthulm of roads and buildings and such other
We are goin:g o go ould we not take advantage of this when
cneo e some relief measures to the people and also
ourage some cottage industries by way of test relief measures ?
This is a very ni : A G CHITLCA S
of vagueness y I]tce' suggestion, but it still remains in the region
. 1s not very clear t - then t
thing will be given due 321 oo e e
ng e consideration in due course. I agree

- Awss s SH b
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that the paddy husking scheme may be operated succes;S_fllllY
as has been suggested by my Friend, Shri Umaruddin, It is for
the consideration of the Minister-in-charge of Cottage Indus-
tries to see to it. 1 will cectainly try to help him as Minister-
in-charge of Relief and Rehabilitation. I can assure my Friends
that as a Minister-in-charge of Relief] ete., I will try to help
my colleagues in their respective spheres as far as possible.
Mr. Hazarika also says why we are not taking steps to m-
troduce Boro cultivation ?° He says, “Even if floods cause great
damage to a district, Boro paddy cultivation will not be ham-
pered unlike the Sali crop. Cultivation of Boro paddy will afford

relief to the people affected by flood. These crops can be grown
after the floods subside.*’

: This is a very nice suggestion. Sir,
as a matter of fact, we have been trying to introduce this crop
and we have found very successtul result. For the information of
hon. Members, I should like to say that we are giving 1mpor-
tance to this, and we are having a larger number of pumps n
order to encourage people to grow more Boro crop.

My Friend, Shri Chanoo Ktheria, has put some questions that
there are some reserves in certain localities, and why we are
not throwing open those reserves for the settlement of the flood-
affected people of Majuli ? I have taken note of this and shall

see what can be done in regard to this matter. [ can assure
him that I will examine this matter.

My Friends, Shri Ramesh Barua and Shri Dalbir Singh
Lohar and also Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, have said that
why should we abandon the Rehabilitation Schemes of Dibru-
garh which had been taken

up by the Government? I have taken
note of that, but I cannot say anything off-hand. When I find
that even Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya says that the scheme

shiould not be abandoned as also some of the hon, Members of
Dibrugarh, this matter will be given due consideration, I have
taken note of that. More than that I cannot say off-hand at the

present moment.
Some_- of the hon. Members have alread
to my Friend, Shri Narnarayan Goswami, who was speaking
about Pahumara River. OFf course, I have taken note of that.
That scheme will be considered in due course. But this is a
small thing, and whether we shall be able to solve the problem
of Assam as a whole by taking up the scheme, However, this
course.

will be examined in due
Shri Hem Chandra Hazarika of North Lakhim-

My Friend,
pur has said that there are large number of tea gardens where-
can be made available. I am very

y given replies

from vast areas of land
glad to take a note of it,
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My Friend, from the Garo Hills also has given some sugges-
tions. . He has said that he needs more power-pum p_sAm: h;s
district. I can assure him that the Minister-in-charge (gl_ gricul-
ture will try to see if some more power-pumps can b(.: given there.
He also urges that there should be more co-opcrative credit
societies in the Phulbari area. This question will be cxa'mlned
by the Co-operative Deparf:mcqt. _ At present about Rs. 38,(-)00
has been sanctioned for this district for the purposc of running
the Co-operative Credit Societies, and this amount has been
found to be quite inadequate to give relief to the people of
Garo Hills (Phulbari). He has said that Government should
give a few thousand more for the purpose. I will see to it.
Probably, it will not be very difficult to fulfil their desire.

As far as Rabi crop is concerned, we have taken steps to
distribute seeds amongst the people to enable them to grow
this crop just to tide over the difficulties.

Sir, I could mnot exactly understand why my Friend, Shri
Khakhlari, has made some insinuations against the Delhi officers,
saying that they have not come to Assam with the purpose of
h?lpmg our people. He says that they have come out of fear.
Sir, I say that they have come here out of love. It will be
doing injustice to level these charges against those oflicers who
SR oomeito sorve: the people of Assam. I say on the floor
Ofilthis House that these distinguished engineers and officers
Lverg :Vall:ﬁ come to Assam, not out of fear, but they are coming
of statem atsp.lrlt of love and service to the people. 1 hat kind
stand ﬁn 15 not at all justified and I have failed to under-
what fw y the hon. Member has said like that. After all
fear |1 G ‘tl}ey can have that they have come to Assam for

r: This kind of talk only serves to antagonise people against

us. It does more harm than good. I am really sorry for such
Statement, ‘

Sir, T feel T have done justice to all the important points ;
0E1C0urs(:, there are some minor points left untouched ; but I
\qﬂ 1 €xamme them according to the wishes of the Members.
S points are concerned, I have tried my best to
rf:pl}f to them. With these words, I beg to close my observations.

Jai Hind.

pre——— | .
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Statement by the Minister of Cottage Industries, etc.,
about his experiences during his recent visit to
China and Japan

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY (Minister) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to you for giving me an oppor-
tunity to place before this House a few observations on the
experiences I had in my last tour in China and Japan.

The country of Japan consists of four main Islands with an
area of 147,000 square miles, roughly with a population of
8,30,00,000 of people, according to 1951 Census, The density of
population is 565 per square mile. Forests occupy 60 per cent. of
the total arca. Only 14 per cent. of the total land area are
available for cultivation. According to the World Agriculture
Census of 1950, 1,52 92 627 acres are used f

: or agriculture in
Japan. Out of this area 1,22,18,565 acres or 81'5 per cent. is
used for plantation of plant crops and the remaining area con-

sists of grass-land, farm house sites and miscellaneous uses for
agriculture. In mountain districts steep slopes, sometimes as
steep as 30 degrees are also cultivated. Irrigated paddy fields
occupy 56.5 per cent. of cultivable land. On account of the
varied nature of topography of the country, many kinds of crops
such as rice, wheat, barley, beans, sweet Potatoes, vegetables,
fruits, mulberry , tea, etc., are grown. Almost every,plot of land
which can be made into irrigated paddy field is utilised for
cultivation of rice. Rainfall in Japan is abundant. There are
frequent showers throughout the year. The average annual
rainfall varies from 50 to 100 inches from place to place. To go
round the country and to see things in their proper perspective,
one month’s time, which was at our disposal for touring  in
Japan, was surely too small a period and therefore we had to cut
from our itinerary many Important cities and prefectures and

had to select for the purpose of our visit the central, south and
south-west parts of the country fr

; om Tokyo on one end to
Nagasaki on the other. We tried to have some idea about the
home and small scale industries of Japan. We also tried to
appreciate the village organisations and the method of agricul-
ture of the country. In visiting the home and small industry
centres, we had in our mind particularly those industries which
might have some scope of development ‘in our State and accor-
dingly we laid special stress on seein

g mulberry silk, bamboo,
" cane, wood, straw and hand-paper making industries though

wherever opportunity occurred we did not hesitate to visit other
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tries, hydro-electric pro-
ols and universities and

In visiting all these we
nts both National

industries including a few major indus
jects, live-stock and poultry farms, scho
other institutions that we came across.
received full co-operation from the Governme :
and Prefectural. Itis the Japanese Government which p_reparcd
our itinerary in Japan. The Prefectural Governments of Tokyo,
Saitama, Nagane, Aichi, Kyote, Osaka, Hiroshima and Nagasaki
were informed by the Central Government of Japan to render
us all probable facilities during our visits to those Prefectures in
pursuance of our object, and accordingly the Prefectural
Governments concerned gave us all facilities.

Agriculture

terist?:tgg?lely intensive cultivation is the outstanding charac-
per hectre ic‘{fpanesﬁ agricultural practice. The }ilcld of rice
oriental Colfnt U30 kilograms which is the highest figure among
Australia, B nes and surpassed only by Spain, Italy and
twice as liiO'h ot Yle!d on ordinary land is quite often more than
very high °Th‘.as this average figure. The yield of wheat 1s not
Umidity. Wh}sﬁs due to climatic condition specially the high
he climaticlc Fav_oprs paddy but is adverse to wheat.
Potato byt f condition of Japan is unfavourable for white
avourable for sweet potato. Japan produces
fove t%ent. of her requirements in agriculture
e . e bent on increasing the average
Crops.  During the last 60 years they are
$ and experiments as to how to improve the
the crops and consequently they have been able
eenyalte)lld of crops from 50 to 136 per cent. They
nd ey le to ﬁpd_ out after due rescarch, some cold
Northernmost 1 Iry varieties of rice for cultivation in the
temperatue g 2.2;“‘1 of Hokkaido where the annual average
fertilizer is a.noth centigrade. The standard application of
ance input of hu €r reason for increased yield. The abund-
high  yield of Man labour is yet another reason for getting
each plot Oflandrlcé in Japan. Owing to the smallness of
is beyond concepg the use ofmachine for farring operations
cattle even is Ption, and in considerable areas the use of
Hokkaido no hpreve.“ted- Excepting in the Island of
: where in the country of Japan agricultural
operations are practised b :
: ‘ y mechanised tools. However;
machinery is used for thrashing paddy and about 80 per cent.
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of the thrashing is performed by either electric or oil engine
machines. Wherever any power ploughs are used they are
of small size and are about 3 to 5 horse power in strength.
Barley and wheat are the important winter' crops of Japan,
corn, oat, rye and millet are also cultivated but the area
covered by these crops is small and hardly 43 per cent.
of total agricultural area. Sweet potato is an important
upland crop in Japan. When Japan suffered from serious
shortage of food during the last war and early post-war years,
the cultivation of sweet potato, because of its high caloric
value, played an important role in the solution of the food
problem. Experiments are being carried on for its extensive
breeding. ~White potato is not generally grown in Japan
except in Hokkaido Island. Soya bean is an important food
for the Japanese. Almost all ] apancse people eat soya bean every
day in the from of soya bean paste or sauce. Japan is not
self-suficient in soya bean, soya bean also serve as a principal
summer green manure in_ Japan. Varieties of fraits and
vegetables are grown in  Japan. Apples, citrus, peaches,
pears, chest-nuts, persimmons and cherries gare principal
among them._ On _account of shortage of cultivable land
in Japan, fruit growing 1s generally confined to slope-land.
Nagano Prefecture is the main centre of fruit cultivation,
All kinds=of vegetables are grown in abundance in Japan.
Green tea, Wwhich is the universal drink of Japan, is
sufficiently grown in Japan. Green 1{eca is also expc;rted.
Japan is self-sufficient in tobacco. Rape and sesame seeds
are important sources of edible oils n Japan and they
are grown almost all over the country in winter on paddy
fields. Fibre crops are not grown Very much in Japan.
The cultivation of  sugarcane is almost negligible
and Japan has to depend upon other countries for her
domestic sugar supply. Mat grasses of different varieties
are grown in some parts of Japan and these are exported to
different countries after being processed into mats of various

sizes and designs. Kazo and Mitsumata are used in manu-
facture of hand-made paper for export as well as domestic
use,

Live-Stock
Live-stock industry in Japan is greatly handicapped
by the lack of land for production of food. ¥ el

. L In a densely
populated country like Japan all available cultiv

. able lands are
to b¢ confined to production of human food rather than



2620 STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF [28TH OecT.
COTTAGE INDUSTRIES, ETC., ABOUT HIS
EXPERIENCES DURING HIS VISIT TO
CHINA AND JAPAN

animal food. 'The Japanese farmers keep only one or tweo
animals of one kind. Open air grazing, except in the Island of
Hokkaido, is almost unknown in Japan. All animals are stall
fed throughout the year. Stall feeding of animals benefits the
cultivators in regard to conservation of manure. People plough
generally with one animal, either a horse or a bullock or a cow.
The common breeds of draught cattle and horses are from
Korean stocks and they are big in size. They require more
feed _for their mainterance. To economise the cost of feed,
CXperiments are being carried on to dwarf the size of the
draught animals, both horses and cattle, so that they can
live on small quantities of feed. An attempt is going on to elj-
IIninate the use of horses from ploughing in Japan except in the
eigﬂd of Hokkaido. The use of horse has been found to be un-
- caftrlmc as the fc_)dder it consumes is more than that of a head
Ze €. The hide of a horse when dead connot be used for
caznol::;m}?ose and a horse when it becomes old and useless
s ¢ used for meat also. Some Japanese people of
] of'bl'ls'e horse meat _with soya bean paste during the
e ae Iting  cold but it is only on rare occasions. The
ey vhcattle, when dead, can be used for leather goods
sty fg:an old, the meat can be used as beef. ‘There are
quality brrr;ers who are specialists in fattening. cattle for
or dui eed. Japanese peopledid not pay much attention
past th? d?velopment- untll- recentIY.. Till about 25 years
e onld not relish milk or milk products, but the
attempt ng vf these is now daily increasing. There is an
of dairy Cattlto develoR dairy farms and to improve the breed
V€. Practically all dairy cattle are of Holstain

aged. Al:ﬁas:heep and goat rearing is also being encour-
Poultry Fa all farmers raise chicken.  Commercial

'MS generally near big cities, are common.

! Sericulture

worlgépalﬁeﬁi by far the largest silk producer in the
e anLl Yl rl;e the last war cocoon was next to rice, the
B dp ant crop of Japanese farmers. During the last war

ustry received g, great setback as the lands covered by
mulberry plants wepe used for raising food crops. After
the war attempts are being carried on for improvement
of Sermu_]ture to the post-war level despite competitiong
from artificial silk like Nylon and Rayon. Experiments are
carried on for use of the waste products such as the residue
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of the mulberry leaves, mulberry twigs,

pupa of the cocoon
and the excreta of the worms.

Land Reforms

Agriculture has received great encouragement after
the war owing to drastic land reform  policy having
been adopted. Reclamation and land improvement are
always a necessity for Japan to feed her daily increasing
population.  Reclamation projects, therefore, for employ-
ment of demobilised soldiers, unemployed urban workers and

repatriates from Japan’s lost posscsion  like Formosa, Korea,
Manchuria, etc, are being undertaken.

Home Industries

In spite of all attempts being made in
a Japanese farmer can earn orly 60 per ¢
daily " requirements or necessities of
Therefore, to meet this extra cost of his requirements, he has
Invariably to look for some other occupation. Handicrafts
and small industries provide the agriculturists and peasants
with certain opportunities in this behalf. People who become
surplus for agricultural operation in a farmer’s family generally
seeck employment in the big industries and they generally
migrate to their nearby cities for employment. During the
last war all the big industries of Japan were almost shattered
to pieces due to heavy aerial bombings from the side of their
adversaries. An all-out attempt is  remarkably visible
through Japan. among all sections of people to build their
country, more particularly to regain their lost industrial glory.
In pursuance of this goal, attempts are being made with great
success to reshape the industries in perfect order. In pre-

war days Japanese people employed labour at a cheaper
rate as the cost of living in Japan was by far the less com-
pared to other industrial countries of the world.  They also
could manufacture the mother plants at lower cost and instal-

‘lation of factories therefore cost them less than other countries.
After the war with incoming of the American influence to the
arena of Japanese social and economic life, the cost of living
has gone much higher up and having been compelled to
import machineries or parts of their damaged machineries to
bring them to working order from countries abroad for which
they are to pay higher price, the Japanese people have found
it greatly difficult at the present moment to compete in the
industrial field with other countries of the world. The loss of

Agriculture,
ent. of his
life from farming,
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the colonies of Japan specially the loss of Korea, Manchuria
and Formosa hastold very heavily on the national economy
of Japan. In Manchuria a good many Japanese industrialists 1ns-
talled heavy plants for manufacture of different kinds of machine-
ries and goods. They also used to get from this part supply of
raw materials, such as petrol, iron and steel. After Japan's
surrender in the war in 1945, they had to give up their rights
to Manchuria and repatriate their people from Manchuria.
The loss of Formosa and Korea has deprived the Japanese
from many of their daily necessities of life and foodstufl’ and
has compelled them to bear the brunt of heavy pressure of
unemployment on their meagre resources. Japancse people by
their character is not a nation to give way tO difficulties and
hardship and consequently they are doing their utmost with
all amount of their energy, strength, intelligence, thorougness
and sincerity to exploit whatever they can in the circumstances.
Therefore, inspite of all difficulties they arc looking up_and
before long they will be able to recoup their lost position.
In the field of small and home industries also similar attempts
are avajlable. As has already been mentioned above the silk
industry in Japan, which is practised almost by every household,
has already shown marked improvement and the production
which went below during the last war is coming up year
after year and very' soon it will reach its pre-war level.
~ In every houschold in the villages the farmers are engaged
in some kind or other small scale industries. In some houses
there is something like a domestic factory where all the
inmates of the family are engaged in the trade. In some
domestic factories people from its neighbourhood are also
employed. There are certain factories also in the village
which are run on co-operative basis. In such industries small
Ea;hmerles run by electricity are employed. In_cvery house
el ;li’gftl there is provision for electric lights. The cost of
They paY 0ls1 very small as compared to our country.
(75 yem?o i 10 "yens per upit in the average for clectricity
g bambor:)e ndian Rupee¢). The main industries so practised
de paper WC’)ngne works, straw ropes and mat making, handma-
lacquer works craft, ceramics and porcelam, doll and tOYmalimg’
R egl From bamboo different kinds of" articles
e andrel'.' Splitting, removing and shaving, Sll.ttlng
‘ slicing are all done mostly by machines either
poWer-drl.ven or hand-driven. Bamboo blind making, bam-
boo fishing trap, bamboo polishing, bamboo and rattan

&
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mat making are all done generally by machines either power-
driven or hand-driven. Machines are also used for bending
the edge of round baskets and also square baskets. The use
of machines makes the operation easy and simple and
people with little experience can easily operate and process
bamboos to the required dimensions. ~Even a young girl can
easily carry on the processing work, The use of machine is
also responsible for the speed of the work and also smooth
finishing. At times it has also been found to be economical.
Some machines are very simple and strong-built and free
from any danger in operation. The goods generally are
baskets, screens, curtains, umbrellas, ply-woods, mosaics, fans,
etc., and such other varieties of excellent specimen of Japanese
handicrafts. The basket making industry thrived mo stiy during
the war. We visited a village named Sebe near Ichinomiya city
25 miles away from Nagoya. All the villagers of this village
are engaged in bamboo basket making. The agriculturists
when they are free from farm duties, make these baskets. The
baskets are used by local people for drying rice and during the
war they supplied these - baskets to " the Japanese Navy in
thousands. Every man can produce two baskets a day and
the price of each basketis 180 yens in the average, the cost
of materials  being 80 yens. The net income comes to
Rs. 1-12-0 per day. We visited a bamboo factory at Shiroyama-
machi near Nagoya city, in the Aichi prefecture. ~ This
factory makes only bird cages from bamboo with the help of ma-
chinery run by electricity, These cages have very good market
in America. The price of each cage varies from 350 yens to 800
yens and the profit per cage comes to about two rupees,
Screens and curtains are also done with the help of machi-
neries. They have markets all over the world and bring
a good living to the artisans. Bamboo umbrellas are common
in Japan. Bamboo umbrella making industry  employs
persons engaged in both bamboo and hand-paper making
industries. Fans made from bamboo are Very common. in
Japan. They are of different kinds and varieties. Bamboo
furniture such -as sofa sets, chairs, tables, etc., are also not
uncommon. Button making from bamboos is  also a good
paying industry. Bamboo ply-wood and ®mosaic produce
different luxury goods, such as radio cabinets, tea trays, fruit
plates, etc. They may also be used for the purpose of making

beautiful and artistic ceiling. Bamboo shoots and sheaths are
also used for making something or other.
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are manufactured
are some of them.
sece the use of gal-

~ From wood, different kinds of things
besides furniture. Toys, trays, bowls, cups
In Japan as well asin China we did not }
vanised iron buckets as in our count jverything that is

Bec: e ountry. YERE

carried in galvanised iron buckets in our country is carried in
wooden puckel's both in Clhin_a and Japan. People carry water,
food-grins, manures including night-soil in these buckets and
carry them on their shoulders. In making these goods peo-
ptlle generally use cedar wood or such other soft woods. Ano-
;neg ji:tznswel use of timber was visible to us both in China

. Iiln. n our country, more particularly in our State, all
telegraph, telephone and electric poles are made of steel.  But
j1{n tl;lese two countries hardly a sficld pole was visible to us
n these tw i T '
o Japa?lci:;)us?:nes 90 per cent. of these poles are from
g fey have got sufficient amount of timber
her total land e,lrea O'Ii?tslt a?:a 2 Japan being 60 per cent. i
they have utilised ;')ne Ofertehoye, Riusmng. mbet o

eir own natural resources.

Padd

of differeg,t :lrﬁlrf 2 af{l d .'?aﬂey straws are used for production

_mentioned aboi;egsg% utl‘hty and luxury. As has already been
by power machines per cent. of the thrashing in Japan is done

straws: in unbroken and by doing so the farmers get their

for making bags and condition. Paddy straws are mostly used

is almost negligib] ropes. In Japan the production of Jute

‘and paper ba.g% ine. ]Ther?’for e, the Japanese people use straw
bags for packing Place of gunny bags. They also use straw

straw  bags being EE?OSGS. In China also we haye seen the

dykes as sand and sto:]: SXte“SIVely in the construction of river

are used for very ma‘; ags. The ropes made of paddy straws

neries and other com Y purposes including packing of machi-

straw also beautiful dmodltles for transport. Out of paddy

every dwelling 'h0useoublf: floor mats are woven. In Japan

purpose wheat and ad&aossessﬁs floor mattings, and for the
also have export nlalgsets % Sg‘raws are mostly used. These mats
fancy and luxury good' rom barley straws various beautiful
and vanity bags, and 'S are woven. Beautiful hand _bags
made paper is u’%eg | beautiful hats are some of them. Hands
i bortrlllOS:[ extensively in Japan. In japan the
hnve o 15Tt Godhia e andlthevillages, - peoplg
and the x';vindo%\fs( O\?vritl?ngqrmnﬁoc‘f& They cover the doors

j and-made p; :

as Japanese paper. We visited ap'iper commonly LnowP
village named Ogowa
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and also some other villages in the Saitama Prefecture. In
these villages almost cvery home manufactures paper. In some
houses pulp-making is done with the help of electrical power,
In Ogawa there is a medium sized paper mill named as Saita-

ma Prefectural Ogawa Institute of Paper Industries, They
have two sections in that mill.

One section is run by hand
and the other section by power. The former one is run by
hand and the other section by power. The former one is
meant for manufacture of Japanese Paper. They use barks
of mulberry, Kozo and Mitsumata trees. A small machine
run by electricity is used for making the pulps, and other
operations are done by hands. They have five boxes in this
mill and each box produces one ton  of paper per month.
The total investment in this section comes to 80,00,000 yens
(Rupees one lakh approximately). The other section js pure-
ly run by power. They generally use waste paper for pulp
and produce coloured paper firs {or packing in this section.
In that section they - have invested 1,20,00,0:0 vens (Rupees
one and half lakhs approximately) and the monthly pro-
duction is 100 tons. The ployed 26 persons
including 6 girls. The average profit they earneq from this
mill, as reported to us after consultation with the last balance
sheet, was 10 per cent per year. We jl50 visited several
vocational institutions where students are trained in hand-
made paper making.

f ]
(=)
L)
(&)

Potteries are practised
in Japan. The large scale
of high quality. We were
ones. We made some surve
tories. We visited several suc

both in large scale and small scale
pottery industrieg Produce articles
DOt 1nterested in the big scale
Y on the domestic pottery fac-
e vis ‘ h factories. QOpg was in Higashi
Oji in Higashiyamaken near the Clty ol Ry giel Sy cas do-
mestic factory., The proprictor is Mr., Gorosake Asami, He is
a graduate of Kyote Un1ver§1ty with a Post—graduate trafning in
Applied Science of Ceram1qs. He told yus that for the last four
eleiions covering a period of more than hundred years
they are having this ndustry continually,  Himself’ his
younger brother,_ his mother, his sister and his young’ wife
all work in this industry. E

They have also loyed three
other persons from their neighbourhood. Thee;n (:II)o g\ferything

inside the house and everythipg by hand. We were shown round
the factory and were exp!amed. about the different processes,
They make artistic ceramic articles. This family earns about
Rs.2,000 per month from this factory_
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We also saw lacquer works factorics, tOI‘LO}TC -‘;1“9,” f:“c' 1
tories, oil expelling factory, 1rice gil]5 Woo I s‘,l‘)mmng
mills. knitting mills, brick tile making factories, gl‘w? Wfi}rs
factories, poultry and fish farms, etc. We also .v1.‘>llf,_( a ctd
doll and toy making institutes. Dolls and toys pLE w’-lyt 'tgcl)l(z\.s
paying industries in Japan, and at the prcscmlnw.ﬂ.l(jf],.,l. are
been used as a dollar-earner. The girls and .’I(Jllf"‘u“i“"f’ ;u'c
generally engaged in this trade, though nowadays boys
also ’Is‘teadil!ly being attracted to it.

he whole secret of development : e i
in Japan is the artistic skill pDiI‘I‘ercnt industrics ccuc;aptigﬁs
tised by different persons or group of persons Iorlgtll,‘ o~
together, and they in this course have developed 2 SPe
technique for these industries. Different villages OI gl-(?]up
of villages are apt to different industries according to aval a-
bility of raw materials and knack which has developed from
sometime past.

What has been possible in Japan for
cottage and small scale industries, even all :
now prevalent in Japan being satisfied, may not be possible
here in Assam. Tt is the local genius that is counted most,
and vnless we create conditions to appeal tO that genius
these things cannot thrive in our soil. We have Our cottage,
industries in Assam. Many of these industries arc¢ Cogﬁngd
to a particular caste of people or to a village oF to a family
and as the present generation is not prepared 1O undergo
the hard labour involved in these industries and also the
products being not upto the standard to attract the modern
taste of the people, these industries are gradually deteriorating
and have reached almost a dying stage, unless SOMC serious
attempts are made these industries may not exist long.

of the cottage industry

development of
the conditions

Co-operatives.

In the year 1900 the first Agricultural Co-operative law
was enacted in Japan. Now co-operatives have been orga-
nised practically in all rural villages and towns in Japan.
E_lvcrY village or town in Japan has one or morc CO-OpCEa-
tive for marketing of various crops, purchasing for supplies
and }}ousehold goods, processing members’ products and also
receiving .deposﬂs oM o dvancing loans o
them. Village or local co-operatives arc federated on sub-
prefectural or prefectural level. As all farmers in Japan are
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members of one or more co-operatives, the business volume of
the co-operatives is large. Japanese farmers depend mostly

1pon - co-operatives for short term credit and Government
leans for long term credit.

All articles produced by village artisans find ready market
in their respective village co-operatives. The co-operatives also
supply the artisans with designs of various articles, They also

X the number of different articles the artisans are to pro-
duce. All artisans carry their production to_the co-operative
for sale weekly once. ~The artisan agriculturists sel] their
goods and also purchase thejr requirements incly :
materials for his industry, cattle and chicken feed fertilizer,
and in the case of any balance that remains, he deposits with
the co-operative. The village co-operatives also independently
'in some factories such as rice and flour mills | paper mills
and hydro-electric projects. In these societies about 20 to 30
persons are employed, the majority of whom are girls.

ding raw

Village Administrative Organisationg

While visiting these industries in the vill
took the opportunity to study the v
ganisations of Japan. In Japan every village or g group of
villages in case of smaller villages has got a village™ council
for the administration of the village. The Japanese equiva-
ant of the village council is ““Sonkaj’. € visited severa]
villages and also enquired

1 about the organisations of their res-
pective Sonkais.  Nishit

amamura village with g Population
of 9,200 is one of them. The Sonkai of Nishitam 3

. amura village
somprises of 22 members elected on adult franchise basis.

¢y are clected for four years, The council decides on a]
Constructive activities mncluding w

i ater supply, industrial de-
velopment and other municipal matters.

C 1€ council elects
2 Head for exccution of the work.  The Heaq ig called
Sancho. The Sancho may or

C ; ; ; 4 member of the
onkai and he is responsible for €xecution of all the decisions
of the Sonkai. The Sancho takes two other persong to assist

him for execution of his duties. One is called Joyaku mean-
ing Deputy Sancho and the other is called Shunyujaku who
18 in-charge of Finance and Revenue. These three together

constitute the village office. The following are the sources of
the revenue of the village council.

. ages we also
illage administrative op-
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1. Viliagers Tax—18 per cent. assessed on income-tax. This
tax is levied on villagers paying income-tax. Lvery villager
is to pay 18 per cent. of the income-tax they pay to the
Government as villagers’ tax. This tax forms 60 per cent. of
the total income of the Somnkai.

2. Per Capital Tax (Ninto Zei). Every villager male or
female above 20 years of age must pay a tax of 40U yens per
year to the Sonkai. 25 per cent. of this tax goes to the
District Union of which the Sonkai is a part as contribution.
‘ 3. Fixed Assets Tax (Kotci Shisan Zeij.—Lvery household
15 assessed to pay a tax on his immovable properties and the
rateis determined by the village officer.

4. Tax on bicycles, dogs, carts, etc.—1This constitutes
only 10 per cent. of the total income of the Sonkai.

~The District Union of Village Councils is responsible for
dralnage,‘ sanitation, etc. The village has got one clinic with
one physician and a surgeon. It has a six-bedded hospital,
Irrigation is the responsibility of the village council.

We also visited several hydro-electric projects, among them
two were run by village co-operatives, one gencrating 55CKWT
and .the other generating 250KW'T. They supply electricity
for llgh_tmg and cottage industries and also run by them-
selves ricc and flour mills, saw mills and paper mills for
Cﬁnsumptlon of the surplus power and it was repotted 1o us
;nat they were earning good profits besides giving employ-

ent to 200 persons in each case. One of them also Sup-

plied irrigation water for terrace cultivation in its neigh-
bourhood, '

. We also visited a few tourists centres. Hakone ang
wig’la_]ll{lq. are two of them. These cetres arc over-crowded
i) lenzilsltolrs'at all times. Teachers of schools of different
theng I(EIS kead their students to these centres CVCTy DOW and
steam S Spe has a big lake about 25 sq. miles in area. SiX big

erries p:ovide pleasure trips in the lake. Innumerable
motor launches, and out-boarded engined boats are availa~
ble for pleasure ride. Boats are also available for hire op
rowing. Hotels, restaurants and refreshment rooms of diffe.
rent prices and tastes are around. Miyajima is a small hillock
overhanging the inland sea. Thereis an old Shrine and a
Buddhist Pagoda. The Shrine maintains curios as old as 1,000
years. There are deers and other beasts and birds maintained
in 'fhelr natural condition in the hills, Every temple and
shrine in Japan, the old feudal castles, the old Imperial
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palaces are developed as tourists centres,

tions are always crowded with people mostly by students
led by their respective teachers. Foreigners also go to these
Places very frequently and in good number, but the bulk of
visitors are local people. It is part of the routine with every

Japanese people to go for week-end to one or other of these
centres.

and these institu-

In all fields of activities, indoor
women work side by side with men.
work. "The women of Japan are ver
ful bucket loads of manure and w
fields and other pl

and outdoor, Japanese
There is no sex bar in any
y hardworking. They carry
ater and other things to their
aces on their shoulders from a long distanse.

In the factories also they work cqually with men. There
are women engineers, technicians and foremen in the facto-
ris. In the silk reeling, throwing and weaving factories
girls predominate. In the hotels and inns almost all the
cmployees are girls.  The girls are polite, hospitable and
fascinating. They can make foreingers by their behaviour their
own within a very short time.

(The Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair at this stage
the Speaker having left the Chamber). A

The villages of Japan are very neat and clean. The
village roads are very narrow. At Places it is difficult for
two cars to cross. The reason for the narrowness is that
cvery available inch of land they use in growing crops. From
the edge of the roads there is cultivation On the Railway
fines also from the edge of the railway sleepers all lands
available are brought to cultivation.

In every house in a village there is a smal] orchard of
pear, peach and apple trees, ordinarily it hag a small vege-
table garden and a few flower bushes. Every household rears a
few chicken and some also have pigs. Every: houselbinag.
sense is almost self-sufficient.

Every village has a primary School. Education  for -nine
years to all boys and girls of Japan is compulsory. The
Primary school buildings are magnificent, They are generally
two-storeyed and they are almost of type plan. The e;rolmcnt
1s very high. One of the schools we visited h

S0l C ad 1,500 students—
boys and girls in the roll with fifty teachers-—26 males and 24
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females. Thirty-eight of them were trained. The students

have their midday meal in the school and for that every boy
and girl is to pay 100 yens a month. We saw the boys
taking physical exercises under the scorching mid-day sun, bare
bodied. We were told that it was their usual practice
The boys having been under the sun are exposed to ulira viokt
rays and by being exposed to sun for a longer time they increase

their power of endurance, making them fit for bard labaur.
The teachers and students

with a ceremony they presented us a paintir : f
. us a painting donec by oneo

the boys of the SChool?f P P 8 )
5 T%Ielre are hospitals run by Co-operatives for groups of villa-
ini;]- S keyhare well equipped. ‘We visited several village hospitals
a<u hospital was one of them. In that hospital researches

are being carri : -
ed on a he S armer pea-
sants. The s to the common diseases of farmer pe

theatre, We ospital “has about 600 beds with an operation
attractive Thwent-roul}d the hospital. It was quite nice and
The cause of he main disease was dysentry due to hook worm.
in farming ook worm was due to raw night soil being used
prevent it b gperatu_)ns, _Propa_ga'nda has been riizumchecl to
nurses and s}iiaﬁ?nver.tmg night soil into composts. The doctors,
o abrecewcd_us most cordially and they spoke very
cultural a ffjnj out India and Assam. " They reiterated the
Pleasant ope Y Japan is having with India. The occasion wasa

)aban lost t ! . o :
and indystrieg Ivlf last War. Tt has lost its Empire.  The city

Atom  bomy €re razed to the ground by aerial bombs,
Nagasaki cii‘ almost effaced out of existence Hiroshima and
unbroken, o' . Butspirit of the Japanese people are still
Manufactyreq 5 \11131th Nagoya where the Zero type planes were
but it hag com 1 1€ city of Nagoya was levelled to the ground—.
was deStroyedpetely been reconstructed. The city of Osaka
Ut we founq Y bombs.  All the industries were destroyed.

he  towerin N0 trace of destruction in it cj,nywhgre.

ble spirit of thg Chlm“(“YS bear testimony of the indomita-
ad been, we Saw%panese people. Everywhere wherever we

their country N the people a firm determination to build
hundred ang 0.ne T.he}’ might, differ from ecach other on
is their country mpolms but they are one in one point, and thay
Japan should rise 0 great and prosperous. They want that
must be regaifleélp 4gain and what they have lost in the war
horrible me - In Hiroshima and Nagasaki except the
mory of Atom bombs in the minds of the people

welcomed us most cordially and 3

™ /e
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almost nothing can be traced out about the destruction caused
by Atom Bombs. We visited the Nagasaki Ship Building Yard
where the World’s biggest 60,000 ton battleship was built. The
workers there still feel that they are capable of building many
more battleships of that magnitude even now.

Japan was a great country and Japanese people were a great
nation. They are bound to be great again and signs were visible
everywhere.

The Government of Japan, both National and Prefectural.
rendered us all facilities including transport in many cases in
furtherance of our tour. We are surely grateful to them. We
were overwhelmed with the hospitality of Japan. Wheréver we
had been we were treated by the people most kindly. In visit-
ing villages we were received by big crowds both males and
females, boys and girls. In many villages old men and women
above 80 years of age showered blessings on us. The newspaper
men also took keen interest in our movements and helped us in

all possible manner. Many industrialists and institutions have
promised us all possible help for development of cottage indus-
tries in Assam.

From Japan with the permission of our Chief Minister we
proceeded to pay a brief visit to China. I was received by the
Government of China as a State Guest. Geographically China
15 quite contiguous to India with a common border of more than
one thousand miles.

. . The main purpose of our visit was to see
how this country with a population of 60 00,00,000 of people and
with an area ol 1,90,00,000 square miles

. ),0 ! 15 combating against
flood and pestilence, illiteracy and ignorance, starvation and
nakedness and above all how st

- 1¢ was marching forward towards
industrialisation, The history

ustrialis ’ _ his of China from the very
beginning is.the history of strifes and battles and hi-tory of rival-
ries and quarrels between one dynesty

and other and between one

party and another. China has manpower next to Nona:

world. She has got vast material resources and :f properly

harnessed it is almost certain that Cthina can be beaten only by
a few. We read in history that

We ) in the 3rd centry B. C.
Emperor Hsih Huang-Ti constructed the great Chinese Wall
out of the blood and sweat of countless Chinese labourers. The
construction of the 1,800 miles long Wall man;fests unique mobili-
sation of manpower in the country even in those days. The Wall
was constructed to protect China from the constant raids of the
barbarians. Efforts to mobilise ma

. npower is being made now
under the new regime to combat against all evils China had been
suffering from.
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In every sphere of Chinas life one can see a necw enthu-
siasm, a new vigour, a new drive and above all a new sense of
patriotism. Pre-1949 China was tired of war and factions. The
Japanese occupation of almost the whole of the country was too
bitter an experience for the Chinese pecople. The weak Kuomin-
tang rule added to the miseries of the mass people. 'This was
another cause of bitterness that swayed the people of the country.
Naturally the victory of the Revolution for the liberation of
China from the grip of the foreigners as well as from the hands
of the greedy landlords and warmongers was hailed by the people
with great satisfaction. The Leaders of the Revolution headed
by Chairman, Mao-Tse-Tung, could very well understand this
psychology of the people and as soon as power came tO the
hands of the revolutionaries they started measures to improve the
cconomic condition of the peasants and workers and for more
production in the country, ‘They also started measures to
ltmpr()ve the living condition of the workers in the factories and

0 enthuse them for greater out turn in the factories. They also

took up effecti .
ctive measur is illit and ignorance
from the country es to banish illiteracy e g

In pursuance of these ideals a bold land reform policy

was decreed . Landlordism was abolished and all lands inciud-

g draught anj :
animals i : e rains, and
surplus houses , farm implements, surplus g ;

taken oyer ancllnlthe countryside owned by the Jandlords were
buted amop th e and.Propertics thus available were chst_u-
basis. Restr% 1€ people including the landlords on per capita

ctions were also put on the holding of rich and

middle peasang
ants, ) . :
heels of exp]OitaLigIl)easamS who were so long groaning under the

own holdings. Thl'OF the landlords become masters of their
Mutual Aid Tcammiz&eqthusmsm therefore knows no bounds.
Collective Farms S, Agricultural Producers’ Co-operatives and
village i3 marchn Hoocing gradually developed and every

! 8 ahead towards progress and prosperity. ‘The

Mutual Aid Teg
Ay s ms i
training in the Wo;k:a;)ve labour. © People after recciving due

benefits out of them, f the Mutual Aid Teams and deriving
i _Voluntarily form into Co-operatives and

of cach invidual farperS. (2MS, when the day to day problem
village as a whole e be.c‘?mes the collective responsibility of the
AT et ¢ visited a few places according to the
prog 5 ranged. People in those areas are having their
S, CI vallages el collective basis. Clommon stables for
horses, mules and donkeys, common barns, common Ppig-pens
and common  poultry sheds were not uncommon there.  The
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activities have been so moulded that people now feel confident
that something permanently good has surely come to them,
though their condition at the present moment may not be as
satisfactory. People still groan under poverty and shortage of
food in certain places. Many of them do not have sufficient
clothes to protect themselves from the biting Mongolian wind.
But they believe that this was only passing phase and bright future
awaits them as the country develops economically, culturally and
socially. They are doing their best for increased production with
great satisfaction and contentment to do away with their poverty
and increase the wealth of the country.
In every village there is a village administr
the People’s Village Government.
with members elected on the basis of universal adult franchise.
Every Council has a Chairman, a Vice.-Chairman and a Secre-
tary. The Counciis get subsidy from Government, and also
raise funds from the people themselves to run their affairs.
China ecven now is not very much developed industrially
The workers in the industries till 1949 were treated as the chattels
of  the industrialists. The FEastern coastal part of China for
eleven years till 1945 was under the Japanese occupation.
Whatever industries China had in the past thrived only in
nerth-eastern parts of China and the Japanese took up cach
one of them and marshalled them for their own benefit and for
helping Japan i hcr_ war cflorts against China and other
countries of the East.  The treatment meted out to the Chinese
workers and labourers was reported to be not satistactory. Their
service was insecure and amenities of life they had ’

. very little or
none. ‘There was no proper arrangement for their medical
treament or educational facilities for their children. Con-

sequently they almost felt frustrated and worked only with a

view to keep themselves somehow going on with their life
without putting any heart in their 1

] : : vork.  After surrender of
Japan in the last War, things did not Improve owing to ineflici-
ency and corruption so prevalent in the Kuomintang regime as

I was told. People labouring under such helpless condition saw
a bright ray of hope in the Liberation of 1949,  Their hopes
have now been gradually realised and now theirs is the
most important voice in the administration of the country. New
dormitories for workers are springing up daily around every
factory and mill.  Old mud  houses are being replaced by
massive buildings.  Their Pay scale also has improved and it
is scaling up higher along with experience and increase in

- ative council called
I'hese Councils are constituted



2634 STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF [28TH Oct.

COTTAGE INDUSTRIES, ETC., ABOUT HIS
EXPERIENCES DURING HIS VISIT TO
CHINA AND JAPAN

efficiency. Other amenities such as sports and recreation
grounds, libraries and club houses. educational and medical
treatment, sanatoria and rest camps have been provided. We
were taken to a few workers’ palaces. Workers® palace is a new
conception of amenities to the workers. A workers palace 1s a
cultural centre of workers of all categories for a group of indus-
tries of a particular place. The palaces have beautiful }')m!dmgs
built with 60 per cent. Government contributions and 40 per
cent. contributions from the local confederation of labour. Every
factory whether State owned, co-operative or private-owned is to
contribute to the local confederation of labour and every wgrkcr
of the factories under the confederation becomes automatically
a member of the workers’ palace. A workers’ palace pOSSESSEs
an Opera Hall, music and dancing halls, technical rescarch
rooms, an Open Air Theatre and a Library. The palace Ppro-
Vlde_s also out-door enjoyments such as recreation grounds,
rowing boats and lake skating facilities etc. Works done by
%’V:ozisﬁzc? g:;; a flnlﬁ\}n or a woman receive the sam¢ price.
Schools and Hier}a; Suflsety Houses, Nursery Schools, 11}111‘}::31“)(
receive educatign T[Ehocﬂs ribcxe sthey “children Ok X Ot
D . ese improvements in the workers

conditions have resulted i P m 3 1 btedl
In every factory th ed 1in higher production unc our? e y;
constitute g Boardc WOrkers and employecs o{thc‘ cu?t'of?}ll
n the production, 1 to safeguard against any bh‘OIt- il
members of the Bog dn Sescaoliany _Short—fall in any tc.lm, t;{C
without any exty td meet and decide to have overtime works
a remuneration and the decision is carried

Put most ladl 2
Increase ofgeﬁicisén?; the workers. This has resulted 1m the

Trade Un;
ensuring };lzizgsec?o not organise strikes, they arc meant for
up-to-date knowlepmducuon and educating the mcmbcrs_.Wlth
distinction betwee 8¢ of work and production. There 1s 10
those owned by D the workers of State-owned industries and

Tivate j et .
Though Chinap vate industrialists or co-opcratives.

history with an ?S‘lﬁ?ed independence from the beginning of her
1 kX val of eleyven years of Japanese occupation,

> ahd education of China was at the lowest.
: pulation could somehow read and
mmon mass was altogether unknown

vati s were hot beds of superstition and
rvatism. ;
S Whatever the Government might be, to ensure

lf; ﬁllture safabﬂ;ty and ensure the well-being of the country asa
X g bpﬁlmane{lt fqotmg , proper cducation on a Inass
scale 1s an absolute necessity. The present Government of China

and the villages and toyg
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is fully aware and concious of this responsibility. The gates of
China’s Universities are wide open to every Chinese boy and
girl. All tuitions from Primary to University standards are
free. In a country like China as it is to-day with lack of
proper communication facilities, the task of spreading edt}cathn
throughout the country in a mass scale is undoubtedly a gigantic

one, but never daunted with the gravity of the task that con-
fronts the problem, the work is being pursued on in a planned
manner.

A remote village where people had not th
as to what literacy was till the other day, is now being provided.
with a Primary School and the children of the peasants are now
receiving their education. Speed-up spare time courses of educa-
tion are a common feature both in a village as well as in a wor-
ker’s centre. Though education is not compulsory in China even
to-day, yet the new enthusiasm prevailing throughcut the
country  has roused the consciousness of the people
about the value of education and everybody is eager to send his
or her children, boys or girls, to schools for studies. In the
schools the teaching of the children is not confined to books
alone. They have been given such training as to
and all-round ahove all to
love labour.  Sports, recreation, arts and  paintings’
singing and dancing and i service form part
of the curriculum in the schools and facilities are accordingly
provided for each one of them. New coll

. ; C cges and universities
ol different kinds and different faculties have

e least knowledge

. PECT R -d: The People’s University - which
trains people in social, administrative and all-round leadership

Is a unique institution. There is also a Central Academy for
National minorities with students from Tibet, Inner Mongolia
and other regions all over China, which seeks to solve the knotty
national minority problems,

linguistic. Here in this Ac

trained in the art of administration to equip th
of Self-Government so that they may Teel that they are equal
partners of the mighty country of Qhj

! Ko L hina and that they have to
contribute their mite towards its all-round reconstruction.

We also visited the Peking Jail, There was about 2,000
prisoners of whom about 400 were females. Of these 2,000
prisoners, male and female, 2/3 were Counter-revolutionaries.
textile mill and knitting factory were run inside the Jail mostly
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with the labour of the prisoners. We inspected the dormitories,
the kitchen and lavatories of the prisoners and they were fairly
good. The jail has an open air theatre state where the pri-
soners themselves hold performances on Saturdays and Sundays
every week. :
Our main purpose of visit to China was to see the river
dykes and other flood control projects, but unfortunately we
could not see many of these measures as the last devastating
floods made access to many of them almost impossible. We
were also much handicapped owing to shortness of time at our
disposal. However, we could see the Kwanting Reservoir, the
biggest flood control project in China, and also a parcel of the
dyke along the Yangtse river around Hankow city. We also
could glance a part of the Hoang Ho river dykes. The dykes
are same as our river embankments. In China they are nota
new thing. 'They are there from a very long time past since the
days of the Emperors. But during the last War and after, they
were totally neglected making them almost ineflective. The
new regime, we were reported, by mobilization of sheer man-
power is renovating them in right earnest. In renovation and
strengthening of the dykes of the Yangtse river this year, as We
were told, over 2,90,000 people worked day and night in shifts
for about two months and completed in early July last before
rains started. The water level in the Yangtse river this year
was the highest ever recorded, but the dykes were made strong
enough to give protection to people against such high floods
and no appreciable damage either to crop or houses was caused.
Infhlﬁla, as we could gather, river erosion is almost unknown
and the dykes are constructed right from the margin of the
W}Egg t}'lI'he level of the city of Hankow is below the flood level.
e S ¢ water rises in the river, the water from ran sewage
Continualljlage collected in the low_cr region of the cily 18 to be
> v Yy Pumped back into the river. 300 pumps of 50 H.'P.
¢ kept ready for action for this purpose. The Kwanting
: l'isaervmrkus a flood control measure on the Yangting river.
By OV\("(;Tb on the Reservoir started in May, 1952 and completed
BET am(: 611." 1953. This has saved the people of a vast area
o 1.1102:: rec(tijrrer_qu of flood. When properly developed 1t
mako i :ﬁ;blto irrigate a few thousand acres of Jand and
2 Yeliow Rt_:, andHalso supply electric power. _ The. floods
L the v et onng Ho) was not very high this Sie
_the dykes along the river were strong enough to give pro-
tection to the people of both the banks,
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Despite all these achievements in various fields of life, the
people of China are never complacent. They are fully conscious
that they have still a long way to march on to reach their
destination. They know that to build China of their dream, it
will take yet long years of sweat and labour. People of Chiha

ungrudgingly work for achieving what they have not got and
are proud for what they are having.

Once the policy is decided by the Government, after all
criticisms being obtained from the people, no.opposition against
it is tolerated. Everyone in the country must strive for imple-
mentation of the policy as laid down to the best of his or her
ability, intelligence and knowledge. Freedom of speech is
guaranteed by the Constitution. Newspapers only educate
people as to how the policies and programmes for national
development are to be best implemented. To dissuade people
from action or to induce them even

_ indirectly to opposition or
Inaction is a high treason against the

P State. Everybody whether
he is a politician or a Government sérvant, a peasant or a
student, a worker or an employee,

= 1 has to put heart and soul
for the achievement of the ideal irres

pective of any obstacle that
may stand on the way. And therefore the China of to-day is

n outsider who visits new China with an open
ongratulate the Governmer

: . 1t and the people
e for their achievements d

of China as a whol uring the last five

years. .
We are grateful to the Government of China for all the
facilities they rendered us to

_ see their ancient country. We
were overwhelmed with the h

: _hospitality of the people of every
locality we had a chance to visit.  We offer them our heartiest

thanks. .The officers who 3l] throughout our tour accompanied
us and did all to make us happy and comfortable and to make
our journey f[ruitful deserve our sincere congratulations.

In .the bounds of a Statement of this nature a]] the details of
everything we could see in

Japan and Ching are difficult to
describe. I have been very brief in many matters and have
confined myself only to making passing reference to many. I
hope I shall be excused for my limitations, I am extremely

grateful to you all for giving me a patient hearing. I am also
thankful to you, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to make this
statement, and with these words, I beg to resume my seat.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned
till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. - x o



[28TH Oct 1954.] %

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Friday,
the 29th October 1954.

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,

The 21st June 1955. Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam,

2638 ADJOURNMENT

(Adjournment)
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AGENTS IN INDIA

Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta. :

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messts. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187.
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta,

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283.
Madras.

The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta.

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co,,

99, Ry. Road, Lahore. '

Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong,.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutia.

The Proprietor, ‘Graduates Union,’ Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India). '

Messrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta. ;

The Director, Benares Corporation, Universi
Road, P.O. Lanka. v

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Shap
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Karo}
Bagh, New Delhi, SR




