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Porceedings of the Sixth Session of the Assam Legisl':ltive
Assembly assembled after the first Genaral Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican

Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at
10 A. M., on Saturday, the 30th October, 1954,

PRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, s. 1., Speaker, in the Chair, the

ten Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, three Parliamentary
Secretaries and eighty-four Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Starred Question Nos.1 to 4 standing in the name of Shri
Hareswar Goswam'l were not put as the questioner was
absent during question time).

e

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table).

Prohibition Propaganda

‘Shri INDRESWAR KHOUND

2. Will the Minister-in ch
state —

asked 2
arge of Excise be pleased to

(a) What is Prohibition Pro
sation ?

(b) What kind of Propag
districts ?

(¢) What is Prohibition Propaganda by Non-Official

- Organisation ?

(d) What kind of Propaganda
districts ?

¢) What are the functions ang duties of the

() Prohibition Commissioner P g

(f) What Prohibition Propaganda is bein
Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

pPaganda by Official Organi-

anda is done and in which

is done and in  which

g done in the

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) replied :

2. (a) & (b)—No Prohibition Pr

> o Opaganda is carried out
by the Official Organization ; the dutics of prevention and

detection of opium offences arc being performed by officials in
all districts except Garo Hills, Naga Hills and Mizoram.
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(¢) & (d)-—The main duties of the Non-Oi_ﬁci_al 1Qrgar:}i
sation are :—(i) Mobilising public opinion against tlc‘_l e
effects of opium, (iZ) Persuading opium addicts to undergo
Medical treatment in the treatment centres to enable them to
give up opium habit and (#77) Detection of opium ochnccs;l. X

(¢)—In addition to duties mentioned in (@) and (@)
above, the Honorary Prokibition Commissioner C(?l]S_UtUtes
Prohibition Committees in the wvarious Districts consisting of
local non-official members. He also dissolves or reconstitutes
any such Committee. He is to perform tours in_ the State in
connection with formation of Prohibition Comumittees relating
to opening of treatment centres and their management, etc,
Besides that he controls the non-oflicial budget.

(f)—No non-official propaganda is done ; but with a
view to check illicit trade of contraband opium, the ixcise
stafl has been increased in the Subdivision and the Excise circles
have® been reorganised and various check posts have been
created at strategic points.

Re: Opium Addicts and Opium Smugglers
Shri INDRESWAR KHOUND asked :

3. Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether Government has made a census of the
opium addicts in the State of Assam ?

(6) If so, when it was made and what are the numbers
found districtwise ? : K

(¢) If not, whether Government will take steps ;0 taxe
the census of the opium addicts 11 Assam !

(d) If not | Why not ?

4. Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether Government has made a list of the reported

oplum smugglers in the State ?
(b) If so, when it was made or prepared and what are

the numbers found districtwise ?

(¢) If not, whether Government propose to make such
a list now ?

(d) If the reply to (c) above is in the negative, what are
the reasons for not preparing such a list ?

A R P R f A o e R
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) replied :

3. la)—Yes.

(6)—In 1949. 'T'he numbers found are :—

Kamrup

700
Darrang 1,364
Nowgong 1,899
Sibsagar 2,750
Lakhimpur ... 6,500
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 550
Cachar 150
Total 13,919
(¢)& (d)—Do not arise.
4, (a)—Yes.
(b)—Since 1945 and onwards. The number is as
follows :—

Goalpara Nil
Kamrup Nil
Darrang 12
Nowgong 34
Sibsagar 83
Lakhimpur ... 761
Clachar 13
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 47

(¢)&(d)—Do not arise.
Number of cases taken up to the Supreme Court

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

5. Will the Minister-in-charge of Judicial be pleased to
state—

(@) How many cases were taken up to the Supreme

Court at the instance of Government during
1952-53, 1953-54 ?

(6) In how many cases Government
respondent opposite
period ? ,

(¢) In how many of these cases Government have
become successful ?

(d) What 1s the total amount spent for conducting
these cases in the Supreme Clourt ?

appeared as
party during the same
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) replied:
5. (a)—1952-53 - One
1953-54 g N 1B

(6)—1952-53—(i) 23 Habeas Corpus petitions.
(iz) 2 Special leave petitions.
(zzz) 1 Criminal appeal.
1953-54-——(7) 1 Habeas Corpus petition.
)

() 5 Civil appeals of which 4 appeals have
been consolidated irto one. ‘

(#7i) 1 Special leave petition.
(¢)—1952-53—(i) Appeal filed by Government was dis-

missed.

(4i) 13 Habeas Corpus petitions became
infructuous as the petitioners were released before their petitions
were disposed of.

9 Habeas Corpus petitions were dismissed and one was
allowed.,

_ (47) One special leave petition was dismissed
and one was granted.

(zv) In the criminal appeal the sentence was
reduced but conviction upheld.

1953-54—(;) The Habcas Corpus petition was dis.

missed, :
() The civil appcals arc pending.
(57 The special leave petition was granted,
(d)—Rs.12.880.
Shri MAHI KANTA DAS (Parliamentary Secretary) .
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we may take up discussion on the four Bi]|;

during the question hour for want of the time, viz., the Assap
Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) ( Amendment)

§

|
|

{
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Bill, 1954 ; the Assam Excise (Amendment) (Extension to Garo
Hills, Mikir Hills and North Cachar Hills District) Bill, 1954 ;
the Assam Opium (Amendment) (Autonomous Districts) Bill,
1954 and the Assam Local Self-Government (Second Amend-
ment) Bill, 1954,

(At this stage, the Opposition Members rose and said that
as the programme bas been fixed on Monday, the 1st November
1954 for discussion, these Bills as suggested by Shri Das should
not be taken up today). ®

(Interruptions from both sides).

(It was then agreed by both sides to take up discussion on
Monday, the ist November 1954.)

Discussion on the Supplementary Statement of Expendi-
ture charged upon the Consolidated Fund of the
State for 1954-55

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, it is really re-assuring to us this time that there
has not been too many items of expenditure charged upon the
Consolidated Fund of the State. We find here in Page 61 of
the List of Supplementary Demands, one Item under Dthe Ma-
jor head—25—General Administration, Sub-head—A—8.—
Ministers, that a sum of Rs.30,000 has been spent or advanced
from the Consolidated Fund under the Sub-head—A—8.-—Mi-
nisters. Now, we find that during the Budget Session of the
Assembly no maller a sum than Rs.6,75,700 was granted and
we find that in the adjourned session of the Budget Session itself
another sum of Rs.20,200 was taken by way of Supplementary
Grants. Then, again; after two months we find another sum
of Rs.30,000 has been sought for. So it shows that from the
last Budget Session up till now, within these few months a sum
of Rs.50,200 more has been granted for our Ministers, ' After
the budget was adopted in March last we find that an additional
sum of Rs.50,200 has been needed for the Ministers. If that be
so, what type of budgeting is ours ?

Mr. SPEAKER: What percentage do you allow to con-
tingency ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: 2 per
cent. 5)per cent. 1s too high but here it has exceeded 6 per cent.

already in seven months, . e., April, May, June, July, August,
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September and October and there are five months still left. We
might hope, Sir, and we may pray to Almighty Allah that there
be no more such appropriation. (A voice T IZCF AT A 1)

We see within this course of seven months that
those who are placed in charge of preparing the budget have
failed in seeing things. I do not blame the Minister because I
know that this accounting is not done by the Minister, the
Minister only signs. After all, there are permanent stafl under
him. But then the responsibility is his. I know how things
are really done. If he spends all his time in running about
Morigoan, Kalong and other places, how can he have the time
to look into these things ? Now, the way these things are done
shows that we are abandoning ourselves to fate and going on
incurring expenditure at random and we come with Supple-
mentary Demand without any proper and astute study.

This so happens because the Minister neglects his own duty
as a Finance Minister. I should like to say that provision
ought to be made for proper functioning of the Finance Depart-
ment. Now he moves on from village to village in his Consti-
tuency without having time to look into his portfolio and the
result is that every time we are confronied pathetically with
the tale of complete chaos in preparing our budget estimates.

What is the neccessity of such an additional sum ? It may
be said that this amount of Rs.30,000 has been neccessitated due
to the floods because on account of floods our Ministers had to
undertake a lot of tours. But I have already given-my opinion
about that. Tt is not just and proper that the Ministers instead
of conducting the machinery as a whole should be working like
fitters and Khalasis or helpers. If the Engineer or the Fore-
man instead of doing his own job arrogates to himself the job
of the fitter or Khalasis, in that case that factory cannot run.
Our factory, T mean our State, is also just like that. Our Minis-
ters are just now doing such jobs as an engineer doing the job
of a fitter or a helper or a Khalasis. I do not say that these jobs
should be abandoned, but they should be left to the people
meant for them. But the thing is otherwise.  That shows the
failure of the administration. This sort of things should not
happen in future, and the budgeting should be as accurate as
possible. ‘T'here might be contingency for which we may allow
a margin of say 5 per cent. ~ but under no circumstances it
should exceed 5 per cent. Tf possible, it should be brought down
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to 2 or even half per cent. or nil. This sort of chaotic budget-
ing should be stopped and our Ministers should also be doing
their ministrial duties instead of leaving them to theit Secreta-

ries. ‘These are the suggestions which T wanted to make . in
course of this discussion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : \'r, Speaker,
Sir, my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, has alrcady pointed out
that on account of travelling allow

Ve ance of Ministers, we have
already granted an additional sum of Rs.20 200 in the last

S.cssion, and thqy have again come forward with another addi-
tional demand for Rs.30,000. But, Sir, there is no indication in
as the original amount

the supplementary statement as to what w
this particular sub-head. I

provided in the budget under

have been telling Shri Bora, our Finance Minister, that it is

essentially necessary to indicate the orviginal grants in the budget

under particular sub-heads whenever we are asked to grant any

additional amount under those sub-heads. It is also Dnf:(:essary

to state the reasons for which the additional grant has been
1gs have not been

sought.  Unfortunately, Sir, all these thi
peated requests from this side of

stated here. In spite of the re
the House, the particulars have not been provided. So we
hy, in addition to the

are not in a position to judge as to w

amount thatis provided in the budget, the Government should
come forward with supplementary demands under the  same
heads almost in every Session and we also do not know what
will be the ultimate total expenditure under the said heads
because we have yet another occasion to consider SuPPlcmentar\:
demands. On looking into the budget I find )

-----------

Mr. SPEAKER : What is done in other cases ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUD

f DIN: I do not know.
Common sense suggests and exp

< erience demand el
lars should be furnished before us.  All th T anDCs Al R

at we want is to satisfy
ourselves what are the reasons for which these additional de-
mands are asked. If these particulars are provided, lot of criticism
can be avoided, because most of

; ’ the criticisms are provoked
cither for suppression of or omission of facts, We find that there
is a sum of Rs.60,000 provided in the budget under the

head “Travelling Allowance of Oﬂi(‘ers—-Charged”. Unless the
contrary is proved, I would naturally presume that this sum of
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Rs.60,000 is for the Travelling Allowance of Ministers and no-
hody else. Now in addition to this Rs.60,000, we have once gran-
ted Rs.20,200. Then again there is another demand of Rs.30,000
in this Session. The total under this head comes to Rs.1 10,200
up till now. Now the question is whether this sum of Rs.1,10,200
for Travelling Allowance of Ministers is not too high. T of
course agree that there have been some extra expenses as Travel-
ling Allowance of Ministers due to the floods. I personally
believe the Minister should go to different places aftected by
floods to see the sufferings of the people and device ways and
means for their relief. Sometimes decisions have got to be taken
on the spot in consultation with the local officers and the people.
That is necessary. But that doesnot mean that all these tours
should be too frequent and a number of Ministers should visit
the same place on the same mission. Again when the Chief
Minister goes to a particular place there is hardly any necessity
for another Minister to go there because the Chief Minister as
the head of the Government can look into all matters whether
they relate to his portfolios or not. But we have found on more
than one occasion one single place is being visited by several
Ministers. It may however be necessary for the Finance Minis-
ter to go there to look to the condition of the people, so as to
determine the extent of relief necessary. The Public Works De-
partment Minister may have to go to see what damages had
been done to roads and embankments and there may be neces-
sity also for the Veterinary Minister and the Public Health
Ministers to go to the same place to look into the administra-
tive sides of their own departments. ~Of course, so far as the
Chief Minister is concerned, he has got the overall responsibi-
lity for general supervision in all matters all over the State
and 1n his case touring may be more extensive than in the case
of other Ministers. But even taking into account all t ese fac-
tors, 1 feel that this amount is too high. In this connection
I should like to know whether this amount includes the travel-
ling allowance of Shri M. M. Chaudhury who undertook a
tour of the far East in Japan and China, which was on a
specific mission other than normal duty of a Minister. If it is
so, then I hold it involves a new policy. If Government decides
that their Ministers should be deputed for special study oF
certain subjects in foreign countries this must be treated as a
matter of policy. ‘Nprmally, Travelling Allowance is meant for
touring on duty inside the State or on specical occasions,
outside the State but within the Indian Union. To be fair
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Government fhust'makeitheir intention clear when extra. expen-

diture 1s provided as Travelling Allowance 'of Ministers for tour

i foreign countries. Then at the time of discussing the budget

the issuewilliicome: befonethe House and it will, open;to the
House to give a decision whether such a course should be adopted
or not. If we are given at least an understanding that one of our
Ministers' may have tos be:démited outsideIndia : for study of
certainispecial subjects or any. special problem for the benefit of
our administration, that should be all right, but it involves /in
my opinion, ' a new; policy. - Therefore, I want to know whether

“in this amount of Rs.33,000 the Travelling Allowance, of Mr.
Chaudhury for : his foreign tour is included.

: : , X ! If the House were
given an opportunityof discussing this matter

: - _ during the Budget
‘Session they could have discussed it as a matter

:  of policy, because
this matter came ' up before the House during the last' Budget

in the ; Budget—Jonab
Moinul: - Haque Chaudhury, suggested that some  hon.
Membeérs ‘of this House should be deputed to other panfs of
India to study the!: administrative and Legislative activities

eXperience: thereby. In reply. to

said: that ;there ;was, no ‘guarantee
tha_»t t_ha whomn 'Me-n‘lbcriﬂ 3 \'Vl]() \\[Ould { be e deipatédi.- to
\ivarious~ places: o gain iexperience

. EEOE 7 > would - be. 1eturned: : in
theimext o electionyi s If ‘thdt. is ;the

t reasoning  in  th ‘case
sofithe ! hon. Members, then L say . o

‘that this equall; ] i
vimotheri case ofcthe Hon'’ble Ministers also, as .t(}lucié%svrl?)llg%l:?zlsgi
“tde thats even those Hon'ble : Ministers ‘would be -, returned. next
time. ‘So, Sir, on t.hl-S‘maLter of policy I want a Gldi‘iﬁcation from
“Mr, Bora.  On this. particular ‘ : g

- all i ) tem, of expenditure; so far as
international tour. is concernad, I th

inll.i,wc have got to, come
oligy. r A -
‘Travelling Alowance of M'iniﬁtel‘s.ispa ch};rged g}?;‘ten'tt;rict)ﬂe:tifé
' thereforethe Hlouse, cannot : reduce or; refuse it acconding to. the
.+ ¢ underlying principle for
Mmlsters being highly. . placed
‘persons: are: supposed -to : exercise:. their discretion properly in
incurring expenditure on their;travelling.  Whether any touring
istessentialcpre in public dnterest or Il()t_—iﬁ,el_'ltil‘é]y‘ Aeft to, their
- diserétion:-and jjudgment... If , Ministers by.'..taking' advz;i;:t}agc
of this special provision| indulge 'in ‘touring! for personal .gain
or-for other non-essential purposes, it would indeed, be most un-
fortunate: and.sgudh conduct; will amount.. tq"abuse" of  pri-
vilege. sl il i ! ] o1 bl o 1l

SRR i )
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I therefore want a clarification from Mr. Bora on all the
‘‘points I have raised.

With these words, I finish my observations on the motion,

‘Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA : MTr. Speaker, Sir, it
appears from the statements made by Mr. Bhattacharyya and
Mr. Umaruddin that their discussion entirely centres round
the amount of Rs.30,000 mentioned at page 61 of the List of

: Su_pplemcntary Demands for Grants. hon. Members of
this"House know well that during the Jast part of the last
Adjourned Session of this Assembly hundreds of telegrams
‘were sent from the flood-affected areas of Assam to the
h,qn._ Members concerned and to the Chief Minister and other
Ministers as well and there was also a press report that
the flood was so heavy that the Assembly should not
continue any longer and the Hon’ble Ministers and Members
of ‘the Assembly should visit those affected areas at the
‘earliest possible moment. On the 1lst August last the
Assembly ‘was adjourned and we all approached the Chief
' Minister and other Ministers to visit the respective  areas,
This was an extraordinary circumstance under which the
Ministers and Deputy Ministers had to visit tbe ﬂpod—aﬂccted
“apeas of about 12,000 square miles as is admitted in the state-
-‘‘ment made by the Finance Minister on the floor of this House
the other day.  We all know that the area in the Assam Valley
is nearly 24,000 square miles and more than half of the area
was ‘affected by the unusual and unprecedented flood. . The
damage was so heavy that the people had to leave their fate
to the Government and as such this extraordinary Demand
had “to be brought before the House. Those who are in the
helm of the Government had to visit the affected areas to see
the' distress by themselves. More or less we spent 12 lakhs in
this year for gratuitous relief of the distressed ~people and
therefore for this amount spent for the unusual and unpred
cedented flood no protest or criticism should have come from
the opposite camp. So, Sir, the discussion appears tome to
be quitea flimsy one. ‘T want to add one word more that the
flood was so big ‘that this House had to devote not one hour,
not two .hours but full 12 hours to discuss the ituation created
by 1t, in Assam this year. . When the circumstances are sucl
that naturally the Ministers had to leave their headquarters. to
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visit those flood-affected areas and therefore this amount
appears to be an abSolute necessity. :

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir, I want to speak a
few words, in connection with this amount of Rs.30,000.
We have been asked by our constituencies to visit those areas
and we, possibly all the Members, did our best to visit them.
My constituency is the worst affected one and I say this from
my personal experience. The Deputy Commissioner, other
officers and some non-official persons moved from place to
place and they all put their heads together to render as much
relief to the distressed people as possible. But inspite of that

we found that when the Ministers themselves were on the

spot we could expedite matters and we could render much more
relief to the affected people and to this effect
or two instances. The very evening the Chief
his foot on Jorhat we got a telephonic news
steamer was being sent by the Steamer Company to carry him
to those affected places in Majuli and besides that we imme-
diately got sanctioned from him 1,500 maunds of rice to be
taken along with him for dlstrlbutlon._ Not only that, owing
to his presence we also got various other necessaries for
rendering relief to the people and also to their cattle.
Though we tried our best it was not possible for us alone to do
so much, but because the Chief Minister was there on the spot
we could do so much thing in a very short time, Recently
when I went with the Revenue Minister to Ahotguri side I
found the people gathering around him and they put their
grievances. The Minister heard them and at once passed
orders sanctioning an amount to the tune of several thou-
sands and ordered the Deputy Commissioner to open cheap
grain shops for them. Without him this much would not
have been possible. So, Sir, considering the catastrophe this
amount cannot be grudged by us. Only to play with the
gallery that the Ministers have spent a large amount for
Nothing we can discuss this thing. But if we really want to
give relief to the distressed or flood-affected people then I
think this should not be grudged and reasonably we cannot

Cary on a debate on this point. It is unfortunate that a
debate on this point has ensued, the mot

motive of which is simply
to tell the people, ‘“‘see how the Ministers spend”. Of course,
anything spent by Government is not liked by the mass people

because they have no knowledge of things. But if we enter deep

I may give one
Minister set
that a special
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into.the miatter that this sum of Rs.30,000 spent by the .M}niStg[f_
for expenses of travelling to the -different distressed areas, it will
be found that the people have, gat,, thereby three lakhs of pupees
or iore. o;Whyysshould we, therefore, . object: forthe expendi-
ture of Rs.30,000 on, this;account ?, We, should not,,, carry
things toa! far only for the sakeaf showing (o the, people that
we are thinking of the poor people and,, the . magses,,, but the
~iinisters are- spending.so. much ag,if, thig s 2 Juxury expendi
ture, which it-1s not. - b i R

. Shri: GIRINDRA NATH 'GOGOI:  Mr.  Spcaken
Sir, I take my stand  not  to  bury Caesar  but 1O
give Caesar; his = dues.. This item of .. Rs.30,000  for
incurring expenditure by the Ministers . for touripng the- flood-
affected areasis a just due, and for this our Ministers deserve
praise. - If  they 'had not gone. to. scc the distressed areas
themselves,! what:, would have happcned? Probably ,the
fmémbers of their party would have tablec a censurc motion g
notto speak of the Opposition, for not. going 1O those, aicas
because it ds ;the:duty of the Ministers to,. sce things for
themselves! in! ;such. dire  calamities. i, Lhe other day: the
Prime Minister. of India and some other Union :Ministers flew
to' the furthest corners of Assam. Shri Jawqharllal Nehru
flew -to - Dibrugarh = and. Palasbari to sec things for himself,
Shri Gulzarilal Nanda came to Assam and saw things for
himself. Did , the Parliament of India raise any questmll‘ag
to why they incurred this - expenditure by | visiung Assam ¢
On  the contrary, if they had not, they could have faced
criticism in; ‘Parliament. The same thing would happen
here. . If the Ministers had not gone to the flood-affected
areas, surely some censure motion = would . have been
tabled, if not by the party in. power. at least .from) the
Opposition side.. If  the members: of the Opposition Party
had occupied the treasury benches they ‘would ‘have done
the same thing. Why should there be , this unmerited
criticism then.? It. is right that there should be criti
cism;so that the party in power may be¢ careful. If there 1S ho
criticism and all praise, it is not zood, but all crlt_ic;sm.and no
praise. 1s. worse. We are after all human beings. Shri Medhyj,
who is the leader of the Congress Party and the Chief Ministey
and the other. members of ‘the Cabinet are-all human beings
like Ot.her hon. Members and unjustified criticism will  affect
them just like any. There should, of course be just criticism,
otherwise the Government and the Party in POWCr -may lose
their track. But, Sir, so far as this item of Rs.30,000 is con-
cerned, I should.say that I would have been glad had the

e
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expénditure been Rs.50,000;i because theré are certain parts
of the' State whevre they had not'gone. T can !state ' the * Pani-
dehiBg’ ffea in my constituency ' which ' is  situated at'a
distince’ of onkyi 28 diiles from: the Sibsagar  town. But it
had not been possible for the Ministers to visit thatiarea
Becatist the communications dire'sol badiii! Ttiwould thave  been
glad’ ifi¢i{hle Chief Minister andiother Ministers Had gone there
and incurréd some amount of ‘experditure: for  that L purpose.
But dince'’ it -is 'mot!possible they could not go there. There-
fore; my humble submission is that'so far as ‘this item is con-
cerned, ' this “expenditure is just fit and proper. For two days,
we had been discussing the flood: situation invoking God, man,
afid' * superman and. 7 it'is» surprising tHat'the Members of the
Opposition now pl;?jtsct to this item of Rs.30,000  incurred on
account of Ministers travelling in the flood-affected areas.
This is not the correct attitude'to take. ' We ‘should see: whether
the expenditure is just.: 7 :
With thesé’few words; I resume my seat,
'‘Shri’ NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI:.
it is a' difficult proposition to
the Opposition Party because they see everything with their
coloured glasses. T+ request them not to see the‘baclions of the
Cabinet or of this Assembly with their . coloured glasses.
Put them off and then you will see the true picture of things.
You should %‘{HOV\T that the best part of Assam, Sualku-
chi, Palasbari, Dibrugarh; - etc.; are going to be was’hed away
by’ the Brahmaputra, a part has already been washed away.
Even our Medical College is in danger of being washed away
by the Brahmaputra. In“the face of this, should the Mem-
bers of our Cabinet remain idle and sit tight here ? I do not
think that proposition is right.  This Cabinet is not following
the policy of “‘penny wise and pound foolish>, I am glad,
and this is the opinion of the people of my constituency
also,, they are glad that the Ministers have visited the flood,
affected areas.  Our Chief Minister even at this: old age of

about ' 65, had“gone to'ithe affected areas of Dibrugarh. He
has got the'tapacity “and ‘en

ther affected ° areas Crgy to 'go to Dibrugarh and
othe S

A _ and canalised the man-power of our
students and villagers to come forward -'to protect Dibrugarh.

I think this is an__idea_l_example to therrest of Assam and rest
of India. 1 thmk if the Members of the Opposition any day
have the opportunity tocome to the treasury - benches they
should follow the foot-steps and the example shown by our

Mr.‘»Speaker,. Sir,
deal with the. Mémbers of
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Chief Minister and other Ministers of the Cabinet. Our
villagers are really glad to see the Chief Minister risking his
life in order to give succour to the distressed. 1 may differ
from him in various other points. That is quite a different
matter.

But.I must praise his action, the House should praise his
action . and 1 hope, the hon. Members of the Opposition
should learn how to appreciate his action, the sincere action,
then and then only, the Cabinet Ministers will get the inspira-
tion, the villagers will get the inspiration and the labourers
and other people in the country will get the inspiration.
my friends in the Opposition want to increasc the efficiency
of persons, instead of playing to the gallery, they should know
how to appreciate .the acts done by the persons with noble
motive. e s
Now, I think, Sir, this Rs.30,000 is meant for utilisation
by the Cabinet Ministers in time of emergency and in time
of catastrophe which we cannot envisage, and when there 18
such an emergency, their first duty will be to move them-
selves so that such a situation can be arrested timely and 1D
this the olicy of “penny wise and pound foolish’” should not
be pursued. In sucha situation the House should say that
go ahead with the expenditure and do not care for the
money, and if they work sincerely, surely, there arc people
in our country who will appreciate their actions, 3iwata Afoad |
It is a saying we are following and our forefathers
were following and it is a saying which the Members
of the Opposition are following and their forefathers were
also following (Laughter). The Ministers are gowg to
spend the money we allot and if they made any omlissions or
commissions that should be appreciated as after all they are
also human beings. My Friends in the Opposition are
blaming the Chief Minister and the other Cabinet Ministers
as if they did something worst intentionally, as if this
Rs.30,000 will go to their pockets, but it should be
realised that this money is going to be utilised in purchasing
petrol for propulsion of their cars for due discharge of their
duties. If we do not appreciate their action, they will not get
impetus to do such work and there may be some catastrophe
in such ab_n_ormal situation. So I say that criticisms made
by the Opposition should be constructive and I would request
them to take the actions of our Ministers as a lesson and
there should not be suggestions or criticisms which will lead

to works being hampered and the State affected.
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Sir, it is seen from the reports that the Praja Socialist
Party is going to be dissolved as there are lots of bickering and
mudflinging among their leaders. (Loud laughter and inter-
ruptions.) You know what js the position of Shri Jaiprakash
Narayan and Shri Kripalani now. Shrj Jaiprakash Narayan
is going to wash his hands of the Praja Socialist Party.

(Laughter and interruptions) I am mnot ‘riticising  him but
I am praising him because he is taking the line of
Az  1nstead of remaining in  such an Organisation
and in that vicious circle of the Organisation. So, Sir, I
hope, our hon. Member in the Opposition will also see

that the vicious circle is vanished from this House. So, I say
that they should come

) d forward and point out noble things to
our Cabinet Ministers and they will gladly accept such
good suggestions as our Cabinet Ministers are here to fulfil the
noble Congress mandate

and they will fufil it It the
Members of the

Opposition. happen to become Ministers,
they are expected to follow the footsteps  of our Ministers in

following the Cngress ideals and thus earn good repute in
the country. (Hear, hear.) '

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : sy F4TTF rai,
a2 oIS (AU FAA  qrFaicy

2591 AIfSw ; fFw T it 9995 35
ANTIBT SEIOIT TleTrIR 5y FATA | (21fF) :

TR, (S4S M ifyg RE] 7\'5!1 TEIET AN corde  cvig W

avl GF NS AW a4y (5ifR) frotft  corden  Sfefem
CRICTRI? (STAST (AT Tteatsy wq s CIRFICT 42 @tag spfcatea) 9%

FfRITAT AR wEigAta (OHSF AT feaipT SERELS]

@R ATIS IANF At =igef | (R1%) wreay we4t =wes opicas o sfael @
TOAS 3 AF TF  Tdie figrs wims At | G Tew @
?(7wcBl  Supplementary Budget 7 wvow

5% M@ 00,000\ BFE T |
a3 fAfa &fSans 13z q37 SIts2 cafen

(ST4ST Bl §I FIIT Fo0la
¢t ZATTN (FICARMT Aicatsmig 39w afe

(St4SsF Drain Inspector 3fa
Sfe I3 (S8 IF Wi Thifus A AT etz A% I \SeAIRCE) |



2688 DISCUSSION ON THE SUPPLEMENTARY STATE-' [30TH Oct.
MENT OF EXPENDITURE CHARGED UPON
THE CONSOLIDATED FUND OF THE
STATE FOR 195455

Mr. SPEAKER : Drain Inspector Fdfts1 27S S TFalz
©fsi 29| (- o 4
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : ' 7 (G4 cial
Az | FteERE w9 Al faez ' Sce Grad FhEAe (z1fz)"!

Mr. SPEAKER: ' aiifs ‘¥ crEtTat 1°
" (Voice : a47%% cFrg Afom at4ff B5tE @eF 1)

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : it gfeth ¥il®
ga .gzrg I, 9% (F9m A AT Ffacs frgg HTs (12 F41_CRICTS

i () Tt tet e oo A @ity Al | |IRrS faffea |

YR 2ew, g el @ L0,000\ Bapta | ©ied Afa zeae, (orded

C B 1o I | 1 e (e AT [ Gerdrs twrs (Fia AEr A Fra o9,
frq o, wetcae. zAczred 2ol | rordre Fesd atea cr <dria A
qgdea  (ofehZ TTCT afem At 2ifRe FEET P for 1 o i
otz wza wife sifFewtas A s afEem Figfc eeEe [EEiE
Udtzferen ©fa cFiem G4 atfes ) sl G4 e A A
el agere | oA 2 et S At EnRfRg (St Sl 1
B 1 = o e it e B A L U eatrml | A coerHtsa 4R
@ &Y, Tetn A AtfEmiceEa GrFBAl AFA oA COeTAlE EIritaz
Atgty 1 ARt date ap AR A cras atscs  fasica T4,
o i A LA CT e I R R LR S0 o ) Ml | 4 M <A, SEIBIAT IR

e 130T ABICA (1 CStAOTT A ‘ot At cEitar S dstE” T B!
aied ofe | @2 fqies eoipldr fedalt @ue (5@l GG TZCAZ AL
by AT TAZS T ‘ S

Slafiss weEe  zagd dw frEAca gfagasiia Zod THrEas At
s Beai 29 A ©fF Brepn cordtoe @icT | a¥ e GEng (STATS
e R cetded g swacz A TR | e corded TRoH
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©f3 frz1 it frcacs e @397 w17 Fa 29 |

qAR e, el e o o ew v wets wif AFala
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HEI AR AR IS37 I iR |

ST g7 oral s[RI

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : M.
it appears to me that the Cut Motion
that have emanated from the
connection  therewith betray a

prevails in the minds of the Opposition  Members, They
appear to think that by constant tours the Ministers have become
extremely popular and that Opposition parties may now be ou-
sted from the field. Shortly after the appearance of floods I
find the Leader of the Opposition paid a flying visit to Majuli
and immediately after coming back issued 2 statement  to the
Press to the effect that the floods in Majuli were causing enor-
mous trouble to the people and that Government help was
entirely inadequate, and he rest satisfied  with that. That
was all what he did for the flood-affected

beople of Majuli.,  But
the position of the Government j pcople ju

' 1 s ment 1s quite different, They cannot
remain satisfied simply by ISSUINg paper statement to..the Press.

Similarly also, a Communist Member who came to Nowgong
from Bengal to attend‘a meeting there, on his way back halted
at Cooch Behar, and from there he issued a statement in the
newspaper giving out that enormous damage had been done by
floods in the area and the Government was  not doing anything
to help the people. That is the psychology prevailing amongst
our friends everywhere. They themselves cannot do anything
effectively helpful to the people, but will 80 on cridcising Gov-
ernment right and left without any rhyme and reason. - But the
position of the party that holds the rejns of administration can-
not be like that. They cannot

afford to sit tight on the head-
quarters of the Government {ur

ning a deaf ear to the wails and
suffering of the people. Therefor e

] .oLolore - our . Ministers who have
been entrusted with the administration of the country, and . to
re of this country have got to

travel very much in the areas affected by such wide spread {loods
and other calamities. Now, Sir,

Speaker, Sir,
and the speeches
Opposition . Members in
hidden nervousness which

i ! 4s many as five or six floods
visited the State in quick succes

sion.  Since the year 1932 there
Brahmaputra for about 92 years.
ve living peacefully, But. in- this
year as many as 5 or 6 floods have come in quick succession which

the shape of loss of crop

was no major flood from the
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and cattle and dwelling houses followed in its wake by various
diseases. ' Now, my Friend, Mr. Umaruddin says that the
visit of only one Minister is sufficient and if one Minister visits a
certain area other Ministers need not visit that place. This kind
of argument holds no water. Because I find the Government of
Assam, as you are aware, have allotted a sum of Rs.30 lakhs for
flood relief work, such as gratuitious relief, test relief, agricultu-
ral loan, cattle loan and so on and so forth. Is it not the
bounden duty of the Minister to sce and supervise that the
money is properly utilised, and can this supervision be possible
without extensive tours to the areas for which this money 18
allotted. Sir, I submit, if they do not do this, they will be fail-
ing in their duty, and it is for these reasons that there 15 2
tremendous demanc¢ on the Ministers to visit the areas
personally. = Therefore, if certain amount of money 1is spent on
account of tours of the Ministers, this in my opinion does 1ot
stand any well meaning criticism. Similarly, enormous damages
have been done to the Public Works Department roads involv-
ing a loss of more than a crore of rupees. Is it not the duty
of Minister in-charge of Public Works Department to se¢ with his
own eyes the extent of damagesdone to the roads, embankments
and bridges, etc.? Clearly, Sir, it is a duty which he cannot
afford to entrust on some one else. 1f he does not do that, he
will be simply failing in his duties.

A friend in need is the friend indeed. Thisis an old saying.
Ours is a democratic Government and the Ministers arc the
servants of the people. When hundreds and thounsands of our
people are suffering as a result of the repeated floods, 1t 15 2
clear duty of the Ministers who profess themselves to be friends
Of_the- people to go to the people and stand by their woes and
miseries. If they are real friends and servants of the people
as they profess to be, can they afford to ignore the people at the
times of crisis ? Can they sit tight to their seats in heights of
Shillong ? Tn that case what will be the feeling of the people,
can he well imagine ? Definitely they cannot do that, therefore
they must be on the move, move to the people, share their
difficulties and try to ameliorate, as far as they can, the griev-
ances and the distress of the people. What has happened in
B1}.1a,r_ during recent floods that overtook that State ? Shrj
S.rll_‘rlShna Singh, the Bihar Chief Minister mobilised and the
entire machinery of the State was geared to the flood relief
work. The Police, Military and the Civil Departments of the
State marched in a body to combat the flood menace,
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Of course our State had not to go to the same length. What
happened at Dibrugarh when a very valuable slice of the town was
eroded away and the flood water was rushing through the entire
town area ? All the people were fear-striken and panicky. A
feeling of despondence was writ large in the face of the entire
population. At such a moment the visit of the Chief Minister
to Dibrugarh has taken away their feeling of despondence, and
the entire population men, women and children came out in a

body to save the Dibrugarh town and engage themselves with
new vigour and energy to throw

stones  on the Brahmaputra.
The Chief Minister is a lay man, he is not an engineer, What
can he do to fight the ravages of the nature ?  But his presence
on the spot inspired and that went g great way to dispel the
sense of despondency from the minds of the people. When the
existence of the town was threatened, I find our Chief Minister
issued a bold statement to the effect that the Dibrugarh town must
be saved. That has inspired the people and chred them into
action. So also, Sir, Shri Bora during his short visit to Nowgong,
he = enthused the people by his visit with hope and cheer
and collected about Rs.5 thousand as donations to be given to
the flood affected people of the district. =

Now, it has been found that the Minister’s ~ Travelling
Allowance is not spent on flood-relief work alone, but side by

side, other work has also enormously increased. T find from the
newspaper’s report that almost i

1 every month there is a meet-
ing in New Delhi which our Ministers 3lfvlavc got to a?tend. Our
Ministers must go there to attend those particular meetings,
otherwise, our views, our demands and needs will go unrepre-
sented. ~ Naturally when such visits are increasing due to
multiplicity of works the expenditures on account of travelling
allowance will also increase. So, Sir, when all these thines are
taken into account the whole amount of the supplementbary de-
mand is justified. T consider that the

- " demand which  has been
placed before the House is quite reasonable. With these words, I
beg to resume my seat.

Shri DALBIR SINGH LOHAR - WY UEiFd, oAt -
T IT AT AMe—Ty 97 72 Atz ey vy | ;

Mr. SPEAKER :  @i4fy afom 325 | sl coitaile Fi5s 71
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1
had no desire to take part in this debate, but when the last
Speaker has mentioned my name in connection with my tour
to Majuli and said that at least I could afford to remain satis-
fied by issuing a press statement. I take my stand to clarify my
position. I am really very sorry that Shri Bimala Kanta Bora,
whom I respect, could make such a statement knowing the actual
state of affairs. - We have said, that ‘“‘the Opposition is not at
the helm of affairs. The key is not with us.”” Our duty is to
see whether the money is spent, whether the activities underta-
ken by the Government are really to the'interest of the people
or are well spent. We have to offer our criticism on that. We
have also to Jook to the distress and sufferings of the people as
well as the measures undertaken for their welfare. In such
cases, we have to go round and see things, and make statement.
If we are to be criticised on that score for making statement and
for not offering any help, I am sorry that ~Mr. Bora did not
understand the role and significance of the Opposition. Mr.
Gogoi has rightly said that Opposition is neccessary 1n a
democratic set up to offer healthy criticisms. If we are all
praise for the Ministers, they may feel complacent. If we say
that everything is all right they may feel complacent and will not
undo things which are palpably wrong. I want to say that
Ministers” visit to a particular place is neccessary at times. I also
confess that tours have done good and it is proper that people are
met. But, Sir, the mnain point here is, as it appears; the House has
taken a wrong stand about the whole matter. Mr. Basumatarl,
Mr. Deka and Mr. Naranarayan Goswami have said that Wwe
ha_ve critised very much about this small sum of money as 1
this Hou se should not take into consideration if the money
allotted is a small amount. 1 assert that this House has a right;
?.mc:-{al obligation to criticise even the expenditure of a sma
aalngllésg. We must see whether a farthing, even apie is spentooil
SHiei {asr_lélone, and whether the sum is big or small 1s 1mmatf3r13£ :
T e S(‘)NC{)EICeded that in a welfare state, where we are 10
telnd Ofaﬁai: are of the people, the people who are 1n 1tlt;:
e Ministerzj must go and see them. I am not speaking tha
'S are moving about  always unnecessarily.
[jarminos saying that by their visits, the Ministers are galnng
populanty with a view to win eclection. It is the political
Ph_IIQSOPhY that counts and not the personal popularity of a
Minister. There is a conflict of ideology, of programime, of method.
Ultimately'th.ese things will determine  the destiny of a party.
Therefore it is not the particular popularity of a person that

3
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will help in winning the election. It will be decided on the

basis of ideologist programmes and the country will take care
of it.

Sir, about the tours, my main opposition is that there is no
plan in them. There is collective responsibility in the Cabinet.
The Cabinet comes and goes together. If there is a collective
responsibility in the Cabinet, there should be a planning in
these tours also. What I observe is that, to a particular
place, the Ministers are running all at a time, even if the matter
is a small one, and it appears that sometimes two or three
Ministers are found together touring in the same locality, and
not a single Minister is found in the capital. 1 do not know,
how far this sort of tours are neccessary for the welfare of the
people. Sir, I can cite from the Gazette that at a time two or
three Ministers have gone to a particular place. Was it
necessary ? If we really see that there is collective responsi-
bility, would it not have been possible for a particular Minister
to go to that place and collect necessary information and other
data on behalf of his colleagues also ?° Is it also necessary for
the second Minister to go to that place again ? As for example,
if the Chief Minister goes to a particular Lp?ace accompanied by
Public Works Department and Finance Minister:, that is
sufficient. Why do they not collect necessary informz’ltion for
their other colleagues ? Instead of that, all the Ministers will
go to that place together. It demands the attention of the
Government. To see the conditions at Dibrugarh and
Palasbari it is not necessary that all Ministers should Dgo there.
To my mind, the Chief Minister, Public Works Department and
Revenue Ministers are necessary. All the Ministers need not go
there to express sympathy to the people. Because, what one
has seen that has to be taken, as seen by all the Ministers. In
that case, we can save money on that scove. Therefore, Sir,
I should like to offer a constructive suggestion in regard to this
case that they should sit together at a time and chalk out
programmes accordingly. There should be some amount of
harmony, as well as co-ordination amongst the Ministers, which

will not only save a lot of money but also serve both the purpose
and this will enable the Ministers to see things for themselves

and  there will also bf:l cconomy. Sir, I have also another
objection to a thing which is very oftenly indulged in, that is,

when any Minister goes to a particular constituency except in
the case of the Chief Minister, we do not know who is visiting

that constituency. Take for instance my constituency, except in
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the case of Finance Minister and the Public Works Decpartment
Minister, we do not know when the Ministers go - to that
constituency. Sir, it is the duty of the Minister to inform the
Member in-charge of the constituency, whether he belongs. to
the party in power or not, so that the Member in-charge of the
constituency also may bring up certain things and also
discuss important matters with the M nister visiing that
_constituency, otherwise the people will think that the Minister
has come there not specially for governmental Wor ks but for
patty works mainly. It is not wise to serve as a Minister forgets
all governmental works and remembers only party work,
Therefore, Sir, it is necessary for Ministers to keep all the times
in their minds that they are first Ministers and then parly men.
Therefore, Sir, as I have already said the Minister \«f1‘§1€ gong
out on tour should supply information to the Members in-charge
of the constituency so that the people may not think that the
Minister has come just to perform some functions or do some
organisations or popularise the organisation and not for doing
the actual governmental work. Sir, this is very importani, and
Sir, as I have said and as my Friend Mr. Bhattacharyya has said
that these are not unprecedented things or unwarranted things.
Therefore, Sir, we must try our best to prepare our Budget 1n
such a way that these unforeseen contingencies may also be
taken into account, so that every time we must not come to
this House to discuss again and ~again that the Ministers want
so much for their tours.

. We don't want this . Sort .. of -thing. . We; dongl
like. to discuss the same subject over and over again.
The people outside do not like to hear the = same
thing every time that provision is made for the Ministers’ tours.
Therefore, Sir, it is necessary that the Budget should be pre-
pared as accurately as possible; but this is not done and if this

had been done, so much heat would not have generated in the
debates.

I hope these things should be taken into account.

Shri DAlB/IR SINGH LOHAR: @ wczivd, i3 3%
NNTNIFT SBIBIET CledmE @3 wwas A§inzas gud 9F64 Flact AT
- BT 495 Tq 2 I @ atefs ez iz wieife (Ffone Eive c2i
9T | 42 3T AR FF MG @ w7y oz olE @12 G7EIS ACAB
Ffata qgg cFiem Gz AT 7 9993 G el |
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’ a3l SRS T Ah At B wfg g :
|
|

i T cordtere. w5 JINCE
B q0S FT AT A= me armw oSy wfaca, sioe A
9l TR FRCY ATT WD wihw | @1F s wep Relee <t
FIAT AT ATTWIZT 7MY | w7 Wil o Retis @i Bt <77
IR T2 AR 2T (AT TS WAlT  sAfers oF e @E FHetln
THI [ AT R TN @2 3 39 ot w6y cleRE tardRics

.- @ @@
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2 a1 000 AR Tz TS Bl “lifeats wgls i @lfey, CRA
s Y e CeTdRita cifeE, o1% Ee 4iwreEd 11 o 2ied AT
4y Rt SSFlS T *f3 o2 5120a 1% A2 G Al T Ffaw |
gy TRl ifeE  AZAE W @t cama wifra gferaidm TEE FR
T | CardTs foewa SEAEiaT Facde 994 Acstala waE T e |
Btz #l 3= Aifs @ WEFa [Ae? sm FiFedz e 9] T
wfqq #ifEca 1 afr TaEEs asEceced Ale afq csical JgEa 4id Zifq z4-
TSN cetazta Gfla fEldivas Am zarel Z0 g@ta (Adjournment
motion) @iff €% TMHs zaEA FlEcAczesd | Afg ST Fied @A
R iota B afdF 495 wafaE  AiatT  wiyE AacEen wfag | I
R B | a2 feRs AT qE Sty cord ceiom Az i Al
413 cilaiea | w@wE ita s fawifa ar Fifes ; Sl BIAfD
IS AT T FEAEACE Al fge | cordenFA  cdfea FiRes W
s At FArae @ile Aeas TF FfEc | dfecs @2 £0,000 B
FIaCt 331 AR @lach Biow cztay AT | A2 A FA SFENTS TS
A (A 7w ) 71 SHIbI whedialz @t wiE icAsT T AL
TS wEts fHiwe |

Mr. SPEAKER : In the meantime we shall try to have a
convention here that after the Leader of the Opposition finishes
his speech the Minister in-charge will have the right to reply.

owever, this was not done before and the hon. Members did
not know. Therefore I allowed Mr. Das to specak as I have
8110wec.1.thc other side. But in future after the Leader of the

PPosition finishes his speech the Minister in-charge will reply:

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I respect this con
vention Sir, but I shall not speak now. I shall speak on the
Same subject in my cut motion.

m FS~1‘1 ri MOTIRAM BORA (Miunister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
th}(; 1gilen(-1’ Mr. Bhattacharyya is at his old game again. During
Friengt i&scumo“ on flood situation only the other day, my
ini t’ a Bhattacharyya, -eferred to the extensive tours of the
>'°18 and he expressed his opinion that Ministers shpuld not
‘t%%r;'selThe Ministers will remain in the capital devoting
the OfﬁveS to policy matters and leaving works to be done by
was ro%erf;' Sir, at that time, 1 thought Mr. Bhattacharyya
to thp ably not serious and therefore I did not make any reply
k e points. Tam glad that our lady Member, Mrs. Bartha-
H5 had givenmenyspood reply to those points raised by Mr.
Bhattacharyya. Now, Sir, when I find Mr. Bhattacharyyals
again bringing forward that charge, it has led me to a rather
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furious thought. Why M., Bhattacharyya opposes the Ministers
going out helping and rendering relief to our distressed p{ﬂople f
What objection can be there  to Ministers going out in these
abnormal times when 17 lakhs of our population in our State
are in acute distress ? People were crying from all corners for
help. Resolutions after

resolutions  were passed that Govern-
ment should come and sce the gricvances with their own eyes.
Hundreds of petitions were

pouring from those distressed
people. Some of our Friends in the Opposition have also wanted
us that we should go and see the condition of our people. They
have themselves invited the Ministers to g0 and see the condi-
tions of the people S0 that at the time of rendering help and
relief, prompt and immediate measures can be taken. With this
end in view, some Members sitting in the Opposition also desire
that we should go out. Tam glad that my Friend, Mr. Goswami,
the Leader of the Opposition, has thought it necessary for
Ministers in such abnormal times to g0 out but why Mr. Bhatta-
charyya alone is against the Ministers going out and see the con-
ditions of the people. Now, my furious thinking has led me to
certain conclusions. Is it because the party that Mr. Bhatta-
charyya represents do not like the T'epresentatives of this side to
go to the people ? Thig feeling _of mine is rather strengthened
by certain things that I have noticed during my tours. I find,
Sir, in most places of our country  the people are simple villa-
gers who have been kept

under certain false hopes, under false
illusions. These people have heen told, ’

_ [ “‘look here your Govern-
ment is not doing this and that or this and that sort of thing.
Our people in certain areas are generally very simple and very
backward. Such people have been kept under some sort of
mis-apprehensions and mis=representations of facts by some people
against the party in power, The general charge is this Govern.
ment is not the Government of the people, this Government
does not think of the People an

_ d things of that sort. Now, Sir
when the Ministers really com } ot

e¢in contact with the people, as
Ministers they have more facts, they g

re in  possession of more
facts and figures they can remoye these false expressions in the
mind of the people and  they can te]] the people, “look here,
your Ministers arc sending : assistance is possible to our
distressed people’’. Then most of th
sioned when they see yvith their own
the Government moving into
and immediate measures.

of the House, Sir, th

, the villages and taking prompt
It is not k;

10wn to the hon. Members
at there are some people, certain parties in
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our State that work with the view to exploit the miseries of the
people and they want that the people should remain in their
miserable condition. The misery should be there, SO that they
can exploit the people. But if on contrary, the Government make
efforts to render help and relicf to the people, they feel, their
profession is gone. Sir, in certain areas of our State, certan
people have really become disillusioned. 1t is therefore mota
question of Rs.30,000 that my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya does
not agree. He has some apprehensions which are fundamental
to him. He did not like the constant movement -of the Govern-
ment with the people lest the people will be disillusioned when
they realise that they are served well by the Government.
Therefore, Sir, the thing is not on the smallness or bigness of the
amount but because Government move in this way and take
immediate steps to remove the miseries of the people which
may jeopardise the interests of the party. How can they exploit
unless the misery of the people is not there ? It is for this reason
that Mr. Bhattacharyya objects that we should not go outon
tour. As a matter of fact people want us to go to them.
personally feel that this year the promptitude and eagerness
with which the distress of the people has been attended to by
Government is, to a great extent, due tO the constant move-
ment of the many Ministers in the country. Therefore, Sir, I
feel that my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya’s objection is actuated
with a set purpose. He has a decp laid purpose behind his
objection. How can a resonable man object to Ministers
%ﬁmg and seeing the distressed people and rendering relief to
Mim ]%Ahnless he has some motive behind ? This _objectlon of
Now %EEaCha"YYE} is the result of that deep laid 1purp((i)s‘(:e.
refer to ms on this subject Mr. Bhattacharyya was p ezllgebl.o
Works D Y visit to Morigaon. He also referred to the Public
cpartment Minister’s visit to Ranglya. I do not know

why my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, has referred to the Public

Works . .
De.partment Minister’s visit to Ranglya constantly. Is it

?rlgr:ln:g;t;c;?it lghat the whole Rangiya area should be excluded
left out to hi Y the_ Public Works Department Minister anF1
intention thr:‘ for his preaching (laughter)? If that is not his
Works ]L)(,i'pa.rt;[l1 Why should heobject SO much to the_Pubhc
visit to MorigaointS.Mlmster visiting Rangiya £, Regarding my

d T must visit ir, T must say thatl feel it my duty todg
e Visit my constituency as much as others, because
after all I have been sent here by my constituency and as such
I have some duty to my constituency. In a democratic country

=
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the Ministers must be allowed to visit their constituenc;es, not
only their constituencies but other constituencies as well if there
be need. Therefore, Sir, I not only visit my constituency but
other constituencies also. IfI do not go to my constituency
then how I can contact the people of my constituency and
besides me who will visit my constituency at the time of need ?
This is done not only in our country but in other advanced
countries like America, England, and so on, If I am expected
to nurser the growth of democracy in that area, I must

go to my constituency, Morigaon, because the people there were
affected by flood and T must try to remove their miseries as far
as possible.

My Friend, Mr. Goswami wanted to know fro;
two or three M]'n_istcrs should go together without a
two or three Ministers do not go togethe

must be some planning when two or three of them go together
toa certain place and thereby they can do better service to the
people and that also ultimately leads to savings of money. I
may give an instance in this respect. My Friend, Shri Gogoi,
referred to the flood-affected people of Panidehing in the Sibsa-
gar District. He wanted that those people be given settlement
in the Rangali area which is a Forest Reserve. As thisis a
forest area, it is not my power to throw open this or any part of
this area for cultivation by the flood-affected people. 1In that
case if my colleague, the Forest Minister, 80 together with me to
see things by ourselves and to take immedjate steps by which
some relief is given to the needy people should there by any
objection? In such cases, Sir, we o bring about
better result and so there 1S 50 ithout making
such planning how can we visit nd at the same
time ? . ! '

My Friend, Mr. Goswami, also magde a grievance that the
Ministers when they go out On tour to visit certain areas, do
not generally give any Previous information to the respective
Members. Ido not know. Sir, how he can make this grievance.
In his case probabl}f he does not 8¢t any such information
because often he remains very busy visiting other places in con-
nection with his legal profession. We generally like to have
the advantage of his assistance anq Co-operation in matters
relating to his constituency

n me why
i plan. Sir,
t without a plan. There

areas together 3

------------

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAM] .

I have received com-
plaints from many Members

of the Opposition, Sir, that the
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Ministers do not inform them of their visits to their constituen-
cies.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Gene-
rally I send information of my visit to the Members concerned.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : [ get information from
the Chief Minister. '

_ Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : For the informa-
tion of my Friend, Mr. Goswami, I can tell him that this time
many of the important decisions regarding flood relief were
taken by the Ministers in consultation with the Members of the
OPPO_Sl'clon in meetings. For instance, with Mr. Ghana Kanta
Gogoi we had very important discussion. He was invited by
me and he attended a meeting at Dibrugarh where some 1mpor-
tant decisions after consultation with him and others were taken.
My Fnel}d, Mr, Umaruddin, who is sitting behind Mr. G oswami,
was moving with me from place to place in his subdivision. We
toured together and we arrived at a lot of decisions by cons‘:ul_ta-
tion. Similarly my Friend, Mr. Tajuddin, who is also sitting
behind Mr. Goswami was moving with me during my last visit
to Barpeta. We toured there for days together. "T'his sufficient-
ly proves the attitude of the Government. This Government 1s
always for co-operation and we do not feel that there is any

arm i_n getting views and advice from the l\/Iembcrs_of the
Opposition. We always want their co-operation and advice. As
a matter of fact, our Prime Minister has also asked the people

elonging to other parties to Co-operate with him in development
work of the Government. When the Prime Minister offers such
co-operation, how small fries like us can refuse it ? Therefore,

DIL, 1o say that we are non-operative or irresponsive to them
15 a very unkind remark.

o rlz/ly Friends, Mr. Umaruddin and Mr. Goswami, v‘vanted tha-t
0 preparing the Budget we should try to be as accurate as pos
sible. _ But there are abnormal andunforeseen circumstances
In which cases it may not be always possible to be so. In
unforeseen circumstances the budget figures have got to swell
more or less. In view of this, Sir, this should not be taken very

serious notice of. s

My Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, referred to the amount
of Rs.22,000 in the Supplementary Demand. Again we
are coming for Rs.30,000 under this head. Of course, it
1s true that we wanted Rs. 20,200 on that occasion but
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that was not for touring of Ministers but for advertisement
charges of the Public Service Commission. All these things are
lumped together under one head, and the amount of Rs.20,200
wa: needed for advertisement charges of the Public Service
Commission and not for touring of Ministers. In removing the
mis-understanding of my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, on that
ground, Sir, my ¥riends sitting behind me and also those sitting
in front and belonging to our Party have given good replies to
the points raised by the Opposition Members.

Maulavi I MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: What is the

policy underlying the touring of Ministers ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :
the country. This is a welfare State. We have
of development works costing crores of rupees. S
we want to develop our cottage industries
development of our cottage industries by
area where cottage industries have devel
we think the money spent in touring is
policy.

Development of

taken up a lot
ay for instance,
; 1f it helps in the
touring in a particular
oped to a great extent,
well-spent. That is the

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Is it the policy

to train up Ministers n specialised and technical lines, or to
train up officers ? This is what I want to know,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :

training of Ministers comes. At least my Friend will credit us
with that amount pf imtelligence to understand that no man
can be trained up in course of a month or so.

Mr. SPEAKER : Our Ministers
trained people. >

No question of

aresupposed to be

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : There
question of trainining of Ministers,
abroad to see things for themselves, to get an idea of how
things are done, what agencies are doing them, and so on : in
short, justto geta broad idea of the -development works and
not to be trained as officers. He is under a mis-apprehension.
(4 voive :—Does it apply to Members also ?)  Yes, if it is con-
sidered that sending a particular Member outside will help the
cause of development of the country, surely we shall send him

is no
Ministers are sent out
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Sir, with these observation I close my speech.

Supplementary Demands for Grants

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND No. 1

(7.—Land Revenue)

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): On thc recom-
mendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move tl}at
an additional sum of Rs.20,000, be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray certain charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending 31st March 1955 for the admi-
nistration of the head—‘¢7.—Land Revenue’ .

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 2! ... 44,16,200
IT.—Supplementary grant voted by the Assembly during 12,000
July-August 1954 Session.
Additional amount now required S anr 20,000
III.-—Sub-bead under which the Supplementary grant will be
accounted for -— .
Sixth
General Schedule (Part Total
A) Area
Rs. Rs. Rs.

F.—Survey, Settlement and record operations—
(a) Assam Surveys-— 000
(7v) Traverse section : .. 20,000 e 2t

The explanatory notes given below will explain the need of
this demand.

EXPLANATORY NOTES :

The amount is required for construction of 3,500 concrete pillars o
demarcating the boundaries of 400 villages of the District of Goalpara to be
traversed by the Assam Surveys during the eusuing field season of 1954-55.

.The_expenditure could not be foreseen in view of the fact that the
rapid stride made by the Assam Surveys Department in the village traverse
in Goalpa.ra was unexpected and therefore no budget provision was made.

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that an additional sum
Of_RS-ZO:OOO, be_granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray cer-
tain charges which will come in the course of payment during
the Yooy ending 31st March 1955, for the administration of the
head—*“7.—Land Revenue’’.

(Tl moLonsse ipitiby h 1 uestion before the
House, and adopted.) P y the Chair as a q

SUPPLEMENI ARY DEMAND No. 2
(8.—State Excise)

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.-RQY (Minister): On the
recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move.
that an additional sum of Rs.7,480, be granted to the Minister-

in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in the
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course of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1955 for
.« e - ~ ~ " : 3
the administration of the head—*8 —State Excise”.

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly £ .. 10,86,000
II.—-Supplementary grant voted by the Assembly during 75,800
July-August 1954 Session.
Additional amount now required .. o &1 7,480
ITI.—Sub-head «.nder which the Supplementary grant will be
accounted for :—
Six'h
General  Schedule (Part  Tetal
\) Arecus
" Rs. Rs. Re.
B.—District Executive cstablishment-— )
5. Prohibition proganda 7,480 2 7,480

The explanatory notes given below will explain the need of
this demand.
EXPLANATORY NOTES
The amount is required for m
pur district and two others {or Si
able for service very soon.

The amount is required for the following det

aintenance of one vehicle of the Lakhim-
>sagar and Darrang which will be avail-

ailed heads :—
' e . Rs.
(a) Official Organisation—

Maintenance of Motor Vehicles

6,600
Pay of casual employees

880

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that an additional
sum of Rs.7,480, be granted to the Minister-in-charee to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending 31st March 1955, for the administra-
tion of the head ‘‘8.—State Excijse”. :

(The motion was put by the Chair as a question before the
House and adopted.)

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND No 3

(10.—Forest)

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : On the recommen-
dation of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,to move that an
additional sum of RS.1,4'8,974|, be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray certain charges which will come in the course

of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1955, for ad-
ministration of the head —10.—Forest’.
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Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 47,586,100
II.—Grant voted in July-August 1954 Session of the 2,30,700
Assembly.
Additional grant now required 1,48,974
111.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant
will be accounted for :—
Sixth
General Schedule (Part Total
A) Arcas
Normal—
B.(a) Conservancy and Works—
Rs. Rs. Rs.
II.—Timber and other pro- 3,360 7,479 10,839
.duce removed from
Forests by Consumers
and Purchasers
VI.—Communications and . 500 20,000 20,500
buildings.
VIII.—Miscellaneous 12,420 12,420
Total 16,280 27,479 43,739
Development Schemes (Art. 275)—
B.—Conservancy and Works—
VI.—Communications and 75,000 18,787 93,787
buildings.
C.—Establishment
2. Pay of Establishment .. 3,020 2,000 5,000
Total 78,000 20,787 98,787
De"elgpﬂ;ent Schemes (Five-Year
an)—
Bi—2. Conservancy and Works—
VI.—Communications and 6,428 6,428
buildings.
Grand total e 1,00,708 48,261 1,48,974
The explanatory notes given below explain the need of

this demand.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

B(G)II.-—'A sum of Rs.2,880 is required for staff for markings and dis-
posal of windfallen trees of the Goalpara and Kamrup Divisions. Another
Ll n.f RS"H.}O 1s required for entertainment of a Forester for six months for
checking of illegalities at Boko gate.

The amount of Rs.7,479, is required in connection with the working
out of the Narenggiri Unclassed State Forest which is now under Garo Hills
District Council. The amount could not be provided in the budget for
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1954-55 due to non-settlement of the terms and conditions of the operation
and apportionment of revenue with the District Council. The amount
represents the cost of marking trees, making camp shed, pay and allowances
of the temporary staff to be entertained.

B(a)VI.—The amount of Rs.500 is required for construction of a tem-
porary structure at Palasbari Revenue Station to carry on the work of
checking of timbers. The expenditure is unforeseen.

The amount of Rs.20,000 is required for improvement of a Forest Road
which is found essential for operation of the Narenggiri Unclassed State
Forest.

B(a)VIII.—An amount of Rs,500 is required to meet the expenditure
for dismantling the Palasbari Forest Be

t at Office threatened by the last
Brahmaputra erosion.

An amount of Rs,1,970 is required to meet the addition
on staff employed in connection with settlement of flood-
certain Reserves of the Lakhimpur District.

The extra amount of Rs.9

al expenditure
affected people in

esources.
Development Schemes (Article 275)—

B-1-VI (General)—An amount of Rs.75,000 is required for construction
of the Haltugaon-_Saralpara Road on Kharikatia-Dessoj Valley Road since
approved by Ind}a.

B-I-VI.——-(gleh Schedule Are?s).—-—-A sum of Rs.12,787 is required for the
construction and maintenance of certain roads si i
Another sum of Rs.6,000 is requj ance approved by India,
at Nongpoh. 1

C-2—Establishment.—The additional
entertainment of a Doctor and a Co
and partly for meeting expenditure
paid Government Seivants.

requirement is partly for
mpounder for the Basugaon Dispensary
duc to increased rate of pay to the low

Development Schemes (Five-Year Plan)—

B-2-VI.—The amount of Rs.6,428 is required for supply of water in
the Compound totf the Assam Fti)rest School at Jhalukl?:ﬁ-iy and Walso ftlar
making payment to two men employed for g ’ -
ture \fagnot foreseen at the ti 4 pumping water, The expendi

me of preparing the budget.
Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that an additional
sum of Rs.1,48,974, be granted to the Minister in-charge to
defray certain charges which wil]

: come in the course of ayment
during the year ending 31st March 1955, for the adminIi)st?ation
of the head ‘“10.—Forest’’,

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker;,
Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.10,839 under
Supplementary Demand No.3, Major head 10.—Forests,
Minor head—B, (a)—Conservan

cy and Works, Sub-head—II.
Timber and other produce removed from Forests by consumers

and purchasers, at page 2 of the List of Supplementary
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Demauds be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the - whole
Supplementary Demand of Rs.1,48,974 do stand reduced: by
Riesl:
Sir, this is a very small matter and yet I have to move this
cut motion. My intention in moving this motion is to show
how the sum allotted for maintaining additional * stafl fop
marking and barking of windfallen trees and checking illegali-
ties in certain gates is inadequate.

Sir, you may know that during the years 1952 to 1954,
more than 20,000 Sal trees were felled by storms in different
localities of South Kamrup alone. The Forest Department
with its limited staff could not make the barking of trees in
time ; as a result most of the trees were destroyed by worms
and the Forest Department had to sell them to the contractors
at a very lowrate. Ifa tree remains in this condition for
more than a month it is damaged by worms. For lack of
adequate staff the trees could not be barked in time and as
such the trees were damaged by worms and the Department
did not get the actual price.

So also marking of windfallen trees should be very
prompt otherwise price or value which these timbers wou
have given to the Government would never comeé =o. The
amount allotted here for maintaining staff is quite inadequate.
The Forest Department should increase the staff and should
increase labour so that these things can be done very quickly
and in that case Government will not lose moncy.

Then again, Sir, a small amount of Rs.480 is allotted for
checking illegalities by having a check-post at Boko. Unless, the
Government allot more money for checking, illegalities will
increase day by day. There is a check gate in Boko an
know that many forest produce from Bijni are coming um
fr‘na.rked to Gauhati side ; so more money should be allotted
CC;:‘ II?ore check gates and not only that,_there shou}d be
tinﬁ%é;gpaslgosts 1IN some rivers also by Wthh. theSe llngal

0, Sir, with a view to stop more illegalities and to get
more royalties by Governmerslt Er)n(mey shouﬁl be provided in
these heads sufficiently
SOk %rRsz(f‘%%ER © Cut Motion moved is that the provis
head 10;-];‘0restllnder Supplementary Demand No.3, Majoé‘
Works, Stb:hesd S’I M1por head—DB (a@)—-Conservancy. ail
f i b —II—Timber and other produce removed
rom fosl‘eStS Y consumers and purchasers, at page 9 of the
List of Supplementary Demands be reduced by Re.l, t.e., the

amount of the whole Supplementary Demand of Ris:1,48.974

do stand reduced by Re.l.

s



1954] SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 2707

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
T'am constrained to say that the Hon’ble Mover of this Motion
15 not ‘correct to say that the grant provided for the purpose
18 not adequate and as a result the Forest Department in dis-
posing ‘of the timbers has lost Government revenue.

' 'Sir] immediately after some trees were thrown down by
the wind last year, ‘'we engaged staff to bark them and the
trees which could not be barked in the Kamrup district were
disposed of under a certain system which gave us the reasonable
price. "I am afraid, = Sir, the Hon’ble Mover has not cited
any'instance in which or by which the Government sold timber
at a price at which Government ought not to have sold. This
is a very vague charge ‘that Government has lost in selling these
trees that were not barked by the Department. There-
fore, his charge that the provision for the stafr is not adequate
and his charge that due to the inadequate provision ,the Govern-
ment has lost in revenue are absolutely baseless and without
any foundation.

Secondly, _Sir, he says that there are chances for commit-
ting illegalities in other areas and the Forest Department is to
instal gates there also. ‘There may be need for many
more gates but the provision of Rs.469 1s the amount meant
for only one gate, and so if M., Choudhury would have said
that the amount is small for checking illegalities for the gate
and more amount of money is necessary in that case there would
have been certain foundation or certain basis of his argument.
There may be necessity for more gates for which I have not

come with any demand. I have come before the House for

approval of a little amount which is necessary for installing one
gate, i.c., at Boko only. Theref‘ore, in moving this Cut Motion

he is not right in saying .What he said and so I request him
to withdraw his Cut Motion an

land support my Demand,
. Mr. SPEAKER: Will M, Chaudhury withdraw his
Motion ?

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY :
red that Government will take

illegalities, I have no objection to

If I am assu-
all possible steps to stop
withdraw my Motion,

Mr. SPEAKER :
for this purpose.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) :
we are asking for money for installation of
the Department is very keen to check illeg

In fact you are asking for more money

The vary fact that
one gate shows that
alities.

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).
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Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
beg to move that the provision of Rs.12,420 under Supple-
mentary Demand No.3, Major head —10,— Forests, Minor head
B. (a)—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head B. (a)—V1II Miscel-
lancous, at page 2 of the List of Supplementary Demands be re-
duced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole Supplementary
Demand of Rs.1,48,974 do stand reduced by Re.l.

My intention of moving this Cut Motion is to discuss the
nature of investigations of the economic possibilities for the pur-
pose of improvement of the forest resources of Assam for
which 2 sum of Rs,9,950 has been earmarked as detailed in the
Explanatory Note.

Mr. SPEAKER : You want to discuss the policy. How
can you do that ?

_ Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Sir, it is not a que-
tion which involves any policy. Itis the provision for enter-
tainment of certain officer to do certain things. Sir, the forests
of Assam are all there and the possibility of explorng the
resources are also there. Therefore I want to say that ouf
GOV“}I‘_Hment should have foreseen the need and made necessary
provision for making necessary investigation at the time when
the Budget was prepared. At this late session of the Assembly,
the Forest Minister has now come forward with a Supplemen-
tary Demand for entertaining a certain officer to explore the
possibility of exploring those resources. Sir, we do not know
what useful purpose will be served by the visit of this officer
and what fresh possibilities arising in the meantime necessl-
tated the investigations at this belated hour of the year.
The reason of my bringing in this Cut Motion is to have some€
more light on the subject from the Forest Minister, and in case

e can satisfy us with his reasons that have necessitated this

provision, then of course, I will withdraw my objections.

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the provision
i)lf RS.12,420 under Supp]ementary Demand N0-3: Major
V\{;ad — 10.—Forests, Minor head—B. (a)—Conservancy and
thorllf-s> Sub-head—B, (a)—VIII Miscellaneous, at page « of
he ist of Supplemeatary Demands be reduced by Re. 1, z.¢.,
the amount of the whole Supplementary Demand of Rs.1,48,974
do stand reduced by Re.l.

: Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, from what I have heard from the hon. Mover of this Cut



1954] SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 2709
Motion it appears to me that the hon. Mover wants to know as
to why Budget provision wasnot made for the officer, and secon-

dly, for what reasons his visit to Assam is considered necessary.
These are the only two points,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: And who
is this officer ?

Shri RAM NATH DAS (Minister) : That is a new point
to which I think, I should not reply.

This Government have }

cen  trying since 1952 ta get an
expert from the F. A..0. ofthe United Nations,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: What is
theph. A, O.?

Mr. SPEAKER : That
to test the knowledge of
question.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Itis well known
to the Members of this House and also to those outside that
this State is full of forest resources and many industries can
be built up out of these forest resources, But nobody can
undertake to establish any industry merely on the vague
- knowledge of information abou

: | t the existence of plenty of raw-
materials without taking prope

; r stock of these. Therefore some
survey with regard to the stock and potentiality of the forest

resources 1s necessary. So we wanted an expert to go into these
matters thoroughly. Since 1952 the Government of Assam have
been moving the Governmient of India to help this Govern-
ment with an expert for this purpose from the F. A. O. But
the Government of India was not able to give us fixed time
as to when the expert could be sent from the F. A. O. or could
be available to us. This is the ! 5

> ISthe reason why Government could not
make any Budget provision in

udg advance. This year, however, we
have been intimated by the Government of India that our
request for the expert could be ¢

omplied with this year, and
accordingly _thc expert has already come and joined this
Government in the month of August last. Hence this provision
has become necessary, and I have now come forward with
this Supplementary Demand. Had the intimation from the
Government of India regarding the time of arrival of this
expert been received before the Budget was framed, then of
course the amount could have he

en provided for in the Budget,
and this supplementary provision would mnot have been at all
necessary. We could not make any budget provision because

of the fact that the intimation from™ the Government of India
was received rather late,

question is made with a view
Minister, I cannot allow that
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Sir, T, have been asked to explain two points, viz., why
no budget provision has been regularly made for the current
year. I have explained that point. The other point is; why
the expert is necessary ; to that alsoI have replied. There-
fore, Sir I would like to request the hon. Mover of this Cut
Motion to be pleased with my replies and see his way to with-
draw the Cut Motion. ‘

Mr. SPEAKER : Have you agreed to -withdraw your

motion.

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOIi Ves, Sir, :
- (The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House withdrawn:)
(The original motion was then put and adopted.).

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Nichols-Roy to move Supple-
mentary Demand No. 4. :

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND No. 4.

(11-Registration)

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) : On the re-
commendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that an additional sum of Rs.7.917 be granted to the
_Minister-in-charge to defray certain charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending 3lst March,
1955, for the administration of the head ¢‘11—Registration.”

Rs.
1.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly ke 1,72,400
I1.—Supplementary grant voted by the Assembly
during July-August 1954 Session.
Additional amount now required . 7,919
III.—Sub-head under which the Supplementary
grant will be accounted for :—
Sixth Schedule
General (Part A) Areas Total
s ’ Rs. Rs. Rs.’
A—District charges— y
2. Pay of Establish ment . 3’000 % 3,000
3. AHOv_vance z'md Honoraria 3,627 i 3,627
4. Contingencies ENNEY 210 80 1,290

- —— e e

Total .. 7,837 80 7,917
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THE EXPLANATORY NOTES BELOW WILL EXPLAIN
THE NEED OF THE DEMAND

EXPLANATORY NOTES

A-2. The amount is required due to revised (increased) pay of low-
paid Government servants,

3(¢) The additional amount of Rs.2,000 is required for (¢) opening
of a commission-basis Sub-Registry office at Katlicherra (Cachar District)
and the proposed opening of another at'Ratabari in the district of Cachar.

(#) Payment of an honorarium of Rs.500 to Sub-Registrar for doing
additional work in connection with separation of Assam Records.

(s2) The additional sum of Rs.1,127 is necessary for meeting the
additional Travelling Allowances and Dearness Allowances of Sub-Registry
Offices as mentioned at 3 (i) above.

4, The additional amount is required for :—

(i) to pay the house rent of the Dhing Sub-Registry Office building
for 1953-54. ‘The amount provided was surrendered as the same could
not be paid due to certain correspondence going on with the oW e oE
the house for repair, etc.

(iz) to meet the cost of binding of some old registers and ‘indexes,

(¢i2) to purchase furniture for more extra writers entertained to clear up
arrear work.

(tv) to make local purchase o
indented stationery articles.

(v) to meet the increased cost of remittance of registration receipts
which are increasing,

[stationery articles due to non-receipt of

.~ Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is :

That an additional sum of Rs.7,917 be granted to the
Minister-in-charge to defray certain charges which will come
in the course ofp'aymeng during the year ending 31st March,
1955 for the administration of the head “‘11—Registration.’’

(The Motion was put as a question before the House and
was adopted.) |

- (At this stage, tl}e Speaker vacated the Chair, and the
Deputy Speaker occupied it.) |

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND No.5.
(12-Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act).

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): On the re-
commendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that an additional sum of Rs.30,000 be granted to the
Minister-in-charge to defray certain charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending 31st March,
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1955 for the administration of the head ¢12.—Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly .. 13,41,100
1I.—Additional grant voted by the Assembly ... 51,500
in the July 1954 Session.
Additional grant now required . 30,000

ITI.—Sub-head under which the additional
grant will be accounted for—
Gencral  Sixth Schedule  Total

(Part A)
Areas
Rs. Rs. Rs.
A .—Charges for collection 3 30,000 i 30,000
The explanatory notes given below explain the need of this

demand.
EXPLANATORY NOTES

.The demand of Rs.5,000 is for T. A. of officers and is due to increased
ton:lrmg and transfer of District Transport Officers and frequent R.T.A
S Lreciate Boards’ meetings to maintain administrative efficiency. =
i The provision of Rs.43,000 under other non-contract Contingencies is
insufficient so much so that another provision of Rs.25,000 is considered
essential. - Tt was estimated when the Budget was framed that 8 Motor
Cycles. o Enforcement Staff would cost Rs.25,000 but now it appears that
the price has since gone up and these will cost ,more than Rs.40,000. Over
2nd above, petrol prices and insurance charges will also account for another
Rs.10,000 which will have to be provided for. Hence an additional grant
of Rs.25,000 is considered essential.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is:

. _That_ an additional sum of Rs.30,000 be granted to the
. Inlster-m-c'harge to defray certain charges which will come
In the course of payment during the year ending 3lst March,
1955 for the administration of the head ¢‘12.—Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

_ Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I beg to move that the
Provision of Rs.30,000 under Supplementary Demand I\{o.S,
Major head—12. ’Charges on account of Motor Vehicles
Taxqtion Act, Sub-head—A—Charges for collection at page 5 of
the list of Supplementary Demands, be refused, .e., the amoun(;
?gfl?;:d_vvhde Supplementary Demand of Rs.30,000do stan

Mr. Deputy S ir. in the Explanatory Note the sum
has been split wp ia o pars.. Ke.5,000 for T A. of officers and
1S due to increased touring and transfer of District Transport

flicers and frequent R. T. A. and Appellate Boards meetings
o maintain administrative efficiency ; and another Rs.15,000 ;
due to the rise of price of motor cycles which we wanted to ’:
purchase for the Enforcement Staff and Rs.10,000 for other |
accounts. ‘ ,

(O Ty e R T o e
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Sir, first of all, about the R. T.
have grave doubts, 1 beg to say
functioning well and even this Rs.5,000 will not in any way
increase their efficiency. About the District Transport Officers

also, we have seen that there are various serious allegations
made against them from districts of I

Darrang, Nowgong, etc.
In the last session of the Assembly, I brought a question about
certain cases made against some District: Transport Officers,
but I do not know what has happened to that.

We hear from people speaking frequently that these Dist-
rict Transport Officers indulge in various malpractices and
corruption and the people’s confidence in them is daily falling.
So, Sir, if we are to have the confidence of these people on
these officers, Rs.5,000 will not be cnough. It is necessary to

_ _ ole thing to look into the
roots of these allegations and if necessary, to change them.

A. of whose efficiency we
that R. T. A;s are not

Secondly, about the R. T. A.
very important case in the Hon.
Gauhati where certain serious allegations were brought against
the R. T. A., Dibrugarh, namely, the allegation of taking
bribes and illegal gratification. The Hon. High Court did not
go through those charges under Aricle 226, But the Hon. High
Court had to go for other confiidential records of the Officer
concerned, and if I remember well, the judgement delivered
by His Lordship the Chief Justice was this: ““Tt would have
been better to change the personnel of the R, AR a s
because they are not above suspicion.” So, Si . 3

| I, up till now this

has not been done and these are the people who are carrying

on still. What 1 want to say is that even allegations were
A : :

made before Hon. High Court against these officers. I do not

know how far these are true, but these allegations are there.

itself, recently there wasa
High Court’ of Assam at

Mr». DEPUTY SPEAKER - Are
proved ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI . I have not said that
these are proved.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA

(Minister) ; Sir, when
those members are absent here can the hon. Member say these
things ?

these  allegations

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are they proved facts ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: 71 .., stating only facts
nd allegations made in affidavit.
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Sir, my hon.
Friend was also present in that case.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, I was defending

the Government. These are public property and document,
therefore, I am entitled to repeat what was said there.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, the hon.
Member is going astray. He is criticising the members of the
R._T. A. who are not here and alleging that they are taking
bribes, etc., but they are not here, how can they give any
reply ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: How can they be here
— these are allegations against then. There is also an
obiter dicta of the High Coourt. There was another case in Lower "
Assam where the High Court has stated that as the State
Transport Organisation was not brought into being by proper
legislation, therefore, the Government was mnot entitled to have
monopoly over the Dhubri-Jagighopa Road and if the Dhu-
bri-Bilasipara Bus Association applied for permit where the
High Court has stated that if they would apply in Propey
form, the R. T. A. should consider it. They .a}?plled
accordingly ard the R. T. A. took advantage of a particular
section—Section 58 of the Motor Vehicles Act and ther
application was not considered.

(Here the Speaker re-entered the Charmber).

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) I thin.k
there is a statutory provision in this connection, and this

matter perhaps can be brought in proper form to the
Appellate Board. :

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: But, Sir, when appeals
are not preferred are we debarred from discussing these things
here ? Unless I develop my arguments, it is wrong for the
Minister on  that side to interrupt. Sir, the R.

A. should have published all these things in the
Gazette, but  they did not. But the R. T. A
should have firstly published all these notifications
in the Gazette. = These R. T. As. have created SO
many Irregularities and difficulties, they should be
whipped up. Prompt actions should have  been
taken against these R. T. As, Sir, in North Gauhati
there is no State Transport bus, there are private buses.

These private buses are so badly maintained and
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the conditions of certain buses

to the standard maintained by the State Transport that they
| should be removed but instead these buses were given per-

mits to ply on the road. These things, Sir, should be looked
into. Sir, if we really want good system of communication,
good system of bus service, then it is necessary not only to
give attention to the State Transport Organisation but to these
buses also. But what we have seen, the R. TiAs,
have given permits to such buses to ply on the road
and some of the buses stop on the road, some are carrying
overloading, etc., all these things are brought to their notice,
but nothing happens, no action is taken. We have seen
| that people who commit offence, even their permits are rene-
.~ wed. So, Sir, my whole point is that this sum of
' Rs. 5,000 is really nothing, and with this amount we cannot
maintain the efficiency ; efficiency should be throush super-
vision and action of the officers of the Department.

are so bad and so inferior

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Goswami,

g 1t seems you have gone
too far as to criticise the whole pol

icy of the Gevernment.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAM] -

| - AMI:  Ttis said that a sum of
1 Rs. 5,000 is necessary for maintaining the efficiency of the
:‘ Department.

Then, Sir, I am coming
really unfortunate is that we w
. for the Enforcement Staff at

o another point and what is
ant to purchase 8 motor cycles

a cost of Rs. 25,000, Now the
price has gone up to Rs. 40,000 ang we will have to pay

Rs.15,000 more. Sir, if we really wanted to purchase the 8 mo-

tor cycles, why order was not placed immediately and delivery
taken immediately and why should W€ pay now another sum
of Rs.15,000 ?

Mr. SPEAKER : <Debates on su

grants are restricted to the particulars, contained in the esti-

mates on which these grants are sought and the applica-
| tion of the items which compose
|

Pplementary and excess

‘ these grants and the de-
bate cannot touch the policy or the expenditure sactioned
on other heads by the estimate on which the original grant
i was obtained except, so far

as such policy or expenditure
is brought before the commit P

tee by the items contained in the
supplementary or excess grants’

| Mr. Goswami, I think under these restrictions you cannot
ﬁ touch the subject.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI :
of Rs.5,000 or if even more cannot main

I am saying that a sum
tain the efficiency.

e R ) e M SRR
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Mr. SPEAKER : Whether this amount is due to more
travelling and more checking ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) The members
of the R. T. As. and the Appellate Board are to hold
meetings and sittings frequently.

Mr, SPEAKER : Whether these meectings are necessaty
and the travellings are necessary or mnot, I shall be obliged
if Mr. Goswami will not criticise the Government policy.

_ Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I have finished that
point, whether I am allowed to speak or not—what 1 have
said I have said. T am speaking about efficiency.

_Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot discuss the question of
policy whether the man is honest or dishonest.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: My cut motion i
that this whole thing should be refused, because these are not
done properly. s

Mr, SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the provision
of Rs. 30,000 under Supplementary Demand No.5, Major head
12—Chasges on account of Motor Vchicles ‘Taxation .Act,
Sub-head—A Charges for collection, at page 5 of the List of
Supplementary Demands, be refused, i- ¢., the amount of the
whole Supplementary derﬁand of Rs. 30,000 do stand refused.

The House stands adjourned till 2 P. M.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 P. M.

(After Lunch)

_ Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this supplementary demand is split up into three paIts,
Rs. 3,000 for Travelling Allowance Rs. 25,000 for purchasing
motor cycles and Rs.10.000 for other accounts. Now, Sir,
I shall deal with purcﬁascs of motor cycles first. Sir, the
last date for submitting a schedule for the budget of the
current year is before the end of October. So, the Department
in -submitting the schedule considered the price prevailing at
the time and the budget was placed for copsideration of the
House 10 March last and passed in the session. So, in submitting
a schedule, quotations for the price are generally called for and
it 18 '10.ng before the preparation of the schedule for the budget,
So, it 1s well over a year or more, Now, when the Department
called for the quotations for the price of 8 motor cycles, 4 B.S.A,
cycles with side cars, 4 Norton cycles with side cars will cosi
Rs.37,740. The transport charge is approximately Rs.800
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sales-tax 1s Rs.2,358-12-0. Thus the actual cost will come to
Rs.50,899-12-0. The details can only be ascertained after
calling for the quotations at the time of the purchase
under the rate contract through the Director, Supplies and Dis-
posals, Government of India. The price for the current year
! appears to be higher than that ot the last year. This demand is

therefore necessary because the original provision was only
for Rs. 25,000,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Why have the prices
gone up ’

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): It is difficult
for me to say. The prices of motor vehicles have gone up because
the Government of India have only given licenses to certain
firms for selling transport vehicles who have taken up
construction programme in India. The Department probably
will have to pay Rs.4.000 more for each vehicle this year.
The Government of India probably desire that wvehicles
should be constructed in India and stop indent from foreign
country .

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean "they have restricted the
{ import ?

Shri SIDHIN:ATH SARMA (Minister): Yes, Sir. The
Government of India probably want to encourage the dealers who
4 have construction programme in India. The Government pur-

chases are made through the Director of Supplies and Disposals
through rate contract, if available, even then the price will
come up to this. Another sum of Rs. 10,000 is provided
under head, miscellaneous charges. This is for payment of
| petrol prices, maitenance, etc. It was thought originally

that some allowance should be given to the officers to meet
the petrol charges, repair charges of the vehicles like our Mini-
. sters’ vechicles but afterwards it was found that the officers may
| not undertake nccessary tours in order to save money out
| of such allowances. It is the intention of the Government
” that the vehicles should be used for checking purposes
, constantly or daily and the vehicles should be maintained
| Propel‘]'y,. but for want of petrol or for
! for checking should not be curtailed. It is t{ale intention that the
{ officer should be on dk}tY every day. This is the reason
why we propose to maintain the vehicles at Government
expenses and also to supply petrol, etc., at Government expenses.

So, this item was included and for this reason the amount
is necessary.

roper repair tours
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Has there been any corres-
ponding deduction on the other side ? :

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Yes, Sir, no
allowance will be provided for petrol and repairs, etc., for
vehicle. When the Government will supply petrol, for re-
pairs, etc., the officer will not get any allowance on
these accounts. So, Sir, cost of 8 motor cycles will be
Rs.37,740, transport charges will be Rs.800. sales-tax at
Rs. 2,358-12-0, petrol, etc., at Rs.10, 000. So the total amount
comes to Rs. 50,898-12-0, Therefore this Suplementary De-
mand is necessary.

There is another point, Sir, to which I propose to reply. As
regards the Travelling Allowance for the R. T.A.
and Appellate  Board’s Members, etc., my I'riend,
Mr. Goswami, has referred to certain extrancous matters.
Probably he would not have raised these matters unless he is
interested in them. Probably, ome of the near relatives of a
Member sitting behind him was involved in the matter and had
been affected by it. Sr, he refused to it.

It is k_ﬂf)wn to all Members and specially to the Leader_of
the Opposition that the transport activities have very much in-
creased in the State. Secondly, every Member desires that there
should he constant checking with a view to overloading and other
affairs. Then again offences have also increased, During the
current year about 600 cases were filed in the Shillong Court
aIOHC-_ Some of them have been recently disposed of and others
are still pending. Then again as soon as the construction of
a new road is finished or even before it is finished, there
arc demands for a new route and the R. T. A.
are to  hold their meetings at short intervals —to
dispose such matters. Due to the frequency of their meetings
the expenses on their halting and travelling have similarly 1n-
creased.  Lastly, Sir, the High Clourt has recently given a
ruling that every applicant for a permit is entitled to a hearing.
BormerlvitheSREFRIVA 5 07d riot give hearing to all the appli-
cations ; most of them ywere dispc;sed of summarily. But now
since the ruling of the High Court the R. T. A. have to give
hearing to every applicant and his representative. Therefore
their sittings have necessarily increased resulting in larger expen-
diture on the travelling and halting allowances of the members.
Fo?merly the RIS TA: held their meetings for a day or two at
a time, but now they have to sit for 6 or 7 days continuously
to give hearing to hundreds of applications. So 1s the case with
the appeals. An appeal which can be ‘disposed of within 10 or
15 minutes will take 13 or 2 hours, My Friend, the Leader of the
Opposition, will bear me out when I say that he himself appeared
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in a case and arcued for

1} hours or more which he probably
could have finished

in 15 minutes or so.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: 1 was citing a High
Court ruling.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Yes, Sir. He cited
the High Court ruling, and he cited so many relevant rulings and
things. So, it took longer hours for giving them hearing than
before. It will, thercfore, be seen that the Board has to sit longer
period than expected to hear some of the eminent lawyers like
my Friends, Shri Goswami, Shri Radhika Das (Loud” Laugh-
ter), and other eminent lawyers, So, Sir, the Appellate Board has
very often to extend the period of hearing by a day or so than
fixed originally. '

Then again formerly there were very few appeals. Now,
every person who is refused a permit will file an appeal and if
the appeal is disallowed or rejected, he will file review petition
and that too not only for once bug for several times. So,
the Appellate Board is'to giv

a _ Ve a hearing to all such appeals and
review petitions which are often moved by eminent lawyers. For
all these reasons mentioned

above, the R. T. A. and Appellate
Board it frequently or for longer period than expected and hence
the Travelling Allowance and halting allowance of the R. T. A.
and the Appellate Board members will be more than before.
Hence for this Suppleme

ntary Demand.
Then reference was made that some members of the
R. T. A., Upper Assam, are corrupt and Government have not
taken steps to remove them as yet.

Mr. SPEAKER : How do these come ? -
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Mry. Goswami
this matter. So a reply is necessary
because those Members are not in the House,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI - All that I said is that
in the High Court as wel] these allegations were
made, not that those all proved or -disproved.
When those allegations h € we have to see that
those against whom the are made remain above
suspicion.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister):  Sir, no
action can be taken or should be taken on mere allegation or on
suspicion unless such alleg

ations are prove
that those members are not efficient an

as outside
cgations were
ave been mad
allegations

d. He has also stated

d so on and so forth.
Sir, I am not a supporter of corruption. Even when an anony-
mous letter is received by me

: L ,I.a,t once send it to the Anti-
Corruption .Department for mquiry and report or the matter
s enquired into departmentally although Government may not

take notice of such letters, With a view to explain the actual



9720 SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS  [30rH Ocr,

position to the House, I propose to read out relevant portion from
the High Court judgment itself, because lot of mis-understand-
ing has arisen unnecessary propaganda was made. I am
reading trom the High Court judgment:

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Relevant portion, please.
Mr. SPEAKER : But there is no relevancy in that.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: There is relevancy.

Mr. SPEAKER : It has relevancy to tourings and trans=
fers. I do not understand how it is relevant to this partlcu]i‘-l'
martter. :

~ Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Ministur): “The petj—
tioners happened to be holders of permits standing in their
names for plying Stage Ca riage Buses on diflerent routes. The
permits according to the case of the petitioners were due to
expire in August, 1953 and the petitioners therefore applied for
renewal of their permits. All such applications were admit-
tedly placed for hearing by the Regional ‘Transport Authority
between the 24th and 28th of August, 1953. The case of the
petitioners is that their applications werc actually heard on
27th August, 1953 when they learnt that five of the members
had already been influenced by extrancous considerations and
had taken bribes. They had thus become incompetent to hear
those cases. The petitioners therefore filed an application on
that very day making definite allegations against these mem-
bers about the charges of bribery. ‘They had at first lodged_a
verbal complaint but at the direction of the Deputy Commis-
sioner, they followed it up with a written petition. A countel-
affidavit has been filed by the Secretary of the Regional Trans-
port Authority and in the affidavit, it has been stated that the
cases of the petitioners were actually heard on the 26th August
and not on the 27th as alleged by them and it was only when
adverS(? orders came to be passed against them that they came
out with allegations of bribery or corrupt practices against
some of the members of the Regional Transport Authority. It
would have been very desirable to maintain minutes of the
proceedings of the Regional Transport Authority in order to
show when these cases were actually taken up by that body ;
but we see no adequate reason to discard the statement on
affidavit made by the Secretary against whom there is no specific
adverse allegation levelled by the petitioners. We  accordingly
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hold that these cases were actually heard on the 26th August,
1953 while the petition containing allegations of corruption was
filedia day after on the 27th. Ag one would have expected, the
allegations made by the

petitioners were referred for enquiry
to the Criminal Investigation Department. In the meantime,
the petitioners also filed an application before the Chairman,
State = Transport  Authority (that is, before me), | for
stay of the operation of the orders of. the Regional Trans-
port Authority. The Chairman, who is .also the Minister-in-
charge, on the 9th September, 1953, directe:! stay of proceed-
ings. He also called for a report from the Criminal Investi-
gation Department and the Anti-Corruption Department on, the
allegations made in the petition after due investigation.,  Some
other petitions to the same effect were filed on 16th September,
1953 and 5th November, 1953 asking that the appeal preferred
in the meantime before the Appellate Authority should be kept
pending until the investigation = of those charges, On the 23rd
November, 1953, the Chairman of the State Transport Autho-
rity ultimately passed orders discharging the interim stay which
had been granted carlier and directing the appeals  to be
heard and disposed of by the Appellate Authority. The order
shows that the Ch-a_u‘man duly considered the allegations made
in the various petitions, the report of the Deputy Commissioner
Lakhimpur, and also the report of the Inspector (C. I, D‘.‘-.)’
which contained also the statement of the witnesses examined
by the latter and also the report of the Deputy Superintendent
of Poilce, in-charge of the Anti-Corruption Branch, dated
18th November, 1953. A fter considering all these mate;ials the
Chairman held that the complaints had not been substantiated
the witnesses were interestecd in t} b er?

_ 1¢ grant of permits and. such
persons as were unsuccessful in that att

. 3 empt put forward charges
of bribery against some of the members. He, therefore, Afelt
that the evidence was of an interested character and hes'coiﬂd
not act upon that evidence alone. In his opinion, mno, further
action on those petitions was called for and he th;:refo're-.‘.dfjg-
charged the stay order and directed the appeals to be: heard.
Prima facte, the order isa well-considered one.’’ R

15

Sir, this is the sum and subst
Anti-Corruption Department rep
not substantiated and the Deput
in the same way. When the matter came up before the High
Court, the Government could h

: : ave withheld certain ; papers.
But in this case cvery bit of papers and the recorded evidence
were submitted to the High Court along with the reports of

the Anti-Corruption Branch and of the Deputy Commissioner,

ance of the allegations. : The
orted that the allegations were
y Commissioner  also reported
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I consulted the Chief Minister and the Chief Secretary and we
decided that for fair judgment of the case everything should be
submitted to the High Court for consideration and accordingly
it was done and I read out the portion of judgment of the
High Court. So, miy comment is unnecessary. As regard these
_members, against whom allegations were made, could have been
discharged or new members could have been appointed in
their place.” I shall read cut certain observations made by the
High Court on this point also. It run as follows :—

~ ““We quite appreciate that the Regional Transport Autho-
rity or the State Transport Authority are quasi-judicial bodies
and in the interest of maintaining the confidence of the publ}c,
the members of these bodies should conduct themselves with
absolute fairness and impartiality. It would have been far
more desirable to constitute another Regional Transport Autho-
tity ‘to decide these cases when serious allegations —or charges
had been made against some members of that Body. Even_lf
some of the members of such Bodies carry with them an 1l
repute that should be enough to disqualify them from sitting
on such Bodies. But it appears that here, the allegations WEIC
made after the decision had been given and therefore possibly
the authorities had no occasion to take steps to supersede that
BOC.IY which had already decided the matter. These obser-
vations, therefore, have been made by us merely for guidance
in future.”’ 2

. Sir, this is the observation made by the High Tourt m
this regard.
! The petitioners had a right of appeal and they therefore
filed appeals but in those appeal petitions 1o ground was taken

or‘argued on this particular allegations of bribery, etc. I can
Produce all the appeal petitions before the House to show that
o ground to that effect was taken not evell mentioned in argu-

ment? T do not remember whether my Friend, Mr. Goswaml

- appeared in these appeals but several lawyers appeared an

argued. _

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: No, Sir, I did not
appear.

Shri SHDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : In these ap-
Peals no mention of such allegation was made, nor was any
argument made by any pleader. So, Sir, Appellate Board has
no occasion to consider these allegations. ;

If certain interested persons come and make cerfain
allegation against some members of the R. T. A,
can any .action be taken against them without any
proof, or will the House advise me to take action against those

. 'members unless the allegations are proved ? Then, Sir, who

are the persons who made these allegations ? They are those

-~

—
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who could not succeed in getting permits and then the allega-
tions were made after the decision of the R.T. A. was .rnade
known to them. In appeals filed there were no mention of
those allegations and these were even not argued in,_ appeal.
How can any action be taken under the circumstances ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Did he file any affidavit along with
the appeal ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): No, Sir,
I can produce all the appeal petitions before the House and no
mention was made there about these allegations. One of the
appellants who filed an appeal, approached me in my residence.
I asked him not to come to my residence but to see me in my
office. He told me that he made the allegations at the instiga-
tion of some people and he should not be punished for the
same. I told him that I did not like to give him an interview

at my residence because since he has filed an appeal he might
inake the same allegations ag

i : ainst me also. So, I asked him to
go and see me in my office. I, therefore, leave it to the House
to judge whether the

members of the R. T. A. should be
removed on these unfounded

allegations. There are 14
members, against 5 of whom allegations were made. Some of
them are lawyers and one of the members, newly nominated,
was in the last two R. T. A. Boards. He is from Jorhat and not
a single complaint was received against him except this, I did
not select these members alone. 1

consulted the Chief Minister
and some of my colleagues also. There

was  no allegation
against any of these members before or even after (his incident.
Moreover, Sir, the term of membership is for a period of 3 years
and probably they have comple

. ted nearly 2 years. It is also
doubtful whether they can be r

: emoved under the Motor Vehi-
cles Act on mere allegations unless

| ! 3 cerfain allegations are
nst them
proved agail :

Then, Sir, as regards the Rk s A
I have not been able to follow

the R. T. A., Gauhat:
Court.

Assam,
my  Friend. Hesaid that
, created a condition for contempt of

Mr. SPEAKER: Why did you say that, Mr. Goswami ?
How a condition for contempt of Clourt was created ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: What happened is this:
in the case of Dhubr-iBilasipara—Ghapor Bus Association, the
High Court in its judgment said that if they made propee
applications, these should be taken into consideration by thr
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R;: T. A. But although they applicd in time and although,
according to. High Clourt’s order, their applications should
have been considered, the R. T. A. did not consider
them on the plea that applications were not published in the
Gazette. But it was the duty of the R. T. A. to publish them.
Inithat way it is considered contempt of Court.

~ Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): But, against
eviery order of the R. T. A. there is righ of appeal
If any party is aggrieved by any action of the R. T. A,
they have got a right of appeal or bring the matier before the
S. T A. by an  application to the ellect. It i1s not
possible to take any action unless an appeal is filed against
an order of the R. T. A. or bringitto the notice of
the S. T. A. for its redress. If anybody is aggrieved by an
order of the R. T. A., he can atonce file an appeal
N fqr a stay order or file an application before the pro-
per authority for redress. That could be done. No action
;Spggsslb.letunles}sl the matter is brought to the noticcd of the
opriate authority by appropriate srocedure laid down 1M
Motor Vehicles Act ang thglrulles ma(}e thereunder.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Goswami’s point IS that the High
Court directed them to d» certain things in a certain mannet
and they did not obey and the R. T. A. rejected  the case
because  their names ‘were not published preliminarily.. ‘There
was, therefore, no contempt. The R. T. A. was willing to
obey the orders of the High Court.

- Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Certainly, Sir
As I was saying, Sir, for any order, legal or illegal, of the
R. T A., the aggrieved party has a right of appeal. The
aggrieved party in certain matters bring rmatter to the notice
of S. T. A. by an application. There is 10 other remedy
except this. Then, Sir, T admit, more checking 1s necessary.
Ii have aiready stated that for checking W€ Propose Lo
appoint 8 officers of the Inspector’s rank and 8 constables.

Steps are being taken to appoint the enforcement squad
at an early date. At present it is not possible for D. T. Os. to go
out frequently for checking because they are 1O work in their
offices. As checking is necessary, the Secretary, S. T. A., has
ord_e‘red‘the_ D.T. Os. to go L et Lo oplyaon Sundays and
hohda_ys as it is not possible for them to go out on working days
as their absence from office will cause Thconvenience to motor
vehicle owners and others. In every district mobile Court i
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sent for checking transports at svitable intervals.
sonally that on one day several cases were detected in the
Gauhati-Palasbari Road and approximately Rs.2,000 or so
was realised as fine. Government have been taking all possikle
steps to stop illegal traffic. If my Friend knows of any
instance of corruption, he should bring it to the notice of the
Government and necessary action will be taken. I got one
anonymous letter which also 1, sent for enquiry, a copy of
which was sent to Shri Hareswar Goswami also. I think I
have explained all the points raised by Shri Goswami.

I know per-

With these words, I would request the hon. Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw his Cut Motion,

Mr. SPEAKER Are you going to withdraw your
Cut Motion ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : No, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is: That the provi-
sion of Rs.30,000 under Supplementary Demand No.5, Major
head—12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxa-
tion Act, Sub-hcad—A.—mC‘.harges for collection  at page 5 of the
List of Supplementar Demands be refused, 7. e., the amount

of the whole Supplementary Demand  of Rs.30,000 do not
refuse.

(The Motion was lost).

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that an additional sum
of Rs.30,000 be granted to the Minister~in-charge to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending 31st March, 1955 for the administration of the
head ““12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation
Act”.

(The question was adopted).
SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND No.6

(68-B—Navigation, Embankment and Drainage)

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): On the
recommenda.t{on of the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move
that an additional sum of R5.64,75,050 be  granted to the
Minister-in-charge to defray certain charges which will come in
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course of payment during the year ending 31st March, 1955 for
the administration of the head “18-B and 68-B—Navigation,
Embankment and Drainage’. Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly 1,20,82,000
I11.—Grant voted by the Assembly during
July-August 1954 Session.

Additional amount now required 64,75,050
I11.—Sub-head under which the Supple-
mentary Grant will be accounted for—
Normal Genceral Sixth Schedule Total
(Part A)
Areas
Rs. IRs. Rs.
18-B.—N. E. D. Works financed
from Ordinary Revenues—
A. Works 2,50,000 5 2,50,000
C- Maintenancc and rcpairs 1,36,000 e 1,36,000
68-B.—N. E. D. Works financed
from Capital Revenues.
(1) Productive works. 1,009,000 5 1,00,000
(2) Maintenance and  repair 2,57,950 2,517,950
for Food Bonus and G. M. F.
Schemes.
(3) Maintenance and rcpairs 2,54.,600 00 2,54,600
of unproductive works.
(4) Maintenance and repairs 6,500 6,500
(5) Maintenance and repairs 75,000 wae 75,000
for Schemes for improvement
of Scarcity Areas,
Total—Normal 10,80,050 10,80,050

(Development Schemes Five-
Year Plan).
18B.—N. E. D.—A. 2 Works - 1,50,000 ... L.50:08
68-B.—N. E. D.—
G. M. F. Schemes—Major
Irrigation Schemes—
Scheme for improvement 13,30,0"0 303000 13,60,000
of Scarcity Areas.
Unproductive Works—

Addl. Minor Irrigation Scheme  38,85,000 38,85,000

Total—Dev. Schemes (5-yr.)  53,65,000 30,000 53,95,000

— i —

Grand Total ... 6;:-45,050 30,000 64,75,050

Sir, the matter is explained in the Explanatory Notes
given below,

3



1954] SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 2727
EXPLANATORY NOTES

Normal—

18-B.—N. E. D.—A.—TFor det: ils please see Appendix ‘A’ at page 64.

C.—The recent abnormal and unprecedented  flood overtopped most
of the embankments and bunds. This has resulted in the heavy breaches
and extensive damages to the existing bunds and embankment and as such
restoration of the damages is imperative for which heavy expenditure
is necessary. This heavy expenditure for flood damages could not be
foreseen at the time of preparation of current year’s budget.

Hence the
Supplementary Demand. :

68-B.—N. E. D.—

(1) Please sce Appendix ‘A’ at page 64.

(2)-—(5) As under 18-B.—N. E. D,

Development Schemes (Five-Year Plan).

For details please see Appendix ‘A’ at page 65-72.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is thatan additional
sum of Rs.64,75,050 be granted to the

defray certain charges which will come i
during the year ending 31st March,
of the head “18-B and 68-B.
Drainage” .

Minister-in-charge to
n course of payment
1954 for the administration
Navigation, Embankment and

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : M, Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that the provision of Rs.2 50,000 under Supplementary
Demand No.6, Major head—18-B  and 68.B.—Navigation,
Embankment and Drainage, Minor head—-18-B.——Navigation,

Embankment and Drainage Works financed from Ordinary

Revenues, Sub-head A.—Works at page 6 of the List of Supple-

mentary Deémands be reduced by Re.1, i. ¢., the amount of the
whole Supplementary Demand of Rs.64,75,050 do stand reduced
by Re.l. \

y Sir, my purpose in moving this Cut Motion is to
that in the Appendix certain items h
projects ar¢ proposed to be undertake
new projects, but I am sorry to say
projects have been omitted , as fo
of many places.

point out
ave been given and certain
n for repairs as well as' for
; that here some important
r Mstance, we know of eresion

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Palasbari is
omitted.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : T will not speak of
Palasbari. Tarabari in Barpeta Subdivision has been badly
washed away, similarly, out of 38 villages 31 villages in Nitai
Panidihing have been completcly washed away. In Goalpara
also there is great erosion.
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Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Not from Nowgong?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I do not personally
know, if there is any they should be included. '

So also in Niyamatighat there is erosion and pcople there
are constructing a bund to stop the heavy {lood water
These places are not included, so I want to know from ‘the
Hon’ble Minister as fo what steps he is taking to prevent the
erosion.

Now, I am coming to my-own constituency as I am con-
stituency conscious also. The Bund that was constructed from
Palasbari to Simna has got some gaps in Khukuria.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Money has been provided
for that. It is Rs.2 lakhs and 55 thousand.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : It can be
seen at page 64 of the list of Supplementary Demands. Even
Pahumara is there.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : It may be there, but 1
have not been able to find it out. If it is there it is all right and
this is one of the points of raising this discussion.

Not only that should be repaired but the embankment
there runs the risk of being washed away and it may not  be
able to stop. the flood unless this is raised also.

Secondly, it should be extended upto G},lll’ll. In .this
connection, I may aiso refer that the Gumi Bund 1ts_clf' has been
damaged and there is no provision to have it repaired and if
the repair is not done, in that case some villages will be always
under water. Unless this is done, money spent already there
will ‘be'wasted and thereby the people will suffer. 199]

With these few words, I beg to move the Cut ‘Motion and
hope the House will accept it. ; :

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved 1S that the prOViSi_OH
~of 'Rs.2,50,000 under Supplementary Demand No.6, “Major
head—18B and 68B.—Navigation, Embankment and Drainage¢,
Minor head—18B.—Navigation, Embankment and Drainagc
Works financed from Ordinary Revenues, Sub-head A.—Works
at page 6 of the List of Supplementary Demands be reduced
by Re.l 2. ¢, the amount of the whole Supplementary Demand
of Rs.64,75,050 do 'stand reduced by Re.l. :

3
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, Mr. Goswami has already pointed out that there have
been acufc crosions in various parts of the State by the
Brahmaputra and in the Explanatory Note in support of the
Supplementary Demand it is stated that a few of the existing
Bunds and embankments which have been damaged need
repairs and also to protect some places fron\ erosion.

- Now, Sir, it may not be possible to take up too many
projects at a time but what I want to know from Government
is whether they are fully conscious of the serious damages in
other places of the State and whether they are going to take
steps to protect such places as well. ;

Of course I do not grudge Sualkuchi being protected for

which they have estimated a sum of Rs.4 lakhs.  Simi-
larly there are other places, e.g., Goalpara town. The
Finance Minister himself has admitted the urgency of pro-
tecting the Goalpara town in his statement on the flood
situation. 'Then again, what has caused the biggest devasta-
tion in the St.atc 18 the Ai river in the district of Goalpara.
Sir, my Friend, Mr, Naranarayan Goswami, was speaking
about the Pahumara. Pahumara is included also in the list
of projects covered by _this demand. If Pahumara can be
included, then why not Aj ? Our river is not Pahumara but
it is ‘Manuhmara’. ['his river has caused tremendous devas-
tations in the area. Both the Public Works Department
Minister and also the TFinance Minister have themselves seen
the devastations caused by this highly turbulent river, It is
absolutely unthinkable ‘whayt heavy devastations have been
caused by the floods of this river. I, therefore, urge upon the
Government to take immediate preventive Steps to  stop heavy
devastations which may be caused by thisriver in future
This river breached the railway line during  the first flood.
After this breach was bridged and com .

. _ ( munication restored :
the railway 111}3_ was again  breached during the subse-
quent floods. This has stopped transport of essential commo-

dities from Calcutta and thereby causing immense difficultics
to our people. I, therefore, want to know what steps Govern-
ment have taken to put a stop to these repeated ravages of
the river and to find out the remedial measures that can be
taken 'and also urge upon the Government to give the highest
priority to this matter.  Otherwise, I can assure the House
that greater damages will be done by -the floodsof ihis i
hereafter. Because due to peculiar “behaviour of this river due
to subterranian disturbances or other natural causes tremendous
land-slides have taken place

) in the upper reaches of the river
which brought down not only earth but thousands of animals
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and trecs also causing enormous losses and damages in
the lower reaches. Therefore, I draw pointed attention of
the Government so that they may take somne immediate
steps. I want an assurance from the Minister-in-charge
that this river will receive the urgent consideration of
Government.

With these words, Sir, I support the Cut Motion moved
by my Friend, Mr. Goswami.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): M
Speaker, Sir, both my Friends, Shri Hareswar Goswami,
Maulavi Umaruddin Saheb, have referred in their speeches to
certain omissions and commissions in the scheme. Without
dealing specially with these omissions and commissions, 1
propose to make certian general observations as regards the
steps Government have been undertaking and  propose o
undertake in regard to our schemes.

Sl_l‘, t}_le Government of India has sanctioned recently a River
Investigation Circle in our State in order to investigate into
the flood conditions of all the rivers in Assam. There  will
be a River Investigation Circle under a Superintending
Engineer and under him there will be 4 Divisions at present.
In case necessity arises there will be two more divisions under
him, Tt has been decided to bring one Chief Engineer f{rom
the Centre who is considered to be an expert in Embank-
ment and Drainage Works, etc. Government of India have
assured us to have the aeria survey of the Brahmaputra river
where necessary. These officers will take up flood protection
workin the State as carly as possible. Tirst of all, of course,
they will take up works in Dibrugarh and Palasbari and other
important places which have been affected badly by erosion of
the Brahmaputra river. y ;

The difficulties in taking up the works immediately are
many. They are mainly these: Want of trained personnel
to take up survey work and other works. This 1s why many
of the schemes intended to be taken up have not yet been
able to start. We are, however, not sitting idle in the matter
and are taking up all possible means to doaway with the
problem of shortage of officers. First of all, we approached
the Education Minjster of Assam to lend us the students of
the Gauhati Engineering School to help us in the matter of
survey work of a number of projects that require immediate
survey. In response to our request, the Education Minister
was klnc_l enough to lend us the services of 90 students of the
Engineering School to help us in survey works of certain
important schemes. After completion of the survey, plang
and estimates will have to be ‘made and funds have to be
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provided for. In order to enable the students of the Engi-
neering School, to take up the work this year, the school
authority has kindly agreed to hold their annual examina-
tion one and a half month later than the usual time. These
boys will start work from November next. The Department
have also started a training Centre for survey work where as
many as 80 students, under-graduates, I.Sc.s and Matriculates,
have been receiving training for survey and other works.

We have now about 200 sanctioned posts of which about
170 posts are lying wvacant for want of officers, So far we
have been able to get only about 30 or 40 oflicers from outside.

Without necessary data, no work can be taken upsSihe
data have to be collected and then only the works can be
taken up. Again there are some projects for which finance
have to be provided for. This also takes some time,

Dearth of qualified engineers is the main problem not
only in Assam but also in other States. Recently I had
been to Delhi where I had the opportunity to meet the Public
Works Deparu}wnt Ministers of other States of the Union.
From my talk-with them I could gather that they have been
also facing this problem. Only in Mysore, Madras Andhra
and Punjab this problem is not so acute. Bihar also is ,short of
trained engineers. This will give you some idea as to how
difficult it has become to get trained engineering personnel.
Without trained personnel it is not possible to expec?ite work.

In the last_Embankmcnt. cand  Drainage Committee
meeting sOme  1mportant decisions were taken. The Com-
mittee have given some priority on certain projects, and the
Department 1s to proceed on the basis of their recommenda-
tions. Due to the recent floods, certain projects require
priority and necessary steps have been taken to execute them.

For that purpose necessary plans and cstimates are being pre-

pared and have been included in the Supplc—:mentary Debrnand.

Regarding some other projects, the Department will require
more time to prepare plan and estimate, ctc., after surveys are
finished. Unless that is done, it will not be possible to come
for funds. : _

Goalpara project has been included in
steps are being taken by the
by the Chairman of the Central Water and Power Commission.
Mr. Umaruddin has mentioned about erosion by Brahma-
putra at Goalpara Town. So, after the completion of necessary
preliminary steps, the work will be taken up as early as
possible during the current year. Steps are being taken for
protection of Dibrugarh, Palasbari and Soalkuchi.

our schemes and
Department as  advised
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All the rivers, viz., Ai, Manas, Pagladia, Bharalia, have
their origin in the Bhutan Hills in the north. There is no
datas before us for these rivers. Probably the hon. Mem-
bers are aware that although some data are available
for Manas, further investigation is necessary in Bhutan.
But it has not yet been possible to persuacde as yet the
Bhutan Government to allow us to do so. .

The Chairman, Central Water and Power Gommuission, I}as
given Embankment and Drainage Department certain advice
to take steps to control the flood of the Brahmaputra. At present
there is a proposal to take up embankment of about 216 miles
along the bank of the Brahmaputra in different Districts to stop
spills. Accordingly, it has been decided to take up survey
works immediately. Survey will take about one and half
or two months. Then again, some time will be required in
preparing the plan and estimates. As soon as thesc things
are completed, then funds will have to be arranged and then
only work can be started. : R e

Sir, the steps have already been taken to stop crosion of Bilasi_
para town. As regards Gumni Bund, I should like to say
that it will be an extension project of the former Bund. Last
year, the Department could not spend the entire amoung
allotted for the purpose, as such the work will continue 1 the
current year, and if additional fund is necessary, St€ps wil]
be taken to provide it. ;

As regards Nitai-Panidihing Bund, I cannot say anythin
off-hand as to what steps are being taken by the Departmen ¢
Necessary information will be given to hon. Memberg
from Sibsagar by the officers concerned.

Sir, I think, I have explained all the points raised b

my Friends in the Opposition. We are not worrying much

about finance in order to implement the schemes. The Maijy
factor that stands on our way is the dearth of technical personnej
and secondly collection of materials, such as, stone for réveg_
ment, piles, etc. The engineers who have come to Assam fron,
Outside are not also willing to stay here for a longer pcriog
because they have got enough jobs in their own Trespectiyg
States. Only 33 Assistant Engineers came recently from oy _

side the Povince. But as a matter of fact, there are 150 or 17
more vacancies.

= th;Nith these words, Sir, I would request the hon. MO\"EI \

cut motion to withdraw his motion.

/ Mr. SPEAKER : My, Goswami, will you withdraw yqqyr
motion ?

B |

e

|

S T —
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir. ;
(The cut motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

(The original motion was, then put as a question from the
Chair and was adopted).

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND No.7

(25 General Administration)

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving Supplementary Demand No.7, I do
not propose to move for the present the sum of Rs.36,700, that is,
instead of Rs.3,71,496, T am going to move Rs.3,34,796. I will
give the reason after I move till that figure is reduced accor-

dingly. So, Sir, I will move the motion and state the reason
why I propose to move like this.

On the recommendation of the Gov
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.3,34,796 be granted to the
Minister-in-charge to defray certain charges which will come
in course of payment during the year ending the 31st March,

ernor of Assam, I beg,

1955 for the administration of the head 25.—General
Administration.”
' Rs.
I.—Grant originally voted by the Assembly .. 72,97,800
II.—Supplementary grant voted by the Assembly
during July-August, 1954 Session. ; 2,07,154
Additional amount now required, 7 3,71,496
III.—-Sfub-head under which the Supplementary grant will be accounted
or—

Sixth Schedule

General (Part A) Total
Areas
e Rs. Rs. Rs.

A.—8—Ministers =y 30,000 SWAEE 30,000
B.—State Legislature—
1.—Legislative Assembly —

Contingencies L 5,000 5,000
2.—>State Legislature Secretariat—

Contingencies 10,000 10,000
D.—Secretariat and Headquarters—

Establishment,—1 (a)—Civil Secretariat—

1. Pay of Officers 40,000 > 40,000
2. Pay of Establishment .. 70,000 70,000
3. Allowances and Honoraria 55,000 . 95,000
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(&) .—Publicity Department—

Sixth Schedule

General (Part A) Total
Areas
Rs. Rs. £ Rs.
1. Publicity - 78,000 S :;11;’(1)(;8
(¢)s—Directorate of Statistics 41,139 .- s
F.—District Administration—
1. General Establishment—
6.—Post-War Reconstruction 1,772 =% 1,772
G.-—Works-..._
(a).—Original works 3,885 3,885
Total ... 3,30,911 3,885  3,34,796

EXPLANATORY NOTES

A—B—{Rs..‘ZS,OOO)-——- Due to increased number of tours by the Parha-
mentary Secretaries, Personal Assistants and staff of the Ministers z}ud
Deputy Ministers, (Rs.5,000)— increased expenditure on pay of establish-
ment due to re-employment of one former Grade I Stenographer and grant of
higher scales of Pay to low Paid Government servants. ¥

B—State Legislature—

1 amount of Rs.5,000 is required for payment of

onnected aviif . nd other miscellaneous charges of
tosstheslSpeaker s ‘The amount *hds already been

m the Contingency Fund.

(2) The Additi

books_; for the Assemglr;ai?l;?

meeting the ex

of furniture for

ount of Rs.4,000 is required to purchase some
. ary. ‘The amount of Rs.6,000 is required for
pend1ture chuircd

the for furnishing as well as for the purchase
QfMembers at Shilﬁggy constructed Hostel Building for accommodation
for the purpose. ;

18 amount of Rs.6,000 has already been spent

D—Civil Sccretariat—

(a)—1—Due to Creatio 5 o
; A ation of i stafl, vz
Secretary, Local Self. OVernmen??w posts and appointment of stafl,
sation ; Social Welfay

¢ Officant > Special Officer, Method and Organi-
Sup_crintendemS, etc. €€r ; Librarian and Research Officer and 3

2. Due to the creation of 4 T
with the increasing activit 8¢ number
stafl’ for the newly appointed Off

vVernment all round ; appointment of
scales of pay to the low paid Goy

Cers in the Sacretariat and grant of higher
Crnment servants.
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3. Due to grant of usual dearness,
to the newly appointed office
meeting increased charges o1

winter and cost of living allowances
rsand staff in the Secretariat (49,000), and for
1 tours of the Secretariat Staff, about 6,000.

(b)—(1)—Publicity—

The Government of India have allotted a sum of Rs.39,000 for Publicity
work for removal of untouchability. The State Government will have to
bear an equal share on this account The communication regarding this
allotment has been received from Government of India after the budget

was passed. Hence the supplementary demand to the extent applied for is
necessary.

D—(¢)—Directorate of Statistics—

Government of India originally recommended to ¢
census on agricultural lands on the basis of
all India scale. But in view of the huge financial implications, none of the
States were agreeable to such a  proposal.

: pos The present scheme is for a
Sample Survey of Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations. The
main objects of the survey are to collect data on size of holdings, details

of land utilisation, tenure and tenancy, agricultural population, live-stock,
etc. Government of India decided to carry out the survey in Assam over
120 villages. A third of this work wiil be undertaken by the National Sam-
ple Survey staff of Government of India, i.e., over 40 villages. The rest will
be done by the State organisations, i.e., over 80 villages. The State Govern-
ment considered it very low and the survey on additional 40 villages is added.
For these additional 40 villages the entire expenditure will be borne by the
State.Government. For 80 villages Government of India will bear a part of
the cost amounting to Rs.13,450 towards Travelling Allowance and House
Allowance, etc., and the rest of the cost of the scheme amounting to
Rs.27,689 will be borne by the St

. it ale-Governmcnt. The scheme has already
come into operation. 1e expenditure being of immediate nature has

already been provided by an Advance from Contingency Fund. Hence
the supplementary grant.

arry out a complete
operational holdings” on an

F. (1)—6.—The extra amount s necessary for meeting the increased
expenditure of rent for accommodation of Employment Exchange Sub-offices
at Gauhati and Dibrugarh as detailed below s

(1) The Sub-Ofﬁce at Gauhati was housed in the old Court Building
Gauyhati at a nominal rent of Rs.6-1-0 per month. But as the Court
Building was dismantled the office had to b

e shifted to a private residential
house at an enhanced rate of Rs.80 per month, b

(2) The Sub Office at Dibrugarh was housed in a Public Works
Department godown and this accommodation was a rent-free one. But as
this was required for the use of the Public Works Department itself the
office was shifted to a private residential house on a rent of Rs.65 per
month.

These could not be foreseen.

G. (a)—Laying of water pipe lines
for the Government Buildings construct
is an urgent necessity. As no Provision
tary Demand lor this amount is necessar
rom the Contingency Fund.

and construction of 3 pit latrines
ed for the interpreters at Kohima,
exists in" the budget a Supplemen-
y. This has already been advaced
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i in reason is that the Hon. Speaker has intima-
ted t%gé i;hxeegfrld to the furnishing of the N'ababhaban Hos-.
tel he would like to consult the House Committeec as to how
they want to furnish the Hostel, z.mc_l that after discussion he
will give the detail about the furmshmg of the Hostel. So un-
til they have finally discussed the subject, I do not want 1o
move this amount. The sum of Rs.6,000 has already been
spent for furnishing the Hostel with curtains, door malts,
coir mats, glass jugs, ash-trays, etc., etc., and also for the _hu‘-
ing of furniture for I5 days during the last Budgect Session.
That amount has already been spent and has becen made
available from the Contingency Fund.

With these words, Sir, I move this Grant.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum of
Rs.3,34,796 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending the 31st March, 1955 for the administration of
the head *“25 General Administration.”’

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.30,000,
under Supplementary Demand No.7. Major head—25—Gene-
ral Administration Sub-head—A—8 Ministers, at page 8 of
the list of Supplementary Demands be refused, i.e., the amount

of the whole Supplementary Demand of Rs.3,71,496 do stand
reduced be Rs.30,000.

The object of m

; y moving the Motion is to criticise the
necessity of such expensive tours.

If our Finance Minister would have been present in- the

House he would perhaps ha i : : : 1d
ave said that I am again at my O
game , but [ am not Eere 5

i just to oblige him. It is not because
h;?; ge‘?imlithat I am saying that this amount should not
fth M'n taken by way of increased allowances by the stafl
ol the Ministers. Just a little while ago we have discussed how
anothefl sum of Rs.30,000 has been appropriated under the
glaé'%eooétemh: We NOw  see that in addition to the sum of
s.2(,000 which was originally granted by this House during the
last Budget Session, another sug of Rs.25,000 has been necded
due to the increased number of tours by The Parliamentary Se-
cretaries, and Deputy Ministers, Personal Assistants and staff of
the Ministers. Now, wehave seen while in the course of discussion
with regard to the charged jte

i : ms hon. f the House
like my Friends, Shri Bosumata, s hon. Members o

: \tarl Shri Lohar, Shri Narnarayan
Goswami and others have said that this sum is rather too small,
so we should not grudge. :

Mr. SPEAKER : Will you excuse me if I point out how
Shri Basumatari was not right in his speech ? Nobody gives any
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allowance. It was not right for feeding friends and Govern-
ment do not give any allowance for this.

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I think

- we can take it just as a slip of tongue, just as an honest \mis<

take of my good Friend, Shri Basumatari. A
Now, Sir, what does it come to ¢ If the different items.are ;
ut together it is not a very small sum, because. hon;,
Kflembqrs will see that the original Grant was only Rs.27,000,
Now, that 25,000 more, is the Supplementary Demand, is, not
the tail as big as the head ? _ 2 o [t At
Mr SPEAKER: You mean to say-the tail is as big as the.
body ? : :
_ ‘yShri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Now, in
the Budget on Allowances and Honoraria the charged amount was
Rs.60,000 and the Supplementary Demand is Rs.30,000. Is it not
just 50 per cent. ? As we saw just now, the original demand
amounted to Rs.27,000 and the Supplementary Demand 1s
Rs,25,000, can we say even after this that the sum is too small ?
Can we ignore it ?

Then, Sir, I want most humbly to point out my Friend
Shri Narnarayan Goswami, that “‘gfamis afesw:™ is not a satisface
tory explanation for this state of aflairs, :

There may be certain mistakes here and there at the
time of budgeting money. Toerr is human. But what iwie
are emphasising upon is not the issue of mistakes. We are
challenging the very approach of the Government. Our outlook
is quite different fr_om that of Mr. N. Goswami and the Govern-
ment though he might say :— _

e RS wren R
Cieiil iﬁT{Pﬂ' TS F\'TE{ P 2

I am, Sir, giving a different approach to the question.
That sum and Substance of the Sloka cited by me is that
different personalities would differin opinion, My approach to
the question is f:ntlrely different from the approach of the non.
Minister and his supporters. What is my contention ? My
contention is that this sort of Supplementary Budget involving
such a huge amount shows a bad state of affairs jn our Budget
5 ) 3 nisters and their
deputies along with their entire entourage of running to the
spot shows the inefficiency and slack character of the adminis-
trative machinery. My esteemed Friend, Shri Phookan, also
stated that by the presence of the Ministers at Majuli, the work
could be expedited not only once or twice but several times. My
contention that the administrative machinery is rottev is proved



5738 SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [30TH Ocr.

by the statement of Shri Phookan that unless and until the Chief
Minister intervened, the relief work did not progress well.

Mr, SPEAKER: Beiore that the machine worked quite
well there. he-

Shri. GAURISANKAR' BHATTACHARYYA: He went’
to’'defend the Government, but a§'a matter of fact he supported
my contention. Now, I am not also saying that these tours of
our Ministers and their Secretaries and their staff should not be'*
undertaken at all. The Personal Assistants, etc., are of course to-
move along with the Ministers when they go'on tour in cannec-
tion with flood ‘and many other things. I put a straight ques-
tion to the Chief Minister and . the Finance Minister. Were all’
these unforeseen tours necessitated only by flood and other con-
tingencies or were they also to open a Girls’ Hostel here, to.
preside over a Girls’ Middle English School Prize Distribution
Lanetion there,_ or to participate in a Minister’s daughter’s
gﬁf?ﬁﬁfhhm’ in ano’vther Minister’s niece’s marriage there and
Fiaree :vl; hMlmster S maternal father-in-law’s daughte’r mar-
of a' Patrika %re clse (laughter) ? Was it also for  the epening
s ranch, the inauguration of a newspaper office

5ok S(;df;(;rthh? W.hcthcr expenditures in(;urred bY_

or simply whether thi?fstssse fhmgs are]EJnCIUdCIdhlrl }tjhls ar::g;;?
sitated for the flood reljaf et A N i

~areply that exclusjve] aabiposes ? Afishie Mifistorieatiogly

course I shall be. o Y for the extraordinary situation, then ofs

€ only too  glad and grateful to the Minister and

say that the mg : :
to this queStion.ney has been well spent. I want a straight answer:

Then it was also said t Minister had to
g0 to the areag Swh1(_:h were badly d;ilg‘];etlthgy b e i
done at Dibrygay] cial attention of the Minister to the damages
€numerate here. th Palasbari and so on. I am not going to
bar Mouza also € places affected by flood. But was not Bag-
Barkhetri MOﬁz:n%gfthe__ worst  affected  areas ? Were | not
worst affected are’as ?emaJls Nitaipanidih‘ing and Titapani also'
maji during this yea led anyone of the Ministers visit  Dhe-
Did any  other Minisl;; ° If 50, I wantto know on  what date:
I have asked the ques. o0 tO-Other areas of North!: Lakhimpur?
Itakeit. I 'Wantqtoesltfon and : if the: Minister would say ‘yes
Chief Minister visit 1OW 2 little more on which date did the:

1al visit to survey . things - from the
tually put his feet-on the ground ? . |
mative that these areas were attends,
N making this expenditure for the,

air or whether the Minister a¢
If I get the answer in the affir
ed to, then they are justified i
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visits. - Then, of course, i

12739

t may so happen that some of the hon.
“Members commit’ a little mistake  due' to sheer carelessness ; for

‘example, my esteemed Friend, Shri Bimala Kanta Bora, has said
thatione of the - Lady Members of the Bengal ' Legislative
~Assembly came to the Nowgong Refugee Clonference. The name
vof the said Member is Ambika Charan Chakravarty but then he
Hsinot a ““lady’” he is a “‘gentleman’? (laughter). I shall not
“be’sutprised if having seen in my name the “word ' “ Gauri®’ he

‘mistakes ‘me'to’' bea ‘woman or having seen the word ‘‘Bima-
Ja” “in his own mame he begius to dou

bt whether he is a man
ovaiwoman “(laughier).
" Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: The name is Mani
Kuntala Sen or something like that,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATIACHARYYA : Comrade
Mani Kuntala Sen never came to Nowgong. It was Ambika
Charan Chakravarty who came there to preside over the confe-

wtence which was held near the house of my Kriend, Shri Bimala
Kanta Bora. But he appears to be so careless that he mistakes
aimanifor a woman. 'Lhese are however  extraneous matters,
8o far as this amount is concerned, my contention is that it.is
hextravagant and I should ra;her say more than what was neces=
sary though T quite appreciate that in extra-ordinary circums-
- tances there should be exceptions, the €xceptions should not be
‘made a rule. Thatis my contention and | should ‘like to point
sitcout to the Minister that unfortunately exceptions have become
‘the rule. Supplementary Budget hag lost its significance when
we see that the amount is almost a5 big as the original demand
itself. Therefore, I move this Cut M

/ otion  to this Demand,
'Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion

moved iss

.That the provision of Rs;30,000 under Supplen*entary De-
mand No. 7, Major "head 25 General ‘Administration, '‘Sub-
_head A—8—DMinisters, at page 8 of the list of Supplementary
‘Demarids be' refused, z. ¢, 'the amount of the whole Supplemen-

. tary Demand of Rs.3,71,496 do ' stand reduced by Rs.30 ,000.
' Shri ‘BISHNU RAM MEDH] (Chief Minister): Mr.
‘"Speaker, : Sir, I -am glad my - Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya has
'moved this Cut Motion:  Sir, flood . was very unique in the
~ history of not only/Assam as a whole but of India and probably
of the world. Flood occurred quently  during the period
from June 'to October. The area -affected by the flood has
-been from one corner of Assam to the other, that is, from Sadiya
to Mankachar, This length wil] be more than 450 miles-and if
the tctal area is taken into consideratiop it will be about 12,500
miles and from this:we can well imagine that almiost more than
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half of the area of thc plains District of the Assam Valley has
been very adversely affected by this flood. And inspite 'of this
‘unique flood situation which caused a devastation thrm_lghout
_the country if the Ministers, Deputy Ministers and the Parliamen-
tarv Secretaries would have sat tight here enjoying the salubri-
_ous climate of Shillong then everyone would have remarked
«“Rome was burning whilé Nero was fiddling”” and this would
have been the remark by the Members of the Opposition. But we
 did our duty not to. avoid criticisms of our Friends like Mr.
Bhattacharyya. 1When we, the Ministers, Deputy Ministers and
Parliamentary Secretaries, began receiving thousands = of tele-
_grams from different quarters of the flood-affected areas we felt
‘§ a duty that some measures should be taken to keep up the .
morale of the affected people, as this was an important stcp to
be taken at the moment, otherwise the people would have been
at a loss what to do and how to stand up and fight this natura]
-calamity. When I reached Dibrugarh I actually found the
- people in this state of mind, they were absolutely at a 10ss what
to' do. Then what T had to do ? I had to suspend
. the ordinary  routine business of  the administration \
iand ‘had to:requisition a large number of labourers and
- technical personnel from different organisations and I haqg
to approach the tea gardens, the railway authority, the A
O. C. at Digboi, the I. N. T. U. C. and some other organisg.
tions to assist as at once with technical personnel and in varioyg
“other' respects. ' We ‘had to harness all the technical personne]
‘that was available to save the properties of both the Govern.
simentiand the private individuals. ~ We could not remaill idle
and we'had to do everything that was possible to fight the dan.
ger which would otherwise carry away properties worth croreg
. of rupees. Everyone who visited the place of devastation found
_that hundreds of technical personnel, labourers, lent by the teg
zardehs, the railway authority, the A. O, C., the LN.T. U. G,
police personnel and students working together to dismantle the 5
buildings-of the Goverpment as well as of the private individuals _
In such a qat_a.strophe 1t was absolutely necessary to keep up the
i morale of the people and to gear up the administration, as the §
ordinary administration could not meet such a situation. Fop ¢
. 'that reason I passed an order to appoint an emergency commit., [
/'tee at Dibrugarh: ' Some people had to work for 24 hours a day,
‘. and the police had also to guard the danger zones. Otherwige
- it would not have been possible to carry on with the dlSIT{ant. \
ling work smoothly owing to the interference caused by the sight.
seers. - I'had to close down the colleges, schools offices, etC., for |
the time being so that the students could render voluntary work
" in this connection, The  Deputy Inspector General of Palige

-’ ®

B - R R S SO AP e



say that if we cannot control this calamity caused by the Brah-
» maputra then the whole of the Assam

viary of rice of Assam, is likely to be s

. we cannot control ‘the va
. caused 'widespread dama
..and Plains of the State.

- to send me information and on the basis of that I succeeded to

. visit of the Ministers,
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Battalion was particularly called for to look into the work of the
police employed in dismantling and guarding.

The' emergency Committee had to be setup with
officials and non-officials who had to remain in a
camp near aboutthe place to manage the affairs. Ifsuch steps
had not been taken then I think much more dewastation or dis-
aster would have happened. This is only an instance to indi-
cate how visit of Ministers helps not only to keep up the morale

of the people butalso helps to speed up the work on the spot.

It will appear that the amoufit involved is insignificant in com-
parison with the result achieved. It was absolutely necessary to
mcur this expenditure by the Ministers, Deputy Ministers and

Parliamentary Secretaries in visiting the flood-affected areas from

time to time. The Ministers could not alone visit all the places
affected by the flood and so the Deputy Ministers and Parliamen-
tary Secretaries had to be requested to visit some of those places.
It 1s quite natural that for the Ministers alone it was not possible
to deal with a situation extending over a period of more than
3 months, that is, from July till the middle of October, I had

to send innumerable telegrams to the Government of India.

“‘Almost daily I had to send telegrams some times to the Prime
. Minister,

sometimes to the Minister-in-charge of Central
Works and Powers, sometimes to the Chairman C. W. P. C.

and so on seeking their help and assistance. I went so far to

Valley which is the gran-

{ wallowed up by Brahma-
putra. The Assam Valley is situated on both sides of the Brah-

~maputra in a narrow strip extending from 10 miles to 30 miles

at places, and that existence of Assain will be at stake in case

garies of the Brahmaputra which has

g¢ to crops and supply rice to Hills
Every Minister- who went there used

some extent in dra_winr; the attention of the Government of
India and the public to'the serious situation: caused by the flood.
We had to take very prompt measures to combat the devasta-
tion caused by flood and to save 17 lakhs of people who had
been adversely affected by it. Can any one having humane
feeling and sense of responsibility remain idle at Shillong ? The

Rahs - Deputy  Ministers ‘and Parliamentary
Secretaries in different pl

eta ' s aces greatly helped in gearing up the
administrative machinery and in invoking public co-operation
in the distribution of relief and in taking other measures to

alleviate the distress and to save life and property. While the
were out on the flood-affected areas, many of my Friends, the
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- Members,of the Oppositions were enjoying life in their houses.
~But for the prompt and quick action taken by the Ministers and
+Parliamentary Secretaries on the spot,  the situation would have
‘been worse.  Considering all these, this amount of Rs.30,000.is
j ab*s_blug'glyl'not}}ing.!,'__:[‘he amount provided in the, Budget had been
spent in meeting this extraordinary situation and this .amount
s, . needed to meet  the travelling . allowance ;and .daily
allowance for the: remaining, part of. the year. :But.the hon.
,Members know, the catastrophe created by the flaeds and the
_measures we had to take. both long term and short term to mdet
., this extraordinary situation.: We are to collect miore than  one
;. crore _cft.  of boulders, for which special trains have - to.be
arranged. . Land has to be acquired for making new - sidings
«-and laying out railway lines ; various instrumerits will have to
..bropght from different places. Can all these things be speeded
up. and public co-operation secured without going to the spot: ?
ol 1-1-1‘ GOV, ¥s shaye; not got competent contractorsfor the
aSRgCURon of the protection wark, in. record time before the
pramnstarts,  Then a large number of labourers will also ‘be
)neces?@gy’, _ We;have taken.these flood control measures on a
| gﬁlrn oo_tmgci d We donotlike to 80 on lecturing sitting hene in
L S e with files.  Of course, we shall deal with
would, not like the 1\2‘?‘“. € sent where we -are. The people
Ol FE Oﬁlijheh S nisters to sit in Sh1l.long and deal with the
‘have to go for. rush}-, are 1n such terrible distress. The Ministers
h: o tusaing relief where urgently needed, and to see
.that the officers are doing th 5
: g their duty properly  and also to gear
e R mery tocope with  this em.erﬁ\ency
et TREHIMES In times of catastrophe, the officers
%gnrtleﬁ;grf :tzng”h-a Vguhot a correct idea  of whapt Government
14A1s 1Impression mys o [ .
i»5pot.  The Ministers have also ol 'éY Ipersonal conta.ctkon .;the
o their morale.and to stand on thei nthuse people 4o keep:iup
‘ S eir legs. ‘be. done
by personal . contact with, th €gs.  This.can only
:'M}nisters the Deputy M" .1€ ‘people.  The people i want: the
5 v 5 Puty Ministers and he Daliaraehthn: Setueta)
r.es.amongst them. _ arliamentary .
s Then, .?S_IIg if we.do .not take THEEDn & At s
pasgqr_ders P Sometimes event Uptorl e clockias night wwalhake
to, dictate orders, call diffe -o'clock at nig

10 : rent officers 5 i atters. How
.can orders be.passed. if we do not take‘tﬂg gljgls.lsspm r

" Then, Sir, somebody on th
one Minister cou}d g0, see things
discuss matters with other Ministe

¢ Opposition suggested that
> Come back to Shillong and.
IS, ;This will mean a . delay o
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at'least seven days. + Gan we afford to losera single' moment
when the country and the people are facing such a natural calas |
mity ? That is why Ministers of respective Departments some-
times bad to be called out to discuss matters’ oneithé Spot.
There is, nothing, to be surprised that an' extra ,amount of Rsi
30,000 is required. » This amount is insignificant comparee toe
the magnitude of the task we had to faces * Sir/evenithe Rurop=<
€an concerns were giving their steamers and aeroplanesfree; ofi!
charge to us for use. The people outside Assam realised that we
were ' passing thiough one: of the Worst: catastrophies in- our his-
tory. When that was the position, could « anybody expect ‘the
Ministers to sit tight here in Shillong and do nothing only for the
sake of a few thousand rupees that may be needed to ‘meet ‘the
travelling ' and daily  allowance

; s ? I leave it to 'the Opposi-
tion to follow that practice when they take charge”of the"
Government.” But we are

people’s men and ' 'we - feel that'"
we cannot live'in luxury and comfort here when the people are
suffering’  We would like to live with them, to''starve with '’
them and to move with them in slush mud and water:'™
We want to inspire them with a' sense of confidence and save
them from demoralisation born of a fecling of helplessness:

Then, Sir, mention was made about my flights to Dhe B
without' landing.  Sir, it is probably  not unknown t6 - Mr. "
Bhattacharyya that Helicopter can land anywhere.  “Asi‘a’”
matter of fact, I got down in front of the Middle Vernacular !
School at Dhemaji and got a large number of people there, 17
ascertained whether there was Tice stock and  enquired” why'
they should not do - earth {work. Their objection was to carty '’
earth on their heads: I told them they could carry earth ‘on -
arm or on shoulders and ultimately they agreed to ‘do it and'
earn a living. : S2ES

Shri GAURISANKAR: BHATTACHARYYA 5

was the date ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI' (Chief Minister) T ran
not remember the exact dateas I hag been to so many
places.

A Voi'ce—First week Ofseptember_ : )43 . #

Shri BISHNURAM: MEDH
be. I have short memory and I
dates on which I visited different

Then, Sir, flying is sometimes necessary i order to'/find
out whether anybody has been marooned and isolated and ‘to
make arrangements ' for’ dropping. food: to the 'marconed areas,

Wresedls

I (Chief Minister) : - ;May

cannot possibly. remember-the:-
places..
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : How much
food was dropped in Dhemaji ?

Shri. BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): About
500 maunds of rice and other commodities were dropped, not
only for Dhemaji but other places also. At my' request, the

Prime Minister plaéed an I. A. F. p]ane at our disposal fOI‘_.

this purpose.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : How much
of foodgrains was dropped in Dhemaji ? '

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I do
not exactly remember. But food was dropped to every place
where it was necessary. I contacted the Deputy Commissioner
on telephone to draw up a plan for dropping of supplies and the
work was done according to that plan. = Itis difficult for me to
remember what exact amount was dropped in a particular

place.

Then, Sir, I can assure
Deputy Minister or Parliamentary Secretary draw any tra-
velling allowance for attending any private marriage ceremo-
ny. The opening of public institutions is a different matter.
SUEHF’SF a person has donated 30 or 49 thousand rupees for a
public 1nstitution or the people of a particular locality collect
some money for setting up an institution, it is the duty of
Ministers to go and encourage them in these useful activities 5o

that others might also feel ¢
For instance, ghe Ns.o C.ee enthused and follow their example.

: : C. constructed a road 9 to 10 miles
ln.éi?gth{helt lsdour duty to go and enthuse the students by
op tig ; fro&:.i - We consider it our duty to do so as repre-
:i;;i::esv £ Ioth?nke'l?}?cratl-c Government. Under these circum-
, 2 A€l 18 mothing to justi is Cut Motion.

1. hope, ‘in'ihe cir g to justify this G

i e ance : charyya will
withdraw his Cut Motion. s, Mr Bhattia. aryy

Mr. SPEAKER: Are . : 3
Motion ? ‘ you going to withdraw you

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am not
going to withdraw in view of the fy

; . ct that my straight question
have not been replied straightaway. y straight ¢
%

Mr. SPEAKER: The question  is that the

provision of Rs. 30,000, under Supplementary Demand
No. 7, Major head—25—General  Administration, Sub-

head—A-8—Ministers, at page 8 of the List of Supplementary

my FEriend that no Minister
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Demands be refused, z.e., the amount of the whole Supplemen-

tary Demand. of Rs.3,71,496 do stand reduced by Rs.30,000.
(The Motion was lost).

Cut Motion No. 3.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Before
the next Cut Motion on the Budget of the Assembl
riat is moved, in this connection I am reading this—

“It is now a well-settled convention both in the United
Kingdom and in India that no parliamentary questions are
answered on the floor of the House in respect of the Assembly
Secretariat, nor is the matter discussed in the House in the
shape of motions for reduction of grants or any other parliamen-
tary procedure. That does not mean that information regar-
ding Assembly Secrefariat is not available ; the Speaker is at all
times willing that any Member wishing to have information
about the stafl position or any other matter relating to his
Secretariat should be readily supplied with it by the Secretary,
and if the Member has any suggestions to offer the Speaker is
always ready to discuss the matter with him.>’

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTAGHARYYA: May I
know where from this is read ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI
is a pamphlet, issued by the Cons
(Legislative).

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Should

we understand that the all thatis followed by the Central
Assembly Secretariat will be followed here ?

Shri BISHNUBAM MEDHI
the Speaker to decide.

Mr. SPEAKER : Thisis from the Constituent Assembly
of India (Legislative), it reads— :
“Itis now a well.-settled convention both in the United
Kingdom and in India that no parliamentary questions are
answered on the floor of the House in respect of the Assembly
Secretariat, nor is the matter discussed in the House in the shape
" of motions for reductions of grants or any other parliamentary
procedure. That does not mean that information regarding the
Assembly Secretariat is not available ; the Speaker is at all
~ times willing that any Member wishing

_ e to have information
about the stafl position or any = other matter relating to his
Secretariat should be readily supplied with it by the Secretary,

and if the Member has any suggestions to offer the Speaker is

always ready to discuss the matter with him?’,

y Secreta-

(Chief Minister) : That
ttuent Assembly of India

(Chief Minister) : Tt is for
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Under this convention the Cut Motion should not be
moved. Therefore, I disallow it.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Regarding this con-
vention and other conventions, if there is any, we should be
informed so that we can follow them.

" Mr. SPEAKER : T will be glad to do so.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: If the
Government want to take shelter under such conventions, I
will not be able to move this, but how should you reconcile to
this position when the Government brings this amount withina
voted demand and not as a charged item ? ‘

Mr. SPEAKER : The convention is there and the Assem-
bly Secretariat is not represented here and the Chief Minister
has taken the responsibility of the Legislative Assembly Secreta
riat. But I can assure the hon. Members that our Secretariat

Kﬂl give any information that they want "to get on the working
ours. .

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief _Minister):
Charged item is made by a statutory provision. Charged Ttem
Is a statutory matter provided in an Act of the Legislature.
Itis a convention, but if the House like, the House or the

Speaker should consider whether it should adopt the con-
vention. _

* Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Does it relate
é‘;);gieihgrged cxpenditure for maintenance of a car by the

Shri BISHNURAM _ : e o
madtter relating to the Legis]xllfgﬂl (Chief Minister) y

Maulavi MUHAMMAD U s
: MAROUDDIN : This item
could have been easily taken as a charg:?d gem.

Mr. SPEAKER ; I disall t Motion
Nos. 4 and 5 accordingly. isallow that and so also Cut Motions

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that the provision of Rs.78,000 under Supplementary
Demand No.7, Major head-—95__General Administration,
Minor head (b)—Publicity Department, Sub-head—I1—Publi.
city, at page 8 of the List-of Supplementary Demands be
reduced by Re-laj'f?-, the amount of the whole supplementary
demand of Rs.3,71,496 do stand reduced by Re.l.

AR I e - - 1 e R
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Sir, this amount is demanded for publicity purposes with
the idea of removing untouchability. Sir, we do not know who

are the people in our State who are regarded as untouchables
and also we do not know how...

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 10
A. M. on Monday, the 1st November, 1954.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a. M. on Monday,
the 1st November, 1954,

R. N. BARUA,

Secretary,
Shillong Legislative Assembly,
The 3rd January, 1955, Assam.

A.G.P. (L.A.) No.4/55—126—7-6-55,
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

AGENTS IN INDIA

Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutia.

Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187,
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta.

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283.
Madras.

The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta.

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co.,
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutta

The Proprietor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002.
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Director, Benares Corporation, Uni i
Road, P.O. Lanka. 3 : mVeY
Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta,
Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers. Sho
» b p
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-
Bagh, New Delhi. ey




