


Assam
Legislative Assembly

Debates
OFFICIAL REPORT

SSION OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE
SEVE%?EI%EBLY ASSEMBLED AFTER THE
FOURTH GENERAL ELECTIONS UNDER
THE SOVEREIGN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBL1CAN CONSTITUTION
OF INDIA

]ULY-AUGUST SESSION

YOL. II
No. 2

The 27th August 1968

1973

L D A1 THE ASSAM GOVERNMENT PRESS
PRINTE GAUHATI

Frice 0:62 F,






By m )
Sessi - qaislative Assembly assembl og
i i ) f the Assam Legislative : _
Proc s of the Fifth Session o _ ES: S
rmc(‘dmg[} » Fourth General Elections under the Hmu‘on;n Democ
RIS Rep.blican Constitution of India

- - | o 4 ] p ) .
Asscmbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong. at 10 A. M. on
The Assembh -
Tuesday. the 27th August, 1968.
k] LB

PRESENT :

. : Deputy Speaker, in the Chair, 1]
i CANTA Das, MA, B_.I:.. uty Spe i the Chair,
Shrl\?'mi!'ltlcr}: \2 (six) Ministers of State. 3 (three) Deputy Ministers and
cleven) Ministers, i
g3 (ninety-three ) Memtlers.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(To which oral answers were given)
Re: Food Shortage
M SHAMSUL HUDA asked:
will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to state—
*]. Wi

vhat was the percentage of food shortage in the State dur;ng
: 1t was gc
@) NLhc first 6 months of 19687

1g « b = X 1o e I]t;] o
b W helIlOl Governi € = .\ erce ‘
Ll of the period concerned at the beginning of th

e of food shortaee
¢ year?

© If so, whether precaution was waken?
C b]

(@ If precaution taken, why food crisis le

ading to
in the State could not be prevented ?

starvation death
hri RAMESHECHANDRA BAROOAH (Minister, Supply)
Shr

replied:

(a)—Estimate of first six months shortage is not avail
t;nl,l,lted cereals during the crop year 1967-

of €8 <

08 was 2.62 lak]
(b)—Yes, to the abeve estimated amount of shett

able. Shortage
1 tennes.

age.
(c)-—Action was taken to obtain rice

; alld Wlleat fl‘Om
. aile maize plOductS
I]dla dI]d m ’
Of ]-

1NC Government
» atta and suji from

other States.
(d)—There was no starva

ed 1n certain parts of the

ticn  death thou

gh scaicity
State, but the

: condition
sltuation was

promptly



12 QUESTIONS [27th August

M. Shamsul Huda: The Minisicr-in charge Supply was pleaced to
reply that the shortage of feodstuff during the <ix months was not ava lable.
Is it a fact that the Government had no idex about the toodstutt during

this period ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: I have not stated that. 1 hasve stated

that the tptal shortage was 2.62 lakhs tonnes. Only the shortupe during
the first six months was not separately availanle. -

M. Shamsul Huda: What are the facior responsible for this shortage ?

j S SN

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: This shortfall was due to the hortage
of production. '

(Shn Dulal Chandra Barua: The Minister has stated in reply  to
(1) {©) that !hc): have taken si€ps to obtain rice and other essential commeodi-
ties from the Government of India as well as fiom other States.  Whether

lh‘:?’c_“'f"'fc received by the Government of Assam? If so, what is the
quantity ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Wheat, Maize etc. we have received io

plenty. So far rice is concerned. we have reccived only 4000 tonnes

Sh.r‘i Dulal Cha.ndra Barua: Whether Government of Assam hae made
any assessment as to the requirement of the State per month? [If so,
what is the quantity?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoah: 1 have already stated about the toa)
requirement of our State.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: What is that?

Shri Ramesh Cnandra Barooah: The total requircment of N i
the St S
21 lakhs 93 thousands tonnes. 4 REERER T

Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar: What is the total quantity held by the
Government during that period?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: 1 have already said that the shortage
is by about 2.62 lakhs tonnes. OQur estimated requirement is 2| Jakps 93
thousand tonnes and our shortfall is 2.62 lakhs tonnes.

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI : —paai7d @@y A3, iz

A0 I F® | A @etaRr wEe @ A @y <{faE 5|
ez —a2 T 5N Fipra wfaqrs 9 (No reply.)

Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar: M " ‘ ; -
- ; : uestio was what 1s the total
quantity held at the disposa] of tﬁe qGoverEment? ©

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: It jg a question of simple arithmetic.

The shortage is about 2.62 lakhs tonnes and by simple arithmetic we
can have 1t. =




1968] QUESTIONS '3

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI: (d) w3 sssw
saw(ra Starvation death (gie 18 7't Yo | wiotim-oruy prgun
3rdl FANLRE BIFNA M4A Jviw ¥ A3 Ao 21 wF ww, wayw
13z ufars |

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH :—

‘ CFIR (i
particular @5 w1 413 w9z WA 3 @ 508y
M. Shamsul Huda: Was there any p

e ont] e ostmortem examination o find
cath occurred?
out why the

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH:—

CHIT (I
(@5 4TI PTD 3V, HILEIT w3y |

M. Shamsul Huda: Whether the Gove:ument Is awaie of any death due
to Sturvution?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoab:  There was
onquiry from the district we could know that there
death.

'oport. but on  our
Was  no starvation

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed: ‘Whenever thor‘c is any allegation of Starvatio
dcath, the Government denies that thete is any starvation death, I\/fa I;
know what is the dcfinition of starvation death? y

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah:

tion death I think T need not define w
starvation .

hat is

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma —WA Weiery
T3z %3 S (G 1A i‘r PES Wi{? {f@ic§1~a®m
s NEE AR WF @&l (1a1eR wfigy | CLEE P
iz{ jiel AT W W ST ot wifwy Tvea g z‘ﬂtﬁm (Y
SIf3 (TIAAG TTI L T 2o fqg X iy

R T,
afemid T3 7 qE ¥ st &

Ir Deputy Speaker: There were (Wo questi
\Y rvation death and sccond one is. q“estl()ns (1 wi

) iether there w
starva hether ' € was
ialf ya posmonhto Sulflply tll)‘e adequate quantity of fotélg’ Stu?r\grnment were
sentation by etpu 13. lhut one by one. First you answer \’?h the repre-

s any starvalion death at Rangiya? ether there
w.

ShriARamosh Chandra Barooah: [ pyye

Y X alread . .
ihdifate there was no starvation death in any party ofitsqunihat our reports

Mr. Depufy Speaker: Whether there was ddequate supply of food
stuff?



14 QUESTIONS [27th August

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: It s not possiblc to sav whether
the food stufl was adcyuate or not, but whenever we received represcnla-
tions about shortage of food siuffl we tried our best to send the food
stuff.

hhri Prun‘”dc ('ll:ll'i(]l'::l (’-Uuﬂi: W ;"i!‘:;:"‘cj' ihc i'lil Ll NEU” "“!‘I?hcﬂ" 1O
Rangiya was adequate?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: We¢ rushed in food. It may not be
adequate.

M. A. Musawwir Choudbury: Ip Rangiya theic was starvation death,
do you agrez?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Never.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani:—=1781 (3178 sa¥s
csifa 7 starvation decath 7 =az 54474 AI1B

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooal . — <tz == azre] 493
243 TER [Fq ~#a| az7 |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Aie we to understand from the state-
ment that the Government is not in a position to apprise the august
Housc whether the fecod supply was adequate or not?  Are wWe to undertand

that the starvation deaths as has been mzantioned by the hon. Mempers are
proved?

Shri Ramesih Chandra Barooah: Those details can be given il a
particular question is put on those foints.

Shri Dulal Chand-a Barus: Whether the Government can appiise
this august Housc that during the months of May, Junv and July which
were the areas wheie scarcity of food was prevailing? . )

Shsi Ramesn Chandra Barooah: 1If a separate question 1s pyt, 1 can
give these details.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi: The Minister is evading this uestion.

Mr. Depaty Speaker: Order, order. The quc.'?,tion.is Whether Govern-
meat has any information about the aicas where scarcity Was prevailing?
You answer this first.

. Shri Ramesh Chaundra Barooah: Yes, there were S0ME ar04s particularly
the Mangaldai area and also Dhubii subdivision.

Shri Dulal Chandra Bacua: Are we (o understand from the ILiinister’s
reply that since food had to be rushed to the Mangaldai nd Nalb_ar(i
areas due to acute scarcity of foodstuff in those areas: SOME people die
of starvation before focd could reach there?

/

Shri Ramesh Chandca Barooah: T have not said that- 1 have always
denied that thele was any starvation death.




1968] QUESTIONS 13
3i. Shamsul Huoda: May [ know whether the Minister 1s aware of
daughter of  Shir Ahmed Al of Kanduliman gaon

thz fact that onec .
No. di:xd of starvation and the D.C. Nowgong pad o gratuity |
the surviving members of the family? : !

Rs.25 to
Qhri Ramesh Chandra Barovah: About this particular case, 1 canno
s 3 IRES N wa . i 1Ol

sy anyvithmg ofl hand.

i indra N: Sen: Since the e . ;

Shri Rothindra dlh = .',\.l"“’ the Hoa'ble Minister dentes strongly
that there was no stdrvation death. may  we know whether he will agree
with u»s that starvaton ¢an cause dzath? thagice

1~ Ramesh Cnandra Bart oah: That is 1 )
Shri R i i hat 15 putting the qQuestion in a very

cumbrous wiy. My reply is: there was no starvation death

Ghri  Rothindra Nath Sen: I somebodyv stamves constantly, wiil

- . . - -~ s . l “ -:‘ .

di\,‘ or W Iil hl._‘ 3\1“\]\,\:3 | N
Shri Ramesh Chandra Baroeah: Thatis a hyvpothetical questicn

il Chandra Barua: May I know fiom the Hen'tle Minister of
AL . 1SS O

Shri Dult |
he correct defintiion of starvauon?

Supply what 15 1
(No reply)

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen: 1 we point out several families who are
12, what does the Government propose to do for them? s lh‘\ .
- Is there

actually starvii
tor Government to do something for the starving tamiliss?

any provision
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: That is a hypothetical question

<hei R indr: Jath Qo . y
”h‘l. ‘\O:h:ll;gi& P:“:'“ .hu.. That 1s not a hypcthetical question.  If the
e ko out, whether Government is pespared to do s ;m thi o

: onicininge

familics - Wi
tarving lfamilies?

for thesc s
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah. Yes, if they ar :
ont will take steps. Yes, if they are pointed ovt. Govern-
Shri Mohidhar Peguy : i,
B Cﬁ?ﬂﬁ”’ﬂi ST ARY WGy

gy (@I A (TR SO T T I sein sieira o ?
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooal -

| «B fEtl 9oal v Wb fee 2
N nSh:l MohldharrPegu ©OCONREAEC fewig wils Sub-
Division © 3¢ G T2 AL | (AT T2 Way uay TR @E?{r:{ ?
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooal (ST A4 c;f‘s?ﬁ ;‘-'[‘3 |

7 S |

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani :  wyjesfy el

RGBS IR LI E T R e
wa WS
afaz 12 | BB St 7 S FERE S B O

[ C31‘E~CHG‘] 3 e b~
P <CO) IS (MY A9



16 QUESTIONS [27th August

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoah : “BArg BMwa 3rrete 316G
<% fas1% oy (1 2w oW < ome faeag aceia i T 57

THRG e

B

X GILALA (A A7 et w574y <o Fa Tribal WEAY Wi cgaNry
AT ZTSITD A7 (olaifi e e 4 (549974 4 arq YETE Y s 5 fary ?
€2 AL AN Pl WEPRE 2w 2N en e Brater % 4ry
TRECA | F faamy sam14 5 2o 4 Ge o E awmy ud) wisrem
GIALa A AGT mpAT o4'HA w1 e SES w2 v s1eq
T AT ABeA 2f4 S. D. C. %5 (v 5 a'qpe

Shri Kamini Moban Sarma : ‘.:".i:.?ﬁ?; =P WA F
¢

W\

(<7 24 (7131 rzs) June s | AZ {20z baairq @ aiam
13 @ty ? Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliba - (Cheif Minister)
BA14® arswg, AN WPFAT LLEPY) GFa| B CRITILA L 517 pyqef 51
AT ADE oo RIS ASIA A4 Wim It JRTE L |
AP CABATAY =igra ADPx 75 6% | wyeyma B2U-22 51y Tfas
AN AT A%H o5 <3 ANFes A0 waro(04 A BRI 4 ‘7
TgT Aa9 B3| q1% |

Shri Kaidarpa Narayan Banikya: The Minister has very frankly stated
that there was inadequate supply of fecodsiuft in Mangaldai Kamalpur
and Rangiya arcas. How can he then say thers was no starvation?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: In reply 1o Mr. Shamsul Huda's ques-
tion, 1 said that we sent foodstuft, which might be adequate of might not
be adequatc, That does not mean that this will lead to starvation.

Shrei Dalaj Chandra Barwa: May [ know from the Hon’ble Minister
what are 1hoge Places from which Government recsived  reports  of
starvation and thiough which agencies Government examined the dcath

cas’s on the bagjs of which they say thosc cases were not cases of
starvation deaths?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: If a separate question is put, can give
S—Not in repiy to this supplementary.

-

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Whathe; “Government have any information
about the numoer of Starvation deaths?

Shri Ramesn Chang,q Baiovah: 1 he , . - ts
of staivation deap. vah®  As I have already said, we got 1epor

j ¢ enquited and fou these were cases
of starvation death. 9 ound that \ not

Shri Duial Chandra Bacua:

ined ? Threugh which agencies these cases were
esam ? :

Shri Ramesh Chandra Bacooah: T
Commissioners and Subdivisional Ofiicers.

hrough the agencics of Deputy




1968] QUESTIONS 17

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Mav I know whether any medical ex-
anmination was made in those cases and. i o, can we request the Hon'ole
Minister to furnish the medicat repotts on those cases to thes House ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoah: This iy 2 1iepetition of the same
question.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Whethe any - post-mottem exanmination was
made into those cases?

Shri Ramesh Chaadra Baiooah: 1 have already stated  that only in
case of unnatural deaths, post-mortem is undertaken.  As these were not
cases of unnatural death. no question of post-mortem arose.

Shri Dulal Cha:dra Barua: Aic we (o understand th

. ; . at these cases
were not examined by any medical authority ?

Stri Ramesh Chandra Barocoah: It was not considered necessar .

Shri Dulai Chandra Barua: Then how could Government cstablish
that these were not cases of starvation deaths?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: 1 have already  said  that enquirics
were made b'\ thc D.C.s and the S.D.O:s. and they submitted 1cports
aftor cnquiry that they were not cases of unnatural death.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: May I request thec Hon'ble Minister

to
Place those reports from the D.Cs, and S.D.Os. before the House?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: There were many such reports. If

the hon. Member puts a separate question about particular areas, 1 shall
be able to reply.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruma: I want to know about starv

: atio -
in Rangiya and Mangaldai areas. n deaths

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: I have alread said t i
they were not found to be cases of stai vation deathg. . ¢ that on enquiry

Dr. Surendra Nath Dag :

: ¢ I Sy f3
wifce R fells AT9Y @ seysipmn R e

TCZCH STacs 7 G A1y AR @)

Shri Ramesh Chandra Bargoah -

, DAY 3
az7 o5 3% 3% st camy = s sy i s
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :

@+1% fof8 3R Starvation death TR IR ol
* Gl
AFTHIT (T ATTS T2 A1gs) 11 S w1 s e | (A8 el
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17 QUFSTIONS ixth Nt

_ Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: If it < the destie o the Houee |1
will submiit the 1eport.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Will th: Mimsic:r Fo plessed o pet the
1epoit of the Deputy Commissiconer and the Sub-Divss: sl Officer

Shri Ramesh Chandra Basooah: Sir.if yvoudirect me I wal’

Shri Muneswar Boro : w7 w/gi%0s A0y 03 2oale ovnF
WIT WA s fag wd) wrs e Taly A ST v cEeis Fa YA
FGfa =fen | cyaze anare @3 wys wwb '
Ffare1 iz 5w wqafafa faaa ead Mee =i e wa
AGTE Zwlax (FuE 2l 2105t (ABTH) WFT W6 1RT Faa cai
Shri Ramesh Chandra Bacooah,: Sir. if the hon Aemher gocs through
my reply he will find that it is replicd. In 1eply tO) T have srated that
action was taken to obtain rice and wheat from Gosernment ot Tadia and

maize, maize products, atta and suji fiom other States” and that i1+ 1n
order to meet the shortage.

Shri Dulal Charndra Barua: =#f¥ pBa=xtza  action
CRICE (B0 (3T BAFIAR AA1 WzA weh 2T =i paaia
AIBTHTa ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah @ =% 4% ofg wrsi |

Shri Dulzl Chandra Baruah: <32 sawix S 9y
fasifsfon, cefoal f@srafen = cefeal #Aea ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah :  «2 fzpyarg frsers
faa #=1 ara 1w g afeare wifziad =Me |

Shri Duial Chandra Baruah: What was our require-
ment.

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah : 32 (J(5113% (3 3w
afeare wIfzrag =ts |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: We wanted to know from the Minister
what was the actual requirement of the State and what was the quantity
asked for from the Government of India?

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Tre main question is whether you have re-
ceived fromp t}llqe pGovernmant of India the actual quantity of foodstuff

which were necessary to meot the situation. That is the plain question.




B i o3 e 19
1968) QUESTLIONS

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: [ have -o._;?hcd to this K]UCS;IIOI.I ‘ !E};t}
there is a shortage of 2.62 lakh :nnm‘_- and from \upplj.‘ t.ll.l\‘;-‘. !:"} ln:.'-
Government of India we are meeting the shortage. 1t is a continuing
process and at the ead of vear the posttion will be known.

Shri Jagannath Singha: [s the Minister aware that bamboo shoots are
also included in th: foodstufl

Shri Ramesh Chandra Bavooah: 1 am not aware of that.

M. Shamsul Huda : w3 wrziery (33

P IT e W™ (Z)
= W “riIgic Ot
Food crisis & %oy /a7% | =g «i$3 Taajwss Food crisis 2zfem
b ]

(1 AT (B FAG) 5AFE (A

‘ Shri Ramesh Chanira Barooah
Food crisis (2fea | (32 391 5343 wifaads %3
| M. Shamsul Huda : 5% wmiy= Yfwre FMas
>z fpa (1 712 |

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah:— «5 weess oo O
s F8F |

M. Shamsul Huda : 91 8 Tom1T b weamg w2 W2 Ty |

Re: Inspection held at a Corporation Godown in December 1967

M. SHAMSUL FHUDA askad:

*2. Will the Minister in-charge of Supply be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Deputy  Commissioner. Nowgong,
along with Food Corporation Officer, hald an imspection at g

Cocll'gol)ation Godown in December 1967 regarding  quality of
paddy:

(b) Whether it is a fact that

; this inspection revealed c s of
. ‘ g ontents of
dirt. sand and other foreign materials

to 17 per cent in paddy stocked bv

(c) Whether it is a fact thy this finding

Techincal Experts (Officers) of th
(Assam) also ?

ranging from 5 per cent
the Corporation?

Was confiimed by the
¢ Food Corporation of Tndia

(d) 1W}‘1lect(1::3m-t thedgood_.Sio.rpm;araljop of India in Assm is supposed
0 accept paddy without SXamining the quality ?

e) Whether this Organi:ation i o : '

(e ki sant-ation is compelled to accept paddy of any

\

(f) If not, why and how thete h

- as been so much deterioration of .the
quality of paddy procured by (ho oration of India
(Assam) in 1967-68 7 v the qud Corporatio



20 QUESTIONS (27th August
Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH (Minister, Supply) rephicd:

2. (@)--Yes. The Deputy Cammisganer, Nowgone apspecicd  two
bags of paddy cach at I'C.I. Godown at Kath-atal and Dabaka,

(by—Pecrcentage of refraction 1 the ¢ 4 bag,
to S per cent.

anied from 3 per cont
(c)—No.
(d)—No.
(e)—No.

(f)—No bad quaality paddy wa< pricured.

M. Shamsul HHoda: Sir, may I know ftem the Hon'ble A\ jnister

that in spite of the fact that the Fcod Corporation of India  exymine
each an% every bag of puddy before l:alkmg delivers  and under the circunt:
stances how so much deterioration theie could be in the paddy !
by the F.C.1.? pacey procu
Stri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Sir, the Hon'ble Momber'g question
pre-supposes all paddy was bad. But 1 do not kpnow that '

al | padd) (U B

bad. Some paddy was found bad and necessary steps werc taken o (hoSE

cases.

M. Spamsul Huda: May 1 ktf:ocw wWhether it s a fact that theiec wWis
pre-planned conspiracy o markeI 1el)procuremem of T00d comm SO s
the Corporation a unsuccessiul on¢:

_ Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Tam no0 0 0 B the consP"
racy by whom?
"M. Shamsul Huda: By the interested pargies,

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Sir it i 4 yague questiop

Shri Rahimuddin éhmem*F.C.I. « fg paddy procure

TS DY wpatrs w57 567 ST SIS ofign 65% Wy wdll®

BT wgsitcs s1em A W3 Al | gfeqy 65% b S ifet™
facerst ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barvoah: Thjg

i alre detajl
reply to question No. 4. There al .
is put the question will be ansWel ed.

about it. If a s tal
ut 1t. a Supplel]]eﬂ

M. Shamsul Huddi—=2 sy g0 ooy yfergst
J . 1@

o3 F.C.IL el 4l AR T o org s i g

5IHIAT 139578 518 (7 (BT °




\l
(2\ M IIO\US

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: — <3 «,¢w17i <tvo1 ‘o g
. Sirm e ‘BT o F 51814 wi'sy Food Cor-
. L famuisom w0 LRy <BC3 ob1EI9 wi'E
qawga F.oC
poration & |

M. Shamsul Huda:—# ‘aeie fenis fvige supply - <sier
ORI P IR | SUPPIY St annr® st w7 '\:a-‘\b‘ﬁ Pule
'.511917.’\‘9 ocawm i@ 0 fn® adlm 24 ey s supply  tqsrera
fq@uld TS 44T UFS1TL (<N 51TEA o' RIAQE 1y *«”‘41.’ T4 N G
g5(q (oIS co-ordination 4.3 2iem) saw(ra afary (o )

Shri Ramesh Chandru Barooah:— "y

(@

Es s 8]
5% i A L B 9% wrwy fus wifdse |

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma :—j

12 wzfs B1%a gy
siea fuzfa €a fvw = ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah:—bi3s (3 ‘uyy = |

Shri Sarat Chandra Rava :—wyfy (g

AR <3 (0 sroas
Q7P IR AT SAW | <FDY (FTacy 37 ?
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah :-—
Resistance W3 &st | codgemica 533131 <bys SN @iy ey
wi® {4 (S 33 518 fora nsfufa &1 ey

91 There is no consumersg’
resistance. It'th‘i.re 'S Coasumers® resistance, the millers wil] be  forced to
supply good quality 1ice.

ARME | consu mers &

M. Mainul Haque Chaudhury: Does the Minister mgzq

nt has no duty in the matter and they have abdicated their
me matter to the buyers for consumers’ resistance?  Thev ivi
th(?.d ate iice mixed with paddy. stenes, glasser, and the Gov Sng
thir ectors and the Supply  Depaitment Will jemain g silent epomment
I?,fj;i)catiﬂg their responsibility (o ths consumers 2 “bectators
a

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Goveinn
put buyers have got also Coresponding resp
u .

n t.hat GOVSI‘I]*
Powerg

et surely have 1es ibilj
. Ly v es !
onsibility. p(,nSlblhty

Shri Gaurisankay Bhattacharyya:\;-@} et -
e zf3 (T «3 P e Tas CABTH fotsi | Tog | foy .\q*ca.§m W?\P:a
>grg—b10FA TS ¥1=, iy, iy wifer TR RAT @By g fufey Py
stz S® O M Statd a1sts erfsar AT | wrmapes
farH!® (T (TR, 203Me7 371 Bivs sy wfag | % w0 txry,
iz FaT9® IR 67 wiles | i%ms rww qivs TN w4ty ey
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@ AT 1 9P fHIEY punrt (25 gy A14R ward anT) e e
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M. Moinul Hoque Choudhury: The Munste:r has 5t cone v the
As:scmbly Members hostel and he ha- aleo 1.0t pone o any chep n tne
State. Then let him accept the vice of tlc Hou e that whatener tice s
being supplicd is not catable and that the Goscriunent 15 noet enforcimg
quality control and not penalising anybody.

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma: —+& <3 5 %er .ia0  va
. ,
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Dr. Surendra Nuth Das: - 25 s7e'ers 4504w OREX
@ A7 ¢ Afe wrAgm cvracy 07 BYn 40 A0 e )

Mr. Deputy Spcakc;-: Now, the whoic question i~ this tweo fold
that there has been entry into the godowns  of the nulls  of  toodstulls
whlch. are either dofective or bad. and the Supply Minister has atated  that
there 1s an Inspectos to inspect the quality of 1ice al _the centry, but still
there 1s some defect in quality of rice. The sccond question is that the rice

issued from the mills to the market is also mixed up with stones. These are
the two partinent questions.

M. Moinul Hoque Choudhury: [ Would like to add one more, Sir,
and that is what is found in the black-market is not mixed up with any
foreign stufl!

/

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: There is no black-matket, Sir, there
is open market.

Shri Lakshyadhar Chaudhury :— ©2l45'%F 23y,  syaig
THY NG @5 Boirw e wiom (q farenst wwws 2AfSraty wfag sy |
2312159 Fair-Price-Shop  «zs @f4zile 48 43 7 iofor ®ig
Aoty #faa faog tzfom | (g wals!B @NA fawiem siq; @y

Tauw« wifa wfacs cq afr (i ol 59 cofem 501 4% (991 BIoH i
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Shri Nakul Chandra Das: In view of the fact that rice

throl'tgrgel: lleexf;‘)l:;l::é%e isx?otlﬁ:, i}s{) of _Pooi'1 quality and in view Sué)tp lieq
resen XPIOSS n th Ouse in the matter, wiil the G .
make 2 thorough enquiry into the three factors, i.e., (1) the gz:;ﬂ;hen
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paddy supplied by the F.C.I. 1o the Milling Industis. (2) fice wpzod

by the Mills to the fair-price shops and (3) the whole distuibution syvsiem.

That will remove the doubts of the Hon. Members

Svri Ramesh Chandra Barooah: Sir. the rice that s been supplied
to the fair-price shops are Ahu rice. We  have now procured MR Ahu
paddy and Ahu rice is geneially of red colour which does not loob vory
nice to the eyes or to the taste also.

(At this stage scveral Membe::
speak).

from thc Opposition stood up to

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order
this question and T would I}
some eflective measures 50 that these th'ngs may not

and 4lso in the open market.
question

order We have discussed

thicadbare
«C the Mimister 1o male an

cnquiry and take
happea in the mills
I'think we shoutd now pass ongte the next

Shri Dulal Cnandra Barua- Sir, we have no doubt that an enquiry
will be made and that too through which agency is also known to us,

Now the question is that such kind of things mec going on menily. e,
bad quality of rice being supplied mixed up with foreign stutts, | theiefoie

suggest 1hat a conunitice consisting of thiee members from this House should
be constituted to £

L 0 Into it and submit a report to th:
observation

House with ity
and recommendations.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Your

question is whether Government
prepared to constituted a committee

is
to enquire into the matter?

Shri Du!al Chandra Barua: Yes Sirfwith Members from this House.

Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha Chief Minister: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. the
complaint that has been broaght before the House is with 1egard to the quality
of rice that the mills supply thiough the fair-price shops. That is the genera,
complaint. Sir, | fully appreciate the strong  feelings Cxpressed by  the
Memb_ers of this House with regard to the qralivy of rice and in respect

of maize atiy and some other articles also. Now the question js how H o
effectively proceed in

the matier so that there may be proper  quality
control poor quality -of food-stuffs ars not supplied c¢ithe; through the
fair-price  shops or in the markst. For this purpose I wayld SUEEOst
that at the first jjst

ance we may invite some Members
and explain to them the exijc .
as well as (he Supply Depar
that meeting feel (hat something

they might suggest about it.

Y ers  of the House
ting procedure of functioning of the F.C.T.

tment.  After that ift the Hon. Members iy
clse is to be done to Improve the condition,

M. Deputy Speaker: When the Chief Minister has given assurancg
that theie will be some

L measures taken to enquire’into the matter and ‘g
devise ways and means to stiengthen the machinery with a view to Cnsurg
distribution of bettey Quality of food-stuffs, I think we can now pass On (g
the 31d qguestion.

Skri Bimala Prasad Cha
AT, 493 2w .«

Itha Chief Minister:— TR
2751 w9, Resistance 7 =2 Alts v I Ay
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q5Y SIT IR AN s 1 FrEte oawtH® ey Quality 3 oIy it
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M. Samsul Huda:- 53«77 <30 sew 3R (@, fgwiw
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Particular area 3 =0 & s 3O FumiEd weg |
13 BISES f4a, 216, «(7 T F SIS 4380 wNeT 3G WA T 5r¥
g4tz WWI AFAN % 305 34 Aitcg 1 a%F Sippoly Dept.
g BT8a A0 FRATH (AT 410 FHIYT W | 54T (I [{ QF Ny
(T TS, 41, (415 T01 (Frsta TN 4T 5re (oMb mwgﬁ Supply
fawirs 413D Ao AIZAYML #3032 w(Cw | (Il Partizular area
7 T W@ TR Fqeel 36 A% | 93 IB3® conspiracy supply
fretsta at9 3 IE MR WP IR Ao IR 9T oWy
SR A | There is a conspiracy to sabotage the procure-
ment and the Supply Department.

Shri - Ramesh Chandra Barooah: The hon. Member should give some
concrete cases for our enquiry. At any rate, the whole thing will be reviewed
pefore the next Kharif year, i... by the month of October.

M. Deputy Speaker: This quesstion has been threadbare discussed
from all points of view and the hon. Chief Minister has taken the matter
very seriously and he said that he is going to enquire into the whole

iter and will devise ways and means how these things will not Le
glge;in whether In the mills or in the market. g ot hapuen

Re: Starvation Death in 1968
M. SHAMSUL HUDA asked:

+3, Will the Minister-in-chaige of Supply be pleased to state—

®) Wl;gtgée?r itls a fact that a numbe: of persons died of starvationin

(b) What factors led to these starvation death?

() Whether acute food crisis and famine conditi availed_in the
: diti ravailed 1n
areas of these starvation death? onF ‘

(d) Whether the Government had ap

ituati 2 information of this
food situation in y Pprevious inforn ' .

the areas concerned?
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(e) If so, whether any precaution was taken by the Government ?
(f) Whether the precaution was eflective?
Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH (Mialster, Supply) replied:

. 3. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
(c)—Starvation death occured nowhere.

] . (d)— Governmect were aware of the food situation in the State
including the areas where the scaicity condition provailed.

(e)—Test 1elief schemes and gratuitous relief were underiaken to
easec the distress of the people. Also, controlled foodstuffs were rushed to
the areas affected.

(f)—Yes.

Shri Kandarpa Narayan Banikya . —g+tay= argws, cqtal
¢ Wz v offycy Shri Sarat Rava, Shri Kandarpa Banikya &®%
Sfeey o917 atfe 98 o &3 fawtq sty swws Goalpara S. D. O 1
- 65T W8 T4 FARMRET | 5AFNT 9% famts wupmts FfAreE ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoabh:— I have already
denied and said that there was no starvation deaths.

Shri Sarat Chandra Rava:—gyis 753 <oz AZIS o
fF9 [ No Reply ]
Al v ot S AT B18aS (7, 413t sty wigrz Agita-
tion 3fifger (rE<e AMTNT TH Ay AT PRI Y 2

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah:— %7 ©ist33 fagry oifa-
¢ cottdl =fos 9% v Sifara Agitation (%f®3 q T HF R
5IFIT =F9rs AfHa |

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika:—Supply Minister « conspiracy

g = AP 1 18 Brae 7% g Yferel foater S. D. O. wiw
D. C. eitops 533133 wiity; segpity sgmgta 19 ? |

Shri Ramesh Chaundra Barooah :— 277 SIS NFZ VAR
Ifer cp1Ten) 49T =R AR AT wgegmin warq epg 705 |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—sspfty siwsg © sy AGIZL
cafen S.D O. = T2 I 17 Aoy agar sty A7 Sqie @
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asfacs  aEes S.D.O. 5 pazias waAlfosa aR? 93 I [
T qeEFET A SR s F ufF AR St cERE (TR famgm

HAT ©ATS BAFILA (FHITA ITF FAUR ?

Mr. Decputy Speaker: Though. the question has beon put claborately
the gist of tho question is, whether threo M.L.A’s approached the S.D.O
and informed him that there were 3 staivation deaths in Dudnai area.
if so, whother this fact was brought to the Minister’s notice?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooab: 1 have no such information.

Shii Dulal Chandra Barga: Will the bhon. Minister enquire into the
matter ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoah: If the hon. Member gives the names
and places of occurrence, we will enquiry into it whether such deaths _

occurred.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: The question hour is over.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which replies were laid on the table)
Re: Primary Health Unit at Gohpur
Shri BISHNULAL UPADHYAYA asked:
1. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the plan and estimates for ¢

of a Primary Health Unit at Gohpur under ;
Panchayat has been approved bty GOVBInme%lllaﬁg]U

nstruction
at Anchaiik
g ago?

(b) If so, what is the estimated cost for constiuction of the build
. s ul in 9
(c) Whether it is a fact that fund has already been gs?

for this purpose and the constructj
soon?

(d) If so, when?

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV (Minister-in-chqy
n- e,
1. (@—No. -

made 1
o . avai
n work will pe started k\l'grl;

alth) replieq

(b)—Does not aiise.
(c)—No.

(d)—Does not arise.



30 CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATIER OF [27th August
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Discussion regardiag re-organisation of the State
. of Assam

*Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Mr Dcput: Spcaker, Sir, with
your permi.sion may I request the Chief Minisic: to  apprse this  august
House about the latest development in resgect ot re-organusation 1s-uc of this
frontier State which hus buen previously assured to let this House hnow from
time to uime. Sir, it has besi observed that the news has been published 1n the
Newspapers and we have also heard that a decivaon has been tahen by the
A.P.C.C. yesterday on this particular issuc.  Sir, whea the House 1~ on Sc.sion,
it ought to hav: been placed before the august House.  Sir, [ consider that
it is not the quesuon of the purty in power, but it is the question of the cntire
people living in the fronticr State of Assam.  Theicfore, [ 1equest the Chicf
Minister to apprisc this Housc about the latest position in the context of the
deciston taken by the Government of India in 1espect of re-organisation of

the State with relovant facts and documents so that the Housc can discuss the
matter threadbare.

Calling Attention to a matter of Urgent Pablic Importance

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on a point
of order. Sii, it i> surprising to find the nome of Shri Satindra Mohan Deb
as Minister incharge of Health in the Unstarred Qucstion supplicd to us today.
Sir, are we to understand that Shri Deb still holds the charge of Health Sei-
vices? So far we know, Shri Teron is the Minitser in charge of Health now.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This was printed Lefore the port-folio of the
Minister was changed.

Now, Shri Barua has made a reference on the matici of re-organisation
of the State. As a matter of fact, I have been apprisad by the Chief Minister
by a lette. addresscd to ma which was reccived by me at 9 A.M. today stating
that ke would be permitted to make a statemeat in the House on his recent
visit to New De hi and taiks with the Privne Minister and Home Minister of
Ludia on the subject of re-organisation of Assam.

Now, I

L L propcsed to take up the “Call Attention” first and then the Chief
Minister will give his statement.

Item No.2—Shri Govind Kalita.

Calling Attention t¢ a matter of Urgent Public Importance—Missing of Article
worth Rs, 1 lakh, '

- Shri .GOVIND.A. KALITA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to call the
attention of the Minister in chaige of Industry, under Rule 54 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business cf the Lagislacive Assembly to the news

item published on the “Asom Batoii”, dated the 7th July, 1968 under the
caption—

*Speech not corrected

AT LY L 4
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Shri BISWADEY SARMAH (Minister, Industries): 1\:: Dc};{n:;t_l); Spt‘-akfn:

ir, it is a fact that a shortage of raw materials worth about Rs. ‘3,(_)(.)? has

e ‘;tc;i in the raw material depot of the Assam Small Indm.tncb‘Dq-

oot dctcl Corporation. The Shortage was detected during the period from

‘l,\il(?c):;?ctg Ju;mcp 1(567. The loss mainly concerned shortages in ‘Illlc'm“owmg

ar?iclcs (a) Galvanised Plain Sheets,  (b) ‘C«Iwzld RO!Mcngfbricq‘{:gdsmm'
These two items were imported Irom East European C S &

Japan
during the period between December, 1965 t¢ March, 1967 and wero re

ceived
through the Minerals and Metals Trading Coiporation (MMTC) of the Go-

i 1al de ‘as originally run by the Direc-
ta. The raw material depot was originally \ :
vemgeor}tlgcrh}:t?ic:;. In 1964 it was handed over to the Assam Small Industries
Dev The same officer who was in charge of the depot
when the depot was under the Director of Inglustncs continued to look after
the depot even after taking over the Corporation. « In May

! 1y 1967 a Controller
of Stores was appointed by the Corporation. While this officer w:

was taking
ovel, the shoitages were detected and reported. The Board ‘ot Directors
of tl’le Corporation wer> apprised of the matter in Muy,‘ 1968, though the
General Manager, Managing Dircctor and the Raw Materi

al Advisory Con-
mitiee were inforimed about the shortages. After the matter come to the notice
of the Board of Directors, the Board took serious notice of

it and authorised
one of the Directors to enquirs into the matter. The Director’s ‘eport is
awaited. These consig nments were received from the Minerals and Metals Trad-
ing Corporation, New Delhi through the Assam Government Trade Adviser
in Calcutta during 1he period 1965-67. 1t is not yet known whether the
handling agent of the Trade Adyvisor weighed the consignment before taking
delivery. This is being enquired into.

‘ But it is also a fact that the Smal]
Lndustiies Development Corporation of other States also made Complaints to
the M.M.T.C. regarding short welght of materials despatched by the former,
However, it is also a fact that no complaints were made to the M.M.T.C,
either by the Assam Small Industries Development Corpcration or by the
Director of Industries 1egarding short weights. Because no Weightment
could .b; énade, One belated co*n}iplgint was -made which w

accepled by the M.M.T.C. The fin ings of the Director w ’ i
into the matter woyld be placed befoie the Board of Directors i o Jad mared
which will be he;

din the fiist week of September. After co

A}
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1epo1t the Board will wuke necessary teps on the tasis of the findings of the
enquiry. Afier theshortages were brought to light the svstem has been tighten-
ed up to avoid such occurances in the future.

The Corporation has sustained a loss of Rs.3.54 lakhs in the vear 1967-68.
The main causes of loss have been the unprofitable working of its productive
units among ~hich are the Jax Board Factory and M;S C-ichar Textiles. The
Match Sglint Factory at Bijni has also suffered 1 loss.  The Assam Avuravedic
products another venture was sta, ted onlyin 1967 and as it has newly gone into
production this also has suffercd 4 marginal loss. The administration of the
Corporation has Been recently ove hauled by appointing a whole time Ma-
naging Director. Some rationalisation in the deployment of staff has also
been done. It is expected that the working of the Corporation will improve
with these measures.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I would request ti.e Chief Minister to
make a statement.

Statement made by the Chicf Minister on the
re-orgamisation of the State of Assam

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA, (Chief Minister): M. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, the proposal for re-o1ganisation of the State has been a matter
of anxiety for the people of our State for all these years. This question has
a history behind it and there has becn scries of discussions on this subjccl‘.
Various Commissions have cnqu‘incd into this question and [ need not take
up the time of the Hou§c by giving the details.  You will 1ccollect, Sir, that
at one time the mombers of this House also had the uccasion of going to Delhi
to have a discussion on the subject. Subsequently a Commiitee was consti-
tuted with Shi1 Ashoke Mehta as ()¢ Chairman and that Committee gave its
recommendations which were undanimous although one of the political partics,
namely All Party Hill Leaders® Conference decided not to Co-operate with that
Committee. Thercfore, the 'éCommendations of the Mchta Committee in
which all the 1epresentatives of the various parties, excepting AJ] Party Hil)
Leaders” Conference, Weic associated were unanimous. Subsequentiy Govern.-
ment of India, for 1easons best known 1o tjem, gave some alternative proposal
in which it was mentioned about th¢ creation of an aulonomous State wichin
the State of Assam by transferring 5 very large number of subjects including
Jaw and order to that autonomous Sate, There were discussions on this subject
with the Government of India and gyrselves and we maintained consistent
with the stand we took from the Very beginning that in the interest of security
and also for progress and developmeny of this area there should be no dis-
memberment of Assam and there should be integrated administration with

© We maintain that if Assam has to be re-
organised, the AS-}EOke Mehta Commitiee’s recommendations provide the
best solution for it.

SUbsaquent]y f?]; 112L(;szznd of this month the Home Minister was good
et e Seni n']efore I zige Jthat he and the Prime Minister weuld like to
moet 1mo 447 'EIDclh; on 1(1)1u d be at Delhi by the 23rd. I had some diffi-
culty in 8O 1317 s © 23rd because I did not want to miss the first

£ 3 V_-. ) oy = e T
L Speech not corrected
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day of this august Housce as fiom our side as well as from the olhcgr Sigic of the
House it was our duty to pay our 1espect to out late Speaker of this House
whom we lost very prematurely. Therefore., T did not want to miss that day.
I pleaded that it would be conveinent for me fo go on the 27th but the Home
Minister told me that I might be iate and that he would arrange air transport
for me. Therefore. 1 had to leave for Delht on the 23rd but because of bad
weather I had to halt at Bagdogra tor the night and 1 reachad Dolhi on the
24th afternoon. My colleague the Minister tor Revenuo was in Delhi and
I requosted him to stay on so that we might meet the Home Minister as well
as Primec Minister together. We met the Home Minister at 11.30 and the
Home Minister expiessed his anxicty to take a decision on this re-organisation
issuc of Assam as soon as possible and it possible during the current session
of the Parliament and he gave us some idea how their mind was working.
Of coursc, I could understand that they were yvet to finalise the proposal but
novortheless he gave us some indication of what they were thinking about
it, and he wanted our views.  The matter being very urgent 1 telt that I shouid
have discussion with my collcagues and give my views after consultation with.
them. I do not know whether [ should formally say it betore it is finalised.
The proposal is not yet finalised and it is still in the process of thinking.
In any caso according to the new ideas which have been introduced the present
thinking is that the autonomous State that was contemplated in the eatlier
scheme in which it was thought that the law and order should be transferred,
the presont contemplation is that the law and oider tor the autonomous State
should be a subjecct teserved for the Governor at his discietion. But the
Governor Will be acting as the agent of the Government of India and not as
constitutional Goveinor.  Therefore, this is the change that was contemaplated
in the scheme. So, in the cailicr proposal the option that was given to North
Cachar Hills, Mikir Hills and Mizo Hills. if they are in favour of joining or
not joining the autonomous State was by a simple majority. Against that the
present contemplation is that the majority should be by two-thirds. That
meaas if the North Cachar Hills District Council or Mikii Hills District Coun-
cil or Mizo Hills District Council are in favour of joining the autonomous
State, they may do so by a decision with two-third majority.

There is another contemplation in this revised scheme. That is because
of the geographical situation of the whole of this area lying in the north-
eastern part of India, in the matters of security as well as planning and develop-
ment, there should be co-ordinated approach for which it is comtemplaed
that there should be a Council of Inter-State with the Governor as the Ch'1§1 man
and the Chief -Minister or the administrators of these areas, namel ;\‘sam
Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura and N.E.F.A. T here should be ay Co’unCii
in which problems 1elating to security in this area as well as planning and de-
velopment would be c!1scussed. Precisely, these were the chaI:] es of’thg ideas -
which weré in the mind of the Home Minister which he tolg us. I pleaded
for time so that 1 may consult my colleagues here. Before leavh; : Fol; Delhi
also I requested my colleagues, the members of the Cabinet t:og ive: tﬁeir
guldancﬁ * qd:lllce In this matter. They felt that I should go to gDelhf and
know 1t ‘(31 nt}"}l of the Home Ministey and to find out wghat is exactly in
tho hon come back and diamect,and L0 find out what is exactly in their mind
Y have omitted to mention that ¢ o alteren.and convey to them our proposal.

A the alternative
. i N : o the auto e
is the creation of Union Territories of the hill districts olfl‘g{l;g:;,s f;;triiscig:lrl;y
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Garo Hills Khasi Hills, Mizo Hills as well as North Cachar Hills and Mikir
Hills otherwise Mikir Hills & North  Cachar  Hills might continue
to 1emain in Assam Under the Union Territory, no option to Mikir
Hills or North Cachar Hills was given but the District Councils or the dis-
trict administration would be given the status as was contemplated in the
Asoka Mehta Scheme. That means the district of Khasi and Jaintia Hills.
Garo Hills and Mizo Hills would be Union Territories and Mikir and North
“Cachar Hills distiict would be as contemplated in the Asoka Mchta Scheme.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: [ am not clear #bout the last part
of his statement, that is in respect of North Cachar Hil's and Mikir Hills.

Shri BIMAILA PR:‘\S.-‘_\D CHALIHA (Chief Minister): It is also said that
in respect of financial assistance from the Government of India, it will be at
par with the rest of the districts. That means aithough Mikir and North Cachar
Hills would not be Union Territories, but so far as financial assistance 1s
concerned, it would be at par with the rest of the hill distiicts of Assam.

Now, as a matter of fact, I was advised to give our reaction to this proposal
and to communicate our reaction to this proposal to-day. That is the present
position. I do not know what wouid be the final shape ot this re-organisation
proposal. We have _Icntatlvcly considered these proposal, and fiom these
considerations we think that because of the large measure of support and
agrecment, the Asoka Mchta proposal would be the best proposal for re-or-
ganisation of Assam. That is how we propose to inform the Government
of India. So far as the first part namely the co-ordination of Inter-State
Council is concerned, we have felt that there is necessity of this co-ordination
and discussion in this area. But that is A matter which can be taken up
separately and need not be linked up with this re-organisation of Assam. And
on that also therc are someé matters which will have to be gone into deeply.
The idea is that theie sho.uld be forum or some consultatlvo_ arrangements
to discuss about the security and dcvcfopm_cnt problems. This seems to be
a favourabic thing but it necds a lot of consideration—how it should be done
and what should be its powers.  Whether it would pe only an advisory body.

Therefore, on that mattet also we need time to say. With regard to the rest

of the re-organisation proposal we have not been able to think of any better
arrangement than what was recommended in the Asoka Mechta Committe’s
recommendation.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mi. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, the statement which is given by the Chief Minister 1. of great importance
as ha has said that the C{O‘{Orllmer}t of India expects a reply or a reaction fiom
this side, if possible, within to-day. Piobably it would be in the fitness of
thing, if we can discuss thi S:ia}el?lent and send the view of the legisiature as
such to the Govex:nment-t n t or that purpose, if necessary, there should be
a substantive meotion on hhe S'altement given by the Chief Minister from this
“de of the House. We have alicady given noltice of such # substantive mo-
SIS @ do urge, Sits that 1n view of cortain very extraorainaly matters involved
e IGu\zcrnmcnt Of{ﬂdla s latest proposal namely, this law and order being
l”ﬁi’ff wvay from tho State List and even  fiom the Hills representatives to a
a
nominat¢

purcaucrat the latest proposal is reactionary. Secondly, diserimina-

P
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between some Hills of Assam and other Hilis 1s not only reactionary,
but also mischievous. Thirdly, the N.E.F.A. area is surreptitiously
being given a different political personality by bringing it in the gencral
council as a separate political entity. It appears that in the Reorganisation
Scheme and cven in the alternative proposal of Union Territory there is being
kept discrimination between the Garo and Khasi and Jaintua and Mizo Hills.
on the one hand and the Mikii and North Cachar Hilis op the other. This
matter probaoly requires a closer examination and for making our proposal
effective probably it will be better if the House immediately takes up the matter
and discuss this issuc. Of course we had accepted what 1s generally known as
the Mechta Committeo’s recommendation not because they were the best
bat because they were most acceptable under the cuicumstances. And if
the Government of India agrees to that then of course it is ditferent, but if thev
re-open the matter then from our side also we have to re-open the matter
and re-judge the issues.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: [ have received a Notice of Motion frem
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua and Shri Sailen Medht. The House do taken inite
consideration the Statement made by the Chielf Minister on 27th "\”“U\'l‘
1968 on the issuc of Re-organisation of Assam. It can be discussed. ?l‘li‘
Motion is in order under Rule 131 of the Rules of Procedure and k‘nndu;{

of Business in the Assam Logislative Assembly.

Any Motion can be moved by any Member to discuss a statement made
by a Minister under Rule 131(5). *The Speaker may after considering the
state of business in the House and in consultation with the Leader of the House
allot a day or days or part of a day for the discussion of any such metion
This Motion is an important one and 1 am asking the Chief Minister “'hClhci:
it should be taken up to-day or tomorrow.

The Statement made by the Minister in a matter of public importance

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, the import
of this subject needs no mention and as I said before the exigency of
the re-organisation is certain and that is why I requested them that we \‘h()ukld
be given time to give our opinion on the 28th but it was said that iy w\ill be
better if we can give it on 26th. Therefore, I think this discussion it the H -
decides it should bc held to-day and afterthe lunch because sometip e
be necessary for preparation of papers and all that. I shall al;o be (1,? “".“
it could be concluded to-day. glad if

ance
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has already stated that it is not meant
for distribution. It is something secret. Now in view of the urgency of the
matter [ fix 2 P.M. afier lunchto-day and all other business remaining standing
will adjusted after discussion of thic motion at 2 P.M. )

Now i1item No.3

~ Shri I)L'I.AI: CHANDRA BARUA: Iy the meantime shall we get copy
of the statement?

. Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sarma has already 1equested the Chief
Minister to circulate the statement made by him. I have asked the Assemblv
Secretariat to circulate the copy. :

Panel of Chairmen

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I announce the names as panel of
Chairmen:

i Shri Jogen Saikia. (2) Shri Ataur Rahman, (3) Shri ani ;
e ((4)) Shri R;u?u'ndra Nath Sen. {24 Shet P =0T

Election of Speaker

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next item is the election of Speaker. We
have the names prcposed: (1) Shri Lakshyadhar Choudhury, proposed by
Shii Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee, Shri Rothindra Nath Sen. Myj. M. A. Chow.
dhury and Shri Shamsul Huda and seconded by Shri Atul Goswami, Shrj
Dulal Chandra Barua, Shri Motila] Kanu and Shri Kehoram Hazarika.

(2y Shri Mohi Kanta Dgs, proposed by Shri Mahen.dra Mohan Chou;
dhury, Shri Nakul Chandra Das and Rani Manjula Devi and seconded by
Shii Nakul Chandra Das and Shrj Mathura Mohan Singha.

These are all in order.

Now the rule concerning the eloction of Speaker says “in the case of a new,
Assembly, the person appointed by the Governor to perform the duties of
the office of the Speaker Pend:ng the eloction of a Speaker and in any other
case the Deputy Speaker or Ot_hef PCrson presiding shall read out to the Assem.
bly the names of the Ipem(l;els who have been duly nominated together with
those of the proposers an seconders and if only one member has been SO

ominated, shall d_cclare that member to be elected. If more than one membey
Ir';as N nominated, the Assembly shall proceed to elect the Speaker by

e
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ballot, and in casc¢ of two candidates the candidate obtaining the larger numbel
of votes shall be declared clected. In casc of equality of votes, 1t shall be
determined by the drawing of lots.”  Now as | have been prcposzd as a can-
didate, in the sclection of Speaker I do not feel happy to preside ove: the elec-
tion which concerns me. [ wili take my scat in the Deputy Speaker's seat and
in the meantime 1 will 1equest one of the Chairmen. Shri Jogen Sarkia to con
duct the election of the Speaker. Thank vou.

(At this state the Deputy Speaker vacated the Chair and Shrt Jogen Saikia
occupied the Chair)

Mr. CHAIRMAN: A« has been read out by the Deputy Speaker the
rule covering the cleciion of Speaker is like this “in the case of a new As wembly,
the person appointed by the Governor to perform the duties of the office of
the Speaker pending the clection of a Speaker and in any other case the Dcputy
Speaker or other person presiding shall read out o the Assembly the names ¢f
the members who have been duly nominated together with those proposers
and seconders and if only one member has been so nominated, shall decliave to
be clected. If more than one member has been so nominated the Assembly
shall proceed to f.:lcct a Speaker by ballot, and in case of two candidates the
candidate obg:unmg the lurger number of votes shall be declared elected. In
case of CQUIIII[}' of votes, it shall be dL‘lL‘l‘lﬂillCd b_\‘ tne dr;\\\i;]g of lots.” Now
I read out the names of the persons nominated:

Name proposed: Shri Lakshyadhar Choudhury.

Proposers:  Shri Guurisankar Bhattacharya,

! ] _ Shri Rathindra Nath Sen.
Mvi. Mussabir Al

Choudhury, Shri Shamsul Huda.

Seconders: Shri Atul Chandra Goswami,

_ : A Shii Dulal Chandra Barua.
Shri Motilal Kanu

and Shri Kehoram Hazarika.

Name proposed: Shri Moh! Kanta Das.

Proposers: Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury, Shri Nakul Das. Rani
Manjula Devi. .

Seconders: Shri Nakul Das, Shri Mathura Mohag Sineha.

. Mr. CHAIRMAN: There being only two candidates we need not go
to the other rules relevant in the case of the Speake;'s election. We will remain
confined to this particular rule 74. : ‘

. . . ' » may 1 have a clarification.
whether one particular Hon’ble Member ca o AR & . o Eeee
e Sbaonfler. 0 be a proposer and at the same

Mr. CHAIRMAN: In one nomihfttioh :

¢ Paper onc ax ¢ S Srson
cannot be a proposer and also a seconder, lIl)‘ moie lh:lclll 1E111195111E2}1e11i11)1;ti011
papers aIre submitted, if one bacomes 8 Droposer in one paper he can become a
seconder In another. Now, the prooedy, g will be like ﬂpiw “The ballot box
will be placed here on the table and the on’ble Membclarb: v 'lll{)e called to
the table according to the serial num intained in the bSe:;et'lri'-ltw ~ They
will be given one ballot paper each, then they will po into the tN(;e.q‘ lobby
where there will be two tables. There they will markgthelballot paper:%, come

ber mg
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out of the lobby and then put it in the box placed on the table here. The
usual mark used fcr ballot is *X° against the person. The instruction is there
on the ballot paper.

. ~ . . i Tl T [ oSO oy 3 =
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Shri RA'I'HINI)RA NATH SEN: If somebod
the Chamber when his name is being called,
enters the Chamber later on?

y 1s present but not inside
will be allowed to vote if he

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: What is the time limit for
voting ?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is no provision in the rules regarding the time
to be fixed. What I proposed to do is this: I will call the names  according

to the list. If somebody is found absent but enters the chamber before the
list is exhausted he will be allowed to vote.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Mr. Chairman,

have to be fixed, otherwise the election will be void. 8o time has
fixed. It may be 11.30 or 12.30.

Time will
got to be

Shri Gaurisankary Bhattacharyya:—siisia ey ey
e % AlTe A fF A ofra cr s B qwg ews Bt 1y

24 @l | > 4219 5% 5319 95 o7 g7 21 oF w9 AN6S  (FITEY
AG7 CA{S[E CATA{=9 | }

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is that the sense of the House ? (Voices: Yes). Then

“fix 1 P.M. as the time limit. Till then Members will be allowed to

we Tg?ﬁ; to the Chamber for voting. The Secretary will read out the names one
com ;

by one. | | | .
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Mr. Chairman : The counting of ballot papers concluded. The result
will be announced at 2 P. M. when tie Houwo  will re-assemble.

The House stand adjouracd tll 2 P M,
(The House rese at 1. 20 P. M)
Adjournmcat
Tho Asscmbly was then adjourned till 2 p.m. tor lunch.
After Lunch
(Shri JOGEN SAIKIA. Chairman in the Chair.)

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Now 1 shall announce the result -nl‘ tho olection of
the Speakor. Assam Legislative Assembly held to-day. tho 27th Avgust, 1968.

Total number of votes cast: -109.

Votes 1cjected —1.

Total number of valid votes—10\.

Votes cast in favour of Shri Mohi Kanta Das-—09.

Votes cast in favour of Shri Lakhyadhar Choudhury—39.

1, therefore, declare Shri Mohi Kanta Das as elected (Applause).
Now, I would request the newly clected Speaker to take the Chair.

(Shri MOH! KANTA DAS, newly clected Speaker, was conducged to
the Chair by the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition.)

Felicitation to the Speaker on his election

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr Spcaker, Sir,
I congratulate you on the occasion of your election to this very high office.
You are a person who is known for your sacrifice and the great confribution
which you made tothe freedom struggle of this country. You have becn
devoting your life for the cause of the pcople. You were one of the best
workers of our State and large number of youngmen get inspiration fiom you -
for serving the people. You have suffered imprisonment not only once but
on more than one occasion in the freedom struggle of the country. You have -
gained enough experience in your life in the various fields including a number
of institutions and local self-governing organisations during your career.
You have also during this period gained adequate experience as a parliamenta-
rian, @ very active parliamentarian, and after that when you held the office of
the Deputy Speakership, you have had occasion to serve this House and to
conduct its proccedings. Ycur present election raised you in a stil' higher
status with much greater responsibility. You are the custodian of this House;

*Speech not corrected
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you have to uphold this institution which is the most mportant institution in a
democracy. And I have no doubt that with the sincerity with which vou
served the country so long with all your background of ice and su
you can proudly claim yourself one of the persons who work for lrc‘c:ng this
countrvy from dependence and also 1o establish demaocracy. We assure
you, Sitr_our full co-operation and | have no doubt that cverybody n this
House will love you respect you and vou will certainly get their full co-opera-
tion. Thisisa great responsibility and I have no doubt that you will be able to
discharge it to the satisfaction of even ybody.

have
sacrifice and suflerings

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr.
great pleasure in associatin fehicitations to you on your

election to this exalted position which was occupicd in the past by many illus-
trious parliamentarians of this country.

Speuker, Sy, I have
g myself in giving

Sir, the honour given to you is a recognition given to a long and dévoted
service for the cause of Country's freedom and independence and  sorvice
to the pcople. From your carly youth, you have becn devoting yourself to
the cause of the teeming miliions. and you had in fact, sacrificed y
and your personal comforts for the good of the country. Therefore, the honou:
which has been given t,, you by this House is very well deserved.,
been one of the seniormost members of this House, and since
dence, from the very first General

our profession

Siv, you have
alter indepen-
Election held in 1952, you have been con-
tinuously a member of this House. And as such, you know the tone and tenor

of this House and I am sure you will be able to cope with the problems that you
shall have to face from time to time in this House. In this arduogs and at

the same time responsible task. we assure you our fullest co-operation and help
and we only hope that you wil] please remember that though you were 4 very
active member of the ruling party, now that you have been elected to the posi-
tion which dem

ands. under the present stats of things, some amount of non-
partisanship, you will always remember that you are the custodian not only of
the rights and interests of the ruling party but of both sides of the Housc.
And on your conduct, behaviour and dignity, to a very great extent, will de-
pend the dignity of this House and dignity of the parllamc_n)ta_ry system of de-
mocrarcy in this country. We hope and trust that you will rise to that occa-
sion and we shall have the pleasure of asscciating with you in this g
sible and patriotic job. Wity (hesc few words, Sir, [ offer my |
sincerest Telicitations fo You on your being elected to this exalted

Position.

Shri Phani Bora: — sy Etrd STATT 93 sy ojns
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Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. Leader of the House, Shri Bhattacharya, -Shri
Bora, Shri Choudhury. [ am extremely grateful for the honour that vou have
conferred to me by electing me to the high office o Speaker of this House.
I am also giateful for the kind words said about me by the Leader of the House.
and the other friends mentioned above.

This exalted Chair was occupied in the past by the giants in the field of
patliamentary democracy and their endeavour and selfless services have es-
tablished healthy tiaditions and exemplary conventions which are conducive
to the growth of parliamentary democracy in the country. The last among
them was our late Speaker. Shri Hareswar Goswami, who within a short span
of his Speakership left marks of notable changes almost in every sphere.

I feel diflident when 1 think of the high responsibilities attached to this
office but it is your kind words of assurance and the spirit of co-operation
which I had experienced during my short tenure as Daputy Spaaker of this
House which has infused in me immense courage to shoulder this responsi-
bility. I assure you, my friends. that it will be my sincere effort and earnest
endeavour to uphold the dignity and decorum of the House and see that the
rights and privileges of the Members of this august House are safeguarded.

1 ~am confident that hon. members will uphold the healthy traditions
of this House. I am sure that in the disch

; arge of my duties [ will get the co-
operation and help from all of you. .

__ With shese words I thank you for ‘the honour bestowed on me and ‘1
?_lsf;ucrle my complete devotion to the service of the House. Thank you. Jai
]n . * i o

(After a pause)

Now, as I have been clected to the office ign
. of the Speaker, | hereby resign

my post-as Deputy Speaker. The date of £ e . i
be announced later on. election of the Deputy Speaker “.“!_l
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Discussion en the Statement made by the Chief Minister
on the Re-organisation of Assam

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, we will g0 on with the motion, other business
will remain outstanding till to-morrow. We have already taken 20 minutes.
Therefore. I want to fix the time upto 6.30 for discussion of this motion. For
reply I want to fix 45 minutes or half an hour and the rest will be covered
by the discussions. As it is a very important subject, I would request the
hon. members to be brief so that many hon. members may participate.

With these few words, I would now request Shri Dulal Chandra Barua
to move the motion.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, I move the motion.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : M. Speaker, Sir, while
supporting the motion, I beg to submit that after the discussions in this House
arc over, it will probably be in the fitness of things if the House &in come to
4 unanimous recommendation to be forwarded to the Government of India
for nocessary consideration. And if the recommendation, and that too a
unanimous recommendation. goes from this House, I think even at this late
hour, the Government of India will see their way to avoid the catastrophe
that is apprehended if (e proposed scheme is put to action. Sir, this is a
very delicate matter and naturally various conflicting and at times, contradic-
tory trends worked and are even now working. There are various lobbies
functioning .centering round this problem, and therefore, we shall be failing
in our duty if we do not under the present circumstances keep our heads cool
and hearts stout. On the decision that will be taken on this Issue, not only

the‘fate of future Assam but the pattern that might develop inthe whole of
India will to a great extent depend.

sentimentalism or emotionalism and I wish that the House also be sufficiently
IOSponsive to the great responsibility that is there on us and before us. 1
make it absolutcly clear and unequivocal that I stand for the unity of Assam
and unity of India. Anything that hampers or weakens that unity will be a
great blow in my opinion not only for the present generation but also for the
generations to come. That unity, however, in my humble opinion can develop
and fructlf‘y. only on the basis of voluntary co-operation and Collaboration
of all the citizens of India. Thut is no unity which is imposed against will.
And therefore for slrengthening the Unity of Assam and India if some re-
adjustment of certain existing pattern be absolutely necessary we should not
hesitate to rise up to that occasio But then the perspective should be unity
and more unity, never vivisefifon and centrifugalism. Looking from that
point of view, Sir, | am constrained to submit that the latest pProposal or think-
ing, whatever may be called, of the Government of India as stated by the
Chuef Minister today is worse than division of Assam; because there has been
an attack on some basic fundamentals. These fundamentals concern not only
Assam but the whole_of India. T shall not go to the details, I shall CONCern
myself only to a few items, because [ hope that so fz}r as the other items and
aspects are concerned, other Honourable Members will with more lucidity and
more information help this House and help the country.

{7 I therefore, wish and pray that I may not be swayed away by any cheap
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Fitst of all, Sir, ore aspect. one great chanye that is proyposed is the ques-
tion of Law and Order. Now, the subiccrs Taw and Qrder are in the State
List. They arc asa maiter of o0 the fisst aod s econd ttems of the State L‘_Sl
and this Law and Order tnothe Mohios Pian was hept also i the Stite l..lst
But there were certam aspects of Taw ood Orde: o exanple, local ,30!10\‘.
which ¢ven under the exictng prosaen of the Constitntion are to be found
in the Sixth Schedule. These were cons dored o be appropriate even under
the existing circumstances.  Now, in ihe Noeoent l\r\xx\\‘-\’;li ths law and order
is sought to  be taken away roas the Soate 11 not o be phven to the “*Sub-
State™, if [ may u~e that word, but v o - Aen tooaan grch burcauctat who
is not responsible cither to he poople of the Ste as a4 whole or to the people
of tho Sub-State.  That office: apponted by the Home Desartient of the Go-
vernment of India being made the cust. Jin of Law and Orpder is a retrograde
step Which is not going forward wh ch i ot decent-alising powet, but which
is centralising  all power  which s mudinge the strone coct e all the stronger
and with the cconomic collaboration with the growing power of {he mono-
polists in the cconomic sphere and with theis increased and incrensing siranyle-
hold on the administration in the centre will pave the way tor Stite Mosopoly
Capitalism in India 3nd it will be only . step back from the Fascisni, Tdon't
say that the Centic is alrcady on the \erve of Fascism.  Rut the way 1a which
the trends are growing bad to that dwrection. The way  power s beiag ceni-
tralised at thc. scrvice of monopoly cagitalism is a d;mgcmus thing for lndian
democracy. Sir, it is .1 fact that ceonomics is the basis and politics is oy the
Super-stiucturo of a society. Tt is also a fact that so far as the economie
sphere of India is concerned the power of the capitalist-cum-land lord ex-
ploiting classes is being concentrated, ke ne intensified rather than being weak-
ened under the present regime.  But, those exploiting people are not satisfied
with this alone, and therefore, we see thai there has been more and moie in-
terferencs in the political <uper-structure and in the administrative machinery
of the country by this L.and Lord cum Capi:alist exploiting classes of India.
The only possible gumantee is it there he roal decentralisation of power and
if the power be answerable to the people, to the clee ed representatives. There-
fore, 1t is not cnly the question of weakening the State £ Assam, it is not only
a question of creating a State within a State. [t is also a question of respon-
slbllity to the people and deprivation of peoples® right.  Therefore, this is a
particular aspect on which I think, this House should be very particular in
its representation to the Central Government that we cannot be a party to this
retrogradg reactionary step In this connection Sir, | teg alsor to submit that the
Governor’s power ’as proposed is the real powcer and not simply, ornamental
power. Governor’s power is sought to be made more cifcctive more biting,
more venomous under the proposed scheme Sir, when the institution of
Governor was being consideied in the Constituent Assembly, ths conscnsus
was that even if there be a Governor he should be more or less an ornamental
figure head. He would be so to say a linison officer betwecn the Centre and
the State. And with 1egard to his function he would be acting on the advice,
euphemistically so called of the elected representatives of the people, viz;
the Ministry. There were only a fey itempg ¢ 3 all\es y even then parti-
cularly with referencq to Assam, Sir, thyt the lelolelgt ru;t?ls had some extra
powers. Now. we will find Sir, when we compare A el 1(74 and Aiticle 163
of the Constitution of India that the Govery pare r;uc.e_ analogous to the
position of the President. But the 10T S power Is ana 0f

. re was son ik >, The difference -
between Article 74 Clause I and Aiticle 163 C}.leaugéﬂ{erignﬁtat the Article 163
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Clause I speaks of any tunction required by the Constitution 1o be exercised
by the Governorin his discretion. | cmphasise the word ‘required” beciu o the
Governor cannot use  hiv indivadual diseretien anmywhere and evervw here.

It is only in those spheres where the Constitution siselt Trequires’ 1t 1o use

his individual discretion in other words, where the Constitution purs 1 i
bluck and white that he vwould uwe his individual discretion only thaie the
Governoar can or should u.¢ hie discretion.  And. that individual disere
is also the discretion of (he Home Mimistis. Now, the Oniy

funciion “‘required™ by the Constitution to be cxercised by the Governor
in hi. discretion are 1 cae of the Governor of Assam under  paragrapn
9 and 15 of the Sixth Schedule and the function of a4 Governor appointed
to be an Administiator of Union Territory under Arucle 239 Craus> 11, !
There 1t no other mauer in Fespect of which a Governor may  under the ‘

Constitution act in his discretion The explanation n his discietion in Article
163 Clause [ <hould

s also be read in that spirit. Now, et us leave aside ;
thi- individual discretion of the Governor with regard to the Union Terri-
torizs a- under Article 239 (Ih.  Lct us see wherein the Sixth Schedule the
Governor can use his discretion.  Thewe are only with regard 1o the W
patagraphs and not for 1he hole Sixth Schedule. ™ Fven when the Governog
functions in the Sixth Sch:dule matters he had 1o function or ought to function
under full guidance of (he Ministry, under full guidance of the Government

of Awsam. Now, what yre these two paragraphs, 9 and 18 of the Sixth Sche-
dule.  Puragraph 9 ;¢

. ‘ Jclates to licences or leases for the purpose of prospecting '
for or ?xtrzfqmg of minerals in the Sixth Schedule aieas. This Article reads
like this—-*Such share .

licences or
leases for thg purposes or for the extiacting of mineralg
grantcd.by_thq Goveinment of Assam in respect of any area within autono-
mous diIStrict is may he agreed upon between the Government of Assam ang
the Dislr.ut Counptl of such District shall be made over to that District Council
If any dispute arises as 1o the share of such royalties to be made over 1o th(;
District Council it shall be referred te the Governor for determination and
the amount determined by the Governor in his discretion shall
be amount payable under sub-paragraph I to the District C il ¢
sion of the Governor shall be final.” That is one. ¢ other jy .
paragraph 18(1) “The Governor may-—(a) subject to the prevj
of the President, by pyblic notification, apply all or any of the fo
visions of this Schedule to any tribal arca specified in Part B of ths
cd to paragraph 20 of this Schedule or any part of such area and thereupop,
such area or part shall pe administered in accordunce with such provisions,

and (b) with likc appiroval. by public notification, exclude from the said
takle any tribal area specified ip, Part B of that table or any part of such arey.
(2) Until a notification s issyed under sub-paragraph (1) of thjs paragraph
in resgect of any tribal area specified in Part B of the said table or any part
of such area. the administration of such area or part thereof, as the case may
be. shall be carried on by the President thiough th: Governor of Assam as hig
agent and the provisions of . Article 240 shall apply thereto as if such area or !
part thereof were a Union Territory spzcified in that article. (3) In the dis-
charge of his functions winder sub-para

! graph (2) of this paragraph as the agent
of the President the Governor shal) act in his discietion.”

lion
mstances of °

regoing pro- ;
table append. ;

. &

PP

These are the two solitary instances in the entire Si

-ary inst > xth Schedule where
the Governor ought to function in his discretion. In all

other matters the
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State Gorvernment ought to advise and the Governot accordimg to the Consti-
tution was bound to obey the advice of the State Government.  But the mis-
fortune was that this State Goevernment of Awam that s the Congress Mainis-
uy of Assam tor the Last 20 vears fuled i s duty.  All the Adts passed by
the District Coungtl ought to have been vetted w the Governmesi.  But,
[ can tell you Sir. this Avam Gove mnent abdicated this tesponsibihity ali
these vears. A soon as the Dictrict Coune: e gaassed the Bills, the Governor
almost cutomatically approved them but neser sent them to the Naimstiy,

Shri CHATRASING FERON (Minister.
fact. Bcecause as soon as the
to the Law Department for ey
to the Governor for gecent.

D) That is not exactly the
b as cubmatied by the District Counctl 1S aent
Ammnation and sciutiny, and alter that itis  sent

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Sir. there arc nany brils
that have been passed by the Diger Counctl but these have not beea pleced
in the Cabinet. 1 A not concerned with the Law Departmeat. Law Depart-
ment is not the Cabinet of AL Let the House not be misled. Law De-
partmeat s there to see wWhether a partucula, bill s tn contormity with the Con-
stitution, W llCthI' l! I~ 1n L‘Un'nnni[.\ with the pubhlic pn“C\.. Not Ull!} the
District Council-” bills but the Legiskature’s Fill are also examined by the Law
Depurtment.  So. from that point of \jew that is not the issue T made. 1
made something clse. My jsaye wWas that after a bill (be that examined by
the Law Department or not. docs not matter. 1 am not concerned with that).
After a bill has been passed by the District Council and betore it gets the stamp
of approval ol the Governar, according to the Constitution that bill should
be cxamined by the Cabinct of 1

| ‘ Assam and 1 say that it was never placed before
the Cabinet for the last 20 years,

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Which aiticle 1he Mon'ble
member 1s referring ¢

Stin,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: 1 am talkine of Sixth
Schedule. Except Patagraphs 9 and I8 all other paragraphs are subject to
the control of the Government of Assam, But this control. Government of
Assam not onlydid not sxercise, it also did nor discharge its duty and respon-
sibility. That Is one point [ have made, The second thing Twanted to make
in this connection Is that in the Sixip Schedule itself there i a piovision that
the accounts of the diflerent District Councils should be examined periodically.
that 15 Lo say, whether the money allgeqied have been properly spent or not
and this ‘shou!d be done by the ovérnment of Assam. Now for the State
finances there is Accorntant General to exaning the accounts, for the Govein-
ment of India there Is the Comptroller and Auditor Gencrzil‘. So far as the
illlllg:: tlg:]es;n[l‘)%igDm:“Ct Councils seldom have been examined and perhaps

S Who were presont duri 5 i Conference  will
rennen;bflr1 éhzt [\)NﬁCllld tclzls point wag raised r];;gShtl.l;b 1;D eg.]llnoggnit;rcl‘l:cb Con-
erenc P.H.L.C. members VOl Trern '
fl;ecause they had been given :etfr;et clifln?l\;ﬁ}ttii glm (t:here ot nod{c?l:}gttc?oilt:
template. They were given the freedom wl?ichonz}lj;ugggstimtion did
not contemplat§, with the result that 11 jg only a stamp of formality. So that
is also one. pf the reasons. If from the vely be ’;n‘ninp ¢ caution and prorer
care were exercised the District Council WOuldéhavé gdc eloped on healthy
lines, they would have known how to utilise the money andvnotpmere)y spend-
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ing. So thesc fliw, and iacunac cncouiaced them to go on as they l"‘-'“scq'
They were fiee to spead i whte o 2 the, hihed. There weire no exami-
nation. no birake to all these .oris or thangs. 1uen o this House diffeient
Ministers come and they iahe grant<. As .oog ac they go to the Tribal Aroas
Departmicnt the moncey is spent. Now cierybody knows that other than
Accountant General nobody knows actuaily how these are spent. When
the different departinents fuce the Puh.ic Accounts Committee they say ‘we
did not spend the grant. we Oy took it The T.A.D. does not come there
to answer because they did not tale e 2rant. The results have been that the
Public Accounts Commitlee | SN PYCTINSIE | AC‘ Wiy IC}.'.lld o T.A.D. So far as the
expenditur: of the District Couswile vitin the TOALD. are concerned in that
way also thoey have been given a ey long tope. The result is that they have
bocome pampered. It is, thercfore, vurewn foll, our own fulurewhichto a
great cxtent rondered us to direet 1o these diflicuities. While we  shall cri-
ticise otkers for ot understunding our diflicultics. and our problems, we
should also make o self-analyci v hether w s 40C ey onsible to avery great
cxtent .in cicating predigal son- and Pampered childien. ‘That is one aspect.
There is another aspect. Ths et s that in India, and Assam s alter all
the epitome of India..two trends are working.  Oue trend s, if I am allowed
to use that word a big brothesiy Ltuiude und (i other is a small brotlerly
sectartunism. I may not cutl i chauvinistic scetarianism. These are the
questions of nations. But in tho nation itself there aire nationalitiesor at loast
national groups or at least tribal roup, and they are in different stages of
dcvelopmc_:nt. When we tackle a problem, we should always remembe; hat
the older is the person the more responsible and more humble he should pe in
tackling the problem. If you do the same thing it makes a lot of difference
when you doitin good gracc and not ina high. Lrowed manner yYou can expect
somc good results. I do not naine anybody but in the last two decades many
a thing was donc in the hills but not always in good grace, not always with
humility. Orne may be doing his duty in good grace, some others with the
high-brow attitude. As though he is carrying the white-man’s burden, as
though he is going only to uplift who are low.  That attitude is a dangerous
thing, because in free India everyvody should pe cqual not only in letters
but also in behaviour, in performance, No body should fcel that he jis
inferior in uny way to unother citizen, Even when many good things are
done, I am sor1y, they huve not always been done in good grace. There js
another 1cason why there has becn psychological resistance to present elements
and certain things. It is that though we have mude our Constitution a secylar
Constitution and though we declare that We have a secular State, the reality
is thatin the prescnt sta

th 8¢ ol our development 1eligious forces do act. Not
only religion, even castc questicns

. “nd caste considerations have their pla
in our politics not only in the hills but alsg l'nell(l)cJ g?:gzzmi\bw’ I think al?(l )I,
hope that I shall not be misunderstood thay iy, the hilis while some 1eligious
institutions are doing very laudable humanitarian work these laudable works
are not without pqhtu;s. There is g [of of politics even 1 these laudable,
humanitarian, egalitarian, educationy] and other things. We_cannot alse
just ignore or just forget that apart from ourselyes. we the inhabitant of
this region, there are others who have got their present interest and also
prospects of future interest in thi P

1S region, , - also be. blind of the
fact that from the days of Readin We cannot also

#s, and I, ds to the days of
Andrew~ Clow and Coupland theie oty Hammon

: Were schemes and proposals, and not for
nothing, not simgly for intellectual exercige. We Shotﬁd also remember that

[
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thuse whe did takhe so much of trouble have not abandoned all thete hopes
and have not buricd all those schemes and designs, in other words, to be abso-
lutely can did. I may be germitted to say that i regard to this region not only
the people « I'this region are interested andare taking interost, the pucple of the
1estof India. nay. the people from vutside India, are also taking keen interest in
the developments and posaible dovelepments in this tegion, 8,"‘1' then interest
is not simply intellectual execcise. 1t is not entirely subjective. there is a lot
of objective, if | do not use the word interference. at loast objective interest
in those matteis. and when we look to this problem. these things we cannot
lose sight of. Ancther factor is that inspite of thousands of tons of bombs
being poured on the poor people of Vietnum, that region is not going to remaln
the play-ground of the Wall Street Monopolists and aar mongers. The resis-
tance movement in that region is growing fiom  strength to strength, and these
Wall Street war monyers will sooner or Liter, probably souner rather than later
be ousted from that pluce.  So they want some other place wnere they can
have thzir footing so that like a over-powcering giant these war mengers can
kecp a watch over this castern Asiatic region and may intetfere for what they
say their way of life. They think that from the p\{int of view of difterent
factor, which I have already mentioned this region if it can be given a pariicular
status which will be of thair liking then they witl have a.very firm footing indecd.
So they arc also interested in these matters.  That lobby is very powerful in
New Dclhi.  That lobby can present their case orits case much better than
we can do. | think I shall not be exaggerating if 1 say that the Assam Govern-
ment’s case and the case of the people of Assam ir general is very weakly
represented in New Delhi, or the New Delhi rulers vcrv»rarel_v try to appreciate
our presentation. Thote also there are reasons; beacause New Dethi i:self is
dependant on the bountics of that lobby, and, therefore, they cannot forget
that he who pays the piper calls the tune. Our economic dependence on the
Wall Street is one of the 1easons why New Delhi is so very unresponsive to
all our wailings and all our arguments. Now, in the face of all this, we shall
have to do our best to sottle the problem ourselves. That we can do only if
we can win the willing co-operation of the people of the hills region to our line
of thinking. We cannot force anything against their will. 1f we go to do that
then Willy nilly we will push them to the line which the Naga hostiles took,
the line which the Mizo rebels are taking, the line which is being threatened of

even in the Khusi & Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills. Now for that purpose,
1 think there is scope for moie dj

) alogue, there is scope for more give
and take, and in my humble gpinion taking pevcrynhing %llto
cqnsnderauon, the Mehta Commitiee’s recommendations were, though
might not fbc most “deal, the best workable programme or scheme. It
is very‘ unitfortunatc that the Government of India has not seen the reasona-
blgneia tof that scheme probabl)f because they have already made certain com-
Rave o some af o b g e Tatlr wnd plobably bocaus they
tion of what they call iy ]?‘ 8ot some half-baked half-digested concep-
Self-determination to the star. Clermination.  Self-determination of whom?

tionality o on 1€ status of Statehcod can be only for nations. Eveiy
na y or every ethnic or tribg] group or a conglomeration of some ethnic

groups do not necessarily have or , e

which 1s appropriate for a nation. ‘an have the stage of self-determination
Even in the Soviet Union . . g

was for the first time put into “{hexe the issue or national self-determination

a4clion, every tribe or every nationality have not
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beecn given the statchood or regional council [ here are State.. there are
Autonomous Reglons, there are arcas and others arce given just cultural rights.,
They have made four Stage.. n tmely, (1) State. (2) Region. (3) Locality and
(4) Rccogimuon as a national minority group o1 culiural group.

But then because we take things straight, this being wirongiy undeirstood
and w .‘nngl}' intc;'l‘.ict;d f?.‘-.' come hl-{; gLy of the Home \‘IIII\H.\ of the (i"»l:tll-
ment of India. Be that as it may, 1t s a fact that as a result of the historical
pProce.s, as a jc'_lill ‘ul' many of our omission and commissicnes. as i result of
the growing aspirations in thi region, the pcople of the Sixth Schedule aieas
arc not satisfied with the status which has been given to them and which is
being enjoyed Ev them uptil now. If we do not rmprove therr status and if
we do not agree to help them grow according to their gentus, then there will
be difficuity. Therefore. on principle. we cannot oppose the very idea of re-
organisation, a rolitical re-organisation and not meicly administraiine reor-
ganisation of the Satate of Assam. | Peg to wnibmit that even in that political
reorganisation the maximum that the Government of India should concede
under the existing circumstances is the Mechta Plan.  Now, another thino,
The present proposal has taken into consideration only the Hills districrs,
This schzme doz. not appear te have taken into consideration the peculiog
problems of Caclia . This point  was raised during that Confeience at Delhi
and with maps and facts and figures it was shown that in the cvent ol creation
of a Hill State Cachar will be isolated from the rest of the Plains Districts. At
that time it was said thai after all it will remain in India. That was probably
what was stated, 1s not it?  Well, this is no argument. If that j. Lo, then
there could have been States with some portions here and some periions there,
It 1s a4 common kn‘m'\.'l.:dgc and an ordinary rudimentary thing that in States
in this Federal Union there should be contiguity. Then a question may be
raised. Where is the conliguity beiween West Pakisian and Last PaKkistan?
Are they not Stales”? \Vc!l. they are contiguous, they are contiguoys, by the
vast sca. A vast streteh of water extends fiom West Puklstal‘n to East Pekistan,
and in that way they have contiguity. But 1 a Federal Stuu'xs there any
instance where there is no co.tiguity? If conuguity is no consideration. welj
Cachar could have b(.::.:‘il a pait of West Bengal. _I)UI}II_g the pre-independence
days the diswict of Cachar as well as the district of Sylhet weic puris of (1)
B.P.C.C. But bccaub_c there is no contiguity. _(uchar 1s no longe; 4 part of
West Bengal. So this Cachar probiem and its peculiac geograpnical and
historical position oughi to have been considered by the ﬁ'ilﬂ}cla of the new
proposal. That has been compleicly missed.  Another thing is also not
clear. Now that paper is not circulaicd oi that could nct probably be cir-
culated. These K. & J. Hiils, Garo Hills .md Mizos Hills—whether all of
them will be onc Union territory or the Mizo Hills will have a sCparate Union

territory”?

-

shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :  So far as the
Union Tertitory 1s conceined, the proposal envisages that there will be  two
Union Territoties - Garo Hills and United K. & J. Hills one and the Mizo
Hills another).

Thank you. Sir. I am not supporting, | am only advancing an argument.

If all the other Hills

districts should have a status, if that be a sltatus——of course

-

B ——
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it 1s not a status, 1t is anly pockenfication by the Home Department—>but if

this 1s considered as a statu vad o all these Hills N, & L Hills, Garo lilll\
and Mizo Hills get o statu-. why not Mikir & North Cachar Hills? Because
thev have not threatened violznce o1 direct

action o1 have not disobeyed the
because of this that the Government
cf Indie by the luwest propesal ienored thes distriet and have said to the people

of the Mikir Hhills and North Cachar Hill . “well, vou are to docile to go the
Naga hostiles” way and o vou are

law, have not gone the Naea woany

not entrtlad to this status.” This is 4 mon-
strous logic, a thoroughly reactionary idea and 1o the detrimenrt of the interest

of India.  Thisis extramely had and most un:c ceptable.  Well, it backwardness
be the consideration, then e sDody wall admar that Mikir and Nerth Cachar
Hills are the most backward area and anvbody ought to have got special
consideration 1t s this North Cachar & Mikir Hill: district that cught to have
got 1t. But backwardne. 1 nt the constderation of the Government of India.
I do not want to disclose a0y n

rnateopinion, but it was probably Shii Sarmak
who said about an Hon.  Mainiste. . Another person high!v placed in Indian
P.!lilif s had <aid 1o me Iin Presence of Shrt Romesh Kauli and Shri Turapada
Bhattacharya and others. 1 do not care w hather there is one State ora dozen
States.  Alter all 1t is in our interest to have a number of small and weak
States 1 that region so that our Army - cun tackle with them eastly.”  That
was what a tog leader of India sad. It is Delhi's interest not to have a strong
Government m this region but to see that there are 4 number of weak small
States so that they can  tuckle these weak small States, so that the Army can
be more elfective in dc;llin_u with them. That was verv frankly and opcnl_\' said
and not 'n confidence put in presence of others. not by an ordinary man
but by a big guy in New Delhi.  This is monstrous. It that be the idea with
which they want (o solve the probiem. they will stmply invite the fate of the

Moghal Empiie. These Nababs and Subedars uvrder the Moghuls—well,
they might have thought that those Nababs and Subedars acted as their agents,
but sometimes they became the disintegrating force. We do not conside
the Government of India as the Moo 3 c our™

ghul Empertors: we consider them as
Government, and we cannct allow them to g0 the Moghul way. (Speaker’s
bell rang).  Omy ane minute. Sir. and | finish. That point is that & Zonal
Council1s t¢ be formed so that there may be some zonal understanding among
I would like to know whether this Zonal Council

the people of the region.
will be presided over by the Governor and the memoers nominated to it. I
4ve 1o b2 manned only by the elacted

theie be 2 Zonal Council that shall k
representatives ol the States or territories.  Whatever thit be. they  have
NEFA by the back door; becausc in that Zonal

created a political status for
Cof.ncﬂ thc}y propose to have NEFA'g representation as that of the State of
AESAN T ll 1c State of Naga Land or the Union Territorics of Manipur or
[ripara.  In olho? }voltds. though in the Constituticn NEFA has not vet
been given any political status, these peor g e e

ol 8 1l status, thes ofle by thzii present proposal want to
make it a fait-accompli so as (o : 1 presEnt proposi-.

be able to g e are oving |
al st o : .- say later on that we are giving only
a formal status g it is alieady CXisting, ’ i "

ghirlci;?'ﬁ‘icwf]_;hom golgg into further details 1 would submit that it would

it giltex or1 L_t.ouse} \)Tn]h 'ls opinion to the Government of India, without

ben‘l%s to be '1ccel1m[§| f4a |1 ‘bbeople of Assam do not consider the latest pro-

p?andia bf;cqus},)e ) orfcl:‘] [v;?filsjgsll‘mlerem not only of this State but for the whole

gt Angid, ause, : clion o1 djyisj ' ¢ it will not
g h e . on staits in Assam, 1 :

remain confined within this territory, it wijl spread to other States in India,



50 DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT MADE [27th August
: BY THE CHIEF MINISTER ON THE
RE-ORGANISATION OF ASSAM

it will not only raise ugly heads in Bihar, not only in Orissa, it will also raise
its head even in Chavan’s State—~Maharastra as already the question of Bidarva
is there. Jt should be considered whether by such vivisection or divisions
and, that is, cutting India into pieces, -whether India is cut into 100 pieces
or more-—whatever the Ministers at the top may say in this regard, whether they

care or not—our H(_)u-_;c should care for sach an issuc and I submit that there
spould be no g]nscnmmat;on. onc should not be subjugated or denied equal
right and in this there should be no encouragement for division o1 vivisedtion

of India in any form. Let us work for equality of all and justice to all and
above all for unity of india as g whole.
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