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Proceedings of the twelfth Session of the ~ Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the Fourth
General Elections under the Sovereign Demo-
cratic Republican Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 9 A.M. on Friday, the 29th October, 1971

PRESENT
Shri Mohi Kanta Das, M. A., B. L. Speaker, in the
Chair, ten Ministers, eight Ministers of State, three
Deputy Ministers and fifty five Members.

STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

( To which oral answers were given )

Re : DISTRIBUTION OF ESSENTIAL
COMMODITIES

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :

#19. Will the Minister-in-charge Of Supply be plea-

sed to state—

nts in different parts

(a) Whether the existing arrangeme
] Commodi-

of the State for distribution of Essentia




6 Questions 29th October

ties through the Chambers of Commerce have produ-
ced the desired results ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that such arrangements
will only add to the coffers of the traders and will
fleece the consumers as the prices of essential com-
modities will be allowed to fluctuate only to benefit
the former ?

(c) Whether Governmeni considers it desirable to

fix the prices of essential commodities at reasonable
level with a view to ease the present situation ?

(d) How the services of the Supply staff are now

utilised when all trading activities of the Supply De-
partment have been handed over the F. C.I. ani to
M/s. Assam Co-operative Marketing Society Ltd. ?

(e) Whether Government propose to utilise the
services of the employees in some other Departments
instead of maintaining a huge staff without sufficient

work ?
(f) If so, how and in what Departments ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah ( Minister, Supply )

1'epli8(i &

19. (a) ~The Chambers of Commerce are only hel-
ping in maintaining supplies to the State and in
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holding tl.le price line as far as possible through vol-
Eziary 51‘1ce controls as Essential Commodities are
- 12111:;1;121 n?easure .of. Statutory price control.

| s are not distributing any commodity ;
overall distribution is under the executive control ;"
Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers. :

(b) — Dose not arise.

C =
(c) - The State Government has no Statutory power

6 B o -
fix prices without prior approval of the Govern-
ment of India. Essential Commodities are free now

throughout the country and so price fixation
sition.

‘ . in
importing State is not a practical propo

B s . ‘
ut to prevent hoarding of foodstuff in any locality

the State Government 1S
under clause (£)
Essential Comm-
Govern-

or to control profiteering,
f;if)‘l‘lls'inl;lplati_ng to promulgate an order
. -szctlon .2 of Section 3 of the
;ent Sof ;:-lt]’d:lth the -p.rior approval of the

a, authorising Deputy Commission

Sub-divisi
sional Officers to requisition stock from
requested

ers and
person. The Stat A
s Govemment‘i Go.vemment has also
R s (? India to empower the State Gov-
: price of requisitioned stock under sub-
Zf;no(;:l 3:;6015 S-L:Ction 3 of the Essential Commoditi.es
_ ‘ asis of the average market rate prevail-
ing in the locality during the period of thre
date of order.

e months

immediately preceding the
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Such orders can remain in force not exceeding three

months under law.

(d) Only procurement of paddy has been entrusted
to the F. C.I. and Apex. But all other duties like
distribution, control, enforcement, regularity of supply
of all commodities are still in the hands of the Supply

Department.

(e) & (f)—In view of reply (@5 R aboye cait doi ot
arise.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—As the Minister has stated
the Chambers of Commerce are not distributing any
essential cammodities nor are they helping the Ggy.
ornment in maintaining voluntary price line. May T
know from the hon. Minister whether it js 4 .fact
that before there was any scarcity of commoditjes
Government invited all the members of the ey
of Commerce of Assam and asked them to fix volyp.

tary price line ? If so, on what basis that request

was made ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah — The Chambersg of Co-
[ merce wer'e inyited and asked to help in fixing the
yoluntary price line. The D. Cs were there ang they
presided over the meetings. They fixed the price of
the commodities on the basis of the price at ihe
importing States plus the cost of transport.

shri Dulal Chandra Iarua- As stated by the hon.

(>2
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Minister, the price line is fixed by the D. Cs only
in name but actually it has been left at the hands

of the Chambers of Commerce.

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah—Thatis not a fact.
The D.Cs and S. D. Os have got overall control and
so far as our information goes, the Chambers of

Commerce are co-operating with the D. Cs and S.D.Os.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Whether it is a fact
that the Chambers of Commerce, when there was no
scarcity of essential commodities, fixed the so called
voluntary price line which is much higher than the

existing price line ?

ed
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah —The D-. Cs reso.rt.

i i ies
to this method only when the prices of commoditie
became high and the things scarce.

P CIRAUIA (A1)

Shri Debeswar Sarmah-—3t sreRa3 Bus g ey 1OTH
(SrAs i = HIGIA
w3 A

AEE S sBrg o IR FA (WINAT
4 {AfEIgal mEgse Cement, tyre @ufr T 2
fi Chambers of Commerce (= frig ©F sarEnag 38 0,
@3’ am, Black Market <3| ofe= & ‘swlﬁwl tgrg WS
(s TwhA ga | Innocent peopled fF 9 S
GEG W G AwiE @Re | @3 [Ee O cot I
sora @b Fur tog | feapae, SIRIBI O razse
Chambers of Commerce 3 Member Sitig w18 aFe rTies
Black Market za | =ft credimg @2 Fas A
7@ |
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Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah — wi=ia Statutory power
2 AfE =S gl 8 FAe =fy Price Control =faa
HIIAT |

Shri Debeswar Sarmah— @33t 33 5371573 it ClEEs
Az AR Afg @i w@hg g 3 W Azig & @igar
wifs Scarcity Share =33 st@l &9 equitage distribu-
tion I FfACI s A @{F AUy A=Y (B @) 51T
sigf Permission (#1941 M3 1 AT @pAE  v3m  awa L
Wi~ I TG AN WNB | ©EAE  @F Political
Party 3 =92 A%y reliable =z @2 f@azF @ww gt |
Chambers of Commerce © 243! (F3WEAE wim B7 == ,
fazl #3 =i Black Market 8 3 | TR @AWY @5t
aig iifs & FEm | af GEis 9 qqwn @t

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah— =% ‘C’ SH Geaw
IPEl | IR pITINE QIMF  BNE G e WA A
fef slzqg I3 Approval g == Approval 3 siqiet ey
pamldla f@furgt |

Shri Hiralal Patwary — f&@ faznw Whole seller 18 fsi=s
Chambers of Commerce 3 (9813 @7 a8 GleqzE g 9

( No reply )

Shri Hiralal Patwary — =8 3174 8} sugmaa say wifg
mpias! 9, s@we, Fawa Whole Seller i3 mam Gham®
bers of Commerce I (@HIF AT 38y ?  fagehme | xfi
Chambers of Commerce 3 3F{3 JF& Q&1 w5 5y
wore HiEnses Afg GEE [ ITE AR ¢ gOhme wgimibe

&
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52 @EEB  wiFug SR ATCEA[ IWR AN ASFAN vy B
aifoig @l® 3hig AEs wifge sfafEfeg 3FF =B 1 HITFNSI
«3 Rl fAasy 93 I Bror As@ @fe ¢ ofeE®
salgNa AFEA AW-HIAA WA e FaIe dfy AE @i
REGNT  HAFGAY zF sy wiF  AMI WE WIAE o=@l
FRAAE 9

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah— tSt¢® =<=ro! I
FRie | Wiy 993 Wiy w¥y OFOITIE oL | IS TIF
rfy @3 WA FE ige g, FALSIE IF FANA arfgay ==t
@itz wi® Transport Cost Afg: fFFg e7wor 99 Al
saig (g g w8 T G WICW forweg wiw D.C @

fagma =farg |

Shri Debeswar Sarmah D. Cu Price Control =f@&

o7 forg fag ww fr fAxe@ <@ IO formega A
@AIEE AT aAlgl F4-
5 afa el

TG (A8 wFaT L@ FUA?
ANy Ay o ww ey pFE  fBrAEI 3
IGAT M yyiyx Bels s @@ | 9F @g FE SEle

ASTL A[Z @WifFt swish Bole > (I (BT ferfag @ =29 |
g a3 1Y

ATS \ﬂﬁi‘@?ﬂ’lﬁﬁ

aBH @ fga wfewsia A7 FE | G20
GAF JBA G053 @Nmy AN e TengAE | A
36 lstg Bawna @% famm ﬂriai pror pfae F 2

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah — 93! oifafgie =2 2
A1 a«% gt w3 1 D. C i Executive order @ Control
wfa @Ig |

1S 194
Shri Sarat Chandra Rabha—eigramst &3 AN
ABE ATV Dlewm o7 IIRBI A B Gkl S5
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t @iz | fFma Chambers of Commerce @ Head quarter
2YZBIS Ay | afenf IFAP ABA ARG wqr 3w Gatw

wizee D. Cig ggs G 1 Telegram e wha Ssa
g AAE ¢+ Telegram D. C =i S. D. O. @ 3fag oy

SFS I FEA @l AR 0wl ClRlEnyl qises e
JEEAla 9F [FEE A IPEI FAT A3 [HBA FmE ey
wie ? aff i3 towma Telegram 3 3nal  Jf-ww s

f==sr ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah - wfael wsnzisisnar  foas
a3 WgFBIg FAT I8 yax [N )

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi— Considering the seri.
ousness of the situation, whether Government will
take over the wholesale trade in essential commodities.

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah— It is not under
contemplation of the Government.

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarmah— 3@ suztngs sqr  gima
fapifatel 1, ar wewize D, C @ (@fers SRR faufe
sifs aga A& faweea  gaml w6 e UBAT  wsigw
Price Control %518 fma @iw ©ia Ta9 4 sifafafy
WAl AWZAHT QA 2

143

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah— a3 5 general
question Sl siiSigr 1 sgrmHia 6 weos SR A pfa
Free @fa fam iz

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma- w3rgisia Chambers of
Commerce i ®iny 37 sy 3 AT @dR D, C
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ennd [&fen fgaga ot @z 1 @i Fay  @=s9 99
©513 fMza snes Chambers of Commerce @ f& I3
Fie W& s gl g

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah— @3mgifie a2 @20
fe taiz =13 g g ?

M. Samsul Huda - wienasaln a8 @ ofh, e, f[a9,
@AM tva @it f@oxq, Way 6% 1393 Chambers of
Commerce tz  wafs  mas asaAa  sAEEREIT . GEF i g !
ofStF a% Chambers of Commerce © f7gasl fRIT NI

PITIR (& 7w ama IRz |

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah- Chambers of Com-

M
merce EIE gy Wy @R, MO W@ OIFIRT  IRER

e |

( sigraia )

Shri Hirglq) Patwary — miasly @ups  ARAE, WL ved
TR fHae @ o mes fGoaw  as@s BB AiE
I wfage |

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah—smwaws, GBI @

ob : : ~ -
T RR =3B a3 g g | il

Rh RIS L Farg WSy @neis @it Priority faifafeEl,
infee

¢ gIEl

terteier - fREH

fape fBrws

O BUUE Rpat mifge 1 wiaw, w959 [BE Al
W2 AWAR Ay e foat tgfem | @”l ¢ stfac AE
T G Awql e a® gARE @6EZ T3 2



14 Questions 29th October
Re : ALLEGATIONS AGAINST CONTRACTORS
Shril Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

#20. Will the Minister-in.charge of P. W. D. ( R. &
B. ) be pleased to state —

(a) Whether the local public have brought serious
allegations against the contractors entrusted with the
construction of the Khelua Public Health Unit buil-
ding within Sibsagar Development Block ?

(b) Whether the Department have made any inquiry
into the allegation ?

(c) If so, the steps taken against the contractors ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder [Minister, P. W. D.
(R.&B.)] replied :

20. (a)—Yes.
(b) Yes.

(c—As allegations were found to be without any
basis, no steps were called for.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi— Sir, w hether the
Enquiry Officer met the complainant when went to
the site for enquiry ?

shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar— On receipt of the
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complaint, the Executive Engineer made enquiry in

presence of the complainant.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi— Sir, may I know
from the hon’ble Minister who was the enquiry officer ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder—The Executive Engineer
was the Enquiry Officer. The Executive Engineer took
the sample of the alleged unspecified sample in presence

of the complainants and got it examined by the Range
Officer, Sibsagar. The Range Officer certified that the

timbers were treated as first class local wood.

UECIACIUIE)]
Maga b ngly Hre—
*2) WAy @iz Fopg W@ wEEE Ggag T GRiNE =

(F) oAzf® ooy ceFEE  wRGH  @HIT] @l ST
BAFIRT T onpde oifEd @ [oaoAdE WES B
BTl frg sy ¢

(%) =B Sy Brsqsa Ref. Case No. 21/ 66
The™ RS : o )
Management of A.G. Press vs. Industrial Workers

Union A. G. P. a3 [s1paT ongd @ =i ?

A1zl
(o) @% A oI @ T@ 5T GIFEAT AT WA ER

@@l ( Advocate General ) swa’s <f@e <IF afic wfare

(STT 3 Tl W G el @El (®E 2



16 Questions 29th October

(@) @nAma agfEIwieE G2 s =ifgar @Igr W 5a-
TEAF VYoo BFRA ay7 fIa fagr 719y 7w Ffum w6l
TIfHIBIGNI Bl AifyT 31 [HRYFI Afas SBer wfaa w=

@ 9

QBF- A Ao ABFE A figg —

D (F)—"AN BIFIRA T AT GIGITAGT  Plage e
GfFITT g —1G5 ST Jfqs AXIT | 98T FuAg qifHEe
IGAEA W b G AHAAGIgT GFw wng | @5, FEHS o
SiIsts @l QAT 5E 5FIYI AF BB AIEgE G E)
2ifGqg Zi@ WP ©fs MYIl 33 WG GFe) sim—

mgiAt o6 ( Civil cases )—

(») == =@ifxE — bt Bl
(x) 9l [z — &y Bl
(9) REUFI I9-33b G- —ve B

wgR AgEim famg
(8) 4 WA (oNpT — yeo DByl

FGaIal slleT—

() @iff@ s gig —b ¢ Bl
(g |

() @ty fREw — a3 Bl

zf@d GlpI

(s) wF wifE w=e —©8 Gl
gy f@=a |

onea Al afoe afwE eware 3199 war s (iTw )
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sim | SfdqEs wfe @iEl G egielw @ eeA® e
g7, (EWAE GlpadNgd (UBHEE MR NHD o8 OB

Sisr |

() «ttel® wifie Bqaey Ref. Case No. 21760
Managément of A. G. Press Vs. Industrial Union, A.

G. P. «® (539 (IITA SiEd) T4 @@ A2

(1) za w5 W AeifEastETs cafAe CAfEfeT T ¢se
(+1ox w3 ) Sl faml CztE |

(1) wsiffRelE  ssa° BAF  (AIBATEM feagatse  zifEl
(zlal AGAT IAAG G090 BIF AN fas HIFIAT 8P ife
+@fim 1 a3 FEdRq cfas sfEE] afer BaeiEs Fol'® 12 |
fas ity 33 F(E @8 firqiz faal 24 | 492 e afe-
Bift @5 TAq (e AR w91 (FE ! ST Y uoe EF
A <fifRen; A@w IR Al AA (3 (@8 ST 8,887 531 |

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami-— s scaie, () €%
el e e o iy ot SRR
“@Ttﬂﬁ” A5 )

w weifieetary s fin wgefys aife svoe BEN S

fas wif¥s 273 | (o0& sy-3-9e, @-a-qe, W-r=9° wi® WO
a° 93 5if3 frq emelfge difee BxfEe 42 faa facd |

AN WG mfﬁqaﬁa ﬂQTfﬁq@q z @aQraAqed ST %[
12T U byataT eges IR AT e 3w <A
2407 7

Shri ' Jogen ' Saikia = iy’ wweins, (OFFRE el I
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Ifa A fermin gl ©f7 o =gz J4? ) @
AT LW 39 WATI !

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami— %t2i7d, @&  wifugef
el 2 8 7 w@efze difee Tifge =iz gf fam
#fa frw R fa@s 521 FfF Mg | e©fels Ofs 331 @y
& |ITsta ?

Shri Jogen Saikia-— fyrsital ¥4 3@ wifds 3fRea 73
e #qrF #f3 o2 il eltar Fatafafae Gl =g am g
Qi $ATGI (FFIR A 2w 1 f[REe A% AR sgrE B3
fagl azF |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua-— =if% siq 3751 wify aq
@RI 1 @R, 9w qiffegd q2if4aTl 2 A oifae
TAfgs AT @92 W SR e 621 I wie  ifag;
»fqte | @39 (9€ A3F @Al HIFIATF SATEA| FFADs CH1ATBY
peEId AR At @fF e 3T @@ AR FFE o @ q18 2
wie 302 (IE SIF F e M€z BHY (wes @if
wargl @if2re | sifere seweiis  (9éd Wi A7l 34t
Ffaar ?

Shri Jogen Saikia— =tzing, @3®q) wfirg i@ eifsag
wald AR| TA] BIIE G 2T AT | aifere g 91
7gq 42F |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - =g TezieE,  fAfafE
Document = A2WA fara Bl wify 776 CERIE |C
o5 (A% ? When a document is placed on the table
of the House whether it should be taken as a real
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document or a fictitious one ?

Mr. Speaker— When it has been submitted, it 1is

to be taken as a real document.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Then from the docu-
ment it would appear that the Advocate General even
for the days he did not attend has submitetd a bill.

Is it not going to cheat the Government and the people ?

My question is whether for trying to cheat the

Government, the Advocate General should notz~ be

removed from service.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury— <%= 7517,
wife @4 Bill (3fenl gats @4dl 27 e AT Ol Bill #=
73l zw, (sfey (A3cel Scrutiny Fad AlEe TR Fq] 2% |
i i Sgmey 2 afe Bill 47 faml 73, CSTATE 420 @B
SAqT B | frw, (o Alfeifese @@ Bill 4 (STAL®
foul tarz cRiBl w4l W3 @Al Aifecan; afemrz  Sfeel |
@37513 fawgy explaination =@q | Explaination 3ft ATRIFTAT
a2H, (SragrA fdfze @@l azd *I 23 |

Shri Hiralal Patwary —53it3 gaq SF1a qiface 5 3%,
frguia gRal qgrz A2 weide Wiy AR Aal A2 ag
IS @R wfirwl AFca gaAl ARAs (da1 2R AR {333
AT A wag wfFaw ? fegee ghweate AT LU
=1sfd® Defence 3 #tard High court =T Judge court =ifircal
W3 FRAMI | Sz (ST AR fraigaaiCs 2

Agll *f497 P facw =« fawed ?
fa-

Shri Jogen Saikia— Igaia fAfaaAl® w3y @e Sl
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TMANE LIAFAE AT T AW GIIRT @Al A9
qZ ) fFY O A SENE 9 fAmis azd 3fae
@ @2 gAA ARRAR W37 Aiziy 9@ Fae @i Scheme
=fre! ARG FGIN 2w @7 @B IRY T g A |

Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury— @@  gqdz  @us

Bill fral® =fa @31 4321 | AP Ffad =ZARAE  (ordsd
sigl 3l cafeas fasifacy g

Shri Jogen Saikia - sigrm Frsi@s, 33 Swa Siazes s
¢ere |

Shri Hiralal Patwary — =ig;% azeigs, sii3qam) o3
tate (3 2f TFAT ARl FAIT I ©ES ety @py
Scheme w4 I 1 AT WA RBIAE @ @31 Fra
farq fee3® QMR AW Atz 1 «@F WS FAT31 (21aia
Fiard 33l I AT 5AJI 3fRACT 2

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury— «% eug Heaptr®
fs1 AfA%3F @1 Patwary ©ieqmE taz @ gaw algs
et (173 BT A28y weige Case =ifi valm  (amia,
(@&AIFe AT FAIT JAH OIS 5IFNY 94T A toTig
sfrz | (12 PUE LA A fay Aty fimly veg z9
s@afa 2SI I Afew gty wwie Rsifare—fzy
fafed I8 (AT QAN AT fag syira |

ofF *fEs wF AR 492 23 GBRE ater sramg o

afqq | AfCCF T DIFI O] @q IRI SARAA (i
g AsiAeT 87130 fof€ =fa Bill 43 sadsq 73 53

e — —
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fanier-saaatal ARb
Aafzaq Aard Jfq4e -
ex3l  FFNH ARITA (ISI AN A AL P TANCA—

(%) EiO-FTA@ Aty @sRa 612 SIS 3@ (T
BAI3 o] @Bl ArE @i AHARE JIZ® g AP @i Al =
qfe agre @ qia feal dA0 GIPMCI AA® gifare 1?7

(1) uffrz w9® 3ifdre @re fAFAET =W sfafie  FGFA
azqig 3G fF 2

(a) @are Ty armagEe @A gFEl fE fobita 5167
717 THA® SATA A9 A4 ITWIET ofjqate fzoia s
samald) Siey @F] atetal gl @fe RN 7oy Af®
I HJ(SE ¢ ?

(%) aF ong za ere wARA  AARS awa AfRITe 92

HEY FUN v wime Celfaw slE, FAT fom B4FIA i< 7

R fast v Aerda gaw @ o3 e
ekl atfed |

wgfaqiray 13
g wE™

R’ (F) —gaw e wigls Al 23 @ (3
RIS swaigR) @ipq wswa 512 S@ A#
#3937 Jlqrd o»90-3y faglw 3ITqe 94 T %A
ST EE T s I meem——— R (S pafea |
R (% CAREER]
el =4
gq Affd o®

(4) Bs wgeq cmigtd wiEe oA €
aratad 2% | Bfeny @da gazAal @Rl Gz
wed tzrz | @B gigtaeRe fEfaaEd afa afz

gew gy fam tz w9 Al
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WZ AgH Gigigs O% s 5 4F AFANE @ife  abiy
qIY A IASAFC GAIAIR 9B F9 29 | AGgeR TSR
q29 dlg ©IN® baAid 23] %9 |

(s1) - 29 |

(9)—SAIIE 6N A TR A3 AFA  (AlER  wioimUn
@3 FEd AR SIS AT 23 3fd vAIN wmgss @
51 #4126 AP AW WO FCA A% AR wiw  @uq A
@tgla @igle 92 Gbe i A9 23 I@ «feuE Bar oy
(@3 B |

SIfT-(AIFS AFI9Y

AfHBR (TR AR~

200 FANE  AwES P W@ W wgaz 5R
G

(7) W@ ALFF AXECT wesl® dwmigaiNe e Y9351
afEe ALIFOT TWAT TYAC AN (WD qifg R 99
wifrg (A ?

(4) aff AFIIT PR (OTAA (FA (FA @Ab-crige  arre
i@ (odrAld A 3 3 [Ee éeRi s

(1) AGIAAAS AP] A1 -(AIFT AATBlS of1€ Trgaq R

wiq AE qTB1 A B! (A 7

(@) SRR A AT R 71 weny 7y @

R
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ABFS fasi qifers s@) Hoacdw @i FERIR 8y
fate —

20| (F) 29, TIANA HIZCS all-owE  AFIZ (AFETE 5P
9 it |

(1) agRyPs  Sfhwre e Ty gqgT FfH mEhR
1T 7YIS iﬁaij\am NBFAl Ay awd N [AgE AF | FH
e = smm g @ee  AANS A AIN-0IEeE
NEI FR o @apmy snal Gxa FAEge cnéy @iee AR
Fq |

(¢) @A DgEwre @ A agA A FEIE GGE-

g e igF 4Bl GUBIS AN |

(51) 473 @isipd wEf— @3 aond SAfKatEe ®I90 q13 |

Shri Pitsing Konwar— @igj% [gAA, aife 6if3 .3
47 93 og) | ferg a3 QwENT  GIEre @Al JiTgR
EERGET ST iAW el Al et | A 1R

AWATFT FABIS af qAGHg g | s (iR ARNETD

P TR AT orqed TGS TH GIN IR YTAET AR
IS SINfI 5IFIAT fAfen wewad =iy paldd I A ¢

qigiAE, 9% UG

Shri Devendranath Hazarika— 914j%
SHIL

@AHN T @i Report siizig! (& OiF =S 957
qrAgwa 3ald

qra | PR amaE@ls sy 93Be A0 2l
fpg M

IS

ZIGIg ANTS wAgS aiNguIee  FINe  Join
oify (AT EIEE

aan 3fed | oEff wwme e Refugee
o @t 3 Refugee g (279 Hfx far =@ 1

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami— 13919 [ AR



24 Questions 29th October

@ (M8 GAAEIE GG UG GHR | @fEW ANy 98 N
zra a1 Refugee @iz 1 sifetz Refugee @ atgimle amis-
g+ Refugee ?

Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika— @isua sasit Report
ate ot aga Refugee = =tz |

M. Shamsul Huda —3f igga qidt g qwa Refugee
@iy, (OFT 772 Refugee @a2 Registration card w@iaga
S8 ¢ AWM 18 aid Refugee 3@ 33 9

Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika - 3 @SS i35 17 Re-
fugee @ AGeFA F9 I5g | O AP AT (PG qufEH
%o augne @i Join @ W& fegfa a@m tzfem |

Shri Bhubeneswar Barman — @ N UANI  qm[w; 53T
gqw AGT AF | @B famm =8 WD TWS wmfage -

Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika— S@Fal =y e
@wiNE BO9 q3 1 I w3z A8 (8T Trrg @l |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—=13@la &) swmg s

gio «@l 1T IFaA Wfe 7 @A HGET ammn ey izl

. T

e RS 477 DITREEA | TG 7T g oz gy

(Al AN ?
i endra Nath Hazarika—
Shri Dev arka—eiay Wbl FAS 7S 9

Shri pulal Chandra Barua—sigiaus siqs Wfa g sua
- -<
oo % (g AT | ggle (A2 Al @ Aifes  sifee w1

L ufy am wfsE ?

( No Reply )



1971 Questions 25

Re : GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ATTEND IN
THE KOWERPORXE MOUZA CONGRESS
MEETING

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked —

*24. Will the Chief Minister be plezsed to state—

(a) Whether if is a fact that the State Minister for
P. W. D. utilised the entire Government machinery for
the meeting organised by the Kowerpore Mauza Con-
gress in Santipore village on 19th August 1971 ?

(b) Whether the Government Officials were taken
to that Congress meetings by the State Minister ?

(¢) If so, whether Government is awaie that such
activities of the Minister are against the directions

of the National Integration Council ?

(d) If so, what action has been taken against the

Minister ¢

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury ¢ Chief Minister )
replied —

24. (a)—It is not a fact. Of course, 2 public meet-
ing was he'd on 19th August 1971 on the bund side
where State Minister, Revenue and State Minister, P.W.I-

attended and some of the officers wete also, present.
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(b) No. The fact was that the State Minister, Re-
venue along with Officers of Department including
Piesident of Anchalik Panchayat, Demow, went there
to visit the flood-affected areas of Kowarpur in accord-

ance with representation frcm the local people.

(c) In view of the answer to (a) and (b) abeve,

this question does not arise.

(d) This does not arise in view of the zniwer to

(a) and (b) above.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi-~ Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the tour programme circulated by the S.D.O., Sib-
sagar reads as such—5 p. m. meeting at Santipur to
be organised by Shri B. Gogoi, President, Kowerpore
Mauza Congress. It is not clear whether the meeting
is a public meeting or a party meeting ; that meeting
was also organised by the President of a Mauza
Congress. Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to draw the
attention of the Chief Minister to the decision taken
by the National Integration Council in 1961 September
and October which reads— The Political power at all
levels should not be used for furthering the personal
interest of members of any political party. My obje-
ction is that the Ministers should not use the Gover-
ament machinery for their own party politics.  The
Ministers have got right to attend any meeting, even
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the congress meetings but the Government officials and
the government machinery should not be used by the
Ministers for furthering their own party policy or
their party members. That is my objection. In view
of the decision taken by the National Integration Con-
ference in 1961 I think the Government should take
all necessary steps so that the Ministers do not utilise

the government machinery for their party purposes.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) —
Sir, I fully agree with hon. Member that if any hon.
Minister has used government machinery for carrying
the party objectives, then it is a bad thing and it
should not be allowed to continue. But in this par-
ticular case, it was not so because it was a meeting
for development of the flood affected Kowerpore
mauza. There were certain problems in Kowerpore
mauza because of the flood. Also there was food sca-
rcity. Therefore because the convenor happened to Re
a Congressman, | think, in such a meeting, there
cannot be any bar for the Ministers to attend that
meeting because no party matter was discussed there.
The only discussion was for the development Of the
Mauza which was badly affected by flood and also
to find out ways and means as to how the L
can be saved from the attack of flood. For this
PUrpose, if a meeting was convened by a party member Of
party MLA then I think there is no harm oOf nothing has

. - the
been done in contravention of the recommendation of
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National Integration Council if Ministers attend such

a meeting.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi— My question is not
that the meeting has discussed the problems of Ko-

werpore mauza. My point was that the meeting was
organised by one Political party and that by the
President of a Mauza Congress party. If a Public
meeting 1s organised by the Communist Party to
discuss problems of Kowerpore mauza, whether the

government officers are entitled to attend that meeting.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury— Suppose a Con-
gressman or a Congress office bearer convenes a meet-
ing to discuss certain public problems of a locality,
is there any bar for the Ministers to attend that
meeting and also take officers to assist him in coming

to a decision. I do not think that it is so.

Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya -The point hag been
missed. It is one thing for any Party to conyepe a
meeting and for the Ministers belonging to that Party
to attend it, and it is another thing for Governmepi.
officers of the ranks of S.D. O. to convene 3 party
meeting or convene a meeting in Party office or ¢q
ask the people to go to a meeting convened by a
particular political party. Here the S. D. 0., Sibsagar
has asked the people to go to a meeting which had
peen organised by the Congress party. That g the

objection.
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Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury— When the tour
programme of Ministers is fixed, certain programmes are
included and to execute these programmes, certain persons
are put in charge. Therefore, in this particular case, the
Secretary, Demow Congress was entrusted to convene the
meeting to discuss about the situation caused by flood in
the Kowerpore mauza. Therefore it was not a party meet-
ing at all. The Congress is not only a political
organisation but had also social services programme,
and at the time of doing social services, if a. Cogr:
€Ssman convene a meeting to discuss some develop-
ment programme of a particular locality. for that
reason I do not see any objection if a government
officer also attends the meeting and help in the
deliveration.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi - My question Wwas
whether in such a meeting organised by the other

political parties, government officers will be allowed to
attend.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury — If it is conce-

rned with the genuine public grievances, there 1s 1O

bar ; it will be allowed.

T 3
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Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury— @847 =" fifee
ag7, Public Mecting tz |

Re : RAJGARH RAJAHUA NAMGHAR

#*Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— With your permission,
under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedures and Con-
duct of Business. I want to raise an important matter
of public importance and of very recent occurrence.
This the highhanded action on the part of the Goy-
ernment officials in demolishing the religious houses at
Gauhati on the 25th of September, 1971. This is rega-
rding Rajgarh Rajahua Namghar. It is reported that
this land was allotted to them for particular religious
purposes by the late lamented Sarma, the then Revenue
Minister, Assam. The public have constructed a Kirtan
Ghar and along with that a Library also. But due to
the negligence of the Revenue staff at the time of
correcting  the map some anomalies had crept up
and it has been shown as Sarkari land. On this there
was public petition and it was recommended even by
the Land Settlement advisory Board bit up action has
been taken by the Govt. and by taking that plea some
of the Revenue officials have allotted the land in the
name of sameone also. The public have represented
to the Government on several occasions but nobody
has paid any heed to it. And at the instance of
persons, = some interested persons have been

those _ .
allotted this land in that particular place instead of

*Speech not corrected
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allotting the land for the purpose of Namghar. Now an
encroachment case has been started and the people met
the Hon’ble Chief Minister on a deputation and other
high ups in this connection. The funniest part of it is
that on the 22nd September the met the Chief
Minister in the Circuit House and I am told
the  Chief Minister gave some sort of verbal
direction to the Deputy Commissioner the keep the
matter pending but on the same day without giving
any notice to the public the entire house has been
demolished ‘and you will be surprised to know that
this was g Namghar and they have smashed every:
thing in it. If an eviction case was started then a
formal notice ought to have been served on the people
but instead of doing that the Government interfered
with the religious rights of the people and hurt the
sentiment of the people. Luckily our people are Vvery
sober otherwise there would have been an uprising
in the entire State. Because our people are sober
they have not taken any other course of action but
have approached uws to focus the attention of the
Government and put it before the House. I want 10
know why these things have happened. The Govern-
ment once decided to allot the land for public purposes

and when the people also wanted to utilise for public
but

PUTPIses soms relaxation could have been made
and

instead of that due to the fault of the Revenue staft
the l‘nalpraCﬁCes adop[ed by the Revenue Slaff, the land
has been allotted to some favourates of the GOVeri-
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ment. Therefore Sir itisa very serious matter because
it has affected the sentiment of the people who have
faith in religion. Therefore [ want to know what action
the Government is going to take in this regard and who
is responsible for such high-handedness in this matter.

*Shri Phani Bora—wiuis wimims, a% adsiger TINg WA
A GEE Aed wledlziz wife 431 @R Tt w%e  wimiw

giql | AE Wy Sel e wfam 29 aﬁi NE @A s
f @q uferel | @8 ewGE @Baws! @ew BFE GipE gageE
'z I Addle. Depu y Commissioner @t 1@ 55t 71 ay% |
(83 Rubber stamp3 5% fix = @3 Eviction At g1y |
12y ii‘ﬂmiﬂ IRmFt W@ siwE = FEEH ey
TYAEy Eviction 33 s T @R Teigs lightining
speed © Eviction =al za | fas @ G 3 <3 z@
DR FANBT I3 ey SuF mAE  &siGugt 1 D, C. Office ®
AF! 13 AIFTT A gy GoeE zg7 a6 QU] TIN5y
faalg @ﬁm&%’-‘ T3 AZIEG @IgEE wibT [{Ey GE [EREEE|
- AFE g BBl dois @wipRO  FUl 1 g G| C I (o C T
AlgAAEy AW @l AAERIAT WG | AGET JgT  wmaelfy-
1 1 A D. C. i Eviction == 718 @ap Rubber Stamp
AR sifas #Bm3  lighting  speed v wig e & wags
Deputation ¢ 5 @ifes | w373 we Pioig o1 Stay
Order sma | o&ans &am Efficiency VAR (T awoie
WA Fiw sf€E Sem mea 929 gt wames ) TIE Ul
P& WA [IBIA 15 T A3l WBREA 0@, onm pag
qEs A St qUFE AR GowiE g NBRER o miee
maa Ff9q oMF | 8 GUWCURR AW AN [WE G598 wa1x

*Speech not corrected

L)
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I @REEAr 3 (seEns @8t Grand Conspiracy 3@ |
oy Sl ANl OgET, @ TS AF BELORRC Bl
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Shri Biswadev Sarma ( Minister, Revenue )— bir, the
Government has taken a very serious VICW of this
Gauhati

matter. On 22nd last I met a deputation at
as been alleged by

asked the Depuly
further in the matter

Circuit House on the matter as h
the hon. Members, Immediately 1
Commissioner not to proceed any
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and send a report to the Government. Only yester-
day I got this motion for reply. In the nieantime,
I have asked my Revenue Secretary to get the detai-
led information as has been alleged by the hon. Me-
mbers and [ shall be able to place a detailed account

of this after a day or two.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— But the damage has
been done already. What about that ¢

Shri Biswadev Sarma— That cannot be undone now.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— What action Government
propose to take against the officers who have done
this 2 Will the Government punish the guilty officers 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma ( Minister, Revenue ) - Govern-
ment will take drastic action against the officers if
they are fouad guilty.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER : DROUGHT
IN° DARRANG

Shri Hiralal Patwary— g3 ag3 =iEtsacs (Bl3lg  HJisre
7% fAfaal @Bl adjournment faZtan =% =isyf (12751 admit
Tfaf2d e oI 2 frqate swAtn AP T4 Lwfaral |

Shri Biswadev Sarma ( Minister, Revenue )—You need
not move it. I will make a statement.

Sir, the drought of the current year affected the

Q
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Sipajhar, Kalaigaon, Dalgaon, Mazbat, Khoirabari and
Udalguri Anchalik Panchayat areas of which Sipajhar
and Kalaigaon Anchalik Panchayats were worst affected.
The total population of the Sub-Division is 6,40,886
of which 41,i8,000 people of 139 Gaon Panchayat
areas were affected. The percentage of affected popul-
ation being 65. Standing ahu crop over an area of
85,000 acres were damaged, the psrcentage of damage
being 70. Jute cultivaiion was also affected to the
extent of 20%. Growing of Sali Seedlings was hampered
for want of rains. For growing Sali seedlings and
transplantation 158 power pumps were pressed into
service, and installation of 13 shallow Tube Wells
were sanctioned for providing water to the seed beds
and paddy fields.

The people of Rajagarh and Kalikhola have been
experiencing acute scarcity of drinking water. Govern-
ment have decided to instal 2 deep tube-wells in these
areas. However, the geological formation in these areas is
such that boulders formations exist below the surface
of the earth and as such only ‘Percussion type’ of rigs
will be suitable for the purpose of drilling. We bave 1o
‘Percussion type’ of rigs to dig deep tube-wells in these
areas. The matter has been taken up with the Gov-
ernment of India who have promised to send Tigs.
They have also asked one of their Executive Engi-

neers to muniterm liason with the State Government.
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A specific proposal costing Rs. 5.34 lakhs has been
sent to the Ministry of health and Family Planning
as a pilot Scheme for supply of drinking water in
Kalikhola area by the Chief Public Health Engineer,
Assam. This will be pursued.

At the instance of the State Government the Seed
Corporation raised Sali seedling worth of Rs. 1 lakh
for distribution in all the drought affected areas of
the State and a part of the seedlings were supplied
the Mangaldai sub-Division.

The purchasing powers of the people was consider-
ably decreased. To relief the distressed condition more
than 750 Fair Price Shops are functioning through
which atta has been issued at 25% Subsidy and rice
is also supplied allowing transport subsidy. 30,000
maunds of rice and 25,000 maunds of atta has already
been issued to these shops. Therer is at present stock
to run for 12/15 days.

To help the people in increasing their purchasing
power repair/improvement/of bunds/dongs, and renova-
tion of tanks under Rest Relief Schemes wer taken
up in all the affected areas. Paddy husking
centres were opened for employing widows and
indigent women. Yarn were also distributed in kind
free of cost to the indigent women @ Rs. 20/. per

head.

ar
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The amount sanctioned under various relief measures
are given below—

1. Gratuitous Relief in kind —Rs. 68,000/-
2. Yarn. — Rs. 27,000/-
3. Transport Subsidy on rice in

Fair Price shops —Rs. 20,000/-
4. 25% subsidy on cost of atta

in the Fair Price shops —Rs. 1,00,000/-
5. Charges of power pumps for

irrigation —Rs. 29,150/-
6. Cost of installation of

Tube-Well Rs.1,69,000/-

7. Paddy husking scheme on
Test Relief —Rs. 57,000/-
8. Cost of bund/dong and
renovaiion of tanks on
Test Relief basis - Rs, 6,04,893/-
Total : Rs. 10,75,043/-

There are 3 ring-wells in Pub Rajagarh, Phakial and
West  Rajagarh~ one at Pub Rajagarh which has
dried up while the other have 2 or 3 ft. of water.
The villagers of Pub-Rajagarh village a e having water
from Bornadi which is flowing about two Kkilometers
west. The villagers of the other two villages used the

two ring wells but the water is not adequate. In
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Kalikoli there is a river named Kalpanij only two

are used to
also for irrigation of their
fields. This year water for irrigation ig

kilometers away. Normally the villagers
take water for drinking and
not available.
Water for drinking is available near Kalnadi, 6 Kilo-
meters away up the Bhutan Hills which hgag got
enough water. There is one Ring well in the area which
has got 1 or 2 ft. of water.

Relating to alleged sale of tribal girls—the president
of Balisali G. P. and other tribal members of the G.Ps.
and A. Ps. of the area were contacted by the 8.D.0O.
They all intimated that the alleged allegation is with-
out foundation.

Regarding rainfall- it may be stated from Jan | 71
till 25th Oct. 71 there was total rainfall 70.45- ds reco-
rded by the Manager of the neighbouring Badlipara
T E. This may be compared against 53,45 recorded
at Tangani T.E. mnear Mangaldoi. There are {otal
630 fair price shops of the Subdivision of which 72
are in Khoirabari. The prevailing market price in the
area is as foilows- Sali rice 140 io 1:50

per kg
Ahu 130
Sugar 240
Saltisss
Atta 105

M. Oil 550 per litre.
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Shri Hialal Patwary submitted a memorandum to
the S.D. O., about a month and a half back where
it was mentionéd about 6 starvation death cases.
These were enquired into by Magistrate and in one case
by the S.D.O. himself. These were found that the
cause of death were not due to starvation.

This is the present stock position in Mangaldoi
Subdivision. Atta---2,000 bags; Sugar ..1,500 bags, Salt
1,500 bags; Mustard oil --sufiicient quantity available
and no shortage apprehended, Puises...No shortage
reported upto date, Kerosine 0il — Superior nil, Inferior
6,000 1bs.

Shri Nakul Chandra Das— May I request the hon.
Minister to circulate a copy to the hon. members of

this Ho:se 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma— Yes, Sir.

Shri Hiralal Patwary—wa megima (et =S L0
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Shri- Biswadey Sarma — Sir, T am visiting Mangaldol 0

second next. I will personally enquire into it.
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Shri Hiralal Patwary— fasly a1 ms  Tribal 1B )
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Shri Biswadev Sarma— 3% ei& oua ©fest @g | @i
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Mr. Speaker —tsa® wifgtzi 331 The Minster told that
he will visit Mangaldoi on 2nd. Please donot waste

valuable time of the House.

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER OF URGENT
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—KEROSENE SCARCITY
IN KAMRUP.

Shri Govinda Kalita— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to call
the attention of the Minister, Supply under Rule 54
of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in Assam Legislative Assembly to a news item publi-
shed in the “Assam Tribune” dated 20th October,
1971 under the caption “Kerosene scarcity spread to
rural areas of Kamrup”.

T St i £
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Urgent Publ ic Importance~ Kerosene
Scarcity in Kamrup

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah ( Minister, Supply )—
Mr. Speaker, Sir, regarding scarcity of Kerosene posi-
tion is as detailed below —

For the purpose of distribution of supplies Assam
is divided into Zones. Requirement of certain Zones
are met by I. O. C. while others are met by A. O.C.

Bulk stock of Kerosene of IOC is maintained at New
Jalpaiguri.

For distribution of K. Oil Assam i1s divided into

7 zones as follows—

I.  Dibrugarh, N.E.F.A. Part Zone 1
Sibsagar/Part of Nagaland 11
3. Kamrup District/South bank of
Goalpara Dist and Meghalaya 111
4. Nowgong/Cachar/Mizo Hills/N.C.
Hills/Manipur/Part of Nagaland IV
5. Tripura vV
6. North Lakhimpur including Dhemaji/
Darrang Dist/Part of N.E.F.A. VI A
7. North Bank of Goalpara Dist. VI B

The Supply matter is as follows—
Zone 1 & Il From A.0.C. Digboi-Ex. Tinsukia.
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Zone III Partly from AOC Digboi and partly from
Ex-Gauhati Refinery.

Zone IV From AOC Digboi & Partly from IOC New-
Jalpaiguri.

Zone V. From AOC Digboi Ex-Tinsukia.

Zone VIA From I0C New Jalpaiguri.

Zone VIB From 10C New Jalpaiguri.

Present temporary scarcity has taken place due to
disruption in the road communication and also Railway
breaches. Whenever any difficulty for getting supplies
of Kerosene in Assam is faced the Govt. of India
i1s requested to come to our rescue. Rccently when
such a situation arose the matter was taken up with
the Govt. of India who in their turn intimated that
main difficulty for rushing adequate supplies are rajl-
way breaches. :

Govt. of India, however authorised the 2 refineries
of Assam to maximise the production of K. Oil and
withdraw all zonal movement restriction in order to
mect the shortage. Accordingly the 1.0.C. and £.0.C.
have despatched scme tank—- lorries ol Kerosene il
from one zone to another according to necessity, It

is understood that the iailway communication has

improved to cer.ain extent recently and somc quantity

of k. oil has since arrived ay Gauhati from Barauni
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and New-Jal paiguri. It is also understood from the
IOC that with the improvement of the communication
more supplies will be rushed to Assam and with new
arrival the supply positioa of k. oil is expected to im-
prove, It may also be pointed out that another factor whi-
ch caused restric'ed production in both the refineries was
that they were over stocked with Gasolene. Inspite
of that efforts have been made to despatch maximum
quantity of K. Oil to Assam from Barauni.

In the meantime all the D.Cs. and S. . Cs. have
been instructed to regulate distribution of X. Oil

FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE NORTH-EASTERN
AREAS ( RE-ORGANISATION ) BIL L,1971

Mr. Speaker—Now, item 3. in this cconection I
would like to say that there is a long list of Members
who would like to speak on the Bill, and I propose
to hold afternoon session of the House from 2.30
to-day. At 11.30 A.M. there will be Business Advisory
Committee and I will announce the decision of the
Advisory Committee at 2.0 P. M- In the meantime
discussion will continue. As we bhave to send the views
of sufficient number of members, 1 simply appeal to
the members that they will accommodate themselves

and cooperate with their co-members and colleagues.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua~ We must respond to
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your appeal and will do soand you will also try to
appreciate our position. Through yeu we want to
convey our sentiment to the Business Advisory Com-
mittee to take into consideration the importance of
the subject. I wish every Member will take part in
this particular debate. This is a life aid death ques-
tion of this entire eastern region. We cannot just
decide at the instance of the Government of India
such a vital issue in a hurry.
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Report of the States Reorganisation Commiss-

< TONRRACCE7

“The J.V.P. Committee Report was adopted by

the Congress Working Committee in April, 1949. Since

i then, the Congress has broadly adhered to the views

expressed in this report, This would be clear from the

', clection manifesto issued by the Congress in 1951
_"" and the resolutions passed by it since 1949.

“The manifesto declared that the decition about the
reorganisation of States would ultimately depend on

—® wishes of the people concerned but expressed the opinion
that, while linguistic reasons were important, there were

a other factors also, such as economic, administrative and

financial considerations, which had to be taken into acc-

ount. As a practical example, the Congress agreed to the
d formation of the Andhra State because the Andhra

Provincial Congress, the Tamilnad Congress and the

Madras Government had agreed to it, but with held
” support to the proposal for the formation of a Karn-
ataka State for want of agreement of the great maj-
ority of the people including the people of Mysore
State.” w17 fgw AN WG ynew FAg S» (GHFIT aF
Resolution =g =g |

The Govt. of India by Resolution No. 353/69/53
dated 29th December, 1953 constituted the Commi-
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ssion with Shri Saiyid Fazl Ali, Shri Hriday Nath
Kunzru and Shri Kavalam Madhava Panikkar.

“The Commission will investigate the conditions of
the problem the historical background, the existing

sitnation and the bearing of all important and relevant
factors thereon. They will be free to consider any
proposal relating to such reorganisation. The Govern-
ment expect the Commission would, in the first inst-
ance, not go into the detail:, but make recommen-
dations in regard to the broad principles which should
given the solution of this problem and, if they so
choose, the broad lines on which particular States
should be reorganised, and submit interim- reports for
the consideration of Government.”

®I® &% Resolution w5 tpan Tga qifer, TRA JfY Pug oy

(PRON WA ifmam g

States Re-organisation Commi-
SSi0N 953 Az |

©35 63wty @3 Commission «q s
fe 3tx @7 e BF =3 fua

ASSAM

(13 . = a . .
From a historica] point of view, Assam and north-

2 t 1o - ¢ 1 b
cast India seem ¢o have been intended by nature to

be the meeting place of many tribes and races. Right

has been immigration into
and sctilement in the state from

through its history, thers

various sources with the
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result that till comparatively very recent times, that
is to say, up to 1931, when linguistic tabulation was
Jast undertaken, Assamese was not in facta language
spoken by a majority of the inhabitants of the State.

Assam also owes a great deal to capital and enter-
prise from outside the State; and its tea, coal and
oil industries have becn built up mainiy as the result
of such enterprise. = The Tea districts Emigrant
Labour Act, which is intended to regulate the recrui-
tment of labour in the other States of India for the
tea gardens in Assam, is,a notable but not an isola-
ted illustration of this statement. The contribution
which permanent or temporary immigrants into the
State can make to the development of its economy

is important even at the present tin.e.

The major p.oposals regarding the eastern and south-
ern  boundaries of Assam will need to be considered
in this perspective. These proposals as presented 1o
the Commission can broadly be summarised as follows:
The Assam Pradech Congress Committee, the local
Communist Party, the Tripura State Tongress Commi-
ttee, and the Government of Assam are broadly in
favour of the status quo. Assam, however, would welcome
the merger, it possible of Cooch-Behar, Manipur and Tri-
pura and closer connection with the administ:ation of the
North-East Frontier Agency, which is now constitutionally




48 Further Discussion on the North-Eastern 29th October
Areas (Re-organisation) Bill, 1971

part of Assam. The hill districts have pressed the
case for the formation of a hill State. This demand,
reiteratzd at the Tura ( Garo Hills) Conference of
tribal leaders in October, 1954, contemplates the uni-
fication of all the hill districts mentioned in Part A
of the table appended to the Sixth Schedule o
the Constitution. including also the Naga Hills
district. az g GG I o B 1 S ET I fort e
fafen  =bs  =wa xR R[fon  qiwcares SIS G-
IOF WIS AFR qm wiw [Afem Twiaw @ eme 374 |
SUHE AN AAe fAfya wagi—saz s, SESHEE uf”
NI BFEAFR B A ATw awicr 4y g 31 fami=s
G2y ww sy qms Wy wifem  A3FAE  memor-
andum @itf @fym Ffesr s Gwr e wfeye ey HEE
TST HqUANT S6a® mifdm FRGE 1 arm AT o5 wEiesr
SART AT ST FWF wFA Gl HALS gy @t smer
SEMEE FIEnT 47w Bams o€ s s AR
@ v@FIPT Afthue M wEw bAFIIF  Wifa  =fyfea
aIF CIN0 pITNA GiT AHwrAGE and 2fAfzA | W North
Eastern Region % re-organise Mt b3t toim | ferw
NG ATF ST WA 95AE g, @S, s, uasﬂzn
aifizs 4fy 159 s g TR S5 FET ae afa mﬁ HTT
2 MUF @i & wiens s sffea G sa o5a
Sl TBET viable smy I 16 w3 1 AFoRans, egE-
AiAl G wrog’'s sfREsta Ay poge aza g1 «ifs @
(A AL TIT AT asae T 9N NI fapqyr tmig—
gl AT ©ng w% ol m% e AT AFA |
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G s O goxe FdRes iy wfeate g e
frry 36 T o @jF @iy wae [Ee 99E @— Wi
aTel A6 A, smHE awel v S AAI o7 WRI FEHI |
QG Aqg A5 w3 ARG AW WHHg aFOr A%8 Fi9 fr Aq
w9 aTeiE 2 gra wf frm zw ore @Al SRR
wis QFpAT 0z «fEaE) wd GiEnd | 3@ el Jifs wifes
@ SRMima (it ) wkas @@l inner-line 3 sgg T (1
HE TRA GHN] TROIHI 2[RI mﬁ\ﬂf@ I ofx 3 & |
AN foigrsl @3 FEAT Ao bfa qifFe | Fidiaela g
G @8 inner-line ©%13 Wmix (wiAy  (6%BI13  AdE@ |
Fita & GEfEcs el U TMAIZT @IEAE sed> B9 93
inner-line ©% FRLE s Sffea | 2 NEOJARE &
fal wmwE biaEfy i@ away A @relq Ffq EAl QA |
31y wEw szl wiF SRR UGS @WA-SR(E, G-
BaN T iz wapEid e @i aeo o 3 rRiEE |
GiE5e @3 woisfye #9945 *AJL G aenafems  o-=fa
b | 3

Council seeks independence from Assam and India
and to remain aloof from the proposed hill state. As
a compromise between these extreme positions, but
for entirely different reasons, the formation of a

Kamatapur State consisting of Goalpara, Garo Hills,
Cooch-Behar, Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri or of a Pur-

bachal State consisting of the area round Cachar has
also been suggested.”

doga 6% engr— Wiy wnsy siga eEIBER TR
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T THS QR 5@ aﬂ\ﬁ:—r TS FIIG A WilT Sl GHAIFID
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State reorganisation =671 @993 s & iHEE ©lT 33 e
i Ylgretl @ “It is clear that, in these changed conditions, it
is neither necessary nor desirable fo confer on the tribes
any immunity from external contacts to such an extent ag
to hamper their development.” Hill State TRE ANFeE Af-
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wgEl @l @ify & n9me =AY (FEEIRT WE @gIgbiE
fpifE | @3 Amme @AE WAl zaweaid w8 deci-
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33l 9Qg (= 2

M. Shamsul Huda— @iy Azina, @8 Reorgnisation
Raq @uas sma w9a Asfala "2 AgAm SgEly S|
T TS Gl @E  Faim WSt | ArAleg= =& Session

Wi$ wva 2t faag e wme @ses wfe auenear  wRais
miEdl g |

Mr. Speaker - @ swm, Business Advisory Boardyq
AFm g 33 misfyfug m  on@l | wifg @is Advisory
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interested @nAEITT AW AlEicA w4 A7 adjust =fy
@A @ 57 |
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qif¥e @Ew wael MR Yfae | ©oR 9t 7y eumg =@
7 QA A ERE @t 219 AR 3Te gl zg
AR fawize z3 =iy sfzg az3 =ify ofzy

(R AT AR AR AT IFAE AYERE W (§ 3380 5
@fen wwne v@EFE (1) T2 gE 2R3 Fsifafes cofomy
(1% TS NI IIRXAT  FHF  5IBRI R w3
A WA 3W SfrA | owifee  @iW @Bl TTER  wifag |
wifere afe qrzm (N G110 WD [RES 2 w123 F19 0
33 (Sfom i gl frEils elgAen TR 2 AT | farg
SIt? 33 I (Srare RSNy AfeAN IR (ST WAR fapa
PP 1= F3 1 W wpell 3l oA TG AR 7ESl wie
ulE (O zalE fAfery | ZACS A SF IQ AR 53| fAmuag
faailsl s @iy agns Amaf qifczl |

Shri L. Chinzah— Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I enter
into discussion on the bill itself I would like to dwell
briefly on the past mistakes— certain fundamenta] mi-

stakes that have been committed. The unity of the

North-Eastern Region is of vital importance to us and
also perhaps it is of more vital importance to the
nation as a whole from the point of view of national
solidarity, and of national defence. = But then, Sir,
with each attempt that we have made so far to bring
about unity in this region we seem to be drifting
further and further away from unity. What we have
achieved is a constant process of fragmentation, and

1 am afraid this process will come to an end only

«
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when: the fragmented part is so small that it will
allow of further on fragmentation, Sir, in this way
I do not believe that we shall achieve the objective
of bringing in harmony, and peace in this Tegion.
But this is an issue which is very important to the
safety of the country as a whole. I do not think that
it is 100 late for us to correct past miskes and try
to evolve a solution that will bring contentment -am-
ongst the people, that will bring harmony, and mut-
ual trust amongst the people occupying this region.
It is a fact that there a-e certain fundamental differe-
nces between the people living in the hills and the

-people living in the valley of this region. This diffe-

rence was recognised early in 1947 when India became
independent. Tt was also recognised that this differ-
ence is not so wide as to make unity impossible.
But the only misake lay in the method by which we
try to tackle the problem. The means which we
have applied in bringing about unity and harmony had
not been wide enough, and they have turned means
which have divided us, and they have become means
which have brought about distrust ‘and grievances agai-
nst one another, and this is the thing which has
brought about this bill which is facing us today trying
to divide us further into smaller units. Sir, if we
look into the picture of this North-Eastern region Wwe
see that there are two certain groups  inhabiting this
region, the groups in the hills and the groups in the
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valley. The groups in the hills have more differences
from the groups in the plains than they do amongst
themselves. But the group in the hills, if we look
at. them only as a body, you will find that there are
many things which were common to all of them. There
are certain things and certain elements that had bLeen
bringing these people together. When we go a litile
deeper into history, we see that there was much
derstanding between the people of the hills and (e
people of the valley. But of late we have been subj-
ecled to much misunderstanding.  What is the

un-

root
cause of all this ?  When the Britishers came this
division was pnot so vivid and so clear as it is today.
Before the British, these people, although there hag
been so many tribal wars and bleod feuds and alth-
ough the North Fastern Region, particularly the hills,

had been scenes of bloodshed amongst thesc people

them.
I ean say so because cvery tribal war had always been

followed by harmony, mutual accommodation

but these were only forces of integration for

and peace
between one another. Sir, we can prove this by ‘the

situation that is obtaining in many of ihe bills today.
If you look at Noith <Cachar Hills you wil find
collection of tribal groups like Lushais, Hmars, Kukis,
Nagas, Kacharis living together in peace. Take 1he
case of Naga Hills. You will find that Kukis, Mizos
and others there are not having any trouble with the
Nagas. 1f you igo to N. E. F. A. you will find another

5]
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group of Mizos in the Mishmis. If we go to the
plains in the Assam Valley we find so many tribal
groups but they are living in peace with the people
of the wvalley. Sir, in fact, it was when the groups
inhabiting this region had been in the process of
cvolving themselves into one big family, into one body
that the British came, shattered and suppresced all
these elements. What they did was to divide not only
the plains from the hills but they also divided the
hills people (hemselves ©One hill tribe was kept sepa-
rate from another then a process of mutual distrost
ard a tendency of remaining at guard against the
other had been introduced. So we have been kept
apart for so many years and the process of assimi-
lation that was therec had been suppressed ; and for
these so many years till we attained independence,
this process had s» much divided us that we grew to
hate one another. The first thing that Independent
India ought (o have done was to have revived and
to have tricd to introduce this process of assimila‘ion
among:t us; and to have tried to break that wall
that separated us co as to bring us fogether. But
then what we found was these hill people occupying
certain areas, who have been bioken up in the district,
are further excluded frem the main stream of the
Nation. They have been p t under the sixth schedule
of the Constitution where we find them separated
from one another as they were scparated by the Bsitish.
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Khasis were separated from the Mizos and so on.

They have been divided by the Centre. Having divided

them thus and instead of taking them and looking

after them directly from the Centre they were thrown
away, they were thrown upon the shoulders of the
people in the Assam Valley and the burden of looking

after these people was given to the Assam Government.
But it was Delhi who divided them. So these are
the things that had given rise to the loud complaints
in the Hills against the Assamese,

Hill people against the Assamese.
to it, it

distrust from the
If we go deep in-
is not the Assamese who are at fault but it
was Delhi who started it and today we are faced with
this Bill. We may perh-ps have other

grounds on
which to fight against one another.

Unless we try
to see the problem and unless We g0 to the probl

em
I do not belicve that Ly

separating  one fiom the
other we will b: able to achieve the

not think-that it will be conducive
nor to the interest of the Nation.

objective. I do
to our interest

Sir, it may be, the
position had gone to certain extent and there

going back from it. But then ope

i$ no
thing  which we
can well try to do is if we find that the people in
the Hills occupying the North Eastern Region have
more things commen than with the people ip the
Valley, let us try to exploit the situation to our ady-

antage. But we bave already started division. Naga-
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land has left us; now we have broken from the peop-
le of Meghalaya and the rest are still there. Since all these
have broken away from the Valley, I do not think
that this process will end till all the Hills break away,
and after these are broken up again. But what is
the solution ? The solution would have been that if
we cannot but divide them, let us put -each group
on equal status with another. The Hill Tribes whom
we have divided from the beginning if we cannot range
them into one single unit, let us see that each group
feels that he gets equal treatment and does 'not feel
that he is inferior to the other. In that case, unde-
rstanding and a feeling of accommodation will be
re-cstablished. If the Mizos fcel that they are not
inferior to the other brothers in the Hills and the
Valleys, then they can live as brothers. In this con--
text, take the case of N.E. F. A, see that a political
apparatus is going to be introduced there. At the
same time we sec also that the people of N. E.
F. A., themselves are not allowed to be inside it. It
is a fact also that the people of N.E.F.A., had never
been allowed to have political consciousness. A politi-
cal apparatus to be known as Union = Territory of
Arunachal Prade h is going to be introduced there
but the people are not allcwed fo participate ir it. We
have given Nagaland a Statehood; it is welcome and
good since we have not been able to avoid it. The
Meghalaya is going to get full Statehood; we welcome
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it and wish them well. But what we do with  the
people there in N.E. F. A. ? We are introducing, I
think, an apparatus which will become means of su-
ppressing. them. It will kill the human elements as
weil. I do not see any reason why this suppression
should be introduced. There, if it is introduced, give
them a chance: to participate in it and let them have
a chance to work for themselves and let them have
a chance to say something for themselves. Sir, if we
take the case of Tripura and Manipur, we see a
position: where somebody is going to be sacrificed.
The Statehood for Manipur and Tripura would be
most welcome to every one of us since th process
has been started. These things are welcome to every one
of us if by that measure we do not sacrifice any
body. But if we look at the schedules to the Bill, we
will find that many Mizo families are going to be
sacrificed. These are the points on which we had
been arguing in Delhi in June. But then Delhj argues
that if we take the Mizos in  Manipur, if we take
them out, there would be no Manipur; it will be too
small geographically. Now when it is to give Mani-
pur Statehood, you do not hesitate to tear off the
Mizos. 1 think that this is not a fair deal. A gain,
Sir, if we take the case of Tripura, the eastern bor-
der of Tripura is occupied by Mizos. There is nobody;
there are only Mizos. To-day we are going to con-
tain them into a minority where they will have no

@
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chance at all. While we have good wishes to the
Tripurians, we cannot remain reconciled to the idea
of sacrificing ourselves so that another may live. I
cannot reconcile myself to that idea.  Sir, it is not
in the human nature. The North Eastern Region
which is so important and vital to the interest of
the nation and for that matter to the people them-
selves, we cannot afford to kill somcbody, to Kill 2
group to give life to another group. So, Sir, in the
case of the Mizos and also the people of this region
as a whole T cannot commend the Bill because the
Bill seeks to raise somebody else and sacrifices some
others while it will not at all evolve a feeling of
understanding and love between the Hills and the
Plains. I do not therefore, see any wisdom in this Bill.
I say, it is very ill conceived. Now, Sir, having come
from Mizo Hills and I am expected to say something
about the Mizo Hills more particularly, I would like
to deal more in detail about the problem of the
Mizos. While I do not give the Ileast support to
this ‘Bill, if you will excuse me, I would like to give
some more information about the problem of the Mizo
Hills because it is not a problem for us alone but
it is also a problem for the nation and a proper
understanding of this problem will lead us to 2 far
greater extent in deciding our fate in this North
Eastern region and also in bringing about peace and
harmony amongst the people here. Sir, the problem
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of this North Eastern region in relation to the Mizo
Hills, which is part and parcel of this region, seems
to have never been understood properly, not even by
ourselves and more so by the authorities in Delhi.
Sir, taking you a little back into history, I say that
this Mizo community, is a community which have had
the brunt of the British administration. Sir, before
the British came it was a community big by itself
and  occupied a specified  geographical  area.
For the sake of information only let me say that
the fterritory that was occupied by them continuously
without any break anywhere, was from the south if
we: start, the Chin Hills of Burma and Arakan exte-
nding right to the foothills of Manipur and towards
Cachar as far as North Cachar. Some of them are
still found in North Cachar and to the west they
are on the foothills of Tripura, they are on the foot-
hills of Chittagong and Sylhet. Sir, it was during
the years 1800 and 1890 that these people came into
contact with the Britishers. By that time the Britishers
have occupied all the valleys but they had not touc-
hed the Hills. = So, these Mizos came in contact with
the British, not only in contact—they came into clash
with the British. On every front they were fighting
with the British and since these battles on every -front
were going on without a stop, the British Govern.
ment at that time decided to send an invading force
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into these hills. From the Chittagong side one column
commanded by a General was went. From Rangoon,
another column under General Symons was sent. From
Cachar side a similar column was sent to request the
other two at Haka, and in 1890 the whole territory
occupied by these tribes whom we call Mizos was
occupied and the people subdued. And from that day,
Sir, this process of divide and ‘rule was vigorously
followed by the Britishers and if you will allow me,
Sir, for your information I would like to read some
of the pages, some of the records left by these Bri-
tishers. These records show as to how this Mizo
Tribe was divided and for what purpose the Mizo
Tribe had been divided. Now, Sir, this is a record
left by Alexander Mackenzie in the book known as
the “Wistory of the relation of the Government (Bri-
tish  with the Hill Tribes.. At page 574 he writes,
“When the tribes would not submit to our arms the
only alternative was to break up and disintegrate their
communities”. With this policy the British administr-
ation, the British Government, the invading British,
let us say, started breaking the Mizos. Now here are
certain extracts -showing as to how each small body
has been cut out from the main body. Here, in this
extract from British relations with the Hill Tribes of
Assam since 1858: “In 1900 the boundary between the
Chin Hills and the Lushai Hills was fixed by Col
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Maxwel and Capt. Cole.” The Boinu ( Kolodyne )
and the Tyao chose as the boundary between the
Chin and South Lushai Hills has strictly curtailed their
territory.” By this boundary some Mizo families, Mizo
groups like Siyin, Sukte, ‘Sahau, Lai, Falam and Hua-
Ingo were thrown out into the Chin Hills. They
were more than 20 Mizo groups and so much of
their groups already mentioned had been thrown into
the Chin Eills. And then here again at page 341
of the same book- “The Lieutenant Governor recom-
mended that the whole country east of the cultivated
plain country off Chittagong should be removed from
the operation of the General regulations, and that an
officer to be called the Superintendent of the Joom
tract should be appointed, Act XXII of 1860 was
accordingly passed which enabled the Government to
give the Hill tracts the administration suited to its
condition”. This is regarding an act that was passed
for taking out the Hill tracts of Chittagong from the
main body of Mizos and when this was passed some
group of Mizos were cut again. By this act, the Chij.
ttagong Hill Tract District was formed and the follow-
ing groups of Mizes, namely, - Pang or
Chinbak, Bawmzo and
are still there today.

Pangkhua,
ilanglau were cut apait. They

Sir, these groups, by the Inde-
pendence Act of Burma and our Independence Act,

have been lost for ever to foreign territories. There-
fore, we mneed not concern curselves with them NOW.

R T—y
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Now here is another extract : “In 1828 Capt. Grant
and Lt. Pemberton were appointed Commissioners to
meet the Burmese authorities and settle the boundary
and the final boundary agreement was signed on 9th
January, 1834. But now after a lapse of 62 years
this boundary had to be revised as a result of ince-
ssant tribal raids into Manipur—Burma frontier. Acco-
rding to the instructions of the Government of India
to the Chief Commissioner of Burma and with the
approval of the Commissioner, Assam, the boundary
between Burma ( Kubo valley ) and Manipur from
Kongal Thana to Tinzin river was demarcated in 1896
by a body of Commissioners Col. Maxwel and Capt.
Macnabb”’. Please mark that tribal raids described

were directed against British pickets.

This boundary was demarcated by the British as
such, because the "Mizos living near the foot hills of
Manipur valley had been creating troubles to the
Britishers there. So by cutting them apart from the
main body and giving them the administration to suit
their own purpose it was possible to put these groups
of the tribes under control. In this way these small
groups, namely, Anal, Aimal, Longrang, Chin, Raring,

I1arar, Poihte, Gangte, etc., were cut and thrown into
adminis-

Maniput.

Manipur. They were never under Manipur
tration. But these groups are still living in
They want to join the Mizo district. They are still
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there and going to be sacrificed so that Manipur may
have a full State. Then, Sir, there is another extract.

At page 156 “The North Eastern Frontier of Bengal”
by Alexander Mackenzi'e, “The whole ranges between
the Barak and Jaree were by treaty given to the
Rajah of Manipur the order of the Court of Directors
applies to all.”” The Rajahs of Manipur were then
quarrelling among themselves, and the British, in order
to establish a stable Government there this area was
presented to Manipur and thereby the British were
able to post their Agents in Manipur. The Lwenty
cut the northern limb of the Mizo trib: and that
group also are going to be sacrificed so that Manj-
pur may have a State. Sir, this is another extract
at page 364 of the same book : “as regards the eastern
buundary of Hill Tipperah, the Lt. Governor proposed
i0 prescribe a river rather than a mountain boundary...
It was suggested that the Lungai river, running between
the Jampai and Hachik ranges should be taken as the
boundary line upto its source at Betlingsib......». Thege
proposals were accepted and the boundary notified
accordingly in 1873,

By this boundairy line many Lushaj villages includ-
ing Rangkhol ones were t.rown into  Tripura. Thus
the only gioup of Mizos left were the Lushais, Pawis,
Lakhers and Raltes and these were left in what is
now known as the Mizo district. This district itself
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was divided into two halves, north and south. The
southern half was placed under Bengal while the
northern ha'f was under Assam. It was only a few

years before independence that they came to Assam.

Now, Sir, this being the position and the (ribe
having been divided into so many parts so that it
may ncver be able to stand asa tribe by itself. Naiu-
rally, these people would like to join together again
and renew their family life. Now, Sir, ever since free-
dom came to India in 1947, this reunion was the
first thing the only political platform the Mizos stood
on. The Mizos in Manipur came forward and dema-
nded to join the Mizos in Mizo district. The Mizos
in Tripura also demanded the same thing. This was
misundcrstood.  Only the Mizos in the Mizo district
came under a District Council throwing out the other
Mizos in Manipur and Tripura. This demand was again |
renewed when States Re-organisation came. The same
demand was again renewed by the Mizos from 3 diffe-
rent places. But it was not conceded. When the
Janguage Bili threw open the entire issue of the Hills
the Mizos repeated the same demand for a reunion,
But it was not listened to. Ian 1960 it was again
renewed under the leadership of Mr. Laldenga. At
first they w.re not hostiles with the idea of sovere-
ignty and independence. They wanted unification of
the Mizos in India, To press their point they mel
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the Prime Minister, Sastriji at Gauhati in October,
1965 but since they did not get positive reply they
turned extreme and went into violence. Now whatever
they did, although we do not say that it wag right,
they did it under compulsion. But | am sure, the
Mizo populatiocn in general do not support the violeng
step. It was dome from the population as a whole
the percentage of suoport was very . little.  But (ke
demand of the Mizo people in India for Teunion hag

not died. When the Union Territory issue came ip

the month of July delegates from Manipur, delegates
from Tripura and delcgates from Mizo district repeated
their demands in Delhi saying that unification of the
Mizos living in three different places, viz., Assam,
Manipur and Tripura is the only solution to

prob'em. It is this misunderstanding of

the

tke preblem
that has given rise to so many other problems which

demand solution at the same time. Therefure, Sir, an

Union Territory to the Mizns occupying the pregent

Mizoram is no s lution to the Mizo problem. Tt wij)

o: ly multiply and magnify the problem. Otherwise,

it is a measure that will kill the Mizo life. It will
kill the Mizos totally. Sir, in the Schedules to  the
Bill you will find the Mizos divided like this—

Under Tripura s Lushai, Kuki, Namte, Patte,
khol, Chakma.

Rang-

.
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Under Mizo ¢ Any Mizo (Lushai) tribe, Hmar, Biate,
Sukte, Chakma, Thado, Vaiphei, Lakher,

Pawi.

Under Manipur ; Any Mizo ( Lushai) tribe, Hmar,
Aimol, Anal, Chiru, Maran, Naring,
Ralte,Paite, Thado, Vaiphe, Sukte etc.

If you add those under Tripura and under Manipur
you will find the number of families is double the
number in the present Mizo district. Sir, I would
request you to give some more time because this is
directly concerns our interests
as a Mizo. You will excuse

t I want some

a very vital point and
and particularly to me,
me, I am going to finish my points bu

more time.
Mr. Speaker— You have been given already 45 minutes.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah—Sir, sufficient time should
be given to him. He is introducing some new points

which we do not know.

Mr. Speaker— He wanted only five minutes.

$hti .4 Chinzah==MNoy; Sit,x Liowanted, sgme; nore
time.

Mr. Speaker— All right, after lunch. The lHOUSC

stands adjourned till 2-30 p.m.
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( The House reassembled at 2.32 P. M. with the
Speaker in the Chair)

REPORT OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE.

Mr. Speaker— Under Rule 230 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legis-
Jative Assembly, I called a meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee, today at 11.30 A.M,

The following decisions were arrived at :

1. On 5th November, instead of the business already
fixed, discussion on the North-Eastern Areas (Re-orga-
nisation) Blll, 1971 will be resumed and it will con-
tinue for the whole day till 4 PM. When the debate
will be closed, the Chief Minister will then reply.
There will be no question hour or any other business
on that day.

2. The House will be extended till 9(h November,
on which day the No Confidence Motion originally
fixed for discussion on 5th November, will be taken
up. The discussion will continue after 4.30 p. M. if

necessary.
I hope this has the appioval of the House.

( The House approved this. )
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed — There is a point of order,
Sir. Suppose the Government falls on that date, what
will happen then ? Will the Assembly be extended.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister)—
If the Government falls in that case the Assembly

will be immediately adjourned.
AFTER LUNCH

Shri L. Chinzah— So, Sir, I was saying that the
Mizo tribe is a tribe which has been divided up by
the British into many small pockets with the evil
purpose of breaking that society permanently. And
now, Sir, fortunately, the British who had divided us
up had left and we have been left free to renew
ourselves again. We have been left free to decide
our own affairs, but then, this right has not been
realised for the Mizo people yet. It was this Sir,
fact that had been misunderstood and that has created
the difficulties and trouble confronting us, in different
way more or less in different degrees, and for the
Mizo people actually it has come as a danger of total
extinction. Now, Sir, what is important for us today
is, therefore, to see that nobody whether small or
big in society with distinct culture, traditions and
customs and way of life should suffer in free India,
and in fact, it was on this count that all political
agitations since 1947 upto date by the Mizo people
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had been motivated or prompted. It was actually the
repeated demand of the Mizo people for renewal of
their family and reunion that has'been the centre of
all political activities. by the Mizo. But then, Sir, it
is unfortunate, we have not been able to understand
this and sometimes it has given us the impression that
the Mizo political agitation has been directed against
the people in the valley or the Assam Government.
Actually, this is circumstantial which has been unavyoj.
dable. The Assam Guvernment happen

o be the
Government responsible for the welfare of the Mizo

people, and for this Mizo pecple who have been agitat.-
ing for their reunion and renewal of their family, they can-
not but present their case to their own Government apg
it is that Government which ought to be championing
the cause of these people. ~But we have not seen any sign
of understanding of the que:tionin our own Siate evep
and the present ~proposal is to further confirm the
evil purpose of dividing us that had been

done by
the British and we are to confitm this

even further

It will mean that there
will bz no life for the Mizo people. It will be the

end of all political life and the name Mizo will only

if the Bill comes into being.

be mentioned in history and it will' never be a living
name., Therefore, Sir, from this

angle “1° would
say that I  vehemently

oppose the ~ North-
Eastern Areas ( Reorganisation ) Bill, 1971 "as it is

presented to us today. The Bill itself, to us is' an
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imposition while we know that we are living in free
India where no, arrangement can te imposed upon an
area, even if it does not want, ending the political
life of the people which is the embodiment of their
whole - lives’ activity in any free country. Now, Sir,
as 1 have already pointed out the political platform
that the Mizos has always taken from the time In-
dependence came to India, has never been on the Union
Territory for Mizoram and today this fact has been
confirmed in Assam as well as in Delhi. In June last when
I had the opportunity of meeting our Home Minister
with the Minister for Soil Conservation and my friend,
Manliana, this point was made very clear to the Home
Minister and he was kind enough to give us an assurance
that nothing will be imposed on the Mizo people,
unless the people themselves ask for it. Today, no-
body asked for Union territory. Why should it be
imposed on us ? It is a negation of democracy itself.
Then, Sir, it is discriminatory. The Bill itself is disc-
riminatory in so far as it is sceking to divide the
Community, it is seeking to keep them under a certain
level, which is lower than the level where other peo-
ple have been put. For example, our Naga friends
were happy as they were in a full-fledged State. Me-
ghalaya is going to be a full-fledged State. But the
Mizos have been picked up for discrimination and a
political arrangement is sought to be made for them
which will kill their political existence. The Mizos
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are the citizens of India, they are not immigrants,
they are people who have been born and brought up
on this Indian soil. How can we, in clear conscience
today, condemn some of our own children to this
political death when everyone is trying to utilise the
freedom and liberty that they have own for them-
selves ? Therefore, I submit, Sir, this is against the
principles of our Constitution itself; it is a negation
of democracy itself, it is discriminatory against a section
of the people of our own State. The Mizos are as
much citizens of this State and of India as any one
else. Therefore, we have no right to Kkill these people
socially and politically. Let us give them every chance
and opportunity as other people to strive for thej;
betterment and the betterment of the nation a5 4

whole.

Then, Sir, I would like to say, With your permjsg.
ijon, that it has been a conspiracy against the Mizo
people. Why do I say so ? When Meghalaya wjyq
about to be formed it was made very clear to the
people that Mizo Hills’ position would be taken up
only after the disturbances in that district were over,
That was the expressed decision of the Government
of India. But in the meantime, when the political
leaders of the Mizo Hills were busy with local affairs
and not about the futste et Of the Mizo  ris.
without their knowledge the Government of Indie’t
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seemed to have been in constant consultation with
our Government. If T am mistaken I may kindly be
excused by the Chief Minister. It seems that the
Government of India was in consultation with our
Chief Minister sometime in the month of May, when
it was decided .that Mizo Hills might be taken out
of Assam. And after that the manner in which it
should be taken out seems to have been worked
out by the authorities in Delhi. When this formula
was devised it was passed on to some individual lea-
ders in Mizo Hills secretly. These individual leaders,
when they came to know of thisin secrecy, left Aijal
and went to Delhi and there they had secret discu-
ssions. We do not know the nature of those discu-
ssions.. But the Chief Minister was kind enough to
invite us to his office and told us what was being
planned for the Mizo people. Then we rushed to
Delhi. We said that even if it was found difficult
to unite all the Mizo people by cutting out a small
territory from Manipur, we were even prepared to
merge with Manipur. But we could. not achieve any-
thing, everything was decided by discussions with the
individual leaders. The issue had not been even placed
before the District Council, which is the only politically
representative body in the district which is the only
forum where the political destiny of the District can
be discussed. No political party in the Mizo Hills
was consulted. 1, as representative of the people of
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that district, was not sounded, neither  were other
M. L. As. Delhi had constlted only a few selected per-
sons who might have agreed to serve them and work
out this plan at the cost of their own people. Since
the discussions were se'c'ret, I do n_dt know what
passed between them, but the thing which has been
given to us now is the annihilation of the Mizo
people politically. When the B_ill came to us, it was
still secret. I was wondering if we had the right to
discuss the Bill, which concerns the fate of our own
people but which is unknown to the people themselves.
This is a proposal which vitally concerns our people,
but we are discussing it here in secret. Is this pro-
per in a democratic country ? Can we discuss any-
thing concerning their welfare or destruction withoyt
consulting them ? This is a proposal to make Mizo
Hills and the North Eastern Frontier Agency, to bhe
named Arunachal, Union Territories. In practice, thig
will be a dictatorial regime. May I ask, are we ip
free India ? Is this not a democratic country ? How
can we instal a dictatorial regime in any part of the
country ? How can we dictate to any people, who
are equal to others ? Therefore, I submit, Sir, that
this is negation of the principle of Indian democracy
itself. This is the only example I think in the whole
world. There has never been a case where dictatorship
exists within democracy. But we are going to do it
here. This Bill seeks to disintegrate the entire North
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Eastern Region of India, it seeks to kill some people
politically and it seeks to classify the people of North

_Eastern Region of India into various categories. It

seeks to introduce an administration which will dictate

the terms and the way in which the people should
live, and it will kill the political existence of their
society. What I would suggest briefly is, as we have
said, we have missed the chance to unite the Eastern
Region, that the second chance is still open to US.
Let us be united in another way and that is, since
we have separated Nagaland and Meghalaya, let us
give each of these units equal status where the Mizo
people also will feel that they have also been given
the same rights as have been given to their brothers.
The people there, will have ceased to have any gru-
dge against anybody and therefore if that is done,
the feeling of co-operation and accommodation  will

exist between the people of the hills and the plains
and the harmony that we propose to bring will be
possible.

With these few words I thank you for giving me

this chance to speak.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed— Sir, I would like to have

a clarification from the hon. Member. Whether the
hon. Member is opposing the Bill as such or he

secks certain amendment of Section 6 ? Does he want
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that Mizo Hills should be a full-fledged State and
the adjoining areas where there are Mizo people sho-

uld be integrated to that district ? Does he oppose
this Bill as such or he seeks some amendment of the
Bill ?

Shri L. Chinzah— What T was suggesting was that
since we have started disintegrating this area, let ys
do it in such a way that everybody feels satisfied
and in the atmosphere of satisfaction and . content-
ment love and fellow feeling will be renewed.

When Nagaland and Meghalay have been given cer.

tain rights, why refuse the same right to the people
of Mizo Hills and NEFA ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Suppose we in this
House propose that Mizo Hills should be with  the

rest of Assam, will there be any objection from hjg
side ?

Shri L. Chinzah —Since the hon. Member has drawn
me to that let me say that we are now in g full-
fledged State and therefore going back to an admini.-
strator; we do not know what type of administration
he will bring will be a backward step for us. There-
fore, whatever may be the demand in - this North.
Eastern Region the best thing would have been, as
I have stated, to give a solution to each of the
political - demands.  Since we have already - separated
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Nagaland and Meghalaya why, should we deprive
others 2 Why should we force this Bill which will
condemn our own State ? If that is not possible,
the status-quo could definitely continue.

Shri Phani Bora — Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is very
serious matter which is under discussion and 1 do
not think that this matter is a subject which should
be discussed from any sectarian political aim. It
should be discussed with an open mind based on
analysis of the objective conditions. ~What is the
condition that is prevailing in the North-Eastern Region
as a whole ? 'Mr. Speaker, Sir, if anybody asked
me ‘are you glad that this type of Re-organisation
Bill had to be brought about or is being brought
about’ ? I would say, ‘I am not glad’. But what
is the alternative ? We are to apply our mind to
see whether there was any alternative or not. Sir, I
myself as an individual as well as on behalf of my
party I welcome the autonomous rights of various
degrees that are sought to be conferred to the people
of Meghalya, Mizo Hills and to the people of NEFA,
Manipur and Tripura. Unfortunately in the Indian
Constitution there is only one kind of autonomy and
there is no other kind of autonomy for the different
people to enjoy and that is a State. There is another
kind of right which is being given 'in the case of India
and that is the Union Territory. Mr. Speaker, Sifs
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Union Territory is a thing which is not welcomed
because the experience of Union Territory shows that
it does not satisfy the aspiration of the people. No
full democracy is allowed under an arrangement of
Union Territory. Then there is another type of auto-
nomy which was. specifically applied in the case of
Hills Areas of Assam under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution. But that was also found to be not
only inadequate but is was opposed by the people
who enjoyed it. Now, what is the soluticn to the
problems of tribes and growing nationalities which is
cropping up every day ¢ Sir, if I em allowed to say
I would tell this House that this is not only in the
State of Assam and around it that different sections
of people are rising, demanding separation from the
State; in the coming years in India there are going
to be many more States. The people particularly ‘the
people belonging to the various tribes have started
agitating. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not want to blame
anybody. I do not want to take advantage of the
situation to get some benefit for partisan political purposes.
Because that will sidetrack the real and objective issue
and put the people into confusion. I am really feeling
very much pained for the disintegration of the State. T am
vot at all happy. If I am to blame any body, I will first
blame the British, the foreign rulers who ruled in a parti-
cular way. They did not allow to develop our State
in the natural process and they did not allow econo-
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mic and cultural collaboration of different people living
around the Brahmaputra Valley. They always tried to
keep us away from each other so that natural process
of integration does not take place. Afterwards when
the Britishers were out, the Congress rule came. The
Congress 'was not prepared to undo the mischief al-
ready done by ‘the Imperialist. Besides, the Britishers
allowed the foreign capital to flow into Assam, specially
in the Brahmaputra Valley, along with migration of
capital class of people was. also brought to Assam.
They planned very carefully to see that the tribal
living in the hills could not migrate to the Brahma-
putra 'Valley and vice versa and thereby prevented
economic and cultural collaboration with the people
of the Brahmaputra Vailey and the Hills. If they
would have been allowed to. come in contact, there
would have arisen a big nationality centering around
the Brahmaputra rtiver. If any student of history
studies the formation and growth of any nationality in
the world, he would know how a nationality grows.
for example, had the English language and English
pationality developed. What we find ? . How it is
developed 2 It is just like the development Of the
mighty Brahmaputa: The Brahmaputra has become
big not by itself, it became big because of the num=
erous rivers, tributaries flowing from all sides mixed
with its main current without restrictions. The Brahma-
putra can assimilate the water flowing from Nagaland,
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from Abor Hills and other hills which make it a
mighty river in India. Sir, there would have been
the same devlopment had there been no British Policy
of division and if the natural process of economic
and cultural collaboration between the plains and Hills
of this region would have found its natural flow with-
out hindrance, and we would not have to face this
problem as we are facing today. The objective condi-
tions would have been quite different. But that was
not allowed by the Britishers. Then Congress came
to power. Let us look back. Yes, I quite agree with
the hon. Member Shri Sarma of the Congress Party,
I am not sure whether he is a member of the Con-
gress party or not, that in 1921, or so some educa-
ted few elites of different hills tried to claim {hejr
separate identity like the educated Assamese elite, long
before that trying to submit memorandum, before the
Britishers claiming that Assamese language should be
recognised and Assam should be a separate State and
not a Commissoner’s State tagged to Bengal. Like that
a few hill people getting western education thought
that their right and privilege should be preserved.
Then a movement took place. 'But masses were not
moving around them then bui later as in the recent
years the masses are 1.oving more and more, why 1t
It is simply because there are disruptive forces work-
ing for disruption without any objective basis in the
situation ? No. Why the masses of the FHills and

W —
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plains were so friendly without any antagonism at

one time became hostile later » Did really the Assamese

people any why disturb or exploit the common masses

of Nagaland for which antagonism between the Nagas
and the Assamese developed ? No, nothing of the
sort. So then what are the reasons of growing sepa-
ration movement in the  Hills #? Mr. Speaker, Sir,the
capitalist development in India after independence has
it own contribution towards this situation. Along with
the development of capitalist relations in every nation-
ality or tribal groups a section of a middle class and
bourgeousic elements have grown and form tribalism
they. have developed into capitalist relations. Together
with this development the urge for development of it
own personality, language, culture, economy and trade
and for that the urge for political power became stron-
ger.- I am sure that instead of capitalism if there
had been socialist development since Independence quite
a different nature of development would have taken

place towards more integafion @ based on equality of
all.

If this truth is not realised and acted accordingly
we shall not be able to solve this problem even in
future. 1 want to say that the separation is inevitable.
What is the use of shedding tears and what is the
use of crying 3 What is the use of blaming Indira
Gandhi, Pandit Nehru 3 I remember in 1955, I stood
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for autonomy to Naga people, not for a separate State.
IEven we submitted a memorandum on that sccre. I
wrote a booklet about Naga issue. It was circulated
widely. Therefore, at that time I did not accept
a separate State but I pleaded for the autonomy. It
did not satify the Naga people. We had to revise
our stand. We supported the Statehood of the Naga-
land. So, who is to be blamed ? What is the use
of blaming Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru for separating Naga-
land ? Was it not Jawaharlal Nehru who said, ‘With
the Naga blood, the Naga Hills will be red, even then
I am not going to give independence or such thing.”
Did not he say this at Silghat on board the steamer ?
He told it. It is not because Jawaharlal Nehru want-
ed to bifurcate or disintegrate the State, it is because
under compulsion . he had to concede and we had to
support. Why should we then blame him unnecessarily ?
Now, again about this Meghalaya. First of all, they
demanded extension of autonomy. Did we accept it ?

Then came the demand for Scottish Pattern. Did we
accept tt ? We did not.

Then came Pataskar Commission’s recommendation
but we did not accept it either. Then came the dem-
and for separation—sgparate Hill State. We opposed.
Then we wanted to give more than Pataskar Comumi-
ssion’s recommendations by Mehta Committee’s reco-
mmendations. Why should we mnot be a Ilittle self.
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critical 7 Sir, we 8 brothers are today living together,
but if tomorrow I am to divide I would be feeling
very much pain, But if nobody wants to go to the
field to plough and everybody is quarrelling, at home
all along, what should I do then ? With a painful
heart I would have to agree to part. Therefore, Sir,
it is inevitable. If we can see things a bit earlier it
is better. This is the inevitable development of the
present society. Today in place of the capitalist society
which is being built by the Congress... (A voice : Itis
a stale thing, can’t we hear something new ?). One
must understand how a man is born, whether it is
born out of clay and only the life is given by Bra-
hma, or it is born out of something of natural science
then alone men can think of change of society.
Otherwise he will sit for the Brahma and bring ‘Kalki’
and destroy the old for a new. The hon. Member
should try to learn some new thing. When I say that
separation is inevitable I do not take it for granted
that for every people this separation is inevitable.
Today, as I said, development of capitalism has taken its
own course. If today the Naga people are exploited by
some outside businessmen coming from somewhere else, if
somebody comes and establishes a factory when the
Naga businessmen come to the stage of development
they will find that in their territory these outside
fellows are going to rule over them, and that therefore
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they much be thrown out for which they must have
power ficst in their own hands. There comes the
question of a separate State. Is it not a fact that Assam
was dominated by the British monopolists along with
the migration of big business capitalists from other
States ? Did it not retard the growth of indigenous
capitalists; is it not a fact that the indigenous capit-
alists came to the conclusion that the capitalists from
outside are dominating the people of Assam and that
they need protection » Is it not a strugele /6f the
people of Assam that these industries should be man-
aged by the people of State ? As a result of this
process there comes the question that a new Centre-
State relationship be built up on the basis of the
amendment to the Constitution— a new relationship
between the Centre and the States. Some people are
saying that every State must have the right to secenion.
I say it is not only dangerous to the development
of unity of the revolutionary and democractic forces
in India, it is dangerous for the development of the
weaker States like Assam or Meghalaya as well. I do
not subscribe to that kind of theory, that every State
must have the right to secede. Byt should we not
look into this problem as a rea] problem that a new
relationship  between the Centre ang the State is
to come about. Don’t the Assam leaders feel like
that ? If they do not then why they always go to

Al e . aasd
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Delhi and try to persuade the Government of India
people for developing this or that industry in the
State ? Have we ever tried to understand this problem
as to where from it has arisen ? If it is true in
our case it is true in the case of the Mizos, it is
true in the case of the Khasis, Manipuris and others.
If we want to have our rights and privileges to mould
our own future, we must also recognise the right of
other people to mould their own future by themselves,
From that point of view I look upon this kind of
proposal for re-organisation. If there had been public
sector industries and commerce coming up at Gauhati.
Silchar, Sibsagar, Nowgong and other places where
our tribal brethren from the hills could come and
could take their rightful place in the industries and
commercial establishments things would "have been

dffierent and then a greater Assam would have been
there on the basis of equality. If Mr. Chinza is now

in the present-state of development it is because that
kind of bourgeoise development has not taken place
there. There are no such businessmen or industrialists
who can give a line to the formation and development
of a new nationality. The Baster people of M. P. are
a tribal people and have no education, But I can
tell you that in the coming years these Bastar Tribes
when their sons and dughters become educated and
go to employ themselves in industres, business and
commerce then nobody on earth can keep them in
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the same state as they are today. In the case of
the Nepali people of Darjeeling, the same thing  will
happen and go to all tribes of today of India.

So, Sir, it is a historical truth and this historical
truth has got to be reckoned with. If we are separ-
ated today, and if we give them autonomy up to the
stage of Statehood on that basis, a new situation will
be created. It will come, I hope, in our life time ;
it may take time. A day will come when the entire north
eastern region will be united on the basis of equality with
a new relationship between the units. Manipur. Tripura,
Nagaland, N. E. F. A., Assam, Meghalaya and Mizo
Hills—all the people of these areas will be united
again. That should be our motto and that should
be our aim; but not only our aim but it should be
the aim of all the people of the entire region,

and

in order to bring about that situation, you will not

have to keep anything which perpetuates the basis of
conflicts and contradictions between the units of the

regions. These conflicts and contradictions, if they

reactionary

areas of the
hills and Assam will be disrupted and they will find

persist, then it will be exploited by the
people and progressive forces in different

it very difficult to unite together on g common plat-

form because the exploiting class of these regions will

always try, as the Britishers tried, to put one against

the other and they will always try to keep the people
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divided. The unity and emotional integrity of the
people of these regions can come only on the basis
of unity of the people. Therefore, today I am not
envisaging any federation of the whols region;
I am not envisaging any North Eastern Coun-
cil of the whole region. If we try to bring about
artificial wnity that will harm the process of real unity
and integration of the pcopie. Therefore, at the
moment, I am against North Eastern Councily I am
against any federation for the whole region; I am for
giving complete authority . and comrlete right to the
people, Why not Mizo Hills be a State; it will not
be viable. Is Nagaland a viable State; I want to. know;
is Mezhalaya a viable Sate economically at the present
moment » Once viability is given a good-bye why it
is to be applied in the case of Mizo Hills alone ?
Since in' the Constitution there is no other means by
means of which autonomy can be exercised except
State-hood why not fuil-fledged State 1o the Mizo ?
I know there are difficulties. If five Ministers are to
be maintained, lots of money will have toc be spent;
so many cars and buildings are to be maintained
and if Governors for each and every State are to
be given then whele amount of money will have to
be given for Minsters and Governors and nothing will
remain for the development of the regions. 1 say
that the people will coasider then as to what is the

way of development of their regions. So, give them
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the opportunity, full opportunity and right to decide
their own future. It is not the counsel of despair;
it is based on scientific analysis of situation on the
basis of Marxism and Leninism. If we allow a child
to grow to the prime of his youth unfettered whether
he is black or white or brown, that does not matter
after he gets maturity, he will know what is to be
done, what is better for his people and what js good
for the other people as well. Fully grown personalities
of the region will decide the future of the entire Iegion;

My boys and children, they v_vi]l think as how to buﬂd.

a new region, and the sons and daughters of my
friends— Mr. W. Sangma and Mr. Thanglura, they will
decide together. I know they will come together and
build a new society ofequa.lity and common prosperity.

I do not think that this States Reorganisation pro-
posal with regard to Assam is complete; T never
thought so that it is once for all finished. Anybody may
accuse me that this fellow for some other reasons wants
some form of bifurcation. It does not depend on me or
hor’ble Shri Sarmah, this is the process of history; this is
the process of development of history. I am only reading
the history in advance. That is the difference. Cachar is
a place, a region for which we hav: given separate
language. /Assamese language is the regional language
of Assam but not of Cachar. Have we not recog-
nised speciality and special - entity of Cachar in the
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Language Bill ? Tt is not a fact that had there been
no Pakistan in between during the time of States
Reorganisation, Cachar would have been a part of:
Bengal ¢ Is it not a fact ? I have got many friends
here who do not know history and whodo not reco-
gnise the reality. Once up:n a time Cachar was under
Cachari kings; then if it is demanded that it should
be an Assamese land will it be justified ? Once upon
a time Ahoms came from Patkai and some of their
brothers are there still and how can they claim like
Chinese that these people were of my race and so
demand Assam or the Sibsagar district ~for them ?
Will it be justified and scientific » From that point
of view, whatever happened in the past, Cachar is
for all practical purposes a separate entity. Language—
Culture — Geography — is not Assam Vallgy and Cachar
separate geographycal entity, is not tradition different;
economy of course Cachar’s economy and Assam Valley’s
economy is more or less similar. But then geography
is a very big factor, language is a very big factor,
culture is a big factor ? This is why some people
are demanding separate Union Territory. Well, if the
people of Cachar who are now enjoying full demo-
cracy, it will be rather derogatory to the people of
Cachar to have Union Territory. If they are to be
given a status, they should be given a separate
statehood. Well, some people are demandingit now
and in future more people are going to demand and
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therefore I say this is not the last re-organisation of
Assam, this is not the last. I know, if that is so
why not Kamatapur, why not Tai Mongolia, Ujoni
Assam and something like that, why not they will
ask ? Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I am to be a bit frank,
I would say that the Brahmaputra Valley, historically,
culturally, economically, lirguistically, geographically s
one entity. There is nobody cn earth born of what-
ever it is, none will be able to bifurcate the Brah-
maputra Valley—none, I want to say, I say it emph-
atically, history will not rermit, the people of Assam
will not permit, geography will not permit, economy
will not permit, tradition will not permit, nothing will
Permit  anybdy to Dbifurcate  the Brahma-
putra Valley and this Brahmaputra Valley is going
to be and is bound 1o be the seat of the Assamese
culture, Assamese people, in the Indian Continent.
So please don’t raise the bogey of disintegration of
even Assam Valley. Once this unified, integrated Brap-
1apuira Valley is built up, I say the people of Brah-
.maputra Valley will be able to build itself and play
1ts part as unifier as a friend, as a guide to all our
brothers around jt. Not as a ruler, not as

a big
brother but as an equal partoer-a forward P

eople,
advanced People in the entire region, Numerically also
strongest people. (Opnce you can do it that i5 the
best guarantee to fight out, all kinds of fissiparous
tendencies, all kinds of divisive tendincics, all kinds
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of disruptive tendencies. Mr. Speaker, Sir, yes, T will
be criticised but I do not think that one should be
afraid of any criticism. I do not think one should
be afraid of saying things which are coming tomorrow.
When I said acceot separate Statehood for the hills
people, everybody attacked us, everybody attacked the
Communist Party, everybody said that this party wants
to disintegrate the State of Assam. Later on every-
body came and said, yes, if it is an autonomous
State, why not a full-fledged State ? And why not
give it early— the sooner the better. Those peopie
who were opposing us started saying, please the sooner
the better, As soon as possible, separation, as soon
as possible capital of Assam should be taken away
somewhere, even if our people who will go along
with the Capital will not have a place to live in.
Well, why ? That is why I say, what is coming
I say in advance and naturally if I wanted to play
some political tricks, I would not have said so. I am
saying it frankly for the benefit of the democratic
and progressive movement allthroughout the region.
For the benefit of the progressive and democratic
movement of the region and not for the benefit of
a Party.

Now, coming to Bill, the provisions of the Bill.
After supporting the autonomous rights that are sought
to be conferred to these different regions I would say
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that before it is finalised the ~Government of Assam,
because we do mnot know— we do not have the
opportunity to go and speak in the Parliament where
these things will be passed and unfortunately for the
people of Assam this time there is not a single soul
from the oppossition — will have to bear the whole
burden, the whole burden will have , to be borne by
the Congress Party. They will have to see to it that
these provisions which are not really helpful for the
process of development which we desire, these provi-
sions are altered through the Government approach
as well as through their representatives in the Parlia-
ment because there is no representative in the Parlia-
ment from the opposition from Assam. Here I want
to mention certain facts with regard. to  the
Capital. The Chief Minister said that the capiﬁal
will be here and they will remain here for
three years. But these three years, since a separate
Meghalaya is constituted, legally this Assembly House
will also belong to the territory of Meghalaya —legally and
constitutionally. So, the existence of the capital of Assam
at Shillong will be at the good grace of my friends of the
Meghalaya Government. Therefore, while this Bill is going
to be passed, I want to say, that till the shifting of the
capital from Shillong the present status quo should
be maintained. I do not agree that the capital should
be taken out just now even under some sort of tem-
porary arrangement, because I know the Government
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will be able to erect some thatched houses for the
offices though no arrangement for the officers, for
the clerks, for the peons—1 know, will be made, I
live at Gauhati paying a rent of Rs. 150 per month
for two rooms and every day I am asked by the
owner to get out of the house saying that he would
get Rs. 250 per month as soon as I vacate the house, but
I am not finding a house and that is the condition
for me, it is clear what would happen to the 50,000
employees. What will happen to the petty officers 9
Where will they remain ? Whatever offices have been
transferred to Gauhati I know, in what wrteched cond-
ition the clerks and other staff are living. Therefore, the
whole matter has got to be very carefully considered.
At the same time it should also be seen that we
are not to live as somebodys “Alahi” (guest) at the
mercy of somebody. Therefore, while this Constitu-
tion Amendment Bill is passed some temporary arran-
gement or provision will have to be made there that
so long as the capital is not shifted the present capi:
tal will remain urder the control of the Government
of Assam. I do not want to hurt the feelings of
my Meghalaya friends; I want Meghalaya should pro-
sper, they should be strong enough. Then, the transfer of
capital is- not a matter which can be decided within
a moment. Even if the place is decided within the
next one month, which I hope, the Government Wwill
do, the capital cannot be transferred so quickly, and
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in this case up to that time the Central Govornment
and Parliament will have to be impressed that so long
as the capital remains here we will have the power

over it so that we remain in our own territory with
dignity.

Secondly, we have agreed to the formation of a
separate State of Meghaluya, but at the same time,
ds soon as the separate State of Meghalaya is created
the responsibility of building the new capital of Assam
in the plains will have to be borne by the Central
Government entitely. Whether the assets and liability
division provids us with so much of money for con-
struction of the new capital I do not know, but for
building the capital which has come as a result of
the bifurcation of Assam the entire responsibility must
be borne by the Government of India and the requi-
red amount of money, whether it is 100 crores or
80 crores will have to be provided by the Govern-
ment of India. That should be made very clear while
passing the Bill amending the Constitution.

Now, about the High Court too. When the High
Court is to be run through the regional language, if
it remains the High Court for the whule region will
it not be difficult to have the introduction of the
regional langvage in the High Court ? What is the
status of the regional language in relation to the
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judiciary ? How a language is developed ? When we
speak of judiciary, when we sptak of economics and
other technical subjects we do not find proper terms
in the regional language. A language develops when
it is practised through the Universities, through the
colleges, through courts, etc. Therefore, this aspect
has got to be considered. I also know the difficuities
of having High Courts for small States. That difficu-
Ity has also got to be considercd carefully. 1 donot
say that let them go to hell. 1 want to say that this
should be considered carcfully as to hcw a solution
could be brought about. I want to know from the
Government how they are going to solve this problem
of introduction of regional language, as in the case
of Gauhati High Court being the High Court for
the States of Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura, Meghalaya,
Assam and Arunachal. Please find out, and if I am
covinced, T am for it.

Then, Sir, there is another problem with regard to
joint cadre- I think the joint cadre is helpful from
some point of view. If we discuss it from some angle,
some amount of difficulty is there. Will it not bring
certain coatradiction and conflict between Meghalaya
and us ? Will it not create some new source of
disunity and disruption ? 1 want that this type of
thing should not exist. Now, according to me the
joint cadre which has been envisaged should be avoided,
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It may be difficult for Meghalaya to manage these
things in such a small area. This is the problem. But
from the past experience I feel that with regard to
joint cadre, with regard to joint Financial Corpora-
tion, with regard to Transport organisation and the
Electricity Board being joint organisation some problems
are bound to crop up. Hence these things should be
left to the concerned States to agree or dis-agree by
laterally or multi-lateral agreement.

Now regarding Cachar it is in Assam but my friend
Shri Altaf Hossein Mazumdar yesterday said, ‘well
whether Cachar will remain in Assam or not very
much depends on the goodwill ot the people of Assam”.
What is the meaning of that I do mnot know. Of

course, I do not blame him. The people of Cachar
feel that they are neglected. Geographically they are
isolated and naturally they feel that they are discri-
minated. Our food is limited and the bellies are more;
there isa sort of (ug-of-war how to get more out
of whatever is available. That is the trouble. So if
this joint organisation functions under joint administr-
ation then I am afraid, in the matter of employment,
in the matter of allocation of finances from the Finan-
cial Corporation there will be some ieactionary and
separatist forces always to put the blame against others
and thereby keep the forces of permanent division
alive among us. As my friend Chinzah said, I also
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agree. What is the contradiction between him and
me ? I am not going to set up an industry and
exploit the raw-materials in Mizo territory and he is
not coming to snatch away the paddy from my field.
Between his people and my people there is no con-
tradiction and conflict. But still then we are separ-
ating ourselves. Why ¢ Because of all these things
that took place during this period.

Therefore, if tomorrow we are to come together
again as Mr. Chinzah said—this is also my feeling
as well, a day should come when we will all live toge-
ther and this kind of a House, I mean, may be that
there is a klouse of the people and House of the
national represetatives. ~ 1 do mnot know whether it
will come or not, but I am thinking like this. We
are opposed to the idea of a North Eastern Council
now, for various reasons such a Council will hamper
progress and integrated development which is supposed
to be the aim. How? For example now in Assam
so many roads are already nationalised. Henceforward
all road nationalisation work takes place here and
not there. So long the Financial Corporation is there
they will say that so much of money is allotted for
such and such work and it should be spent here now.
To-day we are getting the oil refinery and another
100 crores will be spent for refinery for Petro Chemi-
cal Complex in Assam. Tomorrow when the North-
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Bastern Council will come and find that rupees 200
crores earmarksd for this region, and the constituents
are to decide how much for which region, what
project for which region etc., there will be tug of
war as to whether Loktag or Kapili Valley or Borak
Project # if it happens like this then what will happen ?
The Assam people will shout against Meghalaya. The
Meghalaya people will stand behiad their representatives
and say somelhing against Assam, and these things will go
on. Sanity will not prevail— democracy will be disrupted.
Therefore, Sir, these are the matiers on which we
should consider so that thsse types of things do not
exist while re-organisation takes place. My suggestion
here will be all these aspects should be reviewed and
we should formulate a clear cut policy. I can very
frankly speak that if the State Electricity Board is to
be conducted by both Assam and Meghalaya then
there will be misgivings. We should sit together and
come to certain agreement and we should not impose
anything on the other. If the Rvad Transport Orga-
nisation is to be maintained as a joint venture then
all the beneficiaries should come to certain agreement
by themselves. Let all of us sit together and decide
our courss of action and take certain decision in
this regard for our common interest based on our experi-
ences. For that every unit of the region must be

allowed full right of autonomy. Autonomy may come
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first, allow them to enjoy the fruits of it and then
alone other things; all thess things may not be incor-
porated in the constitution. And these things should
be left to bz decided by different units concerned.
We cannot do it ourselves. Now, Sir, the right of
autonomy is a just right and it should be accepted
without any reservation. The power of enjoyment of
rights or autonomy should be given to the people of
different regions; right to autonomy of people will
only strengthen the unity in diversity. And we for
ourselves will see that the obstacles standing on the
way to unity and integrity of the people are removed,
and on the basis of equality there should be unity
in diversity which is our aim and we should pursue
this policy. I may say, Sir, that this is the surest
way of strengthening our region, nay, the whole of
Indian unity and strength. Thank you, Sir.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — What arrangements have
been made for submission of the proceedings.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister)—
We are seeking 2/3 days more time.
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ADJOURNMENT

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A. M. Monday,
the Ist November, 1971.

Shillong U. Tahbildar,
The 1st November, 1971 Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam



