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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the
Fourth General Elections under the
Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India,

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A M. on Wednesday the 3rd November, 1971

PRESENT

Shri Mohi Kanta Das, M.A., BL., Speaker, in the
Chair, Thirteen Ministers, Eight Ministers of —State,
Three Deputy Mlnisters and Fifty-four Members.

STARRED
QUESTIONS AMND ANSWERS
( To which oral answers were given )

Re : Paper Mill Project

Shri Phani Bora asked -

*37. Will the Minijster-in-charge of Industries- be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether the Paper Mill Project for the District
of Nowgong has been finalised and sanction
obtained from the Planning Commission ?

(b) If so, when the work of the Project will be
started ?

(c) Whether the location of the Project has been
finalised ?
Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, Industries) replied :

37. (a)—During a discussion with the Prime Minis-ter
at Delhi on 13th July, 1971 was learnt that the Planning




9 QUESTIONS [3rd Nov.

Minister has agreed to this Project. It is not known
whether the Final Project Report for this Mill has
been prepared and whether it has been formally
approved by the Planning Commission.

(b)—This is not known at present;

(c)—No.

Sir, for the information of the House, I beg to inform
that the Chief Minister has received a letter a few days
back from the Union Minister, Industries Development
staying that the Central Cabinet has approved the Projects
for both Nowgong and Cachar,

, Shri Phani Bora—I wanted to know the location
of this Project ; whether the location of this Project has
also been finalised ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Not yet.

Shri Phani Bora—How long it will take, according
to our government, to finalise the project report ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Sir, this is a matter for the
government of Indiato decide. We have been pressing
the Govt. of India for a long time to finalise about
the location as well as the Project Report.. = °

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami—<iqj% wgafwy, (Ziei2d
I IARE T B FloE I S FU O 020y @A 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma— =iify «isl ©q| =tz ; Paper-
Corporation « % ©lf<rg | .

Shri Phani Bora—w41% wrztva, Paper Corporation @
Directly 13t (31 WHY 53377 F9A© @A ifA 3090

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Directly 373 |

Shri Phani Bora— (s &raiti #izial faegi a2 7 1.

Shri Biswadev Sarma—f3sifars | wtqis wfEsig (572
ate (@&raa el figure wifiral @taE 4Rz |
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1991] QUIESTIONS 3

Shri Promode Ch. Gogoi —Whether the government
will examine the feasibility of setting up third paper
mill in Upper Assam where there are raw materials for
such paper mill ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma—We have got already thre.e
paper mills on the anvil. I do not know whether 1t
would, be feasible to have another paper mill. We can

refer to jhe Govt. of India about this question.

M. A. Mussawwir Choudhury—May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister the amount of money tha_t Wl‘“ be
involved for this Project ? -

Shri Biswadev Sarma—On a very rough estimate,
I.can say that the.amount would be about 23;crores.

Jonab Rahimuddin Ahmed— wg7m Ar2{wd, A2 @bl F41 F9
feifitel | xtet3s Paper mill zq gfér Siq 531 commit-
ment fire s Survey IR wFwa sife Sgae Diclaras
tion farg | site Bt TAE B ke 331 79 3fF CTN!
AT 394 1

.Sri Biswadev -Sarma—Expert Committeg, g ST

@Etes fdtsy sRfE, @3 513 wwige (2R %P o2
fRetfig |

Sri Atul Chandra Goswami—(zistss  Paper Mil
FRE R “RORS? 29 B5l wa (s qiw Fiaed AT [
29 (12 AR AN oTorg 27 7 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma— %3751 251 Affluent discharge
339 T A AT w9317 @12 AN Fold |

Shri Debeswar Sarmah— s« qrztww, Peper Corpord:
tion § wFEq fRT1 wR¥ i 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma-~Paper Corporation (&2 Govt.
of India 3, SIS WA s 12 s g et 3fon widT F@H
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Jonab Rahimuddin Ahmed—Paper Mill Fia® =iy
54T TOHIS 12 @

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Paper Mill g Location Expert
Committee @ 3% F73 =% =AY 5IF(AI IS AFE| ANWMS
STATGA IS |

Shri Lakshyadhar Choudhury—-—Paper Mill 3 =tara fa
@257 B1aF SAfrm fagl 22tz (SEEAIFT HIFIRY FAT Aq
33l A M9l Cste o ¢ '

Shri Biswadev Sarma—catgati Paper Mill 3 ztatq
AN 5N 2f¥ fral 0zie |

Shri Lakshyadhar Choudhury—®i® I021d,  BIFIY
WA A SIFA AT 4 AR IR IS Afi
Tl B (3G G g ¢

" Shri Biswadev Sarma—gifrfgts 196 2% 53 T
@R IR SEEhT S e | 2fONT ©R R

3| (72 |
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—siifir «2 f6f3 #ii%tal  (wé-

@F 53 IV GRS wzy, srawa i1 4R GEETT FER
CE AR | W odnE A @iF e f@e wel
4fY @2 T4 FARMCA | ares wra TRE T 28 HAtdz

Shri Biswadev Sarma—syqm @Y, @2 IUMH 72
Ff2AZ G At |

Shri Debeswar Sarmah—eig Frzivd, @fedl 3ta @
Paper Mill Govt, of India q institution, e@wae I g
Paper Mill %77 29 ote =i migzd fatw Fa g
FfAIAA 1

Shri Biswadev Sarma—q«3 fRarg 52 SF IUEIE ©fqe
5AAT T WiEca gl wie SN AT @ffrmd faqtg
| (TTUT FFH ST |



1971] QUESTIONS 5
Re : Paper Mills

Shri Dula! Chandra Barua asked :

#38. Will the Minister-in-charge of Industries be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether the proposals for setting up Paper
Mills-at Silchar and Hojai have been finalised ?

(b) If so, whether preference would be given to the
local bona fide persons in the matter of employ-
ment in different capacities in those Mills ?

() What is the extent of financial involvement
proposed by ‘the Government for such Mills?

(d) Whether the Government of India will be
approached for financial in this regard ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, [ndustries) replied :

38. (a)—The Project Reports for the two (2) Proposed
Paper “Mills in Cachar and Nowgong Districts are
still to be finalised.

(b)—The general questions of giving preference -to
local persons in employment has been taken up by
the State Government with the Government of India.

(¢) & (d)—The 2 proposed mills would be set up
not by State Government ‘but by the Hindustan Paper
Corporation Ltd.,, a Government of India undertaking.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua -May [ know from the
Hon. Minister whether it is a fact the sites that have
been selected for both Cachar and Nowgong - have
been rejected by the Govt. of India Expert Committee i

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Sir, the Assam Government
has not selected any site whatsoever for the Paper
Mill which is to be set up by the Hindusthan Paper
Corporation Limited. Their experts came and they
have not been able to finalise any site uptil now.
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Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—=i4;=% rzivg, ©{I®
53%13g A f¥emt wai Paper Corporation @ (312 512 4=
Paper Mill Industry 3 sfqed w@eige Ifor Rewwal sfe,
«feql #ié oy st size Paper Mill stefy FRd i
IR T @2 ATA WA 577 SRA ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma—cetd (31 fAmiey 391 iz
Al 12 | '

Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Ci-M-) i I
TR Zi@2 one FoRT anIe Paper Mill Aetq «fi fata
B it @il zfes | ofige PR wRRENE @ frare
Expert Committee F 513 feiva S fata =® @12 sl
2oty B Rt 291w 37 05z |
@i@E =iF Ftelve @3 gorae. Paper Mill #teq w333
FA LS @Bl BryPera FEE @TEi 2f@; o HAre
frgta erfel ol frarq gRed A8 B A 3R s
«b{ expert committee fage Tz | g3 'Committee 3
3Ty B+ ATH IR iz |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Expert Committee €] C?Mﬁ
o3y IR AT Foride Ak Paper Mill #iety g) wifss
@ztet Reject 3tz et Govt. of India 3 @2 recommenda-
tion (B A R Afera i e A Frawt
Y WA G S13e Siif%3ta BimiE @RS S 599N
eitatl !

Shri Biswadev Sarma—cetagal @ 9T @ ot
42| @R @Sl CRYF epst agst Union Sggel a@ree Tele-
gram I T NS wifin fretifeai | feg site sogg
wift Q¥ T AN | ey JUR Srediard o5 439
2z o1t® (Ees! Cabinate « i #ficg |

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—sstté ferts wifaiato

]
-




1971] QUESTIONS 7

Wi Aoy fReEts @I eTirsl-oftre @Bl site selection
A2 ; @261 T 753 7

Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M)  —«&rBi site 51302
Moulana Abdul Jalil Chowdhury—STiFis AT (F1 &=
stz ertzel Select wraferas Paper Mill @7 §9 @ SfEe
AGFIA Ard A2 A% gl (20e e (4 1

Shri Biswadey Sarma—sia @ @l @fa Site 4
79 g 13| Ffad @awe Paper Mill @iy 23, @GR
@17 Brafe 23 913 |

Moulana Abdul Jalil Chowdhury—cstetta fiief Btei T
FiRICe A1 Sl fowy, @i wtfe @a =iesl f=en e

Shri Biswadey Sarma —g{gires a0 =l {2 |

Moulana Abdul Jalil Chowdhury —«2 F{ei® & (IFMH
AT A G (@ B A @R FRd Awel BaA (A
S N0 @ Rreeiies B @ Soe | AR ol
Rrsa? @G | Aol opa o e @2 ¥ REHE
I (1 BN v frEe 99 T @R e ({9
T T | @B coelra iR Fleled SRR
ffen crta e Beitn 1 wie wifi <@k oS S TTH
T o Fte, o wtfraE e aE @ T I
WA A dizd BT AT @R PG € AL T
@ fafere Foatd) e @ 4 R fite offra % 1
e 5 o Tnan wfews) a13, el A2, 2@ifi T
TR A eitar frawsl care Afvs ) ZAp FIRIE
«2 Paper Mill 3 @AFtg AR 92 HOEE AL @2eT
wifi wafz, wieten fm ffee, @« fifee gt @ &2
ARSI WIT &> FAaa 7y

Shri Biswadev Sarma— saata sqeista a19E @z T

3% FAIA |
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Shri Phani Bora—aiy @ipaiess ¥@ Tzt a0 @
TN otedtEl @3 f5f3 Af2re woé wife FiwRe Paper
Mill #itfea3 i3 Fary Cabinate « @ fitz | «@fel
U Za (T QUAGIR @rIael A1 qAGRE P iy

Shri Biswadev Sarma—wiifsy fasiitar qtére gast Mill
@t 29 g1 Prime Minister « stiris tofie |

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—wsoite  «@er  fRigsisss
wif2fe 3 (wératT Bofe @R Awme FEw FRE @ It
SATE 29 5 @R I SAFIE GITA 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma—x3 ateizay |

Shri Dulal Chandra Borua— sistse fiq 1 sstizs fa<,
Pre SAF Twotd st | afers AR AEwE sl @R
fRoIRTEl @ FiA =it Fige fFar fng fova® @&@Y 5391
A T = 213 ¢

Shri Biswadev Sarma—33 wiaist witsite (303l @— @y
PE Bma T @2 I BN aEwie SR AT @B
Telegram cattst ciififreri | forw ofF 499 Gital 18 @13
A AN AT 457 ater | '

Shri Dulal Chandra Borua—erity 5ty frrmal 3=
AT RN Teptee efutfe fiate Piorel SR ey
TS IR A 1 0z whm oifere @3 e &
Paper Corporation z7 zfie wiw ST 591 3517 Ay
AT SNFICel fatm aigs s are T @ Atz |

Shri. Biswadev Sarma—3% wisre tarm @ 2o
S4% FIFII TS Nl szl o Dfos ) (e WaoTesn e
M ECRGTENE

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya — ofez 72 % Pri-
vate Sector © fi @251 Corporation wif cotars w1 <ire
©13 FI0A ST A A q1% 2w enife @7 A0 S5t
cofal A2 | @Z0B1 AIE T Geml v Ty



1971] QUESTIONS 9

- Shri Biswadev Sarma—Site 37 @igl a2

Shri Atal Chandra Goswami— (x=ita Sts qZica (3fea
ots N e} Fi9ee AiZE @ g8 Wiz (R Wy w1
ielqT Y Gl i ofere oift @3 feafey =l
4 &9 AN T— 12T ofaTe 29 ST A9RE coieifT & 231

Shri Biswadev Sarma—cofags =97 53T Fley =4l
343 (Tl ofe (Fagls sqaiaq #iF a2 Foé =i FIEES
o o9 il 27, @361 @i FFIF I #F] TRl A

Shri Debeswar Sarmah—=3 @351 391 {ﬁﬁ’f Bi
sif2tel ®If® 3% ity State List 245 (pigl qiF ©te @d IWE—

State List No, 2, item No. 24 ¢ Industries, subject to
provisions of entries 7 and 52 of List 1. Entries 7
and 52 were introduced by constitutional amendment.

List 1, entry 7 : Industries declared by Parliament
by law to be necessary for the purpose of Defence
or for prosecution of war.

Entry 52 : Industries the control of which by the
Union' is declared by the Parliament by law to be
expedient in public interest. :

WY @2 Paper Mill Industry (5 wixty State list®
AT g State development 3 fgsi right e 9
Surrender %71 tzr5 ¢ sfezs Paper Corporation #iFe fis!
fa4it right eifsrr State 3 Tl face @=ee) g Surren-
der 23i tzrz ¢ sifSts wfaye industry i g @ FIR
S GG a1 fn afars zaea tarmy wrer State List

No. 23 ftsl right wite, eregst fa SrésFral i Surren-
der zqi tatm |

Sri Mahendra Mohan Chcu;udhury (c.m.) —eiig «% Paper
Mill 5[%s 77242 581 ofey wite | @2 Paper Mill =1 EIEEE]
ar @fenl fiate wfm) «@ Afwete g 90 SHOES
i 9 (Aifite 312 wiiEfeene Corporation 3 @IS

3
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SRe 53FNT 3T @ifdite | =99 @B fIers Joint Sector 13
@i sfeta o8 3fqz WE St ©&EEe Wfe firg |
Q3B @Y I e [RE investment 1 eimiew AR
fRiEl ARz 23 I @:F Crtet TR (A1 @B Paper
Mill =zt 3T Ftwl 20 @i 5319 @@Es 23| afers
«2751 Joint Sector 3¢ Fieq A I (BT AT | =iy SIS
5413 i o FRAT S0 ARLE G208 s (wdrarre
Tif® 2tz |

Shri Debeswar Sarmah—=g% 2T AT FUB] oifRzig
A, @HFE (erdre & i AR T @R FiE feim |

(T FACE| 2 A @ AR ERIF S Constity.
tional right (giral Surrender RA @ARF 1 &ify gy Ftar
RTR 59T A IR AR AR @Gy f o
GRIGIS] fo67 & 69919 MY AMZ AR @305 eqpag

Reasonable wiq7| wiifisl 241 If1 @F®q epqe 5Tt
T (TR AL |

cae B! SR SR A GRS R qrmier
Aftre foesg | @2 Aoy FFAI feeI® qigl qie, TR ot
G T A, W@ @NF 1A @A gy oy B
witfa ety Constitutional right surrender R
Constitutional right eifq surrender gy T
it @i ifdT @fF 1 Second list wizg Siq e subject
a7 FarE afq assert FfIT @G WY Assembly W iz,
Witz backing Ffyata 573 7 |

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Constitutional rjgy, surrender
(AT FREN A gféeq o7 AR 1 Paper migy gy i
property fiizg wma 54IMI AMEI sy Suin o251 fi
Set-up AT MR @ IS FBINGN fepy gorg woa |
sifsra cFtace Constitutional Right big size Sifeq oter wTifEE
3fer @, Afere =iifi @y 33T gars sl ¢ =it

@fF ¢



1971] QUESTIONS 11

e GoiTE Tite 3atecz FiEN < AifeT A SiferE
Surrender g @ 33t =[F| A3 |

Re : Paper and Palp Mills

Shri Maneswar Boro asked :

*39. Will the Minister-in-charge of Industries be
pleased to state —

(a) Whether the paper and pulp mills will be started
in Nowgong and Cachar Districts,

(b) The total amount which will be required for
the proposed paper and pulp mills ?

(c) Whether any grant has been received for ins-
tallation of these Industries ?

(d) What will be the employment potentiality in
these Industries ?

Shri Biswadev Sarmz (Minister, Industries) replied :
39. (a)—Yes, by Hindustan Paper Corporation Ltd.,
a Government of India undertaking.

(b)—Precise information, should be available only
after the Project Reports for these mills are finalised.

(c)—Does not arise in view of reply to (a) above.

(d) - Precise information would be available only
after the Project Reports for these mills are finalised.

Shri Maneswar Boro—«2 (g fgfes 39l carg mill (Bl
start Wi wie St spEg @91 O aie 26
fazatl @lte 27 sfirg wig 3izg qifEee @fimd fii s 9%
e AR 3 tate fewme sibaiie 1

Shri Biswadev Sarma—Mill (5tg Construction ¥ ¥
qEE @M AZ | sfers @Afimd AR e @l S
2417 I INEBE wiipSlns o2l Ul (g @R (RIS S
5eiTe B CAe | A mwme IR AN R ANHS I
Bz wficel |
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Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—(D)3 Se1w® 313} 7127
(¥t @ precise information regarding employment
potentiality “project report” finalised ¢giafT #ftverz 9 27l
zq | sifere fEamiq Paper Corporation Ltd. ¢ ¢3 Mill 751
515 99 16 Employment protentiality st&mta fass sri*i
T T Y

Shri Biswadev Sarma—«3t5{ equipment ¥ eijqw sy
FF | @Rty mill Gig Beoiwa wAel FRAET s2ee &
of® Sece Lo Indirect employment 2t | HiN{Y S(twcqiq
Mill (81 Stee (3 F 729 |

Shri Dulal Chandra Borua fi=icsi @iate Rizy stwz
a2 @fSqq A7 @ffmd fagte o Sgfdl oiee ¢

Shri Biswadev Sarma—fifey fzzyg /2 3237 @f5ite wiqe
azy afime fr =91 fRmtes 7' sta<r v ¢ Construction g
T I AR R Fie etfFrmd a3 AR Fifag oifyq

Shri Dulal Chandra Borua— (st4®3 IR 211 Stz
IR AR G @ Feme FAILS] CINE Z Bhiq
fel T2 |

Shri Biswadev Sarma— 4fy caviis a1t 399 ez |
a7 @R CUNNR e srte aqtage AR i wify 3
FqIEO LY -

Shri Phani Bora— a1y wiF wieii® § g6l Paper mill
@g T AR Sy w20 Wi enre ved
ARFFNS T 909 o1 | sud sifmaal ofn T30 et At
0 7gqZ T WAMZ| B o qeqq fooqw Paper mill fissg
g7 atfd | M B o R ARET @ fimle
2wl 730 ¥

Shri BiswadeV Sarma—grq, sed sfRsmte «qi tarz |
g A9 T A7 I @pig oz @@ Ree it

-



1971] QUESTIONS 18
@Ets RN @rREl QO aez i AR A2
Project ciiiziaits 33 @RI |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—e9i9 a® oiiaq Expert
a2 I aifzql wigpe fute we wEl TS AR S

4999 WIBI <10 5ISNT @R frg e oiiAe W@ EARER
ofea @ifsig @ifs g

Shri Biswadev Sarma—sriwg igtad 109 «f¥ fregl =231
N IR SIEfR S @ifi|, o ©iF I 92 O [
zesl Training & sty 5978l 23 A1 |

Re : Rise of Price of Essential Commodities

M. Shamsul Huda asked :

#40. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether the Government is aware that -t.he
present rise of price of essential commodities
in the State is going unabated ?

(b) If so, the measures adopted by the Government
in this respect ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that checking of the
present rise of price of essential commodities - in t_he
State is beyond legal power or administrative authority
of the Government ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah (Minister, Supply)
replied \

40. (a)—Yes, in respect of sugar, pluses, M. Oil, etc.,
except rice. '

1 . - equests
(b)—As for measures in this respect various req

Traders
by letters and telegrams were made by thet to move
District Authorities and the State Governmen ment of
the railway authority to regularise the mOVE




14 QUESTIONS (8rd Nov.,

wagons for these essential commodities despite restric-
tions imposed by the Railways so as to avert the appre-
hended scarcity of the commodities in Assam, As these
measures bore no fruit the matter was further taken
up with the Railway authority in a top level meeting
at Shillong and in meeting held on 22nd August, 1971,
with the State Government officials the Railway Board
agreed to make the following number of wagons for
essential commodities available on ad-hoc basis for
movement by special trians from outside Assam to Station
new Gauhati only,

1. Sugar ... 1000 wagons.
2, Salt T Yo 99001 To 53
35 PUISes, = ot 600,
Al JULAOE 9 St
5. Coke 50

bk

Accordingly, this special movement programme has
already been sponsored by this Government and some
of the commodities have since arrived New Gauhati
and the rest are expected to arrive shortly;

(c)—Yes. The Government 'has no statutory power
to check rise of price since essential commodities are
free now throughout the country. So price checking
in importing State is not a practical proposition.
However, the Government hag proposed to take legal
measures under relevant section of the Essential Commo-
dities Act to check the same and the Government of
India has been requested on this issue to' empower
the State Government to fix price of requisitioned
stock of the commodities under sub-section 3(A) of
Section '3 of the Essential Commodities Act on the
basis of the average market rate prevailing in the
locality during the period of three months immediately
preceding the date of order,



Ab-

1971] QUESTIONS 15
Re : Death on Starvation

Shri Dulal Cbandra Barua asked :
4], Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be
pleased to state—
(a) The actual number of persons who died of
starvation as a result of the last drought in
some parts of the State ?

(b) The steps taken by the Government for the
relief -of the drought-affected people and to
what extent such relief scheme has helped
them ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, Revenue) replied :
41. (a)—Nil.
(b)—Government sanctioned various scbemes for

relief of the drought-effected people, under which the

following amount have been sanctioned—
Rs,

(1) Gratuitous Relief 91,000
(i) Free distribution of yarn to widows 1,00,000
(iii) Seedlings distributed 1,29,000
(iv) Transport subsidy on issue of rice. 85,000
(V) 25 per cent subsidy on issue of atta.  4,00,000
(vi) Charge of power pump for irriga-

tion of seedlings and paddy. 1,25,930

(vii) Cost of installation of Tube wells
for irrigation. 0,46,800

(viii) Paddy husking scheme on rest
Relief basis, 2,28,000

(ix) Construction of Bunds Dongs, etc.
on Test Relief basis, 10,29,428

Total 51,35,128
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The help rendered under the above Schemes is the
minimum help that could be given by Government
to help the affected people to stand on their own legs,

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—siqe s3si3 2 fRage
¢o =t 51 g 391 AR @fF ¢ W ¢o A 5F qg7 TR
S BIFNT ©5 At B3l 4956 7 AT T 3w o

Shri Biswadev Sarma --Sanction zIre| o€ 29 | @351
@zs fafzd | ¢o FI4F eAI® 29 |

Shri Phani Bora—ats &Aifee eif® 43Rk I3 e
gz fA@AieE AR Wére fogam =% am AR e g
499 HIFNE ARA Y ;M@ G B orw Twtzed B
8 B TIFAR TR RESe @M svoo A1g57 53317
Settlement fitg @12 wgace Settlement foml gz feTtes
@Al Axtre a3 afers (edrEte A AR Gl i@
wéEtas frl v {9l qiffe 9ifig o[ 412 @i9s  edEiT
cital Relif ¢oifgl at3 | @3 cwgs Discremination ¢ztal 3far
539103 A ¢ IW oy @2 FAHE TWEH AR AFG
fraty el Sfeaea ¢

Shri Biswadev Sarma— il AW A3@sial qimrz cotial
Y2 (STAZTE FITH! B |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—eids @y Se3w 27z 3
@Al AT OEF TP @ AR ¥ wiE cm B9
Fieee Tz ¥9l I el afem cofenl 53317 Fag oW
frm Contradict F91 cztaf 713 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma—315| wrg 33 i3rz| | eigere
ige el ATl FUF Contradict Ffiyater stz e 23 |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—fy fReats sjess 4qik 199
vorg (3 4 Afeffd s Statement 3 @iafi 53139
afBraitsq FRMRE (T AIGZ o AR coifa) 712, Arater AR A2
fa7e | «2 st Starvation death 3fer s Ateita @f< 9
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Shri Biswadev Sarma—¢eraigal 417 439 ¢ofial «it2 |

Shri Phani Bora—ag= gz <f<te apAt2 Aot @12
TR (8F Atate AR q9l T AWF ACr eI A I
77 @AfF 9

Shri Biswadev Sarma—ag751 hypothetical.

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma—3sq =& (® IFe0W
FEE I e w@s 43k Ie39 Bl Afve 2o =i «fehl
AR wate Aye oz o feee e el FER
o R A3 Frael ot @ Afie crRES AREET
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Re : Enquiry made by the Planning Officer

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

*42. Will the Minister of State (P. & C.D.) be
pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the Planning Officer

of Sibsagar made an on the spot enquiry OB
27th August 1971 to go into the allegation
ggamst the committee which improved the
Borotani-Chemani-Gubat? within the Tamuli
Barjar  Gaon Panchayat under the Test Relif
Schemes ?

(b) If so what are the findings of the enquiry ?

(c) What steps have been taken by the Govern-
ment in this regard ?
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Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika (Minister of State,
Panchayat & C. D, ) replied :

42; (a)—Yes.

(b)—The Committee —executed work approxi-

mately to the extent of Rs. 50 (Rupees

fifty) but took final payment of Rs. 380

(Rupees three hundred and eighty). The

Committee should either complete the

work to the extent of payment or should

refund the excess.

(e)—The amount of Rs. 330 paid in excess has
been recovered from the Overseer. The

service of the Overseer who was appointed
to supervise the test relief schemes has been

terminated.
Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—3f= S 21, 92
@ ety Tere waY i (ve @ oz wepes w2 Test
Relief 5 531 Rene @ris S@iva 2tz oiq faf@@ oz fre |
R W Iw il ohfs ofRfes EREs Rt siefas

JFTTe AEfs fae s «BH N @EEE 39 AW T
oo BT T BT cvo Bl 0a1 o2 | ST A#(FST Secy.@

fF T 8°° 53| it fire, ©w® 919 (E@ @l oer (3 WG
goo B3| fiml z'd 3w w1 Wz Ti@ ¢° 5FIY AfSLF 63PN

@2 T A% wrige (P TIF I 7
Sri Debendra Nath Hazarika (Mi“is"er)'_,@? FE MRS 9w

Overseer 3 . esRw  wifedl, 63sl B.D. Oy payment
fafes 2fowg @ferl et 20 @ T e BHEE 1T =20
o[# we° ¥l payment 33 2t (ofeql Overseer gag 34T
4|z WF SIM wwE T Lo wyafe A4
Secyq @qe I FIFIT FU T |

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—q3 ze esid 3f3 oiw‘
@ e onefE? senes 53 oy bal fiml tam o2 59
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Re : Refugees from East Pakijstan
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AT w7 1 TEgNl AfqErRete srefae deey il wTel
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- @fz *f@HteT 591 734

Re : Implementation of Land Reform Measures

Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury asked ¢

*46.  Will the Minister-in- charge of Revenue be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that for implementation
of Land Reform measures, Mandals and anan};
gos are not only to be properly briefed wit
relevant Acts and Rules, but also with the
policies underlying ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to supply
forthwith all Land Reforms Acts and Rules
translated into State language to the_Mandalsa
adequatiely arrange discussions, S'c.ar?nnar.s_ a‘;j
Refreshers Course forthem subdiwswnwmef

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, Revenue) replied :

46. (a)—Mandals and Kanungos are given general

instructions about all the Land Laws and Land
Reforms Measures;

(b)“‘SteDS are being taken to supply the translated

version of the Land Reforms Laws for dvstrlbutlon to
Mandals and Kanungos, :

Government appreciate the suggestion for holding
discussions, Seminars and Refreshers Course for th:
field staff of Revenue Department and will attemp
to hold some; -
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Re : Sdlitting up of Directorate of Information and
Public Relations,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barna asked ¢

*47. Will the Minister-in-charge of Publicity be
pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the existing Direc-

torate of Information and Public Relations
has been split up into two full fledged Direc-
torate viz., Directorate of cultural Affairs
and Directorate of Publicity and Information ?

(b) Who are the incumbents selected to fill up
the two posts of Director of Cultural Affairs
and Director of Publicity and Information
and what are their qualifications ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister, Publicity)
replied :
47, (a)—Yes.

(b)—Shri S. P. Barua, B.A, (Hons.), BLL;, for the post
of Director of Cultural Affairs and Shrj P, B, Barthakur,
B.A., for the post of Director of Information and Public
Relations. -

Re : Cattle F arm

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua agkeq .

“48. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Goyernment have
decided to set up a new Cattle Farm at
Barpeta ?

(b) If so, what is the financial jmpfication of
such a Far_m ?
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(c) Whether the Government has any contempla-
tion for starting similar such Farms in the
other districts of the State ?

Shri Ataur Rahman (Minister, Livestock) replied :

48. (a)—It is not a fact.
(b)—Does not arise.

(c)—Cattle Farms exist in all Plains Districts except
Goalpara and the newly created Lakimpur District.

A Cattle Farm in Panbari in Goalpara District will
be started,

Ruling by the Speaker om a Point of order
re : Administration of N.E.F.A.

Mr. Speaker: On 25.10.71 in reply to the Starred
Question No. 4 put by Hon’ble Member Shri Moneswar
Boro, the Chief Minister stated that the Government
had given consent to the proposal of the Government
of India for the establishment of separate democratic
set ups in Mizo Hills district and NEFA. In this
connection Hon’ble Member, Shri Gaurisankar Bhatta-
charjee raised a point of order to the effect that NEFA
being a part and parcel of Assam under paragraph 20 of
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, the Government
should not have given consent to the proposal of the
Government of India for the establishment of separate
administrative set up in NEF A-without taking the people
of the State and the House into confidence. He further
stated that the Governor administers the tribal areas
specified in part (A) and part (B) of the table shown in
the Sixth Schedule, on the advice of the Ministry and
the Legislature. So the action of the Government is
unconstitutional, undemocratic and disrespectful to the
Legislature: Honeble Sarbashri Debeswar Sarma, DU-IEEI
Ch, Barua, Promode Ch., Gogoi, Sailen Medhi partici-
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pated in the discussion and supported the contention of
Shri Bhattacharjee; °
The chief Minister in* his reply stated that though
under the Constitution NEFA is a part of Assam, its
administration is separate: Before 1950, service cadre of
Assam and NEFA was the same; But since 1950 service
cadre of Assam and NEEA became separate; Service
cadre of NEFA was brought under Indian Frontier
Service cadre. ' Administration of NEFA is carried on by
the Governor as the Agent of the President. Since then,
the administration of NEFA ceased to be the subject
matter of Assam Legislature, Nor the administration of
NEFA is carried on by the Governor on the advice of
Ministry. He further stated that in pursuanee of the
agitation of the people of NEFA for having a democratic
set up in the region, a Commission was constituted by
the Government of India for the consideration of the
demand of the people of NEFA, Late Dying Iring was
the Chairman of the Commission. On the recommenda-
tion of the Commission, the Government of India decideq
to amend the constitution and to establish a separate
democratic set up for the administration of NEFA_ Tio
this, the Government of Assam gave consent. In all such
matters, the Ministry first taxes the decision. Therea fter,
decision is placed before the. House. The House may
accept it or reject it, The appropriate Bill—proposing
amendment of the Constitution with regard to the
anminisiration of NEFA- will be placed before the
Assembly and Hon’ble Members will have enougp
opportunity for expression of their. views. So the
Ministry has not done anything undemocratic, unconst;.
tutional and offending against the rights and privileges
of the House;
‘Now the questions are ;—
(1) Whether action of the Ministry is giving consent
to the amendment of the Constitution for the formation
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of separate democratic set up for the administration of
NEFA (and Mizo Hills District) without consulting the
Assam Legislature is unconstitutional;

(2) Whether the action of the Government offended
against the rights and privileges of the House:

With regard to the above questions, I may be
permitted to submit as follows s—

The Tribal Areas under the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution have been described in para 20 of the said
Schedule: Part “B” under para 20 contains North East
Frontier Tract including Balipara Frontier Tract, Tirap
Frontier Tract; Abor Hills district and Mishmi Hills
District, Part “A” contains, (1) U; K. & J. Hills District,
(2) The Mizo Hills District; (3) The North Cachar Hills
(4) The Garo Hills District, (5) The Mikir Hills. Under
18(2) of the Sixth Schedule, the administration of Part
“B2 js to be carried on by the President through the
Governor of Assam as his Agent and provisions of Art:
240 applies thereto as if such area or part thereof were
a Union Territory specified in that Article; It will there-
fore follow that in so far as the administration of NEFA
is concerned, the State Government of Assam has very
little to do: The Governor discharges his functions in
the matter of such administration not on the advice of
the Council of Ministers but as an Agent of the President
and really the administration lies wiih the President of
India as in the case of Union Territories: Under Aft:
163 of the Constitution, the Governor is to exercise his
functibn under the advice of the Council of Ministers of
the State of Assam unless he is required to exercise bis
functions in his own discretion; Sub para 3 of para .18
of the Sixth Schedule clearly lays down that in the dis-
charge of his functions under sub-para (2) of para 18 as
the Agent of the President the Governor shall act in his
discretion. In that view, the Council of Ministers of tl.le
State of Assam cannot advise the Governor in the dis-

3
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charge of his functions in respect of NEFA form part of
Assam: So far as the administration of NEFA is con-
cerned it has no administrative connection with the
State; The State Government of Assam or the State
Legislature has nothing to do in the adminisiration of
NEFA, as under para 18 the Governor in his discretion
is to discharge his function as an Agent of the President.

It is however seen that in setting up the Agency
Council for toning up the administration of NEFA; the
Govt. of India consulted the State Government and the
State Govt. gave consent to such a set up. I think, the
Government did nothing unconstitutional in giving gych
a consent:

But since NEFA, Mizo Hill District and other Tribal
Areas form part of Assam whenever any of these areqs
are sought to be formally separated from the State ypqe,
Act; 3 of the Constitution, the B1]1_ containing gsycp pro-

osal is to be referred by the President to the Legislature
of e Rts S L su.Ch I_n'oposal for €XPression of
et 2 inFmduCtlon in the Parliament, Within
the time€ speciﬁefi in the refere.nce.- The Legislature na
s Ve e (i Lc.g‘SIature shall haye the right
g R B.IH' If’ hOWever, the Goyt
kgt 2 e consultgtlon with the State Gover 5
ment about i efore the Bill vas prepared an g
Government gives 1fs opinion or consent wyith, . c
sulting the Legislature, I think; the action of ¢p, Go on-
el ngL VIRl -any provision of {he Constj Ve_r n-
nor does it affect the rights and privileges of the IIt_;l tion
or its Members. o

1t may be mentioned in this connectiop that
prele ey e thes.e of the House of Seasonsn;n ;gt:
S o CIalm.ed and I do not find anj‘ such
privilege of the House or its Members for prior consul-
tation in such matters;

the State
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In view of the fact that the action of the Govern-
ment does not infringe any provision of the Constitution
nor does not it affect the rights and privileges of the
House to discuss the provisions of the Bill whenever it
comes before the House; I would like to hold that the
action of the Government is neither unconstitutional nor
does it offend against any rights and privileges of the
House.

With these observations I hold the point of order to
be out of order:

Voting on Supplementry Demands

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, all the three demands,
3’»4 and 5 may be moved together:; :
{ Sri Manendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M.) L[ move all the
Nl - ARSI . Ay oo - |
demands but there are separate demands and the hon.

Members may be inconvenienced and I may find it
Inconvenient to give my reply:

Shri Gaurisankra Bhattacharyya—Sir; one thing can
be done; As the demands are separate, they can be
moved separately; But instead of discussing them sepa-
rately, we may discuss all the demands together: - '

Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M.) (Chief Minister)—

I will move the demands separately, Now, [ am moving
demand no, 3;

fShri Dulal Chandra Barua— Mr. Speaker, Sir, while
moving the cut motion under this particular head, I want
to make certain observations; Sir, in Grant No: 3, it has
been mentioned in the Explanatory Notes—that the
existing provision in the Budget was made at a time
when the Ministry consisted of 11 Ministers (including
the Chief Minister), 6 Ministers of State and 3 Deputy
Ministers. The aforesaid provision was made prior to
the formation of the present Ministry which consists of
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15 Ministers (including Chief Minister), 8 Ministers of
State and 2 Deputy Ministers: So, there was no scope
for providing any amount for the new members of the
Council of Ministers: Hence the necessity for ihe
additional amount.”

Now, Sir, in the original budget—at page 49, it has
been mentioned that the Ministry was formed in the
month of November and the Vote on Account before the
Budget was placed in the month of March; Then; how
and in what way the provision could be made in the
original budget ? At that time there were not 26
Ministers in the Council of Ministers. How, the provi-
sion for all 26 Ministers could be made. There is
certainly some technical defect. I wonder why the
Finance Department and all other concerned departments
have not taken this thing into account: Under this head :
in the March Session, they have presented a list of
supplementary demand and supplementary appropriation
for 1970-71. During this period, the amount spent, after
the Ministry, was Rs. 37,17,057. Now, it seems, what the
Government has mentioned, is misleading: ‘The Goverp.
ment is constantly mislead by the Finance Department,
In the poor State like ours where people are Starving and
groaning, why the provision of such a huge amount for
the Ministers only for a short period should pe made ?
Apart from that, it has b.een mentioned that provision
has been made for providing vehicles to the Ministers.,
Sir, as I have already said, the Ministry was formed in
the month of November and the Budget wags placed in
{he month of March. Why then provision for vehicles
and other things could not be made in the Budget ¢
What the Finance Department was doing at that time ?
I want to know whether there was proper scrutiny ? It
seems, on one hand, there was no scrutiny and on the
other hand the expenditure was incurred extravagantly
without considering the economy of the State; Preven-

l
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tion is better than cure and charity must begin at home:
Why the Ministers are not going to show an example ?
The Chief Minister the other day confessed to the news-
man at Gauhati, from whom I came to know—that on
political consideration, a large number of Ministers were
included in the Ministry and some of them were even not
discharging their duties sincerely. Then what is use of
keeping so many Ministers ? It is not possible on the
part of the Chief Minister to look everything. He needs
the help of some expert hands. But he is not getting
such help from his collegues. Whenever we approach
any Minister, we cannot have any clear decision of any
problems brought before them. It is reported that a
particular Minister of the State has insulted an honou-

‘rable member, Sir, if an honourable member of this

House is insulted, what other people can expect from
such Ministers? If the Government could function
cfficiently and promptly, why the poor people should
come to the Ministers to trouble them for nothing? Sir,
my whole contention is that the expenditure incurred in
such cases is not giving any fruit to the common people.
It is mere wastage of public money: If the Government
cannot. function efficiently, there is no question of
spending such a huge money luxuriously ? As an
example, I would like to say, only for purchasing carpet
and other things Rs, 28,000 have been spent; For the
Chief Minister alone about 15,000 have been spent. One¢
of the Minister pleaded that he would not take a car and
he would go home on foot, But, what ideology he has
now followed ? I do not want to say that Minister
should not have a car. It is the day of Sputnik: It i
nothing for a Minister to use a car; But there must be
limitation:  So, I want to know from the Chief Minister,
how much money these Ministers spent for Travelhng
Allowances. Let me know the amount spent for this
purpose for the last six months; = Sir, if you observe; you
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will find that not a single Minister is in the Secretariat:
Everydody is out: They are always doing the works not
in the Capital—always outside the Capital and many
times outside the State also, as a result, heaps of files are
lying unattended. Sir, if this is the state of affiairs, what
is the use of voting for this money ?

Another thing—I do not understand what ideology
the Chief Minister is going to set by keeping some people
who are playing hide and seek game? Sir, the Chief
Minister being a veteran leader, can remove these people
who are bringing slur to the good name of this State.

Sir. coming to another aspect, I would like to say
that all these things will be discussed at the time of No-
Confidence Motion very elaborately;: I know; we will
be....... "
I know we will be outvote when it comes to voting,

but I would appeal to the conscience of the Chief
Minister to respect the wishes of the people and to oust
the offending members if the charges are proved: Sir,
our state is a poor state but we are having as many as 8
Commissioners, one for hills, one for the plains, one deve-
lopment Commissioner; one Agricultural Production
Commissioner, one Special Secretary, Mizo Hills Commi-
ssioner and one Financial Commissioner: Just to acco-
mmodate some of the people huge amounts have been
spent from the exchequer. We do not want such kind of
top-heavy administration; My suggestion is that for the
two divisions one Commissiner is safficient, and the posts
of Agricultural Commissioner and Special Secretary can
be combined. The number of Commissioners may be
reduced to four.,

It is a special phenomenon that in our State the
Private Secretary to the Governor is a man from outside.
I have got no grudge, but ithe question is why a man
from our own State cannot be appointed: I vnderstand
in all other States a State cadre man is appointed: I

L
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understand that this person is on extension: This gentle-
man; I have heard, even does not care to respond to our
Minister’s requests; The other day one of our Cabinet
Ministers wanted to talk to the Governor: He contacted
the Private Secretary who told him™ that he would ring
back; but till 4.30 P,M. there was no response from the
Private Secretary. Later on it was learnt that the
Minister wanted to contact the Governor was never
brought to his notice; My suggestion is why one of our
A.C.S.(I) Officer or even an LA.S. Officer from our cadze
is not appointed to this post. My suggestion is that this
gentleman should not be given any more extension. Now
with the re-organisation of this? Eastern Region the
preseat Governor would also be Governor of so many
other States. For better liaison a man of our own State
should be appointed.

Sir, to another important matter I want to draw the
attention of the Chief Minister. A large number of
suspension cases are still lying undisposed for a long
time in some cases 7 or 8 years to the misery of the
officers although we have one Enquiry Officer. Govt: is
also losing good money by paying subsistence allowance
to these people: The Chief Minister I hope would look
;nrteoctcl’l:cil:lzitgreg;rsoi?lly a'nd see t.hat- the proceedings
RS i g’,a ; possible w1t‘hln six months, T am
their pension even lone Sofme Ofﬁ?ﬂs "th )
understand why this dilal te:l' till'el‘r reilrement; 'I S
Further some officers w5111y ";1 !Sposa g
their charges and re-ip Culfpve Jooen ARG oML

{ statement orders have been passed
are I'10t gett.mg benefits of the order. I hope the Chief
Minister will enquire into these cases and take necessary
steps:

Then I come to the grievance of the A.C:S, (1) & ()
Officers; Though they have represented to Government
on various occasions no sympathetic consideration has
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been shown to their cases; ‘I hope the Chief Minister
will decide these issues so that we can have a cadre of
contended officers to work for the betterment of the
people of the State, As regards the constitution of the
Pay Committee the Ministerial Officers’s Association has
demanded inclusion of one of their representatives.
Further, the Pay Committee will take a long time to give
their recommendations; Till then to meet the rising

cost of prices an ad hoc allowance may be granted to the
employees;

I want to draw the attention of the Chief Minister

to another matter of importancé _.hough it does not come
within the purview of this Motion: This is about un-
employed Engineers; I hope the Assam Govt: will be
pleased to condone the over-age of the Engineers to
facilitate their getting employment,

With these observations I commend my motion for
discussion,

Promode Chandra Gogoi—S=ij® zZ{Wd, IEq @iy
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Shri Altaf Hossain Mozumdar—Mr. Speaker, Sir,
probably there will be a full-fledged discussion on the
subject. Just now, without spoiling the time, I would
only say, for the information of the hon. Member that

what he has said is not correct.

- Shri Lakshyadhar Choudhury— i fiqaal czial A
@f$? @B af incorrect (Ze T2 OIE FABRE izl |
ST At T 753 77 gt Qo | woelfl A2 @3Bl
IRl @ Explantory Note fi (235 fitz 739 ©ita @2 (3251
faffts 9z amount of Rs, 3500 only. % @3Bl 37 Yfenel
(SN e gl afv Bowce  sfcaczed  [RORLSE
e @it 20051 o ofew sz corw @B B
CTEBIT Tgerq A1 wirrs 39 ol zeEE | 3. @b Sfele
e 2 519 b331Q) 73 B freree wite wriacs 2o wiw #f
=[ifest | Chief szcretary AR © A27 #iferel 936! 74 IR
I vl +At3rel | @3 (@ strong action &7 A7 B | @
T Stziee Rostum 7ol e afente ¥ otz 1 @qtzibere!
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23 314 St ) ey I T 312 Aweiq I F909 v9Fl 2T I
AT Tt} gt s |

Shri Biswanath Upadhyya—MTr. Speaker, Sir, the other
day some serious allegatiors have been brought against
a particular Minister and I want to say a few words
about this, Sir, when this matter was raised on the 26th
October | was at Silchar. When I read the news I
verified the facts.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, we have brought
this matter to the notice of the Chief Minister and the
matter is under investigation, and as soon as the report
is finalised, the Chief Minister assured us that he would
make a statement, To-day we have passed some casual
remarks and requested the Chief Minister to guard
against such kind of things. Therefore, it is not
necessary for any member to defend the Minister,

Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M) g\ (pon thig
maiter is under ehquify, 1 think I should make a state-
ment,

My, Speaker—When an enquiry is pending against
somebody, it is better that no such reference should be
made to such allegations, Now, as regards the three
grants,we have had sufficient discussion and there are
other grants als®, Therefore, I close-1the debate on these
grants now and the Chief Minister will give his reply
after lunch.

Adjournment

The House then adjourned for lunch till 2 P.M,

( The House reassembled at 2 P,M. after lunch )

Mr. Speiker— According to the decision of the
Business Advisory Committee, we have to pass all the
" supplementary demands and Appropriation Bill today.
what 1 propose to de is that, no matter whether it is
possible to finish the demands before 4-30 PM,, at
4-30 all the demands will be guilfotined. If we could
finish the demands at 3-30 P,M., the Reappropriation Bill
would have been taken at 4-30 P.M.

( Voice—It is not possible )

O

(
{
i o
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My next proposal is that at 4-30 all demands will
be guillotined and then there will be an half-an hour
break for tea and then from 5 to 6 P.M. Appropriation
Bill and the Call Attention motion will be taken up.

Has the House approval of this ?
( Voice—yes, yes )

Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M.) iChicf Minister)—
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Mr. Speaker—Now I put the grant Nos, 3, 4 and 5.
Demand No. 3.

The question is an additional amount of Rs. ],43,09_5,
be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray certain
charges that will come in the course of payment dl:ll‘ll'lg
the year ending the 31st March, 1972 for the administra-
tion of the head “19-General Administration (I-Heads
of States and Ministers).”

( The Motion was passed ).
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Mr. Speaker—Now I put the grant No, 4.

The question is an additional amount of Rs, 1,03,700,
be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray certain
charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending 31st March, 1972 for the administration
of the head “19-General Administration ( II-Secretariat
and attached offices)®.

( The Motion was passed )E

Mr. Speaker—I put the grant No. 5.

The question is an additional amount of Rs. 1.20,740,
be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray certain
charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending the 31s) March, 1972, for the adminis-
tration of the head “19-General Administration ( 1I1-
Commissioner and District Administrations ),

( The Grant was passed ):

Shri Jogen Saikia ( Minister, Law )—Mr. Speaker
Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of Assam,
I beg, Sir, to move that an z.ldditi'onal amount of Rg,
1,20,000, be granted to the. Mmlstertmv«charge to del“ray
certain charges which w111. come in the course of pay-
ment during the year ending the 3]st March, 1973 for
the administration of the head “ZI-Admihistrationﬁ of
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Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharyya g 4o, e gy
tare | 3Nz RO A0 T2 @t ey e
Hostiley fRsra a3l SACORS TR S My 3o i
s wwe zw | «@pt @z Mizo-hostlilex Ry qor e
afaEd s e,

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi—Awy <q Vo Wt
St #if4 (ol |

Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharyya—fm pogsiile

Ree ©i9T HIFIAT A4S @9l I T ey afafe ore




1971] VOTING ON SUPPLIMENTARY DEMANDS 67

oife 59F1R9 ¥ I afEdl sfRfes | ofy Fw @Rl
TIENS 5 361 ©Oigw 63T o 51T o191 ©iF 4= 7 ¢

FANME 72 =B g AREE T2 98 I A9 AR
Defence of Indjan Act sge Sfgeld 3wl I wifFw SIS
5T O1% ©F P10 GERIREAT atfE wifi SRS sIIEE |
©fq 4qrel Iz IR ifilq Siqe 6IFNE2 | ST BIFRT
fem 1 AR Rar 3R @@ gz @ R R
OIe bIFNIZ IF ©fF 19 ORFE 59912 432 2 IRT
AT | SE 53T o8 g 3y I3A IR WL SF{©
5T SIS ofEq (Afs oR¥ SN ISR AR A | SR
%3] (gl szg Exicegs spsie wiwiz fafwea | Income taxy
o fifie ©iqw 5IFNET 7| coFg SpEfAfie Al ©Ee
FIIAE ' @A cras Wif @2ferie sl RwEiE oA
79T 1 G30BTTE i e |

folars Administrationgs| W@ @Bl oTEz 2@ 2
fiti foot sredeqz vz g | @ CRAs Rt Wi @bl
B -wfom fig el | fPaer SAEEI 2T IR
THZ T T i (srAed g ©ifead Fided i AT
w[ffde V5 | tgzEaq 99 w@iq ety 91 appeal FIIC GRILE
SiTiEe 1% | wfte District subjudge M2 e (SrATe WY
@il Judgey esqrel nifiy I I A2 @ FFAS AN
713 High-Courtq | ey giggiqis #1712 A2 1 I High
Courtrs =z, Iorel 52 @itz ¥® fBIAl 712 wF KO
A2 1 se fim eetend sRNAze FAbT  Affee | AR
agizibie Sub-judge A3 | @® 397 PR (2 Witz | TA©
mge Judge sl Wil sifd @ ol G e A
@Al TEEE o wm zm cerereE Jail AtRd? @tfEEe
fafera | Judgeq evater qratensl ITC ANIE (I JifFEAl T

# Speech not corrected



68 VOTING ON SUPPLIMENTARY DEMANDS [8rd Nov.

(Y MRSl B GBAl OB e w81 sco &7 TiHEE
4R AT 3390 59 @felm Aizre | (oS caiE faa
Naxalite 3167 s e 9ifest | stz Wi atg e
Tora o MR | Al @s Ngzs TBI  fAifFacs 5
a1 P.W.D3 187 o1 w59 Bifeatar Ve qga figre—
GIFNA Cof TG MR | A9t NigRee @ A4S o |
(LT <& MFZF MAf® R W FHY wf@, fms, @fenz
wife TFT (WF AR AtgTEAE wEA ezt FfE | ik Pise
(OETNIY fooqiy gt wiyzs 4 w(ife | gfRoE F 29
aitse | 3 o1 qigz Tatewe 4R Gema Awe Qs os
e fFE AT @3 Awg fowge T @ qBrel oiE, e
wie fam@t fess Tz wifes o&miss @Rl afere Tz
492 ¢ figl 21 SRR siREA A, D. M. fists «fire |
fag Report frgty wioire (vétats 3@ (2 AW Tow
(@&r=t33 Baile fim =31 w12 wife case (IZBI (STACIR @iy
otz | wifEtsrz  charge-sheet 31 @@ & ST “I{ag
agl | oiE %A Justice  @fIqea ANECE A9RA FATH 1S |
AferF wIia. Administrative Justicersl AT Sfe 73 - wiy
Fard @ 681 IRI Afea o | e 92 Sub-Judgey
rae 73 9B FIRI AR @RI @2 FEw e shiw
ofITA IR A2 R 513 “Atfre ©fe |

F-Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M.) -54T139 T A

interfere sz |

Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharyya—A. D. M.q 315y
High. . Courty 9| azx| @26 IR Iz | FIe
Executive A.D. Mi ¢ fagtq w31 Judicial A.D. M.g
azz | afetd Executive A, D. M, 3 (e #ifig 53319403,
High Courty =3 | sifétz - High Courty st figte o2
saaitgez A: D. M3 AR onas wifey srg st |




1971] VOTING ON SUPPLIMENTARY DEMANDS 69

Shri Sailen Medhi—«3 361 emrib] e =R 99
feifrel @—fitml Hostile e ariefianl s=igs 5 ta
R° ET 53 Supplementary Demands sl 273 |
Cﬁmﬁﬂ WT??NIG GBSt a5 District Councils fi5{g 371
| S F6e arrest fq w9 oy fice High
Courts w(ifefe g | 92 3@tz favrg fyag stard. Govt.
Advocate w15 Advocate general ottg | 3f%wyy fAfen
"e&RY #31 fafen s High Courtds sty iE ©fF qicd fozAia
ST CATete i | e 4| BTV AFE il i3 Practice
9 A W% ST (edrrer A cleEe @ fig |
(PEET #At6 IR w2l gy &i9l T2 wYs HIFIRI (2
St FR<9 Frard High Courty Cciaas Aty @ fatg |
@Bl T FT Al @—afix| High Court 3sre| Pending
case Stz | @2 @ORAT waq Fraw S ATA A
THREAT @fZ 7l 201 @3 v Rerres 0 Ax o AT |
SRR Adjournment case fysige wizq ol e fwal 23 |
ST BT ¢o/voBt (w57 five i WB GHRAEIT AT O
Adjourment Cusey AT BT AP gl e A2 AfF |
92 Q@ @WT Sy iy Ity case fimts Courts o
W ST R el frw AE qir | ofers  ZI2FBD
PIINA LT Y M wirs B case fts crwiE RN

(T A @Mz oAy 0z Aty it Bte Rentce Adjourn-

ment fees 1 AMF | e qai T @ @@ @ G T
MY BF o2 WAs Case High Courte ©513 121 «iferz

92 SRR ICC 7§ =y ST Qe AZFCE el I
fRZIe El 7177 Ftard STt FA Tl |

Shri Phani. Bora—Sir, I want to know from the
Minister whether this amount which is asked for is
meant to meet the expenditure in the High Court; or it
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is to meet the expenditure that is being incurred in
connection with the conducting of the case in Mizo Hills
itself. In that case I want to know how many prisoners
are still to be tried. Last year, you know Sir, we visited
Mizo Hills and we found that the prisoners are kept there
not as human being but they are treated worse than them
and if .the process of conducting the case is further
delayed then it is not only doing injustice to the prisoners
but it is really against all cannon of law and justice will
be practically denied to them and also our expenditure
will be increased. Therefore, if it is a case of delay in
the case of conducting the case in Mizo Hills,
i.e., in Aijal then may I request the Govt: to
expedite disposal of the cases so that once and for all
these people can be either convicted or released. To my
information, most of the people who were arrested were
arrested under suspicion and most of them whoever came
to high court were teleased for lack of evidence against
them. If the Govt. if to conduct cases it should be
expedited by instituting some subcourts. I would like
to know from the Minister.
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Mr. Speaker—Has the hon. memher leave of the
House to withdraw his cut motion ?

( Voice : Yes, ves ).
The cut motion stands withdrawn;

Now I put the question that grant No. 6 for Rs.
1,20,000 be passed.
( After a pause )
The grant is passed.
Now Grant No. 7.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choundhury (Chief Minister)—
I move the Grant No. 7.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—MTr, Speaker, Sir, while

supporting the cut motion under the Police head, I want
o bring up a few facts before this House, in that way



76 VOTING ON SUPPLIMENTARY DEMANDS [8rd Nov.,

the Police Department is - funtioning. Though the
purview of the discussion will be limited, I want to
cite three instances. As has been rightly pointed out
by my hon. friend Shri Bora, we are speading crores
of rupees after this organization, so that the machinery
can function effectively for the security of the life and
property of the pcople of the State, but in many
cases we find that the life and property of the people
are at stake at the hands of this machinary., Further,
the innocent people are harassed and punished and
the co:mnplainent become the victim of the Police regime
on many occasions. One instance, I would like to cite.
On the 3lst July last, one gentleman who is a senior
T.T.E. of the Railway Department was coming in a
vechicle with his wife, children and mother from the
Nalbari  side.. When before the Changsari camp they
stopped the vechile to ease themseives, suddenly one
Police Officer appeared before them and interrogated
them, but even when they gave their identities, all
of them including the children and the old mother
were dragged to the outpost and beaten them severely
without rhyme and reason. At 12 P.M. at night, they
came to-the Gauhati Circuit House failing to get either
the D.C. or the S.P. Somebody told them that | was
in the Circuit House, so they came to me narrated the
incident. T informed the incident to the Additional
Deputy Commission and requested his to take appro-
priate action in the matter. I also informed one Addi-
tiosal S. P. who was staying in the Dak Bungalow and
requested him also to take prompt action, but my
information is that no action has been taken; Finding
no other alternative, I reported the matter to the
Additional LG.P: But no action has so far been taken
by the Police authorities against those officers for such
kind of harassment to the innocent persons; Now if

# Speech not corrected,
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the innooent Govt. officizls are not safe in the hands
of these Police Officers, what will be the fate of the
poor. people in their hands? I have discussed these
matters with the Chief Minister this morning,

I brought the case of murder of the Vice-Principal
of the Dhakuakhana College last year, = Late Prahlad
Gogoi, the  Vice-Principal: of the Dhakuakhana was
brutally  murdered, I requested the Government to take
appropriate precautionery ' measures 'so that evidences
were not concealed dues to the inafficiency of the Police
administration, but the culprit, who is an *established
murderer, is going to be let off scotfree due to failure
of . the prosecution. Now inspite of our best efforts
from all sides, why this machinery could not be up
and doing to bring the culprit to the book. This
murderer was énlarged on bail due to the failure of
the Police: Department to furnish sufficient material
evidence and the entire area is in tension, and 1o
effective measures are taken,

Agaia another case. This is regarding the murder
near Burapahar, which is known as Sutadia Muider
Case. This case is not only sensalionzl and unprece-
dented in this part of the country but may bein the
COU.I.'ltl'y as a whole, | am not g-oing to discuss the
mc_:rlt of the case ag it is sub judice. I am afraid how
this: case will stand, Inspite of my repeated requestes
to the Chief Minister and appeal to this House, people
were allowed to mix up with the accused inside the Jail.
They have consulted senior most Barrister from Calcutta
and are spending monsy like ‘water. 1 requested the
Chief Minister to engage senior most lawyers in this
case S0 that the accused could not go scotfee. He asked
me to give a note which I did, but it may be th_at s
been thrown to the wastepaper basket. The case 1S no;
going on very smoothly because of the ineﬁicwncylo
the Police Department; These three instances I have
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given to show how the life and property of the people
are safe at the hands of the Police.

I would like to give another instance, On
17.10.71, one Ambassador car run ovcr one of my
cousins at 4.30 P.M. near Jorhat. His head was
smashed and he died on the spot. The vehicle was
detected and the Golaghat Police arrested the
Driver. The accident occured under the jurisdic-
tion of Jorhat thana, so the O/C, Golaghat under
whose jurisdiction the driver was arrested should
have transferred the driver and vehicle to the Jorhat
thana, but instead of doing that the driver was
enlarged on bail. The man was even not produced
before a Magistrate. They did not wait for even
the post-mortem report. These things were done
in a hurry because the car owner is a big merchant,
who can manipulate things in their favour. This
is how the Police administration is functing;

Whatever it may be, these people in the Police
organisation are our brothers. They are part and
percal of the society, and they have also many
difficulties. I have found in Jorhat, the constables
do not have good accommodation. They cannot
sleep when it rains,—The big officers of course have
good bungalows. The poor constables are to keep
their luggage always packed, Early in the morning
they are to go for duty, but they are not provided
with amenities of life. Nothing has so far been
done by the Government in this regard, | would
like to refer to the Police Commission Report where
mention has been made about housing facilities
to the Police. In page 265 under Police Aministra-
tion, it reads—

Police Administration is vitally concerned with
the problem of provision of housing facilities to  its
employees; because all the non-gazetted Police officers
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are entitled to rent-free Government quarters in accor-
dance with service conditions. This facility or right
has been specifically accorded to Police Officers because
of the significant nature of duty which they are required
to perform: It is well-known that a Police Officer is
expected to remain on duty for 24 hours and be readily
available to meet emergency caused at any time of
the date. No other branch of the administration is
required to maintain itself in such a degree of alert-
ness, fitness and readiness to respond to various kinds
of emergencies, Again, it is essential that the public
should have no difficulty in establishing contact with
Police officers in times of need and urgency. It naturally
follows that Police Officers should be known to live
in certain specified quarters either in the Police
Station, Reserve Lines or Residential colony, I do not
know how the Budget provision is made and why this
has not been done as yet. Sir, I am told that there
are 8 or 9 D.I.Gs. and these officers eat up most of the
Budget provision and very little is left for the junior
staff. 1 hope the Government will implement the
recommendations in this regard immediately. Sif, Sir,
I find here that a sum of Rs.7.50 lakhs will come
from the Govt. of India and Rs. 15 lakhs will be
provided by the Government of Assam.

Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (c-.M.)‘ '-—Sil', Rs. 7.5 lakhs

will come from the Government of India asloan and

the State Government will provide Rs. 7.5 lakhs.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—]I want to know whether
any specific scheme has been prepared on the basis
of which this money is going to be spent.

Sir, a sum of Rs, 50 lakhs is required to meet the
expenditure for purchase of vehicles (25 lakhs), Wire-
less equipments (19 lakhs) and Scientific Training and
Research equipments (6 lakhs) for modernisation of
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Police Force of the State. “This amount is required
to be provided by Supplementary Demand against loan
and grants-in-aid assistance of the equivalent amount
sanctioned to the State Government by the Union
Government,” In this connection I would like to read
the recommendations of the Police Commission, page
679 of the report. “We have emphasised in Chapters
XV and XVIII that communications and Mobility play
a vital role in the fight against crime and disorders,
The speed of Police response often determines whether
a law and other situation will be contained and does
not escalate and whether a criminal wouldbe located
and arrested or stolen property recovered. Adequate
mobility also ensures the optimum use of the availa-
ble man power resources.” That thing has been com-
pletely forgotten by this Government. To-day 'the
Chief Minister said ‘how can we provide vehicles 9
I say that you are spending money on big people byt
you are not spending anything for the lower grade
people. For security reasons the Police Stations  in

the border areas should be provided with vehicles,
wireless equipments etc.

Now Sir, I come to another point. We have beep
repeeatdly pointing out to this Government about the
need for introducing scientific training and research
in the Police Department. I find that a provision of
Rs, 6 lakhs has been made for the purpose. 1 say thig
is quite inadequate for the purpose. Unless the Police
personnel are trained in scientific line we cannot
expect them to discharge their functions efficiently, In
this connection T would refer to page 424 of the Police
Commission’s report. It has been mentioned there it ig
surprising that the scientific and technological revo-
lation that has taken place during the last few decades
has had so little impact on the work of the Indian
Police., Although a some small beginnings have been
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made in making use of the scientific and other techno-
logical advances in police work, no systematic, well
thought-out and sustained programme of research and
development in this field has so far been initiated.
In a vast country like India no individual State will
by itself be able to modernise its police force on
scientific lines or to make provision for it of the new
technological and scientific aids. Sir, if we want to
improve the working of the Police administration
we must take concreate schemes for such training.
I know modernisation is not possible within a day or
two but it should be done in a phased manner.
Therefore, I do not understand why the Government
is not trying to bring about a change in the police
administration in the country, I hope the recommenda-
tion of the Police Commission will be implemented.

Lastly, the Police Commission has given maXimum
stress on the radio organisation. Sir. the Commission has
expressed satisfaction but has said that more equipments
are necessary in that particular branch, and if some
steps are taken in this regard: this organisation will be
one of th€ best organisations in India. This is the
only organisation which bas been highly commended
by the Commission. But the head of this organisa-
tion has been deprived of his legitimate benefits. He
is a highly qualified man and he has been recommen-
ded by the Government of India, The Police Commi-
ssion also recommended for upgrading this post to the
D.IG’s rank but I do not know why no action has
yet been taken in this regard. I hope the Government
of Assam will seriously consider this matter and accept
the recommendation of the Commission for the welfare
of the organisation. : N

Sir, with this observation—we expected that Wwe
would get encugh time to discuss - this matter—I hope

11
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and believe that the Government of Assam and the
Chief Minister will try to implement the recommen-
dations of the Commission. It may not be possible
to implement all the recommendations within a year

or two but in the long run it will definitely be
possible,

With these words I support the cut motion.
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fEEe et I Fieed o2l 3 ©iF Fifa AFT SR
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Sri MahendragMohan Choudhury (C-M.) 5375 w1 3%
ﬁs@{m Special allowance agste 727 | Police Commi-
ssion 3 Report woits  ify i 43 231 I o1 fRata
o3 1 T sfars A @fle P I, cofenl qrRER
w76 237 (@ A6 WETIHIT T | '

( 7T FAES )

Mr. Speaker—Now it is 4,30. I put all the grants
together., The question is that Grant Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, D= 550205821
28, 29, 30, 81, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 be passed.

The question is that Grants No. 7, 8 to 38 be passed.

( The Motion was passed. )

Shri Debeswar Sarmah—s acztr st @l «&ma2
9 ST | g @Fere @R Aife 723 | siferF AFers Wi
Motion (B{ s={ #its® Question put Ffirz Demand (51 pass
PRI AT |

Mr. Speaker—Now we should break up for an half
an hour then we will again meet from 5-00. All the
hon, members, members of the Press and officials are
requested to participate in the refreshment, We will
sit from 5.00 to 6.30. According to the decision of the
House all the questions should be put and the Appro-

priation Bill will have to be passed before 6.30;
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( The Assembly met after tea break at 5 P.M:
with Mr; Speaker in Chair )

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister; Finance)—
Sir, I beg leave to introduce the Assam Appropriation
(No: 1V) Bill, 1971:
( Leave granted )

Mr. Speaker—Here is a massage from the Governor.

RAJ BHAVAN
Shillong the 1971,

Under the provision of Article 207 (1) of the Cons-
titution of India, I, Braj Kumar Nehru, Governor of
Assam, recommend :the introduction in the Assam
Legislative Assembly of the Assam Appropriation
(No: 1V) Bill, 1971;

Sd/- Governor of Assamy

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister, Finance)

Sir, I iniroduce the Assam Appropriation (No, IV) Bin

1971. ;

_ (Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly read ot
the tittle of the Bill):

Mr. Speaker—Here is another message from the
Governor.

RAJ BHAVAN

Shillong; the 1971;

Under the provision of Article 207 (3) of the Cons-

titution of India, I, Braj Kumar Nehru; Governor of
Asgsam; recommend that the Assam Appropriation
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(No. IV) Bill, 1971 be taken into consideration by the
Assam Legislative Assembly.

Sd/- Governor of Assam.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister, Finance)—
Sir, T move that the Assam Appropriation (No. IV) Bill,
1971 be taken into consideration.

‘Mr. Speaker —Motion moved:

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattcharyya—Sir, 1 waat to
make a few observation. 1 shall be very brief; First of
all, I should like to say, generally, that under the
different demands that have come one thing has been
noticed. It is that with regard to the allocation of
vehicles in particular and also some other amenities
there is disparity between the normal heads or normal
side of the budget and the plan side. Now, as it
appeared when discussions were made with regard to
revenue and other narmal matters also we ﬁnd_that in
spite of the fact that these are very important depart-
ments, the resources at the disposal of these departments
are very limited. And, therefore, even in very urgent
cases these departments could not be provide with
the minimum amenities including speedy transport:
Whereas some departments which, may be from the
Plan point of view or economic point of view of
importance but for'the day to day administration which
appear not to be very important these departments have
a lot of amenities including vehicles and these are
allotted by the Govt. of India. I would suggest that
the Government should consider whether there can be
some amount of rationalisation in these respects. This
I say particularly in view of the fact that all these
officers being human being as we are they also have
got their heart-burning, when they see that some people

*Speech not corrected
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of other departments have got a lot of amenities; for
example, one of the Cooperative Department of Pan-
chayat Deptt, whereas other departments have none—
there is some amount of heart-burning and sometimes
the requisite enthusiasm also does not come; So, I
would suggest that the Government should consider
rationalisation in respect of the use of these vehicles:
If the normal ones cannot be given more amenities
immediately, it should be at least seen that these
Plan ones donot abuse them or misuse them;  If they
use exclusively for their official or departmental work;
probably they will not have much of objection but
sometimes they do not confine the use to the official
purpose only, Secondly, it relates to Assam Associated
Industries—T find here, this point could not be discussed
though there is a demand with regard to that. I think,
if the ordinance which has been promulgated day before
yesterday, if this ordinance would have been there at
that time, probably the Government would have done
something at that time. Unfortunately, the ordinance
Was not there and whatever measures could have been
taken was in the hands of the Central Government and
therefore in spite of the eagerness, I should rather say,
Over-eagerness on the part of the Industries Minister to do
something he could not do it: As a matter of fact when
he gave the promises to the workers, at that time itself I
cautioned him that you have promised too much and pro-
b'ably i.t will be difficult to realise it; At any rate I appri-
ciats his eagerness but difficulties there were:; There diffi-
culties have come mostly due to the intransigence of the
employer and we find that many so called industrialists
cOme to Assam thinking that they would get here a
very lucrative hunting ground; They were more interes-
ted in taking away whatever they could from this
place rather than building up industries here, This
Associated Industries is not an isolated case, There

¥
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are some other. For example, with regard to the
Stainless Steel. There is a quota for Assam but whether
these Stainless Steel Industries—one is supposed to be at
Tinsukia and another perhaps at Roha

Shri Biswadev Sarma—There is one at Charduar and
they are not getting regular supply.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—Some gentleman

from Roha was getting some quota:

Shri Biswadev Sarma—No,
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—Previously.
Shri Biswadev Sarma—Previously it may be.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—Then another
thing, There is a recent case about paraffin wax.
You will be surprised that even some Journalist, a
Journalist who is very critical of one and all applied
for a quota—though he was not given any quota by
the Government, and there were many others. Many
who pass as very good Assamese, patriots, they also
submitted their applications and some got quota and
as a result of this they became a particular type
of businessmen- who never started any business.
In this way we find that........ ( Shri Biswadev Sarma,
It is helping formation of capital). Yes, there may be
some amount of capital formation, but that capital did
not- produce any result. Similarly, we have found that
Government had backed some so called young entre-
preneurs. But it is most unfortunate that some of these
young entrepreneurs have let us down. They got
loans from the State Bank and some other Banks, and
ultimately they did not utilise these loans for. the
purpose for which they took it: For example, inst?ad
of starting industries, they purchased embassador cars.
Of ocurse, I do not mind one riding an ambassador
car, But the loans should be utilised for the industries,
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Government should see in these matters that our local
entrepreneurs and others are given sufficient help and
at the same time Government should see that these
people actually use the money for the purpose for
which they got it.

Shri Biswadey Sarma—It is Banks money. How
can the Government have control over it ?

Sh:i Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—Government reco-
mmended and it was on the recommendation of the
Government at they got the loans. Therefore, the
Government should be careful at the time of recommen-
ding because when the Government has recommended
them Government has the power to pull them up.
This is my suggestion in this regard.

Then the third suggestion, I would like to submit is
with regard to the use of power, that is, electricity and
other things, Out State, of course; is probably even
now the lowest in the line; The per capital consump-
tion of elcetricity is the lowest in our State and within
a few years actually there will be actually power
famine if the projects which are envisaged 4o ot
come up very quickly. Now, whatever Power we have
in my humble opinion, we should preferab]y use fo;
productive purposes tather than domegtjc consumption
for light, fans etc. although I do not say that we do
not require electric light and fans, But supposing
there are two alternatives namely, we cap s cihe
power for starting water pumps for irrigation project
or we may use it for air—conditioning my house, I
would say that my air-conditioning of the house m’ay
wait, but the power pump should negt wair So I
hope in that respect something will be done; X

" Then Ifind here also some allocations with regard
to minor irrigation purposes. I would suggest that
this would get special attention from the Government,
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because these minor irrigations may be spread outin
different parts of the State though ultimately the major
irrigation projects comparatively speaking a bigger
project may give bigger return, but we should also
see with regard to the distribution.. In Punjab and
Haryana, after the success of the green revolution,
paticularly in Punjab, they are facing a problem,
that is on the side of distribution. While the green
revolution brought great deal of production and it is
probably 49 crores of rupees they get by way of export
of foodgrains alone, but so far as the poor peasantry
is concerned they have almost become agricultural
labourers. Even the l6wer ranks of the middle class
peasantry, as a result of this imbalance in the matter
of allocation- of these facilities, because of the modern
facilities like manure and electricity and other things,
which could be availed of only by the richer section
of the peasantry, they have also ‘become poorer. So,
I suggest that Government should give more emphasis
to the side of small irrigation project because it will
help the poorer section of the cultivators and that
will probably create less imbalance in-the economy.

I would say one more thing .and then T finish.
That is with regard to the expenditure on miscellaneous
grants-in-aid, contribution; displaced persons etc;: Now,
with regard to the grants-in-aid given; it should be seen
that these grants are given not on political considera-
tion or for favouratism: But these grants-in-aid are given
only to deserving persons, or groups or institutions:
Similarly, when contributions are only meant for these
who deserve it. [ do not like to elaborate this because

I think this is well understood. With regard to the
expenditure on the displaced persons, so far as the
expenditure on the evacuees is concerned, I know, this
will be re-imbursed by the Government of India or the
expenditure is borne by the Government of India.
But even then, in this matter Government should be

13
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little careful in selecting the places as to where these
 evacuees are kept and they should also see that the
money that is supposed to be spent for them is really
spent for them: There is a lot of criticisms that so far
as the displaced persons are concerned they are not
getting the entire thing; quite a lot is mis-spent. For
instance, we heard that when the tenaments were built
these could have been built at much lesser expenditure
than was spent; It is no doubt true that it was a matter
of great urgency and very quickly this had to be done:
But even then the rate given was criticised as being
too heavy. I think, in this matter Government should
see that it does not face this sort of criticism because
this leads us to the idea or to the supposition that
at the cost of the evacuees or depriving them money
is mis-spent and I think Government should try its
best to avert or avoid this sort of criticism: These are
the only suggestions I should like to make on this
subject.

#Shri Phani Bora—Sir, I want to make few observa-
tions with regard to certain grant: I want to begin
where my hon’ble friend Shri Bhattacharyya has ended,
An amount of Rs, 4 crores 30 lakhs that is grant
No, 27 with regard to the construction of camps, medical
facilities, supply of clothings, utensils, transportation
etc., this amount is not only to be spent, some more
amount is required to be spent for the Bangla Desh
evacuees; Because this money ultimately will be borne
by the Government of India;

But should we not see to it that these uprooteg
tiumanity under certain compulsion of events had tq
come here and take shelter in our country, are pro-
vided with some minimum necessities and money
spent is not pocketed by certain unscrupulous elements
which has already been done: I visited these camps

# Speech not corrected
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the other day, particularly Balat and Mylliem camps
and I found Sir, that whatever is granted is not
actually spent for these people. I have mnot all reports
with me T will pass it on to the Govt: of Assam as
well as to Govt, of India. As a matter of fact I had
a talk with the Central Minister Mr. Roy and I told
him that the supply of food during our investigation
we have found that upto 3rd of October and in the
maximum cases it is upto 10th of October whatever
is supplied reached on Ist of November and in between
whatever is sanctioned that is not fully supplied.
I found that fuel was uot supplied, K: oil was not
supplied. Whereas in the books these accounts are
being maintained: It is written that these things are
supplied: (Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar : Minister : In
which camps ?) In Mylliem camp and in Balat camp.
Now, in this way huge amount is being spent for
helping these unfortunate human beings is being
pocketed by a few self-seekers and profiters and we
have to see that this money is properly utilised for
these people; Sir, about shelters? Not make than
30 per cent of the evacuees are under shelter which
were constructed by the Govt: More than 70 per cent
of the evacuees particularly in the Mylliem camps
are staying under certain things either constructed by
t}'lemselves or under the sky: Itisnota human beha-
viour that they are metted with; Mr: Speaker Sir, in
this connection also my friend Shri Sarkar perhaps
15 not thinking that this is not our business and it
may not touch him skin, But Sir, the security is still
in the hands of the Govt; of Assam, Now, there is
a system that these people are provided with coupons,
If they go to ask for the coupons the C:R.P. posted
there used to thriaten them: This is the responsi-
bility of the Govt, of Assam uptil now: Therefore
I want to draw the attention of the Govt: to see that



100 THE ASSAM APPROPRIATION (NO, 1V) BILL, 1971.  8rd Nov.

this people who are evacuees who have come as a
result of the barbarous attack on the people and
genocide committed against the people, are dealt with
properly. If they are metted out with a treatment
of war prisoners on the camp of enemy occupation
then not only that it will be an injustice done; it
will be inmoral on our part and it will be against
the spirit of our national behaviour; Mr. Speaker Sir,
with regard to grant No, 28 with regard to Home
guards; I want to draw the attention of the Chief
Minister and went to know what for the Home guards
are meant for; Whether it is for maintenance of peace
and helping the police in respect of maintaining peace
in our society. I do not think that this isa Congress
Guard. I do not think Sir, that the Home guards
belong to Congress Party rather it belongs to the State.
But it is very unfortunate that certain commandants
of Gauhati they try to scree the home gaurds if any-
body used to work under the red flag, under the
communist party in times of any food movement or
someother movement. I want to know from the is it
the policy of the Govt, If this is the policy of the
Govt. then I would naturally like to know why the
commandants has to screen the man who might have
participated in the movement; If the man is serving
alright; he is a fit person to be in the home guard:
And if any discrimination is there it will be consi-
dered illegal; I will be very happy in an answer is
to that effect: Mr, Speaker Sir; It would only like to
speak a few words on Grant No. 14, | think this
grant is about rural employment the “crash programme?”;
Sir, I very much appreciate the idea of creating some
temporary provisions for giving employment facilities
to our rural areas unemployed youths: But then the
Govt: of India every year gives some crores of rupees
that will not be able to touch the fringe of the
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problem: Whatever is granted that is spent;: I do not
think that this is the way. How we can really help
the unemployed people of our rural areas should be
examined properly: For example Rs.3 or 3.50 P. are
being paid to a daily wage labourer and they are
asked to some earth work or irrigation work and
Mr. Speaker Sir, you will be astonished to know how
the money is pilferaged by certain people in colla-
boration with certain Panchayat people and thereby
the money is never utilised which is meant for the
“crash programme”. I would advise the Govt. to
consider whether we can create Unemployed Young-
men’s Corps and give them land, give them other
facilities, so that not only they can produce something
but also they can earn their livelihood. By doing so
we can rehabilitate many young people in the rural
areas, I do not say that we should not utilise the
youths for digsing irrigation canals, That can be
done; As a matter of fact, we outcolves tried to
organise the young people and form youth organisa-
tion and asked them voluntarily come and construct
irrigation canals there it is necessary even without
the help of the Government. That we definitely do,
we encourage them to do such things. But it has to
be properly organised; Actually the youngmen will
be benefited by this kind of crash programme if they
are properly organised; We must be able to show
some result out of this crash programme, It is not
enough to say that so much of money was spent
under crash programme for employment of youths.
We should be able to show that such and such things
are done, so many allow of roads are constructed.
We must achieve result in concrate terms, Then
alone we shall be able to bring about certain definite
result whatever little it may be, which will bring some
change in our rural areas;

~
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Last point, Sir, in regard to Demand No. 9. 1 want
to draw the attention of the Government that it is
high time for them to reoriant the education policy
and evolve a permanent system. Sir, the policy
of the Government with regard to recognition and
derecognition of the Secondary Schools are changing
every now and then: Here is a pamphlet with me
which has been published by one Shri Surendra Nath  #
and others. Here they have stated thatin 1969 and <
in 1971 the policy of derecognition was changed; In .
1967—20 per cent pass was the basic. If the pass -
percentage was less than 20 per cent, that school was ;
derecognised; In 1971 it was changed to 30 per cent
pass. The school which will have less than 30 per cent
pass, that school will be derecognised: Now again 3
the basis of derecognition is being charged. The
roll call in Class IX was the basis and later on it
was changed that roll call in Class X would be the
basis. Now if the boys are sent for examination and
30 per cent of them pass, that school will not be -+
recognised, That means the number of students in
Class X will be taken into account and if less than ‘
30 per cent of them pass; that school will not be '
recognised.

Mr, Speaker, Sir, whether the Government has the
resposibility to see if the facilities are provided to
the students for study, or whether they are only to
see the percentage of pass only ? The facilities a
student gets for study should be taken into consideration,
to which no heed is paid and as a result thousands and
thousands of students are getting plucked, leading to
wastage of hard earned money of the parents and
guardians. There must be some clear-cut policy and e
it should be permanent till such time the social con-
dition demands. There should not be change of policy
every month and every year,

e
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Then again regarding change of curriculam and
texbooks; It has becomes heavy burden on the guar-
dians and parents and strain on the intelligency of
the boys; This kind of thing has to be stopped, other-
wise there is no use of saying that we have spent
so much of money for the upliftment and develop-
ment of education; The money spent will be a sheer
waste and there will be no development and improve-
ment of education;

Sir, the Primary school teachers have been pressing
the Government again and again for the D.A: of Rs. 20/-
they are entitled to from 1.4.69 to 31.8.69. It was
decided that 50 per cent of the D.A. would be
paid atonce and 50 per cent would he paid later, but
that has not yet been implemented. Then, Sir, whether
the Primary school teachers are mnot Government
employees. If they are considered as Government
employees, they should be given all the benefits a
Government official get. But this is not done. Why
are not the teachers given the benefits? Are they
not Government employees, If they are not Govern-
ment employees they should be allowed to participate
in political activities, Now they are not allowed to
participate in political activities. They cannot contest
in Panchayat elections. I do not say that they should
be permitted to contest in the Panchayat elections
or this election or that election; The point is that
they should be considered as Government employees,
and if they are considered as Government employees
they should be provided with all the benefits and
facilities a Government employee gets.

Then, Sir, regarding the retirement age of teachers.
Now the age limit is 55 years, and extension is given
one year after another upto 60 years. I want to ask
the Government if you do not want the teachers to
serve upto 60 years, you say so, insteed of giving
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them extension one year after another; The teachers
who can beg from door to door or contact the
Ministers or M.L.As get the extension: Those who
cannot do that, they do not get the extension, During
the time of extension the do not get any benefit. Now
either you make them Government officers and give
them other facilities a Government servant enjoys
including retirement benefits; If they'are not treated
as Government employees, given them full retirement
benefit, etc. The point should be considered and they
should be allowed to serve upto the age of 60 years
provided their health permits. I know some of the
teachers who are 70 years of age, but still continuing
in service, because they could manipulate their age.
Therefore I would urge upon the Government to
consider the case of Primary School teachers and allow
them to serve upto 60 years straightway, so that they
are not put to the predicament of begging from door
to door or contacting this M: A;: L. or that M. L: A;
for getting their extension of service. It is humilia-

ting on the part of the teachers to do so. I would urge

upon the Government to reconsider the whole case;

Now the question of Selection Grade; Why it is
not implemented. The Chief Minister iS now taking
the Education Department and I hope this will be done.

0 head pandits.
getting this allowance; This

Then about charge allowance t
Many of them are not
should be considered,

Last is the Chowkidar- This poor people are
not given any scale of pay or

; anything. Their case
should be considered,
Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M.)

s —There is a selec-
tion grade. After completion of 2

b5 0 years’ service the
teachers are eligible to get the selection grade,

¥ -
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Shri Phani Bora ! That is only in theory but not in
practice. That is why I say that this sort of anomalies
should be removed.

With these few words I conclude my speech.

+Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while
taking part in the debate on the Assam Appropriation No, 4
Bill T want to make certain observations under the heads
which we could not discuss. First, let me come to the grant
where the hon’ble Member Shri Bora left, that is, Grant No. 9—
Education. It is good that the Government is asking for
certain money to give relief to the low paid teachers in the
farm of ad-hoc D, A., and it is also gratifying to mpote
that the hon’ble Chief Minister who is also incharge of Educa-
tion has promised to ameliorate the grievances of the low
paid teachers and Chowkidars of the Aided High Schools
and Primary Schools. Apart from the D. A. there are
many other things to be done for the very existance of the
teachers at all levels, and if we wantto raise the standard
of education then we must improve the living condition
of the teachers, and it should be started not from the top
but from the bottom. Sir,so long nobody took any cogni-
sance of the sufferings of the teachers and other staff of the
schools. But the other day I was glad to hear from the
Chief Minister that he had a mind to reorganise the teaching
service. In this connection I would request the Chief Minis-
ter keep up the promise that he has made so that we may
have a satisfied group of teachers for the better education
“in our State. Apart from the fact that the Primary School
teachers have got many grievances, they are also demanding
Selection grade, and they have represented to the Govern-
ment times without number. We have also brought this
matter to the notice of the Government that the teachers
who have completed 20 years® service should be given selec-
tion grade. ,

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister) : Would you
prefer it by results or by the time ?

e

aSpeech not corrected
14 ;
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : On the basic of their records
that is to be considered: Selection grade should be there for
the school teachers. There is another point also. The teachers
who are eligible to get President’s award, their names are
not recommended to the Government of India. Their point is
that eligible teachers’ names should be recommended by rota-
tion. Then there is the question of Provident Fund benefit and
retirement- benefit to the . Primary School teachers, and the
Government should think about it. After retirement these .
teachers get nothing by way of pension and therefore, some
relief should be given to them.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister): We have
already passed a legislation for that. '

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Now, in Assam there are
different categories of high schools and M. V. Schools. _If
possible, Government should tfy to reduce the classes of such
schools so that there may not be ill-feeling in the minds of
the teachers. Now, in the explanatory note at page 16 it is
stated “The Tribal Research Institute located at Mawlaj
falls with the state of Meghalaya. In view of its location
within the State of Meghalaya, no provision whatsoever
was made in the budget of this Government for the year
1970-71. The question of" taking over of the Instityte by
the Meghalaya Government was taken up with the Govern-
ment of Meghalaya, It was found necessary, however, to
.~ take advance from Contingency Fund, to run the Instipyte
- without any disadvantage to the staff as no final decision
hias yet been taken for taking over the Institite by tpe
Government of Meghalaya,” We are now going away and
‘so- why should we take the responsibility of this institution ?
The Meghalaya Government should take the responsibility.
Again in the same page it is stated that “The amoynt of
Rs. 10,00,000 is required to be sanctioned as non-recurring
grant to Non-Government Secondary Schools, an additional
amount of Rs. 1.00,000 is req-qired 10 be sanctioned to the
Asgsam  Publication Board for preparation of Agsamese
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Encyclopedia and an additional amount of Rs. 1,00,000 for
Campus work project including Youth Welfare and
Hostels.......»” T do not koow where the money will. be
spent. Why in the midst of the session......... fathag

“Why, in the midst of the Session, this proposal should
come, I do not understand, [ want to know in what way
and for what purpose this money is going to be utilised. I
want further to know what policy the Government is going
to be adopted for utilising this money. The Government
has decided not to give money under deficit system. There
is a system of giving money under Ad-Hoc grants. There
are many loop-holes in this system. This is a very dangerous
system and this system should not be followed. This should
be converted to Recurring system of grants.

Sir, regarding Publication Board, everybody knows thatit
is not functioning properly and everybody knows what is
going about the money sanctioned for this Board. Corrup-
tion is rampant and nepotism, favourafism etc. are going on
unabated. From adopting curriculam to selection of books
for publication corruption is going on. As you know, Sir,
only the intelligent and educated few throughout the State
are interested for publication of books and it is well known
to everybody that they are dissatisfied with the Publication
Board. We want to know that is going on with this Organi-
sation, This is an autonomous body constituted with highly
qualified people of the State and it should not be a machi-
nery of corruption. As it .is constituted with the resolution
of this House, Government should explain matters connected
with this Board; Why there should. be corruption in this

organisation ? : : 2
(Voice— What kind of corruption ) :

Corruption is in publication of books. Books for publica-
tion are not properly selected, Books written by their
relatives or friends are given priority. They publish books
of those whom they like or on the basis of their relation
and other factors. : g

Now, Sir; I am coming to Grant No. 11: Itis about
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" Rural Development, In the vExj)lanatojry'No'tes,‘it. has been

‘mentioned ‘that—“the ‘Governmeiit took a decision to sanc-
tion more grant-in-aid to the mnon-official organisations
“belonging to Plains “Tribal people for implementing various
schemes on ‘self-help basis t the fag ehd of the financial
year "1970-71* Sir, I do not like to. go into details about
the scheme, but I want to know whether the money sanc-
tioned for the schemé has beén utilised” or it is simply
pocketified by somebydy? Whether it has been utilised for
the benefit of the commion poor people or for the Parly in
Power ? We have got some bad smiell about it, L

 Tam'now coming 'tb’axi{)ther'impof‘tan;t ;aéi))ept ie. Grght
‘Nos. 18 and 19. 1t is about'-irrigation and the white-
¢lephant the' Brahmaputra Commission.” About Grant "No.

18, our “honourable . leader Shri Bhattacharjee has rightly

said that we should give more :stljglés on mi'p:"_or'__"i’r:rigat"ign than
‘on thedium or major irrigation schemes, .As_the honourable
members"are aware, we have this ‘time péculiar freak of
"iature=on one side of thie State there is drought atid on' e
other side there is devastating floods, When there is floods
it is high time to. changé our schemes and ou
‘should be- 'so adopted they can fit well b
drought and in floods—whére there is drought we must have
well-planned  irigation ' system and where there is* flood,
aust nave. prog drainage system,
Sir, we find that in other States, they have given high pii
tity in Green Revolution, Though the lands in Hariara,
‘Tamilnadu, Kerala etc: are less' fertile than ours,

: v ation
-systems. Assam is lagging far behind in this respect and
definitely diie to lack of foresight
We do not know how our plans are adopted, otherwise we

] ‘ tandard of Green Revolution in
our State. I hope our Governinent give tiore attention to

A\

)& 1100¢5, WH in
- the Upper Assam, there is drought in the Lower Assam, So,

r schemes
oth in the
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electricity is '{fery essential. Here, we find there is some
tussel between the Agriculture Department and the Electri-
city Department,

(Voice—No, there is nothing wrong with these departments)
Yes, thereis. It is for the timber posts required for rural
electrification. Posts are not supplied by the Forest Depart-
ment and they are to be taken from outside contractors at
a high cost. Whenever the Forest Department is approa-
ched, they say there is no requisition for such posts and
on the other hand, the Electricity Department say that they
~are in tight corner. They are not getting posts locally. So
they have to take them from outside contractors. There-
fore, arrangements should be made for expansion of rural
electricifation so that lift irrigation schemes can be under-
taken on a large scale;

Now, coming to the question of the Brahmaputra Flood
Commission, I would like to say that nearly 3 crores of
rupees have been granted which has to be spent by the
3lst March 1972 on the Brahmaputra Flood Control
schemes. I want to know whether the promised amount
of Rs, 15 crores has been received from the Government

of Andia; If not, in what way they are going to implement
the scheme ?

Sir, on 23rd February, 1971; the hon’ble Chief Minister
went on an elettion campaign to the constitution of the Law
Minister, when the Law Minister was also present there.
At that time he was not the Law Minister. The Chief
Minister made a promise that the Brahmaputra dyke would
be completed within that year, But so far nothing has
been done in this direction, Sir; are we to understand that
our Ministers have given only false hopes? In the same
way, Sir, I have got a written assurance from the Minister
incharge of Flood Control about construction of a sluice
gate and a bund at Hatibandha and Chaokhat Mouzas.
Cent percent assurance was given for this, but I find to my
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surprise that no provision has been made in the successive
budget.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Flood Control): Sir, on
a point of clarification. Sir, the honourable member’s -
demand was with regard to maintenance and repair of flood
affected” bunds and it was an original work. In my
assurance I told the honourable member that it would be
done provided the funds permit,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: So, this time, I caution the
Government. I am not saying so only to have political
advertisement for the coming election. ;

There is a limit to tolerance. We have been saying
these things for s> many years but this time if the scheme
is not implemented within this month then we will have
to take recourse to some sort of constitutional agitation.
If the construction is not taken up then the people will
have to be shifted to some other place. This is a serious
matter and if Govt. does not take appropriate steps
within a short time then for anything that happens Govt.
will not be able to blame the people. We are here to
represent the people, the will of the people. Therefore,
if a man dies of starvation it is better for the représen-
tative to die first. I believe in this theory and I wish to
follow it. (There was some  laughter). Nobody should
laugh. Did the Minister of State not meet a group of
young people at Gohpur, could he reply to their questions ?
He made some promises regarding the Lohitmukh bund.
When questions were put to him he could not reply.
~ This will be the fate of everybody if promises given to

the people are not honoured. Of course, there may be
certain difficulties but that is no reason to given false
promises. I would, request the Minister incharge to take up
this matter urgently so that the life and property of the
people could be saved. '

Now coming to grant No., 20—we will discuss this in



1918 THE ASSAM APPROPRIATION (NO. IV) BILL, 1971, 111

detail during the  no-confidence motion., Here simply I
want to draw the attention of the Financc Minister to
1:ck into it.- In the second para it is stated that Rs. 9,50,000/-
is required for clearing liability already incurred for
mainteinence of Passi-Garampani Road by Jowai-Badarpur
Road Construction Division under Jowai District before
handing over the same to the Border Road Organisation
for which no provision has been made in the budget.

«  Shri Altaf Hossain Majumdar (Minister, P.W.D.) : The
Hon’ble Member is confusing this road with some other
road. For the information of the Hon'ble Member I can
say that this road was within the jurisdiction of the
Meghalaya Government, but later on a decision was taken
that all important roads State highways connecting
different districts should remain with Assam, and there was
no provision for this road in our budget in 1969-70, 1970-71
and 1971-72. Hence the Supplementary demand. There was
a decision at one time that the Border Road Organisa-
tion should take it over, but subsequently the Border Road
Organisation decided that they will not take over this road
because for security reasons they had to take up some
other roads.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: But what is there in the
explanatory road ? Are we to bring a priviledge against
the Minister for giving false information ? What other
road you mean ? Do have patience till the 9th when we
will -bring out more things.

Under the head “Famine Relief® Mangaldoi and North
Kamrup have been mentioned...... '

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister): This morning I have
informed the House that if there is any scarcity in any part
of the State and the Hon’ble Members bring those facts
to our notice we will take immediate steps.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Reparding grant No. 27, 1
would simply mention that the amount now being asked
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for will be re-imbursed by the Government of India. We would
know tomorrow when the Minister of Relief and Rehabi-
litation replies to our Motion whether any amount has been
re-imbursed by the Government of India, and if so, what -
amount, and what was the actual understanding we had from
the Government of India in respect of getting financial assis-

tance from the Government of India.
"Sri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (C.M.) ( Chief Minister ) ¢

Financial assistance is given by the Government of India only
for the drought affected areas. They have not taken into
consideration the flood-affected areas. For flood-effected
areas they will have another assesment. Now whatever the
Government of India has given it is for the drought affected
areas, Therefore, Mangaldoi and North Kamrup have
been mentioned in this supplementary demand.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: 1 am speaking about the
Relief and Rebabilitation grant, The report which we
have feceived about the utilisation of this amount in the
distribution of rice, construction of barracks etc, it is not
satisfactory. The money meant for the relief of distress of
the people should be properly utilised.

Mr. Speaker—We have got only 25 minutes more, |
want to give 15 minutes to the Minister for his reply. At
6-30 all questions will be put whether the Minister speak
or not. This is the decision of the House. Therefore, I
would request the Members to cut short their speeches,
Mr. Soneswar Bora will speak for three minutes. :

AT 9 ST A2, wsifit 3@ W #i3es,
wtfe ¢ A 4B s ARTE (@ FIAM %A A ¢ Tafa5rz sy
A& | 3 79 gz Il | A 7q BTAe ASLA| AAAE 20RO
Control zfag @il 33 (@3¢ sifral fpal #rAe (Il a1 A3 |
a3 5@ eTBIE A wpiaptata dfarkl @2 Demand No. 7 @i
R Mo 1 aa @i 2l atd 531 €19 F31 t5TE (1B AN
& 1 3395 v AFl ApfE el el @l 3ty el I |
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MR ST T, > R WRIF ete terel 5 4 39 @ |
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Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister, Finance) : Sir,
I regret to say that this procedure which has been adopted
by this House that the Ministers will not be heard is wrong.
It will kill the democracy and one of the members of this
House expressly said—since the Ministers exaggerate, it is
better we speak and Ministers do not speak: Iam saying
that the democracy is based on the mutual acceptance of
the other points of view; If the other points of view is not
heard, and only one point of view is heard, to that extent
the democracy becomes functionless. This is the misfortune
of this House; Therefore, I would urge upon the Hon’ble
members that while alloting time, they should in their
minds make allotment both for themselves as well as others.

Then only there will be conflict of ideas out of which truth
is born;

Mr. Speaker : I want to take the sence of the House:
Would it continue. There is only one or two minutes to
6-30 now. The House decided to pass the Bill at 6-30 by
putting all the questions; that was mandatory provision ;
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whether the Minister is heard or not, that is not my concern;
Now that is for the House to decide whether at 6-30 all

the questions should be put.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) : Sir;
the best thing will be —let us sit 10 minutes more.

Mr. Speaker ; After 10 minutes all the questions will
be put.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister, Finance) : Sir,
the discussion held today has been very fruitful with regard
to education, crash programme and irrigation. So, I want
to address only to these three points which has been very
much raised. For other questions regarding evacuees we
will get another chance to discuss later. With regard to
education, what idea the Hon’ble members have, we have
also almost the same idea: In point of fact, our Cheif
Minister has been thinking of revolutionery decision to be
applied to Education. But unfortunately, all decision, when
we calculate in terms of money is running into crores. It isfor
this reason that this Cabinet decided to go in for...... I want to
address on three points which have been very much raised,
because there are other question of evacuees also, With regard
to education we also have the same ideas. From the point
of fact, this is a revolutionary idea, if this can be applied
to education: But unfortunately all the decisions fail when
we calculate money and it is for this reason we could
not pass it and there is no chance of passing it now:
We do not want to rule by ordinance or to impose taxation,
I may point out that the Bengal Government had educa-
tion tax when CPM Government passed, education taxation
and cess whereas we have not been able to pass any I
have myself been a teacher and therefore I know the
difficulties of teachers, what are the short-comings of the
teachers, Take for housing, school building and college
building. Hundreds of crores will be necessary for building
up the buildings. I can say that one thousand crores will

re,
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be necessary for building educational institutions of the
State. As for instance the cost of the property of the
Darrang College will be 50 lakhs. Look at the number of
Schools and GColleges; the maintenance of which is the
primary responsibility of the State. In the Third Plan we
had 83 per cent. Now it is again 80. So we could not
possibly cross the border of 80 per cent. The population
is growing in such a fast phase that the maintenance of the
educational institution has become faster than our mode of
economy; This is difficult; There are also the evacuee
problem: So we will have to cut non-plan expenditure
and the Government of India’s direction is to cut non-plan
expenditure by 5 per cent. So expenditure on non-existing
scheme should be cut........ (voices)....
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Mr. Speaker : The question is that the Assam Appro-
priation (No. IV) Bill, 1971 be taken into consideration.

(The motion was adopted).
There is no amendment.
Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripatﬁi (Minister, Finance) ¢ I
beg to move that the Assam Appropriation (No. 1V) Bill, 1971
be passed.

Mr. Speaker : Now the question is that the Assam
ropriation (No. IV) Bill, 1971 be passed:

(The motion was adopted).

App
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Calling Attention to a matter of Urgent Public Importance
Strike by A.S.E.B. Workers’ Indefinite Strike.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, under
Rule 54 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in the Assam Legislative Assembly, I beg to call the attention
of the Minister-in-charge of Power and Electricity to a news
item published in “Assam Tribune”, dated the 2lst October.
1971 under the caption “ASEB Workers’ lndefinite strike
from December, 8th”, In this connection I want to say, Sir,
the main grievences for which the workers of the A.S.E.B.
have resorted to strike is that the Board Authorities practi-
cally ignore the recommendation of the Wage Board and
they have taken a decision in rtespect of giving pay scale
to the workers of that particular organisation. At page 3 of
the Report of the Central Wage Board for Electricity
Undertakings, 1969 the Wage Board has amply clarifies that »

“a) to determine the categories of employees (manual;
clerical, supervisory etc.) who should be brought with the
scope of the proposed wage fixation ;

(b) To work out a wage structure based on the princi-
ples of fair wages as set forth in the report of the Committee
on Fair Wages ; and

(c) to evolve a Gratuity Schemesfor the Industry, At
page 46 and 47 the general principles governing fixation of
wages has been laid down. At page 91 it has been mentioned
that there has been a trend in some of the State Electricity
Boards to link their scheme of the dearness, allowance to
the one adopted by the Central in preference to the
system as in the case of their respective State Government.
An amendment also needed at page 87 in this respect ? The
employees of the Government of Assam are also not satisfied
with the present pay structure due to which a Pay Committee
was constituted. The nature of work performed by the
ASEB workers is quite different then that of the general
people serving under the general Department. Therefore, by
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considering all these aspects this Board Authority ought to
have taken a decision for the benefit of the poor workers;
more particularly this ASEB: There are some officers who
have abruptly decided against the interest of the workers:
Therefore, I would like to respect the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge of Power and Electricity to sit together and come
to terms with the Board Authority and finalise the decision
so that the grievances of the workers for which they are
now threatening strike could be mutualy settled:

Shri Biswadev Sarma ( Minister, Electricity ): = MI.
Speaker, Sir, it has been brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment that a section of the workers of the A, S. E: B. has
indicated its desire to report to strike over the question of
implementation of the recommendations of the Central Wage
Board for Electricity Undertakings.

The recommendations of this Board covered the questions
of Basic wage, Dearness Allowance, House rent allowance
and gratuity., The Government of India accepted these
recommendations and requested the employing authorities to
implement them; These recommendations are not statutory:

The A.S.E.B: held a series of discussions with the
recognised Union, i.e; The Assam State Electricity Board
Workers’ Union, about the question of categorising the
workers for the purpose of implementing the Wage Boards®
recommendations. But no agreement could be reached as
the A.S.E: Board felt that the categorisation suggested by
the Union was not in conformity with the Wage Board’s
recommendations,

The AS.E.B,, therefore, considered these recommenda-
tions in the context of the decisions of the West Bengal
Electricity Board as also the resources position of the A.S.E:B;
and decided as follows :

(1) As the pay scales of the Board compared favourably,
in general, with those recommended by the Wage Board,
due to the merger of D: A; as recommended by the Pay
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Committee; 1964; these pay scales would continue unchanged.

(2) D. A, will be fixed against the slabs of income given
in the Wage Board Report:

(3) D: A: will be revised taking into consideration the
comparable increase in emoluments in other Electricity
Boards like Maharastra, Gujrat, West Bengal etc.

(4) On this basis, the D. A. rates were revised upward by
Rs: 20/- to Rs: 50/- p.m: The Board has already given
Rs, 20/- p.m: extra with effect from 1.4.69 and another
Rs. 10/- with effect from 1.9.70. After adjusting these
earlier increases, it was seen that the lowest two categories
of workers would not get any extra benefit with effect from
1.9.70. Hence the Board decided to sanction them a house
rent allowance @ Rs; 80/- p. m. with effect from 1.4.60
itself;

These increases would cost the A.S.E.B: about Rs. 60
lakhs for paying the arrears. Fifty percent of these arrears
have been paid before the last Puja and the remaining fifty
per cent would be paid by the next Bohag Bihu:

It is seen that inclusive of house rent allowance, the
lowest category of workers in the Board would get Rs. 173/4
p.m; as against a minimum of Rs. 148/- as recommended by
the Wage Board; with effect from 1.4.69, The D.,A. rates
of the AS.E.B: employees are better than those of the
State Government Employees: Further, the A.S.E.B: has
decided that its employees would be given the option to
choose the State Government pay scales and D. A. rates as
ultimately fixed on the recommendations of the Pay
Committee recently set up by the State Government, if the
employees so desire;

The Government feel that under these circumstances
a strick would not be justified, particularly in view of the
present emargent situation facing the Nation, It is seen that
the people in general who have to suffer immensely because
of such strikes, have no sympathy for such a strike: The
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Government of India also have recently declared the Electri-
city Service as an Essential Service in this State, under the
Essentrial Services Maintenance Act and prohibited any
strike therein.

Hence, the Government hope that no strike would take
place in this Essential Service,

S _ o 2 However,
I have requested the Chairman, Assam State Electricity Board
to have a discussion with the workers to remove the mis-
apprehansion in their mind.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : In this connection, may I
draw the attention of the Minister in Charge of Power that
the brief which most probably has been prepared by his
officers (Shri Biswadev Sarma, Minister) who else does not
give a clear picture. As the Minister has said, the
workers of the State Electricity Board come under the
Essential Service Act, and we also want their service but
at the same time we must also come forward to have
some sort of discussion with the workers; The statement
as it is not factually a very correct one because I have
got documents to be able to contradict it:

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, Industries and Power) :
gir; T have already said that there can be no discussion
on this statement, aud I have a so said that I have directed
the Chairman to have a discussion with the workers if
they have any misapprehansion in their minds.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: May I not request the
Minister to intervene in the matter ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, Industries and Power) ¢
I shall intervene when I must. Now the Chairman has

agreed for a discussion and at this stays my intervention

is not necessary:
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Adjournment

The Assembly adjourned till 10 A;M: on Thursday;
the 4th November, 1971.

U. Tahbildar,
Shillong, Secretary,
The 3rd Nov., 1971; Assam Legislative Assembly:.
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