DEBATES CF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
' Wedpesday, June 13. 1973
The house ~met at 10 A. Mip the Assembly Chamber,
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Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS
( To which oral replies were given )
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Shrimati Renuka Devij Barkataki One of the main
architects of the new Government has become the biggest
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y
v (a) Whether the Town Milk Supply programme taken by
the Department, has been proved to be self-sufficient or

profitable ¢

(b) Which are the towns now covered under this

programme ¢

(c) Who arc actual beneficiaries 1. e, who sale milk to

this Depaitment ¢
A (d) How many indigenous people have taken up to the
milk supply as their means of living ¢

Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER ( Minister, Veterinary )
replied ;
(a)—The Town Milk Svpply Scheme s a producer-
consumer oriented Scheme and so it i not self-sufficient.

(b)—Gauhati and Jorhat Towns have already been covered

under this programme, Tezpur and Dibrugarh Towns are

4 also being brought under this Scheme.
(c)—The Milk Producers of the rural areas are  benefited
directly.
(d)—The number of indigenous people who supply milk is

approximately 4076. As most supplirs are received through
Co-operative Societies, exact figures cannot be ascertained

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, in reply to (2)
the Minister has stated that the Town Milk Supply Scheme
is a producerconsumer oriented scheme and therefore it is
not self-sufficient. May 1 know from the Minister the
amount of money given by the Government as Subsidy

o Farothis. ceheme. unto=dates. .
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Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer ¢ No subsidy is given ; gran;
is given. It is around Rs. 22 lakhs a year,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, the Minister in
his reply has stated that about 4,000 indigenous people
are benefited by this scheme. May I know whether
Government is aware of the fact that many non-Assamese
pzople have settled all along thc Gauhatj-Shillong road
and started doing milk supply business ¢

Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer : Government are aware but
these people claim that they are permanent inhabitants
of Assam. :

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, the Minister
has stated that the Government is aware of the fact
that many non-Assamese people have settled all along the
Gauhati-Shillong road and started doing this business but
at the same time he has said that when these people
claim that they are permanent inhabitants of Assam, they
are to be treated as indigenous people. May I know from
the Minister whether Government has any machinery to
find out they are really indigenous people or they have
come from outside India 4

Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer : In my reply, when 1 saig
that they are permanent inhabitants of Assam, 1 had in
mind those people who have settled down all along (he
road from Gauhati to Jagiioad and beyond, I did pq¢
have in mind those people who have settled along Gauhat;.
Shilling road. As for machinery, the machinery does pot
tie with the Veterinary Department but jt may be with
the Home Department,



y
.S
1

1973 Questions & Answers 15

Shri Probin Kumar Chaudhury ¢ Whether it is a fact
that the Veterinary Department has introduced card system
to supply milk to the consumers ¢

Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer ¢ I think we sell milk to those
who come to purchase milk and there is no card system.

Shri Probin Kamar Chaudhury s It is not a fact. The
other day my servant weat to purchase milk but he was

asked to produce card. So, itis not a fact.
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_starred  Question’ ‘No, . 123« ‘was not - takea up  as. . Hon’ble
Mcmber ~ was . absent: 3 e AR =
Re : National Forest Pollcy Resolution
Shri BIREN RAM' PHOOKAN asked '
+124. will the. Mumster .Forests be pleased to state—
a) what percentage of total area ofland was laid down In. th Nation
Forest policy resolution of 1952 for mamtammg under Forests cover ?
b) what Percentage of .area under Forests against the total area of
land im the presnt State - of Assam? :
c) what is the total area of bare land brought. under Forests cover
in Assam pqrsua_nt to the above National Forest. pollcy resolution ?
_ d) what is 't‘h'e tetal area of Forests that came 1nto - possession of
Government as a result of acquiring of the Z_aniiridary Estates .in Goal-
para District during ‘1955-56 2 TSR Fd s
Shri PARAMNDA GOGOI (Minister. Forests) Teplied s
(a)—33% : 3 e SR B e,
(b)—20¢ 7A Resarved Forest: (mcludmg those mthe Autonomous Dlstncls)

15.3% Uncloscd State Forests,
Total 36% i
c) 92,212 Hectares have been declared Reserved Forcst since 1952,

d) 93,082 Heotares out ‘of ' which 44,850 Hectares have been deelared
Reserved Forest, ~¥ - 5
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AL =14’ =wefre Assam State Council of Indo-Sovxet Cu]lural

vSocnety (I.S. C. U. S.).
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- Re : SPorts and Physical’Educatiﬁn 2L

Shri BIREN RAM PHUKAN asked ; °

*126. Will the Mlmster Educallon be pleascd to- state —

Whethera permanent Dlrcctor of Sports and / Physical
education to be appointed in Assem to lcok after the various
games and sports .in Assam.y | oyl

Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDRA (Minister;
Education) replied : ,

126. The matter is under consideration of Government
and no final decision has been taken yet.
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. . -Res: Bamummaldam Industrlal Estate ...
g Shrl mati RENUKA DEVI. BARKATAKI askcd FIR
" 2127 Will: the ' Minister;, lndustry be pleased to ‘state-
(a) The names- -of the private partles 10 whom sheds “are
allotted ‘in the’ Bamu"xmaldam Industrlal Estatey
-(b); - How many “of the Industnes are” workmg ?
" (¢) How many sheds are under lock and ‘key'y o

(d) Whether 1t is a fact. that a number of factenes bad :
o to be'closed for wang,: of rpw matenalsy ;_u_; Lo

;(s) lﬁ o, rhe nqumhe} .,@ﬁa sych factonesy

A

) (a)—-l‘he naes” of the private pattles to Whom sheds
* have been allo'tted at”’ Industrial* Estite, : Gauhatl ‘“Bamun-'
.imaidam:;-.are . fnfmshed in the sta"te’ment placed on the '

rTable of _the:-House, '/ TV M e Y
(b)—24 Nos. of anate Industrial Umts are W’orkmg

A Q;»‘.“‘A-a-.... I - [t '!.."--Y
,v it

at present. o el : T |
. (c)—4. (four) sheds ate under loek: and key at presenﬂ. _

VX{ . (d)—No exceptmg on rare 000&5‘810% temp@ramlys. e
(e)--Does not arlse. R TR j :
Re:. Building kas 'l"}'7 7 :

o *128 Wnl! the: Minister: Electnélty be pleased to s,tate—
‘(a) Whether it is a faef that -contract’ for bulldmg works-
. under:.group I, 1I ‘and bl at Gossaxgaon Was glyen ‘by'
ASEB to’ Mr. ' S: P, Pathak and Mr. i H Tewan,? T
~ (b) Whether it is a fact that the said work was aetua‘lly exec
utecep by Mr B.B. Mnsra, a Subordmate Engmeer under ASEBr
e * Shii MAHAMMAD 1DRIS (Mnmster, EIectncty) rephed'
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(a)—Yes, LG

(b)—This mater is under investigation. However, Shri B. B. Misra“"
has since resigned from the secrvice of the Board.

: 2 ... Re :Procurement of Seeds

Shrmntl RE\IUKA DEVI BARKAI‘AKI asked

s129, wxll the Mlmster Agrlculture be pIcased to state—

(a) The total quantum of seeds procured by the Assam Seced Corp
_oration durmg the Rabi Crop programme 1972-73 ?

(b) what is the proportion of aceds purchased ldualiy and purchased
from outside Assam ; i g !

() The percentage of seeds supplied by the Government sced farms /=
in Assam ? ' / . '

Ad) ‘The amount invested in various seeds farms for its development
from Rabi Crops Scheme ?  Tg ’

Shri UPENDRA DAS ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

(@ & (b)—The quantum of different seeds . procured by  the -Assam
Seeds Corperation for the Rabi Crop of 1972.-73- locally as well

as from outside is as follows s—

: e  (In Qus.)
: . Local Ouiside Total
(i) Mustard  1.851-60 = ... "1.851:60 Y
: ‘ 1889- e g
(i) Lentil 1,88990 150 . .2,869-90
(iii) Peas 4,563 4563
(iv) wheat e 20,724 20,724
(Certified) =
(v) wheat .. o) P :
s - 82,008 e 82,028
(vm) Boro 2,104:20 ... 21404 20
pddy
(vii) IR-$/Jaya ... 3,000 3000
(Certified '
as Boro)

(c) .Tfhc follwing Quantities were Supplied by the Assam Seeds Cor



(iii) RS 133‘ XL
Paddy as, Lo

e (d) Wlietﬁer' s

of Indum ‘Go
;mgo' tant pomts \m.fcon
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(b) If so, whether the enquiry is over ? 7
(c) If so, whether any raport has been submitted to Govzarnment”

(d) If so, will a copy of the report be made availabele to the
Members

Shri UPENDRA DAS. ( Minister, Fisheries ) replied s
(a)—Yes a Committee has been constituted by the Department

to enquire into certain Iapses on the part ‘of officials nrespect

of constructions of two mechanised boats by the Fishery Depart«l

ment.
{b)—No.

{c)—~Does net arise.

(d)=Does not arize.

UNSTARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS

Re North Eastern counci

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA asked :

4. Will the Chjef Minister be Pleased to state—

(a) How many officers and staff of different grades from the Gover-
ment of Assam have been recruited to the Northestern Council
Secretariat (Name of such officar and staff and the Posts held
by them in the N.E.C. Secretariat to be furnished) »

(b) How many local qualified youths of Assam have been given
employment in the North-Eastern Council Secretariat and who are they 3



RS
..:f , Questxons & Answers I '
s 3 c o e R ‘ A
‘shri_ SARAT CHANBRA SINHA (Chlef Mlmster) :ephed . ’ '
'.‘-4‘1(,;$ Y SR - > ..! fmr L.
(a)--g g . sgnxor I Aﬁ., offlcet and two stenogrlaphers liave so far Ak '
beenv depntefl from Assam. 1Zhe;x‘ namps and appomtments iu the North- SUURER
DA A4 fl “Tb e s, )
Eastern Councxl Secretanat are glven below'-— fff~_ AT WA
) TTART L el kg ¢ E

mad s el

(1) Shrl B S Sargo IA:S.A as; Plnnmng-(Advlser._f_‘ ,, S

(n) Shri Arug, B;hatta ’harya, ,as Gr&@v II 'Sjenographer. R
; . L Ch it
Grade lI Stehogtapher. B
l"has4 bleex; réqu ted ) g
jrespect. : :

',,to let ”thg_S,tatg Govemment know the present pusmon in thl
>t bh wte ot Asswm., Ix

.’ ._! !?
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Shri Jaganhath Sinha :—Hon. Minister bas stated that
1. 42 érore cft-of timber was supplied to the plvwood factoris
from 1961 to 171 in Assam and that the coupe holdcrs
must supply 807% of /the timber to the pfy—Wood factories.
May I know whether this ' concession is extended to the
plywood-factories. in Cachar's If so how much- has been

su-plizd and since whee If nof, why noty¢
ghri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister* Forests ) : =i=13

Cseatrre 43) A13BR (FHA |(CD 1 (S (Fq® IFNA W WIS

@3 oF| fanga @1y canty 4 |
Shri Jagannath Sinha —-So far my information goes.

i;his is not a fact. May T request the Horn. lester i {)

make an ¢nquiry into the mater and give a statement to

'House 9 if, however no timber is  supplied at the same

concessional rate why this discrimination is made g

Sreaaa orst (9, AiEei) & A3 (SR AT AFAI 43

w3 wirg | (oA F@6E AME AN WA 27 37 WE GBS |

fogii pies @izl N W® ©iF 743 92 I I (12 AFE W
35137 1 Brwtsl Aife wite (izsae Ry ARkans gemifie sfEe |
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| A are reputred to supply- the p]ywood to the mdustry at a
cé’nﬁesswnal rate alsoy - - :
" Shri Paramananda Gogol (Mmrst"er\ u——a@g W em

| fies 3R e wNe Simr vmg A Boh otecht e formgw R

3w fretet B ﬁsm ety WA @3 wew eTes Sarel ,4:-2

Lo Shri "Md. Umaruddm °——§1r hé -has not gnvcn the: m'eply
-to my guestion, My’ questlom is whether thc Mills, who -
" were, supphed rhe logs at a’ cgncesswnal rate, are’ rempred
to sutpply the :phywood in turn . to. the‘ mdustry at ‘a conce-

__ o

ssxonal ‘rate also.?
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Shn Md Umaruddm -—Sn'.l_ may I know whether -the. -
Mlllq who were supphed the logs 3t a concessm‘ nal' rate .'
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Seani atsl 1— awEly wew fa ke wey RGeS @ie €13
®@q] 22 9
Mr. Speaker : item No.3 Mr. Bora.
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Mr. Speaker : We new come to item No, 3
' Descussion under Rule 54,

Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique :— Sir, under Rule-54 of .
the Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly, I beg to call the attention of the
Hon’ble Chief Minister’to the news-item appearing in the
Dainik  Asom, dated 23rg May/1973 under the caption
“fasie A7 wEq I AN S s which, if it
is true, will adversely affect the interest of Assam as



-
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‘ oficers, particularly, those dealing with Assam affairs should

function withia® the territorial limits of the State.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :— The atfention
of tae Government has been drawn to hthe News item with
the headline “fisisg #iql =793 FFIFY AN ERATR GFQ
The news refers to the attitude of the officials of the
Central Government. _

The facts as available with the Government may be

summarised as below &
With respect to the office of the Accountant General,

Asstm in Shillong, it will be unfair to say that the

Accountant General is reluctant to remove his office from
Shillong. On the other hand he has been pressing for

the suitable plot of land to be given to his establishment

in the site of the permanent capital where the A. G.. would
likc to have their buildings constructed. Since the site: for the per-
manent capital is yet to be | decided, it has not been poss:ble to do
anything about the request of the Accounfant General.

Meanwhile Accountant Géneral has decided to postaske]cton staff

auhaii mainly in the interest of facilitating
For this

from his establishment at G
the day-to-day work of the State Government at Dispur.
purpose, A. G. intimated in March, 1973 that he had already posted
3 Accounts 'Oﬁicers, 9 Section Officers, 38 U. D. Clerks, 4 L. D. Clerks

and 3 Grade IV employees at Gaubati.

Accountant General has also been eager to post about 200 officers
and “staff of his office in Dispur. To facilitate. that pnsting, the
Accountant Ceneral has asked for certain facilities regarding residential
and office accommodation at Dispur. Accountant Ceneral has further
intimated that he would have preferred to start with the April 1973

accounts The exact quantum of work to be transferred to Dispur

would, however, naturally depend upon the office and residential
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the Assam  Government would be able to mayek
timing would also depend on the administrative
convanience. At,countant General, Assam has also expressed his willingness
to slr'ire the ]l"ﬂl[dth[]S under whmh the Assam Governmcnt is working

at Di sour particularly with le'dl'd to office and res:dcuual accommodation.

accommodation that

available and the

The actual office and residential accommodation that the Assam
Government woﬁld be in a position to make available for A. G, S.
sfafl at Dispur on a phased basis is receiving active  consideration

dcp-*ndmg on the progress of construction and the availability of
aecommoda.ion.

W

There s, therefore, no apprehension
to prevent or delay

that = there is any eonspiracy
the shifting of the A, G.’ s establishement cuncerned

with  Assam  Government. to the temporary Capital site at Dispur.

With respect ‘to the office of tie Central Excise and the  land
Customs, it appears from the information collected  that the Collectorate
office in’ Shillong is the Administrative Headquarters of the Sub-
divisions which are entrusted in the collection of revenue. on the
collection requirement. The Jurisdiction of the Shillong Collectorate
comprises of Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mampur,'
Tripura and Mizotam and it is also responsible for custom work in
the areas adjacent to Burma, Bang'adesh and Tibet.

The collectorate at Shillong, since its very inceptior, has been
looking for its own officc  accom nodation, Receatly  the Government
of India has accorded sanction for purchase of land for the office
building to be COnstructed at Laitum¥hcah, Shillong. It is for
Government of Tadia tg locate its for the
collection reveyues,

thse
coaventent office of

With regard to the offise of the G:ological Survey of India, Shillong .

which was established in 1961, it has been working with the following
four circles :(—
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Assam-Meghalaya Circle with Headquarters at Shillong.

[

Manipur-Nagaland Circle with Headquarters at Imphal.

Tripura-Mizoram Circle with Headquaters at Agartala.
4. Arunachal Pradesh Circle with temporary Headquarters

at Tézpur.

It is for the Government of India to locate his office for the
efficient administration of the Department.

The work connected with the Coal Investiyvation in all the States
is being conducted under the direct supervision of the Central Head-
quarters of the Coal Division located at Calcutta. The Engineering
Geological investigations are also being done at Calcutta under the

direct supervision of Engineering Geological Supervision located at Calcutta.

A.M. S /PCD. -2 @ :-

No. 9
The collecting divisions are situated different at pléee:; depending*

: General Discussion on the Budget.

Shri Santi Ranjan Dasgupta— Mr. Speaker, Sir. I shall restr itycm
spzech on the financial aspect of the budget and I shall not enter
into any other points. So -I-shall try to complete my speech within
fifteen minutes. I stated yesterday that the budget is a beautiful one
and I also stated that I shall advance my reasons for this remark.
For my remark that the budget is a beautiful one 1 want to recall
the memory of the hon’ble members of this august House to the
receivant portion of the budget speech of the hon’ble Chief Minister in
June, 1972. In delivering the budget speech regarding the economic

position of the State the chief Minister staed ‘Ways and means

» ad.ances from the Reserve Bank of India have always been per-

mitted to the States to previde for the imbalance in the flow of
receipt vis a-vis expenditure. For Assam the authorised ways and means
advance to meet such imbalance was fixed at Rs. 3,20 crores comp-r
ising of the ordinary ways and means advance of Rs. 0.60. crore and

special ways and means advanze of Rs. 2.60 crores.
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( The hon’ble Speaker left the House and hon’ble Deputy Speaké‘ﬁ'\

occupied the Chair) Shortfall in excess of this authorised amount™ -

used te be covered by over drafts on the Reserve Bank of India

which practice has been in operation all over the couatry over the

years.

The total amount of over drafts taken from the Reserve Bank

of India by various States reached the figure of about Rs. 640 crores
which eaused serious concern to the Central Government d4s it
tentamounted to an indirect from of deficit finaneing with all the
consequential inflationary pressures on the economy. It is in thag

background that the Ceitral Government decided to bring into-

B

operation the Scheme from Ist May 1972 based on complete stoppage

of any over draft by a State Government f om the Reserve Bank of

India and limiting their drawals to the prescribed ways and mecans

advancss only. The limit of our authorised ways and means advance
was refixed at Rs, 5 crores as against the original limit of Rs. 3. 20

crores

and free over draft facilities from the} R. B. I, according to

need was totally stopped, The immediate repercussions of such a drastic
change in a long-established system of meeting budgetary requirement

may easily be imagined. Sir, this was the statement ; this was the

eeonomic condition, the economic positicn prevailing in the yuie,

1972-73 and this was expressed by the Chief Minister. But what h

happened this year 7 While rresenting this year’s budget the
Chief Minister who is also the finance Minister stated During my

speech before this ken’ble Hecuse while presentirg the Eudget

for 1972-73 T had refirred to the difficulties sreated by the

sudden

stoppage of overdraft faci'ities by the Reserve Bank and

observed that this would be a blessing in disguise in the long run as

it would lead to better

enforcement of financial discipline, TIn order

to regulate the expenditure of the departments in a plsed manner to

. b ta ‘
avoid undue strain on the State’s ways and means position a systemé—

of Letter of Credit was introduced during the last financial year in

respect of most of the heads of expenditure and this has proved very
useful in avoiding overdraft with attendant complications and also in

eneovraging the departments to phase their expenditure properly. Sir,

asyhh
4
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9 from a shaky mentality the State Finance Minister has developed a

¥ mentality of confidence in the state’s finance. It gained by reducing

i

\the overdraft from the Reserve Bank. of India from Rs.41.65 crores

on 3lst March72 10 a Surplus of 2.83 creres on 3lst Mar, 1973,
what the State gained from this? The economic prestige of the State
has been raised in the eye of the Reserve Bank. that is number one.
Number two — determination of the State to fight out the economic
crisis, that it is faced with has been amply proved. Number three—
mutual confidence of the Chief Minister and the Finance Department
has been restored ; and number four—the shaky mental condition has

been totally done away with. Numbar five — the State has saved the
iaterest that was being paid to the Reserve Bank of India by rsgular

Withdrawal of overdrafts. Therefore, Sir, I stated that this budget is
a beautiful one. To-day we do not depend on overdraft from the

reserve Bank of India. This is uot a small achievement ; this is

not a mattor of joke. So thereby the State has gained economic presti-
ge all over the country. My second point Sir, why I stated this budget
is a beautiful one. Sir, in the year 1971-72 on the capital 'receipt_‘side
the State actually took a loan of Rs. 190 crores. In the revised

In the revised budget of 1972-73 the State has estimated the
capital receipt to the extent of 157 crores. That means it has done
away with 33 erores ; in the current year it has ;been  brought do
to 93.27 crores. From 1971-72 to 1973-74 on the capital side itself
e state buvdget Fas dene away  with about 1C0  crores. Is it
a small achievement ¢ Is it not beautiful ?0n the revenue side, some
Hon’ble Members of the Opposition stated that the state is gradually
decreasing their revenue recipts. The year 1971.72 ended with a ‘total
earning of 307 CrOres, in 1972-73 the expected income of the state
was 277 crores and in the current year it is 231 crores. I think the

Hon’ble Members have completely confused the issue. " hey have taken

the revenue receipts with the capital receipts. The revenue position
of the state is that in the year 1971 72 the state earned 117 crores,
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in  the year 1972-73 its expected earning stood at 119 crbras—-\“ﬂ
the state’s earning increased by two crores. For the current year the’

estimated earning is 237 crores, that is the state is carning 20 crores
more. Here also the creditis due to the Finance Minister. The state’s
Tevenue is gradually increasing and the capital receipt js gradually
decreasing. That is a sure sign of progress in the state’s economy.
I shall now speak on the debt position of the State. Some Hon’ble
Members have expressed their concern over the debt position, the
C. M. has also expressed concern and [ also express my concern. In
the last budget speech the Chief Minister stated that the overall debt
of the State on 31st March, 1972, was 401 crores, What has happened
this year 7 Even after doing away with 45 crores Debt of the Reserve
Bauk of India. the over all d bt of the state to reach 421 crores
on 31.3. 73. In the debt position also there is definite improvement,
Next, the accounting position of the State should be re-organised. My
suggestion is that every head of the Department should be headed by an
experienced Chartered Accountant and in every department there should
be a Cost Accouniant. 'The letter of credit system should be more
tightened. Some Hon’tle Member has stated that the teachers of
L. P. Schools and other poor employees suffer very much for thijs
letter of credit system. Monthly salaries should not be stopped, byt
in respect of Jother expenditure the letter of cradit system should be
tightened. In want to cite one example about myself-how much.important
is proper accounting. In the year 1955 I was very heavily assessed. I
approached some lawyers and Chastered Aecountants. One of my rélati_
ves who is a chartered Accountant told me that “your accounts could
only save you. So you go, che.k your accounts and then come to ms.*
I accordingly went back and devoted my entire tim: fo my accoun(s
and ultimately I became suceessfyl, Accouanting is the backbone of a
State’s economy. If proper atteation is not given to accounting then

the State cannot progress €conomically.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed: on a point of clarification. May I know
how he prepared his accounts that saved him.

o

B

<
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‘in the year 1972-73 its expected  earning stood at 119 crores—
, the state’s earning increased by two crores. For the current year the
estim ated earning 18 237 crores, that is the state is carning 20 crores
more. Here also the creditis due to the Fimance Minister. The state’s
revenue is gradually increasing and _ the capital receipt is gradually
decreasing. That is a'sure sign of progress in the state’s economy.
I shall now speak on the debt position of the State. Some Hon’ble
Members have expressed their concern over the debt position, the
C. M. has also expressed concern and [ alsc express my conceri. In
the . last budget speech the Chief Minister stated -that the overall debt
of the ‘State on 31st March, 1972, was 401 crores, What has happened
this year ; Even after doing away with 45 crores Debt of the Reserve
Bank of India. The over all debt ofthe state to reach 421 crores
on 31.3. 73. In the -debt position also there is-definite improvement.
Next, the accounting position of the State should be re-organised. My
suggestion is that every head of the Department should be headed by an
experienced Chartered Accountant and in every department there should
be a Cost Accountant. The letter of credit system should be more
tightened. Some Hon’ktle Member has stated that the teachers of
L. P. Schools and other poor employees suffer very much for this
letter of credit system  Monthly salaries should not be_ stopped, but
in respect of other expenditure the letter of credit system shou_ld be
tightened. In want to cite one example about myself-how much important
is proper accounting, In the year 1955 I was very heavily assessed. 1

approached some lawyers and Chartered Accouatants. One of my relati-
ves who is a chartered Accountant told me that “your accounts could

only save you. So you go, check your accounts and then come to me.”
[ accordingly went back and devoted my eatire time to my acconts
and ultimately 1 became successful. = Accounting is the backbone of .a
State’s economy. If proper attention is mot given to accounting then

the State cannot progress economically,
Shri Giasuddin Ahmed ¢ on a point of clarification. May I know

how he prepared his accounts that saved him.
|



38 General Discussion on  the: Budget 13th June

Shri Santiranjan Dasgupta ¢ In the account books therey
are 365 days. An Officer when making assessment does 2/
not, go through all the 365 days. He takes certain idea from
a cuisory - look and make the assesment. So one must be
vigilent: for all these 365 days Now coming to the accou-
nts of the Assam State Electricity Board, I want to say
that this account - of theirs dozs not reveal anything I shall
not go into the merits of ths Electricity Board®s financial
pasition My only suggestion is that all the corporations
and boards sholuld prepare balance sheets €vely year
and that to. be placed before this August House.

My submission is that in all the Boards and Corporations
the system should be introduced to prepare the balance sheet
and it may b: placed before the August House for the
consideration of the hon’ble members. I did not like to go
into the details of it but then I should like to say that
in the capital réceipt of the Financial statement th'ey have not
given the actual figures of 1971-172, Generally it is the proce.»
dure to place 3 years figure. We do not know how much
am>unt the State Electricity Board has got so far as way
of From the budget statement we see that the State
Goverment. has given Rs 71 crores to the State Electricity
Board. In ths overall receipt side they .have stated that
Assam State Electricity Board earned a Gross surplus of
near about 4 crores 5 lakhs: If their annual surplus is only
4 crores and the total income is only 8 crores then it is
very. difficult for the board to survive. The State Electricity
Board is runaing wi thout aay profit and there is no scope
to regain the position. Even upto 1972-73 only 858 villege s
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of certain figures and some tall-promises without showing \"q ~
the real path of economic upliftment of our people.; 1t has ;‘f.:
~ been noticed that all attempts have. been made to hide the
. defects and deficiencies of 'the 'Goevernment in the budget.

Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister, who is also in-charge of
Finance, has simply tried to show the fact that the eco-
nomic position of the State can be improved only by central .
assistance and loans. Now; sir, coming to the proper pors-

' pective of the budget, I would like to mention here the )
opening belance _which has been shown in the budget. It
reads like this,” taking into account the opening balance
of Rs, 283,40 lakhs the year will thus close with a minus
of Rs. 95.64 lakhs.” ‘

Sir, last year’s budget deficit was 45.08 lakhs. Therefore
sir, there can not be any opening balance deficit. Bat
the Hon’ble chief Minister, who is in-charge of Finance,
is trying to ease the position by overdraft. Sir, our posi-
tion of overdraft is dcplorable, Therefore. the quesiion of
overdraft in the opening balance cannot be proper accor-
ding to the financial norms. Sir, coming to ether side, I

want to mention something as has been meutioned by my
Hon’ble now friend Shri Shamsul Haque. Sir, he has Very

rightly pointed out that there is a demand from

Meghalaya, to include ~some portions of Goalpara under
Meghalaya But, sir, this Government is so callous that they
are mot trying to raise their protest on this matter, .

( Interruption )
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister ) : Sir, the word callous is

anparliamentary here and the Hon’ble Member will have
Speech not corrected
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improve the position. No step has been taken by the Govcr\-':’;.,”
nment to gear up jhe machinery. Every year thé Public
Accounts Committee and the Estimates Committee, spceially *
the Public Accounts Committee makes certain recommen-
dations and guide lines to Government in what way the
~ financial position is to be improved and in what way it
should be controlled. But this Governmient has been negj-
ecting thess recommendations and guide lines given by the

Public Accounts Committee. Not to speak of taking any |
action on these recommendations nobody cares to go thr—

ough the recommendation.

Now Sir, capital revenue expenditure has been made in such
a way that there is no balance in the planning and expenditure.
The whole thirig is that there should be proper .estimate and
there should be Proper planning and there should be also ratio
* no expenditure to be maintained in the cost of establishment
and in the cost of planning, In a particular scheme, if we
want its successful implementa tion planning should be such
that there should be some sort of ratio, how much amount
should be spent on establishment, how much amount
should be spent in the implementation. Here we find
that maximum amount is spent on establishment than
implementation, Apart from that I want to point out ano-
ther aspect of the thing. Here our Finance Minister has
pointed out about the deficit. In respect of deficit he wants
to show the deficit as Rs. 95-64 lakhs, But that is actually
not so. Deficit will be more than 18 crores 71 lakhs and
8l thousands. No de tail have been practically given to the
House. Sir, though I am here in the House for the last
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'12 years, I do, not; claim,, myself to be a financial and
budget expert, and, many of my friends here; 1 am sure,
cannot.. ,go - through ; the  tactics of the . burea  uorats.
My .esteemed - friend , Shri ‘,Sha_nti Ranjan. Das; Gupta
has . approcited . the; budget. He, knows  finance., ard
accounts more than I know. Even then, [ do not understand
how ‘and :under. what circumstances he  has approciated
the budget. This cannut be a budget at all. Because it does

4 not give a clear /picture of the financial position: of the:

State. The budget starts from zero which it cannot : -a budget
cannot start from zero, This Government has completely
forgotten about one very .important aspect of the thing ;.
that is, asssts and liabilities of the Meghalaya and  Mizoram.
Now we have left behind 455 crores assets which will become
a hablhty for meghalaya and Rs: 275 crores: for Mizoram.
Actually the liability of Meghalaya now with the. Govern-
ment. .of India in connection.with the over draft and loan
and “in. ‘connection with cthe State. Electricity Board as well

“as Assam Cement: Company is Rs.142 crores 22 lakhs and
Rs. 98 crores 26 lakhs. for; Mizoram. That: meas the; total

for both ‘Meghalaya and 'Mizoram will “be 989 ciores 96
lakhs-and ‘the' Chief Minister wanted to show it ‘at page

11 of the 'B'udgét Spesech ‘on' the Mizo ‘affair that the lia-
bility is Rs:: 9.38 crores (and a plus balance of . Rs.2.83

crores. Sir, in the ' Mizo acceunt —only ‘under 124 capital

. outlay that is, in' the 'supply ~head ‘we are: to' pay mear

about 119 crores for establishment cost. I do ‘not under

stand why the Government did not: give us that picture.

We do' not know whether any radjustment has so far’ been
Speech not corrected
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2

“made from the Government of India, Now when we are
depending on the Government' of India it is imcumbent
on the part of the Government to let us know the present
position. This means in what way- they will place the facts
and figures and submit their memorandum before the 6th
.Finance Commission (1) These facts have not been given
to us and if you'calculate yon will find thst it js not-a
budget at all. _ '

Now coming to another aspect of the thing, which has
been mentioned by Shri tDas 'Gupta, that is, about the
blocked ‘cap'ital on account of the expenditure incurred on
law and order for Nagaland we find that this has not
yet ‘been paid by the Government of India. what guarantee
is there that the Goyt. of India will piygcrores 96 lakhs
being the' assets and liabilities in connection with Meghalaya
and Mizoram ?

Now I come to another blocked capital on which no .
mention has been made. That is about the Assam Road
Transport Corporation. The blocked capital in that corp-

. oration in 1971-72 is Rs. 493.48 lakhs, 1 1972-73 it was
597.87 lakhs, in 1973-74 it 'will come to Rs.810.02
lakhs. In Assam State Electricity Board the actual blocked

capital in 1971-72 was. Rs.8.40 crores, in 197273 it wa's
87.75 crores' and 1973-74 it will be 9.30 crores. The total

of the blocked capital during period s 294.5 crores, Apart
from that there are other idle caoital. In the P, W, D,

(R&B )it is Rs. 32.22, crores. in B. F. C. and Irrigation
Department it is 34, 20 crores, in the public Health Engine

ering it is Rs.74,72 crores. The whole thing is, it seems, that
Gover_nment did not take into.account all the investments.
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W
a decision. | am sure, if something happens, to - the St‘at’é?‘ 3
tomorrow this. Government 'will ‘not b | able: to decide
anything © about’it, ‘and will "refer' the * ‘matter to - the
Government of India for a decision. Sir, this Government
is a goverlnmen.t of indecision, and this is a Government
of ordinances and, schemes on paper only..But this
Government has, failed in the field of implementaticn.

The Chief Minister’ in his' Budget speech’ mcntloncd;
the figures of populatlon below the poverty line. ‘Of 'coures,
subsequently he corrected the figures but these were also
not“' correct. At first he stated = that in - Assam the
population below the poverty liné is' 74692 in urban-
area it is 58'4427and in the rural area"it is as high as
90.947. Sir, I have already said that the Chief Minister
cannot be a financial expert and we are also not financial
experts, but some howf or .other I have got that these
figures are not cerrect and the actual figures are, the

percentage of populatlon below the povery line in Assani
st 75 41, the percentage of population below the poverty

line in the urban area is 5845 and the percentage of
populatiod below the: poverty line in. the rural area is
92-38, Tl'ﬁs‘ s because of the-fact that the Government
did not take into account the earmng and spending
capacity of the tea gard,.n popula_tlon and the labour.
population. These figures will show. how this Government
is trying to remove poverty from the country,

Sir, the Government s trying to show that this time

Speech not Corrected
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iﬁ%‘ name of industries they are maintaining - a _godown for storing
ement and ~other . things. I would regest - the Chlef Minister to

examine and see- whether it. has been utilised - for . mdusmal oro;ects or
for private mdwndual’s ‘purpose. ’

., it has ‘been. stated that at the beginning for thc Petro Cpemcal
Complex the Japanese .Consultants wanted to -.give free. advice on
guxdance to the..Corporation but they refused to accept. i,t. Now,
fmdxng no_ other -alternative they have sough the collaboratnon of the

,épanese, Government -entailing of . payment of - nearabout: 10 " lakhs.. of

£

rupees as- fees My questxon 1s why anythmg they have taken up. has
become a faxlure 3 1.may. tell you very. frankly Sll‘ that in these days
of cconomxc crisis this State -has become a grazmg ground of . thel
out.,nders Nearabout 186 cinema houses are there .in Assam out of
which only 15 are owned by our people There are ne@rabout 232_
Petrol Pumps “in the State oiit of which" only .31 are -owned by our
people. “All the economic - fields are captured by the outsiders and
there, is a rapid grouth of populatlon ig our: State - not because that
we produce more children but because outsiders are. comming to stay

here permancatly. They are taking- shelter -in- thé wastc: land and -the

.state has become 2 grazing ground for the outsiders. I

On the other hand, on the plea. of the. economy. they are gomg to
deprive the legitimate right .of the tll—pa\d gqurnment servants Sn:,

the Assam . Pay Commissioa set ud ‘by thy government submltted.some~

‘recommendations and these have not satisfied any one ;. I submit that

the‘récommet}dations of this Pay-Commission is a farce, though my
leader. was participating there as one of the members. I must say

{hat in reality, there should be need—based payscalls, I do not” want
that the people should be paid more, but they. should 'be given some
other Tacilities such as. housing, educational and medxcal faclhtxes. And

Speech not corrected



itcup of eiployecs ds” well! as pensioners. Simply- by having made !

~ shouid” :tﬁink:""évér',5this“3mat'ter 'very carefully. Last but pot least, as
- rightly - pointed ot by my friend, the discriminatory policy of the
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U Pay “Cofhimission did ‘not “Iéok ‘into: the . interests- of the ill—pieyd)

some" "rccomimedatidas in -reéspect of - payscales, the: Pay -Commission

has affected the socio—economic condition of ‘the éntire State, -At

the time 'df'-“'imﬁlé'n;exit'i'ng ‘these recommendatiops, the ‘Government

|
Governriént of India -not only in the ratter of industrial development

| @hd* ‘other “thirigs. ‘politically ‘we have béen divided into so mag: |

Hivisiohs- and’ ecofiomically we have been “suppresed. My friend h\a{
igﬁﬂy‘ﬁointed out’ that the Government of India has been foliowing “
divide “and rule. p'dl.ici here. and tﬁ.ey ‘do not want that there should
be strong Ieaderslhip" here. - SR Yo

. Butwe, 'the.'peioplle‘ fof':Assan_a could defeat the Mughals
17 times- and did. never Aaccept  subjugation by anybody.
Because we had. quarrelled amongst ourselves the Burmesel

Maniram' Dewan fought against them. In that way, fightin g
was going on' till we achjeved Independence for giF"
country. ‘. Theréfore I want ‘to give a note of Warning to
our Government ‘and the” Government of India that they
Sﬁou"i'd:_ﬁe'.‘éafeful'iti all matters, because timé in coming
‘whei the divide and rule” policy will not serve their purpose.
We may not be here but our children will fight for the |
independence. Ag I have told- on many occasions, if they
neglect us in this way, politically’ and ‘economically, a tingj
dren of “the plains and hills ‘wijl) join y

]

will . come ‘when the 'chi]
r . their legitimate

Speech not Corrected
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¥ rights and demands. we may not be here, the Chlef Mmlster

8)

and other Mlmsters may noL be here but our hlldren

““““

' Wlll defmltely f1ght fo:; mdependence Therefore my whole

contention. IS that the Government should see th;ngs ln
their proper perspectwe submlt that I have been
shouting for the last 12 years and I shaln contmue to do
till my death in any capacity. "I want ‘that our peope
must surv. ce and they must have their place according

to the provnslons ‘of the “Constitution ; they~ must -have

their place according’ ‘to “the provisions - of the - democratic
forms and they must live-like human being- dnd not -as

substandard human . beings. - R ,
Now I feel that thie government under the leadeYshlp
Shri Sarat Chandra' Sipha should be very much- realletlc

. about the plans and programmes, : the. financial resources

and the"ekpénditur’e and - they. .must..be -very. careful about
spending of .money -so that our rural population can reap
the bénefit and epjoy the fruits of. Independence.. As my
friend ‘has rightly pointed .out, the entire budgetary. system.
is to be cha'nged."an'd' there should be -reo;.ganisation and:
re-thinking on- the whole budgetary system .;',;I‘ feel that
performancé “budget in place of bureacratic budget should
be prepared and the Finance department should be manned,

by quahfxed personel ; there is- no harm if we are to

appoint somé qualified personnel ftom the All-Indin Accounts

‘Service for our Finance department - to guide and .advise

ie accounts matters properly. Regarding Planning department
there should'be Coordinated planning ; we should not plan

Speech not corrected
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for the urban sector alone ; we should plan for our rural
ssctor also. TCherefore, planning department is to streng-
thened so that we can revitalise the entire scheme and
we can have proper economic development in our State.
Sir I do not Jike to bore you ; I am thankful to you for
giving me this opportunity to make my observations on
the budget speech.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Mr. Deputy Speaker, there
is only 5 minutes left and I hope I will get time to speak
after the lunch break.

Mr, Deputy Speaker ; Yes, you will get time.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Now the budget speech of the
Chief Minister has certain commendable features. Firstly,
it is a much clearer and franker exposition of the financial
position of ths State with particular reference to the public
debt and ways and mz:ans position. He has also indicated
the steps he has taksn to plan and to control the day-to-
day expenditure so that expanditure may be kept within the
limit of receipt. Then again, Sir, he has also indicated
how the burden of public debt which has come to a staggering
figure of Rs. 420 crores could be reduced with the assis-
tance from the Government of India . S4r., he has also
referred to the buraning probdlem of unemployment in this
State and has indicated m=zasures to relieve the situation
arising out of this problem. He has also referred to the
magnitude of proverty reigning in the State. Sir, T will
make my observations on all these three points; Firstly,

Speech not corrected
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“,gir, he has pointed it out that of the total loan of Rs.
“421 & odd crores, Government have incurred loan tu the
exten: of Rs. 165 croess from the Government of India
on account of accumulated non-plan expenditure. This has
come about over the last 8/10 years as a result of recurring
gap between the revenue expenditure and revenue receipt,
which is non-plan receipt and noa-plan expenditure, This
has been mecessary, as we all know, because of the
stagnation in our Own resources position.

If we go through the budget, we shall find that our
revenue has been increasing from year to year virtualls
with the ‘ncreased grant-in-aid from the Government of
India. We have reached a stage when itis not possible to
increase taxation because taxation depends on the pa ying
eapacity of the people - rather of the State’s national income.

Mr. Deputy Speaker order, order, It is 12—30 : you
will continue during the mnext half of the day; now the

stands adjourned till 2 p.m.

House
e re—assembled after lunch with hon’ble

(The Hous
Mr. Speaker on the Chair)

Mr. Speaker—I want to give my ruling on the
d by Shri Dulal Chandra Barua.
On 12.6.73. Hon. Member Shri Dulal Chandra Barua moved
an Adjournment Motion regarding 3 days’ strike by
Ministerial  Officers Association and  Grade v

Employees Association supported by other units. Shri
Barua while speaking on the admissibility of the motion

adduced 3 grounds in justification of the adjournment motion

adjournment motion move

and these are—
(1) That “the construction work of the gtate capital

at Dispur has been stopped ;
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%

(2) That it has paralysed the entire administration of the
State, and

(3) It has caused great inconvenience to the public besides affecting

t e State’s economy.

Shri Barua further submittzd that ths Motion fulfilled all the
conditions as laid down in the Rules of the House and also
referred to page 433 of Practice and Procedure by Kaul and
Shakdher and quetede “though generally the policy and attitude of }'\\_
the Government cannot be considered to be a fit matter to be raised
through an adjeurnment motion, occasion may arise when policy and
attitude of the Government may become a matter of public

importance’”.

Hon. Member, Smti, Renuka Devi Barkataki also spoke on the
admissibility of the motion and she also referred to Service
grievaﬁces such as submission of the Report of the Pay Committee
on an appointed date, dismissal of ene Shri N. N. Dutta etc, Hon
Member Shri Badan Ch. Talukdar also supported the Motion ﬂnd,

contentions of Shri Barua. £

Hon. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs opposed the Motion “ang
referred to the contention of Mrs, Barkataki that the Grievances of
the employces were long pending. He therefore contended that

the
“grievances of any service cannot be a subject matter of an  adjourp

ment motion.” He has also referred to a previous ruling given by
the Chairholding that the strike could not be g subject

matter of adjournment motion,

[ quite agree with the observations of the Minister for
Pariliamentary Affairs, The strike has been launched for

non-fulfilment of certain demands of the Associations. [ feel

that service grievances of administrative character cannot
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' be brought up by way of an :adjournment motion. Similarly,
reinstatement of an employee is a matter of ordinary admi-
nistration. The affected employee has a right to prefer
appeals or bhe may seek the remedy  elsewhere under the
law. < It has also been alleged that the grievances of the
employees were long pending and accordingly I hold that a pen-
dingmatter is a continuing matter in as much as the members of

. the Association has been submitting memoranda to the Govern-
ment and must be passing resolutior frcm time to time. All
these go to show that a matter which has been continuing for
sometime cannot be raised through an adjournment Motion.
Hon. members are aware that a matter to be urgent must
have “arisen suddenly in the nature of an emergency”: But
it is not so in the present case, I am not inclined to believe
that as a result of the absence of a particular section of
employees everything has come to a dead halt and that
alleged suspension of normal work of construction be
construed as paralising the whole administration. In this
conaection, 1 want to refer to a ruling given by the Speaker,
Lok Sabha, There had been an occasion when as a résult
of strike by workers of Delhi State Electricity Board power
supply was about to be affected. Notice of an adjournment
motion was given on the ground that if the Power House
was affected, it might dislocate the essential services also.
But the Hon. . Speaker rejected the motion en the ground
that the grievances of the employees were due to the
Government’s pursuing a particular policy and that the
members would get “ample opportunities before the House
to urge on the Government (0 rivise its policy if so
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dssired”, Here also, the Government of Assam is
adopting a particular policy with regard to these categories
of employees and there are ample opportunities
before the House to urge on the Government to.
revise its policy. I also cannot agiee with Shri Barua
that resorting to strike by a section of employees can be
held to be of such a great importance in the whole set
up of our economy as to warrant admission of the adj-
ournment motion. Hon. Members are aware that revision
of Pay Scale, granting other concessions etc. are based
on the policy of Government and Shri Barua has quoted
from Kaul’s Book that “the policy and attitude of Goverment
cannot be considered to be a fit matter to be raised
through an adjournment motion”, although it may become
a matter of public importance under certain circumstances.
But those circumstances donot exist now and the Hon-
Members would get ample oppertunity before the House
while discussing the Veting on Demands to revise the
Government policy. T would like to remind the Hop.
Members that an adjournment motion cannot be looked
upon as a normal devise for raising discussion on any
important matter, because various opportunities are available
under the ordinary procedure. It is only in the caseg
where an emergency suddenly arises and where it is nece-
ssary to leave aside all other business in order to discuss
a subject which brooks no delay. Since the subject of the
adjournment motion is not in the nature of a “sudden
emergency’, I disallow the motion. Howéver. 1 feel, the

Chief Minister should make a statement apprising the

-

\‘r



1973 Leave of  absence 6!
¥
‘ present situation.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister— I will do
it Sir. ;

Mr: Speaker— I have an announcement to make. I,
hereby inform the House that I have received  applications
from Sarvasree Promode Gogoi, M. L. A. representing
Sibsagar _Cohstituency and Dipak Moormoo, M, L: A.
representing Lahowal . Constituency fcr. leave of absence
f‘rom the A.s-sa'.m Legislative Assembly- . Their applications
are_as follows i ;

~Application ' of Shn Promode Gogm

“On an Invitation from the-Soviet Union, I shall visit
that country in the month ‘of *June, 1973. I shall leave
Gauhati- on the 8th June, 1973 on''way-to Moscow.

Therefore, I may be allowed leave of absence for the
remaining period of the Budget Session.

. Promode Gogoi, M, L. A”
Apolication of Shri Dipak Moormoo
“Unfortunately I am not in a State of health to attend

this Budget Sessivn. - At present 1.am wunder 'treatment of
Dr. M. Bhattacharjee, Principal, Assam Medical  College
who has advised me to be hospitalised immediately ‘and
accordingly I am going to. take admission today or tomotrow.
If things goes. 'well, I may be able ‘to attend Session in
the last part.: : : :
Dipak Moormoo, M L-A”
I think the House will grant leave of absence as prayed

fAr in the annlicatinne. i ¥ T IR TR



62 Ieave of absence 13th Jun,ew

Is it the sense of the House that the leave of absenc:
be granted to the Hon. Members ¢

( Voices : Yes. Yes.)

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister, Parliamentary Affairs—
Sir, 'I want to request one thing. Becuase only this afternoon
and to-morrow forenoon '‘are left for taking part in the
discussion of the Budget and whereas many hon’ble
members have been left out, I request you to extend the
sittting of the House for one hour to-day. I also request
the hon’ble: members to approwh the suggestion.

Mr. Speaker— Is it the sense of the House 3

( Voices : Yes. Yes, )

Mr. Speaker— I think we should break at4-30 P. M.
for tea and re-assemble 'at 4-45 P, M. and continue upto
5-45 or 6.00.

( Voices : Yes. Yes.

I also hope the hon’ble members will co-operate with
me in keeping to the time,

Shri. Syed Ahmed Ali — You will please ration {he
time strictly Sir.

Shri Md. Umaruddin— Sir. T was dealing with the question of
ways and means, the persistent deficit from year to year be fesu}ted
in _almost a total deadlock. My point is this, whther it is open to
4 government to go on spending more than finances of the State permit
and to borrow to meet Such in ereased expenditure ; 7
is consistent with a sound public policy and public finance; Sir, the

position is this : members of the public, the members of the Houes

N, B N Y I IR o T
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cation, health and so on and so forth and Goverment also succumb

to such pressures and spend more money than the resures forteen
warrants. The result is that ......

The result is that the State gets into and ever increaing debt
burden. My own feeling is that this state of affairs can-not be
allowed to continue. We should see that the demand is cqnaied with
esources. Otherwise, if we allow this state of affairs to conatinue, a
state of ' insolvency will occur in net a very distant future. Teerefore
it is for'us all to ' remember that our demand should be equrted
strictly with the resouces of the State.” One economist has rightly
observed,  “The State which can give everything that you want, can
take away everything th:at you. have got” Therfore, Sir, when we demend
things, wc must bear in mind the capacity, of thc Srate to meet
these demands. Then, Sir, the point 1s how this total loan . of
Rs, 155 crores which has arisen on account of non-plan  expendi.ure
for the last severaj years is going to be met. My own viw is this
for special difficulties' and other inherent handicaps 'aud because of
the stagnant character- of ‘the  resources of the State, it should be
possible to make out astrong: case before the Government of India and
lhe Finance Commission to convert the loan into grant. Even' if
the whole of it cannot be convertet into grant, at least a substantiai
portion of it should pe converted into grant, and the balance
treated as a long term loan for, say, 30 or 40 years carrying a smal
rate of interest. We should also see if we can provide for morato
rjum on interest on the loan for some years to c.ome.- 7It is by
these means only, I believe, we can reduce the impact 0! this debt .burden _
on our inclustic reources to that may be in a foretem the Sfaté as starf
afresh withfresh vigour fresh resources and a better source of fiscal disuplens

Then we come to the total loan of the plan' schemes which has

been stated to be Rs 279-15 crores. Out of this, Rs. 79.38 crores
have been spent. on flood control and irrigation und Rs, 71.67 crores

Fe LA a8 - . oF 48, . s 9.8 2% . S YR PRy VP agpeRamany o R ENED N pe B QN Y X
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regarding the approach to be mads to the Goverment of India to
write " ‘off ‘the whole® loan as unproductive we should remember

in this connection that this money was given as loan for
expenditure on specific schemes. These schemes stipulated
that “the ‘projscts ‘when exscuted wouid qued some return
in som: b:znifit would accruz and that it would be _possible
for the Governmant to raalise in the shape or by some
return and pay at least the interest on the loan-. also
a park of the prmiahal But for certain. reasons . that has
not become possible, Therefore T would suggest that to

e

make . out. a strong case ‘to justify write-off, and for itc
Purpose we should classify such the projects under three
different categores.’ Under the first category those projects
for flood control which had been washed away or destroye i
for natural calamities and for reasons beyond the. contro]
of th: State Gyvarnmznt should bs taken un for outugati
woie-c;Ff, The second category of. project which have not
proved productive for only itechnical and ‘remedraie defect
should: bs readersd productive by inprovensat or reconst-
rtuotion. Steps should be taken to improve these projects
SO that they can be made productive and be in a position
to’ give some reasonable return. Such projects may not
rightly quantity for write off.

Subject matter of write-off nearly because no attempt has
been made in the post to collect any bettermens levy. The thirq
“ategory of projects should be those projects which ‘are really
Productive but no better neeck: levy has been pased the

to .be wsuld from the bent ceatin. I°do not ' understang
how investment on productive project can ke But Sir, ‘the

Whan [ T e o L i N (Bl T, | T Y. T .
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of the State as well as of the people for whose benefit the
loan was incurred. We cannot afford ‘to'indulge in wasteful
expenditure any more. We should ourselves be faithful in disc-
harging our debt obligation and so should also the people We
should see that people also behave in a manner commensurat
with their responsibility and do not'lcreatc any un-necessary
drain on the state exchequer.

3o far as the Electricity is concerned a sum of Rs. 71.75
crores has been given as loan by the Assam Government to

the pricr State Electricity Board, How can we characterise
it as unproductive expenditure y We have produced electricity,

after spending so much money But the fact remains that the
money has not been properly spent as a result of which the
expenditure has become infructuous. Government have already
taken with of this unhappy situation affecting the State
Electricity Board and set up a- Commission ‘of Enquiry |1
cannot but maintain that we should exercise strict vigilance
on the utilisation of public funds. We must also set up a
machinery which should ensure that money has been properly
soent and that the expenditure is Quite fruitful and productive
and for that purpose, it is absolutely necessary that the projects
and schemes are implemented strictly according to the specifi-
cations and that the people actually derive projected benefits
from them. This sort of firm and strict attitude should be
brought to bear upon all beneficial and productions Schemes,
Otherwise it will not-be possible' for us to turn the corner.
Sir, we are standing at the cross road of our destiny

as it were It is high time for us to make up our mind
once for all A healthy attitude should be formed, a sound

financial policy should be formulated and the executive
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machinery should be tightened up, strengthened and a
strict watch be kept over the utilisation of funds in every
department, praticularly, the departments which spend 2 good
deal of money in the name of development.

Then again, if we want to reduce the annual burden of

interest charges, on our resources for which a provision of Rs.
14, odd crores have been made in the Budget, we shall have to

ask the Government of India to reschedule the repayment of
the outstanding loans. If we get a long term, say, for 10 or

20 years to repay the loan, we shall be able to explore and
harness some more resources, To save a part of the interest
means that we can utilise this money in some more fruitful
and really beneficial projects.

gir, before I conclude my observations on the financial

position of the State [ would like to draw the attention of the
House to another important point. There is a provision for

a loan of Rs. 63:89 crores on account of Plan expenditure.
The details are shown at page 80 of the Memorandum of the

Budg:t Estimates of the Government for 1973-74. Here I find
there is a mistake. This expenpiture of Rs. 6389 crores has

been plac:d under two heads—one, ‘Normal’ and the other

“plan”. In the Normal, the figare should be 34'53 crores and
not Rs. 35:53 crores. Again, under the plan schemes there

is a provision of Rs. 28 crores 48 lakhs and 93 thousand.

This is a mistake ; it should be Rs. 28, 48 83
thousand and not 93 thousand. In the total also,
it shouild be 63'89 crores and not 64.89 crores. 1 hope

the Hon’ble Chief Minister will varify the figures and make
necessary correction ; otherwise we will be giving him a

crore more for this printing mistake, Here again, I would

e
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draw the attention of the House to anothsr matter There
is a provision in this Budget for Rs. 6389 crores undc!

capital receipt and another provision of Rs. 31 crores on
the disbursment side. My point is, if we take this Rs.
31 crores shown as Disbursement, then we are left with
only Rs 32 crores on the Receipt side both under Plan

and ‘non plan™ I do not know how it can be done without
affecting the ~ plan Sehemes. But  the  practice
has been that Government always  re-pay earliar

loans out of loans obtained in a later year. This has been
the practice so far followed. The Government of lndia is
very strict 1n realising its own instalments of loans out of loans
due to the paid the State Government. The result is a substan-
tial part of the loan money meant for development schemes in
adjusted against outstanding loans. If the disbursement as a
Government is keale, there will be the about half the total
provision of Rs. 63-89 crores available for non-plan as well
plan expenediture during 1973-74 In other words there
will be diffculty the meeting the gap in be-tween revenue
receipt and reverue expenditure with loan as also receipt less
money available for development schemes. This is indeed a
very unhappy situation.

Sir, 1 shall deal with the remaining two points first about
gnemployment and then about poverty. So far as the Question
of unemployment is concerned, we know that in Assam the
problem has been very acute on account of population
explosion during the last 20 years. Our population which
was 80 lakhs in 1951 has risen to 146 lakhs in 1971
registering amn increase of 82.1 percent as against the all-
India average of 307%. Our population has increased by
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more than 36% during the last two decades beyondS

the all-India averags. Then the question is—what is the
reason for this ahbnormal Increase ; Is it due to biological

increase or is i dus to immigration of people to Assam
from other parts of India ? I sese no reason to believe
that biological increase in  Assam has been more than
what it is ip other parts of India. I ascribe immigration
as the majp reason for this abnor nal population increase.
People from outside the State migrate to Assam in scarch
of jobs, and theic numbsr can bz estimated at 26 lakhs,
and  that is the main reason for this population increase,
Whatever jobs we create are taken advantage or by these
People from outside because no steps-cither by the
Government of by \th="people "Rhavé boct taken o avail
Of the employm:nt opportunities that were created. Therefore
We must see that ip future such a state of affair does not
arise and that every employment created goes to local peuple.
We  must know in which sector what opportunites
are being createqd and who are the people to be absorbed. Seme sort
of a Planned employment policy in co-ordination with the - Developms it
departments should b2 fornalatei so  that the scode for fucthep
immigratjoy is stopped and undu. sfrain on the economy of the Stare
does noy occur. When we talk of employment problem it is for us

1o see what the probiem is [ike and what is its size. It is no good
saying jn Vagus

terms that the problem is very serious or alirming.
Therefore, I shall

try to show from available statistics what is the total
aumber of unemployed persons s today. = According to (971 censu;
the total populatiog of Assam is 146 lakhs. Accoiding to statistica]
study 48.3% of this population is what is called labour force, i. e,
people im the age group of 15-54, Then of this population some are

}’l}.’ N
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Inyolved, ; in ‘a‘ctijfe-,.par,ticipation-r People who .are held to:: have
active psrticipatien are treated as, employed,  and those  who. are .not
are held to, be unemployed.  On this; basis  we find  that of/the total
labour force/ of 70:61 lakhs, - males 'of' 5529 ‘account : for!/36:75 lakhs

where fomales /standiat 33:93 lakhs. In''case ‘of ‘malé the' participation
rate’ has been ‘assunted: toibe /50% ‘acterding -to/ 1971  census!, im which"
stricter 'criterid were' adopted. “On’ this' basis we find"‘that half
the' male ‘population’ “of' Assum does ‘mot ‘fall within' the category of
active par'hclﬁhtio:i;" It ‘Other ‘words 18:37 “lakhs of m’alc' p0pi1]éiién
may be treated as employcd and the rcmammg 18:39 Jakhs as unempl-
oyed. Then this 18-37 lakhs include students from High Schools upte
olIeges and in other hlghcr educational mstnutlons and thevefore,

the number of studentq in the age group of 15-59 is calculated, to be
approxtmaterly 11 lakhs If we take this 11 Iakhs out from the 18 37
lakhs we get the net ﬁgun, of T: 37 lakus as the, un..mploycd malp

popu!atlun within  the age groop. of 15-59 1, . Vi

So far as the female popul&lmn m com.crncd ihe p‘rcéent"pa‘rti‘
cipation rate has been estimated at 4.1, % Then again havipg regard «to
our social customs’ and traditions 'many of our’ females donot® go for
cmpléymcnt except ‘as school’ teaehers nurses ‘and “clerks and some
other jobs. Even then assuming that we also make due allowanee for
potential female  workers,who, are; generally in, a pmltlon or. willing
to be cmployed, their number’ may be ‘placed~at 1,39 lakhs ‘According
to my estimate the total number of une'nployed persons including °
males and females can be safely assessed  at 8to 9. lakhs, In this
connection I would like: to refer to - an -observation . by Skri. B, K.
Nehru.  Governor of = Assam, {n’ ‘his lecture in 1971 at ' the’ Madam
Memorial Lecturs, Bombaym wbneh he observed that in Iadia the pumber
of unemployed, persons has. been increasing at the rate of
6000 per day. If, weltake that number and apply proportionalely to
our state we ‘find "that ' the number * of ' unemployed persnm is
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increasing  at the rate of 56)00 annually This rate of increase  in
ded staggaring, Thaere-fore,

[ say that this is a very serious problem.
Lhea ' the

. . Bavla {
vital * Qusstionvis siwhefhsri it « will " bes possible to“Ereate
aduguate employment apportuntissiiinothat period and aaother ‘neicesary’
Tesaurces ' bothssfinancial - and organisational - will ‘be-available, 2!A part

from thes problc_m of ‘une aployment  in gzneral ithe case'of ither'edutecad
usemployed youths, .in Particular . has great: significance. .nTbey.:cis
became & source of political agitation leading. topa serious: law  and,
order S@;_uation as well gz geasral palitizal instability as has happengd,
in_ other states Fherefors, I maiatain taat ‘bay;ns:;rlgafd:,,t.g Al ura s
limitatiogs We, should have a specific and hold. plan Qf_. gamplpymenQ
and that employ n:at should get the first priority . in ‘he plan,
developmant programm:s Though some hecadway has hgen' 1nade_‘ia,l
this regard there is the ur'ger.:t need to make a cofordipaled .f’,“d
integrated  as>roach aqg for that we shoul! organise a separate
in_dependent’ departmerzg, ﬁ\f[y sugjge—‘stion is that the emoymplent
d'?aﬂmcat Which  §s an appéfidage of the Labour Deparlmrcntl
should by converted into ‘3 fullfledged Osprrtment’ uider a Secretarv
and Director with famification all dowa the line up'to the district level!
At the  district level we shouwld have Vocational Guidance TTnits
Compulsory registration mip only of those “seeking jobs ‘but also of
thoto who scok te *be engaged. in | ‘self-—appiontment’ venturs: Even on
A broad ealculation i 8. foun 1, that . the, | seove for,, employment .in
Salaricd and wage . earning. job js exfreamly limited Therefore, we should
divert our unzmployed minpﬁu-ér ]aEgety 10 agrlcqlrurc_ industry and
othsr pursuitg ip’ the “avsnys of “self.—emnloyment * ‘Fof “this ‘we - nced
te " “have " yome 1 effcctive ' training  programmes like ' ¥Tig
Wi production; uyj and . - Agricultural . - Polytechnic. jetc.. - The
ladian Counzil of Agricultiral. R search has recommended - that
youngmen willing 1o take to ld.?agriculture besh givenou trainig
in an “Agricultura] - politechnic' 8o ‘that they may ‘acquire necessary
techaological knowledgs to ‘pursu: wimproved and sceintific ragricultu-
ra. $ir,: the  whole. . matter . of ' employmeat . should be examiied
carefully in all its as perts o that before the situation goes out of hand
the problem is attacked with as much speed as possible,

Next, with regard to poverty the cheif minister hig hmentioned Blidget spec
73.67 percent of the population of the state is below the pooverty line in his

note that but aecorping to my calgulation it is 779 and this has been calcu.
lated on the basis of R, 48/.
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The portlon for the six lme endmg with the fords RE
“274 ~and Rs. 576" is rcwntten below for _retypmg
In addition, accordmg the case study camed out by the Assam
Agncultural university' on the socio-economic conditions ‘of
small farmers, marginal farmers and Agrlcultuml labourers
in the district of Goalpara taking mto account all sources of
incomz2 mcludmg subsndlary 1ncome the total pcr capita":
income of a farmcrs has bcen assessed at Rs. 287. This"
is a, defundable figure “arrived  at after athcmugh “Fiefd
study Now the rural populatlon be1ow the" povcrty lmé
being 77%, 1.12: crores - of people may be reasonbly
estimated to be in the clutches of poverty There overage f'or
capital income bemg Rs. 287 they will have to carn as much
i not move, just to reach the poverty line whlch means a blg
gap-a-gap of the 299 ie more than a hundred percent'gap Then
again sir, we are commlttcd 1o remove’ poverty and.‘we are
duty ' bound to “make all “out' efforts in~ thit dirsctioa;
Tharefore, the qucstlon is ‘whéther fit ‘will be'’possidble: ta!
bridge the  wide gap withia ' the < next. 5 -omclQ yearss
Sir, in this connection 1'shall indicate the trend of agricultural
growth during “the'plan periods fiony 195031 ito 1970:71,
After-all ‘Assam lives in/theovillages. The -economig condi
tion of ‘our villagersis the worst.o" The!'villagersc are b the
grip of poverty. [ shall try to 'show *what  has :been the
annual tate of growth in agriculture during the last 20 yrs
on' 1he basns of ‘constant prices ( 1948-49 ). Tnspite of crores
of rupees havmg béen speiit—I' place it at more’ than
one hundrcd crores’ or mores<on gricultural development

“ineluding the organisation, irrigation flood contral and other
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ancillary purpose, the annual rate, of growth achieved durmg
the first plan was enly 2'/** In the second plan it was,
'3/ andin the third plan 5/ Again in_the Ad-hoc plan_
penods of 3 yrs from 1966 67 10 1968 1969 the growth
has declined at the rate of 1/ In the post reorﬂamsatlon
Assam, from 1968-69 to 1970—71 there has also been deterio-
ratien in agricultural economy with a fall of 9'/.. Considering
the over _all position during the past two decades the
growth of incoms in the agrlcultural sector proper works out
at a mere 3/ Agalnst this dnsmally how rate of growth in
the agricultural sector in whnch 85°/. of the people of
the state are engage, it can easily be imagined on what
a gigantic scale planncd efforts  will have to be made t0 Cross
the poverty line w:thm the next few years,

Now sir, I have already. pointed, out the enormlty of the
problem. I again reitrate that to crass; the poverty lme a mini-

mum annual growth rate of 20 to 25 /.. will. have to be achieved
to/enable the rural population to  attain the minimum
consumption Jevel of 48/-a month or Rs, 576/-1a year. , There~
fere if we are to make an impact on the appalling economic
situation in the state. the whole administrative machinery—
particularly the departments which are responsible for.econo-

mic development will have to be revitationed and strengthe~
ned to an enormous extent,

Then in the agrncultural sector because of our llmlt'ttlons in
organisation, necessary infra-structure on the lower level and
resources the strategy will have to be selective in approach,
The most ipracdial and pragmatic approach should, be a pleased
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programme of agricultural deveioinent ian a pleased progra-
mme covering 20 to 25/. of the populaicon at a time in.an
area where per capita holding is the lowest and non=—agricul-
taral sources of income are more or less absent. The
programme should be in the nature ‘of a wash package
type providing for irrigation, improved methods with use
of fertiliser ‘and high yeelding varieties ~of ' 'seeds, ccredit
mobelisation to 'provide inputs and an efficient extension
service and 'also’ other pursuits like ‘animal husbandary,

poultry keeping and cottage industry etc.

Then again it may be argued whether it will be possible
to increase agricultural produce at such a i)ace as to
reach the deserved level of growth just above. the poverty
line within a period of 5 to L0 years. [ am definite of
the veiw that such a degree of achievement is not beyond a
capacity provided the right stateges is applied and the
administrative machinery and local leadership prove equal to
the task. In this connection I wish to observe that I recently
visited punjab and Haryana where in the agricultural
gector phenomenal orogress hare been made agricultural
production has bsen more than doubled in course
of the last Sor 6 years. If agricultural states like punjab
and Haryana can bring about such development there
is no reason why in our state with more favourable
soil-climatic conditions and good rainfall such " progress can
not be achieved provided thne will is there. e N

Incidentally it may not be out of place to mention
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the amazing performance in the district of Kamal in
Haryana—whcre in one regulated market, Within a market
area with a radius of 8 to 10 miles, arrival of paddy
has increasd from 3 to 5 lakh quintals 5 years back
to IS5 lakh Quintals in 1972-73. This looks like a
miracle. So Sir in our State also such achivement may
mot be beyod our capacity if we approach the problem
with firm determination, a spirit of dedication - and
sincerity of purpese. What is really needed, 1 again
repeat, a clean and afficient administrative. and inspiring
leadership to inspire our peasantry. 1 am confident it
will be possible to turn the colour and bring in a new

era of progress and prosperity.
I shall finish, Sir, by quoting a verse of Alexender

pope,

*For foreess of Government let fools contest,

Whatever is best administered is best,

For words of faith let graceless fealots fight,

His comment be wrong, whose life is in the right.”
Mr. speaker, sir if we make our efforts whole heartedly
with a spirit of service dedication aad honesty of purpose
of all levels we can much the challange and defeat poverty

(concluded)
ATAWCHT Stzaw ¢ wANg ST qeiwr fead w2 RS

GIENIR S59e-98 by FA1d St 3 AEBAA AfG sicall | @3
WEHVS 12081 a3 310 Ftm | @30 W AN w4 |
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, “Harijans asked to stage liberation struggle to get justice.
Inaugurating the first convention of the depressed class in
this border district, he said the agitation should start from
the villages. Millions of Harijan and of depressed classes
were ruled by a handful of persons. Their struggle was
older than the Hindu religion. Unless untouchables came
to power in the country there would not be any’ true socialism;
he said. Law never helped anybody, he observed, Harijans
4 would not be able to solve any of their problems unless
they challenge for justice. They should give up their inferiority
complex. ShriJag jivan Ram felt it was better 10 die rather
than to live without any prestige and self-respect in society.
‘Final victory will be yours if you stage the struggle in.
right earnest”.
fir cooffo:  wAfa oiE I3
Sesd @ iR ¢ oitew nrziw, w2 wirAAlam cafe AT I @IE
213 | 53 wfa @3l #A Lael ANifeE wie sifeewE 36 a5 T
STE RE ANE I3 AT qf? Ww4 wfavel | @z s AW SIS
S qTSTR Az N X3 541 AF1R 7 g I@UA AR AR
Shri Subhankar Singh—Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the very
out set [ give my vote of thanks to the hon’ble Chief Minister
for presentation of a budget with lsast deficit in the midst
of difficulties. To present a budget with chronic deficiency
has heen the traditi n of Assam and by presenting a budget
with least deficit the Finance Minister has made ® land
mark in the history of presentation of budget. Sir, the
budget proposed for satting up a socialistic society in Assam,,
| This has beem possible only for the proper diagnosis of the

B wena e TS
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chronic disease by a good physician jike our Finance Minister.
But basically this budget losses sight of socialism_, Because
it is a tax free one and this being so it has recejved sympathy
from each and every one, It has got double feeling : -one

is, at the out cet, the tax-freeness means emancipation of

payment of taxes. Buf on the one othcr hand, according to Jatest principle

of means of taxation, is the policy to pay the taxes, Our society is

made “up ‘of rich and poor. The rich' people are facilitated teo make

a stop- from'/ the payment ‘of taxes, According to the direciive principles

the rich ‘should be. tixed: as ‘much as possible so that the taxation poliey

can minimise the concentration of riches in the hands of a icw. «nd
can provide the facility . for . a fair di

stribution of the same amongst the
peor in particular, ' |

Taxation policy, I mean to say, the ec

oaomic policy, must operate in
such a way thar it provid

s ad:quate means of livelihood t5 all, irrespective

of hiza''and low. Sir,- we want to cfeate ‘a classless' sociéty. ‘Our society
IS composed of rich and poor and the bulk of our population’ is poor.

Sir, next to it is the probiem of Uaemplryment which hasagsrayate d

the condition of . Aisam .ag a

and _the bulk of its population depands on agriculture. Agriculture is the
main source of our

Waole. . Sir,, Assam is. ga agricultaral state

revenuz, 509 of the total revenue comes from
Agriculture  But flood is a naturai phenomenon in Assam and Brahmaputra
vailey is badly affected by flood every year and Cachar suffers from  flood

at least 3 (04 timey i3’ year. As a''result'of recurrence flood the economy of

Assum beggers description™.fFhe situdiion has further worséned by draught
EVIa t0uzip Wedipdimgs haye been set uplhereiand there'to supply water.

The power pumps have failed bedause of ourdgnorance of the report of the

geclogist. Sir, geologist chould be €rgagtdito underiales survey so that pumps

can be set up in proper places for supply of water to the cultivators.

Sir, the staffing pattern in our blocks is defective. Every Elock at

present has got two Extension Cfficers and one Senior G.S. 1his position

can ba compared with a college ‘where therc are 5 professors and only

DRLEE SO LS th= cillegas exist for students and n-ft for professors

7
!
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Therefore, I suggest that in the proposed Gaon Panchayat level one
Semior G. 8. should be put incharge of agricalture and each block
should' be divided into two circles, and each circle should be under

an~ Extension " rofficer.”«The = circles should he supplied with fertilizer,
agricultural impliments and other things required by the agriculturists.

Sir, the main function. of the Seeds Corporation is to supplii sceds

but the Corporation does not have seeds farm of its own, and it
procures sszeds from outside and supply them, and therefore on occasions
the seeds do not germinate.

Sir, T cannot butblame some offizers of the Agriculture Deptt.

[ submitted a memorandum to the Agriculture Minister on 23. 7. 72 and
27.17. 72 requesting him to provide lift irrigation in Sonai and Laksimpur.

The Minister concerned forwarded them to the Secretary,. Agriculture
vide his No. 791 dt, 26. 7. 72 and No, 7/80)81 dt. 27. 7. 73 for submission
of a report. I personally contacted the Secretary, Agriculture but
unfortunately a year has passed and I have not been informed about
the fate of the prayer, nor my assistance was sought, nor any report
was submitted tc the Government. So, I am doubtful whsther the report

will at all reach the Government before the expiry of my tenufe.
Sir, I am confident of ths co-opsration of the villagers, and I am

1eady to sacrifice anything for their betterment, provided the
Government is prepared to help them in all possible ways. Sir, my
submission is that M, L. A,s aad the villagers should not be treated as
a means to an end.

Mr, Deptty Speakers Order, order. Tt is4. 30, The House will
now adjourn for 15 minutes for tea. The hen, Members of this house,
The press and the officials connected with the ‘Assembly work are
requested to go to Room Wo. 1 for a light refreshment. The House will
resume at 4. 45 P,M,

ARC RE/L
(The House met at 4.45 after tea break with
Mr. Speaker in the chair)
Shri Subharnkar Singha ¢ Mr Speaker, Sir, as North Eastern
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Council is an organisation of 7 States, it deals with the
- problems likely to benefit all of them. I will just try to ventilate
the demand of Cachar. Barak Dam is a long Standing demand
of the people of Cachar. Investigations in the meantin.e have
yielded favourable results by selecting a site on the
Bhubandaha on the upstream at the confluence of the jiri
River with the Barak the Government has finalised the
abandonment of the site selected a few years back, that is
Mainadaha becouse ‘the Dam  when  constructed would
submerge an area of 40500 acres of land of which 24,800
acres of land fall within the state of Manipur and 15,700
acres of land falls within the state of Assam. Sir, T want to
mention that of the 24,800 acres of land of Manipur, 21,050 P
acres of land are Government oned land and abeut 32384 acres
of land are cultivable land. 437 acres of land are homestead
land. This Dam when constructed at Bhunbandaha will affect
7197 people of Manipur and this scheme will cost Rs. 37.70
crores of which the share of Assam will be Rs. 20,4 crores. Tt
is a matter to be taken up by the Government of Assam with

the Manipur Government and with that of the Government of
India. - Sir, my submission is that as Manipur has becomes

member of NEC and it is going to sit by the 22nd or. 23rd of
this month in a conference and as our Chief Minister has said
in this House that schemes submitted by the  of Government
Assam are yet to be materialised, this matter should be dis-
cussed in the conference. Then regarding Education, I convey
my thanks to the Education Minister for provincialisation of
the L.P. Schools but taking over all the schools seems to be
ahsurd. This is as much as the body without soul,

My appeal to the Government is to get it provincia]iséd and
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move the Finance Commission for grants in aid for the
purpose . Some corruptions are there,Sir, in respect of giving.
promotions. For example, in the P.W.D. they have given
promotions.from 3rd Grade overseers to Overseer Grade I1
without preparing any list of interse semiority. Such is the
‘case of Directorate of "“Accounts and such is the case with the
Education ’Dcpartmeut: Education Department' has 'been
disbursing grants and these grants have not been utilised for
the purpose for which these were sanctioned. For examp'e,
.an examination ‘was neld in the year 1970-71 for recruitment
~of some S.I. of Schools but the results are yet to be announced.
As you kmow, sir, when scme persons -are appeointed ~under

‘Regulation-3; they are to be regulaised within months. Some

5.Is- who are working in’ Cachar, they had been appointed -4/5
years back under Regulation.

3. This is my appeal and with this appeal I conciude my speech.

@y e
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Mr. Speaker : Order, Order. Here is an annbuncement. _Jadu
Samrat M. Hussdin, 1.B.M. (U.S.A. ) has propess to
entertain the hon’ble members of the House with a'@fgic 4
show in Room No, 1 (Congress Party Room) of the Assem-
bly Building to-day just after the House rises, All the
Hon’ble Members and the Members of the Press and
Officers are requested to attend the show.

- T

The House stands adjourned till 10 A. M. to-mOITOW,

ADJOURNMENT J

The House then rose at 6 P. M. to meet again at 10
A. M. on Thursday the 13th June 1973.

P. D. Barua
Secretary

Dated, Dispur

the 13th June 1973 Assam Legislative Assembly



