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proceedings of the fifth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the Fifth
General Elections under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India.

Present

Shri R. C. Barooah B.L. Speaker in the Chair
11 ( Eleven ) Ministers, 3 ( three) Ministers of State
and 85 Hon’ble Members.

STARRED
Questions and Answers .

{ To which oral replies were given )

Date ¢ 17th July, 1973

Re : Acquisition of Land

Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli asked :

#583. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state=

(a) The total area (in bigha) of land acquired for

proper in the

Dhemaji Civil Subdivision at Dhemaji
district of Lakhimpur ¢ '
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(b) Whether it is a fact that compensation of those acquired

lands have not been paid as yet to the land owners ¢ -

(c) If so, what are the reasons for delay in payment ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue ) replied :
383. (a)—20 bighas.

(b)—Compensation for 30 bighas of land has been paid.
{c)—Does not arise,

Shri Romesh Motan Kouli—May 1 know whether it is a fact
that the acquisition cost of all the lands required for
the F. C. 1. Godown, Police building and for construc-
tion of the Tribal Rest House at Dhemaji already
been sanctioned, & if so. how is it that only 30 bighas
of land has been acquired so far ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue )—Sir, T could
not follow the question,

Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli—Sir, the land required for

the Court building may be 30 bighas, but on the
other hand. land for the Tribal Rest House is more
than 14 bighas, for the Police building, it is more

than 3 bighas and for the F.C.1. Godown it is more
than 22 bighas, Now ip reply to my question the Hon,
Minister has stated thgt only 30 bighas of land has
been acquired: I want tq know why out of so many
bighas of the land only 30 bighas have so far been
acquired ¢

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue)—Acquisition
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of 30 bighas of land for the Dhemaji Sub-divisional
headquarters has been completed. There is a proposal
from the S.D.O. Dhemaji to acquire another 44 big-

has 1 katha 13 lessas of land which has not yet been
completed.

Shri Premadhar Bora——What is the amonut of compensation
Government has to pay for acquisition of land ?
Shri Paramaranda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue )—A sum of
Rs. 16,970.60 p, being a part of the compensation, was
paid on 23.9.69 and the rest of the amount, i, e. Rs.

36,463 was paid on 27.11.70.

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed—May Iknow from the Hon. Mi-
nister the amount of compensation paid for the land
acquired ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue }—Sir, I have
already replied to that question,
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Re - Recruitmcnt of Non-Gazetted Employees

Shri Ataur Rahman asked -

#584. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government have evolved any new method
for recruitment of non-Gazetted employees ¢

(b) If so, the outlines thereof ?.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied ¢

584. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.

Shri Ataur Rabman—Has there been any proposal for app-
ointment of a Jumior A.P. S, C. ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, there is
no proposal for appointment of a junior A. P.S.C.
but there is a proposal for making new arrangements
for the appointment of staff at the lower level—dist-
rict and head of the department level.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—What would be the procedure ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—That is un-
der examination.

Aedq v= I AN —TSl WiT ogd N7 wFS AU A
e AfFs T O T Rval IR few oime  faar
I i i =7 foqm ?

Spze v fix (U )—a2 oW vl Rty fgsAida iz

itz |
Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, in reply to a supple-
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mentary put by Hon’ble Member Shri Ataur Rahman
the Chief Minister stated that there is no proposal
for appointment of junior A. P, S. C. May I know
whether ~ there was a loud thinking on the part of
the Chief Minister to appoint a junior A. P:S.C. for
appointment of lower level staff g

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—That loud

thinking is under consideration.

Re : Expenditure on Construction of Temporary Capital

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
#3585, Will the Minister, P.W.D. be pleased to state—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Dr.

What was the total expenditure on construction of
temporary capital at Dispur ? l

What was the actual expenditure on the following
heads : — :

(i) Renovation of Assembly House ;
(i) Renovation of the Assembly Secretariat,
(iv) Construction of different types of flats, etc ?

Whether there was any budgetary provision on this
head ?

If so, what was the amount ?

Lutfur Rahman ( Minister. P.W.D.) replied.

585. (a)—Rs. 1,5581,44028 ( Rupees one crore fifty-five
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lakh eighty-one thousand four hundred forty and paise
twenty-eight) only as on 30th April, 1973,

(b)—(i) Rs. 4,99,036 ( Rupees four lakh ninety-nine thou-

sand and thirty-six ) only as on 30th April, 1973.
(i))—Rs. 6,46,038 ( Rupees six lakh forty-six thousand
and thirty eight only as on 30th April, 1973.
(iti))—Rs. 15,59,789 ( Rupees Twenty-five lakh fifty-nine
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine) only as on
3oth April, 1973.

(iv)—Rs. 91,84,785 ( Rupees ninety-one lakh eighty
four thousand seven hundred and eighty-five ) only
as on 30th April, 1973.

(q)—-YeS.
(d)—Rs. 2crore (Rupees two crore ) only in the Budget

of 1972-73.

Re:Tempdrary Capital Construction

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed asked ;
#588. Will the Minister, P.W.D. (R.& B.) be pleased to!- .

(@)

(b)

state—

Tne total amount of money spent for temporary capi-
tal construction at Dispur so far by Assam Govern-
ment.

How many buildings and Assam type quarters have
been completed by Government so far for providing
accommodation to the Government employees and ta
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M. L. As, of Assam. :

Dr. Lutfur Rahman [ Minister, P. W. D. (R. & B.) ]
replied :

588. (a)—Rs. 1,55,81,44028 (Rupees one crore fifty-five
lakh eighty-one thousand four hundred forty and paise
twcnty-efght) only upto 30th April, 1973;

(b)—(i) Non-residential buildings—S Numbers,

(i) Residential buildings—717 Numbers.

Re : Construction of temporary Capital

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhuri asked :

%597. Will the Minister, P. W. D. (R. & B.) be pleased to
state—

(a) The total expenditure incurred upto-date for conmstru-
ction of temporary Capital Dispur ?

(b) What is the total amount paid to the unemployed
educated youth engaged as contractors for construction
of Capital ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman [(Minister, P. W. D. (R. &B.)] replied :
597. (a)—Rupees 1,5581,440'28 (Rupees one crore fifty-
five lakhs eighty one thousand four hundred forty
and paise twenty-eight) only upto 30th April 1973.

(b)—Rupees 77,11,657°00 (Rupees seventy seven lakh eleven
thousand six hundred fifty-seven) only upto 30 April

1973.
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Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Minister has stated
that the budgetary provision was Rs. 2 crores. May
[ know how the P, W.D. is going to meet the excess
amount that they had spent on the construction of
the temporary capital at Dispur ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P; W. D, )—The budgetary
amount is Rs, 2 crores and the total expenditure till
30th April, 1973, is Rs, 1,55,81,440'28. So there is
no question of any excess expenditure.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—You have spent more than
Rs. 2crores. If you add the different figures spent
on different heads you will find that the expenditure
is in excess of the budgetary amount,

Dr." Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )—No Sir, the total amount
spent by the P,W.D. Department does not exceed the
budgetary amount;

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—May know from the Mini-
ster whether he has got any knowledge as to where
from this two crores of rupees is going to be spent ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )— From the budgeted
amount;

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether he has got any
knowledge that the Govt. of India has not agreed to
the expenditure on the temporary capital ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )—I have no knowledge.

shri Jalaluddin Ahmed—May I know from the Minister
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whether excess payment is made to contractors beyond
the original estimated rate, and if so, whyv 2

Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, the Minister has stated that
the total amount spent on temporary capital con-
struction is Rs. 1,55,81°440°28. But our information is
that it has already exceeded the budgeted amount,
May I know from the Minister from what source
this excess is going to be met ?

Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )—Sir, I have already stated
that there has been no excess expendituré. The total
budget amount is Rs. 2 crores and the expenditure
incurred is Rs. 1,55,81,44928. This is the amount
spent from the budget, for different department. The
break up is as follows :—

P. W. D. o 1,45,16,350.00

PSEHSE: — 6,08.067.57

Town & Country Planning — 1.97,688.74

Health Dept. = 14,963.21
Sectt, Admn. Department — 2,44,370.76

Total— 1,55,81,440.28

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, my question was not

replied. The Minister has said that 1 crore 55 Iakhs
has been spent upto a particular date. My question

" is frem what source the expenditure has been made 7 |

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—From the budgetary pro-

vision that has been made for this purpose.
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Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed—Whether the furnitures have been
for the temporary capital is also temporary ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—That is not temporary.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—How many expenditure on
general administration etc, has been met here in
Dispur ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—There is also a budgetary
provision,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Qut of this 1 crore 55 lakhs

only 75 lakhs has been paid to the unemployed

educated youths, May I know who else took the
balance amount ? .

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—There are bther registered

contractors;

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether they are local or
outsiders ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—I do not know what the
hon. member meant by ‘local people’ I would say
that there are other registered contractors also.

Shri Premadh\ar Bora—What is the estimated expenditure
on this ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—475 crores,
Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury—The rates given to the
unemployed educated youth is low, It is a fact ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—It isa fact Sir, and there-
fore it has been increased by 121 percent.

g
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Re : State Road Transport Buses

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :

#586. Will the Minister of Transport be pleased to state—
Whether Government propose to run State Road Tr-
ansport Buses on these routes in Majuli :(— _

(1) Kamalabari to Haldhibari via Garamur and Jengrai,

(2) Kamalabari to Badati via Garmur, and

(3) Kamalabari-North Lakhimpur in view of the in-
convenience being faced by the people of Majuli

\ day in and day out?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukder ( Minister, Transport )
replied : ' ] :
586—Presently there is no such proposal at hand.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu—1Is the Minister aware that the
bus plying there are bigger in size than these belong
to the State Transport Deptt. ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—That inform-

1 . . :
o ation not with me now,

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu—Whether the Minister will en-
quire into it ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister }—Yes Sir,

fa favoe w3 et
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St. Q. No. 589 was not put, Hon’ble Member being absent,

Re : Creation of Advisory Committee

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :
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¢590. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Advisory Board can tender advice to
the Government without having any Advisory Comm-

ittee created under Section 5 or 6 of the Minimum
Wages Act;

(b) If not, why the Advisory Board has been asked to

tender necessary advices to the Government in the
matter of fixation of the Minimum Wages of the
workmen employed in Cinema, Hotel, Restaurant Ea-
ting House and Shops and Establishments ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied ¢
590. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Does not arise in view of answer to (a)

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia—Sir, I want to refer to the
relevant provision in this connection. It says, *for the
purpose of coordinating the work of Committees, Sub-
Committees and Advisory Committees and Advisory
Sub-Committees appointed under Sections 5 & 6 and
advising the appropriate Govt. generally in the matter
of fixing & revising minimum rates of wages, the
appropriate Govt. shall appoint an Advisory Board”.
Now, Sir, my partinent question to the Hon’ble
Minister is that the reply given to Q. No. (a) is a
contradictory one and also against the provision of
the Act. So, will the Hon’ble Minister explain the
position ?
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Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—Sir, it is not contradictory,
~ The provision is quite clear. It says, sfor the purpose
of coordinating the work Committees and Sub-comm-
ittees appointed under Section 5 and -advising the
appropriate Govt, generally in the matter of fixing
and revising minimum rates of wages, the appropriate
Govt. shall appoint an Advisory Board”. So, I don’t
think that it is contradictory.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia—Sir, this is a question of in-
terpretation of law. May I therefore ask the Hon’ble
Minister whether law Deptt. was consulted to advise
whether Govt, have power to consult the Advisory
Board constituted under Section 7 of Minimum wages
Act. without setting up any Committee for a specific
employment under Section 5& 6 of the Minimum
Wages Act.

Shri Gajen Taati ( Minister )—Sir, this was consulted with
the Law Deptt. and the Law Deptt. also approved
our Views. ‘

Shri Atul Chaddra Saikia—Sir, may [ know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether the workmen employed ip
Cinema, Hotel, Restaurant, Eating House and Shops
and Establishments are also covered under the
Minimum Wages Act. for the whole of State ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—Sir. fegarding this, a sep-
arate question has been asked and we have replied
fo 1t

el
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Shri Biswanath Upalhyaya—Whether the Minister, hag
received any representation from the tea garden lab-
ourers to include them the Tea garden Tribes ?

Shri Uttam Chandra Brahma ( Minister )—Yes Sir,

Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya—Whether any decision hasg
been taken in this respect ?

Shri Uttam Chandra  Brahma ( Minister )—Governmeit
has not taken aany decision in the matter.
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Shri- Mal Chandra Pegu—W hether the plairs tribal people
like Bodos and Kacharis living in the hills are regarded
as tribals in the hills and’ vice versa? So far as I
know, the plains tribal people living in the hills are
not regarded as tribals, so also the hill tribal people
living in the plains. So, if the tribal people living in
the plains are regarded as tribals, the plains tribal people
living in the hills should also be regarded @s tribals.
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So far the Khasis and Garos are concerned, they

are tribals within “their territorial ‘Jurisdiction. &iid be.
yond their territorial Jurisdiction, they are not tribals,
But so far asthe plains tribals are concerned, they
have got no territorial jurisdiction_r and they are re-
garded ‘as tribals whether they live in hills or in
plains.

Shri- Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee — What about the Mikirs
and Dimasas ? : '

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha —The same,
PR FRI—(TATS M I AT wmeg g o 3fer
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—This is the provision in the

Constitution and it has been defined in the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution, This territorial juris-
diction has a particular reference to the aotonomous
districts. The hill tribals living in the autonomous
districts are regarded as tribals but beyond the auto-
nomous districts, they are not regarded as tribals.

"\ DT W I AHN—AF) SENAB 7 ¥ AFA GAOTSlE AN
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—This is a matter which con-

cerns the Govt. of India. But so far as this particular
provision_is concerned, it is absolutely clear that the
hill tribals within the territorial jurisdiction of an
autonomous district are regarded as tribals, but if
they come out of that autonomous district, they are not
regarded as tribals. So far as the other communities
mentioned by the hon. Members are concerned, this

is a matter which concerns the Govt. of India.
Starred Question No., 593 was not put as the Hon’ble

: (
, Questioner was absent.

Re: 100 Bed Hospital for Hail:kandi

Shri Santosh Kumar Roy asked : :
*594. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—
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(a) Whether it is a fact that Government has decided to

establish 100 bed hcspital for [Hailakandi Town ? §
¥

(b) If so, whether it is fact that land in question has al-
ready been finalised by S.D. ., Hailakandi and
waiting for payment of the price of toe land ?

is
(c) If so, whether any payment was made by Government

and if not, the reasons thereof ?

(d) When it is expected to start the construction work
of the Hospital in question ? :

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health and Family Pla./
inning ) replied : _ B>

594, (a)— Yes.

(b)—The land acquisition papers' are awaited from the S,
D. O., Hailakandi.

(c) and (d)—Does not arise~ in view of reply (b) above.

Shri Santosh Kumar Roy—Whether Government iS aware

of the fact that unless the land is taken over by Go-
vernment immediately, it may be disposed of otherwlb%

by the owners 5

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )~ That practice is not
known to us. In any case we, are trying to eXped'ite
taking over the land by blacing the compensation
money as early as possible.

Shri Abdur Rahman Chaudhury —Whether the money for
acquisition of land has been provided :? i

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister }—Yes, it is there.

)

&
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Shri Abdur Rahman Chaudhury—Sir, in reply to (a) the
hon, Minister has said -that Govt, has decided to esta-

blish a hospital for Hailakandi town. May I know
from the hon. Minister whether it particularly meant
- for Hailakandi town or for suburbs also ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )—-——W‘hen it will be in
the periphery of the town, naturally it will serve the
people in the suburbs also. '
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UNDISPOSED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
16th July, 1973

Re : Posts of Primary School Teachers
Shrimati Anandi Bala Rava asked:
%596. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is fact that the Central Government have

sanctioned 3000 posts of Primary School teachers for
the employment of unemployed educated youths.

{b) What was the total amount sanctioned for this
purpose ?

{(c) Whether the entire amount has been utilised by the
State Government ?

(d) If not, when it will be utilised ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education) rep=

lied @
596. (a)—Yes, 2000 during 1971-72 and 1000 during
1972-73.

(b)— Rs. 13,84.344 (Rupees thirteen lakhs eighty-four
thousands three hundred forty-four) only during 1971-72

and Rs. 1,02,85,166 (Rupees one hundred two lakhs
eighty=five thousand and one hundred sixty-six) during
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1972-73 including Rs. 30°66 lakhs for construction of
the Primary School buildings,

(c)—No, we could not spend 15 lakhs out of the tota]
sanctioned amount‘: due to late receipt of sanction
from the Government of India.

{(d)— We propose to spend the balance amount of Rs 19

lakhs during 1973-74 to which Government 'of India
have agreed.

Re ¢ Procedure for priorsanction of expenditure

Dr. Krishna Kanta Lahkar asked s
%598. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

fa) Whether there is any procedure that prior sanction of
expenditure and approval of the same should be op-
tained from the Governing Body when an expenditure
is incurred by the Secretary of a College ?

(b) If so,-why such procedure has not been followed
by the Secretary of the Bajali College for the last
six years ?

(c) Whether Government propose to make an enquiry
with regard to the above matter 9 '

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied ¢

598. (a)—Yes. As per rules embodied in the Assam Aided
Coliege Management Rules, 1965.

(b) & (c)—This has not yet come to the notice of the

cmi
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Government. Howevesn, Director of Public Instruction,
Assam’ has been asked to make an enquiry into the
matter and report. Financial Adviser, Education De-

partment has also been asked to examine the account.

N
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Re : Jallah Primary Health Unit

Shri Surendra Nath Das asked:
600. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it isa fact that the plan and estimate have

been submitted by the P.W.D. Department for cons-
truction of Jallah Primary Health Unit ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the residencial quarters of
the doctor and other buildings are in 2 dilapidated condi-
tion ? .

(¢) The amount sanctioned for the construction of the
building of the Unit ? :
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Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied - f’”

600, {a)—Plan and estimate for the  buildings of Jallah
ftrimary Health Centre has not yet been received,
(b)—Yes. ;

(c)—Does not arise ip view of reply to (a) above,

Re: Appointment of Legal Remembrancer g

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkatakj asked :

?ﬁ’\\.‘.l,j_.l

#601. Will the Minister, 1y, be pleased to state—

(a) Whether norms ang principles have been
by the Hon’ble

laid down
High Court and the Government for

the appointment of Legal Remembrancer in the State 9 -
(b) If so, what are those 9

ic) Whether it'is a fagq that the Governmsnt have filled

up the/post of Lega] Remembrancer by deviating from

the existing normg and principles 9 :
(d) If so, what specig] c

ment for making Such deviation from the usual
practice ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Al (Minister, Law) replied :

601. (2)—No_norms and Principles have been laid down

by the High Court for the appointment of Legal

Remembrancer is filled Up in accordance with the

provisions laid down ip Assam Legal Service Rules,
1962.

Wi
ircumstances warrated the Govern- “<all)



_,\_ﬁ..-_q)— g

&.

_~

1973 Questions 37

o

(bj—Does not arise.
(c)—Nao,

(dj—Does not arise.

Re : Brahmaputra Flood Commission

Shri Ataur Rahman asked :

#602. Will the Minister, Flood Control be pleased to
state— .

(a) The present position obtaining with regard to the
taking over of the Brahmaputra Flood Commission by
the Government of India ?

(b) Whether any target date has been fixed in that
connection 9 ‘ :

8hri Bisknu Prased (M inister of state; Flced Contrel) replied :

602. (a)—The proposal of taking over of Brahmaputra

Flood Control by the Government. of India isin the

process of being finalised.
(b)—No.
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Re: Administrative Unit for Majuli

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :

#604. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the questioner was assured by him on the
floor of the House during the year 1972 that there
would be an Administrative Unit for Majuli and a
Magistrate would be posted there ?

(b) If so, why till this date the assurance has not been

materialised.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :

604. (a) - On 5th June 1972, the Chief Minister said that
proposal for formation of a separaie administrative
Unit for Majuli would be looked into.

(b)—An E. A, C. has been posted at Majuli. Formal de-
claration for Administrative Unit will be miade when

Government. consider it necessary.
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Re : Irrigation Schemes

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed asked ¢
#606. Will the Minister. Agriculture be pleased to state—

(@) Total number of Lift Irrigation Schemes, Flow
Irrigation Schemes and Deep Tube-well Schemes taken

()
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over by the Government in the Barpeta and the

& Nalbari Civil Subdivisions in the year of 1972-73
\ (furnished the numbered of categorywise Irrigation
Schemes with subdivision-wise ) ?
. (b) The number of different such schemes to be taken
up during 1973-74 by the Agriculture Engineering
: Section at Barpeta and Nalbari Subdivisions ?
Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :
. 606 (a)—List of schemes taken up by the Agricultural
- Department during 1972-73 are—
- (I) Barpeta Subdivision —~
(i) No. of Schemes Lift Irrigation-4 (four) Nos.
(ii)) No. of Flow Irrigation Scheme — Nil
(iii) No. of Deep Tube-well-1 (one) Nos.
This was handed over by Geology and Mining
Department to Agricultural Department.
M (I) Nalbari Subdivision —
A (i) No. of Lift Irrigation Scheme—2 (two) Nos:
| (i) No. of Flow Irrigation Scheme —Nil.
T* (iii) No. of Deep Tube-wel Scheme — Nil. 2

(b)~1It is under consideration and decision not taken as yet.
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Re : Irrigation Schemes

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed asked :
#606. Will the Minister. Agriculture be pleased to state==

(@) Total number of Lift Irrigation Schemes, Flow
Irrigation Schemes and Deep Tube-well  Schemes taken

r
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over by the Government in the Barpeta and the
Nalbari Civil Subdivisions in the year of 1972-73
(furnished the numbered of categorywise Irrigation
Schemes with subdivision-wise ) ?

(b) The number of different such schemes to be taken
up during 1973-74 by the Adgriculture Engineering
Section at Barpeta and Nalbari Subdivisions 7

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :
606. (a)—List of schemes taken up by the Agricultural
Department during 1972-73 are—
(I) Barpeta Subdivision —
(i) No. of Schemes Lift Irrigation-4 (four) Nos.
(i) No. of Flow Irrigation Scheme — Nil;
(iii) No. of Deep Tube-well-1 (one) Nos.
This was handed over by Geology and Mining

Department to Agricultural Department.

(IT) Nalbari Subdivision—
(i) No. of Lift Irrigation Scheme —2 (two) Nos:
(ii) No. of Flow Irrigation Scheme —Nil.
(iii) No. of Deep Tube-wel Scheme — Nil. 2

(b)—1It is under consideration and decision not taken as yet.
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Re : Public Health Subdivision

Shri Santosh Kumar Roy asked :

S
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#609. Will the Vinister, Health be pleased to state-—

Weils

(a) Whether Government is thinking to open Public Health
Sub-division in various places of the State ?

(b) If so, whether Governmeat has any scheme to open
a Sub-division of Public Health at Hailakandi?

(c) If so, when it is expected ?
Shri Chatrasing Teron {Minister, Health) replied :

609. (a)—There are 17 Public Health Engineering Sub-
divisions in the State and creation of two more
Subdivisions is under consideration;

{b)—No.

(c)—Does not arise.
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Re : Expenditure for an Indoor Patient in Civil Hospital

Shrimati Anadi Bala Rava asked ¢
x611; Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) The norm of expenditure fixed by Government to be
incurred on an indoor patient of a Civil Hospital in
Assam per day on food ?

(b) Whether the said norm has been fixed in conformity
with the price of essential commodities in the market 5

(c) If not; whether Government propose to review the matter
and fix the norm of expenditure in conformity  wip
the price of the essential commodities ?

/

Shri Chatras'ng Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied -

611. (a)—At present norm of expenditure fixed on diet per
patient per diem is Rs, 225 paise.

(b).and (c)—The existing rate of expenditure on diet of /pati-
ents was made effective from 18th November 1965. It

was fixed on the basis of prevailing market price at
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that time, Government will review this rate so as to
refix in conformity with the rise in the price of ess-

ential commodities,
Re : Collection of M. V. Taxes

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury asked :

#612, Will the Minister. Transport, be pleased to state—

(a) What is the total collection of M. V. Taxes during
1972-73 ?

(b) Whether the Assam and Meghalaya State Road
Transport Corporation has paid the said tax to
Government during the above period ?

tc) What is the amount collected froim the said Corporation ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport )

\ repli.ed' :

612. (a)—Rs 1,84,86,153:00 ( Rupees one crore eighty four
" lakhs eighty six thousand one hundred and fifty three ).

(b) and (c)—The Assam and Meghalaya States Road Tra-
nsport Corporation have not paid the said tax to the
full extent. Against the total mofor vehicle tax of Rs
93.11,472:00 ( Rupees Ninty-three lakhs eleven thousand
four hundred and seventy-two ) lying outstanding against
it upto 31st March 1973, the Corporation made an
ad hoc payment of Rs. 6,00,000°00 (Rupees six lakhs )
on account of motor vehicle tax vide Cheque No. AN
831056, dated the 31st March 1973 which was encashed
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on 6th April, 1973 and “accordingly, accounted for
or ahﬂ othe,year, 1973-74
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- Re: Bajah Prlmary Marketmg Soc1ety o

Dr Kushna Kanta Lahkar asked ¢
»613. W111 thé Minisrer Sipply be “pleased? to State—-—

- (a) Whether it 1s a fact that the Bajali Prnmary Marke-

tmg Socwty 1s "the whole-saler of standard cloth for
“*‘J ] .‘,{‘.:.,, .1,.- BB Trr PR TLorg (AR
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ﬁ;)mll? s0, why they are hot lifting e quota yetz
ghn Sarat Chandra Smha ( Chief Mmlster) replled

£Jl

613., @) g‘hc BaJah Pgmary Markctmg Soclety has been
selected as-a controlled cloth whole—saler by the Supply
Ad}qsory Board of Barpeta

: (b) =rhey have. been mdentmg for ‘the controlled cloth'

allotted to them Th= ‘question of hftmg thelr quota
. will arise only when the bales despatched ‘are actually
' recewed at destmatxon. '
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Re ¢ Construction of Bridge over Pagladia River

Shri Surendra Nath Das asked :

2615. Will the Minister, P. W. D, (R and B.) be ?Ieased

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

Dr.

615.

to state—

Whether it is a fact that plan and estimate have al-
ready been submitted by the Executive Engineer, N,
K. Division for sanction of money to construct the
bridge on pagladia river at Goalbilghat ?

Whether it is a fact that certain amount of money
for construction of the bridge was also sacctioned 97

If so, the amount sanctioned ?

Whether the ‘Government propose to construct a bridge
within the current financial year just to remove the
bottleneck of communication of the northern part of
Nalbari subdivisions ?

Lutfur Rahman [ Minister, P. W. D. (R. & B..)] replieq -

(a)—The plan and estimate Engineer N. K, Division
Nalbari for consideration of its inclusion in the 4¢h
plan, but ultimately could not be materialised due to
paucity of. fund,

(b)—No.

(c)—Does mnot arise in view of (a) above.

(d)—In view of (a) above, does not arise.

—tt
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Y Re : Youth Against Famine Programme

Sarimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

2616 Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a massive “Youth Against
Famine’ programme has been launched from May
10, 1973 ?

(b) If 50, what is the salient feature of the programme ¢

(¢) Who is in-charge of the programme in® Assam ?

0 (d) What is the total amount sanctioned by the Centre

g

A

against this programme ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :

616. (a)—The programme “Youth Against Famine” is to be
implensnted during the ensuing summer (. €. April
to July, 1973).

(b)—The features of this programme are—
(i) To involve a sizeable namber of Indian Youths

in the struggle against famine.
(ii) To prepare these youths for constructive national
tasks.
(iii) To give them training in positive and healthy
~ attitudes.
(iv) To initiate them to be active citizens of a mea-
ningful society and a peaceful world.

. (c)—The programme is implemented through the Gauhati
Dibrugarh Universities and Shri R, N; Nabis has been
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appointed by the Government of India as State Co- z
ordinator. There is a State Level Committee of which ‘
the State Co-ordinator is the Member-Secretary.,

(d)-—The total amount sanctioned by the Government of
India against this programme is Rs. 3,21,600°00,

Re: Rabi Crop Campaign

Shri Ataur R#hman asked :

#617. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact thatin accordance with the policy
of placing each Subdivison incharge of an individua]
Minister jn connection with Rabi Campaign the Bap.
peta Subdivision was allotted to him ?

(b) How many times has the Minister paid visits to the
Subdivision accordingly and what is the record of hig

—

performance ?

(c) Whether against the background of failing crops the
Minister had paid any visit to the Subdivision at or
after the harvesting of wheat crop ?

(d). If so, when and with what result ?

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

617. (a)—Yes.

(b)—As many as 9 occasions. These visits were utilised

for field inspection ond discussions with members of
the implementation committee,
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Re : Information Centre:

Shri Santosh. Kumar Roy. asked :

#622. Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to state—

-

(a) Whether Government is aware that the information
centre of Katlichera Development Block has been

levelled to the ground by storm jp

(by If so,- whether Government has made any enquiry
regarding the incident ? |

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat and Commu-
nity Development) replied : %

622. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes.
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Re : Railway line from Gauhati to Padcharatna

Shri Anandi Bala Rava asked :

#624, Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Government is aware of the fact that g
few years back, there was a movement of the people
of South-Kamrup and Goalpara, demanding the cons-
truction of Railway line from Gauhati to Pancha-
ratna ? :

(b) Whether the State Government have moved the
Central Government for the construction of a Railway

line from Gauhati to Pancharatna during the 5th five
Year Plan Period ?

(¢) If so, what is the result ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport )

i,
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replied ¢
624. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Broad Gauge line from Panchartna to Gauhati has

been proposed for inclusion in the 5th Five Year
Plan under Central Sector by the Government of
Assam,

(c)—The result will be known when the draft Fifth Five
Year Plan is finalised.

Re : Suspension of Vehicular Traffic

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury asked ¢

#625. Will the Minister, P. W, D. (R. & B.) be pleased to
state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the vehicular traffic on
Singra-Nagarbera Road is suspended for non-maintenarnce
of the Road ? 0 .

(b) If so, whether Government propose to repair the road
immediately to enable the vehicles to ply on this
road ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman [Minister, P, W. D. (R. & B.)] replied :

625. (a) and (b)—The road was closed for vehicular traffic

from 21st to 30th June and 2nd to 14th August, 1972
due to flood.

The road is now open for light vehicular
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traffic only as the standard of the road is only for
light vehicles, Normal repairs have, however, been
done.

fas o AT

faer bl witatRl BiEge gfs ¢
#230|  TEATT TR el T AZME gz FE GAE -

(F) fzaend S8 SeRey e A1F MAd 19 3T9 2AQ AT
el feaE faqa zs 2

(¥) SIe R d=l AF Al FANS bR AR B 496
czfedt, e @@ (ol % wife @@l feRE i A |

() €2 < @MEEE S 3R e 4o S SR
AR @@ | sqaity GaE =i AW e, Ffenl g
feal s g

(9 @@ g w@fesmen i sk Yoee TR GRS
ST AIFZ ToAFE 29.9fF bAFILS GIAA

AT wH (TR fretag %3 ) @ Teq firs

Lol (3] - @A2IF (1Y 7 |

(0)—5395 549 4IR qegy “Ifreifres TN I FGINA 71
ME PRM Sagn qeq o1 35,788 531 <95 3R <Bl (el
A5 49 ZW 1 @3 qfF 339y vAg o7 Wize wife TF

(9)—bIFNT G Rzy @B swis atAmalal AW EEies |

(m—3tfqal fog =R S czfarg awal otz | @3 H(pfALE

S
“

J

v

L8 =4



1973 Questions 59

@Rt fRam «ofearé frete @ifel el =2 )

Re : Weaver Extension Services Unit

Shri Surendra Nath Das asked :

+527. Will the Minister, Weaving and Sericulture b2 pleased
to state—

iz) What is the total number of Unit in the State'y

(b) What are the functions of these Units ?

\

(c) Whether there are any products from these Units ¢

(d) If so, what is the annual products with yarn and
varieties ?

Shrimati Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of State Sericu=
Iture aad Weaving ) replied :

627. (a)—27 Nos.

5

(b)—With a view to provide employment opportunities 1o
the Weavers and for standardising the handloom fabrics
improving its quality and designs, units have been estab-
lished in different concentiated Weavers’ areas. The
Scheme also aim at providing common facility service
to the Weavers by way of supplying warping drums,
yarn and providing marketing facilities of their prod-
ucts under supervision and guidance of technical staff
of the Department,

(c)—Yes, different type of fabrics are produced' through the
Weaver, enlisted uander the Units.
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(d)—The total Annual production from all these units as

follows—
1969-70—  121,932.30 M.
1970-71—  1,34,855.62 M.
1971-72—  1,19,345.47 M.

Varieties of cloth produed in the Units are—

(1) Dhuti (2) Saree (3) Mekhala (4) Chadar (5) Ga-
mocha (6) Riha (7) Towel (8) Shirting (9) Bedcover
(10) Bed-sheet (11) séarf'\lz) Dakhna (13) Laichangphi
(14) Mosquito net (15) Curtains, etc.

Re ¢ Janata Cinema Houses

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked -

#628. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis fact that the State Government has de-
cided to establish a few Janata Cinema Houses in Assam ?

(b) If so, what is the salient features of the scheme ¢

(c) How many unemployed youth are going to be ‘empl-
oyed through this scheme ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :

628. (a) The matter is still under consideration of Gove-
rnment,

(b)—These have not been finalised.

v
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- (d) _If so, how many ‘bakijai’ cases have been institu
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- (c)—Does not arise at present.

Re : Provident Fund deposit under the A. TOPSE:

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

+629. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there are any defaulters in respect of provi
dint fund deposit under the A. T. P. F. Scheme ?

(b) TIf so, what is the total numbsr of defaulter tea gar-
dens till 3lst March, 1973 and the names of such
defaulter tea gardens ?

(c) Whether any steps have been taken b
Trustees, A.T.P.F.S. to realise the P. F. money from

y the Board of

the defaulters ?
ted ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied :

629. (a)— Yes.

the information called for
statement
ptember,

(b)—A statement furnishing
is in the procsss of preparition; However,
showing the defaulting estates as on 30th Se
1972 is placed on the Table of the House.

(c)-All legal steps for recovery of arrear pP. F. dues as

provided for in the Scheme and Act are resorted to.

(1)—936 Bakijai proceedings have been taken, out of which

58 are pending.
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Re : Post of Section Ass'stants.

Shri Santosh Kumar Roy askad .

v

-



|

P

“a ‘~_£)-

1973 Questions €3

#631. Will the Miiister, P. W. D. be pleased to state —

(a) Whether it a fact that the Executive Engineer, Haila-
andi Division of P. WoDi (K & BY) s SreHscERies
the posts of Section - Assistants ¢

(b) Whether it 1s a fact that when the candidates are
waiting for call - cards for intsrview some four Sect-
ion Assistants has been transferred from Gauhati to

Hailakandi Division ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P. W, D.) replied:

631. (a) Yes.
(b) - Yes.
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Re: Yarn Mill in Assam

Shrimati Anandi Bala Rava asked *

»634. Will the Minister of Weaving and Sericulture be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether there is any mill which produces yarn in
the State of Assam ?

(b) If so, where it is located and whether it has been
able to fulfil the demand of the weavers of Assam ?

(¢) If not, whether Goverment propose to establish a new

one under public sector to meet the demand of the
weavers of Assam ?

o
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(d) What is the system of distribution of thread and yarn
to the purchasers ?

(¢) Whether the sale is made on bundle system or weight

system ?

(f) Whether it isa fact that dueto less quantity of yarn
put in bundles the weavers are cheated since it is

being sold on bundle systems ?

(z) Whether Government propose to enquire into the
matter and compel the dealers to sell yarn on weight
system ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied ¢

634. (a)—There are two mills which produce Yyarn in
Assam State. ;

(b)—One is located at Chandrapur and the other at Char-
duar. The yarn produced by them is not sufficient
to meet the entire demand of Assam State.

(c)—There is no proposal to set up a yarn mill in the
public sector.

(d)—The yarn allocated to the State is taken to their
godowns by the Cotton Corporation of India and
thereafter distributed to the purchasers through the
wholesale an retail nominees of the Deputy Com-
missioners.

(e)—Sale is made on the basis of bundle/lachees of fixed
weight.

(f)—No such complaint has been received by Supply
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. Department.

Lok

(g)—Does not arise.

Re: Loan to. Agriculturist for Rabi Crop

&

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked : ‘
2635. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any loan was granted to Argiculture for
. e,
(b) If so, what is the amount sanctioned for such '

Robi . crop ? ’

*purpose ?
(c) Whether the loan granted has been realised ?.

Shri Upendra Das. ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied ¢

635. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Rupees 2:00 crores was sanctioned by Government of
India out which Rs. 1,85,94,865'00 has been spent. Besides £
approximately Rs. 13,50,000°00 has been  granted aq ;3"1

b

loan from the State Budget for tractor and pumphire

%

The loan is being realised and the amount
realised so far is approximately Rs. 467 lakks.

Re ¢ Number of Elephants of ‘forest Department

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki Asked :
%636 Will the Minister, Forests be pleased to state—
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(a) What is the total number of elephants at the disposal
of the Forest Department ?

(b) For what purpose these elephants are kept by the
said Department be51des tke purpecse of selling the same ?

(c) What is the. total annual expenditure on these
elephants ? ' i

-

(d) What is the number of elephants caught during 1970-
71, 1971-72 and 1972-73 ?

(¢) What is the revenue so collected by selling the
elephants as well a their tusks ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Forests)rephed

636. (a)—4) ( forty ).

(b) —Thirty seven elephants have been mamtamed for
inspection of forests by the Officers and tourists.
There are three elephants in the Zoo fur show as
well as for joy ride of children.” These elephants are
not maintained for sale. | : ‘

(c)—Rs. 1,25,539°00.

(d)—The number of elephants caught by the Mahaldars
during these years is as follows :

1970-71 1971-72 1972-73
341 279 353

(e)—No revenue is collected by sale of elephants. (i) But
revenue is collected ~from Mahaldars for bapturc of
elephants from elephant Mahals.
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(ii) Revenue collected by State Government by v,
sale of elephant tusks during the last three

years is as follows {—

1970-71 1971-72 1972-73
Nil Rs: 1,27500 Nil
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Assam Co-operative Act, 1949




70 Questions 17 July

Shri Santosh Kumar Rdy asked :
»639. Will the Minister, Co-operation be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government proposes to amend the Assam
Co-operative Act, 1949 (Act. I of 1950) 2.

(b) Whether it is a fact that the "amendments were
drafted by ' the respective rdepartments a few years
back and if so, what is the cause ‘ofdelay “in bringing
a bill to the House ¢ :

8

() When the Government proposes to bring the amen-
ding bill. to the Assembly ?

Shri Gajen Tati ( Min'ster, Co-operative ) replied :

639. (a)—An amendment has already been effected by a
bill passed recently. A comprehenswe amendment is
" also under consideration.

(b)—A new bill for a comprehensive ‘amendment was
drafted in 1961 but due to new developments taking
place in the field of Co-operative movement the draft
required revision, various State Government their Act
ard Rules were consulted and views and suggestions
of the State Co-operative Union and the Co-operative
Officers Association were ' obtained with a view to
redraft the bill. After careful study of the Acts, Rules
of various States and the views and euggestlon for-
ward by the Unions, a revised draft of the b111 was
-pIepared in the year 1971. While this rev1sed bill
was under examination of Government, further develop-

‘E?
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ments affecting the Co-operative Movement as a whole,
like taking over of Whole-sale Trade in wheat and
wheat products financing of rural credit by Commer-
cial Banks etc. took place. Further, in the month
of -May, 1971, Goveriment appointed a Committee
headed by Shri G. Choudhury, M. L. A. to make re-
commendation, among others, for modification of the
Co-operative Act, Rules and Bye-laws. The recomme-
ndation are still awaited.
‘Hence the delay
(e)—On . receipt of the reﬂommendanons, a decision in the
matter will be taken.
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~1

ASSAM LAGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

Date': 17th 'July, 1973

Re : Nalbari Sanskrit College

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

12.

(2)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Wwill the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

Whether it is a fact that there is some difference
between the ©Old Managing and New Managing
Committee of the Nalbari Saiskrit College ?

If so, whether it is a fact that due to this differe-
nce a Principal of the College has not yet been
appointed till date on permanent basis ?

Whether ‘it is a fact that the salaries of the staff
of the College are remained unpaid for the last
nine months ?

The steps taken by Government to regularise the
affairs of the College administration ?

Shii Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )

replied ¢

12v (a)—-‘NO.
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{(b)-—No, but due to defective procedure followed in
selecting the Principal by the OId Governing -Body,
D. P.1. did not approve the appointment,

c)—Yes, since 1st October, 1972.

(d)—An ad-hoc Committee has since been formed by
dissolving the Old Governing Body to tide over the
present abnormal situation, -till a new committee is
formed under a new set of Rules to be prepared
for such tvpe of Institution., To facilitate payment
of salary to the staff sanction for 3 months of the
cuirent year i, e, March, April and May, .1973 has
been issued and the Secretary of the Ad-hoc committee
Fas been directed to function even without taking
over formal charge from the Secretary of the Qlqg
Governing Body who has not yet handed over charge,
For payment of arrear, Secretary has been asked tg
submit bills,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Mainister says
that because of defective procedure taken by the
Old Managing Committee the Principal could not be
appointed. May I know from the Minister what was

the defective procedure which was adopted by the
Managing Committee ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—Firstly, in the
Selection Committee there was no expert. Secondly,
for appointment of Principal prior approval of ihe
D. P, I. is necessary and the prior apprevel of the
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D. P. I. was not taken. Moreover, that Governing body
itself was not approved by the D. P. L

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—If the Governng Body
was not approved by the D.P.I. how this coilege
was functioning and for what ‘reason and whose fault
the salary of the staff was kept unpaid ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )— About those
anomalies the department is enquiring into and the
responsibilit; is being fixed.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Birkataki-May [ know whether a
permanent principal has already been appointed 7
Shri Huceadra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—Sir, 1 have
already replied that due to ircegular selection the
appointment was not approved by the D. P. 1 and
therzfore th: permiaent Princ’pal was not ap 0! 1t"‘
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Short Notice Question No. 13 was not put as _the
Hon’ble Questioner was absent,
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Mr. Speaker—Next item ?

Shri Premadhor Bora—Sir, with your permission, before
taking up the next item, I want to draw the atten-
tion of the Chief Minister,

Aroedq [W—CERAWWE 0SNG oAz waw  BfTA
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OGS I 3 etfae w@wfw oy

Mr. Speaker—Is it in the agenda ?

Shri  Premadhor Bora—No. Sir, with your pernisson I

rwant to say,

Mr. Speiker—You are given one minute’s time. -

Aremad  W—AZA (A5 FTHAG AN @I I T
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Mr. Speaker - This matter has bzsen givea notice of
under Rule -49

Shri Dualal Caandra Barua— Bzfore that T would like to
draw your attention to the fact that when you ruled
out our adjournment motion on the death of person
owing to maleria in Hailakandi, the Minister, Health
assured to maks a starem:znt and you ‘gave him time

- upto 18th for making such a statement. Now **** == =
( interruption )

Rrziqqqg Iq—cwis Twarsl cfeal M3 ¢
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua —Sir, tomorrow under Rule— 301,

there is another notice. Therefore if the Minister,
Health can give his statement today then there will -
be no difiiculty on our part to accept-it: bat tomorrow
if he gives his statement under Rule—301, then the
significance -of .your ruling . will bs lost. . May I
request the Minister to makes his statemeat today; so
far as I know, the eatire thing is ready and he can

place it before the House.

Shri C.S. Teron ( Minister, Health )—Sir, if I issue the

statement along with the statement under Rule-301; it
will facilitate the hon’ble members to get the scope
for further discussion under the same rule and there
will be no repetition, aud I thought, probably it may

be convenient to save time of the House.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Sir, the question is— when you

= Shr

have issued direction, the first duty of the hon’ble
Minister is to follow your direction; you did not ask
him to make this statement along with rule-301. When
he is to give his statemeat as per your direction,
there is no question of his clubbing this statement along
with rule—-301, which would be a dishonour to the
chair. '

G. S. Teron—It may be a differcnt thing; I have no
objection to that, but immediately it is not ready with

e,
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Mr. Speaker—Can you give it in the afternnoon ?

Shri C.S. Teron ( Minister )——Yes: Sir,

CALLING ATTENTION

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, under Rule 54 of the

procedure and Conduct Business in the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly, I beg to call the attention of (he
Minister, Health to the news-item appearing in ihe
Danik Asom, dated the 29th May/1973 under the
caption, “Ata offset Pressar Kahini”.

Shri C.S. Teron ( Minister )— Mr. Speaker, Sir, in conpe-

ction with the Calling Attention, I beg (o state (-

following—

With a view to popularising Family Planning pr-
ogramme amongst public and also to arouse consigy.
sness of asmall family norm it is considered necessary
to intensify publicity through mass communication prq.
cess. With this end in view the Government of Ipqi,
suggested that publicity should be carried out through
the medium of regional language with regional bias,
and to facilitate printing of publicity materials in loca]

language an Offset Press would be supplied.

This Offset Press was received by the Govt. of
[ndia from the Swedish Government ( Swedish Intern-
ational Ageucy ) as gift,
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Since the office of the State Mass Communication
and Informatlon Wwing of the Department of Health

& Famlly Plannmg was at Shlllong and there was
some accommodation available at the Regional Family
Planning Training Centre initially ~it was proposed to
instal the Press at Shillong. The Government of India
was informed accordingly.

It may be stated that the machines of the Offset
Press came at different times. The following machines
and materials ‘were received at Shillong.

Name of machine Date of .rgpcipt
1. Plate gtamin0 machine | ‘1-—9-_69
2, Prmtmg Down Arch Lamp é—9-_69
3. Plate Whirler .."22-10-5_9_,
4. Artist Retouching desk 22-10-69
5. Paper Cutting machine 10-9-69
6. Stitching machine October, 1970
7. Educational equipments do—
8. 52 bales of paper do—

Within this period the main Offset Press was
aot received. This Press along with some other ma-
chines were received at Gauhati as per date given
below—

1. Salna Offset Press 31-9-70
2. Process Camera 6-11-70
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3. Sink September, 1971

4. 52 bales of paper 22-12-70 - b3

The Government of Assam decided that for casier
distribution facilities of the printed materials 4yy Ghe
lity of required chemicals and materials and admini-
stive convenience and also for future developmeat the
Offset Press be installed at Gauhati and not ai spj-
llong. Simultaneously it was directed that Office of
the Superintendent b2 shifted from Shillong to Grac
uhati in April, 1971, and the machines that were rec-
eived at Shillong were sent back to Gauhati,

Minimum requisite staff were appointed, including
a Superintendent to supervise the installation of the
different machineries of the press.

The components of Offset Press are kept at Gauhatj
in the ground floor of the Regional Public Healtp
Laboratory. Another building has also been COnstruc-
ted near the Public Health Laboratory, where the
main press and the Camera have been successfully
installed.

Government earlier anticipated that the Press would
be installed in time but due to some technical difficy-
Ities this could not be done. Hence Government de-
cided to discontinue the services of the staff of the
Offset press. from Ist May, 1973, and directed the
Director of Health Services to absorb all the staff ip
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equivalent posts available in the department as far as
possible. Accordingly the U, D. Assistant, the L. D.
Assistant, the Typist were absorbed in different places
of the Health Department and the two attendants were
retained in the press as Chowkidars, There was no
such equivalent post available in the Health -Depart-
ment for accommodating the Supdt., and so he could
not be absorbed in the Department.

The Offset Press and Process Camera are sophis-
ticated machineries to handle. The Government of
India was requested to depute technician for installa-
tion of these two machines. The Government of India
had informed that since no such technician could be
deputed by them, the State Government might arrange
technicians locally by inviting quotations from private
firms at State Government cost. Government have
taken steps accordingly, Tenders have been re-eived

and a contractor has been selected,

In order to keep the mass publicity in tact, req-
uired printed materials were printed either at Gover-
nment Press or at Government approved pri\fate pre-
sses in Assam. No publicity materials were- printed
at any Press outside the State. :

The Government is very keen to see the Press
function as early as possible and selling the Press to
a private party at Gauhati is out of question.

It is not true that the Chief Minister had decided
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—Another point of clarifica-
~tion. Fiftytwo bales of very valuable papers were
given by the Swedish Govt., Whether the family pla-
nning authority have utilised these papers, if utilised
through which Press ? :

Shri Chatrasing Teron, ( Minister )—Those papers have not
been utilised because the papers are meant for  util‘-
sation only when the offset press comes into operation.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Then we can take it. that
these 52 bales are still in the godown ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron, ( Minister )—That is the informat-
ion that I have.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—If these 52 bales of papers
were not used in the offset press whether these are
lying in the godown j

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )—If the hon’ble member
wishes I shall personally look into the matter and
relay the information.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—It may be that these papers
were misused or sold and no paper is available ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister }—I Sshall look into it.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—About the appointment of the
Superintendent of the offset press, is it a fact that
even though the postis lying vacant in Assam Govt.

press he was straight away refused by the G. A.
Department ?
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Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )—That I do not know,
Sir.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Will the Minister look into it ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )—I shall lock into it.

Mr. Speaker—Before the next item the Minister, Health
wants to make a statement in connection with the
mass casual leave of the staff Gauhati Medical Col-
lege.

Statement of the Minister, Health in connection with
. enmasse absence by 3rd and 4th grade Employees of
GEMTC?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )—Sir, I am thankful to
you for kindly giving me the opportunity to make a
statement in connection with enmasse absence of the
third grade and fourth grade employees of the Gauh-
ati Medical College hospital,

Some Grade III and all the Gade IV employees
of Gauhati Medical College who had earlier given
notice to observe a peaceful resistance movement have
absented themselves from work since yesterday. This
movement designed to disrupt the smooth functioning
of the hospital is meant to register a protest against
the non-fulfilment of certain decisions taken by Govt.
in consultation with representative of the Graae 3%
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employees of the hospital in June, 1972.

The grievances of the employees were discussed
with their representatives and certain decisions were
arrived at. In substance they were as follows :—

(1) All employees who were en‘gage-d‘as casual

' employees should be gwen regular employment
like any other Government Servant

(2) All regular Grade 1V employees of the hospi-
tal should ‘be made eligible for all benefits
like Provident Fund, Pension etc. ‘

(3) All Grade IV employees should be allowed
to avail themselves of the weekly holiday,

(4) Quarters should be built for Grade IV emplc-

: " yees in permanent Medical College Campuyg
at Dispur.

(5) All Grade IV employees of the hospital
should get medical tfeat_ment free of cosf.

Government have supstantially implemented all

the decisions of June, 1972. 44 employees who were
in regular time scale of pay had bteen brougl{t to the
permanent cadre which will give them the benefit
of leave, pension, Provident Fund etc. 95 casual em-
ployees who were in the rollsof the hospital at that
time have been given regular employment. All the
Grade IV employees are now allowed weekly holiday,
It is also ensured that these employees get free medi-

cal treatment like any other Government Servant,
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Goverment have also sanc tioned conatrucllon of large
number of quarter for the Grade v statf costmg
about 8 lakhs of mpeea, and” the constfuctlon has

Tt o 5

already started,

These facts would clearly show that Government
have taken all steps to 1mplement the dec1sxons of
June, 1972. It is, therefore d:fﬁcult to appremate the
action on the part of the Grade I and Grade IV em-
ployees in absenting themselves en-masse and trymﬂ {0
disrupt the smoot\h functioning of the hospital;

However, thanks to the voluntary services fendered
by th; students “of the Gauhati Medical College,:_the
hdspital services could be carried on smoothly yester-
day. [ personally went round the hospltal last evening
ala 'ng W1th Shri Girin Choudhury, MLA and Chair-
man of the Gowmmg body of the hospnal and offi-
cials of the Health Department, and found the hospi-
tal in an excellent , condition. In overy ward the
student volunteers have gladly rendered their services
to the patients, They have helped in maintaining all
the hospital services. Cleaning the hospital, manning
all the recéption counters, looking after the patients
in the Ward and maintaining food, medicine and all
other supplies in the hospital were attended to by
the students admirably. The students have not even
hesitated to clean the lavatories and the drains. The
entiring and selfless efforts of the students have given a
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face lift to the general lock of the entire hospital, This
is indeed a shining example of what the youngmen
of our nation can achieve when a situation demands,
This has amply shown that a new Indja is in the
offing.. Govt. express their deep sense of gratitute and
appreciation to: our blooming doctors for the comme-
ndable spirit they have demonstrated.

Shri Dulal Chandra Bairua—Are we to understand  that
the workers are still on strike ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister,—My- information is

that less than 50% have already joined their duties and
the rest are yet to join,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—When vyou met them: was
there any discussion, if so, what ‘was the request 9

Shri Chatra Sing Teron ( Minister )—1 made a request tq
them' to join their duties, but I do not know whay
is their decision.

Announcement by the Chair

Mr., Speaker—1 have an announcement to make. I called
a meeting of the Business Advisory Committee on
16th July, 1973, in my Chamber to consider allotment
of . time for disposal of large rumber of Private
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Members’ notices and for adjustment of the programme -
of business. The Business Advisory Committee after
consideration of the matter decided that the Notices
under different Rules tabled by the Private Members
should be listed for all the remaining days and the
House should sit one hour more every day from 18th
July, 1973 onward till the disposal of those Notices
I hope this has the approval of the House.

( Voice : yes, yes )

Special Motion under Rule 130—A

Shri Dulal Chandra - Barua— Mr. Speakar, Sir, I beg to

move that “The House do now take into considera-
tion the Statement made by the Chief Minister in the
House on 7th June, 1973, on rise of prices of essen-
t al commodities in reply to the Call Attention Notice
given by Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi.”

Sir, while moving my motion for discussion in the
House I want to make certain observations, The Chief
Minister in his statement has given mainly three rea-
sons for the rise in prices of essential commodities.
Sir, you are aware that every body in every corner
of the State have the bitter experience of such rise
in prices of essential commodities, This Government
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é\}éﬁ_ after 26 ye{irs of Vinde_pe_xllenc;e, after 25 years of
qogérégs rufc, cénnot p_rowj_)ide for the barest minimum,
This Governmeﬁi hés__failéd to arrest the rise ip price
aﬁd are d(_)t iﬁ,apositidﬁi to deal with these elements
\'y_hpﬂ a"rié m collusito‘n with certain corrupt offiicials are
domge{ _fof of hérfﬂ to ﬂlg people of the State, The
éxp!a_nfitiori gi‘fen‘ by. the Chief Minister for the rise
in prices is mot tenahle now after 26 years of their
rule, 1If in the year 1946-47 they had taken the plan
of botllen_eck of communication that would have been
tenable and acceptable, But now after 25 years of
their rule t'Iiey hévé ﬁo moral right to take the plea
of transport bottleneck, natural calamities etc. This
Goyernment has totally failed to convince the Govt,
of India for extention the broad gauge line from Jogi.
ghopa to Tinsukia or even to Gaulaii even by taking
behind them the mounting public opinion for such
extension of the broad gauge line. Sir, according to
the Economic Survey of Assam, 1971, taking the bage
as 1960, the price index for non-manual employees by

ecember, 1971, has risen to 700%. The Prices of
essential commodities are increasing in stic'ha;'rbzinner
that even housewives have to come out to demonstr-
ate against such rise. If we take 1949 and 100 as the
base: we, will find that the jgiex for working classes
has shown an increase of about 900%, if you make
the calculation upto December, 197: and also the non
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manual price indzx  comes to 700%. It is fantastic.
It has proved that the Uovt machinery has comple-
tely failed. We have cof’ a big Supply Deptt. We
have got procuring agencies like Apex Marketing or
F.C. L to supply food stuff. They have already spo-
ilt everything. We are now at the mercy of these
organisations. When this act was ﬁassed we had rep-
eatedly asked the Govt. to amend the Actso that the black
Marketeer may be tackled. They are sucking the last
drop of bloed of the poor people. Here the Govt. is main-
taining ominous silence on this point. I agree that
due to non-supply of essential commeodities from other
states there may be a little rise in price. But it be-
comes unbedrable when it happens repeatedly. It has
become a day to day affair. I donot know what the
people who aré responsible for the supply of essential
commodities are doing ? Even here at Dispur we had
io purchase the Mustard oil at Rs. 7 or 8 per K.&g
The rice which we are producing is being sold at Rs.
170 for Sali and Juha at Rs. 2/~ Even the salt
is being sold at very h'gh price, The Govt. have no
control over it. The ordinary price of a k. & of salt
is 50 paise but it is being sold in the villages 75
paisa or 1°50 paisa. Therefore, there is a point to say
that the Govt. has completely failed to control the prices
6f commodities which we need everyday. Sir, the Chief
Minister has said that the first and foremost cause of




91

Special Motion under Rule 130-A 17 July

this trouble. is transport difficulties and the second is
shortage of commodities at source, But I would say
that this is not the -cause, The cause is that the un-
szrupulous traders has created this artificial scarcity to
get some extra profit. If the Govt, still say that it

is due to transport difficulties the supply of essen-
t'al commodities are not adequate then T would urge

upon the Govt, -to extend the broad gauge line upto

Tinsuikia via ‘Gauhati, Because only if this is done
then we can tide over the difficulties and there will
be steady supply of food stuff and other essential co-
mmodities. This matter. should be taken up with
ths Govt.. of India very ~ seriously. The second
po'nt is about the inadequacy in respect of supply of
wagons. It is very often said that for want of wa-
gons the dal and other essential commodities could
not be brought, Last time in Calcutta and in new
Delhi out of curiosity T examined the whole thing with
the help of an high official of the Govt, and we have
found that unless some thing is paid to the booking
clerk the commodities will not be booked in the wa-
goas This is the position. This matter should be
taken very seriously with the Ministry of Railways
to ensure steady supply of articles. For supply of es-
sential articles priority should be given in respect of
allotment of railway wagons, About the extension of
broad gauge lines, the matter should be taken up
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~ with the highest authority of the Railway Ministry.

Another point Sir, in respect of water transport a
passage through Bane]adesh is very much necessry. We
should take up the matter with Bangladesh Govt.
through Govt. of India. ‘Things “should be transported.
to and from Calcutta and Gauhati by river transport.
It will give us some relief, T hope the Govt. will not
sit idle over: the issue. Sir,  another ‘plea has been
given. That is about shortage of availability of com-
modities at source. This is mysterious. We know that
everything is being controlled byt't'h‘e agents of vari-
ous organisations. These agents used to make artificial
scarcity and say that there is shortage in stock at
source. Mr. Chairman Sir, you will bear me out when
ever in Rajastha'h there is scarcity of certain things,
the business community get the news over telephone
and increase the price of things immediately without
any other consideration. In the same way Bihar and
U. P. whenever there is rise in prices of some comisod-
ities the business community here increase the price
then and there. There are some agencies entrusted
with the work of lifting certain articles from some
other States. On the plea of shortage of allotment of
wagons or shortage of articles at source, they will
lift, say 1000 quintals instead of 2000 quintals which
was earmarked for our State. This is how they con-
trol the thing, This is very unfortunate, They are
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making unusual profit and putting common people
into difficulties. Sir, we are in fact living at the

mercy of certain people. These people have no hum-

anitarian consideration, Dr, ‘Radhakrishnan, the then
president of India once said in a conference held at
Bombay that, “we have been purchased by a particu-
lar community and we have no moral right to stand
against them, ‘At the time of eIectlon they used to spend
lakhs and lakhs of rupees, From where they get the
Money ? In the last general election also they spent
a huge amount of mo: ney. From where they got it ?

Therefore, Sir, he said they have been allowed
to exploit a section of our people and live like a
monarch all over the Country at the cost of our
poor people. Now, Sir, we have allowed this parti-
cular commumty under the Congress regnne to live
like a *God” at the cost of maiy. For this section
of people, there is no law and law cannot stand on
their way. Sir, Govt, machinery is there and they
can very well take action against them. But they
do not like to take action against them just to safe-
guard the interest of the people in general. We have
been asking the Government from time to time to
take certain legal action against those who are explo-
iting our p2ople. But the Governmient have failed to

take a;:tton against them, This has clearly proved

that this particular section of people have purch-
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ased the Govt. Therefore. Sir, we have to live at
their mcrcy. Everything is now at their hands.
Now, if we go to the rural areas, then we shall
find that our common people are groaning for their
e_séential commodities. Then, Sir, when we take up
the question of price-index, generally we then take
into consideration the people living in towns like
Gauhati, Jorhat, Nowgong, Dibrugarh. Dhubri, & Tez-
‘pur etc. We never think for the people who are
living in the remotest areas of our State. We are
now allowing a certion section of people to squeeze our
blood. we never think for those who are in the
remotest areas. Sir, you will be surprised to know
that even the price of essential commodity like salt.
etc., has gone up to Rs.1/50 p. per k.g. in the
, you can very well imagine from
this whether the Government is actually in existence
or mnot ¢ Sir, either in this plea or on that plea
Govt. is not yet in a position to introduce certain

rural areas, Sir

form of restriction or control over these essential
commodities. Sir, It is time for the Govt. to adopt
certain measures which can put some sort of con-
trol over those essential commodities & fto give
relief to the poor reople living in the remotest areas
of the State. Sir, as I have stated earlier, it will
amply prove that Gavernment is not interested to control

the price line. They are not in a position also to give
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the minimum requirement of the essential commodities
to our people though the stocks are available in big
businessman’s house and godowns, Therefore, Sir, I
fail to understand in what way and in what manner
Govt. machinery is functioning when they are not in
a position to help the masses. Sir, the Chief Minister
is very much vocal and always he tell us that he
wants to make this administration for the welfare the

common masses,

(At 11-53 a. m, Mr. Chairman Shri P. K. Choud-
hury vacated the Cha'r and Mr. Deputy Speaker,
occupied the Chair))

But we find, sir, he not in a position to give the

minimum requirement to our common masses who are

living in the remotest areas of the State. Sir, I fail
to understand under what circumstances the Hon’ble
Chief Minister can say that he is the friend of the
poorer section of the people ? Sir, as I have stated
earlier, the Govt, was sleeping over the last two dec-
ades and they have failed control a particular com-
munity who have been exploiting our people from
time immemorial. Govt. have totally failed to arrest
the price of the essential comodities and to give the
minimum requirement to our masses. Sir, here wesfind

our Chief Minister is compltely silent and did not
spell out in what way Govt, propose to control the

NN
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rising prices of essential commodities, He ‘has menti-

oned in his statement that an artificial scarcity has
been caused by the unscrupulous traders. Sir, this is
a music to us and we have been hearing the music
on the same tune for the last two decades. Sir, we
know it well that a section of people are here to ea=
ploit us. But at whose instance they want to exploit
us ? Whether they want to exploit us at the instance
of the common masses ¢ No, Sir, not at the instance
the common masses. But it is at the instance of the
Govt. machinery they want to exploit us. We are
collaborating with them for our political purpose, for
our party purpose. We are collaborting with them
even for our personal purpose. Therefore, we have not
been able to take stern action against these unscrups
lous traders. We cannot apply law against them Though
we have got Govt. machinery, but law 1is not app-
licable to them. Sir, we have seen that this Govt.
gave punishment to certain people under Food Adu-
lteration Act. But who are those -people 2 Sir, they
are some goalas, some small milkmen. Sir, they are
petty milk suppliers. But what about those big people
who are exploiting our common masses and squeszing
our people’s blood by poisoning them. They are in-
fusing this poisonous blood to our next generation.
Sir, they are doing adulteration in the essential comi-
modities not in one stage but in many stages. But. sir,




Special Motion under Rule 130- A 17 July

Govt., is not in a position to catch hold of them. In
this connec?tion I remember once Late lamented Nehru
said “blackmarketeers should be'hanged to the nearest
Lamp Post’. Bat, Sir, it remains where it has ‘been
said. - No blackmarketeers or hoarders have been pun-
ished in such a way. Rather they have been given
the upperhand andg allowed to exploit us, Sir, we
would have been very glad if +the Chief Minister would
have come forward & say that these are the people
found responsible for adulteration of the foodstuff ahd
Govt. is going to take action against them. But, Sir,
he remains satisfied in saying that an artificial scar-
rcity has been caused by the unscrupulous traders,
Without taking any action against them. But this is
not acceptable to them; Now, l. am coming to the
wheat-trade. Sir, Govt., have taken up the wheat
trade from Ist of Juge, Ncw, Govt. is pot in g
position to tell us what was the quantity earlier
available i