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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE
ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLED
AFTER THE FIFTH GENERAL ELECTION
UNDER SOVEREIGN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur,
Gauhati at 10 A.M. on Wednesday, the 18th July, 1973.

PRESENT

Shri R. C Barooah, B. L. Speaker in the chair, 12 (twelve)
Ministers 2 (two) Ministers of the -State -and 86 (eighty six)

Members.

STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

( To which oral replies were given )
Date ¢ 18th July, 1973

{ The House met at 10 A. M. with hon’ble
Mr. Seaker in the Chair. )

Mz. Speaker : Pending starred question No. 53 to be
teplied by Minister, P.W.D.



2 QUESTIONS [18 July

Shri Lutfur Rahman, (Minister) r Sir, regarding the
question in 53 (a) we recieved two copies of the question.
One copy was as it is printed here. In May, 1965 when the
Dwarika Bridge in the Sibsagar Division failed, who was the
Executive Engineer in charge of the Sibsagar Division ¢ In
another typed copy it was not only who was the Executive
Engineer in-charge of the Sibsagar Division but who was the
Executive Engineer in-charge of the Sibsagar Division in May,
1965 when the Dwarika Bridge collapsed ? This part was not
printed. In view of that the anwer two 53 (a) is The Dwarika
Bridge did not fail nor collapsad in May, 1965, however some
defects in concreting of one girder was notice by Executive
Engineer during his Inspection in May, 1965 and got rectifld
at the cost of the contractor. Shri H. N. Chakravarty was the

Executive Engineer in-charge of Sibsagar Division at that
time.

(b) There was no objection raised by Accountant
General and Public Accounts Committee regarding designing
the bridge. There was however, objection for delay in cons-
truction of the Bridge which is not yet settled.

(¢) Yes, as the post of Superintending Engincer is
a selection post, seniority confers mo claim. The Officer
was promoted on overall assesment of his service records.

(d) No. Confirmation is not a criterion for selec—
tion of officers for promotion to the rank of Superin-
tending Engineer.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know from the
hon’ble Minister when the bridge collapsed-in which year
and on what date ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister ¢ It occurred on 1.6.64.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ¢ Whether any enquiry has
been made to this effect and what is the finding ?
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Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister : There was enquiry
and defects during construction, delay in supply of meterials
and many other defects were found.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether responsibility
has been fixed up on any officer ? And if so, whether the

officer has been taken to task ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister ; The Commission re-
commended action against the S. D. O the Executive Engi-
neer, the Superintending Engineer including the officer who
was in charge of designing. They were given warning.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Did the Government consider,

-warni.ng to be sufficient punishment to such kind of officers ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman : That was the punishment re-
commended and that was done by the department. Regar-
ding Shri Chakravarty the recommendation unfortunately
was not received in time in regard to punishment.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ; When the bridge was
actually completed ¢ ‘

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Ministe :* In Dccember, 1965.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What was the original

- estimate and what was the final expenditure ?

Lutfur Rahman, Minister 3 It has not been settle.
There was some irregularity in regard to payment.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki : The Miniter said that
there is nothing wrong in the design of the bridge. But_ one
of the main allegation against the Executive Engineer was

_ that due to wrong designing of the bridge the Govt. has to

pay or paid more than Rs. 4 Lakhs and this extra amount
was paid because the angular design was wrong.

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister 3 That was not one of
the allegations against the Executive Engineer. There was
allegation against the Designing Engineer.
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Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki: The Minister stated
that there was nothing wrong with the Design and now he
has given the actual fact and the design Engineer was accor-
dingly arraigned, because it was due to the wrong design the
Govt. had to pay more. The approach of the bridge was also
wrong.

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister : There was no objec-
tion raised regarding the designing of the bridge. This is in
regard to the Accountant General and the Public Accounts
Comnmittee. But what was found by the Enquiry Commission
and ourselves is that there was something wrong in the
designing. |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know from the
Minister what was the original estimate and what was expen-
diture that has been incurred for the bridge including the

approach ? T

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister ¢ The original estimated
expenditure was Rs. 3,64,000/- the final amount I cannot say
because there was some irregularity.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ¢ Including the approach
work how much we are to pay now for the bridge ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister : That figure is not
with me.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : There are two parts
in regard to the question. The first part is with regard to
designing and the other is with regarl to execution. The
hon’ble Minister has given reply in regard to designing.
What he has to say in regard to execution ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: How may times the
plans and estimates and the design have been changed ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister ¢ Design has been
changed once. Plans and estimates have not been changed.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Is it not a fact that the
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» design and estimate have been changed five times ?
L Shri Lutfur Rhaman, Minister : I have no knowledge.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Will the Minister verify
TURY
Shri Lutfur Rahman, Minister : Definitely.
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*643.  Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is fact that the Food Corporation of
India has decided to set up a local offlce at
Gauhati ¢ -

(b) If so, when the said office will function ¢

(c) Whether the unemployed youths will be given spe-
cial preference for employment in the local office
of the Food Corporation of India ¢

(d) Whether the Government have made serious attem-
pts in this regard through the Union Ministry of
Food and Agriculture ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied .
643. (a) and (b)—The local office of the Food Corpora-

tion of India was set up at Gauhati several years back.

(c)—1In all the category IV and category IIL ( Assistant
grade 11T etc. ) posts appointments are made from the local
youths sponsored by the Employment Exchange.

(d)—In view of the answer against (c) above it does not
appears that the matter need be taken up further with Union
Ministry of Food and Agriculture. .

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know from the Chief
Minister the number of local people employed by the F.C.I.7
Is that figure available ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : That figure
might be available but not with me at the moment.

Shri Premodhar Bora : May I know from the Chief
Minister whether the Government of Assam has any control
over the F. C. I. so far as recruitment to the organisation is
concerned ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : So for
qs recuritment is concerned, as I have already stated, Sir,
appointments are made from the local youth sponsored by

<5 the Employment Exchange.
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Shri Premodhar Bora : Considering the burning un-
employed question will the Government of Assam be pleased
to take up the matter with the F. C. I. so that in future no
recruitment will be made from people outside this State ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : I have
not been able to follow the question. But so far as the
Employment Exchange is concerned they have upgraded their
Regional Office to a Zonal Office.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharya : Are the Goverhment
aware of the fact that the Zonal Office for this region being
located at Calcutta, so for as employment to higher catego-

ries of service is concerned, it is controlled entirely from
Calcutta ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister) : That
may be so. ;

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Are the Government aware
of the fact that the Headquarters of the F. C. I. as stated
carlier by one Hon. Member, being in Calcutta, F.C.I. always
use to bring first grade officers from outside this State if so,
whether Government will take up the matter with the Gover-
nment of India so that all these grade I officers are recruited
from here or appointed on deputation from Government of
Assam ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, the
question of the Hon. Member Shri Barua, is identical with
that of Shri Bhattacharya to which I have already ready
replied, “That may be so.” '

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : Sir, the vacancies occurring
i the Assam region are filled up in Calcutta and then the
Officers so recruited are transferred to Gauhati. Whether
the Government is aware of this fact

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : We will
have to look into this matter.



o

-~

B973 . QUESTIONS 3
S B ot ¢ e a1 419 FemT Vﬁwm facht
:a-qasfﬁnmm%tﬁ‘l e W e 2q {%cﬁa ?ﬁﬂ?ﬁ%
@@Wﬂ:ﬁwmﬂmﬁmwﬁf&wﬁﬁw ‘

@ﬁ«wﬁaz(qumﬁr)* mﬁm%m ST c?mm m‘mv

il A |
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 3. May I koow from the
Hon. Chief Minister whether any percentage has been fixed

E by the Employment Exchange for sponsoring local candi-

dates for appointment in the F. C. I mcludmg cand.ldates-
for higher categories ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha Chlef Mlms‘ter ) So far as
the question of employment in jobs of the higher categories
is concerned, Sir, it is made on all India basis. As regards
thé jobs in the lower categories, appointments are made from
iocal candidates sponsored by the employment Exchang&

Shrlma‘u Renukadevi Barkataki. = Sir, in+ ca’tegones I
and : II officers .for the F. C. I. are d1rectly appointed from
Calcutta and for vacancies in lower catégories also which
occur in the Assam region are filled up by transferring.
officers appointed in Calcutta. May I know from -the Hon.
Chief Minister whether it is not a fact that the Employment
Exchange while sponsoring candidates for employment in
Assam- treat all such candidates as local candidates whose
names and addresses are gwen as care of such and such, P.O.

Gauhatx, Assam ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sm'ha { Chief Minister ) : That is
a matter which concerns the Em ployment Exchange.

Slmmatl Renukadevi Barkataki : If it is a matter that

‘concerns only the Employment Exchange than is it not at

the discretion of the F. C. I. to recruit any person who gives
his name and address as ‘‘Care of some one, P. O. Gauhati,
Assam’®’ although he comes actually from outside this State ¢
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¥s there any restriction. of names by the Employment Ex-
change hese 7 -

Shri Sarat €handra Smha ¢ Chief Minister ). = That is
we Wlﬂ have to loek #nto-

) " 8hri Dulal Chandra Barua v If there fS‘ ne restrictiom
and if a person coming from Calcutta can register his
name here; then is the Govt. aware of the faet that there

~ would be ne difficulty fora person coming from eutside the

State fo register his name here as a foeal candidate ? If so
whether Governntent will consider the neeessity of restricting
registration in the Employment Exchanges here only to those:
candidates whe are: borr and broughﬁ u.p in the State of
Assam.

. Shri Sarat Chandra Smha, ¢ Chief Mlmster ) Sir, SO
far as that particular office is concerned, it is Govern by
fules made by the Government of India to amend that Rule.
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“Subject to availability of qualified candidates © p. c.iof
the posts are reserved fer Scheduied Caste and 13 p. c. for
'Scheduied Tribes.”
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Re: Reirenchment -of employees
Dr. Bhumidhar Barman asked *
*643. Will the Minrister P. W. D. be pleased to state—=
(a) What is the total number of retrenched employees
under P. W. D. { R. & B. ), North Kamrup Division
at Nalbari retrenched as a result of “Ecomomic
cut’’ ¢
{b) How many of them were te-employeed ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman { Minister, P. W. D. ) replied :
644. (a)—Total 333 Nos. ( Work-chatged 77 and Mus-
ter roll labourers 239).
(b)—Total 233 Nos. Work-chargsd 73, Mustet roil
labourers 160 Nos. ) are re- absorbed.
Mofiex 70— ff¥mg A A0z Rl (zfogl frz ?
ot 7BET TFAA—C58l (T =il fFale |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know from Hon.
Minister for P. W. D. whether the economic cut will be
withdrawn from the P. W. D. in view of the growing un-
employment situation in our State.

'l
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- Shf‘l' Lutfur Rahman ( Minister P.W. D.) : I am
~“sorry, S'Il', I cannet say anytning about withdrawing of the
economic cut. I fail -to understand what is the meaning of

. the “ecomomic cut” But it is fact that we experienced some

difficulty regarding the finance, but the position ha s since
, rmproved ‘and' whether revenue for employment has opened
up .we are trying to absorb the retrenched Work-Charged

Iobourers. ‘e

Shrimati Renukadevr Borkotokr : Sir, the Minister

today has ceme forward with a contradietory statement that
- these people were retrenched due to economy cut. The other
~ day the Minister said that these people were retrenched as
there was no work. May we krow for which reasen these

| , ~p‘eopte were actually re_;renched ?

Shri Lutfur Ralman ( Minister ) : Sir, I have alread
) satd that 1 cou!d not understand what was the pattern o?
economy cut. ‘But there was defenitely some diffi culties in
respect of ﬁnance. Also it is a fact that there was less work

~ load.

blem ¢
Shri Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : Sir, the matter i
s

not only under consideration but this is under active consi-
I_

.deratlon of the Govt. ~We are trying to take action as
as poss1b]e. B carly
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~ Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir. this is a very lon '
pending matter. It has been said that this matter is und o
_consideration. How long Govt will take to solve this prgr
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Shri Lutfur Rahman( Minister ) : I have one figure

- only.” We have absorbed about 41 in North Kamrup Divi-

sion.

Shri- Dulal Chandra Barua : The matter is -under
active consideration as has been said by the Minister. What,

is the difference ‘between “under cons1derat10n” and “under

active consideration” ?
. Shri Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : We are trying to.

-~ finalised the _matter as early as possible. This is the diffe-
renc>. : '
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‘Re : Supply of yarne
Shrimati Renvkadevi B’ank'awki asked =
- *645. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
¢a) What is the total mumber of persoms who solely
depend on weaving as- their means. of living ¢ ‘
{b) Whether Government would sapply required quan-
tity of yarn to these weavers 7 -~ ;

¢c) Whethier it is fact that there is o supply of cottom -

Yarn to Gauhati\in contrel price fixed by Govern-
menf of India ? - '

d) If not, what is the tofal quantity of yars ( contro
" priee Y made available to the State 7

te) What are the distribution machimeries of this yarny

Shef Sarat Chandra Sinhe ( Chief Minister ) seplied =

645. (ay—According. to the estimates. of the Supply
Department, there are about 30 thousand professional hand-
foom weavers and a few hundred powerloom weavers depen-
ding on weaving as their main means of living. :

(b)—It is the constant endeavour of Government to

supply the required quantity of yarn to these weavers.
. (c)—No: - C . N

(d)—Till now about 15.45 lakhs kg. of hank yarn and

h

about 2.5 lakhs kg. of cone yarn has been allocated to the

State.

-(e)—The cotton yarn allocated to the State  is brought
 to their godowns by the Cotton Corporation of India and
‘thereafter sold to the wholesale nominees of the Deputy Co-
mmissioners who in turn sell the yarnt to the retail nominees
of the Deputy Commissioners for sale by them ultimately to
the consumers. C
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S

> Shri Gaurisankar Bhatiacharjya : With regard to«(d)
whether the Govt. has got any figure in respect of annual
tequirement of hank yarn and cone yarn in the State ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ‘(Chief Minister) : -.Sif, our
annual requirement of hank yarn is about 4 lakhs 10 thousancs
k. g. and cone yarn about | lakh 50 thousand k. g.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Borkotoki : 1Is it a fact that

the yarn is not available in the villages ? Is it alse a fact that

K women folk from the villages used to come to Gauhati to get
the yarn at a very high price ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :— Sir, the
position was bad earlier. It has improved a little now and
we are expecting further improvement in the near future.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjya : According to the
figures given by the Chisf Minister the annual requirment is
about 5} lakh k. g. whereas in the first quarter the supply
was only about 15 thousand k. g. If that be some then how
the Govt. propose to fill up the gape in the remaining months ¢

4 Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) s Sir, that
I have alregdy said. There was scarcity some time back.
Now. the position has improved and the Cotton Corperation
of India has assured us that it will be able to supply the re-
quired quantity.

Shri Biswanath Upadhaya : May I have a district wise
figures. I also want to know what quantity has been allotted
for the District of Cachar.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha { Chief Minister ) : Sir, 1n
April, June/73. The allotment is like this. Gauhati 20,500
k. g. Sir, different counts are there. I want to give only
the total. The total quantity alloted, Gauhati 12,030 k. g.,
Dhubri 8,905 k. g., Nowgong 9,590 k. g., Jorhat 6,165 k. g.,
Dibrugarh 3,425 k. g., Silchar 11,646 k. g., Diphu 860 k. g.,
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Haflong 220 k. g. Total 63,431 k. g.  That was the position
in April and June. Now the position has improved.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, May I know from
the Hon’ble Chief Minister what is the district-wise require-
ment and who generally makes the assesment of the require-

ment 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Mmlster ) ¢ Sir, the
requirement is assessed on the basis of the number of Hand-
loom and Powerloom Weavers depending on weaving as
their main means of living.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, my question is not
replied. My question is what was the district-wise require-
ment ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Mirister ) : Sir, I have
already stated that district-wise requirement is not with me
now. Only the total requirement of the State is with me.
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.Shri Premodhar Bora: Sir, May I know from the
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stayed at Sadiya and information will be submitted soon.
gtaa1d 4%, When any information is to be collected from
some other Departments it should be the duty of the Depart-
went concerned to refer the question to the other Depart-
ment.
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Mr. Speaker ¢ The‘question hour is over. Supplemen-
taries on Starred question No. 648 will be put tomorrow-

Now short netice question.

ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
~ SHORT NOTICE
QUESTION AND ANSWERS

Date 18th July, 1973

Re : Bucroachment of Assam State Territory
‘Shri Lakshya Nath Doley asked ¢
15. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware thatthe Government

of Arunachal have been in encroachment of about {

5 K. M. deep into Assam State Territory near Jonai
of Dhemaji Sub-division, since some years back
by constructing some office builcings and setting up
a Check-Post on the Jonai-Pasighat C. P. W. D.
Road ¢

(b) If so, what action the Government have taken to
remove the encroachment.

(c) Whether the Government is aware that the people
of Assam have been subjected to great harassment
at the Check-post illegally set up by the Arunachal
Government ?

(d) If so, why the Government have not so long remo-

-
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ved the Check-Post to save the people from unnecessary
harassment ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief  Minister) replied ¢

15. (a)—Yes, about six to seven years ago erstwhile N.
E. F. A. now Arunachal Pradesh Authorities had construc-
ted a Health Centre and residential quarters of Forest Offi-
cers at village Talem some 800 ft. North of the Railway line.
One Check Gate manned by C.R.P. was found to have been
erected by Arunachal Government at Ruksin within Jonai
Police-Station 'area of Assam on the Jonai-Pasighat P. W. D.
Road.

‘(b)—Action is being taken to start encroachment cases
against these encroachments.

(c) and (d) According to reports received by the Gover-
nment only one instance of refusal of entry of people at this
Check-Gate was reported to the E. A. C., jonai. This matter
has been taken up with Arunachal authorities for removal of
this Check-Gate and other unauthorised constructions within
areas of Assam,
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Shri Premodhar Bora : Sir, the Chief Minister has
come up with a reply that the Government of Assam has ta-
ken up the matter with the Arunachal Government. But the
Government of Assam is sleeping over the matter. While we

say that we are taking up the matter with the Arunachal Go-
vernment they are erecting houses, this and that. If our Gov-

ernment has taken up the matter with the Arunachal Gov er—

nment how is it possible for them to erect buildings etc ?
Does it mean that whatever we are doing is only remaining
in papers ?  Will the Chief Minister apprise the House what

A
-t



1973] SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS 31

actions are being taken so that further construction can be
stopped ?

ofrqe b Bz (JAA) @3 fREca qetate 5fe Sire |

( Before Smti Tarulata Bora could complete her
question, Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister said. )

Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I
may intervene.  The Hon’ble Minister, Veterinary is feeling
sick and uneasy. ke may be allowed to leave the House.

(Shri J. B. Hagjer, Minister felt sick and was lifted and
carried out of the Chamber by the Marshal, one of the Cha-
mber atteadents, Shri Premodhar Bora, Shri Md. Idris and
Shri Syed Abhmed Ali, Minister.)

. e R M T 2% . W . -
e

——EEN e, W

; Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, you
| know under what conditions we are working here. When we
go outside the House we feel better but as soon as we enter
the Chamber we feel as if we have entered into a furnace.
You have also seen how one Hon’ble Minister have fallen
sick as a result of excessive heat inside the Chamber. This
calls for immediate airconditioning of the House. Will you
kindly look into it.
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister: : Sir, somec Hon’ble
members have already spoken on this.
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M. Deputy Speaker ¢ I cannot alfow the discussion
becduse it is not in the agenda.
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Re: Llcensed Electncal Contracters '

Shn Glasuddm Ahmed asked :
*651. Will thé Mlmster, Powsr (Electrnclty) be pleased
to state~—

(@ Whether it is a fact that some private firms namely

M/s. Radio TFelhic and M/s. Wire and Wireless,
Dhubri have been authorised to certify suitability

of newly made electric w1rmg in private houses at
Dhubri 7 :

(b) Whether it is also a fact th.at no electric connection
is given to houses without such certificates from them y

(c) Whether Government is aware that taking advan-
tage of this sort of monopoly the said firms have
been charging very exhorbitant amount from the
concerning public-? :

Shri Mahammad Idris | Mnmster, Power ( Electr:mty )}
rephed

651. (aJ—At present there are three licensed clectrical
contractors at Dhubiri, yiz ~—

-€1) M/s. Radio Talkies Equ1pment Compar.y.
(2) M/s. Magnet House. |

(3) M/s. Wire .and ereless.

(b)—Yes.

(c)—Government have no such information.
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Re Polzce ()ut Post
, Shrr Mal Chandra Pegu asked :

*()54 wm the Minister of State, Home be pleased to

state—

[a] whether it was decided by the ‘Choudhury Ministry
‘to established:a Police Out-Post at-Ahatguri in Ma-
juli and site for construction of the buildings of th >
Out- Post was also selected 7

[b] If so, why tke Cu'-Post has not teen created and
construction of the bulldmgs starred till this date ? .
Shri Hiteswar Saikia [Ministet of State, Home] replied:

6°4.’ [a]—Government sanctioned the opening of Out-

- Post at Ahatgari in the year 1966 and site for the purpose

was also selected at Dadhara.

[b] ~The Out-Post has. Started functjoning - from Ist -

April, 1973 in a-private rented house. Departmental cons-
truction of the buildings for the Out-Post could not be under-

’ taken as yet due to stringent ﬁnanclal condition of the State.
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’ R Chakcheka Government M V. School f

Shr1mat1 Pramta Talukdar’ asked
. *¥655 will the Minister, Educatwn be Pleased to state

(a) The - total-amount’ sauctloned by the Government

-

?for the Chakcheka Govemment ‘M. V. School m1971-72 E
and 1972-73 7 -

(b) Why the sanctloned amount could not be drawn: 9

- Shri- Harendra Nath Talukdar (Mlmster, Educatlon)
rephed B :

" 655. (a)——-The total amount sanctloned durmg -
1971-72.... Rs. 5,400 . ‘
-1972-73.... Rs. 3.000 S .

=]
.(b) The amount could not be drawn because the,
T. Q., Barpeta. refused to. make payment of the bills

- without supportmg sub-vouchers. -As the. time was short; -

" it 'was not p0551ble to execute the work and furnish

. sub-vouchers. The sanction for 1972-73 was lssued durmg
the month ‘of March, 1973 '
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Re s Insta]lallon of Electmcal Watcr Pumps

Shri Abdul Muktadir Chounury asked ¢
 *660. -Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to,

state-—

. '(a How - many Flecmcal Water Pumps have been
installed in Cachar for Robi crep programme?

-

(b)- How many of them!are operaung? (Figure to

“be shown Sub-division-wise).

(c) The -total allocation of money for Cachar for

"Rabi crop programme ?

(d) What was the result ?
Shri- ‘Upendra Das (Minister, Agnculture) replied :
660. (2) Altogether 63 Nos. water pumps have been

‘installed in Cachar—-

A

(i Silchar.... 28 Nos. (20 H P. each)
(i) = Karimganj... 17 ,, ‘ s

‘. Y

Total ... 63 Nos.
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(b) The followmg pumpsets are in operatmg condltlon
though ther;:_ is no demand for its. runnmg at present
(i) Silchar ... 20 Nos® - , .

(i) Kanmganj....' 5, - .
(iii) Hailakandi.... 8 ,, - ‘

_Total - 43 -Nos.

(c) & (d)——The amounts spent for Cachar DlStI’lCt is

approx. Rs. 32, 39 lakhs.

: The areas . 1rugated were——‘. ,
" Silchar ... 8550 bighas of ‘Botro and early Ahu
KanmganJ 1580 » 3 e 9 9 .
‘Hailakandi' 4300" . " 4 . a4 .
' Estimated cover age under Rabl crop 13 300 hcctares
' Estimated pl‘OdUCtIOH under Rabl crop 17 258 onnes.

Re: <Sarbhog State, Dl,spensary o .;2

- Srimati Pramh Talukdar - asked : . 4
*661 Will the Minister Health be pleased to state— .

(a) When the Sarbhog State Dlspensary of Sarbhog
was established ? C ‘

(b) Whether it is a fact that the building and

residential quarters for Medical staff of the sald dispen-

Safy are in a delapidated condition

o) K so, what steps have been taken.by the qu—
Aernment to repair the said bmldmg and the residential
quarters? ' L

"Shri ' Chatrasing Teron (Mlmster, Health) replled

661. (a) Sarbhog  State Dispensary was established

by, Ex-Local Board and taken over by Govt.. on Ist April
1959, - -

(b) and (c) Yes, but due to paucny of fund the
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‘repair works could not be taken up.

- -

Re: Hospital Faoilities .

Shri Pushpadhar Challha asked :
*662. Will the Mnmster, Health. be pleased to state-
{a) Whether (rovernment is aware of the fact that

. the people of the two - back- ward locahtles viz Chutiabasti -
- and Balimukhia in Amgun Coqstlluency are in need of -

Hospltal facilities ¢
.(b)- Whehter it is also a fact that Famlly Plamng Cen-
tres were sanctloned for these two. places [

(c) If so, why the said centres were not"opened ¢

(d) Whether Government proposes to open the sald.
Family Planning centres immediatly ? - "

. (e) If not, the reasons thereof ?

Shrr Chatrasmg Teron(Minister Health) rephed

- 662. (a) The people Chutiabastican receive hospltal
facxhtles from the nearest P. H. C. at Morabazar - and

-. from Slbsagar Civil Hospll;al The people of Balimukhia

can receive Hospital faCIlll'leS from the nearest - P. H. C.

'~ at Morabazar and from Sibsagar “Civil Hospltal

(b), (c), (d), and (e) A Famlly Planning Sub—Centre |

hés been - Sanctloned for Chutnabastl ‘Tt has not been

‘sanctioned. for Bahmukhla The Aux-Nurse- MldWlfe of

Chutiabasti F. "P. :Sub-Céntre. is temporarily working at

' Kamarbandha Ail P. H. C. and not at  Chutiabasti - .for
~ want of accmmodation “at Chutiabasti. As regards esta-
bhshment of a Family Planning Sub-Centre at ‘Balimu-

khla, the Government will con51der m due course
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Re - Construction of building for Barnagar Circle Office.

Shrimati Pranita Talukdar asked :
667. Will the Minister Revenue be pleased to state

(a) Whether there is provision for allotment of a
good amount of money during the current financial year

for the construction of the Building of the Barnagar Circle
Office, Sarbhog ?

(b) If so, whether plans and estimates have been
received by the Governmerit ¢

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) replied:

667. (a)—No.

(b)—Yes.
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Re: Robi Crop Programme

Shri Nurul Islam asked:
*668 Will the Minister Agriculture bs pleased to state-

(a) Whether the Government is going to undertaking
the massive Rabi Crop Programme this year too through
out the State ?

(b) If so, whether any plan has besn prepared for
the purpose ?

(c) What -will be the estimated cost for the
purpose ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) replied:
668. (a)—Yes.

(b)&(c)—Plans are under preparation and the costs

-and details will be known only after the Plans are fina-

lised.
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Re: Supply Departmerit

Shri Dulal Chanira Barua asked:
*670. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

e
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(a) The total expendlture mcurred annually on the
" pay and allowances of the oﬁicers and the staﬁ' of the
Supply Department ? -

(b) Whether the Government propose to take any
step for reviewing the staff position vis-a-vis absorption
of major portion of them in the F. C. L. and the Apex

Marketing ¢ °

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chlef Mlmster) rephed

670. (a) The expenditure on the pay and allowances
of the officers and staff of the Supply Department varies
from year to year. In. 1972-73 it amounted to approxn-
mately Rs. 40 lakhs.

(b) There is no proposal before Government to get
the  major portion of the Supply Department staff absorbed

either in the Food: Corporation of India ‘or in Apexp

Marketing Society and as such the question of reviewing
the staff -position vis-a-vis their absorptton in these two '
organisations does not arise.
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Re ¢ T. A. and D. A. of Ministers and its officials

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
*672. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state-

What is the total amount of expenditure incurred
by Government on account of T. A. and D. A. of the
Ministers their Private Secretaries, Gunmen, Drivers, Peons
during 1972-73 ¢ :

(The figure regarding tours inside the State and out
side the State should be shown separately).

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied-
672. A Statement is placed on the Table of the Bouse

Re : Neamati-Kamalabari Ferry

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :
*673. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state —

(a) Whether Government has received a communication

~r
y
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from the Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar District at Jor-
hat as to making provision for carrying goods to and from
Neamati by the businessmen of Majuli by Special Boats ?

(b) If so, whether Government would make provisiop
for plying Special Boats within the limits of the Neamati-
Kamalabari Ferry for carrying commercial goods without
paying any tolls to the lessee ? .

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Transport)
replied ¢
673. (a)—A letter was received by Government from
Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar. In this letter the Deputy
Commissioner, Sibsagar has moved Government to consider
if certain special terms can be incorporated in the subsisting
lease of settlement so that traders are not put to difficulty for

carrying their goods. ;
(b)—This is not feasible in the face of the subsisting
settlement lease by Government.
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Re : Necessity of an Over-bridge

Shri Abdul Muqtadir Choudhury asked :
+675. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state—
(a) The number of daily interruption of motor Vehicular

traffic at Katakhal P. W. D. road-cum-Rly. bridge and the
time taken in each such interruption ?

(b) Whether Government proposes to construct an over-
bridge for motor vehicular traffic on the Katakhal Rly. bridge
or make an alternative arrangement for smooth vehicular

traffic ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Mmlster P. W. D.) replied :

675. (a)—There are two up and two down goods trains
and four up and four down passengers trains which pass
over this bridge daily. Thus the bridge is closed for 12
times daily on average. The gates approximately remain
closed for 30 minutes for through trains and 20 minutes for
trains which stop at Katakhal Railway Station..

(b)—There is no such proposal for construction of over
bridge. Of course there is a proposal for construction of
diversion of Surma Trunk Road. The plans and estimates
are under scrutiny of Government of India.

Re: Erosion of River Gaurrang

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed asked:

676 Will the Minister, F. C. & I be pleased to state-

(a) Whether Government is aware that due to
natural erosion of the river Gaurang the Bilasipara Town
and some neighbouring Villages such a$ Baniapara etc., have
been threatened by erosion g

(b) If so, what steps have been taken in this
regard ?

Shri Bishnu Prasad [Minister of State, Flood Control

T [ e e A e 1 | PR N [ |
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676. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The existing Bilasipara Town Protection Works
were strengthened in the year 1973.

Re: Bridge over River Hakua

Shrimati Pranita Talukcdar asked:

*677 Will the Minister, P. W. D.(R. & B.) be plea-
sed to state—

(a) Whether Government has decided to construct

a bridge over Hakua river under Barpeta Sub division ¢

(b) If so, the provision obtaining up till now with
regard to estimates small financial sanctions and the pro-
‘bable date for completion of the bridge ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister P. W.D. ,R. & B.)
replied 2

677. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.
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Re : Wholesale Co-operative Societies

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

*680 (a) Whether it is a fact that the wholesale Co-operative
Societies, dealing with wheat products, will get commission
at the rate of Rs. 2°01 paise per quintal ? ‘

(b) If so, whether above rate will be able to meet the
exnenditure incurred by these societies ¢
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Shn Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chelf Minister) rephed
680. (a) - Yes.

(b)—The margin of Rs. 2'01 paisa is ﬁxed on the ‘basis

" of the margin allowed eatlier by the Supply Department

to the Private Wholesalers in respect of the wheat and

wheat products. It is too early to assess whether or not
the expenditure incurred by the Co-operative societies would
be covcred by the margm "éllowcd to them.
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Re : Post of Legal Remgemb_ré'ncer

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked 1:

*682. Will the Minister, Law be pleasecf‘io state—

~ (a) What are the principles for selection of an incum-
bent for the post of Legal Remembrancer ?

(b) Whether the recent appointment of the Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly to the post of legal Remembra-
ncer is in accordance with the accepted norms and principles
hither to followed by the Government. :

-
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Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Law) replied :
682. ¢a) & (by—The principles and method for recruit-
'ment to the post of Legal Remre mbrancer are laid down in the
Assam Legal Service Rules, 1962 and the recent appeintment
_has béen made in accordance with these Rules. '

Re: Constmcti;)n of Tourist Lodge at Majuli . .

~ Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked s
. *683. Will the Minister, Tourism be pleased to state—

‘Whether Government propose to construct a Tourist
" Lodge at a central place in Majuli ? -

. Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Tourism) re-
plied : =~ o - ‘
683.—Presently, there is no such proposal to construct
a Tourist Lodge at Majuli. : -

Re : Misus of Seeds

- Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
*684. Will the Minister, Agriculture be Pleased to state-

(2) Whether it is a fact that a portion of seeds given to .

" the cultivators under the Rabi Crop Scheme had been utilised
as food staff and a portion was sold in the market ?

(b) If so, what step Government has taken to prevent

such misuse and punish those members of public, who indul-
ged in such activities ¢

(c) Whether it is a fact that due to misuse of wheat seeds

by some of the cultivators, many Chaki Mills had earned lot
~.of money milling these seeds ? , :

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) replied ;

684. (a)—Some reports of misuse of seeds were recei-
Ved. X -

3

=



A

o 1973 - Undisposed Starred Questions 61

(b)—Action was taken to alert district officials to be ca-

reful in this regard and publicity was also given to deter
“people from using seeds as food stuff. Criminal cases ‘have

also been taken agamst person suspected to the involved in
misuse of seeds. :
(c) —No.

" Re: Electrical Pumps’

Shri Abdul Mugqtadir Choudhury asked ¢ ,

- *685. Will the minister, Agriculture be pleased to state~
: (a) How many electrical pumps were at J' abainpur irri-’
gation project under South Karimganj Development Block ?
' (b) Whether it is a fact that all the Electrical pumps :
have been withdrawn ?
) (c) If so, why ? ,

. Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agnculture) rephed

685. (a)—3 Nos. : .

(b)—Yes. - ,

(c)—One pump house was blown off by Pakistani Sabo-
teures in 1971.  Another pump house was eroded away by
the river. The pumpset in the 3rd pumping point was with-
drawn because the river course had taken-a turn to the other

bank silting up the pump suction base on the left bank. Fur-
ther more, the cultivators were not found to be too keen to

' _ take to 1rugated agrlculture

Re Assam Seed Corporatlon

Shn Grlasuddm Ahmed asked :

*636. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state-
(a) The objects of the Assam vSeed'Corporatlon ?

(b) How they will function to-achieve those objects ?
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Shri Upenpra Das (Minister, Agrlculture) rephed
-686. (a) — The main object are—

(1) To carry on in the State of Assam the Production, |

processing, drying, storing, distribution and transportation of
_agricultural seeds. 4 .

(2) To carry on business as seed merchants, to buy, sell,
grow, prepare for market, import, export and deal in secds

of all kinds.

(b)—The Assam Seeds Corporation took over all the
seed Farms and nurseries of the Agriculture Department in
- the Plains districts of Assam at the time of its inception.
" Some of these have been abandoned, since due to reasons of

ecnomic viability. Seeds and seedlmgs are produced in these
farms and after being dried, graded and properly stored are
- sold to cultivators at rétail prices along with seeds that are

brought from time to time from outside agency such a Nati-

onal seed corporation, Tarai Development, etc., Sometimes

_to meet emergent requirements of seeds, seeds of local crops
are also purchased from local private parties. The Corpora-
tion has also undertaken a scheme for muliplication of im-
proved seeds throuh selecttd Agriculturists.
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Re : Construction of Hospitals

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia-asked :
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*689. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government has failed

to provide necessary land to the E. S. I. authorities to cons-
truct its own hospitais at Gauhati and at Tinsukia ¢

(b) If so, when the Government will provide necessary
dand to the E. S. I. authorities ?
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied 3

689. (a)—Yes, as suitable Government land is not available.
But Government is trying to acquire tand from privat source.’

(b)—Land will be provided after the necessary forma-
lities for acquisition are completed-

Re : Record of Rights Operation

Shri Abdul Mugtadir Choudhury asked 3

*690. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state=

(a1 Whether it is a fact that residuary works of perma-
nent settlement areas of Karimganj Sub-division has not been
completed resulting in a completeness in prgparation of re—
cords of rights of tenants and ex-proprietor ?

(b) How many ex-proprietor have been supplied with
final khatians in Karimganj sub-division ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that tenants and ex-proprietors
have not been supplied with copies of final Khatian and Se-

‘ttlement Operation was closed abruptly and no rent was  cal-

culated ¢

(d) Whether it is a fact that under land reforms Govern-
ment sanction was given to a Settlement Officer and other
staff for Karimganj Sub-division in 1972 to complete the afo-
resaid work as well as to prepare the records of rights etc.,
but the sanction has expired and no Officer has yet been

posted ?
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Shri' Paramianda Gogoi (Minister, Revernue) repiied

© 690 (a)=After closure of the reeord of rights operation
' m Karimgahj, it -came to the. notice of Government that
some works connected with the operatxon ‘were not comple-
ted. Govenment have taken. steps to complete these resrduary
WOrks. :

v

prletors

(c)—The Settlement Operatlon was closed W1th effect
f'rein, Ist October 1968. After closer of the operation it
‘came to motice of Government that in many cases the
. rent has not been shoWwn.in' the appropriate column of
: the Khatians for - which the dlstrlbuuons of many Kha-
tians are held up. ’

- (d)—A post of Settlement Officer. was. created and it
has .been fiilled up recently The sanctlon for the post
ex1sts : ~

L3

Re Dlscrapanmes nouced in Genera] Accounts

. Shri Dulal Chaﬂdra Barua asked

*691. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state— .
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Department did not re-

~ concile its figures with these appearing in the general accou-
'nts of the Audit Office as required so as to keep a correct

. the. proforma accounts for the year 1966:67 1

(b) The nature of discrepancies may be e]ucldated and
whether there are- any defalcatlon noticed ? - ‘

'Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chlef Mlmster) rephed
691 (a)-—-No, Sir.

(b)—During the course of reconcxhatlon somie dlsere- '
pancies were noticed, the details of which are mdlcated. in a

(b)—No ﬁnal Khatxan has yet been lssued ex-pfo-

\
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statement which has been placed on the Table of the House.

The discrepancies indicate that some serious irregularities

have occurred. These irreguiarities are being examined by
Government in depth to ascertam whether they amount to
defalcations. At this stage it would not, therefore be poss-
ble to indicate whether any defalcation has actuallv occurred
or.not. :
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Re : Misuse of Wheat Seed

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

*993. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleasd to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a substantial part of the
wheat seeds supplied by the Government to the cultivators

under Rabi Crop Programme were used by the cultivators as
their food ? :

(b) If so, whether Government has made any enquiry
in this matter ?
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(c) Whether Government has réeeived fately any com-
plamt of suppky of seeds of dLﬁ'crent crops with less germina-
ion capaclty 2 . / :

* Shri Upendra Das (ansrer, Agncuhtwre) rephed .

".693. (ay—Neo.

(b)—-—Does not arise.

€c)—Some complamts had been received earlier but not'

recently

Re: Financial Assrstance to WhoIesaIe Co-operatwe
-~ = Seocieties. - '

-

state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Assam Co-operative
Apex Bank Limited has been asked by the Government to
- fiance the wholesale Cc-operative Socxetleq dealing W1th

- wheat and its. product ? .

(b) If so, the rate of interest payable to - the aforesald'

Bank by these Societies ¢

(c) Whether the aforesaid Bank has been able to ob-

tain finance from . the State_ Bank of India below the Bank
.rate ¢

- with the bank rate ? .

- Shri Gajen Tanti (Mlmster, Co-operatlon) replled 3
694. (a)—Yes. o _ o
(b)—The rate of interest is 9% percent..

(€)—No. It does not require finance from State Bank
of India for this purpose. - .

(d)-—The Assam Co oﬁera‘uve Apcx Bank Lumted will

. *694 WIII the Mlmster, Co operatron be pleased te

(d) If not, how the ‘Bank will. be able to finance these -
- societies by botrowmg money ovér the bank rate or at per :
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2 finance tﬁe Co-operative Socities ‘c.)ut of its own resources.
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Re. +F 1nanc1a| Loss . .

>

- Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked : ,
*696 Will the Cheif Mlmster, be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government sustained

S - a heavy financial loss in the matter of procurement of Punjab .
Superior wheat during 1968-69 ? :

, (b) If so, whether the Government- have ascertamed the
. actual loss in terms of morey ¢
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| ©) Whether any enqulry had been made to fix’ respon-
S1b11ty for the said loss ¢ :

(d) If not, why ? ,
Shri Sarat Chandra Smha (‘Chlef Mlmster) rephed

L 696. (a)—It is a fact that Government had suffered o
" some loss in the matter of procurement of Pun_]ab Superlor,
_'.wheat during 1968-69. = . -. ; L

(b)—The exact loss is not known. .

. (c) and (d)—The entire matter under‘ examination of

" the Gevernment.

A4
B

. Re : Karimganj Civil Hospital

- .-, Shi Abdul Mugtadir Choudbury asked :
*697.. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

nstruct a 50 bedded ward in Karimganj Civil Hospital
~ and a plan and estimate have already been submitted
- to . D.H.S. vide C S Cacha.r, No 25705, dated 6th Nov.

1971 ?
* (b) If so, what is the present posmony

'(¢c) What is the population of ‘Karimganj at the t1me '

of constructlon of Karimganj Civil Hospital ¢
~ (d) What is the date of its _construction ?

(e) Whether Government is aware of the fact that
. there is no space ‘even in the varandah . of the said hos-
pital for the serious patlents and the patients are passmg

- their days on the ﬂoor of the KanmganJ Civil Hospital

for want.of space”?
(f) Whether Government proposes to construct the

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is' a plan to- co- -

‘4

o

¥
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50 bedded ward without any further delay ?

(g) If not, why ? |

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :

697. (a) and (b)—Government have decided in prin- -
ciple to expand the bed strength of the Karimganj Civil
Hospitdl. In this connection Government have received
a plan and estimate as stated by the Hon’ble Member.
But on examination of the plan Government have found
that it requires modification keeping in view the availa-
bility .of space in the present Civil Hospital campus. The
revised plan for the Civil Hospital in now under prepa-
ration. :

(c) and (d)—Karimganj Civil Hospital was first con-
structed in 1930 by the local Board when the population
was only 5,000. It ‘was taken over by Government in
1956 when the population was 20,000 The present po-
pulation of Karimganj town is 33,000 with an area of
593 sq. K. M. _

(e)—Government aware of the inadequacy accommod-
ation in the hospital, and sometimes some patients are
required to be kept on the verandahs.

(f—As in (a) and (b) above.

(g)—Does not arise.

Re: Agricultural Farming Corporation

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
*698. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to

state-—
(@) How many Agricultural Farming Corporation

have been organised since the announcement of the same
by the Government till to date ?

(b) How many Cultivators (Land less) are being
provided in those farms{
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(c) What is the ‘total’ capital -investment on those
firms made by ‘the Government ?

. (d) What s the Area of land made avallable to .
these Corporation till to date? '

Upendra Das (Mlmster, Agrlculture) rephed .
698. (a)—Three. . | ' PO

~ (b)—So far 268 landless: Agrlcultunst have been
admitted 1n these three Agrlcultural Farmmg Corpora-’

tion. ‘ O
(c)—qu o S § . ¥
(d)—5698 blghas of land have been earmarked for , \,?\

these three Agricultural Farming Corporation -and it is in
the processof being: handed over to the farmmg C‘orpo-
ration, B .
Re Scarcxty of Motor Vehlcle Tyres - ' . ~ |

Shnmatl Pranita Talukdar asked s T R |

+699. Will the Minister, Transporf be pleased to state— -

) Whether Government is aware of the serlous scare-
city of Motor Vehicle tyres ?

(b) ‘Whether it is a fact that Such tyres are sold in black
market ?

(c) If so, what steps have been taken by Go '
- to check the black market of tyres ?. vernment -

.. Shri Harenera Nath Talukdar (Mmlster, Tl'ansport)
replied: -

699. (2)—Government is aware of the scarcity of t
used in buses and trucks. ' ‘ Yy ', yres

(b)—No speclﬁc case of black marketmg of tyres recel-'
ed by Government.

" (c)}—Does not arise.
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“Mr. Deputy Speaker ¢ Item No: 2.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, before taking
up the item No. 2, as you know, Sir, Mr. Hagjer who
is now ill assured the House to give certain informatiop
in pursuance of the supplimentary question asked by
Shrimati Tarulata Fora. May I be allowed to read out
this ? In the course of supplementarles to the starred
Question No. 93 on 12-6-73, it was asked by the hon’ble
member, Shrimati Tarulata Bora whether there ‘was g
Doctor at Dibrugarh Jail and if so, why 9 prisoners

should have died recently and I promised to furnish de-

tails. It is found that in the year 1972, twenty prisoner
died out of which eleven are under-trial prisoners, three
are convicted prisoners and six are non-criminal lunatics.
During 1973 upto 15th Jume, fifteen prisoners di¢d. Am-
ongst them, nine are under-trial prisoners, three convic-
ted prisoners and three non-criminal lunatics. The death
is mostly of gastro enteritis. The per centage of death

for the year 1972 is 2,5 and" of 1973 till date is 1,875

., S cm— o o=
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which are not very high. There is a whole-time Assis-
tant Surgeon and a pharmacist.

CALLING ATTENTION UNDER RULE 54

Rt T widA ¢ Toitagw ATz, A fraty AS efernt
w1 FTE7 ARG fAaizel s - e wgAfq 9599 549 8 G4
SIfFdq twfe oA FiTve SifRe ‘@mia R Airs Sfeeiy
wiferaist A1§F ACET FEAAFI TCATATA F128 R 1 |

Shri Upendra Das (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, In
this context, we have ascertained from the authorities
of the Central State Farm at Kokilabari, particulars on
the points raised in the news item referred to by Hon’
ble member, Shri Kandarpa Kumar Das, in his calling
attention motion.

The facts as ascertained are follows :

There are two kinds of daily wage employces of
the farm. One category is temporary employees, subject
to further regularisation, borne on existing or anticipated
sanctioned staff of the Corporation and the others are
casual employees engaged from the time to time accor-
ding to need for seasonal farm operations. There is no
truth in the news that some daily wage employees, aiter
working for a few cays, were dismissed and new ones
employed in their places. It is also incorrect that the
driver and handymen were dismissed and replaced by
others. Nor is it correct to say that gradually the number
of local daily wage earners is decreasing and - outsiders
are being employed. With the increase in the number
of casual employees for farm operations, persons from
outside the adjacent Garumara village but belonging to
nearby areas such as Bhawanipur, Howly, Barpeta Road
etc. are also being employed. However, some interested
persons of Garumara Village, seeking control over the
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farm labour, seem to have given out misleading news
on this matter, by restrictirg the meaning of the term ‘Local
to the people of enly Garumara Village.

There was no strike on the farm on the 17th May.
1973. There was, however, a threat emanting from some

nearby villagers that on the 18th May morning, the emplo-

yees of the farm would be attacked in the same manner
as on ist October, 1972, when they were assaulted upon
and kept confined by an unruly mob. Fearing recurre-
nce of am incident of this nature, which would have
claused demoralisation of the employees, the authorities
of the farm had to seek police help and accordingly C.
R. P. arrived. There was, however, no incident and
the situation was peaceful. There was neither tension
anor any strike on the farm.

Shri Kartick Daimary, a femporary tractor driver on
daily wages was ordered not to come for work on 17th
May due to some misunderstanding on the part of one
of the local Officers of the farm but he has joined work
thereafter and has been treated as having been conti-
nuously on work.

The entire matter was explained by two Ietters to
the Dainik Asom by the farm authorities but unfortunately
these have not been published.

It may be added that the farm authorities are in
touch with local public leaders including members of
legislature. The farm is working peacefuily.
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : " May I draw your

attention Sir ? Thisisa callmg attentlon and accordmg to
"Rules only two clarifications may be sought for.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker : You can ask question only
for clarification. |
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Presentation of Select Commitiee Report

Shri U. C. Das (Minister, Agriculture): I beg to present
the Report of the Select Committee on the Assam Agricul-
tural Produce Market Bill, 1972.

RESOLUTION

Chief Minister : I beg to move the following resolution.
“That this House ratifies the amendments to the Constitution
of India falling within the purview of the proviso to Clause
(2)of Article 368 thereof, proposed to be made by the Consti-
tution (Thirty first Amendment) Bill, 1973, as passed by the
two Houses of Parliament”’,

Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharjee, M.L.A.- I want to parti-
cipate in the discussion which has been initiated by the Chief

‘Minister on ratification of the Constitution of India. Sir, at

the outset I should say that I oppose the resolution moved




80 Resolution [18th July

by the Chief Minister. The reason of my opposition is not
that our Constitution does not require any amendment. In
'my opinion, it requires amendment but not on the line as has
been suggested by the Parliament. Sir, at the very outset,
I should say that when the Constitution of India was being
discussed and being drawn up two trends of thought were
there. One was for a monolithic Unitary India where there
will be a big grazing ground comprising the entire geogra-
phical jurisdiction of devided India vtfherein the risiug ruling
class viz, the capitalist class of India would have a free
field to graze or to root. There was another trend which
tried to build India as a Federal Country wherein there
would be Constituent States and in addition to the Indiap
unity there would also continue the state personalities. These
two trends were conflicting and our constitution was a copp-
promise between the two. Sir, after all politics offer a super.
structure the basic need 1s to examine the procuctive forceg
and productive relations outside the political pattern of 5
particular community. When the struggle for Indian Indepen-
dence was going on the whole of India, the entire population
of the country participated in the struggle. There was one
objective and that was ‘Swaraj’, Indian National Indepen-
dence But that is a very vague thing. Every class or the cons
cious section of every class had something more in thejp
programme. So far as the Indian Capitalist class js
concerned which was growing very fast and indeed dy.
ring the war years that class thought that if the Britishers
Jeave this country we should have a complete away over
the socio, politico, economic situation of the country. We
should have complete economic domination over those vast
country and for that reason we should have a trust-worthy
political apparatus. On the other hand, the toiling class, the
peasants working class and other working people they wan-

ted that after this steam rule of British regime goes they sho-
uld have the opportunity of improving their lot. While capi-
talist wanted that in free India there should be complete free-
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dom of looting the working class, on the other hand they
wanted that in free India there should be freedom for work
etc. Similarly while the landlord class wanted that in free
India they should have the freedom to continue the federal or
semi-federal relations and to enjoy themselves at the cost of
the common peasantry. The poor peasantry wanted that they
should be free from all sorts of federal or semi-federal exp-
loitation. This struggle in the Indian community continued
and grew and that was quite apparent in the later part of
1945 when there was armed revolt and that was affected by
the then national.......... which was represented by the con-
gress with British imperialism. There would have been a
violent revolution in this country and imperialism would
have been vanished. However that did not happen and
it was succeeded in a hoodwinking of the Indian people
and there was transfer of power by peaceful negotiation
between British imperialist and Indian National Leader-
ship now. Thereafter the constituent assembly came.
That constituent assembly was constituted on the basis
of adult suffrage. It is not the entive Indian people
which was represented in that constituent assembly by
direct vote, it was a constituent assembly indirectly constitu-

ted and on the basis of restricted francise. That constituent <=

assembly therefore was predominantly dominated by the
exploiting capitalist class and their ‘work actually became
a determining factor. However in smaller part there was
also representation of the exploiting classes of India
and that they tried in their humble best to see that there
may develop in India a community where there will be
unity in the midst of diversity, where there will be a
strong union and at the same time there will be strong
constituent states. The constitution came and in that
constitution we find that while there has been some two
big states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, there was again
some smaller ones. Even when the States Re-organisa-
tion Commission was appointed and even when the great
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schiolar, administrator and patriet like Sardar Panikar
had suggested that Uttar Fridesh should be divided into:
States. That great Ileader Eridaynath Kunjru and Ex-
Governor Aruna Asaf Ali, they did not agree with Sardar
Panikar. While some States were bifurcated and made
smaller, these vast States, the giant States of Uttar Pra-
desh and Biharand some other Iike Maharashtra continued
to remain undivided inspite of the great revolt which
was led by the Ex-President of the Indiam National Con-
gress- They did not give Bidarbha State.

So. we find that the eapitalist classes, particularly from
the bigger States, coatinue thejr domination in the Cen-
tre. Sir, it so happened that when it was decided as
it what type of commumity the fndjan Parliament would
have the very basis of federalism was given good-bye.
In all federal States or countries the basic principle is
that so far as Upper House ig concerned- whether it is
in Soviet Union or America or in Yugoslovia- you may
call it the Senate or the House of States. Sir, whatever
you may call it, in that Senate every Constituent State
wis always equally represented, [If any respect is given to

the principle of Federalism, then this basic principle of
Federalism should be followed. Sir, there may be a big
State and there may also be a small State. But in the
Council of States - or in the Senate or House of States,
there must be equal Iepresentation for all the States.
If that is not accepted, then Federalism becomes meaningless.
But, Sir, these big States and the leaders of these big
States, more particularly the capitalist classes, were det-
ermined to frustrate the principle of Federalism at the
beginning. So, the result was that in our Rajya Sabha,
we do not find equal representation of all the States.
If Parliament was really keen to bring in democracy,

then parliament ought to have come forward with the ame-
ndment Of the CODStitutinn e L e e e A | f of = T
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presentations for all the States both big and small- 1
should say that it was the first and foremost duty of
Parliament to give equal status to all the States in the
Rajya Sabha. Unfortunately, that was not done. That
has been forgotten because these people in the big Sta-
tes of Aryavarta continued their spirit of conquest and
thought that their domination should continue in the
Centre. Sir, the tegionalism has developed because of
these fanatics living in big States who want to flourish
or thrive over the small States. Sir, with all respects to
Parliament which has brought this amendment, and has
forgotten the others, does not represent the real will of the
people, particularly the people living in the weaker Sta-
tes. That is my first submission with regard to this.
Then, Sir, the second thing is that in the name of family
planning they are spending hundred and hundred crores
of rupees of the poor tax-payer of India in one single
item. They call it family-planning, that is to say to
reduce or curtail populaton. They say that theory of
Malthus is very much in existence in India and if India

- s to live, survive or grow, then there must be population

control and for that poor-people’s money are being spent n
millions and in crores. But by this amendment what do they
propose ¢ What do they indicate ¢ Sir they indicate the raising
of number of seats of Parliament.and the reason given
by the advocates for this increase is that the latest cen-
sus shows that there has been tremendous growth of
population of India. Sir, if the rate of growth of pop-
ulation is allowed to continue in this manner, then in
ro distant future the Indian population will reach the
hundred-crore-target-figure and instead of Parliament, that
will be a mass meeting of thousands and there it will
not be possible to have cool deliberations. Sir, it will
be a mass meeting of thousands. In England also, this

situation has developed in the 18th and 19th centuries and
the Brit:sh Parliament also from a small House of 300 mem-
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bers went on increasing the number to 500 members. Tterefore

Sir, experienee and wisdom found that there might be a limit
of everything. Otherwise, it becomes a ‘tamasha’ it becomes
a mass meeting of thousands and not a Parliament where
there can be cool deliberations and discussions.  Sir, where:
there is a mass demagogy on oratory and things are
‘done in sueh a manner, it is not Parliament. Even in
the present House of Commons, they have found it diffj.
cult to manage the House. But in England, they have
developed a system by convention which is generally known.
in commen parlance as Govt. by committees. Sir, our
Chief Minister is going to. England as a representative
of the Parliamentary delegation of India very recently
and I particularly request him to study that aspect of
the constitutional development of Great Britain because
the difficulty which we are facing in India today is not
N€W t0 us. These difficalties are foced by the British
House of Commons, having unwritten constitution by con-
vention and they have developed a form of Parliament
which is generally known in common parlance as the Govt.
by committees. Sir, what actually the proposed. amendment
ought to do was, in my opinion, that in order to enforce
the authority of Parliament the various departments of
the Govt. ought te have been subjected to Parliamentary
Committees. That should be the amendment, in addition
o giving a guarantee for equal representation of all the
States in the Houyge of the States,i.e., the Rajya Sabha.
Sir, I would have beep very glad to welcome it if that type
of amendment would have come before us. Sir, the framers of
the Conslitution used the word fshall,’ that is, the Lok Sabha
shall not exceed the number of 500. Then naturally
this question will come whether the framers of the
Constitution did not then think the trend of population
growth in India? No, they knew it well that since the

Britishers came to India, there had been a gradual - incre-
ase

~7

of the opulation ev ade SQir when in latas 1
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/ and in early 1950, they were discussing with regard to

" the strength of the House of people, this factor must

have been very much in the minds of the framers of

the Constitution and yet they knew that Parliament cannot

be a tamasha and Parliament must be a dignified body

with limited number of people. Therefore, they used

the word “shall” in that article and said that Lok Sabha

shall not exceed the number of 500 and in fact it was the

: Lok Sabha of 499. But then, cheap popularity, dema-

¢ oogy, these things have become the order of the day. If,

elections, in a country where only 29% of the people

can just write their names in own mother tongue, where

the cultural level is such, it is either bribery or dema-

gogy which succeed, and I must-say that so called po-

pular elections in India are mere plutocratic and demagogic

in manner than actually in democratic manner. What can

you expect from a people whose cultural level is as that

only 29:/. people are just literate in the sense that they

can put their signatures. I can say this not only inside

' the House ; I am saying it everywhere, from platform to

pulpit that the Indian culture is extremely low and mi-

serable. So long as we cannot make our education

universal, so long as we cannot educate our masters,

so long as we cannot make the cent percent people lite-

rate and quite a sizeable educated this vote catching

device is bound to be only a device; only giving false

slogan, big promises and thereafter change some personnel

' every few years and when there is colossal failure you

find that your earlier promises have remained unfufilled,

all the hopes of the people have been belied ; all the

fears have been justified then just change the man. If

; Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha who gave all impossible and

big promises a year or two ago and therefore was

installed as Chief Minister and if after his term of 5

-' years is over or even before that if the country is in
g e R A acalthal mramicerilhaner ,remained_lmﬂliﬁllcd;J

e
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then just bring in my friend Shri Ahmad Al if you
so like saying that ‘we have removed Sarat Chandra
Sinha, we have elevated him, we have kicked him to
the Governorship or somewhere else! Now that Shri
Ahmad Ali is there everything will be all right. This
time he will say ‘Sarat Sinha promised you socialism,
I promise you communism, he promised you equality I
promise you paradise for everybody.” And if after some
time he also fails to keep his promises, then he may
have the same fate and the choice may be on my young
friend Shri Manabendra Sarma. In this way they gc on
changing the personnel. But so far as the poliéy 1S con-
cerned, the policy of Indian capitalists to hoodwink and
to bluff the people, to give them only promises, that
has been unfortunate lot of the Indian people for the
last two decades. Therefore, the present amendment is
another big bluff in the name of Parliamentarism and in
the name of democracy. Why ¢ Why there should be
greater increase in the number; Why should there be j
Why can these 500 not be enough 9 Then again, Sir,
I come to another aspect. That aspect is, apart from
the question of denial of equality to the States, question
is the representation of the outlying regions—of the back-
ward regions. In the Constitution as it was, I mean in
the compromised Constitution as it was enacted, there
was at least some indication that so far as the repre-
sentation of the smaller Units is concernd they will have
a weightage. For example, there were 25 seats allotted
for the Union Territories, that is to say, the territories
which from their size, in geographical size and population
as well as economical development were not viable to
be States they were kept as Union Territories. These
Union Territories will also have their Assembly. For
example, the Union Territory of Tripura had its Asscmbly,

it had its Council of Ministers. But then, they were
directly under the guidance or tutelage of the Centre.
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These Union Territories used to get 25 seats. Now while
the House of people is going to be increased to 515
the representation of the Union Territories iy proposed to be
decreased from 25 to 20. 5 cut for the smaller areas.
It is said that, that has been necessitated by the trans-
formation of certain Union Territories into States. Their
promotion so to say (!) Tripura wanted that they should
be made State and they were made so; Manipur also .
wanted it and Himachal Pradesh also wanted the
same. In this' way this was done. But then what is
the fundamental difference b:twzen the Union Territoreis
and the full-fledged Statesy Does the Centre impose less
restrictions and authority on the bigger States ? ‘Whsther
the Chief Minister of Assam before the last general
clections was elected by the People of Assam or by the
‘members of the ruling party or whether he was nomi-
nated by New D=lhiy I am not making any aspersion
on the Chief Minister. He is my bosom friend, my
respect ‘and respectabie friend; I bow down before his
qualities. But so far as the theory is concerned, SO
far as the policy is concerned who does not know he
was a nominated Chief Minister ? That he was an agent
of New Delhi and not an elected representative of Assam
at the time when he became the Chief Minister ¢ Can
anybody deny thaty Therefore, it is wrong to think that
subtantially or from the point of view of character there was
any less authority of the Centre over the State in comparison
with the Union Territories. I only.........

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister)——Sir, on a point of in-
formation. It is wrong to think that he has been a nominated
Chief Minister. Our present Chief Minister, at that time, on
the resignation submitted by the ex-Chief Minister, Shri M.
M. -Choudhury was proposed and elected by the member of
the Congress Parliamentary Party as our Leader.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—I am extremely grate-
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ful, deeply grateful to the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs

for intervening, because he has given me the opportunity of
explaining the matter further. Yes Sir, he is correct that

after my friend Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, the Chief Minister

of Assam, was nominated by: the Prime Minister or rather
afrer he was nominated by New Delhi, as the Chief Minister
of Assam he contested from some Constitucnéy and got elec-
ted in the last general elections. If he would have contested
before - he became the Chief Minister of before he became
the Chief Minister-designate and he would have not been
defeated then I would have taken him on my head with -
whatever strength I have, and I would have. paraded the

. Streets saying.that here comes .y leader. But this Cons- -

tituency elected not my friend; this Constitueny elected

realiss it, at least in this House which we
call an august House. I do not think we cal] it an august

House only to jeer. Because the Chief Minister resigned ?

- He resigned; how? Previous Chjef Minister ' Shri M. M.

Choudhury was summoned to New Delhi

. Shri S. Ahmad- A)] — Sir,
31st Constitution Amendment Bill

Shri Gaurisankar .Bhatt

sevsgenr

We are ‘discussing. the

acharyya—This js why I did .

not want to bring in this thing. But my friend, my learned

frie!ld, my good and respected friend gave me the oppor-
tunity and therefore,

| Iopresentative of the people of Assam
was to be decided i’ New De;, Therefore they were

all summoned by the Congress Party to New Delhi and
Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, the ‘then Chief Minister
was on his way to Delhi, and when he reached. Calootta
and was camping in Assam Hoqse, there came a message
from an Union Minister that the Prime Minigter wishes that -

- T SR T . .
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he should res1gn Smce it was the wrsh of the Prrme Mrmster,
he had to resrgn. :

Mr Deputy Speaker—It is thelr 1nternal matter.

, Shn Gaurisankar Bhattachamee—Srr, I d1d not want to_' :
go into their. party affairs but-my- learned friend, my -most
esteemed. friend gave me this ‘opportunity. -

" Shrl Syed 'Ahmed Alr — My friend wanted a clarification |
and therefore I had to grve the clatrﬁcatron He dragged me
' 1nto th1s

' Shn Gaunsankar Bhattachar]ee —At any rate, since you
have sald $0,, Tdo not want to £0 ‘into this matter. I do'not
want to wash therr dlrty hnen in pubhc I d6 not even want
to. touch thelr dn'ty hnen S | do not’ even want to” touch it

' th a. pair. of tongs It i5' théir ~ business. “Let* them
- do whatever they wantto’ do’ Wlth their - drrty linen. They
. may even keep them on their - “head! But I am coifs-
tramed tq spea,k about the Chlef Mlmster becahse he is
the admxmstr,ator of the State. o

‘ Now, . the pomt Whtch I want to ‘make is that this
division between the Umon terrrtory, and State ‘has become ‘
a. misnomer- . The, authortty of the Centre is growrng every
day, evexy. month ."f‘.‘,“_l_ every year ‘and the authority  of the
constituent States and Unrlon Terntones is declining every

“day, every month and every year. By the prescht afnen-
dment they . want to further strengthen ‘the authonty of
the . Centre. Sir, 1f you want ‘to’ run a machite, you
should have screws and bolts afid you sholld tighten the-
~ screws, and bot Butif you over-tlghten the bolts, then
instead of malqng the machme stronger, it will burst
So, I;say that'the Government of India and their age’nts
working here - should re;nember what happened in the -
. -then,East ]:’alqstana qow}_ Bapg}adesh To- ﬂay “there wouldv
havecheen, no Bangladesh i there would have no colomal ex-
ploitation; by: West Pakrstan. Because the West Palhstan used'
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E'ISt Pakistan as a colony for exploitation and because the
rulers of West Pakistan tried to over-tighten the bolts, it
burst. Let me warn those who arve in the citadel of
power in Delhi that they are over tightening the bolts,
ignoring the legitimate aspiration of the outlying region
and the backward areas, and if they continue this process
then, inspite of all of us, the bolts may burst. So, from
that aspect also I think that the amendment which has
been brought is dangerous and is disadvantageous for
the less developed outlying regions. I would have wel-
comed this »mendment with both hands if by that there
would have been additional representatlon or weightage
in favour of the less developed regions like Assam, Naga-
land, Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura etc. We are not going
to get anything by this amendment because the critarion
they have made in the present amendment is population.
Inspite of the fact that the rate of growth of population
in Assam, according to the last census, is very high, pro-
bably the highest in respect of percentage, so far as the
physical number is concerned, we are yet a small number.
In big States like U. P. where castism, communalism and
bigotry have kept family planning a slogan in paper only,
there though the growth of population in terms of percentage
is not very high, in physical number it is very big, and
when on the basis of population growth
term additional seats will be allotted, I am afraid,
not single seat will come to us. But 'supposing, not
assuming, one seat comes hoping against hope- in addition
to the existing seats, how do we benefity Even if "two
additional seats comes how do we benefity Our present
strength in the Parliament is 12 in a House of 500 and
if our strength becomes 14 in a House of 525 how do
we become stronger ? Therefore, I am not inclined to
support this amendment even from an opportunistic point
of view because it does not, in fact, give us any oppor-

in physical
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tunity. Without further elaborating this point I beg to
submit that whether from the point of view of expediency,
or from the point of view of propriety or from the point
of view of Counstitutional necessity or from the point of
view of socio-political development, the fact remains that
this proposition of enlarging the Lok Sabhais an utterly
opportunistic proposition. Tt is not based on any sound
foundation. The only thing it has is demagogy and
nothing else. God help a healthy democracy from the
grip of demagaugs because where silence is golden it is
only the fools who rush with a lot of clamour.
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- ShriDulal Chandra Barua—Sir, the House should be
- adjouned ; if it is 50, we all should go there “and see.” Any
'~ information received by the Governinent 2 : .

| Shri 'Syéd Ahmed Ali (Mihi;sfér)—‘Sig 1ét the Secretary
come. a S S

Sbri Dulal Chanidra B araa—We should nof bave sitting

!
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in the next half of the day also.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, I am deeply aggrieved to announce that the Hon’ble
Minister, Mr. Hagjer has expired in the Hospital.

Mr. Speaker—It is a very sad news of the death of our
colleague ; we will have obituary tomoOrrow. The House
-stands adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at 12-20 P.M. till 10 A. M.
on Thursday, the 19th July, 1973.

Dispur : Shri P. D. Barua,
18.7.73 Secretary, Legislative Assembly,
Assam.




