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Shri Premadhar Bora: Will the Minister be pleased
to enlighten the House about the employment potentiality
of the Ashok Paper Mill— persons so far employed, and the

percentage of local unemployed youth ?
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e : Baghhar Circle Office

Shri Jalafuddin Ahmed asked :

* 142, Will the Minister, Revemie be pleased (o state—

ay From which date the Raghbar circle office is function-
ing i the proper Barpeta Town 7

b) When Government propose to shift the Baghbar
Circie Office fiom Barpeta Town to Baghbar ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi { Minister, Revenue } replied :

142. (a} From ist July, 1941.

by When suitable accommodation will be available at
Bag! bar.
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1973 Question 5

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed : May I know fiom the Minister
in charge of Revenue whether the accommodation for the
Baghabar Circle office has been given by the public? If
Government is admitting the necessity of shifting this office
to Baghbar, then mayv I know the rcascn for so much
delay in doing so?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi{ Minister, Kevenue ): There
was a proposal to shift the Circle Office to a local school
building at Baghbar, but it was found to be unsuitable to
kcep the huge volume of the Circle Office records there
due to reason of security of the rccords.

Qzlate B sz A99s SRFS SfEss 9EE €sds |
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Sri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister Revenue ) : Sir, that
i1s one aspeet of the positicn.

Shri Atwar Rahman: May 1 Ynow Sir whether a site
has been finally sclected awd if not, whether Government
would consider the advisabijity of having an alternative site
for the Circle Office in view of the menacing proximity of
the Brahmaputra which is within one furlong of Baghbar ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue ): At
present I have no knowledge of the final selection of the
site. But there is a proposal to that effect which is now pen-
ding with the Finance Department.
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Shri Premadhor Bora : Wil the Hom. Minister enligh-
tenn ws the total amouunt paid as remt for this Circle Office
since 1941 2

Shri Paramanand Gogoi ( Minister, Rewenuc j: [ am
sorry, Sir, that information is nmot with me.
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Starred question Nos. 144 & 145 was not put as Mem-
bers were absent.
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Rs. Requisition of Land of Sonapur Tea Estate

Shri Balabhadra Das asked :

« 147. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

a) Whether Government has preferred an appeal ( FA
62 of *73 ) before the Gauhati High Court, against an award

of about rupees forty-nine lakhs for requisition of certain
land of Sonapur Tea Garden of Gauhati subdivision ¢



12 : Questions 4th Dec. -

b) Who is the person awarded - such f’ibulous amounlﬂ
of award and who was the Iawym for the Covemmcnt beiore‘

the Tribunal in that Lase ?

¢) Whether it is a fact thaf opmton was sent to thc.
Govcmment ‘not to pl(‘fLI any appeal against the award and.'

if so, who is the person who sent that opmlon to Govern-
ment ?

d) Whether Govunmet wxll state ddte of the award and

the date on which payment was made to {he owner of the
Land ¢

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law) replled

147, a)— An appeal which has® been nifhberred as FA-

62/73 has been filed "in 'the ngh Court ‘on behalf of fhe
Central Government. _ s Finfr =3 ,

b)— Shri D.C. Sangma- the then: District ~Judge, whg
was appointed by the Government .as an Arbitrator undef
the Requisition and - Acquisition of Immovable Properly Act

1952 gave the "award. ' A. G. P.. Shri J. C. Bose conducted
the case on behalf of the Collector

c)— The A. G. P. who conducted ihe case stated that m

his opinion the award made by the Collector dxd not appear
to be unjustified ot 'wunreasonable.

d)— The date of award is 3rd October 1972 and the
payment was made on 2nd December 1972

Shri - Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee & .‘ Sir, ' whether
it is a fact that'the hon Minister has given a portion
or a part only on the Govt. Advocate’s ‘-cpinione
The opinion of the' Govt. Pleader “runs' like' - this—
“The award made by the Arbitrdtor doesnot appear o be
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unjustified or unreasonable: However, the lands of petitioner
are still under requisition. ~They have ‘not been derequisi-
tioned or finally -acquired as yet as such no final offer of
compensation for the| requistioned lands has iyet been made
by the D.C. Kamrup. As sach it appears to me that the!
reference petition filed by the paity is premature and the
reference court had on jurisdiction to entertain the petition™.
And -as such’ Govt. ought to have preferred an appeai.
As per Rule 49-52 of the Assam Law. Deptt. Manual it
was the officers of the Law: Deptt. of the Govt. of Assam
are to take appropriate steps. In collaboration with these

two departments they- have grabbed :near about 50 lakhs of
rupees: '

‘Shri' Syed Ahmed: Ali ( Minister ) : Sir, it is- a’ fact, '
am also: reading out! the same.  “The'award made’ by the
Arbitrator: does not; appearito be-unjustified or unreasonable.
However, the lands® of theo petitioner are still under requisi-
lion. They have not been derequisitioned ‘or finalty acquired
as. yet-as such no final offer. of compensation for the requisi-
tioned lands yet been -made by the D.C.. Kamrup. As such
it appears to me that the reference petition filed by the party
is' premature and the reference court had no jurisdiction to
enterfain. the petition. This is the opinion given by the
Assistant Govt. Pleader and ' according to this opinion  the
Revenue Deptt. have processed it and intimated the Law
department” with a request . to intimate the Deputy Commi-
ssionef. The Revenue' Deptt. by their letter No. RLA.
267/72/16 dated'11.11.72 addressed to the law . Deptt. stated
that the Revenue Deptt. had examined the judgement of the
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District Judge and Arbitrator and they are in agreement with
fhe views of the A.G.P. that the judgement was not unjustified
and unreasonable and hence no appeal need be filed”.

Shri Lakhi Kanta Saikia: May I know the name of
the officer who wrote this letter ¢

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) : That I have to as
certain. I have quoted the number of the letter only.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Who was the officer who
has written to the Govt. ? e

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ): Tam to ascertain it
from the Rev. Depit.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether it was also the
joint responsibility of the Law D:ptt. to scrutinise such cases
carefully and under rule 49-52 and submit their opinion to
the respective Deptt? 1f so, under what circumstances the
Law Deptt. agreed to this kind of proposals that has been
placed by the Revenue Deptt. to Law Deptt ¢

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) : ~ The usual procedure
in the matter of such appeal against the order of any court
the opinion is given by the Law Deptt. In this instant case
the opinion was given by the A.G.P. direct to the
Deptt. and the revenue Deptt. at their

Revenue
own intiative in-
timated us to intimate the Deputy Commissioner, Sir,

this case there wes a departure from the usual procedure
convention.

in
or

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya :  Will the Minister—in-
charge of Law differ with me whep Is

of the Law Deptt. Manual ( part I )1
to decide, if any appeal is to be filed b

ay that under Rule 64
t is the Govt. who is
efore the High Court 2

gY
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And, whether in this particular case app2al if any, to be
filed against the District Judge was to be in the High Court
and whether under Rule 64 it was the duty of the Govt.
and not of any particular officer to decide whether an appeal
is to be preferred or not ? : :

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ): It is quite correet Sir,
That is the usual procedure Sir. But here I have already
said Sir, that there was a depature from the convention.
Here tne A.G.P. conducted the case before the District
Judge and they themselves at the initiative of the A.G.P.
directed the Revenue Depit. and the Reyv. Deptt. at
their initiative ‘issued instruction not to file a case. Of course
the ultimate responsibility resis with the Govt.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Whether it is a fact
that under Rule 64 of the Law Deptt. Manual it is the
responsibility - of the Govt. to decide whether an appeal is
to be filed before the High Court? And if the Govt. so
d:cides whether it is a fact or not thatunder Rule 65 of
the said Manual it is the Legal Remembrancer who is to
prepare the brief and despatch it to the senior Govt. advocate
for presenting it before the hon. High Court g

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) : This is not correct,
Sir, this is a Central Govt. case Sir, the concerned Govt.
is the Central Govt.

According to convention whether itis Central Govern-
ment case or State Government’s case, when the cases have
been filed in the Assam High Court naturally it is the
State Government to decide whether to file the appeal or
not in consultation with the representative of the Govern-
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ment or authority, that means,  the Central Govt. Accor-
dingly, with.the -advice of the ' Central Government cases
have been filed in the High Court sometime in December,

72 or something like that .and in March the cases' were
admitted by the High Court.

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed : Sir, may I know from the
Minister why the compensation of Sonapur Tea Garden
land is called fabulous ¢ '

Shri S. Ahmad Ali: Sir, this is a matter. of opinion
and interpretation. When a judgement has been passed
somebody may say it fabulous and somebody may callit
reasonable. '

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: Is- it not a fact

that ‘the case is not one of compensation’y It'is not a
case: of compensation, but it ‘is -a‘case of 'rent.! The land
remains of the party to whom it belonged; ‘land was' not
acquired: Tt was only requisitioned foruse for a few years
and ' it is'not" the price but rent for which Government had
to pay Rs. 49 lakhs or near about? Now whether it is a
fact that theland was' requisitioned for'use for'a few years
for the purpose of defence 'of the Country including Assam
and 'that the requisition was done not directly by the! Cen-
tral Government, but through the State: Government in the
Revenue 'Department and 'therefore ;as honest people and
as loyal to the:Constitution of India; to this country which
isicalled India:was it not the duty of the  State Government
to see that Indian peoples’ money is 'not wasted, that a
single’ rupee’ is not swindled ~and' that every pie is well

¥
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accounted for ? Does not the Government consider that by
ignoring this duty the Government of Assam not only made
itself very small in the eye of the ‘Central Government but
brought disrepute and a sad picture for the entire people
of Assam vis-a-vis the Central Government ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali: This is a matter of opinion
because a judgement had been passed by certain court
that is the Arbitrator, then District Judge. Whether the
judgement is against the Constitution or the compensation
for requisition, that is rent, is excessive or not reasonable
this is a matter of opinion. The ultimate authority to decide
whether this judgement is correct or not is another supreme
authority, either the Hight Court or the Supreme Court.
It is a fact what the hon’ble member Shri Gaurisankar
Bhattacharyya said that this is not compensation. Still the
land remains with the tea garden. It was for a certain period
the land was requisitioned and annual rent has been paid
through the award.

Shri Bala Bhadra Das: Sir, whether the Minister is
aware that rental value for this 1456 acres of land came
to Rs. 49 lakhs and together with interest Government had
to pay in all Rs. 53 lakhs, and that the Government Ad-
vocate’s report was destroyed by the Government which
was against some officer of the Revenue Department ¢ There
is a conspiracy in the Revenue Department and whether
Government will take it seriously and refer the matter to
C.B.I. for a thorough investigation ¢

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali : The case has alieady been referred

to the Anti-Corruption Branch and now the casc is pending
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in the High Court. For the observation made by the hon’-
ble member I cannot give any comment.

Mr. Speaker: 1 did not know that the case is pending
in the High Court. We cannot discuss the merit of the case.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : We are not discussing
the merit of the case. We are discussing the conduct of
the Revenue Department.
~ Mr. Speaker : You cannot ask any question on merit of
the case ( when Mr. Umaruddtn rose ).

Shri Md. Umamddin: I am not asking anything on
the merit of the case. The question is, Sir, there are two
types. of compensation. One is annual rent is paid to the
owner of the land, which might involve the cost of standing
crops and, houses which may have to be removed or destroyed
as a result of occupation. May I know which part represesents
the annual rental in terms of compensation and which
part of it represents the value of the property destroyed ¢ _

Shri S. Ahmad Ali: Sir, i_n calculating the rental ,valuc' ‘
of the requisitioned land jirath is also taken into considera-
tion.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : What is the break-up ¢

Shri S. Ahmad Ali: The break-up is not with me Sir.
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A sirzeaw w(ifer ()@ <% wziey, AEA AGUE G306
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Shri Premodhar Bora : Sir at the time when the case
was in the process in the Revenue Department how could
it go to the Law Department ¢

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali : Matter comes to Law Department
when legal implications are there and when legal opinion
is necessary. This matter came to the Law Department

after the case was disposed of at the District level.
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Starred qucstlon No. 150 was not put as the Member was
absent. :

" Re: Bulldmg of Buq Bod;es
Shn Atul Chandm Saikia, asked :
151. Will the anstet Tr ansport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Assam and Meghalaya State Road
Transport Corporation always build the bus bodies through the
bus body building firms ?
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(b) If.so, what is the total amount paid to-these firms in
the year 1972-73 for supply of the bus bodies ?

(c) Whether there exists any difficulties to build -bodies in
the Central Workshop of the Assam and Meghalaya State
Road Transport Corporation ?

(d) If so, what,are these difﬁculties 2

(¢) If not, when the Corporation will go for building -th=
bus bodies on the chassis purchased ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, 'Transport )
replied : :

151. (a)—Yes, usually the bus bodies are built through
Bus Building Firms.

(b) —An amount of Rs. 23 14 81920 was paid to the
firms in the year 1972-73.

(c) —Yes, there are difficulties. The Central ‘WorkshOp
-at Gauhati is not yet fully organised and equipped to take up
bus body- building at large scale.

(d) —The main difficulties are ‘—

(i) in-adepuate covered space,

() —It has been decided to go for body bulldmg in
bigger scale and the detailed proposal is under study At
present body building in small scale has been taken up.
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(i) want of machinery and equipment for thé purpoqe, \os
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Shri Ataur Rahman: 1Is it a fact that these Body buil-
ding firms ‘arebeing concentrated ‘at  Gauhati alone “and
is' mot proper that attention should' be given to the muffassil
towns also where there ave better Body “building firms ¥

Shii’ Harendra Nath Talukdar, (‘Minister')= ~ Yes, Sir,
we call for tenders and if there are firms ‘then naturally they
would: get-the contracts.
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Starred Question No. 152 was not taken up as the
Hon’ Member: was absent.
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
Re ;' Procurement of Wheat

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury asked :

©2.  Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

a) ~“Whether the Governmeut procured wheat grown in
the State during the last Rabi Crop Season ¢

b) Whether it is a fact that of late huge quantity of wheat
was curtailed from the quota allotted to Assam by the Union
Ministry of Food and Agriculture ? :

Shri’ Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply ) to reply :

2: (a)— The Food Corporation of India and Assam
Co-operative Apex Marketing Society Limited procured wheat
in the last rabi season and the entire quantity procured
was taken into the Central Pool.

(b) Yes Sir.
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Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury: What was the " total
amount of local wheat available for distribution among the
people of Assam ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply ): A total of 980
tons were procured.

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury : Whether it is a fact
that the Union Ministry reduced the quantity of wheat
from the total quota available for allotment to Assam ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : In my question (b) I
have said ‘yes’. Te

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What are the reasons for
this curtailment ? '

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) :  Sir, there has been short-
age of wheat all over India, and quotas have been curtailed
for all States.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Is it not a fact that only
because of wrong figures of production within the State this
wheat quota for Assam has been curtéiled T :

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : = That is not so, Sir.

Shri Dulal Khound : Sir. may I know the figures of
actual production and the figures shown by the Agriculture
Department after the Rabi crop campaign last year ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : That is not with me now.
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Mr. Specker : Now let us come to the next item.
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( Undisposed Questions of 4-12-73)
Re : Assam and Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation
Undisposed Questions of 4. 12. 73

Shri ATUL CHANDRA SAIKIA
asked :

# 154, Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the passenger buses of the Assam and
Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation are insured
against 3rd Party risk ? 2

(b) If not, how the liability incurred in respect of any

accident is met ?
Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR ( Minister,
Transport )" replied :

154.(a) — No. 7

(b) — Liabilities incurred in respect of any accident is
met from out of the Imsurance fund created for meeting
any liability arising out of such fund.

Re : Post of Agricultural Engineer

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA asked :

# 155. Will'the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there are post of Agricultural Engineer,
I.LA.D.P.?

(b) If so, who is: holding the post in Cachar District
and since when ¢

(c) Whether the said post is lying vacant and if so, why ¢

Shri UPENDRA DAS ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

155. (a) — Yes.
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(b) — Shri Kalipada Bhattacharjee iExecutive Engineer
is holding the post of Agricultural Engineerin:addition to
his own duties with effect from*7th Nowvember,1972.

(c) — Yes, As the total workload can be managed
by one officer the Executive Engineer ( Agri.) has been
asked to look after the function of the package programme.

Re : Cases Pending Before Industrial Tribunal & Labour Court

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA asked :
# 156. Will the Minister, Labqur be pleased to state—

(a) How many cases of Cachar District are  pending
before the Industrial Tribunal and Labour -Court for dis-
posal and since when (to be shown separate]y)"

. (b) How many circuits the Labom Court and the Indus-

trial Tribunal . made in Cachar d,ur}ng -the Last 3, years
( figures to be shown year-wise )¢

Shri GAJEN TANTI ( Minister,  Labour ) replied :

- 156. (a)— 51 and 56 cases. are pending before Industrial
Tribunal and Labour Court since 1966 and 1965 respectively

(b) — Number of Circuits held by Labour Court and
Industrial Tribunal Gauhati in Cachar during the last three
years are as below :(—

1970 1971 1972
(i) Labour Court 142l it

das

(i) Industrial Tribunal — 2 2 l

S
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Starred - Question No. 152 was not taken up as the

- Hon’ Member, was absent.
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
Re : Procurement of Wheat
Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury asked :

2. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state-——‘
a) “Whether the Governmeut procured wheat grown in

the State during the last Rabi Crop Season ¢

b) - Whether it is a fact that of late huge quantity of wheat
was curtailed from the quota allotted to Assam by the Union
Ministry eof Food and Agriculture ? '

Shri ‘Gajen Tanti ( Minister, 'Supply ) to reply :

2. (@)—- The Food Corporation of India and Assam
Co-operative Apex Marketing Society Limited procured wheat
in the last rabi season and the entire quantity procured
was taken into the Central Pool

(b) Yes Sir.
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Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury: What ‘was the total
amount of local wheat available for distribution among the
people of Assam ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply ): A total of 980
tons were procured.

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury : Whether it is a fact
that the Union Ministry reduced the quantity of wheat
from the total quota available for allotment to Assam ?

~ Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister) : In my question (b) I
have said ‘yes’.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: What are the reasons for
this curtailment ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) :  Sir, there has been short-
age of wheat all over India, and quotas have been curtailed
for all States. ‘ ‘ :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :  Is it not a fact that only
because of wrong figures of production within the State this
wheat quota for Assam has beeh curtailed ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) :  That is not so, Sir.

Shri Dulal Khound : 'Sir. may I know the figures of
actual production and the figures shown by the Agriculture
Department after the Rabi crop campaign last year ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : That is not with me now.
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Mr. Speaker : Now let us come to the next item.
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(Undisposed Questions of 4-12-73)

Re : Assam and Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation
Undisposed Questions of 4. 12. 73

Shri ATUL CHANDRA SAIKIA
asked :

# 154, Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the passenger buses of the Assam and
Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation are insured
against 3rd Party risk ?

(b) If not, how the liability incurred in respect of any

accident is met ?
Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR ( Minister,
Transport ): replied :

154.(a) —'No.

(b) — Liabilities incurred in respect of any accident is
met from out of the Insurance fund created for meeting

‘any liability arising out of such fund.

Re : Post of Agricultural Engineer

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA asked : .

# 155. Will the Minister, “Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether therc are post of Agricultural Engineer,
I. A.D.P.?

(b) If so, who s holding the post in Cachar District
and since when ¢

(c) Whether the said post is lying vacant and if so, why ¢

Shri UPENDRA DAS ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

155. (a) — Yes.
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(b) — Shri Kalipada Bhattacharjee Executive Engineer -
is holding the post of Agricultural Engineerin additionto  «
his own duties with effect from 7th November, 1972,

(¢) — Yes, As the total workload ' can be. managed
by one officer the Executive Engineer ( Agri.) has' been .
-asked to look after the function of the package programme.

Re : Cases Pending Before Industnal Trlbunal & Lahour Court
Shri JAGANNATH SINHA asked : e
# 156. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—

(a) How many cases of Cachar District are pending
b“fore the Industrial Tribunal and Labour -Court for dis-
posal and since when (to be shown separately ) ?

(b) How many circnits the Labour Court ,and the Indus-

trial Tribunal made in Cachar during the Last 3 years
( figures to be shown year -wise ) ¥

Shri GAJEN TANTI ( Minister, Labour ) replied :

156. (a)— S1 and 56/cases are pending before Industrial
Tribunal and Labour. Court since 1966 and 1965 respectively

(b) — Number of Circuits held by Labour Court and
Industrial Tribunal Gauhati in Cachar during the last ithree
years are as below :—

1970 1971 1972
(i) Labour Court w4200 0p 500

(i) Industrial Tribunal — 2 200087
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Starred Question No. 152 was not taken up as the
Hon’ Member ,was absent.
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
" Re: Procurement of Wheat :

: Shn Plabm Kumqr Choudhu:v asked :
2. Will the Minister, Supply be’ pleased to state—
a)-'Whether' the' Gévernmeut procured ‘- wheat grown in
the State’ during the last Rabi Crop Season 7

1b): Whether it is -a fagt that of late;huge quantity of wheat
was curtailed from the quota allotted .to Assam by the Umon,-
Ministry of Food and “Agriculture ?
‘Shri' Gajen” Tanti'( Minister, Supply’)ito’ rep]y

2. {a)—~The Food ~Corporation of India and Assam
Co-operative Apex Marketing Society Limited procured wheat
in the last rabi season and the entire quantity procured
was taken into the Central Pool. :

(b)  Yes Sir.
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Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury: What was the total
amount of local wheat available for distribution among the
people of Assam ?

Shri Gajen Tanti { Minister, Supply): A total of 980
tons were procured.

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury : Whether it is a fact
that the Union Ministry reduced the quantity of wheat
from the total quota available for allotment to Assam ?

~ Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : In my question (b) 1
have said ‘yes’. ‘ |

~ Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: What are the reasons for
this curtailment ? :

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : Sir, there has been short-
age of wheat all over India, and quotas have been curtailed
for all States. :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Is it not a fact that only
because of wrong figures of ploductlon within the State “this
wheat quota for Assam has been curtal'ed ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : That is, not. so, Sir.

Shri Dulal Khound :' ‘Sir. may' I know the figures of
actual production and the figures' shown by the Agrxculture
Department after the Rabi crop campaign ]ast year ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : That is not with me now.
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Mr. Speaker : Now let us come to the next item..
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( Undisposed Questions of 4-12-73))
Re : Assam and Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation
Undisposed Questions of 4. 12./73:

Shri: ATUL CHANDRA SAIKIA
asked :

# 154. " Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the passenger buses of the Assam and
Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation are insured
against 31d Party risk ?

(b) ]f‘ not how the Hhability mcuned in 1espect of any

accident is met ?

Shri’ HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR ( Minister,
Transport ) replied

154.(a) = No. : td
(b) — Liabilities ‘incurred in respect of any accident is

met from out of''the Insturance fund created for meeting
any liability arising out of such fund.

Re : Post of Agricultural Engineer
Shri' JAGANNATH SINHA asked :
#1155. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to‘state—

(a) Whether ' there are post of Agricultural Engineer,
LA DBy

(b) If so, who is holding the post in Cachar District
and since when ¢

(c) Whether the said post is lying vacant and if so, why ¢

Shri UPENDRA DAS ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

155. (a) — Yes.
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(b) — Shri Kalipada Bhattacharjee  Executive Engineer

ist Holding ‘the post of ‘Agricultural Engineer'in: addition to

his own duties with effect ‘from .7th November, 1972y

(©) — Yes. As the! total workload can be managed

by one officer the Executive Engineer ( Agri.) has been
asked 1o look after the function of the package programme.

Re : Cases Pending Before Industrial Tr:bunal & Lahour Court
Shri JAGANNATH 'SINHA asked :
x 156. Will, the Mll‘l]StCI’, Labour. be pleased, to state——
(a) How many cases of Cachar District are = pending
before the Industrial Tribunal and Labour, Court, for dis-
posal and since when (to be shov&:n ;sepa;':a:.telg)?

- (b) How many cil-c'uits the Labour Coust and the Iﬂdlus_r
trial Tribunal made in Cachar - during  the Last 3 years,

( figures to be shown year-wise )¢

Shri GAJEN TANTI ( Minister; Labour ) replied
156. (a)— 51 and 56 cases are pending- before Industrial
Tribunal and Labour Court since 1966 and 1965 respectively

(b) — Number of Circuits held by Labour Court and’

Industrial Tribunal Gauhati in Cachar during the: last three
years are as below :— :
i 1970" 1971° 1972
(i) Labour Court qitdy 2 pl 2¢
(1) Industrial Tribunal — 2 2 1
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@Il e-v-99 SIfIA (AT ABS: S-5-937 AT 2»-3-990 ¢ HIE
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~ NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION

Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharjee : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
eg to move the following motion. “Whereas during the
tenure of office of the present Ministry Profession and
practice of the Government have proved to be diametri-
cally opposite ; under the verbiage of socialism, capitalist
class is- being served and strengthened in every way; the
basic. necessities of_ life, namely, food, clothing and housing
have not been assured to the basic masses; the problem
of un-employment has become more acute_than ever before;
puces of essential commodities have tisen to unprecendented
and spirallying height; peasant masses are being evicted on
a large scale; rule of law is being replaced by a reign of
terror; application of Maintenance of Internal Security and
Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act is intensifying every-
day and false, irresponsible and hypocritical - demagogy is
replacing good, efficient and honest administration;
| Whereas during this period and under the leadership of the
present ministry various acts of misconduct, misappropriation,
frand, ncgligence of duaty. favouritism, nepotism illegalities,
irsegularities, improprieties and abuse. of ypolitical power in
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t_he matters of administration of the State have become
rampant;

Whereas this ministry have abused their official positions
fm securing - pecuniary ‘and other benefits for themselves,

-members of their families, their relations, their friends, their

partymen and others in whom they weie interested, from
out of the funds of the State Exchequer and otherwise to
the “detriment of the interests of the State;

Wheréas this Ministry by its complicity or connivance has

caused to the State Government huge financial loss ‘both

in the earning and spending which has given rise to a great

economic crisis, serious retardation in the progress of trade,

industry and commerce, agricultural development, serious

‘problems of un-employment and has also vitiated the moral

and-general character of the people ;-

Whereas this Ministry has permitted  wastage, misuse,
misutilisation and misappropriation of the funds of the State
in several ways to the detriment of the interests of the
State in utter disregard of the cannons of financial propnety
and established rules and procedure leading to the amassing
of wealth by themselves or througth members of their f'umly,

relatives and other pCISOIH

Whereas this Mmlstry ~caused maladministration in

matters of public services, namely, in the matter of appoint-

ments, transfers, promotions and dealing with corfupt officers;
Now, therefore, this Assembly expresses its want “of
confidence in the Ministry.”
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Sir, T am bringing this motion not in anger but in
anguish. ( A voice: Out of frustration ). To some extent out
of frustation becawse 1 felt and I thought for many days
as to whether it would be proper to bring this sort of a
frontal assault. 1 was quite aware of the fact that a people
gets a Government it deserves, and  the people of this State
had voted this Ministry to power by an overwhelming majority.
Therefore, 1 was, thinking = whether it was on my part a
counsel of despair .as some bird whispered from that side,
or whether it was a duty — a solemn duty — on my part
as an elected representative of the p@:uple to call a spade
a spade. Sir, 1 know that the present Ministry did not enter
into the altar of power bv cutting sindhi or by breaking
walls. They were voted to power, and, therefore, 1 thought
whether we should continye in the ecritical appreciation, . the
mood of critical appreciation, which we have been continuing
for the last two years approximately ; but then I found that
I shall be failing in my duty — the opposition, however,
small its number may be — will be failing in its duty if
we do not at present and immediately point- out to the
basic thing. We thought that this Ministry cannot be re-
paired. We thought that this Ministry cannot be overhau-
led only by a white patch here and a white wash there.
This requires thorough and basic overhaul, Why do 1 say
so ¢ Have I really become frustrated or am I tired of being
in the wilderness of opposition ? Have § that craze or that
greed to bein power when [ see that on this side there are
only 14 in a House of 1143 Not that.
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Ofcourse;  if T am wrong: I ‘am subject to.correction;
we  are ‘fourteen,  Now, [ am awaie of the great promise
that was given: by this Government when it came to power
and.cwithh all respect,: I should say deep respect; 1 read it
and.resread it. This they call “March to Progress’ and this
they: circulated to-allcofzus.. The first  slogan ' they -raised
was~—/this Ministry /is now out'iin-a war -against! poverty
and ‘it saidin | the opening sentence ‘The Congress Party
manifesto during the last, general.elections enunciated a broad
economic- policy..  The_aim of - this;economic - policy  ‘was to
remove  poverty ;and. eliminate acute ‘unemploymeni.’© And
this: they said. . They ‘wanted: to remove ‘poverty by the eco-
nomic policy  of ‘Garibi Hatao’s There/ could ‘be no greater
profession . than this:' And ‘therefore, ‘we-thought that it
would.-<be enough as, Members .in ‘the Opposition if we go
on. helping this effort: by making constructive criticism: where
it is..necessary by pointing out - the defects, , if there crop up
any; by rousing them.to activity <if they lapse to -idleness,
and thatowill be-enough' for doing-out duty. But then Sir,
the experience of ‘the-last one 'year and ten months has
belied! alll oust hopes—and -justiied our fears,  because the
very slogan, . the rvery: war cry that they raised< have been
proved to i be false and hypocritical and ‘a cynical one. I
don’t know whether some gentleman‘or.lady wil} call me frus-
trated but I sce before my own eyes when this ' Government
came into; power the morsel of food, the coarse rice. the price
per: K.G. of rice was Rs:1.12 Piand the price of Lahi rice
was RsA.25P. T don’t know:if ithere is any corrupt man or
any -costupt - woman,. Idon’t: know if there is: any craver, I
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T

don’t know if there is any blackmarketeer who can ignore
ihis stark reality and question these things. Sir, after this
one year and ten months of struggle to ‘garibi hatao’ this
Government has raised the price of poorman’s food— coarse
rice from Rs,1.12P to Rs.1.58P a rise by 0.46P per K.G.

whether this is a proof of war against poverty, whether this is -

Garibi Hatao or whether this is Garibko Hatao ? What is
this, Sir ? ' Not only rice ; atta was being sold ‘at 0.95 P per
K.G., it is now Rs.1.06P a rise by 0.11P. Salt at that time
was 0.25 P per K.G., now it is 0.40P — a rise by 0.15P; Masur
Dal Rs. 1.90 then and now Rs.2.35P — a rise by 0.45P;
Mug Dal Rs. 2.25P then and Rs.2.95P now— a rise of 0.70P;
Gram ( whole boot ) Rs. 1,37P then, Rs.2.60P now— rise by
Rs. 1.23 p; Gram Dal Rs.1.36P then, Rs.2.75P now— a rise
of Rs.1.37P : Rahar Dal Rs.2.15P then,; now Rs.2.30P— rise
0.15P ; Mati Kalai 'Rs!1.90P now——rtise of 0.25P; Mustard
0il Rs.5.00 then, Rs.7.37P now— rise Rs(2.37P; Kerosine Oil
0.60P per ‘litre then, 0.88P now— rize’ of 0.:8P'; ' Vegitable
oil Rs.6.00 per K.G., now it is'Rs.8.50P— rise of 2.50P:
Open markct sugar Rs.2.88P then, now 'Rs.4.10P— rise by
Rs.1.22P; Onion 0.80P, now Rs.2:00— rise by Rs.1.20P ;
Potato 0.50P then, Rs.150 now— rise’ Rs.1.00 ; Meat Rs.6.00
now it is ‘Rs. 8.00 — rise of Rs. 2.00; Coarse cloth Rs. 1.10
per metre, today it is Rs. 2.0C= rise of 0.90 p; Baby food
( Lactogen 2 K.'G. ) Rs. 5.25° p, today it is Rs. 8.84 p— rise
of Rs.3.29 p; Paper foolscap per dista 0.50p then and
now it is Rs.1.00 -—a rise of 0.50'p; Washing 'soap Rs. 1.60
p then and Rs. 1.90 now — thus the rise is by 0,30 p. Again

for the last four weeks sugar and aflta are not available; = -

Fal
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that controlled sugar 'sometimes we get. and sometimes we
don’t-get and thercfore, we'are to rely on the open market.
After this tise it is very easy for those who have found that
they are in difficulty ‘to raise their. own salary: We are here
Members of the, Assembly and it is for us toi raise our daily
allowance, it is for us to raise our other perquisites, getting
a free telephone which costs Rs. 5000/-and many other things.

st T e

But what,about those whom you promised help, whom you
promised deliverence 9 Therefore, I say' with humility this is;a
p2sformance which is' just opposite of what was promised.
Sir, 1, want’then to say not’ only what I have given but
what the Government itself has given vs-in their~ latest
survey prepared by the Government and distributed to . us. :
1 refer to page: 131 of the Book, Paragraph 2.23, Recently
the Planning Commission in their, <document - Approach tothe
Fifth Five Year Planindicated: that people livingi down the
poverty. linevand there: whose iincome is Rs. 40 per month
at current ' prices:-( October’72 ) and the = distribution . of
such people ‘is— 22% in Urban areas and 55% in rural
areas. ' The population: of Assam which " has ‘been placed
at 14 dakhs and 139 lakhs respectively, the total mumber
below the : poverty lineiin Assam: may be placed at 13
lakhs for urtan areas'and 78 lakhs for rural areas, giving the
total of 81 lakhs or 52% of the total: pcpulation' below
the starvation: hine. It has been estimated that the consu-
mers price level in Assam is about 209 -higher than all
India.» Accordingly fori Assam -at comperable price the
poverty line of Rs. 40 ought to be raised to Rs. 48. Taking
Rs. 48 as ‘the poverty line, the estimated number of people



36 No: Confidence: Motion 4th Dec.

below the:poverty line in Assam ' would be 6 lakhs i.e.
40% and+107 lakhsor 77% in Urban and rural arcas respecti-
vely, making ra total of 131 lakhs ie. 779 of ithel popula-
tion of the state as-a -whole. " When this.Govt. comeito power,
according ‘to: the economic survey of Assam,’ 62% of the
péople were below the poverty line. - After this Govi.  has
come: ‘up,| the percentage 'has gone up. ‘This is the - pro-
gress in the meverse -direction) and>that-is'the result’ of ‘the
hyprocritical rcrying of /Garibi Hatao ! Sir,mot only 'that, the
administration andfinance- ofithe/State has'' beendestroyed
by this Govt. 'As you know: Sirjiaccording to the mew' patt-
ern 809, ‘of the Income tax collected in a particalar State
comes back to' that State. "According to' the present’ esti-
mate - the: total' income 'tax colleetion‘in ' India is: near about
1500-croras."But then ‘while 'the' Income tax collection - in
India s\ Rsi: 1500 .crores. per. year ,approXimately, - the tota]
Income ‘tax (Collected in withinAssam: comes to - only | near:
about 8 crores: to-10 crores. Butithen you-will be: sunprised
to ‘hear ' Sir, that the Assam 0ill! Gompany- whose work.in
within. Assam -and ‘whov is:;having conly''a Branch' |Office in
Calcutta have to pay about ' Rs./10' crores;as Income. tax
per year. Do .you know. Sir, where that taxis paid y that
tax is. paid-not in Assam, butin [Calcutta. ‘Thes Assam il
Company has for the last|2 years ‘has been! payingits In~
come tax in Calcutta.: How could it happen? There in
Calcutta, there is.a good «patriotic Bengali, as the Assistant

Commissioner of Income tax and he. had for.some- reasons ‘or
other once called :the  Assam Qil - Company. Income tax file.

And when he foui'd ithat here there is a.company' .which pays
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Rs. 10 crores as Income tax, he thought as a good Bengalee
that the tax should be realised in Calcutta and so for the
last 2 years, files are here and the Assam Oil Company 1s
paying Rs. 10 crores Income tax in Calcutta, and therefore
Sidhartha Sankar Roy is getting Rs. 8 crores over cur head
while we are giving hectic lectures of sccialism. That is what
is happening, And this Govt. says that this Govt. is of the
Assamese ‘people. Not only that, you know sir, that here
in Assam there are some 757 Tea Estates, may be little
more or less. 1 can give the exact figure, the number is
351. Whether it is 351 at present or 357, there are more
than 350 Tea Estates in Assam. OQut of this 57 are Sterl-
ing Companies and they were under the Managing Agency.
The numer of the Managing Agency was 25. I necd not
give all the names. They are Andrew Yule & Co., Balmer
Lawrie & Co., Ltd., Barry & Co., Begg Dunlop & Co. Ltd.,
Davenport & Co., Ltd., Duncan Brothers & Co. Ltd. George
Henderson & Co., Ltd., Cillanders Arbuthnot & Co.. Ltd.,
James Finlay & Co., Ltd. Jardine Skinner & Co., Kilburn
& Co. Machinnon WMackenzie & Co., Macneill & Co.,
Martin & Co. Mcleod & Co,, Ltd., Octavius Steel & Co.,
Ltd. Planters Stores & Agency Co., Ltd., Shaw Wallace
& Co., Thomas,J & Co., Villiers, Ltd., Williamson Magor
& Co., etc. These managing agency system has been aboli-
shed * now. So the only agency doing little business
there in Calcutta, the Tea Estates are here in Assam by
an Arbitration division. The Govt. of India has made 4%,

of the tea product as income of the tea industries and
only 0% agricultural. There is absolutely no logic in the
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division but for the advantage of their tax collection at
one time that division was made. And accordingly for the
entire collection of Income in Tea Garden, 449, Income tax
is being paid during the last years on an average i.e. Ster-
ling Company have been paying Income tax of approxi-
mately 17 crores 23 lakhs and do you know Sir, where
these are being paid ? They are being paid in Calcutta
through this ex-managing agents, presently the only agents.
Therefore, we find that during this period 21.78 crores that
is being paid in Calcutta ought to have been paid in Assam
because the business is here in Assam. As a result 809,
of the 27.78 crores is going to West Benal exchequer at
the cost of Assam Exchequer. And the Chief Minister him-
self is the Finance Minister of this Stats and Chief Minister
heads this Govt. I say he is a very good friend of mine,
a-good man, I need not say anything beyond this. Sir, not
only that here there is a tax, Sales tax. As you know,
apart from the Assam Sales Tax, there is also a tax, the

Assam Finance Sales Tax. The rate of this tax is 129 .

whereas the rate of this tax in Calcutta is only 79,. Now
there are companies and concerns whch have got some
offices or some agency houses in Calcutta, they are now
purchasing vehicles and other goods in Calcutta, and they
are transferring these things to Assam. As a result, Assam
is not getting the tax for the purchase made there. Not
only that several departments including P,W.D., they are
also making purchase of these types of goods in Calcutta
and bringing to Assam, getting their names registered urder
the Central Sales Tax Act. The result is that Assam is
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loosing a lot of revenue which ought to have Assam. Of-
course, I must say that it was not done by the present
Chief Minister who raised it is 1319, it was done by his pre-
decassor who did it for the reasons best known to him.
During his regime the then member, Shri Dev Kanta Baruah
said, Assam b:longs to those who belong to Asasm.

But then that was the reason. Atleast we expect
that Assam belongs to those who belong 1o Assam. But
unfortunately, not only there has been no change, there has
been a further extension of this draining out of Assam’s
resources with vengeance. And even the Sales Taxes that
could be or ought to be realised in Assam, they are not
realised 'for this Government. In many cases, it is the Sales
Tax Officers who collected some amount, fixed amount from
concerns and shops, and therefore. those shops go practi-
cally tax-free. TIn this way, we find that the resources of
this State is going down every day. 1 shall show it from
the Government account itself presently. - Sir. I do not want
to say anything which is mot supported by govetnment
economic data.  Therefore, in this respect also, I refer to
page-87 and 88 of this Gavernment publication. “You will
be surprised to find a Table at page-87 of the Government
publication about the share of Central Taxes. In 1970—71,
it was Rs. 17 crores 89 lakhs and in 1971, that is a year
just before the present Ministry came to power, it went upto
Rs. 22.19 lakhs. Now it has gone up slightly., that is to
say, it has gone upto Rs. 23.45 lakhs. You will appreciate
that this trend of rise 182 to 449, from 449 to 910 and 910
to 789, that was a steeper rise; therefore, the rise is of in-
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finitesimal nature. Then, Sir; you will find nf)n-tax revenue

of the State. This is, in fact, not only remained| stagnant,

it has eone down from 992 to 939: So'far as grants from
s g .

the Centre are concerned, ithas also terribly gone down

fiom 6533 to 4549. This refers to budgetory 1'eceipt.01‘
the sovernment. When we look to the' expenditure side,
this Uf_vox-’ernment, which promised ‘a milleniumi to the people,
havehcut down expenditure in Social ~Services; -Ed\lcatlmﬂ,
economic  development, Agriculture, Fish.er:y' and Ammfﬂ
Husbandry, Community Development, ]1*1"1ga?.10n cte. This
cutting-down, Sir, in the Social Services is from 35;5“& to
23.81 and so on. I need not read out. Tl?e- Table . itself
will show that in all these, there has been slicing dOWIl.; E‘ind
where has this slicing-down been ¢ This is- the terrifying
nation building activity. As 1 have just now said, the Gov-
ernment came! with a promise to develop this country, . This
development can/ be possible only by increased production,
and that increased production also'can:be only made by
improved technique in all respects. In order to use effec-
dvly improved technique, not only good officers are necessary
but those who. will work in the field, they should also be
sufficiently educated. Unfortunately, Sir, the 'standard of
education in our country is low. ' In Assam, the position
has remained almost stagnant. Those who are just literate
cannot be said to bes educated; but cven iken, if this'is taken
as the standard, we find that so far as the rate of growth
of literacy 'in this State is concerned, it is horrifying. For
this also, I depend on the government records.  You will find,
Sir, at page—3 of the Government Economice Survey that
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in Assam, the percentage ‘of literacy increased within the
last one decade has been only 1.1 from 27 ; it has &one
up- only-to 28.1.  There -are few districts where the increase
is rather unfortunately small, because this 'is fiot even appro-
priate or corrésponding to this increase.  /For example, the
district - of ' Goalpara— while ifor:(the ‘whole 'of Assam. the
increase has been' 1.1. for Goalpara” the’ inerease has' been
only .9, So far as Darrang district is concerned, there /has
been actually ‘a* decrease in the last decade. The percentage
of literacy in Darrang was 229, 'in the present decade; it
gone down to 22:8: In the district of Kamrup only, there
bas been;a slight increasse, je., 28.8 from 27.4. This being
the position of literacy in: Assam, this ' Government ought
to have made important and sufficiently big budget allocations
for Education. But as' | have already poiuted out, so far
as' Education is concerned, this government has mot »made
appropriate allocations. For the previous year, i.c., for 1971-
72 it was Rupees 25 c:o;es 93 lakhs; tlm time, it has been
brought down to Rs. 24 crores 31 lakhs. There, has been,
as a matter of fact, a decrease. With _I’ower‘ momentum for
Social Services and General Educu-’aiOn; you cannot expeet
that the people will be_-,tuking to 1mproved methods of
agriculture or agricultural production. In the agricultural
productlon the most important factor is man and therefore,
what is mecessary is that the peasants should be given land.
According to government statistics, we find that '66.59% of
the peasantry in Assam are landless in the sense that they
have got no land, or if they have at all, it is not more
than 3 bighas. So, 66.5% of the total peasamtry of Assam
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are landless. What the Government could have done or
ought to have done in this regard— the government ought
to have given land to the landless. Instead of doing that,
the government has undertaken large-scale eviction. 1 need
not given the details of this. Only a few will be sufficient
when 1 say that in the Dayan yarea of Golaghat alone, the
government have evicted 8,000 peasants under the false plea
that they have enespassed into government lands 8,000 peasants
have been evicted from Dayany reserve alone and there may
be some people who may think that their lavyj and order is
more important than life of the people. May be they
are tresspassers but are they not man of the Statey Has
this Govt. no responsibility towards them, i.e. , 80,000 familes ¢
If Govt. cannot give them land, do they commit a ‘crime,
when they enter into some fallow land. You may call it
reserve land or anything. Did not the Govt. itself, at one

time say those tresspassers who entered into Govt. land prior
to 1965 will be given land ? Those who are tresspassers up-
to 1965 they are sacred people and those who have become
tresspassers now, they have become vicious. Is it your logic ¢
fn kaki 4,000 familics have been evicted. In an area near
Hazo 3.000 families have bren evicted and in the district
of Cachar 7,000 have been evicted. In this way, this Govt.

have evicted more people, more peasents from land then:

they have been given land to the peasents. What is the
answer 7 “Yes”, they are tresspessers, they are-law breakers’.
If you want to give them punishment, give it. But whether

you have got' no responsibility and whether it is not your
bounde duty aecording to. chapter 4 of the Indian Consti-

#
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tution to give them provision for livelihood. You must
give them provision for livelihood and if you violate the
provision whether the people have got the right to kick
you out from where you ares Either you will mend the
people or the pzople will end you. The war-cry is that

if the Govt. does not mend itself, the people will end them. We

know our numerical strength but this cry is not confined to this
House only. This cry will Lbe taken to every house, every
village, every hamlet and we shall see whether you can live
or how you can live. I have not said this out of anger
but out of anguish. Either this Govt. live or the people of
Assam live, that is the only two alternatives., there cannot
be third way...... Sir, not only in the matter of agriculturists
which constitute the overwhelming majority of the people
but in the matter of agricultural production itself, this Govt.
has shown, even according to its own statistics. a dismal
picture. I refer to page 12, 14 and 19 of the Govt. book

and 1 am not going to say anything which is not supported
by Govt. Statistic. :

The share of income from agriculture to total net domes-
tic production at current priceshas come down from 66.4%;,
in 1950-51, to 55.6%, in 1971—72, while in constant prices
a stiffer fall in percentage share of income from agriculture
from 66.7% in 1950—51 it has come down to 45.1% in
1971—72. This is noticeable according to Govt’s own admi-
ssion. Then it has been said at page 14 that more than
70% of the population of the State derived their means
of subsistence mairﬂy from agriculture. According to 1971
Cencus, agricultural workers accounted for 65.79 of the
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total working force of this State. At page 19, it has been
said that the. growth of agricultural production in Assam
has been disappoining in comparison with the growth rate

of other States of the country. This is your own admission

that your performance is disappointing. Have you right to

exist as Government ? While as they say, “Man’s need may

be met but man’s greed may not”, So, there may be some
greedy persons whose tongues are now giving a lot of water
and probably in Assam adjustments, somehow or other may
erep in and he or they may be very vocal. They think
“When Rome burns, Nero can afford to play “his flute.
But people will not tolerate and people should not tolerate.
But not enly the agriculture, has there been any improve-
mens in mdustry ? Now so far as the industrial activity in this
State is concerned first of all let us come to tea because tea
is the most 1mportant industry in the State. Here, again ] want
to depend not on retorics but on arithmetic. As you know, Sir,
according to Govt. statistics, the area under tea has increased
by 12.29%, i.e. from 1,62,367 hectares in 1961 to 1,82,325
hectres in 1973, Here in this tea sector the greatest problem has

been the problem of satuiation of the working class and grow-

ing unemp'oyment. The problem of un- mployment among the

labourer attached to the tea mduﬂms has been growing
in magnitude, since last few months in particular.. The totat
employment in the industry has come down. 1 would léqUest
you to note that it has come down from 4 1. 12’ to 3,94.410
inspite of the fact that both the number of te

the area under cultivation of tea have been

a estates and

gone up from
744 to. 751. The areas also have come up by 122997
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but the total.number of people employed per day ‘on the

~ average has gone down from 4,49,120 to 3,94,210. 1 would

request those who,claim to be the leaders of the tea labourers

: " to, note this-trend and to see the writings on'the wall. ' The

days of those so: called leaders have gone' and ' the agricul-
tural class. from among ‘the actual -tea' garden labourers are
coming up. . Either those! who are now having  leadership
of 'these tea garden .labourers sunderstand the  reéal- position
of 'the people or relse those * who'are parading themselves
as labour-leaders will 'be thrown away from their own posi-
tion. T If"you  want to fight this then you must throw out
this Govt. then there may be a different Govt. which‘ may
?;'we the workmg c]zm in wenenal 'md the tea gqrden labou-
rers in particular.’ e : = i

I am told, Slr,"that this morning a demonstration of
v:v'orking class people from one of the closed factories {of
Gauhatl came to the Chlef ‘Minister. Not only, this, but

_quite a number of quch factories have since been closed

down. From one of these, 350 workers laz}ife been thrown
out of employment are said to have come to tﬁe Chief Minister
this morning and it is 'reported that 1he):/ had pointed out
to the Chief Minister that here th'erc',is' an industry known
as the Associated Industries which had two wings— onc
te-xti]e and the olher Chemical. Aftera!reat deal of stru-
gole, the textile wmg was opened and it “has been seen that
when it is opened, it can work well. How the managunent
which took away several crores of rupees from Assam have

shut down the chemical wing and more than 350 workers
arc unemployed as such. This government which talks
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of socialism have not even a little of sympathy for the
working class and for' the last two years, they have not
the courage or capacity to re-open this wing and the money
invested is not also: private capital. This industry has got
from the Industrial Finance Corporation rupees one crore,
from the Assam Finance corporation . over rupees twenty
Lakhs; from equity shares over; Rs. 20 lakhs, from Agro-
Industries. Development Corporation Rs. 35 lakhs and thus
the amount of capital invested is near about rupees two
crores which belongs to the people directly and this private

concern is sitting over it and keeping the workshop shut
down.

Then there are 's_ome' small ones. In the name of ﬁub-
lication of text books, for example Lachit Berphukan, higher
guotation was accepted and because it was an indigenous
organisation {herefore at 1219, higher rate the order was
placed with the press. That press instead of printing it here
and giving food to the local workers, surreptitously got

the book printed at Calcutta and got the bill passed in their.

name dishonestly. If jhe order would have been directly
placed in Cé!cutta, then Govt. would have to pay 1219,
less. Now this individual capitalist dishonestly cheated the
govf. and gbt thc book published in Calcutta and grabbed
]2"% commission, being an Assamese concern. Not only
this, here there is the Chairman of the Assam Text Book
Production Corporation  Sitting. [ would just point out to
him and show whether it is a fact or not that some so-

called Assamese publishers have formed into a guild for

black-mailing all sorts of competitions and thereby they
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are going’'to rob the people of their money and the price
of the text books is going higher and higher. Already this
Govt, has raised the price of paper from eight annas to

one rupee and now the price of text books will be higher.
Who will- suffer 2 The common people will suffer.

- So, it is not a Government which aims at socialism.

This is a Government of darkness. They want to close
down education.

I claim to be an Assamese, Sir, but I claim to be a
good Assamese. . My view is that if the jackal or fox
which.is behind my Bari takes away my hand or my leg
or my fowl or my dog, I will be sorry for this and I
will not tolsrate this. Therefore any exploiter, any greedy
person. who cate upon the vitals of the Assamese working
class, even if that grabber is a capitalist Assamesse, is equally
an enemy of the Assamese people and these people can never
be. encouraged by any Government, but this govt. is enco-
uraging, these people because these people give them the
certificate of natun purush. This is really fantastic and
this, is in fact any more intolerable so far as the people
are concerned. This. Govt. is born in sin,

Sir, there is the racket of paraffin wax. Since the Govt.
came in, there was a racket of paraffin. wax. 1 would ask
the Govt. to place a list of recipients of paraffin wax permits
You will find, Sir, that there are some people who got
permit to the extent of 200 tonnes and some of  them may
be very highly placed in public life or organisation. But
this parmit was sold in the black market. So this Govt.

having been born in sin, started which favouritism, nepotism
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and such double-dealing. So it is time that after waiting
for one year and ten meonths to itell the truth we call a
spade a spade because this Ministry is beyond rectification
and beyond redemption.

Sir, then I come to the most important aspect of the
matter and that aspect.is the question of employment. In
this regime, Sir. not only has the ‘employment notincreased,
but there has been really a cut in the employment potentia-
lities. You know, Sir, that you were the person to have
appointed, or it was your predecessor, who had dppointed
a committee of this House —the Employment Review Comm-
ittee. That committee has given two reports which were
placed before this House. I am not going beyond these two
reports. Sir, from a study of these reports, it transpires that
in this blessed State of Assam, so far as the public sector
undertakings are concerned, ‘only 399 ‘belongs to this State.
In other words, under this beings Govt. 619%. of the ‘employees
of the public industrial undertakings are manned from out-
side. So far as the private sector undertakings are concerned,
there also, Sir, you will find that as many as 499, of the
employees are those who are front outside the State.’ So far
as the chemical and industrial undertakings are concerned
and particulaly, the Match, only about 10% of the employ-
eces are children of the soil and in case of class 1 and Class
11 services in the administrative sphere, the - children of the
soil have only a share of 229, and in class 11 23% and even
in the 3rd, the lowest category, they do not figure at more
than 509%. That is the' position. That is the employment
position of the State and that is the price which the people

BT P Lo
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had to pay for voting this ministry into power. Now, Sir,
I shall come to real fact. There is a branch of the State,
Bank of India, just near my house. In that branch, there
are 68 employees., This branch of the State Bank of India
was opened only/two years ago. Sir, you will be surprised
to know that in that South Gauhati Branch of the State
Bank of India, out of these 68 employees, not a single
Assamese employee is there. Similarly, in the Indian Air-
lines there are none. There is one in the Indian Airlines,
who speaks Assamese. There is one Congress leader, a famous
businessman and a top-ranking leader his house is taken
there at Paltan Bazar. Sir, even the Driver, Zamadars and
menials are appointed in Caleutta. I repeat it-even the
Drivers, and Zamadars are appointed in Calcutta and not
in Assam. Sir, the State Bank of India has its Regional
Office at Shillong and 909 of its business are done in
Assam. On several occasions, they were requested to bring
their office at Gauhati. But they wan’t do it. Therefore,
we do not know what this Govt. will be able to do. Sir,
if that be the performance of the Govt. then can we expect
anything from this Govt. so far as the employment facilities
are concerned ?

Mr. Speaker : How long you will take Mr. Bhattacharyya ¢
Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharryya : Sir, 1 think within
10 minutes I shall finish my speech, because my other Hon’-
ble Friends will have to speak. Sir, with regard to the
employment, often-times we hear a plea that so far as the
employment is concerned this point is to be kept open for



50 No Confidence Motion 4th Dec.

the whole of India because there is only one Indian Citi-
zenship. Therefore, sir, they say that so far as the employ-
ment to the public and Governmental undertakings including
Corporations are concerned, there cannot be any discrimi-
nation. 1 submit, sir, that there cannot be any discrimin-
ation. That is correct. But so faras any industry or any
firm working in any particular State is concerned, that State
has not only 2 right but also a duty that the people of
the State, that is, the Children of the State should get the
first priority or opportunity in the matter of employment
and in this respect even the advanced State like Mahara-
shira has done some bold action. 1 refer to the Government
a Circular issued by the Govt. of Mahanashtra on 26th of
April, 1973, with regard to the employment of the local
persons in the Industrial Units in Maharashtra, which is a
very advanced State. [ will now place the relevant portion
where the Govt. by its official circular made it incumbent
to the industries, existing as well as plospectwe to follow

certain line and in that they have stated that “with a view «

to solve the growing unemployment problem in Maharashtra
State and to ensuring that the “Local persons” of the State
et their due share in the economic benefit of the indust-
rial activity in the form of gainful employment, it is the
policy of the State Govt. that atleast 809 of the employ-
ces in all categories of employment in the small, medium
and large scale industrial units should be ‘“local persons”
which term is defined as one who is domiciled in the State
of Maharashtra for a minimum periot of fifteen years or
whose mother tongue is ‘“Marathi”, Sir, that Maharashtra
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Govt. is a Congress Govt. and a prosperous and advanced
State has made this condition. Well, I do not see any
reason why a weak State like ours-Assam-should not be
able to follow the same line. Bengal has also done the
same thing. Mysore has gone a step further. Bihar has shown
the way as early as in 1968. Now, we have to learn the
experiences of these progressive States. But unfortunately
in the matter of employment. Govt. is only shedding the
crocodile tears. But here the Govt. have neither taken
any step to increase the employment opportunities nor Govt.
have been able to make the existing or prospective indus-
tries agree 1o the employment of the local people. Sir,
generally these corporations and compaies say that proper
persons are not available. But that is not the case. Sir,
I have got a large number of instances to show that the
Employment Exchange' Department itself has not been really
very keen about pushing up loral boys for the reasons best
known to then. But one reason is that this Directorate of
Employment and Craftsmen Training is not only a top-heavy
department, but that is the only organisation whose per-
formance remains in paper and they remain very busy all
through in drawing their T. A, D. A. & salaries by 'them-
selves. Neither they have been able to give proper training
of craftsmen nor to arrange employment for the people.
The book, which has been published by the Govt. in this
connection, shows dismal picture of the Govt. and  the low
percentage of employment and the true picture of the emp-
loyment Review Committee has proved them quite satisfac-
torily. Sir, you will be surprised to know that this depar-
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tment has got a Director, Joint Directors, Deputy Directors
Employment Officers, Asstt. Employment Officers etc., and
in the District and Subdivisional levels there are- employ-
ment exchanges also. There are employment exchnages at
Gauhati, Nowgong, Dibrugarh, North Lakhimpur, Silchar,
Hailakandi and Dhubri etc. Even in the Subdivisional levels,
there are Employment exchanges. But you will be surprised
if you hear the performances of these offices. There is one
Industrial Liaision Officer, whose office is at Shillong. But
his establishment is at Gauhati. So, all that he does is
that once in a week he comes down at Govt. expenses and
signs. some papers. Sir, he is called the Industrial Liaison
officer. There is also one Directorate of Industries. That
also follows the similar pattern of headquarters. But the
industries have not been developed to tgy desired extent.
I should say not even to the minimum extent. This is the
position.. But some will say Govt. is really keen to do some-
thing. Somebody says Govt. is really keen to root out
corruption. So many persons have been suspended. But;
sir, you will kindly agree with me that suspension is not
a punishment. - Govt. should not suspend a person  unless
there is a prima-facie case against him and suspension must
be followed by charge-sheet. Sir, some top officers’ of our
State have been suspended near about one “and a half
years ago and uptill now they have not been given charge-
sheets. This shows demoralisation of the administration.
Government should not suspend a person unless there is a
prima facie case against him and suspension is followed
by charge-sheet. So, all these are bluff because all these
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people will be acquited as Civil Surgeon Sri Moral got acqui-
tted and he got a huge amount-as compensation and Shri
Bihari Lal Chaudhury, D, H. S. got ' acquitted. So, this
Government is giving bluff to the people showing that they
have suspended so many people. Most of the suspensions
are malafide and that is why even after 1} years the Govern-
ment could not frame charge sheets against’any of them.
But when these things. are brought to the notice -of the Chief
Minister by the Anti-Corruption Branch and-the State Vigi-
lance Commissioner the Chief Minister as the head of the
State sits tight. T am giving only one instance which is
supported by papers and I shall.put it as a charge-sheet
against the Government for giving help to these people.
This involves the Public Works Department. On a report of
the Anti-Corruption Branch the State Vigilance Commissoner
had advised some Departmental proceedings against a set
of P.W.D. officers. Now, this was sent to the Chief Secretary
in the Polititical Department and the Chief Secretary forwar-
ded it to the P.W.D. to initiate proceedings. The P.W.D.
thought . that if these proceedings are gone into then probably
many things would come out and therqfofe, inspite of the
recommendation and findings of the Anti-Corruption Branch
and inspite of the recommendation by the State Vigilance
Commissioner, -and .inspite of the note of the Chief Secretary.
in the Political Department the P.W.D., with the ,approval
of the Minister, exonerated these people. saying that malafide
was not proved. ( Opposition : Shame, Shame ) Protesting
against this the Statc Vigilance. Commissioner -had written
to the Chief Minister two letters, one on 22nd of May,
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1972 and another on 26th May, 1972 but the Chief Minis-
ter thought it wise to be silent, to sit tight over the matter.

Sir, as the poet says =9y @ @ «F T A AZ O A &
wity ®4 7™ wz | Not only those who commit sin should be
condemned but those who tolerate sin should also be con-
demned. So, in the interest of the people of Assam, in the
interest of propriety, in the interest of democracy and in
the interest of the future of cur country I propose that this
Ministary should be voted out of power, and if this House
wants to prove its worth should pass this ‘No Confidence’
motion against this Ministry.

( The House reassembled after lunch with Mr. Deputy
gpeaker in the Chair ) ( At 2 p.m.)
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Shri Charan Narzary : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Str......

Mr. De%;uty Speaker : Your time is fificen minutes,

Shri. Charan, Narzary : Sir, 1 require. a minimum of
half an. hour time.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : He should be given more
time; Sir.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: This is, your !ist.. R
Shri Charan Narzary : f}ll’,l am speaking In favom

of the No-confidence Motion-moved by the Hon’ble Leﬂdcr
of the Opposition, Shri Gourisankar Bl;th‘c.cha1jce_._ Sir,
today under the present Ministry headed by Shri Sarat Chandra
Sinha no section of the society is satisfied and happy be-

~cause this Government since its inception have totally failed

to.kecp its promises. and assurances. Today the most tragic

thing.is that there is no security of life, propeity, services;

S0.0m and so forth. As a result the people at large
have been living in_a state of utter frustration and dnsc-

curity. . To-day, we are sitting;. here bzfore the large portrait
of the

I want to ask. this Government. whether this Government

have been: able to-act according. 1o -the ideals and prescrip-
tions: given by the Mahatrage  Ma. Deputy Speakes,. Sir,
today the Government has. nothing to hide- its serious lapses,
omissions  and commissions. That . is why, if this be the

Mahatma who, we regard as the I"dtm,j of the Natien.-

A
Se . f
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country of Mahatma Gandhi, his sacie¢ soul from heaven
will never forgive the wrong doers 'of the society. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir. the Government is trying to bring about
socialism and I am convinced that socialism lizs merely in
slogahs and papers under this Government. The Government
which cannot feed the p-ople have no moral right what
sover to preach socialism and moralism.

( Mr. Speaker occupied the Chair in place Mr. Depuity
Speaker at 2.33 P.M.)

The Government is trving to sccialise the people before
it could fecd the people! Feed before you moralise, not
before you can feed the people.

/‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not want to enter into the details

because our hon’ble Cpposition Leader has spoken about
the growing demands and grievances of the people and the
utter failures of the Government ‘and after that their remains
no scope for me to discuss further. Anyway; Mr. Speaker
Sir, I want to confine my observation within certain subject
matter, and that is the security of life, property, services,
so on and so forth. To highlight the gravity of the subject
matter [ want to quote a news-item with due permission
from the hon’ble Speaker. This is from the Frontier Herald
published fiom Ditrugarh— “Dukho Gowala, a father of
half a dozen children and noted local leader was murdered
on 21st November while the deceased returned from Dibrugarh.

The house of Mr. Sitaram Baria was the victim of a Serious
type of dacoity case and more than half a lakh rupees plus
ornaments of high value had beén taken away by the party
in a dangerously tactful manner. Another case of dacoity
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occured to the Diroi Tea Estate in which the manager
was closed in a room. At Bamunbari Tinali a dead body
was the result of a reported motor money-cash. He was
open to broad day light. Further, Mr. Nikhil Paul, a
cloth ‘Bepari’, was the victim of a dangerous theft quite
near to the outpost. A circus party chowkidar was stabked
in front of the police outpost while the O.C. was reportedly
present in the show. ¢“All these incidents took place within
a particular area. “Dukhu Gowala faught against the ‘Presently
Positioned’ local police harassment. This is the cause for which
he was mirdered. Nobody knew who committed the murder,

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been narrated here and I am
quoting to highlight the gravity of the situation. “Police
O.C. was transferred to Dergaon P.T.C. But since his stay
order a series of criminal cases occured systematically. For
his stay enormous amount has been reportedly squandered

away in the level governing and legitimiging the state. Com-

pensation of the said investment remains in the darkest
and most mysterious chapter. Will Mr. Sarat Chandra
Sinha, the C.M. of Assam reply to all these seriously peculiar
incidents of top gravity in upper Assam area 9’

So, Mr. Spezker, Sir, where is the security of lifs and
property ? This Government has completely failed to ensure
security of life. ‘The Government which cannot give secur-
ity to the people has no right whatsoever to claim allegiance
from the people. The people are loyal to the Indian Cons-

titution. No doubt we are loyal to the sacred Indian Cons-
titution, but what this Govt. has done to us ? You all
know there is failure of the Govt. everywhere. All these
types of incidents taking place everywhere.
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Mr. Speaker Sir, what is going on now in the tribal
areas in the Brahmaputra valley 9  Our Chief Minister ‘is
blind to all these happenings. His pointed attention is drawn
to the tribal areas. He has jumped upon the tribals. What
has happencd there ? Some of the hen’ble: members' may
not be convinced at what I am Speaking here. That is
why, on December 1, 1973, a team of four hon’ble members
from the Opposition Bench visited certain areas of the Kokfa-
jhar Subdivision and I am quoting portions from ' their
réport for the information of ocur hon’ble Speaker and also
the hon’ble members.. The Members who visited Kokrajhar
areas are non-tribal Members. Because many do not believe
what T say, that is why they themselves went there to see
what is going on. T am quoting a portion of their reports :
At Puthimari village Shrimati Renu Bala Brahma, wife of
one Sobha 'Ram Brahma. told us that on November
I, 1973, at about 2 A.M. ( Night) the police broke the
door of their house in absence of her husband and she
was forcibly dragged out by her hair by the Police Officer-
in-charge of the Serfanguri Police Out-Post, Shri -Kumud
Hazarika, who put his revolver on her bosom and threate-
ned her with death, shouting “Should 1 kill you ?”” Shri
Satya Ranjan Dev, another Officer-in-charge of the said Out-
Post was also present, it was reported by Shrimati’ Renubala
Brahma whe was assaulted by the Police. I am quoting
another portion, Sir, the pecple of Aflagaon narrated inci-
dents of harrowing Police harassments, tortures and indis-
criminate arrestes. One man named Jamini Boro was beaten
up so mercilessly that he was lying unconscious for about
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an hour. He sustained grievious head injuries. Due to police
harassments and atrocities the simple tribal villagers are pani-
cky and they cannot move freely, seriously affected the har-
vesting of standing paddy crops and school going students have
abstained™ from going to school out of fear of being harassed
and tortured by the police. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have been spea-
king with much anguish, and I have been very much cons-
trained to say on the floor of this august House that the Chief
Minister does not know many things, because he perscnally
has not visited the areas. So his reports, the statement con-
tained in his teports, are mostly based on the information
furnished by the local police apd civil authorities who are
out and out vindictive in their attitude to the tribal people.
That is why, 1 would like to tell the Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter that without personally being satisfied of the merits

of the incidents he should not have followed the policy of
repression on the innocent tribals. He cannot solve any

problem by giving a mere Statement. Mr. Speaker, Sir, in
the wake of the plains tribal movement for a seperate poli—
tical set up, i.e.. Udayachal, the authorities and many people
have been tying to blame the tribal people as extremist
elements and as seperatists. But Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would
say that the Plains tribals have not launched so far any posi-
tive programme of movement, the entire plains tribal areas were
peacefyl, calm and quiet. Now, then, whe are respopsible
for the unhappy situation now prevailing in the tribal areas
since sometime back., Who are respgnsib]é 2 1 want td tell
this apgust House, that whatever is being done by the Govt.
agaiust the tribals, it is for the sake of their own party
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aad not for the welfare of the people. All these happenings
are created not by P.T.C. I admit that there might be some
untuly elementns in the P.T.C organisation alsc. But the Con-
gress is also not innocent. Some Congress workers leaders. and
in the tribal areas are responsitle for all this unhappy state of
affairs. As for instance, Mr. Speaker Sir, I, express the gra-
vity of the situation by quoting another portion of the
report submitted by the visiting team of the oppositioa
M.L.A.s as to how the Govt. is trying to condemn the
tribal people.

At Ramfalbil we saw the C.R.P. and A.P. Battalion
personnel occupying a Public Club House in front of the
Ramfalbil High School. - We found there war-like prepar-
ations of the Police, bunkers and sentry shades constructed,
trenches dug facing the Ramfalbil High School and L.P.
School. We also saw that when the police personnel are
engaged in their normal parades, the little children reading
in the nearby L.P. school and the students of the High
School, both the boys and girls they are running away out
of fear because of the atmosbhere of terror and inse-
curity now prevailing there. And, on spot enquiry it has
been found that the authormes have created this situation
which has never been desired by my people.

At Thuribari village we saw some bunkers, sentry shades
and trenches around the homestead of one Ramesh Rrahma;
a few yards from Ramesh Brahma’s house and just in the
heart of the village the police people have pitched camps,
surrounded by large bunkers, trenches and sentry-shades
ready to launch attack. We saw quite good number of
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armed  Police personnel. And, that is why, the people
cannot move freely out of fear. Normally we saw this kind
of preparation, i.e. war-like preparations in the border areas
while our country was fighting with Pakisthan and China.
All these preparations could be witnessed. What is the nece-
ssity of making these war like preprationsin the otherwise
peaceful tribal areas. Who are responsible for that? We
found that one Congress leader is responsibie for all these
unhappy state of affairs.

Mr. Speaker Sir, from Udalguri area also I have recei-
ved another information that Armed police personnel have
occupied som: M. E. 'and L.P. Scnools without the per-

mission from the School authorities as a result schools are
closed foliowing by “W”

If all these things are allowed
to go freely without any immediate cause,. Where is the
security for the weaker sections  of the people 9 This is not
the question of the plains tribals alone; it is the question
of the down-trodden, oppressed and suppressed people
irrespective of caste, creed and religion.  What js the alter-
native 7 Mr.- Speaker, Sir, I am' speaking out of anguish
that if this state of affairs is continucd for any length of
time, what is the alternative for us ¢y If we cannot live in
security, how the government teday can win the minds of
the rural people, particularly the tribals. Whose fault is
this ? 1s it not because of Government’s own failures, lapses,
| omissions and commissions ? How the Government is try-
1 ing to tackle the problems of these innocent and peace-
' loving tribal people ? By ‘Danda’, by ‘Danda’, Sheer -Danda’

“u-
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and nothing else. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not appeal to
this Government, I will not appeal to this Government.
If Mr. Sarat Ch. Sinha has conscience, I will appeal to his
conscience and 1 will appeal to the con science of mankind,

because the government has committed crimes against man-
kind.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have many things to speak here. It
is not a matter of joke. T tell this august House that the
matter should be taken up seriously. By mere ‘Danda’, the

problem cannot bec solved. Today, hundreds of innocent
people have been arrested and detained under various criminal
sections of Law and under MISA. What is their offence,
what is their immediate offence and what is the immediate

cause ? Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Chief Minister the other day
in his statement said that the tribal movement began from

the movement for Bodo medium; the Bodo medium has
been described as the genesis of the Udayachal move-

ment. Sir, the Bodo medium has been recognised by this
government. Inspite of that, why the Bodo people have to
agitate today 3 What is the reason ? Is it not a fact that
this government is not prepared to remove the causes for
which the people have to agitate,

The government has totally failed to implement the
things which it has given by legislation. There are specific
problems, the problem of school buildings, appointment of
teachers, nonpayment of their salaries, nonsanctioning of
posts’ and so on and so forth. All these omissions and
lapses of the Government cannot be sidetracked by this

government, and now this Government is merely accusing
us as separatists.
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Mr. Speaker : How long will you take to conclude ¢

Mr. Charan Narzary : Within few minutes, Sir, Since
the plains tribals agitate for a separate Political set up.
the 1.e, Udaychal, within the framework of the Constitution
of India, nobody can brand it as anti-national movement;
it is a nationalist mevement. I do not believe in the concept
of regional integration. If there be any concept of integra-
tion, it is national integration; the Indian Naticnal Integration.
Mr. Speaker, Sir. with thess few words, I conclude.

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Pegu ?

Shri Malchandra Pegu: Mr, Speaket, Sir while op posing
the no-confidence motion moved by Shri Bhattacherjee, I
want to make few observations. Mr. Narzary, while speaking,
his speech shouted at the top of his voice ...... (interruption

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Pegu, your time is 10 minutes.

Mr. Malchandra Pegu: He shouted in order to make
us convinced at his statement. In the initial stage of his speech,
he said that no section of the people in this state was
satisfied by fhe administration of the present government.
But I may bring to his notice that 999 of the people. in
the State arec satisfied with the administration of the present
government, especially the plains tribals are satisfied with
the present progressive policies of the government. While
tribal people by the major tribal areas are highly satisfied
with the present administration of the government, why a
few section of the people in the Kokrajhat area are dis-
satisfied with the present government is 2 matter to be
pondered. What has made them to be dissatisfied ? Who
is responsible for thaty Who has made them to be dis-

——"
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éutisﬁed? It is the PTCA of which Mr. Narzary is the
‘Secretary bas made these péople dissatified. These ignorant
psopie_ have been made to go against the government.
'Nt)'w,"whoi is responsible for getting the Police posted
there p It is Mr. Narzary and it is he who is responsible
for getting the Police posted there by his action and as
such that '-:esponsibiity must be borne by him. it 18 he, 'who
is to bring back peace in the disturbed area ; it is not the
government but it is he who is responsible for creating
troubles there, and it is he who is responsible for bringing
back peace there. I would request Shri Narzary to bring
back peace there instead of aggravating troubles there. He
should rather go back and make propaganda amongst the
tribals there that the present f:_olicies of the government
are - for the welfare . of the -Tribal people. and if they
co-operate with the government, they ca'n come to the level
of the other sections of the people in respect of development.
But if they make agitétion against the government, they may
lag far behind than, the rest of the other people. I would
.requtst Mr. Narzary to go back to those Kokrajhat and tell
the people that. the gdvernment is. not against them. in
view of the fact that. the major sections of the teibal people
of the plains tribals area are not against the present govern-
mént and their present progressive policies, there is no
‘reason why a few section of the tribal people at Kokrajhar
'Ei.r'ea are to remain dissatisfied and why will not adopt the
tpr_ese.nt policies of the government. So far as I know, the
trouble there is mainly due to the fact that those non-
Bodo students who do not like to learn Bodo language are
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not allowed to go to the schools. Those non-Bodo students
who liked to answer the questions in Assamese, they were
not allowed to sit in their examination Hall. Why the
Police have to be posted therey In the other Tribal areas,
the Police are not posted. But why in that area, the Police
are to go¢ They are to go there to preserve and maintain
peace and tranquility amongst the people who were terrorised
by the PTCA workers. For their good, the Police are there
and not for any other purpose. So, my fiiend should not
misunderstand that the Police are there in order to create
troubles and terror amongst the people; they are there to

help the people to live their normal life.

Not only that those Congress workers who are against
the policies of the P.T.C. are also being harassed by them
and have been boy cotted from their society. So, it is not
the Congress workers who are harassing the people ; it is
the P.T.C. workers who are harassing them. The Congress
workers are finding it difficult to work there because of the
harassment. Even Minister WBC who belongs to Kokrajhar
was harassed recently while he had been to his home at
Kokrajhar. My friend, I think, has been trying his
level best to hoodwink the people by saying that it is not
the P.T. C. but it is the Govt. and the Congress work-
ers who are giving harassment to the people, Moreover,
the statement by him in this House is not supported
by almost all the Tribal members of this House, Sir,
regarding the employment, T am to say that Mr. Bhattacharjee
has spoken about unemployment to the Assamese boys and

A
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girls in the departments which are under the Central Govt.
and over which the state Government has no control. He has
no courage to say that the present Govt. bas not given any
employment in the departments under them. He has not given
the accounts; he has given accounts of those departments over
which the present Govt. have ne control. So, Sir, he has
sidetracked all these. Shri Dulal Chardra Khaund has spoken
one thing that the present progressive policies were adopted
after the Congress was split in the year 1968 and that the
Congress had been falling in line will the progressive

polictchis of the Commininist Party.

But that is not the case the present progessive polices
ware adopted by his Congress since after Congress was born
and hence the question of falling in line with CPILin the
matter of adopting progressive policis dose not aise.

So, I think, he was very much busy going through the
books written on Communismi. He might not have read
books on Congressiosm.

( Laughter )

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed ; May I know from the Hon’ble
Member what type of Congressim he means?

( Noise )

Is it lubricated Congress? May I know from the Hon’-

ble Member, what type of Congress he is speaking about.
{ Noise )

Shri Malchandra Pegu: 1 mean the ideals of the Con-
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gress. Mr. Khaund had not read books written on Congiess
deals. So he tried to misguide the House by sayirg it is

[

the present Congress Govt. ‘which has been following the
principles of Communist paity. %

Sir, regarding suspension of GO\L officers Mr. Bhatta-
charjee said ihat even when there is a pxm*a " facie case,
officers should not be placed undu suspension.

Shri G. S. BhaLt[l(,’ial'_]Eé"Z Who said so" I said just

the contrary. I said that officers should be SU“J\.,I"L!C\_. unly

if there is a pr rima facie case against him.
Mr. Bhattacharjya said that govt delayed in subnuttmg

charge sheets after the govt. servants were placed under
suspension. What does Mr. Bhattacharjya mean by the
words “Charge - sheets” is not understood. by me. In the
departmental procedings no charge sheets are to be submitted;
but only the Police cases the question of submitting charge
sheets. arise. . Although I am a junior lawyer I am to. teach
Mr. Bhattaché.rjya who is quite a senior, Jawyer as to in which
case charge sheets are to be submitted.
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@3 Pleodl @A WAIGR Ao eI AE A a1z @
SN AR T OfFl SMET |
o3 IF—=ms @EE e “What Bengal - thinks today

India thinks it tomorrow”. w5 =GR dstfesE  FTHETIQ
=iasifs o wEe 23 what Assam thinks. today, India thinks

it tomorrow’’.

* : * : "

~Mr.Speaker : wsfd Fifetsr @3— Order, order. "It s

4 P. M. The House will rise:ifor half-an-houi - tea break.

I request the hon’ble members, Members of the Press, Official

Reporters and the Officers who:have come in connection with

Assembly: work to go to Room No. 1 for tea. anad o
The. House stands adjourned.till 4-30. P, M.

PRIV ILEGE MOTION

After Tea ',Break

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kauli : Sir, I beg to seek permission
of thc Hon’ble Speaker for a Privilege Motion against Shii
Md. Tdris, Minister in charge of Electsicity and Power for
committing breach of Privilege of the House by making an
incorract atatement wilfully, deliberately and knowingly when
on 28th Maich, 1973 while giving a statement under Rule
69 (i) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Assembly relating to (i) Indian Electricity
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(Assam Amendment) Bill, 1973 and (ii) Tinsukia and
Dibrugarh ' Electric Supply undertakings (Aequisition) Bill,
1973 the said: Minister misled the House by deliberately
obstructing the Members from taking an objective view
and making a correct appraisal of the situation. This was
a clear contempt of the House. The said Minister is thus
guilty of a grave contecpt of the House for the following :

(i) The Minister stated that the reason, intrralia, which
necessitated the taking over of the Tinsukia Electric Supply
was that its Electricity Tarriffrates were higher than those
of the A.S.E.B. The House was given to understand that
after taking over, the citizens of Tinsukia would enjoy the
same benefits of Tariff rates of the A.S.E.B. as other areas
of the State. But even after the taking over, the old higher
Tates are continuing. The Minister knew at the time of
making the statement that he was giving false hopes.

(i) The instruction/sanction of the President of India
was given for the Draft Ordinancé on 23rd August, 1972.
The next session of Assembly started from the 19th September,
1972. Till then the Ordinance was not promulgated. No
bill was brought before the Legislature though its Session
continued up till 25th September, 1972 and though the Mini-
Ster had everything ready for its introduction. But just after

two days, that is, on 27 th September, 1972 the Ordinance.

was promulgated. This was a deliberate and serious erosion
on the rights and functions of the Legislature and a
serious breach of its privilege.

(iii) At the time of making the Statement, the Minister
was aware of the fact that there was a case pending in
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the Gauhatl High Court ( Civil Rule No. 626/70 ) regarding
tarlﬂ'dlspute among the Tinsukia Licensee, the A.S.E. B.
a_md the Governmgnt While the Minister referred to the
Supreme Court case, he deliberately suppressed all infor-
mationsl from the House regarding this relevant and vital
Civil Rule.

(iv) Estimated financial involvement in the event. of
taking over was fully known to and at the disposal of
the Minister at the time of giving the statement, but he
deliberately gave the incorrect statement that he had no
detailed information.

(v) Facts regarding statutory Notice as contemplated
under section 6 of the Indian Electricity Act, 1970 which
were in possession of the Minister at the time of making
the Statement were deliberately withheld by him from the
House. Full information in this regard was necessary for
the House to consider whether the Extra-ordinary measure
of Ordinance was at all called for. By withholding these
informations which were at his disposal and which he was
bound to place before the House, the Minister committed
a contempt of the House and obstructed the House from
discharging its functions and thus he committed breach of
Privilege of the House. In this connection I refer to page
252 of Kaul’s Practice and Procedure of parliament where
it has been stated as follows: “A breach of privilegecan
arise only when the member or Minister makes a false
statement or an incorrect statement wilfully, deliberately
and knowingly. In the House of Commons, U. K. when
it was found out that Mr. John Profumo, the Secretary
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of State for War, had deliberately made an untrue state-
ment in the House, he was adjudged guilty of a grave
contempt of the House and a motion was adopted recor-
ding the censure of the House. Sir, T beg also to say
that the House of Commons have always been taking a
serious view of such matters. In United Kingdom in the
House of Commons when the Secretary of State for War
Mr. John Profumo made a false or incorrect etafément on
the floor of the House he was cens_ured by the House
and had to resign. ' s ‘

1 commend that the matter may please be referred to
the Committee of privileges for exammatlon and report and
consequent action. >

Shri Dulal Chandra B'u*ua Sir, in_ support of the
Pr1v11ege MOUOI] I want to. submit only a few thmgs to
show in what way this become a contempt of the House.
In this connection, Sir, I quote May’s Parliamentary Prac-
tice— page 109, where in it is stated . under the headmg,
“Contempt | in Ge eneral” “It would be vain to attempt an
enumeration of every act which might be construed into a
contempt, the power to punish for contempt being in its
nature discretionary. Certain principles may, however, be
collected from the journals which will serve as general
declarations of the law of Parliament, It may be stated
generally that . any act or omission which obstructs or
impedes . either House of Parliament in the performance of
its functions, or which obstructs or impedes any member or
officer of such House in the discharge of his duty, or which
has a tendency, directly or indirectly, to produce such
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results may be treated as a contempt even though  there
is no precedent of the offence.” :

Sir, in this connection, the Ministgr by knowing fully
well the implications of his statement before the House on
a very important matter he has not given full information
to. the House, rather he suppressed the information to the
House resulting in great chaos in Tinsukia in the matter
of electric supply. Moreover, now the people are suffering.
Therefore, Sir, it is a clear case of breach of privilege.
In this connection I would also refer to page 234 of the
Kaul’s Parliamentary Practise where in it is stated under
the heading ‘“Misconduct in the presence of the House or
Committees there of ’— “‘Dispespect to the House collecti-
vely is the original and fundamental form of breach of
Privilege, and almost all breaches can be reduced to it.
Any misconduct in the presence of the House or a Commi-
ttee thereof, whether by members of Parliament or by
members of the public who have been admitted to the
galleries of the House or to sittings of Committees as
witnesses, will constitute a contempt of the House, Such
his conduct may be defined as a disorderly, contumacious,
disrespectful or contemptuous behaviour in the presence of
the House.” |

Sir, when a Minister gives a reply to a question or
makes a statement arising out of a discussion he has to
make it under certain rules and procedure and conduct of
business of the House. On this basis the Minister has
given a statement and his statement............ was a policy
statement, or a Government decision which will have
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affect economically, socially and politically outside the House.
Therefore, the Minister ought to have been very -careful
about the consequences of his statement. He has gi'vén a
wrong statement and there by he has shown disrespéct to
the House. Refusal by a witness to answer any question
put by a Committee is a breach of privilege. Sir,_‘we had
given notice with your permission to get information. In
his reply the Minister ought to have given correct infor-
mation to the Housé, but he had mnot done so. He is
denying the rights and privileges of the House. There by
he has committed breach of the House. Refusal to pi'oduce
documents in his possession also amount to breach of privi-
lege. We do not have "documeénts in our -poss”e‘s‘sion. It is
the Minister who is to give us correct information because
he is the custodian of all the documents. Our whole purpbse
of raising such a discussion is just to get information on
matters public importance. By knowing fully well that the
dqcuménts were made available and knowing about the
future implication of the matter he did not given the real
information. By doing so he has committed breach of
privilegé. Apart from that he has given false evidence
there by misleading the House. This matter took ‘place in
1972. 1t would have been welcome by the House if he
would have given a correct statement later on. They were
sitting over the matter for years together and till today no
correction has been made. Thereby he is trying to deny
the rights and privileges granted by the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business, Disobedience of the order of
the House or Committee amounts to privilege. In this case
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an item was placed in the order papers and on that
item the Minister was to give a statement. We the Msmbers
were summoend under your able guidance and what-.
eve. we discuss it is under your orders. We are to
gét information from the Minister. The Minister willfully
su-rpres'sed facts not only from us but from you also there-
by he has committed breach of privilege. We can very well

‘wterm the action of the Minister as tampring with documents

or . forging documents. It is a breach of privilege to present
false or forged documents to the House with a view to
deceive the House. The Minister’s statement was self-con-
tradictbry. He wanted to willfully mislead. the House and
deceive the House, Therefore, he has committed breach of
privilege. Sir, you once told that sometimes you cannot
force to give all the information. When a statement is
made by the Miriistér it must be a correct statement, but
the 'statement made by the Minister was a wrong statement.
It was to mislead the House, and, therefore, 1 feel that
it is a fit case to be referred and the result may be given

within one month.

Mr..Speaker : You are basing a complaint on a state-
ment made in the March session. Why could you not bring
if. . earlier. ;. .

Shri: Dulal Chandra Barua :  Sir, we are availing the
carliest. opportunity. We had to verify facts and we had' to
examine - the legal and other aspects.

Mr. ‘Speaker ¥ T ‘shall decide it later or.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliaraentary Affairs ) :
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Sir, the allegations which the Hon’ble mover has brought
supported by Shri Barua are very serious, no doubt, and
it will be a clear violation of rules and a clear commi-
ssion of breach of privilege, if these are found true but
the point is that, the statement that had been made by
the Minister cannot be construed to be misleading the House
or supressing of facts or will full misrepresentation of facts.
Before I come to my own case I would like to explain
the implication of the two rulings cited by the Hon’ble
Members of the other side. The ruling at page 252 says
“If any statement is made on the floor of the House by
a member or Minister which another member believes to
be untrue, incomplete or incorrect, it does not constitute
a breach of privilege.” :

In the next para of the same page of the same book it
has been stated “Incorrect statements made by a Minister
cannot make any basis for a breach of privilege. Tt is only
a deliberate lie, if it can be substantiated, that would cer-
tainly bring the offence within the meaning of a breach
of privilege.” So the point is whether the statement, made
by the Minister is a deliberate lie or not. Another alle-
gation made by hon’ble Shri Barua is that the Minister
had in his possession some document which he did
not produce and he has quoted page 235. But this
ruling is with reference to some typical case of mis-
conduct on the part of strangers and witnesses in the
presence of the House or Committees thereof, which have
been treated as constituting contempt of the House.
So, this is not at all relevant, Sir. In short I like to
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place my. case. The allegation brought by the hon’ble
member, are five in numbers : first, the Minister stated
that the reason, inter-alia, which necessitated the taking over
of Tinsukia Electric Supply was that its. electricity tarriff rates
were higher than those of the A.S.E.B. The House was
given to understand that after taking over, the citizens of
Tinsukia would enjoy the same benifit of tarrif rates of the
State. But even after the taking over, the old higher rates
are continuing. The Minister knew at the time of making
the statement that he was giving false hopes. But I like to
submit that the Minister did not give any hope. If we go
through the statement he gave under rule 69 (1) we will
find that he has never given any hope that this is the reason
of taking over and after taking the tariff rate will be decrea-
sed. He has given in his statement three main reasons—
one is due to inadequate and irregular supply of power by
these companies and the other :— due to meagre generation
of this company. They used to purchase bulk power from
the A.S.E.B. and sell it at higher rate to the people and the
third reason is under = Article 39 (b), Directive Principles,
that in the interest of the people such concern should be taken
over for equal distribution of benefits to the people. Now
Sir, here in the statement— let me read out the statement,
second para of his statement under rule 69 (1) which says
when an ordinance is promulgated, at the earliest. oppor-
tunity the Minister concerned should place the copy of the
ordinance along with the substituting Bill of the ordi-

nance justifying the promulgation of the ordinance—
second para of his statement, “On the other hand it was
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neeessary to acquire these undertak‘ings in the public interest.
Many complaints were received about inadequate and irre-
gular supply of electricity by these Companies. Their own
poWér generation being meagre, these Companies were acting
as middlemen in respsct of substantial quantities of eleetri-
cal energy which they merely purchased in bulk from the
Assam State Electricity Board and sold at a profit to con-
sumers. The Dibrugarh Company supplied only D.C, power,
which is obsolete and hsnce hampers industrial growth,
while the electiicity traiff rates of the Tinsukia Co. were
higher than those of the Assam State Elzctricity Board.
Thus the management of electricity supply undertakings at
Tinsukia and Dibrugarh by -these Companies was not in
the public interest. Further, it was also necessary to acquire
these undertaikings for implementing the Directive Principle
of State Policy as enunciated in Article 39(b) of the Cons-
titution, in the vital field of electricity which is a public
utility, and for promoting co-ordinated, efficient and econo-
mical development of generation, supply and distribution
of electricity in the State. “So, Sir, in the statement he has
not given any false hope that after taking over the manage-
ment the tariff rate will be decreased. So, it appears that
the hon’ble member could not substantiate the first allegation
which he has brought against the hon’ble Minister.
Now, Sir, I have aiready stated three reasons for taking
over these concerns but after taking over by the Govt.

both the concerns went to Supreme Court and have

instituted case in the Supreme Court, probably under
Article 32 challenging the acquisition of these two
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managements by the Govt. So, when the case is still pen-
ding in the Supreme Court, even if the Govt. desires to
decrease the tariff rate, at this stage when a case is pending
in the Supreme Court the govt should not do it and status
quo should be maintained. That is why at present in view
of the case pending before the Supreme Court about this
take over, it has been considered necessary to maintain the
separate identity of the Tinsukia undertaking by maintaining
the status quo ante, as far as possible. Hence the question

of revision of tariff will have to be considered in due course
along with the question of complete merger of this unit

with  A.S.E.B. Even if the Govt. had the intention “to
decrease the rate at this stage they cannot do anything
about tariff rate; status quo must be maintained. The
second allegation is regarding promulgation of ordinance.
It is alleged that the Minister got the sanction of the draft
ordinance from the President only two or three days prior
to the holding of the session but in that session the
Minister did not place the ordinance or did not bring the
Bill in the session nor he promulgated the ordinance before
the holding of the session. Just after the session the Mini-
ster promulgated the ordinance. But I would like to submit,
Sir, there is nothing wrong. If the Minister has violated
any provision of the Constitution the hon’ble member has
got the right to bring a motion disapproving the ordinance,

but the hon’ble member did not invoke the prescribed rule
for 'disapproving this ordinance. For disapproving the ordi-

nance the hon’ble member could have invoked rule 68.”
As soon as possible after the Governor has promu-



102 Privilege Motion 4th Dec.

lgated an ordinance under clause (1) of Article 213 of the
Constitution printed copies of such ordinance shal! be made
available to the members of the Assembly. Within six
weeks from the re-assembly of the Assembly, any member
may, after giving three clear days’ notice to the Secretary,
move a resolution disapproving the ordinance.

Sir, at the time of making the statement the Minister
was aware of the fact that there was a case pending in

| the Gauhati High Court with regard to the tariff rate
 between the Tinsukia Licence and the Assam State Electri-

city Board but this has got no connection whatsoever with
taking over the management by the Govt.. As the concern-
ing management has challenged the taking over by the Govt.
in the Supreme Court and which is still pending. and that
i1s why Minister concerned has mentioned it in the statement
under rule 69 (1) to justify the necessity of promulgation
of the Ordinance. The Supreme Court case is pending and
the case is with regard to the challange for taking over
of the management by the Govt. that is why in the state-
ment it was necessary to mantion, and the case which is
pending in the High Court regarding tariff rate that is
not at all necessary to mention in the statement. The fourth
allegation is very peculiar. Sir, to me atleast. It has been
stated that the estimated financial involvement in the event
of taking over was fully known to and at the disposal of
the Minister at the time of giving the statement. He gave
the incorrect statement that he had a0 detailed information.
But I did not find that Minister has given any wrong
statement and he said that he has no detailed information.
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In the whole statement which has been given by the Minister
under Rule 69(1) this allesed statement is nowhere found.
Rather I should say that the allegation brought bv the
Hon’ble member is totaly incorrect. Hence the allegation
number four also falls through. The last allegation is about
the facts regarding statutory Notice as contemplated under
section 6 of the Indian Electricity Act, which was alleged
to be in possession of the Minister at the time of making
the statement and which was deliberately withheld by him
from the house. Sir, here I like to refer to section 3 of the
Ordinance which was placed in the house. The Ordinance
Section 3 (2) “any notice given under any of the provisions
of the Electricity Act or the Electricity Supply Act to the
Licensee for the purchase of the undertaking and in pursu-
ance of which notice the undertaking has not been pur-
chased before the commencement of this ordinance, shall
lapse and be of no effect.” It is true when notice was
issued to the management and theer was correspondences
going on for purchase of the management, but when these
ordinances was promulgated, these sections was incorporated,
so that a copy of notice issued earlier for purchage of
management is of no effect. So these = ordinances. The
Hon’ble Minister, power which giving his statement under rule
69(1), did not mislead or misrepresent faets in the House,
Lastly, Sir, let me come to Constitutional and legal point
regarding the admissibility and non-admissibility of this
motion. Sir, to be Breach of Privilege it must have one
specific matter and that too of recent occurrence. Whether
this motion which has been sought to be moved today



104 Privilege Motion 4th Dec.

and a notice of breach of privilege has been delivered to
your Secretary on the 26th November is of a recent occur-
rence and‘urgent. In thls respect, [ like to quote a ruling,
- what recent actually ‘means. Page 258 of Practice and
:Pl'oéedure of Parliament by Kaul. The question ,shall'l.)e
 restricted to a specific matter of recent OCCL{rrenCE. “In Lok
Sabha while Speaker was giving his ruling on August

17, 1966, on a question of privilege | wgainét the Minister

of Food and Agriculture, the Speakcr had obsewed :S’o
fm as this privilege is concemed it is of the utmost lmpor-
tance that the notice must be glven 1mmedlately, at the
1very first opportunity ; a delay of ome day or two days
].has been held to be fatal tc_: ‘__the entertainment, of any
. notice of breach of privilege.

i

. .So, Sir, the statement was made sometime on 28th
March/73 8 months have . passed. Sir, 1 say: that the
 life _of this, motion is dead and gonme. . Now, in the mean-
. time, one session -is already over— I mean— the June/
 July session is sover. .. This session | started  from 21st, and
, the hon’ble member has given notice of fhe privilege- motion

yon the 26th and moving today: ( 4th December ). - Wheéther:

1 this can besaid as urgent, immediate and of recent occurrence
« bileaveit to you, Sir, to décide.
As such T pray that this may be’ Yejected.

 ShritG. 'S, Bhattac‘herjee Sir,

| I would like to make a
little Conmbutlon in the

discussion so that it may help

you to give your ruling. As has been correctly stated by‘

the hon’ble Minister for Parhamentarv

Affairs, the statement

¢

-
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was urider Rule-69 6f the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of  Business of this House pertaining to a Bill which was
moved in the last Budget Session. “At the time of bringing
the Bill, two memoranda are indispensible ; one is a memo-
randum on subordinate legislation, and the other is' the
financial memorandum. To have details on these two aspects
is a’'matter of right and - duty for this House. So far as
the financial "'memorandum in this “Bill is concerned, the
Minister said that he had no information. Now, the hon’
ble member has shown that he had information; he willfully
and deliberately suppressed this information in order to deprive
the House of giving the members the opportunity to see
whether ‘theré was financial involvement is'justified, because
i the Bill itself where' the statement'of objects “dnd reasons
are given, just below that statement with regard to subordi-
nate legislatiori, tHe findncial memorandum was given. Then
the Ministef has correctly stated that there was/two reasons

shown by the lion’ble Minister inchargé of Electricity as to
why this Eiectricity concern should be taken over by the

State. One reason was that the supply by the: private  con-
cern was inadequate and irregular. The second reason was
that  of the-electricity tariff charged by that private concern
was higher than that of the AssamState Electricity Board.
Thus the management of the electticity run at Tinsukia and
Dibrugarh by this Company was not in the public interest;

and 'the third reason was that the directive principles of
the State Policy wanted that these concerns should be run

by the State. So far as the second point is concerned,.....
that was very vital, so far as the people are concerned.
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One of the reasons shown by the Minister for taking over
the Company. was that their rate is higher .than the prevalent
rate of the. Assam State Electricity Board. What is the
implication ¢, The implication is that in order to bring it
to the level of the Assam State Electricity Board, it-should
betaken over by the Assam State Electricity Board. But then,
after taking it over,: the hon’ble = Member’s complaint is
while rat the time of taking over, you said that this 'was
not ‘the case ; after taking, over, you are charging more ;
you are charging more from the peoplein respect- of both
the domestic . consumption and industrial consumption ; the
rate is higher than that of the Assam State Electricity Board
and as high "as theiprivate capitalist’s - rate, At that time,
serious thing had  been .said and, that | thing is: that: the
hon’ble Law Minister has referred to the Supreme Court
and said that the status quo  ante was to be maintained by
the: Government and that the Government was compelled to
maintain the staus quo ante. ‘Why ? Was there any stay
order passed by the Supreme Court 9 No. The ' Supreme
Court did not pass any - stay order, and 'therefore, the
Government had no obligation to keep the higher rate.
The ‘government, as per this statement, ought to have made
the ‘rate ‘at par with the rate of the Assam State Eelectri-
city Board. Therefore, by saying  that simply because a
case is pending in the Supreme Court or. High Court,
when ‘there is no stay order, nobody can swear in the name
of that case that they want to reap from the people higher
amount of money. The ‘case is there and it may be kept
pending for years together. What would happen to the
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poor people of Tinsukia when the Minister bhas said in
the last paragraph'that as a ' measure of progressive and
socialist measure, the Government have full confidence that
these progressive and -socialist measures would have full
support of the people. l

This can be progressive only if the rate, if not lower
than the existing rate of the Assam State Electricity Boaid,
is atleast of that level. By charging higher, it cannot be
said if they are progressive or it cannot be said if ‘they are
socialistic. The pertinent ciuesticjn js— ", and you were
pleased to have elucidation as to how was it that this matt-
er has been taken up by the hon’ble member now, and why
not earlier] Sir, the reason is very simple. Tt is only now
that numerous telegrams from the citizens of Tinsukia are
pouring in. We do mnot' say that these are coming only
from the citizens belonging to’ the Congress party and there-
fore it becomes. socialistic. *The 'citizens' of Tinsukia inclu-
ding Congress and non-Congress— all are clamouring, because
after all, they are to pay higher rate for electricity than
the rest of Assam, -and because this been brought to the
information of the horn’ble member and therefore the hon’-
ble member made an enquiry as to how could this happen.
When he made that enquiry, he could find that the Minis-
ter ‘deliberately gave false or incorrect information to the
House and ‘made the House believe by his last appeal
that this'was the ''socialist and progressive measure, and
that there was nothing to worry. Without discussion, the
House agreed to it. When it is sciutinized it is found that

it ‘is neither socialistic mnor progressive ; it is a measure
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whereby higher. rate: of electricity is charged to the people.
Because he has come to know about it now, he is rather glad.
In;this connectign, the -hon’ble, Minister has, referred to .a
statement ofthe  Food. Minister: of the Government of India
in the Parliament ; that was entirely in a. different, context.
While giving: his ruling on the particular question, it~ was
said by the hon’ble Speaker. of the Lok Sobha— ‘so :far as
this, privilege motion is.. concerned, this was applicable’.
This was “not applicable in general purposes.. So.far as this
privilege motion is concerned, it is of utmost importance.
So, from case to case the interpretation -of _‘recent’ varles
In some cases, ‘recent’ may mean few hours and. in some cases,
few days.and .in some cases, it may.mean few months. In
this case, Sir, you are to see whether this delay on the part
of the hon’ble member has been inordinate ; if it is inordi-
nate, naturally, it will defeat, the justicei- -If under the facts
and circumstances, it is not inordinate, then, of course, the
matter being so serious and it has come not just in an extem-
pore speech but as well calculated wrong statement from

the Minister, this cannot be taken up seriously, because the
grounds have been stated very. clearly. If the hon’ble Minis-

ter was aware of the fact that with regard to tariff, which
is the vital matter, whether  the - tariff should be of the
Assam State Electricity , Board’s rate or hlgher or lower,
on this matter why this was not mentioned in the - House.
Either .the Minister did not know or if it was.known to
him, this was not mentioned in the House. - But this sort
of opinion given at that stage: justifying the higher rate of
of .tariff for people than the rate of Assam Electricity Board
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on the ground of having a- case being kept pending in
the Supreme Court cannot be accepted. In:view . of the
fact that the hon’ble Law, Minister ‘while mentioning these
3 reasons;: he. just overlooked or: skipped over the second
vital matter ;; that .is, the question of tariff, rate and, it has
concerned the entire population covered by the Tinsukia
Electricity Company. Theie are  thousands and thousands
of people, and in ,their interest, this is a matter which may
be taken up for closer scrutiny.

S_hri Md. Idris ( Minister Power ): My:- collegue, Law
Minister and  Parliamentary Minister has dealt with the
allegations which are brought against me. I have nothing
to add.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs %
On a point of clarification, I want to say that itis a mis-
understanding because I have already stated while stating
the reason for mentioning the case pending in. the Suprme
Court. Although it was mentioned Speciﬁcal]y in_the state-
ment and 'aqs such no opportunity was given. The intenti-
oh of the Govt. is that the rate should be uniform every-
whe_ré. But at this moment, it is not possible to decrease
the rate because the case is pending in the Supreme Court.
Now, Sir, if the Supréme Court passes a judgement against
the Govt. then we ha__{fe to return the whole concern to
the management. That is why separate identity has been
kept and separate accounts have been maintained and stat-
us quo has also been maintained. One point Mr. Bhattacharjee
raised is that there was no stay order passed by the Supreme
Court. That is correct. But, Sir, to. be on the safe side—
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and that is also the usual procedure in all Govt. cases.
If' any case is filed in any Court against the Govt., generaly
status quo is maintained by the Govt.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if you
allow me then with your permission'T can add something.

: (interruption )

Mr. Speaker : You state briefly.

Shri Dulal Chandra Borua: The Minister has stated
just now that the case was pending in the Supreme Court.
That thing ought to have been informed to the House by
the Minister at that time. Secondly, he stated that status quo
is' being maintained. If it is so then why 50% more has
been taken from the people.

Mr. Speaker : I reserve the ruling in the matter.
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Mr. Speaker: The motion is that the House do now
take into consideration the 17th Report of the Committee
of Privileges relating to the complaint of breach of privi-
leges against Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha, Minister,

Assam
by Shri Dulal Chandra Barua, M.L.A. :
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".( Motion for consideration is passed )

Item No. 3 (b)

-Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli: Sir, I' beg to move that
this: House do agree with the recommendation contained’ in
the 17th Report; of the Commitiee of Privileges.

Mr. Speaker :1 The ‘motion moved is ' that this ~House
do agree with thé recommendation contained in the 17th
report” of the Committee of Privileges.

_ { motion is passed )
Item No. 3 (c)

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli: Sir, I beg to move that
while agreeing with recommendations of 17th Report of the
Committee of Privileges relating to the complaint of breach
of privileges against Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha, Minister,
Assam by Shri Dulal Chandra Barva, M.L.A.; the House
resolves that Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha, Minister, Assam
be called to the Bar of the House and be reprimanded
for committing breach of privileges of the House.

Mr. Speaker: The motion moved isthat while agree-
ing with the recommendations of the 17 th Report of the
Committee of privileges relating to the complaint of breach
of privileges against Shri Mohitosh Purkéyastha, Minister
Assam by Shri Dulal ‘Chandrd Barua, M.L.A.; the House
resolves sthat Shri- Mohitosh- Purkayastha, Minister, Assam
be called: to the Bar of the House and be reprimanded
for committing breach of privileges ‘of the House.

{The motion is adopted )
» Mr. Speaker: There is a procedure of serving notice
to the Member who isto be reprimanded. Notice, accor-
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ding tc rules, has to;be served by the Marshall of the
House. If Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha would have been in
Assam, it would, perhaps, be possible for him to appear
but'as he is not in Assam it will not be possible for him
to appear during this Session. As he isiin Delhi it is not
possible to serve him notice. The House may agree to take
up the matter in the next Session of the Assembly. Of
course, I shall try to serve notice to him but I think, it
may not, perhaps, be possible. In that case the matter
may be brought during the next Session of the Assembly.
( Voices5—“Yes”, “Yeg” )
Shri Dulal Ch. Barua: Whether he has left Assam

with intimation to you.
Mr. Speaker : No.

CALLING ATTENTION

Shrimati Pranita Talukdar : Mr. Speaker, Sir, under
rule 54 of the Rules of procedure and Conduct of Busi-
ness in  Assam  Legislative Assemtly,

, I beg to call the
attention of the Minister,

. SUPPly to the news item appear-
Ing in the Dainik Asom dated 23 rd October, 1973, under

the caption ‘Bartaman Khadya' matrg Kalgach’.
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Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) Sir, I received this notice
only yesterday at 4.00 o’clock in the afternoon, the notice

that the hon’ble Member wants to raise a discussion under
rule 301.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : This he should have stated
earlier.

Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ). .1 wanted to hear from
the hon’ble Member his point of view, so that 1 could
see if 1 could give the reply from my memory.

Sir, I have also seen in the newspaper Assam Express
of yesterday. Now, Sir, if I could collect the full materials
surely 1 will give my observation and views in this regard.
But then, Sir, the ensuing Panchayat election under the new
Act has created a great enthusiasm amongst people in the
whole of the State and naturally people have got every
right, whether political organisation or non-political to give
constructive suggestion to the Govt. - It is not that any
political organisation has decided in a particular political
manner and that it should be accepted by Govt. That is
not correct. Whatever be the “organisation, if the suggestion
is constructive and if the same ‘is for the greater “interest
of the people of Assam, then there is nothing objectionable
to accept it. If any suggestion comes from any quarter
and such suggestion aims at best interest of the people,
we will surely accept this, but Sir, I would like to point
out that Ihave only seenin the newspaper about the dis-
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cussion held in the meeting of the APCC. I have notas
yet- received any note from the APCC. Even if I-receive
the proceedings of the meeting, we have to get it examined
and -if it is found in the greater interest of all of usand
the people and actually helpful, Ido not think we should
have any objection to accept it.
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MATTER UNDER RULE 301

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Mr. Speaker, Sir, under
rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Busi-
ness in Assam Legislative Assembly, I want to raise a
matter of urgent public importance e.g. the Contractors’
Association of Jorhat launched and observed protest days
on 20th, 21st of November, 1973, in protest against the behav-
iour E & D Department in the matter of their payment. = Sir,
most probably you are aware of the fact that many petty
local contractors of not only Jorhat subdivision or Sibsagar
district but throughout the State of Assam have done their
work last year, but on this plea or that, Goverment failed
to make payment of their bills till today. While the policy
laid down is there to-encourage our young and local boys
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to ‘come  forward to take up works, it transpircs on the
other hand, we are in effect discouraging them by not mak-
ing payment in time. By doing so we are depriving these
young boys from taking up contract business in the State.
I do not understand, Sir, that in the matterrof taking up
any project, when sanction as per estimate submitted by
departmental heads is obtained and financial - concurrence
being also there, why there can be .any delay whatsover
in making payment. Since the sanction was there against
which aparticular work has been allotted to the contractors,

1 do not find any valid reason why payment could not
be made in time.

- Now, Sir, the new letter of credit system has been
introduced for controlling expenditure, but, Sir, the control
of expenditure should be made in such a way that payment
for such wqus which have actually been carried out by
the contractors is made in proper way. Therefore, it is of
great concern to the entire local contractors who are not
in a position td go in-for other works! without receiving
payment for works done earlier, becayse they are not capitalists.
By ‘considering all these ‘aspects of the matter, I would
request the hon’ble Minister to take prempt and appropriate
steps in this 'regard. . And I want to know ' from the Minister
concerned, B.F.C. and E & D, why regﬁlal payment could
not be made to the' contractors in spite of completion of
their works and what was the difficulty for the Goxernmont

not making regular payment and why no payment has been
made for the last two or three years,

|

3
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Shri Bishnu Prashad ( Minister of State ) :  Mr. Speaker
Sir, in a meeting held on 5.11.73. the Contractors Association
Jorhat passed a resolution to go for sit-in-strike from 20.11.73
unless their dues are paid within 20.11.73 and copy of the
resolutions was sent to Chairman, Brahmaputra Flood Con-
trol Commission which was received on 17.11.73. In order
to tide over the difficulties of the Contractors etc. Rs. 11.64
lakhs was allotted to the Executive Engineer, Jorhat E.&.D.
Division on 20.11.73. as below :

Plap. il Rs. 10.00 lakhs.
Non-plan...Rs.. 1.64 lakhs.
Total Rs. 11.64 lakhs.
In another meeting of the Association held on 21.11.73,
resolutions were passed, one asking for allotment of Rs. 5.00
lakhs for M. &. R. and F.D.R. works. Further Rs. 4.00
lakshs was allotted on 30.11.73. to the Executive Engineer,
Jorhat, E. & D. Division along with other Divisions to make
payment specially to the petty Contractors, Shramik Bahinis
etc.

The demand and allotments made to Jorhat E. & D.
Divisions during August to WNovember, 1973—74 are as
follows :—

Head Demand Allotment
100— Capital outlay Rs. 54.32 lakhs Rs. 19.50 lakhs

Plan
100-— Capital Outlay Rs. 13.89 lakhs Rs. 5.50 lakhs

Normal
44—J—NED Rs. 13.06 lakhs Rs. 6.48 lakhs



118 Matter Under Rule 301 4th Dec.

With the funds placed with the Executive Engineer,
Jorhat, E. & D. Division on 20.11.73 and 30.11,73 the hard-
ship experienced by the Contractors and Shramik Bahinis
will be considerably met. Instructions are also issued to
the Execuiive Engincer to make payment to the petty Con-
ractors and Shramik Bahinis only out of the funds placed
with them. Further funds will be placed on receipt from
Govt. of India. Sir, I would like to mention the circums-
tances under which there is delay in payment for original
plan works and flood damage repair works.

The requirement of fund for Brahmaputra Flood Con-
trol for plan schemes was gone into be the Govt. of India
in February, 1972, and in consultation with the Planning
Commission has fixed the ceiling expenditure at Rs. 29.45
crores during the fourth plan.

The Govt. of India wanted that this ceiling expendi-
ture of Rs. 29.45 crores on plan schemes is to be met
from State plan of Rs. 23.53 crores and from Central Loan

Assistance of Rs. 5.92 crores. The State Plan could, however,
provide Rs. 19.89 crores and of this the

left for 1973—74 is Rs. 0.89 crores,
loan assistance the Govt.
crores during 1970—71.

balance amount
Out of the promised
of India has released Rs. 1.70
Another loan assistance of Rs.
3.00 crores was assured for expenditure during 1971—72
and 1972—73 on reimbursement basis and of this Rs. 0.5

crores was released in 1971—72. The Govt. of India have

not however yet released the balance of loan assistance of

Rs. 2.50 crores which should normally have been available

o
L
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on expenditure of Rs.4.60 crores from the State’s plan
for 1972—73. Tke Govt. of India, is therefore pressed for
release of the assured loan assistance for Rs. 2.50 crores.
against works done in 1972—73 and continued upto the
beginning of 1973 flood season. The Govt. of India and
Planning Commission are -also moved to finalise the mode of
financing of 1973—74 annual plan as per discussion with
the Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission keeping 1in view
the ceiling expenditure fixed by them at Rs. 29.45 crores
and State’s inability to raise its plan. The Government of
India, is however, insisting that the State should provide
Rs. 4.33 crores in the States Plan duriug 1973—74 against
Rs. 0.69 crores as now provided for release of the balance
of Rs. 2.50 crores of loan assistance. The State is not in
a position to provide and this is under correspondences
with the Central Ministers by the Hon’ble Chief Minister
followed by the Minister of State. Sir, it is expected that
the claims will be settled soon on receipt of the assistance
from Govt. of India.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, my question
was very specific. Therefore, I want to know from the
Hon’ble Minister of State whether these works were allotted
by the Government without financial sanction ? If so, under
what authority these works were allowed to undertake by
the Executive Engineer ?

Shri Bishnu Prased ( Minister of State ): Sir, I have
already stated that Govt. of India was requested to provide
the funds.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I am not asking about
the financial assistance. My -question is very specific. 1
want to know how the works were allowed to undertake

without sanction. Unless there was fund, how the works
were allowed to start ?

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State ): Sir, these
were sanctioned by the Govt. of India. Sir, with the ins-
tructions of the Govt. India, ie., the Ministry of Irrigation
and Power, these works were undertaken with the expect-
ation that the funds wij] be forthcoming.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, without funds, how
works were started s

Mr. Speaker: He was telling that with the expectation
that the funds will be forthcoming, works were undertaken.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruya : Sir, this cannot be done.

Works cannot be started without funds according to
P.W.D. code.

~ Shri Bishnu Préshad ( Minister of State ) : Sir, only
sanctioned schemes were taken up.
Shri Dulal Chandia Barua: B

ut, sir, where was the
funds 5

Why the funds Were not made available earlier
before the works were undertaker 9

When funds were not
available, why

these “works were not stopped ?

Shri Bishnu Prashad ( Minister of State ): Sir, 1 have
already stated that these schemes were all Govt. of India’s
schemes and these works are of contj
are expecting that the funds will bs
WE cannot stop the work,

nuing nature. So, we
forthcoming. Thereforé,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : -Sir, there are financial
rules and regulations and according to the financial rules
and regulations works are to be started in conslutation with
the finance. $So, in these cases whether works were started

-in the concurrence with the finance ¢

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State): Sir, in view
of our difficulties, the Finance Depit. was requested  to
release more furds and the Finance Deptt. has agreed to

release some founds.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, there are questions
of financial ‘approval. = Whether these works were under-
taken with the approval of thé finance'y If it was not
obtained, then under what financial rules works were under-
taken for which these petty contractors are now subjected
to face a great financial hardships ¢

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State ): Sir, these
are not new schemes. These are schemes of continuing
nature.

Shri. Dulal Chandra Barua : But. whereis the money ¢

Shri.. Bishnu Prasad.  (.Minister of State ).. Sir, I have
already stated that these works were started on the expectation
that .funds would be coming.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, - when the financial
sanctions .were-issued -« : ‘

Shri Sarat Chandra ‘Sinha ( Chief “Minister )+ Sir, let
me explain - the -position. . -Here in these -cases, funds are
provided- by -the Govt, .of India -and all the schemes were
also  appreved: by them. Therefore, 4t is:also-expected that
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funds are forthcoming.' But in some cases, fui:ds do not
come in time 3ad hence ‘there was some dslay. But they
are ‘all sanctioned 'schemes and when the schemn.s aie san-
ctioned, you will appreciate, sir, naturally there will' be a
good deal of pressure that such' works “should bz staited
immediately." So, the works have been ctarted on'the exrec-
tation that funds will be forthcoming. But wheii the funds
do not comz in'time, then the troubles start. We  quite
apprceiat that the work should not have bzen started without
arranging furds.

Mt. Speaker &' Now next item.  How long will you take ?

Shri Nagen EBarua: 45 minuies,

Mr. Speaker : “Alright, the debate will close at 6°30 pm.
including theMinister’s reply.

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 50
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Mr Speaker : “Before I adjourn the House I have an
announcement to make. T have received a letter form Smti.
Satyabati Goswami, M.L.A. for Chaygaon constituency, for
leave of absence from the Assam Legislative Assembly. Her
application reads as follows :

“I beg to state that I shall not be able to atténd the
Winter Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly which will
bs" commencing from the 2lst November, 1973. ‘As you
might be aware 1 had come to the United Kindgom to
visit my daughter and her family along with the intention
of visiting and studying the political scene of the United
Kingdom and tHe continent’ of Europe. I was supposed to
be back in time for winter session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly. But due to some wunavoidable circumstances; I
have been theld up here. However, I shall be flying from
London on the 1st of December morning and shall be land-
ing at the - Delhi airport on- the 2nd December morning.
If Tram not held up in Delhi on my way back, then 1
might be able to attend the last few days of the session.

Under the circumstances, 1 shall be very much obliged
and greatful to you if you would kindly consider my case
and grant me leave of absence from the House for the

Winter seéssion of the Assam Legislative Assembly.
~ Thanking you.” :

I thmk the House will grant leave of absence as prayed
for in the application.

Is it the sense of the House that lea've\' 6f absleﬁ-ce be
granted to the Hon’ble Member ¢

gs
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( leave granted )

( The House rose at 6.35 p.m. and was adjourned till

10 2.m. on Wednesday the 5th December, 1973.

Sri P.D. Barua
Secretay

Dated
Legislative Assembly

Dispur the 4th Dec. 73



