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4 ~ Proceedings of the Fifth ' Session of the ASsam
Legislative Assembly Assembled after the Fifth
General Elections under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution
of “India ‘ :

Y
e
»

The Aséembly met at 10 a. m, in the Assembly
Chamber at Dispur, Gauhati on the 21st ToTe 1973.

PRESENT ¢

-

12 ( Twelve ) Ministers, 3 (Three) Ministers of State and

{
S Shri Ramesh Chahdra ‘Barua, B, L., Speaker, in the Chair,
3
i
| 80 ( Eighty )Members.

4

STARRED
Questions and Answers

( To which oral replies were given )

Re ¢ Assam State Road Transport Corporation

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked :

%248  Will the-Minister; Transport be pleased to state—

(8) Whether according to Road Transport Corporation Act
the balance sheet duly. audited by the Accountant
General Lis(ta) be rplaced ‘before the house  every year ?

(b) Whether ;such balance shegt;has, been plaged  before

thehouse  every year 7.




2 Questions 21 June

Shri Harendra Nath Talukar (Minister, Transport ) replied :

248. (a)—-Yes.

(b)—No.

Shri Probin Kr. Choudhury—Sir, may I know from the
Minister the relevant sections of the Act t

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Yes,
Sir, It is Section—33 of the Road Transport Corpor-
ation Act, 1950.

Shri Probin Kr. Choudhury—Sir, may I know the contents
of this Acty :

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Yes,
Sir. The Section—33 of the Act states, (1) The Co-
rporation shall maintain -proper account and -other
records and prepare an annual statement of account
including the profit and loss account and the balance
sheet in such forms as may be prescribed by the State
Government in consultation with the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India. (2) The accounts of a Co-
rporation shall be audited annually by the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India or his nominee and any
expenditure incurred by him in connection with such au-
dit shall bz payable by the Corporation to the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India, (3) The Comptroller and
Auditor General of India and any person appointed
by him in connection with the audit of the accounts
of a Corporation shall have the same rights, privileges
and authority in connection with such audit as the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India has in conn-
ection with the audit of the Government accounts and
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1973 Questions 3

in particular, shall have the right todemand. the pro-
duction of books, accounts, - conaec Vollchers fand
other. documents- and ; papers and to inspect any of
the. offices of -the. Corporation (4) The accounts of the
Corporation ascertified by the « Comptroller and. Au-
ditor General of India or any peison appointed by
him . in this behalf together! with the audit report the-
reon shall be forwarded: annually to the State Gover-
nment and ‘that Government® shall cause the same to
be laid before the: Legislature of the State, :

Shri- Probin=Kr. Choudhury—Sir,  may I“know! from the
Minister: whenthe ‘State Transport = Undertaking iwas
taken over by the Corporation.

Shri- Harendra: Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Sir,
I could not follow the question:

Shri Probin Kr. Choudhury—>Sir, may I know the exact
date when the State Transport Undertaking was taken
over by the Corporation ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education ) Sir,
that information is not with me now; the hon’ble
member knows better than me about this,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, whether it is incumbent
on the part of the Corporation to get the accounts of
the Corporation audited and placed before the House ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )}—Sir,
I have  alteady  replied  to this question in “printed
answer at (a)

Shri Dulal /Chandra -Barua—Sir, why that has not been

L.

done.
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Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )=—Sir
an enquiry committee has been instituted to go into this
matter and they will submit a report.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, what is the difficulty on
the part of the Corporation to get this audited and
place’ the report.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Sir,
the audit is going on and it is difficult to place the
Balance Sheet as the assets and liabilities of the Co-
rportion has not yet been finalised:

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Who  will finalise. these ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Sir,
there is a Committee constituted to decide about the
assets and liabilities of the Corporation and  they will
submit their report,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, I want to draw the att-
ention of the Chief Minister as to whether there is
any locus standi of such a Committee to 'look = into
the financial position of the Corporation ; the provis-
ions of the Act is very much clear and the report
of that,Committes i 'y not be accepted by the Audi-
tor & Comptroller Geueral . of India ; therefore it ig
the duty jof the Corpn., to rget its: accounts audited

~-by special audit ang place the financial statements before
the House,

Shri Harendra Nath Talukder ( Minister, Education )—Sir,
I have stated aboyt another Committee, i, e, Assess-
aent Committee ( in respect of studying the "assets and
liabilities of the Corporation ) and this Committee is
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| quite different from the Enquiry Committee;

‘ Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—That is also done by the

i Auditor and Comptroller General of India, and sepa-
rate Committee is not necessary.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Sir,
the Government decided to finalse the assets and lia-
bilites of the Corporation and the Assessment Committee
determine about this and they will submit their report and
only then we will know about its assets and liabilities:

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky—According to the provision
of Road Transport Act, the Corporation is to submit
its financial statements before the House annually ; now
the Minister has stated that they instituted a Committee
and their report is pending ; may: Inknow from the
Minister  whether this Committée was constituted  after
the Auditor ‘& Comptroller General of India has audi
ted their accounts.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education )}—Sir,
I have already stated that there was lapses on the part
of the Corporation and that is why an Enguiry Com-

p to go into the lapses of the. Corp-

R

mittee was set U

oration and the Govt. constituted a Cormittee to assess

the assets&liabilities of ' ‘the " Corporation and,. when

we will know about this, ‘wesshall:placei-the: balance .
Sieor - “Fhat s “the reason ‘for not ‘submitting" the bal-

ance sheet.

; . Atk l—Sir PR W i U T RS
Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Committee has not-

hing to do with the provisions of the Act; the Gov-
ernment has constituted a Committee to g0 into the
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irregularities and defalcation, cases, but why the Auditor
General has not . audited the account of the Corpor-
ation annually.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Sir
I have already. stated that the Auditor General 1S au-
diting the accounts but the. assets and liabilities ;f‘
the Corporation has not yet been finalised..

Shri -Premadhar’ Bora=lIn  compliance . with .the Act, the
House is to, know. jthe financial position of the Corpn,,
now will they place the balance sheet in future,

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )-—-Thét
we  are: doing.

Shri Dulal: Chandrai Barua—As per provisions of the Act,
after proper audit by the Auditor General, his report
is to be placed before  the House, Without taking
the approval of the House, how the Corporatiop ay-
thorities could remain silent on this particular issue -
whether the Government has taken approval of thé:
House.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education)—T coylg
not follow the question. _

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, the balance sheet hag not
yet been placed in the House. Sir, 'the -State Transport
Undertaking was taken over by the Corporation in
1970 and it is 1973 and is it not incumbent on the

part of the Corporation to submit the audited accoy-
nts to the House annually; under what circumstanceg
the House has been deprived of  its right to get the
accounts ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—Sir,
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I have already stated that we constituted a committee
to enquire into the lapses as to why this has not
been submitted to the Legislature.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—If such circumstances arose,
the Minister should have come before the House and
obtain extension of time; that has not been taken;
is it not irregular ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education }—Sir,
[ will examine this.

gmti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Corporation has vio-
jated the provisions-of the Act; they had to take the
approval of not only the Assam Assembly but also
the Meghalaya Assembly 3 whether it has done this.

Mr. Speaker—The Minister has already replied to this.
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Re : Shifting of Assam Secretariat

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkatak: asked :

#251. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government has decided to shift the Assam
Secretariat from Shillong to Gauhati ?

(b) If so, when and where all the Secretariat wings will
be accommodated j

(c) Whether accommodation ( residential ) has been arranged
for the 3rd grade and 4th grade employees of the
Secretariat at Dispur ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :

251. (a) & (b)-—Yes. The final shifting will, however,
depend on the completion of construction of the Sec-
retariat Blocks and the residential quarters at Dispur-
Campus.

(c)—The Master Plan for the temporary Capital provides
for a sizeable residential colony for giving maximum
possible accommodation for the staff specially of
the lower grade,

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Chief Minister said
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that the shifting of Capital depends upon the completion
of work of the Secretariat. May I know whether the
State P. W. D. has given any target or time when
they will be able to complete the work ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, ( Chief Minister ) We expect to
get it completed by October next.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Till then the Assam Secre-
tariat will function from Shillong and the Assembly
Secretariat from Gauhati, May I know from the Chief
Minister whether he will be able to give the total
expenditure on T. A. and D, A. of the officers?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, it is ob-
vicusly so. Some expenditure will have to be incurred
on T. A.&D. A. and that is unavoidable.

Shri Premadhar Bora—A great deal of public inconvenince
is experienced for non-shifting of the Capital ; so will
the Chief Minister shift the Capital as early as possi-
ble ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—It is true,
Sir, and we are trying to shift it within the time limit,
As a matler of fact some of the departments have alre-
ady been shifted; others are in the process of shifting
and the Secretariat will be shifted as soon as possible,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—The Chief Minister is aware
that due to the non-shifting of the Secretariat and
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other offices, it is difficult on the part cf Member
and the public in generl work effectively or to get
help from: the Government. If so, whether the Gove-
rnment is thinking of keeping acell of every depart-
ment here, and also a cell for Public Relations.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Cbief Minister ,—That is so,
and as a matter of fact we are maintaining a cell, but
that is for the Assembly business. If the hon’ble
i member wants that a cell also should be maintained
for public relations, Government will be glad to do
. i
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" Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury—May 1 know from-the
Chief Minister whether the headquarters of the Mini-
sters will be shifred ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Min ster —Mr, Speaker
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Sir. We are already here at Dispur.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—One question. We are not so
much worried about others; we are werried about
the children. What facilities are going to be offered
for the schooling of the children ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chicf Minister }—That arrang-
ement also will be made. That matter is under active

consideration of the Government.
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Shri Upen Das ( Minister, Agriculture )—Under the -Ag-
riculture University Act, the University will have to
take up the matter and if any college is to be est-
ablished, they will find out whether it is necessary
to establish a college in a particular place.

AFAT vW I oA — s RAERE TS cottatetl, e
argty feal Pes el | fee «ofenl 7@ Tl & E o,
GRIFANR faer ool w28 @ @@ eieny fFn o' ¢

Avr@ 7 (WG, I T )—SwilaF crEe fPiver) fee Awal
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Starred Questions No. 253 and No. 254 were not taken
up as the Hon’ble Questioners were absent

Re: Supply of Uncertified Seeds

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked—

%255. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itisa fact that there was serious 'complaint
from cultivators about low germination capacity of the
uncertified seeds supplied by the Government under
the Rabi crop scheme ?
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(b) 1If so, whether proper and timely action was taken
to test these seeds before supplying to the cultivators ?

(c) Whether sufficient number of testor as well as Labor-
atory facilities were placed at the disposal of the Seed
Corporation ?

(d) If so, the total additional amount placed at the dispo-
sal of the Seed Corporation of Assam to cope with
the situation on the Administration side ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) replied ¢

255. (a)—Some sporadic complaints were received.

(b)y—While testing of wheat seeds was dore exhaustively,
o such exhaustive testing could be done in other
_cases before issue to cultivators due to limited time.

(c)—The services of the Government sced testing laboratory,
were made available to the Assam Seeds Corporation,

(d)—No additional fund was provided as (i) the services
of Government Laboratory were made available free

of cost, and (ii) the administrative requirement of the
Corporation should be met by the Corporation from
its own earnings.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—Can the Minister tell us
what is the capacity of this testing laboratory which
is under the Government and which is placed at the
disposal of the Seed Corporation ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) —This laboratory
has the capacity to test all requirements of seeds of
the state of Assam, :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Where this testing machinery

7 1k

Y e



) .ff/-
SRS

1973 Questions 19

is installed ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) Sir, after testing
in the laboratory they are taken by the Corporation.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Iam asking where the mach-
inery is situated ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture)— At Gauhati.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether it is under the Seed
Corporation ? ‘

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture)—Under the Gover-
nment.

Shri Dulal TChandra Barua—Is the Govi. aware that ' the
testing machinery is not functioning properly.

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture)—All the machin-
eries are functioning, but sometimes there may be
some failures.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Is it a fact that at the time of
supplying seeds for Rabi crops the seeds could not be
tested because of defect in the machinery:

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture)— All the wheat
seeds were tested, but so far as other seeds were
concerned, all could not\be testgd because of shortage
of time. _

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—How many officers are there
in the seerd testing Laboratory, what are their *'quali-
fications ‘and who are they ? e

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture)—That informa-
tion is not with me now.

Smti. Pranita Talukdar—How many Seed testing labora-
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tories are there in Assam ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture}—Only orme,

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture}—One Minister from
Cachar was entrusted to ook after the rabi crop prog-
ramme in Cachar, It was reported that some seeds
were not of good quality. It is not that the seeds
supplied to Cachar were all bad, Seme quantity of
seeds were reported to be bad and they were with-
drawn and were not allowed to. be distributed anon-
gst the cultivators.

SFAT 59 Y AQN—AFNT TZ WEIE FNEE @ G R
B2 @IEE M@ Bl STCE | FfA Tafeq wzrwta 51 @fs
f@aite  «raibRe ormd: @GREE (e T e
sfiT @ 9

Aol WA (A7), R Rem —GdE @B1E W @ 4R e
(Z® WIS 7B qaa FAl s Wiz | eRaee A% afie-
A BT SIINT ZeabA SR 613 |

ANt SR TqI- WY wF Arzid TN @ @ 9B fow
e B8 wvts wre  fewe w9 @EE  wE G
TS - e w9 A wiw @ oww (51 afem o e
T 57 =7 (s

AT T (G, TR Aot —f fowg (WAT (PTWT @A W)
ez A | fag  ARmy crae BB FRT A Awm
fitze @weew om s il iz | R s off @Rt 3
QSIS R #est sget el #EacE % 09 frm (zte—

wiE qIE WAl (om | |
Shri Premadhar Bora—~Whether the entire sceds under this
programme was supplied by the Assam Seed Corpe-
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ration ? What was the gquantity and the source of
collection ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agricuiture)—The entire quan-
tity was supplied by the Seed Corporaticn. About the
guant ty, the information is not with me.

Sigeta 5@ IWIA—IR WMEIRCE @R TG G5AS HEH @ AR
frerts Qw0 R ol @e O aREhe (St @2

ARE e fre wify e A ReRle mUl (3w
e et faarg Pise sis sfeears Bve @ias =# «ifE=
©i7 i (Srare FmeE T4 SR 1 (SIS AFLAIEE
e s I v I Wi Iz R AT AR A
#fiagq A @FEiE w13 HAiF sEiE 1

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) =1 do not remem-
ber to have said that the entire quantity of sceds
supplied by the Seed Corpration was bad. The quan-
tity of seeds supplied was so huge that it was not
posssible to test seeds from each bag; some percen-
tage were only checked and it was found to be good.
Sir, Regarding supply of Lai seeds, it is not a fact
that Lai seeds were supplied as Mustard seeds. Sir,
a kilogram of Lai seeds would cost Rs. S to Rs. 6/
whereas the cost of one Kilogram of mustard seed
costs only 1 or 2 rupees. So there is no question of
Lai seeds being mixed with Mustard seeds. In fact it
was not Lai but it was Rye.

Sifsay 1 - SN AMGIS) (7T WA ZRe fon st 491 AT
size™ a7 @

o A (7, TR RS )—AREH (At fral Tz =9
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fegaia gz v =3 R F6FF @6 Q1T IR Ti3my
feal =g |

AT T Sl G, TG T FAT B @ 31Rics
afer; cAfigaats o (@ AfmE AT @edl AR ©f s
fom1 w2 3famag e At wzgwiz wIfWS @ 78 Tomeg
forars, f¥fa «3 Ram sg9rer 96 SEAER A0 320 &
T b Rem R ofere TR Gledl we, ag)

I EAltIg fo oy
Shri Upsndra Dag (Minister, Agriculture) So far as the

seeds which were considered to be bad, they were
taken back by the Seed Corporation and returned to
the Contractor, So far as wheat seeds which were
not considered to be of good standard were returned
to the F.C.I.

AT wH—IR Wy isRE AR TR SNE FR AG s
Aifes | (ot wa arge @i AREEE Aw GRERE
S® RIAST GrEiEE pree (A% (@ T Aukaiw 33
(T =% cofent (erars «wzsa @n I 3few | 5 @goq
T RGN WEwE  waArq @ 1

AT A0 (T, FfR fropm —aiBl TS 1 T3 witel wérs
ST STl sy afisterfan szAme (E e wERIElE |
f2e Mafense afrafs e atae Aafers @ I g
T A o wae fifee weeE @R A e <G Ff3-
WA TR A | wig Bire ewE A G BfATe—
They went to the place and had an enquiry and
after that it was said that in future no seeds will
be supplied before testing in the laboratory, :

Maulana: Abdul Jalil Choudhury—sg} ¥zt eized @ fos
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e e AAE F@ red W2 @R fag W T 2
A2 | cff @IS B 2y wwdl ARFEAR Wbl f2 e
vy ARy @R 3 wgerEEl Twef o mImE e fwra
«rofae, AETl @w@l «dA AT @A men WA ANA
A5 BT IR ?

W TroR WA (FFY, A et ) I fafime @@ A3
@3 faeite B3@ 34l (zg e f{ARAR ©FE AR G RO
ol czte |

Maulana Abdul Jalil Choudbury— AT, AT R A
oiizad 5 2 3wl f oAwy A3 @ 3G femm @ e s
Corporation «@ fagzrst (rezt ztafesl, 3l @ffl @@ {2 sne-
fom AR FAFEIE (AR fRapr 73z o faeiaig
Shon FEAT femiferas -« e «? 5 IAX I W@
ﬁ“ﬁT’[i.l arairegs Corporation & 3% e farg «wwe |

N Fe - ghal gz fene Az =il @@ SR fe
FfRe AlFhl ©fRre | @3 ®EA® @R GRAFEI MR
wfesges foal TrE 54@T TN W 302 A

SR A (3F, R fasts -—EG TE A 43 ww @ I
5rE (@Al ey AR @f® @ @E @2 [ERy ae
Bl T3 T |

Re : Price of essential commodities

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked -~

« 256. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it'is a fact that the price of essential commo-
dities has gone up beyond the reach of the common
people ?

(b) Whether Government propose to take any step to
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reduce the price of the commodities and stabilise the
same 9

() 1If so, how the Government propose to do the same ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied:

256. (a)—It is a fact that there has been rise in the
prices of some essential commodities.

(b) & (c)-

(1)—The local Officers have been alerted to take strict
action against hoarders, profiteérs, and other antisocia]
elements who try to create artificial scarity, etc. for
sending up prices,

(i1)— A liasion committee with the Ralwalys has been set up
with the Secretary, Supply, a senior Officer of N, F. Rly.
and others to took after smooth and continuous flow of

essential commodities into Assam by Rail for prevent-
ing rise in prices due to shortage caused by transport

difficulties,

(iii) - Whenever shortage in supply at source is apprehended
the matter is taken up with Government of India
for rushing supplies to Assam for preventing rise in
price due to shortage in Assam because of shortage at
source,

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury— Whether Govt. propose
to fix the price of the essential commodities such as
mustard oil, Dal etc. 9 If so, whether the Govt. pro-
pose to take steps immediately ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)— That has alrea-
dy been replied because the price depends not onp
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condition which is prevailing inside Assam but it
depends on the conditions prevailing outside the State.

Shri P.K. Choudhury—Whether Govt. propose to fix or
control the prices of essenfial commodities ?

hri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )}—That is very dif-
ficult on the part of the Govt. because of the reasons I
have stated already.

Shri Premodhar Bora—Whether any unscrup:lous hoarder
or trader has been brought to book. |

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister)—That is not
to my knowledge.

Shri Du:lal Chandra Barua-— When the instructions were
issued by the Govt, ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—That is not with me now,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua —Are we understand that hoar-
ders and blacknarketeers could not be tackled by the
officials of the Supply Deptt. due to issue of such
instructions ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—That is the
general way of the working of the Deptt., and when-
ever any aati-social elementis found action is taken
against him.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruva—As the Chief Minister stated
earlier that after the take over of the wheat trade
by the Govt. many of the traders have already hoar-
ded such commodities. Whether Govt, is proposing to
take effective steps ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—Yes, allega-
tions are there about hoarding but no effective step
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has yet been taken due to want of particulars.

Shri P. K. Choudhury—How the GCovt, can determine rise
in prices without fixing the prices of the commoditics g

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—The point is
that if the prices of food stuff are fixed then it will
have an impact on other essential commodities also.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Many of the supply officials
are hobnobing with these hoarders and with the help
of those officials they are doing all these things.
Whether the Govt. will consider to create a special
branch to look into such cases 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—We are dc-
ing this work through the Supply Deptt.
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Undisposed Questions

Re: Air Conditioned Tourist Ledge
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked:
%259. Will the Minister, Tourism be pleased to state—
(a) The progress made in construction work of the 20
bedded Air Conditioned Tourist Lodge at Gauhati of
which foundation stone was laid by the Central Mi-

nister of State Shrimati Sarojini Mahisi a few years

back ?
(b) When the Government proposes to start the tourist

lodge ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Tourism) replied ¢
259. (a)—The following progress have been made in the
construction of the Tourist Lodge at Gauhati for which

foundation stone was laid by Central Minister of State
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Shrimati Sarojini Mahisi on 6th Cctober, 1971 —
(1) Progress of File foundation work :

(i) Casting of R.C. Piles of 12 Metre Long. All 149
nos. completed ;

(ii) Out of this 149 MNos. Piles, 93 have already been
driven. Further this piling work is in progress and
is expected to be completed during June, 1973

(2) Progress of other work :

(i) Earth work for raft foundation 85% (approximately)
already completed ;

(i) Casting of R. C. Pile caps started. Other works
like bending, binding of M. S. rods for pile caps
and column footings are in progress.

(b)—At the present rate of progress the lodge is likely to

to be started by the middle of next year.

Re: Educational Committees
Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked:
#260. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
Aa2) Whether Government is contemplating to set up Educa-
tional Committees Subdivisionwise to suggest amalga-
tion and mergerlof Middle and Secondary Schools to
check mushroom growth of these Institution in Assam ?

(b) 1If so, when such Committees would be set up and
who would be the member ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied.
260 (a) & (b)—Yes. The Committees have been set up in
March, 1973 with one M, L. A. from each Subdivision
as Chairman and the Chairman, Regional Board for
Elementary Education, President Mahakuma as Mem-

i
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bers and the D.I; of Schools concerned as Member

Secretary,

Re : Irrigation Schemes

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked:
= 261, Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) How many irrigation schemes have been taken over
by the Department during 1972-73?

(b) What will be the cost of those Individual Schemes
and the total acres to be irrigated ?

(c) On what principles these schemes were selected by the
Department ¢

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture) replied:

261. (a)—The Scheme undertaken by the Agriculture
Department are—

(i) Electric Lifc Schemes—41.

(ii)— Shallow Tube Well—319 of which 200 are departmen-~
taly owned and 119 are privately owned and subsidised
by the department. :

(b) A list is placed on the Table of the House.

(¢)=On the basis of Emergency Rabi Programmes initia-
ted in different areas, and facilities immediately avail-

ble. |
Re: Tea Gardens

Shri_Dipak Moor Moo asked :
* 262. Will the Minister-in-charge, Labour be pleased 1o

state —
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(a) How many tea gardens are run by the Trust Board
ATPPF Scheme in the capacity of a ‘Receiver’ ?

(b) Who are the brokers appointed by the Trust Board
ATPPF Schemes to sell cut the tea of those tea gardens ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that one of the broker firms has
hired a house belonging to ex-Chairman of the Trust
Board at Gauhatiy

(d) If so, what is the rent paid for this house ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour) replied:

262 (a)—The following Tea gardens are managed by the

Secretary Board of Trustees, as Recevier, appointed
by the Court :—

(i) Brahmaputra Tea Estate (Rungamatty, Negheriting and
Missamara Tea gardens) in the District of Sibsagar,

(i) Mandakata T. E. in the District of Kamrup.

(iiiy Chincoorie T. E. in the District of Cachar.

(b)—No brokers are appointed by the Trust Board. The
Secretary, Board of Trustees in his capacity as Rece-
iver; makes arrangement with the broking firms for
financial advance against invoices of tea despatched
for auction sale on best available terms. M/s. J. The-
mas & Co. (P) Ltd. are currently working as brokers
for Brahmaputra Tea Estates and Chincoor Tea Esta-
tes. Final arrangement for the current Season for sale
of Teas or Mandakata T, E. has not yet been made,

Pending final arrangement itis proposed to continue
the previous arrangement with FEastern Tea Brokers

(P) Ltd. and other firm.
(c)—No information in available.

(d)—Does not arise.

—
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Re: Tourist Lodge

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked:

#263. Will the Minister, Tourism be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the construction work of the Tourist Lodge
for middle income group has been completed m va-
rious places of Tourist interest in Assarm ?

(b) If so, what is the rate of expenditure per tourist
per day in such lodges ¢

(c) Which is the main Tourist centre in Assam attracting
greater number of visitors ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Tourism) replied :

263. (a)— Tourist Lodges for middle income group tourists
exist at Shillong (to be handed over to Meghalaya
shortly ), Gauhati, Sibsagar and Kaziranga (Building
No. 2), Government of India has also sanctioned two
7nd class Tourist Lodges, one at Kaziranga and the
other ‘at Gauhati during 4th Five-Year Plan period.
The construction for these Lodges has already started.

(b)— Occupancy rates and food charges of the existing
Tourist Lodges are as follows:—

Name of the Tourist Room rent per day  Food charges pet

Lodge per peson day per person
Kaziranga :
Bunglow No. 1 Rs. 10°00 (air Rs. 1500

conditioning charge Western Style.
RSl ner O
Rs. 10°00
Indian Style.



36 Questions 21 June

Bunglow No, 1I Rs. 6.00 Rs. 10°00
Indian Style.
Rs.. 1500
Western Style.
Sibsagar Tourist Rs. 600 Rs. 10.00
Lodge ' Indian Style,
Rs. 1500
Western Style.
Shillong Tourist Rs. 600 Rs. 12700
Lodge. Indian Style,
Rs. 1500
Western Style.
Gauhati Tourist Rs. 600 Rs. 11°32
Lodge, Indian Style.
Rs, 15.00

Western Style,
(c)—Kaziranga and Manas Game Sanctuaries,

Re : Veterinary Dispensary

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked :

#264 Will the Minister, 'Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Minister has assured
the House during the last Session that fresh tenders
will be called for construction of Veterinary Dispen-
sary at Rangapani under Boko Assembly Constituency ?

(b) If so, whether fresh tenders were called for y

Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer ( Minister, Veterinary ) replied :

264. (a)— Yes.
(b) - Not yet,
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Re: Family Pension Scheme

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

* 266 Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the State Government has
launched a Family Pension Scheme for the Tea Gar-
den Workers in Assam ?

(b) If so, what are the salient features of the Scheme ¢

(c) What is the contribution from the Central Government ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied :

266. (a)—The Board of Trustees, Assam Tea Plantations
Provident Fund Scheme under direction of the Govern-
ment of Assam have introduced Family Pension Scheme
for the workers of Tea Plantations in Assam with

effect from 1st April, 1972,
(b)—The salient features of Scheme are :—
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(i) Payment of a lumpsum of Rs. }1,000 and a monthly
pension of Rs. 40 to the family members of a member
who dies while in service subject to completion of
full two years membership in the Fund ;

(i) Family pension is payable to the widow/widower up-
to the death or remarriage whichever is earlier ;
(iii) In:absence of (ii) to eldest surviving minor son until

he attains the age of 18 years and ;

(iv) In absence of (ii) and (iii) to the eldest surviving un-
married daughter until she attains the age of 21 years
or marriage whichever is earlier ;

(v) The payment becomes due with effect from the be-
ginning of the month immediately following the month
in which the member dies;

(vi) Provisions have been made for withdrawal benefits at
sliding scale in case of cessation of membership before
the age of J'etifelnent;

(vi)) Provisions also have been made for payment of pen-
sionary benefits to the employees who reaches the age
of retirement on a sliding scale or his/her family mem-
bers in the event of death after his/her retirement.

(c,—Government of India has agreed to contribute to the
Family Pension Fund annually an ‘amount equal to
1-1-/6% of the wages of the Employees_covered by this

Scheme which at present works oat at approximately
Rs. 32°74 lakhs.

Re: Munsiffs Court at Abhayapuri

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :
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#267. Will ‘the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government received public representations
for opening of a Munsiff’s Court at Abhayapuri ¢

(b) Whether itisa fact that a propesal has been submit-
ted by the Hon’ble High Court in this regard ¢

(c) If answer fto (a) and (b} is in the affirmative what steps
have been taken so far in this regard ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law ) replied :

067 (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes, ;

(c)—The proposal is under active consideration of the

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :
+268. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
Whether the public represented to Government
for improvement of the Historical Borpatrodole tank
and the Bogidole tank in the Sibsagar Subdivision ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :
268.—No public representation was received by the Gov-

ernment in Education Department.

'1
i
Government
_ Re : Improvement of Historical Tanks
”;

Re : Term of Panchayats and Mahkuma Parishads

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked :

£269. Will the Minister Panchayat be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it isa fact that the term of Mahkuma Pa-
rishad, Anchalik Panchayat and Gaon Panchayat is
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over ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to hold election
immediately ?

(c) If not, whether Government propose to extend the term
of Panchayats and Mohkuma Parishads 9

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Panchayat and C. D.)
replied :

269. (a)—These bodies have ceased to exist with the enf-
orcement of the Assam Panchayati Raj Act, 1972 from
7th May, 1973.

(b)—Does not arise.

(c) -Does not arise,
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Re ¢ Sub-treasury at Abhayapuri

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :

2«271. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government received public representations for
opening of a Sub-Treasury at Abhayapuri ?

(b) If so, the steps taken or proposes to be taken to
fulfil this public demand ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :

271; (a)—Yes:

(b)—The matter is under examination of Government,

Re : Rangiya-Gauhati Road

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked :

%272, Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether R. T. A, Gauhati has allowed private bus to
ply between Rangiya and Gauhati ?

(b) ‘Whether Rangiya-Gauhati Road is a nationalised route.

(c) Whether R. T. A. can allot © permit on = fationalised
route with- out the .;concurrence of the State ,Road
Transport Corporation ? ' '

(d) Whether R.T. A. has asked for concurrence of the

said Corporation ¢
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Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Transport) replied :

272. (a)—There are two routes connecting Rangiya with
Gauhati. One route runs through Chepti and Chessa
and the other route runs through Kamalpur and Baihata
Chariali, The R.T. A., Gauhati has allowed private
busses to ply on Darranga—Rangiya - Chepti—Chessa
—Gauhati route,

(b)—Rangiya-Gauthati route via Kamalpur and Baihata =i
Chariali is a nationalised route,

(c)—There is no provision in law empowering R. iEFA NGO
grant permit to any private person on a nationalised
route under normal circumstances.

(d)—Does not arise as R.T.A. Gauhati has not allotted
any permit to a private person to ply his vehicle on
Rangiya-Kamalpur-Baihata Chariali route which is a

nationalised route.
Re : Abhayapuri State Dispensary

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked ¢
#273. Will the Minister of Health be pleased to state—

(a) The present position of the Abhayapuri State Dispen-
sary cum-Hospital with the Maternity Centre attached
there with, which was opened by the Minister, a cou-
ple of years ago, but not yet functioning ¢ (|

(b) Whether any fund was sanctioned for the maternity ce-
ntre and utilised entirely ¢

(c) If so, how much ¢

() If not, why

%
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(¢; What is the difficulty with the Department in appoin-
ting neccessary lady doctor and her staff there 9

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied :

273. (a)— The Maternity Ward attached to Abi:ayapuri State
Dispensary has been fuactioning since 1971-72 with 6
beds. '

(b) and (c)—Yes. A sum of Rs. 10,000 was sanctioned
during 1971-72 for meeting' the contingency to opeh
the maternity centre and the money has becen spent
for the purpose.

(d)—Question does not arise.

(e)—No separate staff has been sanctioned for this Mate-
rnity centre and it is being run with existing staff

of the State Dispensary.

Voting on Demands for Grants

Mr. Speaker—Order, order The Question Hour is over.
The next item is voting on demands for grants. Shri

Bora please.

Grant No. 56
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. Speaker—Those who are in favour of the Cut Motion

will stand on their seats,
Now, those who are against the Cut Motion will
stand on their seats.
The Result—is
Ayes— 14
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The Cut Motion is lost. I now put the main
motion, The question is that a sum of Rs. 6,27,79,
500, be granted to the Minister-in-charge to complete
the sum of Rs. 8,14,12,800 necessary to defray the
charges will come in course of payment during the
year ending the 21st March, 1974 for the adminis-

tration of the head “44-Irrigation and N.E.D. Works
and 100-Capital Outlay on Irrigation, Navigation. Em-

bankments and Drainage Works.”

- ( Grant No. 56 'was passed).

Grant No 57

Now, I put the other Cut Motions of Grant No.57.

The Cut Motion is lost. Now I put the main
motion. The question is thata sum of Rs. 4,74,41,200
be gfantéd to the Minister-in-charge to complete
the sum of Rs. 6;56,16,500 necessary to defray the
charges which will come in course of payment during
the year ending the 3lst March, 1974 for the admigistra-
tion of the head ¢44-Irrigation and N. E. D. Works
D-Expenditure oit Brahmaputra Flood Control Schemes
and IOO-Capital outlay on Irrigation, Navigation, Emb-
ankments and Drainage Works-D-Expenditure on Bra-
hmaputra Flood Control Schemes.”

( Grant No. 57 was passed. )

 smammy |

Grant No 34
Mr. Speaker—Now. Grant No. 34, :
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Co-operatlon)—-Slr I beg to move

P
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that a sum of Rs, 1,37,57,800, be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to complete the sum of Rs. 1,8318,200
necessary to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending the 3lst
March, 1974, for the administiation of the head <«34
Cooperation”,

Speaker—Grant No. 34 is moved.
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Complaint of Breach of Privilege

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Mir, Speaker, Sir, I have given
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a notice of privilege motion against the Minister-in-
charge of Agriculture and Fishery for giving misleading
statement here in the House and it has been found
that under Rules 158 & 159 of the Rules and Procedures
of the Legislative Assembly, Hon’ble Minister-in-

charge of Agriculture & Fishery, Shri Upendra Das
has committed the breach of privilege of this House,
Sir, I have given the necessary documents as these
are essential in support of my privilege motion. Yester-
day, Sir, while replying to the debates on the demands
for grants of Agriculture and Fishery by the Hon’ble
Minister, Hon’ble Member Shri Robin Goswami asked

a question in Assamese.

PRI IR A RIm wmz Rolw ARII IR R
Wi 5 R firz @
(etre eq farg—feml #A13 |

wH @Bl eHy FWEe Ffafeew Ba @ cifi 54 ¢
(STATS (F1Z — 5 |

Then the Hon’ble Minister replied that «it is tons,
sixty thousand tons and regarding other matter, we have
not formed any Committee to g0 into suggestion”. Sir,
in actual practice, a Commission was constituted by
the Government under the Chairmanship of Dr, L. S,
Negi and few other members. Notification was also
made to this effect, They have already started touring
in order to study and examine the working of the Ag-
riculture Department as well as to see how the wor-
kings of this department can be improved. By knowing

Ry
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fully well that Govt. decision and notification, the
Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, Shri Upendra Das,
replied to the House that no Commission was consti-
tuted for such purpose. Sir, heis the Minister of the
department of Agriculture and this Commission was
constituted by the Govt. with the approval of the
Minister. This Commission was constituted by the
Govt, to examine the working of the department
of Agriculture, Sir, I do not understand how and
under what circumstances, the Minister-in-charge
of the Department could mislead the House by giving
a wrong information.

Sir, it is not due to the vindictive atfitude. I
have brought this Privilege Motion. I have brought
this Privilege Motion just to maintain the decorum of
the House and it is the duty and responsibility of
the Minister-in-charge of the Department to give us
the correct and true picture of all the matters that
we raise here. But instead of doing that, th: Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Agriculture & Fishery, Shri Upen-
dra Das, has willfully misled the House by giving the
wrong information. More so, Sir he has committed
the contempt of the House because he has suppressed the
facts before the House. Yes, Sir, the matter is serious,
But it would have been better had there been a state-
ment from the Minister this morning stating the fact
that the reply, which was given yesterday, was wot
correct. But, Sir, no such statement has come from
the Minister. 'Therefore, Sir, we are to understand that
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Hon’ble Minister Agriculture & Fishery, Shri Upendra

Das, has willfully and deliberately misled the House
by giving some wrong information., Moreover, Sir, he

has no moral, legal and parliamentary right to in-
fringe the rights of the House because we were discussing
about the important matter of the Agriculture Depart-
ment. Sir, we know if we are to survive and if the poor
peasants are to survive, then the Agriculture Depart-
ment is to be geared up to a great extent and we
were discussing the same, Therefore, Sir, with this
intention the Government has constituted the Commi-
ssion; I do not know under what circumstances, the
Hon’ble Minister has suppressed this fact which
tentamounts contempt of the House. Sir, in this conn-
ection I would like to refer to Kaul’s Parliamentary
practice. At page 235 of Kaul’s parliamentary Prac-
tice we find that, “refusal by a witness to answer
questions put by a Committee and refusal to prevari-

cating or giving false evidence or willfully suppressing
truth or persistently misleading a Committee” will

tentamount breach of privilege of the House: Now,
here we find the Minister has willfully suppressed
the facts and by doing so he has misled the House. Then
we find, Sir, by giving an evidence or willfully suppre-
ssing truth, he has persistently misled the House, Sir,
it was the duty of the Minister to inform facts and
not to suppress truth., Sir, whenever we want to get
certain information from the Minister-in-charge of
various departments, they are to give the correct pic-
ture, If they do not do so, it tentamounts the clear
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breach of privilege. Now, our point is the Hon’ble
Minister has got the information and knowledge beca-
use he has passed the order for constitution of such
a Commission. Most probably it was done with his
approval, Otherwise the Chief Minister will have to.
pass the orders. But such kinds of orders are done by
the Minister of the department. Sir, definitely it was
with his approval the order was passed. So, under
what circumstances he has given a misleading state-
ment, Apart from that, the Hon’ble Minister has
practically obstructed us in discharging our duties sinc-
erely. Sir, unless and until we get the correct informa-
tion from the Minister concerned, we cannot discharge
our duties honestly and sincerely. In this way also
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Agriculture has
committed the breach of privilege because his
¥ action has obstructed us to discharge our duties. Ther-
efore, Sir, in order to maintain the dignity and decorum
of the House, I have brought this privilege motion,
I think (this is a fit case to be taken up by the
House and if the House feel that his action tenta-
mounts a breach of privilege, then Sir, the matter
may kindly be referred either to the Privilege Committee
or action may be taken just now under the Rule, I hope,
< Sir, you will give your considered thought over the
matter as this not the only instance but on several
other occasions also we face similar circumstances with
the result that it becomes difficult to keep the dign-
ity and decorum of the House. As the Hon’ble Mini-
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ster, Shri Upendra Das, has failed to do so and as
he has intentionally and willfully misled the House,
he has committed breach of privilege of the House,
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Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture )—MTr. Speaker, Sir,
with reference to the Privilege Motion sought to be
brought against me, I wish to say that during my reply
to the debate on the Cut Motion under head ‘31-Ag-
riculture’ on the 20th June, 1973, I had inadvertently
replied in the negative to a query from Hon’ble Member
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Dr. Goswami, whether any Commission has been formed
in Assam to go into various aspects of Agriculture. I
admit my reply was incorrect but would like to add
that it was unintentional. As the question was asked
along with another on Fisheries and at that relevant
time Fisheries were being discussed in the House, 1
had given the reply in that context, I submit that my

reply was not deliberate nor intended to mislead the
House.

I wish now to correct my reply. There is an

Assam Agriculture Commission appointed by the State

Planning Board, Assam. This fact is well known,

The Commission has not submitted any report so far,

I once again submit that my earlier reply was not
intentional and I regret for the same.

Shri S. Ahmed Ali (Minister for Parliamentary Affairs)—Sir, I

fully agree with the hon’ble member Shri Barua while

he put forward his strong argument supporting the
Privilege Motion, he said that if any Minister wilfully

and deliberately suppress any fact or refuses to fur-
nish the correct information that awu ounts to breach

of privilege. Sir, every member in this House has
some powers, previleges and immunites as enjoined by
the Constitution and as such any u.ember may ask any
‘question of the Department or the portfolios a Mini-
ster holds, and it is expected that the Minister should
as far as possible, supply the correct information to
the hon’ble member; In the instant case Sir, the hon’-
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ble member Dr., Goswami while asking for a clarifi-
cation from the hon’ble Minister at the close of the
debate on Agriculture as to whether any Commission
has been constituted to enquire about the activities
of the Agriculture Department, Along with that he
also put another question by way of clarification aski-
ng about the supply of fishes in tonnes or something
I ke that. Sir, the hon’ble members were present and
you were also present in the House and you know
Sir, that from the beginning when the hon’ble Mini-
ster started giving his reply so many questions were
put and he was attacked from all frontswe( Voice from
the Opposition : This is another privilege, Sir ). Sir,
I am explaining the circumstances under which the
hon’ble Minister, though not intentional and deliberate,
had to give many informations abruptly and extempore
in a very short time without sufficient time to think:
Shrimati Renuka Devij Barkataki—Does the Minister mean
that we created an atmosphere that the Minister could
not give a correct reply ? Does the Minister imply
that the members of this House created situation in-

side the House for which the Minister failed to give
the correct reply ?

Shri S. Ahmed Ali—g do not mean that. In the present

case the clarification was sought from our member,
not from the Opposition, Anyway Sir, you know the
circumstance in which the Minister has been put to,
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—There is another breach of

privilege, This is how the Minister is functioning,

e
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Shri S. Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—So
Sir, when so may questions by way of clarifications
were poured on the Minister, naturally he was a
bit perturbed and he was a bit confused. So in that
circumstances it was not possible on the part of the
Minister to give all the information off hand. T quite
agree that he has given an incorrect information. But
at the same time Sir, whether that action of the Mi-
nister is deliberate and wilful that has to be consi-
dered, Whether a breach of privilege is committed
in this context you are to see. Sir, the action can
be said wilful or deliberate when the person wants
to mislead other with a motive behind it. There must
be a motive or purpose behind it and that motive is
to derive some benefit out of it. But Sir, in this case
what motive the Minister had ? Was it to get certain

A benefit ? Certainly it is not so. So Sir, what I feel

is this the Minister, rather I assert that he did not
give the incorrect reply deliberately or wilfully to mis-
lead the House.

Sir, another important point is that it is not possible
for a Minister to give one and all information of his
Department, however conversant he might be, off hand
in the House and in this context would like to refer
to the ruling of a case of this House.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Does the Minister think that

it is a small matter ?
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Parliamentary Affairs)— That
will be considered by the Chair. Sir, I would 1ke
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to read a ruling from the Chair in the House. Sir,
the executive functions the Government are carried
on through certain machinery. Daily we see in the
Gazette the orders of the Governor, but these are all
advised by the Ministers, In the same manner what-
ever information we furnish in this House, it is given
by the concerned Department. In this context I would
like to place the ruling given in this House. It isin
page 15 of the book. “On 15th March, 1971, in reply
to a supplementary to Starred Question No, 9 Shri
Sarat Chandra Goswami, Minister of State, Education,
said that no building grant could be sanctioned during
the year 1969-70. Some hon. Members asserted that
such building grants were in fact sanctioned and the
Minister committed a breach of privilege by making
an incorrect statement. On 19th March, 1971 the
Speaker ruled that as the Minister made this state-
ment on the basis of information supplied to him by
the office, no question of breach of privilege could
arise.” So, [ opine that incorrect information does not
amount to breach of privilege when the Minister subse-
quently corrects his wrong reply.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee—Sir, I thought the matter

would end with the regret expressed by the Minister
concerned for the wrong information given by him to
this House. But it appears my hon. friend the Mini-
ster-in-charge of Parliawcntary Affairs, showing that
he has come to the rcic.e of his colleague, has bra-

Speech not corrected
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nded him as an utterly confused man. I do not know
whether the Cabinet of this State should have only
confused men as Members. But the point is that
I do not think that Shri Das, Minister-in-charge of
Agriculture is really a man so confused, At any rate,
the ruling which the hon. Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs has referred tois of different context that ac-
tually what took place here yesterday. When the then
Minister of State for FEducation gave a particular
information, it was on the basis of certain facts sup-
plied to him. So, he had a reason, though that reason
was not sound, to give that incorrect statement. But
here the Minister concerned has not pleaded that ‘I
was supplied with some information by somebody on
whom depended believing honestly that information, I
gave that information:; Therefore’ the two cases stand
on separate footing, However, this point is very parti-
cular and pertinent that he is the Minister-in-charge
of Agriculture, and this Government, where he is a
party and hold the charge of the Department, has
constituted a Committee or Commission of Inquiry to
go into the affairs of this Department.. Now, whether
the Minister who holds the charge of this particular
Department is expected to know the state of affairs
in the ordinary course of business or cannot be ex-
pected, If he be of such an honest and nnocent man
as not to know what happeved in his Departmenl,
then it is better that he is pensioned off and as a
matter of fact, if I have been able follow the trend
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of arguments given by the Minister-in-charge of Par-
liamentary Affairs, though he has not said so specifi-
cally, he has also advocated for his pension. But I
personally do not feel that the Minister concerned
actually is of such a state of mind that he needs that
sort of treatment. That being so, there are two alter-
natives. One is that he is to explain under what
circumstances and with what purpose he made that
statement. It is not enough to say that ‘inadvertently
I committed that mistake’ because when he gave the
answer, there were two parts. One was, whether it
was simply tonne or Matric tonne, he said that it
was not Matric tonne but it was tonne. He also said
that it was 60,000 tonnes, and regarding the other
matter, he did not say that he was not sure; he did
not say that he wanted notice, although he was
entitled to have notice. Very categorically he stated
“regarding the other matter, we have not formed any
Committee to go into the suggestions”. So, his reply was
not inadvertent, his reply was not born of confusion,
his reply is not just non-understandable. It was quite
clear, simple, categorical and assertive. Therefore, the
only course for us was to accept his sincere regret
which was very frankly expressed here, whatever mi-
ght be in his mind; But now we find it very difficult,
I was very eager to accept his regret because to err
is human and the Ministers are not superhuman, and
therefore, they may sometime commit mistake, and if
they express sincere regret for their mistakes, we in

o
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our goodness should accept it. But when the Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister goes to support him and
accuse the House of creating a situation where the
Minister becomes confused, that is another breach of
privilege, We are here Sir, not to sing praise of the
Government ; we are here to create a situation and
atmosphere of democracy, where truth cannot be with-
held, where truth cannot be distorted, we are here to
2 point out the inaction or wrong action of the Govern-

;, ment, and it is immaterial whether one belongs to the
| ruling party or to the other party. The mandate of
the people has not directed us that only the opposi-
tion members will point out the defects and faults
and infirmity of the Government, and that the ruling
: party members must always sing all praise of the
Government. I could not understand why the Parlia-

. mentary Affairs Minister said that that the gentleman
1 \ belongs to us, as though it is their “gharua” affairs,
! their family affair. Whatever happens in their party,
we are not concerned but so far as this House is con-
cerned every Member has got equal responsibility and
equal right, When an Hon’ble Member belonging to
the Congress Party raises an important question or any
question it is as important or as valuable as any other
raised even by a Member of the Opposition. There-

fore I do not understand why my friend, the Minister-
in-charge of Parliamentary Affairs made a slighting

! remark about the question raised by an Hon’ble Mem-

ﬁ ber even though he might belong to the Opposition
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Party. Therefore, before we decide to accept the re-
gret which has been expressed by the Agriculture
Minister, we would like to know whether the Hon’ble
Minster-in-charge of Parliamentary Affairs said all
these things in jest or in right earnest. If he said
these in jest and he says so now then we also must
take a stiff attitude, |

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister of Parliamentary Affairs )—
Only one word, Sir. The Hon’ble Member Mr. Barua
while closing his speech very strongly said that action by
the Chair should be taken immediately, or if the Chair
thinks, it may be referred to the Privilege Committee,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—He is again trying to mislead
the House,

Mr. Speaker—You reply to the points raised by Mr.
Bhattacharijee,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—If he does not know how to
speak Sir, ask him take his seat

Shri Syed Ahmed Alj ( Minister, Parliametary Affairs )—Sir,
if Mr. Bhattacharjee opened his mind just after all
he heard the regret expressed by the Minister, Agri-
culture, T would not have opposed the motion, I am
very glad and happy that he has expressed S0,

Mr. Speaker—If I understand correctly, they want to know
whether you wanted to make the House responsible
for it,

Shri Syed Ahmed Alj ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—Sir,
I did not mean so. I do not mean so and I cannot
mean so, He has misunderstood me, Ifin the begin-
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ning Mr. Bhattacherjee said that he wanted to condone
the wrong committed by the Minister and accept his
regret, I would not have said so many words and
opposed the motion,

Mr, Speaker—( To the Minister, Agriculture ) May I know
from you when it came to you notice that you made
a mistake. <8 witf IRl A AW 1

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture)}—This morning
when the notice was served upon me,

Mr. Speaker—The matter arose out of the reply given
by the Minister, Agriculture on a query made by Dr.
Rabindra Kumar Goswami when he was replying to
the debate on Fishery. I was in the Chair at the
concerned period. The words referred to were that
the Minister has made a deliberately wrong statement
which is a breach of privilege of the House. I will
to go into other things. I will read Kaul which Mr. Barua
also referred, Page 252...“Incorrect statements made
by a Minister cannot make any basis for a breach of
privilege. It is only a deliberate life, if it can be
substantiated, that would certainly bring the offence
within the meaning of a breach of privilege. Other
lapses, other mistakes do not come under this cate-
gory, because every day we find that Minister make
their statements in which they correct afterwards”s

In this case also the Minster has corrected his
statement immediately after it came to his notice. He
said that it came to his notice after the notice
was served upon him: He also regretted the matter,
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I think the House in its wisdom and magnaminity
would accept the regret of the Minister. T hope, how-
ever, that in future the Minister would be more

~careful in giving his replies,
I do not think that there is may breach of pri-

vilege and as such the Complaint is not in order,
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Mr. Dy,
4o Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House to introduce
H the Assam Contingency Fund ( Augmentation of Cor-
pus ) Bill, 1973,
Mr. Dy. Speaker—I think the Hon. Chief Minister has
leave of the House to introduce the Bill.
( Voices ¢ Yes, yes:)
I have a Message from Governor.
MESSAGE
Shillong, 12th June, 1973,
« Under the provision of Art. 207(1) of the Cons-

titution of India, I, Braj Kumar Nehru; Governor of
Assam, recommend the introduction of the Assam Co-

ntingency Fund (Augmentation of Corpus) Bill, 1973
in the Assam Legislative Assembly.
Sd/- B. K. Nehru
E Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Mr. Dy,
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Bill.

Y ( The Secretary read out the title of the Bill)
£ I beg leave of the House to introduce the Assam
Appropriation ( No. IIT ) Bill, 1973.
° Mr. Dy. Speaker—I think the Hon. Chief Minister has
leave of the House to introduce the Bill.
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( Voiceé—-—- Yee, 3.(es ).
Then the Message from the Governor :

“Under the provts:on of Artrcle 207 (1) Of the Consti-
tution of Ind!a L. Bra_] Kumar Nehru Governor of Assam
recommend the lptrodu‘ctlon of the Assam Approprlatlon
+( No IT ) Bl” 1973 by the Assam Leglslatlve Assembly 2

( Secretary A, L. A, read out the title . of the Brfl)
Mr. Dy. Speaker—Then item No 4, '

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—-Mr Dy. Speaker Sll’, under
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly relating to the news item appearing
in the Assam Tribune, dated 9th June, 1973 under the
caption “Unplanned Gauhatj,”

Sir, in this .connection we had a discussion here
in this House earlier, Sir, Fancy Bazar area of Gau-
hati town, not . only Fancy Bazar alone, the entue
Gauhati Town has become very much congested, and
the condition of Fancy Bazar has become the worst so
much so that it hag virtually been converted into a
veritable slum area, We have got the Development
Authority, we have also got the Municipal authority,
But 1nspite of that varioys constructions have taken
place in a non-planneq way, may be with the know-
ledge of the Development Authority or may be with
out its knowledge. For that reason the hygenic condition
of the Greater - Gauhati has become of late very dan-
gerous to the life of its citizens. ‘But yet no action
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has so far been taken by the Government to put a
stop to this sort of unplanned construction that has
been going on. For instance I may refer to Murulidhar
Sarma Road, the condition of which has deteriorated
to suc.l'1 an extent that traffic on this road has become
impossible. Then again there is another road by the
name of Mohadev Kakoti Road. Here one of the big
business men of Gauhati has started constuction of a
water reservior on the foot-path of this road. The
public of the locality has lodged complaints against this
construction both to the Gauhati Development Autho-
rity and to the Gauhati Municipality. But no action
has been taken aganist that person or to demolish the
construction, thereby causing great incovenience to the
people living in that particular area. I want to know
from the Government why in a8 very unplanned way
this important town of the State has been allowed to
expand. We have the Deptt. Town' and Country
Planning, we have also this Development Authority,
we have the Deputy Commissioner and other officers
to look after this matters, But inspite of that con-
structions are going on daily in a most haphazard
way ‘before the very eyes of all these various autho-
rities, I therefore want to know under what circum-

stances and for what reason such a water reservior

has been allowed to be constructed on the very foot-

-path of this congested area at Fancy Buzar.

Therefore Sir, I want to know what steps the Gov-
ernment has taken in this regard ; whether any action
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has been taken by the Government or the Development
Authority on the representation made by the inhabi-
tants- of the particular area and what effective steps
the Government has taken to keep Gauhati clean, and
also what steps have been taken to have plafined con-
stuction in Greater Gaulati without any congestion

and bad atmosphere.
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/{A‘ Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—Sir,

A

this notice has been given under rule 301 and in the
notice reference was made regarding the letter publis-
hed on 9th June in the Assam Tribune by one Shri
N. C. Das. Let me submit Sir that so many points and
issueés have been raised and many of them are com-
plicated and it is not possible for me without colle-
cting the information to give you the reply. I think
we will confine to the notice referred to. So I will
try to meet the points as possible, because I am also
a resident of Gauhati and I also see and hear many
things. Sir, this matter referred to is regarding the
alleged unauthorised construction of a structure at
Murlidhar Sarma Road. The matter was enquired ‘into,
It appears that the Gauhati Municipality issued perms-
ission for this construction. The report submitted by
the 'Gauhati Municipality reveals that the alleged foot-
path was totally abandoned for years making it a
veritable dumping ground for bricks, all domestic as
well as bazar refuse materials, empty packing boxes

"‘and above all an open unauthorised urinal. The road
" gide frontage became very high due to dumping, making
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it inconvenient and risky for traffic; With continuous
cleaning and levelling of the heaps of refuse materials
dumped on the road-side, the road has since been wi-
dened making it convenient for heavy traffic. But the
dumping by vested interests could not be effectively
restricted so far. In the mean time an application
was received from Shri Mahadeo Khakkolia for cons-
truction of a water reservoir for storing drinkng water
for use by the bazar going people. The proposed
reservoir was not meant for his personal use. On local
eanquiry the idea of having public taps there appealed
to them in the interest of the bazar going people and
and also for making the area clean. Municipality
therefore, accorded permission for construction of the
reservoir on the explicit condition that the construction
will have to be removed when the specified space
would be required by the Municipality for public
purposes. It has also been recorded that such constr-
uction shall not cause hindrance to vehicular traffic
and to pedestrians and the construction shall be on
minimum space to serve the purpose without affecting
existing stalls and cleaning of drains. Sir, this stru-
cture of drinking water has been under construction
just on the foot path of Murlidhar Sarma Road and
all the stalls on this foot path are facing towards the
east and this particular foot path is towards the west,
western side of the municipal market and this foot
path almost remained unutilised for a long time bec-
ause all the shops are facing towards the eastern side.
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Because the municipality cannot supply water for all
the 24 hours in the taps, there are limitation, so Sir,
naturally in the market area there will be gathering
of many people, and they felt that some drinking water
should be available nearby. And this gentleman was
approached and he was very much rather glad to
construct cne drinking water reservoir on the footpath
which is already abandoned. This gentleman can have

no nterest and he cannot use this for his per-

sonal interest also because the gentleman’s residence
and house is just opposite to this foad. Naturally he
cannot have any interest or it cannot go for his in-
terest. In the mean time Sir, many people of that
area, more than 130 people, they submitted a repres-
entation when they heard in the radio and in the
newspaper that the construction of drinking water str-
ucture is going to be stopped. They were naturally
very much afraid and more than 130 people and some
organisations also submitted representation. I may cite
the name of one such organisation. They have sub-
mitted the representation with their official seals and
these are all genuine as these oppear.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—What are the Organisations 3

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, ( Minister )~ Kerayadar Sangh, Gauh-
ati ; General Secretary, All Assam Revolutionary Youth
League, Gauhati and many other residents of the pa-
rticular area they submitted the representation and this
cannot be ignored. They submitted the representation



130 Discussion Under Rule 301 21 June

in support of the construction of this drinking water
structure there. On enquiry also we find ..., ... :
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Who made the enquiry ¢
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parlimentary Affairs )—Our
officers and itis very nearby. We find that this gen-
tleman Shri Khakkolia can have no interest whether
direct or indirect and this has been constructed there
for the benefit and advantage of the bazar going peo-
ple. So if any gentleman comes forwared with such
an offer or proposal we will welcome it if it goes

for the benefit of the maximum number of people
even at the disadvantage of a few persons.

Shn Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—I want to hear a clarific-
ation of this because I am afraid the hon’ble Minister
has given the reply not from his personal knowledge
and probably from some reports supplied to him, I
want to know first of all whether there exists a body
known as the Gauhati Development Authority and if
it does whether for any permament construction prior
permission of that body is necessary even though that
might be by a very religious gentleman. The second
point is when the Gauhati Municipal authority taking
money from the Govt. had constructed that footpath
on the Murlidhar Sarma Road whether that was just
a wastage, Thirdly, when that footpath was being used

as a dumping ground for all dirty materials whether it was
the duty of the Gauhati Municipal Authority to remove
those dirts and make it clean or make a water res-
ervoir, And next if I, though [ am not a very reli-
gious man, propose to build a Ganesh temple on the
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Panchde, at Ulubari on the National Highway and there
make arrangements many Bhkats to gather day and night,
wheher the Minister, who is vety rel,'kgious, will applause
that very religous act of mine, even if I obstruct that
public road: Next, when did you find that it will be

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—Sir,
when that gentleman is not here s ...

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee—I am not saying anything
against him. T am rather complimenting him. When that
gentleman took the permission whether the Departmant
over which the Hon’ble Minister presides considered
that the except this footpath there is no other place
in Fancy Bazar where there could be a water tap;
Whether these things were considered, and above all
whether the Municipal authority did take the prior

permission of the Development authority ? If the Govt:
in one department violates the authority how can an-

ybody expect a private individual to respect the aut-
hority y How it that this millionaire or Lakhpati can
go with impunity ¢ The Minister has stated has that
some organisation has petitioned the authority for con-
struction of the water reservior. In this connection he
has referred the name of Shri Kusheswar Kalita with
his stamp of Revolutionery Youth League, I do not
know since when this leader of a very Revolutionary
Youth League of Gauhati has become the torch bearer

of the Hon’ble Minister so that the Minister could
defy all authorities and do things at the bidding of
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Shri Kusheswar Kalita, a very revolutionary leader,
What are the other organisations at Fancy Bazar ?
Does the Minister know that at Fancy Bazar there is
an organisation of stallholders, there isa Ward Com-
missioner or an Ex-ward Commissioner and other
business. Whether the Minister knows that hundreds
of Stall owners and some organisations protested aga-
inst this construction and that these things were pu-
blished in the newspapers y Wheter Government cons-
ider Shri Kusheswar Kalita’s sole representation more
valuable than all the other representations of the peo-
ple of Fancy Bazar ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—Sir,
I have cited only two or three names, but there are
others of that area supporting the constru‘ction of the
structure. I am sorry to say that man like Shri
Bhattacharjee should try to cast aspersion on mey

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee—He could name only one
organisation, There was the Congress organisation,

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs —1I
said about the Kerayadar Association and others; Sir,
if 1 read the permission given by the Municipality
that will clear to some extent the points raised by
Shri Bhattachﬁrjee.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether the Municipality is
in existence now ¢

Mr. Deputy Speaker—Let him read the paper,
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—Sir,

in course of the discussion if any irrelevant points
are raised, I am not going to reply.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee—Has the Minister the au-

thority to decide whether a certain point is relevant
or irrelevant, I want guidance from the Chair, Nei-
ther he, nor I nor any member is the authority to
decide what is relevant and what is not. Relevancy
will be decided by the Chair. What authority he has ?
What does he think about himself ? Is he a dictator
or a servant of the House ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—He cannot dictate,

Mr. Deputy Speaker—Ihave asked him to read the paper;

Let him finish it first, then if you have anything you
may ask for clarification.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Parliamentary Affairs)—This

is a written permission given by Gauhati Municipa-
lity to Shri Mahadeo Prassad Khakelia.

“You are hereby given permission for construction
of a shed over foot-path at North-West corner of
Fancy Bazar Market near the junction of M: S. road
and T:R: Phukan road for storing drinking water for
convenience of the members of public visiting that
area on condition that you are to vacate the space
as and when the space will be required by the Mu-
nicipality for public purposes: The space will be
shown by our Asstt. Engineer at site before starting
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the work of execution.”

The permission was accorded by the Municipality.
On receipt of this permission that gentleman construc-

ted a water reservior for the benefit of the bazer
people;

As regards the point whether Municipality had
taken permission of the Development authority or nct,
I shall have to enquire, As regards the other points
raised by Shri Bhattacharjee, I shall try to find out

the facts, and any action, if deemed fit will be taken.

Lastly T express my regret for my being agita-

ted which T should not have been,

As he has become sobre, we
I want to have a clarifica-
Is the Minister aware of the fact that there is

no Municipality at Gauhati, there is only an Execu-
tive Officer, Whether th

officers were heavily

also want tg be sobre,
tion,

€ Minister is aware that some
bribed by this businessman, Is
he aware that tpe facts supplied to him were not
actual facts,

We have 80t sympathy for the hon, Minister for

ut the entire fact. The point is

whether it will pe possible to demolish the R, C. C,
TEServoir later op,

ected. All the sig

his innocence abo

Overnight the signatures were coll
Datures are to be varified, More
0, as per rule the Municipality is not the final
authority for 8iving permission for such kind of

construction. Development Authority is to be consulted
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That has not been done. Therefore, why the Mini-
ster is trying to legalise an illegal thing, I do not
understand. Sir, will the Minister be pleased to appoint
some responsible officers to enquire into the matter
and let the House know at;out the whole affair,

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Parliamentary Affairs )—Sir,

I am not trying to legalise any -illegal or irregular
thing. When Mr. Bhattacharjee raised the points that
the Municipality is not the authority but it is Deve-
lopment Authority, I have said that I will look into

‘the whole affair, Sir, as regards the Municipality I

would say that this Municipality has been superseded
sametimes in the 1965 or 1966. ‘It is still under
supersession: The election of the Corporation will be
held within this year and as early as possible all the
works of the Municipality will be taken over by the

Corporation.
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Mr, Deputy Speaker—Now, the House stands adjourned
till 9 a.m, tomorrow.

The House then rose at 555 p., m. and stood
adjourned till 9 a. m. on Friday the 22nd June 1973.

P. D. Barua
Secretary
Dispur Legislative Assembly
The 21st June, 1973. Assam
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