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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 6TH SESSION OF THE A.L. A.
ASSEMBLED AFTER THE FiFTH GENERAL ELECTION
UNDER THE SOVERIGN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN
CONSTITUTION OF INDEA.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber Dispur (Gauhati)
at 40 A. M. on Thursday, the 2ist November 1973.

Present
Shri Ramesh Chandra Baruah B. L. speaker in the Chair
with 12 (twelve) ... Minister 3 ( three)
and 80 (eighty) ............cc. Members.

............... Minister of State

STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(To which oral replies were given)

,Date : 21st November, 1973

Re : Requisitioned land of Sonapur Tea Estate
Shri Balabhadra Das asked : |
1. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is still “in possession of the land
requisitionéd from the Sonapur T, E. of ‘Gauhati Sub-division
about which Government preferred an appeal against the award
before the Gauhati High Court (L. A. 62 of 1973)?
(b) If so, whether Government has started any process for
isition of the said land?

acqu :
¢ Government has assessed the full cost the entire

(c) Whethe
land under requisition ?

(d) Whether Government has ‘c oty
the causes of granting of a fabulous compensation for requisition

of the said land?

(€) Whether the entir
the owner of the land ?

aused an investigationto ascertain

e amount of compensation has gone to

o



2 Questions And Answers [ 121st November, 1973 ]

(f) Whether the above fact has been ascertained from the Income-Tax
Department ?
Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) replied :
1.(a) The requisitioned land is under possession of Defence Auth-
ority. The High Court case No. is FA 62/73.

(b) No.

(c) Yes. D. C. Kamrup has paid the compensation amount by
cheque after deducting the outstanding dues.

(d) The matter is under enquiry.

(c) Yes.

(f) No.

Shri Balabhadra Das: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has stated that
the order of acquisition was passed by the DG May. I
know from the Hon’ble Minister when the order of acquisition
was passed by the D. C, and when the amount was paid
to the party ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) :—Sir, I did not say that the
order of acquisition was passed by the D. C, Sir, T have
stated that the D. C. Kamrup has paid the compensation
amount by cheque.

Shri Balabhadra Das:—Sir, I am sorry, My question is that when
the order of award of compensation was passed and when
was the amount paid to the party ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) :— Sir, the date of award was
3.10.72, and the date of payment by the D. C. by cheque
was 2.12.72, after deducting outstanding dues to the Govt.

Shri Balabhadra Das :—Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble Minister
what was the total amount involved in it? May I also know
from the Hon’ble Minister whether Govt. have taken any
action so speedily in other acquisition and requisition cases as
it has been done in this case? :



i Questions And Answers [21st November; 1973] 3

Q _ Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister ):—Sir,” I can tell the amount

\ involved in this case. But as regards the other question T am

| sorry, I am not in a position to reply. The amount involved

F : in this case was Rs. 49,08,786.50P. and plus interest @ 6%

,{ . it comes to Rs. 1,51,817.08P. So, the total amount comes
" to Rs. 50, 60, 603.58 P. |

-JI Shri Dula) Chandra Barua:—Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble
‘\ Minister whether the Defence Authority has requisitioned the
?i land with the prior consent and appfovaf R
{' Assam 7 If so, when the approval was given 2

J')" ; Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister ) :—Sir, T am sorry as the .rcc-
ord is not with me '

Shri Dualal Chandra Baraa :—Sic, wh:n we ask the HOn’Ble
Minister to give the information, he should give the specific
information as raised because it has become a chronic problem
to us. On several occasions the Defence Authority has requisi-
tioned the land but for years together they did not finally
acquire the land with the result that the question of compe-
nsation money- could not be settled in time ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi.(Minister) :—Sir, ~it is up to the Defen-

ce Authority whether they will acquire the land finally or

not. Generally on their request Govt. is to requisition the
land. But regarding acquisition it is up._to them whether thev

will finally acquire the land or not,

Shri Balabhadra Das :—Sir, this very entire Tea Garden was about
to be sold at Rs. 5 lakhs. But it seems the compensation
money will be much higher than this, May T know from
the Hon’ble Minister whether Govt. have made LGy T
ation in this matter ? 5

Sﬂrx Paramanand'\ Gogoi ﬂ\’hmstcr) ~Sir, T have fio Kriowledge

.dbout this mafter of value of the Tea: Galdey,



& Questions And ANSWers [21st November, 1973]

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister): Sir, I have no knowledg-
about this matter of value of the Tea Gargen. But it js
under enquiry by the Govt.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, may I koow from the Hon’ble Minister

on what basis the compensation has been assessed ? Is it on
the basis of the value of the crop ? If so, what is the area

under crop ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : Sir, I think the value of the
crop is already assessed when requisition of compensation
money has been fixed.

Mr. Speaker : His question iS whether it is on the basis of crop ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister ) : Sir, I have no information
about the crop.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble
Minister why the compensation money has been made in excess ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : Sir, originally the Collector’s
assessment was Rs. 2, 37, 491.35p. Aguinst this award of the
Collector, it was referred to the District Judge and Arbitrator,
This was the award of the District Judge and in this matter
we have no jurisdiction into the Court.

Shri Balabhadra Das: Sir, when an appeal has been preferred,

: o
why the Govt, did not pray for staying of the award ? 338

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister ) : Sir, the Defence Authority
filed an appeal and this has been replied in my answer to
(08 NU. 1. (a)-
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S Questions And Answers [21st November, 1973} 5

4 . Mr. Speaker : Now Question No. 2.
e : Re: Purchase of Cement Bags

. . Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli asked:
i # 2. Will the Minister. Flood Cosntrol be pleased to state—
(a) The amount of expenditure incurred for purchase of Cement
i, ; bags and the number of Cement bags purchased during the
- years for 1970 to 1973 under (i) Dhemaji and (ii) North
9 ¥ Lakhimpur E. and D. Divission.
| ? (b) What is the total amount that the Government propose to
\f spend for the (i) purchase of Cement bags, (ii) purchase of
1 g Bamboo for the ensuing flood, season 1973 for Dhemaji
’tr'./ E. and D. and North Lakhimpur E.and D. Division.
‘,'} " Shri Bishnu Prasad (Minister of State for Flond Control) replied;

i 2{(a) The number of Cement bags and the expenditure incurred
| thereon from 1970-73 in favour of Dhemaji and North Lakhimpur
E. and D. Division is as follows:—

\ (Year-wise)

iy (i) Dhemaji E. &. D. Division

. —

Year Nos. of bags purchased Total expenditure Remarks

i

i 1970-71 . 10,58,771 Rs, 6,14,743
§ _ 1971-72 5,64,426 Rs. 3,84,806
/A - 1972-73 5,65,456 Rs, 3.80,342

(ii)) North Lakhimpur E. &. D. Division

F 1970-71 4,31,810 Rs, 2,69,690

| 1971-72 1,72.617 Rs. 1,09,850

1972-73  2,31,255 Rs. 1,61,880

(b) As per flood drill estimate the following purchases are propased-
Dhemaji E. & D. Division

£ Epmity Cement bags =-3,00,000 nos.

R Bamboo ... ... ==35,000 nos.

3 North Lakhimpur E. & D. Division

Cement Bags =- 17,0000/~
Bamboo .. = 50,000/—
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Shri Pitsing Konwar ; What is the total amount of expenditure
for purchase of Cement bags and the number of Cement bags
purchased during the years for 1970 to 1973? Where was the
floods ? Will the Government be pleased to explain how do

they propose to dispose of them during the floods in Dhemaji
in 1973 ?
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Re : North Eastern Couneil
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
*6. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
Whether North-Bastern Council is purely an Advisory Body ?
Shri Sara¢t Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :

6. Trisan Advisory Body under seclion 4 of the 'North-Rastern
Couneil Oct, 1971,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Though it is an Advisory Body, it
seems that almost all the projects are to be pL'ocessed thfough
this Advisory Body. If so, how it is an Advisory Body ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister): It is an Advisory
Body. It has no executive authority. Whatever project is to
be execufed, it is to be executed, by the States concerned,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: How the 'qﬂestior-l of recommendati-
on by that ‘body comes when all projects are to be process-
ed through this body ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) What happens is that
the represéntatives of all the States meet and if they decide

upon a project mutually beneficial then -that project is exccu—

ted by the executive agency of the State under  which that
particular project falls.

Shri Dnlal Chandra Barua : If it is so, whether it is a fact that
recently when all the Chief Ministers ol ‘this region, under the
Chairmanship of the then Governor, Shri B. K. Nehru, met the
Prime Minister, they requested the Prime Minister to give this
body executive power? If so, how the Chief Minister can say
that it is an Advisory Body?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) It has no executive
power. I have already said that the council is an Advisory
body and it has been so povided in the Act, Unless the relevant
provision of the Act is changed, that question does not arise,
If it is mutually decided that a particular project is to be exec-
uted, it is to be executed Dby the executive agency of the
State concerned. But if that State does not agree to the project,

it will not be exec-utied.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ; May I know whether Processing throu-

sh this body 15 a must 7 1P S0, how 'it 45 an advisory body ?
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So far as we understand, this body is to give advice about
common projects and it seems that almost all the projects are
to be processed through that particular quy. If that be so,
how can it remain as an Advisory body ?

Shri garat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister): It is very simple. If
a particular project is proposed and it is accepted by the States
concerned, it is executed by the executive agency of the State
under which it falls, and if it is not accepted, it is not exec-
uted.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : May I know from the Chief Mini-
ster whether it is binding on the State Government to exec—
ute anything which is recommended by the North Eastern Cou
neil 7 Secondly, whether the State Government can refuse to
accept anything which is recommended by - the council ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) I have already said,
ils recommendation is not binding on the States. But if it is
mutually agreed upon by the Member States that a particular
project should be undertaken, then, surely, it will be executied

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: TIf the state Government does not
accept any recommendation by the N. E, C, whether that
will stand in the way of getting financial assis_tancc that will be
needed for that particular project from the Government of India ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : If we do not agree
to a paiticular project, that project will not be executed.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Suppose we want to construct a road
but the N. E.C. does not give its clearance, will Govt. of
India give us. money ? :

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) N. E. C, will advise

that this particular road is to be constructed 'nul the fum!

will be _given by the Govt, of India,
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Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi: May I know whether there is any
provision in the Act that all developmental projects are to be
processed through the N. B. C,, and if N, E. C. decides
by a majority vofes that a particular project should be exec-
uted, it is binding on the State Government concerned to im-
plement that project?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : No, Sir.

Shri Premadhar Bora: Since N. E.C, is a common forum of the
sister States may I know from the Chief Minister whether the
cemmon boundary dispute has so far been discussed in that
forum ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :- That may be discussed.

Shri Dulae Chandra Barua : - Whether any benefit has been derived
out of this body ?

Shri Sarat Chandrs Sinha (Chief Minister) : Surely we will be bene-
fitted,

St. Q. Nos. 7,8 and 9 was not put, members being absent,

Re : Erosion of Gaurang River

Shri Charan Narzari asked :
%10, Will the Minister, F.C. & L: be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Kokrajar Town has been
seriously threatend by erosion of the Gaurang river ?

(b) If so, whether it is also a fact that in spite of repeated
public representations nothing has so far been done by the
authority concerned for protection of the Kokrajhar town
from erosion by the Gaurang river ?

(c) If so, the reasons for not taking steps for protection of
the Kokrajhar town from the erosion of the said river ?

Shri Bishnn Prasad (Minister af State, F. C, and 1.) replied :

10. (a) No.
(b) Does not arise.
(¢) Does not arise,
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Shri Charan Narzary : Whe:her Government think it necessary to
construct some protective embankments in Kokrajhar  to save
the: town ?

Shri Bishnu Prasad (Minyster) ; T have already said that there is no
such serioﬁs erosion in the river Gaurang. But there is erosion
here and there and we have already constructed one embank-
ment with marginal bund. At the moment ther is no new
proposal.

Shri ‘Premadhar Bora: What is the distance between the river and
the town ?

Shri Bishnu Prasad (Minister) : It is near the town.

Shri Charan Narzary : Whether any survey was made ‘and plans
and estimates prepared for this purposz earlier ?

Shri Bishou Prasad (Minister): T have already said, thete is no
new proposal. We had a proposal for constrnction of a bund
with rivetmen and the construction started in the year 1969-70
and completed in 1970-71 costing Rs. 10, 02, 283/—,

Shri Charan Narzary : whether Government received any represen-
tation from the people concerned demanding protection of the
town from erosion of this river ?

Shrij Bishnu Prasad (Minister): T have already said. there is no
serious threat to the town.

St. Q. No. 11 and 12 — Not put, members being absent,

Re : Sugar Mills
Shrimati Pranita Talukdar asked
* 13, Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that there are proposals to set up Sngar
Mills in the State 9

(b) Whether sites have been selected for those Mills in Assam ?
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Shri Mahammad Idries (Minister, Industries) replied :
13.(a) Yes. Government propose to set up seven more Sugar Mills
in. the State,
(b) The exact locations have not yet been selected ; but'if is
propose to set up one Mill each in the Districts of Kamrup,
Darrang, Mikir Hills, Nowgong, Goalpara, 'Lakhimpur and

Dibrugarh.
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Re:  Fertiliser of Unit of Associated Industries

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked : _
% 14,. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state—; - -

(a) Whether the Government is awar that the Fertiliser “Unie &f
the ‘Asgociated Industries is still closed ?

(b) 1f so, what step has been taken by the Government to
open this Unit ?
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Shri Mahammad Idris (Minister, Industries) replied :
14. (a)— Yes.

(b)—Government have taken up the matter of re-opening this

unit by the Government of Innia under the Indusiries (Develop-

ment and Regulation) Act, 1951 and it is being pursued with

Government of India.
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister. Parliamentary Affairs ) :

Sir, the Homble Members, in the name of showing justifica-
tion in support of admissibility of this motion, have stated
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facts in details but I do not like to give reply to those facts

because they have stated facts in three categories-past present

and future. In the adjournment motion during the course of

their arguments they have specified the period over which this

adjournment motion is sought to be moved-that period is

sometimes in the month of October and first part of November,

not earlier to that or after that, But if we just take cogni-

sance of the statement specifying the period then this notice
is vague because by giving a quotation they have stated in the
notice that “The House do now adjourn to discuss recent price L
Tise of essential commodities in the State”’ The recent has -
not been defined but

simply they have specified in their
Statement that is, sometimes in the month of October or first
part of November but it is not recent. Recent must be a recent ‘
Occurrence to-day or yesterday. Now, for the information of '
the Hon’ble Members, I have already said that T do not like
to enter into discussion of facts but I have been compelled

to furnish one information for the Hon’ble Members that recently

the price hag been decreased considerably. I am coming from ‘s.;‘}-
the district where the scarcity of rice and the price of rice
was highest in Assam, i, e. Dhubri...... . ...

Shri
i Dula) Chandra Khaund : Sir, is he arguing the facts?

Shri :
™ Syed Abmed Ali (Minister) : As I said Sir, in Dhubgi, from
where T o

Rs ame yesterday, the price of rice has gone down to
S- 1.50 per K. G, and will go down more within a few days.

S oy . .
0., the sense ang spirit of the Adjournment Motion does not
€Xist now,
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, (Minister :) Sir, we are drifting away from
the main point.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, the Minister is taking away the
valuable time of the House by entering into controversies. He
is to speak against the admissibility of the motion and not

facts.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, (Minister :) Sir, I was about to reply. Ia
the course of statement they have stated so many facts.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, He is not the Supply Minister.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, (Minister ;) Now, Sir, in favour of non-
admissibility of the Motion would simply like to quote Rule
57 clause 4. Rule 57 (iv) s—the motion must not anticipate
o matter which has been previously appointed for consideration,
or with reference to which a notice of motion has been

previously given, regard being had to the probability of the

matter anticipated being brought before the House within a

reasonable time’’.

Sometimes in the month of July last, Hon’ ble Member

Shri  Promode Chandra Gogoi moved a Calling Attention

Motion on which a statment was made by the Chief Minister
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and on the statement of the Chief Minister a Speeial Motion
was moved by Shri Dulal Chandra Barua on the 17th of
July and it has been pending before the House and Partial
discussion has already been made., So, Sir, while the resolu-
tion relating to the present subject matter of the Adjourn—
ment Motion is pending before the House. .......

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah : Not resolution Motion.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Motion is also a Resolution.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : - No, no, thjs is your interpretation.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister) ; Very good. So, under Rule 57
Clause 4 this Adjourament motion is not Admissible. More-
over, Sir, to-day in the Order Paper there is another petition
going to be moved by Mr. Bhattachajee and in that petition
so far as my information goes..

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi ; That is not known to us; that
Petition is not kaown to us-what isthe content of that petition.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Under Rule 57 clause 4 and
also under rule 57 clause 5 the motion, ¢“the motion must not
deal with a matter on which a resolution could not be moved”,
there is no bar that we can not move a resolution on the
subject matter. There is ample time. Today is the first day
of the Session, we can casily move any resolution on the sub-
ject matter: Under Rule 57 this Adjurnment motion should not
be admitted, :

Shri Dulal Chapgdra Barua : Sir, he is wrongly interpreting the Rule.

The matter on which the resolution ‘cannot’ be passed i8S not

the thing, ‘can’ be passed is the thing, Will the Hon’ble Minister
Please read out the Rule ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Al; (Minister) : T request the Hon'ble Chair to
read out and explain the rule,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Though I have not gone through the
Rule now I can say thatit is wrongly « interpreted.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) ¢ If a resolution cannot be moved
on any matter in that case an Adjournment Motion may be

~ allowed to be moved but if we move a resolution or any
other motion to raise a discussion then it should not be allowed.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ; Nobody says you can not move a resolution.
The subject matter of the Adjournment Motion is pending before
the House by simply speaking that the matler could be asked
to drop. -

Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacherjee : Sir, this is a dangerous interprefa-
tion. This Subrule 5 of Rule 57 embodies the restrictions ; what
the Hon'ble Minister has said as “right” in fact are the ‘“‘restrictions™.
Only that matter can come before the House on Adjournment
Motion on which there “can be” a resolution ; on which there
scannot” be a resolution cannot be the subject mafter of an

adjournment motion.
Mr. Speaker : Alright, I have heard both the sides, [ keep the ruling

% TESErve.

Now, item No. 2- Mr. Dulal Chandra Barua.

| CALLING ATTENTION

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua Sir, under Rule 34 of the Rules of

procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly

I beg to call the attention of the Hon’ble Minister, Revenue,

to the news itcm appearing in the Dainik Asom dated 26th

E -~ October, 1973, under the caption “caxientsy wedY  ARINT
F i werida figies pEeta” |

)



34 Calling Attention [21st November, 197'3]'.

Shri Paramanandra Gogoi (Minister) :
Sir, Attention of Government has been drawn to the report

published in the “DAINIK ASOM?” date 26.10.73 under the caption-

“ANIRNE g SRy wRe AT Bigliw: 5Nt
During 1973, Dhemaji Sub-division was badly affected by floods.

The two waves of floods caused damages to crops, houses, institutions
besides causing loss of cattle and human lives and disruption of
communication. For relief and rehabilitation of the affected people,
Government have so far sanctioned Rs. 3.75 lakhs out of which
Rs. 1.23 lakhs is meant for Test Relief works.

Government have no information that several persons have died
as alleged in the news paper report from diseases due to scarcity
condition prevailing in the area. The Sub-divisional Officer, Dhemaji
has reported that the threatencd hunger strike by the flood affected
people has in the meantjme been withdrawn,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, on a point of clarification, are
Govt. aware of the fact that the financial aid and assistance
which were given as relief measures could not meet the demand
of the people ? If so, whether Govt. have received any fresh
Proposal from the $.D.O. concerncd to give them further relief ?

Skri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister ) : Yes, sir, we shall certainly
consider if any proposal is referred to us by the S. D, 0.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir. may I know from the Hon’ble
Minister what is the reason of iving such-a notice of hunger
strike ? Whether Govt. have received any fepresentation from the
public for which they have deciled to resort to hunger strike ?

Shri Paramanandra Gogoi (Minister) : Sir, Govt, have not received
any representation from the public. But the S.D.0. has referred
the matter to the Govt. But in the meantime, as I have Stated,
Govt, have sanctioned Rs. 3.75 lakhs out of which Rs. 1.23 lakhs
iS meant for Test Relief works, If the S. D. O, refers to us for
further assistance, then surely we will consider the case,

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No, 3,
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Item No.4. : N . 0,
Shri Sarat Ch. Sinba, Chief, Minister, :
‘-M;". Speaker, Sir, we deeply mourn the' death of Shri

Barkatulla khan, Chief Minister of Rajathan, In his death, we

lost a patriot of our country. He died of heart attack on October

11, 1973. Popularly known as ‘pyare Mian”, Shri Barkatullah Khan

tobk over as the Chief Minister of Rajasthan on July 9, 1971.

Born in a Jigirdar family of Jodhpur in August 1920, Shri Khan

was the fifth Chief Minister of the State. He took. over as the

Chief Minister a[‘tcr‘thc resignation of Mohanlal Sukhadia, In the

carly 1940s, when Shri Khan was studying at Lucknow University

for his Law Degree; he took part in the Freedém Moiflement 'J-‘Jf
by arranging several demonstrations.’ In 1951, he Wwas elected
President of - the Judhpur Municipal Council. He became a full-time
politician from 1952, when he became a Member of the Rajas-
than Assembly since 1957. Shri Khan joined the State Cabinet
as Deputy Minister for Planning, Power, Technical Education and
Tourism from 1960 to Jaly 1967. He. was a- Member of the
_I,ndian Deligation to the Silver Jubilez Sszssion of the U.N. in
1970. In July 1971, he went on a tour of Libya, Algeria, Tunisia
and Morocco as the Prime Minister”s ~representative to  explain
the Bangladesh developments. We convey our deep T s :
dolence to the bereaved family. ' ‘ 1
Mr. Speaker Sir, We deeply mourn the death of Shrimati J.YOtsna, Cha- o
nda, a devoted social worker, She died of heart attack in New Delhi

on September 16, 1973. She was 70,

Born in 1904 at Silchar, Assam, Shrimati Chanda ‘was ﬁfst elected o
to the Assam Legislative Assembly in 1957 and became a Lok Sabha

Member in 1962, Shrimati Chanda was associated with ‘many Trade

_Uninns_ Educational Institutions and Sosial Welfare - Organisations, B



;

1 L
'5

'l
3
!

|
}

Obituary References  [21st November, 1973] 41

She was the Chairman of the N.F. Railway Employees’ Union and
a Member of the Assam State Advisory Board of Women’s Education.
Shrimati Chanda represented Assam in different Conferences and
Organisations, including the All India Conference on Community
Development held in Aurangabad in 1958.

We convey our deep sense of condolences to the bereaved
family Sir, We mourn the death of Shrimati Nellie Sengupfa, wife of
Deshapriya Jatindra Mohan Sengupta, and the only European woman
to be elected to an Indian Legislature, died in a hospital in
Calcuita on October 23, 1973, She was 87.

Born in Cambridge in 1886,she met the Deshpriya when he went
to study in the University there.

Contrary to general expectations, Shrimati- Sengupta, after the
sudden death of her husband in 1933, decided to live and work in India.
Shortly before her husband’s death, she had been elected an
Alderman of Calcutta Corporation, She was re-clected in 1936.
She also served on the Managing Committees of various Hospitals
and charitable institutions. In 1940, she was elected to the Bengal
Legislative Council from Chittagong on the Congress ticket, In
1946, she was re-glected from Chittagonsg.

After partition, Smt. Sengupta chose to live in Chittagong.
She was elected uncontested to the Eest Pakistan Assembly in 1954
and remained a Member until the Assembly was dissolved by the
Military regime. Shrimati Sengupta came to Calcutta in 1970 for
Medical treatment and remained there till her death., She was
awarded the Padma Bibhusan in 1973.

Sir, We also condole the death of Shri Dahyabhai Patel, Ex-
Chairman of the Swatantra Party in Parliament and its group leader
in the Rajya Sabha died on August li, 1973, in Bombay.

Shri Patel, scn of the late Shri Vallabhai Patel was born in 1905,
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He began his carecer as an apprentice in the Oriental Life Insurance
Co. and rose to become its Agency Manager. He was a member
of the Indian National Congress from 1924 to (946 and Was
detained during the Quit India Movement from 1942 to 1946. He
was leader of the Congress Party in the Bombay Municipal
Corporation for 6 years and became Mayor of Bombay in 1954-55.

Shri Fatel voluntarily retired in 1948 from the Insurance Com-
pany to take active partin politics, He left the Congress and joined
the Maha Gujrat Janta Parishad in 1958, offered Satyagraha and
was arrested during the Maha Gujrat agitation. He was also

detained for participating in the Martyrs’ Memorial Satyagraha in
1959,

Shri Patel joined the Democratic group on election to the Rajya
Sabha and became its Deputy Leader and later Leader in 1960.
He organised the Swatantra Party in Gujrat and became its Vice-
President.

Sir, we also mourn the death of Shri Dayanand Balkrish-
na Bandodkar, former Chief Minister of Goa, Daman and
Diu who died of heart attack in Panaji on 12,8.73. he was 61.

Shri Bandodkar was the first Chief Minister of Goa, Daman
and Diu. He first became Chief Minister after the liberation
of Goa in December, 1963 and for the second time in march,
1972. A philanthropist, he donated generously to. several inst-
itutions in Goa and outside, extended monetary help for the
construction of the renovation of temples and Churehes.

Shri Bandodkarhad participated in the Quit India Move-
ment of 1942 and was actively associated with Goa’s Freedom
struggle,

We condole the death of thjs valiant  fighter for freedom.

We also condole the death o] Shri Nandamolian Majumdar, a
veteran Congressman and true Gandhian who died on November

b K.
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13,1973 at Uttar Ganakguri near Sorbhog in the Kamrup district-
He was 108. He gave up his teachership at Chuntry’s call in the
first non-cooperation Movement in 1921. He was detained for
several months each in every National Movement. He was awar-
ded Tamra patra in 1972.

We condole the death of Shri Muhibuddin, a leading freedom
fighter who died on October 8, 1973, at Gauhati. He was 87
Born in 1886-at Machkhowa, Gauhati, Shei Muhibuddia passed
the Matriculation Examination from the Cotton Collegiate High
Schoel and got admilted into the Cotton College, but discon-
tinued his College studies to join the Non-cooperation movement
in 1920 under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.

He was closely associated with the Deshbhakta Tarun Ram
Phukan and Karmabie Nabin Bordoloi. He Courted —arrest in
1921 and had to under go- imprisonment for more then one year.
He was the Joint Secy. of the A.P.C.C. for sometime and
Secretary, All Assam Congres Voluntary Assciation, We con-

very our sense of condolence to the bereaved family.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhaitacharjee : Sir, we condole the death of

Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda, who was a member of this House
for 5 years, and who thereafter became the member of Parl-
jament in 1962,

We also condole the death of Shri Barkatullah Khan who
was the Chief Minister of Rajasthan. We condole the death of
Shri Dahyabhai Patel, Chairman of the Swatantra Party in
Parliament and its group leader in the Rajya Sabha.

We condolé the death oiShri Muhibuddin a noted freedom
fighter of Assam and also a noled social worker.

We condole the death of Dr. Tara Chand, a noted historian
and ex-memberofRajya Sabha, We condole the death of Shri

Dayanand B. Bandodkar, Chief Minister of Goa, Daman
and Diu,

o
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gen Gupta who
of India.

We condole the death ofShrimati  Nelli
was a leading figure of freedom movement
We also condole  the death of Grand Old Man Shri Nandi
Mohon Majumdar who was deeply connected With the free-
dom movement.

We also condole the death of Shri Dewan Chawanlal, Ex-
M.P. and a Trade Union Leader.
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Shri Promodq Chandra Gogoi : Mr. Speaker Sir, we condole the

death of Shrimatj Jyotsna Chandra, Shri Barkha-tullah Khan,
Shri Dahyabhai Patel, Shri Muhibuddin, Dr. Tara Chand,
Shri Dayanand B, Bandodkar, Shrimati Nelli Sen Gupta, Shri
Dayanand B, Bandodkar, Shrimati Nelli Sen Gupta, Shri
Dewan Chawanlal and Shri Nandi Mohon Majumdar,

Shrimati Jyotsna Chandra was associated with many trade
unions and social organisations of this country. She was a
Memmber of Parliament and for some time she was also a member
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of this House. Shri Barkhatulla Khas was the first Muslim
Chief Minister of Rajasthan. He was a patriot and he fought
for the progressive policies in the State. We knew that the
state was dominated by the feudal landlords and after beco=~
ming the Chief Minister he had to fight for the progressive land
reforms in the State. At his death of Shri Barkatulla Khan
not ouly the people of Rajasthan but the whole of India
has lost a - valiant fighter of progressive ideas.

Shri Dayanand B. Bandodkar was the first Chief Minister
of Goa, Daman and Diu after the liberation of Portugal.
He fought for the country for the liberation from foreign
rule. After the liberation he also fought for the economic
and social development of the country. We convey our
heartfelt condolence to the families of the departed leaders.
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Shrimati Pranita Talukder : Mr. Speaker may I be allowed to speak

about late Shri N.N. Majumder ?
Mr. Speaker : Ycs.
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Mr. Speaker :

[ associate myself with the feeling and  sentiments
expressed by the Leader and other Hon’ble Members of
this House,.

Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda was born in 1904 at Silchar
and she received her education both at Silchar and Calcutta,
She was elected to the Assam Legislative Assembly in 1957
and she has been a member of Lok Sabha since 1962. She
was a noted parliamentarian and social worker. She associated
herself with many organizations. She passed away in 16.9.73
at the age of 70.

Skri Barkatullah Khan was born at Jodhpur. He became

a member of the Rajya Sabha in 1952 and the member of
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Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha in 1957. He held several ministerial
posts in Sukadia Ministry and finally succeeded Sukadia as Chief
Minister. He was a shrewd politician and toured Libya, Algeria;
Tunisia and Morocco as the Prime Minister’s emissary to explain
the Bangladesh development. In his death country lost a patriot
and a humanist. He died on 11th October, 1973.

Shri Dayabhai Patel was a member of the Indian National
Congress from 1924-1946 and was detained during the Quit
Indiz Movement from 1942-1946. He left Congress in 1948 and
organised the Swatantra Party in Gujrat and was leader of the
Swatantra Party in the Rajya Sabha since 1962. He was a
member as well as leader of the several Indian Delegation to
foreign countries. He died on 1lth August, 1973.

Shri Mugibuddin was born in 1886 at Gaohati, He was a
noted freedom fighter and he courted arrest in 1921. He was
also a social worker. He received political pension and was
awarded Tamrapatra for his services.to the country. He passed
away- on 8th October, 1973.

Dr. Tara Chand was a noted historian and an authority
on Islamic history and culture.  He was a member of the
Rajya Sabha. He was the Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad
University from 1947-48. He was also awarded the Padma
Vibhusan. This Scholar passed away on 13th October, 1973,

Shri D. B. Bandodkar was the Ffirst Chicf Minister of Goa,
Daman and Diu, He actively participated in the Quit Indig
Movement in 1942 as well as in Goa’s freedom struggle. He
was a great philantropist and made generous contributions to
several institutions. ThiS noble soul passed away on 12th
August, 1973,

Shrj Nanda Mohan Majumdar died at the ripe old age of

o
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108. He was a freedom fighter and participated in all the free-

dom struggle.
Smti Nellie Sen Gupta was an Ex-President of the Indian

National Congress and took part in the freedom struggle. She
was the wife of late Deshapriya J. M. Sen Gupta. Smti Nellie
Sen Gupta although a European Lady made India her home and
worked heart and soul for India and her people.

We mourn their loss and offer condolences to the members
of the bereaved families.

Now I would request the Hon’ble Members to rise in their
seats for 2 minutes as a mark of respect to the departed souls.

( Two minutes silence Were observed )
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

Speaker : Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, T called
a meeting of the Businzss Advisory Committee to discuss the
Programme of business of the Session of the Assembly on 3rd
November, 1973 in my Chamber at Dispur. The Committee after
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discussion decided that the Winter Session of the Assembly
commencing from today, the 2Ist November, 1973 should
continue upto 7th December, 1973. The Committee has also
decided to utilise Friday, the 7th December, 1973, which is

a Private Members’ Day, for transacting Government Business.

A copy of the programme as settled by the Committee has

already been circulated to all Members’ There will be 13
working days out of which 9 days have been allotted for
transacting Government Business and the rest 4 days have
been allotted for Private Members’ Business.

I hope this has the approval of the House.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah : From the Govt. Business we have

Mr.

seen that it will not be possible in 13 working days.
Item No. 6 :
Speaker : Under Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly, T
nominate the following Hon’ble Members to constitute
the Panel of Chairman for the current Session of the Asse-
embly :

1. Shri Mohammad Umaruddin.

2. Shri Lila Kanta Bora,

3. Shri Premodhar Bora.

‘4, Shri Kechoram Hazarika.

Under Rule 259 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct

of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, T hereby nom-
nate the following Members to form the Rules Committee :—

1. Speaker — Chairman.
2, Shri Sayed Ahmed AlJi— Member,
3. Shri Md. Umaruddin — Member.
4. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya — Member.
5. Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi— Member.
6. Shri Soneswar Bora = Member,
7. Shri Ataur Rahman Member,
8. Shri Bijay Krishna Handique

£ 3]

5=

Shri Biswanath Upadhaya

39
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Mr. Speaker : I, hercby inform the House that I have received
application from Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki, M.L.A. representing
Hajo Constituency for leave of absence from the Assam Legislative

Assembly. Her application is as follows :
Application of Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki

«Though I was very keen to attend the next Session of the
Assembly to be started from 21st November, on account of doctor’s
advice I shall not be able to attend the Session. As per advice
of the doctor I have to take complete rest and regular check up
in the All India Institute of Medical Science, New Delhi for next
two months,

So I shall feel abliged if you Kindly sanction necessary per-
mission for absence. However, 1 would like to inform you that
I am feeling much better now with all the good wishes of yours

and my colleagues in the Assembly. With kind regards,
Sd/- Renuka Devi Barkataki, M.L.A.”

I think House will grant leave of absence as prayed for in
the application.

Is it the sense of the House that the leave of absence be
granted to the Hon’ble Members ?

( Voice- Yes, Yes. )

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : It this matter Govt. promised to give
her certain financial assistance and atleast 3 to 4 thousand will be
required for payment. But Govt. have sunctioned only Rs. 500/-
hundred or Rs. 790/-. May I request the Chief Minister as incharge
of the Finance to sanction the whole amount which will be nece-
ssary for her treatment as she is a seating member of the Assembly.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : I shall look into this
ma tter. |
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Submission of Various Reports

Item No. 8. !

- Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi : Sir, I beg to move that the House
do agre-e to the extension of time for submission of the Report
of the Privilege Committee relating to the complaint of breach
of privilege against the Editors Shri Jiten Das and Shri Abdul
Mazid of *“Mukha” journal by Shri Surendra Nath Das, M.L.A.
till 30th November, 1973.

Mr. Speaker : Motion moved.

( The motion is passed )

Item No, 9

Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi : Sir, 1 beg to move that the House
do agree to the exfension of time for submission of the report
of the Privilege Committee relating to the complaint of breach
of privilege against Shri Anil Ratan Barthakur and Editor,
Printer and Publisher of Assam Tribune by Shri Dulal Chandra
Barua, M.L.A,, and Shrimati Renuka Deyi Barkataki, M.L.A.,
till 30th November, 1973.

Mr, Speaker : Motion moved.

( The motion is passed )

Item No. 10

Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi : Mr. Speaker Sir, before I move the
motion for extension of time for submission of Report of the
Committee of Privileges relating to the complaint of breach of
privilege against the editor, printer and publisher of “Mahanayak”
by Shri Suranjan Nandy, M.L.A, T beg to submit before the
august House that this notice of complaint was received on
25th July, 1973, i.e., after the June-July Session was over,

The hon’ble Speaker was pleased to refer the matter to the
Committee under Rule 176 of the Rules of Procedure and Con-
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duct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly for examination,
investigation and report by 3lst October, 1973. The examina-
tion and unmqt;;:almn could not be completed by 31st October,
1973. Hence the need of extension of time for submission of the
Report.

[ now move that the House do agree to the extension of
time for submission of the report of the Committee of Privi-
Jeges relating to the complaint of ‘breach of privilege against the
Editor, Printer and Publisher of “Mahanayaka" by Shri Suranjan
Nandi, M.L.A., till 31st December, 1973.

EXTENTION OF TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF
VARIOUS REPORTS

Mr. Speaker : Motion moved,

(The motion is passed)

Ttem No. 11.
Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, again before

I move the motion I beg to submit that this complaint of
breach of privilege against the Editor, printer and publisher
of “Jogasakti” by Shri Abdul Hamid Mazumdar, M. L. A.,
also was received on 25th July, 1973, i. e, when June-July
session was over.

The hon’ble Speaker however pleased to refer this matt-
er also to the Committée under Rule 176 of the Rules of
Procedure and conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly for examination, investigation and report by 3lst

October, 1973.
The examination and investigation could not be completed
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Various Reports

in this case also, Hence the need of the motion for extension
of time.

I now move that the Hocuse do agree to the extension

of time for submission of report of the Committee of Privi-

leges relating to the complaint of breach of privilege against
the Editor, Printer and Publisher of -‘Jugasakti” by shri Abdul

Hamid Mazumdar, M. L. A,, till 3Ist December, 1973.
Mr, Speaker : Motion moved.

(The motion was passed)

PRESENTATION OF THE 17TH REPORT OF THE
PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE

Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi; Sir, I beg to present the Seven-
teenth report of the Committee of Privileges relating to the
complaint of breach of Privilege against Shri Mohitosh purk-
ayatha, Minister, Assam by Shri Dulal Chandra Barua, M.L.A.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :

Sir, when this will be taken up for
consideration ?

Mr. Spcaker: Tt will be done.

LAYING OF REPORTS RULES AT OF
DIFFERENT DEPTT,

Item WNo. 13.

Shri Md. Idris: Sit, I beg to lay the Ninth Annual Report,

197071 of the Assam Small Industries Development Corporat-
ion Limited,

Item No, 14,

Shri Mahammad Idris : Sir, I beg to lay the Seventh Annual

Repore, 1971-72 of thc Assam Industries Development Corpo-
ration Limited.

\
J
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Item No. 15.

Shri Mahammad Idris : Sir, | beg to Ilay the Annual Report,
1971-72 of the Assam Spun Silk Mills Limited, Jagiroad.

Ttem No. 16
( Dr. Lutfur Rahman was absent from the House and the
Chief Minister rose to luy the Report)

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruna ; Sir, it is objectionable and you should
take serious mnote of it. In the order paper the Ministe’s name
is there but he is willfully absenting himself. Of course, the
Chief Minister can lay the report but the convention and tra-
dition of the House must be maintained. The Minister is
willingly dishonouring the House and. therefore he should be
given a stricture.

(At this stage Dr. Lutfur Rahman entered the House)

Mr. Speaker : Mr. Rahman, you ought to have been present in

the House.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman : T am sorry, Sir, I have a very bad throat.
Sir, I beg to lay the Seventh Annual Report, 1970-71 of
the Assam Government Construction Corporation Limited.

Ttem No. 17.

Shri Gajen Tanti : Sir, I beg to lay the Report of the Commission
of Inquiry constituted by Government notification No. SDB,
132/72/10 dt. 20ch June 1972,

Item No. 18.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : Sir, T begto lay the Assam Speaker’s

( Allowances and Privileges ) ( Amendment ) Rules, 1973.

Item No. 19.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Deputy
Speaker’s  (Allowances and Privileges) (Amendment) Rule, 1973.

Item No. 20.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali: T beg to lay the Gauhati Municipal Cor-
poratien Election Rules, 1973.
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Item No. 21.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : 1 beg leave to introduce the Assam
Legislative Assembly Member's .Salarics and Allowances (Third
Amendment) Bill, 1973.

Mr. Speaker : Has the hon. Minister leave of the House to intro-
duce the Bill

( voices © Yes, yes )
Now, here is a message from the Governor of Assam.

The message reads as follows :-
“Under the provision of Article 207 (1; of the Constitution
of India, I, Lallan Prasad Singh, Governor of Assam, reco-
mmend the introduction of the Assam Legislative Assembly
Members’ Salaries and Allowances ( Third Amendment ) Bill,
1973 in the Assam Legislative Assembly.

“

Sd/- Lallan Prasad Singh

Governor of Assam”
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinhia: T beg to introduce the Bill.

( The Secretary read out the title of the Bill ).
PRESENTATION OF LIST OF SUPPLEMENTARY

GRANT/APPROPRIATION FQoR 1973.74
Item No. 22

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : Sir, T beg to present the list of

Supplementary Demands for Grants ang Supplementary Appro-
priation for 1973-74. LAYING OF REPQRTS RULES ETC.
oShri Dulal Chandra Barua Sir, before going to iteny, No. 23 .1
want to draw your attention to the fact that as ";‘:er agenda
the reports of the different committees of the \*louse like the
Public Accounts Committee, Estimates Committee and Employ-
ment Review Committee, are to be placed jin the House to-day.
We have <ent our reports to the Govi, Press but T am sorry
to say that the Govt, Press was not in a position to print

:
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those reports. We should therefore be authorised to present
cyclostyled reports or the Chief Minister must help usin prin-
ting those reports elsewhere, I would request the Chief Minister
through you to take up the matter with the Special Secretary
to see that the reports are printed immediately. We have
prepared our reports and sent to press already. Sir, unless
the reports are presented to the House immediately there is
no point in preparing such reports,
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha: I shall look into it.

Mr. Speaker : I will consider the question of presenting cyclosty-

led reports.

WITHDRAWAL OF GOVT. RESOLUTION ON
RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITITUTION
(31ST. AMENDMENT) BILL, 1978:

A

Now, item No. 23

Shri Sarat Chandra Sipha : [ beg leave to withdraw the following
resolution moved on [lth July, 1973 during the Budgst Szssioa

of the Assembly :
«That this House ratifiecd the amendments to the Constitution

of India falling within the purview of the proviso to clause
(2) of Article 368 thereof proposed to be made by the Con-
stitution (Thirty—first Amendment) Bill, 1973 as passed by the

two Houses of Parliament.”

sir, the ratification has already been made and the Bill
has been passed by both housee of Parliament, and therefore,
it is mot mnecessary.

Shri Dulai Chandra Barua : Sir, a point of order. The resolution

which was moved by the Chief Minister for ratification was
under discussion of the House. Sir, you have not given any

ruling or observation that the discussioa is closed., Therefore
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Shri Sarat Chandra ginhq -

Shri Syed Ahmed Alj -

Withdrawal of Govt. Resolution on [21.11.73]
Ratification of Constitition (31st Amendment)

Bill, 1973.

when the matter was under discussion in the House under what

rule the Chief Minister wants to withdraw the resolution. Rule
o c te

92 reads “The member-in-charge of a bill may at any »slage

of the bill move for leave to withdraw the bill on the ground
that—

(@) The legislative proposal contained in the bill is to be
dropped; or

(b) The bill is to be replaced subsequently by a new bill
which substantially alters the provisions contained there

in, or

(¢) The bill is to pe replaced subsequently by another bill
which includes al] or any of its provisions in addition
to other provisions :

and if such leave is granted, no further motion shall be

made with reference to the bill,”

In this case this was 4 bill though it was brought in

the form of a resolution, T do not know under what rule

the sponsor of the resolution wants to withdraw the bill.

We must have a ruling from the Speaker.

(Chief Minister) ;

become infructuous as the constitution
ady been passed by the two Houses
and no ugsefy] purpose would be served by
olution now in this House. Therefore, T have
the House to withdraw the resolution.

(Minister for Parliamentary Affairs) :

Sir. Rule 126 provides “A member who has moved a resolu-
tion or amendment 0 a resolution shall not withdraw the
same except by Ieave of the House” Now the Chief Ministep
has ‘asked leave of the House to withdraw the resolution,

The resolution has
amendment bjll kg alre
of parliament ;
discussing the reg
sought leave of
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Bill, 1973.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua .

Rule 126 says® that a member who has moved a resolution
or amendment to a resolution shall not withdraw the same
except by leave of the House. On the resolution a discussion
was pending. Whether at this stage the speaker could give
his permission to withdraw the bill ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali: (Minister): The mover of the resolution
has the right under the provisions of this Rule to withdraw
the resolution at a stage subject to the leave being given by

the House.

Mr. Speaker : Regarding the point of order rajsed by Shri Barua
and the rule he quoted, if I remember right, it refers to

4 bill and not a resolution. A resolution can be withdrawn at

any time by the mover with the leave of the House, and he
has been asking leave of the House to withdraw the same.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Under what circumstances the bill was

withdrawn ?

Mr. Speaker : He has already stated that the resolution has become

infructuous because of the bill having been passed by the
two Houses of Parliament; as such there is no meaning in
continuing this discussion.

Has the Hon’ble Member leave of the House to withdraw
the resolution ? (voices yes yes) The resolution is withdrawn,

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION OF
PASSING OF GOVT. BILLS

Item No. 24
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :

Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Finance (Sales Tax)
(Amendment) Bill, 1973, be taken into consideration,

Mr. Speaker : The motion is moved,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, you are

Shri Dulal Chandra Baryg :

aware of the financial position of the State. Everytime
whenever we ask for certain financial assistance for certain
projects in the rural areas the reply generally from the Mini-
ster-in—charge is that there is no fund. Sir, you arc aware
of the fact that due to delay in submission of the financial
memorandum before the 6th Finance Commission We are
going to lose three crores of rupees this time. Due to lapse
on the part of the Finance Department and the administra-
tion in general we have failed to focus the demands of the
Assam  Goverment before the 6th Finance Commission. The
public are interested to know what benefits they are deriving
from the taxes they are to payor are paying, Huge amounts
of money have been hlocked as ‘block capital’
organisations like P.W.D., Public

in various
Health Engineering. All

these have now become white elephants in the name of deve-
lopment.

these.

There have been huge arrears of land revenue are

The governmental machinery is not in a

realise these revenues. There are also huge arrears of other

taxes to be realised. ¢ you examine, Sir, you will find that

the biggest . burden of taxes is on the common cultivators.

There are many instances that I can give in which big bos—
es are evading taxes to the tune of crores of rupees. The
Govt. is very much complacent in dealing with strong hands
against the hig defaulters,

Deputy Speaker : The House stands adjourned till 2 P.M.
The House re-assembled after lunch at 2 P. M, with hon’ble
Mr. Deputy Speaker in the Chair,

Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir. I was dealing
with the financial position of the Stateand also arrear of taxes, huge
arrears that is lying for years together. Sir, this Bill which is LAY

position to -

-
N
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under consideration of the House is to be amended if the House
approved it, juit to keep pace with the Govt. of India, the central
amendment Act on this suliject. Sir, we are much concerned
about our financial resources. The Govt. of India inspite of
our repeated demands for giving a higher percentage of sales
tax share to the State, have turned a deaf ear on the matter.
Sir, by considering the geographical situation of the State of
Assam :nd its neighbouring States and also by considering the

economic backwardness of the State.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sipha (Chief Minister) : Mr. Deputy Speaker

Sir, are we having general discussion or discussing the specific
provision of the Act?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : I am discussing the specific provision of

the Act. We are amending this Act to keep pace or to follow
suit of the Govt. of India in this regard. 1 am speaking about
the share of sales tax on tea, jute and other raw materials and that
we are to get a higher percentage of share from the Govt. of
India. If we arc only to keep pace with the Govt of India by
amending the Act. in the State then we will find there is no
justification on the part of the Govt. to amend this Act. Therefore,
Sir, I am confining my argument only with that. Sir, this
pmposed amendment iS going to hit the common masses ; these
commodities which have been menticned in the Act, torch light
cells, these are generally used by the common people and
therefore, the rate of tax which is going to be imposed on it,
that will hit the common masses. Therefore, 1 submit that before
going to amend the Act Govt, should think over in what way
Govt, of India is responding to our request in giving a major

share from the sales tax collection to the State of Assam.
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Apart from that, as T have already menticned in the morning,
the arrear of tax is huge under this particular head ; the arrear
has gone to the extent of crores year by ycar, Govt. machi-
nery are there to collect this arrear of taxes and [ remember
even year before last staff was sanctioned by the House just
to keep pace with the situation and also to realise the arrear
taxes. Sir, if you analise or go through the records of arrear
taxes and the parties who are iuvelved in it, you will find
that the big merchants, the big capitalists who are exploiting
the common masses,” who are living like lords in Assam, they
have been given the log rope in respect ol payment of arrear
taxes. Therefore, when this amendment has come we want to
Know from the Minister in-charge of Finance, that is the
Chief Minister, the present position of arrear taxes under this
particular head atleast for the last three year and what amount

they have realised up to date and what is the actual demand
of taxes under this particular head. Unless we know the actual

position of income and expenditure we cannot say whether the
amendment will create some impact in the matter of State
finance. Therefore, Sir, the first point isI want to know from
the hon’ble Chief Minister, when we are trying to keep pace
with the Govt. of India and when we want to co-ordinate with
the Govi. of India, I want to know from the Govt. of Assam
what is the share we are geiting from the Govt, of India under
the head ‘Sales Tax’, Number two-what is the actual demand
of the sales tax of our State and what is the average we are

always realising annually and what js the actual arrear up to date,

Sir, with this end in view I want to raise the discussion and I
hope the hon’ble Chief Minister will apprise the House about the
observations which I have made on this subject,
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Shri  Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister;-Sir, the amendment
is very simple. As a matter of fact there has mnot been
any material change. The only thing that has been necessary
to bring about this amendment is that there has been an
amendment to the Central Sales Tax and in consequence we
are also to amend our Act. It isonly rephrasing the items,
there has not becen any material change. But T must also
bring to your notice that some items have been excluded

from the list of the items classified for higher taxation and

on that account, as a matter of fact, tax collection wiil be
less. Omne item. mentioned is galvanised sheet. Before this
amendment the galvanised sheets, corrugated galvanised
sheets, was charged at 0.12 P. Now after this amend-

mentthe tax will be reduced and on that account the loss
will be about Rs. 2 lakhs. There is also a small amend-
ment here — the torch and transistor batteries. Sir, what
happened is that the traunsistor batteries were charged at a
higher rate and torch batteries were charged at 0.07 P, bug
in actual practice the torch batteries and transistor batteries
are same. So, in order to avoid that the transistor
batteries have been \claSSiﬁed along with torch batteries
and torch batteries are to be charged at 0°0.7 P instead of
0.12 P. These are the small changes. Mr. Barua has....,

Shri Sarat Chandra Singha (Chief Minister) - (contd:)-

Mr. Barua has raised certain other points which are of gene-

ral nature and may be discussed during the Budget discussi-
ons, So answer to these points which could be raised during
the diseussions of the Supplementary Demands may be  given

1hen,

E
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of Govt. Bills b

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua This has relevance to this. After all
this is a financial matter appartaining to this Legislature. Hon.
Chief Minister has stated that as we are trying to proceed
on the line of the Government of India, it is without any
relevance. But the matter relates to our State.

So, in my opinion, it is quite relevant.

Shri Sarat Chandra Singha (Chief Minister) Arrears and all other
things these are matters of general finance. So, so far this
Amendment is concerned, it iS not relevant at all.

Shri Dualal Chandra Barua I mentioned about arrears of taxes under
this Head. So, how can it be irrelevant ? I am asking what
are the arrears, what are the annual demands etc. Unless we
know all these things, how can we say that this my be raised
from this or from that. Therefore, T am asking what is the
annual demand, what is the arrear from the Government of
't 1 ——

Shri Sarat Chandra Singha (Chief minister) To ms it is entirely a
different matter—whether there is arrears or not, this is a
different thing. Inspite of that necessary amendment will have
to be made. Arrear i8S a matter which concerns the Govern—
ment, but it can be discussed at Some other suitable time,
such as when the Supplementary Demands will be discussed
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Mr. Deputy Speaker Then I put the Motion. The Question is:
The Assam Finance (Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill,
1973 be taken into consideration. (after a pause) The Motion

is passed.

Mr. Deputy Speaker There i an Amendment of Sub-Clause (4) of
clause 2 of the Bill.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua Mr. Deputy speaker, Sir, | beg to move
that Sub-Clause (4) of Clause 2 shall be substituted by the

following :

«Torch and transistor batterics, torch lights and torch

bulbs .........,. .. 3 paise in the rupee.”

As 1 explained earlier, thess materials are used by common
men in the country, Therefor, as the Hon. Chief Minister
in charge Finance had earlier stated, as Government of. Tndia
have amended this Bill, so in order to Ikcep pace -wnh it,
we are also amending it. > 1 fail to find any logl'C in it.
Because the Amendment of the Governmenlt of TIndia exten-
ds over the entire country. Sir, the conditions of the majo-
rity of the other states are far, far bcttcr‘than that of the peo-
ple of this state. BEven after 26 yeats of independence this state
of Assam has not seen the full boon of its development, So
for the question of ......... o
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—(Contd)
So far as the question of increasing the taxes on this
score is concerned, it iS not justified if we consider the ‘
backwardness of the State as a whole. It may be justified |

@
for certain other States which are far more advanced than .

our State, As I have stated, sir, there are certain States in

our country which are far more advanced than our State and

in fact they are marching ahead with the indastrial - develop- j
ment and they are progressing rapidly in the field of eco—

nomic development. Some of the States have already  having lA

the full-boom in respect of agricultural development. States

1
like Punjab, Hariana, Maharashtra and Mysore are actually ‘
going ahead in respect of agricultural and industrial develo- :

pments. Therefore, the economic impact - created by the

Industrial and Agricultural development of the State can never

be compared with the State of ours which is backward in

this respect. Therefore, sir, if we are o keep pace with

the rest of the country in respect of the finapcial implic- »

ation, then we must see what is Our economic footine in
o

this State. Sir, our economic footing does not permit 13

rate of taxes. Qur rural

in - this respect Goyt have rece- ) 4
ntly declared the miserable condition of our poverty line. i

us to go ahead to enhance the

people are very poor and

This clearly explains the sad plight “of* ‘qur Sraral psople
even after 25 years of independence. Sir, the State, which
is to.go ahead with the economic development, is now :
not in a position to give the : |

propsr  mesdical and other p
facillites to the people living in ths rural  and romotest i
areas of the State.

i
Mr. Deputy Speaker :—Mr, Barua, you must copfine yourself to iy
the points raised in the amendment,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Yes, S8ir, I am just trying to explain

-

the * position if this is raised from 3 paise to 7 paise. I am
tryine to explain the position in this way that cven after 25
years of attainment of  independenec, our people in the rural
areas are mostly starving. Now, sir, what we find here is that
Torch and Transistor -batteries, torch lights and torch bulbs,
which are generally used by the poor people, are now going to be
{axed at the rate of 7%, whereas transistor batteries are to be taxed
at the rate of 12%. Therefore, sir, I am trying to give an instance
of the economic development of this Stiate compared with the
other States of the country, That is why the economic impact
of this State cannot be compared with the other -States. There-
fore, sir, whenever the Govt. of India is proposing to increase
the rate by 10 or 12%, we cannot accept the same in this
House considering . the miserable economic condition of our
common people. Thercfore, sir, my whole contention is that by
raising the tax from 3 paise to 7 paise, we will simply add
further miseries of our poor people. My submission is that 7
paise will be too much for the common mass. Therefore, 3
paise, which has been suggested in our amendment, should
be. imposed considering the economic condition of our poor
people. Sir, most of us -live in the towns and cities and
therefore, we can avail the facilities of electricity: But

those people living in the villages are to depend upoen
Torch Lights, Torch bulbs and transistors. So, the increa-
sing rate will affect them very badly. Even the Tea Garden
Jabourers will also be affected as most of them are using
the transistors. Therefore, sir, my -submission is that this
may be reduced to 3 paise in aTupee from 7 paise as suggested
by the Govt. of India. With these observations, Sir, I commend
my amendment for the acceptance of the House.
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, T have already said that the
amendment is very simple but yet there has been a amendment
to this amendment. But T fully agree with Shri Dulal Chandra
Baruah that really there is no point in moying the amendment,

Sir, the transistors and balterics and the transistors and
SRATETES | o

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah : I did not say that there is no point.

L only said that in this amendment some points are to be added.

There are nor many points in the amendment itself,
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : Right Sir, The tax for the torch

batteries has already been fixed at 7 paise. For the transistor

batteries the tax was fixed at 12 paise. Now, Sir, as I have already

said that this amendment is only rephrasin
Item. And as 3 consequence of the amendment of the Central
Tax, we find it Convenient that some tax
until that

g and regrouping of

could be reduced and
comes we have regroupped the transistor batteries
which was fixed at 12 paise. On account of the regrouping it
would be charged now at 7 paise and

been reduced, Now the Hon’ble Membe
7 paise be further reduced to 3 paise.
the Hon’ble Members’

in that way the tax has
S have asked that the
It is quite right, so far as

point of view is Concerned, but then sir, the
highest rate of tax is not 7 paise or 12 paise,

It is something more.
The

rate of tax in some jtems s 25 paise. So
highest rate of rate of tax,

the richer sectjon of the p
rate and that rate goes to
mStances the 7 paise whi
batteries that has not be

» Oir, 7 paise is not the
There are items which are consumed by
cople and these we charge the highest
the extent of 25 paise. Tn that circu.
ch has been charged against the torch,
®n changed ; that is there, we have

n

A TS
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only reduced the tax in respect of the transistor batteries
fron 12 paise to 7 paise. I think this is reasonable. Again
1 say that is first rephrasing and regrouping of the items
and in consequcnces of the regrouping this amendment has
become necessary.

Depaty Speaker : I put the amendment. The amendment is that
Sub-clause (4) of Clause 2 shall be substituted by the following :-
¢Torch and transistor batterics, torch lights and torch bulbs
wevmris 3 paise in the rupee.”

(The house divided)

Mr. Deputy Speaker : I put the emendment.
(The amendment is lost)

Now, I put the clause 2 of the bill.
(The motion is passed)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Clause 2 form part of the Bill.
(The motion is passed,)
I put that the clause I the preamble, enacting formula, short
title form part of the bill.
(The motion is passed)
Shri S. C. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, I beg to move that the Assam
Finance (Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill, 1973 be passed.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : I put the question that the Assam Finance

(Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill, 1973 be passed.
The motion is passed.
Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, I have got a submission. Near about 10,000
people are demonstrating in front of the House. I would request
you and the other honourable members of the House to go and

see the people. If you permit us to go and see them we will be

grateful.
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Shri 8. C. Sinha (Chief Minister) : That is not possible, it will be
unprecedended. It is not possible that the whole House will go
meet them. The Chief Minister can go and meet the people but
not the entire House and the Speaker.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua ;: Then we are going,

Mr. Deputy Speaker : We have already accepted one petition on
this issue, .

Shri ‘Dulal Ch  Barwa : We are intending to go so that the
thing may go as it is.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : That is a different| thing, because I cannot
break the House.

(At this stage the Opposition Members walked out of the
House)

Item No, 25,

Shri S. C. sinha (Chic',f" Minister): Sir, [ 'begL to move that the':
Assam Legislative Assembly Members’ Salaries and Allowances
(Second Amendment) bill, 1973, be taken into cansideration,

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I put the question that the Assam Legi-
flative Assembly Members’® Salaries and Allowances ( Second-
Amé‘n'dment) Bill, 1973 " be taken into consideration.’ '

.(.Thc motion is passed. )

Mr. Deputy Speaker : As there is no amendmzat the Minister
may go to 25 (c).

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : (Chief Minister) ;. Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Legislative Assembly M_emhers‘ Salaries and
Allowances ( Second Amendment ) hill, 1973 be passed.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : T put the question ;hat the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly Members’ Salaries and  Allowances ( Second-
Amendment ) bill, 1973 be passed.

(The motion is passed, )

Pl en
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Item No. 26.

Shri S. C. Sinha (Chief Minister): Sir, I beg to move that the
Assam Excise (Second Amendment) Bill, 1973 be taken into
consideration. :

Mr. Deputy Speaker . I put the question that the Assam Excise
(Second Amendment) Bill, 1973 be taken into consideration.

(The motion is passed)

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha  Chief Minister) ; Sir. I beg to move that the
Assam Excise (Second Amendment) Bill, 1973 be taken into
consideration clause by clause.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : There is one amendment in the name of
Shri Dulal Ch. Barua as he is absent and as it is not moved
it is treated as lost.

Now, I put clauss 2 thus form part of
the Bill.
(The metion is passed)

Mr. Depaty Speaker : There is no amendment to Clauses 3,456 ang
7 and so Iput that clauses 3,4,5,6, and 7 should form part

of the bill.
(The motions is passed).
Now, I put that the clause I, preamble, enacting formula, short
title should form part of the bill.
(The motion is passed).
Shri S.C. Sinha (Chief Minister : S?T, I beg to move that the Assyp,
Excise (Second Amendment ) Bill, 1973 be passed.
Mr. Deputy Speaker : I put' the guestion that the Assam Excise
(Second Amendment) Bill, 1973 be passed.
(The motion is passed)s
Item 27.

Shri §. €. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, T bez to move that the i
Liquor Prohibition (Amendment ) Bill, 1973 be taken intq C;_?T
181«

deration.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker : I put the question that the Assam Liquor

Prohibition (Amendment ) Bill, 1973 be taken into consideration,
(The motion is adopted ).

Shri S. C. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, 1 beg to move that Assam

Liquor Prohibiton (Amendment ) Bill, 1973 be taken into
Consideration clause by clause,

Mr. Deputy Speaker : There is an amendment in the name of Shri
Dulal C. Barua., He is to move the amendment. Also there
are 11 others, As they are absent it may be treated as with—

drawn or the amendment is not moved. Now, [ put that Clause
2 thus form part of the bill,

(The motion is passed).

Mr. Deputy Speaker : As there s 1o amendment in clause 4 it shall
form part of the bill. (The motion is passed). T also put the

question that the preamble, enacting formula, short title shall
form part of the Bill.

(The motjon s passed).

Shri S. C. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, [ bez to move that the Assam
Liquor Prohibitjon (Amendment) Bill, 1973 pe passed.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : 1 put the question that the Assam Liquor
Prohibition (Amendment ) Bill, 1973 be passed,

(After a Pause)
(The motion is passed ). The Bill is passed

ADJOURNMENT

The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m, tomorrow.
The House thep restat 3P, M till 10 A. M. on Tuesday the 22nd
Nov, 1973,

P. D. BARUA
Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly.
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