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Proceedings of the Fifth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly Assembled after the Fourth
General Elections under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution

of India

PRESENT

:: . Shri Ramesh Chandra Barua, B. L., Speaker, 12 ( Twelve )

Ministers, 3 ( Three ) Ministers of State and 85 ( Eighty
five ) Members,

STARRED
Questions and Answers

( To which oral replies were aziven )

Date + 22nd June, 1973

Re : Military Seeretary to the Governor of Assam

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

#274. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the post of Military Secr-
etary to the Governor of Assam which was kept in
abeyance for years together asa “measure of economy”
is now held by a retired civilian officer of Government
of Assam ?

(b) If so, who isthe officer and what are his special qu-
alifications and what are the justifications for his app-
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ointment to this post after retirement ?

Sh:i Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :

274. (a)}—The post of Military Secretary to the Gove-
nor Assam was not kept in abeyance as an economy
measure ; the post is now held by a Military officer.

(b)—Does not arise.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Hon’ble Chief
Minister has stated that the post is now held by a
Military Officer. May I know from the Hon’ble Chief
Minister whether that officer is a retired officer or he
1s in service ?

Shri Sarat Chanira Sinha ( Chief Minister )~ Sir, he
has already been working as A.D.C.to the Govermnor.

Mr. Speaker—The question is whether he is a retired Officer ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, I do not
have the information,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, my question was
whether the post was held by a retired Civilian Officer
of the Government of Assam ? May I know from the
Hon’ble Chief Minister whether the A.D.C. is a retired
civilian officer of the Government of Assam ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—No, Sir, he
is a Military Officer.,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, may 1 know from.
the Howble Chief Minister what are the total number
of Assamese employees in the Raj Bhawan Sectt, ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—( Chief Minister ) Sir, that is
a4 new questicn,

4
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Chief Minister whether the Private Secretary
to the Governor of Assam isa man from Assam Govt,
cadres 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minijster }—Sir, that is a
new question., The question relates to the post of
Military Secretary to the Governor of Assam:

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Chief Minister whether we are required to
bear the costs of the establishment of the Governor
of Assam ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )}—Sir, the estab-
lishment of Governor bas been transferred to the Govt,
of Meghalaya and the costs of the establishment of
the Governor will be borne by all the States.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Chief Minister whether the assets of the Gover-
nor House have been declared as the assest of the
Govt. of Meghalaya ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, so far
as I know the question of assets and liabilities between
two States will be decided according to the norms which
have been set forth,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, whether it isa fact
that Govt. of Meghalaya declared that the assets of
Governor House are their own property ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinba ( Chief Minister ) Sir, that is
a new question. But so far as I kanow, in order to
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determine the asssts and liabilities of the Governor
House, certain norms have been set forth and accor-
ding to that determination if the Governor House has
been allotted to the Govt. of Meghalaya, that is a
different question and I do not know, Sir.
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To enquire and report
1. Whether the Mangaldoi Water

Supply Scheme was ex-
ecuted according to the plan

& estimates and the sp-
ecifications approved by the Municipal Board ;

2. (a) Reasons for delay in sending the detailed plan &
estimates for the 1st phase to the Municipal Board ;
(b) The Person / Agency responsible for the delay ;
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4 (c) Whether the water as supplied is unfit for human

; consumption ;
{d) Whether the Supply is inadequate as compared to

ﬁ the originally nlanned and estimated supply ;
(e) To what extent the actual cost exceeded as origi-
-! nally estimated ;

(f) If there had been considerable excess, whether san-

ction of appropriate authority was taken for such

' ; ; extra expenditure ;

5 (g) Whether all the works originally estimated for Re;

| 5 lakhs have been defficiencies ¢ If so, what are
the reasons ? The pérson, agency, if any, responsible
for this state of affairs,

(h) Whether pipes of dimensions and sizes originally
planed have been fitted, If not, why ? Persons /
Agency responsible for it

| (i) Whether the pipes., pumps and other fittings have
5! been of appropriate quality and standard.

. (j) Whether any godown was hired by the Public Health -

!j Engineering Organisation, and if so the Period for
which it was hired and the amount of rent paid ?

(k) Whether any road was constructed for approach
to pump house, and if so, what was the extent of
the work done and what was the expenditure.

(1) Whether there had been any avoidable and waste-
expenditure ?

(m) Why has there been delay in the execution of
the scheme and to suggest personsfagency respon-
sible for such delay.
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Re : Social Welfare Board
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked .

2279, Wil the Minister, Social Welfare be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Social Welfare Board was reconstituted
in the month of January 19739
(b) Whether this reconstituted Board has

got formal app-
roval of the Central Board 2
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() ‘Whether ‘it is a fact that many of the members of
the Board have com: leted two terms of ‘the Board
and they have again been taken in the Board 9

- (1) If so, what is the reason ‘for such irregular selection
of Board’s member 1

Shrimati Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of State, Social
Welfare ) replied :

279. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(c)—No. Only one member who completed two terms has
been taken in the reconstituted S ate Board.

(d)—The question of irregularity does not arise as accor-
ding to the instruction given by the Central S cial
Welfare Board at least 1/3 of the existing members
can be retained interest of ths continuity of the pr-
cgramme.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—May I know from the Hon-
ble Minister of State, Social Welfare whether the Board

which was formed in the month of January was a per-
manent Board or a temporary Board formed on ad
hoc basis ?

Smti Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of State, Social-
welfare)—This was a permanent board but its term
expired on 31 st March, 1973 and it has been extended
for a further period, |

Smti Renuka' Devi Barkatkai—Sir, the reply is not clear,
The Board' was formed in the: month of ' January. 1973.
Then how <ould its term  expire in the month of
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March, 1973 and  on. 28th/29th of March Government
has decided to constitute another Board—whether that
Board is a permaznent Boardiand it has got the app-

roval of the Central Board ?
Smti Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister, of State; Social

Welfare)—The Board was to be reconstituted but the

Central Board deferred the reconstitution because. the
Central Social Welfare Board was in the .process of

becoming an autonomous body.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, it is not clear. The

proposal to mak° the Central Board an autonomoas
body was there for the last 10 years. May I know

~ from the Minister of State whether this Board has got
the approval of the Central Board pending impleme-
ntation of the old proposal ?

Smti Swarna Prava Mahanta(Mﬁister of the State, Social
welfare )—It has got the direct approval from fh_e Ce-
ntral Social Welfare Board. | .

Smti Renuka Devi Ba:katdkl—-What is the name of, the

person who was given renom natlon or reselecnon by

the Central Board after completmn of two terms 9

Smti Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of State, Social
Welfare )—The name is Smti Anwara Taimur, since 1965.
She was fomerly CSWB’s, nominee for two terms this
year only she has been nominated by the State Govt.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—If the Board is constituted
on a temporary basis, may I know from the Minister
of State whether the Govt; is allowed to form it on
a permanent basis ?

e
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Smti Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of State, " Sacial
Welfare )—It is not the job of the State Government
_ because Assam State Social Welfare Board is an Ad-
visory Board of the Central Social -Welfare Board which
is going to be an auionomous body: and in that case
_the State Govt, has got nothing' to do with the admi-
mstrdtlve function. of ' the. Board. :
ﬂrﬁ IS FAR—E RZ, €2 (@60 T ASE Ao A Ay
oo CTHEL T Tty ATe . fadl-ad iz i), (stare
gita sirde 43! foes afzs) Sz (SRS FAFE NG fFpaE
| ooR T ST HE IE ST TS T (2 S | (wE-
NG T E R R 2
@ﬂtf‘r 7] @© T2 ( TG, ANE I ﬁ%ﬁt J— &3 AT fe za
5fbuae @3e Rl (qiee fere@ s e, feats 8ie 51 @fp-
5 @RT 267 TR CEEEE @Rl 29,32 FRF (T Ae—
frpls gl s R TR AT I, AE AT =7
q] %Z9l 3‘1‘[&6{ eqe |
Siret e At qrel - <EAE A sﬁscna @ =it @2
@6q AWH Q1 AwE wmaAn fFAtE ) SNl @ [EiE sfe
fi e FE-Ede W e 199 Remts iRe Twe,
(@&rEET (ARl (are 11 W @I @I A2 cefent za
(STATe 7T WA QST 2 Fata AE A )
SRSt @F w@ IAFBIT (A, TS FT fasis 1— errBie {754
s AfRHE (@Rl AR
fe) S Al ST @ B (@S AwHE weq) A e
D) 7 @sl qzE (TE, WE I fa®E ) A Yo WU
@ yo oQIFY | OIA (BLE SIOTET EWEEAIGY FI F A
2o ¢ SRTE S @O erEarTHie @i Ao AUl

" Speech not carrected



29 Questions 22 June

TA ¢ RIF | (AT <1 AR 2w 29 wiite, Sz’
:rﬁae T 1.

ST ¥R, W—w T ey oA e WL e

e S T fe0

=aet A ol 7% (3@, wWE s from )—c Bl w1z,
TRl SR A Bt s wonty fo Zeitfi

ST WA WA ;WS - It 1w o @C® & Aze 7w
IR SN AR SR SRl s1F) a9 wme o R
FAILA 7 : :

=aet A ersl 32 (3, wie woy ot )—® A gl
QACT ¢ RIF WO i ¢ oqre) 2 Wi foras sway e,
ST 2| At frmife, B, f, feAbms wire w13-
@ fobeasy gy e |

Smti Pranita Talukdar— Mr. Speaker, Sir, considering the
increased - educated number whether the Government
will take steps to increase the number of members of
the Advisory Board,

Smti Swarna Prava Mhanta. ( Minister of State, Social
Welfare )—Mr, Speaker, Sir, the State Government has
got nothing to do on the constitution of the Ceptral
Board.

Smti Tarulata Bora—«3 s TN (IIE. \mrql fyis g fq
faal tzte ¢ |

Snti Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of State, Social
Welfare)—Sir, it is g new-question which I cannot say
now, :

Smti Renuka Devi Barkatakj Sir, the Minister ‘of " $Fate
has stated that it is 2oing to be autonomous Board,

o,
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may I know from the Minister of St
financial impl
Board.

ate what is the
ications involved in this Social Welfare
Sniti Swarna Prava Mahanta ( Minister of

State, Social
Welfare )—1t is not yet decided, ‘

’:, 0 Re : Supply of Electricity

. Shri Puspadhar Chaliha asked :
£ #281. Will the Minister, Power and Electricity
Py

i)
f
|

be pleased
to state— :

(a) Whether it is a fact that the public of the following

y are agitating since a

long time for supply of electricity in that
() Bharalua, (i) Lumpuria,
Mouza, (iij) Khanakhukura, (iv) Dulia, (v) Raghubari
in Jokaisuk Mouza, (vi) Jarabari, (vii) Dhuniagaon,
(viil) Jhalukagaon in Gadhuli Bazar Mouza 9

. (b) If so, whether it is a fact that the survey works are

completed and estimates sanctioned for these schemes!
(¢) If not, the reasong thereof ? i

villages in Amuguri constituenc

villages
(i) Kaloogaon in Sologuri

% (d) When the said scheme is expected to be completed ?

Shri Mahammad Idris

( Minister, Power and Electricity )
replied :

281. a)—Public Petitions have been received

for electrifica-
tion of these villages,

from time to time,
“(b)}—No, the detailed survey work is in progress,
(c)—The detailed survey takes time,

(d)

—No definite date for the completion of these schemes

can be given now as it may not be possible to take
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. ~1up. electrification - of all the villages at; a time.

Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha—Sir, may- I expect that't ese

‘_;..zé,s,qhgmgg@ will be taken-up during the 4th 5 Year Plan ?

Shri Md. Idris ( Minister,  Industries )—Sir, "some of the Vi-
Ilages will be taken up. in course of the 4th 5 Year
Plan, that means durmg the ne,\t Annual Plan period.
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Mr. Speakel——-The Question How is over.

. Re : Misgpproriation of mgney ,

Shri. Atul Chandra Saikia asked:
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%283, Will the Miniser, Transport, be pleased to state—.
Whether it is a fact that there has been misap-
propriation of = several lakhs of rupees in the . Pool
Section of the Transport Department and whether the
concerning Cashier has alone been: put under suspen-
sion ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Mlmster of Transport )
replid ¢
283. Yes. There was a case of misappropriation in the
Pool Section of the Transport Department -for the
period~ from 13th January 1963 to 7th August 1963
and it is not a-fact that only the Cashier has been

put under ‘suspension alone.

Re : Dairy Developuent
Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :
%284, Will the Minister, Veterinary be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Government is providing more jersey cows
within the urban areas of Assam to meet the growing
demand for milk ¢
(b) What is the total amount distributed in Assam for
Dairy Development as loan ¢
(c) What is the quantum of amount so distributed in
Goalpara District ¢
Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer ( Minister, Veterinary ) replied :
284, (a)—No Jersey cows have been distributed but cross
breed Jersey heifers are distributed on return basis

both in rural and urban areas.
(b)—Rs. 3,50,000:00. ( Rupees three lakhs fifty thousand only).
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(c)—Rs, 25,000°00. ( Rupees twenty five thousand only )
Re: District Transport Authority
Srimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

#7285 Will the Minister Transport be pleased to state—
(a) What is the principle for selection of members of the
Regional Transport Authority in . different districts ?

(b) Who are the members of the different district Regional

Transport Authority ( Names of the members may be

howns " districtwise ) ?

“(c) When' these Boards were reconstituted ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport ) replied :
285. (a)—Government appoint any person as member of a
Regional Transport Authority whom they think to be
fit provided such a person must not have any finan-
cial interest whether as proprietor, employee or other-
wise in any transport undertaking.
(b)—A statement ( Annexure 1) is placed on the table of
the House,
(c)— The dates of reconstitution of the present  Regional
Transport Authorities are’ indicated = below': —
(i. Silchar, Nowgong, Jorhat, Dhubri, Gauhati, 28th
September 1972,
North Lakhimpﬁr and Tezpur Regional Transport
Authorities,
(ii) Dibrugarh Regional Transport = Authorities. 17th

February 1973.

(iii) Diphu and Haflong Regional Transport Authonues
7th  February 1972. :
Subsequently, a few additional members have,
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however, been appointed on some 'of these boards. A
statement ( Annexure Il ) showing the names of the
Regional Transpori Authorities on which additional

members have subsequently been appointed is pl.ced
on the table,
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Re : Irrigation Scheme

Shrimati Anadi Bala Rava asked :
#287. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—
(d) What was the allocation of money for “Irrigation

Scheme” under the Agriculture Departmeni during the
4th five-year plan for Assam 9

(b) The amount so far spent for this purpose ¢
(c) The ‘schemes taken in the south Bank of Goalpara

)
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and the amount spent thereon ?
Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :
287. (a)—(i) Rupees 4000 lakhs ( General areas.
(i) Rupees 62.18 lakhs ( Hills areas)).
Total Rs.46218 lakhs.
(b)—(1) Rupcés 200.38 lakhs upto 1972-73 for ‘the
general areas.
(ii) Rupees 4523 lakhs upto 197273 for the Hills
areas.

Total - Rs. 325'61 lakhs:
(c)- (i) Tslamari Trrigaticn scheme in  Dudhnoi Block —
Rs. 44,300°00,
(ii) Dhersi Irrigation schemes in the Lakhimpur Block—

Rs. 2,00 lakhs.

(¢4i) Small" Flow Schemnies worth -of Rs. 54;,471:00 through
Anchalik Panchayats and one Shaliow tube well
costing' Rs, 5,000 approximate from the “Govern-

ment side.
(iv) Matia Electric Lift Irrigation Scheme —Rs. 4,80,000.
(v) Jinjiram Electric Lift Irrigation Scheme —Rs. 1,80,000.

The amounts shown against (iv) and (v) above
are estimated costs only. The works 'of the schemes

are in progress, as such the entire amount has not
been spent.
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Re : Schemie for electrification
Shri Puspadhar Chaliha asked :
#290. Will the Minister, Electricity and Power be pleased
i to state— ' ‘
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Scheme for electrification
of the Bezgaon in Amguri constituency was sanctioned
about 3 years back 1
(b) If so, whether the same has been implemented j
{ (c) If not, when this scheme is-expected to be completed p
Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister, Electricity ) replied :

- 290. (a), (b) and (¢)—The Scheme was sanctioned in the year
1972-73. The works are in ‘progress -and it is expec-
ted that the scheme will be completed within this
year  (1973-74).

Re : Fire Brigade Sub-centre
Shri Surendra Nath Das asked : .

4 % 291. Will the Minister, Home be pleased to state :
3 (a) Whether: it- is a fact that there is a proposal to set up
a fire brigade Sub-centre at Barama ¢
* (b) Whether itisa fact that the number of fire incidents
in those areas of Barama and Baska block is large 3
(c) Whether it is a fact that there is only one fire bri-
gade centre at Nalbari which is the ‘headquarters of
the Subdivision and from such a long distance no
service can be rendered to the said areas in time 3
(d) Whether  Government will set up a fire Brigade Sta-
tion in the aforesaid area jp
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Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State, Home ) replied : i

291. (a)—No. _

(b)—No, serious fire incidents occured in these arcas du-
ring the last 3 years,

(c)— Yes.

(d)—To cater to the needs of the area, a Sub-fire Station
Tihu is proposed to be set up during the current

year.
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Re ¢ Uphftment of Backward Plams Trlbal

Shri Surendra Nath Das asked : X: ,

#295. Will the Minister, T. A. & WBC. be pleased, to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that schemes for 5th ﬁve-year
plan have been p1epared for the uphftmeht of the
Backward Plains Tribal people 1[1 the State e

(b) What is the amount allotted for implementation of the
said schemes during 5th five-year plan period ?

(c) Whether any special’ economic development schemes
have been taken up by the Government to ‘raise the
standard ‘of the plains Tribal people in the said plan ?

Shri Uttam Chandra Brahma ( Minister, W.B.C.) replied :

295. (a)—Schemes for the over all development  of the
Backward Classes including the Plains Tribals to be
included in the Fifth Five-Year Plan "are under
formulation,

(b}—The Fifth Five-Year Plan of the state Is yet to be
finalised in consultation with the Planning Commnssnon
The outlay for the development of the Backward
Classes sector will be known after the State Fifth
ive Year Plin is finalised.
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(c)—Yes, several schemes for the economic development
of thre:;plainS'tr"ibaIs are under formulation,
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Re : Milling of Wheat Products

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :
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&

%297. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the milling of wheat pro-
ducts will be done at the mills privately owned ¢

(b) If so, whether these mills will cause delivery of wheat
products by weighment ? '

Shri-Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied : o
297. (a)—Yes, "Sir.
(b)_YeS, Sir, %

Re: Basic Training Centre

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :

»298, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether Government received sometime back public
representations to open a Basic Training Centre at
Abhayapuri ¢

(b) If so, whether it is a fact that a plot of land had
been kept earmarked at Abhayapuri for this.centre ?

(c) If so, whether the Government propose to open the
centre in the next academic year to fulfil the long
felt demand of the public ? @

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education ) replied :

298. (a)—No,

(b)&(c)=do not arise.

Re : Accumulated Yarn
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :
%299 Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state-
(a) Whether it is a fact that due to restriction imposed,
there has been huge accumulation of yarn at the
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Textile Mills of Chandrapur and Charduar ?

(b) If so, what step has been taken by the Government
to release these yarns for the consumers’ ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :
299. (a)~For some time considerable quantities of yarn
had accumulated in the stocks of the Textile Mill at
Chandrapur.

(b)—The Cotton Corporation of India has been asked to
lift the yarn manufactured by these Mills and allo-
cated to Assam by the Government of India. The
C. C, I. will sell to retailers who will in turn sell
to Consumers.

Re: Setting up of a Music School

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :

£300. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government received public representation to
set up a music school at Abhayapuri ¢

(b) If so, whether Government propose to set up the
school in the next year ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education ) replied ¢
300. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise,

Re : Loans to Tea Estate
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked:
+301. Will the Minister, Co-operation be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it isa fact that the Proprietor of Balijan Tea
Estate has obtained loans from the Assam Co-opera-
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tive Apex Bank Ltd. through its Planters Co- -Operative
Society ?

(b) If so, what are the tvaS of loans granted to thlS
Tea Estate and the amount accumulated as over due
in this = regard at the” end ' of the tea Session’ of
1971-72 3 ' gt ‘ 5

(c) Whether the market value of this Tea "FEstate is far
less than the borrowed amount ?

(d) If so, how ‘the Bank IS going to coILct amount from
this Tea Estate 9 | |

(e) Whether it is a fact ‘that the Proprietor of this Tea
Estate and‘ the Ex-Managing ' Director’ of the Bank
are related ¢ :

(f) If so, what -is the  relation 9 _

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Co-operation ). replied :

301. (a)—Yes.

(b)-- Cash-credit Tea Hypothecation Finance and N’edlum
term loan. Amount outstanding and over due at the
end of the tea season 1971 -72_was Rs, 8,38 ,450°37.

(¢)—Yes,

(d) The Bank proposes to realise its dues from the, land,
building and machineries of the Tea Estate and the
landed property at Jorhat belonging to the Proprietor
of the garden morigaged to the Bank,

(e)—There is nothing in Bank’s records to show this.

(f)—Does not arise in view of reply to (e).
e : Trdining facilities in oil technology

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :
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#302. Will sthe Minister, - Education -be pleased to state—
To. what extent the Education Department. have

provided facilities to the candidates intending fo re-
ceive  training in Oil Refinery and Petro-Chemicals
Technology -?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education ) replied ¢

302. = Training in Oil Refinery and " Petro-Chemical Techno-
“logy is not provided by the Education Department.
“Training facilities are offered by Industries Depart-
ment,
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Mr. Speaker—The cut motion stands withdrawn. Now [
put the main question. The question that a sum of
Rs. 1,37,57,800 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
complete the sum of Rs; 1,83,800 necessary to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment

during the year ending the 3Ist March,1974, for the
administration of the head “34-Co-Operation”.

( After a pause )

The Grant is passed,
Now Grant No, 88.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) —Sir, [ beg to
move Grant No. 88,
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& Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya—Sir, I beg to move my
cut motion on Grant No. 88. This is a grant wherein
there has been some allocation on the Capital account
outside the Revenue account, particularly the outlay
on schemes of Government Trading. The amount in-
volved is not very big, but the principle involved is
of great importance, and therefore, I should like to
stress on the basic principle of the matter, Sir, the

e =

Chief Minister while winding up the general discussion
on the Budget had stated that he proposes to endea-
vour for building up a society where there will be
economic development with social justice. This is a
very sound and I should say, a very pregmative
approach. We cannot just, at this moment think of
any cut and dried doctrine approach in tackling all
our basic problems, Because, until and unless the
fundamental basis of the society is changed, until
and unless the private property is altogether abolished
3 there cannot be the next phase of human civilization
ushered into our country. But as our State is only
a part of the Indian Union we cannot think of that
fundamental change minus the other part of this
Union. However, in the steps that are taken or that
are proposed to be taken we found there are certain
changes, at least in the propaganda or the lectures
of the rulers (i) which are not in complete conformity
with the basic principle laid down by the Planning

Speech not corrected
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Commission and laid down the Government of India.
I quite appreciate Sir; even in the Govt. of India or
the Planning Commission there are different trends
and there are different lines of thinking and natur-
ally, every plan tries to impress its line of approach
to the tackling of different questions But Assam being
what it is, we cannot however, stress certain issues
and certain principles without realising the basic ob-
jective realities of the State, Now, in this connection
we should remember two things, that for a socialistic
approach to the solution of the problems (at this Stage Mr
Speaker left the House and Shri Lila Kanta Bora, Chair-
man occupied the Chair) it is not enough to see only the
production side we must also see the side of distribution;
While the society should endeavour to make a gre-
ater production and while in the prucess of production the
basic factors of production should be under the control of
the society, while the mother of industries—the basic and
major industries should be state owned, there is bound
to be lopsidedness of the development if the distri-
bution side is lost sight of. We have, up till now,
seen that so far as this part of the Indian Union is
concerned the Government of India has been ra-
ther not very generous in the effort to remove regional
imbalance. Unfortunately while the British Govern-
ment was here in India, certain parts of the country
had the opportunity of industrial development mostly
because they had seaports and these places naturally
were Bombay, Madras and Calcutta, T hey had the



1973 Voting on Demand for Grants 53

opportunity of big ports and harbours, they had the op-
portunity of having foreign trade and therefore, these
areas could develop industrially. But so far as the
hinterland is concerned, that remained only the place
for colonial explo'tation. In Assam, no doubt, there
was some development of some sort of industry but
these were all agro-industries, viz : tea, oil, coal and
timber, and for that purpose and only with that end
in view the British Government had developed rail-
way and steamer services in the State. After the Bri-
tishers went away there ought to be some change so
far as the basic industries are concerned, for example
oil. The Government of India ought to have given a
little more attention to this region but unfortunat-
ely in “the last few years more refineries have been
set up in areas where there is no crude oil ‘than in
the areas where there is crude oil. And unfortunately
even for the toy refinery which has been set up at
Noonmati the people of Assam and the Government
of Assam had to launch a movement against the Gov-
ernment of India. Thereafter there was a second pro-
miseof package deal and that promise is yet to be
fulfilled. Here, however, due to great enthusiasm of
the people the State Government Committed a basic
mistake, I should say, in the capital outlay, In my
opinion so far as the capital intensive industries like
Petro-chemical are concerned, our Government ought
to have been able to persuade the Government of
India to foot the bill. Instead of doing that, in order
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to alley the .public fear and in order to, to some
extent, console the public opinion a huge capital out-
lay has been envisaged in this extremely capital in-
tensive industry. I think that is not a very correct
approach.  Therefore, we find that for the purpose of
other spheres where the returns may be quick and of
higher percentage, we are lacking in money. While
glancing through the capital Budget of the Govern-

ment we find that out of the total expenditure of

Rs. 169 (169) crores under this voted grant, for capital
outlay we have only Rs. 9175,00,000 and that is
also in gross, and in net we have only Rs, 90,58 00,000,
OQut of this, so far as the present head is concerned,
the provision under capital outlay is Rs. 27,26 crores.
That is the capital outlay and the other two which
form the major part is absorbed by public debt and
loans and advances. Of this capital outlay we have only
Rs. 1 crore under State Trading scheme, As you know
Sir, there are three important components of capital

expenditure, one is capital outlay, second is, repay-

ment of public debts and the third is loans and ad-

vances by the State. Here out of the total capital
expenditure of Rs, 90% crores net, gross Rs, 91.75,00,000
and odd, we have under capital outlay on various
schemes only about Rs, 28 crores, that is to say, less

than 1/3rd. That is not a very healthy sign or hea- ‘

Ithy approach to the tackling of the problem with a
view to bring in social justice and economic develo-
pment, Net that by the Budget there can be trans-
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formation of the society but the Budget should be
at least an indicator of the approch of the tackling
of the situation.

[ now come to the vital issue of the present day.
Government has announced that they are going to
take over wholesale trade in foodgrains., Now. as a
Marxist T should have nothing but welcome to this
Government declaration but as a realist I must say that
this dezlaration of the Government is bound to turn out
as a heax. The Government with the paraphirnalia and
the maehinery that it has, and with the approach as is
indicated in the Budget is quite incapable of undertaking
this huge task and big responsibility. What will be the
repercussion ? The repercussion will be dismay and
demoralisation. We have been preaching from the
housetop that one of the basic approaches for removal
of social ills is nationalisation of wholesale trade in
foodgrains. Now, here comes a Government declaring in
a voice much louder than ours that they are taking
up wholesale trade in foodgrains, and with all their
radio and press and through all sorts of audiovisual
publicity organ they wll be making a row throughout
the country that this Government is not only red but deep
red. And they are guing to bring in socialism and the first
step is wholesale trade in foodgrain. Sir, wholesale
trade in yarn was taken over by the Government and
I need not say anything more about the fate of that
yarn trade. The other day I gave certain figures and
thereby I showed that before the State took it over the
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price of yarn was less and after the State took over
the yarﬁ trade, the price of varn has gone up. Not
only that, blackmarketing in yarn is still continuing,
Government is not in a much better position to-day.
Now, from 1st of June the Government has taken
over wholesale trade in wheat. What has been the
result uptill now 9 To-day is 22nd of June and three
week have already passed. Government before

taking on decision and taking a new step must have =

made certain preparations, Now, after all these pre-
parations what has happened 9 If you want to geta
good bread or if you want to have good wheat or
flour you should not go to the shops which are sup-
ported or sponsored by the Government be that Co-

operative or be that other one.; you shall have togo

to the black market, to some other shop where the
price is much higher than what was the prevailing
price before the Government have taken over the trade.
Where from they arc getting the wheat 9 After all,
Assam is not a wheat producing State—whatever local
producton is there is not only marginal it is infinit-
isimal. Therefore, this must be the wheat which must
have come from outside and yet we see that within
the last three weeks the Government has not been
able to tackle the situation even with regard to wh-
eat, Why ? Because the very apparatus which is tg
deliver the goods is thoroughly corrupt, 1 repeat— it
is thoroughly corrupt, The crux of the organisation
is corrupt may not be in the apex. I do not know

e e
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what is the position in the Directorate, specially after

the Chief Minister has taken over but sc far the dis-

trict organisations of the Supply Department are con-

cerned there are so many trends of inefficiency and cor-

ruption. I cite one instance. Ishall not be able to give

very concrete facts and it is bound to be a little vague

"y - and [ beg to be excused for that, I happened to be
one of the Directors of the State Transport Corporation,
In course of that capacity I was informed that our
organisation had detected two trucks with some smu-
ggled rice on the Gauhati-Shillong road and these
two trucks were caught and brought te the Gauhati
Yard of the Transport Corporation, The Genaral Ma-
nager of the Corporation himself was informed about
it and he wanted to take steps. He is an officer of
the I. A. S. rank but even he became powerless because
some Assistant Sub Inspector of Supply came and de-
5 manded that these two, trucks must be released bec-
ause they were given permission to move rice from
Gauhati to Shillong. The persons who were the own-

s ers of these goods were not disclosed and T do not
know how it so happened but I was informed, subject

to correction, that two trucks with the load had to

be released. I had to bring this matter to the notice

of the Chief Minister earlier-and I donot know how far

t it is true—let the Chief Minister make some enquiry

in the matter but by then they have escaped and
escaped with impunity because the Supply Depart-
ment was backing. Now, were these two trucks really
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bonafide and genuine traders ¢ No. That must have
been somebody with philanthropic character who in-
stalled some water reservoirs on the public road. So,
that type of people arranged to have these trucks
and say they had only one permit, one transit
permit for taking some goods from Gauhati to Shillong
but this would be used again and again and for several
times—there are several loopholes on the way that it
is very difficult to check. Therefore, if the Govern-
ment wants to take any venture, my suggestion is that
Government must first of all cleanse its own machi-
nery. Unless and until the machinery is cleansed it
i1s impossible to have the goods delivered. Now, how
can that be ? I cannot say that these people should
be immediately removed or that even without reasons,
without giving them any opportunity they should be
punished—I do not say so but there should be proper
vigilance ; proper vigilance by the repiesentative of the
public. Now, Govt. has made, I understand, certain
Committees or has set up certdin sort of Advisory
Committees—without any aspersion to anybody either
inside the House or outside I should like to say that
these people whom Government appoint to be in-charge
of these vigilance should be not only chaste but they
should be like Caesar’s wife—above suspicion, 1 do not
want to name but I would very humbly ask the Chief
Minister, the people he has appointed for this purpose
at the top are they really of that type ? Do they inspire
either confidence of the public or of those who are apt
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to be corrupt and moreover, do his licutenants go
round and collect individuals whoc have got some
good public image or do they collect support of those
individuals who have either misappropriated lakhs of
rupees of many individuals and many organisations ei-
ther by setting up a Gas Co. or by setting up a
voluntary Youth League and soon and so forth ?2 Are
they people who go from this place to Fancy Bazar
every evening take a few rupees from here and there
and thereafter spend a good jolly night and they them-
selves come and taking a revolutionery brand say here
we are to take this up and give people all this at
a reasonable price ? 1 do not say Ratnakar cannot
become Valmiki, I do say that even Ratnakars can

become Valmiki, even characters may change but then

it requires time. Someboy the fan-fare that has been

started will fall as a bumerang. there is another thing,

Now can you control the situnation of wheat 2 Not

unless and until you take control of the mills—not only
the chaki mills but also the flour mills. So the in-

dustry shall have to be taken over and these things
shall have to be, of :?course, operated by a clean,
chaste department and more than that they must be
under a close observation, an effective observation of
public organisations, of organisations in which the
public have confidence and then only some venture
can be taken, I do not want to be cynical ; I do
not want also to throw cold water on the enthusiasm
of the Chief Minister but I want only to tell him, not
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tell him because I have already told him but only
remind him since I know sometimes even ‘muninancha
matibhrama’ ; therefore, 1 would remind him that a
visionary need not be a dreamer, need not be a mid-
summer day dreamer, not night dreamer but midsummer
day dreamer. It is not good giving these false pro-
mises to the people, Tell the reople of the situation
as it is and promise only with which you should be
able to succeed:

Sir, Winston Churchill when he came to be the
Prime Minister of Great Britain found that he faced
a situation very grim and difficult. What he promised to
the people at that titne et 1D id SlTe ¥ sa Vst h BN o T
Chamberlin with his umbrella is gone ? | am not say-
ing that Mohendra Mohan Choudhury was the Cha-
mberlin and his umbrella is gone. But then Churchill
came and said, ‘Chamberlin with his umbrella is gone’,
‘I am here—Churchill, a warrior who will deliv-
er the goods; who will save Great Britain’. Did he
say that ? No. He said—‘1 have come to proinise you
a long period of toil and tears and that inspired the
realistic British people. They know that if they were
to win, they shall huve to go through struggle and tears
and toils. If India is to make any progress, India shal]
have to go through long period of struggle, long per-
iod of sacrifice and long period of hard work. What
we have seen ? My heart boils and my veins become
irritated when find that our responsible and respected
leaders, instead of telling our youths what is their fit
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duties, and responsibilities, they only flatter them. They
ask—what you are ? You are youngmen ? Then eve-
rything is safe, though the youngmen are neither angel
nor devils ; he could angel be either or devil only by his
effort. Everybody talksof production ; how many think
about the productivity ? By giving few contracts to
some people here or some work there, you cannot
build up the nation. ‘

1 Untill and unless the Assamese people work very
hard and stand in the competition, the Assamese people
will be finished. By spoon-feeding of the young people
by barley water, you cannot build up the nation. A
period has come when either we shall have to live
in competition or we shall be cornered, No amount
of chauvinistic or demagogic approach can really del-
iver the goods. Nowhere I find the serious and Chu-
rchillian reality ; realistic approach is not there. The

! wholesale trade in foodgrains is not a matter of joke.

It is not one Tata or one Birla who holds it; it is

an enemy which is far spread ; its tentacles are there

in every village; it is a traditional affair ; it is not
extensive but it is also intensive, The power that
holds it is not only vertically strong but it is also hor-
izontically powerful. Therefore, if you are to dislodge
that, a real and stupendous endeavour is called for.

I am reminded of a concrete French Senator, who

once jocularly said in the French Parliament, ‘now that

we are facing big crisis and we must face it, and so

I appeal—let us face it light-heartedly’., It appears that
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though our demagogues are also talking of crisis and
responsibility, they are going to face it lightheartedly,
If that would have been ridiculous approach only
by themselves would not have bothered ; but the dan-
ger which is concerning me is that if this effort fails,
it is not only the Government which would be disgrac-
ed it is not only the assurance which has been given to
the people that will be belied but there will be wid-
espread demoralisation throughout the whole country.

And that is the most dangerous thing; the people
can be defeated only when the people is demoralised.
A lecture can be either inspiring or demoralising; a
lecture may be inspiring for the time being but in
the long run it may be demoralising. I would there-
fore most humbly and respectfully beseech the Chief
Minister not to give too many optimistic, unrealistic
and demagogic lectures in regard to this affair. He
should rather see that things are done concretely, even
though they might be in humble manner. I appreciate
theApresent Chief Minister atleast for one of his dec-
isions and the boldﬁess shown by him. In my speech
on the 'very first morning when this House was op-
ened, I made an exercise of sanskrit couplet, I said,
one thing you have done; may be, there are quite a
lot of difficulties, may be it could have been much
bctt_er, yet one concrete and positive thing you have
done and that concrete thing is that you have brou-
ght down a most vital part of the State Administrat-
ion, i, e., the Legislative Assembly here at Dispur,



1973 Voting on Demand for Grants 63

After all you have brought this to the midst of the
people. If you cannot go in for rice trade for few
years to come, you need not worry; I say you can-
not ; already our Prime Minister is appealing in most

humble way. With all respect to her, I say how
painful it is to see that the Prime Minister could not

go to America direct but via Yogoslavia. America is
only promising 1 million tons of wheat of very
inferior type. Without foreign assistance we'cannot
live ; that is our position even in.regard to wheat,
not to speak of rice. Well we shall have to depend
on foreign assistance or foreign trade or loan, because
after all we have no production; we made optimistic
promises in the First Plan that we would be seif-
. sufficient by 1965 and also that we would be expor-
ting foodgrains; that was the promise given to the
people in the First Plan. But today in 1973 we are
begging for wheat. I quite see her difficuity ; I quite
see that the very big obstacles are here. Therefore I
am sure that inspite of the best wishes it is physically
impossible to bring in rice tradein the next season ;
if you put your hands you may burn it, Not only
that your hands will be burnt but the bands of your
family members will be burnt and that family is our
people of Assam. My submission and suggestion is—make
it effective and make it sucessful and by this scheme
you bring in confidence in yourself and confidence to
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the machinery and to those people who are making

super profit in this grain trade, corner them and
isolate them. By isolating the enemies of the people
who are hoarders, you will be able to rush them,
And then time will come when the next step wil be
monopoly in rice. Well, am I saying this as an advo-

cate or an apologists for the traders, wholesale traders 9-

I do not know whether that will be the accusation

on me. But | am saying this because I want to be

realistic. - I am saying this because the circumstances
as we are in. To go in for wholesale trade on rice
in the next season, if that is the case, rice is not
going to be taken over. Then I think the present
allocation may be considered whether this might be
sensible. But if this policy is envisaged then I should
say the present budget demand is unrealistic because
for consumer goods scheme last year, according to the
revised estimate 1972-72, the amount taken was 40
lakhs 70 thousand in the general and 10 thousand 6
hundred in the Sixth schedule. This time there is a
demand only for 89,32,800 under the general and one
thousand under the sixth schedule. I am afraid that
this may not suffice even for the wheat take over,
I am almost sure that Govt. shall have to come with
a supplementary budget in the very next session, But
;ven this supplementary budget or no budget if our
endeavour is sought to be confined only to wheat
then this figure may be understandable. But if rice
also is envisaged I should say that this figure is quite
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ng and this we see also in the matter of alloca-
tion under purchase of wheat and wheat products.
Last year as you know there was no taking over of
the wholesale trade in foodgrain. Even then while
yunder general there was a provision of 20 lakhs and
thereafter 8 lakhs more had to be tacen and under
the sixth schedule part I areas 1,74, 800/- had to be

This time when the whole sale trade in wheat
[ do not understand why

misleadi

taken,
products is being taken over.
the figure of 28 lakhs under general has come down

to figure 17,20,000/-. I do not know if there is some

other provision under Co-operation or so, but atleast

under this head I have not been able to understand
as to how we could think of making the scheme
successful by providing less money, less by about 11
lakhs, under this particular sub-head, viz. Purchase
of Wheat and Wheat Products. Then Sir, [ also see
that in Godown charges at page 482 while last year

there was a provision for ten thousand,
If Government warnts to deal

this time there

has been five thousand.
wholesale in wheat do they propose to do that with
less godown charges this year then the previous year.
I do not know whether these figures were incorporated
before the Govt. decision to take over the wheat
trade., At any rate, Sir, I do not propose to go into
the details because 1o examine the tree I might be
losing the forest. It is a misnomer to say that we are
in a mixed economy. But reality we should all under-
stand, We are in a capitalist economy ; I repeat the
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economy which is prevalent in our couatry isa capi-
talist economy and capitalist economy has its own
laws, In a capitalist society with parliamentary demo-
cracy ‘there might be more political liberty but there
is less economic freedom. Even the Govt. is not and
cannot be free enough to completely control the eco-
nomy of the country. Therefore, in these steps there
must be not only dash and courage but there must
also be caution and discretion. They say discretion is
the better part of valour; T will, therefore, ask in the
matter of capital outlay and state trading schemes
Govt, should be using more discretion henceforth then-
it is being used now and if they do now then a cli-
mate will be created where we might be able to take
a few more steps for further development of the economy,
Last word that I want to say is this—through the Govt.’s
declared intention is to take over only wholesale
trade, Govt. should not forget that in the retail trade
also there is a lot of exploitation and so far as common
people are concerned they do not come in contact
with the wholesale traders, they come in contact with
the retail traders. Therefore at the time of selecting
the retail traders Govt, should not encourage favourit-
ISm or partisan spirit from a very narrow angle,
There may be very good congressmen, but then to be
a congressman should be neither a special credit nor
a discredit. Govt. should see the matter from the peo-
ple’s point of view and not from the party point of
view. One thing more. Sometimes I become amused

e
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that our effort or struggle is against the reactionaries.
Who says so ? The Chief Minister says so, The
Congress President says so. I have been thinking. In
Assam can you name any reactionary who is any-
where else than the Congress ? If there is reactionary
then all the reactionaries are In your party. There-
fore, clean your home before making any noise outside.
You can clean out the congress party but uptill now
we have not seen a single reactionary, a single hoarder,
a single blackmarketeer, a single anti-social who is
either not 2 member of the congress nor a patron of
the congress, nor a donor of the congress, It is all
these blackmarketeers, hoarders and reactionary people
who are either directly inside the congress or they

are patron of the congress. If that be so whom you

are fighting against ? I do mnot think the Chief Mini-

ster is, what is called Don Quixote that they are
fighting against the wind. Therefore, 1 should only
ask that he should try to find out where the reactiona-

ry forces are. With these few words, Sir, I commend

my cut motion.

Mr., Speaker—Now, item No. 3. Mr, Barua.

Shri Dulal Ch; Barua—MTr. Speaker Sir, under rule 54 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of
Assam Legisative Assembly, I want to draw the atte-
ntion of the Minister, Industries to the news item app-
earing in the Assam Tribune, dated 11th May. 1973
under the caption “Gauhati Tea Auction facing seri-

ous problem”.
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Shri Md. TIdris ( Minister, Industries )—Mr. Speaker Sir, My

attention has been drawn to the news item published
in Assam Tribune dated the 11th May, 1973, under
the caption “Gauhati tea auction centre facing serious
problems”. : &

It may be recalled that, on 2.4.73 during the March
Session of the Assembly, I had made a statement before
this august House on this Centre,

Let me deal with the present news item point by
point,

It is difficult to substantiate the allegation of att-
empts by some persons to downgrade the Gauhati Ce-
ntre. It is true that the Gauhati Centre has not been
able to offer for sale high prced teas particularly of
the orthodox wvariety. Business interests having centu-
ry-old connection with Calcutta must be allotted suffi-
cent time to adjust themselves to the new environmet
at Gauhati. It may also be stated that sizeable offe-
ring of orthodox tea or participation of export buye-
rs are not indispensible for the growth of the Gauhati
Centre, as with the increase in internal consumption
of C.T.C. teas @ 4-5% per annum of which Assam
is the major producer in North India, ( about 68 million
Kgs. of C. T.C. teas from Assam being available * for
internal  sale out of about 100 million kgs, of C. T, C,
retained for internal consumption in 1971 ) and incr-
easing channelisation of the same through the Auction
Centres, the foothold of the Gauhati Tea Auction Ce-
ntre would surely be strengthened.
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It is also not correct to say that some Central
Government officials are creating obstacles in the way
of progress of the Gauhati Centre. If any such matter
comes to the notice of the State Government appro-
priate action will be taken.
| Considering the increased arrivals of tea at the
& Gauhati Centre and the increasing particiption of se-

; ' llers and buyers in the Auction, it can be reasonably
,—"" said that the Gauhati Centre has laid a sound and

independent basis of its own. Figures of arrivals from
1970-71 to 1972-73 are as follows.

Season. No. of Sales. Offerings.

(in chests) (In kgs.)
1970-71 12 2,13,594 90,98.283
1971-72 25 5,18,220 218,553,065
1972-73 22 4,56,191 192,99,520

o The increased arrivals during 1971-72 were not
| normal, as this high figure, was due to diveosirn
of Assam and North Bengal from Calcutta to Gauhati
due to breaches in communication near Malda cons-
equent on heavy floods in that year,

During the current season the arrivals of teas
upto June 1973 are much better than those during the
corresponding period of the last season, viz., 28,983
chests in 1972-73 to 41,950 chests in 1973-74, that is
a rise of 12,967 chests, which is an encouraging trend
and is the largest since inception of the Centre.

The prices obtained so far in the Gauhati Centre are not
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only comparable to those prevailing in Calcutta Auction
but in most cases have been higher,

The number of gardens ( sellers ) participating in
the. Gauhati Auction Centre also has increased from
4:4 in 1970 to 4:8 in 1972 and the number of buy-
ers increased from 76 in 1970 to 140 in 1972. This
is definitely an encouraging trend for the Centre. Much
better results are expected in the current season as all
local bankers have recently agreed to come forward
to offer more credit facilities to the buyers, This is
likely to ensure greater offtake with stabilisation of
prices.

It is a fact that ex-factory sales are on the incre-
ase. But, this does not mean that the Centre is not
functioning satisfactorily,

As regards under-invoicing, it is for the Taxation
Department to check up such transaction and the Au-
ction centre has got nothing to do with it.

Offerings of Orthodox teas in very large quantity
may not attract overseas buyers unless port facilities in
accordance with the time schedule of ‘their ocean going
ships are made available. Teas purchased by overseas
buyers at Gauhati, if meant for txport, are therefore
to be ware-housed at some port to lie in wait

for
their ships, which becomes not only costly but som-

etimes uncertain,
Regarding the dry port, the Tea Auction Comm-
ittee is trying to consolidate the market first before

embarking on the project of having facilities for direct

o

-

e,
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export, which will take some time.
The assumption that absence of infra-structure fac-
ilities- for export. such as a Branch Cffice of the Tea
i Board, empowerment of the Gauhati Branch of the
‘ Reserve of India for handling foreign exchange etc.
ér will lead to the closure of the Centre, is totally wr-
ong as the Centre is holding its own even with the
existing facilities. This Government have taken up
4 the issues with the Tea Board, the Reserve Bank of
India and the Union Finance Ministry. However, in
the absence of sizeable quantilies of tea available for
export every year from Gauhati Centre, so far the Tea
Board and the Reserve Bank of India have not been
able to open their relevant offices at Gauhati. Gove-
rnment have also taken up the matter of empowering

the Shillong Office of the Controller, Import and Ex-
ports, to issue export licences with the Union Ministry

ka8

@ of Commerce and their reaction is awaited.

Every effort has been made to attract foreign bu-
yers to Gauhati. Recently, the highest authorities at
Delhi were approached and their reaction is awaited.
The Trade Delegation of Irag was contacted but is has
since called for tenders for supply of teas required
for their country. M/s, Harrison & Crossfield Ltd, who
participated in Gauhati Centre during early days were

e ¢

refused permission by Govt. of India to continue bying
2 at Gauhati. The Union Finance Ministry have inf-
ormed us that,  this is in line with the national policy
of not allowing sterling companies to expand trading
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and commercial activities within India, The Govern-
ment Of India have advised Reserve Bank of India to
allow the Company to establish the proposed sub-bra-
nch if it converts itself into a rupee Company with
26% Indian participation to be raised to 40% in another
two years time.

The Gauhati Centre has afforded employment to
about 150 persons. Although, at present, it is not a
source of revenue for the Government, the position

may, however, change in future after the Centre
fully establishes itself,

The Gauhati Action Centre has been running
smoothly inspite of its limitations and has attained a
level of performance in its very second year to reach
which the Cochin Centre took 10 years, inspite of its

facility of a port and absence of any nearby competi-
ng market,

In this connection, I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the Hon’ble Member and the august House

to the letter under caption “Gauhati Tea . Auction
Centre” published in the “Assam Tribune”, on 19-5-73,

contradicting the news paper report under discussion,

The Gauhati Centre is holding of its own even
with the existing facilities. No stone has been
left unturped in the efforts to strengthen its position.

The Government are fully aware of the impor-
tance of further developing this Centre and will take
all steps necessary for this purpose. It would, how-
ever, be appreciated that if alarmist or defeatist re-

N g . L




1973 Calling Attention Notice 75

ports are circulated they would damage the interest
of this Centre and the State. I would, therefore, re-
quest the cooperation of all concerned in checking the
spread of such reports.

; Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Mr, Speaker, Sir, I want to
raise one point, rather a point of clarification. Govt.
} is aware of the fact that here in the Gauhati Tea
Auction Centre only minimum guaniity of tea auction
T has been taking place. Major part of the tea produ-
ced here in the State of Assam is going out of Assam
for catching the Calcutta market. I want tc know
whether any specific arrangement has so far been made
to bring the entire Assam tea market from Calcutta

to Gauhati, and if so, in what way ?
Shri Md. Idris ( Minister, Industries )—Sir, as I have already
indicated in my statement that this cannot be done

at a stretch. However, the Centre is taking all possi-

* ble steps to ensure increased arrivals of tea to the
’ Gauhati Centre. This, however, will naturally take
sume time as the business interests having century

.‘ old connections with Calcutta will take somc time to

adjust themselves to new situation prevailing at Gauy-
hati. In the meantime the Gauhati Centre has regi-
stered certuin appreciable improvement in its perform-
ance. Government will spare no efforts to bring the
entire Assam tea under the Tea Auction Centre at

4

Gauhati.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Is the Government aware of
.: the fact that though some of the companies wanted



74 Introduction of Govt, Bill. 22 June

to have their main offices here in Gauhati for the
purpose of tea auction, but Government of India did
not allow them to have their offices here.

Shri iMd. Idris ( Minister, Industries )—Sir, I have already
replied to that point.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Is it not a fact that some co-

mpanies have practically dissociatad from the Tea
Auction Centre at Gaubhati,

Shri Md. Idris ( Minister, Industries )—As a matter of fact
in one case Government of India have asked M/s
Harisson and Crossfield a foreign company to convert
itself into a rupee companiy.

Introduction of Gowvt, Bill.

Item No. 3 (a)

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali( Minister, Panchayat }—MTr, Speaker
Sir, I beg leave of the House to introduce the Assam
Panchayati Raj ( Amendment ) Bill, 1973,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—On a point of clarification or
a point of order Sir. I want your guidance on the
point [ want to raise. This Amendment has been
brought before the House to regularise the ordinance
that has been issued. Now I have already given notice
of disapproval of the Motion. Under the circumstances
would it be proper to introduce this Bil! at this stage.

Mr. Speaker—That may be taken up at the consideration
Stag€e, |

Ncow, has the Hon. Minister leave of the House

to introduce the Bill ?

( Voices—Yes, Yes. )
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Hon. Minister has leave of the House to introduce
the Bill. Now, I have a Message from the Governor :
“] recommend under Art, 207 (1) of the Constitution

of India that the Assam Panchayati Raj (Amendment)
Bill, 1973 be introduced and moved in the Assam
Legislative Assembly.”

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Panchayats }—I beg to
introduce the Bill.

Mr. Speaker—The Bill is introduced.

( Secretary, A.L. A. read out the title of the Bill. )

Discussion under Rule 301

Item No. 4 of the Agenda
Shrimati Pranita Talukdar—Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your
permission I beg to raise a matter under Rule 301 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Assembly relating to the news item
appearing in the Dainik Asom, dated 15th June. 1973
under the caption ‘“SEmgg JCI JtT See I vl
AT Q0w q2id, wifE T welw Ftfa seinsas
TEe B W 2R IRz | WAl SR O q@w A
Y OIS A SiTE AE ST T (MPRNe o | R
T SHING] TR =i ¢ SofiSag sy =fE = | 3w
g fagy wife fHeftar 29 wor a9Bf erE Teae
fafPial Q@R AIE OIS T @ Y 3 QifaEagl 20z |
Aafy fedl ¥ ME B3I WG @viieqe Tamain wie AL
fite | SFES ¢ AABLF WEAT Forg sﬁ{m wiite a1 (I02 |
g fefee ARG iw =5 eots @Eg 9sq =0
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bl ©fe #Fq AT i oife Aty i 1«2 sif¥w s
397 1A Fbe FACACAGAT @& ZHIT  fRats wfarz |
Jarq @a® A fAegd Rl (g O IR SRS 4WTqW
iz @iifo | fFE ye ga oiftdw Iefedl @ =fe sipRe
tetzl | @3 ARG &fs Ty JUTE SETHR 9 wriedd
3y @3 fAE ST i |

* Shri Sarat Chandra Sinba ( Chief Minister )—Mr. Speaker

Sir, the ne'.x'__s? item published in the Dainik Asom dated
15.6.73 under the caption “siAwg Af@ T{@ See siS e
has been drawn to the notice of Government, Sir, we
are well aware that scarcity of both hank yarn and cone
yarn exists in the State at present. This scarcity is
attributed to the fact that due to the power cut which
is in force In many States at present owing to the
failure of the monsoon last year, cotton yarn produ-
ction has suffered very severely leading to acute sh-
ortage- of this commodity all over the country.

To prevent yarn traders from taking advantage of
this starcity, the Government of India introduced in
Mareh 1973 a new scheme under which all cotton yarn
praduced henceforth will be allocated to the different
States who will take necessary steps to distribute it
through wholesalers and retailers nominated by the
State Government, to the actual users of yarn.

Because of teething troubles which are inevitable in
the L.nplementation of aily new scheme till the necessary

infrastructure is built up, it is a fact that in this State
]

Speech not corrected
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‘? till now, yarn has not yet started reaching the actual
| users in large quantities.

In the meantime, Government has taken elaborate
Steps. to ensure that cotton yarn, both in hanks and
cones starts reaching the actual users in as much qu-

antities as are physically possible commensurate with
physical availability of stocks. In view of these steps

taken by the Government it is expected that the act-

ual users will start getting adequate quantities of yarn
soon.

Government has also taken steps by discussion
with Government of India at the highest level to ensure
that in the forthcoming quarter July-September at le-
ast, the Textile Commissioner to Government of India
allot the entire quantity of both cone yarn and hank
yarn in the required counts to this State for allotment
by them in turn to the actual users,

r [n this connection, with reference to the allegation

made in the newspaper report that some textile mills

at Gauhati and Badarpur will have to close down for

want of cone yarn for their powerlooms, it may be
clarified that Government have already allotted the

portion of their requirement of cone yarn on
the basis of the norm of 50 kg,

major

per powerloom per
} month laid down by Government of India to the pr-
: . ivate textile mills at Gauhati and therefore if these

mills close down, they will do so obviously for some

reason other than non-availability of yarn.
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Mr. Speaker—The House now stands adjourned till 10
A. M. on Monday next.

The House then rose at 11.53 A. M. to meet again
at 10 A, M. on Menday the 25th June 1973

P. D. Barua
Dispur Secretary

The 22nd June, 1973 Assam Legislative Assembly

W vdis



