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Proceeding of the Fifth Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly Assembled after the fifth General Election held

under the Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitution

of India.
’ - The Assembly met_at 10 A. M. on Monday the 25 th
June, 1973 in the Assembly Chamber, at Dispur, Gauhati.
g el Present
Shrif RE @ i Barooah, B lgspeakoriin Sheltint L
10 (ten) Minister 3 (three) Minister of State and 80 (elghty)
Members. :
STARRED
Questions and Answers
- Date @ 25 th June, 1973
: ‘ Starred question No. 303 was not answered as -
the Hon’ble questioner was absent.
; Re : Adyiser of the Irrigatibn Department
1

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—‘asked ;
# 304, Will the Chief Miqister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a retired Chief Engineer
from Punjab has been appointed as an adviser of the
Irrigation Department of the state g

(b) If so, the reasons fhereof'f 2




2 Question { 25th June

(c) Whether it is a fact that there is no dearth of
technically qualified person in the State to act as Advi-

ser to the Government g

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) :—replied
304. (a),(b) & (¢)—In view of the importance being
given to Irrigation for multiple cropping and increased
agricultural production, it has been éonsiderd necessary

to inject -into the administration a competent Irrigation

Engineer from a State which has a long tradition of .

constructing Irrigation Projects. Our own experience in

the field of Irrigation is comparatively limited-

Accordingly, in consulation with the Government
of India, Mr. Jatindra Singh, a retired Chiet Engineer
tfrom Punjab has been appointéd Adviser in the Planning
Board- His experience will also be made use by the

Irrigation Department.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Are we to understand, Sir, that
there is no experienced person available in the State of
Assam ?

Shri Sarat Chandra ‘Sinha ( Chiet Minister ) :—I do not say

that, but we want a widely experienced person:

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruya :—Do Govt. not consider that to
make the schemes successful a man must be well con=
versant with the local conditions—geographical and other
conditions ? If so, then do Govt. consider that this

gentleman would be successful 7

.2



1973 Question 3

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) :—Sir, scientist
is a scientist, an Engineer is an Engineer, whatever the
circumstances a true scientist or an Engineer would be

able to assess the quality of the soil and other things.

Shri Dulali Chandra Barua':““Is the Govt. aware that such’
kind of experienced personal is available here in the
State ? If so, why these people have been dropped and
their services have not been requisitioned by the

i Government ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chiet Minister ) :-—It is not a
question of dropping, Sir. We want a person who has
vast experience- May I ennumerate the experience this
gentleman has in the" different field of activities  Once
he was a consultant to the U. N.O. He also worked in
different countries. S6 we have selected him for his
wide experiehEeL' '

P

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Is the Government aware of
the fact that the erstwhile Chairman of the Brahma-
putra Commission had also long experience in his own
ficld of' activities, but even inspite of that he could not

deliver 'the goods ¢ Do Government not consider that

the samething may happen in  this case also ?
Shti “Sarat Chandra ‘Siftha  ( Chief Ministér) :--Sir, I have
- already’ stated ‘that the control of Brahmaputra is a very
difficult subject. It would be unfair to say that he had

not been able to do anything. As a matter of fact he

had done good service.



4

Shri Premadhar Bora :—What were the posts he was holding

' Question A 25th June

‘been  offered by the Government, whether he is on con-

tract service and what is his age ?

Shri Ssrat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister ) .—He has been

offered his last pay drawn minus his pension. He ig
on contract service. As regards his age, that is not

with me now.

before the present assignment 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :—He was struc-

tural design engineer, Army Headquarters; Assist:nt
Engineer, Irrigation Department, Punjab ; Executive Engi-
neer, Irrigation Department, Punjab; Supdt. Engineer,
Irrigation Departmént, Punjab; Director Central Design,‘
Irrigation Department Punjab; Director of Irrigation and
Power Research (In addition as Chief Engineer) ; Con.
sultant to the: united Nations ECAFE ; Consultant to
the Ministry of Irrigation and power; Principal, Gury-
Nanak Engineering College Member Cauvery Fact Fin-
ding Committee, Govt. of India ; He also designed and
constructed the following projects : Tubewell Projects,
Punjab; Nangal Dam, Punjab; Bhakra Dam, Punjab:

Rajasthan Canal, -Punjab portion ; U.B.D.C. Hydro
Electric  Project, Punjab ; UHl Hydro Electric Project,

Punjab ; Sukhna Chee Das, Chandigarh.  He also inves.

tlgated the following projects. Tubewell Project, Punjab .

Sutlej Beas Link Project ; Beas Das at Talwara ; Thein

' Smti- Renuka Devi Barkataki :—What is the salary he hasg 4

-
Y



1973 | Question ' 5

Das on. Ravi; Ghaggar Das on Ghaggar; OWJC
Hydel Project; Gurgaon Canal Project; Salal Hydro
Electric Project, Jammu and Kashmir; He prepared the
following master plans ; Master plan for optimum utili-
sation of Ravi bese supplies; Master plan for optimum
use of Jumna Waters; Master Plan for optimum use of
Chenab river supplies ; Intégrated Plan for utilisation of
surface and ground water supplies in Punjab; Master
Plan for Manipur State (Partly investigated): ‘Master
Plan for.Nagaland (Partly investigated) ;

He is a Fellow ot Institution of Engineers (India) ;
 Fellow of India Standards Institute : Past Chairman Ins-
titution of Engineers (Punjab Centres); Past Member of
the Governing Council, Institute of Engineers; Past
Fellow of the Punjab University ; Charter Member of
the International Water resources Association, U-S.A.
tHle was on deputation to United 'States Bureau of
Reclamatio}m. U.S.A. for the design of Bhakra Dam ;
Govt. of India Delegate to the 6th Regional Conference
on Water Resources held by ECAFE—Bankok and
Malayasia ; Consultﬁnt to the United Nations and visited
Thailand, Nepal, Ceylon, Iran Hongkong, Phillipines,
Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, Malayasia, Singapore, Indo-
nesia, Afganistan and Cambodia for condubting a revi-
ving seminar on the design of Hydraulic Structure. He was
Published 23 technical publications.
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#305: Wll‘l ‘the Mimster, Labour be pleased to state—

- (a)—Wﬁeth’ér thie' Gévernmen’t is‘aware that the empfoyees
. who have been wotking " at “the Reglstered ‘office ot

Assam Sllhmamte Ltd sxtuated at Gauhatx .has sheeﬁ'

-
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. 'thrown out of employment because the rmnes have been
leased out to the Hmdustan S&eel Litds, by the Govem-

 ment of In,daa? Loy _
;o , (b)—If so, what step the vawernmem has ﬁakén in thls |
R regard? S ' S
Shn Ga_]en Tanti (Mmlster. Labour) —rephed
ﬁOﬁ (a)—Ye.sﬁ, Governrﬂe@t ate aware of m;- ‘
(r,)rfa"ha 13 mgmber staﬁ ‘who m-kw in the: Regls- a

:.‘. ugger thQ Mms Act‘ FUARTEEE "\ 1 .

Notwtthstandmg thls the Ass15tant Labgur Cgfpml- .
v ssmner (Central), Gauhatl broached the subje_ct Qf their
contmued employment Wlth the new Lesgees '

merye

Hmdua.tan Steels Ltd:, Ranchl to which- pbrpbse he’ '
arranged several Jornr s1ttmgs, the last opg on. 3rd May,
1 1973; but nothrng helpful could be done about that

,. - The Assxstant Laboui' Commrssmner (Centrai) on
~ 30th May, 1973 passed on _the dlspute to local branch
" of the State Labour Department if t”Be latter c0uId give:

them succour on the grounds of “the fact that the staff _ |
: .. Working. gt the. .qul Lessees’: 'Gasuhgn Q&iee ha.d pever:
,k . bﬁ&ﬂ CDVﬁxegi qggex: the Miges, Act: and-as suchi it-eould
(i o - 19 be. a, subjget . matter within his:, gum,sdmtmn 10 tey -
- | O process it.apy lomgers o

3 The %@ita m#phmam is dusvm muéne mxthf
| dlsPutes on—- - . .. - .- .A: o .



8 ~ Question 25th June

(1) non—employment,
(1) = retrenchment compensation,
(i) payment of arrear wages, if any,
(iv) Leave Wages, etc.
(7P Settlen:lents,

- (vi) other legal dues, if any-

As the old Lessees, in the meantime, moved Writs

in the Supreme Court and the Delhi High Court and

- the two Courts issued Injunctions on 5th March, 1973
on the Union of India, State of Meghalaya, State of

Assam and Hindustan Steels Limited, Ranchi asking

the parties to maintain status quo as obtained between

them on 5th March, 1973, it is questionabl_e whether

the desired intervention can be made and be effectively

fructuous.

For the present mnothing can be done until the

‘Gourt Injunctions are vacated.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia :— May I know from the Hon.

Minister whether the Hindustan Steel Ltd. is success .or
in business and liable as such ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour) ¢ - Reply to that question
involes interpretation of law. The matter is at present
.sub-judice in the court of law and as such nothing op

that can be stated by me at this stage-

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Who is managing the Sillima-
nite Ltd. here in Assam now ?



1973 " Question L} : 9

% Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour):—At present there is
none. Because the Delhi High Court and the Supreme

Court issued Injunctions to maintain’ status quo.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—When the Suprem Court and

the Delhi High Court issued the In_|unct10ns, whether
this matter was also conmdered?

o

Shri Gajen - Tanti (Min'istér, -Labouf) :—The Court Order
T was like this :— :
. “The operatlon of all orany of the contracts, assu-

rances of Property, agreements settlements,, awards Or
“instruments in force (to which the said undertaking is
a party or which may be appiicabie to the said undertaking)

immediately before the publication of this order in the

_Ofﬁcial-Gezette shall remain suspended ; and, all rights,

privile%es, ebligations aud liabilities accruing or arising

before the said date shall remain suspended.”

' Shri Atul Chandra Saikia ;—May I know whether the Court
passed any decree prohibiting intervention by the Labour

Department ?

]

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour) :—That information is not
with me. '

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki:-—Asg on the one hand, the
¢ supreme Court and the Delhi High Court issued injun-
ctions to maintain status quo,-.-and on the other hand,
these 13 employees are not covered under the Mines Act,

may I know from the Government ‘whether there is any
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provision under the Labour Act to give protectlon to
these 13 employees. ?

Shri Ga}en Tanti '(Minister, LébOUl’.)‘ :—3ir, I have already
stated that nothing can.be 'done_by' us  until ' the! Court:

Injunctions are vacated.

Shr1mat1 Renuka Devi: Barkatak1 :—Slr the Court In_]unctl()ns _
are regardmg lnterference of the hew lessee Messrs.,
Hindustan Steel Ltd-" which® has taken oyer from _ the
Assam Sillimanite Ltd, it has nothing to do with the
old - lessee: or which these employees’ one liabililties may

" Liknow from the Government whether the Assam Ldb—

our Act- I mean the Industrial dispute Act, can qne
no: protection to ' these 13 employees from the - -clutches -
ot the old 'lessee ¢

Shri Atul Chandra' Saikia ; —As under Sec., 25 FFF of the
Industrial Dlsputes Act, - no Court’s decree “can take
away the power of the Goverpment in intertering in

. those matters. - Therefore, may I know from the Hon.

Minister, whether the State Government had actually been
deceared for interfreing in the dispute ¢

Shri ‘Gijen Tanti (Minister, Labour) :~-I shall "examine " the

matter.

Shri ‘Dulal Chandra, Barua i—May I know from - the
Hon. Minister the, reason for which the State Goverp.
ment in the Labour . Department could not IntPrvene to
protect, the| rights; and privileges ‘of ‘these 13 ‘employees .
when their services were: utilised’' by '‘the old' Lessee




1973 | . Question | , 11
from time to time and whenAthey are still n'o'w-.cbnti-
nuing to work -in the same capacity ?

~ Shri - Gajen Tanti (Mmrster Labour) ST “have already rephed

; to that question, Sir.

Shri Atul Chandra-Saikia s—Whether it is a fact that the
Assam Finance Corporation is ‘the o_v.;ri'er of the Com-

pany in view of the decree obtained . in the Gauhati
Court 9

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour) :—That is a new ques-
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has ‘caused immense damage to the cultivable lands ?

Shri Bishnu Prasad (Minister of State, Flood Control & Irri-
- gation) :—replied. " : :
307. '(a) There is one small drainage below the l\aho-

nal Highway bridge on the Right Bank of Beki River

at village Amgum

(b)—No.
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Starred Questlon No, 313 not put as the Ho ble Ques-‘

thneI' Was absent L .:. B “f":lv
. “f,t_!, PO A
VL » '.:"““' AT I

: “]Re Ab*sorpntm- “f?Suppiy Pers,qnnel

Shrl Dulza,l Cha-ﬁdfa B&Eua«!?.-'-asked e ‘;' é» o
¢ QSI&M Will t;he @hﬁet _JMmmster l?e‘ pleased 11:(7 -State-—

Whether there aré“ any’ speelﬁc comdltwn with- regard
tOr‘ f.he ab erpmom of supphy pers@nne“l in the f@@d Corpo-

tatwn of lndla m the renewa.vl rm‘ a»greement executed

L .




o rl Sarat Chandra' Smha (Chxet M;mster)w-rephed-v AR
314 No - such agreement “was renewed between Fhe‘;; s
R ‘,-A ":;'Government and —]_5' C~I durmg khanf year 197“"-7'3"”‘""'?

Shn Dulal Chandra Barua -——Sir what 1s the mod"e Of ap‘pom-;.'v

Tk phent of -‘.personel in; the F C°I e
ST I

Shiri- afit thnd.“ §inha (_ Ghlef Mxms%er) —511', in . reply .

-

. ‘eonditip

and staﬁ' as may he xeqmred by
fIOD and -cah be convemently spared "A

Oﬂicersr Gbrp ora'-; XS

2 the State GO,-:_‘--.‘:;‘

A'rtérm f

' L the prder conta;nedi in. Government eﬁice men orimdum
g_f.F _Gs 102/6«1,;13« dated 105,65, T fothier .  Words, ™
"a,pt', the  scale xoﬂ @ay of themﬁst '
! unde,r the QOrpoiat-wn get the ‘scale of that " p |
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‘along with all the benifits admissible under the‘éorpo-
ration. But those who opt for the scale of pay in the |
parent department under the S ate Government will get
only their grade pay plus deputanon allowance ot 20%
of pay. When the deoutatmmqts will be gettmg pay. -
in the parent Department's scale and also D A. as in
the parent Departments they will not be entitled to any

other allowance in accordanced with the regulatlons of
[ the Corporation.

The deputationists will be governed by the T. A. Rules
of the State Government if they opt for the ‘scale of
pav -under the parents depar!ments. Leave salary and
pensionary ' contributions will be asin the case of foreign
service. Medical facilities that may be available from
the Corporation should not be less benificial than ' those
available with the State Government for officers of similar

P status. Joining time pay and T. A. while joining the
post in Corporation by a deputationists as well as on
being relieved from the Corporation w1lI be born by the

Corporatlon

" Shri Premadhar Bora :—Sir, will the Chief Minister enlighten
the house as to hOW_many supply personnel of the Gavt.
of Assam, have been.absorbed by the F. C. L.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) :—They have not
" been absorbed there ; they are still on deputation.

Mz. Speaker :—1he question hour is over.
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Re ¢ Livestocks Farms

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :—:

# 316. Will the Minister, Veterinary be pleased to state—
a)— Whether the Livestocks Farms under this Depﬁrt«
ment have shown any profit durmg the year 1972-73?
b)—1If so, which are the farms showing proﬁt and show-
ing loss during that periods ?

c¢) What is the total amount spent on these farms
till date ¢
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Shrl ]oy Bhadta Ha gjer (Mlmster Vetermary) rephed
.1 316. (a) Thg vaestock Fabrms are estthshéd f6r demo- N
nstratwe expenmental and educatlve pmrpose whose: «value f
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j:» Re Beka Embanktneﬂt S e
oy N L ‘_:.,;. St

#317. . Wﬂl the Mlmster, Flood Control and Imgatnon

B N "

nver were constructed 3?-” f-'- : L Ry
b ‘;How*_much money has been pa:d”’ as compen’s uoﬁ'? -

Lt c} How much money has yet to be pald ‘by the Govem"

l o . s i‘.»---

Z—Gonstrucuon ef ;D ,ke,a‘l,ong bath banks of Bekl fromf
l_R._allway Line to . Nort“\ Ir NI

L -—Constructlon,éff ;
b —Rupees 89 0- 8&.-pf

ﬁh_‘ y*sevlm and p‘ i
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c)——~Rupees 34,435:83 p. l(Rupees thirty=tour thousand
four hundred thirty-five and paisa eighty-three) only
“has  yet to be paid by the Government as per estlmates
available. .

- d)—The payment is delayed due to the following :— .
1. Late receipt of land acquisition'estimates- :
2. It take somes s for veriﬁcation of jirat and pro-

cessing of estimates for sanction by requiring Department.
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Re : Fxtens’imn Officers

Shrimati. Renuka Devi Barkatkl asked s ‘
%320 Will the\l\’im:ster, Panchayat and Community
 Develupment be pleased to state—

How many Extension officers are ‘working as ofﬁciatihg
Block Deve]o‘pment officer 7

=
.

~ Shri ded Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat and Commumty

Development) rephed —
320, 45.

Re ; State Transport Buses

Shrimati Anandi Bala Rava atkedi—=

#321.  WIll the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

a) Whether it is a fact that the State Transport buses,
which are allofted for (south) Goalpara are mostly in
dilapidated conditions and old?

b) The total number of buses allotted specially for
Goalpara under the manageﬁﬁent ‘of the Superintendent
of Goalpara State Transport Office including running
the Gauhati- Goalpara line ?
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v

c) Whether ‘1t 38 a fact that the total number of buses ;

':‘ to Go_para does"f_not‘ tally w1th the requ1red
¥en ~pubhc of that locahty are

_ Shn Harendra Nath Talukdar ( M1mster, Transport) rephed
321* a)~—~Although a}mOst all ; 1hefrunner buses are two v
-*or t‘hree years old, yet they are. ngmg good serwces- L

; 4 [ U Lo (; O . ' : . .
b)——17 buses- AN S
S th mamtamence of serwces- 1n

to plyf‘,l3 Nos--o£ buees at
§ buses ‘allotted .~f6r Goalpara,
road either

Tﬁher for m

‘ echamcal def,""ft or for Want .'
- Gf tyres._; The tempofary “shortage of 2 Nos. of buses
0‘“ ofi requ_f ;d _ﬂeet of 13 Nos of buses ls however not ;

»eXtreme drﬂicultles to- bhe mtendmg trave»
Ilmg pubhc of the. 10ca[11ty net ‘."-:"’ Sl

f."-';' T,"‘: causmg ‘any:

. S’hr {at1 Renuka DeV1 Barkatak1 asked . A
Mmlster be pleased to state-— , D
e» it 1s LS fact rhat the~ prlces Of essentlal

- -cem, ‘..dftles have gene up dutmg last six nwmths FERT

b) It so,. what steps Governmeht have taken '
the ane r1sa ? ';:.-j B o .'
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= ‘,b) 1)——The local oﬁicers have been aletted, to take smct
DA o DA T A :
oo aCIlon agamst hoarder_s proﬁteers and o
3 PR ments who try to create aruﬁcxal scagaty, etc. _ 1 “-.' |

: .dmg up prlces. ,

."‘:;'ul) Whenever shortage 1n supply&at source 1s ap,prehenwhl-r. e

N fded the matter 1s taken up; w:th Go.'_"x,nrnent of 'Inéha fer:",g?“: .
iy .w" Shortage m SUPply m Assam because of shOrtage at v
%

b) Whether there axe’ »Latrmesiahd Urma?cs for Imse of the

- ! ,

. .
- S

pasengers along w;th ‘the ‘Rest Houser? o
- c) Whethex the Rest 'House was constructea depart—--;"-‘
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Sh" At!ﬂ Chandra Salkla asked —-
4325. V\xll the Mm‘ister FC and I be pleaced to

_'.-

\y..

-

e

' Sfate“ﬂ—- H?

R (a A—Whether I&hem
| workmg? enE e o T o
- ‘-'(b\—lf n‘ot, wben thls iTI’IgatIOD . went eut of order . .

| ‘?‘ \’ :‘.‘Aand ‘when it -will be merde wox:kable'? il =.__-

‘a

e ;‘(C)-—-Whether any . amount has been spent for the repa‘l-
‘ ~ ring of this Llft Irrlgatxon m the months of March and

U April, 19783 0 1 ;L‘liiias;;uxti.:_.,;..j;e:;a;;:;:,x
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Shnmatr Pramta 'Iglukdar a,»kedh—,-r BRI L \
%327— Wlll the Chlef MlmstEr be pleased to stat -—-; :

- '. (d)—n—-Whet'her 11: 1s,, a “faou thfat thenGram Sevak ",
Centre at Khanapara,‘ Gauhatr 'has been* sblfted from

S

'G 1 ’hatl tp JOrhat?

datlon fOr the =staﬂ at ]orhat haé “been made ?

L . ,..,:n

(c) Whether Governmem proposes to hand over the .
sald centre to Assam Agncultural -Umversxty o T

-’

C e

Shn Upendra Das (Mlnrster, Agncult_re) replled -—- 'T.T;
373 (a) Np Though orders have been 1ssued thsmal | -
shrftmg IS yet to take place- : L -
(b) and (c)——Temerary accommodatlon has ‘been arranged o

- g

“ (h the takmg over of the Instntute by the Um-<
i : versrty, t,he Uruverslty authontles ate’ expected to mange s
better and permanent :arrangement for the staE
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Unstarred Quest-;ons land Answer

"'!; j" (a) Whe her pn 22— -73 there was an agreemem; G}rawn. -
“up m— the Chamber of the Ch;ef Mmlster it “the . ko
L Assembly 'prectnents at— Dlspur mcorporatmg the foIlowrng“"'-
-_'v’terms,. namely e " : R o ' o

T A ‘norm- vl’nll be ﬁnahsed by the 30th Apr:l 1973’
‘regardmg*wthe 4th grade empIOyees in colleges: inAssam. -
(11) A pay scale for ‘the 4'h Grade employees mll be {f;"
:;.fﬁnallsed by the 30&: Apiil, 1973, " .. -
L () The post of the Fead A@slstam wﬂl bv cons1dered
., along with. - fixtion. " «f the _morm:_aid wlll’ be ﬁnallsed e
. by the 30th Aprll 1973 e N A r -
' (1v) The laberatory Assxstants vull also come: und ok the'- R
S purvxew ef cons1deration m ﬁxmg ‘the,,. nor,rn and Fay 3
T sca,le w1l£l he ﬁnéllshed bv the 30th Aprll 1973-,

' (v) For all other~‘demands an& po:nts there w111 be a .
) '. bﬂateral dlscussmn between the drgamwa'tlon 'end_f' SR
.Mmlster, Educatlon, Assamf e _"r AR

(b) 1 so, what concrete st‘éps have been taken on each @)ff.-

" the abowve mentlo,ned ﬁve tlme-Bound aSSUIanceb glven:.‘.'-v el
by the Govemment? s v‘ AR TS o
® ' : N

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Mxhlster, Educatzon) replzed
2 (a)Ves T - R
(b)—The posmons are as fellows T

1 0

(i) A, nerm has lbeep prescn‘bed for the Grade IV em-
ployees m deﬁmt colleges m the - Sta-te C '
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(n) The Government is awaumg‘retexpt of he full repo,rtt"

commendatlon on. the pay scales of Grade IV employees' _"
“ S Of alded co'leges Government would exarmne the feas1 |
Lo bxhty of extendmg the same- scale of pay as admlssﬂ)le" ‘
to the 41:h Grade Employees of the Government- -

(111) The questlon of creauon aof Head Asswtant was .
" cons1dered and. 1t could not: be agreed L

*.(iv) The doem. oi L'lboratory bearer have also been ﬁxed_." O

% ‘Wlll‘ be ﬁxed at wlth the Grade IV em‘ployees- Butv

_. Assmtants All these decxs:oas,L were’ taken: on “28-4~73"

and the Assoc1atlon has been, mformed accordmgly. .

(V) The Government will have a bllateral dlscussmn on

*her demands w1th the* Assam College Mmlstenal Asso- o
’ cxatzon at a co'rvement daté. ’
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N e

of the Pay’ Cornmxssron If 1t does not coutam any- re-'.'x-' -

along with Grade IV, employees abd . then‘ pay “.scales

e ..‘;v scales of Laboratory Ass1stants for want of fulL partlculars*. o

; regardmg qualtﬁcatlons requxred fon‘appmnrment "ot suchA T
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Re: Ins;:.aecé'tlcyr: of Taxes.

Shr1 P1tsmg Konwar askéd :— :
26. Will the Chief Minister - be pleaced to state — -
a) The present strength of the Incpector of Taxes in

; <

‘the ‘Assam Taxation Deparrment togelher with the name

and addresses of the Inspectors ¥

b) Whether any employee or employees servmg n O‘Lher.

Department -and without . ‘appearing before A.P.S.C. have :

been promoted to the posts Of Inspector of Taxes.on

recent - years ? - P b

Shn Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chlef Mlmstm) replied ;—
26. ()—1he sancuoﬂud strength of the Inspector of
Taxes is 123. A list Lomaning the names and dddmﬁ,gtb
of the 93 Inspector” o_t_' Taxes, who are in position
..at‘presc.nt is laid on the Table of the House.
b)—No. <
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. "“'-Muif Speaker o~ Next 1tem vqting ‘on- demands

S‘hrx Dulal Ghandra Ba,ma »—Slr, befatq that I want ‘to, draw R
C “your attentlon 1o ofie. thmg Though the report on the '_',..-
- :‘.."\,ﬁood sxtuatnon 1s ngen as becommg ncmnallsed accordmg ; .
o "l.“-te out expzmence it-is Be&'onnng WOrst ‘because * of the - R
. after affect of ﬂood and I" have been told that the - _. :
Chlef Mmlster a]so made a humca»ne tour over fhéﬁ' e

‘ ’ﬁeod affected areas yesterday To my rmnd unless |
some speclﬁc measzares -are taken there may be epldemrc

" thoughrout the flood affected areas and W& want to know the . .

" detalled steps taken by the aff;er the ﬂood So may I request - v

e

P
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the Chief Minister and the Minister in-charge of
Revenew to give a detailed freport after the voting on
demanads is over. becondiy, Siry, we are ﬁndlng it dxfﬁ
cult’ because our library is situated three miles awayf
and we are not able to utilise the library. When there

are space here why the library cainnot be shifted here ?

4 Mz Speaker :—statement «fea Tfaizst | You make the statement
_&"  after the voting on demands are over: Regarding the
library matter T will discuss it with you in the chamber.

Now votmg on demands.

ST QIR ﬁ —32 GRa @w AT 7w {ms‘l I
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Mr. Speaker— Let all the whips get_ to-gether and decide the

matter.

Re ; Voting on Demand. for Grants
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Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique :— Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I

have been listening with interest to the views expressed

by the hon’ble members on the takeover of the trade |

of foodgrains by the Govt. The issue before us is whe-
ther we remain dumb spectetors of the diabolical machi-
nation of the traders, monopolists and hoarders who
trade in the miseries of the poor byw_ raising the pric.s
uhfettered or we resist and make an honest attempt 10
supply food to the poor at a reééonably fair price. Sir,
this is the real issue before us:  Besides, theie is ap
ideological question involved in it to which I shall refer
in course of my speech. For the time being, pariicu-

Al
\

larly to those who are allergic to the 1deological signih-

cance of the issue, let us say the decision to take over
arises out of sheer desparate necessity. The Price situa-

tion has gone completely out of control causing unpre-

~ tedented inflationary trends. Giving sufficient allowance

to the havocs played by the natural calamities in the
form of flood and drought, the major force behind the
price rise is the rapacious  wholesaler who ison a prowl
to mint his millions out ot millions ot empty stomachs.
So the fundamental question is whether we submit to
him. or champion the cause of the hungry millions. We
must make up our mind on this vital issue. Mr. Deputy
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Speaker, Sir, thinking in favour of the takeover
of the foodgrain trade is not new in our country. This

.question has been erigaging the serious attention of the

Government for the last. 30 years. 'In 1942, soon after
the Bengal famine, the Govt. examined the proposal
though, as inevitable, it failed because of the opposition
of the vested interests who were then pitronized and
protected by the imperialist Govt. Again within a de-
cade of our attainment of independence, in 1957 a com-~
mittee under the chairmanship of Shri Ashoka Mehta
was formed to explore the Ppossibility of the takeover.
The committee recommeded the takeover of the whole-
sale trade in' foodgrains. Since then a couple of other
committees have also submitted their reports with simi-

lar recommendation. However, Sir, for the first time,

~at ‘the historic session of the AICC at Bingalore in 1969,

the nationalisation of the foodgrains trade came up asa
confrete proposal. It was further developed at the
Bombay session of the AICC. However, due to some
other pressing developmehts in the country, the Gouvt.
could not take up ‘this matter until the Ahmedabad
session of the AICC in October, 1972. Since then this

concept nationalisation of foodgrains trade have been

"examined and re-examined by various committees and

finally we decided to take over the wholesale trade in
wheat from Apri!, 1973 and rice from the Kharif season
of 1973. It has been said that preparations for this take
over was.not adequate to which I do not agree. Sir, it

is true that the pace of procurement is slow, particularly
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in' the face of the offensive of the right reaction.
Even then four million tonnes of the target quantity of
nine milljons have already been procured and for this
4000 . purchase centres were covered- So the slow

procurement does not mean that preparations are not

~ adequate. Sir, there ate no two opinions that this'deci-

sion to take over though momentous and revcluticmary,
1s .bESEt,WITth many. pitfalls. But it is a decision taken
with full awareness of its social, economic, political . and

administrative implications.  Because of our proclaimed

~ dedication. to the service of the common, man, we are,

however, prepared to take any risk of whatever dimension
1t may be. It was said t.hat in view, of the compara-
tively bad cropsin the last two years, it was politically
unwise to embark on sucha venture. But the indifferent
harvest of the last two years Was in itself the greatest
justification for this decision. Tor it is at times like
these that the common man is in the greatest peed of:
being saved from the clutches of those who exploit such
a situation by making people suffer. Sir, the much talked
about failure of the scheme is nothing but the calcula-
ted propaganda of the vested interests who have created
a psychology of scarcity to mobilize public opinion against
the.POli'C}’- Unfotupately _Sir, many of us have fallen a
prey to this propoganda. Let us examine the rationale

of this take over. Sir, the objectives underlying the take-
over of wholesale trade ave

1) effective public control over the marketed surplus,

as distinct from the marketable surplus, so as to eliminate
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speculation’ and the distroctions in prices and availability

resulting from it ; and secondly,

2) remunerative prices to growers so as to provide
them with incentive to raise production, and market it

to the public agencies; thirdly,

3) assured availability to the cosumers, particularly

' to' the vulnerable ‘sections of the population and fourthly

and lastly,

4) economy in the cost of wholesale trading by
elimination of unnecessary intermediaries and by other

improvements in the efficiency of the system. Sir, can

“anyone contest the acceptibility or fairness of the purpose

of such a policy » Opponents there ‘are. But outside
the House. The reason is obvious. Outside the  house

these hoarders, black-marketers, the wholesaler. the mo-

‘nopolists, will fight the last ditch battle to frustrate

such a scheme. And a couple of politicale parties
spearbeaded by the vested interésts are supporting them.
Call this battle ideological or otherwise, but the fight is
on. Inside the house, Sir, I am confident, no one is
against the takeover. I am - confident there is none-
Everybody accepts it. Only hon’ble members are scep-

ticale about the proper implementation.

Mr. Deputy Speaker :—You continue in the next half. The -

house stands adjourned till ‘2 PM.
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(Th_e Assembly met at 2 P. M. after recess with the
Hon’ble Speaker in the Chair)

Mr. Speaker “—TI have to announce the result of the Election
to the Minority Commission, Assam.

The number of candidates being equal to the
number of members to be electcd, the following are dec-

lared elected unopposed to.  the Minority Commission,
Assam. '

I- Md. Umaruddin.
2. Shri Puspadhar Chaliha.

Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique :—Sir, durin-g the pre-lunch
session I was speaking about the take over of the wheat
trade. Sir, some Hon’ble members were sceptical about
the proper implementation. Sir, hereisa very intriguing
situation for us ¢ Govt. is assailed tor failure to hold
the priceline. But when Govt. takes measures and
effective measures like the takeover in a bide to find ‘
a permanlent solution, it is assailsed, too, propheéying
like prophets that the scheme will flop due to impro-
per implementation. Sir, I am afraid, such an. attitude
cuts both ways s it may mean overzealousness borde-
ring on apprehension that the scheme, through well-
meant, may fail or. itmay mean a wishful thinking that
the scheme will fail. T trust the overzealousness is the
correct reading. Sir, whatever may be the attitude of

the Hon’ble Member criticising Govts. handling the
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takeover, Government is determined to go ahead in its bid

‘to feed the hungry millions at a reasonably fair price.

The matter has another important aspect. Planned deve-
lopment requirs * some degree « of price stability. The
prices of agricultural commodities, particularly cereals and

pulses, have a major impact on the general price be-

_ haviour in the country. . So, if an overall stability in

the prices is 'to_be attempted, the major thrust has to
be on the prices of the agricultural commodities. The
destabilising effect of speculative activities has to be  elimi-
nated. The only alternative to this state of affairs is the

take over of the trade in foodgrains:

Sir, we must bear in mind that such a scheme eli-
minating the wholesaler calls for public involvement in a
large medsure as. Government machinery, however well-

equipped it may be, is not adequate. So - Government

~ decides, and decides rightly, to launch a vigorous co-ope-

rative marketing for procurement as well as trading.
Hon’ble Members have expressed doubts in the role the
co-operative societies- are expected to play and.have even
assailed Government for the failure of the co-operative
movement. It is true that because of the scandales in
the past the concept of the co-operative societies is very
low in public estimation; that its image bas to be im-
proved. But .8ir, who will improve the image ? It is a
people’s movement and unless the conciousness of the
people is aroused, how can we improve the performance

of the co-operative organisation ¢ it is indead amusing to
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observe that here, too, we pass thc back to the Govern-

ment. Have we mortgaged our conscience, our power to

think, our power to reason, and power ot imagine=all to

Government, just to absolve ourselves of the social res-

ponsibility developing on u§? Can we think of -an

agency better than the co-operative organisation if we

want to replace the monopoly trade- If we argue this

way, shall we suggest abandoning of our embankment pro-

jects only because a few corrupt officials and contractors
are involved in it? Or shall we suggest the scrapping
of all penal laws as they have failed to check criminal

offences ?” ‘Sir, there is = cliche, a stale cliche, and the

cap fits and fits so well that I am temped to cite it. It -

is the prescribing of cutting of one’s head off as a remedy

for the headache.” I'do admit, there may _bé a. number
of co-operative Societies involved in malprac'tices But
for that can we discredit the whole ‘co-operative move-
ment ? I would, however, caution the Govt- that the
stakes are tremendous and any weakness or let- -up mean
not only 51ump1ng -of this Rs. 3,000 crore trade, but
disaster for the Government disaster for the people,
disaster for the gouatr3 So the Govt machinery must
be geared up fully. And for this, an wurgent piece of
work is imperative. This is the modification and streng-
thening of the Essentiai Commodities Act. A - former
Union Minister for Food and Agriculture, Shri A. P.
Jain, recently expressed doubts basing his observations
on his five wyears’ exXperience with the ‘working of the

Act, that this act is inadequate to meet the sliuation.

-~
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So Sir, there is need for the condification.of a new com-
prehensive law, providing. as suggested by Shri Jain
for quick inve‘stigation,‘ summary trial and one appeal

only. This is, however, for the legal experts to vet

this suggestion and to comment on it. But one thing

we- must” bear in mind that the delays inherent in judi-:
cial- processes ‘will defeat the object of the scheme.
The scheme further provides for ‘the formation of public
committees to watch the conduct of *the co-operative

trading set up. Sit, it is thiﬂsﬂ"publi'é “vigilance and the

-ability to build up the public vigilance, and not imagi-

ning things and assuming that Government will fail,
which 'holds the key to success of this measure, so
vitally important fof the common pe'op'le who need food.
The scheme is also feared to be handicapped by large
scale hoarding already made. So, dehoarding ,if necessary

with ‘people’s co-operation, is a ‘must’ as a prelude to

- the launching of the scheme, particularly during the

Khariff season .Anéther danger, one of the biggest
facing the scheme, is the eollusmn between dishonest
merchants and corrupt Govt ofﬁcxals who together may
conspire to discredit and defeat the scheme. Stern action
should be taken against such elements. Govt officers,
too, must be made to realise the gravity of the situa-
tion and be called upon ro cultivate a sense of involve-
ment while implementing such radical measures, and to
imbibe a sense of social responsibility and, above all,
to have some kind of ideological conviction. Like it or

not,  Sir, the bureaucracy has < come to stay and ‘it
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continues to exist. ‘Let there be no illusion about it. It G
has now emerged through'a process of evolution as a .
major torce to . be rechoned with in any society. So what

we expect of bureaucracy is to change its outlook .and

to reorient itself to t_he changing ' conditions of - the

society and the country and; above all, to commit itself

to the ideology to which the nation, by and large, is

committed. Unless the -Government officials ha’ve faith

in those very ideas which actuate such redical measures _
~how can they tackle them effectively? Once ~Prime
Minister Indira‘Gandhi said', though in a different con- 2%
test Govt officials who have no faith in secularism
cannot be expected to tackle communal problems- So it is
not by wholesale : condemnation of the Government
officials, but by appealing to their f:onscienée, by arou-
ssing their moral obligations to the society and by crea-
ting, their social consciousness may we expect to” achieve
good results. I do admit that, as maintained by many
Hon’ble members, “that our eXperience- with the Food
‘Corporation has not been happy. 1n spite of its ope-
rations, thie foodgrain prices have been  steadily going
up. After the takeov‘er, the. Government will have to
reduce and . stabilize - the prices and ensure a steady
supply of foodgrains to the consumers. But Sir, one
thing we must not lose sight of. The failure of the
FCI itself highlights ‘the grip on the market by the
unscrupulous traders. : It is common knowledge that
even when there were ‘open market operation to counter

price increase, . the big traders conserved the stocks for
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further speculativé gains and created artificial scarcity in
the market. The criticism against FCI are however mainly -
in fegard to its modus operandi and not in regard to
the basic princple of purchase and “distribution by the
Government -agency:- It-is, however, impe,rz_itive that the
FCI must imprb_ve its functioning. But all said and done,

and. to give the devil its due, we muéi admit that

_ the presenf deficiencies of the public agencies are a

much lesser evil as compared to the drawbacks of the
private wholesale trade. Sir,' ‘what is most important is
how far the scheme responds to the consumers needs
and conveniences. For this sphere 1s the real battle-
field ‘where we: fight thevested interestss For the whole
tribe of‘whdlesale‘traders and ves_ted_interests will play
the  trick here and will do their utmost to  turn the
anger of the masses against such a policy- So if the
consumers are made to.suﬁ_’er in any way, the traders
will exploit the situation. Much damage has. already
been done: by -(éréating pénic in a subtle way that the
scheme will flop and ' people “will starve. ' This is a

real challange to the Government : for empty stomachs

" need food, and not words: And if the. shemeis a succe-

ss by supplying enough' .at reasonable prices, it will

‘also contribute to the transformation of the society by

ending not only the economic stranglehold of the tra-
ding monopolists on the. peasant producer but also by
ending political control over them through economic
pressure- And to achieve this  stupendous objective there

must be- a congérted effort on the part of all of us. I
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~ mean ‘the either side of the House. So let. us fight

and fight uaitedly one of the most crucial stiuggles of
the post-independence perlod against the exploiting sction

of the _society -

Thank you, Sir.
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“?
Shrl Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chlef Mmlster) :—Mr. Speaker Sir,
the govt has taken over the wholesale trade of the wheat |
and wheat products and proposes to takeover the paddy
and rice as well. Somé of the bon’ble members elo-.
quently s.upp'oxted this “effort of the Govt: and other
were very much  agitated and opposed it. Sir, this is
not a new thing Hon’ble member Shri Bijy Handique
has given a brief history and backoround of this take- %
over. I need not go into the details Of et = OIr; ~We
have cnmmltted to the takeover of the wholesale trade
in election mamfesto. What we have done is only the
fulfilment of the election manifesto. May Lon’ble mem-
ber have expressed doubt whether this effect will be
successful. Sir, I do not see any reason whY- the mem-
bers should be hesitant or doubtful abom_ this trade.
In the State of Assam we have advanced must more
than other states. = What " we have  done ~here. The 4
trade has two aspects, one is procmément and the other
is distribution. We have already taken over procure-
ment and we bave been successful.  We are taking bold
steps and gradually eliminating all the shOrt commgs and
thereby trying to achieve our ob_]ect_lve Now “what is
remaining is distribution. Sir, in distribution we are not
disturbing the machinery at the bottom. The Fair Price
Shop will remain there. We “have only take over the
wholesale trade from the private individuals and will-
be handed ovet to the Co-operative societies.  We will -

hand over the trade to the Co-operative Societies to



1973 : ; Voting on demand for grants : SI

make it a peoples affair and ‘they . will have to parti-
cipate in the conduct of this business, Sir, trom top -
down to the bottom there will be fair price shops in
every level.- There W1H be a committee and that commi-
_ttee will conduct the business. The committee will have
authority to see about the distribution and allotment
of the quota. - There has been allegation, wild allega-
tions {against the officers and therefore this trade ‘has

H
: been taken over by the Govt. In order to aliminate

.

troubles we have on trusted the task ofallotment to the
non official organisations. They will conduct this trade.
Sir, if you analyse it then you will find: that at the state
level at the sub-divisional, everywhere the people will
have to take the responsibility. This fact mav be inter-
preted in anyway one likes but the fact remains .that
» it has been done for the benefit ot the people. When
we are to involve the people in this affair, I do not -
find any reason why there should be Susp1c1on and
doubt about the succes;s of this trade. There has been
opposition against this trade. But every action has got
a reaction. This take over is an action and therefore
there will be an equal reaction’ as well, Sir, we are
prepared to face that reaction and try to overcome it.
It has also been sald that reaction any forces are there
in - the congress organisation itself. I quite admit that.
There may be in the fold of the Congress some re-
action any forces but we are to curbe than and not

to be overwholed by them. We are not afraid of the

# Speech not corrected



82

' Voting on demand for grants ' 25th ]uiv'le

forces which are there in the Congress fold—but we are |

very much concerned of the reaction any force thatare

‘lying outside.. Therefore in order to curbe these forces

that are opposing. probably. adequate arrangements are

‘to be made. Why probably ? We should do'it: I am
confident, Sir. we will. be able to do it. We will be able.

to succeed in this matter Sir, taking over the wholesale

trade i1s not a vision or dream; but it is a reality.

Hon’ble Member Shri - Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya has".

cr1t1c1sed that we talk, mich about wholebale trade but
we do not take it as. a ‘realitys Slr, Hon’ ble: member

Shri Bhattachar-yya has reffered to, late: Mir. ‘Churchill of

* U. K. We¢ was not a man of vision and dream but a

man of reality. To assert the degree of reality, we need
not go -to U. K. Sir, we also need not go to Mr.

Churchill. Sir, we was very great and it is not nece~

ssary to go- to him. In order to achieve the reality

we are to work .with determination. Sir, what  Mr.
Churchill did when -the: entire London city or the entire
U. K. was shattered by.the enemy bombs? He was
writing. the word. ‘V’. on: every walls. Was it~ not a

reality when the city of - London or the entire U. K.

was shattred by  the enemy boms-? This' was the rea-

7 llty He. wrote the word ‘V’ evenon the- broken walls.

Sir, this is not only in London or U. K. but everywhere
in the world the, word ‘V’ was then written on every

walls.. Even inthis .country ot ours, the word ‘V>was

#* Speech not corrected
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written. Ultimately what happened, Sir 9 Mr. Churchlll
won the war. Here sir, we are takmg over the v'hole-

sale trade is a pledge given by us in the General Elec-
tion. Now Sir, ‘we are bound to fulfil “this - pledge.

Sir, thisis not a new thing ‘as Mr. Handique has given

-some historical backgr: und of it.© We have started it

and we want to fulfil this. Therefore S1r we will have

it IS nothmg but a
reality. It is not a vision or a dream ? It is a reality.

‘Sir, if I am allowed to say 'so, then I would say this

1s like aChurchllhan reality. Sir, we. are quite prepared
to meet the situa‘'ion that might be created by the inte-
rested parties As I have stated alread\ there is bound
to be reaction and we ‘are conscious of .
We are: not a afrald Sir. But Sir, now we
went co-operation ot the Hon’ble Members of this
House and also the co- operation of the people. Sir, I
am veay much thankful to the Hon’ble Members of
the House who have uttered words of caution and also
uttered words of encouragement. Sir, Mr. Bhattacharyya
has cautioned' us. This' was quite good. In an effort
like this, we must always be cautions about the obsta-
cles which might hinder the progress of our work. Sir,
we are thankful to Mr. Bhattachary)a as he has pointed
out certain difficulties whlch might come up on the

%#Speech not corrected -
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: we shall take mto t:01=131derat10n all these

< . Shii a. Devx ‘Barkatakr °-—S;r may I ask ome‘pomt e

, an aatlen aand, ﬂaerefoze, ‘there‘__v o
. .Wl!l‘} be ,an equal reactlon SI, I ' |

aSpeech not corrected 5 .. .‘ . '-'. ) T.
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a o T )
A “was very much

worried about the reactionary force of

bis “own party than the reactionary forces ou‘rmde the

party Then other thing«I would like to ask the Hon’.

ble Chief Minister relating to wholesgle 'trade. Sir, -regar-

-

tc:u[turr> ‘Mr. F.

ding wholesale trade, yesterday Union Minister 'of agri-

A- Ahmed, stated that due to shortfal]

0. the procurement of wheat, Govt. of India was thin-

kmg to reconsider the entire issue of the wholesale trade. ‘
g ‘Sir, may [ Know from the Howble Chief Minister

sale “trade issue of wheat as well as the procurement of

o whether Govt. of Assam w‘illa]so reconsider the whole-

rice on that baekground ?

Shn Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chiet anter) s—oir; whlle saying
s0, the Wnion Mlmsrer of Petrolium mlght have referred

to -certain other
wholeeale trade.
therefore, there
reaction.  The

outside the

matter. Here, we are discussing the

Our point is that every action and,

will be an equal and Opposite
question  of  reaction .inside and

party is entuirely a different matter.

v So far as the taking over of ‘wholesale trade is con-

cerned, my assertion stands ‘Regarding the other matter
which the Union Minister of Petrolium has referred
his assertion may also stand. Now, regarding the state-
ment of- the Union Minister of Agriculture, our submi-

SSiON is that we

have already taken the wholesale, trade

in .wheat . We are very much hopeful of success. We

are also hopeful of success for cur pecdy and rice.

®
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---Hon bIe Chlef Mmlster has requested to.

o f‘. M!'-; Speaker

. wi?ch »dz:aw fHe Cut»» Motfon 'B‘ut as th"e Hon‘f.b_le M ember F
--‘-‘: iy (’:’fmvemment tra&mg. ﬁt pages 4‘79'4&6 "Of ?the e

be radu:;ed’ to ‘Re.” I/ lé, the amount of tfxe whole _
mm of Rs- 116 64400 do stand reduced tO Rsl. L

- v Y
T . .o b 4
. . . o - B »

L ‘ (The Cut ‘Moﬁpn 1s los{)

s that A

| Mxelsi:er-m-charge to complete the sum of Rs 116,,64
B 40,0 necessary t° defray the charges W’hlch wlll ;:ome_ 7

.(za'faital cmtlay 0} “".Scbemes ;

s&m Sﬁra‘t Chandra Smha (Chlef Munster) i

r'f i

ar'qmesm@n (ehat a sum bf Rs. 24 85‘600 be granted tol,' |
the Mmlsterm-charge io complcte the sum af Rs 33

. A . ~




| 1'

1973 Voting on demand for grants 87

in course of payment during the year ending the 31st
March, 1974 for “the admmnstratlon of the head “39-
Miscellancous, Social and Development orgamsatxons-‘

- Statistics-I Directorate of StatlStLCS' 2

(The great is passed.)
' Now' grant ‘NJO. 45.

Shr: Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chiet Minister) g :—On the reco-
mmendation of the Governor ' of Assam, I beg Sir, to
move Grant No 45 ’

Mr. Speaker ;—Threr is no cut motion. So I put the main
motion that a sum of Rs. 3700 be granted to the
Minister-in.charge to complete the sum of R_s- 4, 900
: necessary to defray the charges which wi_ll' come in
course of payment during the year ending the 3lst
March. 1974 for the administrations of the head  “39-
Miscellaneous Social and'Déve]Opment' Organisations Sta-
tistics II Vital Statistics. RaingaUge ez

(The motion, is passed -and ‘the grant is passed).

Now grant ‘No. 46.

Shri Sarat Chandra, Singha (Chief Minster) :—On the recomme-

ndaticn of the ‘Governor of Assam, [ beg Sir, to move
Grant No. 46 |
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :—On the reco-
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Mr. Speakér :—There is no cut mofion. SoI put the main

question that a sum of Rs. 9.71,900 be granted to the
Mlmster-m-chalge to complete the sum of Rs. 12,29 200
necessary to defray the charges which will come in

~course of payment during the year ending the 3lst

March, 1974 ofthe administration of the head “39-
Miscellancous Social and Development Organisations-
Other Miscellaneous Organisations I1I-Planning Organi-

“sation (State)”.

(The grant is passed):

 Now Grant No. 1}6A..

mmeéndation of . the Govemox of Assam, T beg Snr to

move Glant No. 46A.

Mr. Spéa]<er :—There is no cut motion I put the main

Shri

question that a sum of Rs. 2,62,500 be granted fo the
Minister<in charge to complete the sum of Rs. 3,50 000

necessary to defray the’ charges which ‘will come in .

‘course of payment during the - year - ending the 3lst
‘March, 1974 for the administration of the head “39-

Miscellanous - Secial and Development Orgatisations -I1I-
Planning Orgatiisation (Hills)”.

(The grant . is passed. Now gratit No.47.)

Sarata Chandra Sinha, (Chiet Minister)s—On = the

.~

 —
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Mr.

recommendation of the Governor of ‘Assam, I teg Sir,
to :move Grant No. 47.

Speakér :—=There is no cut motion. So I out. the main
question” that a sum of Rs. 33,98,400 be granted to
the Minister-in-charge to complete the sum of Rs.
43, 69,900 necessary. to defrav the charges which will
come in course of payment during the year ending the
31st March, 1974 for the administration - of the head
<39, Misc’éllanéou& Social and vDévelopemental Organisa-
tions-IV. Directorate of Advertl:mg and- Visual Publi-
Clty”

(The grant is  passed.)

Now gr_ant No. 50.

Shn Sardt Chandra Smha (Chlef Minister) :—On. the reco-

SA

Mr.

mmendanon of the Governor of Assam I beg Sir, to
move Grant No. 50.

Speaker ;—There is no cut motion. . put the main
question that a sum of Rs. 1,40,100 be granted to the
NliniSte171n-éharge to complete the sum of Rs. 1,83,900

~necessary to defray the charges which will come in

course of payment during the year ending the 3lst
MNarch, 1§74 for the administration of the’ head “39

" Miscellaneous, Social and Developmental Organisations-

other Miscellaneous Organisations-\/i[,Soldiers’, Sailors’

and Airmen’s ' Board?”.
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(The -Grant 1s passed. Now grant No. 23)

Shri Md. Idris (Minister, Industries) :—On_ the recomenda-
tion of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
Grant No. 23. : i

Mr. Speaker :—There is no cut motion. I put the main
- question that a sum of Rs. 32,03,200 be granted, to
- the Minister-in-charge to complete the sum of Rs. 37,79,000
necessary to defray the charges. which will come in
course of payment, during the year endimg the 3lst
March. 1974 for the administration of the head “27-

Scientific Departments”.
(The “grant 1s passed.) g

Now Grant No. 26. Mr. Barua, are you moving the

cut motion ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Yes Sir. The grant No. 26, 27,
28 and 29 may be taken up together.

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, HHealth) :— Sir, T 'beg to
move grant Nos. 26, 27. 28 and 29.

%Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move the :

cut motion.on the grant Nos. 26, 27,28 and 29 on behalt
of the members of this side of the House. Sir, while
moving the cut motion on these grants I want to make

certain . observations.

# Speech not corrected -
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' Sir. the first and f(_jremosf need in the present day
- world is to maintain good health and for that purpose
health education, sanitation and other factors like drinking
water are necessary.- Now, we are entering almost the"
5th plan period and we have many schemes under
- these particular heads for development of health, sani-
tation atc in the State. But we find that the poor'
-people, the common masses are deprived of their lagi-
timate beneﬁt.out of the schdmes. Sir, .near about 8-/,
of the present population is deprived of . their minimum
medical facilities and near about 84:6°/, of population
is deprived of getting the pure drinking water. Sir, in the
present day worla, when scientific development has taken
place so much it is unthinkable that in_our- éociety in
this ‘part of the country, our people are being deprived
of their Jagitimate minimum medical facilities. We have
plan and according to’ plan Government decided to esta-
blish medical and health centres’ among the rural popu
Jation to cater to their medical needs. But we find
that there are buildings, sometimes without doctors and
thefg are buildings with doctors, but without aiy medi-
cines.. If this is the treatment meted out to the people
by the Govt- I do not know the reason under what
circumstances the Minister Health is coming forward to
get the grant voted by the House. éir, as I have said
almost two decides have elapsed since we achieved in-

dependence. Sir, during the pre-independence days the
British Government also maintained certain health centres.
I found, in my younger davs, whenever we used to go
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S ', ’,épe,,nqlence m respect ot medmal :
'-'Qv».,:‘schence m rhe State? ]; thmk no chanqe wortﬁ the <

. .':-;'é?._..;name hfxs b@g@. la;uugpt m the m:;.tter of .med;cal {facl-;..‘_ S
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at page 57 I find that Govt. has taken up certain

hospitals for renovation of the old huépita] “buildings.
But these buildings have remained ‘as  they wefe for
years. So many representations have' been 'made by the
people but without any respoﬁse' from the authorities.
Sir, sufficient money has been . earmarked for renova-
tion wof the old hospital buildings which were under
the Local Boards: Theseare in a- dilapidated condition,

and no action whatsoever has been ‘taken to repair

them. It is a fact that some Civil ‘Hospitall buildings

have been céanstructed in some places.- For -instance,
at Jorhat a big building has been constructed though

more accommodation .is needed there. Eut in Sibsagar

‘the‘séme old building is still. continuing without any

expansion or. improvement. Last time when we  visited
Sibsagar Civil Hospital, we saw patients: lying on the
floor. Though Government proposed to shift the hospi-

. tal to a new site and the: site was also selected for

the Wpur.po.c;e,n nothing - has béen done ‘as yet. Sir, if the

Government is really interested in giving medical facili-

ties to the common masses, they should take up con-

struction- of hospital buildings in the rural areas first,

and for that purpose sufficient fund must be made
a{railable- The rural hospitals and dispensaries are to be
equipped with modern machineries and ' provide other
facilities. Sir,. the other 'day, the - Minister-in-charge
stated hete in this House  that Government is
going to gi.ve surgery facilities to the rural People.

I think these rural people have got -every right to
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have such facilities because we are ‘all living at their
These 1ural p°opd are contributing maximum revenue

to the State exahequer and therefore they should get

all facilities-

Sir, what is the general. trend in, the hospitals and

dispensaries 9 Our brothers and sistes who coming out
 of the three Medlcal Colleges, Silchar Dibrugarh and

Gauhah are lacking in the mlsmonarv zeal which they
ought to have. Butinstead they have all become greedy
Con-'lin-g out of the Medical Colleges.
They want to. make money right and left: Here in
Gauhati itself you will find that the new buildings that
are coming up belong to the officers of the P.W.D.

(R.& B.) or Flood Control or Medical Department.

Everywhere you will find this position. Our Doctors

have completely forgotten about the humamfanan aspe-

ct, and therefore, unless we enthuse missionary zeal in

their mind, we cannot gét proper: medical “facilities. Sir,
if you go to the Gauhati Medical College or Dibrugarh
Medical'Cd]lege you will find that the Doctors give more
importance to their private practice than on the teaching
side. And when our boys and girls see their teachers
busy in earning rr’xoﬁey, their psychology also becomes
like that and they learn from  their Doctors how to
earn money. To somé people ‘Doctors are not only

healers but also life giver and therefore unless we can
change their psychology, we cannot give medical facili-

ties to our common people: Sir, I have seen that
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those ‘o{ our boys who are working in the Missionary
Hospitals, they work there with missionary zeal and
they do not care for money. For example, one Dr.
Chetia is working in the welsh Mission Hospital, Shi-
llong and I have ‘seen him working with missionary
zeal. But when our boys are deputed in the State
di-spensaries, they become terror to the people, and out
of. one tbous’and probably you will find one boy with .
human service in mind. I do not understand why * the
boys and girls-of the same stock and same batch

have  differantly when they Join Government ‘service.

- What is the wrong ? I want to pose a question.

;Why'th'e Government is thinking in that direction ¢
What is the lacuna? The boys and Girls who. are

coming out as doctors are -also part and parcels of

the society and the society to some extent is also res-
ponsible for this. For instance, if the Minister-in-charge :
of Health and I go to a Medical College tor treat-
ment but we ‘will not think for a moment whether the

. common people also get the same sort of treatment
L)

or same- sort of facilities.- About that we are forgetful.

‘Therefore [ say that our society is also partly respon-

sible for such kind of corruptions. What is going on
in big civil hospitals ¢ “Let me  put up certain instances
before the House.. In ]drhat Civil Hospital (1 live
beside the Civil Hospital) some r'n.edicines are not at
all available though thatis a better hospital. .\ couple
of days back our Minister-in-charge of Health has given

a’lecture about the Purchase Board. I may say here,

~
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.Sif, that during our examination of the Medical Depart-
ment we found the whole system to be defective and
there is enough scopz to pursue corrupt practices by

‘the Central Depot and the Purchasing Beard and the
so called Central Depot ‘and the Purchasing Board is a:

misnomer. to me. It is useless and it serves no purpose

in’ respect of purchase of medicine. I have been told

that many of the Members of the Purchase Board have -

been purcﬁaSEd by the firms and ° they prescribe such
types of patient medicines which are not available in
the Certral Depot. I ask the Hon’ble Minister Health
to go and verify that is the business of the. Purchase

‘Board.’ Its business is to see whether proper medi-
cines are available. They do not do it.  They make.

out a list of medicines wl_aich are not available with
the Central Depot which have al‘ready been - purchased
by big traders earlier. - They sefid such list as indents
which are not available with thg Central StOres.‘Why?
Just rtO shf?w that these are Not avaijlable, so ‘that they
can purchase these from some firms. NO\\./, -Sir, even
for this sort of p'urch;se there are some approved firms.
There is a firm named as Rafiulla Brothers and shopes,
or something like this it has not changed its address,
the Minister may know it this is a . blacklisted firm.
It 1s° blacklisted not only by the Government but also

by the Public Accounts Committee: Under what circum-

stances such firms could be allowed to supply medici- .

nes till today ? St:r, you will be surprised to hear that

medicines are supplied but these are medicines  only

| A,
A
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Loid mameéd.  Frhave sgot - instances] and 1 can' prdduce
documentary evidence Before the Government. In Teézpur
>idhey went: ta «takd memdy:in fadvance.sofhébdector
sinvcharge.“at : Tegpur Civilt-Hospidsl :salgr vhat sunless
he 'suppliedrthe medicines b9 wnuld‘liO;.be pdid. T hat B
i pancthen smanaged.: tordet an onsler ony thatisdoctor to
payi-him vais5a01 . AT Tet {1 Jael s

- ar ) Newyir, wHy “cancer |is ra.m_paﬁt? "And. the 1ate
of cancer patient§” InASsam IS Highe ! than! tHe  all
'Indm averaoe I am not an EXpart but while in U.S.A.
I hld cilacussmm on T.hIS matter with :>pe<:1allstc there.
Accordmg tp 1hem the main cause for cancer 1s taking .
of.‘a adulterated food We are having everythmg adul-
.terated 1ncluqu medlcmes Medlcmes are spurious
Why our late lamented had to meet such a _death ?
Because by takmg epurious drugc; his blood became
_po:sanous H» took so much med1c1nes that he could
not gtand‘.ivt. This 1is the whole thmg and thls firm
5% a bet. of our Minister in charge of Health We
‘have been telhno that thlb is doing maximum harm to
the somety and specmﬂy to the Chlldren But why
this man . should be given sQ much 1mp0rtance7 Why
he 1s stlll bemg allowed to supply medicines 1nsp1te of
our severe criticism in this House? When this matter
_was rau.ed for discussion 1n this HOUbE, ‘this man
uttered” that all the M. LA are in his pocket. ILast
‘vear I charged the mm]ster of Health about this person

and the next day when 1 went to the Minister’'s Chamber
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I tound that person bit.tiﬁg tlhere. Why 7 Under
what circumstances the Minister gives him so much
indulgence to such traders? If he is to see anybody
he cango to the Secretary or the D.H.S. but why he
has direct access .m the Minister- Why such criminals
should be given access? Should he be given protection

" by the Government? We are repeatedly asking the

Government to avoid this man but heis earning money

at the cost of the children of the State, at the cost
of the blood of the common man.:

After furnishing indents, emergent indents

_are sen. Because by these emergent indents they can purc-

hase medicines from anywhere. In Tamil Nadu, for your

information gir, atd for the information of the Minister in

‘charge of health they have got a cell of expertq who make

tests on medicines to find out whether the medlcmes are
good or not and when they are satlsﬁed about the purity
of the medlcmes t‘)en they allow this to be Used. But

_in our State there is no such procedure "Therefore,

almost all the medicines that are “available here are

. either adulterated or outdated. This is done by our doctors

in collusion with the firms. They are earning fnoney.

_ It you go to a Civil Hospital vou will be told such

medlcmes are not available in the Hospital but these

very medicines are available at his residential clinic.

My question is, When these medicines are not availa-

ble in the entral Depot or from other sources how

these medicines can be available in the’ pharmaues run
by the doctors thcmselves? How ? BrAf

o
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When the medicines are not avaifable for use by
the common people, why they are available in the
pharmacies run by the doctors. There are instances
at Jorhat. I have been telling about these things to

~ the Minister, Health that there are people. who are
squeezing ‘publinc money, but no action has been taken
against it. = The entire m;1chiner§ of the Medical
department has been converted into a political machi-

4 nery. If the doctors and scientists are to be con-
sidered from ithe political angle, under what circums- .
- tances the Government can may that they are doing
justics to the peoples. While the 'd_octors' are behaving
badly and they are Sq’uéezing public money and public.
representations were coming from the people, on what
earthly reason °the government can keep them  at a
place for years together. Sir, you will be surprised to

7 hear “that we, the M.L:.A.s é_ind the M.Ps are harra-
© ~ ssed by the common masses {0 get seats for ‘them in
\ the Jorhat Civil Hospital. Is it our business to go to
the doctors for giving seats; they are to maintain the
priority list, and according to this, they are to give

~ seats. Sir, the TB ward has become a money-making
ward. ‘No 'steps have been taken by the Minister,
‘Health. T am charging the MiniS?:er, tiealth, because

I have been requesting the Minister to look into this

v ‘matter but no action has been taken. I have come to
know that the- doctors who can commit crimes, wWho

can do mischief and who can squeeze public money,

they can go up in ranks and they are to be promoted.

#5peech not corrected
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A man who is doing so much harm to the society
and to lhe people, hxs pr'-motiﬂn is  due. \J.y whol
conten*lon is that my people are much more 1mpor—
tant than dnythmg ~eise in the erld- If a manr has

indulged in corruption, nepotism in front of us and

"when these things are brought to the notice of the

‘Government, why the Government is callousabout them,

If you go and see the condition of the civil hospital,
you will find these horrible. That has become dancing
club in the night time ; very miserable things are happe-
ning i1n the Jorhat Civil Hospital.. Medicines are not
there for the common people. The Government money
which has been -sa nctioned for some pﬁrposes is squ-
eezed by them. Apart from this, horrible things are
going on in the Civil Hospital ; we have brought this
to the notice of the Government but ‘government did

' not take action. Very recently, some ot the people have

8poiled_ not only one or two but 4 sisters'; 4 gisters
have been completely spoiled ; their carreer have been
finished .© I have brought this to the notiee of the
Government but no action till today ; those who are
ntelligent they want to put blame on the old ward boy;
all the 4th grade employees came to me -and. re-
ported that .thesec = things happenéd. I have lodged
complaint to the -‘government that these things
are going on. On this plea or that plea, this govern-
nent machinary and these peoplc are doing like this.
There is no enquiry to find out the culprit, nbthing of

L1
¥

i I v 4 _ iy &
the snort, not to speak of giving punishment.
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In’ this connection I twant to cite one instance of

N()wgoﬁg Civil Hbspital st \li'ke to’ point out that if

these are not facts then why the government did not

Mr.

Shri

contradict ity it is a news-item published in ‘Frontier
Herald’ on Ilth' February/73 under the caption—‘what
is going on inside the Nowgong Civil Hospital’, What -

is' narrated here in this news-item is a very bad thing. .

Speaker :—You pass it on to me.

Dulal Chandra Barué :—Yes, Sir. Here the whole pic-
ture is that this Civil Hospital has been converted,
according to him, into Brindaban; and Krishnalila and
Brin:iaban is prevailing in Nowgong Civil Hospital.
Because these things were detected by one matron, she
has also been victimised. Now-a-days, as I have already
said, are the davs of corruption, days of corrupt people
and not days of good people. Thislady was appointed
through APSC, she was very strict about the nurses
and she has been made a scape-goat -and the people
who _are doing harm to the public institutions and
doing harm to the public cause have been made scot-
free. This is the justice that has been given by the
maost - senior - Minister, my friend, Shri C. S. Teron. This
1s the justice he - has given to the common masses. He
has also' come from a commeon poor family like ys
he should undersiand the plight of the common masses,

but he has failed to. understand that. aspect of the



the Minister promised to do so. We want to know -
that action the Government has taken on the reco-
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problem. I do not know whether he is also dreaming of

dancing or any. dream of visionery place, where these

angels and others are dancing; I want to know why-

no specific measures are taken against those officers

W-ho_.weré responsible for creating "all theée things.

Apart from this, we have been demanding an
enquiry about the functioning of the Gauhati Medical
College ; enquiry has been instituted but no frindings
have been furnished till '_now. before the House though

mmendations of the Enquiry  Committee. Now the
Medical Department can be very well termed as not
the medical department giving medical relief to the
people but it is busy in transferring doctors from
one place to another. We are also responsible for this
to some extent. There scems to be a conterie Who has
no other business but of transfefring the doctors from
one place to another, On account of Family Planning

Programrpe, the- Government of India is giving money

but the Medica] Department has failed to spend - the
money because they could not implement some of the
schemes. “If one . goes to the Secretary or the Deputy

Secretary, ane will see that he is busy in transferring

the doctors.  Sir, the power of the Director of Healfh,

Services " have been taken away and he has become .

like a post-box; and his functions are devided with
the intention

to 1ocrease efficiency ; but efficiency is -
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decreasing because there are so many heads and nobody
cares. Even the Government completely have forgotten
whether there is a Head' of the Department called
Director of Health Services, because everything has been
concentrated by the Secretary or the Deputy Secretary
aud the Minister. Therefore I thing it is better to
abolish the offiice of D.H.S., because they have got no

_power. What 1 mean is for execution of plans and

programmes, this department has cofmpletely failed to
do it ;. otherwise this department 1s a 'big department

when money comes we are not utilising this.

Now, - Sir, the qepartment is functioning in such a
Way as fc;r intance some of the master’s degree holders
will be‘corning out, ﬁIready came out, -from'the Gauhati
Medical éollege but their degrees are not recognis_hd.
No arrangements have been made: for 'recogn'it"io_n of
their degrees. Inspite of their baving high qualification
for holding good posts they ‘are not in a positibn to

do that because their dégree are not recognised. And

~ this Government is so efficient they have started ano-

ther Medical College at Silchar and that also has not

~ been. recognized By the. India Medical Council and the

graduates who will be coming out of that instittution,

 their degrees wi\llﬂnot be recoghized. This department

is such an. efficient department that in 1969 in Dibrugarh
Medical College. they constructed a big ward for T.B.

'patients and only staff was necessary. The Medical

College Principal has been sending proposal but nothing_.
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,has been. done till to-day. and. the _.bq%'di;ng Is Iying idle
',‘ _w‘i,th(out sﬁrvipg_any” purgps_e-_'.,;f\ga,in, ‘the.__,(}nv; 0of India
._ ]‘:15 gi}r'en‘“ a - lump-sum . amount for expansion: pro-
,g_ramm.e-;‘w_%jthej Dibrugath Medical. College for;rost-
__ .graduaic, classes:, But “what they. have dones A 10
lak‘r;%' of rupees proposal has ‘been ,slubmitted and, now
it is Forth Plan and if it is over the money : wiil not
‘_De grdnted by the Govt of India: The Pr_mc_lpal 1S
.sencling 'remain&ers one. aftef an-ot.h_er—,‘ but no JaCtiOn
has “been taken . till to- day 'I"Bio 1S ‘the. depar'rment
that my most respegled friend the Minister heads _When
there 1s so. much rush in this hosp1ta1 when we went

to give expert service to the rural areas, we must have:

qualified doctors, but till to- day no action has been
taken by the Govt. for expanswn of that college and
the Dibrugarh.. College has remamed as it is since its
Amceptlon No extra prov:sxon bas been made, no extra
.fac1htles have been given and though they are a]lowed
to have post graduate cldsses no extra expaﬂSlOn pro-
_gramme has ‘been. made by the Govt. inspite of the
fact that Govt. of India- have agreed to  finaNce the
project. I asked the Minister to take up the matter
with the Govt. of fﬂdla so that the es(panS]_On pro-
gramme. is taken up and see that the college is_fully
expanded for the purpose for whlch it was establlsbed
; Also the system of of supplymg medlcme to that

college ~ as well as to different hOSPItals A

Cha”ged My sugoestlon Sir, is that the HOSpltdl Advisory

Committee is to be made more powerful. It should
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' not be a recomandatory. typ: of eommittee, but it should

be made powerful and should bc authorised to see to
the system of purchase of medicine and do all other
chackmg, and Govt. should at accordmg to the recomen-
dation of ‘that committee, as the committee is consti-

‘tuted from different elements from different walks of.

life.  Now, * coming the another small aspect of the

‘matter—family planping. As I have already said, for

family planning the Govt. of India eives financial assis-

tances, so I do not know why ‘we are not in a posi-

tion to utilise it. Ever_ybodgz 1s advocating for it but

.to my mind family planning is a misnomer. This time

they are having camps for vassctom. I saw some of

the camps and one: of-our officers gave me some tips.

I took a doctor friend of mine with me and then I

asked one of the patients—;did you get operated upon ?
He said yes. Then my Doctor - friend started question-

ing him. Latar on he said no; I have been asked to

say -so, I have not been operated upon. In the wvasec-
tomy camps in the name of family pl:.nning this sort
of . things are going on. . Therefore I submit there
should be a plan for family planing. I know it is ripe
time for popu!arfsing farhily planning in Assam. This
morning one of our friends said that the population of

- Assam has increased. Our population has not increased

Of course only one community is thereswhich 1s per-
mitted to have more then one wife’ But generally the
Assamese people. they are havine fymily planning by

#Speech  not corrected
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E ’;the Mrmster a‘ne Secr"eta‘ry of He
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. Ehemeselves w1thout the help of any méalcrne. Slmple
family- p* anmng will not serve the purpose fmm the.

: _',glven a]ong w;th famlly plannmg the people wxll not-
e . ®
- accept» it If ‘a man’ “produces - more ‘chrldren the R
: be affecfed ~and the children W1ll be”
gomg astray Therefore, we w,xll have to. glve mOral 1
i .trammg to the people but before that w1th the ﬁnd ﬁ?
':f‘-avallable tromm .t‘he Govt. ot -I-nrd1a we can buxld some - b

ch dren wﬂl-

_ essentlal thmg ior ‘thes survwal of h" man bemgs... lut :
" what we bavedone for it? T”emejrth Blan in almost,
..”gomg to. be' oVers: ;. In the Govt schemes have we .
'f']cowred 1‘/4 of the populatlon in Assam ?. No, | ‘We.
o are havrjrg
18. 7 crores worth of - stores are lymg 1dle for years
' t@get er- The ‘Govt. .ot 'Incha is . pxovrdmg syfficient
_money - to us ior the waten supply st:hemes and our .-

'schemes are mot readv- : ‘Why? I ha-ve bee‘n told by

engmeers 7 We are havmg stores _Dear about

;Z-Deptt. t?hat v.e‘
. are havmg the nax:mum amount tumder this . head and
" if the prolects and plans are taken up pmperly in trrne }
we wzll be ablre to weater to: the needs. of 1’14 of. the popt- N

If these‘ type of th1ngs~

«
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w to cater to the mnzeds of the maXimum number of
people. In this connectioﬁ I want to draw the atten-
tion of the . Chief Minister, Revenue Minister and the
Minister of Health to a very ' important matter- We
are having floods and the drinking water problem has

2 become very acute in areas visited by the floods- Unless

 good drinking ‘ water is provic.led' immediately to the
people of these areas many valuable lives would be lost.

S People are takmg water from whatever source is avai- .

o lable and some of them are alreadv afflicted by diseases

like Cholera and. Dysentry. Unless we could provide

for them good drinking water in time the etire popu-
lation would be seriously afflicted by various diseases.

When T discussed this matter with the Deputy Commi-

ssioners and other top officials the excuse they put

forward was that there is no fund. I think there is
suflieient tund and I‘ do not understand why the Govern-

_ment in the appropriate Department could not be moved

to take up schemes immidiately. We are concentrating

everything in the towns though according to the Chief

Minister and the Congress people we should go back

to the villages. We shall not go back to the villages
nor shall we allow other to go to the Villages because

we have failed to provided any amenity in the villages.

The public Health Engineering Department should be

v strengthened and Rural Water supply Schemes must be
" made successful, if possible, within this plan period.
I hope and believs that the Department with experi-
enced staff will be in a position to do s0-  They will
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also get sufficient funds from the Govt. of India if

they can submit project reports in time. -

The next point is about food adulteration. Adul-
teration of food stuffs. is on the increase- The other
day the Minister in reply to a question . stated that
there is no sufficient staff to meet the situation. I
hope more staff would be recruited and a few more s

" mobile laborateries would be installed. AdUIteiatlon is
a great health hazard, -and, therefore, we would be 1eadv
to Spend more on checkmg adulteration. If necessary
the Govt. of India should be moved to amend the Act
so as to Iﬁrovid:a for deterrent punishment to the off -
ders. The laboratory which is now at Shillong, I under-
stand, is going to be shifted to Gaubati 1 feel that
~everything should not be concentrated in one place.
There should be such laboratories in every district, if
possible, if otherwise this laboratory should established
~is a central place so that testing of foodstuff from all
the plains districts could be done swiftly. "

‘\._Lr-..

Sir, we schemes Malaria Eradication, and Small -+
Pox Eradicaton For this purpOSIe major part of the .
~ expenditure is borne by the Govt. of India. Sometime \
Back some of the stuff have been made permanent, but
some other have been left out through they have many
years of service to their credit- I do not know what .
is the directive from the Govt. of India, T think them
Departments should be made independent department
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with full delegation of power ‘because I have seen that

under these two heads lots of amounts are surrendened

every year. The State Malariologist , who is the Head
of the Department is to process everything though the

D.H.S., then the' D.H.S- in turn though the Secretary

and finally through the Minister. ~ This is a consuming
process resulting in surrender of money at the end of
the financial year. Therefore, some érr‘a,ngements should
be made to make these .two Departments more effec-
tive, .and those people who are working . for years

together may be made permanent.. I am glade that

- recently something has been done, but there are still

others to be done. I hope the Government will look

into the grievances of the Malaria Karmachari -Sangha

and try to redreas them.

I want to draw  the attention t0 one partieular
thing. There is one offset Press at Gaunati the machi-

~mery tor which were grifted by the Swedish Govern-

ment. There are very sophisticated machinery. Staff
for running the press were recruited three years back.
One Superintendent was also rgéruited regularly through

the A.P.5.C: and was trained by the Government in
Printing technology. The Superintendent was not recrui-

ted to install the machinery, he was recruited to run .
the machinery. For the last 3 years he was writing to
the Government to engage somebody to install ‘the
machiﬁery; Govt. of Assam had also written to the

Govt.- of India but to no avail. At last a Togluki



L 110 - ﬂ— . VOtiﬁg' on’ der.-h.and' fbf—' gré,ntS“ | 25th }une
| decxslon was taken— On a ﬁne mormng notxce @as"
e served termmatmg the servnces of the Super’ntenden,‘g: :
and m‘her staﬂ' on tbe ground that they could noet- mstall ;
the machmery« Is it not | 1\ d Tuglaks reclme? They:
Were fiot in that way_ There were trained f0r runmng S
the machme and not for msta}nng it. . The otl;er day
' somehow ot other the .maching was. mstalled, a«mg the . -
y bOy was thrown out. I want to." know/ under what' "
i c1rctxmstances Cfovt has has dnven out these people- \
How they cant . thrown out hke cast and dogq 9 “Who*
| 1s responslble fer that kS Are the ofﬁcess ot “the Govt.
requnslble? I have represented thls matter to:. the .
- Chief Mlmster but I do .ot knoW Whether he has '
ataken actwn. He is verry bussy that we. know But .;
perha.bs he . is’ not to be- bussy for “us. I havé also’ -
- represented thls ‘matter to the Cb,xef Secretary, Finan- -
} . ¢ial comm1ss1onex also, but no’ actlon Was taken.,'-._In"'.
e&akmg such @n acnon theY did.- not even consult the o
- Mi n ister m-charge of- the. dept:t not .to - speak of - Chret' “,,‘_
Mmlster,..and Govt. of . Incha- I have been told thatf o
\even they did -not co-nsu-lt the | Mxmster afso but Iater -
on. somehow ot other they have managed to. get the .
s1gnature of the . Mmlster. I should say Slr, that a
..great injustice bas been done to these peopIe. I thmk. ,
. there is a censpn:acy to glve ‘that- machme to eet'tam;-
. frem' to be utilised. . by them I do not lI(rrew hew
. can.be given to & p@:rty wh-l.ch 1nvolves public money. .
T'hxs machme was taken to cater the need of the Statef g

e 4
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which  involves public and it should not be given to .
any private farms I demands through enq}liry about -
this affair. If .the Minister has enquired about it already
then I, would request him to pﬂace before the house.
In a democracy this sor's of Sectorlal actions will not

-be tolerated by the people. %

Sir, lastly the Medical Deptt. should not offer any
belp to the people. The treatment became costliost as
the price of medicines are very high In a. delevery
case if a call is given to a doctot be will charge 100
Rupees for a distance of about 1 mile and Rupees 200 -
for a distance of two miles'.. This is the position of

the medical practioners. Of course for M.L.A.s Minister
and big officers things are different- For the poor people
there is notking through we are all surviving at their

cost. They are saériﬁcing'thelr last drop of blood but

. there nothing for them: With these observations I
‘commend all the motions for te acceptances of the-

house-

(Mr. Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair at 3.46 P M. as

Mr. Speaker vacated ‘it).

4

T (FrTE9 4 ?ﬁ e ST sir siwg,  fofwes, ~§;I°a?’§‘f, AfTT 1=

sifagaEl, @3 [OABl fReiwe AEFE AgAE 5% ITI CleTas

- | FeA @WE AL IR CRGIE B AN IR FEOhh

F| Fate iRl |

* Speech not corrected
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Charan -Naizary —Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in support
ot the cut motion on the demand for grant under

Public Health," please allow ,me_to make o few general

observations.  Nir.. Deputy S'pe'caker, Sir, ' the Public

Hedlith Department is the only - machinry which can be
expected to render yeomen’s se<Ivice to the cause of
hll;nanity-' But ever since the day of independence the
common people could .not see a ray of hope in encu-

ring public health condition.

Sir, I want to be very brief in my observations.

Sir, there are many reasons responsible for the deterioration
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“.of public health conditon and it is impossible for
u: to enumerate the reasons. However, 6ne of the
main reasons is foed adulteration. We have seen some
detections of such cas_e"s of food adulteration here and
there but. this is not enowgh. By detecting a few cases
of _tood adulteration. We cannot totally stop the pracess
of this caime. Those people who are responsible for
food adulteration, are the killers of human . beings and
sv:ch criminals should be dealt with very very severely.

Death sentense is the gift punishment for them. Sir,

~ we have been doing greatest disservice to the humanity

by encouraging those people we have been reguldrly

and constantly indulging in this sort of crime.

Sir, I have made extensive tours throughout .the
length and bredth of the most backward regions of
the -State, and I have seeun that lack of drinking water

is ‘another responsible factor for the deterioration of

public health condition. In Lakhimpur District, if you
go there and move about from village to village, you
will find not a single well there, and people drink
water even from the disches. Not to speak of Lakhim-
pur District, even in Kamrup District, Darrang District
and Goalpara District the rural people have been drin-
king water from ditches which are completely unfit
for human consumption. And, ‘people have been dying.
This is one of the main factors responsible for calising

diseases-

Mr. Dpeuty Speaker, Sir, in the past people. from
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outside ~were very much afraid to come to Assam
because Assam is known for malarial infection. Today
our Government. is described as a welfare Government
and it is proclaming loudly that the Government has
eradicated the malarial germs. But Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, what our experience says ? When for the first time
D.D.T. spray was introduced mosquitoes and. all other
insects died instantaneously, but today 9y -We have seen
that not to speak of mosquitoes, not to speak of any
other insects, even a fly does not die. T have heard

_kerosene oil is to be mixed with D.D.T. spray, but

on enquiry it is found that no kerosene oil is mixed
with D.D.T. spray. and the officers, even the field
workers, responsible for this misappropriate this impor-
tant content of the medicine. That is why ‘Assam is
still feared.by others because of the existence of mala-
rial germs. Even today thousands of people have been

dying of malarial attack.

Regarding the disease of tuberculosis, in the past

~there was a common saying “gm| z'zs1 @1 =iz, and the

Government now proclaims loudly that people nhow-a-
days do not die of tuberculosis. But our experiences
have clearly revealed that in the rural areas every year
hundreds of tubercular patients have been dying. A\-‘;.:'hy?
What is the reason ? The answer can be given only
by the Government itselt. 1 have no answer because
I am a non-medical lay-man But from my eXperience

I can say this much that today there has been no
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remedy for tubercular patients. In case of the scheduled

caste and scheduled tribes people I have seen and we®

all have seen that every year some grants-in-aid are-given
to the tubercular patients in every subdivision. What

1s the purpose ? The purpose is to given some remedy,

some help to the, patients and this- grants—m aids are

dlstrlbutcd throuoh the Subdivisional hospitals to the
patients. DBut what I feel is that thisis not the remedy.
After all, the pétients are poor, extremely poverty stru-
chen and whenever they get Rs. 50 or Rs. 100/- as
grants in aid they purchase some eatable commodities
‘like rice, da] etc. and no mcney is left out for purchase

of medicine or to undergo medical treatment. Mr.

Deputy Speaker, Sir, that is why | want to advance -

a suggestion. If actually some remedy is to be given
to-the tubercular patients then instead of giving these
meagre amounts as grants-in aid some more facilities
should be provided in the hospitals for the tubercular
patients: We all know, long ago the Government made
a proposal to construct a 1.B. Hospital at Kokrajhar.
This is a long panding case and it has not yet come
up although the number -of tubercular patients 1is
increasing alarmingly. It is a sad story of whole affairs

So, what can we expect g

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in ‘the rural areis the
people are totally deprived ot any medical facilities for
treatment because of the non-existence of 'medical

centres- lhere are many interior places where still now

~|

r A
/
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there ar€ no public health units of any other medical
facilities: So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, ISir, I. want to
advance another suggestion that within a radius of some
few miles everywhere there should be medical. units,
medical dispensaries. Otherwise it is not possible for
the Government”to give medical facilities to the people

living' in the most interior places.

Mr. Deputy speaker, Sir, time is very short and
I bhad many things to focus here but for want of time
I conclude my speech here.

~
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Mr. Deputy Speaker —It is 4-30 You will speak tomorrow.

Now item No. 3
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Shri Lutfur Rahman ( Minister PWD ):—Government’s

~ attention has been drawn to pews item published in
the “Assam Tribune® of 14th June, 1973 under the caption
“Young Contractors to stop works of -Capital Const-
ruction”. The contents of the news as published indi-
céfed that the All Assam Educated Young Contractors
Association being resentful over the mater of payment
of bills for the works undertaken by them in the
Temporary Capital,” Dispur; had decided to stop® all
works with effect from 15th June, 1973 as the first.
pha’se of their movement against the non-payment of
final bills of completed works particularly. of building:s
constructed by them. :

v

The solution of the unemployment problem of the
educated youths of the State has become one of the
major problems and Government has been exploring
avenues for providing jobs to the unemployed educated
youths. It is with this end 1n view and also to offer
to the Youths an active participation in National deve-
lopment activities that the State Government adopied
the policy of utilising the services of the educ‘;ated
unemployed youths in the works of - the ' temporary
Capital construction at DlSpur‘by engaging them indivi-
dually or in groups as contractors. Accordingly, the
Government] formulated some rules to facilitate forma-
tion of Associations with three to eight members by
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these educated unemployed ‘youths and thus qualify .
themselves to tal;e up contract works upto the value
of Rs. 35, 000/-for each single contract, the upper limit
being Rs. I lakh in case Engineering Graduates. These
Associations Were regiStéred in ‘the ofﬁces of the con-
cerning Executive Engineers and were awarded contracts
on Submission. of applications. The total number
of Associations so registered and engaged in contract
works have been 270 "_and tbey have been awarded
works of constrﬁction ot 1-esidential quarters
of Type VIIL, 'VII, VI, V, 1V, III & I, non-residential

buildings, sanitary and water supply, earth work and

site flling, reads, drains and footpaths and other

miscellaneous works.

. In addition to  the Associations, a number of
unemployed youths got themselves registerd as indivi-
dual ‘contractors too, and they were awarded contracts
accordingly: ‘

Initially the works  were- allotted to the -educated

unemployed youths associations as pef the schedule of

rates. Most of the building materials 'such as cement,
rods, timber, bricks, rooting materials, fittings etc. were
supplied to them Departmentally, so that their capital
investment could be reduced to the minimum possible
jevel in keeping With their financial standing. Besides,
they have been paid regular Running Account Bills
covering payment upto 90°/, of the work actually done

so that they are mnot put to hardship for finance.
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Subsequently, on receipt of representation, Government
reviewed the situation in respect. of rates offered to
the educated unemplc;yed youths against the background
of the local increase in cost of labour and materials,
- credit ability in marke: of the  young entrepreneurs,
extra eXpendil.tu're necessarily .- involved in getting the
e ok completed on war footing and  other associated
. factors, Government finally decided to enhance the rate
of the educated unemployed youth associations by 12:5°/,
over the schedule. The final bills could not be pre-
pared betore this enhancement was granted by Govern-
ment as the Associations would not agree to the fina]
bill made without enhancement ‘and inspite of . our
assurance that whatever- extra becomes payable will be
paid to them after . Government’s' decision regarding
enhancement, .other factors which delayed making the
final bills were cost  of materials supplied by Govern-
ment to the Associations differed frOm‘ building to
bufiding and recovery to be made was a complicated
calculation for each case. The officers were also very
. busy in multifarious  construrtion works  which
were very urgeh: due to Oncoming monsoon as well as
the Budget Session of the' Assembly. Some defects
were also  noticed in completed works wjocj were to
be rectofoed before preparatian of final bill. All thesa
factors hampered final preparation of bills inspite of
our best effort for speeding up-

It is to be mentioned here that * final payments

*\?"
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tor other completed - works such as construction of
temporary sheds, sanitary fittings, earch filling etc. which
did not fall within the purview of the .subsequent -
revision of rates had already been paid. For e bl
ding works .also a number of bills have already been
paid, and quite a few. are ready for payment,
while the figures, out of 1,141 number of contract
works so for allotted, 859 numbers have been comple-
ted and the remaining 282 numbers are in progress.
Out of the ‘859 numbers of completed works final
payments have been made for 494 numbers (57-5°.), el
bills are ready for payment for 174 numbers (20-2°/.) and
final bills are under preparation in case of 191 numbers
(22.3°/.): Thus it will be seen that reasonable payment

has already been mede or is in process of payment

for .completed works

All the above were thoroughly discussed with and
explained to the representatives of the educated unem-
ploved youths’ association when they met the Superin-

. tending Engineer, Temporary Gapital Construction on
| 15-6-73 and they were assured of payment as early as
/ possible under the circumstances. Dates of final mea-

surements have been notified and sectional Officers

concerned with preparation of bills, have been relieved
of other duties and entrusted with preparation of final

bills only-
The Associations have remained work from the very

next daye



130 . Adjournment 25th June
ADJOURNMENT

The House rose at 5.10 P M. and stood adjorrneq
till 10.00 A.M. on Tuesday the 26th June, 197"

P. D. Barua,
Dispur ' Secretary, :
The 25th june, 1973 I egislative As'sembly, ‘Assam.
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