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STARRED ‘
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(' To which oral replies were given )
Date : 29th November, 1973

Re : Police Firing at Dhonsirimukh

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu, asked :

#91. Will the Chief Minister be pleased-to state—

Whether any action will be taken by the Government
against the Police Officers and the Civil Officers for Police
Firing at ' Dhonsirimukh as a result of which two innocent
Miching Tribal persons were shot dead and several persons
wounded ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :

91.—The decision of the Government on the report of the
Commission is placed on the Table of the House in the
form of a Government Resolution.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu : Sir, whether the Govt. is sware
that according to the pl-o;ﬁsﬁons of the Enquiry Commission
Act actions should be taken within 6 months from the date Uf‘
submission of the report of the Commission ?

Shri S. C. Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, the report has
been placed before the House and action has been taken.
Further acuons aie being taken on that matier.



2 Questions 29th Nov.

Shri Ma! Chandra Pegu : What are the concrete steps taken ¢
If any action has been taken at all, whether the police Officers
or civil officers responsible for this incident killing two intiocent
Miching persons and several others injured were severely dealt
with or whether they are placed under suspension ?

Shri S. C. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, it has been stated
that the Govt. found it difficult to accept the findings of the
Commission. But the I.G.P. has been asked to look into the
conduct of O. C. Komargaon Police Station and suitable action
should be taken.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu : Whether any representation has
been submitted to the Chief Minister during the year 1972 for
granting life pension to the widows of the deceased persons ?

Shri S.C. Sinha ( Chief Minister ):" Some relief has been
given. No pension was granted.

Shri Ataur Rahman: Should we take it that no re-
sponsibility has been fixed ?

Shri S.C. Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, sometimes respon-
sibility cannot be fixed.

Shri Dulal Khound: Whether the commission has fixed
the responsibility on some other officers and from the reply
of the hon. Chief Minister it has bsen found that no action
has been taken on any person ? Whetherit is also a fact
that the Govt. have not accepted the recommendation of
the Commissicn ?

Shri S.C. Sinha { Chi f Minister )+ That is true Sir.
The Govt. has found it difficult n accept the i1eport.

Shri Jagannath Sirha - What are the difficulties in accep-

ting the findings of the Commission ¢
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1973 Questions 3

Shri S.C. Sinha ( Chief Minister ) :  After going into the
facts the Govt. did not like to 'accept the report.

Shri Dulal Khound : Will the hon. Chief Minister be
pleased to let the House know what are the recommenda-
tions of the Commission accepted by the Govt. ¢

Shri S.C. Sinha : That is on the report.

Shri Premadhar Bora: What is the amount paid to
the family of the deccased ¢ _

Shri S.C. Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Rs. 1000 is paid to
the widow of Shri K. Poley and Rs. 1000 to the family
of Bhola Doley. A grant at the rate of Rs. 250 is given
to each of the seriously injured persons Shri D. Hazarika
and B. Lohin.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu: Whether the Govt. think it
sufficient that a lump sum grant will cater the need instead ©
a life pension ¢

Shri S.C. Sinha ( Chicf Minister ) : In the circumstances
the Govt. think that it 15 sufficient.

Shri Atul Saikia : What is the machinery by which the
quantum of such compensation is fixed ?

Shri S.C. Sinha: 1 said it is a lump sum grant.

Shri. Dulal Chandra Barua: The Commission in th
report itself made the police officers and district authoritie
responsible for this incident. If that is a fact, whether Govt
has taken any action on the officers concerned or fixce
the responsibility on any one of them ¢

Shri 5.C. Sinha : Yes Sir, the I.G.P. has been aske
to look 1ato ihie conduct of the officials.



4 Questions 29th Nov.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether any action has
been taken against the Civil Officers 7

Shri S.C. Sinha ( Chief Minister y: No action has been
taken against the Civil Officers.
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6 Questions 29th Nov.
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Re : Supply of Niilk

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhuiy asked :
#93. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—



8 QJuestions 29th Nov.

(a) ‘Whether it is-a fact that Veterinary. Department is
not supplying milk to the Consumers regularly ?
(b)  If so, whether the Government. will ‘take =steps to

~arrange regular supply ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia, Minister of State replied :

93. (a) & (b)—The Veterinary Department supplies milk
to the consamer through Milk Supply Scheme at Gauhati
and Jorhat. There was some disruption in regular supply
of milk at - both  Centres; Viz. at Jorhat from 2-9-73. to
10-10-73 and at Gauhati from -18-73 10 -4-11-73.-The-posi-
tion has since improved and regular supply of milk to
consumers at Jorhat and < Khanapara have uLeen resumed
from 11-10-73 and 5-11-73 respectively.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether Goyvernment is
aware of the fact that both these schemes incurred heavy
Josses, and if so whether Government conducted any inpuiry
to ascertain the reasons for such heavy loss ?‘

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State ): This infor-
mation is not with me.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : This is a very pertinent
question, Sir, We have come to know that these projects
have incurred heavy losses. Therefore I want to know whether
Government had conducted any enquiry to asceitain the cause
of these losses.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State ): If it is so,
it will b2 enquirced.

Shri Jagannath Sinha : Whether this milk supply scheme
is a Government scheme. If so, why Silchar town has not

been included in the scheme 9

"«
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Shri Hiteswar Saikia, ( Minister of State ) :
been considered.

Shri Jagannath Sinha :

This has not

Why it ‘was not considered 3

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of Sate): It was not

considered. At present we are supplying milk at Jorhat and
Gauhati. There is no proposal for Silchar.
Shri Jagannath Sinha :

In future whether it will be
included » :

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State): Déﬁnitcly,
and if possible, we will include all the towns.
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afifiredy *3RE (wg) ) ;. @@ fUfies feg wgfaa a0
561 | ‘

#[5$5 bW WBFE 1 @AlAl e s @fs za cefenl
@i i fufa fa w30 239

wifereng s34y (sg): feuRscs @fs @Rl -
e | ;

A

iz



10 Questions 29th Nov.

Shri- Ataur- Rahman @ May [ know what are the dec-
tailed schemes for supply of milk to these towns ?
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Shri Ataur Rahman: Where fiom the milk comes ¢
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Shri Ajaur Rahman:. What is the fate: of the scheme-
at Basistha and  othier places {aken up: by tlie Govt and.

bout whictl there was: so much. of. advertisement..
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12 Questions 29th Nov.

s efem frg o7 pfe ot 33 *7© @3 AT @R @I
e JErel @b ST A 7@ e 12 AHEe ©lq® 53T
Hofe @Al I3 A2, @2 fEe SfFe bARFY @AT IS M3
e @Bl REH® TEEl A A FRIACA ¢

AEresT w2l (1) ¢ Gl 49T TR 2IES a2, afel
g A <3EE ST Sme wfie ofF A @bl fEe D
aaea (o3l ¥4l 29|

" Rc: Soaring price of rice

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :

+ 94, Will the Mi'nister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware of the soaring price
of rice in the market due to the proposed Rice Trade take-
over ¢

(b). If so, what steps Government have taken to the
rise of price to prevent the unscrupulous traders from taking
under advantage of the situation ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that smuggling of rice outside
the State of West Bengal and Bangladesh is going on
regularly ?

(d) If so, what special measures have been adopted by
the Government to prevent such smuggling and with what
results ¢ '

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply ) replied :

94. (a) The increase in the price of rice in the open
market is not due to the take over of the wholesaletrade by
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1973 Questions 13

Government but to the scarcity of open market rice which
was prevailing in the State till a short time ago.

(b) To prevent unscrupulous traders from taking undue
advantage of the situation Government have enforced strict
watch over the activities of the traders in general and from
time to time have arrested under D. 1. R. and M. L. S. A.
several traders indulging in hoarding, blackmarketing, etc.

(¢) Reports are recived by Government from time to
time about sumggling of rice outside the State.

(d) Government - have recently posted armed police in
addition to supply staff at check gates rand check posts
for prevention ‘of smuggling. - They ‘have. also, made arrang-
ments for patrolling by mobile squads in strategic districts.
The price of open market rice which has come down recently
is partly due to the ~diminution in the smuggling of rice
outside the State Because of the special measures taken by
the Governme:nt as above.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has
stated that the price of rice has not been inreased due to
take over of the rice by the Govf. from st of November 73
May 1 know from the Hon’ble Minister what the price of
rice before November and what is the price of rice at present
pen (Kg:i2

Shri Gejen' Tanti ( Minister, Supply ) :  Mr. Speaker Sir,
from 1st of November Govt. has not taken over the rice.
Govt. has taken only the wholesale of the rice trade. In
Govt.  Fair  Price Shops, before November the price was
RS IS per Sl o7



14 Questions 29th Nov.

Mr.: Speaker::  He ‘is stating about the open maiket
price. ; 3}

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : Sir, open market price 18
different in different place. '

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua: The average price of corse rice
before November was Rs. 1'32 per Kg. Now it has been
increased to 1'65 to 1:75 after taking over the trade by
the Govt. "What are the i1easons there of ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister) :  This matier was discussed
in several times here and yesterday also I replied that when
{he procurement rice has been increased from Rs. 56 to
Rs. 70 per quintal, the issue price alse has been increased
from. 1°32'to 158.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua: Are we to undestand that, be-
cause of the wrong calculation on the part of the Govt. in
fixing the price of paddy by F.C.I. that the price has
been increased.

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : Yes Sir, I have agreed
to distribute the calculation of the price and Chief Minister
has also agreed to discuss this matter with the Hon’ble
members.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has
state that many people have been arrested under D. 1. R.
for hoarding and for other charges. May 1 know, what
are the number of such persons arrested during the last
3 months.

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Miniter, )@ Sir, the list is not with
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- Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister as he has stated that in respsct of smugg-

ling” of rice, precautioneries measures have been taken in

the border areas. Tt is noticed that even now the rice 1S

going out of the State to West Bengal, Nagaland and also

to Bhutan, though there is check gates: and check posts.

What are the definite steps that are going to be taken to
stop such smuggling ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : Sir, I have already said
~ that Government have recently posted armed police in addi-
" tion to supply staff at check gates and check posts for pre-
vention of smuggling. They have also- made arrangements
for patrolling by mob:le squads in strategic districts we have

also posted the police with arms.
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Shri Bishnanath Upadhaya : Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether Govt, have received any report
from the district authorities of Cachar that the B.S.F. and
Military personal are also smuggling rice to Mizoram, Megha-

laya and Bangladesh. If so, what steps have been taken by
the Govt. to control it ?
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Shri Prabin Lhoud'uny Sir, whether Govt. is aware
“ that huge quantity of naddy stock puichased by F.C.I. has
been taken out side the State with the knowledge of the
Govt. ? ,

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : «% fRaa =wr&i= 34 o1
arifad |

Shri Atuar Rahman: Sir, what specific steps have been
taken to prevent smuggling by river roads ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : Sir, regarding river roads
We are taking some measure in the meantime we are try
in to bring some engine boats for the river and in  the
river also -we are going to post some police people with

arms and a menities.
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Re : Divisional Transpof{ Office Building
Shri Jagannath Sinha asked : :
*95. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state

(@) Whether a Building for housing Divisional Trans-
port Office has been constructed at Silchar ¢
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(b) If so, when ¢

(c) The reasons for not starting the office as yet?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport )
replied : '

95. (a) Some buildings for State Transport Corporation
are under construction at Maherpur, Silchar.

(b) The work was started in the last part of 1970 and
it is in progress.- F

(c) The buildings have not been handed over to the
Corporation by P.W.D. as yet.

Shri Jagannath Singh : Sir, whether the offices will be
shifted to the building at Meherpur as soon as it is handed
over by the P.W.D.? '

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport) :
That is the purpose.

Shri Atul Saikia : Sir, the Minister has stated that all
the buildings at Meherpur are not yet complete. If that
is so how some families are staying there for the last two
years Or SO ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : Almost all
buildings except the workshop building, the Garage and
Assistant Engineer’s office are complete. I have no infor-

mation about some families occupying the buildings.

Shri Ataur Rahman: What are the norms for the
establishment of Divisional Transport office g

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : That depends
on the workload.
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Shri Jagannath Singh : Is it a fact that the Transport
authorities made some negotiation with the Silchar Medical

College authorities and that some part of the buildings at

Meherpur has been handed over to the Silchar Medical
College for the time being s

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : The Medical
Department approached the Transport Corporation for making
available some of buildings for the accommodation of Medical
College staff, but no agreement has buen arrived at.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know when the
construction work was undertaken, who was the contractor
and what is the amount already spent.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : I have already
stated that the work was started in the later part of 1970.
The name of the centractor 1s not with me. The amount
spent uptill new is --13,84,074.00.

Ghri Dulal Chandra Barua: What was the estimated
amount g 3

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : The original
estimate was Rs. 14 lakhs and the revised estimate was Rs. 23
lakhs and odd.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua i ‘Is it not a‘fact that due
to certain faults the Govt. hand to spend double the amount ?
If so, whether any-responsibility was fixed ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : At the beginn-
ing, ofcourse;  there was deadlock in the construction of
the buildings. When about 8 lakhs of rupees were spent
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the P.W.D. informed. us that the estimate will have to be -
revised, and, accodingly, we asked the P.W.D. to make the
revised estimate. Meanwhile P.W.D. stopped the work and
for that the'contractor filed a suit in the Court. The contrac-
tor then stated that he would work: only if the rate is in-
creased. Then there was negotiation and the case was with-
drawn. Ultimately the Corporation requested the Govern-
ment to take up the matter with the P.W.D. and requested 2
them to fix up the responsibility.
Shri Atul Saikia : What is the difficulty in taking posse-
ssion which have been completed on a pieccemeal basis ¢
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : We do not
like to take on piecemeal basis. We want to take the comple-

ted buildings at a time.
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Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : As financial assistance is
obtainable, may I know whether Govt of Assam has approved

any specialised agency of the U.N. 0 through the Govt. of
India ? '

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ) : -.Uptil now, no such
cccassion has arisen.
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Re; General Manager of Assam and Meghalaya State

Road Transport Corporation :
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

*

97. Will the Minsiter, Transport be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the General Manager of the*Assam and

Meghalava State Road Transport Corporation is a part-time
Officer ¢

(b) If so, Whether Government is aware that it has
hamperred the smooth running of the Corporation %

(c) What is the total amount drawn by the said General
Manager of the Corporation as T.A. & D.A. for travelling
between Shillong and Gauhati in the year 1972—73.

Shri- Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport )
replied :

97. (a)—Yes.
(b) Although the present arrangement has not hamperred

the smooth running of the Govt. for manning the post of
General Manager with ful] time vfficer.

(¢) An amount of R, 3,217°96 p. has been drawn on
account of T.A. & D.A. during 1972-73 by Shri S.P. Hazarika
and out of the said amount Rs. 2,810°70 was drawu as T.A.

and -D.A. for attending Corporation works at different places
including Shillong, Gauhati.
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( Starred question No. 98 & 100 were taken up together
and supplementaries kept pending as Question Hour was
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Re : Rice Trade Take. Over

Shri Dulal” Chandra Barua -asked :

*102.  Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the proposed Rice Trade take-over by the
Government will result in an additional financial burden on
the State ?

(b) If so, to what extent and how the additional burden
will be met ?

“(c) Whether re-organisation of the ‘Supply Department
machinery i proposed to be ‘made to ensure proper success
of the Government policy of Rice Trade take-over ?

(d) If so, in what manner 9

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply ) replied :
102. (a) No Sir.
(b) Does not arise.
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(c) Reorganisation of the Supply Department machinery
is not necessary for success of the take-over of wholesale
trade in rice as the present machinery is competent. enough
to carry out the Government decision in the matter.

(d) Does arise
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Re : Zonal Office of A.T.P.P.F.S.

Shri Jagannath Sinha asked :

= 105. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—

(a) How many Zonal Offices aie there in Assam under
the -Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund Scheme 2

(b) Who are the Officers ( with name and status ). posted
in the Zonal Offices and since when 7

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied :
1054a) There are 6(sixy Zonal Offices in Assam under
the Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund Scheme as follows :
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1. Silchar,
2. Dibrugarh,
S I onhatee
4. Tezpur,
5. Gauhati ( Pension ),
6. Gauhati ( Insurance ),

(b)— List of Officers with particulars who are holding
charge of Zonal Office are furnished below :—

IS Silchar—
Shri D. Crozier, Assistant Provident Fund Commissio-

ner since 1st July, 1973. Prior to that he was holding as
Fund Control Officer from June, 1971.

2. Dibrugarh—
Shri B. N. Sarmah, Fund Control Officer-in-charge since
Ist July, 1973. Shri B. Sen held prior to July, 1973. Since

transferred to Shillong on promotion as Dy, Provident Fund
Commissioner.

3. Jorhat—

Shri S. Chetia, Assistant Provident Fund Commissioner

since 1st February, 1971 ( The post was designated prior to
Ist July, 1973 as Accounts Officer ).
4. Tezpur—

Shri A. C. Phukan, Assistant Provident Fund Commis-
sioner since 1st July, 1973 ( Zonal office started from 1st
July 1973 ).

5. Gauhati ( Pension )—

Shri P. C. Sarma, Dy.
since January, 1968.

Provident Fund Commissioner

( He is holding charge of implemen-
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tation of Family Pension Scheme since Ist April 1572).
6. Gavhati ( Insurance) —

Shri N. K. Danm, Dy. Provident Fund Commissioner
since June i1971. Shri P. B. Das, Assistant Accounts Officer
has been currently holding charge since August 1973 vice
Shri N. K. Dam, temporarily detailed for working as Recei-
ver Haticherra and Subang Tea Estates, Cachar.

Re : Users’ Consultative Committee
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia @ asked :

106. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Government has any plan to create Users’
Consultative Committee for the State Road Transport Cor-
poration on the pattern of Railways Users’ Consultative
Committee ¢
(b) If so, when this plan will be translated into action
(¢) If not, why not?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Transport )
replied :

106. (a) Yes, the matter is under consideration.

(b) As soon as possible.

(c) Does not arise in view of above.

NOTICE OF NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION

Mr. Speaker :— I have received notics for No-Confi-
dence Motion from 13 hon’ble members of this House.
The Motion runs like this: ‘Whereas during the tenure of

)
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: office of the present Ministry profession and practice of the
7 Government have proved to be diametrically opposite; under
the verbiage of socialism, capitalist class is being  served
and strengthened in every way; the basic necessities of life,

namely, food, clothing ard housing have not been assured

to the basic masses; the problem of unemployment has

become more acute than ever before; prices of essential
commodities have risen to unprecdented and spiralling heig-
ht; peasant masses are being evicted on a large scale; rule
of law is being replaced by a reign of terror,

application
~0 e MISA and AMPOA is intensifying everyday and false,

1rrespon51blv and hypocritical demagogy is replacing good,
efficient and honest administration. Whereas during this
period and under the leadership of present Ministry various
acts of misconduct, mis-appropriation, fraud, negligence of
duty, favouritism,nepotism, illegalities, irregularities, Impro-
prieties and abuse of political power in the matters of ad-
ministration of the State have become rampant.

Whereas this Ministry have abused their official positions
for securing pecuniary and other benefits for

themselves,
members of their families, their relation

, their friends, their
partymen and others in whom they were interested, from

. \| out of the funds of the State Exchequer and otherwise to
f . .
! the detriment of the interests of the State;

Whereas this Ministry by its complicity or connivance
has caused to the State Government huge financial loss both
in the earning and spending which has given rise to a great

economic crisis, serious retardation in the progress of trade,

industry and commerce, agricultural development, serious
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problems of un-employment and has also vitiated the moral
and general character of the people;

Whereas this Ministry has permitted wastage, misuse,
misutilisation and misappropriation of the funds of the State
in several ways to the detriment of the interests of the State
in utter disregard of the canons of financial propriety and
established rules and procedure leading to the amassing of
wealth by themselves or through members of their family,
relatives and other persons;

Whereas this Minisiry caused maladministration in mat-
ters of public services, namely, in the matter of appointments,
transfers, promotions'and dealing with corrupt officers;

Now, therefore, this Assembly expresses its want of
confidence in the Ministry.

I would request that those who are in favour of leave

being granted for the No-Confidence Mation, may rise in
their seats.

( Some members rose in their seats, and the hon’ble

Speaker, after counting the heads, said that the required

number of members are there for the purpose; the motion
for No-Confidence is admitted, and the hon’ble Speaker

said that he will fix up the time for discussion in consul-
tation with the lcader. )

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua :— Sir, under Rule-34 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly, 1 draw the attention of the Government to the
news-item published in the Dainik Asom dated 4th Novem-
ber, 1973 under the caption. “cew@ fswesw FilEA"

"
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Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ) : The Dainik Asom
of the 4th November/73 has quoted a statement given by
one Dr. Sorab A.E. Hakim of the Sola Hakim Medical

Research Centre, Bombay. The main issue raised in the
statement are :—

1. “Argemone Maxicana” oil is used to adulterate other
edible oils and Vanaspati.

2. Argemone Maxicana oil is highly toxic.

3. There are chemical tests for detection of the toxic
oil “Argemone Maxicana’ in other oils but the tests deve-
loped by Dr. Hakim is so sensitive that contamination down
to the level of 0.001% is detectable.

4. Dr. Hakim developed 2 CHROMATOGRAPHIC tesi
but except two State laboratories viz the laboratories of the
States of Maharastra and Mysore ( Karnataka ), other State
laboratories have not adopted the method and as reported,
these States have not adopted the sensitive tests obviously
for the interest of the traders of oils. According to the
report ASSAM s in the defaulting list and has not adopted
the sensitive test developed by Dr. Hakim.

5. In 1966, there was an epidemic in Bombay due to
consumption of oils contaminated with Argemone oil.

6. Dr. Hakim, as reported, alleged that to safeguarﬁ
the interests of the trade, even legal actions suppressed.
Even cases of fatal poisoning are not reported.

Contrary to the report published, the Public Analyst’s

laboratory in Assam usually performs the Chromatographic
test to confirm detection of Argemone Maxicana oils in
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edible oils. All samples of Mustard Oil and other edible
oils are screened in the public health laboratory for presence
of Argemone oil as.a routine test and this is in fact a
requirement as prescribed in the Prevention of Food Adul-
teration Rules, 1955. However in the recent past only 0
(two ) reported cases of poisbning due to Argemone oil
came to the notice of the Public Analyst, Assam. We have
taken action in the past even when cases of such poison-

ing were reported elsewhere in the country.

Argemone Maxicana ( Assamese name Sial Kanta or
Kubum Kanta ) is a shrub 1to 4 ft. high, grows wild in

waste land. The plant grows from the seeds in the winter
months and has yellow flowers. The seeds ripens in the

month of April, May. The seeds which are moI¢ or less
similar in appearance to that of brown mustard seeds are
in a thorny capsule. Leaves are also thorny.

Chromatography is a technique of chemical analysis for
many organic and inorganic compound. With this technique
a laboratory can detect and also estimate very minute traces
of a substance.

The State Government are highly concerned about the
seriousness of the matter and will continue our efforts in
this direction. Any offender will be poperly dealt with under
the law.

When the New Public Analyst Laboratory at Gauhati
will be set up the Section dealing with Chromatography
will be further improved along with other sections with
most upio date equipments and qualified persons.
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Shri' Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ole Minister, Health, what steps Government have taken
to prevent sach kind of adulteration
other edible oils here in our State g

in mustard oil and

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ): Sir, as far as our

information goes, the danger mainly lies with those mustaid
oil and other edible oils that are taken from outside the
State. Of course, for that we are constantly exercising our
checks and samples are being checked and screened in our
laboratory. As soon as such adulteration is detected, those
articles are being seized. As regards those articles which
are adulterated at their source, we have taken up the mat-
ter with the Govt. of India so that Govt. of India can
take steps at the source itself wherefrom the mustard oil

and other edible oils are coming to our State. As soon

as it reaches into our State, we are competent enough’ to
take action through our Food Inspectors.

ARAH b SR s WY W FAGE BT cowrE «fR¥-

N 7 @few =S Tz 3Rz G2 456 i 2q0el TR IR
A9 T ¢

MeafR B3t (7F): @Gl 791 23 IF AT @ @S
¢* =if3tel 1 This is being done in our State also.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I want another clari-
fication from the Hon’ble Minister of Health. The mobile
units, which are engaged for detection of adulteration of
food, are not very much effective. Therefore,

it is necessary
that there should be some such laboratories in our district
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headquarters. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister of
Health whether Gavt. have any such scheme for establish-
ment of such kind of laboratories in our district headguarters ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ) i~ Sir, so far as the
question of ldboratory is concerned, there are some legal
~ difficulties because of the provision of the law. But so far
as the detection of adulterated food is concerned, our Mobile
‘Units, which we are organising and of which 3 are already fun-
ctioning, will meet the object, - as has been stated by the
Hon’ble Member, to a great extent.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, as there is no light,
1 think the House may be adjourned for sometime.

Mr. Speaker : My information is that there is some-
thing wrong in the main-line. Therefore, it will take some
time to restore the electricity. I will now adjourn the House
for half-an-hour. We will meet again at 11-45a.m.

Statement by Minister

( The House re-gssembled at 11.45 am. after a half
an hour break owing to failure of electricity )

Mr. Speaker : As the current supply has not yet been
restored 1 adjourn the House till 2 p.m.

( The House reassembled after Lunch with Mr. Speaker

in the Chair ).
Mir. Speaker : Now, Item No. 3.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, 1 want to
caise @ matter under............ '
Statement made by the Minister Industries on Power

Failure.
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Shri Md. Idris ( Minister ) :

Sir, I want to make a small
statement.

Mr. Speaker :  Yes.

Shri Md, Idris ( Minister ) ; Sir, this August House had
to be adjourned this morning ahead of its usual hour due
to sudden failure of power:.

On enquiry it is learnt that this interruption in power
supply occured due to the accidental falling of a pole under
erection -at the ‘capital site, on the 33 K.V, line, which corn-
sequently came in contact with the 11 K.V. line passing under
it resulting in  tripping ' of the feeder line from Kahilipara.
The officers and staff of the ASEB immediately took up the
work of restoration of the supply and succeded in doing so at
1.30 p.m. ' Their work was hampered ‘due to failure of tele-
phone system and the failufe of telephoiie system had no conne-
ction: with the power fajlure.

The inconvenience caused due to this power failure to
the  Hon:members  is regretted.

Shri - Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee : Can we not make
some alternative arrangement 7 Because this failure of electri-
city has  ‘oceurred’ ‘not only today, on previous ocecasions
also ' the samething' occurred. If ‘we are to depend on the
electricity - alone then the business of the House will be

interrupted. = The Govt, should ' undertake some

alternative
arrangement.

Mr. Speaker: That may be taken up.
Shri° Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker Sir, I want
to draw the attention of the Govt. and also I want to make
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certain’ observations on a matter of urgent public importance
which has great bearing on the State economy. For the
things which are going on at the Toklali Experimental Station
at Jorhat the employees and workers have expressed their
concern not only for themselves but also for the entire
State. This Taklai expermental Station has been taken over
by a Corporation 10 years back fot doing research work
on tea plantation in the State of Assam. But during the
last few years many allegations were there against this project.
The Govt. of India is giving sufficient fund to this organ-
isation to cater 16 the need not only of the State of Assam
but for the whole of the eastern region,r Northern India
and Southern India to develop the tea industry. The Govt.
of India is giving sufficient financial assistance for research
work - but there is no control either from the Govt. of India
or from the State Govt. As a result the management of
the organisation are spending without any check or fear.
There is no machinery to look into the smooth f‘unctioning
of the unit. There is misuse of man power, and misuse
of fund and misuse of public vehicles. Sir, you will be
yurprised to hear that almost every month the top officials
draw money at the cost of the organisation. The intention
was to give financial assistance to the employees and not
to the top officials only. 75% of the works are done by
the lower category of employees. Sir, you will also be
surprised to hear that the top officials are not at all care-
ful about their duties and responsibilities. They are after
their personal gains. When last time a seminar was held
the employe'es had no other alternative but to approach
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the main person of the organisation and submitted a rep-
resentation which is called an open letter. There the Secre-
tary of the Union has explained in what way this Associ-
ation is functioning, in what way a conspiracy is going on
for the shifting of the orgahisation to Calcutta. Sir, we
are rich in tea industry _bu{ the share that we are getting
are far less than what we deserve. The tea market till the
otherday was at Calcutta. We started the tea auction centre
here but even them a major portion. of the tea is being
sold at Calcutta and the Sales Tax and other benefits are

being derived by the West Béngal Govt. and that is at
our cost. These people have no economic interestin Assam

and they are trying to destroy the tea industry here. Last
year this Experimental Statlon was to be shifted to Calcutta
and that at the............. : :
......... instance of the Government ultimately they had
to stop it. Recently this Tea Corporation of Assam is go-
ing to purchase the tea rga_rden‘s ‘under the Jorhat Tea. Co.
In the same way, Sir, A conspiracy is going on in that parti-
cular organisation to deprive the local people from being
employed there in that partlculal tea company. Generally
appoints are made in such wav that our qualified people
are even left our on this or that plea. Advertisoments are
made in such a way so as to deprive the local people either
from applys for the jobs advertised or to reject them as
unqualified or unsuitable at the time of selection. Such
things are going on without let or hindrence, Slr even the
contracts for construction works and other contxacts avai-

lable in the Company are settled in a manner so that our
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local contractors may not have any chance to avail the

benifit of these contracts. Sir, you will be surprised to hear
that this Company, though earning lakhs and lakhs of rupees
sitting on the heart of Assam, has given not a single con-
tract to any Assamese man. They are maintaining some one
from outside this State as their approved contractor with
il fid Atanitids 'afid facilities of a high raking officer of
the company beinig given to him. He has become _the per-
menent contractor of the Company. YOU will be surprised
to hear that even for one single officer, the company spend
Rst Makh i furtiitare “9But oni the othet Hand; they are
not in a position to provide quarters to the low-paid emp-
loyees. 1 thank it is high time that the Government should
intervene in this state of affairs, because it is an organisation
which actually belongs to the people of Assam. Sir, this

was a very successful organisation before its management

passed on to India hands. Sir, sometimes Wwe criticise the
foreigners as exploiters. But the devil also must be given
its dues, and Ihave not the slightest hesitation to frankly
admit that when the management of this company was in
the hands of the foreigners, this functioned with spectular
cuccess. But since its management has passed on to the
Indian who are from outside this State, its management
and its functioning have gone on deterierating. In view of
these circumstances I strongly urge upon the Government
o intervene so that this organisation, I mean, the Research
Organisation, which is an organisation of vital necessity to
develop the tea industry of Assam and also for the deve-

lopment of the economy of thi¢ region should carefully

Pt/
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nurtured so that it may thrive and prosper to the best
interest of Assam; it should be presetved and protected in
such a way so that it may not be an agency in the
hands of the exploiting swindlers for money making for their
selfish ends. Government should comeforward to preserve
the legitimate rights and privileges of the low paid ‘employees.
If meceasary, our Government should take up the matter
with the Government of India in an effort to safeguard the
interests of the people and the State as a whole, to stop
the onrush of outsiders to be appointed in its top jobs to
expertise on swindling money from the State and exploiting
the people of State. Ialso demand that those officers who
are tesponsible for the prévailing visci ous atmosphere there
should also be withdrawn from that organisation in the better
interest of the organisation and the State as a whole.
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FoFe N PR IR ke fow =i s {26 HEE
foige Eizare. AW A v Irw wifee @l 29| SEER,
ooy it 207, @2 RRE ey e wewel @A @i
39 23 | -
' Presentation of Committee’s Reports

Mr. Speaker.: Item No 4.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to present the Eighteenth Report of the Public: Accounts
Committee.

The Report has been already distributed to the Mem-
bers for their perusal.

Mr. Speaker : Item No. 5.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
present the Nineteenth Report ( Part I) of the Public Accounts
Committee.

The Report has been placed on the Table of the House
as the Report has not yet been printed. After printing
copies will be circulated to ihe Hon. Members for their

persual.
Motion for Entension of time in Submission of Commi-

ttees Report.

Mr. Speaker :. Item No. 6.

Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi ( Chairman, Committee
of Privileges ) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the House
do agree to the extension of time for submission of the
Privilege Committee relating to the complaint of breach of
Privilege against the Editors Shri Jiten Das and Shri Abdul
Mazid of “Mukha” journal by Shri Surendra Nath Das,
M.L.A. till 31st January, 1974,
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 Mr. Speaker : The Motion is moved.
(after a pause )
The Motion is passed.

Item No. 7.

Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi ( Chairman, Committee
of Privileges) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
House do agree to the extension of time for submission
of 'the report of the Privilege Committee relating to the
complaint of breach of Privilege against Shri Ani] Ratan
Barthakur and Editor, Printer and Publisher ‘of “Assam
Tribune by Shri Dulal Chandra Barua, M.L A. and Shri
mati Renuka Devi Barkataki, M.L.A. till 31st Januaryi, 1974,

Mr. Speaker: The Motion is moved.
(after a pause )

The Motion is passed.

Motion for extension of time for Submission of Assembly |

Committees’ Reports
Item No 8.

Shri Golok Chandra Rajbanshi ( Chairman, Comm, o
Privileges ) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the House
do agree to the extension of time for submission of “the |
report of the Committee of Privileges relating to the com-
plaint of breach of Privilege against the Editor, Printer and
publisher of “Mahanayaka” by Shri Suranjan Nandi, M.L.A
till 31st January, 1974. ;

Mr. Speaker: The Motion is moved.

' (after a pause)
The Motion is passed.
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Motion for extension of time for submission of Assembly
Committee’s Reports

Item No. 9

Shri Golok Ch. Rajbanshi ( Chairman, Conmam. of : Prjvile—
ges ) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the House do
‘agree to the extention of time for submission of the Report
of the Committee of privileges relating to the complamt of
breach of Privilege against the Editor, Printer and Publisher
of “Jugasakti” by Shri Abdul Hamid Majumdar, M.L.A. tilt
31st January, 1974.

Mr. Speaker : The Motion is moved.

(after a pause )
The Motion is passed.
Govt, Bills

Item No. 10.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (‘Chief Minister ) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg leave of the House to introduce the Assam Excise
( Third Amendment ) Bill, 1973. :

Mr. Speaker: Has the Hon. Minister leave of the House
to introduce the Bill ?

('The leave was granted )

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) I introduce
the Bill. ( Secretary, A-L.A read out the title of the Bill )

Item No. 11. ] ‘

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : = Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, I beg to leave of the House to introduce the Assam
Agricultural Income Tax ( Amendment ) Bill, 1973.

X
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Mr. Speaker : Has the Hon. Minister leave of the House
to introduce the Bill 9

~ ( The leave was granted )

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister _) : I introduce
the Bill .

( Secretary read out the title of the Bill)
Further Discussion of Govi. Bill

Mr. Speaker : Now, item no 12. There was an amend-
ment only.

All right.

Will you be able to finish it to-day ¢
I think, it is third day. :

Shri Syed Ahmed . Alj, ( Minister ): He-is the last Spea-

ker. ( Voice from the Opposition : No. . No. He is the first
Speaker ). Yesterday it was decided so.
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Mr. Speakér:
ment ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : No.
Mr. Speaker :

Do you want to withdraw the americ_i-

I put amendments to vote.

Noes — 53

Ayes — 10

The amendment is Jost.

Mr. Speaker — I put the motion that clause 3 forms

part of the Bill.
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( After a pause)
* The clause is passed. Clause 3 forms part of the Bill.
I put the motion that clause 1, preamble, short title
and enacting formula form part of the Bill
( After a pause )
The motion is passed. Clause 1, preamble, short title
and enacting formula to form part of the Bill

Shii Mohammad TIdris, Minister Industries : Sir, 1 beg
to move that the Assam Aid to Industries ( Small and Cot-
tage Tndustires) '( Amendment ) Bill, 1973 ‘be passed.

Shri Sayed Ahmed Ali ( Minister ): Sir, may I draw
your attention - to Rule-95 ¢ « This isthe passing: stage of
Bill. Under Rule-95, it is stated -“the discussion on a motion
that the Bill or the Bill as amended; as the case. may be,
be passed shall be confined to the submission of arguments
either, in support of the Bill or for the rejection of the Bill.
In - making his speech a member shall not refer to the
details of the Bill”. ; : ;

s i— =i Rads B9 frse s ats aEfRagez Fe3
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27 T (2 AHFIS AT @S AT I TRAS A AN @S |
wifi B fe @ «AfPw GIRETE | SIMR o A AAISE oaE

Tz zelz TS s Trpeead 26’ | @3 fRifars o3 92 o
Iwqa ARl qtfEeE
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e @EeiEeR FMBa srNe AW AR WF SR A" A
OR ARl A A4 fraln aFe Swytl ATmFN 27 A GRGIE
FREB @2 RoNEAB oW (2% WS =N FE GBI Hes AT

. ¥R SIF N2 FA IF[E

Mr. Speaker— The motion is that the Assam aid to In-
dustries (Small ard cottage Industries) (Amendment) Bill, 1973
be paseed. (after 2 pause)

The motion is adopted and the Bill is passed.
ltem No.13.

Shri Sarat Chundra Sinha, Chief Minister- Sir, I beg to

move that the Assam State Legislature Members (Removal of

Disqualifications) (Amendment) Bill, 1973 be taken into
consideration.

Mr.Speaker- The motion is moved.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua- Mr.Spezker; Sir, I am opposing
the Bill. I am oppdsing it on principle. The Bill, as per explan-
atory note seeks to fall in line with the Government of India
In respect of removal of disqualifications of members to be
elected to the State Legislature as well as to Parliament. ( At
this stage Mr.Spsaker vacated the Chair and Mr.Deputy

Speaker occupled it). SiiIf the Chief Minister very carefully

scrutinises the bili he will see that the till will create chaos and

it will ‘help nobody, neither the mcmbers conceiried nor the
Government nor the public in general and I feel. It will zive
ample scope for indulging in corruption at every level, in all
stages of administration and in the ofganisations sponsored by

Government.. Sir; the Chief Minister is very: much keen to
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remov;_;orrqption, and whatever hé_lp is possible for us.in our
own humble way we are ready.to render it. But this amendment
will go against the basic principle on which he is. advancing or
he has wanted to take action against the - corrupt  officials of
the State administration and also in szmi-Government orgnisa-
tion. Sir, to-day we are heie; to-morow we may not be here.
To-day . Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha is here ; he may take
certain steps to ameliorate the conditicn of the down tro-
den masses or he may try to remove corruption. But after
5 years or even after | year he may not be here: = There
may be some one else, who may, for his political parties,
as has been done in other parts in [ndia, fit some people
in various organisations or Board as Directors and like this.
They may misuse their political power. 1 fecl Sir, this amen-
dment will lead to more political corraption 1
ment as well as in the society as we have seen in various
ﬁelds.‘ What happend to-day if a man wants to take some
benefit from the Government ? He simply enrol his name
as an active member of the Congress, the Congress which
was started by Mahatma Gandhi. Nobody can say against
the purity of his principle. But what we see to-day g -In
the present cicumstances due to induigence of political corr-

n the Govern-

uption that purity of Cengress principle which was once
for the betterment cf the people has gone to air and some

people, if 1 say it will be unpariiamentary, the swindlers,

the black-marketeers, hoarders’ and even the” convicted per-
sons in criminal cases have become the active members of
Congress and they have been fitted in various organisations.
[ tell the Chief Minister that there may be 5 or 10 Congress
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\5\ members in‘a particular district and they may bs pure.
? " Butitheiwhals thing is that this Bill will give ample scope
to the political elements to indulge in corruption in all walks

of life, - 'Why ? What atout the Co-operative movement 9 [
raised a question in last 'Assembly Session that even a promi-
nent Congress member is alleged to have misappropriated
52,000  public money ina particular Co-operative and the
Minister-in-charge of Co-operation - promised, he assured the
House that ( Sir, they are becoming unmindful. ) proper
action will be taken against the man whoever he or she

may be, whether he is Congress or Communist, or P.D.P.
or anybody else.

Could he do anything against him till
to-day ?

It is alleged by the particuler co-operative of
Dibrugarh, through a resolution forwarded to Government that
the menber has misappropriated Rs.52,000/-. But no action was
taken against him from the Government side. Why this should
happeny Because, he is a memb:r of ths Houss, because, he is
a mcmber of congress. T do not know how long these things
will continue anci whether there will be any end of it  The
whole crux of the problem is there. Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha,
Chief Minister may not use his power or misuse his power, but
there may be a seoond man in his cabinet who may use or ‘
misuse his power for his own end. People in the helm of
affairs apply and use their power not for the betterment of th
people but he uses it for the betterment of his own selfish end.
Therefore many misappropriation cases has taken place in

coopratives in various places. Ard almost all the people

nembeis of Jorhat, Sibsagar, Golaghat,
Everywhere it is found that Misappropriation and mismanage-

are allegedly
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ment. 1s taking place  in this organisation. Sir, many of the
alleged membears are from the political ruling party. Therefore,
of course, it will he very much advantageous for the people in
the party in power which is also having a big majority- here in
the house and thel parfiament toosThey enjoy the political fruit
at the cost of public. There should be more restrictions against
this disqualification in the miatter of . members in this august
house.and in the parliament; otherwise these types of bad polit-
ics throughout the state will affect the entire social structure of
the state. Sir we will get no scope to discuss against the people
who used to take part in these organisations. This time a circular
has been issued. by the Govt. Supply Department. First and
foremost thing is that what they have shown, they have done in
respect of Planning Cell, all the members recruited are from the
party in power.. You w1ll be surpused to hear that. all the
unwanted and antlsoc1a1 elements have been included iy
the Planning Cell for the political interest without considering
that this is going to deal with the human problems, Hon’ble
Chief Minister wants to solve the human problems by leaving
the entire human beings at the hands of certain criminals,
So you 1maomu, Sir, that this will only halp the pzople in the
party in power. If these things happens, I think, 1 have got
nothing to say. As a representative of the people, without
considering any sorts of political idelogy almost speaking for
human beings mth whom we are to deal in future, admnnsu—
atively, soc1ally and economlcally, that aSpect Is neyer Iooked
by the Govt. and the paity in power.

Now Sir same thing happened in some places, of course
not m all the places as it hzs been made that all the convenors
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of the planning cell/will be from the Congress. members. | have
got no grudge to work with my brother. Mr. Bijay Handique, but
I find the convenor becomes the Chairman ofa Committee. The
instruction of the Govt. was first to'nominate someone else to
preside: over ‘that on the first of November. Then we have
selected one of our colleagus; sir, I do not bother about Chajr-
manship and ail th-se things to work. The work which has been
entrusted to me in any capacity, I.used to dischar ge the duties
as faras practicable. Sir, fortunately our Hon’ble Chief Minister
had given a D. 0. letter while we had been there. We selected
our colleague, to preside over the meeting but suddenly a signal
came that Deputy Commissioner should preside over the funct-
ion, Deputy Commissioner is in the rank of Secretaiy and we
are elected members. Govt. has got no business to give such
order. M.L.A’s, position is more  than Chief Secretary in some
respect. The elected members’ prestige has been lowered ‘down

as because there was nobody -except some members of the

opposition ‘and 'that is why instructions came that Depaty
Commissioner * is ito preside over the: function. The Deputy

Commiissioner could be made president at the cost of the prest-

ige of the'elected members. That sense of prestige -is.also mnot
with the govt: Here also while officers are entering [used to see,
in what way they are entering. There are some, responsible

officers also but atthe time ‘of enterin g, they do not knew where

they are entering. There are some - people iwho come here

without ‘knowing where they are entering; even some  senior-

most ‘officers ‘alsodo not knew abont the honour of the
President.. That is to be followed there, in the State and in the
country as,a whole. There are order of precedent that a Deputy
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Commissioner can never be a Chairman, leaving the elected
members. And what makes our Govt. that all the Chair-
man of the various’ Committees “and of the Convenor of
the Planning Cell should be the Congress members 7 It
may be that there is minority, . but the question of minority
and majority should not be in the house, ‘We are to work
in the field altogether, to run <the rwork somoothly.

Mr. Speaker -— Mr. Barua, now. it'is 47 O clock.’We
will 'now ' take up the half an hour discussion. !

_ HALF AN HOUR DISCUSSION.

Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want
to raise this issue under Rule 49 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business -is the Assam ‘ Legislative Assembly
on ‘a matter arising out of an answer to the Starred Ques-
tion No. 20 asked by Shri Jagannath Singhon 22nd November,
1973. Unforunately, I was not present in the House then.
I have gone through the proceedings of the day. 'I find
that the ~‘Horn’ble Minister is of the -view that there has
been ' no discrimination so far as allotment of standard cloth
to tea garden areas is concerned. 'Sir, he holds the view
that standard cloth is sold to all sections of the: population
through Co-operative stores. - He further said that it was
. sold to all persons and hence therer would be no difficulty.
Sir, the Hofn’ble Minister has categorically denied that there

is any discrimination, but I have got documentary evidence
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that, there is, discrimination. . The ,Horn’ble Minister stated
that the-- Govt. . has advised for ~organisation -of co-
operative in, the tea garden areas, and when formed these
will: be- tagged wholesale ' Co-operative in the: village areas.
Sir, I have got documentary proof that there are already
Co-operatives in tea garden ‘areas. Sir, there ds a centrally
sponstored scheme. = Under this scheme: 1 submitted one scheme
to the Govt.of Assam' in 1964, That 'scheme was discussed’
in" the Labour Standing  Committee meetings.  That ‘was
opposed by the managment because they did not want
growth of Co-operatives in tea ‘garden areas. Sir, the Govt.
is, tnying for formation of Co-operatives.  Therz are already
two  co-operatives: organised by tea garden workers in the
Karimganj Subdivision nainely Durlavcherra Tea' Garden
Consumers ' Co-operative and the Bidyanagar “Tea - garden
Consumers’  Co-operative, Sir, 'you' -know the Bidyanagar
tea’ garden is managed by the Government; but in the matter
of allotment of controlled cloth these co operatives have been
denied. 1 have received g telegram from the Secrctary of
the Durlavcherra Tea Garden'! Consumers’ Co-'operative So-
ciety which reads “Supply Board Karimganj refused allotment
of .cloth and other commodities- to Durlavcherra gardeén
CONSUMeErs - co~operative Society Great resentment in labour

The' President of Bidyanagar Bagan Panchayat hasg
also written me a. Jetter. .

force.”

The contents are “Please refer to
talk T had with you during ‘your recent visit to our

garden regarding supply of' controlled cloths to the laboyr
ers of sthis  garden.

getting allotment. of

my

As I told 'you ‘co-operative Societies
controlled = cloths, are confining their
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sdles to viilége peoplé only and particularly to theéir mem-
bers. As advised by you we approached the Supply Office
more than once and requested to allot controlled cloths
to the Bidyanagar Tea Garden Consumers’ Co-operative,
but it is a matter of great regret that no ' &llotment has
been made to it as yet. On the one hand Govt. is enco-
uraging co-operatives in village areas and on the other it
has nothing to do with the co-operatives already organised
by the tea garden workers: particularly the retrenched workers.
I understand ‘that a meeting of the Supply Board is going
to bs held i the near future, and, I, threrfore, repuest
you to. kindly see that allotment of controlied cloth is made
to our society also. Further I am to say that the fairp-
rice shop dealer for the line No. 3 and the Chinatigool T.
E. have been suspended and the supply is ‘made through
the dealer appointed for the main garden. 1 ‘understand
that a new dealer is going to be appointed in the place
of the old ome. T, therefore, request you to see that our
Consumers’ . Co-operative is appointed as Fair price shop
dealer instead of any individual.”

Thus it will appear that thete areitwo: co-operatives in

Karimganj Subdivision organised by the tea garden workers,

but when these co-operatives approached the Supply Depart-
ment for allotment of controlled cloth they havé beeh réfused.
The Minister  stated they can get these things from anywhere.

Sir, 1 raised this point in the Supply Board meeting ‘wHich was

held on the 16th of this month;-and | made a request for allot-
ment of these commodities to thes¢ co

=operatives 'but the
Chairman refused to do so . He stated that the management Is
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responsible for the supply of goods to the workers. Sir, the
management is responsible for the supply of goods only to the
workers ‘and not to the non-workers. The Chairman refused
when T insisted for voting. The Chairman lost his temper and
said that he had got discretionary powers. (Some voice: who
was the Chairman ?). Shri Suranjan Nandi was the Chairman.
This is the position, but the Hon’ble Minister has categorically
d:nied that there is any discrimination.

‘Now, I will come to the question of wholesale co-operati-
ves. According to the centrally sponsored scheme the manage-
ment is required to participate in the share capital of the workes
co-operatives. The Minister has stated that the question of
economic viability is there. The Government should persuade
the management to participate in the share capital of the
workers co-operatives; but I find that the Minister’s view is
that there is no need to organise wholesale' co-operatives as
according to him the primaries will do and they will be tagged

to the wholesale Co-operatives in the village areas. Sir, this is
the position. Therefore, 1 have raised this matter, and 1 would
request the Hon’be Minister to see that atleast these twn co-
operatives are allotted controlled cloth; and also to see that in
the matter of appointment of fairprice shop dealers they get
preference.

Shri Jagannath  Sinha — Hon'ble Speaker,  Sir.  The
other day when T raised the question of supply of stan-
dard cloth to tea garden areas 1 also put a question
whether there was discrimination between the population
living in tea garden areas and in villages ‘and the hon’ble

Minister replied ,No’. But as per statement of Shri Upadh-
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yaya there is a clear case of dlscrlmmanon because standard

cloth has not been supphed to Bldyanagar and Dullavchara

tea gardens My second point,, Sir, is that I really fail to
under stand how the Chalrman of. F I.8.C. can apply veto

power Well Sir, w1th such Chanman if we want to run
the food pollcy of the Govt our bad days are ahead.

Thexefme, Sir, [would suagest to hon’ble Mmlstel, Supply
to call such wooden headed Chalrman “here and get his.
brain washed Number three, the Govt ,of Assam have
very . kmdly taken a POlle of setting up ,co-operative soci-
eties in the ,gaon panchayat areas You know, Sir, the
Panchayat AC’C is, not extended to. tea,garden areas. . The
ground very Oftqn put forward is that ,the ,;people,l who
reside in tea, garden. areas, they:are looked after by the
management, they are looked after, under Plaptation Labour
Act and .rtules thereto. . The; people ;living, m tea- gard‘en;
areas — who .are looked after by the management are the
workers and their dependants. below  the. age. of 12 years
and . my friend Honble Supply MiniSlerf being a, labour
representative . knows better than-me,, ]
ted that since their interest is looked after by the management
if this Act is extended m the tea gardens there will be
duplication. May 1 know in a tea garden where 300
workers. are residing with 3000 nonwatkers, how the interest
of these nonyorkers will be looked after.. Will they remain
as second class citizens of Assam. Are they not in a worse posi-
tion than the Indians living in Uganda 3 Here we have
flanchloe right, here , we 'have the Assembly and we
go and say to thcm vote for uf, you have got the
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franchise right,” but when the question of their democratic
right comes in, when the question of self-govt. come in
through co- operatives, through panchayats, then we say you
are second class citizens and this ‘cannot be extended. T

cannot understand this, Sir. And if‘it goes on like this

they are not going to toberate, They will seek redress else-
where ‘and that will be a very bad day for Assam. Who
look after them s. The Govi. of Assam Have encouraged
formation of Co-operatives in the gaon panchayat areas but
in the tea garden areas tfose persons who are non-workers,

the management do not look after them, the Government
do not look afier them. '
Shri Dulal -Chandra Barua :— Tt is your Government.
Shri Jagannath Sinha :— And your too Sir. Shall we
not be condemned by thece people, iﬁciuding me and Mr.
Barua. So, - Sir, this is the position. Therefore, hon’ble
Upadhyaya and 1, we want to raise this discussion “and

want to know categorically from the hon’ble Minister whe-
ther there is a case of discrimination.

2P (208 (T (Re
F4 T WO A 98 AN SRS @AY F@RTE bl
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GIFB| FANFS $& (7 5IFIA (I plzafeiag =Reg (was 34fep -
f@HTIET $31 913 | s a4l 413 @ FHEE FAEASE S LR
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Shri Biswanath Upadhyay :— No Sir, that is not a facf.
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- tea garden workers who has purchased tea garden.
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Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Sir, T want few clarifications;
It is not a fact that A.T. Col is the first concern of the

Before
_the workers of the Chencoone Tea Estate formed

Cachat Tea Farming and Industrial
and purchased the said garden.

wat asa.

Cooperative Limited,

Sir, as regards the supply
of standard cloth and other things to the tea gardens, the

hon’ble Minister said that he will take steps to supply cloths
to the Cooperatives at Vidyanagar and Durl

avcherra Tea
Bstate. Sir, in the district of Cachar,

there are as many
4s 212 tea gardens. Now, what will happen to those 212

tza gardens y Will the people be true appendix to the Gaon
Panchasats and will they function just like appendix. How
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they will be served ¢y If they have to remain as appendix,
whether this will amount to discrimination or not ?

Shri Bishwanath Upadhyay :— Sir, the area of operation
of this Co-operative is for the whole district of Cachar.
Supposing, this Cooperative starts whole-sale business, can
aneybody check it y My friend, Shri Sinha said that there
is one Co-operative, namely, Cachar Tea Farming Co-op- -
erative Limited ; the area of operation of that Co-operative
is the whole district of Cachar. Supposing they start whole
sale business in Cachar, can the Government check ity

Asie SIS (77 :— B FAE| IfFI A AZ
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Shri Biswanath Upvdhya :— There isa file and the file
No. is CC.20/73
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Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Sir, my point is very clear.
The hon’ble Minister has said that since by-law of A.T. Col
covers the district of Cachar, there are difficulties to allow
formation of whole-sale Cooperative in the district of Cachar.
But before formation of A.T.Col, there was another Co-
operative, viz., Calchar Tea Farming and Industries Coop-
erative Limited. By-law of this Coopertive covers the entire
district of Cachar for wholesale, restail sale and everything.
While this was already in existence, how our hon’ble Mini-
ster or the Coopertive depaitment could give registration
to a Cooperative, namely, A,T.Co! giving coverage for the
district of Cachar. Is it not a contradiction. Sir

Mr. Speaker :— The House stands adjourned till 9 A. M.
tomorrow.

( The House rose at 4:30 P.M. )
Dated, Dispur

Shri P. D. Barua
The 29th Nov: 73

Secretary.
Legislative Assembly,



