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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Date : 7th December, 1973
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Re : BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :
x199. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

ta) Whether it is a fact that the Board of Secondary
Education, Assam has been resorting to favouritism in the
appointment of Examiners, Scrutinisers and tabulators ior
the H.S.L.C. & H. S. S. L. C. Examinations ?
(b) If not, how are they appointed and what are the |
criteria of appointment ?
(c) Whether it is a fact that some College teachers are
appointed as examiners, without reference to their teaching
subjects ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :
199. (a)—No.
(b)—Ceriteria for appointment of Examiners, Tabulators, |
Scrutinisers are placed on table of the House
(c)—Prior to the fixation of criteria by the Board, some
College teachers were appointed without reference to their
teaching subjects. At the time of taking over the Exa-
mination from the Gauhati University the Board accep- ;‘_
ted the lists of examiners forwarded by them, wherein |
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some such professors were also there. These examiners
have still been retained except those whose performance
as examiners were found to be unsatisfactory.

(d)—Does not arise in view of reply at (c) above.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia :— Sir, the Minister stated while
giving reply to question No. (a) that no discrimination
has been made in the appointment of examiners, scruti-
nisers and tabulators. May I know from the Minister
how all the teachers excepting the clerks and chowkidars
of Laopara H. E. School, Bamundi H. E. School, and
Bortola H.E. School have been appointed as examiners,
tabulators and scrutinisers ? Is it not a case of discrimi-
nation ? A

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) $—That information
is not with me.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia ;— Sir, in the criterrion, it has
been stated that three years teaching experience is needed
in the subject concerned for appointment as examiner.
May I know how J.N. Talukdar a lecturer in Zoology
has been appointed as examiner of geography ; H.K. Deka,
lecturer of geology in Cotton College has been‘made an
examiner of geography, Jahanara Saikia, lecturer of phi-
losophy, has been made examiner of Assamese, how Haren
Deka, lecturer of philosopy has been made examiner of
English ? Will the Minister kindly clarify the position ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) : — All these detai-
led information is not available with me.
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Shri Atul Chandra Saikia :— How a Social Education Offi-
cer could be made an examiner of the Board ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) :— Sir, 1 have alrea-
dy stated in reply to (c) how these appointments have
been made previously and regarding Social Education Offi-
cer, that information is not available with me.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia :— Whether a professor of the
veterinary College has been made a paper setter of the
Higher Secondary School Leaving Certificate Examination ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukder, Minister :— Sir, I have said
I do don’t have the detailed information with me.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Khound :— Sir, in the view of the
fact that through a number of examples the hon’ble mem-
ber Mr. Saikia has made a prime facie case of favouri-
tism in the matters of appointment of examiners of the
Secondary Education Board, in view of that will the

Minister make an enquiry and apprise the House about
TG

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) 8— I have stated &
that there is no such anomalies. I don’t think there is ‘
any necessity of making an enquiry.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound :— Against the specific exam- ‘
ples cited by Mr. Saikia, the hon’ble Minister stated the
facts are not with me’. Will the Minister go through
the details and Jet the House know about it ? .l

£y
&\

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister} :— Sir, there are
some confidential matters also in this subject. For exam- W
ple .the tabulators are appointed to tabulate the mark- _
sheets and those cannot be disclosed. According to this ! {
confidential system, I don’t think, if I make a statement : \)
in the Assembly, that will be wise. 1!

‘ |

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound :— That was not my question. ;‘!}
I do not want that confidential matters should be dis- ‘
cussed here. My point is whether teachers of one subject
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are appointed, as stated by the Hon., Member Shri
I Saikia, as examiners of another subject ¢ = Whether such

things are happenning ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) g— Sir,
I have already replied in (c) that non-teaching subjects
were given for examination to some teachers.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu :— With special reference to appoint-
ment of Invigilators for Kamalabari Centre in Majuli,

B Sir, whether Government is aware that invigilators are
appointed only from the Kamalabari High School as a
result of which the invigilators are helping examinees of the
Kamalabari High School to adopt unfair means in the

examination hall ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) :— I

want notice of that question, Sir.

I Re : TOURIST BUNGALOW AT JOYSAGAR AND |
GARGAON

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked 3
£200. Will the Minister, Tourism be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government proposes
to construct a tourist bungalow at Joysagar and Gar- |
" gaon in Sibsagar Subdivision considering the importance |
f of the areas from the tourist point of view j |
(b) If so, whether the Government has decided to train

guides to help the tourists ¢
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Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Tourism) replied : i~

200. (a)— There is provision in the Fifth Five Year Plan
for construction of a Tourist Rest House at Joysagar-
But there is no provision for construction of any Tourist
Rest House at Gargaon.

{(b)—There is no such decision now.

(No. Supplementaies)

Re: SETTLEMENT OF FISHERIES : '
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked : ~

«201. Will the Minister, Co-operation be pleased to state— :

(a) ‘Whether it is a fact that one Shri Kamal Chan- i
dra Das, Secretary of the Garamur Anusuchit Min Silpa !
Samabay Samity Ltd, submitted an application to the Mi- ﬂ
nister, dated 10th October 1973 in his camp at Gauhati ;
Circuit House praying for causing physical delivery of po- ¥ , ]
ssession of the two fisheries settled in the name of the

Society made to him by the Deputy Commissioner of k
Lakhimpur District in pursuance of the order of the Hon'- J
ble High Court passed on 28th September 1973 ? i

(b) If so, whether it is a fact that the Minister passed
order on the body of the Application calling for an imme-
diate report by wire by 20th Otober 1973 from the De
puty Commissioner of Lakhimpur District regarding ac- 1
tual physical possession of the two fisheries ?

(¢) If so, whether the order of the Minister was commu-
nicated to the Depuy Commissioner, Lakhimpur District
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before 20th October 1973 ¢

(d If not. whether drastic action would be taken agai-
nst the officer concerned for not carrying out the order
of the Minister ?

(e) Whether the Registrar of Co-operative Societies sent
a wire to the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur District
on 30th October 1973 asking him to intimate him as to
the physical possession of the fisheries as on 25th April
1973 ?

(f) If so, whether report had been submitted to him
by the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur District accor-
dingly °?

() If so, whether any order had been passed by the
Government after receipt of the report from the Deputy
Commissioner, Lakhimpur District ?

Shri Gaien Tanti (Minister, Co-operation) replied :

201. (a)—It is a fact that an application was submitted
by Shri Kamal Chandra Das. The same was, however,
not dated 10th Otober 1973 but dated 9th October 1973
and the order of the Honourable High Court was passed
not on 28th September 1973 but on 28th August 1973.
(b)—Yes. ;

(c)—The report - was called for on 30th October 1973.
(d)-—As it was merely a question of accidental misplace-
ment of paper, no drasic action is called for.

(e)—Yes.

(f)—Yes.
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(g)—Government have called for further materials for a

clearer appreciation of the position.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu :— May I know from the Minis
ter whether the application was kept in the house of the
Officer to whom it was handed over for a long period
without sending it to the office 7

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister. Co-operation) :— The applica-
tion was sent to the office.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu :— When it was received in the
office.

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Co-operation) :— It was submi-
tted after the date fixed by the Minister.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu :— Whether any action has been
taken against the Officer for not sending the application

to the office ? What was the purpose behind holding up
of the application in his house %

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister Co-operation) :— I have already
replied to that question in my reply to (d). Sir.

Re : JOINT DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVYICES,
JORHAT :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
x202. Will the Minister Health be pleased to state—

(a) “Mhether Government is aware of the fact that the
Office of the Joint Director of Health Services (Regional)
Jorhat has been functioning without the Joint Director

-

= T
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(Head of the Office) for the last ten months or so ?
(by If so, whether any other Officer was entrusted to look:
after the Scheme and also the Financial matters of the!
estabishment during this period (Name, designation and
Head Quarter be furnished) ¢ |
(c) The main purpose for which this Office with an
officer of the rank of Jt. Director was created ? |

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :
202." (a) & (b)—Dr. P.C. Das. Joint Director of Health)

Services (Regional), Jorhat, went on leave from 4th Fe-
bruary 1973 upto 1llth July 1973. Dr. G. C. Das. pos-
ted as Joint Director of Health Services (Regional), Jor-
hat succeeding Dr. P. C. Das, has proceeded on leave
from 12th July 1973. But during this entire period from
4th February 1973 till date, the charge of the Office of

Joint Director of Health Services (Regional:, Jorh_at has
been held by the Joint Director of Health 'Services

(Regional), Gauhati in addition to his = own.
Dr. G.C. Das, while he was Joint Director of

Health Services (Regional), Gauhati held this additonal

charge with head quarters at Gauhati for the period from
dth February 11973, -upto 11th July 1973, Dr. P.C. Das

the present Joint Director of Health Services (Regional)
Gauhati has been holding the additional charge of Joint
Director of Health Services (Regional), Jorhat since 12th
July 1973 up to-date.
(c)—The function of the Joint Director of Health Servics

(Regional), Jorhat is to supervise and co-ordinate the work
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of his subordinate offices. He is also entrusted with the
supervision of emergency work . arising out of flood, epi-

demic etc.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— What was the difficulty on
the part of the Government to appoint a permanent Joint

Director at Jorhat ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) 3— As this was a
leave vacancy it was considered unnecessary to promote a
person from the lower rank as the Joint Director.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua «—Whether Government consider
it necessary to appoint a permanent Joint Director in view
of the heavy work-load entrused to him ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health ): — We are incli-
ned to consider the question of asking Joint Director Dr.
G.C. Das after completion of his leave, to proceed to
Jorhat as soon as he completes his leave.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— If he does not proceed, what
will be the position ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Miniter, Health) gs— Then, I am
afraid, the persent arrangement will have to continue.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— In view of the avoidable
financial expenditure involved under the present arrange-
ment in as much as one Assistant has to go quite often
all the way from Jorhat to Gauhati to get signature
and endorsement etc. of the officer concerned and also
in view of the heavy work-load of the officer at Jorhat,
will the Government be pleased to inform the difficulty

<

e
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which has stood on the way of peramnently posting a
joint Director at Jorhat ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health)2— This is only a
leave vacancy. Therefore we do not propose to appoint |
a permanent incumbent. Of course, it is a fact that had -'
there been a Joint Director stationed at Jorhat, then the i
little difficulties confronted today, as stated by the Hon.

Member, could have been obviated.
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Shri Jagannath Sinha 3-— Sir, the hon’ble Minister has said
that after 1970 if the tea gardem owner sell lands to the
outsiders this could be illegal ; whether this is a fact
that in the diststict of Cachar, certain Tea Garden Ma-
nagement have sold out land to the outsiders and this
fact has been brought to the notice of the Government

. but no action has been taken by the Government.

Shri P. Gogoi (Minister), :— Sir, now I do not remember
the cases, but I have heard about certain cases about the
certain anomalises and irregularties being done by some
tea garden owners ; but exactly I cannot say. All these
cases will be dealt with according to the provisions of

law.

i

N

o




1973 Questions and Answers 15

Shri Biswannath Upadhyaya:—Sir, in some cases, the Manage-
ment is selling lands giving back date. Supposing. anbody
produce any document showing the purchase of the tea
garden land earlier. 1. e., before the Ceiling Act came in-
to force. then, how the government will evict these people 2 |

Shri P. Gogoi (Minister) : - The question of eviction will |

come after the owners.of land are informed.
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laid down by the then Chief Minister:Shri M. M. Chou-
\ dhory at Dullabhcherra ¢

(b) If so, whether this Mill is being establihed at Dulla-
bhcherra and if not why ¢

(¢) What is the name of the parties, who gave tender
for construction of the above Sugar Mills ?
(d) To whom the work has been allotted and why ?
(¢) Name of the officers and the employees who have
been appointed till date for establishment and running of
"1?’{ this industry.

AN

2% .4 (f) When . this project is expected to come in production.
pe Shri Mahammad Idris (Minister, Industries) replied :
205.. (a)—Yes, on 29th December 1671 at Krishnanagar.
- (b)—No, because subsequently a site at Chargolla, about
6 KM north of Dullabhcherra, was available, which was

s considered to be better on techno-economic considerations,

A (c)-—-Tenders were received for (I) supply of plant and
machinery and erection and commissoning of plant and
machineries. (IT) for the civil construction of the foun-

dation for the erection of the machinery.
Against item (1) the following tenders were re-
ceived —
(i) M/s. Binny Ltd., Madras.
’ (ii) M/s. Protos Engg. Co. (P) Ltd, 'Bombay.
(iiiy M/s. Indian Sugar and General Engg. Corpn., Har-
yana.
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(iv) M/s. Triveni Engg. Works Ltd, Allahabad. 4
(v) M/s. Textile Machineries Corpn. Ltd., Calcutta

Against item No. (II) the following tenders were
received :—

(1) My/s. Assam Government Conctn. Corpn. Ltd., Gau-
hati.

(i) M/s. Bridge and Building Construction Co. (P) Ltd.,
Calcutta.

(iii) M/s. Frontier Engg. (Prestressed Concrete) Pvt. Ltd. !}\ .
Gauhati. é'f
(iv) M/s. N. Madhusudhan Oza, Ahmedabad.

(v) M[s. Engineers and 'Engineers, Bombay. (4

(d)—The works against item (I) was allotted to M/s. In-
dian Sugar and General Engg. Corpn. Haryana on the "
recommendation of the Expert Committee which was set
up for evaluating the tenders. The works for item No.
(I) were allotted to M/s. Bridge and Building Constn.
Co. (P) Ltd.; Calcutta on the recommendation of the

Tender Committee which was set up for evaluating the
tenders.

oo A b . e

(c)—A list is placgd on the Table of the House.
(f)—The project will be commissioned by March/April 1975
and will go into production by November 1975.

Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya :—Sir, may I know whether any
compensation has been paid for the lands acquired for
this purpose? If so, what are the amounts s

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) s— No, compensation has been
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paid, Sir.

Shri Balabhadra Das g— Sir, may I know from thée Hon

~ ble Minister whether the work was allotted on 9th ¢
November at Rs. .55 lakhs and subsequently in a holida
on 10 of November it was increased to Rs. 59 lakhs an
immediately after that the Contractor was given Rs. 2.5
lakhs as an advance ? :

Mr. - Speaker :— Can you give the details ?

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) 8—Sir, the details may not €
possible on my part to reply at the moment. But th
is a fact that about the allocation of tenders on civ
construction, Govt. have received some allegations agains
the allotment. So, we have already taken some actio

and Govt. is examining this matter.

RQrazs 33 3— FF WIWI, FIA? Ifa @tw7ra 13 @F fagrg (gfe:
Afs w'awd gy 35 IS €51 327] Tas I 313 =S fA127(
3 wifawa fearea 7o oferss’ sal tefem =% 613«
osfos = A3 AA13 R AN vy 21E1@ Fel@ (53 w¥a
23] (2fzH, @3 MBI SATIA ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :— Sir, may
intervene 9 This matter has been brought to the notic
of the Govt. and Govt. 1s taking necessary steps.

8lf

Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya :— Sir, the lands in questio'
were acquired from the displaced persons of East Benga
If it is so, then whether Govt. will make necessary ste
early for compensation 9 ‘

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) :— Sir, my information is that th
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land in question was a surplus land of the Tea Garden.
This is also “according to the Ceiling Act.

thri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Sir, whether the Govt. have re-

ceived any complaint against the settlement of contract with
this firm on the question of 4 lakhs of rupees for pile-
driving works though the land, where pile-driving was
going on, is not a tilla land 9

hri Md. Idris (Minister) :— Sir, all these matters will be

taken into consideration.

Ig=1s b A1Be - gElsAdd N RN ‘aged dsaits @3
frares AfesR @R gy w3 @2 e fi§ @@ 331 zigs
«afey] o3 731 fA&s FHI®I  FAT Twe @3 0 cfeys
AzEy @ fegl 28 3 |3 @ral 7

Yuzww 396 (W) :— SIS (WA (T gaga A @1 13, ‘@R
2317 foigs ABE 36 77 (M 33 (ANE  wqIF @FZ B
‘gEeddad’ A4 YA ot fam zm siferw wfS weeI @
©1® 975 |

thri Md. Umaruddin :-— Sir, may I know from the Hon'-
ble Minister whether the contract works will be kept under
suspension pending enquiry by the Govt.?

hri Md. Idris (Minister) :— That is true, sir.

hri Balabhadra Das :— @Bl »ligafan) wis faql tafes A%
fam afegl S =02 ?

A3 RSN AATICAA 9@ J7 BIAS

shri Md. Idris (Minister)s
Y1 g2 |

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudury °— Sir, may I know who
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was the lowest tenderer ?

Shri Md. Idris ( inister) s— Sir. the lowest tenderer wat
the Assam Govt. Constructtion Corporation Ltd. |

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury :— Sir, then why they were
not given the work ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) = 8o, sir, thi
matter was being examined.

Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Sir, the Hon’ble inister ha

stated that the project will be commissioned by 1975
But if the work is stopped for long, then how it wil

be commissioned by 1975.

Shri Md. Idris ( inister) :— Sir pending matter will b
looked into shortly. This matter will not take long time
and we will take a decision soon.
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Re OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury asked :
*207. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether ' there is any reservation of Government jobs
for  other Backward Classes ?

«b) If so what is the percentage 9

(c) Whether State Government can reserve job for co-
mmunities other than Plains tribal, Hills tribal and Sche-
duled Caste without amending the provision of the Cons-
titution.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied 2
207. (a)—No.
(b)—Ioes not arise.

(c)—Article 16 ‘4, the Construction enables the State to

make provision for the reservation of appointments or
posts in favour of any backward classes of Citizens which
in the opinion of the State is not adequately represented
in the Services. Amendment' to the Constitution does not
appear to be necessary.

(No Supplementaries)
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SHORT NOTICE
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Date . 7th December, 1973

Re: ELECTRICITY CHARGE
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya

Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli § asked ;

10. Will the Minister, Electricity be pleased to. state—

(a) Whether Govefnment has recently received telegrams o
from various sections of the public of Tinsukia inclu-

ding Tinsukia ‘Congress ‘Committee. Bharatia Kisan San- o ‘

gha, Citizens Association, and Consumers Council to the
efect that the A.S.E.B. at Tinsukia is charging 50°/
higher rates for domestic and Industrial electric consum-
ption than the standard rate of A. S. E. B. for supply
of electricity in other areas of Assam ? ; 1 N

(b) Whether Government is aware that the main . reason

g —

for taking over of the Tinsukia Electric Supply.. under:

taking was that Electricity Tariff Rates of the said und-

ertaking were higher than those of the A S.E.B.»

c) If so, Whether Goverrment propose to direct the A.S.

E.B. to return the excess amounts charged from the

consumers 9 '
Shri Mahammad Idris (Minister, Power Electricity replied: Y

10. (a)— Yes, some telegrams have been received = from
some organisations.

S R A e N T Rt e P Reune ot i B e "Rt Y |
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(b)—This is not the main reason.

By 4

(c)—-For the 'present, the separate identity of this unit along
with its old Tariff Rates, is being maintained.. The ques-
tion of bringing its tariff in line with the A. S E B.’s will
be considered along with the question of complete merger
of ‘this unit with A.S. E B. Hence the ' question 'of any
refund * doés not ‘arise

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua:— Sir.in reply to guestion (b)
the Minster has said, "That is not the main reason’ May
A I Know - whether that is one of the reasons ?

v Shri Md. Idfis, (Minister):— Naturally— if that is not the
| main reson, it is one of the reasons.

Shri Dulal’ Chandra Barua :— Sir,  that has been very cle-
arly stated in .my  statement.

What is that ?

Shri Md. Idris, Minister:— Sir, in my statement I had sta-
| ted, ‘it was necessary to acquire these undertakings in the
| public interest. Many complaints were received about
inadequate and irregular supply of electricity by these
Companies. Their osn power generation being meagre,
these Companies were acting as middlemen in respect of
substantial quantities of electrical energy which they mer-
ely purchased in bulk from the Assam State Electricity
Board and sold at a profit to Consumers’. That way my

/) statement.

// Shri’ Dulal Chanda 'Baruas— So. Sir, what is the public |
: interest ?
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Shri Mr. Idris, Minister :—The supply of electricity.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Is it not one of the main rea-
sons for charging the high rate ?

Shri Md. Idris, Minister :— This is not a fact.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: — If this is not a faet then why
the Government is charging at more than 50 /. rate 7

Shri Md. Idris, Minister :— That is only to maintain status
quo ante. Some rates have to be charged from the public
because there is a Supreme Court case The matter is
sub judice. We want to keep a separate -account

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua e— What was the consideration
on the part of the Board to maintain statusquo ¢

Shri Md. Idris, Minister :— Sir, I have said the only rea-
son is that since this matter is in the Supreme Court it
is better that in all things statusquo is maintained.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— The matter has gone to the

Supreme Court not on the question of rate but on the
question of taking over s

Shri Md. Idris. Minister ;— Even though the rate is not
the question yet in the event of a judgement directing
us to refund the money to the lesses, we shall have to
make good all the amounts which are being realised.

Shri Balabhadra Das s— Whether the Hon’ble Minister thi
nks that he has made a mistake and the Supteme Court
is going to set aside his order ?

...._
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Shri Md. Idris, Minister 3— Sir. I have never said so.

Shri Md. Umaruddin :— Sir, the Minister has said that tI
particular Company was buying energy from the A.S E.I
in bulk and selling to the consumers. May I know wh

ther in the agreement with the Company a limit was pt
on the additional charge ?

Shri Md. Idris, Minister s— A. S E. B. is concerned with th
bulk rate and has nothing to do with the consumers.

Mr. Speaker:— Whether  any limit was fixed ?
Shyi Md. Idris, inister ; — No, Sir.

Shri Md. Umaruddin :— Sir, in the Electricity Act there j
a limit of marginal rate to be charged. Whether the Govit
or the A.S E.B. fixed a limit saying that they cannot g
on charging at 100°/. increase ?

Shri Md Idris Minister e— The Company must have charge,
keeping themselves within the rules and regulations

Shri Atul Saikia g-— Muay I know from the Hon’ble Ministe
whether the Board is a successor and liable as such to sup
ply energy to the people of Tinsukia ?

Shri Md. Idris Minister :— The Government has taken ove
the undertaking and handed it over to the Board.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Sir, whether at the time g
taking over intimation was given that after taking ove{
the rate that would be charged would be less. If s
under what logical argument the Minister now can speal
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for a higher rate. Does he not consider it anti-p=ople ¢

ri Md. Idris. Minister .~ This' T have said, Sir, because
of the upreme Court Case. We want to maintain the
status quo ante. If there wasno case then ‘it could have
been considered. How can I say now that we are doing
something anti-people ?

hri Gaurishankar Bhatrachariyya :— Sir, the Minister Las
said that there is a rate of tarriff fixed by the Assam State
Electricity Board and if the Board or as a matter of fact
the Government takes any rate higher than that fixed by
the Assam State Electricity Board is it not profitting at
the cost of the common people and that it is also illegal ?

hri Nd. Idris ( Minister ) :— This is a special circumstances
under which they were asked to maintain the status ante.
hri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya :— Is it not bluffing and
hoodwinking the people that on the onehand saying that the
Tinsukia Electricity has been taken over and on the other-

hand the rates charged are 50°/. higher than the general
rate ¢

Vir. Speaker: Mr. Bhattacharyya ‘hoodwirk® is unparliam-
entary.

shri Md. Idris (Minister) :— It is not our purpose. I am
repeatedly saying that under the circumstances the Board
' cannot but maintain a separate account as it is subju
dice before the highest court of law that is Hon. Sum-
preme Cour:.

Shri Romesh Mohon Kouli :— May I know from the hon.
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Minister that after receiving . the complaint from public
of Tinsukia whether Govt. has taken any action regar-
cging higher rates already charged and if so, what action
they have taken on the telegram received from the public.

Shri Md. Idris Minister) :— Sir, I have replied to that.

Shri Romesh Mohon Kouli :— Whether it is still contin-
uing and whether the Govt. has taken any action on
that 9

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) +— Sir, the statusquo has been
maintained.

Re : SELECTION OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
(P. W. D.)
Shri Dulal Chandar Barua asked :
11. Will the Minister, P. W. D. (R & B) be pleased to

to  state—

ta) -Whether ‘it is a fact that two Superintending Engi-
neers of P. W. . D. (R & B) Assam have been promo-
ted to the rank of Additional Chief Engineer recently ?
(b) If so, whethre selection Board has duly recommended
their names for promotion as per Government’s rules ¢
() Whether it is also a fact that concurrence from
A. P. S. C. and clearance from Political Department are
necesary for such promotion 9

(d) If so, whether necessary -clearance from the Depart-
ments concerned were obtained prior to their promotion 9

. (e) If so, when 9
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~ Dy Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P.W.D (R & B.) replied :

11. (a)—Yes. |
(b)>—There being 1O provision for any Selection Board in

the Rules for making selections to posts of Additional
Chief Engineers Were made on a provisional basis by Go- |
vernment to meet the urgent requirements of public ser-

vice.
ence of the A.P. S. C. is necessary for

(c)-—No concurrt

appointments 10 posts of Additional Chief Engineers which ,

are selection POStS-: There is also no rule for taking cle- t o
¢

arance from the Political Department to such promotions,

| (d)—Does not arise. ‘
«!

(e)—Does not arise-

Shri Dulal C. Barua:— Whether as per Govt. rule the con-

currence of the Political Deptt. is necessary In  respect
of promotion of an officer to the higher posts ? Is Govt
of that C.B.I. enquiry is pending agaj. i

aware of the fa
ast some officers 9 If 80 how those officers could be pro.

d without a clerance from the political De tt. -

—

mote
Shri Lutfur Rahman ( Ainister) :— I have already said Sir

in my answer there is no Rule for taking any clearance from ;

the political Dep!t.
Shri Dulal C. Barua:~ There is a definite rule guiding th
3 : e
principle that in respect of promotion of officers to highe f
r

ranks an integrity certificate is to be obtaired from th | s
Political Deptt » When the C. B. I. enquiry is pendine
against an officer it is futher important. I do not knofr !

%J
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under what circumstances such a man could be promoted
to higher post when there is a case pending against him.

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister) :— I have already said that
there is no rule for taking any clearance from the politi-
cal Deptt. This particular has been recommended by the

' Chief Secretary earlier 'who is also incharge of the Po-
litical Deptt. and hence the question of sending it to the
Chief Secretary for the second time does not ari e.

Shri Dulal C. Barua :— What is the recommendation of
the Chief Secretary ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister):— Sir, these persons were.
“selected by Govt. in the Appointment Deptt. with the
approval of the Chief Minister. The P. W. D. did not
select ‘them.

Shri Dulal C. Barua — \»’"hen' the recommendation came
to the P. W D. for promoting these two officers »

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister) e— Sir, the exact date is:
not available with me now.

Shrl Dulal C. Barua : — [ uidsrstand that the recommen-
_dations did not come from the political Deptt.

Shri Lut ur Rahman Minister :— I have already answered
Sir that the Chief Secretary is the Head of the Political
Deptt and the recommendations came from the Chief
Secretary.

Shri Dualal C. Barua :— V hen the recommendations has been{
made ? Is it during the pencency of the C. B. I. enquiry ?°

Shri Lutfur Rahman ¢— Sir, the C. B. I. did not forward

(4
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any list of names of officers against whom the  cases are
pending and therefore, I cannot say anything about that.
I have already said that the Chief Sec etary has recom-
mended their names and they were promoted according
to that.

Shri Dulal C. Barua :— Whether the recommendations came
before the C. B. 1. started enquiringinto the cidents or

after the enquiry was started ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister) :— 1 cannot say. about it
definitely. g '

Shri Balabhadra Das ;— Whether the Minister has. received
any information that the C.B.I. is enquiring into the
affair rather  about the character and actions of these
two incumbents 9 If so, whether there was any direction
from the C. B.I. prohibiting their promotion ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman :— I have already replied to that there
is no such rule. Moreover the C B I. is enquiring about
a particular project and against any officer.

Shri Dulal C. Barua :— The other day while replying against
the No-confidence Motion the hon Chief Minister cate-
gorically stated that actions against the guilty officers will
be taken and severely dealt with. Now. the point is
these two officers me against hom the C.B I. enquiry
is pending in connection with the J B. Road affajrs how
they could be promoted to higher posts without having a
clearance from the C. B. 1. ?

Shri Lutfur Cahman :— We are not to take any clearance
from the C. B. I,

v
{
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Shri Manabendranath Sarma ¢— Whether merit cum seniority
of the Superintending Engineers has been fixed 9

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister) :— Seniority has not been
fixed

Shri Manabendranath Sarma :— Whether these officers were
promoted on the basis of the seniority cum merit 7

Shri Lutfur Rahman :— Seniority could not be fixed and
so the Govt. provisionally promoted them.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua i— The C. B. I. enquiry is go-
ing on for a particular project. Will the Minister be ple-
ased to tell the House who were the officers working
on this project ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman g— Hundreds of officers were there.

I cannot particularly say about it.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Whether 1t is a fact that not
only an enquiry is pending before the C. B. I. but was
involved in so many cases and that once he was demo-
ted ? If so then knowing that the background of the
officer was doubtful, is it not an act of undue favour ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman ( Minister :— That information is not
with me.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: — Minister has stated that the
information is not with him. Sir, he should have all
information, This in an urgent question being a Short
Notice one. In this case the DIepartment has not consi-
dered the seniority or integrity of the officers. Simply
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out' of favouratism these promotions have been  made. :

Shri Lutfur Rahman {Minister)_ :— I do not know what is
the urgency the Hon’ble Member has referred to. We
have promoted these officers provisionally to meet urgent
demands of work.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 83— Are these appointments not
against the rules 2 -
Shri Lutfur Rahman ( Minister :— I am not going against
the Rules. I am definite abuotit. We have selected the
best  officers. P. W D. referred the cases to the Appoint-

ment Department..  The appointments have been provi-
sionally made with the approval of the Chief Minister.
So there is no question of favouratism.

Shri Umaruddin ;— Whether the mere fact that an enquiry
is pending against an officer is a bar against his promo-
tion if he is otherwise found: suitable 9

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister) 83— It is not, Sir.

Re: SECOND JUTE MILL

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked 3
12. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to State—

(a) Whether Government is aware of the news jtem pub-
lished in “Dainik Asom”, dated 23rd November. 1973 under
the caption “eas #fea (A W AN 2@ agrezwz

33 9
(b) If so, whether the facts mentioned therein are correct ¢

{
!

S

—

"
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Shri- - Mahammad Idris (Minister, Industries) replied :

12. (a)—Yes!
(b)—Not wholly but partially.

Shri Dulal - Chandra Barua :— “To what extent  partially and
to what extent wholly correct ?

Shri Md Idris. (Minister) :— To what extent it is correct
and to what extent it is not correct would appear from
the following statement::

(1) The Deputy Director (and not Under Secre-
tary as mentioned in the news item) of Union Commerce
Ministry==wrote to A.I.D.C. on 3.11.73 that it has been
left to decide a mutually acceptable site for the proposed
Jute Mill. '

(2) The State Govt. had decided to set up many
Jute Mills in the State and accordingly A.I D.C had
applied on 22.10.71 to Govt. of India for licenses to set
up jute mills in Darrang, Kamrup and Goalpara districts.

(3) The Jute Commissioner had  asked for cer-
tain information about proposed mills.

(4 The State Govt had constituted a Site Se-
lection Committee.

(5) The Mukherjee Committee report was furnis-
hed to the State Government in December, 1972.

(6) The Licensing Committee in its meeting held
on 2.7.73 recommended issue of a letter of intent for
one mill to: A L.D.C:
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(7) The Government of India are keen that the
existing supply of raw jute from Assam to the already
established mills outside the State should not suffer.

The above are the correct statements.
The incorrect statements are :

1) The proposed jute mill might be establis-
hed in Meghalaya due to departmental callousness 'and
overt manipulation of vested interests.

(2) It has been decided to set up the mill in
Meghalaya.

(3) In his letter dated 4.12.72 to Chief Minister,
Union Foreign Trade Minister had stated that though there
were weighty reasons for establishing some jute mills in
Assam, in no state, including Assam, would it be consi-
dered to establish more than one mill, at present. ( The
Jetter says that Mukherjee Committee’s recommendation
for additional capacity was weighty ; which recommen-
dation was for one Mill only besides expanding Silghat
Mill’s capacity).

(4) No Jute grows in Meghalaya ( Some jute
though in very small quantities, is grown in ' the Garo
Hills, e.g. 50,000 bales.)

(5) The State’s interests have suffered  due to
deliberate delays and conspiracy of State Government and
one or two concerned officers from outside the State.

These are the points I have said are incorrect.

13
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Sir, the proposal from the
Govt. of India is to set up two mills in Assam. Then
how this question of mutual discussion has come up for
establishment of the mill in Meghalaya »

Shri Md. ‘Idris (Minister) s— The point is not like that.
Government of India in unequivocal terms indicated to
us that there would be expansion of the existing mill
in Assam and a new license will be given for a new
mill. Then on 3.11.73 the Deputy Director ( and not even
Under Secretary ) wrote to A. I. D. C. that it has been

_ left to -the Governments of Assam and Meghalaya to de-

cide a mutually ‘acceptable site for the proposed jute miil.
This is really a frantic news, and, therefore, we have taken

up the matter with the Govt. of India.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: — What is the name of the
INeputy Director, We have no objection if the Govt.
of India gives licences to the Meghalaya Government for
establishment 200 Jute Mills. But the two mills assured
by the Govt. of India cannot be shified to Meghalaya.

Then what is the necessity for us to take up the matter
with Meghalaya 9

Shri Md. Idris :— The name of the Officer is not with
me.

Shri Premadhar Bora :— Whether the actual location falls
within the territory of Meghalaya ?

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) :— There is no queestion of

Haq oW LAY i— AL, SFE N® AN oA

-
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Are we to understand that
the Govt. will stand by their earlier decision that there
will be two mills in Assam without conceding to the
pressure given by the Govt. of India ?

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) :— It is difficult for me to
give assurance 'n behalf of the Govt. of India, but I
can assure the August House that we have not given up
our efforts to persuade the Govt. of India for the three
licences that we have applied for in the year 1971. So
in fact still that indication is resting with the Government
of India that we need two jute mills apart from the ex-
pansion of the existing mill and they have also agreed
to give us a new licence.
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Shri Muhammad Umaruddin :—- May I know whether if
the mill is established in Goalpara, Meghalaya also will

not be served ?

Shri Mohammad Idris, Minister) :— I am not going to
accept it. First of all we shall have to have first mill
which the Central Govt. have promised. It will be abso-

back on the part of the Govt. of India.

Jutely falling
give us the mills and not one

They have promised to
Ministry but three Ministries have written to us.

Mr. Speaker :— His question is whether on account of
contiguity both the States will be served.

Shri Muhammad Umaruddin :-— Cn what ground he is go-

ing to shift; after all Mangaldoi produces half the jute.

Shri Soneswar Bora :—— 23] ArB1Ed R AR S35 &Y UATH

g @sien ey [efael aifaan Alfila—

Mr. Speaker 8 — (®I0® 3fw A8 |

SHORT NOTICE -

QU.ESTIGNS AND ANSWERS
Date . 7th December, 1973
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Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya :— Whether Govt. is aware of
the fact that there was a proposal to establish a separate
Inspectorte exclusively for the tea garden areas and if
so, whether the Propesed Inspectorate has been establis-
hed ?

Stri Harendra Nath Talukder (Minister)
under consideration.

:— Sir, that is not

Shri Jagannath Sinha :— In view of the fact that Govt.
has recently sanctioned 40 posts for Manipuri communities
because they belong to the backward class, whether Govt.,
think that the people who live in the
also backward and will Govt.

¢a gardens are

sanction extra posts for
the tea gardens ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) — Sir, that js At
question and I want separate notice.

Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Will the Minister be pleased to
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state whether the schools. when they wer€ under the man-
agement, were in a belter co dition then at present ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar. (Minister) :— Sir. I could not
follow.
Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Whether the schools, when they
were under the management. they were functioning in a
better way than at present ?

Shri Harendra I:Iath Talukdar, (Minister! = That I cannot
say.

 Shri Jagannath Sinha g— Will the Minister take steps to

look into it ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar. (Minister) s— School Boards
are there to look after that.

Aues @ =zA:— bfz fae1a F9 [RETE (BRI A=Fe 53w
Wr# 61z 33613 3G md algs @b §f@ C5ies | 45 piE =FAfq
(S(9% A3ra fag Go) Mmas (ae« Mamonia) Cofes | fag 13113
57 3819 s v’y wygqls @Iz (ereqrd Co§rmiad vz A
a8 | fa 57 @5 A13g 33 FF A6 AYse MBS 2 ¢
G1% Mfel) faayia s13 @9 gaz @faws 9= |

FzTam1 Wi s— @305] (3R H1A ) AT 2 37 $I ) AT
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Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Under the Plantation Labour Act
and rules thereto it is the legal responsibility of the
management of tea gardens to provide education to the
children of the workers. In view of the fact that Govt.
has taken that responsibility in their hand, whether Govt.
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is thinking to put some cess on the management to im-

prove the existing condition of the schools in the tea

gardens ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) :— That is a new
question again.

Dups x5 i— {2YF 517 Al fage el Fai s
g cera GIFIC YW AW (IS B 4lisNl AR Tl
watq ] ©ifarg ?

RQsraeq arg @G T GB0E] Sifears ©ige Wi g e (Aaiw
sy | b1z i3 e @b 573 #a) am |
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RAoraeg are SIAATT §— (17 ITT Al 49 ALe 3¢¢ 47 |

Shri Jagannath Sinha :— Before the schools of tea gardens
in Sibsagar and Cachar werc taken over by the Govt.
the existing Inspsctorate used to inspect the functioning

of the schools, of the village areas only, now after taking

over the garden schools workload of those Inspectors have
increased like anything and as a result they are not in a

position to look after the propesr functioning of all the
schools. So. whether the Govt. is thinking to increase
the number of Inspectors 9

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, (Minister) 3— Yes. There is
such a proposal under consideration,

—fa8 AT WS’ G (B1AR foA1ANT @wis-—
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Shri Md. Umaraddin :— Sir, may I know from the hon’ble
Minister how many elephants are maintained by the Gov-
ernment in the Manas Sanctuary.

Shri P. Gogoi (Minister) :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, the eleph-
ants are maintained in the Manas Sanctuary but these are
not for protection but for the visitors who want to g0
round the Sanctuary.

Undisposed Questions dt. 7-12-73
Re : REVENUE DERIVED FROM  FISHERIES
Shri Ataur. Rahman asked 3
#308. Will the Minister, Fishery be pleased to State—

(a)- The year-wise and Subdivision wise revenue derived
from fisheries in 1970-71, = 1971-72, 1972-73 ¢

(b) Whether there has been a ‘general decline in the
amount of revenue ?
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(e) If so, the reason thereof ?
Shri Upen Das (Minister, Fishery) replied :
208. (a)—A statement is placed on the Table of the House,
(b)—No. (c)—Does pot arise.

Re : SUBDIVISIONAL OFFICER, ELECTRICITY, SARBHOG.

Shrimati Pranita Talukdar asked :

*909. Will the Minister, Electricity be pleased to State—
(a) When the Office of Subdivisional Officer, Electricity, Sarbhd
was shifted to its present building ?
(b) Whether rent of the building has been regulary paid to its owne

Shri Mahammad Idris (Minister, Power Electricity) replied :

209. (a)—The building has bzen occupied with effect from 18-5-72.
(b)—House rent has nct been paid so far. 5

Re: MASTER PLANS FOR DISTRICT AND DIVISIONAL HE 4
QUARTERS

Shri Abdul Mugqtadir Choudhury asked :

*210. - Will the Minister, Municipal Administration be pleased to stat;
(a) The number of town in the District head quarters and Subd
sional headquarters for which master plan has been taken wup |
completed ?

(b) Whether there was apny proposal for preparation of Master H
for Karimganj town ?
(¢) If su, the steps taken by Governments in this regard ?
(d) The basis for selection of towns for preparation of Master F
in the state ?
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minisier) Municipal Admintstration, Town
Country Planning) replied ¢
210. (a)—Preparation of Master Pian completed—
For (1) District Head Quarter Town—35
(2) Subdivision | Head Quarter Town—|
Preparation of Masier Plan taken up—
For 1. District Head Quarter Town—I1.
2. Subdivisional Head Quarter Town—1
(b)—No.
(c)—Does not arises
(d)—Economy is the basis of considertion.




* Question and Answers 1973

—fa: oG ﬁmm 39 f%\?‘rsﬁ FE—

s eFS] 31T fyg ¢
#9y %1 ANy W RSt 3@ AHRT wats 3fa SATI—

(3 e - far1t 261 AIGRE ¥F BIAT ST (I q‘at‘r ‘
fRE = 3. BT P W@ Ag@rag (Permit) fe g -
&) = g g A TW %an‘c%i f?am?ﬁ FPw3 wiA feiw fesmd
CETHtg s zE fE

) 3 23, @B 3 Bar 133 fcfiss w‘m 41 29, wrF @3 fﬁ%m

faqi Ate Al Cere cafe 9 afe Cots, B WA fe e '
qaafaqf “t2ef (@ fasﬁa 7)) dl 8&§3 fare = o

31 (8)—f€533m5 fomta a5 AingA  wHIX BIBTEA at%r“iﬁ e
B FraradTs ¥ I R Sl wam arcm' ws’smﬁw
Fiqee GyestoE faln o3 :
(=3 fagplz B3 Argradrs faf@ f!srca it K23 za
()—pox fefg? Baad fan flfvs fagarganz swE A 99 ¢
fafas 5ot sy 24 fagan wRarars (e aafa @@ ag—
(3) cafed @it A GG A AR fqal 73 cofen 3qe
afe gaizy SgI w@I 5B AT fF@E BS1TET Wi F31 o7
| wirE gtfaw sa fway 13 gen f3fBa e aa fraa fwq 4147 391 29 ;
Y cafem T FoF @I JU AN AT W wal o7 cefem
%51 Amtx wata fergs bab ey ¥ 29 | mfim &1 1739 faq13
 stew fafEa Bl &T mad o 410 39 23 w1% Fo AN 097 (B1E1T
Br06 gNE wiNce 38 faf@d Han®l @wre 2929 ;

(9} cafeR (FRT A GGISLE (g HAIT ITC3 ARG fog) og
sfon 2fs 353 Waada AYFTy 31 A0S Afe gN13T WY'3 YA
51781 snta faf@s Wam 331 231 @ax 353w {raasia) 22w 12'wa
faa sifaqg gm fraa foa a1l 231 23 w1 ©I1T F54 AT @R
fergagz @n fred fra afe 3e3a wIsfices o147 #a1 33 )

—f AR g 1Tqﬂ13‘l—~ |

Ygororioner s Fany Y

B @A G Re I arericy wqarE I Gtara—
() offie @A C& AN AT MMy AwAA AR cmsfc

°




1973 Questions and Answers 51

: Q3| ABAATT, AN AT IAA @IFR FAR ARG HfoAB
! .

i afatg 9
|

|

@) @3 @Y A9 arAe wfedy ARFED By F73rE7 fwal cofea
afs 9 ‘

(o) afi faml 2afeer, f3f® =1 W@l Cofes 19es 2

RAaqrawg oo (atws fasieg sq)a ©&1 firs ¢

3591 (F)—>eg B =fagla |

(4) = () — g AN BF@ ANG (gidre WA AfIAEIE
qify @=fs I f?s:nqs?lafh O3 =% 1313 Flax e ezfe |
&3 A sg €000 B&l %36 (3fgs | NEFAIfYsIfed  #lreifas
(Grautuitous Relief) #tzrar, 3fa11 fyeas. s agd (Seed
grant) % AFVHIYAS ABIAT (Test Relief grant) [a=3q =f3-

&

g fegl Corg

Re: DAMAGE CAUSED BY FLOOD
Shri Mathias Tudu asked :
*213. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that flood of 13th
and 14th October of this year caused heavy damage in
the Gossaigaon and Golakganj area in the District of
Goalpara ?

(b) If so, the steps taken by Government to rehabilitate
the flood affected people of these areas ?

(c) ‘Whether any assessment was made of the damages
and loss caused by these floods ¢

(d) If so, what s 'the extent of damages and loss ?

[ ]
(!
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Shrs Paramanda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) replied:

213. (a)—Yes, considerable damages have been caused by
the said flood in these areas.
(b)>—30 Dbags of atta and 10 bags of rice were distri-
buted among the affected people as Gratuitous Relief.
Some Test Relief schemes have also been selected for
execution in these areas for relieving the distress of the
affected people.
(c)— Yes.
(d)—Damages caused in this flood in these areas are as
follows :— '

1. Villages :ffected 8 4

Families affected 3846

Cropped area damaged 86176 Bighas

24
3
4. Houses (including eroced houses) damaged 947
5. Loss of cattle 801

Re : HOUSING TENEMENTS AT MALIGAON

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

« 214. Will the Minister, Housing be pleased to state——

(a) Whether the housing tenements of Maligaon, Gauhati
have been allowed to be occupied by the Military ¢

(b) If so, whether Military is admissible to stay in tene -
ments built for the use of the Industria] workers 9

(e) If not, why this has been rented out and what is
the rent per month collected from the Military ?
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Re: DAMAGE CAUSED BY FLOOD

‘ '/ Shri Mathias Tudu asked :

+ *213. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is aware that flood of 13th

and 14th October of this year caused heavy damage in

the Gossaigaon and Golakganj area in the District of
Goalpara ?

(b) If so, the steps taken by Government to rehabilitate
the flood affected people of these areas ?

(c) Whether any assessment was made of the damages
and loss caused by these floods 9

(d) If so, what is ‘the extent of damages and loss ?
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Shrs Paramanda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) replied:

213. (a)—Yes, considerable damages have beeu caused by
the said flood in these areas.
(by—30 bags of atta and 10 bags of rice were distri-
buted among the affected people as Gratuitous Relief.
Some Test Relief schemes have also been selected for
execution in these areas for relicving the distress of the
affected people.
(c)— Yes.
(d)—Damages caused in this flood in these areas are as
follows :—

1. Villages . ffected 8 4
Families affected 3846

Cropped area damaged 86176 Bighas

Houses (including eroded houses) damaged 947
Loss. of cattle 801

AT S

Re : HOUSING TENEMENTS AT MALIGAON

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

« 214, Will the Minister, Housing be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the housing tenements of Maligaon, Gauhati
have been allowed to be occupied by the Military »

(b) If so, whether Military is admissible to stay in tene-
ments built for the use of the Industrial workers ¢

(e) If not, why this has been rented out and what is
the rent per month collected from the Military ?
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o Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Town and Country Plan-
‘ ning) replied :

b LS T

241. (a)— Yes.
{b)—No.

(c'—In 1959 the Military authority requested for allowin
them to use these tenements on a temporary basis an
so they were allowed to occupy.

Rent is fixed at Rs! 21.25P. m. per tenement.
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Re: BLOCK DEVELOPMENT 'OFFICER
hri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

*216. Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there were serious allegation
& departmental proceedings were drawn up against former
Block Development Officer of Sibsagar Development Block ?
'b) If so, whether it is a fact that the said Officer was
promoted to higher post bypassing all the allegations
and enquiries ?

(c) If so, what were the allegati 'ns and departmental pro-
ceedings against the said Officer ¢

ari Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat & Comn&unity
Development) replied :

216. (a)— Yes, but no departmental proce:dings was dr
up.

(b)—After enquiry, it was found that the allegations were
baseless and hence the Officer was promoted.

awn

(©)—The allegations were of various nature such as
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oy diversion of funds from one head to another without prior
permission for not observing normal procedure while dis-
- posing of the block materials, etc.

Re: MAXIMUM LIMIT OF INCOME

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked:

#217. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Maximum limit of in-
come of parents or students has been fixed at Rs.3,600
per annum for the purpose of awarding - stipends to low-
income group students ?

(b) If so, when this limit was fixed ¢

(c) Whether Government is aware that the price index has
gone very high since the time when this maximum limit
was fixed ?

(d) If so, whether Government propose to revise the limit
immediately ¢

Shri Harendra Nath TalLukdar (Minister, Education) replied:
217. (a)—The income limit for the purpose of award of
post-matric scholarship to the Low Income group of sti
pends is Rs. 2,000 per annum for general course and Rs.2,
400 per annum, for technical and medical course, under
the scheme “Means cum Merit Scholarships”. the income

limit of parents/Guardians is however fixed at Rs. 3,600
per annum.

(b)—The income limit for low-income group students was
fixed during 1962-63.
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(c)—Yes. e

(d'—The matter has been referred to the Government of
India for raising the incom: limit from Rs.2,000 to Rs.
4.000 per annum for general course and Rs.2,400 to Rs.4.

500 per annum for technical/medical course in October,
19732

Re: I. T. I. SREEKONA
Shri Jagannath Sinha askeds {
=218. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the examination of the stu-

dents of the LT I. Sreekona was held from the 4th July &
to 10th July 1973 ¢

(b) If so, whether the result of the said examination has
been announced ¢

(c) If not, the reasons thereof ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour) replied: ¥
218. (a;—Yes.
(b)— Yes.

(c)—Does not arise.

Res SUPPLY OF BLACK BOARDS, MAPS AND
GLOBES

Shri Abdul Mugtadir Choudhury asked:
+219. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that one Promode Kumar Sharma

B T




1973 Questions and Answers 57

of Rehabari, Gauhati is the sole supplier of black-Boards,

maps and globes etc. for elementary schools. ?

_ED 4

(b _Whether it is a.fact that almost all the black-boards
supplied to Regional Board for Elementary Education, Kar-

m—— e ol

imganj -have been rejected by the inspecting - committee

and is lying in the said office for a long-time ?

(c» Whether it is also a fact that although the quotations
of Shri P.K. Sharma is not the lowest in comparison with
others Shri Sharma got preference over others in getting
the contract for supply of those articles in the elementary
: 7 schools in-the State ?

- (d) If so, total amount SO far . paid to. Shri P K. Sharma
from Elementary Boards fund during the last five years ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of ‘State Education) replied:

219. (a)—No.
(b)—No.
(c)—No.

(d)—Does not arise.
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Re: LAND 'FOR E.S.I. HOSPITAL
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked:

«221. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(ar Whether it is a fact that Government has failed to pro-
vide necessary land to E. S. I. authorites to construct its
own Hospital at Gauhati and Tinsukia ?

(b) If so, when the Government will provide the necess-
ary land to the E. S.I. authorities ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister Health) replied:
221. (a;— Yes, it has not been possible to provide suitable

- Government land for construction of E.S.I. Hospital at
at Gauhati and Tinsukia. Government, however, have arr-
anged to purchase a plot of land measuring 12 Bighas
from Tinsukia Development authority for construction of
E. S. I. Hospital at Tinsukia For Gauhati, land will have
to be acquired from private person for which the local
E. S. I committee has been requested to select a suilable
plot of land.

(b)—For Tinsukia, the land is €xpected to be purchased

S
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within this ‘year. For Gauhati any time limit cannot be
definitely given.
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Re SIBSAGAR SUBDIVISIONAL LIBRARY BUILD

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked:
x223. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Government is aware that inspite of re-

ve
peated requests from the donors, the Government ha

not formally taken over the Sibsagar Subdivisiqnal Libr-
ary building ¢
(b) The reasons thereof ;

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education replied:

223. (@a)—Government in the Education Department is not
aware about such request from the donors nor there is
any such proposal pending ‘in the Department for taking

over of the K. P. M. Hall by the Government.
(b)—Does not arise.

Re ASSAM MEDICAL COLLEGE
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked:
#224  Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a: Whether it is a fact that Government of India have
offered a sum of Rs. 10,00,000 for extension of the Assam
Medical College on the advice of the All India Medical
Board ¢

(b) If so, how the amount has been utilised ?

{c) Whether any extension works have been done in the
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e Assam Medical college ¢
(d) If not, the reasons thereof
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied:
224. (a)—No. But Government of India had approved a
Scheme under the 4th Five-year FPlan for upgrading the
Department of Surgery at- Assam Medical College, Dibru
garh at a cost not exceeding Rs. 10 lakhs.
- 1.(b), (¢cy and (d)—Necessary scheme was prepared and sent
-~ to Government: of India - When the Scheme was about to
..be sanctioned, a letter, dated 26th February 1973 was rece-
ived from the Government of India containing instructions
P that in respect of those Departments which were appro-
ved by Government of India for upgradation but could
not be sanctioned, such“Department should not be upgra-
. ded. The scheme could not therefore be sanctioned.

UNSTARED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Date : 7th e her  197°
Re . ASSAM AND MIGHALAYA STATE RCAD
TRAN PORT CORPORATION

Shri Jagannath “inha asked :
20. Will the Minister. Transport be pleased to state--

The total number of employees serving under the Assam

= ®
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and Meghalaya State Road Transport Corporation who
are under suspension with the date of their

together with the names of the employees ¢

suspension

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Transport) replied
20.— A list of employees under suspension as on [5th

November 1973 as per record of Head Office is placed

on the Table of the House. Employees are normally sus-

pended from Head Office but sometimes it becomes nece-
ssary for the District Officers also to suspend the lower
level employees though' such occasions are rare. Record

of suspended employees at District level are being colle-
ct d.
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) :— Sir, T have some

in.ormation and if you permit me I can submit this.
Sir, There exists a long land dispute between a section
of people and Ex-tea garden labourers of Chargola T E

at Khilarbond under Ratabari P. S. The situation takes
a serious turn over harvesting of paddy from the dispu-
ted land. It is reported that one Shri Bogue Cour with
3 Chakma labourers started hariesting on the disputed
land on 4.12.73 morning at about 8 hours. This action of
Shri Gour was protested by Shri Rashid Ali who claimed
that he had really raised the crops. As a result, scuffle occ
ured and then fire broke out in the house of Shri Pogue
Gour whereupon he raised alarm by ringing bell Then about
100 Ex tea garden labourers armed with Daos and other
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weapons_rushed to the place of occurence ar d attacked the
village of their opponent and set fire to the houses. In
course of the attack 13 persons including Rashid Ali
received injuries. Rashid Ali succumbed to injuries on
way to hospital while 8 persons were hospitalised and 5
discharged after first aid.

All together 23 thatched houses including a small
thatched prayer house were gutted and loss of properties
was valued at 'Rs. 10,000/- approximately. Bagua Gour,
whose house was gutted sustained a loss of about Rs.500/-.
In this connection on the complaint of one Taizur Rahman
case No 4( 2)73 ws 147/148/149/436/IPC was registered
at Ratabari P. S. and during investigation 15 ex tea garden
labourers have been arrested. The nature of injuries suff-
ered by the assailants is not precisely known. Relief has
been given to the victims. Prohibitory orders u/s 144
Cr P.C. has been promulgated in the -area from, 1800
hourse the same day. The D C and S P visied the spot.
So far no further repercussion ;eported. Further investi-
gation into the incident is in progress. No repercussion
noticed in Cachar district till now. On rceipt of this in-
formation, D. 1. G. S. B. has alerted. all the districts in
Assam to take all precautionery measures to avert any
situation as a repercussion of this incident. There is a
small incident yesterday @ when the M N. Gupta Shield
Tournament was finished and the prize-distribution was on
at Silcha , a section of people started pelting stones at the
Police and the public. The Pollce had to lathi charge caus-
sing injuries to some people. Orders U/S. 144 Cr. P C.
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have been promulgated at 1915 hrs. Situation is under con-
trol and develoments are under close watch. Situation is
- reported to. be normal

PRIVILEGE MOTION®

Mr. Speaker :— Now next item. To-day there is a galore
of privilege motions. I have received as many as five
privilege motions. '

Number one has been notified by Shri Bishnu
Prasad, Minister of State against the Reporter and the
+Editor of Dainik Asom.

No. ‘2 has been notified by Shri Bishnu Prasad,

Minister of State against Shri Dulal Chandra® Barua,
M. L A.

No. 3 notice “is from Shri Dulal Chandra Barua
Jagainst the Minister, Law and ' Parliamentary Affairs, the
Special Secretary. Home and Political Deputy Secretary,
Home and the I. G. P.

The fourth ‘notice has been received from the Mini-
ster. Education against the Reporter and the ' Editor of
Dainik Asom

The fifth notice is from the Minister, "Education
against Shri Dulal Chandra Barua, M. L. A.

As per Rule 160 we can.only take one motion
in this sitting. But other members have also given notice
of to-day and the Session is going to be prorogued to-day-
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’ ‘?an,d these are gomg to ]g.pse Tﬁeref’ere, they w111 be req-
ulred to give fresh ‘notices  in the next sess1on '‘for" con-
sideration. I will relax ‘the apphcatlon of° RuIe 160" (1)
which requires that the matter must be of recent occurr-
ence, as thes notices. nhaie beeni given‘in time. Therefore,

_ to- -day I will request Shn Blshnu Prasad, Mlmster of State

a ~ s Mmoo T
to move his_ first motlon " ! (ERIE SR D2
217

Shr1 Syed Aihmed A11 *— In thlsl conneeuon may I Bfing
to your notice that although more than one motion can-
niot be' mo‘éed i one sittlﬂg, jou- in your discretion can
‘allow undér Rule 176.Rulé 176 sdys" “Notwithstanding
anything contained in these rules;’ ‘the Speaker may refer

(u5any. question ,of - priyi]ege'-tq the ‘Committee of Privileges
- fot examination, investigation. reports? -

Mr. Speaker :— I think that provision is taken  resoit to
when ‘the House is not in.Session. As.the. House is in
* Sessiohi I think ~the other provision 'sheuld .be :followed.

Shri Bishnii-Prasad :— ‘Sir, T may:be permitted to..-move
my second motion against Shri Dulal’ Chandra Barua.

Mr. Speaker :— No, You are to mowve,:the :first motion in

order of preference:- nE

- Shri Bishnu Prasad s— Sir, ur;d_er Rule 158 of the Rules

of Prdcedure and Conduct of Business of the Assam
Legislative Assembly. .I beg to_give notice  of Privilege
. Motion against the Reporter and EdltOl’ of the “‘Dainik
_ Asom” for pubhshmg a news item under the caption
‘Sadanat Mantru' Bnuddhe 'Abhijog” in ifs issue ‘of 6th

) December 1973 for* commlttmg “breac’h of pnvﬂege of

R e T S P DO
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Member and of the House on the following grounds :
That while participating in the No-Confidence
Motion Shri D. C. Barua made reference to some Minis-
ters who were reported to have inculged in corruption
without mentioning their names, as the allegations v ere
“general in character. But the Reporter and the Editor
deliberately mentioned my name as intended by Shri D.C.
Barua although there was no reason for such assumption.
Thus the reporter in collaboration with the Editor pub-
~ lished an incorrect version of. the proceedings of the
House deliberately, wilfully and knowingly with a view
to cast asperti{m on my 'integrity. The Reporter and
the Editor are, therefore, guilty of the breach of privil-
e e of the House as the comment concerned tbe perfor-
mance of the Members on the floor of the House.

e LA IR £ L e M AR (A IRCEIL S g Re )
ofp. frrg), —aan 2F) AT CNOF (B2 IHA fAFA ST
afeas (om0 @3 @ WS W awm IEe Sieye
53 Atu marme aNawwrd (Tl i@ @NfP oEm W #HBRE
A Wit (fum oH) A 2r) Waw, fie”
(Aeras afis wAY, AUSfA | FTEBT L1190 Sifiy asifde

e BE Febia . 035 Afateds 313 01)
Here the staff Reporter himself has admitted that no
name was mentioned by the hon. Member. Therefore,
under the circumstances, 1 beg to request you kindly to
take necessary steps in the matter.

Shri. Dulal Chahdra Barua :— Sir, my first point is that
the notice itself is defective ; it should have come under
Rule 159 and not under Rule 138.

= ®
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Shri Santi Ranjao Da: Gupta :— SlIr, Rule 159 refers to
a complaint by a Member

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — According to Rule 159 e
member wishing to make a complaint of a breach of
pfivilege shall give notice in writing to the Secretary be-
fore the commencement of the sitting on the day on
which it is proposed to be made. If the complamt 1s
founded upon a document the original thereof shall acco-
mpany the notice.’ * Therefore, breach of prmlege is com-
mitted under  Rulé 158 and the notice is glven under
Rule 159 Therefore, 1t is defective.

My second pomt is—I am not gomg to mention
that part of the report which mentions the name—about
the news item. Accordmg to Koul’s Parlimentary Prac-
tice, page 246—Premature Publication of various oiher
matters connected with the Business of the House Acc-
ording to the parliamentary “practice, usage and conven
“tion, it is improper, although technically not a breach of
pri'vileg'c or contemrt of the House, to give for any rea-
son premature publicity in the Press to notices of ques-
tions, adjournment motions, 'resolutions answers to que-
stions and other similar mafters connected with the busi
ness of the House. If this takes place, the Speaker may
express his displeasure against the rerson responsible for
it. The following are the instances of such improprie
ties and breaches of conventions - 2 Here there may
be some exaggerations but the point is that we have all-
owed the Press to come here and cover the proceedings,
and that portion of the speech connected 'with this matter
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was not expunged by the Chiar. Therefore. the Press is
en itled ‘to publish: the proceedings. I am not talking ™ of |
that part of the report which mentions the name, and I
do not know how they knew the name. Now, Sir, there
are ‘some restrictions given in the May’s Parliamentary
Practice, pege [19. Formerly they said that no convention
was there to take publication as a breach of privilege.

.:1.3 -

But by the ancient custom of Parliament ‘no
act done at any Committee. should be divulged before
| : the same be reported to the House”. So, sir, I do not
F“;“;‘f':}‘ understand how this question of breach of privilege will
L arise here. Sir, my point is that this was discussed in
| the House and the Hon’ble Minister himself has mad
| S5 his nmame known and when the matter was not expunge
with the permission of the Chair, the actual proceedings
of the House has come out in'the Newspaper. Therefore
the question of breach of privilege against the Editor
Publisher and Reporter of the Newspaper does not arise
Sir, then the Minister has also used the word ¢ damn-lie
E which is also unparliamentary. and the same has als

come out in the newspaper. Later on, of course. he ha
changed the same. Therefore the question of partialit

does not arise here. .Sir, then these reporters were allo

wed by the Assembly to cover the proceedings of th
House. So, they have published the proceedings of th
House. The question of exaggeration does not arise an

I need not mention the same thing.

‘Mr. Speaker :— That is also unparliamentary: You nee
‘not say anything which was not discussed on that day.

=
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— 8ir, I am sorry, as I have
developed a chronic habit of speaking. It is my mistake
and 1 agree to this. Then sir, I will come to other point.
Here in May’s Parliamentary Parctice, it has been stated
that “that the evidence taken by any Select Committee
of this House, and the documents presented to such com-
mittee, and which have not been reported to the House,
ought not to be published by any member of the Com-
mittee or by any other person”.

Mr. Speaker :— Mr. Barua, his point is that his name was

mentioned.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 3— Sir, I am not going to say
anything on that part of the report where his name is con-
cerned. So. sir. according to me the question of partiality
does mot arise here. They have published the actual pro-
ceedings of the House. They have not mentioned any
thing which was not practically in the proceedings of the
House. Therefore, the question of breach of privilege aga-
inst them does not come at all.

siTara SIZ@71A8— TiFANY =41 qr3tey, wifs fGe) @98 o (F1T Sy
23] @wd & wfw A2 Yy WAy A0 AR W qwq)
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falgsl (A2 3¢5 R foan ww 3z afofgs | 2@ 3309 @55,
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Fefefsy o3 feqa Avte w%) Wafz | fam rEIE ©h) ﬂ'ﬁn;n
dsfa Fvee (wlg | MA ameE, AFTH (gl AAZ @3 Wr'éj
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Shri Mal Chandra Pegu :— Sir, may I take part in the dis

< . cussion on the questionof the admissibility of the breach
of privilege. Sir. what is t e breach of privilege, that ig

to be decided by the House with your permission. Sir.

from page 2 9 of Kaul's Parliamentary Practice we find

that “Parliament and State Legislatures possess not only

!y . the power to runish for contempt but have also the
7/ right for themselves what is contempt or what is not,
as without this the privilege of punishing for contempt

would be worthles . So, sir. it is up to the House to

decide whether this publication against the Minister has

_ become a breach of privilege or not. Sir, that is up to

the House to decide. Sir, so far I understand the pur-

pose of this publication is to malign the present minjs-

o1 try & to lower the prestige of the Minister concerned.

’/ As such the publisher, editor and reporter have commj-

/, tted thc breach of privilege of the House. So, sir, this
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matter may be referred to the Privilege Committee.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) — Sir, first of all, I would
like to mention the distinction between Rules 158,159 and
161.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed :— Sir there is a point of order.
I am not very much concerned about it. But I want
to know whether the member of the Privilege Committee
can participate in the discussion when a notice of a pri-
vliege motion is being dicussed in the House ? That is
my question.

Mr. Speaker :— But he is participating in the capacity of

the Minister, Parliamentary Affairs.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— But, sir, he is a member of
the Privilege Committee.

Mr. Speaker — He is participating in the capacity of Mini-
ster for Parliamentary Affairs. To-day is the galore of
privilege motions. Previously also he participated in the
discussion of privilege motion. Therefore, 1 allow him
and practically the House has allowed him.

Shri Dulal® Chancra Barua s— Another clarification’ Sir. If
there is privilege . motion against him whether. he will be
allowed to participate ?

Mr 5peaker — That is a different matter. ““hen it comes
1 will see then
Shri Giasudcin Ahmed :— Apgther clarification Sir, Whe

ther other members of the Privilege .Committee can also
participate in this discussion 9
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Mr. Speaker ;— That is up to them I eannot ask them.

Shri' S. ‘Ahmad ~Ali, (Minister) := Sir, you-have given/your
ruling to' the point order raised by Shri Giasuddin Ahmed.
I 1ave therefore; no comment. Otherwise I have said
that he is totally wrong. Sir.:Rule 158 is.a general rule
for seeking -permission  to, move the privilege motion and
other rules are - subsidiaries to:Rule 158. This wil be
evident from Rule. The hon’ble. member Shri Barua said
that hon’blé: Minister should have brought the privilege
motion under' Rule 159. Rule 161 says “If the Speaker
gives his consent under rule: 158, the member making the
complaint shall, after questi ons; and before the list of bus-

iness'is ‘entered -upon read his complaint and may make

a short statement relevant: thereto. If  the complaint is
founded upon a' document ‘it shall be ‘read by the mem-
ber complaininig or. if so «directed by the Speaker... >

 That is, the document smentioned in 159. So Sir, the main
rule is '15g. (Voice from the Opposition :is it the consent
of the Speaker). ' Yes, please hear first. In Rule 161 it
‘has been clearly’ stated if the Speaker gives the comsent
under Rule 158 then' the  member will read out his notice
and the document.

As - regards the brief explanation given by Mr.
Barua against the admi sibility of the motion I want to
quote: one ruling. The Hon’ble member has said that the
reporter or publisher correctly reported the - proceedings
of the House and that there will -be no breach of pri-
'vilege. 'On this account Sir, I quote a ruling at page

154 Moore’s Practice and Procedure of Indian Parliament.

Ny £
6"% q

<




g0 - Privilegé - Motioii 7th December

[N Y N

At-Paragraph ‘2 of the shid page it is statedATHS pub-
lisher +of words:spokéft in. the Bsitish : Parliament enjoyed
‘4 ‘qualified privilegé. Suck a miblisher. is protected if, the
- whole ﬂeb‘at;ew.xisu'ptiblishé_dz -ot a fair and .faithful account
of the debaté is published. Such publication is _protected
by the saiiie ‘Priticiple as -that : which protects.fair- Teparts
of proceedings i courts ofjustice; ‘hamely,. that the adv
antags to the public: négativds ‘the preSumption of malice
 and “outweighs any disaivantage to -individials”. But if
' 'the -publication is twisted or attributed to maliea, in that
- chseiahie publisher. of ‘reporter or-t ¢ editor ::dannot be
-protedted’ usdds 'the rule.. titfere the :pliblicatior: -as  alle-
"ged’'by the Hen'ble Minister; is twisted: because: the. fep- -
oftet or the publisher-or the -editor has .twisted the pro-
céedings.” The hod’ble ‘member didot. mention. the name
of the "Mimister /but.-the' editoi: orthe -feporter --or -the
- publisher méde’ tomment and: attribiited some maligg: by
' mentioching ‘@hewl%ﬁmsggr's pame- in the publication.: That _ &s

is 'the whole thing. - It+is.not coerectly published There-
- for., 8ir, 1. submit thag it

——

is a.fit case to be . referred
to the Privilege Comumiittee: for - report |
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Sir, may I make oné sibmi
ssioh. The Miuister ha§ Btated thét Rule 1
under Rule 1584 member make complaint.
* mission is* involved in Rule 156. But the complgint has
- to ‘be lodged uhder Rule 159. Riile 158 speaks ‘about
the conserit of the ‘Bpeaker: Another thing. . as. I-have
said, though I did ndt mention the narme of the Mitiister,
but the Minister himself: ‘made - his ‘hasie ~-inentibhed.

%1 says that
Sir, your per-

. T
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Therefore, there cannot. be the question of privilege.

Mr. Speaker -— Cnly one objection is there raised by Shri
Dulal Chandra Barua and that is about Rule 159. T
think, it doesnot make difference. The basic right of a
member to move a privilege motion is under Rule 158.
Rule 159 gives the detaild. procedure only Therefore, I
rule out the objection that the privilege motion has not
been moved under Rule 159. Generaly, when the Spea-
ker finds a prima facie case he refers it to the Privilege
Committee. When I have accepted the Privilege Motion
I do not want to give the details since it may rrejudice
the Privilege Committee. If I would have rejected it, in
that case I would "have given tle reasons in details. In
this House several cases have been referred to the Pri-
vilege Ccmmittee. In this connection I must like to
mention the name of a book, but I do not remember
it exactly. Perhaps somebody from U.K. has written in
that book that newspapzrs are there, th:y will criticise
the legislators. It is up to the legislators to ignore them
Ofcourse. [ am not passing any remarks against the mover
of the motion. I cannot quote bis name, but as I said
he is trom U. K. Legilators will be criticised and if in
every case a notice is given then it w il be u manageable.

As I said. I find here a prima facie case and I
refer it to the Privilege Committee to report by 3lst Jan-
unary, 1974

Now the Chief Minister will make a statement and
thereafter my ruling. In that case i think, the House may

~— - N /s
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have to sit a little Tonger  ("Voice from ‘the Opposition ;

; Y -
Nor Sir we want to go ). How long you will take ¢ i
Statement by the Chief Minister
Shri S. C. Sinha (Chief Minister)!—TI will not take much time Sir.

Sir, I wanted to make a statement yesterday on
the shifting of the Capital.

Dispur, the site of the purely temporary Capital &:
of Assam bas an area of about 389.34 bighas, of which 5""

273 bighas were obtained from Gauhati Development Au-

thority. Gauhati Development Authority purchased this
land with loan assistance for the State Government. And

116.34 bighas have been acquired. As they were readily
available for the consturction of the temporary Capital,

they were selected. There were two Warehouses, with

floor area of about 32 800 sq. ft.. which are being utili-

sed as the Assembly House and the Assembly Secretariat e
after some modifcations.

The P.W.D. (R & Bi, the T wn and Country Plan-
ning and the Public Health Engineering Departments pre- ’
pared the Plan and Estimated for the construction of essen ‘
tial buildings like Secretariat. Assembly and connected
residential buildings. Immediately, the work for the pre-
paration of Plans, Designs, Estimates etc. were started and »
the requried materials collected. The other connected de-

partmerts were also pressed into service.
The Master Plan prepared for the temporary
S f‘ L1 V]
@ »
’ , BN
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capital site, including the architectural design, has been
based on the following main functional areas :

I. Office Complex area.

II. Residential areas for the Government emplo-
yees.
III. Community facility areas, such as parks,
secondary and nursery schools, play grounds
etc.

IV. Shopping and commercial areas.

}/ The execution of the Master Plan have been divi-

ded into phases as below g—

- 1. Office complex area i. e. the Assembly and the
Secretariat Buildings occupy an area of about 123.92 big- °
has or 41.03 acres of which about 12.4 acres is being
taken up by the actual Office: buildings, about 19.5 acres
for car and cycle parkings, lanes, footpaths and ornamen-
tal gardens and about 9.1 acres for future expansion of

2 3 the office buildings.
2 Residential Areas—An area of about 164.2 bighas
or 54 acres have been earmarked for residential uses in the
Master Plan. The percentage of residential land wuse to
i the total area is about 42.1
! In the first phase plan about 1007 bighas of
land have been utilised for residential uses for an estima-
ted population of about 3500 persons. In the second and
the third phase, the residential areas accupy a total of
about 64 bighas. The third phase residential area is

E e ®
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being exclusively reserved for M I..A.'s residences. ;
The Assam Secrtareiat complex = consisting of 8 <

buildings covering 1,39,500 sq. ft. The total unit of re-

sidential quarters (excluding M.L.A’s. Hostel) in the first

phase is 821. The total number of quarters to be cons-

tructed has been raised to 1191 including M.L.As Hostel.

These are 'to be constructed and completed in rhases.
In accordance with plan and programme the cons-

truction of Assembly Secretariat Assembly House and

some residential buildings have been completed in record time &
enabling to hold the State Assembly for the first time at Dis- £33
pur with effect from 16.3.73. A week earlier, the shifing of y

the Secretariat, Assembly to Dispur was completed. Du-
ring the period of 'the first two ‘Sessions of ‘the Assém-
bly at Dispur. some skeleton staff of the Assam Secre-

tariat also ‘worked temporarily at Dispur for ' efficient
working of the

administration during Assembly ‘Se-
ssions.

The process of shifting of the Secretariat depart- £
ments from Shilliong, however. started soon after the par-
tial completion of two Secretariat Blocks viz. Block A’
and ‘C’. The Seceretariat Departmets so far moved per-
manently are as below:—

1. Chief Minister’s Sect.

o0

on 2.10.73 in Block ‘A’
2. Law Department : 0. 2.10.73 in Block C’
3. P.W.D. (R&B) 2 on 25.10.73 .in Blec ‘D’ ‘}
4. Transport & Tourism * on 14.11.73 in Block ‘H’
)

-~

Education (General & PTM) : on 16.11.73 in Block ‘H’
™ v sn
¢ /il
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6. Health & Family Planning : on 18.11.73 in Block ‘A’

7. PW D. (FCID : It has been functioning at

Chandmari long since.

The skeleton staff of the following deptts. also
started functioning permanetly at Dispur along with the
commencement of the current Session of the Assembly.

Supply }
Cooperation
Sericulture & Weaving % C

Block ‘H’

T.A. & W.B.C

‘Excise

LT } Block ‘C
Veterinary

P & CD Depit. & C
Municipal Admn

\Ofi oo ~H Oy B s BT

~10. Town & Country Planving

II. Appointment Deptt.

-12. (Budget) Finance (Transla- Block ‘A’
tion Branch)

The skeleton staff so moved will

remain here
awaditing arrival of the main body soon.

The shifting of other Departments of the Assam
Secretariat to Dispur is in rapid progress.

Then, Sir, there is a lorg list of Heads of De-
partment offices which if read will take a long time and
therefore I am not reading that.

«Speech not corrected

-
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W  Ruling by the Speaker

Mr. Speaker ¢— Hon. Member. Shri Dulal Chandra Barua
tabled an adjournment motion on 23.11.73 to discuss the
circumstances "'of ‘the alleged starvation deaths that took

place in the district of Goalpara during the months of
October—November, {73.

In support of the motion Shri Baruah contended
that the subiect matter of the adjournment motion was
a definite matter of public importance and that it was

%g&f\' of recent occurence. It may be mentioned that while I
‘> agreed with the contention that the matter was of great
4 . public importance 1 had to intervene the Hon. Member
to ascertain the sources from which he got the informa-
tion about the alleged starvation deaths. Shri Baruah
in reply to my query said that the news of starvation
deaths was published in all the news papers and this was one
of the sources of his information. He further informed
\ me that he got written information from some Hon. Mem-
bers also He asserted that he was in possession of full
information of ‘the starvation deaths that took place in
different ‘areas of the district of Goalpara and that the
Government was written about this deaths. ‘

I reminced the Hon Member that according -
to the established parliamentary convention the mover of
an adjournment motion must possess full facts and authen.

tic information. ‘The Hon. Minister incharge of Parliamen-
tary - Affairs. stoutly . denied the Press report and said that
the Government had no information of starvation deaths,
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He further added that the Government had information
of deaths due to eating inedible in some places at Dhubri.
Opposing the motion. he referred to the observations made
in Kaul’s Practice and Procedure of Parliament at page 430
and the reference appeared to be quite relevant

When the Government denied the alleged starva-
tion deaths, I could not accept the sources of informa-
_tion of the Hon. | Member Shri Baruah as authentic ones 5
because it has been held that in cases where the Go:t. does
not admit the Press report, such newspaper report cannot
be accepted as authoritative for the purpose of an adjourn-
ment. motion. .Simi]arly,‘ private telegrams etc. also cannot
be aathoritative sources for an adjournment motion. In the
circumstances, I had to postpone consideration of the ad-
journment motion until, facts were available.

The Government in the Revenue Department vide
their-letter No. RGR. 415/73/7 dated 4th December, 1973
have intimated that no starvation death took place in
the district of Goalpara. The letier reads as follows :—

“With reference to the above, I am directed to
say that it has been ascertained from Deputy Commiss-
ioner, Goalara, Subdivisional Officer, Goalpara and Subdi-
visional Officer, Kokrajhar and found that no starvation
d?ath took place in their respective Subdivisions as alle-
‘ged by Shri Dulal Chandra, M.L.A. Deputy Commissio-

ner, Goalpara, however stated that he received reports
of some deaths due to eating inedibles. This may kindly

be submitted to the Hon. Speaker for necessary action.”
I quite see that the situation at the relevant period
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. in the district -of Goalpara was; not free from . scarcity
a\ and people might have resorted to eating inedibles. The
T Minister yesterday' clearly stated that there was no starva-
tion death and .enumerated the steps - taken . to. eleviate
the situation. . But what is impeortant in deciding the ad-
missibility :of the Motion is whether the facts are dispu-
ted .or not In the instant case the facts are disputed by
Govti as such according to established parliamentary con
_vention, the Speaker is to accept the Govi. version.

Ini view of the above, I withhold myconsent to

the Adjournment Motion.

' Hon'ble Member, Shri R’ M Kouli has brought
a complaint of breach «f privilege against Shri Md.
- ‘Tdris, Minister-in Charge of Electricity and Power for co-
nsiting breach of'*Privilege of ‘he House by making an
alleged incorrect statement wilfully, deliberartely and know-
ingly while placing a statement along with the ‘Bill under
Rule-69 (1) of the Rules of Procedure relating to (i) In
'i 4 dian - Electricity (Assam Amendment: Bill, 1973 and (il
/ Tinsukia and Dibrugarh  Electric Supply Undertaking
(Acquisition) Bill, 1973.

According to Rule 160 (ii) the question of pri
vilege shall be restricted to a specific matter of recent
occurret:.ce. The Mover of the Motion, Shri Kouli and
Shri D. C. Barua however had not said anything with

/ regard  to this important point of acmissibility The Minis
a // ter of Parliamentary Affairs- however quoted observations
/ from the practice and procedure of Parliament by - Kaul
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(%6 show ‘that thé &t was 1op of retent: oceurrence.
-iHe méntionéd that''8 HbAths had eldpsed since 'plating

the stateméht and -duiing: this: period "one *1ong ;c;e“s‘sfgion
“of the Asséibly wwas also ovér 4nd “nothing: was raiSed
“Qiting that SeSsioh: THé therefort  subiittéd that the tha-
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‘réasons “fof ngt ralémé the “fsstié ééfrliér gy - that’ they
had received” numero‘u{s tefegrams’ only Tiow ifdrnditg them
- dbout the continustice of the ‘old fatdoof tariffi He there-
fore urged that the expression i‘recént’: should,ibe irter-

,dpreged(ﬂp relation - jothe . matter sought . to, be raised
.dn the . HousF
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. Point No. 1~Readmg the entn'e object of takmg

N ver tflese co’hcems it (cannot“be consi:i'uéd that the main
) purpose of '} the’ acqmsnhon whs o éﬁuéhse tatiff rates Wi h
' ASEB ratés.’ It diie of the objebts for whxch f find
o dél’mtte daté assdred H the ‘Stateiiedt. Hon. " Minis-

ter Ihbhat‘ge of Péflra%ﬂéniafry AfF#S said Mht  sibe

-the Stpréms - Coult’ éase “has ' pe"u*&tﬂé Tt wAs 8afé to
aintdin’ the ! sfafus-quo ‘i tatifr tiﬂ the - disposdi B the
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case. [ quite agree with him on this point. The con-"
tinuance of the old rate does not meanthat this would
not be changed in future and as such it ‘should not be
~ described as a false hope given by the Minister in the
statement:

Point No. 2 :— It has also been conténded by the Hon.
Member that the Department promulgated the Ordinances
on 27th Spetember, viz., twodays after the prorogation
of the House and this act of the Department has been
described as a' ‘“deliberate and serious erosion on the
rights and functions of thé ILegislaturé and a serious
bréach of its privileges” Tn this connection it may be
mentioned that under the Constitution thé Governor of
a State is empowered to promulgate’ an Ordinance if the
Legislative Assembly is not in ses ion and if he is sati-
sfied that circumstances exist which mnecessitatées such
promulgasion. Nobody including the Court can inquire
the subjective 'satisfaction or the sufficiency of the rea-
sons necessitating promulgation of Ordinance. 1t is a
fact that there was no session of the Assembly on 27th
September and' so the Ordinances were promulgated. It
was pen to the Hon Members of the House to table'
a res lution disappr ving the Ordinances when the Ordi-

~mances were ;placed cn the table «f the Eouse and in
the event of the adoption f the resolution, the Bills
would have aut: matically fallen through.

Point ' No. 3 :— As regards Civil Rulé No. 626/70 regard-
ing tariff  dispute, this case is on a specific issue which
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' concerns different authorities 'and 'iscentirely .irrelavant jto
. the question' of acquisition ' of ‘the undertakings: The sole
purpose of the Bill was to acquire the, Electric underta-
kings the case -which might stand on the way of: acqui-
sition was the Supreme Court case and accordingly the
case become relevant and was mentioned in the statem-
ent. Therefore ommission to mention the High Court
case cannot be a ground for a breach of privilege as
the House had nothing to do with the civil suit.

Point No. 4 :— In para 4 of the statement, it has been
alleged that the Minister has given an iecorrct statem-
ent deliberately about the estimated financial involvement

There is nothing in the statement tooO.

Point No. 5.:— In para five the hon. member has raised
two issues, while the first issue relates to Notice as.con-
templated under Section 6 of the Indian Elect. Act. 1910
the second issue relates to the nondisclcsure of full in-
formation as to the necessity of resorting to extraordin-
ary measures of an Ordinance. It has also;; been. conten-
ded that by with-holding such important information, the
Minister obstructed the House from discharging its fun-

ctions and thus committed < breach of Privilege of the
House.

In this connection it may be mentioned that the
Hon. member has not taken note of the privisions made
in the Act regarding Notice. There are two provisions
one general and the other specific in the Tinsukia and
Dibrugarh Electric: Supply Undertakings ( Acquisition )
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-Act, 1973. The general provision has been made in Sec-4

tion 18 which lays down the “‘effect of other law’’. Sim
ilarly, the sub-seci2) of Section 3, makes specific provi-
sions which supersedes all or any of the provisions of
the Electricity Act or the Electricity Supply Act. The
explanation also makes - the position aburdantly clear. Inf

o

view of these provisions. the first contention about notice
is not sustainable. As regards the mnecessity of resorting
to the alleged extraordinary measures of promulgating
Ordinance, it may be mentioned that the reasons ‘have
been mentioned in para 2,4, 5 6 and 9 of the State
ment.

From the above it will be abundantly clear that
the contention of the Hon. Member has not been coro-
borated by the contents of the :tatement and the Act
since passed by the House. The House is supreme to
decide whether certain law stould or should not be enac-
ted by the House. A law means the law of the Legi-
slature specifically authorises any other lay to supersede
the provisions of Section 3 to 18 other law will have
no competancy to over-ride the provisi n- of these secti.ms‘

The contentions of the hon. member therefore cannot b
accepted. The expressed provisions mace in this conn-
ection will supersede the provision made elsewhere

The House may treat the making of a delibera-
tely misleading statement as a breach of privilege or con-
tempt of the House. There seems to be no materials
in the statement which can substantiate that the Minis-
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ter mislead the House and acordingly I find that there
i no prima  facie case of breach of privilege.

Prorogation

Now, there js  an order from the Governor :
“In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) (a) of
Article 174 of the Constitution of India, as amended up-to-

date, 1 Lallan Prasad Singh, Governor of Assam hereby
PIorogue the Assam Le

gislative Assembly at the conclu-
sion of itg sitting on ¢

he 7th December, 1973.
The Houge Was then prorogued at 11.40 A.M.

H P. D. Baura—-
7-12:73.

Secy. Legislative Assembly Assam




