Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the first General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution of India

The Asscmbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 1-30 p.xm., on
Friday, the 21st March, 1952.

PrRESENT

The Hon’ble Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B. 1., Speaker, in the Chajr. the
ten Hon’ble Minister, two Deputy Ministers and seventy-nine Members, 2

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which Answers were 'aid on the table)

Road Communications in Sibsagar District
Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA asked:

4. (¢) Is Government aware that Ba}ighat over the Dikhu River at Nazira
is of importance for through communication ? '

(b) Is Government aware that the Bor Ali on the other side of Dikhu
connecting Nazira with Sibsagar viz Amgurighat bridge remains im passable for a
major part of the year specially during rains ? .

(c) Is Government aware that all road communications to
tali, Athkhel and some other Mouzas are to pass by this Ghat ?

(d) Is Government aware that there are a large number of tea ardensan
these Mouzas and all the road traffic of the gardens are to pass over the Ghat ;

(¢) Is Government aware of the importance of the Nazira town in Sih-
sagar district as a business centre ? :

(f) Isit a factthat the people of Nazira has bc‘ex} agitating for construc.
tion of a bridge there for the last few years by submitting petitions and w
upon deputations ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether any action has been
taken to remove this longfelt want of the people ?

(k) If so, what is that ?

() If not, why not ?

Nazira, Jok-

aiting

The Hon’ble Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA replied :

4. (a)—Yes.
(b)—This may be so.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Yes. : ; .
(e)—Yes. Nazira town is a growing business centre.
S )—Yes.

(¢2) & (h)—The Balighat Bridgc_ over Dikhu at Nazira has been proposed
for construction under “Development Scheme included in the Five Year Plan” at
an estimated cost of Rs.6,00,000.

({)=Does not arise.
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Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA : Will Government be p]’fiagcd
to state if there is any hope of the implementation of the “Five Year Plan®® i

The Hon’hle Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: No.

[21sT MAR.

I cannot say definite-
ly.
The Hon’hble

Shri RAM NATH DAS: It depends upon the availability of
the promised

grant from the Government of India,

Shri ANANDA
F4 Z12F Asia atq B
from the Governm
advance for prody

CHANDRA BEZBARUA : Sir, it appears like giving
(laughter). May I request the Government to take a loan
ent of India which the Government of India has promised to
ctive projects to implement this scheme 2

The Hon'hle Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: Itisa new question, Sir.
I want notice of it.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZEARUA : May T request Government
to take up Bor Ali from Local Board by the Public Works Department  for
Improvement, as it is the other only important road connecting Nazira, ?

The Hon’ble

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : That will be considered by
the Road Communica{jon Board, Sir.

Result of Election to the Assam Minority Commission and District
Minority Boards

<

The Hon
declared duly

1. Shri

’ble the SPEAKER

: The following hon. Members are hereby
elected to the Assam Minority Commission:

Akshay Kumar Das (from and by Members other than Muslims)

and
2. Maulavi Md. 1drig

.. So far elections to the District Minority Boards of Kamrup, Nowgong,
?’I}DS%M, Goalpara, Darrang, Lakhimpur and Cachar are concerned, I hereby
;_H 01”1“1 thé}t the nun_flber_ of candidates being equal to the number of vacancies,
Orat 1e District Mmonty Boards of Nowgong, Dan'zmg, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur
and Cachar, the fullowing candidates are hereby declared duly elected.

(from and by the Muslim Members.)

Nowgong
1. Maulavi Rahimudd;n Ahmed ;

2. Maulavi Faizuddin Ahmed Master, and
3. Maulavi Hafizuddin Ahmed.
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Darrang
0

1. Haji Nasimuddin Ahmed;
9. Maulavi Mahatab Ali and
3. Maulavi Mahammud Sayed.

Sthsagar
Maulavi Rukunuddin Ahmed ;

Maulavi Abdul Rejak ; and
. Maulavi Bakhadatulla.

[SCI SR

Lakhimpur

1. Maulavi Afazuddin Ahmed ;
2. Maulavi Mahamudul Hoque ; angd
3. Maulavi Saifuddin Ahmed.

Cachar

1. Maulavi Moinul Haque Choudhury, M. L. A.;

9. Maulana Abdul Jalil, M. L. A. and

3. Maulavi Jalaluddin Choudhury.

There will therefore be election only for the District Minority Boards of

Kamrup and Goalpara.

o-operative and Industrial Sections of the

Result of Election to the C
Board for Development

Assam Advisory

The Hown’ble the SPEAKER : For the Clo-operative and Industrial Sec-
tions of the Assam Advisory Board for Development, the following hon.

Members are hereby declared duly elected :—

Co-operative Section

Shri Sarveswar Borua.

Shri Gauri Sankar Roy ;
. Shri Mahadev Das; and
Shri Davidson Bhobora.

Industrial Section

?WM.—!

Shri Jogokanta Barua ;

. Shri Ram Prasad Choubey ;

_ Shri Kistobin Rymbai ; and

. Shri Jadab Chandra Khakhlari.

= DN
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRA'NT No. 2

(7.—Land Revenue)

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the re-
commendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 36,89,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the

year ending on 31st March, 1953 for the
administration of the head ““7—ILand Revenue”).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved : “That a sum not _exce-
eding Rs. 36,89,200 be granted to defray the charges which -will come in the
course of payment during

the year ending on 31st March, 1953 for the administra-
tion of the head ‘7—Land Revenue’.”

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DERKA: Mr. S
the total provision of Rs. 36,89
Revenue, at page 2 of the B
whole grant ol Rs.36,89,200 d

The object of my Cut Mo
ment’s Land Revenue policy.

Now, Sir, it appears from the Budget Memorandum that under the Head
Land Revenue, the amount of income is going down every year. It appears from
the Memorandum as follows -
Land Revenue—

1948-49—Ts. 1,67,52, 1949.50-T's. 1,71,38, 1950-51-Trs 1,8_9,64 (Actual)-

The Budget for 1951-52—Trs. 1,68,08, 1051-53—Trs. 67,78 (Revised), 1952-53.
Trs. 1,65,47.

Now, Sir, when

: We go to the expenditure side we find the expenditure increas-
ing. 'The figures are ag follows :—

Expenditure
Actual
1948—_@9, T'rs » I18. 27,40 ; 1950-51, Trs. 28,61; Budget 1951-325
Trs. 33,15 ; Revised 1951-52, Trs. 34,81 ; Budget 1952-53, Trs. 36,99,
So, Sir, when the re

. venue is going down every year, the ex enditure is going
'llp. Th.IS clcarly ShUWS, that REVD g Yy ] P g
interest in the

enue Department is not taking due and proper
matter,
I want to

refer to ansther most i
this :—*“Charges on account of S
study I give hel

,200 under grant No. 2, Major head—7.—Land
udget, be reduced by Re.1, i. ¢., the amount of the
o stand reduced by Re. 1.

tion is to raise a general discussion on the Govern-

portant item in the Budget and that is

S revenue collections.”” Sir, for a comparative
v ¢ lollowing table which will show the revenue collections
from the year 1948-49 uptil now, and the corresponding charges.
1‘?1%8-49. 1949-50. 1950-51. 1951-52. 1952-53.
. Sy Trs. Trs. Trs. Trs.
Ordinary Land 1,23 45 I
Revenue' J 1923:83 1,36,05. 1,26,4‘2 1,25,4’1 .
T"fl?l‘eLa"d Reves 167,528 Tim 1 65 6. 1,67,78.  1,65,47.

Charges on 6,14 - 6,90 7.39 8.97
account of land G 2
revenue collec-

tions.

8,58

peaker, Sir, I beg to move that’

a
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: : : high.
It will appear from the above table that collection charges are very
The total revenue collection for the year 1952-53 is estimated to be Rs.l,ﬁg,g:g,ggg
while the charges on account of this revenue collection are going up to Rs.8,98,
Sir, it is difficult for us to understand why it is so.

I come to another head—¢Settlement Operations”. Sir, hon. Members are
perhaps aware that from the year 1948-49 settlement operation 13 going on 11 t(.)ur
temporarily settled district up till now, but, Sir, since 1940 no settlement operation
was made in Gauhati Town, that is for the last 12 years the old settlement is going
on. As far as my information goes assessment statements had been su:t)mltte{j
to the Government before July 1951, but up till cow, no effect has been given al-
though all officers deputed for settlement operation arg sitting idle at Gauhati.
I do not understand why there has been so much delay in this important matter.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connection I want to bring to the notice .of the hon-
Members of this House that when a small town like Palashbari is paying Rs. 120
per bigha, the premier town of Assam i.e., Ganhati is paying only Rs. 5 per
bigha on average. Then again I should like to say that one gentleman of Gauhati
town in possession of 17 bighas of land in the heart of the town is exacting Rs. 900
as rent per year from the occupants of 30 Lechas of land for years.together. He
is also realising very high rate of rent from other occupants while he has been
paying Government only Rs. 85 as land revenue for 17 bighas of land since 1910
up till now. For the areas of 30 Lechas heis to pay only Rs. 3 to Government.
Revenue per bigha of trade site land in Gauhati is Rs. 30, whereas it 1s Rs. 120
per bigha in Palashbari, Rangiya town area though bz_tckward is to pay Rs. 30
per bigha since 1928. Sir, the old settlement of Gauhati town was made for an
area of only 1,800 bighas and out of this area half of the land belongs to the
intermediary settlement holders. These settlement holders are, as I have stared
above, realising exorbitant rate of rent from the occupants while they are paying
only a numinal rent to the Government.

Sit, in the assessment statement which has been submitted to the Govern-
ment, I am told, that in some cases the assessment is Rs.700 per blgh‘a. It may
be so. Under the Land Revenue Manual there is provision that half of the rent
valuation can be dssessed by Government. Sir, I know some persons who are hold-
ing large areas in the heart of the Gauhati town since 1910 on a nominal rate
of revenue to the Government, I also know that these people have submitted re-
presentations to the Government for reduction of land revenue which has been
assessed, but not yet given effect to. Again Sir, in other parts of the Kamrup
district people are paying in the rural area revenue to the extent of Rs. 2-4-9 pies
per head whereas the Gauhati people are paying only 3 annas per head. When peo-
ple of a place like Rangiya are paying Rs. 30 per bigha, Gauhati people are paying
only Rs. 5 per bigha. My submission before the House is that the Chief Minister
when he was in charge of Revenue portfolio, requisitioned 6 bighas of land from
the European Club at a cost of Rs. 1,68,000 for the High Court at Gauhati.
Originally that land was given to the European Club consisting of the Commis-
sioner of Division, Deputy Commissioner, Civil Surgeon and the Superintendent
of Police. As far as my knowledge goes, this beautiful plot of land situated on
the bank of the Bramaputra was scttled with the European Club without any
premium whatsoever, because before 1925 there was no practice of premium
This system was introduced only in 1925, Regarding Gauhati land, everyoné
who was in possession of a plot ofland for consecdtively for three years was
entitled to a patta. So this plot of land was also similarly settled with the
European Club practically without any investment from their side. Itis for this
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: i »xtent of
hy there has been such a big payment to the extent ¢
rRGSaS?nﬁggOJV?‘:fglgp?ot of land without having a thorough enquiry of origin
of ;Lhé sc,ttlement.

In the town of Gauhati, intermediaries are realising_from the people (tcnmllts)
to the extent of minimum Rs. 20 per katha and maximum Rs. 700 per katha.

Yet the Tenancy Act is lying idle in the hands of the G.vernment. The result
is that the intermediaries are filin

g a number of ejectment suits against the tenants.
Sir, the Assam Urban Areas Tenancy Bill was passed by the Assembly in 1953, blﬁ'
it is lying inactive as the consent of the Pr_esu_:lent has not been obtained. -
this Billhad not been passed, the intermediaries would not have proceeded with
ejectment suits against the te

nants. Due to the action of the Government the
intermediaries have filed hundreds of cases

for the ejectment of the tenants.
So, Sir, we feel that the policy of the Government in the matter of land revenue

lon is being taken by the Government for
the improvement of the Jand revenue.

I want to say that no effective action is taken by the Government for the
improvement of land revenuye, Sir, the total revenue of Assam is only a little
over 8 crores of rupees, ¢. e., one eighth of the revenue of Uttar Pradesh which
is 62 crores and odd., Onp the other hand,

the population of Assam
one fifth of the populatio

is about
n of Uttar Pradesh,

My submission is that if

rs and there is no superv
properly carried out op not. In the district of Cachar, w
operations began in 1949 p, result has as yet come out,
spent 12 lakhs of rupees a
the settlement operations i
now. The staff j
on this account
With these word

ese are being
here settlement
We have up till now
n provided for. Even
e not been finished till
n this way, our receipts
on account of staff, etc.
will read again :—

1 a small town like Gauhati hay
s simply sitting there, If things go on i
will be swallowed up by the expenditure
s, I beg to move my cut motion, which I

*“That the tota] Provision of Rs. 36,8
7—Land Revenye

: g B I!ai;,2d(]0 under Grant No. 2, Major head-l—‘
> atpage 2 of the By, et, b ; Re. 1 i e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.36,89,20( dgstandergsggglﬂ{; bI)ic le”l i
Only one word more, Sir. Quy reven e
find, if my informatig

Aot i ze 15 only 8 crores of rupees andlf
; ; gorrect,  thesaj amount is equal to the price 0
cigarettes we consume ip, 5 year in a sma]] Province like Assagn. This is apfact-
le the SPEAKER : Cut

E Motion moyed :

total provision of Rs.36,89,90( under Grant No. 2. major head

eve}t:ue, at page 2 of the Budget, pe reduced by Re.l,1.e., the
Whole grant of Rs, 36,89 .20y do stang reduced by Re.1.”

(The Hon’hje Shri Motiram Bora

rose to reply_)
It will sa
Minister replj

The Hon’h
“That the
—7.—Land R

Ve time if Mr. Goswam

St 1 moves p, i 1on’ble
Cs to al] the Criticisms Jat nis Motion and e Bl

T 1n course of gpe speech,

Mr. Goswa

[ mi, please move vour i
five minutes, ' ation

» bui be very brief—not exceeding

GOSWAMI : T

) hat is 1o, short
© question hour, t]

a time, We have
of the different de 12t can be distribyte

ssion
mands, d to the discus

A
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That cannot always be done.

. Shri HARESWAR GORWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that
the total provision of Rs. 36,89,200 under Grant No. 2, Major head—7.—Land
- Revenue, at page 2 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i. e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 36,89,200 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA: I rise on a point of order, Sir,
We have got only one Motion before the House now and until that is disposed of
no new Motion can be moved. :

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER : You are perfectly right. But I thought it

would save time if you had replied only once.

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA : But the hon. Member cannot move
any Motion ; he can only speak in support of the Motion which has already been

moved.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All right, you reply to the Motion first.

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir
< 3
am really thankful to my hon. Friend, Mr. Deka, for bringin
nabling Government to explain  their position &,itﬁ
regard to this matter. Sirl, my hon. _Fr1cpd at the outset said that the receipts
from land revenue were going down in this State of Assam for the last 3 or 4
vhile expenditure on this Department was mounting up every 'year I
1] him that the decrease in revenuc receipts are due among others to t}
that for the last 2 or 3 years this unfortunate State h;e
been the victim of so many natural calamities beginning from the earthquake t;
the successive floods, drought, pcsts,lnnd things of that kind. For these reasong
Government have been compelled in some places to grant remission of lap 3
revenue while in other places collection _of: revenue has_ been suspended tempora-
rily. For instance, in the Barpeta subdivision, spreading over several Mouzas, op
account of communal disturbances I had_to suspend realisation of land r ot
for the years 1357 and 1358 ; similar action had to be taken for some parts of
other districts also. In Upper Assam 1t 18 not unknown to you, S“’;_ what entors
sive damage was caused by earthquake and floods. Most of the victims had tq
be afforded relief in the shape of remission of land revenue or by suspension of
its realisation. These factors have resulted in lesser receipt of land revenue ip

our State in the current year.

I
this Motion and e

years v
may te .
following reasons, viz.,

As to the mounting expenses, I may state for the information of the hon
Member that cXpenses have risen due to the settlement operations which are ixi
rogress since the last 3 or 4 years. The settlement operations in the district of
Cachar are nearing completion and we hope tl}cy will be over in course of a year
Then, Sir, my hon. Friend said that so much time should not have been taken for
settlement operations in a small town like Gauhati. But;Sir, I submit that th
area of Gauhati town may be small, but t.he problem thcre_ls a very Complicateg
one. Price of land is very high. Lam‘i is very valuable in the Gauhati tow
and the settlement operation in Gauhati town is very much complicated for thir;
and other reasons. It is going on In gther parts of the country—the immature
areas in Barpeta, the immature areas 11 Tezpur a_nd Nowgong and the immature
areas in Golaghat ; settlement operations are going on and naturally expenditure

in this department should go up.
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My hon. Friend has said that the collection cost is shown as very high—as

much as 8 lakhs in the next year. For the information of the hon. Members I
should state here that Mouzadars in Assam have been pressing Government . to
give some consideration to their case ; while Government servants have been
getting the benefit of dearness allowance

not been given the consideration that is due to them. Government after due
consideration of the cases of Mouzadars were pleased to increase the commission
of the Mouzadars to certain extent. This is the reason for the enhancement in
cost.

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA : May I know the rate of increase that
has been allowed ?

The Hon’ble Shri MOTI
Rs. 15,000 and same rat

a certain date.

RAM BORA: Ten Ru

pees per hundred upto
e upto Rs. 20,000

if realisation can be completed within

My hon. Friend Mr. Dcka has given some very useful information to me. I
feel the information fgiven by M

1 £ r. Deka is very important. He says that land
revenue in Gauhati is very small. In g2 small town like Palashbari, rate of land
revenue is Rs.120 per bigha but jn the town of Gauhati it is very small in compari-
son. Itisonly Rs.30. The matter is really under consideration and final decision
of the Govemrr_lent will be taken early as to what rate of land revenue should be fix-
ed for Gauhati Town. The matter is pending and in course of a few months the

matter will be finalised and suggestion of my hon. Friend will be given due
consideration at Proper time, 2

He also said that why so much time was taken in completing the settlement
operation in Gau}_matx town.  As I have said, it is because the settlement operation
in Gauhati town is g very complicated affair and must take some time from the
nature of the thing.

The last pgint stated by my Friend, Mr. Deka, is that Government did not take
effective and tim : 2 e

ely steps for the Improvement of th 5 T
d 1€ revenue position—revenue
position would ha t. Government had done all that is possible and all

For his information, I may say
the concealed revenue té) our
= in different districts and im-
]IJtr ‘i’a‘;?gzzg (:)fr élhﬁ I(Jiosmon has been noticed as result of these survey operations.
the surve e the Sub-Deputy Collector who will be able to complete

s e Aton in his circle carly, his case will receive due consideration at
proper time from Go

Ly vernment, : : :
position also. That has resulted in some improvement of the

In the Tihu cj .
rcle, survey onerat /¢ been completed.
Government have not been siting idle e % °

a5 : > and they have taken active steps in the
d glyi circle also, that js being ordered. My hon. Friend says why
1ot Initiate Nt operations earlier. If this was done,

b The reason is this that
X €en initiat g
a'lot of preparations Which b ated by Government after completion of

One word more about Urban Aveas Tenancy Bjl i e of
the absence of this Act, the rapacious ]andlordsy have lln—fazns ml?artz?s?itngbi(l:]iuspoor
tenants. Government have realised it and had brought that measure viz., the
Urban Areas Tenancy Bill, with a view to give some relief to the hard préssed
people of the State. But the Government of India has sent back this Bill which

in thesc hard days, the Mouzadars have _
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was sent for the assent of the President with an endorsement from the Af:tor{]ey
General that our Bill comes in conflict with certain provisions of the Constitution
and we have been asked to redraft it. We have directed our Law pﬂiccrs to
redraft the Bill in the light of the suggestions given by the Attorney General. I
hope to bring this measure early before this House.

I hope the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion is satisfied with what I have stated
and T request my hon. Friend to withdraw the Cut Motion.

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA: I beg leave of the House to with-
draw my Cut Motion.

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I make my
speech I would like to request you to allow me 15 minutes more because......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No, no.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: It is my reques, Sir, because I have
another Motion on Industries and I shall not move that Motion; thatis why I
request you to give me more time now.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: That cannot be your plea for more time.
However, carry on.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I beg to move that the total provi.
sion of Rs.36,89,200 under Grant No.2, Major head—17.—Land Revenue, at
page 2 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.¢., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.36,89,200 do stand reduced by Re.l.

Sir, I have moved this motion because I am not satisfied with the entire
land policy of the Government. The land policy of the Government must not
be formulated just on land revenue earning basis, but must be formulated with
a view to bring more welfare to the people and to increase the productivity of
the land. Assam is a predominantly agricultural State. About 80 per cent. of
the people live on agriculture, yet we find that we are suffering every year under
the chronic shortage of food. So we must give maximum emphasis on this pro-
blem and do everything possible to tackle the land problem. As is rightly said,
ir, the problem of agriculture is the problem of industry. ~Both are interwoven,
We cannot discuss agriculture without discussing industry. Our problem to~day
is not only how to bring ‘the vast acres of land still lying fallow under the
plough, and how to redistribute land amongst the landless people, but we must
also tackle the pressure of population on land and at the same time utilise all
available land to increase food supplx of the province. Sir, in this connection
I would again say the.xt we must not view the food problem, as one of somehow
filling the gap and filling the deficit, but we must tackle it on a long  term policy.
If we do that, then it 1S ?ssen'aa[ thﬁ}t we tak_e up the land problem with topmost
priority in the State. SIf I will cite certain figures that I have been: able to
find from the Agricultural Statsticts of Assam in the Report for 1949-50. Our
total land under cultivation aC_COYdlng to this statistics is 5,569,918 acres ;.the
total land under tea gardens is 1,429,950 and the actual area under: tea is
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only 400,000 acres—1,000,000 acres of tea land is still not under cultivation, The
actual area of land lying fallow during the year under report was 1,739,011
acres and other uncultivable .lands‘ excluding fallow land is 16,946,238 acres.
Of this figure, in the seven Plains districts we have only 1,765 ,000 acres. Th_at
is. we have still as uncultivable fz_:tll_ow land of 3,504,019 acres. Then Sir, I .w1ll
cite certain figures from the statistics of a Survey of Rural Economic conditions
in Darrang—this gives us only a sample survey. = Sir, we find 82 per cent. of the
villagers are on the average, predominantly agricultural families, owner cultiva-
tors form 54 per cent. and tenant cultivators form 20 per cent. of the agricultural
families ; the average holding is 18-3 bighas of the family, 18-484 per cent of the
families are without any land. About 25 per cent. hold between 6 and

15 bighas per family. Only 126 per cent of the families hold more
than 30 bighas per family. This shows that about 88 per. cent. of the people
have lands of less than 15 bighas. Sir, I have gone into these statistics and find
that the cultivators owning land b

etween 1 bigha and 10 bighas is 35-7.
All this shows that a large proportion of our people are holding land which is

not sufficient according to the present standard of living. Sir, these figures are
self-explanatory. They explain how huge the problem of land is to-day. Unless
we tackle the problem of the landless people to-day in a scientific manner, our
province-is heading towards a crisis, Sir, it is not the Socialists or the Commu-
nists who whip up a revolution, but thjs army of landless people who have kept
the Democles’ sword hanging on the disintegrating economy of the province

of ours. If we are to give lands to the landless, it is essential that we give
topmost priority to this problem and solve it now

Sir, I have seen that in our Stat

; ¢ the policy of Government in the sphere of land
has been very hesitant and haltin

g- Abolition of Zamindary was professed and
a Zamindary Abolition Act was passed in 1949, but it has taken three years for
its implementation. It  affects only two districts, Cachar and Goalpa-
ra although in other places also we have Zamindars though they may not be
called so according to definition. Abolition of Zamindary can be no more than a
phase in our agrarian reforms. We see Sir, that this abolition has not been
effected in the way in which it should have been done. But even then abolition
of Zamindary alone will not solve this huge land problem in our State. If we
are to do 503131_ Justice to our people, we must redistribute the land and give to
the landless their due. Sir, it is said very often that we are doing it, but when
we see the pohcy that has been followed in the State we find it will take 50 years
if not more to give land to the landless and, Sir, by the end of 50 years we will

have different ideas for social reforms and the present reforms will become out
of date by that time,

Sir, it is also claimed that by the Adhiars Protection Act this Government

. 1ve relief to the people, but unfortunately if we go into the
matter, we will find that thig Adhiars Protection Act has been giving more bene-
fit to the landlords than to the Adhiars, Moreover, this Act has not been applied
in all districts. I do not know for whom and why this Act has been kept in

abeyance. But whenever we say th is Adhi i
: e at this Adhiars Protection Act should =
plied to those districts where it i 2 nar o

: does not appl , it is said that the people should

clan}our abou_t itand demand it gpq thtI:IIl] »Z'e will allow the Act topopﬂratc in a

particular district. That ;s a policy which is wrong in itself. That means that

nm want an agitation on this score from the people.

Sir, in the Adhiars Il’rot(;ction Act scope has been given to the landlord to take
away land fro.m the Ad}]lars if he so desires, as for instance, if the landlord wants
the lgtnd for hrmeslf or if he considers that the tenant is cultivating it in a way pre-

judicial to the interest of the land. For this real Adhiars are not getting the bénefit

!
3
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of this Act and the landlords are evicting Adhiars in various places taking advantage
of someclauses of this Adhiars Act. We cannot encourage litigation. Our people
cannot afford to do so. It means more money for lawyars, stamp fees etc., Itis for
the Government to see that this Act js fully implemented and people get thc_bcn;ﬁt
and to do this, Sir, I would suggest that there should be a Special Magistrate.
Some of my hon. Friends may say that the other day I was against increase in the
number of Magistrates, but why I am talking of Special Maglstra.tes now? Butl
would like officers to be appointed in the right place and when he is really negded..
Special Magistrates should be appointed to give effect to this E_\c-t, otherwise, if
our people submit petitions to Deputy Commissioners, these petitions are never
attended to. Sir, evictions are going on indiscriminately. It is the sumpreme 'duty
of Government to encourage people to grow more food.

In application of this Act, discrimination has been_ shown in dlﬁ'crfanf_: places.
I will give one or two instances. In Moirabari-Laharighat Mauza in about 16_
Villages viz., Lengeri, Uralkata; Bahamuk, Utkati, Amguri, Bhuiyabari, Belabari
and such other villages where Tribal people were living, there these .tnbal
people sold land to immigrants. But in 1948 there was an order according to
which no annual patta land could be sold and even if sale is effected that sale will
not be valid. Even then some immigrants settled there and for two years, 194-8. and
1949 they did not pay any land revenue. After that, they gave Touz'lb:}hi
revenue, but no patta was issued to them. In this case there was mno eviction
but in Akshedpath or Pathar 1,600 families were evicted for purchasing ‘such
annual patta lands. I think, Sir, such discrimination should not be encourag-
ed.

Recently, I received a telegram from Bhurbandha, where there was a dispute
regarding some lands whether it belongs to Darrang or Nowgong district.
The people occupying this land, a char, have been evicted; not only Eha,t’
even their standing crops, such as, mustard and paddy, were destroyed. Sir, it
1s criminal. Crops should not have been burnt and the people occupying the
land should not have been evicted when the country is facing a fOOd. crisis,
Rathar we shculd have encouraged people in their voluntary effort to increase
the food supply of the country. There ought to be some amount of mercy
in Such cases. -

pThe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will you please conclude as your time is
up ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I will eonclude, Sir.

. In Rupahi in Shantipur Tea Estate in Dibrugerh, some people were culti-
vating some lands. These people were evicted for no fault of theirs.

We find, Sir, that Socialist and some others who do not belong to Congress

areeasily evicted.

I remember also the voluntary activity and voluntary effort made by our people
to increase food for the people in Tengakhat was thwarted and people were evic-
ted and 54 persons were arrested in Ghiladhari., One hundred twenty-four persons
were arrested in Diploma and Moirabariin ‘Tezpur subdivision. More than
100 persons were arrested in Sarucharai and Nakachari. I knowof all these per-
sonally. These people repeatedly requested Government to allot land to them
as they were landless and they were eager to take up cultivation for their liveli-
hood as well as to increase the food production in the country, but when they
found that Government paid no heed to their petitions, they had no alternative
but to occupy these lands.
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The next point to which I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister is that the people of the Bajipahu village, in Tingkhgong Mauza
thoygh they lived there for the last 25 years or so, have still not been given
periodic patta for their land, and as _such they do not feel quite safe to go on
living in that village and improve the land for fear that they might be gjected at
any time, as their rights to the holdings are based on annual pattas.

The next thing to which I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble
R_cvenue Minister is that after the erosion by the Brahmap traof a beautiful
village, Nagakhelia, near theDibrugarh town, the large portion of _the affected
people applied for some Government land or some land to be requ:sxtior}e_d. from
the Chaukidingi Tea Estate by Government. Land was actually rcql_ns.moncd.
Later on, major portion of the requisitioned land from the Chaukidingi Tea
Estate, to the despair of these affected people, has been settled with the so-called
Nagakhelia-Boa-Kata Co-operative Society, many of the members of which do
not belong to that eroded village. So, aclually a good portion of the requisi=
tioned land has actually gone to people, not all affected by erosion. I hope
the Hon’ble Minister in-charge will kindly look into t.h.ls and allot land to the
erosion affected villagers for whom the land was requisitioned.

The next point to which I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble
Minister of Revenue is that the settlement of land with the Garudharia Agricultu-
ral Co-operative Society in Larua Mauza is a very unpopular measure, as the por-
tion of the land that has been earmarked for it is needed by the landless people
of Larua or Jamira Mauza. Settlement of land is an urgent _neccssity for the
landless people of Bajipahu village in Tingkhong Mauza and with the erosion
affected people of the Nagakhelia village near the Dibrugarh town and also with
the ejected people of the cantonment area. In order to encurage the people to
grow more food and to develop the Garudharia area, that area should be settted
with all the landless cultivators of Jamira and Larua Mauzas who really want
lani. The Agricultural Co-operative Society with which that area has been
settled, will never succeed as management of the farm is very faulty and the people
want land for private cultivation and not a co-operative farm. I hope the Hon’ble
Minister in charge will see that the land is made_available for those landless
cultivators settled in the neighbourhood of Gurudhasia Farm area.
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The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA : Mr. Speaker, Sin; I.am thank-
ful to my Friend, the Leader of the Oppositicn, for giving-mean opportunity to-
reiterate in the floor of the House the Government policy, Ianean theland settle~.
ment, policy of the Government. Sir, this land scttlement policy has been a sub-
ject-matter of discssion in various places including the floor of: this House, . It -has;
been discussed threadbare, and in all these places Government - policy has been
clearly defined. My Friend has given me an opportunity to Teiterate that
policy again before this House, and I thank him for that: / § i ‘

Now, Sir, my Friend Shri Goswami is dissatisfied with the policy;that has been
pursued by  this Government in the matter of land settlement.: He says  thatithe,
policy is halting and hesistant and that we have no clear' cut. policy formulated as
yet. Sir, our policy in this respect 1s quite clear, and it has been announced times-
without number. Our policy is this—we want to do away: with: the -old: fendal :
relics in the State of Assam, -and Government want: to bring about an equitable
solution of the vexatiousand complicated land . problem. Government also want
to introduce such reforms in the land tenure of this-State as will make it up-to=
date and fit in with the modern economic trend. With . this end in view, Sir,
Government have introduced .various measures and have taken various steps in
our State. We had made some progress in the abolition of Zamindary. About
three years back we passed legislation to bring about this innovation, but Sir; our
hands were stayed by the order of the Hon’ble High Court. Apprehending that
there might be some delay in proceeding with  that -Act, we did another thing:
We passed another measure, and that was the Estates: Management:Act. There-
also our hands were stayed. We could not proceed further.  So, Sir; you will be
pleased to find that there is no latch on part of the Government in this matter.
We want reforms, as early as possible, consistent with the spirit of the time. Wheré

is the doubt and where is the hesistancy on the part of the. Government as:allegeq

by my hon. Friend ?

There may be some delay in their. implementation; which is inevitable fro
the very nature of the thing. Sir, I am not an impatient - idealist like. my hom
Friend, I am a practical and 2 matter-of-fact man. Ido not careif: there be dn :
lay of a year or two.if our desire of effecting land reforms can be fulfilled,. . If. e=
could wait patiently for so many years, why can’t we wait for anothep -Year‘:;i

o? SR :
tw Then, Sir, with a view to give land to the landless people we have passed e
Acquisition and Requisition Act by means of which we have been able o take
about a lakh of bighasiof land from the tea estates and we will take more: fro (S
source. For whom have we taken that land, if not for the landless people 2

of cours e, consistent with the safety of the State and the interests of the gra
the State, an vast areas of reserves, both Professional |Grazing R,
and Villages Grazing Reserve, have been thrown open during th
few vyears in order to provide - landless people with: land.. If  after thag
my Friend says that we have done nothing that is surely an unmeritted injust? .
done to the Government. I had already given facts and figures. to the hlce
Members in the Opposition to show that a very large quantity of ]oxh.
has been found out from the tea gardens, from the Professional Gra an
Reserves and Villages ._Grazmg Reseaves and from wastelands (4 voi'cflig
Why food production is decreasing then ?)  (Another Voice:—Due. to yt;ur
underground activities). I am sorry, Sir, my hon. Friends are  confusing
issues. My Friend, Mr. Goswamt, said a lot of things about difficulties of fyod
roduction, pressure of population, productivity of land and things of this kind
which really pertain to the _Agriculture Department. Any way, Sir, I am trying
to meet them as far as possible.

Ziers of

e last

1 *tha_t 3

Sir, we have been consistently and cautiously following a policy of dcreschat}ilgg,.

CVSerVe $
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Sir, the land policy which this Government is pursuing has been evolved as a
result of mature consideration on the part of Government and we will _s.teac_ifastly
follow this policy as long as we are here. My hon. Friend, Mr. Goswami, S?Jd that
there was some lacuna in the Adhiars Protection Act. He said that in some
places the Act was operating to the advantage of the landlords and to the dctr_x-
ment of the interests of the adhigrs. Sir, this is a news to me. If really there is

any lacuna, my hon. Friend can bring in an Amending Bill, or if a case can be
made out that this Act in its operation is causing prejudice to our tenants, for
whose benefit this

was enacted, certainly we shall give due consideration to it.
After all, Sir, for whose benefit did we enac

t that Act ?  Uertainly, for the benefit
of the tenants. I would therefore request my hon. Friend to give some concrete
and useful suggestions. Then, he made a grievance that the Act had not been
extended to some parts of the State. That is true, but it should be remembered
that in some parts of our State the rent realised by the landlords is less than one-
fourth of the produce. That ig why we have not extended it to these parts of the
State. If we find that the Act should be extended to certain parts of the State for
the benefit of the people, we will certainly do that.

Then, Sir, Mr, Goswami referred to certain cases in Ghiladhari, Sorucherra
and Nakachari Tea Estates

nd 1 - My hon, Friend, Mr, Harinarayan Barua, has con-
vincingly replied that the blame [} rnment but on a political party,

If there has been any inconvenience, it is due to the activities of a certain political
party. I!_: was for the benefit of the landless people that the Act was enacted and
the intention of the Governm

] ent will be quite evident from a perusal of the pream-
ble and the various sections of the Act. Itisin the interest of these people that tea
garden land was acquired. But, Sir, before waking of the map and preparation
of the dags, €lc., in order to make allotments, if some people at the instigation
of . some political Parties take the law in their hands and go and squat upon the

: : blame lies on the party creatin these disturbances. I submit
Sir, that in this matter of life-and- e : :

» that death-importance to our landless people, no
E‘ﬁ;‘:ﬁ:lngatrw should exploit the situation in this way. Everyone should help
Jabe for Ofllu and ]not create complications by exploiting thc innocence and cre-

ind, if necessary, grant either remission, or
% It 1}: t](l) meet such contingencies that th%{e are
7 and we sha i
people into our consideration, : e
ow, Sir, ag regards Mauzadars, Mr, G i i i iti
s ] s * J0Swami has said that their position
iicsnr?;nall&us. Well, Sir, the Mouzad_ar is a creature of the Statute—Land
d?;l 1€ Manual. The definition of this office is already there. His powers
and duties are stated there. Itis stated whether he is an officer of the Govern-
ment or mot. . All these things are there. He ig the collector of revenue ang
gets commission for the collection. He is partly official and partly non-officja],
I do not understand where does he find any anomaly. Therefore, Sir, I do not
find that any case has been made out. I am sorry 1 g, not see my way to give
them pay and make them salaried servants of the Government rather it may not
pe good to t_hem as well, if it is considered from all perspective,
A salaried Mauzac_lar will be subject to Government service rules and ryles
f transfer and the like. Her.edltary chara:cter of the office may !JC lost and
ge may not take to side business and things of that sort to increase his
Carningu
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I want to speak a word as regards the sugesstion of Shri Ghana Kanta Gogoi.
He says that 42 families of Dibrugarh have been evicted by the Government.
For the information of the Housc I should say, that these 42 families are mostly
washermen, barbars and so on. They were squatting upon valuable Govern-
ment land in the town of Dibrugarh. How can Government allow such squatting
in valuable Government land ? I am myself satisfied that such land cannot be

given to these people.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: What is the alternative arrangement ?

The Hon’ble Shri MOTIRAM BORA: They want land in the neighbour-
hood of Dibrugarh town. To give them land in the neighbourhood of Dibrugarh
is very difficult. Still I am keeping this in my mind. If some land is found
wherefrom they carry on their profession as barbar and washermen, it will be

considered.

As regards annual patta given to some people in Tingkhong Mouza—it is a
very complicated problem. Government is* pursuing certain policy with the
regard to the ‘Ekshona’ land in the State of Assam. He has pointed out that
‘Ekshona’ land should be made periodic. It is a matter of great State ,policy in
which lots of complications are involved. Therefore, I cannot off-hand say if they
can be made periodic pattas. So far asI can state from re-collection, Govern-
ment by an order suspended granting of periodic pattas for sometime for
important consideration. We are examining the whole thing now. At present
settlement operations are going on in different parts of Assam and some decision
will have to be taken at the time of issue of pattas after the operations are over.
All the points raised will be given due consideration by Government at the time
of taking final decision. I shall not take much time of the House. My Friend,
Mr. Goswami, says that there i discrimination that some people were evicted
while others were not evicted I may assure him that there is no discrimination,

at all in eviction.

As regards Bharbandha eviction, the matter is under discussion. Even to-day
I had some discussion about this with my Revenue Secretary.
With these words, I would request my hon. Friend to withdraw his Motion,

( The Cut Motion was put and lost. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I put the original Motion. The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.36,89,200 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on 31st March
1953 for the administration of the head *7.—Land Revenue’,

( The Motion was adopted. )
GRANT No.23.

(43.—Industries and Supplies—1.—Sericulture and Weaving)

The Hon'ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN (CHOUDHURY: On the

resommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg to move that

L d to def sy
a sum not exceeding Rs.8,77,000 be grante efray the charges which wi
come in the course of payment during the year ending 31st Marc}{x; 1953 lf'or ‘:'1112

administration of the head ‘43.—Industries and Supplies—I.—Sericulture and
Weaving®’.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,77,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of Payment during the year ending 31st March
1953 for the administration of the heaq *43.—Industries and Supplies —I.—Seri-
culture and Weaving’.”? T

[21sT MaRr.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWA .

; I do not like to move the the Cut Motion
standing in my hame, :

( The original Motion wag Put and adopted. )
| GRANT No.3.
(8.-—-Excise)

? 5 €g to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs‘igﬁsoghl;fngraﬁ::d to def‘ra_y. the charges which will come in the course of
f}fg}m ad f?‘gf;ngéiéi:’_’?cé# Vendlng on 31st March, 1953 for the administration of
"I:'il]-.-l‘i lilon’sble thle SPEAKER = MOthn mOVed 4
it al a_sum not. ey i - : .
sy A9 - course of Wi é:ﬁedmg Rs.8,07,100 be granted to defray the charges

: 3€ ¢ will payme . :
1953 for the administragion of e I]:‘:Zénf‘;ic—l%g&igheﬁyear ending on 31st March,

Sir, I beg to move :
-8,07,100 under Grant No.3, Major head—
» be reduced by Re.l, ;. e., the
»100 do stand reduced by Re.I.
3 Place only one point and that is with regard
Budget that undelf-r(.)t%?ga-ntda' e E = Y i 07 detailed estimates of
Rs.2,72,609 ang uiile "M prohibition

Propaganda, I find a Provision of
comes to Rs.3,14,,621_r the, Sixth Schedule we have Rs.42,012, thatis the total

Le'ader the other day, the Hon’ble Finance Minister wag
to 8ive  him

@ compliment of being an idealist and for

pleased _enough
himself, S

ut I want to make some
............ 1 rfs » 66 3 $
PEons S voce from the Opposition: ““some one will

this prohibition of opium was enunciated

ongress Government, it was done with
ideal was gociaj reform.
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Sir, so far as the principle of Prohibition is concerned, I think the entire
society is unanimous that opium at least should be totally prohibited from this
State. But if we go to the actual operation of this Prohibition, how far it has
been successful and how it has been done ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Can you fell me what was the amount of
consumption of opium in Assam ?

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am sorry, I donot know
the actual figures, Sir. I am not going into the actual figures because I do not
know them. But I beg to submit that if we go to the people and ask them how
Prohibition is proceeding and whether the people have actually been cured from
this evil habit, we always hear the reply in the necgative ‘and that opium is
spreading as before the only difference being that the price 1s higher than before
because contrab and opium is to be purchased by addicts and they had to pay
more, i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the rate of contraband opium ?

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : It must be. something
like Rs.415 to Rs.420 per seer: it may be less or it may be more but it must be
more than Rs.400 per seer. I, however, am not Sure because I do not myself
deal in this matter (Laughter). Yes, Sir, 1 do not deal in this
matter. Of course, people say that the black material is carried under ‘white
caps’..... s (Load laughter).

Shri HARI NARAYAN BARUA: w3 wiff3 ARaNa cotdrs feat white
cap 3+ 37 fFfafgaca »

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You can take it as a joke, can’t you ?

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: White cap’ phobia
again ! (Laughter, loud and prolonged). !
Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am only stating whag
ﬁCOplc say, Sir, because, as I said, I am not myself dealing in this matter and
ave

---------

" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the conception of the present cop.
sumption -7

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTAC.H_ARYYA: I do not know the actyg]
quantity ; but people say that it is increasing. ) :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What was the increase ?
Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I cannot say, Sir,

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Will the hon. Member be alittle aceypaqe
and state the accurate figures because that will give us more light in the mattey »

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Thank you, Sir, for the
suggestion. As I have already said, I do not know the actual transactiong and
I am only giving the general impression and the general talk of the people
So, if I am not accurate, I hope you will please excuse me. Now, Sir, while
I was in jail, I came in contact with many smugglers-—some of them

FI
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had been placed in the upper division with me...... (laughter, loud an
disturbing)...... Yes, Sir, some

smugglers were placed in the upper d1v1s§>111'1&

So, Sir, from them I came to know that this business is going 0“1 beg
prospering under the protection and patronage of the white caps and so da
to submit that this amount of 3 lakhs and odd on this prohibition P“?Pc‘;_g tly
has been not only a sheer waste of public money but this bas been  indirec i
appropriated by some of the honourable incumbents. So. I should like to suggfi.:e
that it the Government is really serious in eradicating this evil, we should ta
Up a proper and vigorous campaign among the backward section of our people tg
educate them and to rajse their standard of culture, their standard of learning AT
their standard of living so that when their general standard of living and culture
1s raised, they will be able to see the evil effects of this opium—that it is mot
only an evil drug but it is really a poison, then naturally they will shrink {rom
it and give up the habit., 1f we do not approach this problem in the right way
and if we only go on appointing Honorary Commissionners whom the people
now-a-days call “Anahari”——Gommissioners and if we only go on parading and
trumpeting that we have done a thing \’vhich perhaps no other State in India
has been able to do, that will not folve this problem, So my suggestion is that
if the Governmeny is really serious aboyt making the opium prohibition policy
a success, we Shol_.lld instead ivert this amount to the amelioration of the
countryside and improye the cultura] standard of our backward people.

With these words, Sir, 1 beg to -wove that the total provision of Rs.8,07,100
Endefi Grgnt No.3, major heaﬂ——S.—-Provincia} Excise at page 13 of the Budget
r:df.xecelcllcliy Ili)é.lie.l, %¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.8,07,100 do stand

- -6,07,100 under Grant No.3, major head —8.4-
3 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the
duced by Re.l1. »
Shri GHANA KANTA G
some observatio

O0GOI ;
villages.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to make

el fconduct of some Excise staff especially, in the
i S down i e returned _to
this House fio : act to many of our friends, who hav urned _

that Excise Officials, ot ecially, Superintendents
and Inspectors are allegeq 3 » S5P )
of Dibrugarh g 0 have beep doin

th g dirty things. In the subdivision
Fresate. 30 to "355ks s of Ganja and country-liquor. These

shops are settled (g benamg, : P J : 5 2

monopolised by threg pa';:?g;_and 't appears that all these shops have been

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:

ﬁllegation Of;i COrruption againgt v,
¢ deprecated as yoy hay
officer. Tt wi) e

be appreciateq

Shri GHANA KA
as itIis difficult to provg
would draw th Pt
Dibrugarh_ Bribe e E?-t €ntion of t]?e H

I should like to advise you not to bring

ole sale of Excise staff. Such charges should

gve definite charge against definite
efinite instances,

C able to
if you cite d

TA GOGo;J .

BAIDYANATH

many other hg

MOQOOKERJEE: On a point of
€y corroborate the statement

0. Members from Dibrugarh in this
made by Mr, Gogoi ?

’ble the SP EAKER : There is no need to corrobor

House, will th

The Hon

ate.
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o Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Surely, Sir, they will corroborate what I
said.

Some people of Upper Assam are smuggling contraband opium and much
money is spent in purchasing this opium by the poor addicts. In my opinion,
the Prohibition Campaign of the Government has practically failed. If this is so
and when the Excise machinery of Government cannot check this opium smug-
gling trade and poor addicts purchase the drug by paying exhorbitant prices-
why not stop the operation of this Prohibition Act and stop this _trade
altogether and thus give relief to the poor addicts who can have opium in the
normal course from Government. (Loud laughter and noise.)

The Hon’ble REV. J. J.M. NICHOLS ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will reply
to some of the charges made against Government by hon. Mr. Gauri Sankar Bhat-
tacharyya. When he rose to speak he expressed his feeling: that he was anx ious to
see that the opium evil is wiped out and to see that actual prohibition is carried
out to a success. Everyone of us and in the whole country want to see that our
opium prohibition is a success. I was hoping that the hon. Member would
give some suggestions to this hon. House that such and such things should be
done in order to make the prohibition a success, but instead of doing so he
said something which nobody understood what he was aiming at. (Laugther).
He was speaking on hearsay about the price of opium as being Rs. 400 per
tola, and about the corruption of officers; but he did not say anything from
his knowledge and did not say anything as a suggestion which should be done
by Government in order to make this campaign a success. No sensible person
will be able to give a reply to such vague statements. (Loud Laugkhier), the state-
ments which have no basis. Therefore Sir, I do not think I shou'd waste the time of
the House to reply to such baseless remarks. Mr. Bhattacharyya should have
given some sugyestions by which the people and the country will be benefitted.
(Hear hear). Instcad of doing that he has accused Government officials and
Government without any basis. This is not excepted from an hon. gentleman

of this House.

He spoke about the general sentiment of the people. How is the general
sentiment of the people to be judged ? Some one may say that the general -
sentiment is that the hon. Members of this House are doing nothing. (Loud
Laughier). Will that be correct ? Some may say that the general sentiment of
the people is that the Members of the Oppossition in this House are here simply to
speak against Government in season and out of season. (Laughter). Is it possible

to give reply to such vague agpersions ?

One serious statement was made by my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya. In
speaking about the Prohibition propaganda and the amount budgetted for this,
that this amount, if I understood = him aright. was for the misappropriation of
the incumbent. What did he mean by this ? Did he mean it ? It appears that
he simply spoke it though he _knows that he cannot prove it. Then how can he
expect a reply. (Laughter).

%

Mr. G. K. (togoi spoke against Government officers making vague alle-
gations and said that opium prohibition is a failure. He seems to desire to
abolish opium prohibition. T.do not think that there is anybody in this country
who wants that we should go back and should abolish Opium Prohibition and
thus allow our people to be victims of opium evil again., (Hear, hear).



438 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS

=
The whole of Assam wanted prohibition and h'fg?ti(gx?vc?ﬂéent oA e
have sacrificed Rs.45 lakh on account of Opium Prohi blout .the re:lnnot under-
stand how Mr. Bhattacharyya can have any doubt a ol G Motjve of
Government. If the hon. Member doubts the good motive = CThment  he
cannot see any good in the Government. We must bcheiv'e in toh tanother’s o
motive if we want to work together. We ‘must_be 1e\'rreh_ BC 2 Persgp who
attempts to do a good work is moved by a good motive. is

: Ment has
been moved by a good motive to serve the people, to deliver our unfortunatc
opium addicts from this pernicious habit:

Mr. Gogoi seems to show a great deal of sympathy for the
eaters who have

: Poor oninm

to purchase opium at a very high cost from SMUgglers o204
S s o be S in  favonr of going back to the old method of allowing opium
consumers to purchage opium as they like. The opium addicts are tq be. Pitied;
but they can give Up and be treated to enable them to give up the hahjg For
the sympathy which We may have for some sufferers, we cannot 80 back tq
old system. Opjum h

: the
abit should be wiped out and the future gener ation shoy|q be
delivered from his pernicious opium habit.

Mr. Gogoi wants t0 make an impression that opium prohibitio

0 has heep
a failure, I say it hag not been z failure. Rather it has been a great SUccesg, Bv
prohibition we 1,

ave prevented the younger generation frOH_] taking to Opium,
This is great Success. It is to he reme mbered that we are working for the good
of the future generation and it is our strong belief tha:in future the Younger
generation will pq¢ know opium cating and smoking in this State. When we
began the C28Mpaign against the opium habit in our province there Were aboyt
85,000 registered Opium consumers. Now the registered consumers are only
over 2,000, but there are about 10,000 consumers who are now the Victims  of he
opium smuglers. (A voice Who counted thejr number?) The Q_()vernment. has
anarrangement for Surveying. OQur officers survey the localities of opium
addicts village by village and they take note of the number of these addigts, |
beli-eve Ml'- Gogoi wants that our poor people should not suffer f.:ll’lymore.b
taking opium, Sir, we have also been successful in treating the opium addicts
numbering aboy 1,000 in different centres: I can say that about 80 per cent,
of them havc_now Ceased taking opium aItOgctl’ler. A certain opium consumer came
to me and sajd , “Now I fee] 3PPy, I am free from that pernicious habit, T now
feel like a man; befyre T used to feel myself like a brute’”’. Many, who have
been  treated centres have thus been made happy. We
have bee_n_spccessful in clivering these opium addicts from their evil habit.
The Prohibition Propaganda staff i doing a great service towards thc' success of
pmh‘bmon.- If all ‘thege actions of the Government for opium prohibition are
not appr§61ated and i OUr motive s doubted, I do not know how qucrn_ment
€an convince the hon, embers of our good ’motive. I think every mt_cl!lgent
Per}slcc;n calr\ldrealise that Government is very serious about this opium pl‘Ohlb{tlon.
i Ii)seaboll;'t iLha,ttac:h:—,lryya_ will not think any more that Government is not

T therefore f€quest the hop, Mover of the Motion to withdraw his Motion.
The Hon’he the 32aa
: uestion 1s :
: That the toty) Provision of Rs.3,07,130 under Grant No.3, major head 8—
Provincial Excise. Page 13 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.c., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.8,07,100 do stand reduced by Re,1, ”

(The Motion wag hegatived,)

[21sr Mar.



