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Proceedin
g6 of the F e
Ap ourth Session of the Assam Legi .
'eul::liii gssenfbled after the Fifth General Ele::%;sol:nve
overign Democratic Republican Constitu-
tion of India <

The Assembi : :
9 A, cmbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Di 1)
M. on Friday, the 16th March, 1973. - »;Dispur {(Caubatijp st

: Shri R. C. Barooah, B, L sPtifENT'n the Chair, 11 (eleven) M
th S St B ter, 10 the Lhair, cleven inisters
(three) Ministers’ of State and 82 (eighty-two) Members’. i

singht';; ?_IPEAKER—Hon’bIc Members present, the Governor is addres-
Gaabiar thollj:s to-day at 9-10 AM. He is coming by the Eastein
e Sc scmblx premises at 9-05 A.M. Myself, Deputy Speaker
e .ccrctary will be gcing to receive him at the Gate. The
s bl.Ol'lb as to how the Governor is to be received in the House

v cen laid on each Member’s table. Assoon as he comes, I think,
we should comply with these instructions.

With your permission now, I leave the House to reccive the
Governor at the Gate. -

(Hon’ble Speaker then left the House and came again escorting
the Governor ) .

Address by the Governor under Art. 176(i) of the ‘
Constitution of India ‘
(

Mr. SPEAKER—I now request the Governor to address the House.

et Aewd SBIHIT— .

Sy Aczti, wifed @2 AT dere wiedaE emd TwEen)
e doue @it oo | FRT SR flgs TR 4R SCTEE
Jifites Icgs eyt FF4 et wfactas AEIE e frats T |
o7y tzpm | orge frn AT CBCLOT efFaifE  SfyFE AT ST
frg wIferq as degd ACTEAT Batolsy i3 AtfAEe | ff e
wifers Tvw e IS FfRaanE 2T 9T ify pTS AT T
sg T | TR e & famigey Gite 1% GEAfgEne. SO ANE
FGaitsT T4 gty | (afeatears i Ed TSI rEt wifdd ?z?fq't‘-
%9 g TR cefeatars  JEIET orfs T, ME A
Ste or4ad  wsea 0 ) @ SEAEI erad | AR I
SATAGT A2 | ez wfedT =7 CSTE wfy e TR I

P[AE |2 |
My. SPEAKER—Is it 2

ANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : This is a poic’t P
necessary here to address thi

point of order.

Shri GAURIS )
the effece that the Governor 1s not
House today.

My, SPEAKER - T shall request the House

not to digturb ths
Governor. 1 will follow the pogramme of the House. o

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : I am raising a point of ord
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Mr. SPEAKER : I point out Article 176 of the Constitution:
Under this Article, the Governor is entitled 30 addrc_ss the Hoyge an
there is no connection between the Governor’s address apgd the budget-

* Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: But we do not agreq ¢, this-
There was no emergency to attempt to place the vote o accounts
without placing the actual budger. Sir, I remember that we mel
the Governor in the month of October and requested hip, to con”
vene an emergent session of the House to dlSCUSf\: the Situation  ghat
had arisen at that time but the Governor r{‘p.flﬁ'd that no such
situation as to convene an emergent session had arisen at that moment:
Now, this is a budget session and the Governor has nq Mora], legd
or Constitutional right to address the House and to deprive l!lc the
Members of this House and the public in general of kng:. ™’ the
real facts as regards the financial position of the Stalc as  well as
the administrative lapses that have taken place during (], last distur-
bances and the chaotic situation prevailed in the State, By  doing
so, we feel that the Governor is depriving us of our 1@§:ilimmc rieht
that has been granted to us by the Clonstitution of ndiz, - Now;
| inspite of this, if you allow the Governor to address the Housés

then with all respect to you, we are very much sorry S this
auspicious occasion, to say that we will be compelied o Iea:ve the
House in protest.

l Mr. SPEAKER: No, no, I won’t allow. Please takes o fceats

i Shrimati RENUKA DEVI BARKATAKI: No, Sir, If the Governor
| addresses this Assembly we will say that the Governor
the mistakes and irregularities that they are committing deliberately-
: Mr. SPEAKER : If you want (o do it, you will have t5 5 . 1,
. bringing in a substantive motjon, orie Y

p Shrimati RENUKA DEVI BARKATAKI: We myg know the
~actual budget and the actual policy of the Government, o

Mr. SPEAKER : I viil not allow any discussion on the ;
: = matter
I am now requesting the Governor to address the Houge,

L S e T I ) I O Tzt Apfa AR At T opifzcA
Wity @ced RS S iamn sfReea crfone 3R TRt | oty
) A ALATCE ICHD AT GOg1an Mh1 TITF | ofore S
S fag caArmet | ol
(92 BICS I oo frata 37 29 1)

Mr. SPEAKER : Under the Provisi f the Constitutj :
e e e e Ho s 1510Ns O 10n of ‘India,

‘ tﬂc‘:rtf“r‘fga‘ EBIBT?TT_: COTT=ta iy Sgre AifF Cigtfay | gff
AR Fegfos T O 0 cory wify o ot wfim CRFifay @A
AT T F= witat IR | 9y EiRic Trfos AGTACA Styg [Cees :15’1?31'“?
51 dfisqm f4 T FF it g ( fRcargt w1 Agaq RUEE = MRVt S
1) S IETACE TIETS S A5 g [ Aot

* Speach not Corrected, B =

will encou ragc
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(The Opposition Members, except the Communist Group and
Shri JANAKINATH HANDIQUE staged a walk out at 9. 14 A, M.)

The Governor begins his speech.

3

Mr. SPEAKER and Hon’ble Members,

I am really happy to have
august House on this
temporary Capital o
ganisation of the St

- laya it became imp
avgements for their functioning fro

this opportunit
momentous occasion of i

f Assam. As the House
ate of Assam anpd
erative for the

y of - addressing this
ts fi.st session at the
is aware, following reor-
creation of the State of Megha-
Assam  Government to make arr-

m a suitable place within their pol-
itical and constitutional Jurisdiction. The State Government, accordin-

gly made a declaration on the floor of thé¢ House on 7th June,1272

that it would be their endeavour to hold the Budget Session of the
Assembly at Gauhati. '

It is heartening to note that Stat
their assurance by making tem
Session of the Assembly at

¢ Government have been able to fulfil

porary “arrangements for holding the
ispur.

Temporary Capital

The arrangements made provide for the temporary funcuo?ng
of the Assembly and the Secretariat at Dispur and the consf rusiizﬁ
programme was designed to build within a short time, ﬁhe ]lgrqflatcly
number of Assam Type buildings. These bluld!PgS Wi v sdential
cater to Governments other requirements for office and 1es ceting
accommodation of which there is already acute Shertas¢ besides l(l}lauhafi
to some extent, the rapidly growing needs of, the gr‘fé} Crat o
area. The Master Plan for a small but modern township

: : . : retariat and
provides for a sizeable residential colony besides the Secreta
other buildings.

A serious effort has been made to povide the ml‘mn:l;r:r;i;lfﬁ:ﬁ_
-ty facilities for functioning of the Assembly and the 56‘911 d}‘ac By
out any undue difficulty. Obviously however, there wi Stade G
deficiencies and short-comings in different directions. Thc KE © Poect
ernment hope that considering the background in which the o iﬁ]ev-
had to be undertaken and the limitations from which it wou ey
itably suffer, Hon‘ble members and all t.hosc who haveh rtot(:vface.
Dispur will kindly put up with such difficulties as they may have

In conformity with Government’s policy to maximise emplog’mu;f:rinopfig_
ortunities for the educated unemployed, a large numder o TR
yed ypung men have been involved in the construction I“’Ot by
ployed engineers are being especially encouraged to mvo(‘;,evernment’s
es in a big way in this construction programme. It is the Oc cartited
desire to have all works under this construction progran:im i
as far as practicable, through the agency of unempl.oyel };u ply of
that bdck ground, all pOSISible facilities in_ “"33];,1(13:‘ t;f:ée % ha\lic been

aterials regular  payment o 1 s ;
s;li;?iiied n;ot tha,t full advantage can be taken of this opportunity
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ce of proﬁtab.e buil-

o ensure utilisation 0
to the

valuable experien
been made t
handloom preducts

for cclf-employment and also acquire

d.ng work. Arrangements have also

the products of local indusuies and use

meximum possible extent.

The State Government zlso propose 1O adopt the same policy, in 8
other construction programmes as far as practicab]c in future.

—

respect of

that the challenge posed Dy this great
ly faced by all concerned and consi-
ork despite ' @

I¢ is gratifying to note
andertaking has been couragecas
derable progress already achieved through hard and determined w
gevere constraints.

As known to the House, 1t was also indicated by my Government
that the location of the State’s Capital would be finalised on the basis
of Project Reports o be prepared for the Silghat and Chandrapur
areas. 1he Government of India was requested to constitute a Tec-
hnical Team of Experts for detailed examination of these (WO sites
and an independent Expert Team is due to take up that work soon.

Medium of Instruction and. incidents, .

The CORtroversy over the medium in the Univcrsit'y/stagc had
d serious concern during the last few months. In view of the
extreme IMPOrtance of this matter and its highly semsitive character,
l this House had Jalso taken the matter into consideration and a serious
attcmpt Wwas made through a unanimous Resolution passed con 25rd
Septembers 1972 to provide somc guide-lines for a suitable approach
to this problem. That Rcsolunuxz, which will come before the House,
did vot however end this controversy and the agitation thereon Wwas 1
in‘tensiﬁcd which necussitated a review of the entire question by —my \
Government. After serles of discussion, the State Governinent formula-
" ted therr stand on the subject, and it was clarified in the Chief Minister’s
g statcmﬁﬂt' on NOVCII‘].})C!‘ 11, 1972. Although the Chief Minister’s State-
- nent led t?i an easing of the tension and the controversy, by and
Jarges ended, a sense of grievance and misgivings continued to be
ressed _plI‘UCUIaI'IY in the Cachar Distrjct. The issues involved are
peing sub:lef:ted_ to further discussions and negotiations with leaders of
plic opinion 1n Cachar and it is hoped t i s o
public : . , oped that a satisfactory solution
on this delicate issue will soon be found to satisfy the hopes and
tions of different sections of people inhabiting ‘the St:‘.te.p‘

cause

aspira
the Hon’ble_Membcrs are aware, the medium conlrovérsy and
itations thereon disturbed the law and order position in some parts
s ghe s atats: tP assf‘.fm; had been roused and violent incidents took place

fia certals gars @ }‘le State. Anti-social elements also exploited the '

gituation 27 ; mla m{)l OIL.lSCS were burnt, properties damaged and destroyed. 4
A number © Vg ua ch ives were lost apd assault amd injury caused to
maﬂ)' O.t ers. H‘CVCtr?i :d[dShlpS h/ad been caused to many pEHPIe and normai

life teriously affected in many parts of the State durino this period.

Io all 33 deaths took place in course of the disturbances under
¢ circumstances including three deaths due to Police ﬁ:i;\;r We

diffcl‘ €0 h fi
sinccrcIY mourn these unfortunate deaths and convey our condolences and
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sympathies to the bereaved families, We also ex

Press our sincere grief
and sympathy to those who had otherwise to suffer

curing the disturbances.

My Government dealt with the situation with Courage and firmness
and took a]l nccessary steps to maintain beace and tranquility.

A large number of Persons  were arrested in connection with specific
offences and the preventive sections of law duly applied to " take into

custody many others. As  many as 90 pPersons  were also detained
under the Maintenance of Internal Security Act,

In order to intensify police measures, additional battalions of armed
police had to he brought from outside the State. Despite strict measures
taken by my Government. a number of major incidents tock place
which caysed serious  public concern.  Two such incidents, one at
Kharupetia and .the other at Hojai on 5th October, 1972 and th
October, 1972 respectively, leading to the death of two students, raised
Considerable public controversy. As these incidents were  mal w]; ey
great public Importance, the State Government appointed a Qomm155:€])352€if.0-
ded by a High Coupt Judge under the Commission of Inquiry Act, T
hold enquiry int, the circumstances and other allied matters relating to tl 1.?{3::
incidents. The scope of this enquiry was subsequently extended 1o 1rﬁ: g
some other major incidents in Golaghat and Dibrugarh areas aSEWi-:able
few more incidents have also been brought within the scope of suit

enquiries by three more Commissisons.

The State Government have also appointed - a Commutee:_ = aiig
by the Chairman of the Board of Revenue 1o hold cnqu“:ﬁ ldis_
administrative lapses, if any, in maintaining law and order in
tricts and providing protection of life and propetty.

0 i s 11O0OW neEw

It is hoped that the results of these enquiries “’”_] dll(-‘lﬂab!& Ty

light on incidents that took place during the dlsturbunif: 3? such events.
: - urren
Government to take effective steps 1o prevent rec 5

Relief Measures

In view of hardships caused during the disturbances, m)n] G°‘E§;§h
ment had to undertake relief measures on a fairly wide SC.‘:“I:t:‘,il’ e
grants were paid to some of Ythe f'ami_lr_es of those who lost .e‘md ]
acsiuring the disturbances. For the families _affected by arson 5 e
ing, the Deputy Commissioners and Subdlvl.?lonal ()_fﬁccftrs_:.\}/1 g
rised to sanction immediate gratuitous relief besides r¢ ar e g
assistance upto Rs. 750 (Rupees seven hundred and fifty ) }pe‘r By dy
The District and Subdivisional Officers were asked to send t 1c1s o
mendations for immediate action by .. GOYcrnmen_t in r‘irg)rc s
those cases where higher amount of rehabilitation assmtanc-el'ef e
sidered necessary. They were also  directed to open reli e
wherever necessary and issue rations at the same ra:tef af: afn i
for Bangladesh Evacuees in 197]. Alto_gethcr, 26 relie
opened to accommodate ahout _1],000 inmates, :

. i eople

It was gratifying to note Fh.at‘ In many cases fhf: 10::}':;1 lr:ccgns

of the affected areas took the initiative in actively helping
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; of houses with donations of materials and voluntary labour.
l?dlfaitém:han 13 lakhs of Rupees have aIre_ady been placed at the disp(c))?zil
of district officer for relief and rehabilitation of the affected pegple, “The
progress of rehabilitation of affected families has also been satisfactory
r’-'/A.lthou h the process of 1-ehab.i1itation of affected families

2 a final stage following return of normalcy g oi,cei(:h:}?é

and large. I ;
g?atc the return of students who left their institution  took meye time
£l -
snd my Government had to make special efforis and ar!‘angemcn£

. i . .
in that connection. Attenddnce of Bpngah students in the Bhein sane
and Medical colleges r.ccorc;cd in particular an ?pprecxalJic fall.’ Althoy 1“31
attendance in the engineering ;md -other IDStltl._ltIOnS steadily  poge i§1-
provemcnt in the Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh, way oty o
expectation. As a special measure of help and encouragement t Tcturn]ing
students, my Government appointed Liaison Officers at Gauhat; and
Dibrugarh and the District Administration was directed to St
necessaly assistance to the returning students. Appeals had been issyed
from the Government as well as public organisation for the expcd"io;s
return of the displaced students to their respective institutionsi .

My Government sincerely hope that the displaced students will find
to resume their academic activities In their respective inslli-

it pOSSible 1
: Assam without further delay,—°

tutions 1n

While the situation was returning to complete normalcy and atiend
f students was appreciably rising, an unfortunate incident = :"}‘i“
Medical College, Dibrugarh concerning some returning St]ljld(’ :
from Tripura caused a set-back to that process. Strong measures :11?:
immediately undertaken by the administration and 29 students Of“tl

College arrested. The College Authorities suspended a number of st](i
dents and removed some of them from the Student’s Union and mOHitorshi;

ce O
Assam

This deplorable incident was condemned immediately by many publi
and student organisations like the AIl Dibrugarh Student’s Un};fP 'llc
Siudent Members of the Dibrugarh Peace Committee, the Assam 11\11 _tdl_c
cal College Teachers Council, the Dibrugarh Bar Associatiut; d(.ﬂ]-
Dibrugarh District Journalists  Association. This reprehensible 1311. ic
the Part of a few misguided elements created great rCSemm;;;uon 03
ublic indignation was immediately expressed in  no uncertain Lt an
Gecurity measures were tightened all over and the State Goy crms;:
intensiﬁed all .p0551bie measures to expedite the return of the dqrnlmend
gtudents to their respective institutions in Assam. 1/// 15place

Our border with Nagaland caused some anxiety during recent hs
As known to the :I'IOIISC, four Interim Agreements were sj nﬁdm}mt]s'
+wo Chief Secretaries of Assam and Nagaland GOVﬁmmer;gts 3 iy the
March and May, 1972 covering the border arcas between : WC:‘racir1
cki Reserve Forest in the Fast and the Doyang Reserve T ;est ?
the West. These Agreements were entered into for maintainir? 5 e cré
and tranquility in the border areas. g pea

These agrecment led to a considerable lessening of tensio d
. were appreciably reduced, S S n an
porder W e Y uced, Subsequently however there were
repore chtarns vl a;téons of the Interim Agreements from about the later
part of October, 1972. My Government kept the Government of India
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duly informed and the Advisey

land Boundary also paid

7

s to the Home Ministey on ASS-"-m'Naga‘
a VIsit to those areas in February, 1973.

On 8th March, 1973 thereafter, the Chjef
and Nagaland n

et at Chumukedema in Nagaland, and besides discussions
between them, there Was a discussion at

: Sl the official level in the pre—
sence of the Chief ‘Ministers. It was agreed that the Interim  Algree-
ments should e adhered o ang any difficulty in the working thereof
should be immcdialvly looked into and removed. It has also béen

ProPobt‘,d to have further discussions between the two Chief Ministers
Ee SR n AR G735 L Kohima.

Ministers of Assam

It is the sincere desjre of my Government . to resolve problems
with the neighbouring Siates through mutual discussion and understan—
din:,_;‘. The officialg of the Assam g(;ovemmem have been holding ?hs-
Cussions - with the Arunachal Pradesh Authorities for speedy demarcation
o_i‘ tiie boundaries between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. This demar?a_
ton was earlier agreed Upon and the Survey of India entrusted with
t_llf: work 1n collaboration with the officials of Assam  and A"u,”adlal
Pradesh,. A]thoUgh progress of demarcation was not upto expeciation for

Some  time, steps have been taken already to ensure early demarcation
ol the boundaries,

State Finance :
Soon after the present ~ Government assumed office, an un}?recﬁ;
dented financial Crisis overtook the.State due to a major cha?ge lgt;tc
policy of granting overdrafts from the Reseive Bank to the ihed
Governments. The genesis and gravity of that crisis was fully descri i
in the Finance Minister’s last Budget Speech. _Aithough the ﬁnac‘;;(“':e_
crisis had posed serious threats to implementation of important CEAtion
lopment programmes and to the smooth running of the ad!:mlsosin'on
as such, I am happy to be able to tell the House that the p e
could be siabilised (o some extent within a short time because Otﬁsan.cial
ous efforts made by my Government in that behalf. Stncgl_ Il_x =7
discipline, was enforced, all possible economy t_eﬂ'ectcd Ll e ;‘cl spcn-

diture and top {)riority was also given to avoidance of wastefu P

; o ; : x5 onstant
ding. However, the Position  continues to cause anxiety and c
vigilance requires to be maintained.

Royalty

1 )
The House may be glad to learn that as a result of pel‘csilstﬁc:;l
efforts made by my Government, the rate ol royalty on _cl{u cratc
produced in the. State has been raised from the now prevailing

of Rs, 10 o0 Rs.15 per tonne. The enhanced rate of royalty will be
effective till 31s¢ March 1979,

=

Anti Corruption measures

During 1972, the Anti-Corruption Branch held enquiries into

786 cases, out of which 117 cases were disposed of during thf.bz;tcfri
In 99 of these 117 cases, the allegations could not be ‘b.:-oivin!z
tiated. Departmental action Was  recommended in 17 cas‘csml;lé’. 669
26 gazetted and 14 non-cazetted officers. At the end of S e
case s were pending [or “iquiry with the Branch. Pre-occupatio
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. ith law and order duties during the la..st quarter of
lg}ll;cstg?iiccf; \:}llc way of speedict completion of enquirics. The State
Government  aIC actively  considering  somc proposals to further
p v:;vc e ¢ the Anti-Corruption Organisation and it is hoped
111?21; concrete St ds that end will be possible within a short time.

working 0
cps towar

Police

a

od for modernising the Police Force and looking after the
welfare of the police personnel cannot be over-emphasised. The Assam
Police Clommission made many lmportant recommendations in that
behalf, and 2 scheme was also submitted. ,The scheme submitted by
the Police Commission is under examination and a Special Cell has
been created for the purpose. - As the overall financial implications ©
the Corninission’s r::commcndations would be very high, the State
Government are taking up schemes according to priority and plan 2
},hascd implementation of their recommendations.

The nc

Flood and natural calamities

There Were tWo waves of major floods in 1972. The first waye came
in the later part of June, the worst affected districts being Nowgong,
Kamrup 20 Cachar. Lakhimpur, Darrang, Sibsagar and Goalpara
districts also cxpcn?nced these ﬂooc.ls which caused serious damage tO
crops and properties besides causing  suffering to lakhs of pecple.
The emnbankment  from Kharikotia to Jogijan in Nowgong District
s over-topped at many places with a large number of breaches.
The Army had to assist the Civil Administration in relief and rescue
work in the Nowgong District and 21 persons lost their lives in this
district. The Second wave of floods came in the last week of July-
In this wave, almost all the rivers in the Brahmaputra Valley were
in high floods and most of the rivers over-flooded their banks. Due
over—topping of the embankments, a large number of breaches also
occurred. The worst affected districts during these floods were Lakhimpur,
Kamrup and Goalpara. For more than 10 days from 26th July 1972
the Brahmaputra was above danger level in its entire length through-
out the State. In the Lakhimpur District, the Subansir, Dikrong an

Ranganadi rivers exceeded their previous highest records. All means
OF by CopumuRca s SEeE badly disrupted for a considerable period
necessitating Army assistance in rescue and relief operations and air
dropping of food in isolated pockets. This wave of flonds also caused
severc damage tolife and property in the Kamrup District, particularly
in the Gauhati Subdivision where due to sudden breach of the Puthi-
mari_ Embankment at Athara, several villages were badly affected and
18 lives lost. Erosion took place in Fakirganj and Thusipara areas of
the Goalpara District. The entire Majuli and some -areas of Jerhat
and Golaghat Subdivisions together with a part of the Darrang District
and large arcas of Morigaon Subdivision were also badly affected.

to

The Hon’ble Members are aware that a Commi
] : . el : mittee under the
Chajrmanship of Shri D.'N. Hazarika is presently engaged in enquirir

into the causes of breach and damage to embankments
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These two floods affected an area of 27°10 lakh acres with a
population of 32:32 Jakhs. Crops like Ahy, Jute, Sali, Bao together
with Salj scedlings were damaged over an area of 9-34 lakh acres.
A large number of dwelli

X ing houses were fully or partially damaged ~
Cattle mortality was assessed at ahout 16,037.  The number of dexths
including those missing rose

'SIng  ro to. as many as 116. ‘The tofal loss: to
crops, houses, public Institutions, cattle, etc., was assessed initially at

Apart from floods,
of the State. It may b
over the Gauhati Subd

cyclone and hailstorm also
¢_noted thata severe cyclone
ivision on 18th April 1972 causi

aflected certain areas
and hailstorm passed
ng serious damage.

At the instance of my Government, the Government of India sent
a team of officialsto visit the affected areas and the Government of India

on, their report agreed to sanction Rs, 16540 lakhs as grant under relief
items and Rs. 25:00 lakhs as loan.

.

As suggested by the Central Team, a State Level C‘fommitt.ec under
the Ghairmanship of the Chief Minister has been constituted to review
-casting measures, the flood protection system and todraw

up comprehensive schemés for the rehabilitation of people affected by
natural calamities.

The State Government sanctioned about Rs. 130 lakhs ungc_}‘ k$§
relief items in the shape of gratuitous relief provision i}';)r' 1i]srtlanc:‘-
water, seed grants, rehabilitation grant, test relief etc. for 2 as; b .
of the victims flood and other natural calamities. Cattle loan of about

Rs. 126 lakhs and rehabilitation loan of Rs. 7-:83 lakhs has also been
sanctioned under the loan items,

In the ecarly part of the year, scarcity conditions 1?&6:1?::1%(2.1‘:3
Darapathar and Nokhuti areas of the Nowgong sttr?ct,-, l? g e
pathar area of the Golaghat Subdivision passed thmllj{gs ‘5(%00 i
drought. A sum of Rs. 15,000 as gratuitous relief and f'féctjc ooy
relief grant had been sanctioned for the relief of the at'oncd b I:a-
of those arcas. An amount of Rs. 5,000 was also sanct g

z ine  hill )
- ‘tuitous relief for helping the tribal people of the bordering hills of

' s . . nd damage to
Caclar in conditions of scarcity caused by earlier loss a g
crop by cyclone, hailstorm, etc,

w0

Planning “Board

-

As the House is aware,, my Government have i‘e;vi?rlfist;‘ Swt?ttl:
Planning Board under the Chairmanship of the Chie ey, The
which Lconomists and Administrators are associated hasl ‘i SR
organisation for the Board is being built up and hig t(f;:sevit.al B the
the fields of Agriculture, Irrigation and Industry, sec
cconomy of Assam, is also sought 10 be provided.

Although Assam has rich resources, due. to lﬁ§f0ﬁ0 t}i?dc C%;%i E:;
phical factors, there obtains a wide disparity l:'etw‘e‘:’:ln in the States
levels of other States and of Assam;, This is reflecte
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ational income and per capita income. In the matter of social ame-
::itilc:s,:l for the people p:lso, there is a wide disparity. Within the State
as  well, ~disparities exist between the Plains and Hill areas and
between the more advanced sections of the population and others.
The Planning Board has taken a view that atleast in a period of 15 years the
diSparitics obtaining between Assam and the rest of India and Lhosc
obtaining within - the State should be wiped out through well conceived
and feasible plans Otherwise, we have accepted the approach to
the Fitfh Five-Year plan foimulated by the National Planning Commis-

growth with social justice, self-reliance, maxi-

sion which provides for h ' t
misation of employment and provision of social consumption needs,
particularly of the weaker sections of the community.

| Planning Strategy

Exercises for the preparation of an overall plan Irame fors s
years and 5 years respectively, as  also similar exercises for dillerent
| sectors O the economy have already been started. A multi-level

approach to planning has been adopted and Sub-divisional Planning

Cells initially and Subdivisional Planning Councils and Boards subse-

quently will be involved in the process of planning at the Sub-

divisional level. It 18 the intention to centre the Subdivision Planning
machinery roun 1 _thc Mobjukhuma Parishads and the Subdivisional

Planning and Review BOardS_ to be formed after elections under

the - new Panchayat Act. Guidelines for preparation of Sub-divisional

Plans have been formulated and the orientation of those to be engaged

in this work started. _Areaf s{udles in the nature of techno-economic
for the two hill districts, industiial complex studies for upper

Assam and an urban growth study for the ‘Gauhati area
be taken up to provide a basis for better regional planning.

Although {he overall plan frame as also the sectoral exercises
Ak throw up S0 e pattern of distribution of outlay, it is clear that in
Agsam’s conditions the hlghcst‘ importance will have to be given to
building uP of an adequate infrastructure of communications, (ransport
andr BoWeLss0 as to Oﬁsﬁt the present geographic and other handicap
from which the State is suffering. Agriculture will have to be given
fiie oFcatest JIPOIIAteS Lot only for maximising foodgrains pL‘OdlfCliOl’l
the expending population but also to provide 2 diversified base for

for :
setting up agro-industries. In fact, a commission to probe the require-
ments of agriculiturg - has already been set up and has started ci‘unc—
tioning. In the L‘HdUSlrlﬁs field, we have to make fullest use of our G
mineral and forest resources apart from the agricultural resources
\/arious studies are bemng iaken up with the help of competent con-
sultants for utilisation of these resources. Production of power is visua-
~nly for the requirements of the State but aiso for export

lised not
s ere are favoura s ! .
for which th ble circumstances. In fact, with one of the

largest POWSH po}tenté%lt }giig existing in this part of {he country itcan
loited to pben the State and national economics. For

e tion of ouf agriculture, the 1 i
i maximum possible coverage of

stabilis : S Lo

:;iltilete area with 1r1-1§at1qu facilities as well as protection from
floods Wi 1 be 31mefi at'f pecial measures will have to be takenI to
develop the POtentlzl (} baCkwe}rd arcas of the State and provision
wvill have t0 be made for stepping up living standard of thlé back-
ward sections of the population. The basic minimum needs of the

S
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people, particularly in the spheres of primar 1

2 y_education, health, rural
\ Water-supply. rural roads and rural electrification will be provided in
a way so as to progressively bring up the position 1o All-India standards.

North-Eastern Courcil and Regional Plan-

ea lz)‘\s the I—I-'ousc 15 aware, the North-Eastern Council was inaugu-

: y the Prime Minister on 7th. November, 1972 and for the co- -
ordinated development of the North-Eastern Region, the Prime Mini-
Ster announced an allocation of Rs. 50 crores for a regional plan. We
welcome the idea of co-ordinated regional development and will piay
our full part therein. Our view is that while the State Plan proper
Shuu!d provide for * all the normal State Rlan schemes the regional plan
Provision should be utilised largely for supplementing the central allo-
cations for development of rail, road, air and tele-communications beside,
Provision of regional, technical and research institutions and our pro-
posals for regional development will be formulated accordingly. Sl
Communications to periphery States in the North-Eastern Region lie mainly
through Assam, we will have to play a substantial role in fulfilling
the aims of the regional plan. Apart from co-ordination through the
regional plan, we have also adopted the approach of entering 1ato
ilateral arrangements with neighbouring States for utilisation of natural
resources for industrial and other projects for mutual benefit and, I am
glad to say that, this approach is also acceptable to the neighbouring
States with whom discussions have been held.

Annoal Plan 1973-74

Against an annual plan outlay of Rs.40:67 crores for Ig;?dzg,
the outlay approved for the 1973.74 plan is Rs.52:97 crgre& e
an additional outlay is expected for Brahmaputra flood On;‘rf;r: e
Electricity Board and preparatory action for the Fifth five-Ye o=
etc. For a more vigorous implementation of the larger Plin o ix-gn et
the coming year, procedural and other guidelines have been cgrrammc
the concerned departments. These include advancing of the pm:'m s
for sanction of schemes, the provision of action calendars, tP g;n 3
reporting and progress review, streamlining of material inden lsr}ﬁ =
stock-piling and reorganisation of departments accoding to “ec?oik}; od
full-fledged Irrigation Department to deal with all 1rngat1°n‘:} DS
bifurcation of the Roads and Buildings components of the Pd e
give greater importarice to building work, have been deci ?‘ormupiate
The setting up of a department of Public Enterprises t(f,‘ S
public sector policies and for constitution and training o mblic sgcctor
cadres and for review and appraisal of performace of the pu
undertakings is under consideration of the Government.

Agriculture
In the field of Agriculture, an important Programmeax;axl(lin tl}lll::
during 1972-73 was the emergency Rabi production Prqgrthe context
main objective of which was to increase food production in

\
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s and to provide a firm base for rapid change-over 1in the
gogg?jg lc;)S;ftcrn,frompKharif to Rabi. As a part of the ex_ncrgen%y
Rabi progarmine, the State had undertaken a spcc1;?.ll 1rr}1lgat10_n pl_t;
grar‘nmc.of a quick maturing type. Irrigation potential w ich is :%ul__
Tow in the State is proposzd to be developed at a rapid pace. bt is
e,xpccted that with 2 large measure of -ccntral assistance an_c%‘. y 2
‘adicious and iutcgl_'ated programme of major and medium flow, irrigation
projects, lift irrigation schemes and .t.h?ough the installation of deep
and shallow tubewells, irrigation facilities would be provided all over
the State in about 15 years time. In order to look after all ?.spc_cts
of irrigation in the State it 1is proposed to set up a separate Irrigation
Department 3as has been indicated earlier.

#

My Covernment arc continuing to implement the special scheme
for development of small, marginal farmers and agricultural labourers
(SFDA/MFAL) which was started during 1971-72. Necessary motivation
for enthusing pcoplt; towards this scheme and an organisational

grame-work for providing scrvices and  inpute requived under this
scheme are being provided.

Ce-eperation

-

In the field of Co-operation, my Government are contix_ming efforts
rds ensuring of the qualitative growth of Co-operatives. As the

owa peza
;wnourab]c members are aware, 80 per cent -of our villages have been
covered by primary agricultural credit societies and there are large

number of marketing, consumers, processing and hand-loom weaving
Cf,_opcmtivcs. Sll:!CC majority of these Co-operative Societies are weak and
dorm':m"#he, main task of my Government would be to Strcngt!‘lcn
and activise them rather than multiply the number of non-function-

ing socleties.

Land Reforms

In any Plan for _CO-OI‘dinated economic development Land
R aforms. LAy Vel Important role. The Land Reforms programme
thlen  up hyaaay Government includes, among other things, Ceiling
on- Land Holdings, a progressive Land Settlement Policy, Abolition
-of intermediaries, lenar_)cy. Reforms and Consolidation of Holdings.
During the last Budget Session of the Assembly, the Land Ceiling
Amendmeul) B{H was  passed reducing the ceiling of agricultural
holdings bfmm 75 bighasto 50 bighas. In the same Bill the allowab-
le area for orchards was reduced from 30 bighas to 15 bighas. Work
of a(-quismr)n of lzgnds found surplus under the cxis‘ling Ceiline Act
is in progress- Bc?ldes’f-as the House is aware, with a view to rJ]imii;—
ing the accumulation Ol _IPl"Operty in other areas, my Government in-
troduced 2 Bill, to prescribe the ceiling on urban immoveable propert
he Bill has been referred to a Select Committee. My G P perty,
; sdering sirengthening of the Land 2 Yrg ONCIDIOENT
are colld ‘ an Reform machinery so as to

ensure jmplementation on. a time-hound bhasis,

{
B
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. . The mew Land Settlement Polic
¥ In conformity with
amd improvement in the econmic condition of the farmers. My
Government have decided that land available for settlement will, be
settled, as far as possible, with Agricultura] Farming Corporations of
landless tillers. The Corporation will arrange supply of agicultural
tools and implements, seeds, manures and irrigation neceds of the
farmers. There will be an integrated plan to raise the income of the
farmers well above the poverty line. The main purpose of cstablisf_l-
ment of the Corporation is to modernise agricultural production in
consonance with the principles of ' social justice. As the hon’able
Members are aware, Agriculture Farming Corporations have already
been inaugurated in Namdang R. F. (Dibrugarh), Panbari V. G. R.

(Golaghat), Bhandara V. G. R. (Sibsagar) and Boginadi P. G. R.
(Nocth  Lakhimpur).

y cnvisaged by my Government

the important objectives of raising production

Industrial Development

My Government’s policy is to step up industrial production m;
manner consistent with the generation of employment potential an
utilisation of the same by the people of the State. As far as maJO‘t'
Industrial projects are concerned, preliminary works for cstabhshmcnn
of Bokajan = Cement Factory, Ashok Paper Mills and Assal
Petro-Chemical Project at Namrup have beer started. '

At Bongaigaon, the work in connection with the Pctro—'(lj hers?tlcc;sl
Complex in the Central Sector is to start MEDYe SORIE whllc affairs
towards the creation of a separate company to look after ;1.(: oration
of the Bongaigaon Complex are being taken. Hindustan Paper C}?IE Paper
is presently working out the details of the Nowgong and Cac am-rentiv
Mills Projects. The Assam lndustrial Development CO"POMW? - CCachar’,
engaged in planning work in connection with the Sugar Matl n;\rlili- i
Power Tiller Project, Cigarette Manufacturing and a ‘]ue‘ Mills in
Government have also decided to set up some Imore Sugar for the
the State and the A. I. D. C.has already applied for hc:t‘:nb‘ﬁs-1 Chvets
same. Of the 3 Jute Mills proposed in the State, the C?nuancc of the
ment have so far agreed to permitone Jute Mill. At the l.nsmloc,ed Tex-
State Government the Government of India have taken over the c sur and
tile Unit of the Associated Industries (Assam) Ltd., at “Chandrap

4 : gthe
1 : 7 LEI'S-
reopened it, thus benefiting a sizeable number of “Ot;lfment 2
State Government, have also taken up with the! GI(_)]V‘?t oF A ithe
India the issue of reopening the closed Chemical Uni

. . - - A td. Sct up in
Associated Industries.  The Agsam  Tea Cotpomtéon Laflread\’- The
1971-72 has finalised purchase of 2 Tea Car S he considera=
question of the taking over of sick tea gardens is under t eedium o
tion of my Government. For providing land to large, me

steps for
small scaller industries, my Government have already t?k‘lﬂé Statlé- My
reserving and acquiring suitable plots in different parts o f“at Jeast 20
Government also plan to encourage the establishment o

small scale industrial units in each Subdivision-
Sericulture and Weaving
Y Qare and
The age-old skills of the people in the ficlds of Sericulture

v : nt. It has
Hand-Toom weaving iare - being edcouraced ubyliuy Soveimrsssor, Loy
also been decided to increase the production of Eriand g
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a view to producing blended yarn with synthetic fibre 10 be  produced
out of the Petro-Chemical Complex. In this c:n_ontext.a_schCme for addi-
tional out put of 200 tonnes of silk over 2 period of six years beginning
from 1971-72 has been drawn up. A new development in the Sericulture
field, is the increased attention being given to the produ_ctiqn T aiar
&ilk for which there are tremendous possibilities 11 the districts of North
Clachar and Mikit Hills. The Development of Tasar silk will be a boon

to the inhabitants of these backward districts.
Mineral Development

In the field of Geology and Mining my Government are engaged
in a programme of detailed investigation of mineral and ground water
Tesources throu ghout the State. Investigation of a number of important

ineral occurrences such as kaolin and coal deposits at Siebheta, base
Pancharatna, placer gold in the Subansiri, iron ores in
Goalpara District and lime-stone in North Cachar .Hills‘ has been taken
up. Emphasis 18 also being Jaid on coal exploitation in Uper Assam
Wt (2 VIGWE 1O developing coal-based industries in the region as well
as gencration of Thermal Power.

Power
In the filed of power, the Tinsukia and Dibrugarh Plectricity
Supply under-takings  were taken over by my Governmnet and
handed over t© the Assam State Electricity Board on 27th September

D A number Oof projects  have afso Seant Ml g i
archil pawer e Echetation R S tate SaBCHc S T0Y SR SOV EEIEEt
are lying ‘special emphasis on_rural clectrification.. The rate of electri-
fying villages is proposed to be speeded up during the, (Fifth Shive:
year Flan and a number of schemes are being prepared for the purposc.
The Chandrapur Thermal Power Project is expected to be inaugurated
Ll o vill add considerably to the power generation potential

of the State.

Public Worlks

As has been indicated earlier the works relating to Roads are being
s,.3para.ted from the works relating to Buildings with effect from the lst
April, 1973 to ensure better functioning of the Public Works Depart-
ment. Besides, the Department has in hand a schemes for investiga-
ting and preparing a project report for bridges across the Brahma-
putra at Jog’ghOPa-Pancixaratna and Silgl‘nat-Bhomoraguri.

Transport

The resumption of river services through Bangladesh under the
management of the Central Inland Water Transport Corporation has
opened UP new  potentialiies and my Government are drawing
up schemes for the opening of §ub51diary servicess. A number of
inland water, transport _schemes like hydrographic survey, embarking
and disembarking facilities, construction and purchase of ferry vessels
terminal facilities for ferry ghats, etc. are going to be taken “I;
during 1973-74.

B
*reg Ak ¢
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The Assam State Road Transport Corporation hag
as  the Assam-Mcghalaya State Road Transport Corp
laya attained full Statchood and two nominees of
Meghalaya have been included in the Board of Management: of the

X Corporation, During 1972-73 the Corporation nationalised some more
routes. "Anumber of sbuses were purchased and new buildings con-
structed.

/

15

been renamed
oration after Megha-
the Government of

Tourism

My Government are keen to develop tourism in Assam as the
area has pontential for the purpose. Plans for development of Manas
and Nambor Garampani have been drawn up and the matter is being
pursued with the Government of India. A scheme for the develop-

ment of Chandubi Lake as a holiday resort and a rest house at
- Neghreting for pilgrims are to be taken up.

Employment

While Agricultural and Indu

strial Development will to some extent
help in. easing the problems

of unemployment and pOVﬁrtYf blmrg
Government are particularly concerned about the unemploym?nlt ?lgen‘:es-
and have taken some special - steps in this regard. Specia 510972_73
mvolving an  expenditure of Rs.79 lakhs were taken up during s
to tackle the problem of edycated unemployed. These schcmcsd e
for the setting up of Poultry, Dairy and  Fodder Farms aﬂnits bk
Units. Young entreprencurs will he associated =~ with thcsa_ oaes
from their inception for the purpose of imparting necasagﬁshcd S
and expertise to them. After these units are well Ciltlab ok
the entrepreneurs gain adequate experience, the units w istbartisaﬂs,
over to the entrépreneurs. It is also proposed to ass Gt
sericulturists and weavers under this special employment ES R
Additional programmes at an estimated cost of Rs.3 l%r;§-74-

posed to be taken up with Planning Commission for

e . 971-
‘The Crash Scheme for Rurai Employment, lnn}atcd ?‘i{izginl g
72 to give relief to the unemployed of the State will (ionki S s
current year as well. This scheme ha: covered all the bogss i
and a sum of Rs. 100 lakhs for plains areas and Rs. ooy
Hill areas have been provided for in 1973:74. _At p1 fiselll o,
is offering employment opportunities to 100 unskilled an}i e irean,
cal persons at a monthly wage of Rs. 100 for 10 molnt-sent Project”
Anothor scheme called “Pilot Integrated Rural Emp o)mf i
has been taken up with the help of the Governmznt grsons g
helping the unskilled and non-technical unemploye P b Bk
the yéar. This schemes is being implemented at Pz}s;hn;l T
since December 1972 with a total fund of Rs. 463 a
years. /

: m
Besides these efforts, it hag always been the end?}”}o?;vegimutg
ernment to provide job opportunities to as many un d I;n “the cons-
(';(wh State as possible, This principle has been followe ill' also be
O.f t'gq of the temporary capital project at Dispur and wi
21;1;;:8& to all such projects taken up during 1973-74
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o 1 hcforc my G()vcx‘lin1cnt for stren
There 1S a PI“C'IJ‘OS’-‘-1 pending > : gthe-
he t Exchanges for the benefit of the local yn.

f the Employmen 188 ; . :
2 ths of Assam. The ideais to give them quick service ang

h the Planners with data and information reganding i}
revailing in the State.

ning
employed you
also to furnisn U ;
unemployment situation P

raftsmen training more popular tllllc z&nount of scholar-
; . i ised by the Government f

hi jven to the trainees has been raised Tos

Sils? 2g5 to Rs. 40. Also instead of one third, one half of the trainees

on the rolls will be entitled to scholarshlgs.. Steps are being taken

to open New trades of tractor-mechanics, printing operators, ctc.

To make ¢

My Government are also engaged in drawing up schemes for the
provision of house sites to landless agricultural workers in  the rural

areas. It is proposed to take up the scheme during the Fifth Fiye-

Year Plan.

T Demo cratic-Decentralisation

No democratic set up can be really cffective unless the inviove-
ment of the people in the administrative system is .CIISIJI'Cd. To make the
people real and effective partners in the administration and to decentralise
the administrative system, as the House is aware, the Assam Panchayat Raj
Bill, 1972 was p_a:scd in September, 1972. Under the new law
the present three tier Panchayat raj system will be replaced by a two ter
one. The Goan Panchayats and Mohkuma Parishads will now form
these two tiers. The Goan Panchayats will be larger in size so that
they can be Yiable institutions designed to work over a much wider
feld of executive and developmental activities. ‘The Mohkuma Parishads
are also going to be given more planning, executive and legislative
functions under the new Act fo control and co-ordinate developmental
activities in the subdivision. Resource positions of these institutions are
mposed to be strengtlzepcd by this Act and it is hoped that imple-
mentation of the Act will make it possible to take administration
nearer to the people for meeting their needs and  aspirations in
worthwhile manner. As has already been mentioned these bodies will

also be an integral part of the planning process.
Price Situation

Continuous Tis€ 1n prices of essential commodities experiencec
during this year caused concern to my . Government. Since a numbel
of essential commoc_htles come from outside the State my Government
have been pressing the Government of India for higher allocations
to meet the situation and  stabilise prices. Besides, the public
distribution system was strengthened in order to alleviate the distress
of consumers and check rise in open market prices. In conformity
with the National Decision, my Government have decided to take

over the wholesale trade in paddy and wheat from the  next Kharif

season.
Procurement
As against the procurement target of 16 lakhs quintals of paddy

cocurements fixed by the Government of India during 19 72-73
a little over 10 lakhs quintals of paddy has been p::-ocu:'l;d %o far by

\
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tlhc_Food Corporation of India and the Co
Society—the two agents of the State Gover
M procurement is due to. difficulties
Cachar District and some

-operative Apex Marketing
nment. The slight set-hack
and the disturbed conditions in
parts of Brahmaputra Valley.

Flood Contrel

The Hon’ble Memberss are well aware of the devastations caused
by flood and erosion in the State periodically. The problem of flood
and erosion in the Brahmaputra Valley is enormous and complex due
to the large number of tributaries, heavy and concentrated rainfall and
Comparatively unstable geological features. In view of the enormity of
the problem, my Government have urged the Government of India to
take over full responsibility of works connected with the Bl‘ahmal?““'i
basin, as control of this mighty river should be treated asa nationa
Problem especially in view of jts international implications. The Govc:}r:-
ment of India have already decided in principle to take over S
work of the Brahmaputra Flood Control Commission from the be id
ning of the Fifth Five-Year Plan. Necessary legislation is being d T
in this respect and the views of my Government have already
sent to the Government of India,

Health and F. P.

The extentions of medical facilities has continued dunng u]ltgcz:ﬁf;
Preventive measures against epidemic diseases as well 'asbla dbiime
of food are proposed to be intensified. For providing suital iocn Sl
water to the villages a scheme for accelerating the provis
water supply facilities has been taken up.

Education

i intro-
In the field of education, my Goévernment have ?:}fidct}}ic;g e
duce a new pattern of schooling, namely 1_0—{—2-{—? wrrangemt:nts Eir
the current year, in line with National Policy. .Al . aducation P
the introduction of work-experience and vocationa t? S npetTocas
schools and colleges are being finalised. The _ introduc }Oal S
tional stream of education is likely to provide practical gr
the various subjects taught. g

: : d to
In recognition of the literary contribution of (I;Iészi;‘ggn?nhave
help them to continue their literary pursuits, Pmrz o e fo twelve
granted Literary Pensions at the rate of Rs. 400 P.m.
‘eminent writers of the State.

i loyment
To provide more Elementary Education facilities anSdt :tEO$P G();vern-
Qpportunities to the educated unemployed youth pf thcith the Government
ment are implementing a scheme in co_llabc)}"auonh W1 i ere: My
of India for appointing 5,000 Primary Schoo for  improvement
Government have also taken wup a scheme P state, and (o
f Science Education right from the _ Prim ryf UNICEF and
o hieve this, a scheme with the assistance od e e
Etl}(i;mNational Council of Educational Research an

implementation;
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My Governmc\nt have also decided to establish a Sp_ecial
Cell in the Education  Directorate 0 look after CdchLUOJ_ﬂal
safeguards to the Linguistic Minority groups and for implementationt
me, the Government have already sanctioned lOOmpéIosltS
iddle

and 42 posts of teachers for
the education of the

tea garden labourers.

of the sche :
of teachers for Primary Schools

Schools. Special at_tqntion will also be given tO
childron of Bodo origin, tea garden labourers and éx-

Cultural Affairs

In the field of cultural affairs, my Government have taken impor-
d to the development and pro-

+ant decisions during this year in regar
motion of the Glm industry in the State. A film development council 18
Chitraban Film Studio is being converte:d

tituted and the Jyoti
stered society. My Government have al

ration and to extend financial assi
distributors’ society _established in co-operative sector. My Government
are also conten}p_ﬂatmg to build cinema Houses with a view to provi-
ding opportunities . to the educated unemployed youths. An Artistes
Aid Fund in order to provide financial assistance and relief to ailing
and otherwise needy artistes and their families will also be created.

so decided to establish

being cons
stance to a film

into a regi
a film finance cOIpo

Town and Country Planning

\
/

The Town and Country Planning Department I
its activities_and besides being involved in the temporary capital cons-
truction at Dispur have under-taken a number of schemes for urban
developmcnt, drainage and preparation of Master Plans and Develop-
ment Plans. Master plans for a number of district head quarters have
already beet adopted by my Government and - Master Plans for some
other districts headquarters and Subdivisional towns are under preparation

\as  intensifi ed

District Councils

Hon'ble Members are aware that following the amendment of the
Sd?edfﬂc of the Constitution, the Government -have entrusted
D“"_trwt CQuncﬂs of_l\inkir and North Cachar Hills Districts
functions 111 rcla.tlon to agriculture. minor irrigation roads and buildings’ ;
and other such important fields with the ngcptio;‘l of schemes of a
highly tﬁChPICZ‘l nature and schemes requiring centralised control owing
to their bemns common to  more than one district or for other such
reasons. This has been an important step towards self-Government and
¢ Councils are drawing up and executing scheme in consultation

the Distric -
with concerning Departments of Government.

Sixth
£ o) the

Welfare of Backward Classes

An allocation of Rs.61:25 lakhs w : ]
1972-73 for welfare of Plains Tribals al;lds n:::lizu;n stclﬂ(;rr{)ésa nrcdlgggg
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to spread of education, extension of medical

Communication, etc., in areas inhabited by plains tribal has bren taken
up. The Government are also paying special attention to the develop-
ment of Scheduled Caste people aud an allocation of Rs. 24:75 lakhs
was made for this Purpose in 1972-73. The State Government have
also taken up a scheme for extention of the educational facilities
to Other Backward Classes and an allocation of Rs. 21:00 lakhs has
been made during the year 1972-73. The Advisory Councils for the
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Plain Tribes and Other Backward Classes
continue to advise Government o1 a good number of important matiers

concerning the welfare and advancement communities or castes which
they represent.

facilities, improvement of

New Bills

Besides the usual financial and other bills, my (_j'xovernmcnt r‘l;,vlllll‘.l
place before you the following legislative measures during the cur
Session—

I. The Indian Electricity ( Assam Amendment) Bilic

2. The Tinsukia and Dibrug\arh Electric Supply Under-
takings (Acquisition) Bill.

3. The Assam Excise (Amendment) Bill.
: i il
4. The Assam Agriculture Farming Corporation Bi

» Govern-
Before I conclude,. may I assure the House t:hlat til:;) challenges
ment are sincere in their attempts to meet sqtu?::l'e );he AT
of poverty, unemployment and economic upliftmen ok o ey
beginning has been made and we shall have to St of self-reliance
achieve our goals,—removal of poverty, achievem

ol
-1 . t do mnot ice
and setting up of socialist society, but my Governmen

3 .rati d help
that the problems are insoluble and “flth the COTOP”‘:;;)_“ \:EJ e
of all concerned it is possible to have this new social or
all have pledged to build.

JAL HIND



MOTION FOR DISCUSSION ON THE [16th March

0
: OVERNOR’S ADDRESS ,

ft the Chamber at 10. 12 escorted by the

(The Governor le
Deputy Speaker.)

Under Rule 13, sub-rule (2) of the Rules of
Producedure and Conduct of Business in .Assam Legislative Assembly,
I now report that the Governor has been pleased to make a speech.
Copies of the speech have been distributed to the honourable Members

My, Speaker :

alﬁo. . 3 . . v .
I have also received the following mnotices of motions for discus-

sing the Governor’s Address from Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique, Shri
Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee and other members of the same group
and Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi. The honourable Members may now

move the motions.—Shri Handique.

Shri BIJOY KRISHNA HANDIQUE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, under
rule 13(3) of the rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly I hereby give notice of the following motion :

the Address 'of the Governor

¢That this House do now discuss z
his House to-day.”

which he has been pleased to make in t

Shri GUNENDRA NATH PANDIT : I second the motion moved
by Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique. -

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI : Under Rule 13(3) of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly I beg to move the following motion :

«“That this House do now take into consideration the Address of

the Governor delivered to-day in this House.”

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED : I second the motion moved by
Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi.

(At this stage those opposition mem
the House)

bers who walked out entered

eelld <99 Sl Iy ACZMH, Gifed @2 MAe & [H{iTeT -

SlePats farhl dgla o it o et ZPICT 32 @b et
wifdl FfRom WF  @Ech T2 SyiF TR |

_ @EE pE T . fiegiprr BleAT ST T AR A2
AAGT TR |

HCwE T —Tgw [T, Frofac  CleTEE Y AnEE

5% dglqg IEpiRE, e 12 @il 34 fafy cpet fqdd  FrEce Ages(l-
7 ofe 4Tl | FACH zA o GAFIA Al fafte e INEE
a<7 Ty 4f anepe fEw e @ om AfegE deet T st
5 FlEeA [ were Afa @ i) BREEE TasE “Afstgs |

P T SEFIN Ay FOF O, ATA gy T
o< UG : 7y AIEdl
GrelE Ath Modin Ty sify gfqcz o 92 A FA |
Mr. Speaker : The motions have been moved. I allot 20th

March, 2lst March, 22nd March, 28th March :
h, 21 , ; and 29th March, 1973
for discussion on the motion referred to In tI;e Address. il

Speach not Corrected




i
A

1973] LAYING OF ORDINANCES 2!

Report of the Business Advisory Committee.,

MR. SPEAKER: Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Besiness in Assam Legislative Assembly, I called a meeting
of the Business Advisory Committee on 2nd  March, 1973 in my
Chamber at Shillong. The Committee decided that the Assembly
commencing on 16th March, 1973 should continue upto 3rd April, 1973
and the draft progra

mme prepared by the Secretary was approved.
A copy of the pProgramme hag

already been circulated to all Mem-
bers. The Committee also deci

ded that 19th March, 1973 would be
a day of recess on account of Doljatra.

I hope this has the approval of the House,

(Voices: Yes, yes)

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA :— My

it necessary to discuss the situation that is prevailing in the State of
Assam' for the last six months in connection with the medl‘um 1ssu€.

I suggest that we should allot two days for discussing this vital matter

which concerns the entire State of Assam and its future. As it kls _
a very important matter, I feel that we should discuss it and tabe

a definite decision on this issue. We cannot allow this matter to rc

dragged on like this, Therefore, T would request the Chief 1\_’111115:;; 0

through you, to fix two days in consultation with us, for discu;mpc

this matter, and this may be discussed in a secret session.

X . - : s - ‘0 davs
the Government side will consider this suggestion and fix two Ve
for discussing this issue.

Speaker, Sir, I consider

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : We do not havgx ?\133;
objection to holding such a session, and we are prepared to o

i : 3 this
days, in consultation with the opposition leaders, for discussing
matter.

Panel of Chairmen
‘ : . d
MR. SPEAKER : Under Rule 9 of the Rules of P;ocIedtgri il?:tc
Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative A;ssembly,f (I:!h"lirmCll
the following hon. Members to constitute the Panel o ine
for the current Session of the Assembly:
1. Shri Ataur Rahman,
2. Shri Puspadhar Chaliha,

3. Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki,

4. Shri Giasuddin Ahmed.

Laying of ordinances.
Now item No. 5.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Ministgn 2 ?ir,éorl;lgs
to lay the Assam Contingency  Funds Augmentation O
ordinance, 1973.
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COMMITTEES

Item No. 6.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA S
to lay the Assam Appropriation

{NHA (Chief Minister) : Sir, I beg

Ordinance 1973.

Item No. 7.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA S
to lay the Assam Excise (Amen

INHA (Chief Minister) : Sir, I beg
dment) Ordinance, 1973.

Item No. 8.

Shri UPENDRA DAS : etz (34 Bl
S okl

= ez 5w w Aty fan

Ttem No. 9.

'Shri MAHAMMAD
Jay the Indian Electricity

IDRIS (Minister, Industries): Sir, I begto
(Assam Amendment ) Ordinance, 1972.

Ttem No. 10.

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS
to lay Tinsukia and Dibrugarh Electric Supp

Ordinance, | 972.

(Minister, Industries) : Sir, I beg
ly undertakings (Acquisition)

Motion for extension of time for submission of Reporis

Item No. 11.

Shri UPENDRA DAS (Minister Agriculture): Sir, I beg to
move c«“That this House do agree to the extension of time _for sub-
mission of the Report on the Assam Agricultural Produce Market
Bill, 1972, till 31st May, 1973%.

MR. SPEAKER : The motion moved is ““That this House do
agree to tl}e extension of time for submission of the Report on the
‘Assam Agricultural Produce Market Bill, 1972, till 3lst May, 1973.

(The motion was adopted)

Submission of Reports of the Select Commitiees

Shri PABAMANANDA GOGOI, (Minister Revenue)—Mr. speaker,
I beg to move that this House do agree to the cxtension of time
¢ submission of the Report of the Select Committee on the Assam

Sir,
movable Prope:ty (Ceiling) Bills, 1972 till 31st May, 1973.

for th
Urban Im
Mr. Speaker—The Motion moved is that thi

. o - - s H
the extension of time for submission of the Report Select C?c;lrffmg?eeag;eetlfg

ﬁ;s;agm Urban Immovable Property (Ceiling); Bill, 1972 till 3lst May
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ON SUBORDINATE L

EGISLATION

(Voics yes, yes)

The Motion is Pa-sed

Shei SYED. AHMED ALI (Minister, Town and Country
Planning) —Mr. Speaker, Sir, I bes to move that this House do agree
to the extension of time for submission of the Report of the Select
Committee 91 the Assam State  Housing Board Bill, 1972 Il 3lst
May, 1973, :

My, Speaker The Motion moved is that this House do agree to
the extension of time for

submission of the Report of the Select Clo-
mmittee on the Assam State Housing Board Bill, 1972 till 31st May,
1973,

(Voice: ye, yes)

The Motion is passed

Shri BIJOY KRISHNA HANDIQUE--Mr. Sy eaker, b‘ilfurISEebc‘{
to move that this House do agree to the extension of tlmeRO BT
mission of the Report of the Enquiry Committee on the Rep

i} d till
the Enquiry Commission  on the Assam State Electricity Board ti
30th June, 1973.

oy
Mr. Speaker—The Motion moved is that this Housfg ICLOEEBL??
to the extension of time for submission of the Report o tt }11 e
ry Committee on the Report of the Enquiry Commission on
State Electricity Board till 30th June, 1973.

(Voice: yes, yes)
The Motion is passed.

Laying of Rules and Reports

. lav
Shri UPENDRA DAS (Minister Agricu]ture)——sn',731 beg to lay
the Assam Agricultural Farming Corporation Rules, 1973.

ir. I beg
Shri PARAMANANDA GOGOj (Minister, RevenuE%—Sl{'g,]Q‘ 5
to lay the Assam (Tamporary Settled Areas) Tenancy Rules,

enue
Sir T beg to lay the Rules under the Assam  Land Ry
(Surcharge ) Act, 1970 (Assam Act of X of 1970).

. . islation
Seventeenth Report of the Committee on subordinate Legi

o t0 pre-
Shri GOLOK RAJBANSHI (Deputy Sl?eaker)"s“gldgfaie ngis-
the Seventeenth Report of the C.onun.lttee on Subor b5 s mot

imt]iim‘ The printed copy will be supplied later on a

ai'aila.ble in the office at the moment.
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Obiiuary References :
Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA, (Chief Minister)--Mr. Speaker, Sir
we mourn the death of Shri C. Rajagopalachari, popularly known as C. R,
who was born 1879. After graduation he obtained his B. L. {rom the
Law College, Madras and joined the Bar there. Soon he buil. up 2
flourishing practice between 1900 and 1919. :

Shri Rajagopalachari first made his mark in all India Politics as 2
recruit to Mrs. Basant’s Home Rule League. He was immediately re-
cognised as a new force in the movement. The year 1919 wasa turning
point in his life as well as the contemporary history of Indian nation.

In that year Gandbiji visited Madras and stayed with Rajaji. It was
f friendship and understanding

during this stay that the strong bonds o
between them were developed. Rajaji accepted Gandhiji’s ‘Satyagraha’
and non-co-operation movements ~whole hearted. At Gandhiji’s call, he
gave up his legal practice in 1921. He was also one of the signa-
tories to the famous manifesto of October 4, 1921 declaring that it was
the duty of every Indian Soldier and Civilian to sever his connection
with the British Government and find some other means of livelihood.
In the following year when the Swaraj Party became the dominant
wing of th_e Congress, Rajaji devoted himself to the constructive works
such as Hindu-Muslim unity, eradication of untouchability, the Swadeshi
Movement and prohibition. He was the General Sccretary of the Indian
National Congress during 1921-22 and served as a member n the
Congress Working Committee between 1922-1942 and again during
1043.47. He was imprisoned five times in Congress campaigns.

In 1937 Shri Rajagopalachari became the Prime Minister of Madras

PI I'IFS%anCy but relinquished office in 1039 along with other Congress
sters on ideological grounds when India was forced to participate in
}lgfen\::'orld War II. In 1942 he resigned from the Congress duc 10 if-
Gand}ff_J-Of ?‘leon'. However, he assisted j Mahatma Gandhi in the
life and innah talks in September 1944. In 1946 he re-entered active
G s mﬁr_anr-}n-chargc of Education and Finance in the Governor
eneral’s Council during 1946-47.
In August 1947 Raja." s
i 2 3 ji was appointed the Governor of West Bengal
a?dtht:n él(l)ne,t 1948 he became thepé)rst Indian and last Governor Genera
2 untry and remained as such till January 96, 1950 when India
became a Sovereign Democratic Republic.

ut Inorlgoag(; 19150’ Rajaji joined the Union Cabinct as 2 Minister with
iq(:: heI;ded the l&iﬁﬁuar& 1951 he became the Home Minister. In 1952
O et Yea‘l‘s,ls ry in Madras for the second time and stepped

1954, Rajaji AT
RatnIar}’. ajaji was Conferx-‘ed the Nation’s highest honour “Bharat
In 1959, Rajagopalachari founded the Swatantra Party. Though he

:d not hold any sition i : . 43
e @l the end. position in the party, he continued to be its guiding
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Rajagopalachari’s carly years were influenced by ‘the current ten

dencies of the Indjan middle class socja] reform and self-improvement.
Yet like Tilak, he feit uncomfortable among the westernised men who
led the Congress then.

© him Social reform did not mean blind
imitation - of the West nor sc]f—improvcment denial of his Indjan herit-
age.  Consequently, he could join that Organisations only after 1917 when,
under Mahatma Gandhj’s influence, many changes occurred.

Rajagopalachari waged
Nuclear weapons and in this context his corre
Premier Nikita Khruschev attracted the world’

s attention. He was the
Principal Spokesman of the three-man Indjay

delegation sent by the
Gandhi Peace Foundation in 1962 to canvas support for the cessation

Rajagopalachari was also a writer of great repute. Author of about
15 volumes, he wrote in both Tamil and English.

. : : :
This elder Statesman and ardent patriot, a profound scholar as "g:e rI
as a versatile writer of the Country passed away on the :‘Zath Decem
1972. We convey our condolence to the bereaved family.

Then Sir, we ako mourn the death of Shri Liladhar_BagZ?;ﬁ:
a prominent congress worker and former mcmbm_' gf the RaJ}I'_?c i
was born at village Silsako pear North Gauha:u m_1903.h T
actively connected with social service activities since his boy (t)an‘d e
left college in Calcutta 1930 to join the non-co-operation r_nove!f’_nen inat
to undergo imprisonment. He was sent to jail several times for p
ing in freedom movement.

i d
Shri Barooah was a stauncheg follower of Mahatma Ga?fdh;n ?;Ec
responded to Gandhiji’s call for “Dandi March” and par.txcq?athe o
March as one of the active members, He was the Sccr_ctal}’ ('zenaxy i
Pradesh Congress Constructive Committee and Gandhi Gens i
bration Committee. Ag member of the Ra:]ya Sabha for a sp
years he always focussed op the State’s various problems.

i i i i organi-
Shri Barooah was associated with various Social and Gulturifi fog i
sation. He was loved and respected by all sections of the peop
amiable nature and selfless social works,

1973,
This prominent congressman passed away on 29th January,
We convey our condolence to the bereaved family.

Then Sir, we are to mourn the death of Md. Nurul {581331 Al\égr
Nurul Islém, an ex-M. L. A. was born at NOwgong-]nd s :Bar s
taking graduation from the Cotton College, he was qualifiec e
started legal practice at Nowgong in 1928, Mad. Islam devf? <13 s
his time in social uplifiment. He was associated “fxt_h se‘g:lard e oA
tions. He became a member of the Nowgong Municipal 051f R
and in 19%4-55 he was Vice-Chairman and thep Chairman o
gong Local Board.

101 ; ment and
1921, Md. Islam Joined the non-cooperation move o
aﬂivle?y participated in the freedom struggle. He was a member of the
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ommittee. In 1952 he was elected to the

Nowgong District Congrees G S
lected in 1957 from Dhing

Assam Legislative Assembly and was re-¢
Constituency on Congrees ticket.

Md. Islam was a popular leader and was loved and respected by all.

This distingumshed Congressmail passed away on 8th Fcbrujry, 1973
at the age of 74. We convey our condolence to the bereaved family.

Sir, we also mourn the death of Shri Hariprasad Neog. Born in
1929 at Jorhat Shri Hariprasad Neog, former General Secretary of the
Asam Sahitya Sabha and Secretary of the Co-ordination Committee for
production of Text Books of the Dibrugarh University an_d noted literary
figure of Assam had his education at Jorhat. After obtaining post gra-
duate degree in Assamese he served as Lecturer in D. R. College Gola-
ghat and Debicharan Barua Girls’ College till his joining as the Secre-
tary of the Co-ordination Committee for production of lext Books. It
was under his able stewardship that a large number of text books on
different subjects in Assamesz were prepared and published | by the Dibru-
garh University this year. Shri Neog was associated with the literary,
cultural and public life of Assam. In 1959-63 he was the Assistant
General Secrctary of the Assam Sahitya Sabha and in 1965 he was elect-
ed General Secretary of the Sabha. ‘

This noted literature and former General Secretary of the Assam
Sahitya Sabha passed away on 19th February, 1973 at the age of 44.

gHRI GAURISHANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr Speaker, Sir, I on
behalf of this side of the House associate with the obituary references made
by the leader of the House. With the death of Chakravarty Raja Gopalachari
4t the age of 93, the grand old man of Indian politics and a classical
Jiterature has gone away from us. Raja Gopalachari was @ dynamic
ersonality. He had joined the National movement €vell long before
Gandhiji had joined. He was an associate of Annie Besant and an
active member of the Home Rule League. He had given tremendous
contribution for the awakening of the Indian people against British
impeﬁaliﬁm- Later on, he joined the Indian National Congress and
came to be known as the conscience keeper of Gandhiji. He was a
sharp intellect, a devoted patriot, and above all, a clean and bold
man. He did not mince matters. When he found that he could not
agree with the Congress on certain fundemantal principals, he did not
hesitate to differ with his colleagues. When Congress, in its eagerness
to share power with British imperialism had split into two; Congress -
was divided into the No-Changers and the Swarajists, Rajaji instead
of going over to the Swarajists and becoming 2 Member of the
Legislature chose to be a No-Changer and followed Gundhiji ardently.
In 1942, when Congress was hesitating to come to 2 compromise with
the Muslim League on the issue of the Hindu Muslim question,
Rajaji chose again to go away from the Congress and tried his Dbest
o bring about an understanding between the Quadd-e-Azam and the
M ahatma and later on it was mainly due to his efforts that the two
jeaders met and though peinful it was because of the partition of
the country, it emanated from this understanding  that the British
Government had to handover power to the Indian hands. He was

oot only the prime Minister of Madras, he was not only the
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~of his life, remained vigorous, active and healthy both in body
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Governor of West Bengal, a Minister in
he was also thel Iastf (l}.overnor General
all. In the realm ol literature, particular] lassi i
his contribution stands unique. He had transiatid zfn?sm:cllitedme;ﬁ::éﬁ
all the valuable scriptures of Hinduism including the Mahabharat
the Ramayana, thq Upanlshada and many moreb. He was active to,
the last days of his life. When he foung that he could not, with
his ideas, be in the congress he chose to form another Part,y, the
Swatantra Party. .HO‘»‘_-'GVCI' much we disagree with his Political VIOws
and his way of life, it must be admitted that he, to the last day
and
mind. Thcrcforcz there areé many things in Rajaji which should
imbibe our coming gencrations. It will be a fitting tribute to his
memory if the great and grand qualities of Rajaji are emulated or
imbibed.

the Ceniral Cabinet but
of India. That is not

In the death of Liladhar Barua, an ex-Member of the Indian
Parliament, a Member of the Rajya Sabha, Assam has lost a great
patriot and a staunch ﬁght‘?r_fol‘ the country’s freedom. Even when
he was a student he had joined the Dandi March of Gandhiji and
he was the only Assamese to be a Member of that erand company,
which really was the crusader for. India’s full independence.

Even thereafter, he had continued his contacts with Gandhiji and
his Ashram, and was in this State spreading the tenets of Gandhiji
and the ideal of his life. Tt was in due recognition of his services
to the country that he was elected to the Rajya Sabha. As a member
of the Rajya Sabha from Assam, whenever issues involving the lives
of the Assamese people were raised in the Rajya Sabha, he was bold
enough to take up the issues. We remember his role in the days of
1960 When Assam was maligned in that Rajya Sabha, and it was
Shri Barua who was bold enough to take up the issue and could
assert the cause of the Assamese people in that august House. When
he found that there were great differnces with his own colleagues
during the latest split of the Congress, he chose to lea_ve the Indu-af
group and had joined the Organisation Congress, and till the day o

“his death, he was the Treasuirer of the Assam Branch of the Organisation

Congress. We might or might not agree with his political views, _but
it must be admitted that he was a staunch patriot and great sacrificer
for the cause of the country’s freedom. In the death of Md. Nurul
Islam, you will definitely feel a personal loss, because you remember
that we were in the Assam Legislative Assembly for VIOI:lg 10 years.
He was a lovable personality and the one who used to bridge the gulf
of differences whenever there were any. He was a very polite and a
very soft-speaking gentleman, and at the same time, he was very ﬁrrln
in his principles. In these days, when ~some section of our people
were swayed' away by the waves of communalism, it \fﬁva\‘.:'s1
Md. Nurul Islam among many others, who stood as arllatmnahst an
did continue to be a nationlist till the last day of his life.

It was good and proper that the people whom hef
represented had given him proper tribute and elevated to the plgcc oqr
honour and authority. In the death of Hari Prasad Neog at the youn%
age of only 44, Assam has lost a great, good and promising yout
Many hon’ble members of this House might not be knowing him very
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who knew him closely cannof forget the great

ter promises that this youngman had in him. He
e and devoted educationist, not only a capable
thinker. He was, in the last
and I must say that it

closely, but those
qualities and still grea
sl nobsonly: @ ysincer
literature but he was also a political
few years of his life, my political associate,
was in many occasions, due to his advice, counsel and guidance that
I could try to understand  the complex and at the same time the
syntht:tic nature of the Assamese society. He was the General Secretary
of the Assam Sahitya Sabha but he was miles and miles away from
of chauvinism, he was one who knew, understood and
hat the Assamese society 1s 2 composite society. and that
‘here there are many streams and stream-lets, wher:: there
are different thoughts. And these thoughts, these trends must continue
and live together and they must put their shoulders together, so that
the Assamese nationality could be built up as a strong, virile and
progressive one. Unfortunately while he was doing all that he could
for the country and the society, he could not do anything for his
family, and therefore when he died as an employee of the Dibrugarh
University, his family has been left behind in great financial distress.
It will be a fitting tribute to him on the part of the Government, if
the Government take up the issue of maintaining his widow ‘and his

any sort
propagatcd t
it is socity W

.

children and particularly, take measures to give them proper education
because he died at a very young age of only 44 and he could leave
nothing for his wife and children.

For his wife and children, I therefore beseech that the Government
do take up the matter and give whatever concrete help it can give
to the members of the bereaved family. I sincerely condole the deaths
e Al thesCPEISONS and again say that we associate ourselves ith
the obituary references already made. o
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Mr." Speaker :—] whole heartedly associate myself with the
sentiments that have been expressed by the Leader .of the House
and other Hon’ Members at the passing away of Shri Chakravartg
Raja Gopalachari, Shri Liladhar Borooah, Md. Nurul Islam an
Shri Hari Prasad Neog.

Chakravarty Raja Gopalachari

Shri Chakravarty Raja Gopalachari, styled and popularly
known as C.R. was born in Madras in 1879 A born intel_lectual, C._R-
was responsible for the constructive works such as Hindu-Muslim
unity, eradication of untouchability the Swadeshi Movement. }S{e
also jumped into the freedom movement and joined t_he Ind}an
National Congress like other eminent leaders of India leaving
voluntarily the roaring legal practice. He was General Secretary
of the Indian National Congress during 1921-22 and was a member
of thé Working Committee during 1922 to 1942 and from 1946 to
1947. He ‘courted imprisonment for several terms. In 1937 he
became the Prime Minister of the undivided Madras Presidency
but relinquished the office at the call of the Congress. After
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appointed the Governor of West Bengal

Governor General of free
when [ndia declared herself
d the Union Cabinet as
the Chief Minister of

independence, he was
in 1947 and became the First Indian
india 1n 1948 till 26 th January, 1950,
soverelgn Democratic Republic. He joine
the Home Minister, in 1950. He also became

Madras in 1952.

ician, he had an ideological rift with the
and founded the Swatantra party of
high position in the party-
his opinion  in the

As a dynamic polit
Indian National Congress
India in 1969 without holding any
Being a versatile writer, he expressed
“Swarayya the party’s political weekly and made a valuable
contribution there. He was a writer of great repute and wrote
some rare books in ©nglish and Tamil. He was awarded the
Nation’s highest award ‘Bharat Ratna’ in 1954. 4

We have lost in him an astute Lawyer, an elder statesmam,

a ‘dynamlc politician, an ardent patriot, a profound scholar, a mar
of letters and a true leader of the country. This great soul passed
away on the 25th of December, 1972. The country is poorer by
his passing away and we all mourn the irreparable loss. May

his soul rest in peace.

Shri Liladhar Borooah.

Shri .I‘iiadhar Barooah, a prominent Congress leader was
born at Silsanko Village near North Gauhati. He was actively
connected with the social service and joined the freedom Movement

imprisonment sever

under Mahatmg_GandJ:ﬁ. He also courted
times for participating in the Freedom Movement. He was the
s Constitution Committee.

Secretary of the Assam Pradesh Congres

He was also a Member of the Rajya Sabha from Assam  and
was loved and respected

forcefully focussed Assam’s problems. He
py all sections of people. We all mourn the death of this veteran

Congress leader.

Md. Nurul Islam.

1301'11 at Nowgong in 1899, Md. Nurul Islam was a social
worker and a staunch Congressman. He participatcd in -the
Freedom Movement as an active nember of the Indian National
Cosgress. He was a Member of the Nowgong District Congress
cg_rnmlttee. He was elected to the Assam Legislative Assembly in
1{.432‘and re-clected on 1957 as a Congress candidate. He devoted
his life for the cause of the public and upliftment of the down-

+rodden society. In his death, we have lost a popular leader.

Shri Hari Prasad Neog.

Bor‘fl] in 192:‘9 1at.J0rhat, Shri Hari Prasad Neog was responsi-
i 1pb}w1§;fl%flon and reorientation of the production of the
er of Text Books of the Dibrugarh University in

ble for
large num
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Assamese,

0 sissamese, ne served the
D. R. College, Golaghat and Debicharan Baruah College, Jorhat as
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in 1965. Shri Neog was inti-

literary,  cultural and social
organisation in Assam, We al] mourn his premature death.

I now request the Hon. Members to rise in their seats for one
minute to pay our homa

8¢ and to pray far eternal peace of the
departed souls,

(The House rose and observed two minutes prayerful silence.)

Adjourment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a. m. on Tuesday, the
20th March, 1972.
Dispur : P. D. Barua,

Secretary,
The 9th July, 1973. Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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