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i Proceedings of the Fourth ‘Session of the
Assembly assembled after the Fifth Ge
under the Sovereign Democratic

. of India

Assam Legislative
neral Election
Republican Constitution

o

‘ The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, "Dispur, Gaubhati
at 10 A. M. on Friday, the 23rd March, 1973,

A PRESENT

Shri R. C. Barooah, B. L., Speaker in the Chair,

11 (eleven)
Ministers, 3 (three) Ministers of State and 83

(Eighty three) Members,

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Te which oral replies were given)

Date : 23rd March, 1973
Mr. SPEAKER :—Now, pending questions. B
Re: Regional Transport Authority

Sl;ri BALABHADRA DAS Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUK-
asked : DAR (Minister -in-charge  of
Transport) replied:

*32. Will the Minister, Transport
be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact that there 32. (a)—No. It is nog a fact,
is no Regional Transport Au- In the districts of Cachar, Nowgong,
thOrity in any district of Sibsagar, Goalpara, Kamrup Lakhim-
Assam constituted under the pur, Dibrugarh and Dariang, the_-
provisions of sub-section 2 of  Regional Transport Authorities have
Section 44 of the Motor Vehi- been constituted under t'he prov;‘slons
cles Act read with Rule 60 of of sub-section 2 of Section _440thlc
the Assam Motor Vehicles Motor vehicles Act read with h_l.{c
Rules ? 60 of the Assam Motor Ve T1(:‘1:9)

Rules. In the districts  of North

Cachar Hills and Mikir H_ll‘ls the

; ) Regional Transport Authorities are

~ ; constituted under second proviso to

Y ‘ Section '44 (2) of  Motor Vehicles Act,

1939,
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(b) When the previous Regional
Transport Authorities  were
constituted by the erstwhile
Government in different dis-
tricts ? -

(c) Whether ii is a fact that the
present Regional Transport
Authorities functioning in diffe-
rent districts are constituted by
only one member under pro-
viso I to . Sub-section 2 of
Section 44 of the Motor Vehi-
cles Act ?

(d) Why the usual procedure has
been deviated in the matter of
constitution of the Regional
Transport Authorities?

(e) If so, what is the reason for
considering neces.ary or expe-
dient to act undecr proviso of
sub-section 2 of Section 44 of
the Motor Vehicles Act, in the
districts at a time ?

(f) The Special circumstance which
led to constitute one member
Regional Transport Authority
In all the districts ata time ?

QUESTIONS
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(b)—The dates on Whlc}; ﬂtlhﬂ
previous Regional Transp01t1 u ‘ct"
rities were constitut.ed b};_{_ 1_TCt CSS -
hileNG ayvernmentiant ai :‘316;1 is-
tricts are indicated below:

1. Gauhati, Silchar, Nowgoug and

Tezpur, Regional Transport
Authori,tic.r,, 31st January 1972,
2. Dhubri Regional Transport
Authority, 14th June 1971.
3. Jorhat Regional Transport

Authority, 11th February 1970.

4+ North Lakhimpur and Dibrug_;a‘rh
Regional Transport Authorities
11th December 19713

5. Diphu and Haflong Regional
Transport Authority, 28th June
1969.

(c)_\No, In the districts of
Cachar, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Goal-
para, Kamiup, Lakhimpur, Darrang
and Dibrugarh Regional ‘lransport
Authorities are constituted under _thc
provisions of sub-section 92 of section
44 of the Motor Vehicles Act read
with Rule 60 of the Assam _Motor
Vehicles Rules. In  other districts
viz Mikir Hills and North Cachar
Hills the Regional Transport Autho-
rities are constituted under second
proviso to sub-section (2) cf Section
44 of the Motor Vehicles Act.

(d), (e).& (f)—The Single mem-
ber Regional Transport- Authorities
were set up and the previous Regio-
nal Transport Authorities were dis-
solved on the eve of the last gene-

ral election along with other Boards

and Committees set up by the Govern-
ment in order to enable the willing
members of the said dissolved Regio-
nal Transport Authorities to contest
clection.




- is yet to be ¢

19731 QUESTIONS 225
(g) \’VllClllel‘ Government is aware (2)—Does not arise in  view of
that due to want of public reply to (c) above.,
Iepresentation in the Regional ‘
Transport Authority the pub-
lic interest has been suffering ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talu sport) :—Sir I
Want to read out the relevant ]

t. It says, “‘the

ue to function until their SUCCESSors are appointed.
overnment however may reconstitute before the expiry of two
years' term any or all the Authorities or remove any of the mem-
bers at any time if Government consider the same necessary or
expedient in public interest’”.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ;
extraordinary situation was ari
member in the R.T.A. Board in

—Sir, may I know whether any
sen for appointment of any such
different districts of Assam ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minist®r Transport) —Sir, I
- have already replied in my answer to (d), (e) & (f) of Q. No. 32.

> Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Sir, whether any of these R.T.A.
Boards has completed the terms of two years ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister Transport) :—No, Sir.

Shri Dula] Chandra Barua *—Sir, when the term of two years

ompleted, then how the Government can reconstitute
the Authorities or remove any of the members ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister
4 have stated that Government may do so
the same necessary or expedient in the publ

Transport) :—Sir, I
if, Government consider
ic interest.

G Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—Sir, that is why we are asking

under what circumstances Government think it necessary to re-
constitute ? : :

Shri'Hareudra Nath Talukdar (Minister Transport) :—Sir, that
“ I have already replied in my answer to (d), (e) & (9).

Shri Dula] Chandra Barua:—Sir, I want to know from the ’
Hon'ble Minister whether the man who has been convicted under
M.V.I. Act or against whom any such case is pending can be
appointed as Member ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister Transport) +—No, Sir,
. he cannot be included. .
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :—May 1 know from the Hon’ble
Minister how one such person in J orhat has heen included in the
R.T.A. Board when so-many cases are against him under the M.V.

Act 7
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port) .—Sir, if the

Talukdar (Minister Trans
n I will look into

Shri Harendra Nath
his fact to my notice, the

Hon'ble Member brings t
it. -
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BARUA :—Sir, may I know from the

any amount has been proposed to be spent
ng the 5th Five-Year Plan period ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA
Hon’ble Minister whether

for these Sugar Mills duri

Md. IDRIS (Minister, Industries) Sir,
has not yet been finalised, Therefore, we ha

the Fifth Five-Year Plan
make any allocation.

ve not yet been able to

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ;—Sir, my point is whether
any amount has been earmarked for these Mills during the plan
period ? .

Md. IDRIS (Minister, Industries
at the moment. But from our depart

) Sir, there is no plan allocation
Rupees one lakh for taking pr’climina

ment side, we have sanctionied

ry steps.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA :—Sir,

the State Government prepared the plans and project reports, it

could not submit the necessary financial requirment of these mills

during the plan Period. If it is so, then whether Government of

Astam will be in a position to finance all these 7 (Seven) Mills ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister) Sir, it is
responsibility of the State' Government to arrange the finance.

Md. UMARUDDIN :--Sir, according to the existing  policy
of the Government of India, Sugar Industries are to be established

under the Co-operative Sectors. May I know whether Government is
going to abandon that particular policy ?

is it a fact that when

the

Md. IDRIS (Minister, Industries ) Sir, I have stated

very
categorically in my reply.

e | W 9T bfawe (B (TN dgT zT AW (7 AT
14 7 BgAhl 2o SIFA fArEmAT gz Wiy |

It any Co-operative comes up under this Board we will be able
to allow them.

Md. UMARUDDIN :—Sir, we want to know whether it should
be under Co-operative or under the Public Sector ?

d. IDRIS (Minister, Industries) Sir, this is o new _dwmon we
are Igtlaing toRtakc(: up. I think this Corporation s stfmdmgdon :11111(:
way of taking up the Co-operative Sugar 1\/1111.1 Sir, un era o
Corporation separate holding company _may be ailowed to dmtn Ee
individual unit. Therefore, if any particular unit is propese ollow
managed by a particular society, Ithink we will be ableh_to Saector
them and make arrangement accordingly. Further more, t{ is T
question has not yet been decided. We have only applied orhlc nthi;':
When licences will be issued by the Government of India, then
thing will be decided.
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Shrimati RENUKA DEVI BARKATAKI—Ar. Speaker, Sir, there
is a definite policy of the Government of India regarding the estabilish
ment of Sugar Mills. May I, know from the Hon’ble Industry Minister
in which sector these mills will be established—in the corporate secof
or in the public sector ? As far as we know, Government of India’
policy is not to encourage establishment of sugar mills in the private
sector. That is why I want to know from .the Hon’ble Minister who
will decide as to which of the sectors these sugar mills will be esta-

blished. :
Shri Md, IDRIS (Minister, Inustries)—7This matter i
ideration of the Government of Assam. ) Sap oo
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Re: Members of Board of Revenue

|
Shri LAKSHMI KANTA SAIKIA
asked,

*45. Will the Minister, Revenue
be pleased to state—

(@) Who are the Members of the
anrd of Revenue ?

i (b) What are the functions ofthe
: Board ?

(c) How many cases are pending
in the Board till December
31, 1972 »

Shri PARAMANANDA GOGOI
(Minister, Revenue) replied:

45. (a)—Shri S. M. L. Bhatnagar,
I.A, S.—Chairman.

2. Shri B.P. Singh. I.A.S.—
Member.

3. Shri B. Dowerah, I. A.S.—
Member (part time).

(b)—The functions of the Board
are to hear appeals/petitions prefer—
red before it under the Assam
Land and Revenue Regulation 71886
and the Assam Board of Revenue
Act, 1962.

{(c)—796 cases are pending till
31st December * 1972.
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(d) How this Board has helped
. the Revenue Department in
settling up the Land Settlement

cases ?

QUESTIONS

[2 3rd Ma rch

., (d)—The Board is the_highest
Revenue appellate authority. Its
functions being quasijudical, it has
no administrative executivc Or ad-
visory functions to grant settlement
of land. By deciding revenuc appeals
it administers justice.

Si:ri MAL CHANDRA PEGU—Since when are these appeals lying

pending ?

Shri PARAMANANDA GOGOI (
Therefore

started functioning in 1968.
1968. =

Minister, Revenue)—The Board

the cases are peniling since

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU-—How many cases arc pending and

from what dates ?

Shri PARAMANANDA GOGOI
pending case the date varies and it is not

(Minister,

Revenue)—In cach
possible to give them off hand.
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QUESTIONS
Re: High Schools in the

Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR
asked:

"b *48. Will the h'iinistcr, Education
e

pleased to state—

(2) The number of High Schools
taken over by the Government?

(b)  When all the High Schools in
the State will be taken over?

Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR g “Mr. Speaker Sir,

233
State

Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUK-

DAR (Minister of Education)
replied:

48. (a)—Eight Aided High Schools
have been taken over: by the
Government since 1962 and their
names are as follows—

1. Kokrajhar Higher Secondary
School.

2. Jorhat Girls’ Higher Secondary
School.

3. T. C. Girls’ Higher Secondary
School, Gauhati.

4. Nowgong Girls’ Higher Secon-
dary School.

5. Dhubri Girls’ Higher Secon-
dary School,

6. Tezpur Girls’ Higher Secon-
dary School.

7. Silchar Girls’ Higher Secon-
dary School.

8. Gurdon
School,

(b)—The taking
deficit Schools is
tion of the

Higher
Nalbari.

Secondary

over of the
under considera-
Government.

may I know from

the Education Minister what principles are followed for taking over the

High Schools.

Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR (Education Minister) :

Sir, according to suitability.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA—Sir, there are certain conditions

to be fulfilled for taking over the Schools. o |
conditions to be fulfilled to bring them under the administration of the

Government ?

Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR (Education

May I know what are those

Minister) :

Sir, as T told earlier, the schcols are taken over according to suitabi-

lity.
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA—Sir, there arc certain criteria,
whether this has been fixed up at the time of taking cver the Schools.

Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR (Education, Minister) —
Syi, mainly stress was given to girls’ education.
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‘ Re: Petro-chemical Complex at Bongaigaon
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA Shri MAHAM
; MAD ID ini
asked: (er, STidustes) rep]ie??s (Minis

%49, Will the Minister, Industries
be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Petro-chemic

{ 0-C al 49, (a)—The following les o

Qc)mplcx at Bongaigaon has connc(gti)on with Oltl('::m%{eﬁwmks %5
been started and when it is Petro-chemical Complex atn eﬁg:gfi_

expected oa ad ?
prottdive boi R icel gaon have been started.—

7

‘?.(‘
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(i) The contour survey of (lhe
Plant site,

(i) The contour survey of the
colony site.

(iif) Sinking of the exploratory
tube-wells for the water supply
of the complex.

(iv) Evaluation of the different
processes leading to the manu-
facture of polyester fibre,

(v):} Designing of the distillation
unit of the Refinery.

The "firm date of completion
is not known at this stage.

(b) How many local qualified
youths have been employed
in the said complex and’ in
what capacities ?

(b)—Recruitment have not yet
been started ; though applications
have been reccived in response to
advertisements made by Indian Petro-
chemical Corporation Limited.

However, a, Land Acquistion
Officer has been taken by the Indian
Petro-chemicals Corporation Limited
on deputation from the Government
of Assam.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: The Hon’ble Minister
incharge stated earlier in this House that he will take up the Matter with
the Government of India relating to employment potential etc. May I
know from the Government whether any account is taken by the Govern-
ment of Assam from the Central Government ?

MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Minister): We are still pu rsuing that matter
and aked them to sv pply withall the inform ation when the entire scheme
is finalssed.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Arc we to understand that
by delaying in giving such kind of information they are trying o
deprive the legitimate claim of the local people. Has the Government
taken up any scheme to train our local boys to man the complex ?

MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Minister, Industries): To allay the apprehep.
sion of deprivation of local candida?es of th(_:ir due share, we are Pursuing
this matter of recruiting local car_ldlclates vigorously ;u}d we have taken
it up at all levels; the House I’l’llgh.t remember that in the last session
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: e e the PPN ES e h o s agreed to include one
s Glop s ey harepll'(cd:scntatives in the Selection Board. As

the State Government ' :

(?g ards appolntments (O jobs carrylng a pay scale of less thfm 'RS.SOO

1agrnonth the categorical reply from the Government of India 1is that
2 (=

in Central Government undertaking such recruitment must be through
local Employment Exchanges.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: The Minister had stated in
the House one year beforc during the Budget Session that one of _'the
State Government representatives would be included in the Selection
Board. but till today the Government of Assam is not in a position
to knéw the employment potential of different ca_tcgorles of posts.
Is the Government aware that they have already started recruiting
personnel for the Bongaigaon gomplcx at Barode and though the
Government of Assam is insisting that the SClCCthhl‘-l should be made
at Bongaigaon or Gauhati they are not conceding it. If so what
concrete steps Government has taken to prevent such things.

MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Himister Industries): First of all the
I. P. C. L. has categorically denied that any recruitment has' been made at
Baroda. Therefore, that apprehension of recruitment of outsiders at Baroda
has no bases. As regards interview of candidates, we have been assured
categorically by the Government of India that the interviews would
be held at Gauhati, and, if possible in other places also.

Shri PREMODHAR BORA :—I1 want to know dcflinitc[y whe=
ther there was any agreement between the Government of India and the
State Government regarding employment and finance ? If not whe-
ther the Minister is aware that for non-existence of such an  agree-
ment, the Head office of the I.P.C. L. which is outside our State
is recruiting outsiders ?

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Minister Indusries): So far as the
question of employment is concerned. I have alregdy replied. So far as the
question of agreement is concerned, there. is ‘a set. pattern for . the
whole country as a whole., I have mnot heard of any  such Ml
ment between the different State Governments and the "'Central Gove-
rnment. But it is very proper that when a  Central _Government
undertaking is going to he . established in our State the.emPIOyment
should be very liberally reserved for ‘our local boys. This matter K
have taken up vigorously and I, have assured the, , House, .on. gL
occasions that there is no laxity on our part, =~ =@ 0 SCAIIRES

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED : Hav: the Govern
mation as to th= requirement of technical personnel
gories, and ' what number of such ' technical”
available in Assam,

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS (MinisSter Industries):
just now in response to a question by Hon’ble Member,
requited number of technical “Hands® to " man” this
'Been'| furpished to ‘us, 'but we expect ‘that they
‘details’ 'very 'soom.

ment aug; infor-
; of different, cate-
personinel © are” locally

[

I have rcp[!Ie'd
Sh,_z'i Barua, that the
Project — has ‘not yet
will “give' ' ‘the' enfire

g
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: The Minister has stated that
there is a set pattern for all Government of India undertakings all
over the country, Therefore, what is the difficulty on the part of
the Government of Assam to get the information from the Govern-
ment of India regarding requirement of technical personnel ? May 1
also know from the Minister as to whether the Government has madc
any survey to locate local talents who are working outside the country
giving their services to

other countries ? If so whether Government
Propose to bring them back to serve their own People ?

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Minister, Industries) :About local talents
there is 1o second opinion. If they are fit to be employed in this complex,
they should get the first chance. It is not known to me who are
the boys who are serving abroad. When a suggestion has come from
the Hon’ble Member I shall be very thankful if he could give
me the information about such

boys. I shall also try to get infor-
mation from the appropriate authority,
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Sir. 1 have got district-wise figures. Should I read them ?

3

Myr. SPEAKER : Then it will take the entire question hour.

MAHAMMAD IDRIS: Then I will place it on the table
of the House.

MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, out of 955 villages which
have been electrified, some have been electrified quite a number of
years back and some latcr. May I know whether in these villages
any energy is being utilised for irrigation andfor industrial develgp..

ment ?

MAHAMMAD DRIS: That isa new question Sir. There is no -

indication in the information supplied by the Board about industrial
utilisation, but they have definitely said that some y

ower
been set up. P pumps have

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED: May I know i
villages were selected for electrification leaving asid?:nogn};?t v?lzll;iest};esc
ges ’

: MAH.AMMAD IDI IS: Sir, the basis must be conveni _
is convenient for the Board to draw line from the nvemence,' It
It.is easy to draw line from a point which is nearer tfarest point.
point which is far off. Therefore, the Board mugtc I 1ank from a
acccunt distance of a village from the existing line 1ave taken into

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED: Is it a fact that the villages inha-

bited by a certain community have |
: - 7 een ey
avoided or electrification ? ; ) carefully and deliberately
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MAHAMMAD IDRIS: I cannot give a reply on that point.

But I can assure the }1011. Member that if he can give me any
material or a note I will surely look into it

Mr. SPEAKER: The question hous is over.
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G MEET CENTRAL LEADERS—ASSAM SITUATION
FAR FROM NORMAL”
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sorry
to trouble you again and again on the same issue. But this has practically
created a great sensation throughout the State. It is regarding a
news item published in to-day’s Assam Tribune under the caption
“Purkayastha to meet Central Jeaders—Assam Situation far from nor-
mal” 1 am reading some portion of the news item. “Shri Purkayas-
tha who was on his way to New Delhi from Silchar told the newsmen

ol

i

&

;j’m

at Calcutta airport that he would tell Union Minister of State for -

Home K.C. Pant and other Central leaders in clear terms that the
situation in Assam was far from mnormal................cceieoeeeeeen SnR AR
Shri Purkayastha along with some other MLAs of Cachar had already
boycotted the Assam Assembly: Describing the current visit of three

West Bengal Ministers to Assam as ‘unfortunate’, Shri Purkayastha said -

that attempts were being made by the Assam Government...............
«Sir, he being a Minister of the Government, he is part and parcel
of the Government. “He said that the sale of Bengali newsp:pers and
show of Bengali films are not aliowed in Assam and girl students in
colleges in Nowgong and other districts had been given notice to
discard their sarees and wear Mekhla (Assamese dress). There is gro-
wing insecurity among the minorities. How then can the situation in
Assam be normal’ he asked. Sir, this is a serious thing. I know it
may not be palatable to you and to the members of House. The
question is, still he is inside the Government and if a member of the
Cabinet goes on like this, I do not know how the democracy can
function, and I do not know where do we stand? If this gentleman is
allowed to continue in this way, I am afraid, democracy cannot function
We are proposing to discuss the situation in a Secret Session o
that nothing untoward may happen by getting publicity of the i)ro-
ceedings of House. But inspite of that he is indulging in these acti-
vities. I want to know from the Chief Minister categoricaliy whether
he is going to do anything in this matter.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA, (Chief Minister): It is g part of
same complaint to which I have already replied. I have said that the matter
is under my consideration and unless a decision is taken it is difficult
for me to say anything.

 Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whether the Government i
going to contradict the news? In the report the name of Now on::
is referred and you know Sir, a boy of Nowgong (Shri Anil Bora) dicd:

Sy
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But the people of Nowgong behaved well and
like this and if something may happen then w
(Interruptions) We want to know whether he i
what- action is going to be taken against him.

if things go on
hat will be situation?
s 1n the Cabinet and

Shri BADAN CHANDRA TALUKDAR: Sjr,
loctiaely responsible to the House, So,

the Cabinet is col-
of the Cabinet the entire

the action of a member
ble to the House,

for
Cabinet is responsi

Shrimati RENUKA DEVI BARKATAKI: Sir. this
al'egation against the Government and ,
Purkayastha is a friend of mine but I

mad. He has become desparate. He is giving publicity that the girls
are not allowed to put on sarees, Sir, I am an Assamese lady cz':m.d
I also wear saree—to-day 1 am wearing a saree. During the last
disturbances I put on saree and travelled throughout the State,
But I was never harassed by any Assamese boy for that. The state-
ment of Shri Purkayastha is going against the integrity of the State
and unless the Chief Minister takes immediate action in the matter, it
will be difficult to maintain the integrity of the State. ]

Shri SARAT CiIANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister): It is not the tim e
for me to say anything on this issue. (interruptions)

is a serious
the pepople” of Assam. Shri
should say that he has gone

Myr. SPEAKER : Order, order. T quite appreciate the feelings of the
hon’ble members. But nothing can be done at this stage. The Chief
Minister has said that it is under his consideration, active considera-

tion and I think, the matter may be closed here. If there is.anything
else you may discuss it in the Sccret Session.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : We submit to you to give us

protection by giving a ruling. If a member of the Cabinet behaves in
this way whether this Government has got any moral right or
Constitutional right to exist any more?

Md. UMARUDDIN: Sir, thisisa matter of procedure.
discussed either by a Calling Attention
Censure Motion in which
ruling.

It can be
Motion or by bringing in a
case you will be in a position to give a

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : 1 think, the hon’ble member
was absent when I was asking for some clarifications from Hon’ble
Speaker. If a Cabinet member of this Government works against the
Government itself whether the Government has any right to exist ?
It is not the question of any motion. I want to know from the
Chief Minister when a Minister of the Government has no confidence
in the Government whether the Government can exist?
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Shri SARA1 CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister ): Sir, whether the
Government can exist it depends on this Government. This Government

can exist and will exist.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When a Minister is going
against the Government in this way what action the Chief Minister

is going to take against him (interruptions).

Mre. SPEAKER—Order order. The matter is closed. I won’t allow
any fuwther discussion on this.

Calling Attention Notice under Rule 54

Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to cal
the attention of the minister, Supply under Rule 54 of the R ules o
Procedure and conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly to
the news item appearing in the “Dainik Asom’” dated 13th March,

1973 under the caption 777 IfFS T T g’

: Shn SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, it is a fact that for sometime past there has been a tendcm;;
........................ .(interruption )

.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: point of order, Sir. The point
of order is that this is a Supply matter. As I have already said that
the Minister_in charge of Supply is remaining absent without your
permission. Unless the authorises anyone including the Chief Minister
nobody can reply on his behalf.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chicf Minister hzs already infor

i v informed
a letier, dated 20th March that all matters standing in ‘zhc nainn: bsi‘
Shri Purkayastha, the Supply Minister will be dealt with by him 2

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: But what is the convention ?

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a joint responsibility.

Regarding this matter you asked for my guide line. I shall b
. e

giving my guide line.

Caliing attention notice

135 F-i SARAT CHANDRA SI i ini

is a i.'act that for sometime pifIAtht(:(r::u elfus Mbunster): Pl it

for prices c_:f (:ommoldities of daily necessity to fi e ?I(‘:n' %

not something peculiar to Assam alone but is a; .All hlIS S ey

menon. In fact there has been rise in prices all over th[;dls uDheno-
ountry.

tendency

e —

A ————s S .
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The main reasons for rise. in prices of commodities in Assam
are two :—
(1) Shortage in supply as compared to demand ;
(2) Rise in prices at source and consequent rise at the consu
mers level.

(8) Transport difficulties.

So far as this State is concerned, we can say
one year, by and large, there has been no serious
important essential commodity, even though the major portion of
such commodities consumed within the State has to be imported from
outside because of lack of adequate production of such commodities
within the State,

that for the last
shortage of any

For instance, the price of cement has gone up because of incre-
ase in prices at the manufactures end, the prices of sugar has gone
up because the manufactures have to compensaile themselves for their
losses if any incurred because of selling 609% of their production at
the low fixed prices fixed by Government of India; the price of Dals
have gone up because of rise in prices in the exporting States where
produced because of fall

in production; prices of Vanaspati have gone
up because of increase in prices of the main raw material ViZ.,

Ground Nut oil in Gujarat where it is mostly grown; prices of C. L

sheets have gone up because of increase of prices by manufacturing
factories etc.

\

On the other hand in respect of commodities which are produced
within the State, for example Rice, the risc in prices is not so high
as the rise in prices of the above mentioned commodities 'brought
from outside the State. Again in the case of Mustard Oil w_hlch also
is produced in sufficient quantity within the State the prices have

remained more or less stable. Similarly in the case of K. Oil P'rmfl
also remained relatively stable. Prices of Baby Food also remaine
static,

Government is trying to take steps against the mal}lpulat:.on.by
traders when found out taking advantage cf scarcity conditiors in any
particular commodity and take strong remedial and preventive measures.

Government is fully alive to the present situation of escalating
prices _and will take all possible steps to prevent undue rise in prices
of any commodity and will continue to enswe this in the future
as well.

S=3
-

MR. SPEAKER: - Now, item Nos. 3 and 4 may be taken toge-
ther. First Mr. Barua.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA:”Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want

to raiSe a matter which is really concerned with _1he law and Sl'de“f
situation of the state and which might have agitated the minds o
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our youngsters. The news item published in the Dainik :ﬁssam dri_tgﬂ
18th ~ March, 1973 under the caption, 97 9999 Z[TETS g 499
Here, of course, I do not like to go into the de_talls of the whole
matter. Many of the Hon’ble Members of that side of the House
have taken a stand on the controversial behaviour of the Minister
in charge of Supply—{ say an un-Constitutional stand. Here also it
has depicted a picture of inaction on the part of the Government
and it is amusing to see the way they are bebaving. They have
completely failed to keep up the prestige of the people. of Assam 1in
all respects. It is not only to-day’s affair but it is a long pending
matter and some of the so called students went out of Assam, though
they were persuaded to come back to the State and prosecute their
studies, they refused and when very recently I had been in Calcutta,
I had  seen a horrible picture in the Assam House. I could stay
only for half an hour and the situation was such that we had to
come back to the Airport immediately. The Assam House is the
property of the Assam Government and the people of Assam. It is
not a Guest House of certain clements who want to put blame and
slur on the Government and the people of Assam in general. It is
not understood why the Government is not in a position to trace
out the genuine students. From the statements of the officers living
there we have come to know that only a few students are likely
to be genuine students of Assam but with them many bad charac-
ters are taking shelter in Assam Huuse. From there they are propa-
gating against the people of Assam and the Government of Assam
freely. They have occupied almost (he whole o the Assam Hcuse
including the Receptionists’ counter and now want to encroach upon
the Trade Adviscer’s rocm. Therefore. my intention is to know from
the Government whether the Government have found out the genuine
students. If so, why they cannot bLe biought back to the State for
further studies and whe her the Government has takenn up the matter
with Government of West Bengal so that there cannot be any mis-
vnderstanding between the two Governmenis  on this issue. Sir, I
have been told, ome of the young Ministers went and stayed in
Calcutta. I do not know what he has done and whether he has
submitted any report .o the Chief Minister on his impression. My
intention 1is to bru?g this matter to the notice of this august House
and say these things cannot be Bllbwedits toontinue like- Sthis. & 6~
n‘iontlgs} ]t]kz:‘:e ‘pals;;edt‘and i th‘(il (%'Jovernmcnt want to survive by taking
ea js  issu hen it will be extreme ity s1en St
II)want to know from the hon. Chi F\t;r&r_m?ly reg't“c:ttabl(_, Th‘?eio’c’
. el Minister whether the Govern-
ment has 'talce_n any step to out those bad clements from the Assam
House which is the property of the people of Assam and the Govern-
ment of Assam. If the principals of the vari : . :
; . ¢ various colleges are taken
to Calcutta they can definitely trace out their students fi
whole group. I want 1o know what definite st o fhe
1 » A il ; efinite S[CpS thC GOVCITII'DCIIt
has taken in this regayd, to put a full stop against 1 :
propaganda being m: R S gainst such wvirulant
< , : 5 rmment of Assam and th
people of Assam. I want to know whether the Gover =
has taken any_positive step to drive out thes~ people Fr(-m:’cmmcnt of Assam
the Assam House.
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thelS:ldSARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister): In the wake of
las lsturban_ces_, around the medium controversy, a large number of Ben-
gali studants claiming to be bonafide students of technical institutions in
Assarn_ like the Medical Colleges, Engineering Colleces Agriculture and
Veterinary Colleges etc., went away to Calcutta leavinc‘g their institutions in
Assam. The ground for their leaving was alleged to be the prevalence of
msecure  conditions in various educational institutions in sthe Staie.

%/a
G —

These students represented their grievances to different authorities in-
clu_cl‘i‘ng the Government of India and asked for facilities for continuing
their studies outside Assam. In order to ascertain the magnitude of the
problem and to deal with it, the students were asked to register their
. hames. The progress of registration work was however not ksa{isf‘actory
and On one excuse or another, they avoided furnishing full particulars
regarding permanent address in Assam and their enrolment in different
mstitutions. The number of such students claiming to be displaced stu-
dents from Assam staried to rise continuously. :

_It_was however made clear by all concerned authorities from the very \

: nglnplng that there was no question of iheir being given any facilities in
. any institutions outside Assam. It was also clarified that following restora-
tion of normal conditions in all parts of the State, it was in the best
Interest of the students themselves to return to their respective institutions
in Assam as early as possible. Despite all possible efforts to expedite the
return of these alleged displaced students, the situation continued to be
unsatisfactory and they, by and large, persisted in  their demand for
educational facilities outside Assam.

Sometime later, efforts were made by the former Union Minister,
Shri B. R. Bhagat, at the instance of the Union Government and the
Government of Assam to persuade the Students to return to their in-
‘stitutions in Assam. Shri Bhagat paid iecessary visits to the State and
held discussions with the Student Organisations, leaders of public opinion
and the State Government and advised the students residing in  Calcutta
to arrange for their expeditious return to Assam. It was also clarified
g that the State Government would provide all necessary facilities for the
( ¥ security and convenience of the returning students,

, Asa result of these efforts and other measures taken by the State
) Government to bring about a congenial atmosphere around the educational

Speech not corrected
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some of the students belonging to different parts of the

e d the position continued to

State started returning to their institutions an
be appreciably improved.

Meanwhile, ite was made out that some of the students displaced from

Assam and staying in Calcutta were facing serious hardships as many of
them had no relations who could support them indefinitely in Calcutta
during the period of their absence from Assam. It was _thercforc dcmdeci_
that such students as might require special assistance in the matter ©
board and lodging in Calcutta, might, as a purely temporary
measure, be accommodated in the Assam House, Calcutta an

given free board and lodging. It was expected that after a short stay In
the Assam House, the students would find it possible to return to their
institutions where attendance was steadily increasing. In that context
about fifty students claiming to be displaced from Assam Institutions
were sheltered in the Assam House, Calcutta at the first mstance. Soon
after the acceptance of the first of batch of student in the Assam House
there was a steady increase in their number claiming accommodation 1n
the Assam House and the position began to cause serious concern.

The unfortunate incident concerning a number of students from
Tripura in the Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh caused a set-back to
the process of the students return to the Assam institutions. _A section
of the students staying in Calcutta took advantage of _t]us mc_iclepf _and
started reiterating their claim for facilities for education in Institutions
outside.

An organisation claiming to represent the displaced students sent
information to students staying in various places in Assam to come to
Calcutta to avail of these facilities. Asa result, many students who left
their institutions earlier and were staying in their places of residence inside
the State also started going to Calcutta and availed of the facilities in
Assam House and a very embarrassing situation was developing, the State
Government arranged with the West Bengal Government to take on loan
some of their newly constructed residential flats where these alleged dis-
placed students could stay without disrupting the working of the Assam
House. After a good deal of persuasion, about one hundred stadents could
be shifted to the West Bengal Government flat. About seventy students
however, including some girls continued to stay in the Assam House, Snd
they persisted in their claim for educational facilities in instifutions out-
side the Brahmaputra Valley.

Some of them resorted to a hunger strike in protest against the alleged
apat}le_tlc atltud(? of Shri ‘Bhagat and the Central Government and not
providing etducational facilities outside Assam.

- This hunger strike naturally caused some embarrasment to authorities
in running the Assam House. According to reports published in the Press
the s_tudcnts gave up_thelr hunger strike after some discussion with thé
Minister Supply, While he was returning from New Delhi.

With the return of some students from Tripura to the Assam Medical
College, Dibrugarh, and the increase in attendance of students in all
institutions in Assam and particularly in the Assam Medical College
Dibrugarh, as a result of continued normaley all-around, it was considered

—l



were therefore advised
to arrange for return to Assam and ask for such facilities as they might
consider necessary. It was also

indicated that facilities for free o
would not be available after the 2lst March, 1973, or lrec messing

-
Following that notice to the
they would face immense dj i
terminated immediately and that the
about their return to the i

to leave the Assam House within 2]st March, .1973
the West Bengal Government flat. - Considering  their

and shift to
was allowed till 3]st March, 1973.

difficulties, 1his

All the students have since

vacated the Agsam House within
21st: March, 1973 and are now

v staying in the West Bengal Govern-
ment flat. There were five girl students in the Assam Hcuse, who

have however been allowed to continue together with another sick
male student and two other students to attend to him. Excepting
eight students in the Calcuita Assam House all other students claj-
ming to be displaced from Assam have left Assam House.

The displaced students started co
25th January, 1973. They have obviously used the telephone facili-
ties' in the Assam House, may be;on awide tiscale: The Assam
House is yet to receive the telephone bills for additional calls made
by the students. There is no basis" for the report that as a result

of their lavish use of Assam House, telephones, the hill has already
reached the figure of Rs, 7 lakh.

ming to the Assam House from

Uptil now, roughly about Rs. 50,000 has

been spent on their
messing arrangements against a total sanctioned

amount of Rs. 78,000.

-
It can also be expected that as a result of this large influx of
students, the total going upto about 170 at time, the mnormal wor-
king of the Assam House would be seriously disrupted. That serious
inconvenience and embarrassment had also been caused for those who
have normally to stay there can also be expected. The conduct of
some of the students during the period of their stay might not also
have been satisfactory. It is because of those considerations that the

State Government took the earliest opportunity of shifting all the
students from there.

When such a large number of students h
all of a sudden it became obviously
restrict accommodation arrangements for those who have, in the normal
course of business, to go to Calcutta and stay in the Assam House.

But the question of closing the Assam House at any time did not
really arise.

ad to be accommodated
necessary for the authorities to

When it was found that it would b‘c difficult to provide accom-
modation for visitors and other inmates in the ASSZUI.‘! House because
of this influx, the five stud.cnts from Assam alt_)ng with others ha_d
to be advised to wmake their arrangement outside the . Assam House
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their institution and with due per-
to Assam and to g0
en all necessary
expected
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They contacted the Principal of :
mussion preferred to come away temporarily

back as soon as the sit They were giv

uation permits.
period and are

assistance in coming to Assam for a short 1 :

to go back to Calcutia in a few days time. Necessary financial as-

sistance has also been sanctioned in their favour for the purpose.
serious

During the period of stay of these students in Calcutta, ser
efforts had been made through our Commissioner of Plains Divisions,
Gauhati acting as Liaison Officer to verify the full perticulars of their
places of residence, educational institutions etc. €tc. 1n Assam.
to records in the various

A quick verification with reference
and the report 15

educational intitutions in Assam was carried out
now under examination.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barma :—Sir, may I have a clarification
from the Hon’ble Chief Minister ? What was the difficulty on the
mber of genuine displaced

part of the Government to ascertain the nu
students from their respective Institutions instead of going there ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) :—Sir, the Insti-
tutions have furnished a list of names of displaced students. But now
the difficulty is about their identification. That is why our Liason
Officer (Commissioner of Division) has gone there to identify {rom
Whether they actually come from

which Institutions they have come.
these Institutions from which they claim to have come is . to be veri-

fied. So, for this purpose a verification is necessary.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua:—Sir, when the verification will start ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister):—Sir, this is being
verified.

. Shr:i Dulal Chandra Barua :—Sir, can we get the report of .the
verification during the current session of the Assembly ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) : - Sir, this P
only when the report of the verification wi%l be :ivaillle:blza.m N

My. Speaker:—Before I pass on t 3
= 3 o other it o c
the Rulings now. ems, I am giving

Ruling from the Chair

In course of the question hour on :
ing to supplementary to starred questiof()t}ll\rol.\garﬂlonl,gz\?}. ‘::‘hxle reply-
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, promised to supply me ’with the greriet Law
rd_s rglating to the ;-ecorpmcndations of the Deput (1‘8 relc:;ve.lnt reco-
District Judge for appointement of Govcnmenlt Psf dlommlssmner and
I have since reccived the same from the Hon Mir??;tg: atd gauhatl.

¥ 4 1ese arc

in my custody. Today therc has been a demand made b o
: some Hon,

Members that these papers should h

House. The Minister, Law had dcclin:d ptlgce}(j}ag: ﬂlhe table of the

table of the House ar_1d clalrr}cd privilege of SCCrcée saImc on the

mentioned here that while replying to the‘supplmncﬁtazi‘es ttileIIr\l;_Lisrflistk:;
> ‘




1973] RULING FROM THE CHAIR 251

stated that the Deputy Commissioner as well as
Judge, Kamrup, Gauhati, submitted panel of na
Government Pleader,

1e District and Sessions
mes for appointment as

On an eXamination, it has been found that the names of all the
recommended pleaders are in the records and hence if these documents
are placed on the table of the House confidential matter will be
divulged. I "have also examined the | issuc regar ing the Erivilege
claimed by the Hon’ble Minister, in regard to laying of the relevant
documents on the table of the House.

Rule 294 (2) of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Assam Legislative Assembly provides that all papers and docu-
ments laid on the Table shall be considered public”, and this implies
that such paper or document shall also be opened to the Press,
There are matters which cannot be made public and the proviso to
Rule 293 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Businéss in the
Assam Legislative Assembly, empowers a minister “not to lay any
documents which are stated by the Minister to be of such a nature
that their production would be inconsistent with public interest.
Practice and Procedure of Parliament by Kaul and Shakdhar at page
831 lays as follows—

The is nothing in the Constitution or the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the House or in the Evidence Act which
prohibits the Government from laying a paper or document on the
table including a plaint, written statement, aﬂld'ii\.'.lt' or petition sub-
mitted before a Court of law. However, if a Minister declines to lay
it on the ground that its production would be inconsistent with pulb—
lic interest, the Speaker cannot compel the Minister to lay it on the
table?, : :

In view of the above I am of thé view that the Hon’ble Mltuismé
is entitled to claim the privilege on grounds of public interest an
may not lay the paper on the table.

On 2jst March 1973 Iion’ble Member, Shri Dulal Ch. Barua i;as
drawn, the atteution of the House to the news item publ!srhtgﬁm tblle
Assam Express under the caption “Purkayastha to hoyco.r f‘-i-?gqmth)é
indefinitely”. He has submitted that by remaining 'al)sen!‘ ll‘n i
House without following the normal procedure as Iaxd_ d(')\\l"l l:‘th o
rules, Shri Purkayastha had violated all democratic COHVEEUUU& lf ethe
followed by other Mezmbers. He has ‘charactemcd‘ the a smétfe ‘(?: d
Minister as “‘unprecedented’ in the history of parliamentary demo {
Shri Baruah wanted guidance from me in this matter.

The procedure to be followed by a member when 1.16 _I'emRa::fi
absent from the sitting of the House has been laid dotwnomeusincs
185A(1) and (2) of the Rules of Porcedure and Cond’tllltir; e
in the Assam Legislative Assembly, Ord}nar11§f, an H(m] : R; o Lo
expected to follow the procedure prescribed in ﬂ}FfiC\‘“beSl'”_ i very
absence Minister, Rule 275 A of the Rules of Pmmc"attterrelating
specific and it provides “the Minister concerned when lla mr,‘ Sl e
to his protfolio is under discussion in the House, sha o A Nh g
House without the previous permission of the Speaker”.
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holds several portfolios and his presence is always desirable 'fhc‘ I-\I.\(f)}:l;;
for replying to different matters. However, in case of Mll’]lSlCI":‘.a ns
they go to perform their duties outside the ‘hcad.quartcrs during
session or are unable to attend the House 1n mrqumstar}(fes ch}?n
their control, they seck permission of the Speaker in writing. T.t_:l‘g
have been occasions when applications for leave of absence 1eceive
from the Minister were formally considered and leave of absence was
granted. Such information regarding their proposed absence 1s cOnNsi—
dered as a matter of courtesy to the House and to the Speaker.
Shri Purkayastha, by not applying for permission of the Speaker to
remain absent, has not shown this normal courtesy to the Speaker and
to the House.

The Rule 185 A has been framed n pursuance of Clause (4) of Article
190 of the constitution of India. According to Article 190 (4) if for
a period of sixty days a member of a House of the Legislature
remains absent from all meecting of the House his seat may be declared
vacant by the House. In Kaul and Shakdher’s Practice and
Procedure of Parliament at page 325 it has been mentioned that.

“ Tt is not necessary to appiy for leave of absence where the
period of absence is less than fifteen days. Strictly speaking under
the provisions of the Constitution it is not necessary 1O take the
permission of the House for leave of absence for less than sixty days
but it is safer for the member to do so.”

While I agree with the observation, I also feel that such observ-
ation may be true in case of members only. Had Shri Purkayastha
been only a Member of the House he could have remained absent
without permission of the House within the limitation prescribed 11
Articlec 190(4). But since he happens to be a Member of the Cabinet
it would have been better if he could inform the Speaker about his
decision to x:crna.in absent by way of normal courtesy. My Office
has not received any information and I do mnot know if there be
anything with the Hon. Chief Minister who as the head of the
Cabinet has been attending the works assigned to Shri Purkayastha.
I am however of the view that as a Member of the House the
present absence of Shri Purkayastha is protected by Article 190 (4).

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I am thankful for the
statement of the Hon’ble Speaker. Buf one thing, how could we get
the truth when we are not in a position to get any record of it ?

Mr. SPEAKER : I have already given my ruling.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, if it is not possible on
our part to see the document, then how can we find out the truth.

: Shf‘l SYED AHMED AL'. Minister, Parliamentary Affairs :
Sir, for the satisfaction of the Hon’ ble members I want to state that
the document, which has already been given here is to be treated as
confidential. But for the satisfaction of the Members and also Mr.

Barua if they pleased to meet me j
i ae an show them
the truth provided they do not disl(?loggy chamber I can show
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Private Member’s Resolutions
Item No. 6

Mr. SPEAKER : With the sense of the House, 1 put item No.6.
You can make a submission now.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA :—My submission is once a
resolution is adopted unanimously by the House which was sponsored
by the Government i. e. by the House, may I request the Hon’ble
Chief Minister to consider that instead of becoming it some sort of

private members’ resolution, should it be proper if it comes from the
Chief Miaister himself, the leader of the House ?

Mr. SPEAKER : How can it be when it is in the name of
respective members. It is also ballotted.— Voice

Shri INDRESWAR KHOUND : The Assembly do rescind the
resolution adopted by this House on the 923rd September, 1972
regarding medium of instruction and setting up of University in the
district of Cachar owing to the changed circumstances.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I would like to move
my resolution © The Assembly do now revoke the resolution unanimou-
sly adopted by the House relating to medium of instruction in
Universities in Assam and also for establishment of a University in
Cachar during the September Session of the Assembly in 1972.

Shrimati RENUKA DEVI BARKATAKI : Sir, I would. like to
mov: my reso:ution ““This Assembly do now resolve to rescind the
resolution which was adopted by the Assembly oa the 23rd September
1972 on ths mzlium of instruction at University level.

Shri SONESWAR BORA : In Assamese.

Mr SPEAKER : Shri Lila Kanta Bora—are you moving ?

Then I put all the motions. Should I read them ?
.....-.one by one ? (Interruption ) I put the resolution.

“The Assembly do rescind the resolution adopted by this House
on the 23rd September, 1972 regarding medium of instruction and
setting up of a University in the district of Cachar owing to the
changed circumstances.

(The motion is passed)

Others also automatically be adopted.

(Interruption)

b e A
But rule does not provide. I may relax the rule as it 1s. I
put the second resolution.
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i i adopted

...%The Assembly do now revoke the 1'.?solut101_1 un%tmm&l:li;l\?; e

by the House relating to medium of instruction .}ln St e
Assam and also for establishment of a University 1I

the September Session of the Assembly in 1972.
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(Motion is passed)
10 s T e R should I read also ?

(Voice...1 do not want )

Mr. SPEAKER : Alright.

Swel @rETRE] WS SROMATROT S Taoriacar N@ig
FRORT AN S WS (WEE 5599 bW oo RN
G 1HZ9T SI9a qI91 G|l 26T |
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§12 | Tewas SN Aies ©RF AW tacwn oF e WS IR A
TG I AN 2, (wme (I bAIES AT MRE Siee
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foo7s 4TS (BT BIIT AGINSAT INA IRCT GTI A4 MR O
TE aRa RO TR ST Nl R SRl zew | @EhiwE o wd
@I IGIT AT AT |

(Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and Mr. Deputy Speaker
Occupied it at 10-53 A M.,)

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, it is
not the first occasion that we have talen up the matter on the foor
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of the House. It is gratifying to know that the Government of India
has decided to take over the Coal Mining Industry. When this is the
nteation of the Government of India towards Coal Industry then we
should also take proper steps to nationalise the Tea and Oj] Industry.
Ours is a tea and oil producing - State, and the major revenue that
we earn comes from these two sources. Inspite of this fact, the share
that we get from these two articles is very meager. Not only that,
the benefit which the tea garden population gets js also not adequate.
The main reason is that it is owned and managed by private limited
company.  Yesterday we have discussed it n the House. The
Government - expressed  thier helplessness when the question of Jorhat
Tea Company came up. The Company has decided to shift = their
Sadar Office from Jorhat to Calcutta on the plea of economy. Even
long ago, also there was an occasjon of this nature where about 500
employees ‘had to be retrenched. Therefore, Sir, I would say that unless
the tea industry is nationalised the condition of the labourers cannot
be improved. We are facing great troubles only because of the . fact
that the gardens are owned by some other authority where we have no
Jurisdiction. The Government have taken SO many steps for the welfare
on the workers but not a single one could be implemented. Unless
these are effectively implemented, we cannot take any action on these
private companies. For the last 25 years, thc' labour community “has
been greatly suffering at the hands of the private owners. Provisions
of the Acts are there -but unless these are implemented nothing can be
done. Therefore, if we are to see the wel-being of the labourers then
the tea industry is to be nationalised. In the ‘matter of cmplgyant
also we do not stand’ any chance. In the matter of getting our legltlmaga
shares from the tea and oil industries our points are_thoroughly ignored.
We are still following the age old British policy. There are sufficient
qualified boys to man the Managerial posts of t!'le companies, buta::g
opportunity is offered to them. We took up this matter Hnme They
again with various Governments but without any tangible e CC; Pi s
used to bring people from outside, on the ground that t }ely e
cfficient. You will be surprised to know that a man was broug nt, .
is a relative of a Central Government. Minister, to man a certain It)c::se;
He does not know how big is a tea plant. He confused the big rtca
with the actual tea plant. He did not know whether big onec 1s 5'1- A
plant or the small one is a tea plant. And yet he has bec{)l . e
be efficient and so on. This is an example of how our boys
deprived of their legitimate rights.

But even then we are deprived of our legitimate share bo_th:vag;
from the point of view of employment as well as from ktihe zf)glélision
view economy. There should, as such_, be no delay in ta ng Phneie
to nationalise this industry: The tea industry was formerly HE; -emment
of the Britishers. Now due to carelessness on the part of the fof"{iei o
of Assam and the Government of India some other kind o C.Onagiian,
have entered. I mentioned yesterday about one Mr. Fox, a . %m 0
who entered the tea industry without getting clearance‘ lent S
Government of India. I want to _knou'r why the Govcu:)r% e
sleeping all the time over such aﬁ'al_rs, indulged l?y 'thﬂlci]ir: e
Company. Tea is mainly produced in Assam, but it is so Al Lo
The annual transaction of Assam tea in the CaICutta. r:;rof A
the tune of Rs. 221 crores and 'thereby we are deprn,_r[\‘.lv fasars i
of sales tax and other benefits like f{m.ploymcr}t etel nz it
been left behind by the Britishers. This is high time that we
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about it. To improve the economic condition of the people of
the State, we must industrialise our State and develop the tea industry.
After the British owners, the management of the tea gardens passed
han is ; the conditions of the tea gardens deteriorated, having no prospect
of any development of tea industry. 1 mentioned before, and 1 have
sufficient proof that when the British companies wanted to sell out the
tea gardens they used such a kind of chemical as fertiliser pox destroying
the soil of the garden. If Assam is to survive, it is to survive on the
basis of tea industry and oil industry. The Minister of Labour is aware of the
fact that when the Kharikatia tea estateé was proposed to be sold out by the
management, some outsiders wanted to purchase it at a very high price.
These speculators are not at all interested in developing the tea industry
they are only interested in taking out the maximum profit within a
minium period of time. I do not know what arrangements have been
made by the State Government to take over this garden. My only
intention in urging the taking over of tea gardensis thatit will bring
benefit to the tea labour itsell. Unless we face the reality, no amount
of legislation will help the labourers. What is the reality ? The reality
is that unless the management is taken over by the Government, the
tea-labour population will not be benefited. Therefore, I strongly feel
that the Government, without further delay, should take up the matter
of taking over tea gardens with the Government of India. If the
Government of India agrees to the taking over, we can take up by
promulgating an ordinance. :

Sir, we are the richest in the country in the matter of oil and
other natural resources, but we are at the lowest in the matter of
getting facilities. Chief Minister might have visited Digboi and Duliajan.
> d T do not know what his feelings were. We have taken land from
the people to establish industries, but what is our locus standi in the
matter of getting employment: I say it is a big zero. Today the
Industries Minister has stated that the Government of India’s standing
order Is that all posts carrying a pay sca'e of less than Rs. 500/- must
be given to the local people. This circular from the Government of
India is also not implemented by the public sector industries.

Shri MAHA IVIAD IDRIS (Minister, Industries) : I have said that
the posts carrying a pay scale of more than Rs. 500/- selection would for
be made by a Selection Board, and our boys who have got the requisite
qualification should get facilities. As a guide line ennunciated by the
Government of India, the posts. carrying a pay scale of less than Rs. 500-
recruitment should be made through local employment exchanges.

evenS}}zfloweleL\;%}‘ -CHANDRA' BARUA. But that policy is not
Indias Instit t 1l abc-‘u-t the. Railways and other Government of
e s:,x 1;110{15. In Civil Aviation there are 1% lakh employees. Out
tl fvxIc e got two clerks, two peons and one driver. The Govern-
I}n_cr;. r})] ndia people do not like to recruit Assamese people, or to
%{\irs 1 C]‘.';le corrrx.r;%f:rcilal licence. Sir, this humple self had to ke up
al:ld t?liy ;a\::t_{ el e Minister for_ Civil Aviation, Dr. Karan 5ing,
e mnns Boyd whoJ e? compelled to issue commercial licence to three
to convince the Gan? .quahﬁed_ Lherefore, our leaders should be able
G e mndnt <of Ind(‘nmnmfmt of India and they should not go to the
assert their rights m‘lvevmy time like beggers but they should try to
about Oil I;lgd: ? e must try to get our legitimate share. What
ia ? How many our hoys have got employment in
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gil ﬁhigia ?  We have only driven out the Assamese cultivators from the

T eld but we have not cared to know where these people have gone

ol ﬁvglf?t has \l‘?pp}?ned to them. Similar is the case with Noonmati
nery. € have evicted tribal people fi

have not cared to know where t L SR e LT

hey have gone and what happened
1o them, In the past same thing happened in Dighoi. Thouggp our

G:Vernment pretends to be very keen to solve the problem of - our
People, they are not effective to implement the wishes of the people
noi: hav_c been hearing many complaints that our educated youths are
e getting jobs but wer are not doing anything for them. The Govern-
[ent says that our unemployed youngman should start business. That
1S a separat question but our Chief Minister should know that our
entire economic field has been occupied by outsiders, be it oil indus-
try, be it tea industry or any other industry. In this way time will
Come when our skeleton will be kept in the meusium to show to the
people that these were the Assamese people.  Sir, by Assamese people
I'do not meant only the Assamese speaking people but I mean the
people of Assam. Sir, I would have been very happy if the Cachar
people would have come forward for indusirial development, develop-
ment of communication and other developments. Cachar still remains
where it was and there no developmient. Sir, we have been hearing
tall talks but -nobody is there to look after the down-troden people.
Our Government is only busy in small matters and creating division
amongst the people of the State. These people have no rightto re-
pPresent our people, and they are not doing anything for the uplift
ment of our people. People from outside have come and capture
all -our economic fields. They are getting jobs in Duliajan, Regional
Research Laboratoy and many other establishments. Sir, oil is our
blood and we are allowing outsiders to suck blood from our body
and this is because of the weak-kneed policy of our Government. Sir,
I am not blaming any individual. I am blaming all of us inclu-
ding myself. I have been in this House for the last 11 years aréd
all these years I have been shouting but have not ‘been able to do
aDYthing. Thereforc, I q]ing the peoplc have thC rlght .tO Iﬁbukc us
insuit us for betraying the cause of our future generation. We our
only quarreling over petty matters but we have not been ab%c to
take any effective steps for the betterment of our future gcncxatmn}
A day will sopon come when our children will not ,get eéven a morse
of food even by begging in the railway platform, and we \yﬂl be
non-existent in our own land. Sir, people may call us parochial but
we are not. We want food and job for our people and we want to
improve our lot. I hopeour Chief Minister will not care hforld what
the people outside say; let them call us parochial, we shou not
mind. We hav: been exploited for over 100 years and now the time
has come when we seould rise to the occasion.

257

Sir, as you know, coal industry has been nationahse_du but fc:;lly
one officer out of 16 officers is from Assam and the rest a fz.m: ; n:
outside Assam- All the top executives have been _brought. aOml mt10
side the State. We do not want this sort of nationalisation only
make it a colony for outsiders.

s, 1y : e
Sir, the people of Assam are very much bd1ssa;t_1bﬁegozr\r;:};n:§ft aflild

itl i R .ch Lahoratory but this

vities of the Regional Researc :

n;t have the cr?urage to ask the Government of India to remove the
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who is an Anti-Assamese, and kept silent. Of course

present Director, nt
the Chief Minister gave a

in the last session, during my absence,
pasive reply which = was not expected of a Chief Mtnister. If our

Ministers are afraid of their ‘Gaddi’ then of course it is a different
thing. But if our Government is courageous enough and wants to see
that our people survive, then they should act firmly. Therefore, I
submit that both the industries should be nationalaised immediately
and the Government of India should be convinced to do so. But we

should see that employment opportunities are created four our future
generation, and we should not allow outsiders to exploit us in the

name of experts or non-availability of qualified persons in Assam. I
also caution the Chief Minister that before taking up the matter with
the Government of India all facts and figures including the economic as
pects, and proper project report and collect necessary data.
re.Ctor.Of _Statxstics should be instructed to collect correct data and
not give lies. He should be asked to go deep into the matter and
t'hcn convince the Government of India to nationalise these  two
industries. .

‘With these few words I support the amendment moved by -Sree
mati Renuka Devi Barkataki and also support the original motion.

e S T2 A SR AR, W8 @RI 00 ST Oriwed
'WWWWW%Wmﬁwﬁmlw ,

N({R' DEPUTY SPEAKER—MR. SARMA, you can speak on the
amendment only because you have already spoken on the original.

51 O L

farees BT 07 AMRA OGR4 TooTe wReas-e 5% (4fe 469 T
ZH U TINed [oeee WS WBRelE 5T @b | relewxd  wie
@amﬁmﬁﬁrﬁmﬂﬂamm—w @reare Ny
%ﬂwwfﬂl. A | ofere wOR TATewW  @wds XJT_ BIR A
EF TEERAT I R ANAT TR ST I1q Rl AT
AR I 19 ABIT oA I CI% W51 SNSRI IR
Figata og M9 ARell Snw T 51 STl WINPT AR R
Ww AT TFaS UNE bR OFee s 24|
mmmmmwﬁw MA@ g S 90T T
NG G P R 2 B 2 B 1 E-Y1 B A AN ICR
wﬁi‘?rfm G2 BIX  FFAIE IR O SerREcdl WIS Brhe
ﬁmgmwﬁwmnﬁwﬁwﬁemiw HER|  1RBR WS
i Mo FIT FAT - AZ] OHUS  FAC WNEE SUI FTEN
UM Y5%4 5O M5 SL0 @O UFT | OF s 9E TRl
EWMWWW&WWWWWWl
ﬁ-aerwwgamwmmwwmi‘lwsqsmmm
DU BT TIEe 462 FEN W@ WHG 559593 5 TA 456
g;ﬁmmwﬁwmarm Tes O ITAT AT AT TS
57 (2 A9C2 | BIR  RIEAMIN  WiaeiwE (oS e v Il
Wﬁwﬁml 7SS 899 (XU T AT \Tzn*?@-riw S50Y
zq;_ﬁﬂ '828(5@?1? TE | e wrraﬁ“ I QO ObY  XEE T@ T4l
$0-000 TZEN IAA A% 515 949 TowIcs AN AT ST

The Di-
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Ivs i T 4STICHIET G G E v TR FAT|

O =S bR @A wm Sowe e TS
RS TERT AT TS oMo 17 ﬂ@hﬂ‘;ﬁfﬁgﬁﬁ e
5= | ST AT TS 60 o ww-wmEt = wew e

e M KT wrereis wiie RIES A% Torcs former g o
T SETNTE TATS AT 7 TN s et sea
FARAIF AP ACT| A TR Ao e A T
ST WA SR A TS (we AN PR A s
SAle = @RI wEE WMo b ot o W cem e

Iy 2res 4w ey RRNIERINEL IS b Sl O
TR (A1 T (AT 0207 | -

SUMAH AR, WA @ TR Ty TEE ST
I A SR PR U{y 0o SEAT R gy 99 R0
WWWI%WEHWNWW S W ZreReT

WR 09 T 1T q719eaT |

B, T wl9: Seww war, Wi Rl TR omn TR
PORA MTNYT Treg CIRBR w2 eagter szl o9 @S v
SIS (7T 5I199 S5RE 25197 FRCT @B 517 TS a5 = T t2ve
IS (FEN G TG O sPoredt Tacasr w9 | FET
S O] WAl GATd KAV I o 1T aerred (oFS R0
el 3271 TS reRmE as SN awree IEFRCEHGIEEACl
T GITS WG| (AT GreNEIT w9 e fawm wAecEriears 937
bifaenia b/ ot txiwa | oRwE TR T IE I T I
TG 59 T NN 599N @B 5 NS oI5 B9 ez

Md. IDRIS (Minister, Industries)—Sir, the hon’ble member can
deal with the original motion, the second and the third amendments.

‘Mr. SPEAKER—May I point out that he has already taken part

in the debate. So he may speak on the amendment only; A member
cannot take part thrice. :

MD. IDRIS—He had refered to the new amendment.

Shri DEBENDRA NATH BORA—He is supporting = his amend-
ment.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA—No new amendment has been
moved.
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MR. SPEAKER : He can speak on the motion which has been
already moved.

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED—Sir, he is supporting the amendment
moved by Mr. Upadhyaya which he has already spoken in the last

Session.

WHWﬁﬁmﬁsm,mmﬁmaﬁwm@
STS WK WS A% | ST e Ao e S | FRer Tttt @2

e (FelAETa B8] MR ATl RCMLFICOT  TOTS B IERS
I A WA CIRCOT  TocHed AT fore e Totite WITH
TRCETIOR @S ToiE FA 4 1I6114CE |

MR. SPEAKER : Order, order. Before I adjourn the House I have
an announcement to make.

‘The hon. Members are already aware that there will be a Secre,
Session of the Assembly from 4 P. M. to 9 P. M. to-day with one
hour recess from 6 P. M. to 7 P. M. The order. paper will be
distributed to the hon. Members in the House immediately before the
commencement of the Secret Session.

During the Secret sitting, no person includin the official Reporter
tP}fCSSS Reporters and the Officials of the Asscmbljg; Secretariat, I::m::eptS
1{: ecretary mcharge,.Asscmbly and the Under Secretary shall be
allowed to be present in the Chamber, Lobby or Galleries. All Galleries
will be kept closed. The Microphones will also not function.

Adjournment
The House then nose at 11-30 A. M. and stood adjourned till

4 P. M for Secret Session.

Dispur, |
p P. D. Barua’

Th Secretary,
e 23rd March 1973. Legislative AsscrIZlny, Assam.
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