Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

—— —

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 9 A.M. on
Friday, the 15th June, 1962.

PRESENT

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B.L., Speaker in the Chair, ten
Ministers, two Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers and sixty-cight

Members.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
e : Functions of the Mahkuma Parishads

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (Rescrved for Scheduled
Tribes) | asked :
*3_ Will the Minister-in-charge of the Panchayats be pleased to state—
@) ‘
(b) The relationships between the Deputy Commissioners and the
Mahkuma Parishads ?

The functions of the Mahkuma Parishads ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister of Pan-
chayats, etc.) replied:

3. (a)—Functions of the' Mahkuma Parishads are enumerated under
Section 38 of the Assam Panchayat Act, 1959.

(b)—Mahkuma Parishad is to advise D. Gs and 8. D, Qg in th
distribution and-allotment of the money of 11‘10_ S. R. D. Fund to the Anch 3
lik Panchayats and Gaon Panchayats vide Section 38(f) of the Act Dc ét'
and S. D. Os of the Plain Districts have general power of inspect.ion ’ ‘ds
péwers delegated to them under Section 133(1) of the Assam Panchayat AD:;:

3

1059,

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (Reserved foy
Tribes)]: Whether the Mahkuma Parishads have contro]ling pgvt‘:’lcleduled
the Anchalik Panchayais and Gaon Sabhas ? gL
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Ministe: :
chayat_s, etc.) : No, the Mahkuma Parishads are to give gluI;(lisat: t:eOf Pa}?‘
Anchalik Panchayats and Gaon Sabhas. i
‘Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amsouri):
Mahkuma Parishads are co-ordinating body or admin(istratgil\:;xl));)dy \;Vhether

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: It i5 a co-ordinating body.
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rce: Dergaon Sugar Mills

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) asked:
*4. Will the Minister-in-char;e of Co-operation be pleased to state—
(a) The quantity of sugar releised o

from Dergaon Sugar Mills ?

(b) Whether any quantity of sugar of that Mill has been declared
unfit for human consumption ?

(c) If so, what is the quantity 7

the Market during 1963

(d) What has happened t> this condemned sugar 'y

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister-in-charge of Co-operation,
etc.) replied :

4. (a)—Sugar released by the Dircctorate of Sugar and Vanaspatl
upto 31st May 1962 is 23,781 quintals (bags).

; = ; i T
{b)—No sugar produced by the Mill has been declared unfit fo
human consumption.

(c)—Does not arise,

{d)—Does not arise.

e 4 T 3
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Sir, is it a fact l]hat-u;};r
price of the sugar produced in Assam is higher than the price of thes
brought from Bihar and other states ?

. 3 "
Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Co-operation): Iwat
notice for this question Sir.

, : : .t of
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMAH (Gauhati): What is the c0st©
production ?

: * the
Mr. SPEAKER : Actu:lly that question does not arise. It
hon’ble Minister has got the information he can give that information.

. - hle
Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) : Is tl‘x_e hotl:) ltjllc
Minister aware that 5,000 bags of sugar werc lying outside exposing
Sun and Rain ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Where do you get it ¥

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): It ismYy
information Sir.

Shri DEV KANT BORGOAH (Minister, Co=operation) : It may
be so Sir.  Naturally sometime when the Godown is full and for the shorts

age of pace, the sugar i kept on the Varandah. But that is not a permas
nent feature,
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Shri SARBESWAR BORDOILOI (Titabae): Is it not a fact that
sugar produc‘c(l in 1961 season’s remained unseld ? :

Shr;i DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Co-operation): No, it
is not a fact, sugar is released by the Directorate  {from time to time. :

Sllri SfiRBES‘\'.\R B()‘RT)("()? ('1‘:.‘31);11\' . Is ;t not a [';\Cl ‘h“t a
huge quantities of sugar were melted in 1961 and a rviver flooted ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Th ic isno river nearby.
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Whether sugar was

melted and there was some losses ?
Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Co-operation): There

may be some losses, Sir.

Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for Scheduled

Castes)]: Sir, is it a fact that Assam’s sugar was sold at Rs.35 ?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOI\}I fl\-'li'u‘:ﬁt-:‘r, CO*'DP u’atioll\ 4 I want
notice for that question. If the hon gentloman puts a separate question
; % ’

1 shall reply to that.

Shri RAM NATH DAS: Sir, 1 could n.t follow the hon’hle
Minister.

Myr. SPEAKER: He wants a separate question to be put,
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were Jald on the table)
Re: Electricity Plant at Barpeta Town

Shri MAHADEV DAS |Bhabanipuc (Reserved for Sche
Castes)] asked : cheduled
13, Will the Electricity Minisier be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Electricity Plant will be started at Bar :
within the current year ? trPeta town
(b) If not, why not ?
(¢) When it is expected to be started ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI o L
Electricity) replied : (Ministen ‘in-charge,

13. (¢)—There is already an Llectric Power Suppl .
with 2 ger)lerating sets of total capacity 100 x. {,&;.Yiiﬁ:—:};ulﬂat Rarpeta
Mouza Consumers Co-operative Stores, Ltd.  In view of {he e, Banheta
Power Supply position there, the Assam  State Electyj l.‘l_lSatlsf'actor_y
examining the question of taking over this concern forirg im ?uyx Board gl
is too early to say if any improvement can be carried provement. It
current year, due to shortage of generating sets, out duringigras

(b)—Does not arise.
(¢c)—Does not arise.
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[(Bhabanipur (Reserved for ‘
“ ¢wrw cn due to shortage of
upply Station < State Electri
iqfw ('n-nlu'l'.‘lli‘.'(: 9 Ao caiil
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Shri MAHAUEV DAS
Scheduled Castes)|: =%
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city Board 4 75271 2 *

" T Pad
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Shri MAHADEV DAS :

YT co-operative AwISS bR
Electic Supply =@zt faxts 4tos ?
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : &
AFIT |

Mr. SPEAKER :

Is it in a breaking point

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Yes Sii
it is in a difficult position.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara) ° '
Electric Supply =ziear sasita sEtawact fas o

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : a7th Ff0T
A% FfA 4™ gzem

Shri MAHADEV DAS: afoxl

giSiTad A T dA
afts cifs ¢

1 |
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: &% “lta® 33
7’9 |

1ers

Mxr. SPEAKER: M. Tripathi, you have said that the Conlslfl:tlthc

Co-operative concerned has not been able (o supply electricity anc ;0 na-

samre time due to the shortage of generating sets you are not going :
tionalise it  What are you going to do ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, El_ec“'i-"’tﬂzi;
Sir, we have no extra generating scts now. If we are to nationalis

u . 8, ut
concerned to-day we ghall require 2 new generating sets LOmMoOrrow.
at present no new

. : as
; 4 generating set is available.  We have not got mOELs
yet to nationalise this concern.

As soon as we nationalise we shall require
new gencrating sets. That is the difficulty Sir.

Shxi RAM NATH DAS [Dexrgaon (Reserved for Scheduled
Castes)] :

: Has the Government taken any steps to bring new generating
sets ¢
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Shri KAMAKKYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Electricity):
Sir, the Planning Commission is very much against in approving the new
dicsal sets. Thercfore we find it a great difficulty in urging the Planning
Commission to approve new generating sets. As a matter of fact, we have
Jast ime requested the Planning Commussion to allot 5,000 kw. generating
sets for our State and in the discussicn they agreed to give, 3,000 kw. but
now I understand that they are going to give only 2,000 8 kw. generating
sets for our State.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabor) : Will the Umium
Hydel Project be able to supply current to Barpeta ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Yes.

Re: Supply of Salt
Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East) asked:
14. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) What is the present  system of bringing salt to the State of
Assam {rom outside ?

(b) \-\’hcl.hcr it is a _l'nct that allotment of wagons ig made to the
private parties controlled by the Government ? i

(¢) What is the original price of salt at the West Cloast \
the retail price of salt in the State ? and what is

(d) Whether it is a fact that this system is res

E ; onsibl his
price of this essential commodity ? 8 ¢ for high

(¢) Why not free movement of this commodity is allowed

case of some cereals ? as in the

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replieq .

14. (a)—Supply of salt to Assam is regulated unde
sponsored by the Government of India. Under this, the entire .
of salt in the State is to move from Calcutta by the riverine r requirement
of the inadequacy of steamer space, however, a smal] Supplé)utc' Because
quota also comes by rail from the West Goast and alse g I:}f:t?;)égdl-’l:ﬂi

route.
(6) —Under the above Scheme any dealer cap 1
without any restriction. Ouly in respect of the ad-j. ove salt to Assam

¢ quot -
make arrangemen: for allotment of wagons to selected pa(itlesas Govegnmens

(¢)—The West Coast price is Rs.8:03 up, to R
quintal. The retail price in Assam varies {rom 5
kilogram,

(d)—No.

r the Zonal Scheme

2:40 nP. per
13 nP. to *20 nP. per

(e:—Does not arise in view of replies to () and () above
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Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East): Sir, in reply to
(b) it is stated that “Under the above scheme any dealer can move salt
to Assam without any restrctirn.  Ounly in respect of the ad-hoac quotas
Goyernment make arrangement for allotment of wagons to selected
parties.”’” Sir, now Iy question is who are parties selecied ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Formaly there
were 6 SC]CC[Gd pill'li(’f\?. Five froon Gauhati and one from Sibsagar. ‘T'hat
was done on the basis of financial soundn-ss and relialnlity of the party.
But now, Sil’, we have rrcon id(;l!'! the matier andd have (iui.lt(] Ih;lt
instead of confining this quota to particular dealers we shall distribute on a
niore f({'lita])l'i basis, So far as I i1emember we have considered the
dealers of other places, particularly ot the district headquao ters.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA : What are the qualifications
of the parties?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: J have already stated—reliability and
financial soundness.

Shri RAMNATH DAS [Dergron (Reserved for schedaled
castes)]: May I know the name of the party from Sibsagar?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: I cannot give the information
off-hand. If desired, I can furnish the information later

Shri RAMNATH DAS: How many wagons werce allotted to the
Sibsagar party?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : This also ] am not in a position to say
off-hand. I can supply the information to the hon. member later.

' Shri DEVKANTA BOROOAH (Minister, Education): May I
submit, Sir, that this is an unstarred question, which docs not call for this
sort of supplementary questions?

Mr. SPEAKER : | know, but since there is enough time at our
disposal for putting supplementary questions I am allowing them.,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): 1 want_trd to
ask who are the parties so far selected, but I presume the Minister will say

he cannot give the intormatian off-hand.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): I have already
said, Sir, that I have not got that information handy. I shall furnish the
information later to the hon. member.

Shri MAHNI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Is ita fact that when the
parties were sclected they were given allotment of wagons throughout the
whole State for the month of June ? .

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : This is also a new question. [ want
notice.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA: Who are the parties from
Gauhati ? .

|
a
|
|

o Sosereeeaa——
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Myr. SPEAKER: He wants notice.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) Isita fact that the same party

was given allotment for three different districts ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): I have already
said that this time we have made the distribution on a more equitable basis.

Mr. SPEAKAR: His question was whether one party was given
allotment for three districts. i

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : 1 want notice.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): I find from
reply to (c) that the West Coast piice is Rs. 8.3 nP to Rs. 940 nP. per
quintal while the retail price in Assam varies from *13 nP to -20 nP per
kilogram. Why 'this big difference ?

Mr. SPEAKER: You multiply *13 np. by 86, you will get the exact
pricc. You can then find out whether there is profiteering or not. First of
all, find out the diflerence. The former price is quoted in terms of maund

and the latter in terms of killogram.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) : Is it a fact
that the parties selected for bringing salt sold it in Calcutta ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: I have no such i'nformzuion.

Shri MAHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): It is a fact that tl
same party, vig., Nowrangral !{aunmv‘as, was aliotted wagons for thr ¢
places, viz., Haiborgaon, Tinsukia and Fancy Bazar ? >

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Ministe, Supply) : I'or that inf
tion I will 1equire notice. ' or that informa-

Shri DEV KANTA BOROOAIl (Minister, Educatj .
point out, Sir, that the purposc of putling qucSl.io";l is to Cliégni) : Max I
and not to give it ? nformation

Myr. SPE . Yes. 'The Hon, Minister p
L OI-'rit. AKER : Yes e 1 unuster has said that he will take
Shri LAKSMI PROSAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) : Are we to under-

stand from the answer given by the Hon. Minist :
. £ (B . ster tha :
make equitable distribution among the dealers. tin future he will

Mr. SPEAKER: Lven now lhe is doing it.

Shri LAKSHMI PROSAD GOSGAMI . i L :
rability of appointing dcalers in each district ? b con.,jd_er (e cests

My, SPEAKER: e will look into it.
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Re: Disturbances at Hailakandi Town on 19th June 1961
Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA (Silchar.West) asked :
15. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—-

» 1. G. P.. D.1.OF
(@) At what time of the 16th June, 1961 the I

: el isite [atlakandi
and the Commissioner of Plains Division visited 1
Town ?

: ( . 1961 at
(6) Whether Section 144 was in ln_f(:c on 19th Junc
Hailakandj Town and Suburb :

- C : 1unit
(c) Whether it is 4 fact that a mob of a particular comn Y

. TS " so, what
eéntered the Haijlakandi Town with slogans ? If so,
were the slogans ?

. , iry into
(d) Whether it i 4 fact that the public demanded e :l.l.lr,ll-f»”}Irso,
the trapic bappenings at Hailakandi on that day
what steps were taken ?

(¢) If not, why net »

4 . ¢ burnt
(/) How many people were killed and how many houses were
) and looteq 7

(&) What vy the estimated amount of loss ?

Shri BIMALA prasAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

13. (a)—TH

: the
H Ta1lale i1 at about 11-30 a.m. on
19th June, 196} €se officers arrived Hailakandi at ab

.

. . Jout
the Supgi 2o OMErs s 104 Gr. p. G were b e Ml
¢ Subd ilakandi anq curfew imposed within :[-]?1!{1 ‘jﬂnc 1961,
9 : it with effect from the evening of 19t lAsmm and
Man: DlBturb(:d Areag Act and the Armed Forces ( o kandi
ampbnp)iigas to the Hailaka
Sllbdivisio Pccial Powerg Act were also extended . d
1 With effecy from the evening of 19th June 1961.
. . bi
processioé?;‘éccording to information received by _Goc‘ir_c IT?\S? f:-lom%v
irectiony a o the Tur, areas cmerged on Hailakandi

: ; circulated
- about visit ¢” 0L Toon on 19¢1 June, 1961 (on a false news Clr(t::: hold
. Of Chjep Minist hers to the town on that day)
demonstratmng i favoypr . oF and others to
language, T}, :

8
o have shouted slogan:
were also reported to : , te Habe”,
etc, arkay indabad”, «Ascamese Bhasa Man :
(d)'——-ReSOIUtion . . ] 1- Cetings in a
t :d in public m
few places. = The firing v,,o his effect were passed p

i 5 iotous mob
A8 necessyy ontrol and disperse a rio ,
and Government was Satisfied thay n};) tI(J)u(l:alic enquiry was necessary.
(¢)=—Does not arise,

(/)

—(#) Number of Persong; killed as a result of Police ﬁring is 4
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(i{) Number of persons stabbed to death or killed otherwise
during the riot is 6.

(#f) Number of houses burnt—About 597 including residential
houses, kitchen and cowsheds, etc.

(iv) Number of houses looted—About 143 families complained of
looting of their belongings by the mob.

(g)—The estimated amount of loss to families affected by arson
is about Rs.7,02,823 and the same due to looting of properties is about
Rs.1,82,231.

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINGHA (Silchar-West) : With regard to
the reply to (¢), may I know whether the miscreants who circulated false
rumours about the visit of the Chief Minister have been brought to task ?

TShri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): I do not
think that anybody has been arrested for spreading false information, but
a large number of cases are pending and I do not know if in any of these
cases there is this particular charge.

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-Norxth): The Chief
Minister has stated in his reply that Section 144 as also curfew were imposed
in the town and suburbs of Hailakandi on the 19th June. Will the Chief
Minister please state whether it is his information that while the Subdivi-
sional Officer, Hailakandi, Mr. Khosla, was preventing the riotous mob
from entering the Hailakaudi town, the then Inspector General of Police
Mr. Haidar Hussain, ordered over the head of the Sub.Divisional Ofﬁcc;
and allowed these miscreants to enter the town?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I have no such information.

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN: Will the Chief Minister make an
enquiry ?

Mr. SPEAKER : It is too late now.
Regarding Rehabilitation of displaced persons from Mikir Hills
Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) asked s

16. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilitat;
Il'ihé A1 ltation be pleased
(a) Whether any step has been taken so far to rehahil; i
placed persons evicted from Mikir Hills in the ;é;artel 5?51‘83-5(;185

(b) If the answer to the above is in affirmative, what ; t
of displaced families proposed to be rehabi!itaf::d l‘la‘xancll1 u$1?§1§
they are proposed to be rehabilitated ?

(c) What is their number, where they are sheltered at present and
what is their means of livelihood at present ? &
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Reclief and Rechabilita-
tion) replied :

16.(a)—Yes,

(b)—Out of 1 794 displaced families l'f.ufl(! cligible .f-”r I'tl'cl‘llll.}l)ll;li;::ll_ilg:l
assistance, 450 families at Rongkut and Barbil in the - Mikir ';:_1 f\ ins a:
20 families at Coolie-Coosic, 90 familics at Jorabari and l.';)(() %Il" It is
Titajuri in Nowgong District have been rehabilitated in UJ ; ilies in
proposed to rehabilitate 100 families in darpani T. E., 44 dm;)'strict
Lutamai Forest Reserve and 40 families at Anjukpani in Nowgong é}om-
within this financial year. For the remaining families the Deputy small
missioner, Nowgong has been instructed to find out suitable land in

1 1str - g . - lock is
patches in other areas of the District as no big arca in a compact b
available for rchabilitation,

3\ . . . 4 P F \\-aitill
(c) One thousand one hundred and ninety-nine families .lt(l ulls conf:’
rehabilitation benefits and are at present staying in lc'lll])nr.'lry\i'lki. o
structed by themselves in Rongkut and Barbil arcas in the Mi -l-mﬂ 5
District and in Barpani T. E. in Nowgong District. Their means
veli s Saltivati 2 1 : labourers, petty
Jivelihood at t)ye Moment is cultivation as adhiars, day labc >
trade and business and occassional doles fromm Government.

Shri LAKSHMI PROSAD GOSWAMI  (Laharighat): With regard

< c
to (¢), may I ae the Minister concerned whether he has any knowledg
that most of these refugees are living on begging now ?

i h
informr s RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): I have no suc
1 nform at ion ;

J rOR at

10 ] Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARYA (Katigora): Isit a ffffl t;?nd
akhs of Upces were sanctioned for those refugees who were evic

hot g sing]

€ Pie has been spent so far ?

i BIM a3 - I

submsi?“s- BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chicf Mlmste-.r% écl(:das"vas
e e 2 th o be a refu

Evicted in trhe Iv?ii;irno person who was certified to be

Hills district ?

: e
dis llz:{lr:iSPEf&_KERi But it is admitted in reply to (b) that thcr!:nwfﬁc
rehgbicl“: families. <y of 1794 displaced families found ehgible for IMikir

i1l Dlita;u‘on assistance, 4,5() remilies at Rongkut and Barbil in u.]e d 35
famtlics ot 17,20 amilies at Coolie Coosie, 90 familics at ‘]or_abalil<%f6-61 J
his is the i in Nowgong district have been rehabilitated in 19 e .
far to ret SR The questinn was ‘““whether any step has been ta
50 Pilitate the g

kte Tilly § r
1958-597 1splaced persons evicted from Mikir Hills in the yea

Shri

thing diﬂ';?xﬁ.s IPRASAD COSWAMI: Yes Sir, answer given is some-

: : IRAS»AI) "h w not evicted.
= cre
Actually they were shifted fpg . StI-IﬁHA ey
Mr. SPEAKER . Th

i i n th b) should be amended according-
ly. The Minister-in-charg e reply to (b) s

€ will see to it that the reply is amended.

4
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Regarding Bhabanipur Veterinary Dispensary

Shri MAHADEB DAS |Bhabanipur (Reserved for Scheduled
Castes)| asked:

17. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Why the Bhabanipur Veterinary Dispensary has not yet been
constructed ?

(b) When it is expected to be constructed ?
(¢) Whether Government is aware that the old dispensary house has

been damaged ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veteri-
nary) replied :

17. (a)—For paucity of funds, it has not been possible to construct the
dispensary.

(b)—The matter is under consideration,
(c)—Yes.
Shri MAHADEV DAS [Bhabanipur (Reserved for
scheduled castes)]: >hc> 57t®2 fHetdd  Tq Wztvey  cnim =sice

warf7[@ Veterinary Dispensary Bt Afawe 7 7 wifes wifees e
gt caCAiE FACE 9% gifE Aita e

Myr. SPEAKER: For paucity of funds (laughter),

Shri RAMNATH DAS |[Deagaon (Reserved 1
Castes)]: Was any estimate made for the reconstruction of ?}ilsg%}:sg;{?‘;

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Mini
Yes, Sir, an estimate was made. (Minister Vet

e
ermary) :

Shri RAMNATH DAS : What was the amount involved ?

rupegshri MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Forty three thousand
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Re: Proposal of State Veterinary Dispensary at Galibandha in
Pakamauza of Barpeta Subdivision

Cast:?;ﬁ agﬁ:lH:ADEB DAS [Bhabanipur (Rescrved for Scheduled

18. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is a proposal of State Veteri=
nary Dispensary to be established at Galibandha in Paka-
mauza under the Barpeta Subdivision ?

(b) Whether iF is a fact that a plan and estimate was submitted
to the Government for sanction ?

(c) If 50, when the work of the said dispensary will be started ?

(d) "Vhethcr_ Government propose to start the work within this
financial year ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that Galibandha is one of the
most backward areas in the Barpeta Subdivision ?

I'Sclllr O HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary)
replied :

18. (a)—There was a proposal to have a dispensary at Galibz.mdha
or anywhere in the adjoining arcas and Government after careful considera-
tion have decided to locate the dispensary at Charkholabandha.

(b)—No.
(c) & (d)—Does not arise.
(€)—Yes; but the communication in Charkholabandha is worse.

Re: Suspension and extension of service of Shri Padma Bora, ¥~
Superintendent

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) asked:
19. Will the Minister, Excise be pleased to state—
(a) thfther Shri Padma Bora, Ex-Superintendent, Office of the
Commissioner of Excise was suspended and proceedings
rawn up later, just a few days before his retirement ?

(b) Whether his service is also extended and if so, what period ?

(c) Whether it jg a fact that the Hon’ble High Court of Assam

lglals ?eld such suspension and extension of service as ille-
a
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(d) Whether it is a fact that ths leave to appeal to Hon’ble
Supreme Court against the said order has also been refused
by Hon’ble High Court ?

(e) Will Government kindly state the implication of ‘the said order
on all similar cases pending ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister in-charge of Excise)
replied:
19. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes, for a period of six months from Ist January, 1961 to 30th
May, 1961.

{c)—Yes.

(d)-—Yes, but Government moved the Hon’ble Supreme Court for
grant of special leave to appeal and that was granted by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court.

(e)—There will be no implication until final order is passed by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court.

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Will the
hon. Minister be pleased to state whether he has got information that
the hon. Supreme Court has also turned down the appeal of this Govern-
ment in favour of Shri Padma Bora ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Excisé): No. Sir
there is no such information. Rather my mformation is this that’ thé
hon. Supreme Court is not sitting now, (i.e., since 5th June) and the case
will be heard most probably after the re-opening of the Court.

Re: Additional District and Sessions Judge at Nowgong
Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) asked -
20. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

(a) The date on which the Additional District and Sessi

(L. A, D.), Nowgong retired ? ons Judge

(b) Whether any Additional District and Sessjoy
appointed at Nowgong after that ?

18 Judge was
(¢) If so, when ?

(d) If not, why rot ?

(e) When the Sub-Judge, Nowgong was transferred ?

(f) Whether any other Sub-Judge has been appointed mei
so, has he joined there ? appointed there and
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law) r plied :

20. (a)—The Addition: istri Sessi ] i
. 1al District and Sessions Judge at Nowgong retired
on 2nd December, 1961 Judge a .

(b)—No.
(c)—Does not arise.

b (d,)'_A'rCPl}' to Government’s last letter has recently been received
from the High Court which is under active examination of the Government.

(e)—The Sul)-_]udgr: at Nowgong was transferred on 8th May,
1962,

B e I‘(';‘;YA?;&-;I'CF Sub-Judge has already taken over charge at Nowgong

Re: Department of Embankment and Drainage
Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri) asked:

21. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (li. & D.) be pleased to
. state

(a) Whether the technical personnel in the Department of Embank-
ments and Drainage including the Chief Engineers an
other Gazetted Officers subordinate to him have any SP‘-":‘lal
qualifications or knowledge on Embankment and Irrigation
and Hydrology and Hydraulics besides those acquired by

them as ordinary Civil Engineers ?

(b) If not, what steps, if any, have been taken to depute some of
the Officers in the Department for specialised training ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that the Enginecers cmpIOyéd in the Em-
bankment and Drainage and Roads and Buildings ng;;'
belong to same cadre and their services are interchangeable!

- Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D.
(F. C. & 1. Wing)] replied : ’

21. (a)—Some of them have special knowledge or qualifications in on€
OF; 100K of the subjects like embankment, irrigation, hydrology und hydrau-
lics besides those acquired by them as Civil Engineers. Almost all the tech-
nical personnel now working in the Flood Control and Irrigation Wing arc
working in - the Wing since its inception and thus acquired practica
experience of these subjects.

b (bc%—thf n circumstances permitted Officers in the Department
have been deputed for special training within or outside India and may con-
tinue to do as and when necesiity arises.

: (c)—Yes, they belong to the same Cadre. Their services are,
however, interchangeable generally at and above the ranks of Executive
Engineers. :

hi&h ’“,‘_-

j
_.1
:
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Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): Will the hon’ble
Minister be pleased to state as to who are the officers who have got specia-
lised training and from which institutions ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, P.W.D.);

Name of the Officer Degree Year in which Subject for training/

the officer was studics
deputed to
U.S,A.
(N (2) (3) (4)
1. Shri A. Rassid, Superinten- M. S. (Colorado) 1946 Civil Engineering with

ding Engincer Western E.&D. practical * training in
Circle. dams and pipes lines.
2, Shri R. K. Bhuyan, Supcrin- M.Sc.,  (lydro- 1948 II.“]l‘U'E“Si“CCﬁ“S-
:(:n(“”g Ellgi--ccrp }':. & D. ]'.Ilgillc(‘l’;llf:).
Circle.
(Colorado) 1947 Civil  Engineering in
Mult-purpese Dam
Project Design and Con-
struction.  Reclamation
of water logged areas,
Flozd Control.

3. Shri D. N. Dutta, Superinten- M. S,
ding Engincer, (now on depu-
tation to A.S.E. Board.

4. Shri A. N. Dutta Choudhury, M.S.E. (Priace- 1947 River training.
Dircctor River Rescarch ton.)

Station.
Officers werc also deputed to U.S.A. for under-

The following Engincer
the latest Flood Control Technique under the

going a caurse of training in
Point FFour Programme—

1. Shri R. K. Ghosh, now working as Superintending Engineer, Plan-
ning (Flood Control) Shillong.

G 1 v . AP . . s o 2 . b
2. Shri B. N. 'Gog(n, now \\-Oll_\ll.l:t.:’, as  Executive Lugmeer, River
Research and Investigation E. & D. Division.

Shri S. N. Phukan, Executive Engineer of this Department now T
as Executive Engineer on deputation in the Assam State EICClricity Boarg
was also deputation in the U. K. for undergoing a course of trainin 55
Hydro-Eleciric  Engineer under ths Federation of British Indusg{ries
Scholarship Scheme.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubzri): How many Acc
Engineers in tlie Department are Civil Engineers ? i sy

! Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister P.W.D.) : Almost
all are Civil Engineers ; because the history of the DCP’artmcnt “"as that
there was one Department, namely, the Public Works Department. Later on
it was divided into two Departments—one for Roads znd Buildings and
the other for Embankment and Drainage. At that time by and large all
the Engineers were Civil Engineers. At the time of recruitmwent their basic
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qualification was Civil Enginecring. There were no specialised training
as such available in Assam in our Engineering Institutions excepting that
there were and are certain subjects which one can take up in order to

specialise himself in a parlicular line.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): I want to to know
the number of the Civil Engineers.

Mz. SPEAKER : He cannot give the number

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] : Who are the officers who have not got specialised training ?

Mzx. SPEAKER: He has already given the name: of the Officers.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, P. W. D.): Sir,
I have ali’e.ad)' given the names of the officers who have got specialised train-
ing. Barring these people the rest are all Civil Engineers.  Bat it is im-
possible for me to say off hand, without making an enquiry, as to which of

them took Hydro-logy or Dam construction or the like subjects while they
were students in various Institutions.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : How many of them were sent
for training and where and when ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, I have alrcady given
the names of the officers who have been trained abroad. Apart from these,
there are short duration courses available in India itself under tIu:_ Central
Water and Power Commission.  Occasionally trainings or scminars are
also arranged under the suspices of the Central Government. I'hese are
all short duration courses which some of our officers occasionally take. But

Sir, without a specific question on this point I cannot give the names of
the officers. -

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : My question is whether any

 officer was specially trained in India under the Central Water and Power
Commission ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes Sir.
Shri MAHAMMED UMARUDDIN : When ?
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I want notice for that.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : In regard to (C) do Govern-
ment propose to make the two wings independent ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The two wings are already
separate. They are under the separate Chief Engineers and ecven under
separate Ministers. The Officers above the rank of Executive Engineers are
in the joint cadre but they are under the respective Departments.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Do Government propose to
make separate and independent cadres for these two wings P

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : We have no such proposal,
beyond what I had said in reply to the last but one question.

|
- — .—J'

————

- - =
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Re: Promotion of Art and Culture
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

22. Will the Education Minister be pleased to state—

(a) What was the total amount allotted for promotion of Art and
Culture in the years 1960-61 and 1961-62 ?

(b) Whether Government will be pleased to place on the ULibrary
Table a list of the recipients of grants for these two vyears
showing the amount against each ? ;

Shri DEV KANTA BOROOAH (Minister, Education) replied :

22. (a)—An amount of Rs.1,25,000 was provided in the Budget for
1960-61 and an amount of Rs.1 00 lakh was provided in the Budget for
1961-62 for promotion of Art and Gulture. i

(b) -A list of the rccipients of the grants for these two vears
showing the amount against each is placed on the Library Table, :

Re: Community Radio Sets

Shyi PRABIN KUMAR CHOUDHURY (Boko) asked :
‘93, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Directorate of Publicit
some Community radio sets during the months of gox?j:g{)tefl
December 1961 ? e

(b) If so, the number of such scts allotted in the Legiglatsy,
stituencies of Kamrup District (Gonstitucrmy-wise) ?

(c) Whether prior approval or sanction was obtained before. :
actual allotment of those sets ? ¢ making

(d) How many Community scts were allotted to
Assembly Constituencies of Kamrup Dijgtric
above period ?

e fCion =

the following
¢ during the

(1) Rangia.

(2) Tamulpur.

(8) Nalbari East,

(4) Nalbari West. ‘
(5) Hajo. £
(6) Rampur. |
(7) Palasbari.

(8) Boko.

(9) Jania.

(10) Kamalpur.
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Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): Sir, what
was the amount given by Government for the Drama festival at Gauhati ?

Shri DEB KANTA BOROOAH (Minister Education): I think the
hon. Member will have to put a seperate question for that.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): We gave a
grant of about Rs.5,000,

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): Is Go*
vernment going to stage another drama festival this year ?  If so, when ?

Shei BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: The drama was not actuallf
staged by Goverrment. Goveinment only assisted  There is a Committee
which actualiy organice these things and the Infornmation and Publicity
Department gives certain assistance.

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (ReservEd for S(_:hedulg
Tribes)]: On what basis how and by whom these grants are distributed ¢

Shri DEV KANTA BOROOAH: Government have ."Pp"in-m:lh:
Committ:e consistiny of 20 Members of which the Chief Minister ‘%t
Chairman and I think the hon. Speaker is a Member. This Gommt

disburses the fund to different institutions.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY: In 1953 certain stages :“b‘:
Halls were started but these are incomplete uptil now. When will thes
completed ?

Shri DEV KANTA BOROOAH: Government do aot decide dtc*;iiz

things. There is a Gommittce which decides as to which institution
ves help.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Did Go;ern'

ment produce any film or give assistance for production of any Cinema
Shri DEB KANTA BOROOAH: It is a different question altogether:

Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergoan (Reserved for Scheduled Caﬂt“)i!
Sir, in 1 ply 10 (b) it is stated thata list .f the recipients of the grants 0
these two years showing the amount against each is placed on the Library
Table. May I know which is the library table ? The table that was pres
viously as Library table is now cccupied by the Deputy Speaker.

Myx. SPEAKER: It serves both the purpose.

Shri DEB KANTA BOROOAH : May I submit Sir, that there is room
or the Deputy Speaker and the papers.

S .

B -
R R R ey
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

23. (a)—Yes.

A list showing the Constituency-wise distribution of radio

(b)—14.
hs of November/Deccember 1961 is laid on the table.

sets dur:ng the mont

PARTICULARS OF COMMUNITY RADIO SETS INSTALLED
DURING NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1961
Serial Particulars of location point Date of Constituency
No. Instailation
1 Jania Purusottam Puthibharal, Village and 2nd Nov. 5l-——Jania Constituency.
Mauza Jania. 1961.
9 Ankur Library, Village Damgaon Kalardia, 6th  Nov. 42—Boko Constituency.
P.O. Chhoygaon, Mauza Patan. 1961,
3 Gandhmow Krisak Santan Puthibharal, P.Q. 2nd X Dec. 44 -Palasbari  Consti-
Bansar, Mauza Pub-Bonsar. 1961. tuency.
4 Shri Shri Mahadey Puthibharal, Village 6th Dec. Do.
Batiapara, P.O. Sarpara, Mauza Chhoyani. 1U61.
5 Shreehat SynmaraiPustakalm'a, P.O. Sual- 8th ‘Dco,. Do.
kuchi, Mauza Pub-Bonsar. 1961,
6 Maligaon Tarun Sanga Library, P.O. Pandu, Do Do.
Mauza.
7 Kaimari Janata Pathibharal, P.O. Chhoy- llith Dec. 42—Boko Constituency
gaon, Mauza Pan am. 1961, .
8 Pradip Library, Kondhapara Kaimari, Chhoy- Do D
gaon, Mauza Pantan.
9 Tekeliputa Jubak Sanzha Library, P.O. 9th  Idec. 43—Rampur o
. Aliksh, Mauza Pub-Samaria. 1961. lucncy,p Consti
10 Puberun Puthibharal, Village Sima_lubari, lith Dee, T
P.O. Chhoygaon, Mauza Pub-Samaria. 1961,
11 Majgaon High English School, Via Barpeta 15th Dec. Bhabanj r
Road, P.O. Majgaon. ¢ 1961. lucnc)ﬁur Consti=
12 Raja Pukhuri School, P.O. Rampur, Mauza 16th Dec. 43—Ram ;
Rampur. 1961. % ency,p ur  Consti=
13 Ukhura Jubak Sangh Puthibharal, P.O. 17th Dec. 47—Ha;j 5
Boramboi, Mauza Hajo. ¢ 1g61. Hajo Constituency.
14 Nabasakti Library, Village Pithadi, P.O. 2311~c361Dec. 49—Bhabanipur Consti-
L tuency.

Information and Publicity is competent to allot the sets.

Bagadi, Mauza Paka, Barpeta Subdivision.

(c)—Prior approval or sanction is not necessary. Director of
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5]
(1) Nil.
(2) Nil,
(3) Nil.
(4) Nil.
(5) 1.
(6) 3.
(7) 4.
(8) 3.
(9) 1.
(10) Nil.

Shri PRABIN KUMAR CROUDHURY (Boko): Whether prior
a;iprﬁoval of the Mahakuma Parishad is neccessary for allotting the radio
sets 7

: Shri BI)]VIALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): It is not
necessary. Put the cases are sometimes referred to the Mahakuma Parishad:
I'he Director of ;Informaticn and Publicity allots the sets.

Shri MAHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): Is there a committee to guide
the Director in the matter af selection of arcas for allotting radio sets ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): At the head-
quarters there is no such committee but the Mahakuma P rishads now and
the Subdivisional Development Boards before were asked to give their
recommendation.

Shri DULAL (.:HANDRA BURUA (Jorhat): On what conditions
these radio sets are given ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The condition is that Rs.800F
25 per cent of the tutal cost of a set of radio has to be deposited. There 8¢
certain other coditions, such as, proper maintainance of these sets ctc
When these conditiuvns are fulfilled then these radio sets are given.
community radio sets are installed in Panchayats, schools, libraries, cluby
etc., in the interesr of community listening.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri) : May I know; Sir, why
there was concentration of radio sets in Palasbari constituency as it appesf®
from the reply that four radio sets were given to this constituency ?

* Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Four sets do not actually mean
concentration. If you refer to the reply given in (d), in the Kamrup
district in the months of November/December, 1961, constituencies were
given 1, some 2 and some 3 radio sets were allotted and Palasbari consti
tuency four sets.

Shri DU, LI_ AL CHANDRA BARUA: What is the basis of giving
priority for giving these sets P

My, SPEAKER: This question was already replied.

PRI,
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Shri DEBENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) : May I know, Sir, why
some contituencies have been eliminated altogether from the list in the
Kamrup district ?

Mr. SPEAKER : There might be no application,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Thes®
figures relate only to two months, i.e., November and December, 1961. It
may be that in carlier period or subsequeatly all the other conitituencies got

some sets.
Shri DEBENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): In giving these radio

sets has the Government some policies to guide them ?

Shri BIMALA PPASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Certainly.

Every year about two hundreds sets are distributed.

Shri SARA_.T CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): What is the
present agency for reccomending for these seis ? '

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Mahkuma Parishad.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: May I know from the Govern-
ment whether 1'ccvr1-lly in the Kamrup district, Mahkuma Parishad was
requested to give their recommendation and they reco'nmended that csrtain
sets should be given to certain places, but the Deputy Commissioner dia not
consider the recorumendation of the Mahkuma Parishad in allotting radio
sets, with th~ result that the Mahkuma Parishad passed a res lution askine
clarification from the Government whether the Mahkuma Parishad wae;
competent or not to make recommendation ? May 1 know whether
Government has any definite policy as regards this matier.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : We woulcl Ctil'fﬂ.illly like to
respect the recommendation of the Mahkuma Parishad alwavs, 1 will
enquire into this matter. ssis

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, in this case, the Deput
Commissioner stated thit Mahkuma Parishad is competent L:\ maketlfm g
recommendations. The Mahkuma Parishad referred it to Gotcrnm tf‘se
clarificafion, by adopting a resolution but no clarification has be;lsegi
to us.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I do not thi
Commissioner was correct in his presumption. mk, the Deputy

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (A . .
the agencies which supply these sets ? (Amguri) ; May I know -

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : These set .
information and Broadcasting Ministry of the GOVCrn[irfezicofs?gg;;cd by the

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Some sets should be supplied

~ to the nil constituencies.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I hope there is no nil consti-
tuency. These figures are given only for two tnonths i.e., for November
and .Dccen:xbe_r, 1961 of Kamrnp district. In these two months fourteen
sets were distributed in the constituencies mentioned in the reply.
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General discussion of the Budget

: Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Nowgong) : Sir, | coongratulate the hon.
Finante Minister for presentation of the final budget of the year and also
for th.c comprehensive speech in which he expiained the details of the
rfipancml rJrr']JOSﬂ.ih. It is no doubt a ]‘!lf-'lh*.' hi'lfi'(il but a lucid SpCCdl.
T'he h()‘ll. Finance .\/Iinisu:r has taken ‘_:;['f‘.'lt'.'igl.'tiil and Lestowed great
]ZI.b.OUI' l({r prcparatiun of the i)la(l;'t‘l as well as for I):r':;('n?u!Enn of it. He is
quite entitled to our thanks for these things.

=

T

Sir, the hon’ble Minister has given us a picture of the various activities
of the various departments of the Government. He has delivered a speech
in which he has furnished a list of development works as undertaken
by the Government and a list of development work that is going to be
undertaken by the Government in course of the year. This is a very
useful information and will serve a very useful purposc and will help us in
understanding z bout the nature of development work in our State. | again
congratulate the Finance Minister for these.

e i s W o

s

Sir, the Finance Minister has presented a very gloomy picture before
us of the budget and from his speech we find that the State of Assam is con-
fronted by desperate wayvs and means p sition. He feels that the situatirll
is so desperate that it must be improved and in order to do so we must give
to it our immediate attention so that the situation does not go from bad to
worse and we arc confronted ard involved in a worst situation in the long
run. The Finance Mirister has iriedl to explain the causes ond the cir.cl.lm-
stances which lave plazed us in this despara'e ways and means position.
He has found no other alternative to bridge the gap to improve upon the
situaticn. In tt‘ying to in]])rnvc the situation nhimalcl) he tound no other
alternative but to come before the House with certain proposals of new
taxation. Sir, his frank and impassioned appeal to" the Members of the
House to give sanction to the proposals is worth nothing. I am really sorry

I am really <oiry, Sir, for this disperate financial state of affairs in the
State I sympa hisse with the Finance Mlinister. Sir, during these days
I have given my most anxious and serious consideiation and thought over
the matter. 1 have tried to understand—I have tried to appreciate the
financial position of our State. The more I go deep into the matter, the
more 1 become disappointed. Sir, I find it difficult to appreciate the l
finaucial position that has been depicted by the Finance Minister. Sir, this \
difficulty has arisen in my mind duc to the picture being not complete.
The picture that has been portraited before us by the Finance Minister is not
complete. I think he has given only one side of the picture—he has not
portraited the other side which possesser the difficulty for me to understand
the financial position. Now, the question arises, what is the other side of

the picture that I am referring to. The other side of the picture needs !

e

cez:tain amount of elaboration and some amount of illustration, which I am
going to give just now. Sir, to understand that picture let us take the case
of revenue collection. . Revenue in Assam is a most important thing.
Land revenue in Assam is one of the most important sources of income of
the State. Now, regarding the land revenue collection of our State, do we
get any indication I am told, Sir, that land revenue collection in our State
isin a state of mess, ina state of chaos. Itissaid that there is heavy |
arrears of land revenue in our State. Sir, it is reported that in some N
Mauzas, say for example, Sisj Paikmohol and Dhemaji and others what is ]
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There has been a persistent, I should give emphasis

the state of collection ?
non-realisation of langé revenue.

on the word persistent, negligence for
What action is being taken in this direction. My point is, Sir, that there
is heavy arrcars of outstanding of land revenue in the State. It is in a mess
and in a state of chaos. It is repurted that there has been a great defal-
cati n in the State revenue. I got information that in case the defalcation
is more than lakh of rupces. I do not get the adequate picture to enable
the House to appreeiate fully this state of affairs to enable the members
to realise how things are going oa. Then again, the collection of fishery
ravenue is, also said to be in a chaotic state.

Another point, Sir is the case of loans. We find our Government has
advanced so many loans—the czitle loan, the seced loan, the Agricultural
loan, the industrial loan, the housing Joan and various other kiuds of loans.
We have advanced loans, but what is the position of their recovery ? I do
not get indication just to enable us 1o appreciate the position. 1 do
not find the other side of ths picture regarding this state of affairs. Sir, if
we do not get this side of the picture, it becomes impossible for us to
understand the position and appreciate it fully.

Sir, there is a feeling, a growing feeling among the minds o’ the people
and it is shared by a large number of people. Lhe feeling is that there
is a considerable amount of extravagance in the Gorernmental expenditure.
There is a heavy wastag: of pul)_lit: i'nnd‘ in: our State:. It i5 DEERIE
duplication of offices and multiplication of officers.  Oflicers are appointed
without any adequate information whether there is any adequate works for
these officers or not. Now, Sir, it is said that we are spe..ding a huge
amount of money for Travelling expenses. Travelling aliowances are
increasing by leaps and bounds in our State and there is criticism in the
score by the public, but no step has been taken by the Government to cut
down these Travelling Allowances. There is a belief that there js scope for
cutting down thes:z Travelling Allowances. Sir, these allowances should not
be allowed to go increasing by leaps and Dbounds, from year to year
What our Government is doing for cutting down these Travellin.r A]]owgnées'
and other allowances ¥ I feel, Sir, the Fron’ble Ministers shou!d show S
example. If they come forw ard and cut down their Travelling Aljowances
by half voluntarily, it will be not only a gc_:od thing but will be a good
example. But unfortunarely, therc 1s nothing just to enable us to ap 3re§iate
the seriousness of the position  Sir, some such things are necessnlry but
uptil now we do not get any indicaiion, any information. Sjr cthe_r;a 3
a belief in the public mind that Governsent is not a‘”ﬁeablé SO
economic drive to save public money. ‘Lhere is the sciipe 6T R =
drive. There is the scope of assessment of work to be done. Tt} ef Ill::) n;)lc
the people and that feeling has been shared by all sections oi‘ infoS c?d 3{
intelligent people f the State. I there had been proper asserm in s
works of our officers, a lot of expenditure Wou}d Bave hoe Savedssm'f‘?l 1?
is plenty of scope to cut down the expenditure. But I do R iind ere
indication of Retrenchment and Assessment works in this Bud S Ian¥'
the Finance Minister. get Speech o

His speech leads us nowhere and does not enable us to understand full
the implications of the financial position in all its aspect I connot undemam}'
and appreciate the pravaity »f the situation and therefore, Sir, I find it very
difficult to give my unquallfied support to this taxation pré)pos;;]s of enhancing
local rate and imposing a levy on poor people conveying goodes on hoats
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bccauac.thc position is not clear. I think sir, the Finance Minister, in his
rep y will come up with a clear picture as to how things are going on in
regard to the state of collection of revenue 1 he Fishery revenue is moune
tng up. \.‘Vhat stieps are taken Sir ? If the House is convinced from the
Finanee Minister that all steps are being taken up by the Government then
Sir, I feel it will not be difficult to persuade the House to agree to the
measures of taxatoin but in absence of such a picture, in the present circume
stances, the whole picture is not being before us I find it very difficultto
give unqualified support to all these three propoeaals Sir, the Finance Minister
has said that the situation has become desperate. This desperate situation
was brought in a ];ﬂ‘ge measure among ~ther cases, by the Supreme - Court
judgment which deprived of a huge amount of revenue, to the tune of
about 2 crores. On a legal point of view it done, namely the assent of
the President was hot taken on this measure. The l.aw Officers of the
State did not 1ake steps, did not think it necessary and it is controversial
point also. they probably theught that the assent of the President is now
needed. Therefore the assent of the President was not taken. On the legal
ground, the matter was decided against the State of ours and we were
deprived of 2 huge amount of revenue totaling about 2 crores. A desperate
situation was created for the Government and 1 thought it the Government
had been prompt at that time Sir, the situatlon could have been rvetrieved
and the State of ours would not have driven to this constetion. There was
time, there was scope for it, Now Government has come up with a proposal
for the enkancement of Agricultural income-tax and the Government con-
templates to raise a revenue of one crore and 25 lakhs by this proposal of
enhancement. If these steps have been taken by Government just after the
judgment, probably we would have, by this time, been enabled to geta
uge amount on that score, but no step was taken, things were a]l'ovycd to
drift and bence present State of affairs Sir, this was pointed out by me in the
last March Session of the Assembly. 1 poin‘ed out 1o the Finance Minister
to examine this point whether we can make up the loss that has occured
by resorting to this expedient of increasing the Agricultural income-tax rate
and I am happy Sir, to say that this suggestion of mine has been accept
and he has com - forward with measure to enhance Agriculiural income-ta%
but if we had taken steps to enhance it in time, much of our difficulty would
not have arisen. However, Sir, I am glad that he has accepted my sugges-
tion but am sorry to say that he has not accepted my suggestion fully. I-'Ic
has grudgingly accepted my suggestion and I use the word grudgingly in
this respect after deliberation. I warted him to extract the whole zmoun!
that we are loring in carriage tax to take from the Agricultural income-tax.
What I mean Sir is what we have Il st by road tax may be made up by
increasing the ra e of Agricultural income-tax adequately.  Sir, he has
accepted my suggestion grudgingly. If he accepts my suggestion, fully there
is no necessity for going in small tax like the increase of local rate, like the
levy of tax on passengers. If the rate of Agricultural Income-tax is usual
slightly more that what ig propose by Government there would be no necessity
for this small levy, of small tax on pasengers going in boats, a small tax on
the poor fishermen plying their parting boats or carrying small merchandise
in country baots from place to place and earning a small income therefrom.
Again Sir, what is the amount we are going to derive by this local rate
this is not more than 30 lakhs at the most. This is 2 small amount but
this wxl} hit ‘_the agricultural Population hard who are already hit hard by
the soring high ps ices.  They are in extremely pitiable condition. We have
not been able to give them adcquate relief, especially the poor people who
ave living in the villages. On the other hand, we are contemplating to
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increase the local rate in order to hit them shard. DBut there is scope for
giving them exemption from this tax and at thesame time getting full amount
of revenue from other sources, say for instance, from the Agricultural income-
tax itself. Sir, the Finance Minister is contemplating to levy the increased
rate of Agricultural income-tax and by this he will derive as much as one
crore 25 lakhs or something like that. What is the loss in the carriage tax.
It is near about 2 crores. Most of our income for carriage tax come from
the Tea industry. The tea industry was subjected to two taxes one is found
illegal, but wc can so adjust things that we can raise entire amount from
this, by Agricultnral Income-Tax by slightly manipulating figures, rather
agreeing to higher rate of increase than last is contemplated by the Finance
Minister. Sir, in thc_ Carriage tax, some of our important gardens were
exempted because their goods do not go to the public roads, they carry their
things to the States on their own roads and are not required to use our
roads and vur carriage tax was not applicable. This carriage tax was not
applicnblc over those galrd(_?ns and they are quite large in ;mmbc[. Sir, we
could not collect the casraige tax trom all the gardens in the State. In
respect of';\gri(:ultul‘al_ income-tax, it covers all the T'ex gardens in our State.
If we can manage things, if we on!}r agree to :_1.\:11511.1[). more incheiba
what our IFinance Minister is contemplatin
a slight increase of 2 or 3 pice, then we can fully - cover u{‘) a§
the gap and even we can getmore for other development works. Weblh
get more than 30 lakhs or 60 laki'ls, il we only agree io increase the

acricultural income tax by 2 or 3 pice or more. Sir, there cap not be a
es on this score. The tea industry can not have any lcgirim«::y
grievance. There will be only one tax and the garden will be saved I'rg)xc
lot of troubles in keeping accounts and etc. Ifwe really want to make ul;
the loss that we sustained, there can not be anvy reasonable grievan I
from this richer section of people. We hold socialist principle hir]; Ce?
we want to have sodialism establish in our State and that %vinml;(
in consonance with the spirit of socialism that is so dear to us, We 3
show our genuine love for our poor agriculturists by exempting tlcan
from enhancement of local rate. We can prove our sympathy tg tlmm
and at the same time by increasing the-mte of agricuitural incom e
slightly bigher, we can ]z_l.ls_o prove our sincerety of profession that Wee :_?;

< o o . <
socialistic society, Wwe are going to have Socialistic

going to establish Cial . r
This is an opportunity given to the Government "
o

pattern of society. ] : .
demonstrate that our professions are sincere.  Sir, taxes should e levied

for the richer section of people asthey arein a position to Pay it. Agn:
Sir, if you look at the thing from another aspect, if' you e + Again
different angle, you will see that all taxatioa in the last analysgis ;¢ p"t;.: gom
<s3cd on

to the consumers, All kinds of taxation in the final analysis, - >
find, are shifted on to the consumers. > you will

of the rate, than

grievanc

Tea consumers, 95
3 79 Per cent of them

are people living outside India and this tax, in the finy : :
be sllzif'té)d on tog consumers living outside Assam and lndial 'f;;]c?lygls, will
tax will come from outside. Incidence of this tax also Wi'il : then this
the comparatively richer section of the people. Thercfore, §j,. aIIJ on to
appeal and request the Finance Minister to look at the que’*t' hur‘nb]y
that angle to save the poor people who are in distress °fif,§1 hg;}l

is

imposition.
Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Bora you have alread y
How long you will take ? Y Y takenj half-amhour.
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Shri RAM NATH DAS |[Dergaon (Reserved for Scheduled
Castes) ] . More than half-an-hour may be

given,

Mr. SPEAKER : So many Members are waiting.

Shri RAM NATH DAS : We can sac rifice for him.

prrenam SR o i O GO - L il

Mr. SPEAKER : No there are so many speakers to :~p<:ak on, 10 '

minutes can be given. Yes please go on.

Sl

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Nowgong) : Therefore, Sir, I think, time
has come when we must take courage, to have this entire nced fulfill
by one levy on tea to the relicf of the pecople of Assam by droppi8
the other taxes proposed which our Finance Minister wants to have
by increasing local rate which is likely to be 30 lakhs or so. 1 can assufe
him that a little manipulation by slightly increasing the rate by 2 or
Pice he can have more money than he wants. Then why hit the pol(:f
people who are already hard hit. I would request him to look at the
thing from that angle.

18] ]
Then again, Sir, it appears to me that the Finance I\imlstC;:
contemplation of another imposition on to the poor passengers, wall
will be moving from this place to that place in moving their sﬂ:hc
merchaandise will be hit very hard. Sir, all our people pzu‘tlcula_fl)’ %
fishermen carry small goods from places to places. It the carriage A
small goods is also subjected to taxation, this will hit har.d our poas
seetion of people carrying on their small trades. Therefore, Sir, time 5
come for the Finance Minister to consider this fact and the pI'OP?Sul_
small levy should be given up® and he should concentrate on the agric
tural income -tax.

B e MR

. . . ur
Sir, these are some of the observations on the financiai aspect of 0

L
1
State. I rather want to help the Finanee Minister in fis difficulty- R
want to help the Government to find out money for implementation o
the development plans but this is not proper way of finding out money
at the cost of poor people. There are other scope of finding out money
by other sources. Sir, I can suggest to the Finance Minister, other way’
of finding out money without “hitting hard the poor people. There 13
another instance, Sir.” Tea garden owners earn more income from lands
in tea garden. In teg gard=ns an acre of land yiclds twenty times mor¢ '

than onec acre paddy land. So what is the juitification to assess them
on the same footing,

to revenue on an
behind it. Incom

when income from tea Jand is many times more than the income from

agricultural paddy land, there is scope for increasing land revenue from \}
the tea garden under cyltivation of tea,

Revenue on an acre of agricultural land is equa
acre of tea land. There is no justification, no equity
€1s the main force of assessment of land revenue an
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Then again, Sir, there is another scope, I want the Finance Minister
to consider this. Sir, we are now weded to the policy of prohibition. We
have taken up prohibition as our policy and we will have the prohibition
throughout the State in the near future.  Now, Sir, if really we are weded
to the prohibition why not increase duty a bit more on_alcoholic goods

both country made liquor, and foreign liquor ? Increase of duty isa
step towards prohibition to a certain extent and we can derive some
revenue from that source. You can also examine that Sir, it will be

astep in the right direction,

Sir, it will be in consonance with the declared policy of prohibition.
Then again, Government can also secure some amount of money from other
sources also, say for instance, what is the condition of our roads to-day ?
They have deteriorated to a very considerable extent and are deteriorating
everyday. We cannot maintain the l.'("?ld.\'-. and keep them in proper order.
Who is responsible for the deterioration in the condition of the roads ?
Who is responsible for the cxpc'ndiplrc ol a good fdeal of money on the
unkeep of these roads ? Sir, the diesel vehicles plying on the roads make
the condition of the roads very bad. Sir, it is the private diesel vehicles
plying on the roads that is :'cs;‘)onsil)lc for the expenditute of these roads.
Sir, time has come for the Government to take these into  consideration
and impose a heavier taxation on these diesel  vhicles and derive some
revenue out of it. These are the measures u-ln-('.h I  want the Finance
Minister to please examine and :ilong \n_th this, if a vigorous economy
drive is launched in our State, that will give ample money. These steps, I
think, will be quite adequate to surmouut the dlﬂlCL’ﬂ_‘[)", get over the tem-
porary difficulty which are confronted with todny.“ T'hat will enable us
to find money for implementation of our Plan. Sir, I want that every
effort should be made to implement our Plan and I think that the
suggestions that I have submitted, if_ properly acted upen, will enable
the Finance Minister to have plenty of money suflicient for implementation

of the Plan.

Sir, with these observations on the finances of the State, 1 should
like to speak something about somc oth_er activities of the Government.
Sir, before going to other activities of the  Goverement departments, I
sbould like to draw the attention of the Governmeat to an incident that
happened recently in my room at Naba Bhadur.  What happened needs a
little elaboration. Sir, three young persons probably belong to the Assa-
mese Hindu community, pretty educated and well informed, entered into
my room, and began some sort of an argument with me. I did not know
initially that they bad come to altercate with me. ‘They beecan ar din
and began to narrate their grievances. ‘They said, Sir, that the As,agmesﬁ
community is smarting under a peculiar grievance of their S
Assamese community, they meant Assamese Hindu communit :l“he)
said that the atmosphere in Shillong, in the Secrelariaty' S 03;
conducive of the best interest of the Assmaese people. Tt js ur;frlienrg;]
to the Assamese people. I said-how do you say so, what is your basi anC}l'
what is the proof ? They became heated and they went on sayin ; that
you do not keep information how things are happening a5 51eg Koo
Secretariat. I said 1 keep all information and I go throuch the loca
newspapers as also newspapers from  outside. They sajd yog do not keel
information as to what is happening in the Assam Secretariat, the seat of
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the Government and the seat of the I Ix portant
dcc1slor_ls are d_ctcr.miucd and taken. They proceeded with saying that a
(J(:tcrmmcc} pohcy':s b(:ing followed to l:(:«:p i,l.\\’.;}' Assamese intelligent officers
from the Secretariat. 1 said-how can you say that, what is the proof ? Can
you cite an 1nstance ? They immediately cited six instances. Of these
s.uv:,.l have forgotten two and four I still remember. One instance is
Shri Dharmanada Das, They said, heis a brilliant man with  brilliant
Carchas a-sludcnl. He passed the University cxamination in M, A,,
securing high position ; then he got into the Civil Service and by
dint of merit, he was successful in all branches of the administration
wherever he was entrusted with. He has very bright record of service and
now he has been retegated to the background. What is the post he is now
entrusted with., People feel that his pl;(,'s-?t'nt Secretaryship is not an impor-
tant job. Then, they cited the exainple ol  Shri ] N. Das.
a very brilliant young man. He passed M. A. examination in

administration where

He is also

Calcutia
securing Ist class second plac: in Economics. Then, by dint of merit, he
got appointment in Civil Service of ours. He filled up a lot of  offices
wherever posted, he proved himself fairly well.

f By dint of merit, he was
raised to the I.A.S., but now, Sir, he is relegated to the background. He

knows the Revenue matters so perfectly that I fecl he is the authority in
RFVCHUC matters. My own experience in the Revenue Departinent  for
eight years as Rev Misister has led me to believe that he is an authority in
Revenue matters. But he is n t kept in the Sccretariat  where important
decisions are taken. ‘Then they cited the case of  Shti Ganesh Chandra
Phukan. He also sccured first class first position in M.A. in Economics.
By dint of merit, he secured admission to the Civil Service and later
got into the 1.AS., cadre. Wherever posted, he did well. He 1is a]SQ
shifted from the Secrctariat. Then they cited the example of  Shri
Mohini Phukan, He is also a very brilliant man and is also shifted from
the Secietariat, where such important decisions are taken. 1 have forgot-
ten two other names, sir. They cited six instarces. 1 said-look here, wh.at
you said may be airight, but there might be reasonablc grounds for
Government to justify these things. Sir, if Government want to justify
their stand in these matters, grounds may be available with the Government,
but, Sir, the fact remains that these brilliant officers with brilliant records
of service are taken away and in Shillong, all important and kev positions
are filled by people who have not got much experience. 1 have no
grudge against other officers and it should not be understood that I am
speaking against other officers. This is far from mind. Other officers
belonging to 1.A S. cadre are all good men, but what I am stressing upof
is that Government should have some checks and balances in the matter of
PO'S,it_i“gS and transfers and ensure that no community should have any
legitimate  feeling  of frustration. They insisted on me, strong
words were used against me and against most of our Members also that
we are not looking after these things. They complained, Sir, that these
are being done in pursuance of certain policy of Government, They said
that these officers are becoming clog in the wheel of the Government
machinery.  Sir, T arr. placing their case. I do not believe that what they
sa}d is al, correct, But, Sir, a misgiving has been caused in the public
mind. 1 do not s2y that the other officers are not competent ; but what
Isay 1s that officers with Jess experience in the district administration
are made Secrtaries and feople with enough experience are shifted else-
where. 8o, Sir, I say that a misgiving might and have been caused and
this misgiving may be unfounded. Sir, I think it is time for Government:
to remove this. apprehension form the minds of the people. 1 am bring=
ing this to the notice of the Government in that hope.

—

8

B p—
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Then another thing, Sir, the other day I was cemplaining against
th.c Judical Department and I did not find any aoswer to my complaint.
What is happening in the Judicial Department ? The Finance Minister,
who is also the Judical Minister of our State did not indicate anything
as l‘cg:'trds the Judical Department in his budget. Sir, there has been a
set of questions put in this house that for the last seven months our
'(}0\'("1‘111:1(-1“ have not been able to apnoint an Additional Distriet Judge
in Nowgong or to find a substitute to hold the post of Additional District
Judgt{. My friend, the Leader of the Opposition, has put question after
(lucs“_“”_l'fﬂi‘l'llil_lg this and that there has occurred acute grievances in the Bar
Association of Nowgong among the public and the result 1s accumulation
of work due to the absence of Additional District Judge for the last
seven x‘nunl!:s. Why things are happening thus » There appears tobe
something like a tug-of-war gaing on between the High Court and the
Qowcrnmvnt. Sir, all such appuintments of the Judical Service are made
in con:iull:uiun with the High Ceurt. The post of Additional  District
Judge is a very important post and he is competent to award death
sentences even. It is a very respoasible post and the holder of this post
must be a man who has acquired enough judicial experience. Sir, who
is the best authority to determine the suitability of a person for the
appoi_mmcnl to this post. In fact, a man who has got erough judicial
experience and who bas got maturity of judgement should fill up this
post. I feel, Sir, that the High Gourt is the most competent authority
tc judge the suitablity of the candidate. Now, Sir, my information 1is
that the High Court after giving consideration to all these matters had
suggested a name to be appointed to this post. That was long ago. But
our Government was not agrecable to accept that recommendatfon and
and requested the High Court to reconsider the matter. Our Government
suggested a person of the Cadre and the High Court did not accept that
name. So, there islong delay and a tussle is going on between the
Government and the High Court. This is not a gocd ind cation at all thatthis
Government should have some sort of a tug—of war for which they have
not been able to appoint a Judge for these long scven months. Sir, our
Government is taking up the qLiCStion of separation of Judiciary from
Executive. I will be the happiest man if’ this could have been effected.
Bur, Sir, I am afraid that this is not going to happen in our time.
Even such separation as Nazarat has not been effected. The process serving
peons are not vnder this control of jlldif‘a] officers. Even the peon who
does something wrong cannot be taken to task by these high judicial
officers. These peons are under the District Magistrates and the Judges
are required to complain, if these peons are found at fault to the Magis-
trates. Even in such small matters we have not been able to give geparate
Nazarat to the Judical Services. Sir, to separate the Judiciary from the
Executive is a very big task. Sir, only about a few  vyears back W€
integrated the Judicial Service in Assam which consists of the Regis'rar,
the Assistant the Registrar, the District Judge and Additional District

udge, Munsiff, Legal Remembrancer and Law Assistant and integl‘atfd Sir,
these posts were created with a view to have and independent and integrated
Judiciary. I feel that we are now going in the opposite direction. NOW: what
was the necessity of taking away the post of Law Assistant from this HHidepen-

e ultatio : : Zei a
e ;11 lthli’:.t"g;l()i:életi{lgh Court. Sir, by t_aL_mi It?lw 3 S C. and
High Court was obviated leneqes.mty of consultatlolt tand a man f

2iE s , 10 appoint persons to that post e
Junior has so appointed. Now, the report goes that we are moving the
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High Court for agrecing to this post being made inter-changeable with this
post of a Munsiff. The High Court is not agrecable and there is some
sort of a small tussle there I should say that all that glitters is not gold.
But there is nomclhing in the Judicial Depariment which nceds to be looked
into. Again in the matter of appointment of High Court Judges the same
difficulty is noticeable. There are still vacancies now. Sir, we have not
been able to convince the Home Minister that we are not dearth of local
talents for the office of High Court Judge.

Mzx. SPEAKER : Your time is up.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Nowgong Then again, Sir, in the matter
of appointment of Assistant Public Prosccutor at Silchar. I have got a
written card in the matter of appointment of Assistant Public Prosecutor in
Silchar. A man was selected for this post who was holding gazetted
service in Pakistan. That is what they are telling me.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is he an Indian national ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : 1 do not know, Sir, but a man who held
a position of gazetted service in Pakistan and in card conveyed this to
me.

Shei FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Miaister): The hon. Member
was referring to an Assistant Public Prosecutor in Silchar, I have not heard
of anybody.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : I do not know definitely Sir. He may be
the Assistant Governmeat Pleader. But it is said in the report to me
that he is a man coming from Pakistan. Probably he resigned lhc service
or might have left the service on his own accord. Baut this is a thing which
should be verified because the Pakistan authorities, for various purposes,
try te put in their people in our service.

Therefore Sir, before agreeing to appoint pcople being for Pakistant
our Government should make inquiry about thicr antecedents although they
may be Indian National previously. I want to bring the matter to the
notice of the Finance Minister Sir as I need some infor nations when I have
received a written letter. Sir, I wanted to make a few observations about
the ‘Maura department father less department I mcan the Jail Department ;
but as there is no time for me I stop here. I appeal to the F'inance Minister
to give the informaticns about this state Government Member or Prosecutor
as requested by me and with these words I resume my seats.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SHARMA (Gauhati): Mr. Speaker Sir,
I want to congratulate the Finance Minister for the budget for the year
1962-63 and for his budget speech. T really congratulate the Finance
Minister for being able to present a balance budget for the coming year
after overcoming very great difficult situations such as language disturbances
of 1960 and Mizo Mutum Famine and also border troubles. Sir, as against
the deficit budget, under the revised estimates for Revenue Account for
the year 1961-62 a surplus of Rs.82-44 lakhs indicates really a favourable

trend. I really feel enouraged and for this I once again congratulate the
Finance Minister.

e et S — . .,

e
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Sir, in a developing economy, this State should make every cffort to
increase its revenue by tapping the the possible resources. It cannot go
without taxation because money must be raised to finance the development
works. Sir, in Assam there is a particular section of the population who are
economically very backward. [t is because of the Foreign Rule and nothing
was done during that time for the development of our State and so our
State remains undeveloped. In view of this the Central Government should
be generous to Assam in assisting the development works and thereby
remove the regional disparity which exist to-day in our country.

Sir, we have decided to establish a society on the basis of socialistic
pattern. So we must remove all disparity remaining in our society—that
is to say regional disparity, disparity—community wise and disparity—State-

wise.

Sir, as my Friend Mr. Bora has stated that our energetic Finance
Minister is tiying his level best to tape all the sources with a view to increase
our revenue. 1 also agree to that and congratulate the Finance Minister
for his efforts. In his Budget Speech he has said that the Central Govern-
ment, #.e.. the Central Mines and Fuel Ministry has refused to give us our
due share so far as the Crude Oil Royalty is concerned. Sir, [ am sure that
if all the hon. Members of this House express their resentment with their
all seriousness about the attitude of the Central Minister of Miues and Fuel
shown to the poor State ol Assam, Assam will get her legitimate share.
That unfortunately Crude Qil value at well head has been changed recently
in the year 1961 without any intimation to the State Government by the
Ministry of Mines and Fuel of Government of India which has seriously
affected us. As a result Assam is going to lose a considerable amount of
money. Sir, we hope that good sense will prevail in the Ministry of Mines
and Fuel, and consider our case and do justice, so that Assam is not deprived
of her legitimate share. We do not expect any favour from the Central
Government, it is our legitimate share so we want justice and we must be
successful in cur attempt.  With a view to increse our resources, our Finance
Minister had proposed some tax proposals. I do not like to say about these
more but I will like to say few words about the Local rates which is proposed
to increase from 25 nP. to 50 n’. He hus said that the Panchayats will be
iven this increased money for the purpose of improving the primary educa-
tion and other facilities in their respective areas. Sir, I like to subrit i
this connection as this amount is going to be realised from the poor culti-
vators I think the power should be given to the respective Panchavats to
realise this local rates if they so desire with a view to improve the P;inlal-v
education and other facilities. So an option should be given to them and
Government snould not increase it by themselves.

Sir, my next point is regarding the tax on passengers and goods carried
by boats. This tax on passenger carried by boats required N
tion and elucidation. If it is mecant the Passenger carrying by boat then
1 am deeply against it. I hope the passenger by boat or launch should not
be taxed. I hope the Finance Minister will be very kind enough to consider
this matter. 2

My other point is regarding increment of revenue. Revenue be
increased by taxing the rich and not the poor people. Sir, in this connection
I beg to submit that attempt should be made t¢ detect the recsons who
evade payment of taxes, particularly the Sales Tax, So far my knowledge
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goes there are many people who have been evading payment of Sales Tax
and I therefore, request the Government to deal with this matter c!l’.tctivcl}’
apd sct up a stroug machinery for this purposc. I hope il this is done
Government will get a huge amount,

Sir, as regards Land Revenue [ beg to submit that the revenue on Tea
Garden l'a:nd should be increased. I fecl the Government should consider
this question seriously and I appeal to the Finance Munister not to hesitate
to i!:ﬂpOS(: highcr land revenue on the Tea garden land. [ feel this will be
a picce Orjl]!ilicc to thf: f.::ll'i[(: :"f-;)'-l] 1it1on ol Assam, Becanse the poor cul-
tivators pay high(:f rate of land-revenue whercas the rich owners of tea
gardens pay 'l:lud revenue less than the cultivators. Some of the tea
garden preprietors might not like this but social justice demands it.

¥
1
i

My next point is that vast areas of land are now occupied by unautho-
rised persons. My humble submission is that either these encroachers should
be evicted iimmediately or they should be given settlement and revenue |
should be collected from them. Then ways and means should also be devised
to effect economy in our administration, and if necessary, a Committee may
be set up by the Government for this purpose because it has become a
talk of the people that huge wastage is going on in the Administration. ‘This
should be stopped. Then therc i;l'ruu«pr)rt Department of the Govern-

ment. Itis raid that huge wastage is going in this Department had several
lakhs of rupees inay bs saved if proper cconomy is eflected in  tnis Depart-
ment. Sir, it is a profit-carning Department and so it should be run on a
commercial basis. ‘I'hat is why careful attention should be given to this
Department, so that it is run cconomically without any possible wastage.

Then Sir, huge amount has been advanced as agricultural loans .:md
other loans. 50 per cent of these loans I am afraid, has not yet been realised.
Loans are to be realised as far as possible. At the same time arrears O
land revenue must be realised as much as possible. Some cconomy should
also be madz in travelling expenses of the Government officers. If al_l these
measur<s are adopted I am confident that a tew crores of rupees might be
available for our Finance Minister and I am surc the Finance Minister would
be pleased enough to consider all these proposals.

Next Sir, T like to speak a few words about the industrial programmes
of the Government. Here I have nothing new to add excepting that l
would draw the attention of the Minister concerned about the installation
of a refractory plan near Gauhati to process the refractory materials like
silliminite, etc.  Sir, in this respect I want to say one thing but I do not
know how far T will be correct in saying so because the information was
given to me by some people. 1 have been told that fullers carth used in
petro];um rchmpg has been found in Subankata area and Dolamite that
is used in steel industry as flux has a2lso been found in that area. Sir, T
would reauest the Goverament to make an exhaustive survey of the entire
foot-hill of the Himalayas from the border of Goalpara upto North Lakhim-
pur. I am also told that copper has been found at Barduar near Palasbari
area. LI these are facts then the face of Assam will be altered. Then it has
been stated to me that iron stone has been found near Nahatkatia. I do not
know how far these informations are correct. So, I would request the Mini-

ster for Indusgries to look intg these matters carcfully and see if these things
are really available in Assam,

QT e e e A ST
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Then Sir, so far as the Cottage Industries are concerned, nothin: has
Eeen mentioned in the budget speech by the Finance Minister about the
Brass and Bell-metal Industries. I submit Sir, that these. industries need

Proper and careful attention of the Guvernment,
{The Bell rang)

Sir, as my time is very limited I shall now speak a few words regarding
the Town and Country Planning Department. I am glad that Government
is prepared to bestow the judicial power to the village Panchayats, but I do
not find the same power being delegated to the Municipalities and Town
Committees. Is it because that they are more efficient ? 1 think the State
Government trust the Village Panchayats more than the Municipalities and
Town Committees. Are these organisations less advanced ? Sir, there is
a natural aspiration in us, the people in the Urban Areas, when we see that
our breathren in villages have been given more powers which we are thought
unfit to be given. That is my grievance and agony. Sir, the Local-Self
Government is the verv basis of the Parliamentary democraey So, I fail to
understand why the Municipalities and Town Committees should not be

treated on equal footing.

Mr. SPEAKER : Do you mean Local Self-Government or Munici-
palities ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): Municipalities.
Here, I wou d suggest one thing. Government should have a seperate Minis-
try for the Local Self Government and Town and Country Planning Depart-
ment so that inore attention can be given to these Self-governing institutions.
I really feel that Municipalities are being neglected by our Government.

Regarding the Planning of Gauhati town I would like to say a few
words. Sir a Development authority has been constituted by Government
with a view to develop the Gauhati Town. [ am grateful to the Govern-
ment for this. But I fail to understand what sort of development has been
made though one year has passed since the constitution of the Development
Authority. Being the Chairman of the Gaunhati Municipality I have the
privilege of associating myself with this Development Authority. But I am of
convinced opinion that affairs of this Authority are not properly functioning.
Sir, 1 have come to know that plots of land bhave been purchased By the
Chairman of the Development Authority without the knowledge of the
Development Committee and the Chairman is doing things without the con-
sent of Members of the Developmeut Authority. Sir, if 1hese sorts of - works
are allowed to continue then I do not know how the development works of

eater Gauhati will be done. My appeal to the Government is that they
should give more attention to this important work if they really want to
develop Gauhati town.  Scientific methods should be " adopted so that
Gauhati is developed into a modern  city. In the . Budget speech of the
Finance Minister not a word has been mentioned about the cievelopment of
Gauhati town. I am really sorry for this. Sir, Gauhati has now  ac uired
the status of a third grade city but even then, I fai] to udnergtand
Government is not declaring Gauhati as a third grade city. Had it been
declared as a citv the employees of the Central and State Governments
would have been able to derive a little benefit. I do not know why Govern-
ment is hesitating to declare Gauhati as a third grade city. My ‘earnest: -
request to the Government is to declare it as a city immediately and to
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come forward with an Act, the Gauhati Municipal Corporation Ach
wit a view to meet the growing needs of the pcople of Gauhati, which &
developing very fast. The existing Assam Municipal Act is unable to sers
the need of people of Gauhati which has become large today.

Sir, nowhere any urban area of India the population arc increasing in
such a high rate as is the case with the town of Gauhati. In the year 1949
the population of Gauhati was 45 000, now it is 1,18,000. It is more
double in course of 10 years. So, inay I request and appeal to the _Govurn-
ment to develop Gouhati properly and come with proper plan in this regasd.
By all means Gauhati is to be developed into a modern  city. 1 hope my
appeal will not go in vain.

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time isup.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): With these few
words, I thank the Finance Minister for his illuminating speech an e
budget and sincerely hape that the Government would draw up proper P
to develop Gauhati and its suburbs.
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Adjournment 54
’ghé. 'Afgzré}bly was. then - Adjourned till 10 A. M. on Saturday, the
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R. N. BARUA, | _
Secretary, Legislative Assembly, "Agsam. |




