Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative

: Assemnbly assembled after the Third General Election
l ih under the Sovereign Democratic Republican

g F" Gonstitution of India’

.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 9 A. M.
on Thursday, the 29th March, 1962.

PrREsENT

_ Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury, B. r., Speaker in the Chair,
. Nine Ministers, Two Ministers of State, Three Deputy Ministsr and

I;' Seventy-two Members.
r‘
| Oath or Affirmation of allegiance by Members
L
]
| Mr. SPEAKER: [s there any Member who has not taken oath ? -
|
- (Shri Emonsingh Sangma was sworn in)
g

Calling Attention

Re: Want of drinking water at North Gauhati

Mr. SPEAKER : There is a calling attention wotion by Shri Devendra
Nath Sarma regarding suffering of the people of North Gauhati Town for
want of drinkimg water.

| Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): I will not move it,

E* Sir.
Motion regarding high prices of commodities in the State.

- Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Spe-ker, Sir, I
3 beg to move : ‘“T'his Assembly do now take into consid:ration the
prevailing high prices of commodities in the Statec and thereby increasing
the cost of living™. .

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a common experience that the prices of commo-
dities are going higher and higher day by day. This upward trend in prices
concern everybody right up from the Governor down to the common peoplc.
Government has taken up plans and programmes but I think cur hon.
Members will agree with me that until and unless there is a check on the

_soaring prices of essential commodities the development programmes will
not be of any real use to the people. "Mr. Speaker, Sir, our developmens
programimes are only on paper. The success of the plans mainly depend
upon raisiog the standard of a living of the common people, raising the pert
capifa income as well ag the national income. [Ifyou observe very carefully,
Sir, you will find that in that respect these matters Government is not doing
well apd plans gre not successful becayse the per capita income in Assam
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is much lower than that prevailing in any other State in India, On the other
hand, Sir, the costof living is much higher in Assam than in other States
of India. Therefore, Sir, it is the duty of the Government to look into the
matter and to see that the per capita income can be increased and the price
level stablilized to cope with the present situation. Sir, it is useless on the
part of the people of this State as to what development plans are taken up
by the Government until and unless there is stability in prices. Here in
Assam, the cost of living is higher and on the other hand, the per capita
income is unreasonably low. In this connection, the draft plan of Assam
may be referred to. Sir, I am not going to deal with the statistical data. It
is a common experience on the part of us all that we are facing maximum
hardship in view of the high prices of essential commodities. Any way, I
want to give the statistical data for a few years by taking 1949 at hundred
the average cost of price index of three urban areas, Gauhati, Silchar and
Tinsukia is 92 in 1955 and goes up to 111:3 in 1961. Of course, the
all India statistics is quite higher than this, I am not going to give any opi-
nion about this difference between all India statistics and our statistics,” The
statistics which I am giving are Government statistics.  Sir, it is a matter of
great concern and through you I zppeal to all the hon. Member: to take
due consideration about this matter. Another point, Sir, if you obserye
carefully, the monopolists as well as the traders are raising the prices
on the plea of transport bottleneck and ths like. Sir, Udo not rule oug
that there is transport difficulty but it is not the main cause of the raisj ng
prices but this is only a loophole on the part of

the business com munity to
carn undue profit. What they generally do, they keep the things and go on

hoarding and make the things scarce. After afew days they throw open
their stocks in the market and they earn the maximum profit. This is due,
Sir, to the ineffective measurcs taken up by the Government to check the
nefarious activities of the monopolists for whose whims the common people
are suffering a lot. = Sir, we are not concerned with what the rich people are
doing but we should be mainly concerned with the common people a5 tc what
they are actually doing, how they are pulling on, what is their income and
how they are purchasing the essential commoditics 10 meet their barest
requirements at exhorbitant prices. Now, Sir, though there is a Pyice
Control Act, it was not enforced effectively and for which the business men
and traders are extracting the people’s blcod for their own selfish gain, g,
it is our own Government and they are to look after the interest of the people
first. But what we have ohserved with great regret is that they are quit

unmindful of the suffering of the commoun man i.ll this respect.” I do no:
know, Sir, what our Supply Department is doing in this particular respect

It is the duty of the Supply Department to see that essential commoditieax
are not hoarded by the business men for their own profit, &

There should be a stron heck acainst any rmalpractice and
check of their stocks sh SE tr i 2

Surprige
: ould be arranged regularly under the supervision of
responsible officers,

Another thing, Sir;if we look to the border areas of the Khasi a d
Jaintia Hills, v e find that dissatisfaction prevails in the minds of the peonl-
because the suppliers, 7.¢., the Government agents, are char ing very hfﬁ
prices on this plea and that plea like transport bottlencci, ete, Bug t%e
Government . are not restraining their agents. The Government is there tq
relieve the distress of the border people and if the latter suffer is  due to the
ineffective .measures taken by the Government. :

— T
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Then, Sir, we have found that prices rise without any corresponding
increase in wages. The last Pay Committee recommended higher wages for
low-paid Government servants, We then found that eveu before the bills to
that effect were drawn the prices of commodities went up. Similarly, when
Government decided to give compensatory allowance to their employees in
Shillong, the prices avain shot up. Therefore, Sir, it is useless to increase
wages unless and until the price-line can be controlled. g

Then again, Sir, we find there is a big difference in the prices of com-
modities between Calcutta and Assam. For example, a nylon Saree which
sells in Calcutta for Rs. 50, here in Shillong it will cost Rs.75. The dealers
give all sorts of plea like transport bottleneck and other things.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries):
Government is not intending to control the price of nylon Sarees which is an
article of luxury.

Mr. SPEAKER : He was giving an cxample of the difference in prices
between the Calcutta market and Assam market.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) : Sir, a rayon cloth which
sells in Bangalore at Rs.5 per yard is charged Rs.18 per yard here. Prices are
going higher every day. When T came herein 1952, potato was used to
be sold at 3 to 4 annas a seer, whereas now it has gone up to 13 or 14 annas
a seer. In this way, Sir, the prices of commodities are increasing day by
day. Therefore, it is my earnest appeal to the Members of this House to
express their grave concern at this rising trend of prices and to urge upon
the Government to take effective measures to save the suffering of co.nmon
people. It is the common people, irrespective of caste, crecd and com-
munity who are suffering most today. It is a matter of great concern that
while the income of the common people remains more or less stationary the
prices of essential commodities are going higher and higher up every day.
The Government should look into this matier and tackle this problem
earnestly so that all, from the Governor down to the common man, can
smoothly manage to pull on. With these words, Sir, I appeal to the House
to consider this matter very carefully and take effective measures so that

we all can lead our lives smoothly without any man-made hardships caused
by the business community.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that this Assembly do now take

into consider.ation the prevailing high prices of commodities in the State
and thereby increasing the cost of living.

) Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Mr. Speaker
Sir, I thank my hon. Fiiend, Shri Dulal Chandra Barua, for raising this per=
tinent question before the House. Sir, this is the most burning problem of
the day and we must do something to check the rising trend of prices so that
the people can purchase their essential commodities. = Sir, there are four
classes of people in our State, siz., those who are very rich, the agriculturists,
the labourers and the lower middle class families. ~As for the agriculturists
the Government is pursuing a policy regarding procurement of paddy. They
have fized the price of paddy at Rs.10°50 nP per maund. They have issued
licences to the co-operatives to purchase paddy. The idea is that the
growers should get Rs. 9'50 nP per maund and one rupee is to be
dxstfxb.uted among the service Co-operatives and the Apex Marketing
Societies. Now, Sir, from our experience we can say that this policy is not
working, the growers are not getting their price. The chairmen of the
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As there are ho other
native than to sell thei.

s where the poor pror
ducers instead of getting Rs. 9:50 pP. per maund have got only Rs.7 -

There was a casc in Silchar where evidence was recorded before a Magis-

producer got Rs,7 only instead of
get only Rs.7 how can they live ?

They are to purchase other essent; » Sugar, mustarcd

oil, etc, at a very high prices.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
of information, Sir, The hon. Member said that paddy is purchased at Rs,7

2 maund. May I know from hijm what variety of paddy it was and which,
particular place he is referring to ?
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE (Katigora) :

Shri

Silchar,
BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Which variety cf paddy?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTA.CHARJEE: I am not in a position to say

Jjust now,

Shri BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :  That i
VEry pertinent.  Sir, | hope the hon. Member is refering not to Silchar

town, he must be referring to some rural area in the Silchar subdivision,
I would like to knoy that particular area.

(i TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Mr, Speaker,
Sir, I now come to another question,

Mzr. SPEAKER . Mr. Bhattacharjee, you have not replied Hon’ble Chief

inister’s question, You have made a statement. You must be in a posi-
tion to give the information when called for,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Sir, I am not in a Position
to furnish the ihf‘ormation justnow. I may let you knqw afterwards,  Noyw
Sir, coming to my point I like to say about salt. We know that salt for
which Mahatma Gandhi started movement has to be purchased by us at
Rs.10 per maund. Now, Sir, monopoly of ihis salt has heen given to some
particular firm who used to purchase it from Bombay at Rs, 535 nP. But

this firm again gells it at Calcutta to some middlemen with some profit ang
when we purchage

i it, we do so at Rs, 10 per maund. 8o, Sir, we find that
the salt which is a very ecssential commodity for us, we are purchasing it at
higher rate, Now, Sir, to another point. I like to draw the attention of the
Government  thay Government purchased paddy for their godowns to meet
the. natural calamitjeg, This year, so far my knowledge goes, at Silchay
their aim is to stock about 24 lakhs maunds of paddy by the end of the year,
Sir, 31st March is near, So fap [ gather, Sir, Procurement was only
80,000 and 85,000 maunds o

( ! > rso0. In this connection, I like to say, Sir, that
Silchar is a big place. During the rainy season, we hecome isolated. Ifwe

cannot stock sufficient paddy, the price wil] go high up. It is now selling
at Rs, 20, but it will 20

. up to Rs.30 or so during the rainy seagon. S0 poor
people will suffer like anything. Moreover, Sir, we are generally lower
middle-class people— e belong to the lower middle class families. I.do not
hesitate to say that barting only a few all of us are suffering like anything,

%




1962] MOTION 331

I know many of us who cannot maintain their families pProperly, because of
the fuct that after the 3rd or 4th of the month all the meney is  exhausted
and they are to pull on with loan. This is our fate, This fate is shared by even
Deputy Secretaries of the State Government Departments. 1 also know from
my personal experience at Silchar if any body dies and his relative cannot
afford to perform the last rites, he can get a certificate from the Municipal
Commissioner for exemption of funera! duties. liven, Sir, when any relative
of any Government officer or School teacher dics, amongst middle-class peo-
ple, they are not in a position to afford to pay Rs. 10 being cost of fire-wood
and they have to approach us for help. This is the condition of about 60
per cent of our people. So, I appeal to the Government to take effective
steps in this direction. Sir, we know that there is transport bottleneck. But
we should not suffer for that reason alone, I want to say to our Ministers,
to the hon. Members of this August House that something should be done
to save this poor country, to save these poor and lower middle class-people,
so that we may achieve the goal of our socialistic pattera of society. I find
many among the treasury Bench who sacrified much for the imancipation of
the country and stjll teying to do their best for making the country a pros-
perous one.  So I specially request the Treasury Bench to take proper steps
so that people may not die for want of timely decision and I hope they will
take proper steps to improve the situation. This is my only submission,
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#§hri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta) : Mr. Speaker, Bir, a few days
ago, I gave notice of a motion calling attention of this House ta the sudden
rise of price of paddy in Barpeta Subdivision for which abnormal
condition prevails.

i e F met AT A (T 3 e - - et mam s R A e

#Speech not corrested,
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Now, Sir, I shall make a few observations on this matter along with
other matters relating to high price prevailing in our State. Sir, when I

left my place the price of paddy in my Subdivision was in between 1] rupees
and 50 Naye Paisc and 12 rupees, per maund.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) :  Sir, the
hon. Member is quoting the price of Sali paddy.

Mr. SPEAKER : Are you quoting the price of Sali paddy ?

*Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta) : I am quoting the price of hoth
the varieties. Ahu paddy was selling at Rs.11-50 nP. and Sali paddy at Rs,12,
I am much distressed when I got the information that the price rises to
Rs. 14 in some places of the Subdivision, namely, Tarabari and Jai.a side.
The price is Rs. 14 for Sali paddy per maund and Rs. 13 per maund for
Ahu paddy. Sir, the last year paddy crop in the northern side of the
Subdivision, though not to the expectation, the cultivators harvested a good
crop and the southern portion of our Subdivision always looks to the
northern portion for their paddy supply, and from the information availa-
ble, there should not be such a high price in the Subdivision at this period
o the year, becanse there is no dearth of stock of paddy. But what is the
cause of this constant rise ? I fail to understand. Perhaps stockists and
the merchants are hoarding a portion of their stock to create an arrificial
scarcity. Sir, at this period of the year, our peasants are short of funds;
they are to spend some money in weeding operation of the Ahu crops and
jute creps. So it is the permanent feature of our peasants in the southern
part of the Subdivision that they always go to money-lenders for moriey {o
spend for weeding operation. - Sir, if they are to “spend so much noney
on paddy which they are to buy from northern part of the Subdivision, then
they shall have to go on starvation, though it is not a fact that they have to
Temain fasting for days together.

! ¢ But even then, it will be very difficult
for their food requirements, The Government should look into this matter,

Sir, there is an arrangement for establishing cheap foodgrains shops in
different parts of the Subdivision. But, Sir, it is very regrettable-that when
prices rise for some days or some months, only then the Goverament
officials come to the rescue of the poor peasants with the establi hmant of
these shops. So, Sir, I beg to draw the attention of Government to this

aspect of the matter and to request them to take early steps so thiat the
cheap foodgrain sho

3 ps which will supply rice and paddy " to the cultivators
may be established in my Subdivision as sonn as possible.

There is another poiut to which I want to draw the attention of the
House is the high prices of fish and milk, rather the non-avajlability of
fish and milk in my Subdivision, Sir, you know that Barpeta had a legen-
dary reputatior for abundance of fish and mjjk but for some yea:s bpaSt
exactly contrary condition is prevailing  there. Bigger carp variety »f gsh
18 practically unknown to the villagers now-a-days. Sir, milk is also
becoming scarce due to the opening up -of the reserves and-the scar. ity of
fish is created by the defective system of cettling the fisheries. Sir, Ebeg to
dfaw the particular attention of the hon, Minister this mattcr and request
him to take neeessary steps to reliave the people from the scarcity of these
essential foodstuffs, o ¥

* Speech not corrected, B
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Another thing to which I want to draw the attention of the House is
the non-availability of mild steel rods in my Subdivision. Sir, mild steel
rods of the dimension of 3/8” and 2/8" are not available in our Sub-
division for a long fime.

*Shri RAM. NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for Scheduled
Castes)] : On a point of information, Sir. The hon. Member has said that
the scarcity of fish is due to the defcctive system of settlement of fisheries
and he requested to remove this defective system. But the hon. Member
has not given any suggestion to that effect. It will be better if the hon.
Member gives a suggestion to that effect.

*Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta): Yes, I will give a sugges-
tion. Sir, all the fisheries in the Subdivision are settled with the lesseces
and there is no reserve fishery which may be used as a breeding ground
for the fish in time. All the fishes in the fisheries are exhausted by the
lessees using a special type of net which has no pouring. So, the entire
quantity of fish that is available in the fishery is taken out and when the
season for breeding comes there is no fish in the fishery and so the breeding
is stopped. Therefore, I request the Government to keep apart some
fisheries so that they may be used as breeding grounds of the fish, and in
the rainy season fish may be supplied from these reserve fisheries.

Now, coming to the non-availability of steel rods, I would only draw
attention of the hon. Minister, in charge of Supply to this matter and I
do not say anything more on this point.

Sir, you know the cost of living in Assam is the highest in India. Here
the prices of all essential commodities are very high and they are rising
year after year. For instance, Sir, the price of a pair of mill dhoti was Rs.20
two years ago and the price has gone up to Rs.25 to Rs.26. Within two to
three years the price Las gone so high. In this way the prices of all other
commodities have risen within 2/3 years to a very high level. Sir, the entire
trade and business in this province is in the hands of a few businessmen who
have no permanent interest in this State. The local people are cnly petty
businessmen and the wholesale trade is entirely at the hands of non-Assamese
people. Th_ese big businessmen are bent upon making more money as they
have no feeling for the people of the soil. Therefore, Sir, Government
ought to take some measures to control these traders.

Sir, recently Government have set up procurement agencies and
through these agencies they purchase paddy and send the paddy to the Mills
for milling purpose and rice is taken back from the mill. In that arrange-
ment Government was wrong in giving very good margin to the millers
which would not have been available to the millers if they would have
purchased paddy themselves and sold the rice, Sir, I am told that the
mills give 25 seers of rice per maund of paddy though they get about
28 seers of rice. So three seers of rice they keep as their profit besides
broken rice and rice bran. So, they make good profits. In this way from a
single maund of paddy they get about Rs.3. So, the people outside
have a suspicion that there must be something wrong or there must be
some interest in making this sort of deal with the millers.

*Speech not corrected,
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Therefore, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the House that if
this system is to continue, Government should exercise necessary caution
in making agreements with the millers and should examine how much profit
they make. Sir, the prices of some commodities are the same in many
places. For instance the price of cement in Bihar is the same as in Assam
though we are to carry cement from other States. Piice of petroleum is
the same in other States as in Assam, though petroleum is to be carried
from Assam te other Siates How this arrangement is made (Voices:
some States price of petroleum is.cheaper than in Assam), T do not
understand why this arrangement cannot be made in Assam also in respect
of the foodstuff which are taken from Bihar, Punjab, United Province and
other States to Assam ? The merchants make a huge profit on the ground
that they have to pay a substantial amount as freight, So, Sir, the price of
foodstuff should also come unde1 this arrangement and I request this Goverp-
men' that they will take up this matter with the appropriate authority.

Another thing, Sir, 1 want to draw the attention of tl.e Houge o
that our State has to grow wheat and every kind of pulses. Unfortunate]
Sir, we are to spend a huge amount of money annually in importing Pulses
and wheat which are the commodities of daily use here. As far ag -
knowledge goes the shortage of wheat and pulses is due to the fact thay n
stringent law is enacted by our State controlling the habits of the people io
the matter of restraining cattle from ‘roaming in the fields at their wij} Inf
stringent......

* Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): I could
not follow what the hon. Member is diiving at.

Mr, SPEAKER : He means grazing of cattle in the fields.

* Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta): Our cultivators cannot
grow pulses and wheat because our cattle consume all these crops,

* Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Barchalla): Why could not the figlg be
fenced ? .

* Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta) : No, Sir, our peasants
poor; they cannot afford to pay for it. So the Veterinary
the appropriate department must make enactment to cont
habits cf the cattle.

= are
Department or

rol the grazing

*Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

Will the hon. Member please elaborate the point how grazin
may be controlled ?

Agriculture) :
g of the cattle

#Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta) : Yes Sir, I am g
hints. Enactment should be to the effect that whenever anybod
found in the crop field, the cattie should be impounded (Noise).

ivi
3 ng Somc
Y S Cattlc alc

My. SPEAKER : Order, Order.

*Speech not corrected.

In.
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#*Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta): Pounds are not sufficient
and the rules are not stringent. The peasants whose cattle go astray and
destroy others’ crop must be punished. If they do not keep a cow-herd...

*Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture):
Already pounds are there ; if the cattle stray, they should be impounded.

* ghri MADHUSUDHAN DAS: Repeated occurrences should pe
punished. The owners should be penalised. With these few words, Sir,
I conclude my observations. Thank you.

*Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): RIoCiE|
G4 Tciwr, 9. MwEs (p famm | Bfacg G306 STOIE
G {91 qEe WM T sEdl wicnal 2 clEl
e A 1 T £ W B § Al | o MO 7 S A LS B B
sfs s State Trading =Zidw R =i sE-7~r IS FAR
(7iTs T A b reR Sl iz e fafes 2 i
FAFita ogd S wiw  cafEs o siiea e s fafe

g TiEars (521 4l czeg | «figm lean period & FES AR
7 e Sfecs  afBS | T34 State  Trading - Trade
' Enquiry ~ Committee, M. L. A. 7saa Ffiacs A
iz Flabae  ws  7F Fieeg @ lean  period I LEEIS]

T4 T Sitp @te_ o1 STbm «¥ e ge FfEEE S cRiTe
ferm | =fABa A=t czow cr wiiE bufler stock @if4= @it =i lean
period s @12 4w deficit @fsaica Service Co-operative 3 wfqate 1312
AZTF AFGIAT TEE AR T FA AL TACR T n Az T w6 A (%
oiea fofa Afaaia  Sad-cdtvd frgaddim  zE—cig FiRed saeiE gt
Fair price criwta 4fa fr steaa  wiw afts  stfp3 @i 9F 3%
SEE CI s B 1 A 7 ) (A B

Siem 7 Aw gfm 29 el S FEed iy [EOE 9T
AN FECd A2 wh oA SieIRpEE )

AT A @Bl Buffer Stock cwum wfwm atet) it St
G I B e I o I 2 B ) R 1 2 E L 23
1 (R E= & R ) 0T L A o A |

i 5w <37 W z@-3fmel @Bt Relative . F0—
sifor® 419 Bi%=sa  wivg =T I¥9  wNm  F@as faer 9 9kE |
wchl  Supply i Demand 3 @753 fpes e 9 S04
i g-bigsm Bediva 3fs zAE . Supply @fs z3 e @l
= A galk fafwe 9t @il <639 atfes |

fIriaes Ok FerdT olfS 24e o sifsts cdfies =7 Bestr
ENE I & [ A B ) B v IR B < A [« T (. (4. (42 N EIG L b
gl oredt I oEFAF ATS FER zm e TR 9HR
nFCAl T Al FiEA A@ed Wi cetT @b wiwsiedis ®R FER
A | oitte X9k B e it @m zm g F@9R bl
giFaces | g 4 97 e catest® @i - tSEaiTeE coEa @t =@ifals |

*Speech n.t corrected,
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): =n sk, oS
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Shri MAHAMMED UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): I thank, Sir, Mrs
Dulal Chandra Barua for having brought up this matter of rising price
before this House for discussion. Sir, this problem of price and price
structure is one which cannot be considered effectively in isolation of the
various programmes we have undertaken under the plans. Tt is very inte.
resting to hear the difficulties caused by the high price of certain cuommod;.
ties as prevailing in Assam. Moreover, Mr. Mohikanta Das has given a
comprehensive picture of the matter with suggestion by which rising prices
can be controlled. But, Sir, if we really want to examine the basic causes
which go to determine the price of commodities in a planned economy
we have to go a little deeper into the whole matter. Why there is 5 rising
trend of price in this ccuntry today ? Mr. Barbarua said that ip 1950
certain things were very cheap because an article available they
at one rupee has come to cost Rs.3 now ; the cause, Sir, is that i
the first” 5-year plan period beginning from the year 1950-51 we Put into
investment for national development Rs. 2,500 crores. In Assam it wag
Rs. 20 crores. Our whole emphasis was then to augment agricultura]
production because it has been considered necessary by the plaﬁners that
unless we strengthen the base of agricultural economy we cannot build
up a sound industrial economy. The foundation on which the whole
economy can be huilt up is agriculture. Therefore, in the First Five-Year
Plan a great deal of emphasis was laid on agricultural production through
a scheme known as ““Grow More Food Campaign”. Then in the Secoﬁd
Five-Year Plan we put in Rs. 4,500 crores, the emphasis was Jaid on
industrial development. We have made some progress and the hon. Mem-
bers are aware of the industrial policy adopted by our country that certain

industries have been exclusively allotted to the public sector some in
2
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which both the private sector and public sector can participaie and certain
other industries which have been relegated to the private s=ctor. Now,
Sir, if we put in more money into circulation naturally it has some effect
on prices. Now, there are two main types of development schpmeS—some
are short-term maturing schemes and some are long-term maturing schemes.
The short-term maturing schemes give quick return on a short-term perx-od.
Therefore, rising prices can be checked to some extent by higher production
but there are projects involving crores of rupees and it takes a longer
period to produce results. The question of higher investment and higher
prices go side by side. There are economic forces at work over which
human agency has little control. Now, Sir, what is our policy in the
matter of economic development ? There are twe different systems—one
is the Laissez-faire—or free economy and the other is a regimented or a
fully controlled system of economy which is obtaining in the Communist
countries to which my Friend, Mr. Barbarua, has referred. ‘There the
whole economy is controlled by the State —everybody works for the State
and the entire production and distribution system is controlled by the
State, but we have embarked on a system of economic development which
is known as the ‘democratic system of planning’—envisaging partial control.
The whole natter has been discussed in Chapter 7 at page 119 of the
Third Five Year Pian. The price problems have been very fully discussed
therein and it has been recognised that the most important thing to do is
to strengthen our agricultural economy—increasing food prcduction to
attain self-sufficiency. The food production target of 80 million tons
should be enhanced and there must be an over-all increase of 25 per cent
of food production to attain the target of 100 to 120 millicn tons at the
end of the Third Five Year Plan for the whole country. What is the
position in Assam today ? The other day it was indicated by some
Members that our food production has been more or less constant for the
last few years. The investments which we have made in agriculture has
bhad very little impact on the agricultural procuction but we cannot blame
the Government policy alone that prices at all levels have not been kept
under check in our State ; therefore, we must also fix a higher target of
agricultural production particularly in the matter of food ard also in
respect of other agricultural commodities which form some of the important
items of our consumption. Thercfore, for every bit of difficulty we cannot
blame the Government. We have got mauy difficulties—of which the
most important is the transport bottle-neck. Many essential commodities
like cement, C.I. sheets and many other articles of food are imported from
outside Assam and Assam is a State which suffers from its peculiar geogra-

phycal position and has got to pay the highest freight charges of all places -

in India.

Therefore, we have to bear in mind that the freight charges for com-
modities coming to Assam are the highest in India. Secondly, the popu-
lation in our State is growing very rapidly and Government also has
undertaken many developmental and industrial activities which attract
many pcople from outside. It is natural that prices are going up. There-
fore as our population is going up, we have got to do something to meet
the situation by higher production. If we are to save our community from
the difficulties caused by high prices, we have to develop both agricultural
and industrial sectors. The food position must be improved within as short
a time as possible.  Therefore, my idea is that we must develop the
industrial sector as well as the agricultural sector. So, people should not
blame Government for the high prices of commodities. It will take a long
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s a1 rices. ‘There are certain ecircumstances under
Wi tofStﬂﬁhsigeth:anfolo)i s%abilised. We have to take into account the
which l00_ P;f opulation and of the short-fall in the production of food.
s r1115'3tin 1':;)]16 matter of food production we have got foRacoptiim.
; agre{;: : E?hods of agriculture. I also agree that we have to shift from the
irig;ez fz}; G 5 the socialistic pattern of cconomy. In adopting th is
system we have to take into account the disturbing influence the change
o}:.’er will bring about. Some people who are engagectiin frade will be
dversely affected and there will be conflict of interests. I_t is therefore
2 ver'alyto adjust our trade policies in such a way that minimum dislo-
zsast?:)lrt; is caused in the transitional period—so as to i1educe the hardship
of those liable to be displaced from the trade,

Again, Sir, some of our friends said that co-oPerative system
was not working properly in the matter of procurement of food-
grains, I likz to mention her_e,_ Sir, unless we have adequate
buffer stock, we will not be in a position to coniral or stabl_hsc the food
price. Government of India ha_s.also directed .r_hat' food_gra_ms should 13(:
kept in stock in adequate quantities for the stablllsaf.ion of price. For tl.]lg
purPose, Governmen? of Irdia has already entered into an agreement with
the Government of U. 8. A for the supply of wheat as buffer stock worth
Rs. 600 crores for the Third Five Year Plan period under P 1,

480
So far as supply of rice is concerned, the overall ‘p{'oductlon of ri_ce in the
world is not very satisfactory. So buffer stocks of rice must be built up by
internal procurement In Japar the area for r

ice production is only 15
Per cent of the total area, but you will be surprised to hear that with thig

small percentage of area under culti\_;aiion,J_zlpan is surplus in respect of
rice. There in Japan rice prcduction varies from 2$ to 3{_) maunds per
bigha, whereas in’ our country the rice pr(_)duchon per l_):gha 1s only 4 ¢p 5
maunds, Tt sounds as if Japanese cultitivators are wizards. But they are
not se— they are very hard working people and their agricultural methodg
are oneof the most scientific and advanced in the wo

rld. Therefore, Sir,
I agree with Mr. Das that the most important thing in this Tespect is {q
have a sound policy which offers sufficient incentives _to the cultivators for
more production. Procurement prices must give an incentive to (he

an in v grow-
ers and then only they will produce more food and price will be stapb

ilised,
At present a grower is offered only Rs. 950 nP per maund of Paddy in »
surplus zone. This is considered to be insufficient. Government i giving
only Rs, 9.50 nP. per maund to a grower which, more or

less, represents
cultivator will
request the
£ agriculpy.
OduCtiong do

; 10t come dowp,
appreciate the anxiety which

has
y many Members. The price line Ca?]czré
held in food if the buffer stock is evenly distributed in the deficjt areas
so that when there is an emergency, sufficient foodgrains may be released
to meet tie rising demand. This is how stable prices can :

Y be maintained,
Therefore, Sir, there has been a complaint that paddy was ngt dist:ibuted
properly for want of a proper machinery of distribution in the rural areas
in times of need. The policy adopted by Government in Tespect of procy-
rement and distribution should be rational and effzctive and price trends
should be kept constantly under review and remedial

: ( me .[ncasures  taken
when price tends to increase beyond a certain limit, Sie, that i why it

the cost of production, and unless 2 higher price is offered a
take to other more rzmunerative crops. The.refore, Sir,
hon. Member to study the whole price situation in the context o
ral and industrial productions, Unless in both the sectors pr

not match the money in circulation, the price level will ng
under any circumstances, [

expressed in this connection b

3
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retail price statutorily. The
een fixed on this ground. Then
difficult—in fact it will

has not been thought necessary to fix the

retail price of rice and paddy has also not b
the question of controlling the retail price is very
entail complete rationing.  Therefore, only by creating buffer stqc}«:s the
price level can be held up to a certan reasonable level. In agldltmn to
assuring a reasonable price to growers to stimulate higher pmductlon there
is the responsibility of Government to maintain a fair price for consumers

also.

Sir, if the food price is not controlled, it will have repercussion on the
cost of industrial production. Higher cost of living for industrial workers
will raise the price of consumer goods, and thus a vicious circle will setin.
Therefore, it will be proper to control the food prices both for producers
and consumers in a rational manner. Proper remedy will be, according to
my opinion,—(i) to control the price struture and (ii) to augment the
food production, and (iii) an efficient system of distribution. ~ Govirnment
machinery should be so designed as to keep strict vigilance on the rising
of prices of other essential commodities also which have their impact on the
cost of living. Government should set up a separate department to watch
constantly the price trends in respect of all commodities so that any upward
trends may be checked with suitable steps. The normal law of- supply and
demands will continue to determine prices, and short supply at any time
may be due to lower production locally as well as less import due to tran-
sport bottle-neck. Transport bottle-neck is an important cause for rising
prices and unless the t-ansport facilities are improved and free flow of
goods ensured consumers will have to face occasional difficulties. Some of
our friends blame the Government for rising prices, but -Government cannot
alon_e control the prices. What the Government can do is to make all
possxbl_e facilities available by way of transport. Now Mr. Sen from Cachar
;tIso said that they were suffering from transport bottle-neck. The Minister
in-charge, .Industrics has said that the railway system in the Hill Section
would be improved providing for a larger number of wagons for movement
of goods to and from Cachar in greater volume.

Therefore, Sir, we must not confuse things. It must be remembered
.that in certain fields only Government can control and in others where there
is free economy competition is the best corrective but freedom of movement
is the most important factor to ensure fluidity in the market. Therefore,
Sir, we should remove the transport difficulties that are there, but it will
take some time, What we can do is that we should have a close study of
the whole problem and see how we can tackle the problem. There I find
some deficiency in the Governmental machinery and I think, Sir, all these
p;oblems—production and procurement of food and its distribution, etc.,
will call for a comprehensive examination so that a sound policy can be

evolved and the people who are suffering from high cost of living may be

saved from undue financial strains. Coupled with all these, Sir, we must
also take steps to improve our earning capacity with productive investment.
Unless all these things are combined, prices cannot be brought down. It
will have its usual effect under the forces of economic law. The matter is
of very great importance and I feel there should be a Committee of the
House which should examine all these matters and advise the Government
as to the measures to be adopted from time to time. We must also have
an agency to examine these problems at the district level and Gavernment
apprised of the situation so that remedial measures may follow. When
the local difficulties take place, we hear all kinds of grievance from the




344 ~ MOTION [29¢th March

paople. So, Sir, there must be a sort of comprehensive scheme by which
the whole position can be kept under close observation and necessary steps
taken as the situation demands. 1T therefore, say, Sir, that it is no good to
blame the Government alone, or merely condemn the rising prices, Itis

* a very complicated economic problem. Therefore, it is good that we have
got an opportunity of discussing this problem at this stage and the observa-
tions and suggestions that have been made by the hon. Members would
bz taken into consideration by the Government and necessary steps taken to
remove the grievances of the people as far as possible.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, nobody
can deny that price condition in the State is very erratic and at the same
time irritating. It frequently goes up and frequently comes down. All tie
Members here have dwelt upon the points from various aspects, but it has
a close relation with the purchasing capacity of the people, because when
we see that the prices of essential commodities are on the increase, the
purchasing capacity of our people are on the decrease. So, unless we fing
out some rmeans toc make both these ends meet, we cannot solve thig
Problem. Our friends here have given suggestions that we'should encourage
our peasants to take to cultivation. That is really a very important point,
Assam being a State of agriculturists. We have enough waste lands ang
there are waste lands in the tea gardens also which are not fit for tea
plantation. We have enough lands in the villages also. Unless we can

bring them together lands to the people and the people to plough on them,
this problem cannot be solved.

As regards industrialisation, Sir, our friends have spoken many thin S
about it.  We were really soriy to hear the Minister for Industries yesterday
that the Government has committed mistake regarding the Sugar Mijl] at
Dergaon. e did not explain what were the mistakes committed by the
Government in the Sugar Mills and I expected a reply from him whether
the Sugar Mill is going to function or not,

As regards housing materials, Sir, about four years back, there was
a talk of a cement factory in United Khasi and Jaintia Hills. But thig

cement factory has not yetcome up and we do mnot know whether is
actually coming up.

As regards clothing, Sir, as a part of the Plan of the Gover
Assara a Spun-Silk Factory was established at Jagi Road in my
can here caution the hon. Members that a dayis soon to come Whey
we will have the painful necessity of hearing from our Government that thil
Spun Silk Mill is also not working, because due to the mistakes in ths
selection of site. The factory requires twenty thousand gallons o water pec
day to feed the machinery, but now, it appears that only six thc.us,g,,ndP
gallons of water is available and Government has already invesie one laky
of rupees to find out water. Now, another sum of Rs.50,000 is going tl
be invested there to find out water even after investing this one ang hal?‘
lakh of rupees, as things stand today, one cannot hope that sufficient water
required for the purpose, i.c., twenty thousand gallons... ...

I-lll’lent of
districe, I

Mz, Speaker: What bearing this Spun Silk

Mill has on the riSing
price of the commodities, It is too far fetched,
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Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): It has some
relation. What I want to impress upon the Members is that every scheme
taken up by the Government to improve the requirements of the State has
failed and we are always to hear sad explanations and unconvincing
explanations from the Government side. So, Sir, as I say, production has
something to do rather production is the only thing which should be
considered before we consider the rising prices. Unless we put our heads
together to increase production, this price problem can never be solved.
That is why, I say that our Government during the last two Plan periods,
failed miserably to bring production up-to-date. It failed because it failed
to utilise human materials and other natural resources available in the
g}untry to increase food production. That is what I want to say,

ir.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
am indeed thankful to our young friend, Shriman Dulal Chandra Barua
for moving this motion relating to an important matter regarding rise in
prices of the essential commodities. I am also thankful to hon. Members
who have taken keen interest in the discussion and given constructive sug-
gestions to improve the situation, so far as rise in prices is concerned. But
I am sorry that neither in the speech of Shriman Barua, the mover of this
motion, nor in speeches of the hon. Members, specific instance has been
pointed out. The main point for discussion was the rise in prices of essential
commodltle_s. But nobody has pointed out any specific instance in respect
of any particular commodity that there has been any rise in prices at all if
there be any and no area was pointed out. 4

*$hi RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Kaimganj North): Sir, the Minis-
ter, $ppply missed the point. Sugar shortage, mustard oil, etc.,—these com-
modities have been mentioned by the hon. Members from this side.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, it has been said by my friend, Shri
Umaruddin, that this is not an isolated phenomenon here in Assam.
It is an all-India phenomenon and the main reasons for such a rise in prices
are the inflationery tendencies generated by the heavy industrial develop-
ment expenditure and also the high price at the production centres and the
transpert cost involved in importing these essential commodities from the
production centres to the consuming areas. It has been pointed out by my
friend, Mr. Mohi Kanta Das, what great difficulties we have to face regard-
ing import of these commodities from outside. We have to depend
on other States for sugar, salt, mustard oil, soojee, atta, pulses and different
grains. Regarding transport bottle-neck, it is well known to the hon. Mem-
bers. We .have only one rail link and its capacity is limited, and due to
the expansion cfithe industries and consequent heavy movement of trafhic
great strain has been put on this link and it is always not possible to have
a regular flow of essential commodities from different places outside our
State. Unless there isa regular flow of these essential commodities and
unless the supplies are replenished constantly, the scarcity is bound to
happen resulting in the rise in prices,. But we cannot expect to have a
regular flow from outside due to this dificulty, namely, the transport difh-
culty which is well known to the hon. Members. - We have been able to
improve the situation a little but much remains to be done. The number
of wagons has been increased and we have been taking up the matter with
the railway authorities for making more wagons available.

*Speech not corrected.
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So far as the question of rise in pricesin our State in 1espect of the
essential commodities is concerned, we have collected the figures from diffi-
rent districts and on the analysis of these reports obtained from the district
officers, I can inform the hon. Members that in fact there has not been
any abnormal and sudden rise in the price of essential commodities except
mustard oil and rice. But even in respect of these two commodities also,

e reason is due to the transport difficulties and in some case it is seasonal.
Regarding the prices of sugar, atta, soojec and salt, I am glad to inform the
hon. Members that there has not been any increase in the prices. The prices
are more or less steady and stable. So, Sir, I can say this much, that there
is no cause for any anxiety, and if there be any upward trend in prices of
different commodities, we will certaintly see that they are stabilised and do
not go up. We are no less anxious to see that prices are stabilised.

Mzr. SPEAKER: What about rising in prices of paddy in Barpeta Sub-
division about which Mr. Madhusudhan Das referred ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Yes, Sir, Barpeta
was specially referred to by my friend, Mr. Madhusudhan Das. So far ag
Barpeta Subdivision is concerned, from the figures available with

me, the
present market price of Ahu paddy is Rs.20°50 nP., per maund and, Sali
paddy at Rs.22 per maund.

Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta) : Sir,

but we are purchasing
at Rs.26 per maund.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Brahma, have you got any seed grain shops
there ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: No, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, are you quoting the market price ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : The present market price, Sir. There
is a suggestion from some of the hon. Members that if there be any scarcity
of rice and paddy anywhere, the Government should see that some fair Price
shops are opened by releasing paddy from the buffer stock which we have
now. This is a good suggestion. But up till now, we have received ng
such complaint from any quarter that there is scarcity of rice and paddy
except in one district, i.c., the district of Goalpara in Lakhipur thana area
which was referred to me by my friend, Mr. Khagendra Nath Nath. If ,
complaint is received from any quarter, steps will be taken to release the
buffer stock.

Mr. SPEAKER : Byt My, Das has given a report that the price of
Abu paddy has gone up by Rs.13 and Saligpaddy by Rs.14, 3 T

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : T have quoted the price from the figures
supplied by office on the basis of the present market price. But if that ig

the position as reported by Mr. Das, we will see that some paddy is releageq
to meet the situation.

So far as the transport bottle-neck is concerned, it has b
many of the hon. Members.

een stated by
score also, we have been tryin

The transport bottle-neck is there, Op this

- I g our best to ease the situation and we aye
taking steps for making more wagons available. Unless more wagons are
available and the railway line is strengthened, it will be ver

y difficult

for us to import required quantities of goods from outside our State,

n
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So, we shall take up the matter with the authorities_ cnnccrn?d, and
as a matter of fact we have been doing that from time to time and
we shall make all possible attempts to make more wagons available
for the purpose. Sir, even within the State due to heavy accumulation
of traffic it is not possible to have regular flow of commodities even
from one district to the other. There arc so may restrictions put and
some tines the wagons are held up at Amingaon and it takes
long time to take them to south bank. Even there is difficulty in
inter-district movements of goods. We are, however, trying our best to
solve all the difficulties as far as possible. As I have already stated, SIF,_ at
the moment there is no cause for anxiety so far as the rise of prices
of essential commodities are concerned, Whenever we find that there is
a tendency for the prices to go up, we shall take all possible steps to
ease the situation.

*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Sir, on a
point of information. Just now the Minister has said that due to
transport bottle-neck there is difficulty in movement of goods. Is the
Minister aware that very recently the Chamber of Commerce has not
released some wagons of sugar and as a result Government had to
release sugar from our sugar mill and Government had to release the
wagons paying demurrage charges? As a result of non-release of the
wagons by the Chamber of Commerce there was rise in price of sugar
in Tinsukia, and this was .done by the Chamber of Commerce
deliberately.

_ Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): I am not aware
of it, Sir. However, I shall look into it.

Now, Sir, it was reported by my hon. friend Shri Madhusudhan
Das that there is scarcity of iron rods at Barpeta. So far as this commodity
is concerned, it is a controlled commodity and the prices of the
controlled commodities are determined according to the price structure
r egulated by the Government of India and we have no hand there. There
is no ch_ancc of rise in the prices of controlled commodities. Regarding
the availability of iron rods, so far as my information goes, we have got
sufﬁcmnt- materials available in many places. But I do not know whethe
this particular material is available in Barpeta or not. ?

_ "Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta): On a point of information
Sir. The price of cement in Barpeta has risen from 720 to 7'85 in
course of less than one year. If itisa controlled commodity, what is
the reason for the rise in price ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): I cannot say
anything off-hand unless the matter is looked into.

Mr. SPEAKER: If you go on putting questions like this, how can
the Minister reply ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Sir, I have tried to reply to all the
points raised by the hon. Members excepting one point raised by Shri
Bhattacharjee from Katigora. He said that people did not get proper
price for their agricultural produce. According to him the paddy was

%Speech not corrected.
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sold at Rs. 7 per maund. T do not know whether it was Sali paddy
or Ahu paddy. He also could not give the name of the place where the
paddy was sold at that price. He may" supply the information to me
later on and I shall look into it.

Sir, so far as the procurement of paddy through the Co operative
Marketing Societies is concerned, the main object of adopting this policy
Is to give proper price to our cultivators and it is with that end in view
we have adopted this system of procurement. But I do not know how
the system is working, and so I shall have to study the whole thing. Sir,
as you know, I have taken up the subject only a few days back and I
will take some time to go into it deeply. I hope that if the hon. Mem-
bers co-operate fully with the Government it will not be very difficult
for us to put the policy of ours into action and it will really benefit our
cultivators. Moreover, it will help in stabilising the price level of the

commodities in our State. Sir, I have tried to reply to all the points raised
by the hon. Members.

. Mr. SPEAKER : T think you have not replicd to some of the points
raised by the hon. Members. Have you got anything to say with regard
to the point raised by Mr. Umaraddin ? Mr. Umaruddin suggested

that there Should be a Sub-Committee of this House to go into the ques-
tion of rise in prices, etc.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) : I have noted
down all the constructive suggestions made by the hon. Members. Mr.
Umaruddin’s suggestion for a Sub-Committee” scems to be good and I

shall certainly consider this and see what can be done. This is really
a helpful suggestion,

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : Whether the Government js
aware that no C.I. Sheet was supplied to Barpeta Subdivision ?

Mr. SPEAKER How ean the Minister reply to this question
without prior notice ? It is not question hour. His reply is that he has
supplied information al| the points raised. Therefore, if you want any
further information you may give it to the Minister and he will look into it,

Now item No.4—Shri Dulal Chandra Barua.
Motion regarding foed adulteration prevailing in the State

Shri DULAL CHANDRA. BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1

beg to move that this Assembly do now take into consideration the food
adulteration prevailing in the State,

3 ;"F»ir2 I think all the hon, Members of this House will agree with me that
this serious problem has been

facing by the people of Assam in gepe
Therefore, I appeal to the House throgughyyou, l%il’,p to take serious i’lgoticéac}f
?hlS man-made calamity, Some recent reports that have been published
in the different newspapers have been brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment also but no action to check such criminal motive on the part of some
interested section of the community has been taken up till now, Sir, in
almost all the essentia] food ;

stuffs there is adulteration, specially mustayd of]
detected to contain mixture of castor oil. Of course I do not know in what
percentage castor oil has been mixed up with mustard oil but the percentage
is Ligh. In turmeric, there is adulteration too.

=
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You know, Sir, milk which is generally supplied in urban areas is fully
adulterated. The milk that is being supplied {from Government farms such
as the one in Upper Shillong is very limited. The poor people have not
been able to get milk for their children. Our children have been forced to
take adulterated milk and as a result they are suffering {from many diseases.
In other items of food, such as Suji, atta, flour, etc., too there is adultera-
tion. I want to draw the attention of the House to the fact that even the
flour mill that has been established at Gauhati is indulging in adulteration
as most of its commedities are reported to be adulterated to a great extent.
These foreign materials mixed with foodstuffs are often dangerous and may
even cause cancer according to medical experts. The colouring matter such
as the one mixed with lemonade is also dangerous. The percentage in food
adulteration in comparison with other Statesis the highest in Assam; in
Assans it is 53'39, while in other States itis 309, only. Itis not under-
stood why Government is indifferent about this matter which greatly
concerns the health of the people of Assam.” Government should take
serious action about this. In this connection let me refer to one case which
took place at Laitumkhrah, Shillong. The Chemist who examined the
sample found that it contained a very dangerous substance known as Coalter
dye but Government has not taken any action against the culprit who
was caught red-handed. When such a serious matter which greatly concerns
and affect the interest of the people and the health of our future generation
in this State, it is not understood why Government should be indifferent about
it. 1 have come to know that some shops at Gaunhati-Shillong Road which
supplied the adulterated foodstuff has been seized and a case is also under
investigation at Gauhati. But what I fail to understand is that even after
submission of the Chemical Examiner’s report, no action has been taken. It is
clear that there is some alliance between these people of the Administrative
machinery. I am not going to say, Sir, that the Government is corrupt
but there is every reason to believe that they are having an unholy alliance
with those murderers who are killing people slowly and slowly. These cul-
prits must be brought to book because there is no difference between a mur-
derer and a food adulterator. For the sake of profit, these food adulterators
are doing a lot of harm to the people in very many ways. Government is not
taking any action even when it was brought to the notice of the proper au-
thority. Itis quite surprising how Government can keep silent over such a
vital matter. Therefore, it is my earnest appeal to all my friends to take this
matter in all its seriousness. If necessary there should be a legislation to
check such kind of notorious things done by the businessmen. I have come
to know that these people have been allowed to go free because there are
some defects in the Pure Food Act. If necessary, we should amend the Act.
The food adulterators should be convicted as murderers.

Mr. SPEAKER. Instead of waiting for the Government, you can
bring a Bill yourself. Private Members are entitled to bring Bills but
Government should not sleep over it.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Thercfore, my earnest
appeal to all Members is that as guardians of l_aw, the Government should
look into this matter. This is a question in which the safety of our very life
is involved. I leave this matter to the House to consider it seriously and to
find out ways and means as to how can _this adulteration of foodstuffs be
stopped and if the situation demands to make necessary legislation to
prevent further recurrence of such things. Thank you.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Medical): I would
like to have one information, Sir. The hon. Member has cited the name
ol'a particular place where some person was caught red-handed. T would
tike to have the full particularsso that I can give my replics. I am not
going to reply on these vague allegations.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): I havye got these
documents, Sir. I can give.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Medical) ; He is
to take full responsibility of the documents.

-

(Disturbance)
Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North-Salmara (Reserved)] .
Shri Barua for bringing this motion for discussion again though
this House is aware that in every session this vital problem ig discussed
and whenever such discussion was made, very valuable suggestions
were advanced forward in the past. But Personally T am not hanp
at all because things have not improved and statistics show Shai tII:::’
percentage of adulteration in f'oodstuff has increased from 479 to 5 a9,
I endorse the views expressed by Shri Barua and would adq TR
extent there is failure of the Government to check thijs adulteration 25
foodstuff. I think Shri Barua is not aware of the fact. 2

I thank

- Mr. SPEAKER : How long will you take please ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: About five minutes only, We hav
Food Act also and rules thereunder have been framed both ﬁe thie
Government of India and by this State also. But in spite of this, sia )Syt 1:11&
are not adequate. ‘T'he cause of the failure may be due to the et Itha? en
propaganda machinery is defective which should be re-organised Tt‘t:e
Health Inspectors also are not very mindful of their dutjeg and they.do e
perform their duties in the way they should do. I suggest that Whniat
time inspecting officers are necessary to look and investigate all thoe
things. Sir, T suggested last time and I am also suggesting this tlim ese
there should be a separate set-up with proper PFUPagandfx machj C_that
that they will be able to discharge their duties Properly and i)]lneiy so
important part as far as adulterated foods are concerned, ‘Sg fay I&g their
propaganda has been done and so adulterated food business is nd ngo
merrily. About the legal aspect of the matter, many cases hagomg on
brought to the court but it is surprising to see that in almost aj] tl'(: pec
accuseds are acquitted by the court on the ground that they do e ﬁe Cases
fault with the food adulterators who were prosecuted before the ,. noiany;
so almost all the cases have been acquitted, I would, therefore court and
Government to examine this aspect of the matter by the Law D:': suggest the
the Secretary of the law Department, because this is a very verp artment or
matter. I request that Government should not neglect tg.lmportant
interest of the health of the people. The milk supply in 3} for the
generally is always mixed with water, though water is not i he towns
should adulterated milk he supplied to the people Jurious, why

: i /
you will surely find many adulterated food, but I am Suﬂ%:iicétt%:ta:’g;
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officers of the department concerned are not taking strong measures to
prosecute the offenders. I request Government to pay more atiention
to this matter so that the offenders may be prosecuted and adequately
punished. Sir, I find the Local Bodies also are callous, they are not paying
attention to this most importaut matter which concerns the health a‘nd
energy of our people. Here in Shillong in Assembly Hostel the milk supplied
is mixed with water. Last year it was detected to be adulterated but no
steps were taken. When I was a Deputy Minister 1 had this experience
that due to shortage of hands and illpaid staff of the Public Health
Laktoratory, volume of works could not be coped with. The fond samples
should be frequently and largely examined. I Tequest Government to give
more attention to these things in order that the things may be improved.

Now, Sir, another point about the approved colours by Government.
I do not know anything nor have I seen in the official Gazette what are those
approved colours. bir, the people should know certain colours which are
approved by Government, otherwise the dealers in foodstuffs may use any
colour they like in the foods they are supplying to the public. It is
reported that the colour used in chocolate is found to be injurious, even
the colour used in Am-sandesh is also injurious. It is better that we should
know of the colours approved by the Government. I would therefore,
request thez Government to examine this aspect of the matter thoroughly
so that any and every colour which are injurious to the health of our
peaple should not be used. Sir, we have been discussing this subject
matter for the last few years but things have not improved. For the
interest of the health of our people and since this is one of the most impor-

tant matter, I would appeal to the Government to give serious attention
to this matter again.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 9 am.on Friday, the 30th
March, 1962.

R. N. BARUA,

: Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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