Proceedings of the Twelfth Scssion of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Clonstitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 A. .
on Tuesday, the 1st March 1966.

PRESENT

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, =.L., Speaker in the
Chair, seven Ministers, two Ministers of State, two Deputy Ministers and
forty-one Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

. STARRED QUESTIONS

' (To which oral answers were given)
r
“.
|
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
e,
vl (To which answers were laid on the table)

_ Starred Question No.7 was not put and answered as the hon. Ques-
~ tioner was absent. :

Re: Selection of tribal representatives for going to Delhi on
A the Republic Day Celebration, 1966

_ Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER North Cachar Hills (Reserved
1 for Scheduled Tribes)] asked: :

16. Will the Minister, Tribal Areas be pleased to state—

(8% Whether there were tribal representatives from Autonomous
Districts of Assam selected to go to Dzlhi on the occasion
. of the Republic Day celebratios in 1966 ? -
(b) If so, their names and addresses and the distiicts = they
represented.
& Shri CHATRASING TERON (Miaister, 'I_'ribal Areas and
» W. B C.) replied:
16. (a)—Yes. . .
(b)—(1) Rev. Luaia of Lungleh, P.O. Lungleh,'l\{hzo D1slrict_
(2) Shri Langsing Tiso, Ghairman, Mikir Hills District
Council, Diphu, United District of Mikir and North Cachar Hills,
(3) U Span, Doloi of Raliang, Jowai, United Khasi and
« Jaintia Hills  District. e '
4 U i Sirdar of I\’IaW:Ol'lD', nitec 1asi 5 o
> Hills o e < and Jaintia
Of them U Iliam, Sirdar of Mawlong could not attend
due to personal difficulties and Shri Langsing Tiso could not go due to
in disposition and in his place Shri Sar Rongpi, Executive Member of Mikig
Hills District Council attended the celebrations,
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Calling Attention to a matter of Urgent Public Importance—
Stampede death following a public meeting at Tinsukia
addressed by Shrimati Indira Gandhi, Prime
Minister of India, om S5th February, 1966.

“*Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokakhat) w41~
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Sir, I beg to call the attention of the Chief Minister under Assembly
Rule 54 regarding the accident that occurred during the last Tinsukia public
‘" meeting addressed by our Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, where
several people died and were injured due to police stampede and mismanage-
ment.
It is a matter of great public interest as many public who attended
the public meeting had died and were injured. I, therefore, want to
know the following informalion :—

(1) Causes resulting in death and injuries to public attending the
meeting ?

(2) Number of persons killed ?
(?;) Number of per:ons injured ?

(4) What compensation have been paid to the victims and their
families ?

(5) Why Police started stampede and was it justified ? :

(6) What steps the Government is taking to prevent such mishap in
such important public meeting when addressed by impertant Government
leader like the Prime Minister ?

*hri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : M.
Speaker, Sir, the Prime Minister of India, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, visited
Assam on the 5th and 6th February, 1966. The main purpose of her visit
was to address the Miching Bane Kebang at Kulaja“ in the district of
Lakhimpur on 6th February. Her itinerary Il[CludCd, among others, a
public meeting to be addressed by her at Tinsukia on 5th February, 1966.

The visit of the Prime Minister was a tremendous success, Wherever
she went large crowds attended her meetings and collected on  road-sides to
give her a rousing veception. There was great enthusiasm among all
sections of the people who as in the case ol her illustrious predecessors wanted
to come near and have a close ‘darshan’. Her personal popularity was also

BT #Speech net eorrected,
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abundantly clear from the beginning, These very desirable trends posed
special problems of crowd/traffic con‘rol for the Police, who on the whole
rose admirably to the occasion assisced by volunteers and N. C. C. cadets
in some places. It is, therefore, highly unfortunate that an incident took
place immediately after the conclusion of the public meeting at Tinsukia on
5th February which was the last public engagement of the Prime Minister
on the south bank according to the official programme.

The Prime Minister arrived Tinsukia at 7'40 p.m. and went straight
to the public meeting. There were about 50,000 people inside the stadium
where the meeting was held and about 10,000 along the road leading
through the town to that place. The arrival and departure of the Prime
Minister at the venue of the meeting was quite orderly in spite of laige
admiring and curious crowds who thronged both sides of the road.
The meeting was also very orderly. However, just at the conclusion of
the meeting when the Prime Minister was leaving for Dibrugarh there
was a sudden rush through the gate meant for the general public. It was
apparently felt by a large section of the gathering that there would be
another reception to the Prime Minister at Congress Bhavan at Tinsukia.
A section of the crowd rushed for the Congress Bhavan. The Prime
Minister and her entourage was able to leave without much inconvenience.
When she stopped in front of the Congress Bhavan her way was practi-
cally barred by asection of the people. It was the large number of people
apparently who in their eagerness to reach the Congress Bhavanin time
made a rush through the gate and caused the stampede. There was also
the usual crowd of enthusiasts who are always noticed at public meetings
making a dash for the roads to have a last close ‘darshan’ of the V.L.P.
There was also a section of the crowd anxious to avail the special trains
and buses arranged to take those hailing from places outside Tinsukia

proper.

As already mentioned the meeting at Tinsukia was held in the
stadium. The stadium was surrounded by a 9" high brick wall enclosing
a space of about 3,00,000 (three lakhs) square feet. The space was ample
for thesize of the audience, In fact, there seemed to be sufficient vacant
space at the back. There. were three gates of which one (6 w1de.,~ was
reseived for the V. I. Ps., another (3’ wide) for women and children
ani the third (12’ wide) for the general public. Thc.stadmm was ad-
equately lighted and particular attention had been paid to the gates.
The barricades and deployment of policemen had b_een_ma_lde according to
the rules and as stated earlier there was no over-crowding inside the stadium.

Therefore, while other causes like existence of a single gate, rush for
availing special trains and buses were no doubt contributory factors. The
main cause which led to the stampede was apparently th.ﬂ eagerness of a
large section of the crowd to get to the Gongress Bhavan in time.

Thirteen persons died as a result of the stan_mlcde-—-l?a on the 5th and
one later in the hospital, 23 persons received injuries. Government very
deeply regret this loss of lives. ‘The police and other officers present ar-
ranged to evacuate the victims to the hospital in private vehicles with the
assistance of the public and N.C.C. cadets. The Officer-in-charge, Tinsukia
Policei 'Station personally supervised the evacuation of the last i)atch of 5
casuaities,
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The Government have sanctioned Rs. 1,000:00 as an ad-hoc relief grant
to each of the families of persons who lost their lives in the incident.

‘The Sadar Sub-divisional Officer, bLibrugarh, who held an enquiry
into the incident has submitied his report recently and is under considera-
tion.

Detailed instructions on the basis of experience of this incident have
been issued to all district officers to avoid recurrence of such mishap in
future. :
bri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) : May I know from
the hon. Chief Minister that though there was an enquiry by the Sub-di-
visional Officer but the people are demanding a high-power judicial enquiry
comméssion and whether the Government is contemplating to appoint the
same ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The Sadar Sub.divisional
Ofticer made an executive enquiry but he has mentioned in his report that
there should be a judicial enquiry, therefore, we propose to have a Jjudicial
enquiry but it has not as yet been decided who will conduct the enquiry.

Shri NILA KANTA HAZAGRIKA (Dergaon, Reserved
for Scheduled Caste) : Tmala 471 wfE Mt sfw 4fips
s oiAm FfHEREE P
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Mr. SPEAKER: We have already taken up the matter with the
Government. The number of Assamese reporters is not adequate. We have
only three reporters and the number of spzeches in Assamese is incrcasin
Therefore, we have already moved the Government to increase the numhgl
of Language reporters and also to improve their quality. Our Secretary is in
correspondence with the Chief Secretary and T hope something will he done
Very soon.

Maulana ABDUI, JALIL CHOUDHURY (Badar : :
tion is same with Bengali also. ( pur): The posi-

Mr SPEAKER: Yes, hoth Assamese

and Bengali. - There will be t
same set of reporters for hoth, £ be the

S

- §



. bers’ Resolutions now.

1966] RESOLUTIONS 279

Private Members’ Resolutions

Mr. SPEAKER : There are no Bills.

We take up the Private Mem-

Shri DEVENDRA NATH -SARMA (Gauhati) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
with your permission, I would like to mike some amendment to my reso-
lution, The resolution which I would like to move will be this :

“This Assembly recommends to the Government of India to convert the
Railway system in Assam to Broad Gauge and to extend the cxisting Broad
Gauge Railway line to Gauhati immediately”.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): On a point of order,
Sir. 'The resolution has been put in a differcnt formin the printed list of
resolutions,

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, but he wants to amend it and if the
agrees, I have no objection.

Shri DULAL CHANNRA BARUA: But the amendment should he
circulated to us first,

House

Mz, SPEAKER : 1f the House now agrees to take up the resolution in
the amended form ther: cannot be any objection. Does the House agree
to 1t?

¥

(Voices—Yes, Sir.)

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: We may also like to move

amendments. It would, therefore, have been better if Shri Sarma’s amend.
ment were circulated to us.

Mr. SPEAKER : He has already amended his resolution. You may
move any amendment you like to his amended resolution. The resolution
as amended reads: ‘“This Assembly recommends to the Government of Indja
to convert the Railway systcm in Assam to B. oad Gauge aid to extend the
existing Broad Gauge Railway line to Gauhati immediately™.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Thisis self cuniradictory. He
wants the entire railway system to be converted to Broad Gauge and at the

same time he says that the Broad Gauge line shouli extened to Gauhat;,

Mr. SPEAKER : There is no contradiction. Convers‘ion of - the entire
railway system to Broad Gauge will take some time. Pe:;dmg thi
the Broad Gause line to be extended to Gauhati immcdiately,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): My, Speaker, Sir
I'beg to move that this Assembly recommends tothe Government of India
t6 convert the Rajiway system in Assam (0 Broad Gauge and 1, extend
the existing Broad Gauge Railwayline to Gauhati Jmmediately,

Sir, in moving this resolution, I would like to mention here briefly the
history of development of railways in Assam. The firg railway lige in
Assam was introduced in 1885 by the Assam Railway Trading Qompan
Limited. It wasa 98-mile railway connecting the exXtreme 1)0iom fp i:lY
Dibrugath district, The next railway that saiesto: be Opened - t;;e
Jorhat Provincia) Railway in the year 1891 with only 55 Mileg and -Wa;i S
itself to the Sibsagar district, The ex—Assan; Bengal Railwa wn-dll“?t%
headquarters at Ghittagong undertook extensions of the rai!wgy ‘?’ilnes to

5, he wants
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Assam in 1901, but could only dosoin 1905. The ex-Eastern Bengal
Railway in 1834 had alio extended its track to reach Amingaon from
Parpatipur. The history of the development of Railways in this province
is, therefore, disconcerted. All the above named Railways were merged
with the State Railway on 1st January, 1942, Ist October, 1943, and
Ist April, 1945 and named as the Bengal Assam Railway with its headquar-
ters in Calcutta. The ex-Bengal Assam Railway was required to be bifur-
cated on 15th August, 1947 cons:zquent on the partition of the country,
The major portion of the e¢x-Bengal Assam Railway left to the Indian Union
got disconcerted from the rest of the Railway and a new Railway named the
Assam Railway was then created with its headquarters at Pandu. Then in
the name of developing the zonal system, the headquarters of this Railway was
shifted to Gorakhpur, connecting this Railway with the O,T. Railway.
A great agitation developed here in Assam against the removal of the
railway headquarters from Pandu to Gorakhpur. Then, due to the sympathy
shown by the then Railway Minister Babu Jagiivan Ram, the NorthEast
Frontier Railway was created, having its headquarters at Pandu. It is also
through his efforts that we managed to get the preseat Brahmaputra bridge
for which we are grateful to Babu Jagjivan Ram. But still the transport
probiem of Assam was not solved.

Sir, the problems of Assam, particularly the transport problem, were
neglected by the Centre till 1962 when the Chinese launched a naked aggres-
sion on the soil of Assam. Then the Government of India took serioys
notice of the problem and the then Finance Minister Shri T. T. Krishna-
machari, along with some experts, was pleased to visit Assam and passed
necessary orders for extending - the broad gauge line to Jogighopa via Bong-
aigaon. As a result of this a partial solution of the transport bottleneck in
Assam was solved, but up till now we have nct been able to solve this
problem in toto. Assam possesses immense natural resources which have
not been yet properly tapped.

There is scope for establishment of innumerable industries based on
forestry, mineral resources and agriculture. When these industries will
be esiablished the transport problem will become more acute. With the
present railway system now available in the State, I think, it will not he
possible to meet the need of transport of the State. It is, therelore,
very necessary to develop the railway system throughout the State. Sir, in
this respect I would like to mention that in Assam several districts like the
Mizo Hills, Khasi Hils, Garo Hills and the major portions of other dig-
tricts are not connected with railway. Nearly 14 lakhs people have been
kept deprived of railway communication. Besides, Assam happens to be
a frontier State and aga frontier State it has to defend the frontiers of our
country. So for defence purposes we require extension of the railway
system m our State. Sir, in this respect I like to mention that during
the British regime when there was no development of industries and when
there was no acute transport problem in the North West Frontier province
of India, the then Government of India extended the railway line
with broad gauge up to Peshwar only for the sake of Defence. But now
because thedefence of Indi, has been more important in the Eastern side
than t%mt of the Western sie the demand for extension of broad gauge
line throughout the State i justified and it has become more neceszary from
_thatl a’ilg[f"‘jl I hope the Government will consider extension of Broad Gauge
1me‘ Ll;lo‘ug out Assam and immediately to Gauhati. Sir, it is 2 known fact
that Assam - produces nearly 349 million pounds of tea annually and
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nearly 700 million pounds of jute. These tea and jute are to be trans-
ported from Assam to the Port, 7. 2. Calcutta. Sir, I do not think that
the present railway system is capable of transporting these volumes of
tea and jute, not to speak of any other things or materials and defence per-
sonnel for the purpose of Defence. Sir, the present State of t
In Assam is compelled to hamper the trade and it is
dent on the riverine traffic and here also the steamers have to ply through
waters ofa foreign country and it takes more time in transport which causes
the prices of consumer 'goeds to outbalance the prices of consumer gozds
in the rest of the country. From this angle also Assam’s demand for
extension of the broad gauge line throughout the State and immediately to
Gauhati is vitally important. I, therefore, request the Government of Assain
to press the Government of India immediutely to extend the broad gauge
railway line to Gauhati for its fuller development of the State and also

he railway
bound to be depen-

for defence purposes. Sir, I saw in a railway magazine that this year
the N. E. F. Railway has been able to lift jute and tea and they placed
at Badarpurghat 2,533 metre gauge wagons and at Lumding district 4,196
metre gauge wagons. ‘They say that the railway authorities have been
able to meet the demand partially for lifting tea and jute from Assam to Port,
Z.e., Calcutta but they also pleaded that they have not been able to lift the
whole quantity of tea and jute from Assam to the Port, i. e, Calcutta.
So, even in spite of extension of the broad gauge line up to Jogighopa
and in spite of making a railway line, i. ¢. a linking line, they have not
been able to meet fully the demand of transport of tea and jute from
Assam. 1, therefore, hope that the Government of India will be
favourably disposed of to introduce a broad gauge railway line to Gauhati
immediately so that the problems of Assam may be solved and also so
that the problems of defence of this eastern area of our country can
be successfully met. With these words, I appeal to the House to support
my resolution and I hope that the introduction of a broad gauge line
up to Gauhati immediately would solve our transport problem to a certain
extent and as a result we shall be able to march towards industrialisation
and it will  help the defence purpose to a great extent.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Resolution moved,

*Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I support the resolution moved by my hon. friend Shri Sarma
and in this connection I would like to add something besides what has
been stated by Shri Sarma. Shri jarma has very ably put before the Hoyse
the necessity of extending the broad gauge line immediately to Gauhati,
if not to the eastern most region of the State _and also converting the
present railway system into broad gauge so thatthis part of the State cap
also be linked "with the rest of India. Sir, the re 01111'10!} as moved by
Shri Sarma has got two parts ; the first part of the resolution says (hat the
existing railway system in Assam sllould be converted into broagd gauge,
and this is very necessary because of the fact that while the Test of the
country has got one system of railway line i. e, broad gau e, thiy
Part of the State has only inetre gauge railwfty system
and, thereby whenever any traffic or any wagon 0 be  movediiie
this part of the country there ought to be by NECessity the chapees ooc
from broad gauge 1o the metre gauge, and, therefore, there g '—Handlinﬂ
trouble, and due to this transhipment it causes delay apg other associated.

*Speech not corrected, & T A R
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troubles. So, Sir, if' the entire country has got only one system, »iz. one
gauge, movement may be made quicker and there will be no trouble in
shifting from one wagon to another wagon. Loss of time can be avoided
and also unnecessary exyenditure can be avoided and thereby commodities
which are booked at the point of production can be sent easily to these
places and the price of goods also to a certain extent be less. Sir, it has
always been said that Assam is rich but the people are poor, and this
poverty of the people is clue to the fact that in spite of rich potentialities
in different spheres—forest products, mineral products and oil depo-its and
so on, and though nature has endowed so many wealth to this State—
these liave not been exploited mainly due to the transport bottleneck. Due
to this bottleneck the cost of production in Assam becomes very high and
do not get the same market as other products in the rest of the country.
So, if the same gauge could be extended to Assam more industvies could
be very casily set up and the products which come from these industries
will get ready market in the rest of the country. Sir, as regards economic
development the points have heen very ably put by Shri Sarma and I
would not want to repeat them ; but I feel that the minimum necessity
of converting the system from metre gauge to broad gauge system and also
extending the broad gauge railway line to the other parts of the State has
become imperatively necessary for defence purposes. Sir, we had seen that
_when this part of tha country was attacked by China in the year 1962
there was heavy rush on the available metre gauge railways and the metre
gauge could not cope with the heavy onrush not to speak of others even
of military personnel and defence equipment. Further, Sir, the military
equipment and military stores that had to be moved from different points
of the country in broad gauge railway wagons had again to be put in metre
gauge wagons, and this caused extreme delay and such delay sometimes may
completely frustrate the very purpose of such movement. Sometimes due
to unloading from broad gauge wagons and re-loading the same to metre
gauge wagons causes delay of four orfive days. In such circumstances
the,very necessity of the defence purpose may be frustrated and the couniry
may be over-run by th¢ enemy. Therefore, Sir, I feel very strongly, that
at least for defence purpose the same gauge, i.c., broad gauge, should be
extended to different parts of the country, and specially c’tcn’ Assam as
the danger to this country is on the eastern front...As Mr. Sa ma has
already said that during the British days when there was not so much
danger to t.h_e gountry’s frontiers the broad gauge system was extended to
Peshwar with the purpose that the same gauge will connect the important
cuu‘:—s and important placc;s of ‘ghe country specially Calcutta, Bombay and
so on. S0 there was a direct link between Calcutta-Bombasy and Peshwar
with the purpose that whenever there is defence r!eceslsity, military
personnel, equipment and militaiy stores could be easily moved for defence
purposes. At that time the danger was from the West and the British
Government smelt that if India is to be attacked or if there was an
trouble then the trouble will come from the western side, and, therefore,
they made provision of thorough communication on that Peshwar side even
though traffic was not very much and alio from the economic development
point qu view there was not so much necessity of extending the broad
gﬁugchlpe. It was ‘done actually for the purpose of defence. Similarly
:] OU? n tf)ll.part of the country we have rich potentialities for economic
brand P ok also needs the extension of the same gauge, we want the
gauge to be extended to this part of the country mainly for the
purposg of defence. This part of the country shall have to be defended.
We had seen in 1962, after the tall of Bomdilla, we were extremely surprised
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to learn that there was a move te shift defence from this part of the State

to further west leaving this part to its vwn fate, The people of the State

resented  the move and they felt that we cannot be left uaprotected. Why

this move to shift the def-nce line to further west ? It wasonly because

of the difficultics in the movement of military personnel, cquiphcnt and

stores. We do not know about any military strategy but this is how

the people felt at that time. So, Sir, we feel that this part of ithe country

shall have to be protecied. and if so, all the necessary facilities for defence

purpose will have to be clearly thought out and planned. lcis no doubt
a fact that there will be heavy expeunditure to extend the broad gauge
line to.the easternmost puint of the State upto Sadiya. But no amount of
expen(htur_e can be considered too heavy for defending the couniry, and,
therefore, if the danger again comes from the eastern side, as a matter of
fact after the Tashkent Declaration we hope that our relations with
Pakistan will be better, and this danger has been redoubled by the fact.
that we have not been able to bring\ peace seitlement with our N aga
brethren. If there be such a danger from  Communist China this country will
have to be defended and we will not e prepared  to hear the s me argynent
th‘r:‘-‘. 10 this part of the State there is no good communication, and, therefore,
military personnel and equipment cannot be moved essily, and, therefore
we feel and also we démand that in good time there should be proper
planning and pro;er move to connect this State with the rest of India by
broad gauge railway line so that goods may be loaded and unloaded without
any disruption at any point. ~ The present system of loading in the broad
gauge and then unloading to metregauge takes inuch time. So 1 feel that
other consideration may wait for instance, economio development, tapping

of resources, etc. These can wait but defence cannot  wait. Sothe

existing metregauge should be immediately converted into broad gauge.

If this cannot b extended to Dibrugarh and Sadiya at the moment it

should at least be extended upto Gauhati so that bulk of the military
equipments can be placed inside this State which may be moved speedily.

In this connection I also feel that the present railway tract of metre gaugs
which serve the Gauhati, Tinsukia and Dibrugarh and whigh has gone
through such areas it cannot serve the people in general. So I feel that some
alternative arrangement should be made immcdiately. This psint was
discussed on the flow of the Hosuse. I therefore strong]y feel“@at an
alternative railway line connecting Gauhati, Takhalabandba, Jorhat and
Dibrugarh should he constructed. 1f that is done through this alternat;\re
route depredation which has been facing in .the Nagaland bogc}er lcan also
be avoided. 'These areas are thickly populated areas and this dltcrcrrl%twe
route will be very helpful to the these people. But this may be 2 Oéa ﬁm}
Plan; we need the present broad gauge line to he extended tOd aél_ ati
immediately at least for the defence purpose. -With these wor iil ARy
support the motion moved by my friend Shri Sarma and 1 hope this will
be accepted by the House.

*Shri SHRIMAN PRAFULLA GOSWAMI (Nalbari-West): Mr,
Deputy Speaket, Sir, T am very glad to support the Resolution “moved by

my friend Shri Devendra Nath Sarma. Sir, this is a long felt demand of .

Assam that Assam should bz connected with broad gauge line. 1 l‘cmembe_r
that during the las; budget session and in some other sessions also this

, matter was discussed on the floor of this Assembly. Wc are also aware

*Speech not correcied,
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that our State Government have moved for extending the broad gauge
line from Jogighopa to Gauhati with a bridgz over the Brahmaputra. Sir,
without the bridge this line will not be very helpful because it will take
long time in loading and unloading goods at Joghichopa from broad gauge
wagons to steamer and  then to truck. As a resalt of this loading and

unloading from train to stcamer and (ruck, the goods become very .

expensive. The price of consumer goods has become higher and higher
because of the motor transport from Jogighnpa. It is therefore highly
necessary that a bridge should be construcied over the rviver Brahmaputra
so that the broad gauge line may be extended to Gauhati without
disruption. This will of courss require lot of moncy and lot of time ; but

without a bridge it will not be helpful  Immediately it may not be possible

for the Central Government to get money and technical hands, so it should

be done through the metregauge. It is easy to extend thisline to (Gauhati

by the metre gauge because already there is a bridge over Brahmaputra.

Only the tracts of the meire gauge should be replaced by the broad gaugc'
line. Thisis urgently required for the defence purpose and it will nt take

long time to change the line. It can be completed within some months.

Clianging of metre tract will take only some time and some money,

Therefore we urge the Central Government that immediate steps
shoulid be taken to connect Gaihati with Jegighopa with broad gauge lige.
My friends shri Sarma and Shri Goswami have clearly indicated how
difficulties are faced by the people of Assamn in exporting Jute and Tea and
other commodities which arc earning - foreign exchange. The present
system has been taking quite a2 long time in loading and unloading of
goods at fogighopa from steanir to ralways. Previously goods from
Assam were exporied ihrough river transport. Now we can no longer
depend on this river transpoit which go through the foreiin territory.
During the last war with Pakistan export of goods through the river
dransport completely suffered and as a result huge loss has been sustained.,
So for the defence purpose and also to mainiain normal lile in  these eastern
regions, namely, Assam, N. E. F. A, Manipur and Tripura, this metre gauge
should be immediately replaced by the broad gauge. If other places cannot
be covered immediately, it should be extended to Gauhati, Extension of
broad gauge to Gauhati is an absolute necessity for the defence purposes as
well as for the maintaining of normal life.

Sir, during the British time Assam was a Planters’ Raj. There were
British Planters. For carrying their tea they del)_ﬁﬂded on river transport
and they constructed only metregauge to serve their purpose. These people
did not  develop Assam. They made Assam a Planters’ Raj., So after the

independence Assam has become vitally important because Assam is full of -

natural resources and to tap these resources and to explore these resources

this communication is vitally important. So for these purposes and for the
purpose of defence and maintaining normal life the broad gauge line should -

be extended from Jogighopa to Gauhati immediately. With these words,
Sir, T support the resolution.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, while supporting the resolution moved by the esteemed Member Mr.,

Sarma I want to make a few observations in: this respect, Sir, almost 19 .

years have passed after the achievement of independence and we have passed
three plan periods, but till (o day no, improvement in respect of communica-
ion of this frontier State has been made. The old system of communication
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still continues. The other States, though some of them are strategically less
important, have seen the light of proper development in ail respects,
especially industrial development because of better communication, parti-
cularly railway communication, But here no improvement has been
made although the Qentral Cabinet Ministers always mention in their
speeches abou: the importance of this frontier State. From the strategic point
of view this State has to act as the head of the country in respect of defence,
but till to-day no serious thought has been given by the Central Government
to the development of communication, particularly railway communication
of this State. Sir, this time the Governor has mentioned that there is a

_ proposal for expansion of the hroad gauge railway line upto Gauhati, but

-

Sir, you will ba surprised to know that in the Railway Budget the Rajlway
Ministry has not mentioned anything about this. T do not understand whose
fault is this, whether it is due to the fault of the State Government in pressing
our need before the Central Government or the Central Government has
not given any importance to this aspect in spite of repeated request: from the
State Governsnent, Only in 1962 when the naked Chinese aggression took
Place the Central Government was com pelled to open their eyes and attached
1mportance to the road communication of this frontier State. Sir, as. an
hon. Member has now stated, we are always telling that Assam is the best
State but the people are very poor - This is because of the fact that though
Assam is full of natural resources there is no attempt either on the part of
the State Government or the Central Government to exploit the resources
by providing facilities to the people in Assam. Every time we hear that due
to transport bottleneck many commodities cannot reach the destination in
time for which our people suffer. The cost of living index in  Assam is also
increasing day by day ; itis the highest in comparison with other States.
Therefore, we have observed that due to lack of Proper commurnication
the people in all walks of life are facing great ecrisis. For instance, in
Cachar the only communication link with the rest of the State is the old
hilly railway line though that district is very important in so far as security
and defence aspects are concerned. Till to-day no improvement whatsoe-
ver has been made in that direction by the Central Government Therefore,
it is not enough to convert the railway line into broad gau e upto Gauhati;
it should be done uyito Meargherita in the Sout’ Bank aid in the North
Bank upto Morkongselek., Three of the hon. . Members including the
Mover of the resolution said that the Government o India felt the neces-
sity - of constructing border roads only when the Chinese augression came,
They did not give any importance o the development of communication
of this frontier State before that. There was also no 'md}js:m al dcvclop-
ment because unless there is proper railway communicatioa or transport
facilities the products which will be produced in the State cannot be sent
out and the machineries which will be required cannot be brought casily
from outside. Therefore, Sir, considering all these aspects the Government
of India should give serious thought to this matter and without further
delay they should convert the railway Iinqs to broa_d gauge lines, Not
only that. Clonversion of the railway line in the 'Pklms will not  sepye the
purpose unless the hills are also connected by rail.

Sir, the hon. Memher Shri Goswami said that we arz now trying to
develop river navigation. You know, Sir, that till the othep day Pakistan
had a hostile attitude towards our country and vou alss know how we
suffered during the period of emergency. lihe commuaication was eyt
off.  Of course, after the Tashkent Jeclarf’mon river navigation may func-
tion properly but we cannot be definite about it because Tt s simply an
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ent and at any time, at the inst‘gatign of any hastile country they
ag;;e‘r:r;em trouble. Therefore, the safest mode of communication is
m

the railway communication. When tPe ‘Government of India feel that

his country should be defended and the State should play a vital role,
(e » measures for improvement of communication should be
_ne;essal’ﬁone hon. Member has rightly pointed out that during the Chinese
taken;wzon apprehension came to the minds: of the people because some
aggresss ilita{?v installations were shifted from this State to other places
of tl-le, o no proper communication tu iuect the emergent situation if the
chdaiare ;Zme That is why, Sir, it is evidently clear that though the Govern-
C{tliie-ﬁf qui;“, is giving cmpbhasis on this project’ in considcration of de-
gngz and industrial - de 'cl?,mwrnt', I feel and the people fecl, Sir, that
tkis isonly a lip sympathy, Thercfore, i would earnestly request the
Government of Assam just to impress upon the Govern_ment ofIndia to take
up this project immediately so that the country, par icnlarly the industrially
and economically backward State o{ i Assam. can sec real light of develop-
ment along with other sister Stetes of India. Sir, I ha'v:(: aIrea_dy referred that
these States of our couniry which are developed m_dustr.:ally and ecozo-
mically huve been enjoyi g m uch better and more fﬂ?c:ent ]l_':("_g of transport
and communication. It is becawse that hey are havirg sufficient road apd
riilway communications. Sir, as we have been neglected fo}‘ a pretty long
time in respect of development of railway and other communication we are
far Jagging behind in comparison to othej_ sistex Stat(is of India, Thereiu:e,
Sir, it should be the earnest e;_\.'delavoux‘ of th_c St_atc g:uvcrnnlent to ma.ke an
all out cffort to convince the Government of India anoat the conversion of
all the metre gange railw.y lines into broad-gauce lines as early us possible
aad it should not only be extended unto Gauhatt but it should be extended
upto both ends of the vtate; i e it should be extended up o Margherita
in South and Alorkongselek in North, As T have already told Norih Bank
should not be neglecied in respget ol railway lines because every time the
Chinese on the North are knocking at our door and from the point of view
of defence stratezy ithis North Bank line  should also be converted into
broad-gauge line.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER :-  Mr. Barua; what is about the Karimgang

line in Cachar ? What is your opinion ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Yes Sir, T have already men-
tioned about the Karimganj railway line. That also should be converted
into broad-gauge. Since the installation of th: Karimganj railway line
there has not been any improvement whatsocver done toit, The Britis-
hers constructed this line for their o'._vnself-. mterest.  Though the railway
ling had been inscalied  carlier in Karimganj, it was not lor the conveni, nce
of the people living in this part but the ])u'smc:.?_ purposes, That was their
policy just to fulfill theinterest ; they had installed such kind of railway lipe
but since then no- attempt has been made by the Government of India th
improve the raiiway communication line there. We have heard from the
Cachar Members about this; they have compl ined a lot about it and they
have been justific.l particularly from the supply point of view and securit
point of view and it is essential to have much better railwzy communicg.
tion, That ig ’i‘.’h}-‘, vir, I have told that 21l the CXiSl’iﬂg l'ﬁﬂlway A
the whole of Assam should be converted into bioad-gauge and also the
hill areas should be better linked up with the plains districts by censtrigs
tng railways, if not possihle by broad gauge, atleast by metre-gauge jm-
mediately and that will facilitate our endeavour for econoumic aud industrial
development as well as for our defence purposes.

L+
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I may also point out in this conaectiua that in many places of hills, many
separatist and other tendencies are making their appearance because of negl-
ecting the development of railway and oiher communications and also other
development works, and I think, Sir, you wi'l be convinced if Isay that
it is only hecause that there is no business link or cultural link or other
links through commurication and itis because of this lacking that these
things are going on, ‘That is why there are many separatist tendencies,

Apart from this, Sic, I remember [ have raised certain other points
in course of the debate on Governor’s Address the other dayand I was
expecling replies thereto vesterday [rom the hon, Chief Minister, but un-
fortunately 1 did not get any reply from him as regzrds the attitude of the
Government in respect of merger of NEFA with the rest of Assam. I have not
received any reply un this is-ue yesterday. For the same reason, Sir, we
have been advising for th: merger~of NEFA with Assam immediately
and at first action in this direction shonld be conneciing NEFA with rest of
our State by providing better communication system

Mv, DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Barua, you are to confine yourself
to the point of the Resolution only. ~ Merger of NEFA is a szparate thing.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I am speaking about the
Resolution. From the point of view of industrial a.d other development
of this area it is very essential that thic should be linked up in a bLetter way
with the people of Assam and therefore, Sir, 1t is very essential to
have all the metre-gauge lines converted into broad gauge lines for
facilitating smooth functioning of the administration and for the
purpose of defence strategy as well as for industrial development.
That is why, Sir, I support the Resolution and impress upon the
House that this Resolution be passed by the House that all the metre-gauge
lines should be converted int» broid-gauge lines, and I hops that the
Covernment will take a serious view of this. I would again: urge upon
the Government of Assam to impress upon the Government of India to give
a serious thought to this matier and try to implemetit the same as early ag
possible in consideration of the defence strategy of the North Eastern part
of the country and :lso in consideration of accelerating deve'opment—-in-
dustrial as well as economical—of the backward Statc of Assam, Thank
you, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Khesaka, perhaps you know we have only one
Hindi Reporter, bul unfortunately he'h.'ts fallen i1l and is abient to-day.
Therefore, I world request you to give a gist of your speech in Hindi
afterwards 1o the Secretary.

*Shri RADHA KISHAM KHEMK 5 (Tinsukia) : amig
STrEAer waEd | mey @eed AREISH  geq 3 @wd 90 TEE w@r
Y 99 wearT AT A gwdd TN %\ 3q owegm § Tl ™0 § R
TR oA 1% 7 Sy 2ad AET 3 Igooqew S A TS qEA &
qu‘-i afrafaa wo immediately‘ ‘ﬂ'?r;ﬂ- b o i o

* Speech not corrected.
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AEAE STEAS waEa | w39 NEE & I hEd §IEI Al
gfsz ATHAT T gC @1 AW FT W E q@_AM A Agk afew W
gy a8 YA A BW TW WaA § FeAl WiEd 4T | AT fF g A
g3z UF FAT AR & AR TF QN1 AT A & FOT HIX IH GIT &
7E I AT HF AR wifFeaw wifs wew ¥I[WE | w9 EWIM WOE AW
F A T 9T F FLAT T S7EEAT FIAT Ag7 & HEEF g0 A
gagar g 7 oF FfT*’fFlj SR FNT W A gWIT Gl mr sEeqT FHAl
gaq dEl AT ) @ AR W S A g g 9w Argad
Seq § Wex AS TS AFA 6 qfaian w01 A0ied @ar fegmm, & F@roaan
W TIaEIas immediately @ m  =Ez 0 3Ed  wAEe
qr § §XER ¥ AqUT FLG@r g F Ag AT AT @igw Fuw M@ET aw
Zr agt  afes fegme =T @ieaw % immediately @ Y
ATTT  FT Affga | AMT 4§ wiEH R % agr femr s oY
2EFr g & gfeedio ¥ Aem 4 w0 AR AMgR sfs A e
Fd w=E Ggfead g M ¢ AR @E ) sER deraat geed
2 o O 1 1 s O L O 1 2 o 1)
AT & a8 gL IA AT FT AST WIT A PAR T AN TF A A€y
4l F O W | IAF G4 & AT ZW ZT A9 X AR &% b+
g7 9882 F AT WHAW F THA A ASI @IzA & T R A FEaer
FIEAMZATHT AT HAT 95T a7 | 396 & a0 2% 999 fga¥. agr
fd4 T Aifels afgeraEimt TR AT IF E 1 fRg omw gF @R
g3 § A TF I FET A AR AT G g | AR WET & F ema

 geEE 39O e wnh omT feAns-mienm aw immedaitely - 1=

AT ART AT B ACET BT

gty Saers waRg | 3EE osmm &1 A AT uFy aamn g
qeee A7 Ifer mrwleq FAT ARM B L T 4 g gear Fr gfte ¥
S T WA fag mw W g% € YU AW AFEHT SEINGIAT o SAT
aifgd | FAT AR

5 frd AEE R OGEET SN WYL AR gREr
sgAeAT  AdIT EWT |

gqra ar famafenr & @ av sy <9 @A @
X FEET qraars #iR AEd % § @ d1 ST FTOgTA A AT 7
agq ARRETEY weY | gH q@ WIFRNEE @I § a4y 9 And
TATGT #I 7K FL (qagwaas Fgr_? a1 qa framwm g 5 ogd afs
fadiety | getace (e @ad ¥ SR % S T § S99 A6 EER
feqms ax agar aar wted, A1 O faar 9 fegns oF F1$ Ty
G -

fr goEre 3T Awl a% faEre w T ez T wes
TEIEADY FAfay FOF BT odATAT HAT |

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara): wt=fty
BAT TR, Guiw = shcwcam AR AT oedHIE wife 9% awas fch
orgli Tife 44T 3% ste g FACICA IGT TR | ANE R I
offgagd TR Yo oz wets | PHS @A I TG @h-—tm s
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W THS (P BAFIA ANE WA @& 4RIz asiiehdmel $4-
afq ofv I HfFed™ 9 cidfiaiiits Broad gauge line
frats fog i ¢z | ©F Plvs @inicidE 4@ 3w wazibea
TR (o8 IFEEA =9 |

zafs vy Extend] the existing Broad gauge line to
Gauhati immediately” fst= c@ificaivicas Broad gauge line
wifz ©lq 4’1 waiziblics @ii€ca (s paelE (gid e aice | ® @B
fer@s TN | PTG TR s wmw «@F alternative  @EAd
AfF B9 | 98 =FT7 e waw Fracm fAifred@ «@ b metre
gauge line <ty ¢12h  IifTws s @iz T, IR, CEIAEE
G CTEN T ATHAT G %R w5 |

@ralFicn @fem s orafe 5§ «ifF ey eaizbica StE—cefed
Wi e FeAw BT 4ws dm Memorandum fifeE |
Sitel  BrAd Wity (1 @il AwTge Tgw W€ 94T IATEs T
13 =l | 977 53FRT STwT Adls ceEg SIFRT (12 A FAIRNG |
TR wHierd) Acs 9z =ET citasica sifp Srs ; O FIHCd SE bATica
621 FEI el | @¥ =RT Afi  wuizbien TRERT w8
W3tziBrs Igq A ga,7 (@ crzch AW wifba | NS e
7 98 wifurs, way @9es Afmzaq 4%5 afb (2C@ | TOET T0E @12
@A WA q@S FOR | (SURT WA dE SizecE @k IV A
A1 SAR ARTwE T Aare afw ol AW 92 AR el
AT | BT 3% ANS CziEl me €% ARl AeiedEe gdEts
g O @diaelita fig—skfice i @iz aiRiEce e
FAG BORCAT | WFA O Tw@ whE 7ceis  bEde  Broad gauge
line @ :cafst wfa3 At |

! Fgaia & Broad gauge =#isT iecaidicatE Wi G2 AT
wAEBTATE Tita TR AT A sty i |

w4 @49 Frontier Province Imia ©F% Ui IR 29
@ 1| few @ iy fah =i g gfes TR CTECB (26-
T (A mRAE SRt SR cfen | oaiibd A fSHRE-
Tars fach =i%q =ity orEch afgcy e oimedi Headquarters t=
= TFE@ | TS, aiEz’, fmndw ot Headquarters 9T =R
dq FfRw A G2 fre e 2reT Sub-@““%lfﬂ head-
quarters ¢acEF @@  ATW - FEa 4= ofoT | ‘WW \-*_EF"T"@ “=
watztBiea Rch @igT @iy Sitel 2ty wree w0 AICF | TS Atz
Big o4 buaw Service TR s w2 1 RCF R I§ g b1
Broad gauge line alfitatdis #a waizill  @F SR &R g,
clfEtals, caels, frotss fefpsm 98 =4 57 " Ity =9
At | @Ncaidte s AiRacEr 3fw eatEibiees Wi cstReE it
izt [mfor 4fe O 97w w7 AR SR oRfEs e
izt e FEw o z3 oo o dize 1 chal mine wiRe
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Thermal Project =<ad ¥ <® oA FHeig T2 FF4 =T |
czm +ziws  sadica  Thermal Project @ w4 ¢acg 373s  wiolmed
srEiEgla FRcd 12 Project  FaiwEl 23 A<l AT | oo AfREF
4fiis WiF 9 AATA  SAAT FA9cA 20A @FF AT Aiy A |
Az FIEL, Broad gauge =T TH AT fiTA AizlFA Fieafe =
27 @% 2[cF87 FhEcde W 2T | CIF FMECA Sl WY TG
T Fiasw . F(A 4T ASEGI TG G0 |

*Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokalkhat) : I
o | e i e b O 1 e e A (A gl O e R P ) 2 £ A E I | AR R
R ST slg w9 cditel @i G AT TSI awy 2 s
X SN @wY GATEm WA (SiaEca oRfdatE AAfy @@ smma 9§ai
railway system G GEE GATatal =a | eifers ggAT cAie-
widitacs o Broad gauge line ity ¢iZch warzibitacs st
1 (2 O | = e | ) IO 31 e 1 O O T U 140 B | <
ARl el 8, cliFmlb, ez, MReRT wcef fespsiees @i ais |
IS MBI & ART AT GIRC6I TR A feAi AiEe S
TRatgTs ot 712 | e AEhis wife . wfFu@ wlie; o2 ik
(B it B 3 I 1 M Y e el R | o K [ 1 B
23 Afest | % CIerhl FAIS AT gl e | wraw AT ueEs
«fSate @l (@@= #@iZE AT9E AR gEfimse s @ AEed 359
zq gi® o= acs  Broad gauge =iEem caitefr T W A
W=l @ dicd | G TIFE B mtmce Wi Strategy 9
Fiwq  Aifes i wad  industry iR @ifiim Broad gauge #izd wfe
srcateaE | Femicd b 1 Rell i witw wif @m @izee ggfE
Tgq TEez | SMed AT AT e ofedw (RET GFV
fi tzeg | ofers A2t Broad gague wwf  aiw Al wnfR
Brge Tuw czeo | AfSF Rh = watmibize w@ifze o AETEH
Thig  cltstals, @EzlE, FEAERE e 23 e @i G A
U e ot grieal HAfEHiET 7

Shri SAYED AHMED ALI (Gauripur) : Mr., Deputy Speaker,
Sir, T fully suppost the resolution moved by the hon. Member Shri
Devendra Nath Sarma. The resolution as it stands is very clear that
the existing broad gauge Railway line should beextended from Jogighopa
to Gauhati si¢ Goalpara, but onc of the hon. Members of Nalbari
has interpreted the resolution in a different way. He has described it in such
a way that if the existing broad gauge line be extended from Jogighopa
to Gauhati vig Goalpara then another bridge will be necessary over the
Brahmapuira and that it is not feassible at pre-ent time, but, Sir, he said
that the broad gauge line should be extended via Nalbari and Rangia to
Gauhati. Sir, ii my friend supports the resoluion moved by our friend,
Shri Devendra Nath Sarma and if he want to justify his support by the
contention made by him then his contention is contradictory and if he
stands by his explana.ion then he does not seem to support the resolution.
The resolution itself is very clear. ¢ lhere are two parts in this resolution,
The first part is, “This Assembly recommends to the Government of India
to convert the Railway system of Assam into Broad Gauge” which na-
turally means that the existing metre gauge lines : t present upto Gauhati

#Speech not corrected,
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from Bongaigaon need be made broad-gauge. The question of extending
broad gauge from Bongaigaon via Nalbari Gauhati does not arise at all,
accordiong to the first part of the resolution and the second part of the
resolution it is very very clear, which states, “and the cxisting broad gauge
Railway line be extended upto Gauhati immediately”. When the ques-
tion of extentsion comes in support of this resolution then automatically we
support the extension of the broad gauge line zia Goalpara to Gauhati,
If we do not support in this way then there will be contradiction to the
resolution and which will mean that the hon, Member does not support the
resolution moved by Shri D. Sarma, if we have to accept the contention of
the former, There is a proverb that:— “All roads lead to Rome®. If we extend
the broad gauge line from Bongaigaon to Gauhnti vig Nalbari, Rangia, etc.,
by the new Trunk Road then again we will have to cross over the Brahma-
putra Bridge at Amingaon-Pandu.  Now, the first and foremost considration
of the Government would be from the Defence point of view and from
the Defence point of view it is most essential to have another bridge over the
Brahmaputm river. If another aggression comes to Assam and unfortunately
the present Brahmaputra bridge is damaged, in that case, the whole of Assam
Will be seriously affected and for that reasson it is most essential to have
another bridge over the Brahmaputra at Jogighopa. Moreover, Sir, my
friend said that if a bridge is constructed over Brahmaputra @t Jogighopa
1t will be very costly, but, Sir, if extension of the broad gauge i_mﬁ' from
Bongaigaon to Gauhati v/ Nalbari is made then for the conversion of the
present meter gauge and reconstruction of bridges over Aie, Manas, Bekie
Bhulkadaba, etc., for broad gauge line, it would cost four times the cost of ong
bridge over the Brahmaputra river. So, I doubt very muc'h whether
Government of India or the Railways will accept this suggestion. As I
have already said there are two parts of this resolution which are quite
clear. The question of conversion in 1st Part of the resolution—means
that the existing meter gauge line from Bongaigaon to Gauhatl 242 1_\Tal’-,
bari should be converted into broad gauge. And the word ‘‘extension
in the second part f the resolution means that the existing b{ORd gauge
line upto Jogighopa should be extended on the south bank of Brahmaputr_a
upto Gauhati, Sir,why the broad gauge line has been constructed upto Jogi-
ghopa ? Were the Engineers so inexperienced that they co1'1struc:’t8d' t}l’lus'broad
gauge line upto Jogighopa without any future plan or idea : I ey have
done it with a definitc purpose. This was constructed with afuture plan
and idea upto Jogighopa and naturally it means to connect 1t with Gauhati
with a bridge over Brahmaputra at Jogighopa.

With thesc few words, I suppoit the motion moved by my friend,
Shri Devendra Nath Saima.

*Shri MANIK CHANDRA DAS (Tengakhat): aimim
ST | ealwn, s A ICRCAT A < miachl A ??“1:"[ o I
Al Yo qo7 A [(w (FENT 5T ST o[ fs Al ¢ =Y | Sigey

TGl wte oferawn wifrn ofacs cFaln paslad 2 SFNY TN w4

CFWA WS @A i e s s dfFE S TR wfyw

TR 5y Bifs wfaa g ¢+ Sfeatas Spux 579 BT G =t o
i@ Fiaea cofom wrma 2(fs (Fala paFRa LR T a I e Atc=frg
@ WA A ek A@Ea q9FesET A9TE TR FOTE | e

FiF ;‘;Spccch ‘not corrected
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4w Mg qgy | dfers SRl FUS 6F alwithicatw f3 satst @
C2TE (12 ATt WA F@AT AfRazd TEE e 2 @it | o sfelw
Tt Siediaia 2% faehl Aeaisicalsn zie oiF it =) (sE g pesiiae
Fa9e TR 1 A2 wfiEta Agm, T &6 g3 9w 3w o@Eta @
3% AfaFeddats IR At @7 =@igad Afswam @la giw atz 1 3w owa g
(ST 39 74T FA 2T | AT ATy 2ol R FiRed sfsard w5
Bore w4 Sfbe wifes | woe fagca <ifE J49&iha w3y FfElea @
“Assam is rich but the people are poor.” 3

47 AREFE qAfer AR TT  TEECA T whEa cd@ o
FfT @B mIEE Ffa9 a@ied | AT wife @2 gwigs sfams wivlia
AFCN fAew FEIE bAFEA Wiz AT TR At | owem oawim fpdfa
4if$9 EiE | 297 FECd (FH T BIFA GIF TET 9 &g | g6qlT
J[BAjTFars AT 5IFICT (FH BAFET efIS @bl w3 AR
ggatt  Broad Gauge line w@aizthicss wifi= &fest @i iz a=fsw
WFiEifire wivw  aiEife fGpedeta 23 & | @l B wiwwds wnae
A SHTRENE Aeateld (F@E bIRiRd wfEiwe sz 1 afem Smewm
gifs eeEE s oiEfeE @iz e g e Tg@iE afens smigts caigen
Ffafgs, csfem wza 77 20l GA 4 2z | afem Ta7zix a o
R I 12 O o s e O ) B B o BC 7 KA o B 3
9T | ISAR fABR st ARTR e Abes esta @iEls aiGE,
B0 OOIY o < B 11 L AT -2 O N 111 U ) B O o ol e a T o o
1ufz frg @it | Wi @B 79 Broad Gauge line waizifiz =
TE  fEEE-AgAE elEhc-aeeE 2 frdvta g s
attst |

BaftE ¢ T2 A ©f TR geEeE maa s |

Shri PROBIN KUMAR CHOUDHURI (Boko): Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, T rise to support the resolution moved by hon. Shri Sarma. I fully
endorse the views brought forward by hon. Shri Sayed Ahmed Ali. Due to
the bottleneck of transport in Assam the cost gf living in  Assam is very
great. During the pre-partition days we 'u:sed the river route for exporting and
importing goods. Now, after the partition the river route is very un-
certain and we are to carry our goods through railway as well as road
transport. Road transport is very costly and so wehave to pay heavy
price for food stuffs that are brought to Assam. Now: there should be an
alternative route, .., an alternative railway line. So, the railway line exis-
ting now upto Jogighopa should he extended upto Gauhati and then to
Dibrugarh. This is very important also fo{‘ the Defence'purposc of our
country. During the last conflict with Pakistan when Pakistan came upto
destroy the Br ahmaputra bridge, that day we thought that we would be
Practically cut Bi s besause there is no o:th()r a‘lternauve br}dge over the
Brah]na.putra, So, if thereis an alternative bridge over the Brahmaputra,
16 will be very helpful for Defence of the country. But, Sir, I am afraid,
I cannot agree with hon. Member, Shri Shriman Prafulla Goswami that it
would be very costly to construct another bridge of the Brahmaputra.
Duting the pre-British and per-partition days we used to cross the wagons
through steamer. This was possible in Pandu and the same can be done
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also by transhipment arrangement for crossing the wagons in Jogighopa
through steamer. Sir, thisline from Jogighopa to Gauhati is very essen-
tial immediately. Through the North Bank the distane is 125 miles where-
as in the South bank the distance from Jogighopa to Gauhati via Goalpara
1s only 90 or 95 miles. So the distance of the route in the south will be
lesser than that inthe North. Shri Nath rightly said that in the
North Bank there is likelihood of breaches in the Bridges. In
the south bank no big bridges will be necessary and the cost of cons-
truction of such small bridges will be much lesser if the line is brought
through the south bank. So I wolehearted support the resolution and I
support the contentions-of Shri Sayed Ahmed Ali.

’

Shri BAZLULBASIT (South Salmara) :
hon. Member Shri Devendr
resolution and I support th
the resolution, Sir,

Mr. Deputy Saker, Sir,
a Nath Sarma has moved a very important
e resolution wholeheartedly. Whe I support
I like to speak a few words in this connection

Sir, Assam s in a peculiar geographical position. It is surrounded by
foreing countries almost on every side of it. So there has been a long-
felt demand of the people of Assam to have better communicatlon for
the defence of the Country and for other purpose also. Sir, almost all of
our essential commodities are brought from outside through the rivzc
route. Many of them are brought from Calcutta »iz Pakistan by steam->rs.
It isvery unfortunate that during the last conflict with Pakistan thy sui-
denly disrupted this route andas a result Assam had to face a very
difficult situation and the price of essential commodities rose considerably.
Sir, the other routes which connect Assam with other parts of the country
are also not sufficient, Therefore, 10 convert all the railway lines of Assam
into broad gauge andto extend the present broad gauge line from Jogi-
ghopa upto Gauhati are very important. Therefore, I support the resolu-
sion wholeheartedly. Sir, in this connection I felt difficulty to understand
my friend Shri Shriman Prafulla Goswami’s observation when he said that it
would be difficult on the part of the Government to construct a bridge over
the Brahmaputra near Jogighopa. The resolution itself is very clear. It
reads thai the existing broad gauge line should be extended upto Gauhati,
The line already exsitedup to Jogighopa and this is only to be exteded.
So there is no necessity of saying about thq impossibility of construction
of the bridge as there will be no meaning of it when the question of exten-
sion of the line arises. The question is to extend the existing line upto
Gauhati and it must be extended. The reading of t.he resolution explains
very clearly that the lineis to be extended from Jogighopa to Gauhati and
it is better to do so zi2 Goalpara. ' {

Now, Sir, Ascam is full of natural resources like jute, tea, forest resources
mineral wealth, etc. Therefors, it is very necessary to convert all the
railway lines of Assam into broad gauge and it is also necessary to extend
the existing broad gauge from Jogighopa to Gauhati immediately, and, if
possible, from Gauhati to Sadiya. In doirg so wecanget  Assam'in better
position as regards comminication and we can do some good to Goalpara
and Garo hill districts which are very backward in economy, education and in
other respect. With these few words I conclude my soeech, Thank you, Sir,
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Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS (Sarbhog) : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, while rising to speak in support of the Resqluti‘c:n I may be permit.
ted to point oul that there is an atmosphere like “Ti=rafiz 71 gpe |
Sir, our resolution is very simple. Itis only for the conversion of the
existing railway system to broad gauge system and, - if possible,
to extend this system as early as possible to Gauhati, This is the whole
resolution. But meanwhile the consideration of one’s own constitucncy
has played upon one’s mind. After all we are not d1§cussing the entire rail-
way budget here, In doing this, rather are we pointing out the merits
and demerit of a particular alignment ? The hon. Member from Gauri-
pur has spoken something about some bridges like Bholyka bridge, Beki
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bridgé and som: other bridges. He is forgetful of the fact that for the
construction of the National High Way, the Government of India have
spent crores of rupees for strengthening the bridges and these bridges are
perfectly fit to bear any load. That is why piers have been driven 75 feet
below the ground. So there is no question of weakness in the existing
bridges on the railway line from Bongaigaon to Gauhati; but even then,
if sense of economy and science advise tae railway administration té cons-
truct or extend to broad gauge some other way we should accept it cheer-
fully. Weshould not grudge it. Nobody in this Housz will grudge any
extension of line via Jogihopa, Goalpara to Gauhati, So we should give
a united support leaving the particular alignments to Engineers and for
that matter to the Railway administration.

Sir, I also cannot check the temptation of refecring back to what hon.
Member from Gauripur said about the brain of the Enzineers who made
the alignment of the Broad Gauge lin: to Jogighopa. He has mentioned
that becanse the alignment has been made to Jogighopa, so the idea was
to take it eastward iz Goalpara only. It may be so but it may be his
private knowledge or informatioa. Itis very clear from long before the
Pakistan aggression that there was a serious thought to link Assam with
the rest of India. So there was also a talk of constructing Ganga Brahma-
putra Canal also. But the benefit of river transport is not to be abandoned
or ignored. This isa good facility which is very economic to the
people. May be the Engineers who made this alicament might have the
idea to extend - this line to Jogighopa and then direct th= traffic by boat
by the Brah naputra. So the brain of the Enginesr who made the align-
ment was right, otherwise too.

Sir, the hon, Member from Badarpur is very touchy in saying that
nobody has mentioned about Cachar. Butitis notso. So far as I remem-
ber a preceding speaker - did mention abouat Cachar, It is natural to
speak about his own constituency. The resolution as it is does not exclude
Cachar from consideration. With these words, Sir, I support the Resolu-
tion and I hope we will have a united support.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport) : Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am very grateful tothe hon, Member for bringing
this Rrsolution before the House and I fully agree. with the Resolution and
also I accept it on behalf of the Government, Sir, this Government has
moved the Government of India to extend the broad gauge railway line
from Bongaigon or Jogighopa to Gauhati immediately.  As far back as
January, 1961 the Minister, Transport had submitted a memorandum in
this connection with other matters to late Shri Dasappa,. the then Union
Minister. for Railways. In January, 1965 agam: an Avde Memoire was
prepared for submission to Shri S. K. Patil, Union Minister for Railways.
The matter contained in the Adide Memoire werc personally discussed by
the Minister, Transport with Shri Patil on 3rd January, 1965 at
Gauhati. The question of extension of broad gauge line to Gauhati
was also put up before the Eastern Zonal Council meeting hell
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at Calcutta on 28th and 29th January, 1965 by this Govern-
ment. The Minister Transport had ~also personally pressed the ‘matter
with Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, Minister of State, Ministry of Railways, during
his last visit to Assam in the middle of last year. The -Chief Minister and
the Minister-in-charge of Planaing, Assam have also personally pres:ed for
the extension of the broad gauge line to Gauhati at the appropriate levels.
The matter was referred to the Member, Traunsport, of the Planning Com-
mission during his visit to Assam in November, 1964. The Government of
Assam is also in touch with the Ministry of Defence in this respect. Apart
from that necessary contacts have been made by the Secretary, Transport
with the Chairman, Railway Board and other officers during the last one year.
So, Sir, from all this it will be seen that the Government of Assam is trying
its level best to convince the Government of India and authorities to extend
the broad gaugeline upto Gauhati immediately and to extend it to the
Eastern region for the interest of all concerned,

Py DY

Sir, some members also referred to other Railway lines in the State.
In my memorandum which I submitted to Shri H. C. Daszppa in January
1964, I mentioned about all these lines. I mentioned about the line from
Pancharatna Ghat (on the other bank of the Brahmaputra. opposite Jogi-
ghopa) to Gauhati zia Goalpara. Then I mentioned about the new Rail-
cum-road bridge at Jogighopa and to connect ‘‘Pancharatna to Gauhati?’
Line with the Railway Line suggested for Garo Hills near Dudnoi. To
connect Mariani with Dibrugarh was also referred to. The Improvement
of supply line towards Surma Valley and Mizo hills areas of A sam and
Tripura and Manipur is also referred in my memorandum. So, Sir, all
lines referred in the speeches of the Hon’ble members have been nientioned
in my memorandum. Therefore, Sir, if the resolution is adopted by the
House, it will be submitted to the Government of India with a
request to take actions as suggested in the resolution.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): On a point of clari-
fication, Sir. The hon. Minister has said that he has personally submitted
a memorandum and the Chief Minister has also pressed for it, and the
Government of India has assured to consider the matter. May I know
from the hon. Minister whether Government has received any information
from the Government of India and if so v‘{hen ? We know that these
things have not been mentioned in the Railway Budget of the Union
Railway Ministry.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: We have not received a
yet. It may not be taken up by the Railway Ministry, it may b
by the Defence Ministry due to Chinese threat. It depends en
Government of India, the Railway Ministty and the Defence
cannot say anything more as this is a Central Subject.

Ny reply ag
€ considered
tirely on the
Ministry, I

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I put the question. The quesiion
the resolution moved by Shri Devendra Nath Sarma be adoptgd_ o S,

(The question was adopted)
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:

Now, Resolution No. 2 — Shri Mohananda Bora — absent.
Resolution No, 3 — Sihri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah —
absent. ‘
Resolution No. 4 — Shri Tarapada  Bhattacharjee —
. absent.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, I have becn
authorised by Shri Barbaruah to move his resolution.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I mentioned about that resolution but
you did not say anything at that time and now we have come to
resolution No. 5.

Shri MAHADEB DAS (Bhabanipur Reversed for Sche-
duled Castes): =77 BoAta= qozivd, I8 AAWaq T TCPHTFD Utsls
af 73 wife afas 4fgem | T2 Gt F@) WA ATGAFE 2B
MRATE cFArda AL T4 | o

7refaesl czro—I beg to move that this Assembly recommen-
deds to the Government of Assam to take up the Manais River
Valley Project as early as possible.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Akshoy Kumar Das will speak now. ’

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS (Sorbheg): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
I rise to support toe resolution. In deing this, I have very little to add
to what the n.over of the resolution has stated. Only [ cannot check the
temptation of saying that I had a chance to see something about this in a
small book published by the Power and Works Organisation of the Central
Government years back .which says that the study of this Manas Project
did make a good headway. But as the mover of this resolution has said,
just now, there hag beer some willingness on tue part of the Bhutan Govern-
ment to allow the bund to be construcsed for this Project within their
territory which cannot be raised anywhere else.  Sir, a to the feasibility of
the programme we may be cautioned regarding the availability of funds.
But I would like to suggest, Sir, that when the Kopili Valley Project was taken
up, there was also the question of money, the question of fund, and probably
a much bigger fund, but still it was taken up. Now, the tirve has changed.
Probably we have been carried to a more stringent condition, but still
caution regarding fund should not be a stumbling block altogether for any
thinking on this line. If we were correcily given to understand, the Kopili
Valley Project is not going to be implemented in the near future. So, Sir,
if the Government takes a bold step and assert the desirability before the
Central Government, then the Gentral Government may agree to consider
this Manas River Project being taken up. Sir, regarding utility of the
scheme I need not speak. The Government is probably {ully aware of it,
Besides supply of power, I am more keen on the flocd-control aspect of the
plan, because if this portion is taken up, a good portion of the Goalpara
district and at least half of Barpeta subdivision will be benefited. Three
years back, Sir, this river gave a slight turn towards the East and that created
a havoc for as many as 8 mouzas of the subdivision. This is a very strong
river and its destruction potential is very great, It would be evident from
the fact, Sir, that the present railway bridge over this Beki river constructed
by the Railways sulfered [rom damages by the current 8 times, This is the
ninth railway bridge. ‘1his time they have made it extra strong  and
probably this is not bzing disturbed by the river any more. But that hag
not made the areas both below and at the upper level of the bridge Jess
vulnerable. Only three years back, three wouzas within the Barpeta
subdivision above the railway bridge have been very badly affected. The
Supply Minister and the Irrigation Minister are probably fully aware of
this fact. Large areas of cultivable land are being flooded annually
damaging the standing crops, and as the mover of the reolution has said
the pressure of population in Barpeta subc‘h\'n?lon 18 very high, only s&:oncf
in Assam and second to Karimganj on subdivisional basis, This inroad 5h
agricultural land is a very great menace.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order, it is already 192-30,

Adjournment

Tille I‘IOIJSG was adj(n]rncd till 2 pPe M. for IIII’ICho

<
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(After Lunch)

_ Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Manas
River Valley Project comprises at least three powerful streams viz., Bhaluka-
daba, Manas proper and Beki, and besides this for the last three years the
same valley is feeding the Aie river at its lower course and this has resulted in
creating havoc in a good portion of Goalpara Subdivision as I pointed out
at the start.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Does the
Burisuti river fall in the Manas River Valley ?

_Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: The Bhalukadoba river gets the supply
entirely from the Manas Valley and, Sir, it will not be worng to say that
Aie river also is being fed by the Manas Valley partially. Next, Sir, we are
not so much concerned with power supply as we are with flood control and
secondly irrigation facilities. our main concern is to prevent further eating
away of the agricultural lands and displacing very very old habitations and
villages. And for that reason we carnestly appeal to the Government that
they do take this proposal up with the Government of India for speedy
consideration.

With these words, Sir, I conclude.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Anyhon. Member taking part? All

9

right, Mr. Sarat Goswami !

#Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I support the resolution moved by my Friend Shri Mahadeb
Das regarding taking up of the Manas River Valley Project., Now, Sir, this
project has been agitating. and we also took up the matter on several
occasions on the floor of this House and also there have been corres; ond-
ences with the Bhutan Government regarding taking up of this
project. But up till now, sofar as we can gather, though the Bhutan
Government agreed to allow the Government of Assam or the Govern-
ment of India, asthe case may be, to take up investigation of the pro-
ject, the investigation has not yet been taken up cue to paucity of funds
or something like that. But, Sir, I feel that no further ume shm_1!d ke
wasted to take up the project and ipvestigation should be started imme-
diately. Now, this Manas River Valley Project is one of the most
important schemes so far as protection of flood in the areas of districts
of Kamrup and Goalpara is concerned. It has been said that this vallcy_ has
been feeding the rivers, at least threcvery big rivers, namely, Manas river,
Beki river and Aie river. There is another river naqu and as a maiter of
fact all the big rivers which are flowing in that rcgion from the Bhutan
border in the districts of Goalpara and Kamrup either are _directly fed
or the streams from that source are feeding the cifferent Iivers. Now,
Sir, we are all aware that the Aic river specially has been creating havoc
to the bridges on the railway tracks and also to the national highway
ofl -several occasions and the traffic had to be suspended because of
the breach of the bridges on Aic siver. Similarly, the Beki river is
one of the most turbulent rivers and the region has been eroded on
both sides of the bank and the villages have been ecafen up already by
this river. ~ Similarly is also the case with Manas river. Therefore, if tae
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flood control measure is to be effective, merely constructing some embank-
ments will not solve the problem. We have already constructed several
thousands miles of embankments on the tributaries andalso on the rivers
inour State. But, Sir, these embankments have only proved to he very
temporary measure, and though protection of flood to some extent has
been checked, there are other associated evils along with it alzo because these
embankments are more or less embankments with earth work. Whenever
there is heavy pressure of flood water at certain vulnerabl: point, the
embankments_give way thereby the havoc iscreated by the onrush of
flood waters to those areas. Therefore, Ifeel that along with the cons-
truction of embankments, we must go for permanent flood control measure
which can be effective only if we can train the rivers at their source.
Thercfore, the Kiver Valley Control Project will be the permanent
measure to control further ercsion, and this project, the Manas River
Valley Project is one of the important projects of the area. I, there-
fore, feel that we should not waste further time. When taking up
investigation and also when this project can be effectively constructed,
the possibility of controlling flood and erosion in tha_t area are to be
examined. Ashasalready been stated by Shri Das, this River Valley Project
need not be only a power project, it must bea multi-purpose project,
As a matter of fact, this project will have to be utilised mainly for agri-
cultural purposes so that agricultural fields are not inundated or on the
contrary affected by draught if the project can be successfully taken up
and if dames and such other schemes which are associated with it can be
effectively constructed. Then the flood will be protected and can be
controlled, and also at the time of neced, water which is very essential
for our agriculture can be given out. Therefore, Sir, I feel that we
should give pressurc on the Government of India to allocate more funds
on irrigation schemes. If funds can be made available, we can carry on
the project successfully. With these words, I support the motion and also
commend that the resolution be accepted by the House.
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Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for Scheduled
Castes): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I strongly support the resolution moved
by my friend Shri Mahadeb Das about this project. Many hon. Members
have already stressed about the importance of this project. In the past, on
several occasions, the question of taking up the Manas Valley River Project
was raised, but perhaps due to financial stringency or some other reasons
this could not be taken up. Sir, I have fair knowledge of the devastation
and miseries caused by these futious rivers because I come from that part.
I am an elected member from the Bijni-Srifangram area and as a social
worker also I had to go to that area for relief duties. Ihave myself seea
about the great devastation and havoc caused by these rivers. A few vears
back when a survey was made by the Embankment and Drainage De’part-
ment, it was revealed that only by the notorious Aie river alone 73,000 big-
has of cultivable land were destroyed. Only in terms of paddy land, the
loss would run to crores and crores of rupees. Not only that. The Public
Works Department roads from Abhayapuri to Lengtisingha and other places
were constructed at huge cost, but those roads could not be protected from
the destruction of these rivers.

My friends have already given description of it. I feel it now high time
that the Government should take up the matler with right earnest now.
Initially, the cast may be very heavy, but this area is comprised of more than
two lakbs of agricultural people. As I have learnt from the people there, the
economic condition of the people is deteriorating day by day due to these no-
torious rivers, and as a result, the agriculturists suffer very heavily. Formerly
they were happy and prosperous. But now they are to migrate from this place
to other places in search of cultivated lands elsewhere and earned their bread,

Sir, Government is spending huge amounts for rehabilitation and relief
measures and repair of roads and bunds. So, if the whole thing is studied
to control these rivers, crores and crores of rupees which are spent year
to year, will be saved and it will, I belicve, add to the improvement of the
economic condition of the people. 1In this area about 99 per cent are agri-
culturists. ‘So, they will be much benefited, Besides that a good deal of
forest wealth including wild lives will also be saved. I remember, about
twelve years back, so ma 'y elephants and other animals were wash d away
by the current of this notorious river. Therefore, I request the Government to
make proper investigation for taming this river and push up the matter in
right earnest with the Government of India so that they may be convinced
ofits importance, With this words, I strongly support the resolution move.l
by Shri Mahadeb Das.

Shri RUPNATII BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir. T take my stand to give my full support to the resolution moved
by the hon. Member Shri Mahadeb Das. Sir, Manas is one of the biggest
tributaries of the mighty Brahmaputra with enormous volumes of water,
This Manas river is coming through Bhutan and meets our side at a place
called Mathanguri in the North Kamrup within one Game Sanctuary. Sir, I
had the opportunity of going to our border there with our Jate Chief Minis-
ter Gopinath Bordoloj to these places round about those areas and the
hon_. Speaker Shri Choudhury was also there and I think my friend
Shri A. K. Das who hags just spoken on the subject was also there. It was
probably fifteen or sixtecn years back, when this proposal was first put up,
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At that time, we came to know that the actual site for the dam would not be
suitable within our side and that would have to be done inside Bhutan, With
that idea we have taken up the matter, but since then the matter has not
been materialised. The main di fliculty came from the Bhutan side. We
could not getapproval of the Bhutan Government for the construction of
the dam in their side. But, Sir, Bhutan is our friendly State and, we are
happy to learn that ultimately they have agreed to give a dam site. If that

is s0, Sir, there will be no difficulty in having a dam site in Bhutan now.

-Sir, regarding the devastation and havoc created by this mighty Manas
my friend who comes from that area has already spoken about it. Sir, I had
the opportunity of touring in this devastated area with the Leputy Food
Minister, Mr, Thomas of Government of India, We to-k the whole day starting
in a boat and saw the devastation created by the Beki. My friend Dr. Das’s
constituency falls in this area. Thereis a river called Kakila which falls
there. The devastation started from the border of Kamrup and the Goal-
para Districts and spread right up to Baghbar Hill which is by the side of
the Brahmaputra. During rainy season it looks like a sea with vast sheet
of watcys  Then again I had the opportunity to accompany the Power and
Irrigation Minister Dr., K. L. Rao while we took him to Tarabari in a
Plane. From Tarabari I took him right up to Baghbar and showed him
this vast flooded area. He w:s very much impressed. He was convinced
that, that area was really a distressed area. Pecple _cannot hgwe cultivation
there, during the whole rainy season. Sir, this is the meeting place of so
many rivers thusactually there are seven rivers, that is why this place is called
Satmukhi which means confluenc: of seven rivers, There is Bhelenga river also.
So, the entire area is overflooded. Nobody can imagine what is the extent
of devastation of river Manas. My friend Shri A. K. Das saud' th_at the Aie
river is {lowing throush this. But I do not know whether the Aie river water
is going through this Manas actually. {

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Itisnot that the river Aie is going
through Manas, but a stream of Manas falls in the liter portion of Aje.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: But these two rivers are quit_c inde-
pendent ones-Aie and Manas. They are very troublesome rivers. ‘There is
also another stream called Burisuti which is also an independent river and
now that river joins Manas. The whole volume of water is nowW  running
through Beki. "I have seen this place many times. We had rich trlba.\l
people there with rich paddy fields. They were good cultivators but their
Paddy fields have been totall y damaged by the Manas and Beki rivers. There
areé some styeams also in that area, There is & stream callgd Naw-Khanda
and another Hakna and there is Beki-waters of these three rivers come from
Manas river. Beki is actually a branch of Manas.

Sir, there is a vast forest area there which falls in a Game Sanecty
which is also being damaged from year to vear by the crosion'of Beki. The
entire area was a paddy growing area. Due to devastation of the are

ab
Beki, people had to leave their homes an'd hearths._ Some of the area fallS;
within the Constituency of our former Finance MIDIS‘CEI‘, Shri Fakhruddin

Ali Ahmed who is now Power and Irrisation Minister in the Unjon Cabinet
and it is a flood and erosion devastated area.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You have said tha

5 t the Manas is a dead
river, if it is so, how can the project be called M

anas project ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Beki river is the main river now.
Manas which goes along the Goalpara border is fed by Beki. The entire
volume of water in the upper portion of Beki is the water of Manas and
Volukaduba and other rivers. What I want to point out from my personal
knowledge of the Beki river is that at the upper portion of the Game Sanc-
tuary the vast ateas of land which are mostly under water now can be con-
verted into beautiful paddy land. There are vast areas of land lying fallow
in the Goalpara district, now mostly under thatch, can be converted into
paddy land if irrigation facilities are made available by the Manas project
when it is taken up. I think, Sir, this project should be a multi-purpose
projest along with the hydro-electricity, with which the vast devastation
created by erosion and flood down below in the Barpeta -subdivision will
be protected. This will also give irrigational facilities in both sides of the
river apart from tapping electricity. As a matter of fact, the whole northern
area right from the border of West Bengal irrigational facilities from this
multi-purpose project will go a great way in developing and increasing
agricultural production.

I hope, 2!l hon. Members of this House will give their whole-hearted
support to this resolution so that our Government can move théCentral
Government for this very important project.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): Mr. Deputy Speaker,

Sir, while I want to fully associate with the hon. Mover of this resolution

and other hon. Members including the Minister of Supply who have suppor-

ted this resolution, I want to make a few general observations. As has been

poiuted out by the Supply Minister that the water potentiality in the State

of different rivers is very highand for that reason if itis possible on the

part of the Goiernmient, they should make a survey of such other rivers

in the various parts of the State to find out how best their water resources

can be utilised for developjnent and betterment of industries and agricul-

tural production in the State. This particular reselution concerns the

taking up of the Manas River Valley Project in the Goalpara district. Sjp

~many of the hon, Members have pointed out that the river Beki with>
water mingling in it from Manas has created havoc and is causing extensive
damages every year due to devastating flood and heavy erosions. In consi-
deration of the heavy amount of loss that our people are sufferirig every

year, it will be preper on the part of our Government to take up this
matter with the Government of India to start this Manas River Valley
Project as early as possible. As already hon. Supply Minister has pointed
out, our Union Minister of State for Irrigation and Power visited

that area and was fully convinced about the pitiable condition of the
people of that area, especially, people of Goalpara district and Barpeta
Sub-division how they have been suffering due to flood and erosions, more
particularly, it has been observed from a statement of the Union 1\/’Iinister
that he was convinced about the future Potentiality of this project that it
should be taken up in due course. Of cource, many of the hon. Members
have peinted out that although the initial cost of the project may be high
but' ultimately we will gain in more than one way if we can take up the
project as a multi-purpose project, which willhelp greatly in the growth
pf cottage as well as major industries in those areas, Apart from this
it will also be able to supply electricity at a cheaper rate in our State
because t_he. Minister-in-charge, Industries the other day pointed out that
we are having sufficient power from certain pr.ject, but there are less
number of consumers for which the rate of consumption per unit

.
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is increasing. Therefore, only producing sufficient power will not solve
our purpose, unless and until we can utilise the power by focussing our
attention to the development of cottage and other industries in our State,
Therefore, Sir, by considering all aspects and considering that this pro-
ject will help in development of our agricultural and industrial projects
and will give better facility for irrigation, if this project is taken up
a vast area ofland will be saved from flood and erosions and these
areas can be utilised for cultivation by introducing modern methed,
which can help to a great extent in the successful implementation of
our grow-more-food campaign.

Sir, one of the Speakers on this subject has rightly pointed out thag
people in those areas were rich but due to constant annual recurrence
of flood and erosions these people have undergone enough of miseries
and their economic condition is deteriorating day by day. To uplift their
economic condition and in helping to improve agriculture and industry
in these areas Ihope, our hon. Minister-in-charge of Industries and the
Chicf Minister will take up the matter with the Government of India
with right earnest so that this projectis taken up in the 4th Five Year
Plan.

Sir, apart from that I would especially request the hon. Minister,
Industries, and ‘Chief Minister to arrange to make proper survey of all
the rivers of Assam, as we are surrounded by a large number of rivers
and the mighty Brahmaputra and in this effort we should take the aid of
the Government of India so that we can have sufficient number of pro-
jects by controlling these rivers which would benefit the people of this
backward State. I hope, the hon. Minister of Industries and hon,
Chief Minister will consider all the points expressed by the hon. Mem-
bers so that they can convince the Government of India to take up
this project without any further delay.

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR (Barpeta): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
I want to speak a few words regarding this Beki river, In the year 190§,,,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Talukdar, the resolution is confined
to the Manas river and not to Bekj river.

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR: Sir, at that time this river Bekj
was not as big as now. It was a very small river. The present place i,
popularly known as Mothanguri or Moth because there was a Popular
demarcating boundary post between Assam and Bhutan *c'llt Is about 2 ‘hyp.
dreds years ago. In the year 1942 a big tree obstructed the Manas riye
and the whole water passed through the Beki and as a result the Beki
bridge was washed away. I am interested in this way that the Beki riyer
eroded a great portion of the Mouza Ghilajari which is a part of -
constituency. So I am interested. Now, Sir, I am not a technician, bug
I think one of these two river—Manas or Beki can be stopped wit}, oy, much
difficulty. The other river—Bholukadoba is a Dew river anq the Beki
river passes through the_ Bholukadoba Vt:thh was a dead rivep and that
portion was cut off . The greater portion of Beki water went through
the Bholukadoba. It is a new river, I think one of those rivers_either
Beki or Manas can be stopped at the source, I mean, nearabout that
place. ‘Thatismy suggestion, Sir.
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Sshri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Planning,
Labour, ete) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, while Shri Falukdar described
the upper ridges of this river system, he became all most lyrical. ‘LThe
description brought to my mind the beautiful scenss of that area which I saw
while I was touring that place along with Stri Brahma, There are beautiful
places, vast tracts of land in which you can run a car without making a
road. . There are herds of wild ‘buffalors, deer and many other types of
apimals.  ‘They can be seen loitering there. Our Governor at one time
chased these herds of deer on a car where there were no roads. How he
did it I dv not know. Now, itis really a very beautiful area. I it were
possible to make a road for the tourists to go there within one hour from
Gauhati, I have no doubt that this place would besuch a centre of tourist
attraction, ths type of which, it will be difficult to match anywhere.
But unfortunately the type of the road necessary in order to comacct this
area will have to be an extra-ordinary one. [ hope, in the gradual
process it will be possible to develop this area into such a tourist spot. It
the river control .measure can be undertaken in this rsgion, I have ne
doubt that the inter-communication of .this regisn with Gauhati by such
a road may be feasible  Therefore, I, for onz, am interested in under-
taking the control of this river system-whether two, three or four rivers,
we need not go into controversy. 1t appears that from the same source
is the cenire from which the Manas, the Beki and then the Bhalukdoba
and similar other rivessars coming aad it is thesame river in different
shapes and forms likc our God taking many forms like Maya-Mriga as my
hon. friend reminds me (rcferring to Mr. Mookerjee). —Therefore,
if we can undertake the control of that river system the multiplicity ol the
river will disappear and as Shri Talukdar said, by conti olling this river
system much land will be maide availabie for agriculture which is now
inuadated. | Now, there is certiin diffsfence of  opinion between
Government and hon, Members about investigation ; we bave been looking
forward to undertake conirol ofthe river systam and as far backas 194950
the C.W.P.C. undertook an investigation of this river. In fact, they
undertook investigation not merely of this'river, but of the Brahmapuira
river itself. But aftec 1950 whea the great earthquake came this area was
declared as in the earthquake zone and the wisdom of taking measures for
undertaking heavy construction in -this Himalayan vegion was doubted
and thereafter further investigation of Bruhmaputra was given up. Now,
it is true that the intensity of the earthquake at that time-in 1950 was felt
highest in the northern region and much less in the western region,
Therefore, the idea of controlling the Manas and her tributaries continued
and after that it was found by the Statc Planners as well as the experts,
and T think that it may be pos;v.ibl_c to cm?tinuc in that line. Now, why
did not we carry on further investigation, i1t was not due to earthquake but
it was due to certain difficultics imposed upon us by the Bhutan Govern-
ment which was not workable in character. “The result was waat we had to
discontinue the investigation of the Manas river..  Later on some cofres-
poitdence was going on with the Gentre regarding how the matter should
be taken up., The Government of [ndia suggested that our State G ivern-
ment should contact the Prime Minister of Bhutan to find out whether
there was any possibility of an agrecment on this issuc, In pursuance of
that suggestion discussions were held on 1st March 1961 between the Minis-
ter, Flood Qontrol and Irrigation Wing with the Prime Minister of Bhutan.

~ Among other -things that were discusscd_ and agreed to the Prime
Minister of Bhutan stated that there was no objection to the proposal for
cartying out surveys and investigation in the catchment area of the river

>
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Manas, - Thatshows that the Bhutan Government has agreed to the carrv-
ing out surveys and investigations in the catchment area of river Manas.
Now, obviously other conditions were not discussed then. T think the idea
is that tlicre should be further follow-up. Since we were in a position to
take up the investigation Central Water, and Power Commission was
accordingly requested to send in advance detrils ‘of survey party for the
purpose of investigatinn of the propoesal and th= discussion was proposed to
be held in June or July, 1961 in Shillong, Accordingly the Central Water
and Power Commission sent an estimate amounting to Rs.21:31 lakhs for
carrying out investigation of the Manas River Valley Project. This figure
of Rs:21 lakhs, as you know, is very old and" would have to be revised
because the cost of Public Works Department has completely changed
thereafter. It may be mentioned here in this connection that the scheme
if found feasible wili be a multi-purpose project, multi-purpose in the
sense that it would involve irriagation, ﬂood—t_:ontml, power
and even navigation may be invelved. = The difficulty was 4t that time that
in the Third Plan no funds were provided for undertaking this project.
The Plan allocation far investication of power was so inadequate that there
was no scope at all to include it at that stage in the Plan as the. Government
of India informed that the entire expenditureinvolved in the investigation
will have to be borne by the State Government, and you know at that time
our funds were meagre, and, therefore, it was not possible for us to under-
take it at that time. Therefore, the meeling was .proposed t6 be held in
Shillong in June-July, 1961 ; the Finance Minister was apprised of the
situation and requested to agree in principle to the fact that the entire
expenditure will be borne by the State Government. Fmance, however,
declined and stated that necessary fund may be provided for this project in
the Trrigation sector of « ~ Third Plan by adjustment in consultation with
the Plannine and Development Department. This was not possible in view of
inadequacy of the Third Plan allocation, that is, 35 lakhs made by the
State Government for investigation, collection of data and research on flood
control. As this is primarily a power project as desired by the Minister,
Flood Control he requested me to meet the expenditure thereof out of the
Plan allocation for Power project. The Assam State Electricity Board was
informed and asked whether it would he possible for them to undertake this
with the consequent expenditure of Rs. 21 lakhs. The matter was fully
discussed between the Chief Minister and the Minister of Electricity and
subsequently the Minister of Irrigation and 1_’ow5:r in Delhi in j_anu'tlry,-
1962,  As a result thereof, it seems, the investigation of the Manas R_l\ter
Valley Project was deferred. One of the reasons given by the Elc_Ctr*C}ty
Board at that time was that the amount of funds which they could " visualise
forthe fiuture 15 years for undertaking the river development for power

would not include Manas at all, That means no funds which they could
the purpose out of Power would not

be available for the next 15 yeats. That seems to have been one of the

reasons why it was deferred.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS (Sarkbeog): Sir, was the opinion of the
Assam State Electricity Poard putting the limit of 15 years for inclugjop of
the Manas Project derived from the fact of Kapili Valley Project being
ander consideration of the Board ? 4 5

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHL: Sir with regard to fie
Kapili Valley Proje: t the expenditure already incurred would rup- 4 about
40 lakhs and, as you know, even today the Kapili Valley project is ngt ready
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because the technical problem of limestone hasnot yet been solved. We
have already consulted American and Yugoslav experts and they have
advised further investigation.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Sir, probably, I am not clear. My
question was whether the opinion of the State Electricity Board... .....

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: The hon. Member’s
question and the import thereof was understood. .Now, Sir, itis not true
that we have not been able to obtain the Kapili Valley Project report.
The technical adviceis that it may be feasible for us to get the Project
Report and to undertake the Kapili Valley Project, and, as you know, in
the Fourth Plan we have provided adequate funds for the purpose of com-
pleting investigation of the Kapili Valley Project. The Kapili Valley Pro-
ject ifit is ready obviously will get priority over Manas. Now, you will
appreciate, Sir, that investigation of River project takesa long time. The
collection of data on the basis of which a project could be undertaken takes
several number of years. As you know the Damodar Valley Project could
be taken up just after independence because we had the record of data of
the last 30 years of that area. On the basis of 30 years data we could take
up that project. So it would appear that- the investigation of River Valle
is not an easy and quick process. Itis a time-consuming process because you
have to have the record of rainfall, whichis a very material factor, over g
number of years. So I say that the investigation of the River Valley Project
at Manas is bound to consume time, and, therefore, there would not be a
sort of race between the two River Valley projects at any time whatsoever,
In fact Manas Valley project if the investigation is started would take a part
of the Fifth Plan for collection of data on the basis of which it may pe
possible to prepare a Project report. Therefore, the competition for the
two projects would not be there, and the _PDSBlblhtY of the Kapili Valley
Project over-riding over Manas would continue. Therefore, I say there js
no competition in Assam because very few scl_le_mes have been investigated,
The problem which was raised by the Electricity Board was the necessar
personnel. The number of persons which they had, I mean technical per-
sons, were very few and they were madeggatc for the purpose of pndcrtaking
simultaneously the investigation of Kapili V?.l'ley and Manas since all this
team of investigators were occupied in Kapili Valley. We had askeq for
further team to b released by the Flood Gontrol Deparsment and the Floog
Control, I think, had no surplus persons to carry out investigation of the
Manas Valley Project with the result that the problem of personnel woylg
not also be solved—frst the agreement with Bhutan, second the availability
of funds and the third is the availability of persons which #stood in the way
of investigation of the Manas Valley Project.

The Government of India agreed two years back to the undertaking
of the investigations for the Manas River Valley Project by the Governs
ment providef funds could be found out by the State G

/ L overnment by
ad.]ustment, but sought conﬁrmation abOut avalla.bllltiy of suit
staff’ with

. . litable technical
State Government. Thus it will be seen, Sir, the Central
Government dig o give us fund, they wanted us to divert the fund from
other department and unfortunately there was 10 fund in other department
for the purpose of diversion.
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Sir, this matter was discussed by the Secretary, Power with the
Chairman, Assam State Electricity Board on the 12th February, 1963. The
Chairman was of the view that the only major river valley project which
will find a place in the 4th and 5th plans of Assam is the Kapili Project
which has not yet been fully investigated. For carrying out the investiga-
tions of Manas Project, a big organisation is required and as _this project
is not likely to be taken up during the next two five year plans it would not
be expedient to make a start on the investigations now. Further in the
present emergency, it would not be advisable to take up this work which
lies mainly in Bhutan. The work can be taken up only after the detailed
investigation of the Kapili project has been completed when the technical
staff now engaged in the Kapili Valley Project will be available. Then and
then only the question of undertaking investigation of Manas River
Valley project would be taken up. Sir, this is the history and background
on which the discussion on Manas Valley project was taken up.

Now, Sir, we feel that the investigation of the Manas shouid be re-
opened. Now that the 4th plan is there we should bhe able to complete
investigation of Kapili Valley Project within about 2 years. That meaus
by the middle of 4th Plan the investigation of the Kapili Valley Project
will be completed. In that case in the 4th Plan itsclf we will be able to
utilise the technical personnel enraged in the Kapili Velley Project for the
purpose of undertaking investigation of Manas, But it now boils down to
a question how to find out funds in the 4th plan for the purpose of under-
taking investigation of Manas. I feel that our Assam Plan should include
investigation of Manas in the 4th Plan and so I bave no difficulty in
accepting the proposal before this House. - Whether it will be a power
project or a project for flood control and irrigation remains to be seen. As
I have told you original conception was to make it a power project as well
as flood control and irrigation project. As you know, Sir, the irrigation
scheme of the Tennesey Valley project which is a river valley project was built
on the river of sorrow. Sir, in Assam also Manas is called the river of
sorrow. When the ex-Finance Minister Shri Deshmukh came to Nowgong
he describad the river Kapili as the river of sorrow. When he went to
,T(’—ZPUJ‘ he described the river Jia Bharali as the river of sorrow. Even
if anybody goes to North Lakhiﬁlpur he will also d:scrioe the river Soban-
giri as the river of sorrow, Sir, why has it been so ? The réason is
that the rainfall in this rezioa is t’rcmeﬁdous. Rainfall in this region 1s not
constant in winter and summer with the result that the size of the river in
winter and summer does not bear any comparsoil whatsoever.

Sir, Mr, Talukdar has explained ths mechanism of hfn’v‘ the rivers
change their courses. Hesays that cometimes when big tree is uprooted it
blocks the normal course. It is the casenot only .w1th Manas but with all
other rivers, 'This happens not oaly'in this cas but it happens 1n other cases
also. There is the Mora Kzlong, Mora Bharalu, The river bed of Mora
Bharalu is 10 miles, With even a shortestsnag develops in ‘the river, the
river changes its course. ‘This is the case with the rivers of the Norihem
Bank. But this is not the case with tha rivers of the Southern Bank.
These rivers in the Southern Bauk have a fitm bank, So thore is the necessity
of controlling these rivers in which cas¢ lot of amount will be available
for agriculture. Tnerefore, both points of view that from the point of view
of flood control and also from the point of view of curving lot of land for

~
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agriculture it is necessary that these mnorthern rivers might be controlled.
Now, Sir, you will appreciate that the difference in volume of water carried
by the Northern rivers is more because these rivers are. both rain fed and
snow fed. The difference of the volume of water in rainy season and
winter season is therefore very large.-

Sir, I have no doubt that if anybody wants to control the river
Brahmaputra it would be possible to contrcl him if his tributaries are
controlled. I call the river Brahmapuira ‘he’  because it is a mighty river
and we know why we call it a male river. So if we can control the
tributaries of Brahmaputra we will be able to control the Brahmaputra
himself. Because ths volume of water of Brahmaputra get augmented
further from these tributaries. Hence the importance of controlling fthe
tributaries. Sir, our Government has finalised a scheme of 311 crores, It
is called a Marshy Plan for flood control in the Assam Valley.

Sir, T am now told that our plan has been slashed down and it has
now come to Rs.300 crores. So we have to change our conception of
flood control scheme. It will not be in 5 years or in 10 years but it may
take half century. May be by the end of the. century if we have adequate
resources and adequate technical personnel. In that case we will be able

Eo undertake a major project whizh will bring relief to this valley from
oad, -

. Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : In the mean-
ume many new rivers will form.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : The new rivers are
formed by the old rivers, asit was explained bv Shri Talukdar. It is a
question of diversion. When Manas died Bhalukduba, Aie and other rivers
arose. Therefore, it is a question ol diversion. The total amount of water
which is poured down by Heaven and discharged by the mighty Himalayas
1S constant, So, since the total amount of water is constant, therefore,
if any new river arise, another river dies. Therefore, that
prob'em i3 not difficult. The problem arises how to get  resources.
Now, Sir, we are in contact with the Ford Foundation and the Ford Foun -
dation people are also in contact with us, and we are trying to get foreign
technical advice jn this matter so that we may be able to undertake a
river control system in thisarea. Now, one of thereasons why we want
to undertake this is not merely technical advice but fund and resources
because I am told that if there is any part of the world in which there is so
much rain and water to be controlled, it is Assam and therefore, Assam’s flood
control problem isa major world problem, not merely Indian problem,
but world problem. What is 2 major world problem that has to be tackled

n a major way by the world itself. Therefore, I have no doubt that Assam
15 becoming known to the world. Assam is already known to the world
because of Dalaj Lama coming here. Assam has appeared in the map of
the world and the e ofTezrf)ul‘ is already known to the world, Then
with the Ch_inesc agsression Assam became more important in the world.
The_refore,_ 1t would be necessary that -the world al:o look to Assam for
solving this major problem. Sir, we are to'd thatanything gigantic attracts
Americans, Hereisa gigantic problem and therefore, it should attract Ame-
ricans. 'Therefore, I am looking for a gigantic efort, -

&
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Now, Sir, I think it should be a multipurpose project, for flood control,
irrigation and power. - Now, as you know, Assam valley isa narrow valley -
and many people think that so far asirrigation is concerned, river control
and damns are not a good idea, Whether it isa good idea or notI do not
know. but what I feclis thatin this case Manas valley is not narrow but a
wide one and ifin any river we can undertake flood control and irrigation
simultaneously by dam then I think it is the river. Therefore, in this we
can combine both flood control, irtigation and power, ard I have a feeling
that this should be undertaken {rom that point of view. Now, Sir, I was
talking about Tennessy Valley scheme. The Tennessy Valley, after. the
river got controlled, hasbecome most beautiful and the deep flowing river
has thrown ont vast lands for cultivation. The river has ceased to inun-
date the areas which it used to inundate and power has been generated
which electrified the wholé area, and what is more, the river has become
navigable in character, with the result, stcamers. canrise up fiom the sea
bed on to higher river iisclf. Whether such a navigable status should be
given to this river or not I donot know. It will depend onfuture indus-
trial development so that it may take its results. I think so far as we
are concerned, for the time being we are interested with flood control,
irrigation and power. Therefore, investigation ol this river should be
undertaken from that point of view. We are glad that Bhutan Govern-
ment is willing to permit us to undertake the investigation. Further details
thereof would naturally be agreed upon between. ourselves and themselves
so that we may be able to undertake the same. I have no doubt {hat
further funds which will be niecessary should be provided in the Fourth Plan
so that we may able to undertake the investigation of the same. The huge
resources which will be necessary for river control would be partly provided
in Fourth Plan and partly in the subsequent plans. Now, in the Fourth Ilan
we have not been able to provide any corpus for undertaking this project.
Of course, investigation is a separate matier. 1 think that in the Fourth
Plan so far as Mangas is concerned, undertaking of the project itself would
not be necessary.  In theFifth Plan certain funds will Lave to be provided

- for undertakingthe scheme so that it may be undertaken in 2 big way in

the Sixth Plan. Now, I personally feel that this is a prod uciive scheme because
the amount of land that will be thrown out will be fit for cultivation. As
somebody said, nearly 70,000 acres of land would be available for cultivation.
It was an estimate of that particular area and if the entire area which will
be free from flood is taken into account then the average would runs into
lakhe ofacres. Therefore, it is a productive scheme. _Now, when I say
productive scheme it obviously meansthat certain part of it wogld be founded
by raising alevy from the agriculturists for the scheme ltsel_t. It has been
seen that somehow or other we have not been -able to convince the people
when a scheme is ready that they should contribute alevy. The people have
been made to think that they should get things free. 'Ihc.refore, it will
be necessary for the people, particularly the leaders of public opinion, to
create aclimate inthe State that for every benefit a countermbalancing
contribution has to be made. If sucha contribution is made then the tempo
of developement of the State will rise. But if allLfunds get supk irren-icvably
in the senge that there is no return then the tempo is reduced, 7 would
therefore, suggest that a tempo or a climate is created by the leaders of
public opinion so that for every benefit Whlch'thcy Sustain they would be
willing to contribute, however small that contribution may he,

Now, so far as the Aie river is concg:ncd, of course that is a separate
river. Aie river is equally a river of sorrow.  That riyer has hardly any
bed. It must be flowing on the cultivable fields, Now, a river which has
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no bed is very dangerous indeed, and therefore, something should be done
for desilting of the river and consequently it may find a bed and thus control
the river. Now if you control the river and make the river low at the same
channel then it cuts into the bed and the bed automatically is raised.
Therefore, all the rivers which have no beds in the North bank can be
made to have beds if they are made to flow systematically for a long time.
In Tezpur area I have seen certain rivers which are often flowing across
paddy fields and they bring sand with the result that paddy felds themselves
got raised and damaged. In many places I haveseen that the river bed is
higher than the level of cultivation sites and the river flows into the paddy
fields. Now if you want toerect a dam on such a river, it would cause
further damage to the fields. So to erect adam in such a river without a
bed would be an absurd proposition. If a river 1s flowing at a higher level
than the cultivalion field, then who can guarantee that the dam itself will
not be broken and if the dam is broken then there would be devastation in
the country-side. Therefore, it is very dangerous to have dam constructed
on the river which has a bed at a higher level than the level of the fields
beside it.  Therefore the most suitable course of action is to bring the river
bed below the level of the paddy fields by the side of it. So you see thjs
theory brings us back to the same position, that is, the river should be brought
back to flow into its channel so that the river bed gets deep. In that \v\?ay
it may be controlled. Now this can be done by barragesand dams, If you
have barrages and dams then the river can be brought to the channelq,
B}lf‘t to bring the river into its channel by human hands is a very costly
arair.

Shri SARAT GHANDRA GOSWAMI : Sir,itisa fact that if e
mouth of the river becomes shallow and gets silted up the current of the
river becomes slow and because the current is very slow there is silting,
But if the current is made stronger by opening the mouth of the rjvep
then the silt is carried away and therefore gradually the river bed wi]] ba
deeper. Therefore automatically, as the Minister has already said, tha
if the mouth of the river can be dredged out and current can be made moye
severe then this problem of rising of river bed as a rvesult of silt deposit cap
be ?PVia"ted' So will the Minister be pleased to give his thought on thjg
matter ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Sir, I think the hon
Member is huadred per cent correct. I myself hold this opinion that the
river mouths, that is, the mouths of the tributaries that are flowing o
Br ahmapufrg if they get silted up, the tendency of the river beds to rige u

has been noticeahle and this led gradually to the disappearance of the bed
itself. Therefore, if you can keep the mouth of the tributary clear in thay
case that problem ‘would not arise, I think the hom. Member will
Ile--mci:mbcr that this is the very theory that I advanced in suppor: of the
b .gllng cPetation of the Brahmaputra river. Butatthat time, Sir, T was
severe’y criticised hy the Flood Control Department. They were saying that
here was a Minister ypq was not in charge of Embankment and Drainage
Department but whe yy,q concerned with the Embankment and Drainage
and was speaking about Embankment and Drainage. Sir, T may te]] you
that there was a Ceatral T ngineer, Shri Dhir by nameof the Central Wager
and Power Commission, g wrote an article which was published and
he wanted to prove that my theory was absurd. He stated that dredging

bt
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of Brahmaputra would require 4200 crores of rupees and 42 years te
complete and by the time it would be completed the river would be silted
up again and therefére it is absurd. You know that gesmetrical proposition
the Q E. D. and that is why it is  absurd, Jmay:
tell you, Sir, that gradually later on my theory has not been completely
thrown over board, and the Flood Control Board at last agreed to have
experimental dredging and they have said they would go in for placing
orders for two dredgers, and I understand orders have been placed, but
they have not yet arrived, So farso good ; a beginning is necessary and
a beginning would have been made. And therefore we will start dredging.
Now if we find that by dredging, say any rivers, let us take the Manas and
Ict us take the Jiabhoroli and get them dredged and if we find that the
rivers flow into their channels for at least 2-3 years then let ‘us see what
happens. If we find that the mouths are cleared as a result of dredging
and therefore the river beds of Jiabhoroli and Manas are becoming deeper
and deeper and the rivers are tending to flow back into their channels
then our theory would be corrcet. More and more of dredging of the
mouths of the tributaries would keep the flow of the tributaries into their
channels.  Now I will tell you, Sir, for dredging of every ten miles of every
tributary you will require a couple of dredgers, because while the operation
1s in the process, one of the dredgers may get out of action, so you will
have to engage the other dredger to continue the operation. Thus after
4-5 years, you will find that the rivers have been flowing into their chaunel
with the result that all the riverine areas which are being flooded every
year would be free from this devastation. Theretfore I feel that investment
in dredgers would be the right line and it would be very helpful for flood
controi also. Now we are looking forward to the arrival of those dredgers
ordered for, but I do not know when they will arrive. Sir; one of the areas
in the whol_e of India where the largest numbers of dredgers is necessary is
Assam, : Sir, I went to Cochin. - Cochin is a port and there the dredgers
are continuously working to keep the Port functioning. Why ? Because,
in a Port there is - continuous inflow of income and that income can be
sustained by dredging.  But here that may mnot be -possible. The amount

of income which is flowing here is so small that perhaps the maintenance of .

diedgers would not be feasible, Therefore I again come back to the same
thing. Whenever a particular benefit is to be cnjoyed .from a panticular
project, that benefit has got to be paid for. Herc the land that woul_d
be saved from flood and broucht out for cultivation as a result.of this
dredging, those cultivators should be able to contribute so that the cost of
dredgers can be met.  Sir, the effect of dredging is almost like the effect
of the dam because the dam controls a river by preventing overflow of water
in season: and out of season, 'The dredger makes the water to flow
continuously into the channel so that the channel gets déeper and _therefore
the retention of water in the uppsr reaches for the purpose of cultivation is
provided. So you see the effect of the dredgers and the effect of the
barrages and dams are almost similar. Therefore, I say that the benefits should
be coordinated. If we coordinate the benefits in that case we will get the
river channels flowing continuously. Sir, when I went to the United States,
I went to Fittsburg, and there I went to see the working of the Dravo
Corporation, because at that time the question of carrying petroleum by
Brahmaputra was the point at issue. Now the - river which was shown to me
was 3 river having a width of about say 300 ft. Not much. But they were
maintaining a constant depth of 9 ft in the river. Itisnot like Brahmaputra
which has at some place a depth of 5 ft., somewhere 10 ft,, somewhere 15 ft
an@l somewhere ¢lse 50 ft.. Now if -you have such a river with uncven depth,”
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navigation cannot be properly planned. For  navigation you will
requirc a continuous depth so that you can ply steamers which have a
draught of 9 ftor 8 ft. Thus the cost of river transportation can be cut
down to 1fith. The freight which we have to pay for goods being
carried from Calcutta to Assam is now equal fo that of the railways.
Now I may tell you in the whole world the freight which is the cheapest
is the river transport freight ; far cheaper than the railway freight. Why
should it nut be so in the case of Assam as well ? Although we have
- got a river transport system because of the un-uniform nature of the
draught and because we do not have deepening facilities, Therefore cargo
carrying capacity of the vessel is comparatively very low. Therelore, the
cost of transport becomes rather high and if we can increase the cargo
cariying capacity, in that case the cost will be much reduced. Therefore,
I hold that the control of the river will lead to the deepening of
Brahmaputra so that the river will be flowing continuously into 1ts char.nel
and the width of the Brahmaputra will be much reduced. To-day it is
narrowest at Gauhati, one mile, the second narrowest place is Goalpara, 11
mile ; the third narrowest is Silghat, 5 miles and so on. If this Brahma-
putra, I can tell you, can be controlled, then the channel would become
deeper and the width of the river need not be more than a mile and
if the Brahmaputa become only one mile in breadth throughout then find
out what amount of land surface would be thrown out by Brahmaputra
for the purpose of habitation and cultivation. Therefore, I say that the
control of the river and its deepening is the splution for Assam, and this
can be done both by dredging and by erecting barrazes or dams ip
order to cntrol the inflow of the water. Therefore, I hold, Sir, that
the master plan of 11 crores which hasbeen drawn, if and waen it
can be implemented may bring great boon to the State of Assam, and
a lot of land will be thrown up for the purose of cultivation. Now,
as I was saying that in Pittsburg where I went to sce the Drayo
Corporation, tne river was flowing and one tug that is the moderp
Push-tow system was carrying several boats tied one after another, Now,
what is the system in Brahmaputra ? Here it is one steamer which tieg
one boat this side and one boat on that side. Now, you know whep
three bnats advance simultaneously side by side the speed gets very
much cheched and the speed is very low. But in the Puch-tow sysiem

thereis one tug which pushes several barges tied together one aftep

another in a row and I saw 12 barges tied ina row having no engine

but they were pushed by a single tug. By this method the nuvmber of
employees is very few. In one barge system I saw only one man who
is tied at the top ; there was a driver, then there was a girl attendang
and only 4or 5 persons are running the whole system. :
80 cheap  You know in America, human labour
they were to engage a fleet of persons as we do
then they would have been insolvent.

have not been ableto introduce that
pany introduced the first
Karimeani,
and it has
discussi n

Obviously it ig
is the costliest and jf
in the Brahmaputra
But unfortunately, in our country wé
system. The Joint Steamer Com.
system of Push-tow barges in Sylhet and
But somehow or other that system did not work successfully
not been a grand success. When 1 went abroad I had a
A with the river expertin Geneva who had been brought to
India for the purpose of consultation as regards transportation in the
Brahmabutra He had given his opinion that the Push-tow system in
the Brahmaputra is not feasible. When I asked him in Geneva whether
he still stuck to his o;inion he said, ¢Yes, thatis true, but the contrary
opinies is also true’. If 1 may safely say, the opinions of the experls
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aré two-edged weapon which can be pushed this side and that side
also. So T came fully prepared with the theory that the Push-tow
system of barges would bz feasible for Brahmaputra as their own
flect is out of date. In the first place they did not agree but later
on they agreed with me and they decided = to pu!l out. Siace they
have not bien investing any money and now they are out of it
The Government of 1India has purchased it and taken over.

Now, therefore, T say, Sir, that so far as the question of river control
is concerned, it is a ‘must’ for Assam. We must be able to comirol the
rivers if w- want to ge out of our problems. Now, witn the benefit
of this flood control and j-rigation I want to tie power because even
from barrages you can produce power. In Geneva, my iriend Shri Das,
will bear me out [ mean Mr. Omeo Kumar Das who has gone to
Geneva, the river flows out of a lake and at a point about 10 feet high,
they are hiving a small barrage, and there they produce electric current
by the driver at the level which flows through th- turbine ; that eler-
trifics part of Geneva and other parts of the country. So, Sir, even
from the barri.ge ysu can produc prwer. But from dams,

you can produce more power. Anrd I may tell you, 3ir,
potential of Assam is very great.

of course,
that the power
Il billin kilowatts can be produced
and we are now exporling tea and jute. Do you know that we can ¢« Xport
power also ; we can export power throu:h the grid system thoughout the
couniry and earn a lot of money. So, power is the biggest export
carner for Assam. Now, we have gota grid system. The grid systems in
Assam are interlinked. The Nahork tiya Thermal Station is interiinked with
Gauhati ; Gauhati with Umiam and Umia o with Kapili, Kapili with Mans,
and in this way all these systems will be interlinked by the grid system.
Therefore, it will be possible fir us to export electricity outside the State,
We have already agreed to export elestricity to Nagaland, to Tripura.
And if Manipur comes forward, we will agree to export to Manipur also,

We have agreed or we are offering to export electricity to N.E.F.A. and
and a discussion with the North Eengal for the purpose of exporting electri-
city is gning on. So, the time will not be far distant when we will be able
to export electricity to Calcutta and even to .Delhl_. _Thcm:,forc, I sav that
the possibility of development of power in this regionin a big way is there,
and it can remove the shortage of power for the whole of North Eastern
Region of India. I, therefore, think that Government of India should con-
sider investment particularly in power not merely for Assam, but for the
rest of India. To think of investment only for Ass;zm Is 2 wrong th
The theory which is necessary to accept is that investment of power, as
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua has said the other day for Assam only and not

for exporting power to outside, is a wrong theory, and this theory becomes
unacceptable,

ory.

J

it will not be an economic scherae. Then the Government of India will
say—*‘‘You are asking for 311 crores. Why we will give this amount ? We
want some return, What will be your return?” It will be just like the
Steel Project where there is no return for the last ten years 1f we say—
“Yes, we will give return and give us the money instead of Wwasting it in
some other plan like Cobra, Why do you not invest money in Assam and
take power from us ?* Then it will be quite correct. Then it will be quite
possible tO get money easily. Otherwise it is not ap easy thin ta get

If I have to control rivers by dams only for the purpose of flood control,
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money. Therefore, 1 say that it is very necessary that investment in power
and flood control in Assam may be made only from the point of view
of Assam, but from the point of view of India. In that case, to get Rs,311
crores will mot be 2 difficult proposition—rather it will be ar easy Proposi-
“ tion. - If by investment of Rs.21 thousand crores, you arc going to plan for
production of electricity of 12 million K.W. in the Fourth P_Ian_ from your
resources, invest it. If you do not think that Assam Organisations cannot
do it, do it with other sources—do it with Clentral assistance. If we want
11.07 12 million XK. W. of electrgity to oroduce, take money from the
W estern Boards. You may utilise that money for the purpose. But the
moncy which is necessary for producing clectricity for Bombay or Delhi, get
the same mMoney here. In that case, diversion of 300 crores or so,—100
crores per plan— from Tndia into Assam is casily possible and in three
lans all the water spurces can he harnessed, and with that amount within
15 years time, We will be able to produce all the power that is required for
ihe whole of the Eastern Region and these will be practical benefit also.
Therefore, the suggestions which I have made is not only merely for the
interest of Assam but it is in the intercst of India. Government of India
is looking it from the point of view of flood control problem only. They
have big flood control programmes, Let them open their eyes.  Not only
for flood control but from - the comprehensive  point of view all
the fload control, power and irrigation developments and the benefit
likely to. bring . not; only to Assam, but to whole of India, plus
the residuary benefit to Assam. If they change their outlook, T have
no doubt they will, the whole picture will be changed outright, and the
whole scheme —of 11 hundred thousand crores  will become feasible
in - the 4th plan 21 thousand ecrores, in the 5th plan: 35 l’housanci
cropes and in the gih plan-55 thousand crores. We want 100 crores in the
grd plan, another 100 crores in the 4th plan and 100 crores in 5th plan
That can be easily done. I think it can be easily managed. Therefore, T
think, Flood Control Board of Assam and India willbea new look in tﬁjs
'propositinn and see whether such rzorientation can be made in right direc-
tion. Obvously in that case Manas will be an easy proposition, .

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, can it be a multi-pyr-

ose Projc:,t? If the project is tuken up a huge quantum of power will he
generated Can we approach the Bhutaa Government fhrough the Goverp
“pent ot India because Bhutan Government may be interested and sofnn
portion of power may be diverted to them? e

chri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: North East Fronpg
Agency has already accepted. If Manas damis built on ths Bhutan 11?1'
obviously, the first benefit will go to the Bhutan Government, The %011,
so far @as power supply to Bhutan Government is concerned, T th're L
will bc ont of the thing welcome and in our discussion ’withmk’ %
Bhutan Government we will take suggestions of my friend into C e ‘Ehe
so that this might be one of the reasons of inducement to accept our eraiion
N Oreover; gatura}ly they will like to get a lake for fishing pur )Oprﬂpos-}l,
+he only point which I am trying to impress upon is that control ]Of ses.  Sir,
siversis not-an casy proposition. One of the hon, Members no_rthcm
that the Himalaya Mountains are the youngest in the world, Rock F“Egﬁst_ed
of this mountain is not propcs for construction of a dam hecauce\ Oll"lma].uc)n

sandy in nature. Thereforz, the amount of money that il e A Thee
for the dam will be very high just in the case of Bhakra Naﬂgalleqlllalézd
(0day grouting is going on. Therefore, the cost of ration may Lo littll::

art

b



(-9

1966] RESOLUTIONS 319

high. Our dam will be a full-proofones. There are cement concrete dams
and rock-filled dams. As you know this is an earthquake zone, it should be
rock-filled dam like Kapili Project. But this will be a matter for the
technicians to design, because of the earthquake possibility. The reinforce-
ment of this dam will be fairly costly from that point of view. A system
which is completely full-proof.

Now, Sir, the system of flood control which is thought to be best on
the dam is the relcase of water in co-ordination. There will be a coordina-
ted functioning of this dam in the release of water. For instance. Brahma-
putra when it begins to rise at Sadiya in that case the release of water of
Subansiri will have to be so co-ordinated that by the time the water - f Biah-
maputra come to the confluence of Subansiri rush of water will not be.
heavy. If this process of interlinking the dam through information channel
is possible in that case the control of water will b= possible and simulia-
neously the release of water will be so controlled that flood will be controlled.
Therefore, we should have a series of dams and proper control of wa'er
and bring about flood control in that wvalley which shou!d be almost iull-
proof if not full-proof  There is nothing like full-proof. In th-s we should
take into consideration the rush of water which may cause cloud bursts. In
a particular case there may be so much run or accumulation of water that
bursis are possible and therefore it would be necessary to_have sufficient
safety margins in the control of water. I think, o this mav be
possible. I may inform the House that the Governnent of India
and C. W, P, C. in the last few years since the Electricity Board was formed
in 1958 in Assam have been very much impressed by the functioning of our
engineers and in fact they have asked our engineers to join the C. W. P. G
Within this short time our engineers have been able to show  their capacity
and they have already become favourites to the G, W. P. C. and rest of
India. The amount of experience which a man in our State gains in the
construction of a dam cannot be gained from other parts of India. For
instance, in Umiam Project construction the vast experiences gathered by
our engineers are not comparable with any other part of India, although
in the South they have monopolised so far as dam construction but there
is no earthquake-proof dams there like ours and so they lack this immense
experience. Now, we are going to gain the experience of limestone also.
Limestons experience so far is 2 monopoly of Czechoslovakia. So our engi-
neers are benefited by a volums of experiences which may not be possible
in other areas. In that way, it may be possible that our engineers are
becoming experts inthe world in dam making. And I forecast a day after
20 years instead of our inviling engineess of the world they will invite our
engineers for their new experiences. I say that the people of Assam should
have a large heart. We have a great future not cnly for Assam and for
India but for the world because of the vast resources and scopes in our
State, starting from tiger-haunted Mathanguri to the earthquake-haunted
Subansiti, which my hon. Friends from Dibrugarh knows. We are today
baggars for engineers from other parts of the world but tomorow we may
be the givers. The world may come to our aid today so that we can com-
pensate them tomorrow. I am looking forward to the statesmen of the world
to come forward to.assist us in large measures in development of Assam
and India.

I have taken, Sir, lot of time of the House and digressed into subjects
which do mnot concern this subject, but I wanted to give a comprehensive
picture 50 that we may be in a position to know the various considerations
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of this project. I hope, I have been able to give some basic ideas of what
is behind 1n the mind of the Government in this matter and I am looking
forward to greas developments in ths score in future. I have no difficulty
in accepting the resolution before the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The resolution moved is—“This Asscmbly
recommends to the Government of Assam to take up the Manas River
Valley Project as carly as possible. ’

(The resolution was adoy ted)

Shei SYED AHMED ALI (Gauripur): Sir, next resolution No. 6
is to be taken upmnow but I would suggest that_ this resqlution be not taken
up today because thisis an important resolunol} _and At would be better
it thisis discussed in presence of the hon. Minister-in-charge concerned
who is to reply is absence from the House to-day.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That does not matter.

Shri SYED AHMED ALI: Sir, in view of some impor tant resolutions
as many of the movers of resolutions are not in the House now, so the
House may be adjourncd today.

Fd

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot accept that, But ifit is the
desire of the House that they do not want to take up any more resoiution
today, I have no objection,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, it is proper of course
that th~ Minister concerned should be present but when the Minister is
absent as a rule the moving of the resolution cannot wait butiz the House

desires that it may adjourn today as only half an hour remains it is
upto you to deacide.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you do not move the resolution today
it will Iapse,

“Shri NARENDRANATH SARMA (Bokakhat): Sir, I
want to move the Resolution. Betzrs weziva, cim 2BIACH ¢zrm
92 “This House recommends to the Government of Assam to
extend the Brahmaputra Dyke from Dhanbari (Bokakhat) to

aguri with a view to save Kaziranga Game Sanctuary as
well as the cultivators of the whole areas who have been
subjected annually to immense sulfering from high floods”.
FTT SO0 o7 cofiths wiwww fowars TiEwe) RIS S ) SRR B
S AF oy, o wifs AT TEIRT WA | ¥ qeawa g
?.rf}['ﬁ %ﬂfﬁ‘?{ TEATT a.i;[gﬁ?”ll% THF 80 74'7]’-‘\1'{,{7\5 9 ?ﬁﬁl'(*ir | ?ﬂ?l"iﬁﬁ"q'
FTO_R WeAlIS v wreraie_ it e 2E, AT A wurmg
AR 2g oy | fegat fafes A2Te 8tF @ gy sy
WD AGIT oty gy TiF qTgT GO TIO M wg | g
T AT Oifis g 57 A58 B 1 @B 4TI FEG
SBLA~TLT 49 sfqix caiqg &fs 7@ T, WAF TR w319 Ko
AT T | stfere T Dyke <81 QIFMGET da1  apsifieare

&
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extend TR = | coformey @3 wiftael wemlAw IFI
TN TG Obew HAdim wiw GG AR oRiET s @ ARR |

97 FIfERe) 471 T w9 @ift sAwid @h1 wewye | FEd WA oA

DIFTRA oY Al T Fred) andwd e whme | AR of
Dyke &1 =513 fimw  <ts oovRs wAElg FRe | QIR
A ARACE Stwth wpiR fioa amita Sifge wgwem weE
TG 7 29 T wiwca aei AATOS IAFTCF] T IA TJ|

3T T IR s wife qfkwa | @t T AT 4T g9 B A
B A TR :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it the consent of the House that we
should rise ?

(Voices: Yes, Yes)
Adjournment

The. Assembly then adjourncd till 10 A, a0 on Thursday, the $rd
March, 1966, -

Shillong, : R. C. CHAUDHURY],

Secretary,

The 7th July 1966 | Legislative Assembly, Asiam.




