Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Comnstitution of India

TX; The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a.m.

on Thursday, the 17th March, 1966.

-t

PRESENT
-
Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, 5. L., Speaker in the
Chair, seven Ministers, two Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers and
sixty-three Members,
g8 e
4.
% QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
| STARRED QUESTIONS
d (To which oral answers were given)
Re: New Thana Buildings at Abhayapuri
,K. Re: <Progotibadi Janamat®, a Bilingual Newspaper

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked:

{ *62. Will the Minister-in-charge of Information and Public Relations
J be pleased to state—

(@)  Whether it isa fact that the Registrar of Newspapers for
India, New Delhi, referred the case of one Shri Paresh
Chandra Barua of Dhubri to the A. D. M., Dhubri on 22nd
October 1965 for obtaining a declaration in the prescribed
orm, in connection with publication of a bilingual news-
paper, namely, “‘Progotibadi Janamat’’ ?

i) (b) If so, whether and when the A. D. M. obtained necessary
| - declaration from the person concerned ?
- (¢) If not, why not ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

2nd November 1965 with the advice that in case the authority is satisfied
that the proposed title “Progotibadi Janamat” is not similar to the title
2 i ‘Janamat”, the declaration in the prescribed form and not in the form
k% submitted by the declarant on 8th October 1965 may be accepted.
A (b)—While the matter was under consideration, the declarant was
; arrested under D, I. Rules and was in jail with effect from 14th November
: » 1965. On his release, he was asked to select some other suitable name for
{ his wteekly Paper and to submit declaration in the prescribed form for authen-
tication, but Shri Barua has not submitted the same,
(c)—Does not arise.

I
: 62. (a)—Yes. The case was received by the A. D. M., Dhubri on the
I
i
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Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, may I know from t%e
hon. Chief Minister when he was asked to give the new name by the
Deputy Commissioner ?

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean the exact date ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, the exact date I do not
have with me.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, may I _know
from the hon. Chief Minister what is the reason for asking the editor to

rename the newspaper ?  Whether any legal or security implications are
involved in it ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, because there was another
Paper with almost a similar name.

Re: Scarcity of Corrugated Iron Sheets
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:

*63. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is aware that the people of Assam and
more particularly the people of the Urban Areas are
experiencing great hardship for want of C. I. Sheets ?

(b) If so, what steps Government propose to take to remove
such hardship ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied:

. 63. (a) & (b)—Government is aware of the hardship of the people.
This hardship is equally felt by the people all over the State. Since
Goverament of India have completely stopped production of G, Q. I.
Sheets for shortage of some of the ingredients for galvanisation, the State
Government haye alrcady requested Tron and Steel Controller for release
of black corrugated Sheets in lien of our outstanding orders of G. C. I,
Sheets to meet the requirements of the neople as far as practicable.

. Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, may I know from the hon.
g}lllmste,f when the Government of India stopped production of G. C. I.
eets
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Sir,it was stopped since 1962 when
the Chinese aggression took place,

. Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, may Iknow from the hon.
Minister when it s fact that Government of India stopped production of

G. C. I, Sheets since 1962, what alternative arrangement has been made
by the Government of Assam to meet the requirements.

‘Shrl RUPNATHBR‘AHMA: Sir, we have been frcm time to time;

ﬁztctg i mﬂk;’]lg 0ult:_lGema“"l-q to the Government of India. But we

een repeatedly told that they - i : iti ake fre'h
allotment. What il Y are not in a position to  mak

i i °y aredoing is that they are trying to meet our
requirement against the outstanding,




it

Y
|
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Sir, may I know from the

hon. Minister whether the allocations made by the Central Government to
the State Government have been lifted in ful]l ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, even after making the allotment

sometime supply cannot be made fully, Anyhow I want notice for this
question.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is whether the allocations made by the
Central Governmeat to the State Government have been lifted in full ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, even
the producers cannot give that quantity.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA - Sir, may I know {rom the

hon. Minister whether the Government of Assam has taken this matter in
the ministerial level ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA ; Sir, this was done at the Ministerial
level. Even our hon. Chief Minister took up this matter at the ministerial

level. ‘Chough they agreed to meet our requirements, they were not in a
POsition to implement it.

Mr. SPEAKER: What about the Black Sheets ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, the Black Sheets have started to
come,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE (Katigora) : Sir, may I

know f{rom the hon. Minister, since 1962 how much C. I. Sheets have been
allotted for this State ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, regarding this I want notice and
that was also asked by my friend Shri Barua. Sir, we have outstanding of
14,280 metric tons of G. C. I. Sheets agamst our Agricultural quota.

. Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, may I know from the hon.
Minister when there is an acute scarcity of C.I. Sheets and when Govern-
ment of India is not in a position to supply the required allotment, what

alternative arrangement Government proposes to take to meet the minimum
requirements of the State ?

Shri. RUPNATH BRAHMA: Sir, nothing can be said at ghis stage,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA. - Sir, the Tile Industry is
encouraged and one Asbestos’ Shaet Factory is also going to be stanted seon
at Kokrajhar. Besides the Regional Research Laboratory, Jorhat has
developed some process for manufacturing roofing materials from saw dust
and paper pulp.

Shri PULAKESHI SINGH (Somai): Sir, the hon, Minister has: stated
there is an outstanding of 14,280 metric tons against agricultural: quotas
1 could not understand what is meant by agricutural quota ? Does it
mean for agriculturists or Agriculture Department ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAXTMA : Sir, that is for the Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER.: What is the quantity for general quota ?

i Y i inst our
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, now we are getting aga
outstanding which is also agricultural quota. Out of Agricultural quota,

: : e
we are now trying to have some quantity of C. 1. Sheets for the general pu
lic and institutions.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture_)‘ 11
Sir, may I clarify the position? There is an agricultural quota of iron ma\tfarl‘1l
which includes C.I. Sheets for the Agriculture Depastment and for Agricul-
turists also. Since there is an acute scarcity of C. I. Sheets, the Agriculture
Department, after meeting the departmental requirements has been releasing
the balance of the quota to the Supply Department for distribution. Govern-
ment of India are not very happy about it. T hey desire that the Agricalture
Department should take over the distribution of this quota so as to avoid
distribution of C. I. Sheets to the non-agriculturists. It is seen that the
local authorities, including the Supply Advisory Boards, distribute more to the
general public then to the agriculturists. Therefore, the Government of
India had been insisting that this quota should be taken over by the
Agriculture Department and distributed in such a manner that it would help
food production and also conservation of Land.

Shri INDRESWAR KHOUND (Jaipur): May 1 know _what is the
difference as regards durability between the black sheets and white sheets ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : That I cannot say.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA - May I know whether any quota
is earmarked for distribution to the general consumers ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : No, Sir, there is no separate quota.
Distribution to consumers is done from the allotment made from the agricul-
tural quota.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA - May I know whether the agricultural
quota 1s given only for the purpose of godowns and not for dwelling houses ?

 Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : * Agricultural quota is to be
distributed to the agriculturists to help agricultural production, His resi-
dence also helps him in this matter, Although it is to be given for his
godown and such purposes which hel

A ] 1 P in his production activities there is
nothing which debars from giving fi

or constructing his house also,
~ Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi) : The
Minister said that after fulfilling the demands of the agriculturists the remain-
ing quota is distributed

for other purposes. May I know whether all
the demands of the agriculturists have been fulfilled ?

Shri MOJNUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : No, Sir.

—
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Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) : The 'IV[inister- said that the -
agricultural quota is to be distributed to the agriculturists, but is it a fac" that

so far the whols quanttity was kept by the Department for construction of
godowns, offices, etc. ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : First priority is given to
depart mental works, Departmental works include not only the works UF t_h_e
Agriculture Department but also of the allied departments like Co-operative
and Panchayat; I may give an example. The l"ancha_yat Departi'n.ent
decided to give subsidy for constructing a series of godowns in the rural areas
for helping procurement and for distribution of seeds, [ertilsers etc. to agricul-
turists. 5o we gave priority to this demand. In the same way, tllf;sc_ depart-
mental constructions, having connection with production get priority and
whatever thereafter remains is released to the Supply Department for

distribution to the agriculturist consumers, This is the only quota which is
available for distribution in the State.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North):  Are
Government aware that waile the people in this State are not getting
G. I. Sheets for constructing their houses, thous:nds and thousands
of bundles of Q, L. sheets i1 the nams of Industric_s, TEATT iy and;
package programme are lying unutilised for years in the godowns ¢

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: ! am not aware of that,

Shri DHANIRAM TALUKDAR (Barpeta): This problem of
supply of C. I. Sheets will never be solved, I had the privilege of
attending . a meeting of the C.I. Sheets Allotm=nt Advisory Committee.

M. SPEAKER : What is your question ?

Shri DHANIRAM TALUKDAR: My point is that the supply is
most inadequate to m

¢et the Demand. I found, Sir, that only 8 bundles of
G. L. Sheets were available for distribution to one mauza of 32 villages.

(4 Voice—What is his question, Sir ?)

Mr. SPEAKER :

His question is how can 8 bundles of C. I. Sheets be
€quitably distributed to

a group of 32 villages ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: It all depends on the availability of
C. I. sheets.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : Is the Minister
aware that due to diversion of C.I. Sheets from the agicultural quota
many of the Gram Sevaks quarters are lying incomplete for want of Q, I.
Sheets ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: It may be possible in a
particular subdivision if in that subdivision the agricultural quota had not
atrived orl it it Phad  arived ity A ot in sufficient quantity. But where

the agricaltural quota had arrived in sufficient quantity there should not
be any such difliculty,

Shri MOHANANDA BORA :
houses need some sorts of
view of the fact that the s
Government try to manufactu

In view of the fact that Assam type
roofing material like C.I. Sheets and alsg in
upply of C.I.sheets is quite inade

] ¢ adequate, will
re some kind of alternative roofing materias ?
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Mr. SPEAKER : That question has alrcady beenw replied to by
the Chief Minister.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): Does the requierment
of €. I. Sheets for counstruction of Government offices come within the
category of agricultural quota ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Normally not, but such
requirements are given consideration by the Agriculture Department
particularly if they are also connecied with the work of food production.

Shri RADHA KISHAN KHEMEKA (Tinsukia) : =2
Sifa “Atcaies Agriculture quota disiribution z%s 7 Bif 4 Tz
o4 #test ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : 4% 541 52 75l |

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): May I
know whether there is any separate educational quota ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Main consuming departments bring
C.I. Sheets directly from the Centre. P.W.D. is one of them.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: As there is great demand for
roofing materials in Assam and as the Government have not been able 10
provide alternative materials for roofing, will the Government consider
the desirability of setting up more then one asbestos factories in Assam ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries) :
One factory which was to have come into production has not been able to
do so dueto a quarrel with regard to the plot of land between the
company, the Railways and some village organisation there. So. Sir, the
one which was expected to come into production has been delayed. After
this comes into production we may consider sctting up any factory.

Mr. SPEAKER : Why didn’t you select an undisputed plot of land ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: That plot was suitable.
It had a railway siding. As you know, Sir, a railway siding would be
necessary. Therefore, that was a very good plot of land and the Forest
Department also agreed to give some land, but due to the quarrel this
delay has oecurred.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: May I know whether priority has been
given for manufacture of tiles on a large scale in the State ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PROSAD TRIPATHI: Yes, Sir

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN :; May I know whether the

possibility of using treated timber shingles has been explored by the
Department of Industries ?

Shl:i KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: It is nota question of
exploration. All over the world treated timber is used for purposes of

roofing. When I went to Italy I saw a series of houses with treat=d timber
roofing.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA.: May I know wherher the Khadi

and Village Indusiries organisation tried to establish a tile factory for
roofing purposes ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : (Minister,
Khadi and Village Industries) : == taws |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : At what stage 1s it lying ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 5 e 9 4=
T |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir may I know from the hon.

Minister what is the progress of the lactory, and what isthe quantity that
has been produced up till now ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : s et 59
A 3T

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN ( Karimganj-North): Sir, when

the Government cannot get C. T sheets, how does the black-marketeers
get them to sell them in the open markat 7 What is the source ?

-

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : 1t is best known to the hon. Member,
We have no knowledge from our side

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA - Sir, may I know from the hon.

Minister whether Government will consider to provide certain quota for edu-
cation and religious purposes ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Asa matter of fact the quantity of

C. I, Sheets which we get, has been given to the Director of Consumer
Goods for distribution to different institutions.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, is it a fact that in respect of

distribution of C. I. Sheets to religious institutions some discrimination is
going on ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : We have no knowledg of such things,

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY : ois, fitzs CLL

Sheets celfen Afafy, sasha fEiEs g aluminium sheets featg o
a7 FEACT 2

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA :

: Itis a decontrolled commodity and
we have no information about it.

Shri- ROTHINDRA NATH SEN : Sir,itis a tedicus job for hon.
Members as well as public in general to enquire about availability of (.1,
Sheets from the Govern.nent. Sir, why the Government cannot come up
with a Press Note that it will not be passible to supply C, I. Sheets ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : The proceedings will be there,
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Maulana ABDUL JALIL CHOWDHURY (Badarpur):

iR, sACaeh e i @ sEw b wepteq C. L. Sheets GF 76

e :
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : 6l @@ ot =12 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, will the Minister be pleased
to enquire about the source from which C. I. Sheets are available in the open
market ? :

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : We have no such infurmation. But if
the hon. Member can give some specific cases, we may enquire.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I can bring some specific

cases if the hon. Minister like to go to Jorhar where C. T. Sheets are available
in plenty in black-market.

Mr. SPEAKER: Give the information to the Minister in writing. I
am sure the hon. Minister will enquire about it.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, in the meantime, the C. T.
Sheets will be removed from the godowns.

Re: Scarcity of Rice at Gauhati
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked:

*64. Will the Minister-in-charge of be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware of the fact that Gauhati is
facing acute scarcity of rice for the last few months in spite
of increasing figure of paddy procurement by the Market-
Ing Society during this year ?

(b) I so, what steps Government have so far taken to improve the
situation ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied:

64. (a) —It is not a fact that Gaubhati is facing acute scarcity of rice for
the last few months.

(b)—Government are regularly supplying adequate quantity of rice
through Fair Price Shops and approved retailers.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigova): Sir, is it nota
fact that even in the last week the price of rice at Gauhati went high ?

Ehri RUPNATH BRAHMA : There is no chance of risein price of
vice at Gauhati. There is a Marketing Co-cperative Society and we have
sufficient number of Fair Price Shops, approved retailers and Consumers
Co-operative Stores. There is also flow of rice from the producing areas.
So, I do not think there is any such scarcity at Gauhati now.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, even in the second week of
February, the Gaubati Bar Association submitted 2 memorandum deman-
ding that there is scarcity of rice in Gaubati and
take immediate stepsin this direction ? I wo
Government is aware of this fact ?

urging Government to
uld like to know wheather
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have not received any such informa-
tion,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): Sir, whether the
Government is aware that the rice supplied at Gauhati is full of paddy ?
Whether Government will enquire into it ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: I have no such knowledg?. _Ii' tl_le
hon. Member can give us some specific cases we may enquire into it.

shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, the rice supplied by. ghc
Fair Price Shops or Approved Retailers are mixed up \_vith large quantities
of paddy. This paddy is wastage. Sir, will the Minister be pleased to
make an enquiry to save the national wastage in this way ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: Thais muter nuiy be looked into if we
get sample of such stuff,

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got any sample with you ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: I am sorry, I hive not goe
any sample at the moment.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, what is the monthly quota
of rice allotted for Gauhatf ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I want notice.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): 3ir, may I
know why the supply is inadequate to meet the demand of the people at
Gauhatj ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: So far information gocs, it is not
inadequate. _

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, will the Minister be
pleased to take personal interest in this direcrion instexd of leaving it to
the officers ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: [ may do it if the hon. Member
Co-Operate with me, L

Re: Tl‘aining in *‘0Qil Technology” and * Automobile Engineering
in Assam

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked:

*67. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whecher Government propose to open the subject of «Qil
Technology’” and “Automobile Engincering” in the
Engineering Colleges of Assam in view of rapid growth
of such Industries in the State of Assam ?
(b) If so, whether Government propose to take up the same in
the Fourth Five-Year Plan period ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister,
Education) replied :
67, (a) & (b)—
(i) Petroleumn Technology has two separated coursesi—
1. Petroleum Engineering (Production) and
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2. Petroleum Refining (Engineering).” On a previous occasilo_n
toe State Government proposed to Government f‘)f India
o accord thei: approval for introduction o_['lretrollleum
Engineering (Production) in Jorhat Engineering Co _e{ic,
Jorhat but Government of India declined in view of the
reason that the training facilities in Petroleum 'Il'echrlo-
logy existed in the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad
and the school can accommodate more trainees,
if occasion arises. A scheme for introduction of Degree
course in Petroleum Technology in Jorhat Engineering
College, Jorhat has, however, bezn proposed in the drait
4th Plan with 15 intake for consideration. :
(i) There is no Institution offering Degree course in Automobile
Engincering in India, except in Madras. A scheme for introduction
of Diploma course in Automobile Engineering at H. R. H., the P. O. W.

Institute, Jorhat with 30 intake has been proposed in the draft 4th Plan
for consideration.

Shri DULAL GHANDRA BARUA - Sir, may I know when the
Government of India has informed about this ?

: Shri_mati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Government of India’s
information was received on 8th Jupe. 1964.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gaahati): May I know from the
hon, Deputy M_inister whether any trainee from our State has been deputed
to _undergo trainicz in Petroleum Engineering at the Indian School of
Mines, Dhanbad in view of the existence of Refinery in our State ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Yes, Sir. In 1963 64
there was no application, in 1964-65 one Shri Prasanta Barkakoti was
deputed but he left for Loadon for higher training and in 1965-66 one
Shri Jugal Kumar Gupta has been. deputed and he is undergoing training.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Whaecther any seat ig reserved

for Petroleum Enginecring at the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad for
tramees from Assam ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI 'BARUA: Four icholarships are there
b'y the Assam Government for trainees of this State to the Dhanbad Ins-
titute, but there is no reservation uf seat there.

Sari MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): May I know whether

any sch_olarship has been offsred to any of our students for the Degree
Course in Automobile Engineering ?

Shrimati KOMAL KUMARI BARUA: No, Sir.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA - When Diplom course in Auto-
mobile Engineeri 18 1s proposed to be started in Assam ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: It is proposed to be
started in the 4th Plan at H. R, H. th=. P. O. W. Institute, Jorhat,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Considering the fact that our
Govacuinzat requive Perrolenm R :fining FEaginzers, has our Government
thousht it oroper to imoress unon the Govarnment of India for allowing
to open a course for this purpose in our Enginecring Colleges ?
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arimrti KOMAL KUMARI BARUA: The State Government
has already approached Government of Indiaand a scheme is under consi-
deration to be introduced for Dzgree course in Petroleum Technology in

% Jorhat Engine-ring College in the draft 4+th Plan.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Will Government be pleased
to consider the nscessity of havinz a Dezyree course in Automobile engi-
neering in our State, in our Engincering Colleges ?

Shrimati KOMOL MUMARI BARUA: It wiil belooked into,

Re: Widening, arphalting, etc., of Kamarbandha Road from
Jorhat to Golaghat

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked :

5 6. Will the Minister-in-charge of P.W. D. (R. & B.) be pleased to

state—-

ARY

- (a) Whether Government have received any repPresentation for
widening and asphalting of, as well as for construction
of footpaths on Kamarbandha Road from Jorhat to
Golagh'at by c nsidering the present heavy traffic (both
military and civil) ?

3 (b) If so, what steps Government have so far taken in this

! regard ?

(c) If not, why ?

Sh_ri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOIL [Minister of State, P. W. D,
R. & B.)] replied : #

b (G

~ (b)—The proposal has been included in  the’ tentative list of
4th Five-Year Plan which has not yet been finalised,
(¢) Does not arise.

_ Shri DULAT, CHANDRA BARUA: May I know from the hon,
Minister thag considering the present nced for widening of the road and
considertug that this road s mostly used by vehicles of Army personnel,
do not the State Government feel it a necessity to impress upon the

Government of 1ndia (o take up the widening and other works of this road
¢ by themselves ?

s Shri GIRINRA NATH G0GOI No, Sir, ths
under the consideration of tye Government.

re is no such proposal

Shri

 DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Whether it is a fact that such a
proposal is

with the Pelitical Department ? \

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: No, Sir,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : In view of the fact that this roag
is mostly used hy Military vehicles, do Govermen ~ousider i BToper to
p-approact the Government of India to at least bear 50 per cent of jgg ex

© diture lor widening, construction, etc. : S

4
e




812 OUESTIONS [17th March,

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOTI: That is not under consideration
of the State Government.

(Starred Question Nos. 61 and 66 were not put and answered as _thc
hon. Qusstioners were absent and Starred Question No. 65 being identical

with Starred Question No. 63, it was dropped).

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Re: Police Qutposts in Golaghat Subdivision

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokaghat) asked:
106. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that some Police Out posts are running for
many years in differen parts of Golaghat ?
(b) What are those Police Outposts ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to continue these Police Out-
posts ?

(d) Whether Government propose to continue the Police Outposts
at Kamargaon and Chomonigaon on a permanent footing ?

(e} If so, whether Government will take immediate steps to con-
struct the necessaty buildings for these Outposts during this

financial year, i.¢., 1965-66 ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replicd:

106. (a), (b) & (c)—At present there is only one Qutpost at Ghiladhari
under Golazhat Police Station in the Golaghat Subdivision, There are
however propasals for setting up two more outposts, one at Kamarbandha
under Golaghat Police Station and another at Ahatguri under Dergaon
Police Station.

by the existing staff under the
Kamargaon, Chomonigaon and
be retained so long as the law

At present three patrol posts manned
Superintendent of Police are functioning at
Boklai. These temporary patrol posts will
and order situation demands.

. (d)—As stated above there are no outposts at Kamargaon and
Chomonigaon. There are only two temporarv patrol posts at these two
P{a“‘-‘ pand there is no proposal for having permanent outposts at these
places :

taouznt it f€)—Does not arise.
to open a cc

&
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Re: Kabuliwallas in Assam

) Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokaghat) asked :

t07. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that there is incrcas; in the
number of Kabuliwallas in Assam and particularly in towns
£ and gardens of Assam ?

(b) Whether itis a fact they are connected mainly with money
lending business at abnormal rate ofinterest ?

: 3 (c) Whether there is any valid authority for their comiag and stay-
2. ing in Assam?
2 (d) Whether it is a fact that some Kabuliwallas work as Spies for
\ foreign countries ?
) 4 ~ Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHJA (Chief Minister) replied:

107. (a)—Two categories cf people, viz., the Afghn nationals and
persons who originally came from the Tribal Areas of the North West
Frontier Province now forming ‘part of Pakistan are generally known as
Kabuliwallas in this State. While the number of the former category is

gradually decreasing since 1962 the number in the latter category has
shown some increase.

(b)—Most of these two categories of foreigners are in reality

money lenders though some of them are ostensibly carrying on cloth and

: other business on credit. They are reportedly charging high rate of interest
from their debtors but no documentary evilence in support of that is

| available as they do not properly maintain the account of the money they
invest as loan, and they do not generally mention in their books the rate of

5’ - interest they charge and the debtors also do not come forward to complain

. about the high rate of interest charged in the transactions secretly entered
into by the parties

(¢)—The Afghan nationals like other foreigners can enter India with
travel documents, 7.e., Passports and Visas and they are recistered as foreig-
ners under the Registration -.f Foreigners Act, 1939 on their arrival at thejr
destinations. Eut the persons who came to India from the North West
Frontier Province before the introduction of Indo-Pak passport-cum-visa

system in October, 1952 are staying in India since then without travel
documents.

(d)-—No such instance has so far come to the notice of the Goye
ernment.



814 QUESTIONS [17th March,

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May I know from the hon.
Chiet Minister wh :ther in view of the fact that chese Kabuliwallas are crea-
ting havoc in our tea gardens, will Government take some steps to arrange
to offer these poor people loans at the time of need?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Actually these money lending
Kabuliwallas are exploiting the poorer section of cur people, such as, labou-
rersin our tea gradens. Their activity is seen in many other areas also which
are backward It is the palicy of the Government to save the poorer section
of the people from money lenders exploitation and give loan and for this
purpose credit co-operatives are being established.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): Whether Government
have devised some means so that these Kabuliwallas cannot charge exor-
bitant rates of interest from our people?

Mr. SPEAKER: Tncre is the Money Lenders Act.

~ Shri BIS‘W’ADEY SARMA : Considering the fact that this poor sec—
tion ol our people taking loans at high rate of interest cannot go to any Law
Court for redress of their grievance, will not Government devise other means
for that purpose ?

’ Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The people who are known as Kabu-
liwallas in Assam belong to two classes, one Afchans and the other Pakhtoons.
So tar as Pakhtoons are concerned there is no regisrration system for them and
as faras Afghans are concerned they have to register themseives. In course
of rencwal of their visas if anything against any of them comes to the notice
of the Governme.nt about unfair dealings or the like, their visas are not renewed.
Sir, you have rightly said that th= Money Lenders Act is there, but it is a
fact that 1.hese ~E{'axbuliwn.llas function in such a manner and exploit the
poorer section of our people in such a way that they’ cannot go to the «ourt
for relief. Therefore, it is a serious problem no doubt. [ may mention that
besides these Kabuliwallas even indigenous money lenders are exploiting the
poo erscclion of -our peiple. For solution of this problem credit co-opera-
1ives have to be organiged and strenghthened.

Re: Opium Addicts’ Treatment Centres
Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Dighoi) asked:
108. Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise be pleased to state—

(a) How many Opium Treatment Centres arein the State at pre-
sent and where these are located ?

(b) How many addicts liave been treated successfully so far ?
(please show the number Centre-wise) ?

.S(;lri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE {(Minister of Excise)
replied :

_ .108. (a) —There are 9 (nine) Opium Addizis” Treatment Cenires func”
tioning at present and these are located at the following places—

(1) North Iakhimpur,
(2) Chabua.

~——

l
1
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(3) Lekhapani,
(4)  Dhemaji.
(3) Diphu,

QUESTIONS

(6) Singimari (in Nowgong).

(7) Baithalangsy,
(8) Tangla.

(9) Rampur (in Kamrup).,

(b)—The following addicts have been treated successiully so

the different treatment centres since 1948-49 to

(1) North Lakhimpur

(2) Chabua

(8) Lekhapani
). Dhemaji

(O)E) i phuges
(6) Singimari
(7) Baithalangsy
(8) Tangla

(9) Rampur

Shri MOHANANDA BORA

AT-qgAte 04D

January, 1966 —

1,022
468
1,539
223
194
351
114

3
587

Total 4,431
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Re: Number of Opium addicts in the State

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Digboi) asked :

109. Will the Ministcr-in-charge

(a) Whether Governme
in the State a¢ present ?

, the number district-wise ?
whether Governme

(b) If so
(c) If not,

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER}EE (Minister of Excis

Number ?

109. (a), (b) & (c)—The

re is only

of Excise be pleased to staie—

L

ntis aware of the number of Opium addicts

nt will take steps to ascertain the

se) replied :

State.

But in 1962-63

one registered opium addjct in the

taken and the number ¢

1. Lakhimpur
2. Sibsagar ..,
3 Darrang @

& survey of the suspecte
Istrict-wise was

as Jollows :—

d opium addicts yas under-

4,703
1,239
348
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4. Nowgong 260

5 Kamrup ... 35

6. Garo Hills N}l

7. Goalpara... N

8. Cachar ... 18

9. United Mikir and North Cachar Hills 442

10. United Khasiand Jaintia Hills 111
Total PN 5204

—_— —

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria): 78 29 CF0E
Public 3 7zfa e staieiE =Ea 49 231

Mr. SPEAKER: % TS Public = #zim  “AtErera?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: (=it e ARG
Public o 7zla Afster | ARt @A AT AT fifRcecH

g A AR S Az AT

Dr. HOMLSWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): In reply

it has been stated that there is only one registered opium addict in the State,
2

may I know from which place he comes from and his name :
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This person is not he but she a
lady coming from Silchar.

d Shri Dwijesh Chandra Deb Sarma

Sir, you will appreciate that my frien
in the course of hardly two years

from Digboi offered his co-operation and
we treated about 1,539 cases.

Mr. SPEAKER: We arcnot concerned with question No.108.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, T am giving an cxample

only.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabor): <7 ba¥its
i <% o4 Wife o Sb g4 @R el TE A ziglRs @iy s

Sifir 4 Al T <E T SfCiAT FEEFHIE AT e ?

Myr. SPEAKER : Thatis a hypothetical question.
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora):  Sir, what
quantity of opium is consumed by this lady from Silchar i

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : ITall a tola per month and
she gets it directly from Gazipur Government Factory.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Where doesshe live, in the
village or in the town ?

Shir BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In Silchar town,
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Re: Erosiom at Gohaingaon

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabor) asked:

110. Will the Minister-in charge of P, W. D. (E. and D.) be pleased to
state what steps the Department is taking to prevent the erosion at Gohain -
gaon and at Neamati which are threatening the jorhat Town and other
densely populatec villages of Jorhat Subdivision ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P.W.D.,,
(Flood Control)] repiied :

.10.-—Sp far no anti-crosion measures have been taken at Gohalngaon
and Neamati by this Departmient.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : Sir, in view of the fact that large
areas of paddy field, villages and even the Jorhat Town have been threatened
by the Brahmaputra, will’ the Government be pleased to take up the protec-
tion works at Neamati and at Gohaingaon?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, as I have said in the
House earlier, anti-crosion measure is taken only if conditions are satis-
Gied, namely, f it is economic and secondly, if' it is technically feasible.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: Sir, is itnet a fact that if Neamati
is eroded then the Steamar ghat shall i.ave to be abolished which will affect
the economy of the people?

Mr. SPEAKER: It will not be abolished, it will be shifted.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Bir, may 1 know {rom the
hon.Minister whether it is not fact that some French Experts came to Neamati
in the month of Janvary and they advised to divert the current from this bank
to other bank and if so whether the Government has taken any step ?

Shei MOINUIL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, it will be better to

' divert this question to Inland Water Transport Department.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, this is
in experimental stage. No conclusion has been arrived at.

Re: Bor-Ali near Gohaingaon

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOT (Titahor) asked:

111. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (E. and D.) be pleased to
state—
(2) Whether it is a fact that the height of Bor-Ali near Gohain-

gaon is being raised as a retirement bund of the Gohaingaon
breash ?

(b) If so, how many kilometers are to be raised (from which point
on the east and to which point on the west) ?
L ]

(c) What is the estimated height of the Bor-Ali to be raised ?
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t(d) What is the estimated amount of money allotted for Bor-Ali
improvement ?

(e) Whart is the target dat> to complete the works of Bor-Ali ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control, etc.) replicd:

111. (a)—A rctirement from Gohaingaon to J. 5. Road which follows
¢he Bor-Ali for scme leagth is under construction.

36 Kilometers starting from the Railway linc on the et

(B)

towards west.
(c)—Awverage height of the embankment along Bor-Ali will be

15 feet.
(d)—Rupees 10,68,365 is the probable cost of this work.

(e)—Expected to be completed by the end of April next.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: Sir, is it oot a fact that the Gohai-
gaon Bunds which was constructed during th last :ainy season is also raising
its heights ? =

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: This is a different question.

Re: Abolition of tuition fee for Zlasses IV to VI in M. E: and
H. E. Schools.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOS YAMI (Kamalpur) 'asked:
112, Will the Miaister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the tuition fec for classes IVto VI in M.E. and
"H.E. Schools has been abulished ? 5
(b) If so when?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Edacation) replied :
112. (a)== No.

b)—1It is proposed to provide free education for i
CIQSSES.IV to VI in the High and M.E, Schools of the gtatl‘:oiflstt?githglrll’: %
period in a phased manner, The phasing is as follows— 2

- 196667 free education for girls in Class IV.

1967-68 free education for girls in Class IV of Classes IV z
* 1968-69 free education for girls in Class IV of Classes IV "tl;dv‘;',
i { and boys in Class IV.
1969-70 free education for girls in Class IV For girls of Classes IV to
: it VI. and boyeof Classes IV & V.
1970-71 irec education for girls in Glass IV for both boys and girls
upto Class VI.

9
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Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: What additional amount
will be involved if the scheme is implemented ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister
Education): Rupees 29:05 lakhs.

‘ Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Joxhat): Will the hon. Deputy
: Minister be pleased to state whether this scheme will be introduced in the
girls schools or it will be iniruduced in the boys schosls also ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Boys schools also will be
-e included,

Re: Rehabilitation of landless, flood and erosion affected

. V‘ﬁ’ people of Golaghat Subdivision.
-2 Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA {Bokalhat) asked :
* 113, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—-
(a) Whether Government requicitioned some lands at Numali-
garh, Thuramukh and Murphulani T. Es. for rehabilita-
1 tion of the landless, flood and erosion affected people of
2 Golsghat Subdivision. i
(b) Whether the requisitioned lands were already distributed
Sk to some deserving people? e
' (c) How many familics were selccted for the purpose of giving
lands?
(d) Whether Government directed the selected families te

deposit certain amount for giving them lands?
(e} How Government propose to allot  the requisitioned lands
to those landless, flood and erosion affected people?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS Miniiter of State, Revenue) replied :

113. (a)—Yes.
‘ (h)—Not yet.
(€)—480 families, .
g (d)—-Yes.
(e)—At the pate of 8 bighas per family.

Re: Settlement of land to the food victims of Pur.nigudam in
Sibsagar Suhdivision

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:

114. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased toc state—
(a) Whether Government have already setiled some flood viciims
of Puranigudam of Jakaichuk Mouza, Sibsagar Sub-
division ?
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(b) Whether it is afact that some of them were asked to seftle
at Charaideo, but possession was not given to them ?

(c) If so, why they were taken to Charaideo ?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue) replied:

114. (a)—Not yet.

(b)—As per decision of the Sibsagar Land Settlement Advisory
Cemmittee, the flood victims of village Puranigudam were allotted land
in Charaideo Requisitioned grant; but possession of tte land could not
be made due to encroachment by some people. While the encroachers
were  being  evicted by the Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar oune Shri
Manbahadur had moved the Hon’ble High Court who had stayed the
eviction as well as settlement of the flood victims.

(c)—Does notarise in view of the reply to question (b) above.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE (Katigora): When the deci-
sicn was taken ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Long ago in 1950.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: What action has be n taken
to evict the encroachers ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: When the order of eviction was passed,
some of the encroachers filed appeal and these appeals are now betfore the
High Court. Some of the encroachers have been removed

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): What alternative
arrangement has been made for the settlement of the people ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: We are trying to get land in some other
areas.

Re: Rehabilitation of families uprooted by flood and erosion in
the District of Goalpara

Dy. GHANASHYAM DAS [North-Salmara (Reserved for Sche-
duled Casties)] asked:

115. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) How ymany people have been upr.ootecl by flood, erosio_n and
by acquisition in the Subdivision of Goalpara during the
year 1964 and 1965 ?

(b) How many of them have been rehabilitated till now ?
(c) Why the restthave not yet been rehabilitated ?

(d) Whither Government js aware that many uprooted families
are still lying on the Public Works Department Road
side and on the Bund ?

(e) When these families will be rehabilitated ?

(f) Whether Government

; propose to rehabilitate cheni vefore the
next rainy season ?
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue) replied :

I15. (a)—1125 families have been uprooted by flood and erosion

during the year 1964-65. No families have been uprooted by acquisition

during this period.
(b)—833 families have been rehabilitated.

(c)—The rest affected people were allotted khas land elsewhere
but due to their unwillingness to shift from their original places they could
not be rehabilitated.

(1)—Yes. Some affected families at Lengtisinga Bazar are still
living in the temporary sheds constructed on Public Works Depariment
road side butnone on the Embankment and Drainage bund.

- (e)—Efforts are being made to rehabilitate them before the
rainy season sets in.

(f)—-As in answer to question (e) above.

Re: Construction of a road from Bhatgram to Telekhalerpar
in Karimganj Subdivision

Shri ROTH.NDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj North) a.ked:
116. Will the Minister P. W. D. (R. and B.) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that in the year 1962 Government 1cceived
proposal from the questioner for construction «f a new
2 miles road from Bhatgram village to Telekhalerpar village
of Karimganj Subdivision ?

(b) Whether a survey alignment had also been made by the Exe-
cutive Engineer, P. W. D. (R. and B.), K arimganj division?

(c) What is the present positicn of that proposed road now ?

(d) Why the road has not been taken up finaily for construction ?

(e) Whether Government will take up this read now ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI |Minister of State, P. W.De
(R. & B.)] replied:

116, (a)—Yes, it;was received for consideration under the 3rd F inance
ommission Award.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—It has not been selected finallv for construction unde: the
programme,

(d)—Due to shortage of fund and low priority assigned by the
member concerned. '

(e)--There isno such proposal at present.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN: Sir, this road is a very small one
and it will connect some underdeveloped areas. So will the Public Works

glcpartmem kindly take up this particular road during the 4th Five Year
an ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Sir, due to the paucity of fund
it will not be possible to take up this road ? :
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Re: Construction of a bridge at Siddheswar Ferry Ghat in Gachar

Shri RAMPIRIT RUDRAPAUL (Hailakandi) asked:

117. Will the Minister-in-charge, P. W. D. (R. and B.) be pleased'tc
state— : y
(a) Whether there isa proposal for construction of a bridge at
Siddheswar ferry ghatin Cachar ?
(b) If so, whether any tender has been called for ?
(c) The parties which submitted tenders and to whom the work
has been allottzd ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH CGOGOI [Minister of State, P. W. D.
(R. & B.)] replied:
117. (a)- Yes.
(b) —Yes.
(c)—IDoes not arise as tenders have not yet been received.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE (Katigora): What was the
last date of receiving the tender ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOIL: 3ist March, 1966.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): What is the
total amount involved ?

Sari GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Rs.92 lakhs.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When the tender was issued ?
Sari GIRINDRA NATH GOGODI: This infhrmation is not with me.

Re: Establishment of an Inspection-cum-Dalk Bungzalow at Dasgram
in Noith Karimganj

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Kirimganj North) asked:

118. Will the Minister of P. W, D. (R. & B.) be pleased to state —
(a) Whether Governmeat propose the establishment of an
Inspepctxon-(:um-Dak Bungalow at Dasgram, North Karim-
ganj ? :
(b) If so, when ?
(¢) 1If not, why ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [ Minister of State, P. W. D,
(R. & B.)] replied: - ;
118.(a)-—There is no such proposal, '
(b) & (c)—Does not arise.

Re: Section III of Kamalpur-Borka Road
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:
119. Will the Minister of P. W. ID. (R. & B.) be pleased to state—
(a) What amount out of Rs.1,10,000 sanctioned for Section ITI of
Kamalpur-Borka road at the end of the 2nd Plan brought as
spill-over work for the Srd Plan was spent for that section
of the road ?
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(b) © Wiat was the exponditure incurred for bridges and culverts
and for earthwork out of that sanctioned amount ?

(c) What is tlie unspent amount out of the sanctioned amount ?

(d) Why the r0ad has not been completed in the portion falling
in  village Borka connecting the Chungsari-Chesamukh
road ?

(e} Whether the amourt saved has been diveried 1o some other
road and if so, to what road ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [ Minister of State, P. W. D.
(R. & B.) ] replied :

119. (a) —=The amount of the sanctioned estimate is Rs.1,15,300. As
the road was taken up at the fag end of the 2nd Plan, no expenditure could
be incwired duriag tha: period — However R5.80,619 has been spent up-to-
date.

(b)—Rupees.69,600 for bridges and culverts and (2) Rs 8,785 for
carth-works.

(c)—1Rs.36,915.

1d)— Due to iradequate allocation of funis, under the 3rd Plan.

(e)—No, the unspent amount ol the estimate will be spent in the
4th Plan for the completion of the saume work,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Will the Minister be pleaszd
to see that at least some temporary Lridge is constructed over the river ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOT: I will look into the matter.
Re: Consiruction of Jalimura Changsari Road

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

120., Will .the Minister-in-charge, P. W. D. (R.&B.) be pleased to
state —

(a) What amount of the total amwount of R 93,000 ajlotted to
the jalimura-Chargsari Road has been utilised for cons-
truction of the road during the last five years ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that this locality is without any road
and no vchicular traffic even bullock carts can enter
into the area for want of roads and also due to the rivers
over which there is no bridges ?

(c) Whether the bridges and culverts have been constructed in the
portion of the Road taken over by the P. W. D. during
the 3rd Five Year Plan period ?

(d) Whether the un-utilised amount earmarked for the road has

~ been diverted to some other road and if so to what road
: and what is the amount diverted ?

(€} Whether the bridges and culverts will be completed within

the year 1965.66 2

Shri' GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Minister of State, P, W. D
(R.&B.)] replied:

120. (a)—Rupees 42,447:00 has been spent upto date, out of ¢}
estimated amount of Rs.93,000 for this road, : bas
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(b)-—Ma.y be.

y__The culverts have been completed and no w

. orks
bridges could be d?nc as yet due to paucity of fund. Ll

(d)—No, the unspent +mourt of the estimate will b il
for the completion ol the wo{k in the 4th Plan. ; ; oy

(e)—":lon. Member is referred to see (c) above.

Re . Consiruction of Rangiya-Darranga Road

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

|21, Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (R.&B.)

be pleased to state—

(a) What amount out o' the total amount of R=.1,00,000 allotted
to lRangl)éa D.lrralnga R ,ad for construction of bridses and
culverts during the Third Plan period I Jes 4

: = crio 1as be
up till now ? P en utilised
(bygihatsate the bridges and culverts constructed so far on the
. ;.o;,:.d and what amount has been speat in each of them ?

(¢ \\h.e_mcr the unutilised z2mount allotted to this road has i
diverted to some other project and if so, to what project ?

Shei GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Minister of State, Publi
Department (R%.B.)] replied: [Minister of State, Public Works

121. (a)—-Rs.-’F?,“?sZ-OO.
b) —Bridge Nos.4[1, 4/3, 2/2, and 22/1 have been recons
. i o S < tructed
at a cost of Rs.47,032 00. Ixpenditure on indi':fidual item is not aviilable

with the Department.
(c)—The unutilised amount has not yet been diverted to any

ether project.
Re: Misappropriation from the Lahoal Anchalik Panchayat Fund

Shri NILA KANTA HAZARIKA (Derg Res
duled Castes) asked: (Dergaon, Reserved for ‘Sche-

122. Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that scveral thousand of Ru
misused or misappropriated two or three year D e
Lahoal Anfciahalik Pantghayat Fund and Govzmn:ena;g:rdiﬁen;
recovery of the same fro
B el m some of the members of the Ap.
(b) If so, what is the amount ? Whet
2 Wla memgler Ic)af‘ tl}g Anchalik P;lrfcﬁ:.;atthg person at fault was
¢) Who was the President of the Anchalik Panch
he took any action for recovery of the :gzuiia; Edifthetier
(d) Whelther. the then Vice-President of the Anchalik Panch
W.J\fl.()llsdl'!.OW the President of the Anchalik Pancha ayat
(o) H o ";. i thledmaﬁter ? If so, to what extent ? YAt i
ow long it would take the Governm AL
and to deposit it in the Panchal,;;t ‘;‘.’I‘:néo? realise the money
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realised.

: 25,5 g IfF wjafas
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. Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA /(Deputy  Ministeé Panc-
hayat) replied ; i sl

122. (a) & (b)—Yes, an amount of Rs. 7,125°75p. was misused by
certain members of the Anchalik Panchayat, in the year 1962. . .-
(c)—Shri Sibeswar Barua was the President’ of the Anchalik ‘Pan-

chayat and he was also one of those who were held liable: for ‘misuse of the
money. 3

(d)—No. It appears from the proceedings of the Anchalik Panchz.l-
yat that the then Vicc—i’resid-:nt who 153 towihe: President of the Anchah_k

Panchayat opposed the transaction. .

(e) —A sum of Rs. 1,500 has so far been realised. Necessary action
is being taken to realise tne balance amount as soon as possible. .

Shrimat! LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahoal) : €255 Trzivas
TSIT 1705 7 BT iy Misuse ooy | CTCATD,  FAA  aicziatE
‘3?373‘33.:’[??1/7173{!’?3;21:‘5.1 931T  7[wiEq eAqcs A% SfEbihl, SieHas. 4719
% VFIE AsliTr o0 Alin 7 Al qUE e ity

. Shr: DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA | siefie s
Jelad Frealdier wffem) [ wms 45 ozl tafd S @bl e
U 48 T2 U2f6A | wInam a9l TaE ST 49T Gz elafe
ALGT. (ST Budgets  wami . -Tiem. 95w - .’:[?.i:fﬁfﬁ}' fespais. azwm

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): thit steps

the Goveramen: have taken to realise the lost'amount ?

7' Shr: DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIZA £ 78/ 1he Presidentand the
members were made Jjointly responsiblé ‘and a sum! of Rsi15,500 has been

Shiimati LILY SEN GUPTA: w0 wrdts Sigect

£NZ. 2[JET @49, 57 Syl wimg wAr (iFmd Ffa7a T3 <5 A sessment

% P.W.D 7 S.D.0 & s %71 & 2z 20

~»Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA ‘«cwasa Asse s-
ment FHE T Aqfoq1  wxfies  dwmer b Sub-Committee
Az a2 Praty s ete foogs) SO RO AT AR ek Czfe=
i 9919 T259tF 5w @ty i ) RSN
.- Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA : 42 =il fimifis 177 @

TSI Tehe (9E, TGt bay 13RS el

AT
FA FAE Fbicae

'/Shri DEVENDRA - 'NATH " HAZARIKA: e
ABRST 125 4fbret wiv qum s Freatdel M |

ST EiaT

(]

_Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA: < wisfim o Ttife

P - ufaE ety
9fa1 e Ffafgar o Wb
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: wzga 4973
FfeT atdlfe sfifga 7@ ¥4 Proceedings © cAtm ¢T3 |

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA : 7zgm +f4s73s Proceedings
sA 3fF BARE ACRiACA tF0E ; (oTRCA A2 ¥4 Afars anziaE  wiwEEw
S[BRTHIE SACE (T CT0Z ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : =% 1zg0 473
g4 afa st W2, 7% Proceedings © cFita wife <fafa Sad a2

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA: (wifi fafieia sledalz ¥
@ 23t fFEE ABAE s 12 A Afga Aie 2y oforetcs's
aidfig e | 32 @t @ GIR sl e zfed AF agq A9
wife FfafEa | '

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: @2tk Sf20
orftess ote agw  TwmE f@idte sfifta | @ @Iem Te2 O1-
Sfs faeifte sffea otales miftgr g gotzfs frm oxfeE |
setarsl facalfiel A AFAF FdlR g GcAtal AFaF jointly and
severally a1 T 23 | '

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA: 3w wfsfie selwcs = 36
e wtdfe FRGa, 32 wfd3 Atane fy detre Retet @8 551 wlFiy
FfA0A A MMAICE WM Ff9 affg frfem ? ;

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: <i%5 cfocebs
wdqs w5 frm ifzd | i AFa Aerz o [AEdst O AEE o
nFag edds (2 bz frm 2fva | fiatste T Awas JORMRS fim
74 |

1 AeaaMmz AFARS 475 TR s g FREE @8 [{EET
Jointly =t Severally T Tty

Re : Outstanding Forest Revenue in North Lakhimpur Range
Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) asked :

123. Will the Minister, Forests be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that in North Lakhimpur
Range about 3 lakhs of rupees is outstanding as Ferest
Revenue from 1948 to 1965 ? ' s

(b) If so, how this big amount accumulated ?

(c) Whether these are amounts, defaulted by Forest Mahaldars
or other individuals ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Minister, Forest) rcpiied :

123. (a)—VYes. The total amount of outstanding forest revemue from
1948 upto 1965 is Rs.2,66,931.
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(b)—The reasons for accumulation are given below :—

(1)>The amount of Rs.96,894'04p. is to be realised from other
Gevernment Departments including Railways on account of royalty on
timber, sand and gravels. Since these are to be realised by book adjustments,
certain delay is involved in adjusting the account.

. (2) An amount of Rs.42,238:57p. is to be realised from the past
sand Mahaldars mostly on account of non-collection of the minimum quota.

(3) The balance amount is made up of dues on cane mahals
clephants, coupe kists, fish=ry mahal, royalty on timber, ctc. In many cases
action for realisation has already been initiated,

(c)—uvide () above.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JBE (Katigora): Sir, since such
a huge amount has been outstanding from 1948 to 1965, may I knew what
steps Government Department has taken to realise this amount ? 4

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY : Sir, Government are taking all steps
to realise it. My information is that certain book transfer hag still to be
done and the process is being continued to ‘realise the amount and for the
others we are going to realise it through Bakijai proceedings.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): May 1 know from the

Deputy Minister-in-charge of Forest for what reason the amount has
accumulated for such a long time ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY : Sir, this is a matter of book transfer
from one Government to another. I am giving some .information. Because
of the ‘extension of the new railway line the Railway Department extracted
seme sands and gravels and for this it is only a matter of book adjustment
between one Government and another and that is why my reply was that
1t was in the process of adjustment. We are starting Bakijai proceedings

against the balance amount. Therefore, I do not think very much irregula-
rity has been done by Government.

Re :Implementation of the Adhiar Ace

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for Sche.
duled Castes) asked :

124, Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Adhiar Act has been implemented successfully -
in the State ?

(b) Ifnot, what are the difficulties in implementing this Act ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that many land owners are still
realising half the quantity of paddy from the (Adhiar)
producers ?

(d) If so, why action is not taken against such land owners ?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue) replied :

124. (a)—The Assam Adhiar Protection and Regulation Act, 1948 hag
been breught \into force in all Plains districts of Assam. For successfiy] and
effective implementation of the Act, Adhi Conciliation Boards have heep
established in each of the Anchilik Panchayats with representatiyes from
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the land-lords and tenants It has bem nonced . that both the land-lord

and tenants have, come to the Boprd for redress. A _large number of cases

have been amicably settled in , these: Boards, wh,ch shows that the Act has

been effective to no mean cxtcnt in rcgd'd‘[ulﬂ‘ ‘and shar:ng of the crops and

in pro;c:tm‘r the tenants.
* (b)—No specifie duhcuipe; Fla.lVC been D;oiugl_w.y to the notice of the

bovern.ment i BRI e i el
(c)—-Gove;nme;h ha.q no= ‘received, apy such information.
(d\—DOCS norl ar 1§C} 05 I\ (9 b | I

bindii
la ll

Shri RUPRAM SUT (Nowzons) : ‘it may. L know from the hon.
Minister concer ned thc total mlmbcr Of(‘(i.SL,:, 50 fnl ‘;L*tlc_i under thc, Adhiar
Act ? Har T Ll .~,_..;._ TAHE AQ :

T

Shri RADHTKA RAM \DAS :1.Sic; L. have not-got. the ot ratinn

with we now. £ 1veD il Wi q | & 1
“Shri SARAT CHt \NBRA' :)SW‘XMI - (Ratablpie) -
“oify FblEIEET A 2 e :m—; 31 i . 0

Shri RADHIKA RAM st &7, zb lysirmgzi
1 i THER i { y
Shri RUPRAM SUI’ Sn‘,‘ who are the m? m‘\ch of thc A dhi
Conciliation Boards ? ¢
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS ¢ Oﬂc I’LP1»= gatagive of . the. tcuants’
‘one rcnrcsentatwe of thc l“ncllords and thc S.D.C.. of the Circle.. .
3 l I ‘. "
Shri DEVENDRA NA’"H SARMA (Gauhaﬂ) .r, how far +hf.
'lmp]cmentatton of the Adhw Act Las bcncﬁted the tenas :t5~ 1ol swer 4
ol (: j H { 2 ‘
’ =
% Shri R&DHIK& RAM DAS : Q:mﬂ be 1efic hag: been rea )::d by chis
people, but it has not been very sncc::ssmﬂv Implemr*mc]

Shri SHRIMAN PRAFULLA GOSWAMI ('\Talba.ranest) : When

the Adhi Conciliation Boards have been con= utute iL I'lSt P
bolph

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS Su‘ I want notlce
’ © 8

i iuei DEVENDRA NATH SARMA 1. Sir, since_the Minister has just
now 8aid that the imple nentation ofth” Act 15 hot very successful may
call 1t unsucc:essful P T ! 4

ol

~ Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : No, Sir.’

Callmg Atientnon to a matter of urgent Pablic Importauce—-
Devastating Fire at Jorhat Towmn on 24th/Februagyyclf66 jwd2

Shri TARAPADA. BHATTAGHARJEE (Katigova)dT-Mr) Sf,eakcr
“Sir, on behalf of Shii Dulal'Chandra Barna and myselfiIc »l:al] theoaitention
‘of our Reévenue Minister to thc: deva;tatlnﬂ' ﬁrc that br@kw ouwats ‘ijorhat

“ion the 24th of February 1966. it a1 Mo Birs i bolil ke

{
I
{

o
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the last season was also good. It is difficult to forecast this year’s pro-
duction of Autumn rice, as sowing has not yet started. If the Autumn and
Spring paddy be successful then with the improvement of wheat supply
and procurement of the targeted amount of 125 lakh maunds paddy, we
hope to meet cereal requirement of the State.

As in previous years the Apex Co-operative Marketing Society has been
functioning as the sole procuring agent of Government. Up to 6th March,
1966 they have beem able to procure 41,75,825 maunds paddy against
procarement of 43,44,605 maunds in the corresponding period of the last
year, The shortfall in precurement up to the first week of March, 1966 has
been a little over 1,68,000 maunds. :

The prices of rice and paddy have gone high in quite a number of
places, particularly, in Dhubri, Goalpara and Barpeta Subdivision and in
Nalbari and Tihu areas of Gauhati Subdivision. The price went up very
high in Dhubri and Kokrajhar Subdivisions during September, 1965 and
remained so till the end of November, 1965. This abnormal rise in price
was mainly due to unsuccessful harvesting of Ahu in Goalpara District and
high price of paddy in adjoining aeas of West Bengal. Even in Kokrajhar
Subdivision, which is normally a surplus area, acute scarcity was felt during
these months. Government had to rush 61,000 quintals rice to these two
Subdivisions from other districts. This rise in price coupled with the less
production of winter sali paddy during the current year, created a psycho-
logy of scarcity ; and once an atmosphiere of scarcity emerges, there is a
tendency on the part of the growers, traders and consumers to aggravate
the situation. Thes: facts, to my mind, were primarily responsible for
continuous high price of paddy in Gealpara district, even in the post harvest
period. The big growers and hoarders are prone to hold back their :tocks
in expectation of stiil higher price in the lean months.. This caused a serious
setback to our procurement efforts. A repercussion of it was also felt in
other areas, and the procurement has been low, gince the middle of
February, 1966. Government have, therefore, decided to build up good
stock of paddy and rice in the deficit areas'and to maintain supply through
as many fair-price shops as necessary and simultancously corden of the
deficit areas. Accordingly, 33,000 quintals paddy have been ordered to
be moved to Dhubri Subdivision and 25,000 quintals to Goalpara Sub-
division from other districts. More than half of this quantity has already
been received in these two subdivisions. Arrangement has beem made to
maintain this flow in the coming months also. Direction has been given to
the local officers to firmly enforce the price control in all_ areas throughout
the State. Iree movement of paddy within a district is allowed upto 5
maunds, but movement of paddy in bulk quantity is not allowed without
permits from the comp:tent authority. The hon. Members will agree with
me that price control and procurement are only possible by cordoning of
the surplus areas from the deficit pockets. Supply in the deficit areas is
being maintained through the controlled agency from Government stock,
This ensures against rise in price of paddy in surplus 'areas and also in the

deficit pockets.

As a measure against smuggling of paddy outside the State, adequate
number of check-gates have been set up and patrol parties deplt;ycd along
the border of the State. Necessary Police help for maintaining 4 difficult
check-gates has been requested for., The V.D.P. Organisations too have
been requested to assist the Supply Staff in the enforcement work. The
Railway ' Police and the Supply Staff in the Kamrup and Goalpara Districts
have been instructed to check smuggling of foodstuff by rail routes. Order

[
w

L]
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under D.I. Rules has been issued

831

requiring all persons holding a - stock
of more than 100 maunds of paddy and rice to declare their stock. The

local officers have been checking the stocks and wherever undeclared stock
has been found, the stock has been seized and the hoarder js prosecuted.
In all districts and subdivisions special enforcement staff has been posted to
keep strict vigilance and several cases of hoarding and black-marketing have

been detected and steps have been taken to prosecute the offenders uander
the special court provisions.

Government have statutorily fixed the minimum and maximum price
of different varieties of paddy and the ex-mill price of rice, The Apex
Co-operative Marketing Society purchases paddy at the minimum price
and they are required to deliver it to Government golowns or to the
mill gate at the maximum price. In addition, they are allowed Rs.1-68
paise per quintal as transport and other incidental charg s.

Hon’ble Members are aware that this State depends entirely on the
imporied wheat for its requirement of wheat products. There was acute
difficulty in wheat supply upto the end of January, 1966 and the monthly
allocation made to Assam was reduced to 3,000 tonnes for chakki mills
and 3,000 tonnes to the roller flour mills against ~ur requirement of
12,500 tonnes for chakki mills and 6,000 tonnes for roller flour mills,
The situation has since improved and our allocation in March has been
raised to 8,000 tonnes for chakki mills and 7.000 tonnes for the roller

flour mills. Itis expccted that the release will be f urther increased in
the coming months.

Government of India make a bulk allocation of wheat to the State
Government and the State Government make sub-a'location to the
different Deputy Com missioners and the Sub-divisional Officers according
to their requirement. The Deputy Commissioners and the Sub-divisional
Officers allot wheat to the different chakki mills in their areas and issue
atta through fair price shops, consumers co-operative stor.s and approved
retailers. The allocation of wheat to the roller flour mills is made directly
by the Government of India. The product of roller flour mills is
sub-allocated by State Government to different districts and the local
officers issuc it through their nominees as decided by them,

As regards other essential commodities, salt, sugar, pulses and mustard
oil, Government have decided to maintain, in its accounts, one month’s

requircment of the State. At present Government have the following
quantities of ‘the above articles in their buffer stock.

Salt ce. 9,963 tonnes
Sugar o ... 6,845 tonnes
Pulses ineluding gram ... 1 ,515 tonnes
Mustard Qil ... 2,988 tonnes

It has been further decided to turn over this stock every alternate
month.: As  pulses, salt and mustard oil are not controlled commoditjes
we have to buy it in the open markets of the producing  States and
Government have decided to issue it at the pre

: S valing markes price in
our States 30 long our eeomomic price is higher than ‘the market price,
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Mr. SPEAKER: According to rules such kind of statement cannot
be discussed by any question without a substantive motion. By a sub-
stantive motion the statement can be discussed. I hope some motions
vill be coming forward.

Now, next item—Shri Bahadur Basumatari.

Gesieral Discussion of the Budget

Shri BAHADUR BASUMATARY (Panery, Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes): @97 Tzlm, TATE TleTz  Sobv-ba
(PO [ B B (4 I‘m:. §fa0e SfF Aty (otdeT 4maln @aizeg 1 9
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Mr., SPEAKER : Now Shri Dulal Chandra Barua.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Speaker, Sir, at
the very outset I want to offer my thanks to the hon. Gi_nci‘ Minister for
p-esenting a surplus budget very tactfully and intelligently just to hoodwink
this august Houre, as well as public in general,

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘Hoodwink’ is an unparliamentary word in respect
of a Member.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Then, Sir, itis actually surnris-
ing to note that last year the budget deficit was shown to be npre than
Rs.10 crores and the then Finance Minister had taken a plea that, for the
implemeantation of che revised pay s-ales this d=ficit hal been shown. But
so far as my knowledge goes till wolay the entire employees of the Siate
Government have not been given the full ben:hts of the revised pay scales.
Majority of them are still to get their 1.cvi_sct_‘l Pay scales. Now,
Sir, apart from that also tne one-man Uomaission appointed by the
Government of Assam last to looknto tae anomalies and  other thin, has
not yet submitced its repore.  That report is still in the mother’s  wonib and
nopody knows when it will come out, and for the t{rolungation of the Com-
mission, I think, the Government wll also have to incur a huge expenditure.
It will ulso add another amount of huge expenditure if Government sincerely
imple m 'nts the recommendation of the saicl_Gotll'nllLSSion. _Now, Sir, it is
surprising to nste that the hon., Chief Minister has totally ignored
significant thing and has prescnted intelligently a surplus budget,
from that 1t is evi lently clear, this budget is an incomplete budget for
you are fully aware of the fact, Sir, that we the Members of the
had staged a ‘Walk Out’ ou tae day of its presentation in the I"ICusg, because
it had not embedied the actual picture of the Budget provisions i respect of
the autonomous hills districts and it had not incorporated the Proceedings of
the D.scrict Councils. During the year’s Badcct which was presented by the
Chief Minister on the other day no effect ol the revision of
‘The hon. Chief Minister has shown this budget as surplus so tactfyll Just to
mnaks electioneering one and theiefore I must texm thisas an electioneering
budget, and with this election trick they are guing to play with the peopl?a
as the next gen=ral election is coming near. Sir, I can tell the hon. Mem-
be:s of the august House that though this bu(-._lget has been shown as surplus
new. later on when the deficits will occur during the Anancial year, the hon.-
Chief Minister will sure by come up with suppl-mentary d. mands for a few
cror:s of rupees for the approval of this House just before 1he epg of the
financial year. If the tax collection machinery 1s augmented, the Goyepn-
ment can surely give some financial benefit to the lowpaid employees of the
Government as was given by the Central Government from out of their
ping up of the tax collecrion, Sir, during the last budget discussion, the
Fimance Minister staied thae the additional expenditure that would have
to be incurred for givine effect to the revised pay scales would be more than
5 erores of rupees every year. Aparg from chat a huge arrear in respact of
pay sci les is still peading before the Government toj meet and even then. |
am rather surp rised to note how the hon. Chief Minister has come forward
with a surpius budges. Sir, coming to the growiug over-draft, which comes o
nearly to the tiune of 17 crores of rupess, 1 am !el'thel' WO“I_Cd to sec such
a huge gap and in what way the Government is. going to brIdgc this gap,
Bir; the hon, Chief 1L\'ﬁ]’ulstvrlhag pointed put that this gaplay be 1educed b"
getring the award of levying the Carriage Tax, with a hope that the hon.
Supreme Gourt will give its verdict in favour of the State Government,  But
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how can we anticipate that th verdict will be iu favour of the State Gov=
crnment ? - If the decision goes against the Government then how the
Government will be able to fill up this widening gap ¥ Sir, without taking
into account ail the unfavourable financial condition, and the hiuge arrears
and  without making any proper assessment, proper valuation, Gov-
ernment is going to show that thev are having a surplus budget and _with
that they are having a surplus badget and with a hope that tkey wi'l be
getting the award of Carriage Tax, which nobody can anticipate because the
hon. Supremie Court may not give the verdictin favour of the Government.

.In respect of financial assistance from the Government of India T must submit

Sir, that the attitude of Government of India is not at all encouragable. The
hon. Member, Shri Sarma has rightly poined out that step-motherly treat-
ment 1s made by the Government of India not only to the hill areas of the

State but also to the other areas of this State in giving financial aid in respect

of development projects fiom time to to time. = Therefore, Siv, T am surprised
why the Government had not taken proper precaution in respect of non-
plan ex

penditure without waiting for such a deplorable financial co=dition of
the State Government, Now, Sir, the hon. Chief Minister has shown that he
did not get any other item for fresh taxation than  the motor  vehicles.
But, Sir, you are already awars of the fact that the State has already been
very much hard-hit cconomically. And this tax will not have so much
1mpact on the richer section of people as it will have on the common  peaple
who are already very much hard-hit. It is: estimated to fetch only about
55 l.akhs annually. “"Thereforc on the basis o! this tax also, the ﬁ“an"'i?'l-
position of the State is not going to improve:  Sir, our tax colleetion #machi-y
nery.is not doing the job properly in respect of collection of Seate revenue. In
respect of collection of other taxes also the machinery is not performing s =
job upto the mark, and you know, Sir, the facts abont evasion of the §motor '
and other. taxes. Sir, the thens Finante Minister ‘was coming™ ap “with!
tax proposals for the approval of the House ' duning the'lastwinter session, but
Jmt_hmg has so far heen mentionediin the budget speéeh “mzde by the bon.
GI]‘[GF Minister as to what amount had, been collested till Emay. Apart from
this also I would like 10 have clarification irom the hon. Chief Minister in
respect of Vil Royalty from the Government of Indiz. That has been a
long pending case, and nothing has so far been mentioned by the hon,

bief Minister tili tocay and he has practizally given no information as to
what amount has deen collected from’the Government of India as oil royalty,
Sir, coming to the economic condition, as T have already said, this State is
practically backward and the per capita income is the lowest and the cost of
i_ndcx is the highest. For that purpose, we have discussed'in detail already
for executing agricultural and other development works in the State,
Sir, quite a huge amount has been spent in the name of agricultural develop-
ment to increase the food production but in actual practice nothing has been
done so far for the improvement of the food position upto the mark. ‘They
have shown that there has heen merease in production of foodgrains. But, Sir,
though there is a little increase in production itis not becauseof intensive
CLﬂ_tW{iUOD or application of modern methods of cultivation, tut ‘because of
bringing more areas under cultivation,

Sir, on the Governor’s Address also we have found that reason for non-
increase of production has been given ‘due to the vagaries of nature, floods
drought, etc., Sir, I stated in my last two Budget speeches that in’spjte 0’}‘
huge expenditure for increasing the agricultural output, very little is evidenf;
in the field of actual production. Whatever minor mcrease is shown is due
ta extensive cultivation, ‘Ihe yield rate has shown very little increase during




836 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [17th March,

these plan periods. Sir, this year also, cur hon. Chief Minister has
taken the same plea. Sir, if we are to depend all the time at the _mercy of
nature what is the use of spending crores of rupees for the increase ol
agricultural production ? Sir, can the hon. Chief Minister give us any
concrete and definite figure of increase of yield rate in the other areas where
the crop has not been affected by drought and flood ? Sir, most of the
money spent in the name of increase of agricultural output must have gone
to the appointment of staff, construction of houses, purchase of machinery
and fertilisers, etc. These machineries and fertilisers mu.st have gone surely
somewhere other than the field. Sir, I am  afraid, wunless the intensive
cultivation is done on a war footing, the position of Assam will not be
better than that of Keralaand West Bengal in the near future.

The rate ofincrease of output must go hand in hand, i.e., at par with
the increase of population, if not more. But in Assam during the last 5 years
the production of rice has increased only by a little over 5 per cent whereas
the population increase would have been 15 per cent. Coming to the question
of power, we find that during the Third Plan alone, more than 45 crores
have been spent for the generation of power and in the meantime  two pro-
Jects with the combined capacity of 175 M.W. have been commissioned.
Sir, will the hon. Chief Minister give us an idea about the amount
of revenue collected annually from these projects ? If the collection of
revenue is much below the expectation, what action has been taken by the
Government to utilise the surplus energy in near future ? Sir,is it a  fact
that the Planning Commission is reluctant to sanction any more new
scheme due to very poor collection of revenue [rom the existing projects ?

Sir, coming to the Industrial policy, I do not like to go into details,
First of all, 1 would like to mention about the present unemployment problem.
Sir, as you know, the unempioyment problem is growing more and more day
by day. Sir, I request the Government to give preference to the sons of the
soil in getting appointment in the different industrial projects. People in
Assam are now demanding for a second refinery and in Sibsagar people have
already started a movement commiitee demanding the setting up of a
second refinery in Assam. Therefore, Sir, before the agitation takes place,
1 urge upon the Government to take proper steps for setting up of a  second
refinery in the State. At the same time 1 urge upon the Government to sce
that sons of the soil are appointed in this project. I also suggest the Govern-
ment to give proper training to our peoplé hefore they start appointing people
in the second oil refinery. As you know, Sir, we are facing great difficulties
in the matter of appointing our people in Gauhati Refinery. The authority
of the Gauhati refinery does not always give preference in getting  employ-
ment to our people on the plea that our youths are technically not qualified.
We find there mostly people are taken from the outside with the result
that they never I:akf: much interest as the local people can take in respect of
development of projects, I, therefore, caution the Government that sons of the
s0il should be appointed and no people should be taken from the outside,

Sir, another point is that, as you know, the Cement Factory is in the
process of commission. In Assam Cement Factory the General Manaoer
who is a local man and who has got the real interest for the develoPmex:t 0;'
the State, has been transferred suddenly, Sir, he created an industrial
climate in the factory with the participation and co-operation of the public
of that locality. But as he has been transferred, Practically the
production of the factory now remains standstill,. Sir, I want to kpow way

&
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he has been transferred suddeniv, who has taken keen interest for the devclop-
ment of the factory ? The General Manager, Sir, is Mr. Rapthap.
Sir, it 1s for the benefit of the State 1 urge wupon the Government ta
appoint such people in our indusirial project who are really interested for the
development of our State. The hon. Chief Minister has giveu a rosy
picture about the industrial deveiopment ol the State particularly in respect
of development of smail-scale industries. But coming to the industrial
field what we find, Sir? Tuere is a _Jaxboard factory in Tinsukia. But it has
been closed for the last six months and  production  cannot be resume:l in

near future as the sole selling agent, i.e., M/S. William Jacks and Co.

failed to sell the products. So, huge stocks of finished products are lying in

the factory site. Reusous of failure are (1/  favoorable terms of agreement to

the other side, (2) charging of high margin by the selling agent z.c., sale
price of the corporation is Rs.22 per 100 sit, (covering cost of p-oduction

and 10 per cent profit) sale price of the Agent is Rs.30 per 100 sft. {3, it

is proved to be uneconomic and (4) it has technical defect as plastering
cannot be made permanent. O proper  investigation it will be found out
that the machines which had been purchased at a high cost o’ about 1 lack

of rupzes was used by M/S William Jacks about 5 years in U. P., the possible
price  of which eannot be more than [/3or %1 of price paid by the
Corporation. Similar is the case with the purchase of one tractor and two
trailers from the party at 125.20,000 and Rs. 10,000 respectively. The party
failed to provide with the original requisition, etc. Though the Managiag
Director has been asked by the Board to take necessary action to revise the
agreement no effective action has beea done to that effect. He is taking
action only round about way which caused continuous loss to the corpora-
tion. Coming to the Match Splint Factory in Bijni, we find 1hat the
factory is not functioning regularly though the machineries were received
during the month of January and February, 1963. This unit is also a
failure. The Corporation failed to supply 300 Million splints monthly
to WIMCO though an agreement had been executed for the current
year. z.¢. 1965. It is doubtful whether WIMCO will renew the agree-
ment as the Corporation failed to execute the order. Practically speaking
there is no market for veneers.

Sir, in respect of other defects, 1) T would like to say that there is
defect in appointment ; of ineficient and non-technical men, Ineflicient non-
technical men are appointed there. (2) The cost of installation, etc.,
has also been increased more than  the estimate because of (a) erection of few
sample machines which could have bein done on contract basis maximum at
the cost of say Rs.3,000 to Rs.5,000 which was done by appointing one Erec-
tion Engineer at a salary of Rs.800 P.M. plus pension with the headquarters
at cSlh]glo{{\g incuring an expenditure of more than Rs.12,000 including T.A.
an TS

Mr. SPEAKER :  Whether Rs.12,040 per year or per month ?
Shri DULAL. CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, including T. A. and D. A,
this expenditure is incurred per month.

There was a problem «f Simulu logs but that could have been solved if
due interest had been given in proper time.

Now, Sir, regarding C.1. sheets, everybody knows that there is scarcity
of G. I. Sheets in: the State; with that end in view  the

C.L sheets plant was proposed to be started by the A. S. I.D.C. Sir, but no
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interest was given when the licence was veceived with 2 view to hand over it
to some private party. Action has leen taken only when the Chief Minister
told the Director of Industries to take up C. I. Sheet Plant immediately as it
was to manulacture a scarce material of public utility.  Arrangements have
been made to get the supply of the galvanising plant from M/S Chaliha
Rolling Mills and they have now installed the machinery. (2) Sir, for the
Corrugating machine an advertisement was published in the Statesman in
response to which few parties 17.¢, M/S Praki:sh Manufacturer, Bombay
M/S Eastern India Commercial, Calcutta, M/S Khushallany Tndustries
Calcutta etc., submitted quotation for supply of the machine. The first
party is the actual manuficturer and the second and third parties
arc their agents. In their quotations they clearly mentioned
that their principal is M/S Prakash Manufacturers. But oiders have been
placed first with M/S Eastern India Commercial, Calcutta and 10 per cent
advance was also paid. They are to supply the machine within six months
but failed to supply and refunded the money. Then again order has been
placed with M/S Khushallany Industries, Calcutta ana paid 30 per cent
advance. They also could not supply the machine, and on enquiry it was
known that the person: who received the order and advance had no
connection with the said firm and he was absconding. Seo, afterwards it
was found that the company was a bogus one. Sir in the last month the
order had been placed with M/S Prakash Manufacturers of Bombay, I
am rather doubtful whether the said company also can supply the machinery
in time. 1he two h~nd-operating corrugating machines supplied by she
M/S Metal and Alloyed Industries, Tinsukia at the cost of Rs.7,000 are also
defective and unusable. The order was placed by the Director of Indus-
tries without asking any gnotation from any other partics. It is, 1'hercfcn'c:',
Sir, only wastage of public money ‘n the name of Industrial Development.

Then, Sir, regarding Assam Conductors and Tubes (P) Limited, we
find that in the last balance sheet and Profit and Loss Account, the firm
shiows Rs.84,000 as development rebate reserve though they can show anly
Rs.43,000 as per rule. This is just to show loss depriving the Corporation
from getting profit. But, Sir, one ofiicer—one Director {from the Govern-
ment side just for his own interest, has made it, for which Governnient
incurred a great loss. The State Goverpment got only 5 per cent share in
the project. Sir, but it is written in their letter head as “Collahoration with
A.S.I1.D.C.,”? a Government of Assam uncertaking without the approval of
the Board of Directors of the Corporation. In the Company the Corgora-
tion has only 5 per cent share but all the import licences are being obtained
in the name of Corporation. Sir, the agreement is there. According to
the terms of agreement the Company is to employ 60 per cent local people

in their factory. But itis not implemented. A few persons were employed

but many of them were ferced to get out of their firm.

Then, Sir, regarding industries, our Chiel Minister has given a  tosy
picture. Anyhow, we are to accept whatever information that has .bem
supplied by the Minister. But, Sir, actually it 1§ not so. Nox-v‘, Sir, 1
would like to mention about the purchase of some old and defective tools
and machineries at high cos: from the Badarpur Industiial Project. Sir, some
parts of the Calendering and Power Looms Plant at Badarpur have been
broken due to mishandling and the cost of r-pairing will be Rs.8,000 to
Rs.10,000. The sizing machine costing Rs,50,000 is also very old which
may be broken even at the beginning of the operation.

L
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Mr. SPEAKER : [tis a rule that any statement given by the Minister
in the House is taken to I» correct.  Ifany hon. Member wants to challeage
such statements, he should challenge it by putting a motion.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA - Yes, Sir, I am going lf’ (;h,a‘l-
lenge. Again, Sir, at Badarpur some. uncertified boiler ‘pa:‘-tsl have Jc(i.l?
purchased.” 102 numbers of tube lights which had bccn‘ ordered .;0 SA“PI_’ )
by air at the cost of Rs.i ;600 reached the factory af‘f“l‘Aﬂ r{mntdl :h{gamf‘
Sir, an order has been placed with a party to s\uppl}-_ three P.l‘.j'q:' th: cea;)c
640 volt, but the supply is being made with 250/440 volt Rl e S et
being accepted and bills are being paid [or three phased ‘wx‘_:{_,! OA‘ » us(;
The question autowatically arises why there is complete fai e | ﬁtfa [b
an ineflicient and unreliable man has been appointed as %]_w manager of 16["
factory, at the mitiative and interest of a high officer. 5'1f: he is a man (:
spinning, but the factory requires a man expert in PDWS'-‘T [‘JODI‘H CWCEVHIIS_-
Comidcring his so-called cfficiency, his previous employct rom 0-oper
tive Deparument released him from his previous post. As 11.6 is a spin nmg
Personnel; he has got no proper kuox_fv]cdgc of C})cl‘ilhl}g Ef)'\\ﬂ_l‘ lfmml.s:
There by appointing him, a great il.justlcc_has been dgnc and there is Sln?:l?t?
Inere wastage of public money, by appoiiltlng su(_:h lncmplellt 1)?5%11,- .1.11
such a big salary, but without any proper advcr_tlsemm}l for W;l:l{(f 1 the a.vzu}-‘
able suitable persons in the State are being deprived. Then, Sir, no proper

advcrtiscmen; 1s given for the supply of materials to different Industrial
Projects also.

Now, Sir, coming to Industrial Estate at Gauhati, I would to hkc‘ 10}5'3.):
that the agreement with the parties of the Industrial Estafc, Gau h}i}tl
Cxpired on 3]st December, 1954 ‘but it has not yet been rencwed by hE ﬁ

Lustty Department,  The arrear of rent is at present Rs.2 lakhs whic
Will be Gifficyj; tq rcalisc. The Industry Department have purchated 39
bighns of laud at Gauhati from 2 man of the party in po~er at the cost of
1{5'2(}!0{'0’ Pet cent of which has already been paid.  The position
and the situation of the land is such that the estimated development cost will
be Rs.7 lakhs, Lhe land is situated at a slope and at a height of 1,200f;.
SiE, may T know from the Government why the land at such a Cost was pur-
chased ; whether the site has been selectec considering the suitabiiity of the
Proposed Industy;

al area or is it just to give benefit to the Congress Leader
Dy purchasing the layq ?

Ir, regarding raw materials which have bezn supplied by AS.LD.C,
I would 1jke to say that due tq high Landling charges on St
Gi}lcutta, the ASI.D.C. is selling': the materials to the industrialists at higher
Price than eyey Prevailing market price.  Thete is S e S
!nare; than Rs,100 Per ton.

¢refore, Sir, our poor industralisis are not in a position to purchase
TAW matcrials ot 4 proper price.

: Sir, about the Mirror Factory 1 like to Peint out that no action
hz}‘; Yet been taken 1o start the factory though the imported pl
Y1Dg at the storeg for last two years. Sir, regarding the da::f'en
l1ion scanda] a¢ NOWgomg I like to mention here that noth;
been heard ahoy the findings of the enquiry that has
probe into the Mmatter. I, therefore, urge upon the Gpvcr
Appropriate actipn against those officers who were indulgmg
CorTuption, Cnming to the defect of such failure it rests
nment ol the Board, Sir, the Director is the x\{anaging

ate glass ig
¢ produc-
ng has g0 fur
been made tg
Dment to {yke
in such Serious
on the manage-
Directoy of tne
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Corporation, to run the actory of course a General Manager has been
appointed but according to the CGompany Law there can be only one
Managerial Head but violating the Law this has been done and the sorry
part of the whole affair is that the Director does not attend meetings regu-
larly. For these anomalies Shri Rabin Kakati who was the main person in
running the Factory has resigne:] and the present General Marager who has
been appointed at a high salary on a contract basis has failed to do
anything during his tenure for the development of this Board.. He is
completely an inefficient person to run the management which is also
2 main causcof the failure of this Board. Sir, I demand an enquiry from
the Government to probe into the maiter and place facts before this
august House immediately.
Coming to an

(The bell rang)
Sir, give me another ten minutes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Two minutes.

Shri DUI‘..AL CHANDRA BARUA: Coming to the present burning
?z‘oblcm that iz confrontine the State, 7. ¢., the Mizo development, you know
it very well, $0 z_tlso you znow other such developments in our State. For
the wrong policies adopted by our Government we have lost the Naga
Land. Sir, when the uprisings of Mizoes are going on in our State, you know
Sir, what happened in Caleutta and in Kerela, but at this critical time, the
Working Q_uumnttee of the Congress Party has passed a resolution acceling
the need for the creation of a Punjabi speaking Suba and the creation o f this
Suba is the creation of separate State for a particular class of people. Sir,
this f{:nhsh decision of Congress High Comand is surcly going to affect very
greatly the integrity of this fiontier Statc which will also encourage
the re-actionary section of the people with the idea of separation, Sir, the
Govqrnmenl no doubt has earmarked enough of money for the develepment
of hill areas, and my hon. Friend Mr. Nichols-Roy said about it, but {for
sotue .ofﬁ{:'. rs who do not want that there should be proper development in
the hills areas the money is not properly spent. My submission is that it 1s
already high time to think and to ponder about it and find out solution
and tlh(:sc areas must be allowed to be developed properly and unity
al_'ld integrity of the State must be maint ained at all cost. Unless we do so,
Si=, it will be unfortunate that with the separate feeling and separate
tendency created, we shall have to lose the hill zreas.

Sir, in the year 1957, one Leader of the Opposition, was one of the
Members in the Cabinet but afterwards he resigned and joined the Hilg
peoples’ party and why ? There must have been some reasens. Did Govern-
ment ponder about this matter ? ‘lhe (Government should sericusly
consider about this matter and find out an immediate solution for the hill
arcas. Sir, if they fail todo so it would be proper on our part to part
with our brothers lik> brothers before the situation bgeome Worsce

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up.

 Shri DULAL CHANDEA BARUA: Giveme another twe three
minutes as I am coming to some important points.
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Sir, you know that in this Mizo situation there were also some foreign
powers acting behind the move and not only that but there were people,
not only outside this House, but inside the House who are encouraging
the whole affair. Sir, you know that one hon. Member of the Mizo
National Union in the 1962 Election contested with a Clongress nominee and
he got a good number of votes. Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda, M. P.,
complained about it but nobody took action.

Sir, you will be surprised toknow that one of our hon. Ministers from
Cachar met Mizo p:ople in the house of an S. D. O., Public Works Depart-
ment under suspension, who is his brother-in-law and encouraged
them in this movement of theirs.  Sir, may I know whether for the anti-
State and anti-national activities of this S. D. O. whose car was detected

in use by some Mizo miscreants he has been detained uader the Defence of
India Rules

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Sangma.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA:: Une more minute.

Sir, Shaukat Ali of Rupahi village had heen arrested at Imphal but for
the influence of a Minister he was released and ultimatcly he was again
arrested by Lakhimpur Police. Sir, one British national, namqu, Mr Barkeg
was arrested by the Manipur Pelice for anti-national activities but Shri
Rahmatulla Majumdar of Silchar managed to set him free who later

on fled away to U. K. Sir, one Rahmatulla Mazumdar, LL.B. of Silchar
influenced the Additional Magistrate,

Mr. SPEAKER : One thing, Mr. Barua.
against a Minister,
beforehand
with facts,

When you make a complaint
you must intimate in writing the Minister councerned
about the complaint so that the Minister can come prepared

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: I am simply explaining facts.
. Now, Sir, a_ceitain person concerned against whom thereis a convic-
tion order was issued a license for a Rice- MVill by the same hon. Minister

who was then incharge of Supply, transferring the license from Upper Assam
to Silehar which is illegal.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yort

: ime isup. You will get more time to speak in
cut motions,

- Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Baghmara (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)|: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I am afraid, I can not congratulate
the hon. Chief Minister for presentation of the Budget to this august House

because of the fact that he has failed to fulfil the Constitutional provision
in this regard, -although, Sir, in this con troversy you gave your ruling and to
which we had to submit,

Sir, this time I am not going to discuss in detail the budgetary provisions
but I would rather confine my observations to certain very important and
urgent problems of the State.” If I am to speak about the Budget provisions
I may straightaway say that in spite of the fact that we are in the
ninetecnth year of attaining independence of our Country, we have not come
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any nearer fo the welfare State but we are more and morc in the Police
State. I am sure, you will agree with me that the situation prevailing in the
State as well as indications which we can get ffrom the budgetary provisions,
which apart from some sizeable allotment of funds in respect of certain
development departinents, the greatest amount of allotmeat being 1In
respect of Police show that we are nowhere nearer to the welfare State.

I would also point out to you that in the preparation of the
Budget and for that matter in the formulation of plan and programme or
for that matter in the formulation of the plan and programme the
real need of the people has not been taken into consideration. Sir, it
is heartening to note from the speech of the Chief Minister at page
12 which rexdes as follows— “The hon. Members are aware how
the concept of Panchayati Raj has taken deep roots in the State. I
have already mentioned while dealing with agricultural procuction
that the Panchayats have been given important responsibilitics in the
effort to increase agricultural producticn. To cnable the Panchayati
Raj Bodies to discharge their responsibilities, necessary powers for
preparation and formulation of development schemes have been dele-
gated to them. It is expected that these measures will help them for-
mulate schemes suitable to the needs of individual localities.”” But
Sir, unfortunately there is no mention about the District Gouncil. The
Government have given power to thc Panchayati Raj Bodies. I do
not understand why it is not possible for this Government to delegate
similar powers to the District Clouncil.

Sir, T raised objection while the budget was being presented in
the House because the district councilezhave 1ot been given an oppor-
tunity to have their say in the allocation of funds as per provision
of the sixth schedule, Sir, that is to say that the Government
F1t1_1er does not care to take the hill people into confidence or it
is its determination to neglect the hill people or it may be both.
Sir, the Government shou'd try to appreciate the various reasons for
which the hill people today are not satisfied with the Government.
Sir, why the hill people are not satisfied today ? Why the hill people
do not k_mvc confidence in the Govcrnment ? For the dis-satisfaction
of the hill people the government put forward various reasons and
other excuses. Sir, it i, in fact, very unfortunate to know from the
speech of tl}e hon., Members® of this House something which is not
relevant which has nothing to do with the dis-satisfaction of the hill
people. As for example the other day Shri Sriman Prafulla Goswami while
mentioning as to what is happening in the mizo Hills  unnecessarily
blames the Christian Missionaries for the present armed conflict there.
Sir, while similar disturbances occur elsewhere in the State’ ol  Assam,
say in the plains and in other States nobody consider it fit to say
that the Christian Missionary is behind the scene. Sir, if “anything
happens in the hills the Missionaries are blan.led', may‘bc because
large number of hill people have professed Christianity. Sir, you fmll
thus see that whenever anything happens in the Hills the 1:espopS1blc
leaders find it convenient to blame religion for what is happening in the
hill areas in spite of the fact that India is a secular State.

Sir, it is very unfortunate that even up till today both the State
Government and the Government of India have not thought it desirable to
make real assessment of the problems and the difficulties of the hills people
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and appreciate their aspirations. On the other hand they bring something to
the picture to blame the hill people for the happening in the hills and
thus minimise the problem of the hills people. May I, Sir, with your per-
mission, in this connection read out an hmportant letter which was
issued by the late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to the then Chief
Minister, Shri, Bishnuram Medhi? This letter is dated 9th April 1955,
This is .egarding unnecessary blames which are brought against the
Missionaries. “There is one matter I would also like to mention.
The anti-missionaiy public utterances of some officials and otaers have
created, I think a feeling of insecurity among the tribal Christians.
These people do not make a di tinction between anti-missionary and
anti-Christian attitudes. and it is these I[ribal Christians, who, because
of their education, eti:., become leaders. We should therefore avoid
any anti-missionary or anti-Christian statements.’

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you pass on that letter to me ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGRMA: Yes, Sir, I shall do it.
Ther again, Sir, regarding the hill people’s demand for creation of hill
State I shall read out the relevant poriion which reads as follqws,
“You referred to the agitation for a separate Hill State being organised
by the Christian tribals. This may be trae so far as the inception
is concerned, but I am surc that this feeling is now very widespread
over the greater part of the hill areas and certainly in the Khasi
area. I have received information from a variety of independent sou-
rces to this effect. Even the Assam M. Ps. here as the President and
leading members of Assam P. C. C. share this opinion that the demand
for a hill State has become widespread and strong. There is a feel-
ing among these hill people of frustration and a lack of faith in the
Assam administration. They say that they are afraid they may not
be allowed to rerain their way of life and to develop according to
theiv own genius. They quote my statements as well as those of Bor-
doloi when they were assured that they swould have this freedom.
They make a long list of minor griveances in which is included a
compaint that their language is ignored and very little is done for the
economic development.”

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, Pan-
chayats): What is the date of the lstier ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Oth April, 1955.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA : So, Sir, you will agree with
me that the Government have not appreciated the problems  of these
hills people. They have not viewed the problems in their true  per-
spective.  They do not try to realise the probmes of the Hill people
as late Jawahailal Nehru, who was convinced that in the ultimate-
analysis the Government cannot suppress these hiil people or govern them
against their wishes. We can only win them over to any course of
action that we wish to follow. It is important first of all, to have
a clear realisaion of the present position. Any atleiupt (o minimise it
would prevent us from de:ling it adequately with what i5 happentn
ing today.” The Government have to sce the legitimate  aspiration
of these people.
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But instead they try to rule them against their wishes ; they try
to pleasc one man here and one man there ; oné parly or on¢ group
here and there. They have tried to supress the problems of the hills,
but it proved unsuccessful. The late Primc Minister stated correctly
when he says—“Any attempt to minimise it would prevent us from
dealing it adequately’.

The Government have fried to minimise the important problems of
the Hills and that is why they could not adequately meet the situation
in the Mizo Hills and elsewhere. Sir, unfortunately the Chiel Minister
is not here ; the other Cabinet Ministers are here and I would request them
to realise the basic rcasons and the problems as to why the hills peo-
ple today cannot be happy under thc Assam administration. {lease
do not try to find some excuses, do not try to show inflated figures in
the matter of development. Sir, I am not happy—unfortunately he is
not here now. I mean Mr. Ahmed—when he iisguided the Parlia-
ment by quoting that about Rs.340 per capita has been spent in the
matter of development in Mizo Hilis ; whereas elsewhere we have
spent  Rs. 160 per capila. 3ir, the other day whilz we we.e discussing
the border problem the depariment came forward and told the confe-
rence that 900 miles of border roads have been constructed by the
P. W. D. Sir, Ithen wanted to know out of the total mileage of
900 miles what is the total mileage which is fit for vehicular movement
throughout the year in the Hill Areas ? I also wanted to know the
different clasification of roads, i.e., what is the total milcage of road
fic for trucks and how much for jeeps. Sir, after getting the reply from
the officer of the P, W. D. he came ro know that only 20 per cent of
the total mileare of roads are fi¢ for vehicular movements in the hill
areas whereas the Government is boastine that many things have
been done and much has been spent for the border areas of the hill districts,
This fact has been brought to the notice of Mr. Tarlok Sing when he came
here last to study the problems of the hilis, He was surprised to find
that no real progress had been made in the ficld of cevclopment
in the Hills areas. Moreover I do not think that it is the matter of
cconomy which has made the hills people unhappy, but the question
is whether you can shape your own policy, whether you can formu-
late your own schemes and solve the hill problem. At present we are
made the second class citizens, as if we are fit to receive whatever is
given by the Government. We have no say about it. Similarly in
the matter of allotment of funds for the hills districts also we do not
have any say. We have no voice against whatever is given. We
have to accept it even when we are not satisfled. We are simply
to accept it. This is the state of atairs, Sir; under such state of
affairs  can you except that the hills people can be satisfied ? Sir,
we are blamed for expressing our .spiration for a scparate State.
Without trying to know the reasons behind it they call it a Separatigt
movement—a scparatist tendency. But who has  encouraged this
separatist tendency ? May I point out In this connection the
recent Governmeat Notification ? ~ According to this nofification from
15th April cnwards Assamese language will have to be used in the Assam
Valley upto the district level, that means that all the offices through-
out the Assam valley will function in Assamese language upto district
level, What will happen to the tribal employees in the plain  district,
who are not acquainted with Assamese language and the Assamese
script ? Government will have to transfer them to the respective hill

P—
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arcas. I am sure, Government will ask them to go to their respzctive
districts, so that they can continue to serve in their own districts. For
this reason, you do not want that tribal men should serve in the plains.
When we are talking absut emotional intezration by your own Acts you
are disintegrating them. In education according to Govt. policy if the-
university education changes over to regional languages in the Assam
university the medium will be Assamese and no bhills students can have
their university education there, Therefore, all the hiil students will have

to have education in the proposed Hill university.

In future they will lose contact in service and in education. Later on
these young stulents will have to rua the admiistrarion of the country
withoug having opportunity of contact with each other and make frien -
ship  while they are stil] young .in the schools aad colleges. [s that
the way of bringing about integration of the country as a whole ? This
aspect which is very important has not been properly thought o';
only Dbecause of sentiment, Acts are enacied and lawvs are mads aad
thereby - ‘the people  dre allowed to be disintegrated. For certain basic
consideration, for certain reasons if tody the hills pesople rise u>y and
ask™ for a separate State; you cull it a ssparatist tenlency. sir, I was
cxpecting that on the recent disturbances in the Mizs Hills the Chief
Misiister would invite us to discuss as to how this problem could be
solved. But today we have been comsidersd to b: nobody as if we
are not at all concerned with what has happened in the Mizo hills who
are our fellow brothers. 1 do not know swhat was the proclamnation
made by Deputy Commissioner, Mizo Hills on the 4th and 5th Mavch
1966.  The Chief Minister considered it desirable to keep it ‘a  secret.
Sir, we know there is excessive army operation in the Mizo Hilis.
Sir, T have here with me the Manual of Indian Military Laws, 1)47.

I am sure, Sir, at least, it is not to my  knowledge  that
martial law has been proclaimed in the Mizo Hill:. We have not
bqet} informed whether martial law is in operation or the civil wd-
hunistration is still ‘continuing to run the administration in the Mizo
Hills. If martial law has not been introduced in the Mizo Hills then ihe
Army can be called by the civil administration only to assist the
regular Police force for maintenance of psace in the district. It is
clearly liid ‘down in the manual that even when there is occasion
for the civil administration to call the Army toassist the civil authori-
ties in tackling any disturbance the use of force by the Army should
be limited; it should not exceed than what is necessary. ['here is
no provision at all that the Air force can be called for to assist the
civil authorities. But we have learnt that in Mizo Hills Air force
has been called to do straffing,

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the military operation in Mizo Hills is
under the Defence of India Rules.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA : If that is so the Army can
be called only to assist the civil administration and the operation as
such would be under the direction of the District Magistrate. The
Army will not have the initiative to use force according to their own
programme. If martial law has not been proc}aimgd it should be
according to the order of the highest civil authority, i.c., the Deputy
Commissioner. I would like to have a clear cut reply from the Chijef
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Minister on this question. Of course, I cannot blame the Army
authqritiecs who have been called upon to assist the civil authorities.
However this trouble in the Mizo Hills could have been avoided
ifthe problems of the Hills could have been solved which the
Government avoided either on this plea or that. Because of that
attitude of negligence the hill brothers in the Mizo Hiils are made
to suffer. Sir, a friend of mine who has come back from Aijal has
told me that the Aijal town has been reduced to what it was before
20 years ago asa result of Army operation.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Planning,
Labour, evc.): His the hon. Member any comment in regard to the
rebellion stagel by the Mizo National Frong, or that he has no com-
ment to offer on that, and that his comments are only on the actions
of the Government ? :

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA: Sir, I repeat, I was told by
a friend of mine that because of the Army Opsration, because
of the burning and so on and soforth, Ajjal town has Heen
r?duced to what it was 20 years before. Therefore, you could ima-
gine, Sir, what must have been the loss of property, life and o on and
so forth. Will the Government put the responsibility oa the rebels for these
happenings or somebody else is to be blamed for that? Sir, my party
is against violence. We donot believe that.violence is the only means to
achieve the goal. We still believe that through non-viclence: we will
achieve our goal, through constitutional means, through democratic
methods. Sir, I put the blame on the Government for this loss of life
and property because if the Hills problems could have been tackled
this rebel movement would not have come into —existence; and the
loss of life, property and hardship that my friends in the Mizo Hills
are suffering could have been avoided. It is entirely because of the
negligence and lack of appreciation of the Hills problems by the Govern-
ment that this could happen. Thereafore, for rebuilding the Aijal Town
Government should spend money. Not only that, I cannot understand
why when Government is definite that the pcoplﬂ have put forth
certain demands through democratic —method, through elections  or
otherwise, they are rcluctant to agree to that. In _‘then: earnest
attempt to divide and rule when there is a demand whl{:h is not by
the majority they will concede. For instance, the creation of the
Jowai District Council. The Government did not consider it desirable
in this regard to obtain the opinion of the peop
through a referendum in spite of our carnest suggestion. I have been
informed that as a result of the creation of the Jowai District Council
there is widespread frustration amongst the Jaintia people. It was
forced upon them. Why the rebels got the upperhand todqy? As we
know Mr. Chalihs and his Government gave mo'€ attention to the
Mizo National Front and they did not lis'en to the District Council.
The Members of the "Mizo Union, the Ruling Party, werc put in the
backeround and the Mizo National Front leaders were put in the
forefront. In a similar way they bave tried in the Khasi Hills, they
have tried in the Garo Hills, in Mikir Mills - and in: North
Cachar Hills to divide and cule. These are the circumstances which
made the Hills people to rise. Thercfore, we should not be held
responsible for what is happening in the Mizo Hills. - Let the Govern-
ment realise its mistakes. I am still confident, S, if the creation

le of the District

!
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of a Hill State is conceded immediately  the
solved, ‘but if the Government zoes on following the same policy of
delaying and not find; 'S proper and satisfactory solution they may have
to face simil ir situations elsewhere. A question mav be put to me “How
call' you ensure that the Mizo people will be agreeable to remain in
the Hill State if conceded?” I neel not repeat what my General
Secretary, Shri Stanley D. D. Nichols-Roy has stated in this connection,
ased on the facts stated by him I am still convinced (hat
the solution would lje in the creation of a State for the Hill areas
of Assam, and I am sure this problem could be solved.

problems would be

. Sir, there are reasons why we still insist on that. Now, heie I
Slve one’ example of divide!''and ride. . In  the  Garo Hills in the
constitution of Block Development  Committees, Sir, not a single
elected representative from mv Party, the G.N. C., has been taken in
the  said Committee, But a man who was def-ated in the last elec-
tion and who also  lost his security deposit had been taken as a
‘ember because he belongs to Congr:ss. These are the mcthods of
divide and ryle, These facts were brought to tbe nolices of Shpi
Tarlok Sing.  Shri Sing was surprised to find that the District Coun-

cil and jts Members wers not kept informed about what was
happening in the blocks.

Has Government thought aboutit ? Simply to blame Capt. Sangma
and hjs Party for *asking for a Hill State and simply to blame Mizo people
will not do. "Have they realised their own mistakes, their indifferent attitude
and their one-sided policy ?  May Iknow from the Chief Minister what js
the dis jualification of my members for which they cannot become Members

of Ehe Block Development  Committees ?  If there is a law  under
which the members of G. N. . party cannot be qualified to be members
of the Block Devel

opment Committee, I will subumit to that. Let the relevant
rules be read out to, prove that we are disqualified to be ‘members of the
Block evelopment  Commitice, Sir, I hope, the wisdom of the late
Prime Minister, Mr. Nehry will prevail upon this Government and the
Government of Indiax and they will com= to a final conclusion that it
would not he atty more possible to rule tl.e Hi'l people against their will,
Let through the creation of a separate Hill State with i nmediate effect the
Problem of hills be solved and it will be not only for the benefit of the hill
People butin the interest of the country as a whole.

Thank your, Sir.
Adjourninent

The House then adjourned i1 2 p- m. for lunch.

(After Lunch)

.. Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA
nity Development and Panchayats) :
take part in the Budget discus
by hon, Members in this Hou
Development,

(Deputy Minister, Commu-
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to
stons to reply to some of the points rajsed
se regarding Panchayats and Community

Hon. Member from Dudhnoi, Shri Hakim Chandra Rabha
to add the advice of Mahtama Gandhi ““back to the villages®
cniption of “lovely Assam?®

» wanted

k e : after his des-
quoted by the Chief Minister in conclugion of hig
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Buiget Speech. Inm opinion, W& cannot conceive of Assam without the
Vi|la3\"cs.5li\tcﬁiﬁ_ﬂiy Iovglv[villages 10 thcdsctiatf.: will make Jovely Assam.
Whifc the Chiel Nﬁnistcl" is very Cf‘gcr and desirous to convert Assam to a
really lovely Assam, in the descriptiort _\]vhlch Mahtama Gandhi gave about
our State, he never excluded the v11.?lge§ and _the people living there.
The Chief Minister has given morc’cmﬁdas‘ﬂ on them which is evident from
his reply in the debate on Governor s Address.

The Ghicf Minister in reply © the debate on  Governor’s Address posed
the problems of “the man behind t.he PlllouEh . _This man behind the
plough or with the plo agh 15‘ living 1n‘thC] \:1 ?lﬁgc' His lmprovemcnt gIcAnS
improvement of the population li.ing 10 t‘é‘ Vlt_ ages. This ‘man behind the
plough’ is to “ear the burden of more PlrU‘ uction wh1-"h we have been pro-
pagating since some time past. He is the man : who is tv produce  to f{ccd
himsclf, his family and other population — engaged in Administration,
Defence ani Industry. This man ?Ghlﬂd the PlUl_lgh has got limited
resources and limited ambition. He. is conversant with conventional type
of cultivation only. He isto depend on a pair of bullocks either procured
from his own resources or on hire of loan. He is to depend on uncertainty
of rainfall. Many of such men behind the ploughs did not have their own
adequate land for ‘cultivation. He 15 vq,lncrab'lc to be C?_iPlOitﬁd by middle
men, Mahajans and even by Zintelligentsia. Different legislations have been
passed to safeguard his interest but sometimes conlplﬂiﬂt is there, that he is
either unaware of it or unable tv exert his right. .

Panchayats were formed to mobilize these men with the ploughs. You
know perhaps, Sir, that the Chief Minister 11 reply tu the debate on Gover-
nor’s Address regretted that even (heir voices appear sometimes feeble in Pan-
chajats. The Community Development Programimeswas launched in the coun-
try for these villagers. Dafferent Extension Officers in the Block were meant
for these men with the ploughs. You know, Sir, L!la.t the Extention Officer,
Agriculture is there in the Block to make these cultivators or the men behind
the ploughs to be conversant wi:.himprqved technique of cultivation so that
they can produce more. The Veterinary E.‘Etensmn Officer is there to
improve his cattle bullocks and aiso poultry in his house. The Social Edu-,
cation Organiser is there tO make his outlook progressive. The Me d;.al
Exitension Officer is there to 10 J after his heelth. The Co-opera e
Extension Offiicer is there to free him from exploitation by middlemen thro-
ugh Co-operative Movement. Qimilarly, the other Extension _Ofﬁcer s in the
Community Development Programme are to help these cultivators. With

ice in the programing, l)ancha.ya.ts were formed in

a view to associate his vol ey : Al
the Plains Districts. Now, the complaint 18 that the voice of this man behind
the plough is not adequately effective in Panchayats in all places. Inm

opinion, to make the voice effective 1 the programme meant for him,a
radical change in the outlook of those who are connected with i, is nece-
ssary. To pring a change in the outlook'of mtcll}gentsna and to develop
self-reliance and initiative in the Community, I think, the Administrative
machinery alone is not adequate. The lead will have to be taken by public
leaderships. You know that we have been trying to build up.
leadership in different lovels by constituting  different tiers of
Panchayats. Today, [ fecl that more cffective and efficient leader-
ship is necessary in village level, than any other levels. In the village level
we have Gaon Panchayats members as elected leaders for a family of about
50 or 60. These members of the Panchayats elect the President of Gaon
Panchayats, These Presidents of the Gaon Panchayats are the Presidents
of the Gaon Sabhas also. Si¥, you know that people living in the villages
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who are above 21 years of age, are members of this Gaon Sabha. This
Gaon Sabha is the Democratic Unit which may be called also a Village
Republic. The Gaon Panchayat is the Executive Committee only of this
Gaon Sabha. These Gaon Panchayats arc to sit monthly according to the
Panchayats Act and their activities and progress are to be placed before
their respective Sabha twice a year. The President of the Gaon Panchayat
is also a member ol tie Anchalik Panchayat. The Anchalik Panchayat is
associated with representatives of technical departments connected with rural
developments. The President of the Gaon Panchayat is supposed to be able
to bring the difficulties of “mea behind the ploughs’ for discussion in the
Anchalik Panchayat. 1In return, he is supposed to be capable of bringing

the policy matters that were discussed and decided in Anchalik Panchayat to
to the ’man behind the plough’.

Hon. Members from Plains Districts are associated as Ex-0fficio Members
of Anchalik Panchayat of their respective constituencies. I would earnestly
request them to help and guide Panchayati Raj Institution to have a radical
change of their outluok and to give first priority in improving ‘the man
behind the plough’. One of the guiding principles of Panchayati Raj
Institution is that some priority sbould be given to those who are more des-
erving, If we can improve the econnmic and social conditions of those who
arc comparatively more poor and backward in villages, T believe, it would
not be difficult to improve those who are comparatively better off in
the villages. ‘

One of the main objectives of Communicy Deveiopment is that available
resources of the villages are to le developed aud new resources of the
viHagers are to be created. The provisions made in Gommunit; Develop-
ment Programme or in Panchayats are to supplement the efforts of the
village cominunity.

. Sir, we have started so far three Panchayati Raj Training Centres,
iz, (1) Kahikuchi, (2) Joysagar and (3 Arunachal.

‘The third centre at Arunachal has been stacted last year. We have
al'o moved the Government of india for a few more Pachayati Raj training
centres; the gaon pan chayat presidents are oriented in a short course of one
}-VCC%E Lo give wider scope to discuss the problems of the Panchayat Raj
institutions Panchayat Sanmilans are organised at block, subdivisional and
state levels. 'The enthusiasin of the people about the Panchayat Raj insti-
tutions can be seen from the fact that they took keen interest in holding
block level, subdivisional level and State level Sanmilans where important

discussions had taken place on Panchayat administration and also valuable
suggestions offered.

Sir, the hon. Member ftom Thowra, Shri Durgeswar Saikia, referred

to the relation of Field Management Committee with the Panchayats. I
remember to have visited one of the Gaon Panchayats in Sibsagar subdivi-
sion where Shri Saikia wes pleased to accompany me. I have given a
number of suggestions to improve the working of the Panchayat there,
aler on appropriate instructions were also issued. I am glad to note that
Shri Saikia is taking a keen interest in his capacity of the President of the
Sibsagar Mohkuma Parishad in improving the working of the Panchayats,

Sir, the registration authority of the Field Management Committee has
been entrusted withe the Presidentship of the Anchalik Panchayat. These
Field Management Committecs are to be associated in the Panchayats in the
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capacity of members of the production sub-committees. The production
sub-committees of the gaon panchayats are to be constituted with presiden-
ts of ficld ma 1agemen: committee of the gaon sabha area, the chairmen
of the service co-operative s.cicty or rural credit socicties of the g:on
sabha arca, ons or two experienced progressive cultivators and the local
gram sevak. [he Presidents and Sccretaries of the gasn panchayats should
be the Presidents and Secretaries of these sub-committecs respectively.

Sir, these field management committees are associated in preparing nd
exccuting the village production plans. Thus I think there is organic link
between the panchayats and the co-operatives as well as field management
committees. :

Sir, Shri Saikia also referred to eight halts and inspection of panchayat
raj institutions. ltisnecessary that the officers connccted with community
development and panchayats should spend some time in the villages. There-
fore we have fixed a certain sca ¢ of night halts fo: the otficers. The Block
Development Officers are to do 5 night halis durinz a month, the Extension
officers, such as Agriculture, Panchayat, Veterinary, Co--operalive, ¢tc., are
to do 8 night halts every month ; the gram sevaks have to do at least 10
night halts in a month. Sir, it is expected that our inspecting officers
should see that instructions issued from time to tume are followed by
the block level officials. Sir, to ensure¢ proper inspection by administrative
and techniczl officers we have laid down  scales of inspection for
different categories of  officers. The Deputy  Clommissioners and
Subdivisional officers are tu inspact its block within their  jurisidiction
once in'a quarter. The term Deputy Commissioner  and  Subdivisional
officer include Additonal Deputy Commissioner and Sadar Subdivisional
officer. The District and Subdivisional heads of department should wvisit
each block once in 6 months to give necessary guidance and supervision
with regard t0 their respective departments. The heads of department
and depu.es and their zomal officers should amongzst thems:lves inspect
each block once in a year. The heids of departments should personally
inspect as many blocks as possible in course of their regular tours selecting
new blocks by turn every year. Thus we hope that the Panchayats and
the Blocks will get effective guidance.  Besides them, the headquarters
staff of the Panchayat and Community = Development and the Zonal
Assistant Development Coommissioner Will amongst themselves inspect each
block once in six months. The Commissioners of Divisions are also expected
to visit blocks. The Production Commissioner is already visiting & number

of blocks and guiding the local officers on the spot.

Sir, we also feel that close guidance is to be given to the gaon pancha-
yats. Sowe have laid down scales of inspection of gaon panchayats .b.y
different block level officers. The block development oihf%ers should wvisit
each gaon panchayat ance, in 6 months. The Extension Of ict_:rs, Panchayat
and Agriculture should inspect each gaon p.anchayat within their areas
once in 3 months, Where: there is 10 extension officer, Panchayat, the
social education organisers should ’conduct inspection Oig" each gaon
panchayat at least once .1 4 months. The other e);ten51%§1 Oliclegskshould
inspect gaon panchayats at least once 11 6 months. »Ir, : think these
instructions are adequate to give guidance and supervision 0 the Ill)ancha.
yati raj institutions and community development l;)ll‘)(.‘lﬁ— We shall see
that these instructions aie followed  strictly by different categories of

officers.
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Sir, some of the hon. members, espcially the hon. member from
Sorbhog, Shri Akshoy kumar Das, referred to corruption and misuse of
money in panchayat. I can assure the House that steps have been taken
to eradicate corruption and abuse from the p2nchayati raj institutions.
WE are anxious that cases of misapproriation are dealt with promp tly
and  effectively at  the first opportunity.  Adequate legal ‘and
departmental actions have been taken in each case cdetected so far.
Steps  have also hzen taken to compleie the audit of panchayati raj
bodies. Th: question of strengchening the audit siaff has received due
attention. In fact. th= staff of the examiner of Local Accouats has already
been increased. The internal audit o ganisation of the Panchayat Depart-
mentis als) being sirengthened. In taeplan budget for the year 1966—67
under the head - 32.-Rural Development -, necessary provision has beea
made for additional supervisory and audit staff,

Sir, I would like to refer to the observations of the hon. member from
North Karimganj, Shri Rothindra Nath Sen. His observations have been
commented on in the editorial of Natun Assamiya yesterday. Shri Sen was
reported as sas ing that five M L.As. and three Presidents of the Mohkuma
Parishads were deputed to Hyderabad in S. D. Os. training course and
no S.D. O. was deputed, names of M. L. A:c. and Presidents of Moh-
kuma Parishads quoted by Shri Sen were the panel of names prepared
for orientation course at Hyderabad. Tt was not for S. D. Os. course.

It is not correct that five M L. As and threc Mohkuma Parishad
Presidents were deputed to Hyderabad, as appeared in the editorial of
Natun Asamiya yesterday. Sir, therc was some conlusion. Shri Sen saw
selected for the 'orientation course and I am sorry that he has been
Sént to a course which he alleged that it wrs not meant for him. Sir,
explanations ‘are being called for from those who originated the pro-
Posal in the secretariat. However, Sir, Shri Sen himself told in this
HPUSLf that the training was very useful to him. He has undergone the
first phase of (he training. The Training Institution also accepted him.
He has also alleged that the advance to be paic to him was delayed to him,
Sir, the reason for delay in making payment to him is being enquired into.
Sir, thece was an allegation macie by the hon. Member from Moran......

Shri DULAL. CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat) : Sir, on a point of
clarification, the hon Member Shri Sen

.........

. Mrx. SPEAKER : You need not ask for that. The hon. Member
himself 15 there,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Sir, as I havesaid the
first phase of the training has been undergone by Shri Sen ; the first phase

related to orientation and the second phase is perhaps strictly for administras
tiv€é purpose.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Ona point of
clarificarion, Sir. The fact romains that the training course was meant for
the Subdivisional Officers, and it is surprising how......

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Rarimganj North) : Sir, the real
fact is that the Clourse was the Sixth Sub-Divisional Officers’
Course and it was not Orientation Course. In any case, Sir, it
much useful,

Trainin g
was very
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Shr: DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Sir, as I have already

told here, explanations have been called for from those who are responsible
for this. :

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: But how is it that not a
single Subdivisional Officer was sent irom this State ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Sir, we did not depute our
Subdivisiona! Officers because at that time the admiunisiration could not
spare them for this training course. Sir, there was certain allegation
specially from the hon. Member from Moran that Gram Sevaks do not take
pain to visit the villages. Sir, instructions are there that Gram Sevaks should
undertake at least 20 days tour and out of that, there should be 10 night
halts in villages. Sir, strict instructions will be issued to district officers so
that she Gram Sevaks do undertake tours in villages and halt there for 10
nights in villages.

(The bell rang)

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: sir, I may be given few
minutes’ more time.

Mr. SPEAKER: You arc allowed five minutes more.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, the Gram Sevaks.........

Myr. SPEAKER : - We are not to discuss tne entire Panchayat pro-
aramme. What we are concerned with are the points raised by the different
hon. Members regarding Panchay: ti ad ministiation and I am sure, the Deputy
Minister will be relevant if he answers only those queries made by the hon
Members earlier, instezd of speaking about the whole scheme of Pancha.
vati Raj and what does the Panchayat stand for.

Shri DEVENDNA NATH HAZARIKA: Yer, Sir, the hon. Member
from Kamalpur, Shri Sarat Goswami, has suggested that there should be
revolutionary change in the leadership of the Panchayats, Sir, I quite agree
that revolutionary ledership should be there in the Panchayats to bring
revolutionary changes in the cconomic and social conditions of the rura]
population.  Sir, with the hope of bringing vitality and life to the Pancha-
yat leadership, Governmc it have encouraged Pa.nclmyut Parishad—which ig
a purely non-official organisation, upd you .W?J_l' be glad to know, Sir, Shri
Sarat Goswami is the President of this organisation. »ir, Shri Lakshmi Prasad
Goswami has referced to non-preduction of accounts by certain Panchayats
for audit purpose. He has not mentioned the name of any Panchayat, Per-
haps he has mentioned the observations of the Examiner of Local Accounts,
After receipt of intimation from the Local Ex;.mmer, Government have
instructed all Secretaries of the Anchalik Panchayats to impress upon the
Presidents of Gaon Panchayats under their respective Jurisdiction to produce
vrecords before the Audit. The question of audit of Panchayat Raj Bodies
have been given all India importance. I'ie Government of Int_i'la set up a
Committee in 1964 to study this problem. Ifgny Panf:llayat fails to produce
accounts, we will have to take appropriate aCt.on against it. Sir, yesterday
the hon. Member, Shri Haladhar Uzir, referred that in Tamralpur Anchalik
Panchayat arca, {rom must_urd seeds, sqmelhmg else was grown. Sii, the
matter has been enquired into. Sir, the B. L. O., Tamalpur received 20
maunds of mustard seed arranged by the 5. D. O., Agriculture, Barpeta

Y
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which was distributed to the Gaon Panchayats. It was reported from two
villages that some of the crops raised out of those seeds was found to be
different from mustard crop. The matter is under enquiry by the District
Agricultural Officer, Gauhati. Sir, the hon. Meu'ber Shri H. N, Talukdar,
rcad out a news-item published in a paper about embezzlement of Pancha-
yat fundsin case of a number of Panchayats in Gauhati Subdivision. Sir,
in Rampur Anchalik Panchayat, on receipt of the allegation made by the
President of the Ancha'ik Panchayat the Assistant Development Com-
missioner, Gauhati was asked on 1st February, 1965 to enquire into it. The
A. D. C. visited the place and verified the records and stores purchased by
the B D.O. and has been examining the concerned persons and papers. His
report is expected shortly. Instructions are issued (o expedite enquiry.
Sir, the allegation about the misuse of money in Choygacn Anchalik Pancha-
yat, the case was referred to the Police and the Cashier is under suspension
since 25th March, 1964. The Police has referred the mat'er to the hand-
writing expert. Sir, in Boko Anchalik Panchayat, the Accountant is under
suspension.  The case was referred to the Police. After obtaining the report
from the handwriting expert, the Police have charge-sheeted him on 25th
Decen ber, 1965. Sir, regarding the Kamalpur Anchalik Panchayat, in 1964,
the B. D. O. purchased agricultural implements and plant protection equip-
ments worth about Rs.6,800 under Agriculture Scheme. The Schemes were
part of the overall Five Year Scheme of the Block technically vetted by the
District Agriculture Officer, Gauhati. The Agriculture schemes originally
provided for purchase of agricultural implements and equipments and equip-
ments costing about Rs.9,000. This was also approved by the then President
of the Anchalik Panchayat on 19th November, 1964. Payment of Rs.6, 00
was made to the supplier by cheques from ~Panchayat account on 22nd
December, 1964 against suppli s already received. [he B. D. O. incurred
the expenditure from Panchayat fund in anticipation of recouping the
amount from the Government grant to the Panchayat. Governwent has
asked rthe District Agricultural Officer, Gauhati to enquire into the
allegations and his detailed report is awaited.

" (The bell rang up)

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, a nuinber of points

have been raised in this House by the different hon. Members. I am sorry for
want of time, I could not clarify all those points.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): Mr. Spzaker, Sir, we
are meeting in this particular session under the <hadow of a great misfortune
which has belallen a certain part our State. Sir, our heart goes ont to-the
Mizos in this hour of their sufferings. Sir, I am speaking on behalf of the
Khasi people and I can say that we are not so much concerned with the
independence demand put forward by the Mizo National Front or the methods
that they have adopted for its realisation, we are more ccncerned with the
reasons and causes which have led to such an open revolt.  Sir, it is very
regrettable that the seriousness of the situation in the Mizo Hills has been
sought to be minimised on the floor of this House, 1 shall draw the attention
of the House, Sir, to the statement made by the Hon'bie Chief Minister as
reported by the Assam Tribune on 16th March, 196u. <In his statement
before the House the Chiel Minister said that some further reports had been
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received which indicated that while some bunkers had been built, the opposi-
tion from the Armed gangs was very light and the security forces entered
Lungleh on the 13th March at 13°15 hours. Some weapons were captured
and a few persons arrested for further interrogation’’. And an official
spokesman gave this information to the Press as reported by Assam Tribune
on 15th March, 1966. ¢He said that combing operations were in progress
all over the district and the Army units had reported little resistence from
the unlawful elements who were now virtually on the run. At some places,
they are waving white flags and retreating. Finding the situation hot many
of the insurgenrts were reported to have dropped their arms and fled. Their
strength is  believed to have dwindled down to a [ew hundreds from the
original estirate of a little over 1,000,

" Sir, that being the official report, 1 personally fiil to understand why the
General Officer Lommanding of the Eastern Command should imme=diately
fly to Mizo Hills? 1 fail to understand why the Air Force had to be used
in order to sup:ess the revolt ? If the situation i3 as described by this
official report, 1t passes all comprehension as to why the Air Force should
be used at all against the hostiles 7 Sir, T would like to know f{rom:the
hon. Chiei Minister under what law was the Air Force called in aid of
civil power since there was no declaration of Martial law ? Did the Chief
Minister have any pre-knowledge ?  Was he consulted ? Did he have any
hand in the maiter 7 We want to be enlightened on this score. Sir, I
regret very wmuch that the Government is still pursuing that vindictive and
teach-them-a-lesson attitude. ““Crush them’’, declared the Union Minister.
“Cieush them” re-echo:d the Prime Minister. Siy L ask this House, I ask
the couantry—have we aot learnt anything from the past experience in the
Naga Hills where the army had to be used for a number of year to quell
the Naga revolt P Sir, when peace was brought although temporarily, in
Naga Hills it was not by means of the Armel Forces but by following the
policy of peacelul approach. Our late Prime Minister tried to impart his
healing touch to tire Naga problem and was pirtially successiul. Peace can
only be brought in this way and not by killitg people.  Sir, in order to help
the military convoy to get through, the Air Force was used for straffing and
as a result many houses must have been damaged and lot of people and
cattle must have been either killed or wouaded. Ceitainly this is not the
way by which you can uitimately evolve a solution to a very very difficu.t
problem. What I think, Sir, is that Government should deal with this
uprising in such a way as will pave the way and create an atmosphere
for the ultimate evolution of a solution acceptable to all. T do not think,
Sir, as has been stated by the Chief Minister that these armed rebels are
merely armed gangs, or blood-thirsty bandits’ who are out to shed human
blood for the mere fun ofit. Certainly not, Sir. It is only because they
thought that the existence of their tribe is at stake that they are compelled
to take this extrsme measure. 1 do not say that this is a very wrong
impression. Taey may e partially rig (¢ when they feel that t.e future of
their tribe is at stake. But certaimy, Sir, I say thot these youngmen have
adopted a civilized method of revolt agiinst the Government. To substan-
tial it, I will read from the Chiel Ministcr’s report—<'while most ot the
L}!ﬂ.gleh town seemed to have been deserted, there w-re 10 persons in the
Civil hospital consisting of five Assam Rifles man and five pesons of the
B.SF. One Junior Commissioned Officer and thvee other ranks of the
Assam Rifles men were there with their fam lies. It also appearel that ihe
Superintendent of the Gachar Telegraph Gircle and anothsr officer from
Cachar Post an-| Telegraph who were touring about in the Miz » district and
were at Lungleh on the 26th February had bien detained by unlawful

=

TR,




1966] GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET 855
clements. The officers have been release .  If the M.N.F. volunteers are
blood-thirsty bandits, T ask the House where is the difficuliy for these people
who were captured by the rebels to be murdered ? I repeat, Sir, if the
M.N.F. volunteers were simply on the bivod path wnere is the ditliculty for
them to kill these people some of whom are members of our Army (laughter) 2
Certainly, Sir, our Ministers arc only amused to see that human beings are
being killed. Human life has no importance to them. If one is killed here,
and another is killed there, it is nothing to them. But to us, it is a matier of
great concern. So, Sir, when the rebels are using the most c1v1.hsed methods,
I wouid urge the Government to adopt the same civilised attitude and use

. the minimum f{orce. Certainly I do not say that the Government should

surrender to an armed revolt. I would not support that course of action.

But I say use minimum force in future so that a solution can be ultimately
evolved,

I would ‘also like to be assured by the Chief Minister that there was
no bumbing. We receive persistent rumours and report from some of the
Mizo people that the Air Force resorted to bombing and I would like that a
delegation of this House should go to Mizo Hills and make an on-the-spot
enquiry as to whether the Air Force rescrted to bombing.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS (Sarbhog): May I know whether the
hon. Member is defmite about the bombing ?

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA: I am not definite. 1 think the
senior Member of the House has some difficuity in hearing me. I have said
that we receive persistent ramours and reports that there was bombing. L
want it to be verified by no less than a delegation of the members of thi8
august House. ] g

Sir, 1t was said that the President of the M.N.F. had violated a written
undertaking given to the Chiel’ Minister not to resort to violent means for the
attamment of their demand. Certainly, Sir, T will say it is very regrettable
on his part to have viclated the undertaking. But I ask this House, are our
hands clean ? When we are accusing the President of the M.N.F., let us
Pause and ask “‘had not even the Chief Minister violated a solemn pledge
given on the floor of this very House” ?  When there was a persistent demane
to make Assamese the Official Language, he said in 1960 that he would rather
wait for the demand to come from the non-Assamese speaking people. It
was a solemn undertaking but I think certain political forces compelled him
to shift from that stand. Besides, have you not encouraged those who violated
their written pledges ? Have you not felt very much entertained and pleased
when Mr. Pohshna took his stand in the House, condemning the party whose
pledge he signed before he won the election ?  Have you not encouraged
him to betray the party ? You definitely cncouraged him and when he

- condemned the APHLC you were laughing and laughing in diabolical

enjoyment and because he betrayed his party he should be rewarded, and
the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills Autonomous District must be divided in order
to please him. - Task this House if you say that the people of Jaintia Hills
are different from the people of Khasi Hills to the extent that they must be
separated, [ asc you, ‘are the Mizos more akin to the Assamese speaking
people of the State that they should remain under the same administration® ?
What is common between the Mizos and the Assamese speaking people ?
There is nothing absolutely except the fact that they were conquered by the
same foreign ‘power, the British 3 otherwise there is nothing, as a matter of
fact to bind them together and put them under the same administration,
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But the majority of Mizos, T admit, had given consent to be in India by

being in Assam. Clonsequeatly the Mizo Union voluntarily associated itself

with the Congres; Parliamentary Party and Mr. Supranga at onc time joined \
the Government as the Parliamentary Secretary. What happened now ? {
The Mizo Union is now demanding a State of its own and the M.N.F.
has gone one step further and deman-ed secession from India. Now, Sir,
why was this demand made ?  When the Mizo problem was exposed to ‘
national and international view, many of our friends in this House and outside |

started looking around for a scape-goat. ‘Let us try to find somebody to bear gl
the blame for this’. The Missionaries, by virtue of their position, cannot join

any controversy and come to this House to defend themselves. Even they

cannot write articles in newspapers defending their position. ‘Oh! yes, let "

us blame the missionaries’. It is they who instigate the demand for a Hill =

State because the tribal people are backward, so backward and stupid, so
devoid of reasoning and independent thinking that they cannot decide for
themselves and it must be the missionaries who instigate them. This is a
kind of falsehood you have devised tu cover up your sins of commission and ¢
omission. Sir, I say this is one of the causes that has led to this revolt. :
I know Manliana and others and they used to tell me that they very much A
resent this charge because first ol ail it is untrue and, secondly, it amounts
to an insult to them—to suggest that Mizo people and the people of the hills
are not capable of independent decision and had to spoon-fed by the
missionaries. So, Sir, I would like to urge upon the members of this Heouse
and the people in general to stop putting the blame on others who cannot
defend themselves.  Sir, I would like to say that we had, in the past, been
trying to sound a note of warning in this House and also while I was a =~
Member of the Parliament T had occasion to issue a similar warning.
* \
N

In cne of my speeches in Parliament, [ observed as follows:—

“In his reply to the debate in the Naga Hills s Tuensang area Bill,
the Home Minister referred to the autonomous ditricts of Assam and

said.—

‘I have had talks with the leaders and I trust that matter too
will be solved.” ”’ .

Tnis was in the vear 1958. ¢As the statcment was made in Novem-
ber last, I hope the Government by now must have prepared concrete ﬁ
proposals for the solution of our problems and for meeting our <

legitimate aspirations. I hope that he would disclose the nature of his o 5
proposals in his reply to thisdebate. In conclusion, T want to stress the U
fact that any measures aimed at solving our problems which do not

recognise our right to real autonomy and our desire for a unified admi-

nistration will surely fail.

“The idea of a Hills State has captured the imagination of our young
men. It is for this House to decide whether they should be sent to
jungles as rebels or be employed as guardians of the eastern frontier.”
Sir, our late lamented Prime Minister summar‘i‘ly dismissed this warning =
in his customary arrcgance and said in reply: “Our friend Shri Hoover N,
Hynniewta vesterday delivered a very interesting speeph. I do not kn.ow
what about”. 3ir, when we demand a Separate Hill State the Prime [
Minister said he did not know what about. How a tribal had audacity
to demand anything, he must have wondered.
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Mr, SPEAKER: Your time is up. Mr. Hynniewta.
Shri HOOVER HYNNiEWTA: 20 minutes, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER: 5 minutes only.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA: Sir, I would like to draw the
attention of the House to the causes that have contributed_ to tl_ns
revolt ; one of them isthe unjustified blame imposed on the Missionaries
who are in the hill areas. Sir, our friends in the plains _are demanding
jobs for the sons of the soil, for the children of the soil and recawpd
employments in Oil India, in Assam Oil Company and other factories
and institutions. I do not know why they do not apply the same principle

and same attitude towards the hill people whose administration they
are running.

Shri SHRIMAN PRAFULLA GOSWAMI (Nalbari West): Siré on a
point of clarification, does the term children of the soil exclude the tribal ?
Does not it apply to the children of the whole of Assam?

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : Sir, they said itin the context of
the plain areas of Assam and the people residing there, they must have,
excluded the hills people from the definition of the children of the soil.
Most of the posts in our Hills one enjoyed by non-tribals. I do not
understand why the Government cannot give the posts of Muhurrir, peons,
typists, Lower Division Assistants and Upper Division Assistant to the Khasis.
We have Khasi youngmen who are running hére and there searching for
Jobs. These youngmen can easily do such jobs, but they are not enjoyed
and the majority of the postsare given to people from outside.

Shri DRVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) : Sir, may I khow

from the hon. Member whether all the posts of Shillong should be given
to the Khasis ?

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : Yes, Sir, thatis my stand.

(Voice—No, No.)
Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : I say, yes, as far as unskilled posts

are concerned ; I categorically say, yes. I would say my answer is in the
Positive ; yes, yes, yes.

( Voice—No, DNo. )

Mr, SPEAKER : Order, order, order.

(Captain Williamson A. Sangma rose to speak)

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : All right; I can take care of myself.
Sir, T will tell you that most of the contracts, permit for the buses and
taxies in our Hills are given to the non-tribals although a few tribals

are there. Sir, they may shout at me but it would be better for them
to go and fight the Mizo rebels instead,

Mr. SPEAKER : You please address the Chair.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA: Iam addressing you, Sir, but somes=
times I turn this side and sometimes that side.

M. SPEAKER : Try to have balance.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : Sir, Mr. Ahmed the other day said
on the floor of the Parliament that per capita expenditure in Mizo hills
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was Rs. 340 wher eas for the rest ofj Assam it is only Rs. 160. Cer-
tainly, Sir, we would like to be enlightened -how anybody could arrive
at such a comparative figure. Has he taken into account the fact
of the hill areas that not a single Medical College, Agricultural College, Uni-
versity and High Court has been established ? Sir, I would certainly like to
to be enlightened how this figure is airived at. Sir, I want to tell you that
we are not so much after grants as we are after our right to do things for
ourselves. A special scheme was taken up for the Mizo hills and an amount
of Rs.5 crores was granted by the centre. Yet in spite of that this revolt took
place, why does this happen ? With you it is because the M.N.F. which is
demanding independence were of the firm opinion that this money was being
used for political purposes. It was being used as a weapon to seduce the
people to the Congress side. By this weapon the Congress wanted to secure
votes. To cite an example, a defeated Congress candidate has been given
the ticket for the Rajya Sabha. Sir, Mr. Thanglura who was defeated in
the Assembly elections from Mizo Hills he was given ticket for thc Rajya
Sabha. He has been made the member of the Rajya Sabha. Is this a
correct policy ? Is it in keeping with the democratic principle ? So, I say,
Sir, that public offices and grants are used for political purposes, you can
never purchase the people by grants. On the other hand, the more grants
they get, the more they want. They started wondering as to what happened

during the 15 or 16 years of independence and the amount of money they
should have got during that period.

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up,

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : Sir, I would suggest to the Govern-
ment that they should stop thinking in terms of using the grantsas political
weapon for we can never buy people’s loyalty with money. It is only by
doing what is just and fair that we can win their hearts.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tiom): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am really grateful to the hon. Members for the
keen interest they have taken so far Education is concerned because almost
all the hon. Members have spoken regarding the various aspects of Educa-
tion, But, Sir, as you know, so far the education policy is concerned the hon.
Chief Minister has already explained itin his reply to ths debate on the
Governor’s Address and the hon. Education Minister on very many occasions
spoke on the subject. So I do not want to kill the valuable time of this
august House by repeating the same, I shall only try to furnish the infor-
mation regarding the points raised by the hon. Members. But before going
into details let me speak a few words regarding the principles followed by the
Education Department. Sir, itis an admiited fact that education is
the instrument of advancement, and social justice can be done only by
imparting education to all sections of the people living in the hillsand plains
and hence it is essential, to bring parity in education as fast as possible. It
is needless to say that for proper implementation of our ideal of democratic
socialism we have to bring cohesion and intregation of the different sections
of our people. Sir, it is gratifying to note that since Independence there has
been a great urge amongst the people for the development of ¥ education
as a result of which. we have seen so mwany institutions are coming up, because
all of us know only through education and education alone that we can
mould the future generation of our country, physically, mentally, socially,
ceonomically so that they can shoulder the responsibilities as citizens of an
independent country. Though so many institutions have come, up, we€ have

A
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not been able to educate the people to the desired extent because the
Census of 1961 shows that only 27 per cent of the people of our State are
literate. Our main handicap is the paucity of fund. I fully appreciate the
anxiety of the hon. Members regarding the deplorable condition of our
elementary schools. I fully agree with them that elemenfary education is
the base of the whole educational structure. But I admit that in spite of this
urge of our people for education and our sincere efforts lots of things are yet
to be done.

In this connection, Sir, I would like to say that no State Government can
afford to provide all the facilities and amenities; so far as Primary education
is concerned we are only providing teachers. We are speaking of States
like Madras, Andhra and other States, but their level of educational cess is
20 per cent per rupee—of land revenue—for the development of elementary
education. In Bihar also they are levying donation of 45 nP. per capita per
rupee of land revenue. But in spite of that those Governments could not
supply all these things to their schools. Because we have seen that througha
scheme called School Improvement Committe the local people of those areas
collect donations in cash and kind from the public to equip their elementary
schools. So T would like to clarify to the hon. Members that it is not possible
for us to provide all kinds of school materials and other equipments even
though we are trying to do it with our limited fund.

As regards non-recurring grants some hon. Members complained that
the rural areas are not getting but in the urban areas they are getting. Sir,
I am giving the principles under which grants to schools are allotted for the
information of the hon. Members. The principles of sanctioning non-recur-
ring grants to Elementary schools are :— Ik SERE

(1) Non-recurring grants are placed with the District Councils in the
Hills Districts. Rs.] Jakh was sanctioned to the District Coun_cﬂs during the
year 1964-65 and an identical amount is being sanctioned during the current
year also. In addition to the above amount, certain amounts were sanctioned
for the urban schools at Aijal, Lungleh, Diphu, Shillong and Tura. These
Eﬁmménts were made available from the savings of the Elementary Education

oard,

(2) Grants are also sanctioned through the Anchalik Panchayats. A list
of schools is obtained from the D.I. of schools ‘who on his turn consults tl_u
Anchalik Panchayat in this i behalf. The schools selected are froma lise
submitted by the D.I. to the Anchalik Panchayat. An amount of Rs.4 lakhs
was sanctioced during the last year and the same amount 1s being sanctioned
during this year.

(3) The Municipalities and Town Committees also are receiving_ grants
at the rate of Rs.1-50 lakhs. This grant was“sanctioned last year and is going
to be sanctioned during the current year as well.

(4) Schools are also selected for sanction of grants-in-aid when these
are recommended by hon. Members. This was done last year and is proposed
to be done during this year also.

(5) Specific schemes have been taken up for improvement of urban
schools.  All the schools situated in towns, however, could not be improved
by just a few of them have been expanded so that the schools can serve more
or less as a standard schools to feed the local high schools,
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__ (6) A number of central schools have also been established, A central
school is comparatively a bigger school in the area with accommodation for a
large number of students. This central school is fed by cluster of single
teacher schools with only the lower two classes.  Schools of this nature get
grants at a higher rate.

(7) Amalgamation of schools is being encouraged to reduce the number
of schools in close proximity. An amalgamated school gets grant at a higher
rate so that a school of this type can accommodate the children of all the
neighouring schools that are amalgamated.

(8) All schools of teachers who are recipients: of National Award have
been improved and quite some big amounts have been sanctioned for their
schools.

{9) In addition to the big urban schools steps are also being taken to
convert some of the rural schools into model school. A model school is again
expected to be a very large school with a large enrolment and comparatively
a large number of teachers. As these school buildings have to be more
commodious than other schools, the cost on construction is naturally very high
and, therefore, higher grants are sanctioned.

(10) Encouragement is being given by way of appreciable financial
assistance to those schools where the local community’s contribution is very
significant. For example, a local commuaity donating Rs.5,000 is encouraged
as best as possible and a grant of not less than Rs.6,000 is attempted it funds
are available.

This is the principle that we use to follow so far as grants to
elementary schools are concerned. In this connection, Sir, let me
clarify also the position so far as grants to secondary schools are con-
cerned. The policy pursued in giving grants to secondarvy schools in-
cludes the following:

1. Eligibility of a School according to the educational standard.
2. Backwardness of the area where a school is situated.

Backwardness is considered primarily from the educational point
of view. An arer with about 10,000 population is considered to be
educationally backward if there is no secondary school within a radiys
of 5 miles.

3. Expansion and improvement of girls’ education.—As you knoyy
there is a big gap between the education of girls and _bOYS, and it is now
imperative, rather itis a ‘must’ to improve our glrIS’. ﬁd_UCalion, and
we must give special consideration to the girls’ institutions even by
relaxing our existing rules.

Since last year the policy of considering the popalation of the
whole sub-division has been considered. The idea is to remove the
educational imbalance that existed among the different sub-divisions,
Efforts are being made to redistribute schools according tu block-wise
population.
casteFQr non-recurring grants arcas inhabited by tribal and scheduled
laid people are also considered backward. Special en].pha.s\s has been

on expansion and development of education in tribal areas.

=
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Sir, many of the hon. Members have pointed out that new
schools have not been given grants either deficit or ad-hoc. But in
this connection let me say that in the year 1963-64, 169 new
High schools were given ad-hoc grants, 132 were given increased
ad-hoc grants, and 15 high  schools were brought on
to the list of the deficit system schools. During the same
year 230 new M. E. Schools were given ad-hos grants, 74 increased
ad-hoc grants and 81 deficit system granss. During 1964-65, 9 High
Schools  ad-hoc, 17 increased ad-hoc and 1 deficit, 22 new M. E.
Schools  ad-hoc grants, 17 increased ad-hoc grant and 1 deficit grant.
During the current year 15 new high schools have been given ad-hoc
grants, 9 increased ad-khoc and I8 deficit grants. 4 new M. E. Schools
got ad hoc grants, 4 increased and ad-hoc 4 deficit grant. The list is
placed on the Library Table.

As you are aware in 1964 we have raised the pay scale of our
teachers asa result of which we had to curtail our expansion progra-
mmes, for example since last two years we could not take over
any primary school and provide any additional teachers to elementary
schools. But in spitc of all these we have given some grantsto some
most desirable schools from our limited funds.

Sir, some of the hon. Members have referred to the standard
of education. It is an admitted fact that we cannot sacrifice quality
for quantity. In these daysof competition until and unless our students
are equipped with proper knowledge they cennot go ahead in the path
of progress and prosperity. It is a fact that there is a big wastage
and one of the main causes of wastage is that there are so many one-
teacher schools. As I have already stated because of the financial
handicap since the last two years we could not take over any Pri-
mary school, we are trying to provide additional teachers to these
primary schools, but in the near future subjcct to the availability of
funds for improvement of the standard of education right from the
primary to the secondary stage we have increased the intake capacity
of our training centres for which we have got money from the Govern-
ment of India as an advance action. So far as secondary education
is concerned, I am glad to mention, Sir, that we have increased
the number of inspecting staff. Now we have 7 inspectors and Assistant
Inspectors and Assistant Inspectressess attached to them. Moreover the
Secondary Education Board has also appointed a number of Education
Officers on various subjects and they are also trying to improve the

Sta!;‘dard of education by holding seminars of teachers and so on and
so forth, '

Sir, I am glad that many of the hon. Members have mentioned
about the girls’ education. I need not say that today education
of girls is a ‘must’ because we cannot except to have a good nation
if our mothers remain illiterate. Even aftcr the 1st and 2nd Plan it
was found that there was a big gap between education of boys and
that of girls. Therefore, the Government of India constituted one
Committee under the presidentship of Shrimati Durgabai Deshmukh 1o
look into the case of girls’ education, and since then the National
Council for Women was constituted. As a counterpart of it State
Councils have been constituted in different States. The main function
of these councils are to advise the Government for the (1evelopmem
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and improvement of girls’ education in the States. Sir, I have already
mentioned that in the 1st Planand 2nd Plan there were no special
schemes for girls education. During the 3rd Plan some special schemes
were adopted for which the Government of India made special allo-
cations, and out of that we have launched some schemes under which
we use to give grants for girls’ common room in schools where there
is co-education, teachers’ quarters, girls’ hostel, appoint school mother,
sanitary blocks to schools and also scholarships right from the primary
to the University level. Our allocation for the 3rd Plan was Rs.
30 lakhs but as it was within the Plan ceiling for the shortage of
our resources we could not avail all the Plan allocations and as the
impact was also on education we could not utilise the whole amount.
We have already spent about 22 lakhs of rupees out of that. During
the Fourth Plan we propose to have 201-75 lakhs. Sir, in reply to
one question I mentioned that {rom the next year we propose to
give free education to all the girls of our State and under this

scheme also.........
Mr. SPEAKER : Upto what standard ?

Shrimati KOMAL KUMARI BARUA: In the first vyear
upto Class IV. During the fourth Plan we shail be able to
extend it upto Class VI. By the end of the Fourth Plan the edu-
cation for both boys and girls will be free. Many of the hon.

Members have referred to the point whether we shall go back for

two years course for intermediate or we will convert all schools to
Higher Secondary schools. Sir, under the Chairmanship of Shri Kotbari,
Chairman of the University Grants Commission, a Commission has been
appointed to go into _various questions of education and as our Plans
and policies are governed by the Government of India we are to wait
till the Commission’s Teport in publised. Prior to that it would not
be possible for us to take a decision on that matter.

Sir, regarding the Hill University I want to say as the hon.
Members are aware that the Government of India i‘s going to give
one Hill University for the State of Assam, _:m_d for that we have
also adopted a resolution in this House. A similar_resolution is to be
passed by the Nagaland Assembly. Our hon. Chief Minister has
written to the hon. Chief Minister of Nagaland to expedite the
matter. On this matter we have no hand except to request the Naga-
tand Government to expedite the passing of the resolution.

Sir, this morning hon. Member Capt. Sangma mentioned about
the language in the University. He has m_entloned that the léng}lﬂgﬁ
of instruction in the University will be switched over to the Tegional
language, that is, Assamese. It is not a fact. There is neither any such pro-
posal nor any move.

Sir, I would like to say one or two words ; Mool
mass literacy campaign, in the State is concerned. Sir, our hon. Lnil ut
will be glad to know that from the second of October, 1964 we have
launched a camnpaign for cent percent mass litercy and we have comple-
ted four blocks in one Mauza in Nowgong district and it is started in another
four blocks, in Nowgong, two blocks at Goalpara and onc at Dom Dooma
. e., this programe is going on in seven C. D. Blocks and the progress of
work in this regard is very encouraging. For this purpose we have recen_fcd
a sum of Rs. 1'50 lakhsfrom the Government of India as advance action

so far as social educaticn,
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and this amount is outside the State Plan. Now, Sir, these are the
main points, so far education is concerned. I shall now try to give
information on the points raised by the hon. Members, Sir, Shrimati
Gohain mentioned about suitable sitting arrangement in elementary schools.
I have already replied to this point and now I will only reply so far
as girls’ education is concerned. ~Sir, for expansion

and for development
of girls’ education we have got specific schemes and we are giving grants.

At the same time I would like to mention that expansion of education
does not mean multiplication of schools; it means expansion of existing
facilities. Though there are schools for girls and boys yet unless they
fulfil the terms and conditions we cannot extend any help.

Sir, Mr. Nanda Kishore Singh mentioned about the elementary
education. The Board of Elementary Education adopted a policy to
take over the venture schools with only classes A and B. The question
of single teacher schools was discussed and it was pointed out that a
single teacher school with five classes is very ineffective, and so with a
view to making teaching effective and at the same time provide scope
for smaller children it was decided to take over the venture schools
with classes A and B so that the older students could go to a nearby
full-fledged school with all the classes from A to IIl. This is taken to
be a very sound educational principle and, therefore, the policy of taking

over venture schools with only classes A and B where a full-fledged
school is available nearby should continue.

Sir, hon. Member Shri H. S. Lyngdoh referred to the present
condition in the training centre at Shillong. I quite agree that the
present location of the Lady Reid Basic Training Centre is not Very
conducive for training. The training centre in Shillong does have buil-
dings for hostel and the trainees are accommodated in rented houses.
It was, therefore, decided to shift the training centre to some other
place. A site was finally selected at Sohiong and plans and estimates
were also prepared. Government have now accorded administrative
approval for construction of the buildings at an estimated cost of Rs.
5,42,400. The administrative approval was issued on 14th December, 1965,
Sir, he also mentioned about the Primary school teachers. The teachers
of primary schools are appointed by the District Councils and since the
responsibility of management of primary education has been transferred
to the District Councils the Department of Education cannot interfere
in the appointment of teachers even if the Councils prefer to make
appointment from unqualified candidates.

Sir, Shri Rupram Sut has mentioned about many things which
have been covered by my general remarks. He also mentioned about
Library for schools. Provision of library in elementary school is of course
essential, and so we have already given library grants to 200 primary schools,

Shri Uzir has referred that tcacher-training passed and basic-trained
candidates have not yet been absorbed in the Gauhati Sub-division. It
is a fact that the number of qualified and suitable candidates in Gauhati
Subdivision is by far larger than the vacancies occurring in a particulap
year and therefore, all the eligible candidates cannot be appointed,

(The bell rang)
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Sir, Shri Pegu has mentioned that the grants of Rs.5,090 has noit fbeen
utilised’by the Ratanpur Government M. V. school. It appear ronn:
is that only Rs. 1800 was sanctioned to Ratanpur Governme
o recorOIS{ ol during the last year. No report has been recelv?d regar-
il\;In ‘Z;ozfu?i]isation of the grant. The matter is being further enqu;zed into.
As grf:gards Tataya Government M. V. school a grant of Rg. 1,765 _waciz
sanctioned during this year on 3rd June, 1965 as per estimates submitte
for the repair of the school building,

Sir, Shrimati Sen Gupta has referred to the ad : . ‘
of Pre-Primary School teachers. The minimum qualification prescr}bcd
is Matriculation and for the smaller ch.lld{'en we need more qualificd
?eachers. So the qualification for ,Prc~Prnr.;a¥y tCaCh‘eI‘S’ training at
Dibrugath will not be condoned and the existing qualification which is
Matriculation will be maintained.

mission qualification

Shri Upadhyaya has mentioned about San-skri't Edu‘cation, 'Sir, a
scheme has been taken up known as ‘Re-organisation 0{. Sanskrit Edt_x-
cation’. Under this scheme the total number of tols in the State is
sought to be reduced to only 50. Already 10 tols have hbeen covered
under this scheme and another 8 are proposed to be so re-organised.
Eventually all the tols are expected to fall within this S(Fhe_me in which
case the tols would get some non-recurring grant for building etc., and
the Pandits of the tols would get a higher pay scale. The pay scale

of the Pandits of the re-organised tols is Rs. 125--175 ¢, e., the old scale of
the Graduate teachers,

Sir, Mr. Sarat Chandra Goswami_has
primary schools. I have already replied to th
regarding secondary education mentloneq abo
Goswami I would like to say the authority ¢t : )
appprove of opening new section on account of tl}e lncrease in enrolment and
to approve of appointment of additional teachers is already there. The Ins-
pectors of Schools are already empowered to approve pf opening of new sec-
tions, if necessary, but on condition that the school will meet the additional
expenditure on maintenance of additional teachers_ from its own resources.
It is not possible to give grants under the deficit system to meet the
expenditure on the maintenance of additional teachers without prior
information. Our school session starts from January by which time the
hext year budget is prepared. Some additional funds are always
Provided in the budget for progressive expenditure but such an amount
is always limited and may not be expected to meet the expenditure on
the maintenance of additional nted in large num-
bers now a days on account of We have, there-
fore, made it a sort of rule that the Inspectors of Schools will inform
us by June the additionaj requirements in their circles o that the
necessary funds may be provided in the next year’s budget. This is the
only way that we can possibly meet the growing expenditure of schools
regarding additional teachess,

It is, however, appreciated that 25 per cent of fee income which il
the only fund available for schools under the deficit grants to meet al
types of expenditure except the salaries of teachers against the sanctioned
S e g0 B e o TS may, therefore, allow schools
w}ucl} OPen new sections and therefore appoint new additional teachers
to utilise the fes income of the additional section for maintenance Oof

referred about grant for
is point.  About the points
ut by Shri Sarat Chandra
o Inspector of schools to

teachers who are appoi
increase in enrolment.

»
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tcachers without merging that income in general fee income but with due
information to the Inspectors of Schools concerned. This procedure should
continue till additional funds in the Education budget are available for
sanction of new posts in the next financial year. If, however, this fee
income is not sufficient to meet the expenditure the school concerned
may draw on the contingency fund of 25 per cent of fee income.

As regards protection of pay of duly selected Headmasters the matter
will be enquired into. As most of the Sub-Tnspectors’ circle now-a days
are co-terminus with the development blocks the Department  will see
that the respective Sub-Inspectors of Schools stay in their own circles

preferably at block headquarters without sperding too much of their
time at the town office. Sir,......

Myr. SPEAKER: Your time is up.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Sir, one minute more, There
are so many poiots raised by the hon. Members. But one point was

raised in regard to the pay scalz of the College teachers. This point
was raised by Shri Talukdar. Sir......

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. Now, I call Mr.
Talukdar.

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR (Barpeta): Mr.
welcome the budget speech which was placed before the House by the
Finance Minister. Sir at the beginning I want to draw the attention
of the House to one point which I consider is not opoly an important
point but a vital point. That is the Mizo affair. Sir, so long I was
under the impression that the Mizo people were very loyal and law-abiding
people, and I was also under the impression that they also were part
of Assam. Now, what we see ? These Mizo people, probably in the
year 1459, wten millions of rats were a menace to them, the Govern-,
men. came to their rescue by spending lakhs and lakhs of rupees
and in return for that what we have to-day ? Now, it is these people
who are practically at war not only with Assam but also with the
Indian Union. Now, Sir, to come to an agreement between the twe con-
tending parties, from one side shou'd come the offer and from the other side
should come acceptance. The offer is there from our Govsrnment
side but from the other side there was no acceptance. »o we cannot
have any peace on our side. I do not know exactly the number ot
these people including the hilis excepting the people in the Nagaland.
if £ place the number of population at five lakhs of people, these
five lakhs of people are challenging the fifty crores of people. That means
one man challenging a thousand. ‘l1his is possible only in a country
like India, that is Bharat because we are the peace-loving nation. So,
Sir, if there is a good sign from the other side, peace will be possible,
I appeal to some gentleman here who were very vecal in their favour,
Let them go there and convert them into ver. peaceful citizens otherr
wise we do not know whither India is dragging.

Dhaniram

Speaker, Sir, I

Now, Sir, I will come to my own constituency, that is called Barpeta.
This Barpeta constituency includes the town of Barpeta. In the last
two general elections, the Congress lost that seat. This time I was
responsible for winning back that seat. But what was my reward ?
My reward is a big zero. Sir, tigers arc generally not man-eaters they
become so only When they are woundered and hungry. Our Government
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has  wounded the feelings of my constitnency and 1.do not know. Where
the matter will-end. Sir. that book coverins thousands of pages details
a2 number of roads and a number of bridgei. But when my fingers
travelled through all the pages I could not find a single bridge or a
single road for Barpeta. In one place I saw one and that was the
construction of a godown. I found also construction of somebody’s
quarters. In one respect the Gevernment were very generous. Sir, to
accommodate 78 convicts which of course does not concern the public,
the Government are spending almost <0 lakhs of rupees. So,-in a place
like Barpeta for 25,000 rupees a convict will have two palatial buildings,
one for residential purpose and the other for hire.

Now, Sir, I come to education. There also I do not know whom to
approach. It is something like a tennis ball ; where to begin I cannot say
and where to end also I cannot say. However, there are generous persons
there and we are putiing our hope in them. Now, Sir, in my last speech
in the Govenor’s Address I pointed out one thing. That hundreds of
students have been refused admission inthe High Schools. The Higher
Secondary Class has proved to be failure beeause up to this
time we have got 85 Higher Sccondary Schools and those pupiles who
are going for Higher Secondary Schools cannot follow the lectures in engi-
neering class or in medical class. So, Sir, there is no use of these
Secondary Classes.

This school has to be dissolved, this Higher Secondary Class. With
the money that has to be spent for one Higher Secondary School three
Matriculation schools can be maintained. Now, Sir, what is the justi-
fication for which the Government has to open up schools for Higher Secon-
dary Education for less than half the students, while the majority are to be
denied that education because there are no seats available; what
justification we have to give education to some of our children and
not giving the same educatian to some others ? We have won our
independent Government and run it lor the Jast 13 years. But up to
this time we have not been able to solve the problem of even pri-
mary education. There are many Lower Primary schools which have
not been recognised by the Department. Then, Sir, for the first time
when I came to this House, I found not a single bridge for my
constituency, and I approached our IHon. Chief Minister and made a
personal request, and he was kind enough to promise e a Dbridge
(laughter from every side of the House) but, Sir, this time also I
could not sec any provision for that bridge !

(Voice—a bridge ! a bridge!)

Sir, as I do not use speaks, and thercfore probably I could not
see it, I suppose.

(Ldug]ltc:r)

Then last time also, I made a spccial appe;ﬂ. ty our E.mbankmcnt
Minister. He also promised me an embankment Of. 8 miles long to
protect the crops of 5 Mouzas. I pointed out to him that last vear
due to early flood, there was damage done to crops valued at about
2 crores of rupees and i that embankimnent had lieen conslrt.u:_ted by
the Governwent then Government would have saved the localities’ and
the crops worth of 2 crores of rupees or so. Sir, as far as I remember
.ﬂj‘e hon-_ Minister noted it down with 2 smile,

(Laughter)
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Sir, Mr. Chaudhury is a very kind and perfect gentleman. When
he laughs, it is welcome, bat when he smiles it is very dangerous.

(Laughter from both sides)
Sir, that also is the case with :ome other Ministers.
(Laughter)
Then Sir T do want to take much time.
(Voice—What ;'.JbOut the Medical Minister ?)

Sir, regarding the Medical Minister, he is very good. What else
am I to say, hecause there is no dispensary or if there are dispensaries
some of them are being run by compounders and if there is doctor,
there is no medicine. So the problem is solved.

{(Laughter from all sides)

But he is a very accommodating man, Sir. Then I come to Public
Works Department and my friend, Mr. Gogoi, he was once a friend of
mine. Sir, on my way to Barpeta during the last Dol festival I found
many of the bridges being dismantled. I was wondering to see that
the bridges were being dismaantaled by the end of the dry season.
Generally they have to be dismantaled in the month of October-November.
NOw with the eacly rain by the first part of April, the sub-ways
Will b= submerged by water and consequently the traffic on the sub-
Ay ivniishe stopped. So I requcst the hon. Minister to pay visits
OCcasionally and see how the affairs are going on. Then, Sir,......

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up.

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR: Sir. last time you were kind
enough to give e more time and I think you will be kind enough
this time alsy to give some more time. Moreover, Sir, you may kindly
allot some time for me out of the saving-by saving I mean, Sir, T do
Bot waste time by putting quesiions and therefore you may very
kindly give me some more time, Sir.

. Mr. SBEAKER: All right, all right, you are given some moge:
time. Please g0 on.

Shri DHANIRAM TALUKDAR: Sir, regarding the industries, some
of my friends have stuted about a new refinery. But what is going to
happen ? How it is going to be manned ? So before opening that second
refinery, 1 would request the Minister-in-charge, Shri Tripathi, to get
some young Assamese pelple trained o that they may be employed in
that refinery, Get some Assamese people, train them in some foreign
countries, and alter their training, set up the second refinery., In this

_refinery there must n¢ be outsider, outsiders should not be allowed there.

I mean uno non-Assamsse”people should get all eniployments there: That

should be the condition, Sir.
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamentary
Affairs): That would be against the Constitutional provision.

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR: Then we must do away with

that Constitutional provision.

(laughter {rom all sides)

Because we are interested in the welfare ofour people. Now, Sir, about
female emancipation. Sir, we must forget that the first Lady of India
is above our head, the Prime Minister. We may wait for that day, Sir,
when a sermon will come from Delhi, our Devalok, that you must reserve
50 per cent of the seats for Ladies, and I think that day will coma Very soon.

(laughter from all sides)

Then how the state ol affairs will be run, if right from now we do not
take kezn interest for vur female education. I am not interested for the
old ladies, I am interested for our young people. They wiil be in the helm
of affairs in futnre. So I am not thinking about our Lady Members. A
day may come, when the ladies will be occupying these seats, and they
will be telling us—wvacate for us, and go to the kitchen.

(Jlaughter from all sides)

That day may come.

Then, Sir, asregards the collection of Revenue, T would like to sug-
gest a few acts before the House. Sir, there are lakhs and crores of
rupees which are lying unrealised. Sir, in four or five mouzas one S.D.C.
may be appointed to collect those revenues. But the income of those
mouzas will be four or five tinies than the salary of the officer ap svinted.
But we find some mauzadars fail to collect their revenue f{rom their
respective mouzas. I, therefore, suggest to the Government that those
mouzadars, who fail to collect the revenue, should be allowed to go on
leave.

As regards the reserve land in tle name of P. G. R, I would like 1o
state that thousand bighas of land under this name remain unused. T
therefore, suggest to the Government to distribute those land to the land:
tess cultivators, In this connection T would like to mention that when
the price of milk per maund was Rs. 3 the tax on buffalo was also Rs. 3.
But now, when the price per maund of milk is Rs.35 the tax per
buffalo rcmains w1 changed. T think, Sir, the rate of taxation on buyffalo
should also be increased, if the graziers fail to lower the prices of G
Rs. 20.

(The bell rang)

Sir, I want to speak a few points more.

Sir, asregards supply I would like to speak a few words, Sir, itis
a very curious affair. Last time I complained against a particular Inspector
of Supply. Siz, T am told that he is getting above there in Barpeta. I do not
like tc dis: lose the name.

I simply requested the Supply Minister about
this Supplv Inspector who is to be transferred, He also smiled, and

™
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the said Inspector is reported to have said that he will be there till the gene-
ral election. Sir, as regards one Police Sub-Inspector last time I asked the
Inspector General of Police to transfer hizn from Barpeta. He gets lot of
bribe. He gives protection to Pakistanis and take action against non-
Pakistanis. 1 also brought this matter to the Superintendent of Police.
Sir, I appeal to the Government to take action against the Police Officer.
Sir, 1 think, the hon. Members of this House are getting impatient.
But T would like to spcak another very important matter which also
relates to supply. To the district of Coochbihar in West Bengal, which
is very near to Assam Border, 100 and 100 mounds of 1ice are being
smuggled from our place. Several trucks are coming daily and they carry
lots of rice ond paddy from our State. But we find there is none in the
checkpost who can check the movement of these trucks. Sir, I pointed
1t wvut to the Hon’ble Supply Minster also. I do not know what acticn
he has taken. Sir, unless and until we stop this the price of paddy can-

not be reduced. This is one of the reasons for increased rates of paddy
In our subdivision.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) : Sir, may I know,
from the hoq. Member, how many times he saw the trucks coming from
West Bengal ?

Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR: Throughout the year.

Mr. SPEAKER: His question is whether you have seen it with your
own eyes ?
_ Shri DHANI RAM TALUKDAR: Ofcourse, Sir, I have not seen
‘Vllh my own eyes.

(Laughter)

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue): Mr.
“peaker, Sir, I am very grateful to the hon. Members for advancing
constructive criticism and suggestior s for solving the land problem in our
State, Sir, it is a very difficult and complicated problem. But still I
would like to say that sincere efforts have been made by the Covernment
for solving this problem as far as possible. Sir. the main contention of
tllle honourable members are—landless problem has not been solved, irriga-
tion and flood affected people have not been rehabilitated, various laws
Passed for land reforms have not bzen implementad, etc. Sir, before
I_ €ome to reply those points raised by the Fonourable members, I would
like to make clear to this House about availability of lands, not orly in our
State but in the entire country. The problem of finding land is indeed
a colossal one. In India, as a whole, per capita of land available is 1-84
acres compared to per capita of 12'8 acres available in U.S. A. and
26:5 acres of land available in U.S.S.R. But in India, it comes to
I e cnes o fitonltivable llana per capita. In the case of Assam, in 1963-64
t]}e Per capita of cultivable land stood at ‘28 Hectors i.e. about 33
Keathas W R 2 vicw (o solve tl is problem, to some extent, the State
Government has appointed a Committee which is called The Waste Land
Surwty Commitiee. That Committee has been touring throughout the
State and has submitted a report which is under examination of the
Government. After finalisation ofthe same we will be in a position to
know how much land will beavailable. Sir, from the figures, it can be
seen that since 1950 upto 1964, the distribution of land has much improved
In 150-51, the area brought under plough was 199 million Hectors. Now
this has increased to 2:28 million Hectors in 1963-64 and thig is due
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to settlement of land. So, you will find that sufficient lands have been
distrib-.ted. But still it ‘has not been possible to solve the entire problems
of landless people in our State, s

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria): Sir. may I know (rom
the Minister what is the number of bighas in a Hector ?

Shri RADIKA RAM DAS: One Hector is equivalent to aAporoxie
mately 24 highas.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): ST R e o
Hector is equ valent to approximately 24 acres and not highas,

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Yes, I am sorry, it is approximately
2} acres and not bighas. '

Sir, the Census Count of 1961 recorded 11,872,772 landless persons in
our State. Ofthe totil population of Assam, 92'3 per cent j.e. ab.ut
one crore nine lakhs, live in rural areas. The rural population increased
during that decade at the rate 0”3 per cent per annum i.e. about 3 lakhs
cvery year.

Sir, as a part of All India National Sample Survey Programme
the State Department of Econemics and Statistics collaborated in Lh:,:
conduct of an enguiry into land holdings. The result recorded the per-
centage of rural landless families at 15°84, that means, about 22 lakhs
people are landless in our State. S0, Sir, you can easily imagine the
magnitude of these landless people. Butstill we are trying our best to
solve the preblem as far as practicable. But it js nort so easy to solve the
problem within a short time. Moreover, the problem is further aggravated
cue to erosivn of cultivable lands by rivers. Lots of peop'e have bLeen
affected fer setiing up of industries and for military and other Govern-
ment purposes. 50, a huge number of people had become landlrss due to
these various fa tors. Sir, with regaid to erosion affected people, upto
3 st December, 1965, the number of families rendered landless is 20.94-~
out of which 12 413 familics have been rehabili-ared, that is, land h;:;:
been permanently settled with ¢ iem and they have been given only tempo-
rary shelter, becausc permancnt land is not available, ;

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir. may I
know from the honourable vinister what is the number of Persons wao
have not been provided land ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The number of irrigation and floud
affec ed is about 8,000.

From 1918 upto 31st December, 1965, we h.ve thrown open for s 5
ment 3,53 447 bighas of land fr«:;m P. G. R. and 1,32,631 b}ghas nfeltz:i]ed
from V.G. R. and 10,07,596 bighas of Sarkari waste land setied with
land'ess flood affectad peop ¢ [rom 1949‘11_13_[0 September, 1995,

Besides that, Sir, we have requisitioned 1,95,94 bighas of land
from the Tea gardeus and out of this 1,;)7,8‘{3 bighas have been allotted
and regarding others various KPP?'J-_IS have becx} filed before the Government
and the hon. High Court, which are pending. So the balance of the
Jand could not be allotted.

Sir, besides that by the Ceiling Act we haye acquired 95,000 bigh:
of surplus land and most of these lands are undep oacupat’ion ofl'g'tlcll:
people. Sowe land which are waste land and which are not yet occupied
will be distributed amongst the landless cultivators 2

e
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* - Shri MD. UMARUDDIN: Sir, on a voint of information, what
about the land which was taken for reclamation in Kak' and Philobari ?
Whetker th: cntire land was used or not?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS- Sir, in Philobari, the people are not
going there because there is water scarcity. Recently I had been to Philobari
and I saw that the Irrigaton Department took up an irrigativn scheme
I think this scheme has bheen completed by this time. Sir, in this area we
shall settle nany crosion and fl.od «flected people and I think these
people will go there. Regarding Kaki, Sir, it is very difficult to discuss
this problem at this stage and besides th:t there is also the water scarcity.
But as the hoa. Member is aware the Jumna Irrigation Pr ject has been
taken up as stated by the hon. Agriculture Minister, and water will be
available there. Still nearly half of the land ir now under occupation.

Shri M3, UMARUDDIN : Sir, is it not a fact that the Jumna
Irrigation Proj ct will not touch the Kaki project ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : No, it will touch; then, Sir, with
regard to the land reforms, abolition of intermediaries in rcspect of
perman:ntly Setiled areas of Goalpara district and Karimgzanj Subdivision
of Cachar district has been completed except a few to be acquired by
the end of this agricultural year (1372) B.S. Rs.117 Jakhs have been
Paid to the ex-proprietors and jotedars as comp nsation  Preliminary sieps
have been taken for issue of bonds but duz to certain difficulties,

the bond could not yet be printed and issued by the Reserv: Bank of
India.

_ Shri MD. UMARUDDIN: Sir, may I know whether the bonds are
1ssued to the Jotedars which have not been issued ?

. Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Sir, i have alread\ stated that due to
foreign exchange difficulty the paper for printing the bonds could not be
made available by the Reserve Bank of India.

Sir, with regard to the Adhiar Act, today in reply to a questicn I stated
that the Adhiar Act has not been successfully implemented. Sir, the attention
of the Planning Commission has been drawn and Mr. Amir Raja who is in-
charge of land reforms in the Centre came to Assam and we discussed this
matter with hin and the Planning Commission is examining whether the
entire authoriiy of leasing and receiving of rent can be encrusted 1o an inde-
pendent agency like Land Tribunal which can be constituted so as to get rid
of landlord tenant nexus so that it may be possible to implement the Assam
Adhiar Protection Act.

Shri MD. UMARUDDIN : Sir, may I know what are difficulties in the
wa oi succes ful implementation of the Adhiar Act ?  Whether Govern-
ment proposes w set up a commwitiee to go into the matter for the implemen-
1ation of the Act successfully if necessary by bringing an amendment,

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : No, Sir, that is not a problem for
Assam alone. This problem is for the whole of India. The Planning
Comunission has been examining this matter. Then, S'r, with regad (o
Goalpara oneof the Members raised a point whether in Goalpara the
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revenue - is - collectad under the Land Revenue Regulation or under.

the Goalpara Tenancy Act. Sir, you know that in Goalpara there
was Zamindari system and aiter the Zamindari was abolised,the records of
right were prepared and in preparation of this record of right there were cer-
tain anomaties and steps have been raken to remove these difficulties under
sections 103 and 107 of Goalpara Ten:ncy Act. Under Section 4 (6) of the
Zamindari Acquisition Act all dues accruing in respect of lands payable by
tenants shall be recoverable as arrears of land revenue.

Shri Md. UMARUDDIN : Sir I want some clarification here ; the
word ““arrear’’ land revenue does not necessarily mean that it will be realised
under the Assam Land Revenue Regulation. It may ke realised under the
Public Demand Recovery Act. May I know from the hon. Minister if any
step has been taken to realise the arrears under the Public Demand

Recovery Act ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: No, Sir. Because it is realisable as arrear
of land revenue and arrears of land revenue are realised under the Land
Revenue Regulati ns. S», land revenue itself is to be realised as arrear land
revenue. Therefore, land revenue arrears are not realised under the Public
Demand Recovery Act,

Now, Sir, I will reply to some of the points raised by the Hon. Members.
Shri Akshoy Kumar Das has suggested that the landless people should be
placed under the same category as Erosion and Flood affectei people. Sir,
there is one difficulty about that. Thereis the Government resolution of
1958 regarding the policy as to who should be given the first priority.
In case of erosion affected people—those who become landless they are
in the hahit of cultivation. But in other case these people may not be
in the habit of cultivation. At the same time, Sir, I have already stated
that since the land problem isa coliosal one in Assam, the people should
not go for land and they should take some other avocation of life ; ctherwise
this problem cannot be solved. Then, Sir, [ agree with Shri Das that Govern-
ment reserves should not be opened and we are also trying todo so as far as
possible but when emerzency demands and when our erosion and flood
affected people are to be rehabilitated it is not possible to keep the ressrves
as reserves. I have given the ficure that 5 lakh bighasof land have alreadyv
been distributed fro n reserves to the landless and crosion affected people.

Sir, Dr. Ghanashyam Das raised poiat that land has not been settled
with the Scheduled caste pzople. I donot ¢gree with him; lots of scheduled
caste people have been given land. Even at Gauhati, preference is to be
given ta the persoas who are in occupation of land before 1963 for more than
5 years and they are to stay there carrying on their own business. In that
case their cises are consi lered. Besides there is a provision that 50 per cent
of the waste lands in Gauhati would g» to the Scheduled castes people. So
that question does not arise. Now, Sir, hon. Shri Durgeswar Saikia has
raised a point regarding scttlement of land by realising premium. We
are charging a premiuwn for converting annual land to periodic. Ope has
to pay Rs.5 as premium charge lor coverting annual land to periodic.
Moreover, any lani which is used for comumecrcial purposes and fur land
in urban areas, a premium is charged and the land becomes periodic,

Shri MD. UMARUDDIN: Sir, one point is not clear. In case of agri-
cultural landa premium is charged for conversion, May I know when
land is settled directly on periodic lease whether any premium is charged ?

=i

N =g




1966] GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET 873

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : »ir, the agricultural land is not directly
settled. It must be firstof all annual and then it is converted to periodic
settlement on payment of premium.

Then, Sir, hon. Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury raised a point that
in Kamakhya reserve land has been allotted to some persons, but they
have paid premium and also road development charge and that the land has
not been improved as yet. We have asked the Deputy Commissioner to
report about the matter and after getting a report we shall take action
regarding this.

Sir, hon. Shri Nanla Kishore Sinha has raised a point that Governm ‘nt
are settling Evacuee lands in Katigora Circle, Cachar with the new refugces
and reali.ing revenue, althouch it was previously decided to settle such lands
with lo. al people and that this has caused dissatisfacticn. Sir, it may be men-
tioned here in that connection that the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar has
requisitioned an area of about 2,500 bighas of lands vested in the Assam
Evacuee Properity Management Committee in Katigora area of Cachar Dis-
trict to rehabilitate recently migrated refugees from Pakistan. No decision
h-d at any time been taken to settle these evacuee lands only with local
people. As these lands were lying fallow, Deputy Commissioner, Cachar
has rightly requisitioned these for settlement with refugees whose rehabilita-
tion is a moral responsibility of the Government of India.

Regarding the suggestion given by Shri Shriman Prafulla Goswami, he
stated that looting is going in the Acquisition and Requisition Department.
Sir, I disagree with the hon. Member, because if some land is te be acquired
for the Medical Department in that case a representative of the Revenue
Department and one from the Medical Department go to the place, they
visit the place to be taken and prepare compensation. In case of the
acquisition of land for the National High Way about which the hon.
Member has mentioned we came to know about this from an Advocate of
Nalbari first that there some officers have prepared list of compensation for
articles although there was no such thing.

: In th-is petition he citad some specific instances relating to Village
Nij-Jupuki Barma Bazar.

The allegation in the former village was that an Assam type
building with R.C.C. pillars was falsely included in the compen:ation
statement and that compensation was actually paid. In the case of the
latter village a Public Works Department borrow pit was wrongly
assessed as a fishery and compensation was paid thereof. As soon as we got
the information we sent the Under Secretary, Revenue, to enquire into the
matter. Hewent to Naibari and made a preliminary enquiry on the spot
and submitted a report. The Land Acquisition Officer was put under fuS-
pens-on. Three S. K3 were also placed under suspension. Sir, as regards
the Cinema Hall, last year we asked the Deputy Commissioner to remove
their unauthorised occupation of the land. On receipt of thig ;
of eviction they came to Shillong and submitted a petition
Chief Minister which was passed by the Chief Minister to the Minist
of Revenue, The Minister of Revenue in his turn passed an order stw‘er
eviction pending report from the Deputy Commissioner on the petition c'F'I.l}n.g
veport is still awaited, ( The bell rang ). e

notice
before the
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Sir, I have not besn able to reply to all the poiatsraised by the
hon. Membezrs. I shall take note of the points raised by the hon.
Members. AR

Adjourminent

The Assembly then adjourned till 9 a.m. on Friday, the 18th, March,
1966.

Shillong : R. C. CHAUDHURI,
The 26th August, 1966. Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam,
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