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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General
Elections under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

. The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 9 A. M. on
Friday, the 11th March, 1966. - '

PRESENT
Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, s.., Speaker in the

Chair, six Ministers, three Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers and
fifty-two Members. :

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
Re: New Thana Building for Jorhat
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat) asked:

*31. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a)} Whether there is a proposal for construction of a new Police
Station building at Jorhat ?

(b)  Whether Government has finalised the said proposal ?

(c) If so, whether construction of the same has been started ?
(d) If not, why ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

. 31, (a)—Plans and estimates for constructing a two-storied Thana
building at jorhat are under preparation. On receipt of the plans and

estimate, Government will consider the question of execution of the project
subject to the availability of funds.

(b), (c) & (d)—Do not arise.

_Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know from the hon.
Chltf l\fIiuistcr wilvr_l the schcmc will be ﬁnalised ?

g;“t,_-. AT 3 “ o
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : That I cannotsay, Sir.
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R¢: -Momorandum from Assam Match Company’s Employees’
' Association, Dhubri regarding grievances

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked:

*32. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to state—

(a) Whether he has received any memorandum from the Assam
Match Company’s Employees’ Association, Dhubri on
15th October 1965 while he was on tour at Dhubri ?

(b) If so, what were the grievances of the employees ?

(c) What steps Government have taken so far to remove those
grievances ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Health, Excise,
etc.,) replied:

32. (a)—Yes.
(b)—(1) Alleged non-utilisation of machineries adequately result-
ing in fall of earnings of the employees.
(2) Delay in disposal of an Industrial Dispute pending with
the Industrial Tribunal which was referred to him on 22nd July 1963; and
. (3) Violation by the management of Section 72 of the
Employees State Insurance Act, 1948.
(c)—Government have already initiated cunquicy into this and the

Labour Commissioner will be shortly visiting Dhubri for an on-the-spot
enquiry.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Sir, may I know what is the
reason for delaying settlement of the matter by 2/3 years ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the matter was referred
to the Industrial Tribunal, but unfortunately it took a long time to
settic it. The Government has already taken notice of it after the repregen-

tation was made to the Minister, It is now expected that the matter will
be finalised soon.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): When the last
representation was received by the Government ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: October, 1965.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA :
to the Industrial Tribunal ?

When the matter was referred

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Within a few days after the
complaint was received by the Government.

_Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, in the Memorandum
which was submitted to the Minister there was a grievance reg
illegal deduction of sick leave admissible under Employees State Ins
Act, 1948, But in the reply it has not been answered, Sir.

arding
urance

. . Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Minister will please take a note of the
information which has been given to the House,
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I have not got the
Section 72 of the Employces State Insurance Act, 1948 with me. Most
probably other grievances must have been covered by the violation of the

Section 72.- I would request the hon. Member toconsult Section 72 of the
said Act.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Whether from the Government

side any directive has been issued to the Industrial Tribunal to dispose of
the matter within a specific time ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, I have already

said about this.

Re: Appointment of Vice-Chancellors of Dibrugarh and Gauhati
Universities

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:

“33. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Vice-Chancellors of Dibrugarh and Gauhati
Universities have already been appointed ?
(b) If so, who are they?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: (Deputy Minister,
Education): replied:

33. (a)—Not vyet. The Advicory Roard for appointment of
Vice-Chancellor for Gauhati University has submitted their recom-
mendations for the Vice-Chancellorship of the Gauhati University and
these are under consideration of the Chanrellor; alongside the name
for the Vice-Chancellorship of the Dibrugarh University is being
considered by the Chancellor. ~

(b)  Docs not arise.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, may I know, in absence of

Vice-Chancellor, who is conducting the business of the Gauhati Univer-
sity ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Sir, the present Rector has
been authorised to function. ,

Shri DUI_..AL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, who are the members of that
Committee which submitted a panel of names for the appointment of
Vice-Chancellors ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Sir, an Advisory Boardhas been
constituted according to the provision of the Act and the Chairman of that
Committee is Justice S, K. Dutta, one of the members is Shri Omeo Kumar
Das, M,1..a., -and the third member, Shri Dibakar Goswami, a retired D.P,1.
One is nominated by the University Court, and one by the Chancellor,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know, Sir, whether there
was any sitting of the Dibrugarh University Court ?
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Mr. SPEAKER: He means whether that Committee has been
constituted by the Dibrugarh University Court ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Sir, according to the
provisions of the Dibrugarh University Act, there is no necessity of

forming even an Advisory Committee for the purpose of appointment of

Vice-Chancellor of the Dibrugarh University for the first two terms.

. Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Sir, according
to the provision of the Dibrugarh University Act, the authority to delegate
the powers and duties of the Vice-Chancellor to the Rector only rests with
the Vice-Chancellor. So, Sir, may I know who has delegated those power
to the Rector to function as the Vice-Chancellor ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: May I submit, Sir, in
exercise of the power— there has been a Gazette Notification to that eflect,
Sir, which reads :—1In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 46 of the
Dibrugarh University Act, 1965 (Assam Act VIIT of 1965), the State
Government hereby order empowering the Rector, Dibrugarh University
to exercise the functions and responsibilities of the Vice-Chancellor; Dibru-
garh University under the provisions of the aforesaid Act till the first Vice-
Chancellor is appointed under Section43 (1) of the Act.

Mr. SPEAKER : As pointed out by Shri Goswami, according to the
provision of the Act, only the Vice-Chancellor can delegate the powers to
the Rector under Section 14 of the Act ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Sir, I want notice for replying
this,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, should there be one nominee
of the Dibrugarh University Court to consritute a Committee for the purpose
of appointment of the Vice-Chancellor ?

. Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Not necessary, Sir, as I have
said already :

= M.r.r SPEAKER : Fm" the first two terms, there is no necessity of a
ommitiee, so far as the Dibrugarh University is concerned. For the first
two terms, it may be done by the Chanceller.

Shr1 SARATAGH._ANDRA GOSWAMI: According to the provision of
the D:bruga;h University Act, only the Vice-Chancellor can promulgate an
Act or Ordman(.:e, etc.; in respect of the Dibrugarh University. Now in
abs§11cc of the Vice-Chancellor how the Rector can formulate a regulation,
ordinance, etc., for that University ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Yes, Sir, as 1 have already
read out the relevant Gazette Notification, dated 1st September 1965 that in
exercise of the powers conferred under Section 46 of the Act, the State
G_o'v!:rnm.ent empowered the Rector to exercise the functions and responsi-
bilities of the Vice-Chancellor under the provisions of the aforesaid Act.

e



— s

et

1966] QUESTIONS 563

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is whether the Government has got the
authority to appoint the Rector to act as the Vice-Chancellor ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Yes, Sir, the Government
has got it. ;

Mr. SPEAKER : Can you read out the relevant provision of the Act ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Yes, Sir, that is with regard
to removal of difficulties, Section 46 of the Dibrugarh University Act reads 3
“If any difficulty arises as to the first constitution or reconstitution of
any authority of the University after the commencement of this Act or other-
wise in first giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the State Govern-
ment may by order do anything which appears to them necessary for the
purpose of removing the difficulty.”’

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : Sir, according to the Section
46%f the Dibrugarh University Act, whenever there is any difficulty that has
t0 be removed, the Government may by order do anything which appears to
them necessary. But for that purpose that Act or different provisions of the
Act shall have to come into force on a date or dates as the State Government
may, by notification in the official Gazette appoint. My question therefore,
1s whether there was any such Notification made by the Government for
giving effcet to the provisions of the Dibrugarh University Act ?

' Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Yes, Sir, there was a
Gazette Notification.

Shri INDRESWAR KHAUND (Jaipur): Sir, may I know how long

the Rector will continue to function as the Vice-Chancellor of the Dibrugarh
University ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: As long as the Vice-Chan-
cellor is not appointed, this arrangement will continue.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): May I know, Sir,
whether the Rector can act in place of the Vice-Chancellor ?

Mr, SPEAKER : The State Government has authorised, by an order,
the Rector to do like that.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Whether the Government can
authorise the Rector to do so, Sir ?

My, SPEAKER ; Yes, the relevant provision of the Act has been read
out.
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Re - Establishment of a Transformer Factory in the State
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked:

*#36. Will the Minister-in-charge of Industries be pleased to state—

{a) Whether there is a proposal for establishment of a transfor-
mer factory in the State of Assam ?

(b) If so, whether the scheme has been finalised ?
(c) Where it is proposed to be located ?

l'S:l“i KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries)
replied.

36. (a)—Yes.
(b) & (c)~No.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, may I know at what stage
the maitter stands now ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: All that T can say is that
the matter is under active consideration of the Government. ]
_ Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): How long it
will take to finalise it ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That I capnot say now.
Shri Md. UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): Whether this will be i
L i M ) : established
in the Privaie Sector or in the Public Sector and by which departments?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I want notice for that.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BA : Sir ,
R P eT T TR A Five \}::\J:"A];Iailil’s may I know whether this

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, it is so expected.

Shri ARM . :
ijectr;eggftngDEv 2 A (Balipara): Sir, w'vho has prepared the
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, if it is established in
the Public Sector then the Government of India’s approval will be
necessary to the technical sanction, if itis by the State

Mr, SPEAKER : You need not answer to that. You have already
said that you want notice for that.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Whether the Government

received any intimation from the Government of India to this effect and
if so when ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I want notice for that.
Re: Paper and Pulp Industry in Cachar District
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked :
*37. Will the Minister-in-charge of Industries be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government has any scheme for star

Pulp Industry in the district of Cachar ?
(b) If so, what isthe latest position ?

ting Paper and

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries)

37. (a)—Yes. :
(b)—Government is actively considering setting up of a 100 tons

paper mill to be expanded up to 300 tons daily capacity in the Public Sector
in Cachar District.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE: Sir, may I know whether
the site has been selected for the purpose.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the exact site has not
been selected.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, in
Question also it has beenstated that the site has not bee
said that it will be located in the district of Clachar,
why the site has not been selected.

today’s Unstarrved
n selected butit is
50 it is not understood

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the district has been
decided. Itisstillunder the consideration stage.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, when the consideration
stage will be over ?

: Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, it is very difficult to say
that.

Shri TARAPADA RHATTACHARJEE: Sir, will it also be included
in the 4th Five Year Plan ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This is the intention of the
Government,
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): Sir, may I know from
the hon. Minister about the estimated cost for one project ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, I want notice for this.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, isitnot a fact that the
establishment of a paper pulp factory in the district of Cachar has been
approved which has been disclosed by the Minister, Industries in his various

statements ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, it is very clear.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, may I know from. the hon.
Minister whether the State Government has made any correspondence in
this regard with the Government of India ? -

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, that T cannot say.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, the
proposal of setting up a paper pulp factory in Assam Isnot a new proposal.
It is a very old proposal. Actually 5 licenses have been issued for paper and
rayon factory to be established in the private sector. Now as there has
been no progress in the private sector, it has heen decided to doit in the
public sector.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whether the Government of

India agreed to this proposal ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : T have not got the final
consent from the Government of India although I got an assurance from
the then Minister Shri T. N. Singh. But that commitment has not vet
been made. )

Re: Roads under Third Five-Year Plan
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:

*38. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (Roads
and Buildings) be pleased to s'ate—
(a) Whether roads alieady taken up during the Third Five-Year
Plan will be coustructed and completed ?
(b) If so, whether these roads will be completed during the cur-
rent year ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Minister of State, P. W, D, (R,
& D.)] replied:

38, (a)—Yes.
(b)—No, all roads taken up during the Third Plan period cannot be
completed this year. Incomplete schemes will be carried over to the 4th
Plan for completion.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : May I know what was the total

amount earmarked [or roads during the 3rd Five Year Plan and what amount
has been spent out of that ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: The total cost of the 3rd Five
Year Plan Schemes of Roads and Bridges (General) is Rs.12,65,00,000
against which the expenditure target is limited to Rs.850 lakhs. It is appas-
rent from this fact that all works taken up will not be completed during this
plan period. ‘TI'he fact is, wotks on Roads and Bridges already taken up will
continue according to availability of funds till their completion. Works
which will remain incomplete during the 3rd Plan will be spilled over to the
4th Plan for their complétion, As per Annual Plan allocation this Depart=
ment received Rs.565'90 lakhs by 1964-65 which has been fully spent. The
allocation for the current year, 1965-66, is Rs.187 lakhs which will also be
spent in full. Thus the total anticipated expendidure by the end of this
plan period will be Rs.752 90 lakhs against the expenditure target of Rs.850
lakhs ; the shortage in expenditure target is due t» inadequate allocations of

funds in the previous years as well as the current year. ‘Uhat is why, Sir, all
the works could not be completed.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: The target was more than 12
crores of rupees, but from the Minister’s statement we find that only about
8 crores of rupees will b spent during this Plan period, leaving a gap of
about 4 crores of rupces unspent. ill the Minister be pleased to state
whether this 4 crores of rupees will be spiiled oaver to t'he_’}th Plan and this
&mount wiil alse be spent along with the 4th Plan allocation ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: A:I have already said, against a
total provision of Rs. . ,265 lakhs, 2 sum of Rs.850 lakhs was sanctioned.
That means the target was Rs.1,265 lakhs, but the expend}ture target was
limited to Rs.850 lakhs. But even this amount was not available and there
was a shordfall of roughly 99 lakhs. Therefore, this programme could not
be completed.  All the unfinished works will be spiiled over to the 4th Plan,

. Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): Out of Rs.850 lakhs sance
tioned for the 4rd Plan, may I know what was the amount actually spent
for construction of office buildings, staff quarters and vehicles ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: I want notice,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): So faras I
recollect, the

¢ JProgramme of roads for the 3rd Plan was for Rs.12,65,00,000,
with a financia] Programme of Rs.8% crores. That means, plans for work to the
;::I:tent °1f q lb% crores of rupees was taken knowing fully well that money availa-
hle wou

€ 10 the extent of 8% crores of rupees. But because of diversion ‘of
funds made available o the Public Works Department for the 3rd Plan for
road comes

. s Lo about Rs.7,90,00,000 or so. Therefore, the remaining part
will be spilled over to the 4th Plan.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Wil the hon. Chief Minister be
pleased to state whether as a result of spilling over of nearly 4 crores of rupees
to the 4th Plan, the target of the 4th Plan will be reduced to that extent ?
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: fhese spill-overs are always
there starung from the Ist Plan. You will find, Sir, that there has always
been some spill-over. Tor example, we decide to take up a 20 mile long
road, but we may be able (o complete only 10 m:les during 2 particular Plan
period, the remaining 10 miles will be done in ti.e next Plan.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA. (Balipara): May I know whether such
spili-over will affect the allocation of money for the next Plan period ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Whatever spill-over schemes
remain they will have to be accommodated in the 4th Plan allocations.
Similarly, from the Fourth Plan-alio there will be spili-over to the 5th Plan,

Shri DULAL CAANDRA BARUA (Jorbat): May I know whether
the spiil-over ainount will be utilised only for the incomplete projects or it
will be mixed up with the total allocation ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: The first preference will be
given to completion of the spill-overschemes. For example, this year, as I

said in my Budget speech, the main ¢xpenditure will be for completion of
incompleie schemes.

Re: Eistablishment of an Indusivial Estate at Jorhat
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked :

%39, Will the Minister-in-charge of lndustries be pleased to state—-
‘a)  Whetheritis a fact that Government had decide
establish an Industrial Estate at Jorhat ?
(b) Whether itis also a fact that land has been acquired for the
«aid purpese ?
(c) If so, why work has not been started ?

d long ago to

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister,

Health, Exci
etc.) replied : ZRroe e

3¢, (a)=.Yes.
(b)—Yes, land for the purpose has been acquired.

(¢)—It took time for acquisition of land and for obtaining techni-
cal approval from the Government of India for the scheme,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I kinow when Government
are going to start this project ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It will be started soon,

Re: New Trenching greund for Gavhati Municipality
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked :

“40, Will the Minister-in-charge of Municipal Administration be
pleased to state—
(a) Whether a suitable plot of land has been made available for
the purpose of Trenching ground for the Gauhati Muni-
cipality ?
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(b) If so, the location of the plot ?

(c) If not, when Government expect to selsct a plot for the
above purpose ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, Municipal Adminiscrat-
ion) replied : .

40. (a)—Yes.

(b)—An area of 69B-3K-2L of land at Fatasi] with an area of
14B-1K-3L at Bamuni Maidan was made over to the Gauhati Munimpa‘hty
for the purpose of Trenching ground in lieu of 50B-3K-5L of Muni_c:}pal
land taken over from the Municipality. The Chairman, Municipal
Board, Gauhati, reported that the land allotted was not suitable. .

A different area of 100 bighas of land at Fata:il in Ramsarani
Mouza was then handed over to the Municipality. There was objection

to the use of this land as trenching groun by the local people in view
of which the D. C., Kamrup, wanted to have a joint enquiry locally with
the Chairman, Gauhati Municip

of this 100 bighas could be us
elsewhe e would be necessar
other reason.

ai Board, to see if any particular area out
ed for trenching purpose or some land
y. No jomnt enquiry could be held for one or
But the D. G. has selected a new site in the village grazing
ground at village Hengarabari but the Chairman, Gaubati Mu_nicipal
Board, does not consider the plot suitable. The land at Fatasil is now
being used as 2 Trenching ground.
tc)—Does not arise.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Will the Minister be pleased to
state whether the Fatasil land falls within the municipal area ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: I don’t think it falls within the
municipal area, but I have not got an exact idea.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: This falls within the municipal
area and aseparate land is necessary for the trenching ground.

Shri CHATRASING TERON:

I don’t know whether any reply is
necessary.

Shri DEVENDRA NATE SARMA: Will the Minister kindly verify
whether the Fatasij |

th and falls within the municipal area and if it falls within
the municipal area, will he please find out another suitable plot somewhere
else P

Shri CHATRAS!
suggested at MH-ngara
Board, has said that ¢

NG TERON: An alternative plot has already been

bari grazing reserve, but the Chairman, Municipal
118 1s aslo not suitable

Skri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA:: Will the Minister pers mally see

along with leading prrsons of Gauhati whether that plot of land at Henga -
rabari wili be suitable ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: Asfaras my informa_tio-x goes, the
plot of land is marshy and low-lying. Therelore, if some kind of develop-
ment is done probably it will be possible to utilise that plot of land,
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Therefore, a request was made also to the municipali-ty as to whether
they would be prepared to improve that plo!: of land which was given to-
them by the Deputy Commissioner, but up till now we have not received any
reply to it.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Will the Hon. Minister ask the
Deputy Commissioner to obtain his report also about that land ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: Yes, Sir, we can do it

(Starred Questions Nos,34 and 35 were not put as the hon. Questioners
were absent.) :

fir : Mamorandum submitted by the people of North Cachar Hills
demanding a full-fledged district

Shri J. B. HAGJER (North Cachar Hilis Reserved for Schedualed
Tribes) asked :

53. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(4) Whether the pecople of North Cachar Hills subniitted a
memorandum to the Government of Assam, demanding a
full-fledged district ?

(b) If so, what is the position of their demand ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister Tribal Areas and Wel-
fare of Backward Classes Department) replied :

53. (a)—Yes, a memorandum on the subject has been submiited by the
North Cachar Hills District Congress Committee.

. (b)—A report was called for fron: the Deputy Commissioner,
United D}strlct of Mikir and North Cachar Hills. His report has since
been received and the matter is under examination.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Sir, in
reply to (b) it is stated that 4 report was called for from the Deputy

Commissioner, United Mikir and North Cachar Hills. May we know
when the report has been received?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: The Deputy Commissioner sent
the report to the Commissioner on the 23

t ; d December, 1965 and then
it was sent from the Commissioner to the Department on the 28th
January, 1966.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat) :

J ] Sir, may we know
if any committee has been appointed to ex

amine the matter ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: No, Sir.
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Then who is examining it
Sir?

Shri CHATRASING TERON : Sir, the Government—the Depart-
ment.

Re: Arrear amount due to the Dikhowmukh M, E. School in Sibsagar
Subdivision.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:

94. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(2) What was the arrear amount due to the Dikhowmukh
M. E. School in Sibsagar subdivision, after restoration of
recognition ?

(b) Why the balance has not yet been paid ?

(c) When will it be paid ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied:
54. (a)—Rupees 9,896 out of which Rs. 7,000 already paid.
(b)—Due to paucity of funds.
(c)—As scon as funds are available.

Re:  Establishment of a Paper Pulp Mills in the Siate
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked :

55. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state— ‘
(a) Whether Government has finalised <he proposal [or establish-
ment of paper pulp mills in the State of * ssam P
(b) Ifso, what will be the number of such mills :
(c) Where will these be located ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industrics)
replied :
33. (a) —State Government have finalised a project report and the pro-
posal is under consideration of Government of India.
(b)—At least one.

(c)—This is under consideration.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA- In reply to (b), Sir, it is
stated that “At Jeag; one”. May I know from the hon. Minister in
charge of Industries whether by considering the availability of raw

materials it wi]] rot be possible to move the Government of Iandia for
more than one Project ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That we are already doing

Sir.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, in reply to (c), it is
stated that ©Thjg g under consideration”, But about the cite the

Minister had replied o the earlier starred question that it has beep
selected in the District of Cachar.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I have not stated
that.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, with

regard to the number of paper mills, licences for as many as five’

were issued for paper and rayon mills. But the problem is, nobody
started the industry and that is why it has to be done by the State
in the State Sector.

Suri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Is it for that
reason that at least one has been taken up, Sir ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, even {or one itself we
require a very huge c:pital and a lot of foreicn exchange,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, it was stated that the
Mill is going to be started in the District of Cachar.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, Cachar is the most favour-
able place for this industry.

Mr. SPEAKER: In reply to starred Question No. 37 (b) it is stated
that “Government is actively considering setting up of a 100 tons paper
mill to bs expanded up to 300 tons daily capacity in the public sector in
Cachar Ditrict”,

Shri TARAPADA - BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, the hon. Chie
Minister has stated that the mill is going to be established in the Cachar
District.. But may we know where, because Clachar is a big District?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: So, Sir, instead of putting
so many questions if a question was put simply as to where this mill
is going to be established, we could have replisd it that it is going
to be cstablished in the district of Cachar-

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: The Chief Minister has sta-
ted that as many as five licences have beea issued for starting paper
mills. But since these licencees have failed to start the industry, may
1 know* whether Government have cancelled those licences ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIEA: Sir, the licencing authorit-
is the Government of India We havs recommended for cancellation
of those licences and I think the licences have been cancelled already.

Re: Scale of pay for Choukidars of Schools under the State Bos;rd of

Elementary Education
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

56. Will the Minister, Educatiosn be pleased to state—

(a) What is the scale of pay extended to the Choukidars of ihe
Middle Vernacular and Senior Basic Schools by the State
Board for Elementary Fducation ?

(bY With effect from which date the revised scale of pay to the
Choukidars has been extended ? :

(c) What is the scale of pay extended tothe Choukidars of the
Government Middle Vernacular and Government Senior
Basic Schools ?

r——————
o~
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Shrimati KOMOL EKUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation; 1eplied :

56. (a) and (b)—Choukidar; of Schools under the State Board of Ele-
mentary Education do 1101 get any regular scale of pay. They at present get
a pay ol Rs.40 per mensem, inclusive of an allowance of Rs, 10 per measem.
The question of giving them a regutar scale of pay is under con ideration
of the State Board of Elemenjary Education,

(¢) The scale is Rs.80—-1—90—2—100—2:50—~115—3—130 per
mensem.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA COSWAMI : May I know if the pay
scale recommended by the Pay Committee will be extended to the
Chowkidars of the Middle Vernacular and - Senior Basic Schools ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMAR} BARUA: Si, the whole matter is
under consideration.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Since when it is under
consideration, Sir ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMAR!I BARUA : In the last waecting of the
State Board it was decided that we should consider the scale of pay so
far as the Chowkidars are concerned. So,Sir, it i1s. under. consideration

now.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) :
when this consideration will be completed ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know whether the State
Board has recommended anything to 1he Pay Committee for consideration
of the pay-scale of the Chowkidars ?

i May I know, Sir,

Shrimaii KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: No, 5ir, it has not sent

any recommendation ; it is now under the consideration of the State
Board.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN Karmiganj-North):
stion -was whether any recommendation for
scale of thc Chowkidars was made tosthiciaE

Sir, the que-
the incrcase of the pay
“ay Committee.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Sir, ihe Chowkidars are
not Government servanls, They are employees of tlie State Board and
aining the matter,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA :
give us somﬁ sort of assurance......... .

Mr. SPEAKER : VYou Cannot get any assurance

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: So, the Deputy Minister
Education consider the madequacy 7

of pay of Rs. 30 per month for

Wiiether Government can

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not reply to that.

Re: Sundarisal Girls’ M. E. School in Gauhati Subdivision
oorl SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:
57. Will the Mh'i’mr: Education be pleased  to srate—

(a) In.which year the S.idarisal Giris’ Middlc_l:,nghsh School

. Gaubati Subdivis'on was given recognition ? o

(b) Wiether the School has fulfilled the conditions for obtaining
grants iu-aid for maintenance ?
LC) \Vh(}[hul any grang has been e'.\'lLlldCd o] the SChOOl?
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(d) Whether the School has been recommended for grants-in-
aid by the Inspector of Schools, Lower Assam Circle ?

{¢) When the School can expect to obtain recurring grants-in-
aid ?

Shrimati KOMQOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied :
57. (a)—In 1964.

(b)—VYes.
(¢)—No.
(d)—VYes.

(¢) When funds permit.

Re: Chauki M. E. School 1n Gauhati Subdivision
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

58. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) In which year the Chauki M. E. School in Gauhati Subdivision
was establishcd ?

(b) In which year the School was recognised ?

(c) What is the percentage of Tribal and Scheduled Caste s udents
of the total enrol . eni of students in the School ?

(d) Whether the School has been sanctioned mainienance grants
and if so, from which year ?

(e) Inwhich year the School was recommended for grants-in-aid ?

Srimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA /Deputy Minister,
Education) replied :
58. (a)—In 1962.

(b)—In 1964,

(c)—Tribal students T 50 per cent.,
Scheduled Caste students »

(d)—No.

(e)—In 1666,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: In view of the fact that
66 per cent of the studeats of this school belong to the Tribal and
Scheduled Caste Communities, and as such no tuition fees can be
charged, will the Government be pleased to extend maintenance grant
to this schiool ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Government will surely
consider it

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Will

: the grant be
extended with effect from January 1965 ? >

Shri KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: 1 cannot give assurance,
Sir

Re: Use of Birth Centrol Pills in Hospitals and Dispensaries

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes) asked:

59, Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Birth Conirol Pill “Ovulen” is being used in the
Hospitals and Dispensaries of this State ?
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(b) Ifso, what quantity of this Pill has been procured by the Gov-
ernment for this State ?

(c) How many women have been prescribed this Pill till January,
1966 by Government Doctors ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health) replied:

59. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—As Doctors do not keep any record of what they prescribe to
be secured from the market the information is not available.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Will the Government be pleased te
issue. circulars to the Dociors to keep record of persons to whom this
pill is prescribed for the purpose of statistical study ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That won't serve the pur-

pose. Because when the doctors treat patients privately Government’s
direction to that effect is not desirable.

Mr. SPEAKER: What about the Government employees ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, we are not supplying
such  medicine to the Government employees. If a Government
employee who practices privately issues prescription, in that case whether
the patient to whom the prescription was served will purchase the
thing or not, that cannot be ascertained. So that won’t serve the
purpose.  We are not supplying that particular thing from our stock,
it is very difficult o keep any information which will be of any
use.

Mr. SPEAKER: The purport of the question was to get the
figure to assess to what extent the family planning programme is in
Progress. :

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That depends on whether
that particular thing is used. Wec are not using it now.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMAj (Rose to speak).

Mr. SPEAKER: Let some Doctors better put questions than any
layman.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Wil the Government ask the Family

Planning Wing to get the figures for the purpose of assessing at least
the progress of birth control in our State ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir. The scheme is an

all-India scheme and  there i nothing like this in the scheme that
we should use this,

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Has the
hon. Minister ever examined the effect of the pill?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, but if the hon,
Member wants I can send him one to try, Sir.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati): Sir, may [ know
from the hon. Minister whether this pill for controlling birth in harmful ?

Mr. SPEAKER : There are some more improved methods.
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, will the Minister be

pleased to state what are those improved methods ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the latest one is the

loop.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Sir, is the Minister aware this Ovulen
tablet has been found to be very satistactory ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, that is not our information

" Conversion of Subsidised Dispensaries into State Dispensaries
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

60. Will the Health Minister be pleased to state—

(a) How many Subsidised dispensaries have been taken over as
State dispensaries by the Government as was decided earlier,
in the years 1967-64, 1964-65 and 1965-66.

(b) Whether such Subsidised Dispensaries will be converted into
State dispensaries in near future ?

(¢) Whether Government will consider converting the Athgaon,
Puthimari, Singarpara and Sunapur Subsidised dispensaries
in this year ©

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Health) replied :

60. (a)—None.

(b)—It is the intention of Government to convert into State Dis-
pensaries all subsidised dicpensaries which are not located within 5 miles
of the ¢xisiing State Dispensaries provided funds are avaiiable. No fund
for the purpose is likely to be available in the near future.

(c)—The cases of these dispensaries will be considered along with
those of others as and when funds are available.

Sh::l SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, in reply to (b) the
Siisgeras “No fund for the purpose is likely to be available in the near
future”. Will the Government be pleased to appoint Pharmacists in absence
of doctors in the subsidised dispensaries and increase the subsid f
medicine ? : Yard

‘Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the matter is under the
consideration of the Government.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir, in answer
to (b) the reply is: It is the intention of Government to convert  into State
Dispensaries all subsidised dispensaries which are npot located within 5
miles of the existing State Dispensaries provided funds are available. No
}upds for the purpose is likely-to he available in the near future”. Sir, will
und be allotted in the Fourth Plan ? :
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Mr. SPEAKER: The answer is that no funds for the purpose is

likely to l?e available in the near future. You can have your own
interpretation of the words ““in the near future”.

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS.ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, may I know whether there is any subsidised
dispensary in the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District ? :

2 Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, not to my know-
ledge. :

Shri DULALL. CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, may I know

from the Hon’ble Minister as to how some subsidised dispensaries where
there are no doctors are being run ? : : Lt

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, in case of subsidised
dispensaries, itis not the duty of the Government to supply doctors.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, in ruply to (b) it is stated
that it is the intention of Government to convert into State Dispensaries all
subsidised dispensaries which are not located within 5 miles of the existing
State Dispensaries provided funds are available. * ay 1 know. whether
Government has proposed to take up the scheme within the Fourth
Plan ? : . 3
Mr SPEAKER: No fund for the purpose is likely to be available
in the near future The Fouth Plan is very near.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Sir,may I submitone thing ?
The questions are for specific answers. If the answers are left to the hon.
- Members for interpretation then.... ...

Mr SPEAKER: “Near future” is not a vague term. The question.
was “Whether such Subsidised Dispensaries will be converted into State
Dispensaries in near future ? » The reply is “No fund for the purpose is
to be available in the ncar future.” As such itis not vague.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir ‘“near future’’ appears to
be a vague term. My question is “Whether Government is proposing to
take up this scheme in the Fouth Plan.”

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): . Sir, it will
all depend on the allocation of funds for the Fourth Plan. The hon.
Members are aware that the Fourth Plan for the time being has not been
finalised for i9.6-67. Thisis an Ad-hoc Plan If conditions. improve in

the country and if we can get a bigger allocation then certainly all these
matters will be considered,

Re: Annual Plan Projects for 196 -67 to be executed by the
Public Works Department (R. & B.)
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:
61. Will the Minister-in-charge of P.W.D. (R. & B.) be pleased to
state—
(a) Whether the projects to be executed by the P, W. D. (R. & B.)
under the annual plan for 1966-67 have been selected ?
(b) Whether the proposed allocation will be utilised for the spill-
over works of the 3rd Plan or new projects will also be
undertaken ?
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(c) What is the proposed allocated fund of the Department during
the annual plan by the Planning Commission ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Minister of State, P. W. D,

(R. & B.)] replied:

- 61. (a)—Yes. : = i
(b)—Major portion of the allocation will be utilised for spill-over

works and only a small amount for new works approved by the Working

Group (Transport) of the Planning Commission. g !
(c)—Rupees 250:00 lakhs under General Plan inciuding Sixth

Schedule.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, in view of reply (a)
will the Minister be pleased to give a list of the places selected and place the
same on the Library Table ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Sir, if the hon. Members want
I can give the information just now.

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you the information available with you ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Yes, Sir. The distribution of
the allocation of Rs.250 lakhs is as tollows :—
Rs.
1. Spill-over works from 3rd Plan to 4th Plan .o 202 lakhs.

2. A few projecis recommended by the Working 30
Group (Transport) of the Planning Commission.

3. Puchase of special tools and plants, wvehicles. ete. ... 18

A few new projects recommended by the Working Group
are as follows:— :

A. Improvement of existing low standard reads

1. Improvement Dhodar Ali Road 2:50
2. Improving Tinsukia-Guijan-Markongselek Road ...  9:50

32

B. Gonst?uction and improvement of roads connect-
ting N. E. F. A, and Nagaland and other
neighbouring States
1. Construction of road from Sonari to Mon wesl 500

C. Construction and improvement of roads in con-
nection with industries

1. Widening Umtyngngar-Cherra Road ... 10-00

2 Widening and improvement of Damra-Darugirit ~ 5:00
Nangalbibra Road. :

D. Providing bridges over roads on Dr. B, Barua Road 5:00

bR

Total . 3000

— e g B et ey
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Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved

for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, may I know what is the total allocation
for Sixth Schedule areas ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Rupees 10:00 lakhs for widening
Umtyngngar-Cherra Road and Rs,5-00 lakhs for widening and inprovement
of Damra-Darugiri—\fangalbibra Road—these are under the Sixth Schedule
Area,

Mr. SPEAKER: Outof Rs.30 lakhs, Rs.15 lakhshave been allotted
to Sixth Schedule area,

Shri MO

HANANDA BORA (Bihpuria): Sir, I could not follow
what ¢Spjll-

over’” means.
Mr. SPEAKER: What is the meaning of spill-over works ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Thoseprojects which could not

be finished during the Third Plan would be taken up during the Fourth
Plan.

Re: Incomplete Roads of Third Plan Period
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

62. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (R. & B.) be pleased to
state what step Governnient propose to take for completion of the
incomplete roads which were taken up during the Third Plan Period

for which funds were  allotted but could uot be completed by the
Department ?

\

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI [Minister of State, P. W. D.
(R.&B.)] replied : : 3 !

62.—Allocations during the Third Plan period were far too inadequate
to meet our demands for completion of all schemes. However, all inccmn-
plete works will be carried over to the Fourth Plan for completion,

Re: Opening of Assam Government Emporium in New Delhi and
Bombay

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokakhat) asked :
63. Will the Minister of Industries be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the State Government hayve any emporium at New
Delhi and Bombay ?
(b) If the answer to (a) above is in the negative, what are the
Causes for not opening emporia at New Delhi and Bombay ?
(c) Whether Government propose to establish emporia at New
Delhi and Bombay ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minicter, Industries)
replied :

63. (a)—No, but the Assam Government Marketing Corporation, Ltd.,
proposes to open ap emporium in New Delhi for which laqd 'has already
been purchased. Pending construction of the permanent bu_a!gimg the em-
porium will be housed in a hired building provided by the Ministry of Works
and Housing. This has already been taken possession of,
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(b)-—The following are the causes for not opening an emporium at

Bombay :— _

(i) Despite efforts on several occasions, 1o suitable accommodation
for the purpose could be found in a commercial area o
Bombay. : o Sl

(ii) Because of prevalence of ‘Salami’ system at Bombay, it is all
the more difficult to get suitable accommodation there.

(c)—Yes, as stated in reply to question (a) above and provided .

suitable accommodation can be arranged at Bombay also.
Re: Government aid or loan te Photographers

Srimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked :

64. Will the Minister Industries be pleased to state—
{(a) Wheher any step has been taken at Governmental level to
5 develop photography as Industry in Assam ?
(b) Whether it is a fact that Photographers are not given any
aid or loan of any kind by the Government ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries)
replied :
R 54 (a)—Photography is not treated as an Industry.
(b)—Yes, due to the reason stated in (1) (a) above.

Ré: Gram in Government Buffer Stock at North Lakhimpur
Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) asked :

65. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that some gram dal was sent to
Norch Lakhimpur to siore in Government buffer stock, if so
what is the quantity ? ik

(b) Whsther Government is aware that this quantity is unfit for
human consumption ?

(c) Whether Government will please make an enqui

) condition of the gram and its supplier ? TR @hous the

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied :

65. (a)—Government is aware that the Subdivisional Officer, . North
Lakhimpur has received 453 quintals 1 k2. and 600 gramms of ra’m ort
gram dal) in the Government buffer stock sent from the Punjab gram (not

(b)—Samples of the gram were examined by the Pyblje Anal

the Government of Assam. According to his report, there is ny abp & Ystl.to
in the quality of gram except for presence of wheat. frogeraity

(c)—Does not arise.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA: Sir,in reply (8) it is stated that (]
was wheat with the grams. May I know from the honp, Minister 13:11‘(':
wheats were mixed with grams and who supplied grams to Assam ‘Whicl\ 3
unfit for human consumption ? ' - L

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : The view of the expert, i, ¢ the Public

Health Analyst is very clear. He does notsay that it is unfit for hum

consumption. He stated that samples of the gram Were examined a:g
according to his report there is no abnormality in the quality of gram Excent
for presence of wheat, { i
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Mr. SPEAKER : What was the percentage of wheat 2

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : Very lictle, As it appears from the
report the percentage was only 3:33.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Do grams grow in the wheat
field ? What was the reason for mixing grams with wheat ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: That 1 cannot say.

Shri PABINDRA MNATH SARMA (Nalbari-East): Why grams
were mixed with wheat ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Because it is cheaper.

Procedure of suppiying Medicines to State Dispensaries
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

66. Will the Healih Minister be pleased to state—-

(a) What is the present nrocedure of supplying me licines to the
State Dispensaries ?

(b) Whether medicines are supplied according to necessity of
each dispensary or according to some fixed quotas as
regards value sanctioned for each and of some classes of
medicines of uniform pattern, irrespective of local needs

: and demands ? -

(c) Whether Government have received complains about
non-availzbility of even common medicines in the State
dispensaries of Gauhati Subdivision ?

(¥ What is the amount sanctioned for medicine annually for
each of the State disp. nsaries ?

‘¢) What was the amount sancticncd for Guiya State Dispensary
for medicine for the year 1264-65 and for 1965-66 ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health) replied :

66, (a)—The procedure is that the Dispensaries submit itheir indents
of requircments for the year to the Civil Surgeons. The Civil Surgeons
consolidate the indents and send to the Dirzctor of Health Services.
The Civil Surgeons scrutinise the indents and omit items which are not
approved for being stocked in Government Hospitals and Dispensaries. The
Director of Health Services then invites tender for the approved items.
The tenders are placed  befors the Purchase Board., The list and prices as
approved by the Purchase Board are then circulated to the Civil Surgeons.
They then place orders for supplies to the Dispensaries from the Purchase
Board list within the limitation of available funds for the items, which
are not available in the Central Medical Stores.

(b)—Medicines are supplied according to the indents from the
Dispensaries within the allottel funds and subject to the items being
approved for stocking in Dispensaries.



582 QUESTIONS [11th March,

{c)—No such report has been officially received. But in November
last a news item in a newspaper about alleged shortage of medicines was
seen. On enquiry the Civil Surgeon reported that the report was not

correct.
(d)—Generally a sum varying between Rs.2,000 and Rs.9,000 is

allotted according to the number of patients but further amounts are
sancticned as and when justified by the number of patients and local
circumstances subject again to the availability of funds.

(e)—Rupees 2,000 for medical stores and Rs.2,000 for instruments
and apparatus were allotted in 1954-65 and Rs.4,000 for medical stores
and Rs.2,000 for instruments and appliances in the current year,

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: May I know from the hon.
Minister, out of Rs.2,000 which was sanctioned for the dispensary, how much
was utilised for purchase of medicines only ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I want notice for that.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Do Government consider
Rs.2,000 as sufficient for a dispensary for a year for medicines and other
instruments and appliances ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: It all depends on the daily
average number of patients in a dispensary. In any case I cannot say that
it is enoughfor the purpose.

- Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Does the Minister know
that in that particular dispensary the monthly average number of patients
is 1,600 to 2,000 ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: That is under enquiry. When
the_mattep was brought to my notice I asked to find out the number of
patients and the next allotment will be made according to the daily average
number of patients,

Re: Economy measure by the Jorhat Tea Company
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked:

Bl v‘:}he Minister, Labour be pleased to state—
(a) hether itis a fact ‘thata large number of employees arc '
going to be retrenched by the Jorhat Tea Company on
the plea of economy ?

(b) If so, what is the number of such retrenched personnel ?

(c) Whether Government have taken up the matter with the
management p

replifclil?l BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Health, Excise etc.)
67. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise
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{¢c)—The Labour Commissioner, had a discussion with the manage-
ment of JUl'hat_ Tea Company on 31st January 1966 and he was told that
the Company is prop.sing to set up a Committee to examine the question
of effecting cconomy in the several departments of the Company. The
report is likely to be out by April next. The Labour Commissioner is
in_constant touch with the” management and the Union.

; Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, inreply to (¢) it is stated
““The Labour Commissioner, had a discussion with the management of Jorhat
Tea Company on 31st January, 1966 and he was told that the Company is
pProposing 1o sctup a Committee to examine the question of effecting
economy in the several Department of the Company. The report is likely
to bc_ou.t by April next,........ ... » MayI know from the hon. Minister
that if the reply 1o (a) and (4) is “no’’ and “does not arise” then why the
Labour Commissioner has been dirccted to have a discussion with the
management of the Company ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Reply to (@) is “no”.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, the word ““large” is there
in the question and that is why the answer is “no’.

Shri DULAL. CHANDRA BARUA: Whether the Company is
contemplating or has taken any decision to retrench some personnel ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, it is quite evident
from the answer to (c).

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): Whether the Labour
Commissioner enquired that the Company while proposing to set up a
Committee will also cxamine the amount of expenditure by the Mana-
ging Acency and the Management will be taken into consideration ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When the report will be
received  certainly the Labour Department will consider all these points.

Sh+i DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: What is the number of per-
sons retrenched till to-day ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I want notice of that ques-
tion. I do not know for which period the information is required.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, in reply to my question
(a) it is stated ‘“no”. But now the Minister has said that there has
been retrenchment. How is it P

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKHERJEE: I have never said so.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Whether the local labour
unions Will be associated with the enquiry ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I cannot say that offthand.
The procedute that is followed in such cases will be followed in this
case 3]50.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): I think
the Committee will be set up by the Company and not by the
Government.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: Whether the local unions will be
associated with the .enquiry ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Not in the initial stage, it is
quite clear from the answer, If it is necessary, it will be done
afterwards.
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: On whose complaint the
Labour Commissioner was deputed to examine it ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I cannot say who gave this .
information. But after the question was received the matter was taken up = '

by the Government. i

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked :

Will the Minister-in-charge of Industries be pleased to state-—
63. (a) When the Badarpur Industrial Estate in the District of Cachar
will start functioning ?
(b) Whether itisa fact that high salaried officers have heen r
a_ppointcd for this Industrial Estate long before its inaugura- x ‘
tion !

Badarpur Industrial Estate el G

(c) If so0, “_’ho are they and what is their monthly salary ? ]
{d) What is their present dutv ?
S(llu-i BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health, Excise, etc. ) i
seplied : ‘
68. (a)—The Industrial Estate at Badarpur is expected to start func- -
tioning very soon.
(b)—No. ’
(c)—Does not arise in view of reply to question (b) above. /
(d)—Does not arise, . S *

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Is it not a fact that -
a}thngh 1t was not opened formally, yet the Industrial Estate is func-
tioning now P ~a o

Shri BAFI‘)‘YANATH MOOKER]JEE: It may be inaugurated. The E
guestion  was “when the Badarpur Industrial Estate in the District of
Cachar will start f}mctmning” and the answer is “The Industrial
EStattl?at a;tog‘c::darpour 18 F"Peclfed to start functioning very soon”. It may f
3 3 prospective clients are going there and arranging things.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: I have got my personal
knowledge that the Estate is functioning. s =

Mr SPEAKER : ;
that question,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, the reply to (b) is &

“No”, But is it not a fact that ; !
£ g _on= Officer was appointed in the month
of Jaouary and he is drawing a salary Rs.1200 to Rs.1,500 ? But

If you have that information you need not put

Government says that ng : = - )
another officer has been apljggﬁlted?fﬁ%g\:v Eﬁ ;pg}omle{l. orEn s F ‘
Mr. SPEAKER: He will take note of it. ’
Moulana ABDUL JALIL CHOWDHURY (Badarpur): :

araAd Industrial Estate
oAt €9t TATE aitan fr e
AfF5ifere fF Sy =3 2

7 Calendaring Machine «z fFawse tEs
afr cxhat officer a7 fimfe za = wizea ¥ '

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: oz 477 =it o2 |
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Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): No expert
was brought from outside. It was done by some low-paid emplovees
who are working there as 4th Grade employees and machineries worth
Rs.3,000 have gone forever. ;

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: T have no such information.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN: Will the Minister take the
trouble of enquiring into it ? :

Shri BATDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Certainly.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, the question
was ‘‘whether it is a fact that high salaried officers have been appointed
for this Industrial Estate long before . its inauguration” and the answer
is *“no’’. Is it not a fact that high salaried officers have already
been appointed ?

Mr. SPEAKER: When you know this, what more information do
you like to have from the Minister ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: In that case the reply should
have been ‘‘yes”.

Mr. SPEAKER: When you have given the information the Minis-
ter will make an enquiry.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When the Minister-in-charge
of a particular Department is coming to give reply to this or that
question, Sir, it is expected that he should come prepared with facts.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, yes, but as you know he is not the Minister-
in-charge. As the Minister-in-charge is out on public duty, he is acting
on his behalf. Therefore, all the information that are required by the
hon. Members may not be available with him readily at the ‘moment.
He may therefore request for some notice so that he may collect those
information and supply them, and in the meantime, if he has given any
wrong information I suppose he could not help it.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, whether the Minister-in-
charge is out or not, we are not concerned with that. What e are con-
cerned with is the correct information in reply to our questions, whether
this is being given by the Minister-in-charge or any other Minister on
his behalf.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE: Yes, Sir, we want correct
information.......,,

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bhattacharjee, you have the correct infor-
mation  with you already. Is not it ? Therefore, you have no need
to put the question to the hon. Minister again.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: But, Sir, there is implication
of putting this question.

Mr. SPEAKER: He will say that he will follow up the matter
and if necessary he can supply the information tomorrow.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, I want to draw your
attention to  this, IEEnayy Sir, before _ this House that
this information supplied by the hon. Minister is not correct, We want

your protection, Sir.




536 PRIVILEGE MOTION [11th March>

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: We want your protéction, Sir.
We are not concerned whether the Minister In-charge is out or not. We
want the correct information. And this information isnot correct, Sir.

Myx. SPEAKER : I cannot say it is incorrect. I would say it may not
be up-to-date. It cannot be said that it is incorrect. He may not have
up-to-date information with him Treadily. I therefore request the hon.
Minister to supply up-to-date information about functioning of the Badarpur
Industrial Estate, employment of any high-salaried officer, and handling of
the calendaring machinery by a layman, a IV Grade employee, tomorrow or
day after tomorrow.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: These will be answered to on
Monday next, Sir.
B £ £ S

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA  (Chief Minister): Sir,
regarding the Unstarred Question about the Badarpur Industrial Estate
certain information has been given by the Minister here in the House earlier
to-day. Sir, so far as my information goes, the Badarpur Industrial Estate
has not started functioning. But the Calendar machine has been instalied
there and there had been experimental running of the machine. An officer
was appointed for the Calendaring plant. \It is gathered that a lever of (hat
machine had cracked while trial running of that machine was going on.
The suppliers of the machine will have to rectify it under the terms of the
guarantee. In the mean time, Sir, an officer with a scale of Rs.1,000—1,300
has been appointed. It may be that, Sir, this question came before g
appointment.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, we would like to be posted
with facts and up-to-date information. So, Sir, we would like to know
further on Monday next,

4 / Privilege Motion for withholding of information by the Chief Ministey
: relating to the situation in the Mizo Hills

Mr, SPEAKER: T have received a notice of the Privilege Motion from
the hon. Members Shri Williamson A, Sangma, Shri Nanda Kishore
Sinha, Shri Brington Buhai Lyngdoh, Shri Stanley D. D. Nichols-Roy
Shri Dulal 'Ghandra Barya, Shri Rothindra Nath Sen and Shri Tm'ap;ui;:
Bhattacharjee regarding the statement made by the hon. Chief Minister on
the floor of the House yesterday. Before I admit the Privilege Motion
I would like to hear from the hon. Members on the admissibility of the
motion. Now, the hon. Members may submit their views.

Capt. W!LLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Mr. Speaker, Sir, as you know, yesterday mornine
in reply to the Calling attention motion moved by my friend Shri Tara ad%gz
Bllai'tapharjcc, a subsequent question was put to the hon. Chief M inistI:)r b
my friend Shri Dlllal Chandra Barua with regard to the missiﬁg ‘\qmng
R1ﬂe_s Pl:no'on which was reported earlier in the Press. The hop ‘(l].};i(‘f
Minister salc} t}lat as the matter relates to the military operation hc; coul‘d
not disclose it in the House, Sir, about five minutes later we Ca,me out of
the House and We saw a copy of the Assam Tribune of March 10th, 1966, in
the Assembly Library in which there was a front page hcadline——“N’inc
Assam Rifles men killed by Mizo Hostiles.””
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Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Sangma, first of all you move the motion and
then you give your views.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA : Then, Sir, I will read cut as
follows : :

Under Rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Assembly, we hereby wish rather beg to move a motion
for breach of privilege of the House and the members thereof committed

by the Chief Minister and the leader of the House on 10th March, 1966 at
about 10-40 a.m.

The facts are as follows :—

Atabout 10-40 a,m, the Speaker announced that he had received an
adjournment motion from Shri Tarapada Bhattacharjee, Shri Dulal Barua,
Shri Nanda Kishore Sinha and Shri Rathindra Nath Sen. He stated that the
motion related to the situation in Mizo Hills which had been already discussed
previously in the House and that he therefore disallowed the motion. But
the Speaker requested the Chief Minister to make a statement or give the
latest information, ifany, on the situation in the Mizo Hills and particularly
about the subject matter of the adjournment motion. The Chief Minister
then stood up and made a statement informing the House of some of the
latest developments but remarked that he could not give (any information
about operational matters. At that stage Shri Dulal Chandra Barua
requested the Chief Minister to give the latest information about the missing
Platoon of the Assam Rifles in Mizo Hills which was reported earlier in the
press. The Chief Minister stood up and said that it was an operational
matter which in the public interest he could not disclose in the House.
About five minutes later we came out of the House and we saw a copy of the
Assam Tribune of March 10th, 1966, in the Assembly Library in which
there was a front page headline-—*“Nine Assam Riflcs men killed by Mize
Hostiles”.  The above news item was disclosed to the press by ‘‘an official
spokeman® who is reported to have stated that *‘one J. C. O, and eight
other ranks of an Assam Rifles Platoon wete ambushed and killed by armed
Mizo rebels between March, 1 and 77, The above platoon was the same
platoon about which Shri Dulal Chandra Baraa had put a question in the

House and the Chief Minister had refuscd to give any information saying that
it was an operatjonal matter,

The abovementioned refusal of the Chief Minister to give the infor-
mation to the House, but whereas the same information was made available
to the press by the Government official spokesman, the previous day, is a
clear breach of privilege of the Heuse in session, which has the privilege
and right to know the abgye matter first and foremost before the press and
the public. The Chief Minister by this action has clearly shown that he

does not want to take the members of the House into confidence, Hence
this privilege motion,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1If you waitjto submit anything more

2N , you may
ubmit.
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Sir, in this connection I would
like to read out the rzlevant rule regarding the admissibility of the privilege
motion.

The rule says,

“The right to raise a question of privilege shall be governed by the
following conditions :—

Not more than one question shall be raised at the same sitting ;.........

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Sangma, you are concerning sub-rule (iii).
Therefore, you are to explain how the matter comes before the House, 1t
will be better if you read out the relevant portion of the subject.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Sir, yesterday when the hon,
Chief Minister completed his brief speech Shri Dulal Chandra Barua made
a reference with regard to the missing platoon. The hon. Chief Minister
refused to give the information to the House on the ground that it relates
to operational matter. But it is really sucprising as to how this same
information was made available to the piess. '

Mr. SPEAKER : Wherefrom you get the information ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Now, I will read ow the
relevant portion from the Newspaper, Assam  Tribune. “Shillong, March 9——
One J.C.O. and eight other ranks of an Assam Rites platoon were ambushed
and killed by armed Mizo rebels between March 1 and 7. One JHCAD)
and five other ranks returned to their base at Demagiri on the Pakistan
border of Mizo Hills. Disclosing this an official spokesman said here today
that this platoon was sent out to Lungleh from Demagiri on March, 1 for
the reliefof the Assam Rifles and the Border Security Force at Lungleh who

were surrounded and fired on by the armed bands besieging the town’’,
So, Sir, this is the same platoon.

So, Sir, when Shri Dulal Barua made a reference to the particular
plgtgon which was missing on the 3rd March last, the hon. Chief
Ministcr  yesterday expressed his inability to give the information.
Yestcrdqy, the Chicf'_ Minister said that he was not in a Position, in
public interest, to discloge anytning as it was an operational ma::ter
You will, therefore, agree that if that was the real reason for not dis:
closing it to the House, how was it possible, for his own officer to make
this infermation known to the Press ? Therefore, it is clearly a cage of
breach of privilege, because a matter which could not be placed in the
House, could be made available to the Press. It would, therefore, follow
that the House could not he taken into confidence wherease the Press
could be taken into confidence. I, therefore, submit that it jg clearly a
case of breach os privilege of the House and also of the Members,

o
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Shri) DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, in support of
the confintion made by the hon. Memwber from this side of the House
in movilg the Motion, I would like to speak a few words. Sir,
yesterdzy we moved an Adjournment Motion and you have ruled
it ouf/saying that the matter has alrecady been discussed threadbare
earljzr_and there is scope to discuss it in  future. But you requested
the“hon, Chief Minister to make a statement when we specifically

—=fade reference in the Adjournment Moiion about the missing platoon

which was sent from Demagiri to Lungleh to reinforce the security
forceed stations at ILungleh and who were surrounded by the hostiles. But
at the time the Chief Minister was kind enough to give some infor-
mation.  He, however, did not give any clarification on certain
points raised from our side in the Adjournmecnt Motion. Sir, he
clearly stated in his statement thus: ‘I would like to submit to the
House that it would not be desirable io public interest to disclose any
operational information at this time.” Sir, we agreed to that. :\g:_atin,
when I raised the question about the missing platoon of Assam Rifle-
men the Chief Minister replied: “This is an operational information
which I do not like to disclose at this time in public interest.”” But,
Sir, T would like to draw your attention’ to the fact that this infor-
mation has already been published in the newspapers through a Govern-
ment spokesman, Sir, I do not know the reason for which  the Chief
Minister did not like to disclose this information to the House. Sir,
you have also stated: “The portion which can be disclosed has al-
rcady been disclosed. About the operational information, he cannot
disclose it at the moment.” Then, Sir, I asked about the first column
which was proceeding towards Lungleh. Then, the Chief Minister
said, “There’ is no question of one column. Various 1_nformat-.on
will crop. up as to what has happened in the Mizo Hills. Some
forces might have gone to some places, some might come back, some
mizht be ambushed and some might be cngaged in operational work.
All these informaticns I cannot disciose.”” But, Sir, after going out,
we found that the informatioa which the Chief Minister withheld froin
us had been published in the papers. One of the Government spokes-
man disclosed the information even when the Session was going on.
Sir, we agreed to your ruling that we cannot compel a Minister to
give information. But, Sir. the hon. Members of this Housz are
the first persons who should get the first hand information and these
things should not be allowed to goto the Press before being placed in
the House. But, the hon. Chief Minister while on the one hand
refused to disclose the information on the plea that these are operational
in!'ol"m_ation,_ a high Government spckesman, on the other hand disclosed
the information to the press on the day before, thereby depriving us our of
privilege. ‘The Chief Minister did not take the House into confidence
wI_nCh we arc entitled to. Sir, in coosidering all these tbings, I
think, Sir, you will be pleased to allow this Privilege Motion, as
there 1s clear breach of privilege committed by no less a person than
the Chicf Minister, the leader of the House to whom we look for
safezuards of our privileges. So, Sir, I would submit again that you
would be pleased to allow this Privilege Motion.

*Shri BRIGNTON BUHAI LYNGDOH (Nongpoh, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Mr, Speaker, Sir, I feel this motion relqtes to a
matter which affects very seriously the breach, right and dignity of the
House itself. We learnt from the Press yesterday that the fate of the,

*Speech not corrected,
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missing platoon was in the knowledge of the G‘ovcmmcu‘t, ‘at N:uz
rate, on the 9th and that was no longer an operational matter. ! fn
of them were killed. Therefore, I fail to understand how the infor-
mation that these nine men were killed and ambushed can be a,n
operational matter, which cannot bt? cl:s.cl.oscd. However, we ha}‘\t‘:
accepted the statement of the Chief Mlmst'cr_ and  the reason {or
refusal to give this information about the missing platoon.

Therefore, what shocks us and with what great surprise aftg‘.r_ )
minutes of our Chief Minister, our Leader of the House depriving
us ofthe very sane fact ani the very same informa‘ion, it ap  cared
in the Assam Tribune in bold headlines which was given to the Press
by a spokesman of the Government of Assam, while the Chief Migis-
ter knew this news for 2 to 3 nights and kept it concealed from
this august~¥uosc and the very fact was exposed to the press. Thc_re.-
fore, T feel it a breach of privilege and a serious breach of privi-
leg= that the Chief Minister and the Leader of this House has not
only concealed a very important information from this House hut this
very information has been given to the Press by a spokesman of the
Government thus revealing the fact tn the public at large and to the
Press. Sir, this Assembly is a sovercign body and this Goverament is
the creation of this august House. It {s the foremost duty of the
Government to pass this information to this House first and this is the
first privilege of this Housz to kaow ahout any matter of importance
that happens in this State a d about any action or any omissions on
the part of the Goyernment which occurs in this State, Sir, the recent
upheaval in the Mizo Hills is a great concern to this IHouse and
that the news of killing of some and missing of some or one Platosn
of the Asiam Rifles isa great incident and therefore, it is the utmost
concars of this House to know the fate of thoge people in detail by
this House. ‘Therefore, it is the first privilege and the right of the
House to get first the information regarding  the misiing and killing
of some people ofa platoon and we are deprived of this an | a spokesman
of the Government gaveit out to the Press, therefore itis a serious breach
of privilege oun the part of the Chief Minister, the Leader of the
House as he knew this news since news before 9th, f.e., before the
date this news appeared in the Press. The whole matter was known
to the Chief Minister but he concealed this and denied the informa-
tion to this august House. T'herefore, I submit that this privilege (o
know first about the fate of tiis Plaioon of the Assam Rifles has been
infringed by the Chief Minist r by concealing the same to this House,
although through adjournmert notions and through questions repeatedly
the Members of this House sought such information from the Chief
Minister. Therefre, this Motion is quite’ in order and since it is a
very serious maiter it fulfils the conditions of Rule 160 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct ot Business in this House, that the matter
requires the intervention of the House.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Mr. Speaker,
Sit, under Rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Busi-
uess of this House, we have moved this moton and under this rule
1t 45 quite in order as the fist part of the rule, (i) not more than
one quaestion shall Iys raised at the same sitling, and we have moved
one quesion in the sama sitting;  (ii) the question shall be restricted
to a Specific ‘matter of recent occurrence. This condition has Dbeen
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also fulfilled as this is a matter of yesterday and thus of resent
occurrence. (iii) The matter requires the intervention of the
House, Sir, this condition is also fuliilled because this incident took
place on the night of 9th March, 1966 and the newsitem was pub-
lished in Assam Tribune with the headline, “Missing of a Platoon” and
it was stated in the Assam Tribune that this Platoon started from
D:magiri towards Luagleh when it was apprehended by  hostiles, so
we brought aa Adjournmeat Mbtion yesterday to this House but you
were kind enouzh to disallow it and you asked the Chief Minister
to make a statement on the latest situation of the Mizo Hills.

Now, Sir, our Leader and some of our hon. Members have already
stated that the Chief Minister refused to give the information as it con-
cerns an operational matter. Sir, the House is in session and itis first
and foremost privilege of the House to get this information but instead
we have found that this information was published in the Assam Tribuze
before giving us the same and therefore, we have brought this privi-
lege motion before this House for the fact, that our privilege has been
infringed upon by the Chief Minister and the Leader of the House.
This is an_important matter and urgent matter requiring intervention
of the House not only by the hopn. Members of this side of the House
but by all hon. Members of the House. So, I submit that this privi-
lege motion should be allowed to be moved.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamentary
Affairs) : Mr, Speaker, Sir, in order to m ke this motion admissible, the
hon Memkers have got first to establish that there isa such privilege and
that the same has been violated or breached. Ia all the speeches
delivered just now in support of the motion, nothing has been shown that
there is a privilege of the House orof the hon. Members with regard to
the matters referred to in the motion. Sir, so long we do not enact a
law either in  this House or in the Parliament, under the Constitution of
India the privilege of the hon. Members and of either of the Houses of
Parliament or of the Assembly shall be the sam= as those of the
Members of and of the British Parliament. In order toshow th.t there was
an existing privilege that has been violated, the hon. Menbers will have
to show at first wi'h reference to some enactment or the rules of procedure,
customs, etc., established either by law or precedences,of the British House
of Gymmons that there was such a privilege and therefore, the same privi-
lege was or is available to us. Merely by asserting by words ot mouth that
thisisour p{‘lVIlegc and this has been viclated, a new privilece cannot be
created.  Sir, even the House of Commons cannot create a new privilege.
More says, “Though the Britis 1 Parliament has struggled for the various
privileges, it has Leen agreed that neither House of Paliament has power, by
any voteor declarati mn, to create to themselves new privileges, not warrant.

¢d by the known Lawsand Customs of Parliament.”” The position with regard
tousis as follows :

“But this decision, arrived at by the agreement of both the Houses in the
United Kingdom,is not and willnot be bindirg on the Indian Legisiatures
which have almost unrestricted powers to define by law, frem time to time
the privileges of each House of Parliament and of the members and, therefure,
they can create new privileges notknown to the Briush Parliament’. '
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Sir, this is at page 169 of the Book, “Practice and Procedure of Indian
Parliament” by Mr. S. S More. Thus, it is clear that we can create new pri-

vilege only by enacting a law.

Now, Sir, withholding of information on the ground of sccurity of the
State from the house by a Minister is prefectly legitimate one.

It is prefectly levitimate for a Minister to treat some information as confi-
dential and withhold the same from the House.on the ground of public
interest and the security of the State. In fact, whether an information should
at all be disclosed or if disclosed, how much of it should be disclosed is a
privilege of the Minister himself and you have rightly on many occasions held
in this House in the past that you could not compel a Minister to give infor-
mation if he was not willing to give. Sir, the same ruling has been given in
the Parliament as well. Although our rules are not exhaustive but illustra-
tive in nature I refer to them in this connection.

Sir, I refer to Rule 37, sub-clause 19 and Rule 293, of the Rules of Pro-
cedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly. T will read
them for the benefit of the hon. Members—

Rule 37, sub-clause 19: “Itshall not seek information about matters
which in their nature are secret, such as, decisions or procecedings of the
Cabinet, advice given to thc:. Governor by Law Officers and other sub jects,
the disclosure of which is against public interest.”’ Then again, Sir, Rule 293
says ; I am reading the proviso—“Provid.ec_l that this rule shall not apply
to documents which are stated by the Minister to be of such a nature that
their production would be inconsistent with public interest.”’

Therefore, Sir, these two Rules which are illustrative in nature as I sajd
before, show that an information can and could be withheld from the House,
This privilege has been extended to the Governmentand the Governmep;
Servants in the Indian Evidence Act in Sections 123 to 126. Sir, I need not
read them and take the time of the House. Thesum total of these provisione
is that nobody can be compelled to produce documents or give evic ence with
regard to the affair of the State. Thisis whatI amseeking to emphasise that
it is perfectly legitimate and within the law established in this country to with-
hold information with regard to the affairs of the State. The law of evidence
has also given a clear privilege to the Executive to decide as to which docu-
ment or a part of the document or which information or a part of the infor-
mation should be disclosed and which should be withheld from a Court of
Law. Sir, that being the position it was perfectly legitimate on the part of
the Chief Mln{stc_:r when he did not disclose certain information on the
ground of public interest.

Next question : it appears from the notice, Sir, that the hon. Members
have felt aggrieved that *“thie Chief Minister by this action has clearly shown
that he does not want to take the Members of the House into confidence and
so they consider it to be a breach of privilege. Sir, there isalso a way provided
in our Rules as to how thﬁ_hOB- Members may be taken into confidence in
this House in matters considered confidential, In this connecticn, Sir, I
would like to refer to Rules 188 to 192 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly, Sir, in these Rules
it is clearly laid down as to what procedure is to be followed in holding
Secret Sittings of the Assembly , no such procedure was ever invoked in this




1966] PRIVILEGE MOTION 593

particular case by the ho». Members who have now felt aggrieved. The
hon. Members did not as'. them to be taken into confidence in a secret
session under these Rules  They could have done so if they were keen to
have the information which the Chief Minister withheld. In this case it was not
done. It was done by way of putting certain questions openly after bring-
ing an adjournment motion. The Chief Minister did not give them openly
for public interest. Iagainsay it was perfectly legitimate on his part; Sir,
there are two grounds given in the motion—oneis that the Chief Minister did
not take them into confidence and the other is that the House in session had
the ““privilege and right to know the above matter first and foremost before
the Press and the Public®. 1In a secret matter like this, Sir, there is, as I have
already said, a distinct procedure to be followed in taking the hon. Members
into confidence. There was no such occasion here and therefore, there
could be no occasion for a breach of privilege. Sir, the next contention is that
it is the right of the hon. Member to know matters first and foremost before

the Press and the Public. Sir, this, I say, to be an effort to create a new privi-
lege for the hon. Members. ;

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-Noxth) : This is the con-
vention.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamentary
Affairs): Sir, a conventionis not a privilege. A privilege is something
much more than a convention. Violation of a convention may be decried
but cannot be punished ; but violation of a privilege amounts to an offence
for which one can be punished by the House.

Sir, I have gone through the Six Chapters of May’s Parlia-
mentary Practice, the Bible on the parliamentary practice, dealing
with the subject and I will also request you to go through them,
but I have not come across a single case where the House of Com-
mons took cognizance of any complaint of a breach of privilege
for not disclosing any information in the House first. I have gone through the
Rules of the Lok Sabha and the directions given by the Speaker. In none of
these also I have come across a single case where such a matter like this had
been held to have constituted a breach of privilege. Similarly More’s Practice
and Procedure of Indian - Parliament did not lay down any such rule,
Therefore, Sir, I do not think that for disclosing an information by an officer
outside the House he has at all committed a breach of privilege. However,
there is no motion against the officer. 'The Chief Minister himself did not
at all give the information outside either before or after his refusal to give the
same to ‘t'llle hon. Members in the House, The hon. Members should not have
Likcf?e?:;cﬁ)ltl(t) 0y fa{:ts before t}.lem_to:j.u:stify that while the Chief Minister

give the information in this House, had given the same to the

Press outside.  There is no vicari S : :
. o g - arious liability in a matter like this of the
Chief Minister with the Chief Secretary. i

thatgﬂap;f.]’WlLLIAMSON A, SANGMA: Does the hon. Minister mean

1cer concerned did not take permission from the Chief Minister,

does he mean that the officer concerned disclosed the information to the Press
without the permission of the Chief Minister ?

§hn M()_INUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamentary
Affairs): Sn‘,‘ the.vicarious liability is a matter of Civil Court. There is no
such con_m_dcrz}tlon 1N a criminal case. When we discuss a privilege matter
our POsItiON 1s somewhat analogous to a court €xcercising criminal Jurisdic~
tion. Wemnistsee if a charge has been made out,
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There is no case against the Chief Minister. He is in the position
where he had been yesterday. So far Government is concerned our stand,_
even today, is that so far as operational matters are conce_rned., we‘do not
dis-lose them in the House. till the Mizo hills operation is goingon.
Therefore, as I have stated, first of all it will have to be ShOV.I.I that
every information will have to be Q-sclqsed to the Houge, that is the
privilege of the House. Whie dealing with this question: I beg to
state thatit has not been shown either bv quoting any law or precedent
that it is the privilege of the House that they shall get intirmtion
conceruing the Government affairs first and they shali have to be
disclose to the House first. Therefore, if it is not established. there

is no privilege. If there is no privilege there is no question of a breach
of the same.

Sir, hundreds of officers in the State in various places in the
course of their duty disclose one or the other information to
the public. At least not less than 14 Public Relations Officers are
functioning in the subdivisions and they are giving information to the
People every now and then. The Press Relations Officeis in the sub-
divisicns micht have given imformation about important matters while the
Assembly is in session. Can that constitute any offence and consequently a
breach of priviege ? First of allI am arguing one point, zez., that there is
no privilege which says that all information must be disclosed in the
House. Shri Tarapada Bhattacharjee has put it correctly if he does not
Jdeny now that it is ‘expected’ of us that information should be dis-

closed in the House first, T quite agree that the normal expectation of the
House is that Government should speak about im

] ; : _ portant matters through
it and disclose such information in the House. If it is not done it

may not be desirable to do so but it does not constitute an offence
as this is not a privilege of the House; otherwise there will be considerable
difficuliies in the functioning of a Government. Everywhere people are
giving information. Lven some of the Ministers today after the House
is over may preside over some functions and in course of thejr speeches
may disclose about certain things. How can the House say that there will
be a breachot privilege because the information has been given out by
the Minister when the House is in session. So, my contention is that there
is no known privilege which can be said to have been breached. There

cannot be a.privilege that all the information should be disclosed in the
House, I repeat.

Now, the next question is regarding the 9th March publication in the
Assam Tribune referred to by the hon. Members. Sir, there was the
publication on 9th March on which the adjournment motion was based
and which has been referred to by the hon. Members. It js said there
that ‘‘the platoon sent out on March 1,has not so far reported at the
destination and efforts to cont

F e act them have not so far succeeded. It
was quite likely, the spokesma

n said, that some of the people have been
ambushed but he completely discounted the su people have

estion that it mij ve
surrepdered to the armed gangs, ““This wasg%le news Plil?fiL%itlllaon
March 9, basing on which the ~adjournment motion was tabled. The
present motion tabled is on the basis of the information contained in
the Assam Tribune, dated the 10th March. The hon. Members have e ihier
proved nor cared to enquire from the

' ‘ _ Government if the news, as
mblished in the Assam Tribune dated the 10th March, is correct.
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The Chief Secretary’s. contention is this; I will read the whole of this,
“Some news has come out in the Assam Tribune of date attributing
a statement of an- official that 9 Assam Rifles men have been killed,
There is, under Central instruction, a Centralised briefing of the Press
with me and the P.R.O. At the meceting when asked about the fate
of the Assam Rifles Platoon, which has set out from Demagiri, it was
said that the information was that 1J.C.O. and 5 other ranks had
got back to Demagiri and that may be 1 J.C.O. and-80 Rs. had
been waylaid. There was no mention of their being killed. As the
briefing by word of mouth the possibility of misreporting or mis-

understanding is there. In the circumstances there will now bhe a brief
written handout.

Of course, the possibility of questioning on this and some scope for
misunderstanding may still remain.

I greatly regret the unintended cmbarrassment to C. M. and can -Only

assure him that certainly also no operational news was intended to be
given.

It appears the Paper representative misunderstood the position
because of the verbal briefing of the news.”

Therefore, Sir, the information contained in the news
this motion is based is not correct, according to the official spokesman
himself. He said that he did not say 9 Assam Rifle men as killed,
He only spoke on thisoccasion of something which was not different
from what was published on the earlier date on which the adjournment
motion was based. ‘The spokesman’ says that because the briefing was in
the words of mouth there was scope for misunderstanding. So when it was
said that they were missing the Press on their own deduction took
them as killed. Sir, ‘the spokesman’ never disclosed about killing of the
9 Assam Rifle men by the Mizo hostiles. So, Sir, there is really no

difference between the news on which the adjournment was based with
the news which the Official spokesman disclosed later on.

on which

Mr. SPEAEKR : Then thatwas a wrong report ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDBURY : Certainly wrong. If
what has been written by the Chief Secretary in his own handwriting
which I have read is taken to be correct

! then there is no new dis-
closure by the ‘official spokesman.” As I have said, Sir, evenif there was

any disclosure of this natureby a Secretary whether a privilege motion
can come up against the Chief Minister for the conduct of an officer of

the Goycrnmc.nt 1s a matter to be considered dispassionately. An officer does
something which is not in the policy of Government.

The Government is entitled to punish him. For that reason the
Minister is not hauled nup for contempt. There is no vicarious liability
in a matter like this as I have already stated. It will be an eminently
wrong procedure if we take seisin of this matter. Even if an Officer
does something wrong which is not within the policy of the Government
the House always asks the Minister to punish that officer.
spate of questions are put “Why this Officer or

Frequently
punished for doing certain wrongs?”’ Has the

that Officer is not
House ever taken a
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decision that becauss a wrong had been done by somebody which was
not authorised by the Minister, as the present case is, that the Minister
should be punished for contempt? This will be a very wrong thing.
So, Sir, from whatever point this matter is looked at, I would humbly
submit that no prima Jfacie case has been made out and you should
hold the motion as inadmissible. If it is put to the House for leave
I would request the House to refuse leave.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA : Sir, the hon. Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs has referred to so many laws and rulings. Sir, the
matteris very very simple. Hon. Members of this House wanted certain
very important information from the hon. Chief Minister. Isit not the
privilege, is it not theright of the hon. Members of the House to elicit
information from the Minister ? Sir, I would request you to realise
this fact.

Mr. SPEAKER : But according to our Rules I cannot compel the
Minister to give that information.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA : The Chief Minister has stated
that this matter relates to operational natters and as such he is not
prepared to disclose it, and he regretted his inability. Sir, you correctly
said that youcannotcompel the Minister to reply and to give information.
At that stage we became helpless. But after going out from the House
it had come to our notice that the same information which was sought
by the hon. Members ot this House but which was denied had been
made available to the Press previously. If it was a security matter or
an operational matter and in the interest of public the Chief Minister
did not want to disclose that information how was it possible that the
same information was made available to the Press ? Does it not mean
that the Press is more privileged than the hon. Members of the House?
When the ‘Press could get the information the previous day the Members
of the House were denied that right. That it was security matter and
as such it could not and cannot be discussed in the House, as advocated
by the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs who is also an Advocate, I
would have agreed to that, but he had forgotten that the same infor-
mation which was denied to the Members of the House was made
available to the Press. What type of a Press Conference the Chief Secretary
h?d with anybody we are not concerned. We are only concerned
with the question which is before the House. The simple
matter was that an information was sought for by the Hon. Members
of the House from the Chief Minister which was denied but the same
information was made available to the Press the previous day. This is
the matter which must be appreciated. We do not know whether the
Chu;f’ Secretary went out of his way in giving out the information without
getting the approval from the Chicf Minister, butit is surprising how the
Chief S(_:crctary could act according to his own desire. The Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs has stated that the Chief Secretary did not
take approval of the Chief Minister, and,as such, the Chief Minister is
not responsible and no privilege could be brought against him. Itma
be that the Press in taking out the information released by the Chief
Secretary some confusion may be there but we are notconcerned about
that. ~We are concerned about the fact that the hon. Members of
the House had been denied some information on the ground that itis
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an operational matter, but the same information was made available to
- the Press the previous day. Is it not an infringement of the privilege
of the Members of the House ? Are we not supposed to know the situa-
tion prevailing in the State ? Ilit is the intention of the Government that
the hon. Members of the House should not be allowed to know something
regarding the situation prevailing in the State, then, I do not know why this
House is existing. Therefore, my submission before FORNSIT G =T
this is a fit case of privilege, this serious matter of infringing the right
of the House, the privilege of the House should not be allowed to 20
by default. I would, therefore, request that ithe Motion may kindly be
admitted.

shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Mr. Speaker,. Sir, the hon
Member from this side of the House has already met the points raised
by the hon. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs.” The hon. Minister has
stated that what the Chief Secretary was doing the Chief Minister mig-
ht not be aware. But that is not the fact. We put the Adjournment
Motion on the basis of paper report and we got the information later
on, after about five minutes of our going out of the House in the pa-
per which was denied to us by the Chief Minister. We are not £0
much concerned whether the statement given to the Press had  some
little difference with the press communique issued by the Chief Secre-
tary, but we are concerned about the news which was discussed in this
House. We raised this discussion and we were discussing this matter
and the House is in session, nobody should forget it.

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot hold the Mipister responsible {or
any act of omission or commission on the part of officers.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA:  Again, Sir, the Minister-in-ch-
arge of Parliamentary Affairs has committed a I)!‘\?EC%I of privilege by
giving some af:c_rlhought ﬂ}il}gs. Sir, In May’g _Pa.rhamcntary Practice,
at page 113 it is stated “it is a breach of pl"I\’l].egC 1o present or cau-
se to be presented to either House or to Committees of cither House,
forged, falsified or fabricated documents with intent to deceive such
House...””

Mr. SPEAKER: Tow can you say that it is a fabricated thing?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The hon. Member is
going too far that I presented before the House a fabricated document.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA - Again in page 40 of May’s
Parliamentary Prm’-tif:c it is seen that giving false things or fabrication or
suppression of truth is a case of breach of privilege. Here the hon. Chief
Minister has suppressed the truth, He did not disclose the truth here in

t}us_ House whcg'cas hi‘s agency has disclosed it to the press and public
It is a suppression of facts.

Mr. SP]?:AKER: It is not suppression of f.cts, You can s2y that
he did not disclose it for legitimate reasons,

S.hri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: He suppressed it on the plea
that if was an operational Jmatter.

Shri MOINUL  HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, the hon. Member
ay be presented with a copy of the Chamber’s Dictionary,
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: In literary term suppression 18
there in the Dictionary. I would request the hon. Minister-in-charge of
Parliamentary Affairs to study the proper meaning of the word.. I would
request him to go to the 1ibrary and. to see the proper meaning of the
word by consulting the Chamber’s Dictionary.

Now, Sir, my submission is that even you also requested
the Chief Minister to say something about this matter but the Chief
Minister did not disclose the fact in the House on the plea that it was
an operational matter but the Chief Sccretary disclosed it to the Press
and Public. This is our main point.

Mr. SPEAKER : That point was not disputed by any hon. Mem-
ber. The moot peint is whether for any act of ommission or commission
on the part of the Officers, the Minister can be made liable.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Yes, Sir. The Chief Mini-
ster is representing the Government and he did not disclose this fact before
the tlouse yesterday. Now, the hon. Minister-in-charge of Parliamn-
tary Affairs wants to make a water-tight compartment betwern the Govern
ment and the Officers. It is not so because the Chiel Minister is the
head of the Government.

Mr. SPEAKER : You can demand a probe against the Officer but
for that reason you cannot make the Minister liable.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : The Minister ought to have told
likethat. But heis trying to protect the Chief Secretary. Therefore, the
arguments put forward by the hon., Minister-in-charge of Pal‘llamentary
Afiairs cannot be accepted. I would, therefore, request you to allow thijs
privilege motion.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East) : The Ministey
is not responsible for any act of Officers.

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA : Heis responsible because he
is above the "Officers. Shri Lal Bahadur Sastri, the then Railway a1
ster resigned because of the fault of the Officers.

i (l\’.;:an}’ hon. Members stood up to speak and there was chaos ip the
ouse.

Mr.. SPEAKER : Order, order, please.

Shri STAl\{LEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY (Cherrapunii, Reserved fo -
Scheduled T:jnbes) : Sir, on one point I wantto submit. T he question
is whethm: this Hquse was entitled to have the information whg:h wa
public. This question has not yet been answered by the l\f.[inistf:r-'S
charge of Parliamentary Affairs, It isa question of privilege of this H =
that a matter which had already been Public on the previous da st
not c.lisclosed in this House by the Il.eader of the House. This is thz m“:i‘;
question.

Mr. SPEAKER : Suppose he did not disclose
will it constitute a breach of privilege?

ini-

certain information .

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS
the House to know
by the Chief Secreta
have this information.

- TIOLS-ROY : This was the privilege of
a thing which is no longer secret. It was disclosed
Ty to the Pressand therefore we were privileged to

-
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr. Speaker
Sir, on the admissibility of the motion my colleague has already submitted to
House. 1 would oaly like to submit to the House that the desirability of not
disclosing the operational matters, I suppose, is accepted by all. Here I
would like to make one thing clear that no Press communique or Press note
was issued, at least on that day.. Sir, according to certain arrangements
made with the Army it was decided that there should be briefing to the Press
by the Chief Secretary and the Public Relations Officer of the Army. They
sit together and brief the Press.  Yesterday assoon as I got the copy of the
Privilege Motion I'sent for the Chief Secretary. 1 had no time to go through
the newspaper and so I wanted to ktnow from him what was the briefing to the
Press. My colleague read out what the Chief Secretary told to the Press I
would read out again :-—*‘‘asked about the fate of the Assam Rijfle platoon
which had set out from Demagiri it was stated that the information was that on
J.C.0. and five other ranks have got back to Demagiri and that may be one
J.C.O. and 8 other ranks have heen way-laid”, There was no mention ot
their being killed. This is what he has given me in writing. Sir, I cannot take
the responsibility for the publications in the Press, Sir, the House may blame
me for not giving that much of information which the Chief Secretary at least
disclosed  to the Press thatone J.0.0. and 8 other ranks had got back to
Demagiri and that may be one J.C.0. aud 8 other ranks had been way laid.
To the extent that I did not give a bit of information to the House they
may find fault with me, I did give this information because I did not know

that this much of information was disclosed by the Chief Secretary to the
Press,

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: Ona point of clarificatior, Sir,
may I know whether the Chief Secretary does not consult with the Chief
Minister before. he gives information to the Press people ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): No, Sir, itis
notneeessary for the Chief Secretary always to consult me.. I was saying
Sir, certainly the House can blame me whatever information was given to
the Press at least that much information I should have 'given to the House.
To that extent I may be held quilty, but for the rest about killing and all
that how could we say that there was any killing when we do mot have any
such information ? In the Chief Sccretary’s briefing also there was no men-
tion of their being killed. I have already said, it would not be desirable in

public interest to disclose any operational information. That is all I have to
submit, Sir,

Mr, SPEAKER ; [ reserve my ruling till Monday next.

Callmg_Attention to a matter of urgent public importance—News-
‘ item published in the “Hjndusthan Standard”, dated
the 12th February 1966 under the caption
¢ Dibrugarh Students® Resentment”’

+ Shri DULAL CHANDR A BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, I want to draw
:che ,atte’?fl_ﬁn of the Hon’ble Chief Minister to a matter of urgent public
1uhportance an'd of recent Occurrence, that is, the news-item published ia the
*Hindusthah Standard’, dated 12th February 1966 under the caption “Dibru.
garh Students’ resentment*’ wherein it is stated that the students of some

X %o
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educational institutions of Dibrugarh abstained from their classes on 9th
February 1966 as a mark of protest and resentment against the Government
inaction in controlling the heavy traffic on the road due to which many road
accidents took place including the accident which had taken place in Dibru-
garh on the 8th February 1966 in which a military truck knocked down
‘three students on their way to school, one of whom died on the spot and two
others seriously injured. 5ir, thisis a matter of vital importance concerning
ahe safetyof the people of the State and the demands made by the students
tre perfect ly justified. Sir, you are fully aware of the fact that the number of
road accidents is increasing day by day and there is no safety for the lives of
the pedestrians. Therefore, Sir, I want to know from the Hon’ble Chief
Mmister whether any investigation has been made into this accident that
took placi: on 9th February 1966 in Dibrugarh as a result of which one school
student was killed and two others seriously injured ; whether any relief has
been given to the family of the deceased; and whether Government have
taken any effective steps to control the heavy vehicular traffic.  We hays
been told that one Committee was constituted to examine the feasibility and
that Committee has put forward certain recommendations in respect of
traffic control measures. But till today we have not seen the implementa-
tion of those recommendations for v hich road accidents and loss of life are
on the increase. Therefore, Sir, I want definite information irom the Chief
Minister whether any tratfic eontrol measures as recommended by the Com-
mittee have been implemented or whether the Government is going to take
definite steps to controlling the rash driving and heavy motur traffic to
prevent road accidents and to protect the life of the peqple. And for that
purpose I have brought this Calling Attention motion, Sir.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr. Speaker,

Sir, on the 8th Icbruary at 9-30 A, M. one army vehicle knocked down
Sarvashri Siba Prasad Hazarika, Monob Kumar Hazarika and Promode
Kumar Hazarika, all students of Government Aided Public High School,
Dibrugarh on Assam Trunk Road in front of Gabharupathar Police Beat .
House within the Dibrugarh Municipality on their way to School. As
result Shri Siba Prasad Hazarika died at the spot and the other two
austained injuries. The injured students were immediately removed to
the Assam Medical College Hospital for treatment. Immediately after the
occurrence, a large number of students and others appeared at the spot
and prevented the Police from removing the dead body. They became
very much agitated. The Superintendent of Police rushed to the spot and
atter long pcx:sua§ion - succeeded in removing the dead body for post-
mortem examination. The students and others followed the dead body
and after the post-mortem examination, they held a meeting at Thana -
Charali, Dibrugarh with the dead body. The Speakers criticised
the Traffic Branch of the Police for alleged inefficiency in controlling
traffic, They also criticised the District Authority for inadequate steps to
expand the existing roads with facility of footpath. ‘The army personnel
were also criticised for rash driving, etc. The students formed an Action
Committee and organised a students’ strike on February, 9. The students
of all educational institutions except those of the Assam Medical College
came of their classes and paraded the main thoroughfares of the town.
It culminated in a meeting where rosolutions demanding compensation
to the parents of the deceased, immediate steps to bring the culprit to
book, adequate measures :o copntrol vehicular traffic in the town were
adopted. On February 10th, a few representatives of the students sub-
mited copies of the above resolutiens in the form of a memorandum to
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the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur. In connection with the accident
a case under Sections 279/338/304 (A) I. P. C. was registered at Dibrugarh
Police Station against the military driver who was arrested for rash and
negligent driving and investigation is proceeding under direct supervision
ot superior Police ufficers. Sir, these road accidents, as I have said in
one of my earlier speeches, are becoming very frequent. The recommen-
dations which the Committee submitted are in the process of executions,
The increase of traffic has been very considerable. The hon. Member
have noticed that in the meantime the trunk road has been widened
and also Government have assisted Municipal Boards for construction
of foot in paths in the towns. Inany casec, I feel quite concerned about the
increasing number of motor accidents. Sir, we have not paid any
compensation to the parents of those students killed and injured. Actually
claim for compensation has to be filed before the Claims Tribunal and
I hope the parents of the unfortunate students must have fled their
claims before the Tribunal.

General Discussion of the Budget
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The Assembly was then : Y et : 3¢ the 12th
March, 1966, v sthen adjourned till 10 A,M. on Saturday, the

Shilleng, ', ) - R.C. CHAUDHURI ,
- Secretary, :
The 22nd July, 1966 _j Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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