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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General Elections
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 a. m.
on Tuesday, the 15th March, 1966.

PRESENT

_ Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, s. L., Speaker in the
Chair, seven Ministers, threc Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers
and fifty-nine Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Re: Shifting of Gauhati Jail to Khanapara
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:
*56. Will the Minister-in-charge of Jails be pleased to state—

(a) What steps Government have taken to shift the Gauhati Jail
to Khanapara ?

(b) When construction of buildings will be started at Khanapara
for the establishment of the Jail ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Jail) replied:

56. (a)—With a view to shift the District Jail, Gauhati, .Government

have acquired some land at Khanapara and acquisition of some more land
15 In process.

(b)—In view of the financial stringency of the State, a decision was
taken to keep this part of the scheme pending for the time being.
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Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE (Katigora): ufi =47 =em
TCACE ?
Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : ssce¢ pace 2919 S isfaerta za 1

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): afeate @2 &'tofiw i a1
ARziER FEd 72

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : <i¢tes ¢33 (I SifaF T2b4
Fhaed FI9 =T I =T |

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Plan & estimates 3 =T%td ?
Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: z7, ¥4 (2% |

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE: Total sfi ¥9 ?

Shri MABENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: 88 fim = & >4 @ ¢
Shri TAZUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : afsatars fFtm 531 436 541 (22
Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: 35436 >3,09,53¢ 5F1 (=% |
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : <f5fids 15 f3ta 531 T8 0 29 ¢
Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: -ty 90-a¢ @t 5313 9 727 |

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA(Gauhati): ¢ fJ 5125 (o= wftg,
oot Afme e e
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: ofts f$3 @ Dispose of =fy
1% pea faftd iR ctaETT ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Planning fietta sFsie
dAqpd  FfEAF aifaa)

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): 1% 7if§ sast
@ wfgeEd Ffwg ¢

Mr. SPEAKER: 9fiszd sfacg |

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Planning sty gss st

fer Ffaq ams ¢
Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Town sf% Country Planning

fRotts wfagce @1 291 fazers 747 T EEE SN 9T |
Re: Vice-Chairman, Gauhati Municipal Beard
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:
| *57. Will the Minister-in-charge of Municipal Administration be
pleased to refer to the reply to Starred Questions No 122 on 23rd

March, 1965 and state whether further action will be taken as the Act
has now been amended ? R
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Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, Municipal Administra-
tion) replied:

57. The Assam Municipal (Amendment) Act, 1965 came into force
on 4th February 1966, The matter i1s under consideration,

Re: Gauhati Municipal Board

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:

*58. Will the Minister-{n-._:hargc of Municipal Administration be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is fact that the Vice-Chairman of the Gauhati
Muricipal Board did not allow the Commissioner of
Division to inspect the office of the said Board to enquire
into certain aliegation made by 13 Municipal Commis-
sioners in their petition ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to stop sanctioning grants
to the Municipal Board ?

. Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, Municipal Administra-
tiom) replied:

58. (a)—Yes,
(b)—The question does not arise.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Will the Minister be pleased

™ state whether enquiry will be made by an officer by other method ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: I have already replied that the
Fatter is under consideration.

_Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: When that consideration will be
finalised ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON : Sir, the amended Act has come into
¢ only recently and we are examining the legal implications.

Shri

forc

i MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla) : Sir, when the responsible
officer like the Commissioner was not allowed to inspect the office, what

steps the Government has taken to enquire into the allegations? Whether
Government amended the law ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: It has already been amended.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: After amendment of the Act

what steps the Government have taken to enquire into the allegation ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON : I have already stated.
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Re: Measure to increase Production of Fish
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked :

#59. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary, etc., be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether the production of fish is decreasing year by year
in spite of earnest efforts made by the Fishery Department
to improve the position ?

(b) If so, whether Government will constitute a Committee to go
into details of the problem and suggest ways and means
how to increase production of fish ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinary)
replied :

59. (a)—No accurate or dependable data are available regarding total
production of fish from internal sources in Assam. However, it is felt
that the production of fish has been steadily declining due to physical and
natural causes like erosion and silting up of some fisheries by rivers, and
due to construction of bundsby the E.and D. Department blocking the
natural connecting channels between the fisheries and the rivers and
thereby stopping migration of fish'into the natural fisheries and also due
to unrestricted and intensive fishing and deforestation.

(b)—Since the Estimates Committee in its 11th and 12th report
has' already suggested measures for increase of production of fish it is felt
that the constitution of a Committee to go into the details of the problem
is not necessary. An official Csmmittee under the chairmanship of the
then Secretary. Fishery Department (Shri Ramesh Chandra, I. A.S.) also
examined this and the connected questions and submitted its report on 4th
July 1963.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Will the Minister be pleased to
state the synopsis of the recommendations of the Committee appointed under
the chairmanship of Shri Ramesh Chandra ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The recommendations
were circulated to the Members.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): When?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Lastyear.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Sir, may I k
steps the Government have taken on the light of the report ?y A s

j Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, we are trying to
implement the vecommendations of these two reports. Some of the re-
gomn_lenc;atlons \Cflvhm&_ %:ave got no financial implications, have alpeady
een implemented. /ith regards to the others, it depends on t A
of funds in the 4th Five Year Plan. : - 0 the allocation

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Sir, will

: 5 th

Government be pleased to encourage private fishery ent{*epreneu‘;‘vsl witﬁ
funds ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Unfortunately there is,

no money at the disposal of the Fishery Department to give loan to the
private entrepreneurs.
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Re: Regular Flood in Dhubri Town
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked:

*60. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (¥. C. & 1.) be pleased
to state —

(a) Whether itisafact thatflood has become a regular jeature
in Dhubri town since 1954 ?

(b) If so, the reasons thereof ?

(c) Whether Government has formulated any protective scheme
to stop the recurrence of such flood ?

(d) If the answer is in affirmative, the details thereof

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY [Minister, P. W. D.
(F. C. &I.)] replied:

. 60. (a)—Ycs, some parts of the town have been affected by floods
since 1964.

(b)—Most part of the town arcas are low- lying. Besides there are

a number of dra.i_ns leading to the rivers. The backflow from the river
through these drains also caises flooding of the town.

(c) & (¢)—No.

sh_ri TARAPADA BHATTACHARI]IEE : Sir, is it not a fact that the
Municipal Board of Dhubri has already sabmitted several representations to
the Government to protect the town from food ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, Dhubri Municipal
Board had submittcd a representation to the Government, there is no doubt
about this fact. But the problem is a difficult one. Large areas of the town
are low lying areas and they are lower than the high flood level of the Brah-
glaputra. So the problem is a complicated one ; partly it is a question of

ramnage and partly it is a question of taking flood control measures.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): May I know whether
any definite scheme has so far heen taken by Government to protect the
town {rom flood and erosion ?

Shii MOINUL HAQUE C{.QUDHURY : A scheme was submitted

by the Executive Engineer, but after examining the scheme at a higher
level it was found

\ that some more investigations were necessary. Along
with flood control measures it was considered necessary to take a drainage
scheme. Nermally a drainage scheme has got to be dealt with by the Public
Health Engm.eermg Department. So far as Embankment and Drainage
Dcpart_ment 1s concerned, we have already asked the Executive Engineer,
Dhubri, to make a detailed survey in order to assess how far the dyke he
had proposed would serve the purpose, to what length the dyke should be
constructed and whether any drainage sluice in tbe dyke would be required
for the success of the scheme: Accordingly, the Executive Engineer, Em-

I?ankment and Dr:cuna_ge, Dhurri, was instructed to submit the estimate for
it and the same is still awaited.
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Shri MUHAMIMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): May I know how
long 1as this sch-me been pending ? :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sofar as this Department
is conceraed, there is no question of the scheme being pending. A scheme
was sent to us which was aot found sound technically. We had asked for
a detaiied investigation into the matter.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : May I know what is the
approximate area iavolved in water-logging requiring drairage and how
long all these .letails were b:tore the Government for examination ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: It appears for the first
time we were associated in a discussion on the subject, held on 9th Septem-
ber 1963, under the Presidentship of the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara.
So far as this Department is concerned, ths question of investigation and
looking into the matter started thereafter. With regard to the former part
of the question, I am afraid I will have to give some d-:tails. Otherwise,
it will not be possible to appreciate th= position fully.

Dhubri town is surrounded by the rivers Brahmaputra and Godadhar.
Most part of Ward No.IIT, i.e., Baluchar in the southern part of the town,
is 2 char land which is subme ged during floods. Some portions of Ward
No.V in between the Dhubri-Kachugaon Road and the Gadadhar, on the
northern side of the town, are low-lying and are submerged during fioods.
Wards Nos. I to IX are partly affected by floods. During very high floods
which occurred in 1962, most of the wards were affected. Besides, there
are a number of drains leading to the rivers from the various parts of the
town. Due to back-low from the river through these drains, some portions
of the town are usually affected. The Dhubri-Gouripur road running
along north-east is acting as embankment protecting the town areas from
flooding. But towards the end of floods of 1963, an outlet across the road
had been provided probably for drainage of the adjacent lands on the
western side. This also causes further flooding.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : May I know whether Ward
No.VIII is one of the worst water-logging areas in the town ?

Sh.ri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: In my reply Ward No.VIII
is also included as an area affected by floods.

Shri DQLAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know whether this
matter was discussed in the Flood Control Board ? '

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: No, Sir.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Are Govern-
ment aware of the recent fact that the southern part of the Dhubri town
is already _threatencd and unless immediate steps are taken a big portion of
this inhabited area will be swallowed by the Brahmaputra ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : This is with regard to
erosion. As I have already said, this town consists of very low-lying areas,
In fact, even in the first meeting I referred to, the proceedings were recor-
ded like this : “The Dhubri area is itself a very low-lying area and much

« b
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lower than the high flood level of the Biahmaputra and assuch outlet of
the drainage system of the Dhubri town cannot be the river Brahmaputra
without a sluice gate’. This itself will show the size of the problem. The
town 1s a very low lying one. In fact when it was constructed, this area was
selected probably because it was low-lying; as bouts were the 1neans of
communication then the town was constructed in such a way that its
communication should be with river Brahmaputra. Now, with the change

of circumstances, there is an u rge for protection of the town from flood. If
we put up an embankmert without proper investigation the problem of
water accumulating in the town itself may become serious. Hence, without

detailed investigation, the Department feels, nothing should be done there

which may further aggravate the problem.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN : In view of the serious threat which
has dcve}oped, can we expect that Government will take immediate steps
to expedite protection measures in that part of the town?

. Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I can only expedite the
Investigations. I cannot expedite taking up a scheme for execution at the
momwent. Unless and until a techniczl solution is advised, I cannot order
for execution of a scheme which is not sound. The House also would not
expect the Department to take up a scheme without proper investigations.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN - May I know how the Government
Propose to render necessary redress to those people who are definitely going
to be shelterless by flood and erosion ?

X Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : A large number ofpeople
in this State are still suffering frocm floods and Dhubri is included in that.

hatever may be the size of our flood control programme there will always
be some people in the immediate fusure who will have difficulties.

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : May I know whether Govern-

ment gives auy higher priority in respect of protection of towns than in the
case of the rural areas ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHCUDHURY : It all depends on circums-
tances. At one stige Dibrugarh town protection got the top-most priority
over ail other schemes in the State. At the moment our endeavour is to
give prority to rural areas in order to increase production.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : in his reply the Minister
has stated that apart from flocd control a drainage scheme is also necessary
to protect the town and the Public Health Engieering Department is
concerned with the drainage scheme. May I know whether the E. & D.
Department has already requested the Public Health Engineering Depart-
ment to investigate into the matter and formulate a scheme ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : In the discussions held
with the Chairman of the Dhubri Municipal Board it was decided that the
Public Health Engineering Department would take up the drainage problem
of the town. So, the E. & D. Department did net come in directly. The
Public Health Depariment might have been requested by the Municipal
Board also.



740 QUESTIONS [15th Mar.,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Inveiw of the urgency of the
matter, does not Government consider it necessary to take the help of the
Central Government in respect of investigations for preparing a scheme as

well as for financial assistance ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The Central Government
does not give extra financial assistance outside the Plan. All such schemes
Itis for this House to decide as to what

amount they will allocate for flood control measuresin the plan. As
the Governor has stated in his Address that our requirement is Rs.300
crores there will be quite a number of schemes, not taken up, till the House
can provide this amoun*, when certainly such problems can be tackled more

effectively.
Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved for

Scheduled Tribes) : Sir, the Minister has replied “this part of the Plan®’
May I know whether that part of the project isincluded in the Plan ?

must forin a part of the Plan.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the projectis under
investigation.

¥ Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Sir, how long the investigation
will take ; is there any probability of its coming up in the Fourth Plan ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Itis not possible for me
to give any assurance that the scheme will be taken up. We will try to

expedite the investigation.

Shri MU'HAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, may I know if any alloca tion
has bien made in the Fourth Plan in regard to town Protection Schemes in-

the State as a whole ?

2 Shri M?INFUL HiQ};UE 1C!H(I)UI)HI{JRY : There wassome allocation
br town profection work, but the plan not being finalised it i Se2ion
what we would get P ng finalised it is anybody’s guess

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE : Sir, in view of
Dhubri is a distri = X el VI WRO, Fhe fagt that
giv::n r; 15 a district ILeaclqu*u ters town, if topmost priority in this project is

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : [t is for ti
Board to decide which should be given topmost prioir;tyc?r s AHontnContapl

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Supplementaries to Unstarred Question No 23 2 i

: : replied on 14th

1966 R:: Supply of Text Books to Lower Primary and Jlmi?:.ar(:h
Basic Schools of Assam

4 e]Shri \DI-'SJLAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) : Sir, may I know from
t l”n-f Minister what is the criteria for including schools under the Deficit
System for giving ad-hoc grants to schcols ?
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. Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister, Educa-

tion) : The schools which are recognized by the Secondary School Board are
given grants under deficit system.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Kotigora) : Sir, isita fact

that some schools are given grants even without the recognition of High
School Board ?
(i

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : That isnota fact, Sir.

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU (Majuli, Reserved for Scheduled

| Tribes) : Sir, may I know the number ot schools under the Upper Assam
| \ B e . -
L Circle Inspectorate that have been given grant ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Sir, Ish

: all be able to supply
~ the details afterwards,

; . Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): May I know in making
allocations under the

system of deficit grants to the Secondary Schools,

Whether the Jevel of development of cducation is taken into consideration 2

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Generally it is taken into
®  consideration.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, what is the amount that

|
ir Y Govqrnment propose to allot this time Lo give ad hoc grants to Middle
; English and’ High English Schools ?

a5 g

i Shi}imati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : No amount has yet been
dllotted.,

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : May I know, Sir,
of backward areas on the basisof District
enrolment is relaxed ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Yes, it is relaxed.

ifin respect
and Subdivision ecriterion of

e ————————

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): May I know whe-

ther the Railway school at Gauhati has been given grant under deficit
system ? :

*, Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA - Sir, T have no information
at the moment. ) '

Regular flood in Kaziranga Game Sanctuary

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokakhat) asked:

91, Will the Minister, P.W.D. (E. & D.) be pleased to state—
@

Whether Government is aware that the Kaziranga Gane
Sanctuary is always affected by floods of Brahmaputra ?

(b) Whether Government propose to extend the Dhansirimukh .

bund upto Bagari for protecting the Kaziranga Game Sanc-
tuary 2 i 4 -

.

B e 0 et e
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.

. Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHCUDHURY [Minister, P. w. D,,
(Flool Control, etc.)| replied:

91. (a)—Yes.

(b)—There is no such proposal at present with this Department.
The matter may be taken up with the Forest Department as this scheme is
meant primarily for the benefit of the Kaziranga Game Sanctuary.

Shr: TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE (Katigora) : May I know
what steps Govermment have taken to save the por:ion of the Kaziranga

Game Sanctvary ?

Shxi MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the answer is clear.
Thehon. Member may address a separate question to the Forest Deépart-

ment. 1

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : May I know whether
Gl)\'eillm(’n[ }135 ﬂh't'd_dy [a]\-e" uz) [.hC maltter \\"ilh '[]]‘c J"‘(J]‘(:‘-;t ])Cpal‘[m‘c“t-’)

Mr. SPEAKER : How can he renly to  that ?

a
Re: Canals in the Saraipani Irrigation Praject l
Shri SARBESWAR BORDCLOI (Titabor) asked:
92. Will the Minister-in-charge of P.W.D. (F. C. & I.) be pleased to 9 V
state — 3

(a) Whether it is a fact that Government propose to make three
canals including the main in the Saraipani Irrigation
project within Jorhat Subdivision ?

(b) If s0, the length of each canal ?

(c) Whether itis a fact that the main river canal is constructed ; '
on the old river bed which was abandoned ?
(d) Ifso, why ? ‘

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D.
(Flood Centrol, etc.)| replied :

‘ 92. (a)——-The sanctioned scheme provides for one irrigation canal and
resectioning including a diversion of the main river ?

(b)—The lengths of these two are— :
(i) Irrigation canal 14,100 ft.
(ii) Resectioning of the river course including 14,133 ft. L
diversion.
(C)—Rcsectiomng and diversion of the Saraijani river is being :

s-“g@mﬁd, partly aloung existing course 4,000 it., partly along a diversion
2,000 ft. and pa.rtly along dead course— 8,133 ft.
(d)—Diversion of the main river course along the dead course is

necessary to prevent damage to the area along its newly developed course.
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Re: Number of Agriculturists and quantity of production

‘Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:
93, Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of persons engaged in Agriculture in 1963
1964 and 1965 ? p

(b) The total arvca of land cultivated by Agriculturists in 1963,
1964 and 1965 ?

(c) The total production of paddy, mustard seeds, pulses and
jute in 1963, 1964 and 1965 ? '

pl‘s.:}lri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)
rephied ;
: .93. (a)—As per 1961 census, the total number of persons engaged T
Agricalture is shown below :— :
1. As cultivators 3324 lakhs,

2. As agricultural labourers 1-87 lakhs.
= S 35-11 lakhs.
The estimated figures for 1963, 1964 and 1965 are:

1963 3710 lakhs.
1964 3814 lakhs.
1965 3921 lakhs.
(b)—
n lakh acres In lckh bectares
1963-64 57:41 23:23
1964-65 58:00 23:47  estimated.
1965-66 56:25 23-37 )
(0)— |
L. Paddy 1963~64 revised 1964-65 final 1965-66 final
torecast forec;tst
Autumn (in lakh tonnes) ... 5+60(350) 5:25(3-28) 6+10(3:87)
Winter (in lakh tonnes) .. 24°46(15:29) 25:10(1567) 23-10(14°44)
- Spring (in lakh tonnes) ... 0-14{0-09) 0-24(0+15) 0-24(0°15) es-
timated.
Al 80-20(18 88) 30-50(1o-11) 20-53(18-46)
Figureg in brazket indicate the prod;;;i_(‘m in terms of rice. Al
2. Mustard (tonnes) 54,829 50,456 57,000 estiraa-
8. Pulses (tonnes) = 36,323 36,740 38,000
# Jute (in lakh bales) .., 1032 8:82 " 845 Final

farecas)
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, May J know why in spite of
engaging more persons and more areas for cultivation the production .of
paddy in 1965-66 is less than the previous years ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I have already disclosed
to the House thatit is due to drought and irregular rains.

le: Proposed diversion of the Embankment of Puthimari
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

94, Will the l\linistcr-in-chargc of Public Works Department
(Fload Control and Irrigation) be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government are aware of the distress of the
villagers of village Moukuchi as they are w0 shift their
homeste.ds again duc to proposed diversion of the
embankment of Puthimari in that village ?-

(b) Whether it is a fact that most of those villagers had to
shift their homesteads and suffered losses due to con-
Structien of the embankment ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the village can be saved by straighten-
ing the loop of the river formed in the villages Lechakona
and Maukuchi at nominal cost in proportion to the
¢xpenditure of the retirement embankment and compea-
sation for land and houses and crops ¥

(d) Whe_thcr Governmernt will be pleased to cxamine the cutting
of the loop and save the village ? :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Public
orks Department, Flood Control, etc.) replied:

94, (a)—Yes, Only two families are required to shift their homestead

(b)—There isno such informaticn,

(c)—Short circuiting of the loop at Lechakona (opposite  of
Paspara) alone cannot save the village. Strengthening of the cxisting
e€mbankment at Maukuch; and protective measures opposite Lechakona
will ‘be nezessary, cost of which is not nominal.

(d)—TIt hasbeen de

cided to straight the loop and take rotectiv
measures as at (c) above, R R ;B 3

Re: Kalyan Fishery Co.operative Society

Shri MOHANANDA BORA
95, Will the Minister-ip-

(Bibpuria) asked:

charge of Fisheries be pleased to state—
(2) wi:“-thCI‘Squernment 1s aware that Kalyan Fishery Co-operas
ﬁ:;(?hag(;cmy Which is formed purcly by Fishermen L

on was Eo1Ster . Ca = AT
1956-57)? registered in the year 1936 (No. T5 of
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(b) Whether Government is aware that this Society received Go-
vernment grant and subsidy for its eflicient management
but no busines; (2. e., fish Mahal) was given to this Society ?

(c) Whether Government is aware that this Socicty tried to get a
fishery on auction but failed ?

(d) Whether Government is aware that this Society applied for
direct settlement ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that they offered the highest
amount in tender to the lccal Officer ?

(f) Whether the members offered their property as security and
offered to pav the bid mouey in one instalment ?

(8) Whether Government is aware that disregarding all :hese offers
preference was given to an individual Mahaldar even a1 a
lower bid ?

(h) If so, why ?

repnt MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Fisheries)

9. (a)—VYes, T:is a fact,

{ e : . - - "
Rs. 2=356P0)67\ ¢s, this Society received Goverament grant and subsidy of

bali’* T (c)“"YﬁS, this Society tried 10 get se
Pl Fishery on tender system, but not on

(d)“"&rCS .
(e)—Yes.

ttlement of the “‘Bajdour Kha-
auction,

. ()=No. This isneta fact. 1In fact, the Society by their resolution
passed in the Executive Bo 1y’s meeting held on 14th December 1963 autho-
rised Government to sel] the properties of the members of the Executive

Body, if the Socicty failed to pay the kist money in case of settlement of
a Ilishery with them,

(8)—There were four tenders including one from this Society who
offered Rs, 33,051-00 year for settlement of Bajdour Khabali fishery of
North Lakhimpur Subdivision for the next three years with effec: from
1st- April 1966. Although this Society’s bid was the highest the said fishery
was settled with Second bidder and sitting lessee who 18 from the Sche.
duled ‘Caste Community’ at Rs, 29,005 00 per annum. ‘The Subdivisionap
Officer, North Lakhimpur, who is the authority to settle the said fishery
informs the Government that he did so on the fecommendation of the
Fishery Advisory Board, who considered him to be the most suitable, Wl
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(h) —The Fishery Advisory Board concerned, could not recommend the
casc of the Kalyan Fishery Co-operative Saciety who were the highest bidder
as they could not show their unencumbered moveable and immoveable pro-
perties with approximate value of each kind of property which is required to
be furnished as per Rules so as to prove their honafied that they were finan-
cially sound to take up fishery business at an annual Revenue offered by them.
The Society did not also procuce any certific ite {rom any competent authority
as to their financial position. The second highest bidder, on the other hand,
with whom settlement of Bajdour Khabali fishery was made, showed in the
appropriate column of the tender form that the value of his moveable and
immoveable properties comes to Rs. 30,000 with a certificate to the above
effecc from the Assistant Settlement Officer concerned, with the remark that
his financial condition was sound. TFurther he was serving asa Fishery
Jessee since 1955-56 without any adverse vemark., Hence scttlement of the
fishery with the Second highest tenderer at an annual Revenue ef Rs.29,005
was made by the Subdivisional Officer on the recommendation of the
Advisory Board,

Shvi MOHANANDA BORA. : Sir, in reply to (f)itis stated the
Socicty by their resolution passed in the Executive Body’s meeting held on
14th December 1965 authorised Government (0 sell the properties of
the members of the ExecutiveBody, if the Scciety failed to pay the kist
money in case of settlement of a fishery with them But are Government
that awere thaton very flimsy grounds applications of societies are
rejected ? -

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, I have not been able
to follow the hon. Member. The question (1) is swhether the members
offered their property as security and offcred to pay the bid money in
one instalment””, The answer to thatis ‘No’.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA : Sir, my questicn is regarding the list
of propertics; there is a Head in the tender Form. Under this Head the
properties 10 be placed should be shown. But in all cascs on some flimsy
ground the tenders ave rejected, Whether Government is aware of this fact

and whether Government will try to make some correction to this ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, with regard to this
case they did not write in the tender lorm the required information and
detail as reported to by the 5.D. O. The Society, instead, forwarded a
resolution about the contents of which I have already gi\'cn out in 1‘eply to
(f). TheS D. O. and the Advisory Board unfortunately did not consider
it to be a sufficient compliance and that has been given as the reason for
their rejection of the tender. Whether it is flimsy ground oOr not is a matter of
opinion, Unfortupately the hand of Government in the matter of settlement
is tied down,

Under the Rules if anybody is aggrieved he has got to go io the _Board
of Revenue. Government cannot really interfere, Butil itisthe feeling
of the House that the Rule in this behalf is not sufficient and the
Government should examine it then that is a dilferent matter. ‘That
tg;ltr;zt, of course, be assured by me in reply to.2 question it:being a policy

r.
bes)s!lrsii 1MAI.. CHANDRA PEGU (I\:‘Iaj ali, Reserved for Scheduled Tri-
g ,may I know from the Hon ble Minister whether any verification
of the assets of the Socicty was made ?
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : It appeats that no scparate
verification was made. The certificate given by the Assistant Seftlement
Officer was taken for granted in the case of the successful tender.

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU : Sjr,in that case whether the c
tive was asked to produce any certificate from the S. D. Q. ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : It appears not.

o-opecra-

D:. GHANASHYAM DAS (North-Salmara, Reserved for Scheduled
Castes) : Is it not the intention of the Government to give preference to the
Fishery Coo-operative Societies in the matter of scitlement of fisheries ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Most certainly itis. Our
Rules are quiteclear in this respect,

Dr.GHANASHYAM DAS : Was any instruction issued to the District
and Subdivisional heads in this connection ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The Rules are very clear
and settlement operations have got to be done under the Rules. If there
15 any violation of the Rules the Board of Revenue can interfere in appeal.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS:  Will the Government be pleased to
examine the rules so that the defects may be rectified ?

My. SPEAKER : He has already replied.

.. Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Sir, in this case the
FlShC{‘.\'_ Co-operative Society pledged their immoveablas property to the
Subdivision1] Officer, Then why in spite of that the Subdivisional

flicer could nst settle tive fishery with the Co-operative Society ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Tlat can be questioned in the Board of Revenue.
Shri BIsWADEV SARMA - Sir, the Board of Revenue is a long

drawn affair. Can I request the Government to examine the Rules?

Mr. SPEAKER : I: is a policy matter. The Minister cannot give
any assurance,

Shri MOHANANDA BORA : «% I8 7w declare =
atE g ATS Tipta Az 3w Co-operative Society g
et (12 Clo-operative ¥ Settlement 17 e | GTTTM QA
CBISRE Wiy ©amaa s Aieeld  tzim  wts BEre 4w fem
(T 7% 53917 direct Settlc.nent . frm. A2 @ qSce
T BATIT Tt Advisory Board =1 D.C. 7 41 cwiem
Society 3 Settlement 4t criats  cwion FRE r4@E Tiws
F[ | Actual Fishermn 7 st 2T ¢zl Society  direct
Settlement fiats faver farase s ?

Skri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, our
clear. The Rule reads: “Uo-operative Fishery Societies formed by actual
fishermen of the Scheduled Castes and regist-red under the Assam Clo-
operative Societies Act, 1949, shall be given option of taking settlement
of fisheries at the highest bid, provided that the bid of such Co-opera jve
Societies is within 7% per cent of the highest bid,

Rule is very
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Where the bids of such Co-operative Societies arc” below 7% per cent
of the highest bid (i) Co operative Societies as stated above, (ii)
individual members of the Scheduled Caste, (iii) individual members of the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes who may offer a
bid of not less than 60 per cent of the highest bid, may be  given
option to take seitlement of the fishery at the higher bid, in the order of
prefererce stated above subject to the suitability of the bidder”.

The Rule, thercfore, makes it very clear. Preference is given in the
order of (i) Co-operative Fishery Societies formed by actual fishermen
of the Scheluled Castes, (ii) Individual Members of the Scheduled
Castes, (ii1) Individual Members ol the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Backward Clisses. If there has been any violation the Societv concerned
has (o either move the Commissioner of Divisions for not confirming the

sertlement on the groun ! that th-re has been violation of the Rule, “or,
e. Till the

gd in regular course foran appeal to the Board of Revenu
Rules are as they are, I am afraid Government cannot do anything in

the maiter.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA : Sir, my question was not replied to
properly. My question was to save this Society..

Mr. SPEAKER : He is not concerncd with the particular Society.
He has given the general policy. If any body is aggrieved then he has
got the richtto goto appeal belore the Board of Revenue, and also he
can move the Commissioner of Division who is the confirming authority not
to confirm the settlement.

Shii MOHANANDA BORA : Sir, my cuestion was diﬁ'c'r.cnt. My
question was to save this Society or any Society. I am as asking about
that. -

if any particular Society feels aggrieved then that Society has the right

to go in appeal before the Board of Revenue. He may also approach
the Commissioner of Division not fo confirm the settlemept.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA : s, cifa  7+/thl e adq
Paticular Sociciy = wza| afr Society ¥ Beitz fra cilcw  cer
9tz wfees fér @3 cvas I A% T
Mr. SPEAKER pasics  fwgata - #if© tzata Fia  wiestas
STAMT Tt wfaea feca | afr cFiem AfwEplca Tife woakt F qFca
A wifea wfemn Frw cwew paFca Abld T

: Shri MOHANANDA BORA Society faa@l#= - business frqa
FEed foa1 a7 Ffaceen w1z ?

Mr SPEAKER % i1 cacast 74T |

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the Rule for direct
settlement does not envisage that the Government should settle fisheries
with the '(io-operatives only. I am afraid unless this Rule is changed in
fn‘vmu- of direct settlement with Co-operative Fishery Societies only the
(}Overl_lment cannot as a matter of course scitle fisheries with Co-
operatives only. j

Mr. SPEAKER : He has replied to that question. His reply is that

<



1966] QUESTIONS 749

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara): w4397
3 rule @ity @7 fFa 4fRgT FR@T g 7 2

Mr, SPEAKER : . @251 Policy ‘matter. #*[7 8399 @2 =0
Fq calatfaa |

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): c¢sizm Indivi-
dual @ aft w3 9l Co-operative @ ¢ F@ (TT (BT
Settlement frg ? —

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Direct settlement is
meant more for protecting Government insterest than the interest of any
individual applicant apart from unusual cases. Therefore, in a case of
direct settlement 1 shall certainly prefer to protect the interest of the
Government than the interest of any co-operative or individual.

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU : Whether the Minister will be
pleased 10 make an enquiry into the matter as to why the tender of the
co-operative socicty was r jected without the financial soundness being
verified by the Sub-divisional Officer ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise here.

... Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May Iknow what the hon.
Minister meant by ““Govermment interest”, whether political interest or
any other interest ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Government .interest
means GO‘.’Cl‘lln’lﬁJlt iHT.Gl‘CSl. B

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA (Kalaigaon): 77 @ 30

Y1 actual Scheduled Castes zta “lf¥ 4it7 | Actual non-Scheduled
Caste 23 +iitg wira ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : They do not get any
preference.  But if otherwise they are eligible, they atve entitled to settlement.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : May I know from the hon. - Minister
whether the interest of the Co-operative is Government interest ?

Mr. SPEAKER : No, it is not Govermmen! interest.

-Re: Package Programme in Cachar District

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) : asked:

96. Will ‘the Minister of Agriculture be pleased to state—

() Why the district of Cachar was. selected ‘first for introdwction
of Package Programme ? i

(b) What is the total amount spent in conncction with  all
schemes of Package-Programme there in Cachar * district

: up to the end of March, 1965 ?

{c) What is the total amount of loan given to the Agriculturis‘g
out of the Package-Programme fund up 10 the .end of
1964-65 .2 '

(d) The total aunount of loan realised up to date™® = ||
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. Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)
replied :

district of Cachar and the facts that as a result of influx of refugees
‘who were mostly agricuiturists and that a large number of tea gardens
in the district were becoming uaneconomic, thus throwing out of
employment a large number of labou ers, resulting in putting the
economy of district to a scvere strain, which had no chance of being
relieved in near future through industrialisation duc to its peculiar
geography and communication difiicultics, Governmeat  selected Cachar
district for the programme.

Rs, nP.

(b)—Expenditure for 1962-63 o oo 87,522 00
Expenditure for 1963-64 chie 11,74,932-00
Expenditure for 1961-65 13,73,164-00

{c)—No loan was issucd from Package Programme funds.

(d)—Does not arise.

. Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patachar-
kuch?) : 57, g3 (b) = t30w @ 59,99,508\ FFI 496 T T 43
BF 17 e fiqas #4756 <2 za wifds At e

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : cidiris
_Programme 4 Fl[e 495 T 29|

Shri Md. UMARUDDIN (Dhubri) : Will the Minister specify the
avenues by which employment can be offered to the refugees  and
others through package programme ?

- S_hri M(.)INUI.; HAQUE CHOUDHURY : 71t is not the idea. The
1dea 1s that if agriculture improves, the refugees, most of them being
agricultrists, will be benefited, :

bcneﬁ::;; ?Md.UMARUDDIN : May I know inwhat way they will De

Shri : :
will imrl:rcl)\gg INUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Their ¢conomic condition

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: May I know whether the

expenditure jncludes ini i
'1 - - g -
Sxpen administrative charges ani managerial charges

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes.

Dr. HOMESWA : : _
feas s 45 ?Fﬁrgcqf? ) DEB CHOUDHURY: 43 571 =9

96. (a)—Considering the potential for increased production in the
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| Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: @is Fertilizer
T Flarde Ft 49 ¢5en |

« Shri Md. UMARUDDIN : May Tknow whatis the production of
;_ additional food-grains and  other  crops as a result of the package
g' programme in - Cachar ?

out-come afier spending so much of money ?

Sy Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY :I have alwcady given
| my veply to this question while I participated in the debate on the
.‘ Governor’s Addvess,

B . Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) : What is the toral

5 Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I have already given
~« the reply in this House.

r : Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : What is the procurement
How many maunds of paddy were procured from that area during
. this year ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The hon. Member may
. refer a question to the Minister-in-charge of Supply.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY : 42 w7 fa#tF
TAFTF 4qlata fetn 7 free fary ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : So far as the loan part
of any agricultural scheme is concerned, it is generea'ly done through
the Co-operative institution, and the package programme is 10
exception to it. The agriculturists in Cachar have also to come through
che usual institutions #iz, the Co-operative institutions and they are doing
so Ifthe hon, Momber meant by loan as to how much Co-operative

. has gwen, I cangive the figure.

Shri PULAKESH! SINGH (Somai): Has the Government any
information that in package programme  Panchayat Department is
issuing fertilizers as loan ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, it may be against

» the co-operative money or Taccavi loans. :

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, in the reply it is stated
“considering the potential for increased production in the district of
» Cachar and the facts that as a result of influx of refugees who were mostly
agriculturists and that a large number of tea gardens in the district
were becoming uneconomic, thus throwing out of employment a large
number of labourers, resulting in putting the cconomy of district to a
severe strain, which had no chance of being relieved in near future
through industrialisation due to its peculiar geography and communica-
tion difficulties, Governmentselected Cachar district for the Programme *’,
+ May I know from the hon. Minister the total nuwmber of refugees
* and labourers who have been employed in the package Programme
activity ? § ¢
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Such figures I cannot

give b cause no survey has yet been made.

Shri- MOHANANDA BORA : Sir, this Package Programme: has
been taken up four years ago, but we have not got anv information
about the expenditure and the result of the Package Programme.  Will
the Minister be pleased to give us a detailed note regarding the
expenditure as well as production, including procurement. in that i
area ? :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Production figure T
had already given in this Assembly ani the expenditure figures are
also before the House just now. Therefore, I do not know what
more figures I am to give. A separate que;tion may be directed to
the Supply Department to get the position obtaining regarding
procurement. ©

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Will- the hon. Minister be
pleased to submit statement. showing the total additional number of
persons engaged in this programme ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, all our agriculturists
are underemplcyed. If we take agricultural schemes for  intensive
cultivation all these unutilited man-power is likely be to properly em-
ploved. That is the position.

Re: Lentil and Wheat seeds procured during the Emergency

Shri INDRESWAR KHAUND (Jaipur) asked:

97. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) The quantity of Lentil and Wheat seeds procured from out-
side Assam during the last emergency period ?

(b) When these seeds reached the Districts ?

(¢) Whether the seeds were distributed to the cultivators ?

]_S!:lri MOINUL HAQUE GCHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)
replied :
97.—(a) Wheat 707:37 Qtls.

Leniil 90:95

22

(b)—The seeds were despatched from U. P. (Hapur) to District
Agrienltural Officer, Gauhati on 26t1 October, 1965 and were received

un different dates as shown below :(—
Date of receipt F1

that tae eco L) 12'1265, 17'12‘65, 26'11'65
§-1-66, 20-1-66,

Lentil ore oo 26-11-65,
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The subsequent distribution of these seeds was made by the District
Agricultural Officer, Gauhati. The Statement below w.ll indicate the
date ot receipt inthe Districts concerned—

&
X Date cf z;:tnl;;;qt the desti-
Name of District‘{ii;z:ii\;iiziszgzt\i  Headquarters to A i
| (1) Nowgong e o 27-11-1965  27-11-1965
4-12-1965 '
i 13-12-1965 ...
r" (2) Dibrugarh 27-11-1965 27-11-1965
: 8-12-1965
(3) Jorhat 29-11-1965 29-11-1965
< (4) Golaghat 20-11-1965 29-11-1965
(8) Goalpara 30-11-1965 30-11-1965 .
l i (6) Dhubri aof 3-12-1965  3-12-1965
‘ (7) Kokrajhar 3-12.1965
(8) Mangaldai 3-12-1965
(5) Barpeta 4-12-1965
(10) North Lakhimpur o, 4-12-1965
(11) Tezpur 13-12-1965
'(12)  Shillong s 13-12-1965
»
(e)—Yes.
i Re: Comstruction of a bund on the right bank of the Desang River,
Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked:
' 98, Will the Minister P. W. D: (E.&D.) be pleased to state—

(a). Whether it is a fact that on the right bank of the Desang river
a bund was constructed from Dhai-Ali to Desangpm{i leay-
ing only @ portion from Nangolmora to Patsakn p '
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(b) Whether itisa fact that dueto non-completion of ihe said
portion, paddy cultivation at some porticns of Bokota Mouza
and also the Mohkutie P. W. D. Road is damaged regu-
larly as the waters cannot pass easily through the culverts ?

(c) What is the number of such culverts and bridges on the
portion of the road in question ?

(d) What steps Government propose to take to prevent floods in
5 . T

this area !

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood Control,
etc.) replied:

98. (a)-—Yes. The gap portion is however covered by a P. W.D.
Road.

; (b}—No. The flooding in this area is mainly caused by Derot
river wlpch is responsible for the damages caused to Bokota Mouza and
Mohkutie P, W. D, Road.

(c)—Bridge—T7 Nos. Culverts—I1 Nos.

. {d)—Proposal of constructing embankments along Deroi river
1s under investigation by the Deparunent.

Re: Erosion at Kuruabahi in Golaghat Subdivision

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Bokakhat) asked:
99. Will the Minister, P. W. D. (E.&D.), Assam be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is aware that heavy crosion is ““‘*’E”g
place at Kuruabahi under Golaghat Subdivision causing

loss of properties to the local people ?

(b) If so, whether Government propese to take any s
stopping the erosion there ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE ¢ i e Py WD
@ Coand L)) replicdic HOUDHURY [Minister,
99. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Protection works for such areas outside the embankmenty

will be uncconemical. The Executive Enginecr has been asked to submis
estimato for a retirement,

e
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Re¢: Pagladia Irrigation Project in Fourth Five-Year Plan

Shri SURENDRA NATEH DAS (Barama, Reserved for Scheduled
Tiibes) asked:

109. Will the How’ble Minister, P. W. D, (lcod Cortrol and Irrigation)
be pleased to state—
(a) Whetheritis a fact that thereisa proposal to take up Pag-
ladia Trrigation Project in the 4th Five Year Plan 7
(b) Whether it is a fact that Survey has been completed ?
(c) Ifso, whether Government propose to start work within the
years 1966-67 ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY, [Minister, P. W.
(F. C. and 1.)] replied -

100. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The works of Investigation and Survey for the Project ar
progress.

{c)—No.

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS : o4, ©e9q (b) © =g @
AT WIE OfeAR F1T b @it 1 wdr Trgien o SiES L U5
o417 w7 A= zmem feap fow atfelg ?

Shri MO'NUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The project may be
compleied 1 1969 or sou.

Re: Bo.adary Pillars for Ghagar Kadam and Pabho Reserves
Shri MOHANANI'A BORA (Bihpuria) asked:

101. Will the Minister, in-charge, Forests be Pleased to state—

(a) Whether some boundary pil'ars were constructed for Ghagar
Kadam and Pabho Rese-ves of North Lakhimpur ?

(b) Ifso, who was the contractor and what was the cost of con-
structing these pillars ?

(¢) Whether these pillars were utilised ?

(d) If not, why ?
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA | (Minister, Forests) replied :

10T (o) cyecar 8 pillars wrre set up for demarcition of the boun-
dary of(.fhagar Kadam and Pabio Rcs- rves.

(b)~No contract was given t) any contractor for construction
of the pillars, The pillars numbering 51 wee purchased from market
@ Rs.700 per pillar,

(€)—32 Numbers of
65 and the T€maining 2

(d)—22 pilla

pillars have a'ready been utilised during 1964.
2 pillars are being set up this vear,

o Pillars could not be set up earlier due to shcriage of
und,
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Shri MOHANANDA BORA: Sir, will the hon. Minister be pleased to
raake an enquiry about this pillar business 2

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Minister, Forests): There

was no pillar business. ‘Lhese pillars were purchased.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA.: Sir, anvthing purchased by Govern-
ment s done afrer calling for tenders. May 1 know why in this case pillars
were purcha.sed direct from the Can'Lractors and no tenders were called ?
T want an eaquiry to be made into this matter.

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY: 54 pillars were purchased, but
why tenders were n.t called, I have not that information.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA: Whether Government will be pleased

to make an enquiry as to why this was done ?

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY: These pillars must have been
purchascd from the market. :
CAPTAIN WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved for

Scheduled Tribes): What is the priceola pillar ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Rs.7-00.
£ First Aid Training to the State Traneport employees in-

charge of Traffic.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes) asked:

102, Wiil the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(a) . 2 o Rl ~

(a) Whether State Transport employees in-charge of Trafhic
have got First Aid Training ?

, 3

(b) If not, whether Government proposc to give th

sory First Aid Training ?

wem compul-

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport) replizd:i—

!0_’, (a)—Under the existing rules, only Drivers and Conductors are
fcq1!_1red to produce medical certificate to the effect that they are
qualified to use a First Aid Box before they could be appeinted in
State TJ’QHSPOl‘t Org;\n}gation.

(b)—Does not arise.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Sir. whether the bon. Minister will get
the First Aid Training certificates verified by a competent person as I find
that many of them have no idea of First Aid.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEZ (Minister, Health): Sir, it bas
been provided in the rule, and if that is violated certainly [ shall make an
enquiry if that is the information of the hon. Member, but.I have got definite
n;:mfh:]tion that before any appointment is given, these certificates are
checked,
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Re: Expenditure in Purchasing Spare-Parts, Tyres, Tubes, etc., of
State Transport Vehicles.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:
103. Will the Minister of Transport be pleased to state —

(a) The total amount spent in purchasing spare-parts for the
entire motor vehicles of the State Transport Department
in the years 1953-04, 1964-65 and 1965-66 ?

(b) The toral amount spent in purchasing tyres and tubes for
all motor vehicles belonging to the State Transport Depart-
ment in the years 1963-64, 1964-65 and 1965-66 ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport) replied:

103. (a)— 1963-64 Rs. 25,28,744:00
110643658 e Rs. 16,60,273:00
1965-66 Rs. 14,73,110-00

upto 31st January, 1966.

(b)— 1963-64 Rs. 11,65,966:00
1064-65 - Rs. 15,93,749-00
1965-66 Rs. 12,70,175:00

upto 31st January, 1966.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, the hon. Minister has been
pleased to state that a total sum of Rs.37,24,710 had been spent for purcha-
sing spare-parts ard tyres and tubes in the year 1963-64 for the State
Transport Motcr Vehicles, May I know what is the total number of
vehicles for which such a huge expenditure was incurred for purchase of
tyres-tubes and spare parts, in o.e ye:r ?

Shri BAID Y ANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Health): Sir, so far
as my information goes, the number of vchicles also was a very huge one.
It was about 640 to 650 in number.,

Dr. HOMESWAR DER CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): Sir, may
I know whether tyres and tubes are not spare-parts ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That question may be put hy

the hon, Minister to himself. [t is not for me to reply. I have replicd to
the admitted question. :

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Isitafact that for 600 wvehicles

spare-parts and tyces and tupes worth of such a huge amount of Rs.36,94,710
Were necessary in one year !
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, that was found

necessary.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Bir, as replied by the hon. #

Minister, in'1963-64, sparc parts worth of Rs.25,28,744'00 and in the same
ear, tyres and tubes worth of Rs.11,65,966:00 thus making a total of
Rs.56,94,710-00 had been incurred in a single year for purchasing spare-
parts and tyres and tubes for 600 vehicles. Is it not on the very high amount

Sir ?

Shri BAIDVANATH MOOKERJEE: May be, Sir, but it was neces-

sary.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): May I
know if there is any Purchasing Board for this purpese ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, the Dircctor General
of Supplies and Disposals is there who fixes the prices of spare-paris and so
far as the tyres and tubes are concerned, everything was purchased through
that organisation. :

shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, whether there is any
Purchase Board or the Head of the Department concerned makes the
purchase of those articles ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : There is no Purchase Board, -

Sir,
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Wheather there is any procedure
of making such purchases through a Parchasc Board ?
(The next question was put before its reply.)

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Who then
makes those purchases ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the head of the Depart-
ment places the order.

Re: Political Sufferers Board in Sibsigar Subdivision

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguvi) asked :
104. Will the Minister, Political Saifersis be pleased to state =

(a) The member of the Political Suficrers Board in Sibsagar Sub-
division?

(b) Th= number of petitions peading in Sibsagar Subdivision:
(¢) On what bacsie, the members are selected?

(d) The life of the Buard?

<1

L.
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Shri SIDDHINATH  SARMA. Minister, Political Sufferers)
replied: '

104. (a)—The members of Political Sufferers . Advisory Board of Sibsz-
gar are—

(1) President, D.C.C., Sibsagar.

(2) Secretary, D.C.C., Sibsagar.

(3) Shri Durgeswar Saikia.

(4) ,, Priyanath Baruah.

(5) ., XKarunakanta Gogoi.
(b)—33 (thirty-three).
(¢)—The members are selected on the basis of suitability.
«d)—There is no fixed period or life of the Board.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir, may I

kuow since when those 33 petiticns are pending ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health): Yes, Sir,
those petitions may be pending only for few months.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Since when ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The date I cannot give

because theve are different dates for different petitions: and- they were not
réceived on the same date.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Isit a fact that some of
the petitions have becn pending for moie than a year ?

. Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May be one or two of them,
Sir, but that is also-- doubtful.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, inreply to my earlier
question, the hon. Minister has said that the.e petitions have been pending

only few months. Now he 1s saying that they might be pending for more
than a year. Which is correct, Sir ?

. Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister has said one or two petitions
might be pending for a year or more. Not all.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD . GOSWAMI (Laharighat)

_ I.(L Sir, may 1
know at which level those petitions are pending ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: At the Subdivisional level , Sir
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Re: Increased rate of State Transport Bus fares
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked:

105, Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Government has enhanced the rate of
the State Transport Bus fares, since 25th September, 19657

(b) If so, on what basis these rates were revised?

(c) Whether Government is earning more revenue that before by
increasing the rates?

{d) If so, what isthe increased profit during this period? (Com-

parative figures with the last year’s income may be
furnished).

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport) replied:

105. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The fares were raised in consideration of increased opera-
tional cost of passenger transport vehicles.

(c)— Yes.
(d)—The earnings of the State Transport during the period foliow-

ing enchancement of fare as against preceding year’s earning during the
same period is shown below—

964 1965

Rs. Rs.
October e 9,30,457 10,93,417
November = 8,16,519 9,51,914
December 8,62,367 10,86,180

26,00,343  31,31,511

Shri DULAL QHAN_DRA BARUA: Sir, in reply to question (b)
the hon. Minister has said that the fares were raised in consideration
of increased operational cost of passenger transport vehicles, but the ques-
tion was intended to kn_ow the basis, ~ Sir, that basis has ’not been given
here. T want to know in what way and on what basis this rate has been

1?"'}?““} i-e. whether any percentage has been fixed at the time of increasing
the fare

""f".}/‘f

v
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, the l)ercantug!c was fixed
at 25 per cent over the then existing rate of fares. But alterwards, as it is
well-known to the hon. Member, the fure has brea reduced becaunss duc to
rounding up at two different stages, it was more than 25 per cent when it
came (o the notice of the Government, from 1st March 1966, the rate has
been reduced and the persent perceatage is 25 per ceat above the rate which
was cxisting 01 ‘_).-Ll.h SCPLCIHL}EI‘ 1965. Fr()[n 25[h SC;JtClanI' the rate was
increased but when this was brought to th= notice, it was found that because
of the rounding up as I have alrcady stated, at different stages, the increase
was more than 25 per cent.  But Sir, fromn 1st of March the fare is 25 per
cent over that prevailing on or belore 24th September 1965.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA - Sir, may I know on whose
fault this thing had occurred and the public had to pay higher rate
of fare ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, it was nobody’s fault
because the rounding up was taken up in two different stages and at that
time it was not anticipated that this increase would be more than 25
per cent,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE : Sir, is the Government

aware that in view of this increass, great hardship was caused to the
people ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, there was no great
hardship created, there was little hardship. but when it came to the notice
of the Government the mistake was rectified.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Isit a fact that m.ny Icpres
sentations were received by the Government on this matter ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: What was the percentage of
increase in the Government revenue as a result of this increase in the rate
by more thaxz 25 per cent during this period ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: That figure has been given for
October, November and December. If the hon. Member wants any other
figure for any other time, I will require notice, Sir.

Furcher information on Starred Question No. 51 replied on
14th March, 1966 R:: Taxi without meters.

Mr, SPEAKER : The question houris over.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health): Mr
Speaker, Sir, you will be kind enough to give me time to speak on
the legal position that was raised yesterday. Rule 173 A of the Motor
Vehicles Rules was framed under the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, whereby
it was prescribed that every motor cab shall be fitted with a meter which
shall be maintained in proper working condition and adjusted to legal
fare, etc. This rule was under the provision of the Motor Vehicles Act,
1939 (Act IV of 1939). The Motor Vehicles Act of 1939 has since heen
amended by Act 100 of 1956.
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Under suia-saction 2 of the Section 51 oi the Motor Vehicles Act,
1956 the Regional Transport Authority if it decides, to grant a Contract
Carriage Permit, may subject to any rules that may be made under
this Act attach to the permit, any one or more of the conditions stated
therein. One of such conditions has been laid down in Clause (VII)
which runs as follows (—

(VIL). That in case of Motor Cabs, a taxi meler shall be fitted
and maintained in proper working order, if prescribed.

The legal position thercfore is that the Regional Transport Authority
may impose the condition as laid down in Clause VII or it may dispense
with the same, though there is such provision in the Rule. This appears
to clarify the various points raised.

Under Rule 96, clause XXITI the driver and conductor of a public
scrvice vghiclc “shall exhibit on the vehicle such time-table and fare table
as prescribed for the route served by the vehicle”.

he Assam Motor Vehicles Rules 1940 is a set of Statutory Rules
and the same was published in the Gazette after it went through the
Legislature on 10th December, 1941. It is not necessary under law to
publish the orders passed under Rule 96 (XXII).

While taking the decision referred to above on 30th and 3lst August,
1965 the State Transport Autheority decided that ¢for the bencfit of the
travelling public the Regional Transport Authorities should insist the fare
table being displayed in each taxi and theates should be strictly enforced’’.
1t was further laid down that “‘any complaint of over-charging should
be firmly dealt with”. This decision was communicated to all Regional
Transport Authorities on 25th October, 1965.

Any violation of this Raule is punishable under the Indian Motor
Vehicles Ac.

Sir, as I have already stated, if there is any complaint, then certain
necessary legal steps will be taken against those who will violate this
rule.

Ruling by the Speaker on the Privilege Motion raised on the
11th March, 1966 R¢: withholding of Information
by the Chief Minister relating. to the
situation in the Mizo Hills.

Mr. SPEAKER : I promised to give my decision today on the
Privilege Motion that was raised on 1l1th March, 1966 last. I give
1t now.

I heard with due attention all arguments both in favour and
against the admissibility of the Privilege Motion moved by seven hon.
Members of the House alleging breach of privilege of the House by the
Chief Minister on 10th March 1966, in a matter connected with the
recent Mizo rebellion by withholding certain information to the House
which was given out by an official spokesman on behalf of the
Government on the ground that it was an operational matier and could
not be divulged on the floor of the Assembly in public interest.
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Before 1T enter iuto the merit of the motion, Iwonsibilit
Hon’ble House the situation we are confronted with thual 13 A Mizo
Hill district. There an open rebellion had been enacted by a few
misguided youths and they were temporarily successful there in almost
paralysing the administration, for a couple of days, established by law,
‘The situation created by these misguided young venturers of Mizo Hill
district under the banuer of the Mizo Naticrnal Front was an unprecedented
chapter of our history, more particularly during the period of about two
decades of our independence. It is a sacred duty ot all the hon. Members
belonging to this House, representing various constituencies and interests
of Assam, to lend their full co-operation and support to Government in
quelling down lawlessness created by these people with strong hand and
restoration of peace znd tranquillity in tbe country. It must also be
remembered that the Mizo National Front in Mize Hills has not created
a law and order situation alone, Behind this move there are foreign
hands working. Any leniency shown to them might jeopardise the
independence and the integrity, not only of Assam but of the countsy as a
whole.  To: quell down the rebellion a mild military operation has been
started and I am confident in this action the support of the entire
people of India, more particularly of Assam irrespective of caste and
creed and their political affiliation and whether they live in the plains
or hills will be there in abundance. ‘We should, therefore, keep this

Perspective in our aighten the issues involved

y cannrl

[ : mind before we try to str
in this motion.

. The members of the Opposition have placed before the House their
ftiel_lngs Jn - conncction  with  the Motion. They feel that the hon.
Chief Minister has bypassed the House by not disclosing certain matter

which wag already divulged to the press on - whatever strong  reasons
they may he.

‘The issues, inter alia, in this particular case are briefly as follows:

1. Whether refusal on the
information which is alre
10 s€ssion does constitute

2
can dire

part of the Chief Minister of an
ady given out to Press when the Assembly is
a breach of privilege of the House.

Whether for any zct of commission of an officer the

Chief Minister
ctly be made responsible.

I

shall take the issues one by onc.

The Tegislature s ¢
not fully develo
Lo its fulj

he highest symbol of deinocracy,
Ped yet.  Our effort should alw
Stature before long.

In our country it is
ays be 10 see that it comes
3 This apart, in this particular care, the
Assembly was in session  and in the course of its session certain hon,
Member wanted (o elicit certain inforination from the Hon’ble Chief
Minister which the Chief Minister refused to give to the House on grounds tha,
!St ?;;.15 &l Operational matter and could 1ot be disclosed in public  interest.
.lu is;e_(_lt.l'eﬂﬂy It was revealed that the very same information wag given to
the ress a day previous and the same was published in newspaper the very
morning, a few hours hefore the matter was raised in the Astembly
j-hls b‘“_“g 80, the hon, Members may rightly feel agcr,-iwed]) tgé
action of the hon. Chief Minister for not taking the Housebinto Corﬁ}crlencc
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1Under sub-sectieat public interest and importance. The hon.*, Minister
fo1 wha. Rusavaely Affairs had argued that a Minister had perfect legitimate
right to withhold any information from the House on the ground  of
public interest and he emrhasised that a Minister 1s privileged to do so.
Nobody here in this House contends this rigcht and privilege of a Miliister.
Here the matter does not rest at that. The information was withheld from
the House on grounds of public interest but the official spokesman ]?assed
the very same news tothe Press long before the matter was raised in the
Assembly. The other arguments also in this regard of the hon. Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs do not hold good and his reference to Rule 37(19)
and Rule 293 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business 1n
Assam Legislative Assembly has no relevance in this particular casc.
Similarly sections 123 and 126 of the Indian Evidence Act also are not
applicable here. His reference to Rules 188 and 152 also has little or no
relevancy in this matter. The whole contention of the hon. Members who
had sought leave of the House was that they were not fishing for any secret
information from ihe hon. Chief Minister. What they want was 2 matter
which had its voad to Press. The hon. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
had emphasised tha{ hon. Members could not claim as a matter of right
to know matters first and foremost before the Press and the public. 1 have
many th’ngslﬂ say in this matter but without dilatine on it at length I
31?113')’ want to remind the House that the grievances of the hon. Members
ilzox?c(;t~ondthe question of claiming any priority to Press and Public but
R M{nf: _zf" allC?t_d}' published matter. Therefore, the ar:ument of }he
;, Minister on this score also does not cover much ground. But before
coming to a conclusion on this issue let us consider the circumstance in
Wh“fh this controversy developed. 1 am very pleased that the hon. Chief
Mm“tc.r ?],50 intervened in rhe discussion and he has greatly lightened my
7esponsibility in this respect. As on more than one occasion the hon. Chicf
Minister, true to his democratic tradition, has placed before the House
éhe real background of this episode. The Press was briefed by the Chief
ccretary and as the same was a verbal one, something which wasnot said
DY, the. Chicf -ecretary was also published. The Chief Minister did not know
about its content, There is none, I amn confident in this House who will
1In any way doubt the honafide and sincerity of the hon, Chiel Minister,
l’;l‘eli‘lllil.ﬁ:"lrrlyes‘tncss he believed that the information sought I‘m'rby' the hon.
diSCl()"(\d.a\\(;‘]? by nature secret and would be against pub.,lc interest if
e .fO‘nl 1€ acted :1ccr3rdmg1y. He also Im.d pleaded guilty b.ciorc‘ the
e Hous‘ the omission on his part he has committed by withholding from
COnne(ginﬁ i%c;me_ information \@rlnch had iis way to )Px_‘c:_;s ahca\dy: In this
Shbears G 1&\1{: one observation m‘n_nakc. : r?.“hc lrm‘lcgc Motmn as it
SCCr(‘,t;l.ry r_n] t ie statement of thz Chief Minister, was sent to the Chicl
Asseabl 3 mg_u Previous the motion was d]scuised on the floor of the
Chief Sz' Many of the controvessies would not haave bctjn there had_ th_u
Crelary contradicted the wrong news published in the morning’s

Paper. He | - : e e ; < e aR
¢ had sufficient time to doit. 1 fail to account for this omission

on the part of the Chief Secretary.

TI ; . : issi
<‘-mi<.-'-inm second point before us is whether for any act of commission ancd
IS0 on the part of an officer the Minister concerned can be held liable.

e ._Nfil;(;:;;ﬂ'-bltlﬁ‘nistelz f'or. Parliamentary Affairs llgs 101‘cel'ull}f.argue-$i that
in the GU"“r;mLa! 0 vicarjuus liability for the acts dmu; by their employces
nistration it wih . Lt s true jn a court of law. But in matters of admi-

1t will not pe right, I believe, to accept it as a gencral principle
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For every act in the administration the Ministers’ responsibility cannot
be denicd but the point isto what extenta Minister can be held directly
responsible. Here in this case the alleged commission was done by the
Clief Secretary himself . Therefore, the arguments of the hon. Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs have less force.

The Press should also act cautiously In a verbal briefing of such an
important subject with far reaching effect the representative of the Press
should have taken the approval of the Chief Secretary before they despatch-
ed the news. By not doing so and publishing incorrect news they have not

served their cause well, I hope they will be a bit cautious in such matters
in future,

The sum total of the above discussion comes to this :—

1. Atleast from the point of democratic propriety the House may claim
priority to all information of public importance to Press and Public.” I fee
a bit embarrassed to hold that non-disclosure of an information which was
already disclose ! to the Press is a denial of a very valuable right of hon.
Members. But in this case I accept the statement of the hon. Chief Minis-
ter in toto and without an iota of hesitation I hold that the hon. Chief
Minister acted in good faith and his bonafide is beyond question.

2. The Minister cannot escapein all matters the responsibility of their
Secretaries’ acts of commission and omission., The Chief Secretary’s note
has been placed before the House by hon. Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs  In that note he had greatly regretted the unintended embarrass-
ment to the Chiet Minister. When the no e has been placed before the
House and it isin possession of the House, the regretis extend=d to the
House also. This is only which can be demanded of the Chief Secretary.
I'am glad to observe that the Chief Secretary has acted very rightly.

In view of all my observations and more particularly taking into con-
sideration the situation prevailing in Mizo district and the country as a
whole I hope the matter may be treated as dropped.

Statement by the Chief Minister on the latest position in
the Mizo Hills

* Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the House was informed of the security forces having got
to Lungleh. Some further reports have been received which indicate that
while bunker has heen built, the opp-sition was very slight and the secu-
rity forces entered Lungleh at 13:15 hours on the 13th instant and some
weapons were captured an a few persons arrested for further interroga-
tion. While most of Lungleh town seems to have been deserted, there
were 10 persons in the civil hospital consisting of 5 Assam Rifles people
and 5 persons of the Border Security Fcrce. One Junior Commissioned
officer and 3 other rank of the Assam Rifles were there with their families,
It also appears that the Superintendent of (he Cachar Telegraph Circle
and another officer from Cachar Post and Telegraph who were touring
about in the Mizo district and were at Lungleh on the 26th February

o= e

e
* Speech not corrected.
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had been detained by unlawful elements. These officials have been
released and are at [ ungleh and in fact the Civil telegraph system is func-
tioning in Lungleh. Apart from these a School Inspector, Supervisor of
“the Public Works Department and other lower grade official were found
in thetown. The rest of the persons seem to have been taken away by
the illegal elements and their actual wh reabouts are not known.
Search parties have now been organised and sent out to villages and
other areas within a radius of 3/4 miles from Lungleh town.

While it has been indicated that Aijalis fast returning to normal
there had been reports that the lawless elements had control of Sairang
which is also the main scurce of water supply for Aijal towa. This
place was secured by the secuiity forces yesterday.

Reports also indicate that some places had been under some pressure,
such as, Sangau, Vaphai, Tuipuibari and Chawngte which now are relieved.

The Inspector General of Assam Rifles and the Commandant of lst
Assam Rifles visited Dargaon post which had been under heavy pressure
earlier and which had been relieved. It is now definitely known that
advance columns of the security forces hid reached Champhai yesterday
but furtner details are not yet available.

The security forces already left for Demagiri and Tuipuibari which
‘had been under pressure.

I also paid ashort visit to Aijal and spent about one and a half
hour yesterday with the officers there. I do not see that Aijal has completely
returned to normalcy_ We have to do a lot of thil’]gs to set the things
properly. The market there was completely burnt down and some
Government buildings, officers’ buildings and private houses were also
burnt down. Now, from yesterday officers have started work and I hope
in course of afew days complete normalcy will return to Aijal.

Capt. WII-_.LIAMSON A. SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) : Sir, in view of Aijal being declared normal, I

woulc!_ like to know  whether the Press representatives are allowed to go
to Aijal or not ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Not yet.

Capt.. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Sir, while it is normal, there

i__nlopreason why the press representatives will not be allowed to go to
jal ¢

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Well, they will go. The
roal is basy in' moving forces and essential commodities. Moreover, most
of the houses at Aijal were damaged and gradually these are being
cleined and people are returning to their houses. We will allow the Press
to fo as soonas possible,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) : Sir, has the
Government received any information regarding  the Subdivisional

Officer, Mr Pillaj ?
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, as a matter of fact we
received a note dated 10th March, 1966 from Shri Pillai which was
brought by some people from Lungleh. It was an introduction about
the bearers. From that uote it appears that he hus not been killed,
It is not only the Subdivisional Officer, there are other officers also,
We. will have to find out where they are.,

Shri STANLEY D.D. NICHOLS-ROY (Charrapunji, Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes) : Sir, I would like to know from the Chief
Minister if he has any information regarding the fact or rumour that
has come to our attention that houscs of some ofour leaders at Aijal
were burnt jincendiary bombs or strafling or something like that during
the hostility. Whether thisis a fact or rot ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : This isuot a fact. If any-
body is saying that any house was set fire by usit is a wrong state-

ment. So far my information goes, not to sprak of in.endiary bomb, no
bomb, was used atall.

Statement by Minister giving further information on the
Calling Attention Notizce disposed of on 14th March,
1966 ve: Disturbed condition prevailing in the town
of Shillong followed by fracas at Pologround
on 20th February morning when the final
football match of XI Naticnaz! School
Sports Game was being played.

Shri MOINUTZ, HAQUE CHCUDHURY (Minister, Parliamen- -

tary Affairs) . Sir, after I replied to the Call Attention Motion on
thc_troubles over the Football Maich on the cccasion of Eleventh
National Sports on February 20,
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua

taken place on 28ih February, 1966, I promised to make. an enquiry

1966, some information was given by .
regarding some incident alleged to have -

into the matter and give information to the House. Sir, the enquiry

reveals that there was no incident on  February 28. A Compounder

Shri Saradindu Purkayastha of the Civil Hospital, Shillong was assaui-
ted on February 27,  at  about T1p.m, by unknown assailants with
lathis at Riatsamthiah Road while he was returning home from Bara Bazar
side.  His spectacles, etc., were also reportedly snatched away.- The as-
sailants hurriedly disappeared at the sight of Police Patrol Party that was

coming towards the place of occurrence. Cage No.20(2,66 U/S.341/379
Indian Penal

taken up,

Total Number of persons arrested upto yesterday in connection with

specific cases was 10 in addition to some rowdy elements rounded upag -

preventive measures,

Code was registered in this connection and lnvestigation
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Change of Programme for the General Discussion of the
Budget

Mr. SPEAKER : Nextitem. Shri Baliram Das.

Shri BALIRAM DAS [Morigaon (Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes)] : == =i, . ..

Myr. SPEAKER : Your time is 5 minutes.

Shri SIBA PRASAD SARMA (Mangaldai) : wiq7% =icziv,
qc@B  AfTAleTR FtAwd T QAp 1 e =7 oz, FEd afsae 379
A AR FRA AFT Al |

Mr. SPEAKER : We can extend discussion on the budget to Thurs-
day, the 17th March, provided the hon. Members agree to forego Private
Members business on that day.

Are the hon. Members agrecable to this ?
(Voices—Yes, ves).

Mr. SPEAKER : Then on Thursdiy next budget discussion will be
taken up.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister ) : I would
request you, Sir, that in order to enable the Ministeis to reply to as
many matters as raised in course of the budget discussion r:garding different
chPartmcnts the Ministers should be given some time to intervene in the

udget.

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, they will be given chance.
Shri BALIRAM DAS (Morigaon, Reserved for Scheduled Tribes):

Ja® AteH, @ FiE AR T gE oA@wd e e sfafween |
GRS ST B ESC e Ch afafl AT oG Wiy | WS 77 ¥ Az

: L : 1S
w Fe wie TE-eafie Afnd omaw A @i T e difewta mfam
FINCS sV, A%qm, 777 fo @ift fa @24mm Sz | @@ @t zm eem

TAUITS azi YT ATO GIAM LT T AT ©@ 4B WA | T AwE e Ry
Post mortem wata | % % Ata <3 it 712 | fAwdr stooh qfeate e afy
2ffte | o Afeme FHmM Tz, AR AT ST SR A@e uhg | e i
42 1N T wwatsi Game Sanctuary RS IR ANl | 9=drs a49 qrea
TSSO A 4zd Ffafea @ Satw «fr Touvist Centre Ff4T e, wrae Zﬂétz
RN g A watelBia s s gEU NE | G2 $RG q4mete RRISIE
ﬁm @A T TEq 147 a‘%q P e W‘Wﬁﬁ ﬁﬁdﬁ qitq "‘_5?“‘6 Game
Sanctuary [T sl |

freia e waia wwem wzm | fclate fox  Afmdt wzaEe e wfa
al Gty | W fm feeite it sm aR—wi M. L owie M. V. sas
afe fey Aot fm wawm ) f EAEE USRI thi s M T =y o - S
St @6 f%F wawa w@e -4 ¢S RI@-RIAET MAN T T GE qw frwcs
E'ﬁffﬁﬁ' CTEITE | 13 et faelim e WEla ¥ TS «QuEitm fmewd wa-
BTT Gfs frws  fatg a1 @@ 1 el 498t  Ventwe L. P. School o
Yenture M, V., School BIFIT  HITANIT AT ©lR wEn @Ats A eoleg |

'S
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T MG JHACT (M Sed A Venture L. P, School =its | Sl
aferte 2[ZAdt fAiwite £ 40 1 iR Facd savias |9 FE @ Venture
L. P. 9 Venture M. V. School tafg 9 | SR FETd O@eey e
BFRE Wlars =291 fFE ftwlE i 49 StenFE s @afEsn @2 bwig cHisitT
T BT Fa@ ARFEAm R amm 7 @R | o JfERe e
Venture High School, M. E. School =i Ad-hoe grant ¢t M. E. & H. E.
School =ity fizaln atgza F9ef, form 33 BF I IR 4w tmm
CTRTAM Venture %#q  Ad-hoc grant  cafs wfm  a=ta T8 deficit
system 1 HwEw wfeq Ao |

fFear o

Soildq f990n F9 cdtta @ S>ux 5Aw Chinese Aggression 3 fipg o
917s Piivate sector © czzm fi=d = soors fqfed i asmm g
fa cFlem <fate? @3 sector © acesrF =4 g(fel carm w1z o3 Face
T2 AT AEpte @ (FETN IFEA Soe AR N RET TR AER paw
Public sectors  fiz9 2[festm ofpq  =mest | cofom 5373 Control  «ifes,
I calF sivfRa A0 z3 =l IR aEfal A9 2w @iy 4fFT |
Public sector I Erenish-7fedtieaid  bzea oa RAS = Al Tum gty
A9 5T GFTFT 2 AT | SimAdEact S8 @ Siiaies f7Thl Spun Silk Mill
M By, (RB1 aP T% wwm  zrae © afem  cafsRe BT oAfads  tars,
e Atuts Mill th czim ama zheAr gsfzeg Ffw gfitg 1 wRe «f FE
il AMER 731 P19 @ie ok oo o A% =R Al edfre wom s
IWIWE_| ebIq 9T FEBlE Az AR el oz AR o @ Ao
T T @A @67 FeA ABME frrA oS T WA @ AT T catgr 2T |
(12 FATd fzetqdis AN A 4w T 3R wEe ciehm o e @ |
TICT @RATT Y019 (FFH @FT 2[iw Asle A T Efos &l g |

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Dhekiajuli): M- S
been li tening to .he genoral disca'sion of ihe budget for the last few days.
Some of ithe mem ers iave su'smj. ted thir grievances in an attituds of com.
plaints about the non completion of som: o! the projects specially the roads,
ete. I was questioning myself whether I would like to take part in this debate
in view of the financial situation confroniing the State and as a matter of fact
with certain amount of diffidence I am rising to take partin this debate,
Diffidence because the financial positi .n is such that it cannot enthuse
anyone. Oar Chief Minister has taken over charge from the Finance portfc=
lio fram Mr. Ahmed who had been called to serve in the Central Cabinet.
Th: House will rememb -r that Mr. Ahmed had been Preseuting the budget
for the last fow years. He had brougnt to th: notice of the House the
difficult budgetary position these years and as a matter of fact he used to
Present the budget with a minus opening bulance which has be: ome a chronic
feature in our budget. One of my friends on the other side of the Houge
yesterday hrought to the notice of the Housc a certain speech by Mr, Ahmed
at Dergaon. He questioned whether it was right for Mr, Ahmed to make
such a speech before the presentation of the budget because his Speech gave
some hints about the budget. The member questioned whether jt was a
budget leakage. Sir, I do not think that it was a bud
Mr. Ahmed submittzd his statement avout i ituation on the
the 9th December last here on this floor of i i
the financial difficulty and budgetary positian of the State witl
of the sources of revenue and with the increase in the rates
other sources there is hardly any possiblity for these go
additional revenue. It was anticipated that the byud
presented with a minus opening balance. I do not Propose to go ingo the
details of this statement, but this statement indicated the difficult 7
financial position of the State for the last few years, I |

peaker, Sir, T have

1 the depletion
of taxation for
urces to yield moye
get shall iave g be
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Sir, the financial position of our State is gloomy and I congratulate my
friend the Chict Minisier who is the in-charge f finance for _presenting
this budget. One o my fricads had remarked yesterday that it isa ch
balanced budget and I quite agree with him. The Chiel Minister has tr ILI
to present a balanced budget: but he is in great ([mﬂlcuity. Like a gooc
artist he has tried to colour the gloomy picture with tew rosy dots. Sir, the
Chief Minister has mentioned that we have lost one of the dependable sources
of revenue, that is the carriage tax.

Sir, the Chief Minister has not brought in any new measure for taxation
but he has hinted towards the end of his speech that he would like to l:.)nng
in a bill for increasing the rates of motor vehicles taxation and by this he
anticipates certain additional revenue. Still he has pointed out that there
is still the sword of Damocles hanging over our head, that is the overdraft
which is increasing coutinually and it has come to Rs.16 crores. This is the
financial situation, Sir. Inview of this, Sir, I have been wondering what
cbservation T would offer.

Sir, T was listening to the observation made by some of the members
who participated in this debate, about unemployment. They have ol course
confined their remarks 1o the educated unemployment. ‘They have not
referred (o uncer-employment and unemployment in the rural areas,
Of course, we do not have auny statistical figure of under-employment and
unemployment in the rural areas Sir, nearly 8U per cent of population live
In rural arcas and there is a rural labe ur force which is continuously growing,
and in view of this fact we can easily uadersta.d what will be cx.tcut of
tural under—employment  and unemployment.  Sir, I congratulate ; ghic

overnment {or l'1;ivi!1g taken a dccision toset up an organization wilch
will look after (1o development of the hill areas. Lor instance, he has_ et
toned about the formation ol a Development C rporation like this for the Hill
areasi= \Sir, itis-a good news and I welcome this. Sir, [ ha_vc to request the
Government to ¢xamine the possibiity for setting up a similar Develop-
went Corporation for the plains district.

. Some of m
mO_]OI‘ iilL]Ll.tii
employment,
at the eud of th

ere WL.'Llld
not labgur in

y friends have complained that i_n spite of setting up of t{he
&5 vur youth have not been finding any opportanitics for
That js a fact. Yesi'rday we rvead in the newspaper that
e Third Five Year Plun thére would be more unemployment.
be uaemployment because theplans are capital intensive and

tensive, That is why after the end of the three Plans we have
20t bten able to sylve the problem of unemployment and underemploy-
Tent in the ryrai sector and it 15 time that we should have rethinking as to
OW We can solve ruval uremployment now. 1 do not propose to take up

Jont tir'nc in deaiing with this point and I would rather like to come to
Educanon_

Some of the hon, Members have complained that certain areas are being

favoured anq Certain areas are being neglected in the matter of distribution
of eflucational grants, T would like c;o suggest that Government should
Consider this question and think about an effective way to distribute grants
N a manner so that 3] the areas including the backward areas get the
change for development of educational institution. Some Members have
also mentioned thag in spite of our yongmen having been trained in the
ndustria] Training Instituges and in spite of having been awarded with
iplomas they do not get any ﬁiaportunity of employment in the industries.
discussed this with some of the industrialists and I came to know that the
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trainees who have got diplomas in our instituticns, lack practical {raining.

That is why T ask the Government to consider the question of improving the
quality of education in the Training Institutions instead of making attempts

for multiplying such institutions. Because no useful purpose will be served
if we cannot provide opportunities for their cmployment in the industries.
Sir, my friends on this side and the other side, also referred to the case of
teachers of Basic education who have not vet been made permanent.
Some of the hon. Members have referred to this question and I also join with
them and request Government to consider this question. They have been
serving the Department for more than eighteen years and some of them are
nearing superannution stage and it is unfortunate that thev are still not made
permanent. It is time that Government should think over this question
and make them permanent so that after retirement they can be eligible to
the amenities of Government Service,

Some of the Members have questioned the educational pelicy itself.
I would rather ask them to wait for the recominendativn of the Educational
Commission. I trust that the Education Commission will submit their
recommendations which will solye many of our difficulties. Soms= of them
have gone to as [ar as to say that the education policy is creating unemploy-
ment. I do not agree with them but I would iike that Government should
try to implement the recommendations of the &

‘ducation Clommission when
these are submitted.

Sir, some of my friends have refer
Co-operative Merketing Societies,
that Co-operative Marketing Org
turists and cultivators should

red to procurment, co-operatives and
ete.  TIn this connection I would suggest
anisations should be Lroad-baced. Agricul-
be given shares. Of (curse, Government is
trying to make them shareholders by deducting annss 3 from the pa‘ddy
they stll to the societies. In the seminar: that are beirg held on ocecasions
we had the opportunity of discussin + with the (.o-operative workers and I
find that it is necessary that Government should consider the question of
strengthening the Service Co-operatives. The Service Co-operatives have got
no funds; they are financially very weak. Itistimc that we should try to
strenghthen the Service Co-operatives. In some of the Marketing

Organisations the ‘rading interest has alrea dy infiltrated and it is time that
we should try to check this.

Sir, I will not take inuch of your time and
before I finish I, would like to mention about checking smuguling. T had
discussed this with some of my friends living in the border districts, specially
Goalpara and Cachar. Itis time that we should examiie the question of
making a house to house survey in ‘he border areus to know about the
actual position of produ
that there is a lot of sm

ction and the'r requirements. Because some allege
ugsling. That is why T sugrest that a house to house

survey should be n.ade in the b y

know about their prod

¢ border districts, specially tls border areas to
uction and
I do not suggest that there shoul
of rationing cards. This is qu

requirement and sct up organisation,
d be rationing in these arcas and introduction
¢stion which should be carefully considered.

: B_efore I resume my seat, I must thank Go
in their new schem-; the question of

vernment for haying included
to the Lokapriya D.-doloi T. B,

giving additional grants of Rs.l lakh
- ) ] ospital.  Ttis a good thing and I would
suggest In this counection that the question of Chandranath Lakshmi

Memoyrial Chest Hospital, which is pending with the Government for
sometume. should also he considered,

jeee] ! Because with the rise of price of food
stuff it is not possib!~ _to maintain the patients at Rs 50 thousand. Thatis
why I have bezn pressing upon the Government toincrease this grant to at
lJeast to Rs.l lakh,
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The house would be interested to know that a donor has agreed to help
this Institution with an X’Ray Plant wh ch will be an asset to t._hc Instultu-
tion, and will enable the institution to serve the suffering humanity. With
these words I request the Governmentin all my humility to consider rthls
question. I know about the Government’s financial ditficulties. The
picture is a gloomy one.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. Thank you,

She#i STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY (Cherrapunji, Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes): Mr. Speaker, Sir. This budget discussion for
1666, T believe, is something different, at least to my mind, which has
beea disturbel by the recent happenings in the Mizo Hills which aff cts
all of us particularly those of us who have been connected with our
friends there. This has disturbed us considerably. Therelore, Sir, I
would not make an ordinary speech which I made last year. But before
I come to my main Part of the discussion I shall just touch on a lew
points which have been put in the budget specch of the Chief Minister
who is also the Finance Minister so that they may be brought to the
attention of the Government. The first point, Sir, at page 5 there isa
item regarding the satisfactory progress in poultry pr duction and that
birds have beeu. supplied from Assam to North FEast Frontier Agency,
Nagaland, Manipur and Tripura. Sir, it may be recalled in this con-
nection that during the last session, [ think, I mention about the very
poor distribution of birds in the Blocks to the border areas. The
Finance Minister last year had visited one area and suggested that peaple
should increase production of poultry, but the Block Development people
later told us that only 30 birds could be supplied for each Blo:k.
Here we find that Assam is supplying birds to N, E. F. A., Nagaland,
Tripura and Manipur but we cannot supply to our own people in the
border. I cannot understand this,

Secondly, Sir, there isa part of the speech on tourism. We are
glad that the Government is doing something at last to promote tourist
traific, but, Sir, there is a situation which has arisen in tourism, which,
I believe, should be broucht to the attention of the Government. Sir,
before 1958 practically no tourists were coming to Assam. Kaziranga
was the only place where tourists were coming and that also is not in
large numbers, It was only with the coming of the Stadium Guest
House and better accommodation facilities were made available that more
tourists started coming to Assam, not to Kaziranga alone but also to Gauhati,
Shillong and Cherrapunji, etc. Sir, itis important to develop transport
I connection with the tourist traffic and the Governmenc realised this
necessity and allowed tourist taxis to start p]},ing in the Staie. With
the development of tourist traffic oradually, Assam was put on the
tourist map of the world, I.arge‘ travel ~agencies like the‘ An}cncap

Xprss have just started taking interest in develcping tourism in this
State. Not (o talk of others, if this particular agency publicizes Assam

;ﬁe:l?] 400 i_OI’FL(:es all over the world it should keep all Duf Iarrangc-
daiper s i i i ing. the whole year.
To it tza considerable period of time during \ y

benefited bgi c isnot only good for us, for the local people who are

that tour increased trade of commodities and sale of mementoes
815 carry away from the State, but it is one of the most
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important means of earning foreign exchange. In varion: c.;o#ntuesafg
the ‘world-up to 50 per cent of their earnings of faxeignyexe angf sam
from -tourism. There ‘was a slight setback in tourist traflic to 3 D S
during : the Chinese aggression and later on . during the _conﬂl}Cl wasg
Pakistan but things were fast coming * back ‘1o normal. S]L’ S 11130\\;
system. was -also a great - setback to the tourist trafiic, and t C_Wayhom
the ‘permit system . i. functioning is really remarkable. _Some to_urlfbts w s
we have met had disclosed that sometimes they. had o alk Orf e:m
on.end, or their agencies have had to wait for permits from the [ss a5t
House in Qalcuytta, It is an experience which only the  tourists tlgll'zs
selves. can describe, I shall not try to describe some of the trouB :
of some of the people who have lLeen trying to COmERLoN S ué
Sir, the last decision of the Transport Department is thel Doty
one. . Every tourist. who wants to travel by a tourist taxi has to ghxve
his; or her Parent’s name, age, the purpose of ther visithow longt _e};
: y~'and.such - other things. After all this Only: then can the 10{11{r15r
taxt apply to. the Secretary, Transport for a permit. If the O 1C,ct
concerned is. out of station, if itisa holiday, if it is a Sunday the t‘(ﬁms
as: 0. stay .at. Gauhati cooling his. heels and he cannot come to bh:l o}ng
or.-Cherra " o elsewhere in this district. If a lady  tcurist is sleancse
auhati her trouble can be well imagined. This tourist industry
!s being strangled to death, and itis strange that, when the country
attaches so mych importance  to: earning  foreign exchange, our Stat;
through _ jg callous attitude is nipping the industry in the bud.
request the Chief Minister to personally look into the matter because we
have always helieved that this State—hoth Hills and Plains—has CO“SIder?-
ble potential, for developing this industry. Since the tourist i Annol
Wlthout_fulﬁlling so many formalitics, private taxis are plying—no tax, no

.a‘cri no1income to.the Government. This is what is happening to the tourist
1n ustry,

14 Sir, another point in connection with the budg-t is regarding power.
;- 90Lice  Siir we have entered, or rather—the Elects icity Board has entered—
Wrikh W agreement with Tripura, Manipur and N.EFA and is ncgf?uéu‘lz‘;’%
b est Bengal to supply power to ‘these neighbouring States. . ﬁ\rt".t 5
o na tremen_dous amount of power that we should be trying t9 sell. 1 :
; “elghbounng States ?  Sir, we have heard jor so many years that we
:;‘ZIShOH ol Power.  We nced more power so that we can get cheap powclxi
2 Aftract Industries. But here as 500N as we get it we are trymgf ‘to sgl
i) ndAforce these agreements are made the Eleccricity Board wil
couire: more and more power and they will require more and more. of our
cultivable land of the Hills, They will try to take all our lands which are
=08 used for Paddy cultivation to supply power required by other States. I

;;’0111(1, therefore, request  the Government  to review this whole  situation
cfore they make ]| these agreements,

Shri

e KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Power): What
S the hop,

* Member’s suggestion ?

Shri STANLEY D. D, NICHOLS.ROY : My  suggestion, Sir, is that
You'take into confidence the District Council and the leaders of the Hills
Where most of the ‘Power is planned to be developed. You can consult the
People of the ares where the power is going to be generated and then make
the plans, and then we can find out il there is surplus Power or not.
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Sir, may I point out one
thing ? The other day in his specch Sbri Md. Umaruddin stated that we hive
got surplus power, if we cannot sell it the State would be losing. © In the inte-
rim period it has become necessiry Lo find purchasers for sale of power. -We
are not generating power only in the Hills.  Power is being generated both in
the hills_and ia the plains both hydel and thermal. I do mnot see where
is the conflict between the two.

So, I do not think when the powcr is there it cannot be sold, and I als2
donot understand how the District Council Members will be able to ac

lvice
us as to where we shall sell power. - Itis a question of developing power
potential. :

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-RCY : Sir, the attitude of mind that
questions how the local leaders can advise the Government in this matter,
well it is, of course, something which the Government should consider. ‘They
should consider whether we should be taken into confidence and whether
we have got anything to do or advise for the areas which we represent.

Now, Sir, in relicf measures something has been said and itis very good.
But I am afraid there are certain areasin this district which have not been
helped and which suffered because of the cycloae of 1965. I would request
the Government to look into it. i i

Sir, mynext small point is about the last point ol the Budget which has
been pre ented to us. In the rewspaper it was stated that it was a surplus
budget and that there was no further tax ition. But in the last page there, is
a bill for increasing the rate of taxation under the Motor Vehicle Taxation
Act and the increase is by 50 per cent and 40 pcr cent. Sir, I have said

many times in this House and [ will repeat agan that at least for the hill
areas there is no other form of transport czeept road transport. Recently
the Government has agreed to the increase of fare because of the increased
cost partly due to increased taxation and so on and so forth. Tor years the
motor owners, the bus owners and truck owners of Assam have: asked for
permission to increase the fares and only very recently they have been alio-
wed to increase their fares. But, Sir, it has been found that all that has been
wiped off by the 53 per cent increase in taxation in ons stage which is a very

serious situation and the owner will have to pay sush a heavier tax that the

road transporc system will be stranglzd. The transport system should be allo-
wed to develep and increase, but if we impose such a heavy tax then the road
transport system, especially in the hill areas is going te be destroyed as a
result of the tremendous increase in taxation just at this one step. However

T hope there will be an opportunity to discuss this matter when the bill js
brought before this House. I appeal to the Members of the other side to
consider whether this is wisc to impose an increase of 50 per cent tax on the
road transport industry.

Sir, about border economy something was said and I appreciate that the
Government is doing something in regard to the border economy. But I
am afraid, Sir, it has not heiped much the peopel of the border areas who are
still suffering.

Sir, there is another matter which was brought before this House 2 or 3
times and assurances were made by the Minister-in-charge. That is about
payment of compensation. Sir, as far back as in 1961 Government requested
a survey to be made of a rope-way and the Government requested the ‘peoplc
to co-operate and the people allowed their orange trees and betelnut
trees to be cutdown. Butup till now most of them havenot been paid
compensation even though repeated assurances have been made in this House,
When I spoke to the Deputy Co.) missioner he told me that assurances have

92T

:‘A

51
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been given in the House, that is, at the highest level. But up till now nothing
has been done to pay these people their due compensation. There is delay,
delay and delay. No officer has been appointed to do this work during this
winter scason and now the winter season is over and it will take another year.
So; another year has been lost, The same thing applies to the Renku-
Khasimara Forest road. We brought this matter before this House 2 or3
times, but no officer has been appointed to do thiswork. I do not know
whether we can consider this as a real matter for grievance of the people
or are we to wait until they also rise up in arms ?  Sir, along with the D. C.
and the District Agriculiural Officer 1 have had the opportunity to tour many
of the border arcas = Sir, promises were made regarding agricultural loans,

seeds, tractors and so on and so forch but nothing so far has come ahout,

All the applications are pending.  Unless these things are given quickly the
people will not have any faith in any of the promises that are made right
from the Fir.ance Minister down, who made these assurances and promises
to'help  the horder people. If there is no fund, letus tell these people
that we are so ry, we cannot help you; you will have to depend on your

oWn resourc 5. But if you make promises then you must keep them.

; Sir, my next point is regarding the law and order situati>n. The Chief
]\_'!mi.‘:tcr has mentioned in the Budget speech regarding the Mizo Hills
situation. It has been listed under law and order. But, Sir, even you
yourself this morning, while replying to the privilege motion have said that
1L1s not merely a law -and  order problem. T entirely agree with you, Sir.
Itis a political problem, not merely a law and order problem, a problem
for settlement in the hill areas. I do not know whether there is anyone in
Assam and India yet to awake to the situation which has been created in
the Mizo Hjils. Sir; to.think that this has been the action of a few misguided
youths of Mizo Hills is fai from correct. Do you not realise thatin 1962,
72 per cent of the people there were demacratically, constitutionally, f r the

~ereation of a separate Hi'ls State ?  There was no question of independence

at that time.

: There was no question of violence. What is the solution to
this problem ?

Do we gdin any resuit or lesson from this ?© When the
Pe0ple have made a demand demoriatically, peacefully and constitutionally
tirough the All Party Hill Leaders’ Conference for the creation of a separat
H:]I State in 1962 what was the answer of this State Government and the
Zovernment of India Iromn. 1962 up to today ? The answer was ‘No’ to 57
PEL.cent of the population in the hill areas and 72 per cent in Mizo Hill3
supported this organisation of which I h appen to be the General Secretary
“and they pledged for non-viclence, were pledged for constitutional means’
ﬂl‘fl we tried to guide th~ people in that direction. And we warned the Prim’
Minister in 1963, and T wou! | lik» to vefer to one or two paragraphs of ou
memorandum in this r gard because it has considerable bearing on our
thinking in regard to the political settlement that is essential for the whole
of North-Ea tern Tndia, particularly the hill areus of Assam. Sir, -after the
clections of 1962, in which |1 of the caniidates returned and 53 per cent
of the Peopie voted for a searate Hill stare, we requested the Government
of India to re-consider their earlier decision and form a separate Hill State,
but the answer was “no’, Therelore, "the All Party Hill Leaders Con-
ference decided to oo in for some form of non-violence Satyagraha move-
ment.  Then ths Chinese azzression came along and we had to drop ihat
for th  time being, because as responsible citizens of India, we did not
believe that we should have any intwnal trouble at that time priicularly
when serious trouble f om ths sids of Coramunist CGhina came and therefore,
we suspeaded for th: tims bziny the direct action. And then came the
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\ 1 i . 1170
by-elections of 1963, in which two candidates of APHILC, in 1‘\1’1‘; =
Hills were defeated by the Mizo National Frent candidates who stoo@:

! C 5 5 -t that -
independence. = Sir, that was the most serious -blow. to Indian unity ©

S c
has ever occurred. Perhaps some people thinks that the Naga Hills 13 11:1131;.
serious. - We must remember one thing, the Nagas r}ad never voted fml =
pendence or for a separate State, whereas in Mizo . Hills the peop P;hcm
voted, had shown with a democratic weapon which has been given ‘t?i heen
by this so-called democracy that they want something and that hal Front
rejected. In 1963, Sir, a warning was given when the Mizo Naticnal ! ;atcs
standing on complete independence, had brought in two oftheir czmd.l"- :de
against us; the APHLG Sir, some of our friends, on the. other st =
from time to time, have ridiculed the APHLG because we havebe
reduced in number.’ I wonder if they still ridicule them. Sir, we stood for &
-peaceful settlement which was something democratic, something peaceful; bt
by that ridicule they have encouraged something which is fraught. with
more serious danger for the country, Sir, I shall.read out a_ portion -o:)ﬂ.oull1
Memorandum that we submitted to the Prime Minister of India—*‘‘Althoug
in the last General Election the APHLC won 11 seats, however only 7 byc;
lections were held. Th's was because 4 of the members elected on the APHL
ticket refused to abide by the decision of the APHLC calling on them 10
resign their seats™. T am sorry, this is not the relevant portion, Yes,, her¢:!
1s—*“The APHLC lost two seat in the Mizo Hills to a new organisation
known as the Mizo National Front, But this loss rather than signifving
any waning n the strength of the demand of APHLC signifies, qnore
than ever before the determination of the Mizo people to scparate from
Assam,  However, it further signified a dangerous trend-to the nation.as
a whole emanating from the indifferent attitude of the Government.©
India in its dealing with the APHLC and the hill people. -We -enclose
herewith a_copy and a translation of the Election Manifesto of thc‘Mlzo
National Front which clearly bespeaks the danger. ahead especially,in the
context of the Chinese Aggression and the unfriendly attitude ,of Pakis-
ten. The Mizo National Front has clearly declared thatits aim is  secession
from India.” Further we stated_“The Mizo National Front succeeded
because of its secessionist appeal for independence and because the people
in the Mizo H1lls_, 72 per - cent of whom supported the APHLC in the
izst general elections ‘became frustrated at the unresponsive policy. . of the
Goverpmcnt In meeting their demand.” Sir, time was. running ..out.
In. spite of the ia_ct that we knew that some trouble may .come, in.the
Mizo Hills, we still then and we still have majntained that it ..is,only

through a peaceful and constitutional approach that we will ‘do the. best
for our people and so, Sir, we responded to the final proposal-—the;new
proposal of thz Prime Minister for full autonoay for the hills—what has
been known now as the “Nehry Plan’, Sir, that Nehru Plan for full..au-

tonomy was put before us and because of the conditions in the country and
because of the fact that we wanted some settlement hefore things, got..out
- of hand, we accepted it for a fair tijal in April 1964 Sir,. it took. one
year before tlu_s Commission to examine this very Nehru Plan, which was
given at the highest level, was constituted, in an attempt to_settle ,.the
[plxt1cal proble_m, 1t took one year before the Commission was. appointed,
»ir, 1 would like to refer to a portion of a letter which was sent to sthe
Prime Minister in September 1964. Sir, even in September 1964 we
wrote to the Prime Minister as follows —

. ‘““The people aie now hearing rumours that the matter is. being inten-
npnaliy delayed te bring about discouragement. and confusion among. .the
hill people, There are many disturbing forces at work in these border hill

LY
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areas and the political settlement arra
- Nehru was an attempt to solve most of

*delayed- too long there may not be any settlement Some sections of the
- people who have seen the example in the Naga Hills are advocating the
use of violence and agitation which seems to them to be the only policy
which creates attention and prings some results.  All along as you know
the: APHLC had been trying its best to keep the people to a peaceful
and' constitutional approach and to a large exient we had succeeded.,
«But now the peacelul and constitutional approach seems to bring no re-
sults.  Even the compromise arrangement known a: ths Nehrur Plan ap-
parently no longer has the attention of the Government. There are
i indications and talks that the whole thing will eventually he ’nc]lttlcc] and
“reduced, diluted and changed to satisfy a certain section of the majority
community in the State of Assam.’ Then aga'n we wrote—<“We are
at a serious tirnin the affairs of these strategic border areas. If we
are to succeed in bringing about a really peaceful political settlement

the hill people must be convinced about the integrity of purpose of vour
‘Government and whether the Hill pecple can really repose their full con-
“fidence and trust in the Government.”’ Sir, in 1964 when the Mizo
“National Front had started to rajse their demand for independence, we
still felt that there was a chance to bring about a politic.] sett’ement peace-
“fully, but what did we find? Even when the commission was appointed
cand it was giving a hearing, there was an attempt from this Government,
. witness the Government memorandum, {o destroy that Nehru Plan, to do
away with what had been promised to us, to the hill people, in an atiempt
to bring about a political settiement, to reduce and to change what
had been solemnly promised by the hishest autt.ority of our country.
"8ir, the crux of the matter js whether (he people of the hills, of the

* border areas really have any trust in this Government and in the Govern-
‘ment of the country ? However, Sir, it

as still not too late if perhaps the
“Hills State had b-en granted, I believe that the situation in Mizo Hills
. would not have developed like that. You know, Sir, that the Mizo Unicn
. ‘was ‘the largest party in Mizo Hills. 1 believe they still are. They are
not pledged for independence. '] hey were with us, and I believe, they
.may still' be with us. However, that is something to be seen. Now that
‘the forces of destruction have been unleashed in Mizo Hilis, T do not
know what political settlement can be made. That is why my heart has
been burdened over these Past two weeks, I share a part of that respon-
:sibility with the Chief Minister and wih all of us h-re because those
friends of ours in Mizo Hills had never wanted violence, in 1962 and
*1963. ' It was only after they had been rejected tlat i} ey had taken up
‘violence, because they felt that there was no other way hefore them., I do
net know whether there has been any awakening in the minds of the people
who conduct the affairs of this nation 7

and of this Siate,
- Mr.” SPEAKER : Y,

nged by the late Prime Ministep
these problems. However, if it is

will try to conclude your speech shortly,

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS ROY : Yes, Sir, weon our part

. have tried our b_csl L0 Co operate with the Government in various develop-

.ment work of this rrea, We Teécognise the fact that our Chief Minister has

the good of the peop ¢ at l}eart but there are mary in the Government there

. are many in thq administration and this State, who seem to ;ry to

fiustrate some of 1116:. best things that even this Guvernment jg trying to
“do. "Are we to couiinue the polic

0licy of killing off any one who raises hi
voice ? Sir, I dorot agree with the method which )l Tian

has been adopied by
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the Mizo National Front. I shall never agrec to it. But, Sir, I have all
sympathy for the people of Mizo Hills, who in their extremelﬁ'ustranon and
who in their extreme dssire to help themselves, have finaily resorted to
violent means. Perhaps you may destroy them today and perhaps the
administration will take control of the Silchar-Aijal road and the towns
like Aijal, Lungieh, etc. But what about the rural areas ?  Are you going
to nost the army there for all tire to come ? \'\’ha}t about the qxamplc
of ‘the situation that has been happening in Naga Hills ? The situation
bas become out oi control because at one time you did not take the warning
that has been scunded by th= Hills pcople. Sir, if'it is not today, Or
tomorrow, somebody else in 5 vears tim= or 10 years time will rise up and
they will use violence and it isup to the Government to listen toa de-
mand when it is made democratically by a majority of the pcople, 5}11(1
it is reasonable, then is the time to concede to that demand, not just
because violence has been created. With these few words, Sir, 1 re-
sume my seat.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH (Kaliabor): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I offer
my heartiest congratulation to the hon. Chicf Minister for presenting a
surplus budget. Sir, the Chief Mmister has stated that a pilot scheme
will be taken up in Mayong arvea for the uase of power for irrigation.
Secondly, Sir, we are happy to learn from the hon. Chief Minister that
he is going more for an addivional amount of Rs. 1'65 crores fr m the
Government of India with a view to give a final t uch to the Jamuna
Irrization Project.  We are also equally glad to hear that despite financial
stringeney, Government is trying to make available an amount of Rs. 1-2
crores for certain new schemes. Sir, we find the condition of our agriculture
is.“()t very satisfactory. Qur a_E;z‘ié:ulture isin a very backward condition.
S‘-r, our country is unable to feed the millions of people and she is. .to
import a large quantity of fondgrains from abroad in order to f:ed the
people.  We are told by ths Uuion Minister for Food, Mr. Subramanium,
that about 8 per cent of the toal requirements of food arc tole imported ‘lk'lchm
absoad every year. But, Mir, to fill up this small gap a huge expenditure is
being spent almost every vear, we are still deficienr in respect fo food. Though
Government have undertaken some schemes known as grow more food
campuign and much improvement have been made -in this directicn
but expanding population and natural vagaries have made  India
ever depending on foreign countries. Sir, we are glad that Goyern-
ment have taken up some techuical measures to step up agricaltural
production. Steps like, irrigation, reclamation, soil-conservation, improved
methed of agricultural implements, etc. have been taken. But we can see
how far we have been able to attract our people and also to enthuse them
to take 1o the modern methods of cultivation But we find that we have
not beer: able to enhuse our people to the modern techniques of
development, Sir, cur people are by and large conservative in naiure
and they are mostly accustomed to primitive method of cultivation and
they refuse to taks modern method of cultivation. Their illiteracy and
ignerance stand on their way and it appesrs that most of the p:ople do
not know the effect of modern method of cultivation which can increase
the agricultural output. Sir, to remove this m.isunder.tanding from the
minds of the people, an Herculean eflort is te be made. I think a serious
effort should be made. We must organise a systematic and an integrated
drive. I do not say that the who'e State should be taken at a time. We
may take a particular district at least for a year and concentrate our
encrgies and activities there for a year. Sir, the the whole agricultural
machinery, the whol= resources of the State in vespect of agriculture should
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be applied there. And above all, the minister, the icaders of the people,
social workers, the whole of our panchayat machinery within the aiea
ard also Governm -rit oflicers of the State as well as those working in the
district level have a spreial respen-ibility to lo ik afier the successfl
implementation of the entire programme. They should be organised
inito groups and they should go fom village to village and if considere:l
necessary frcm  house to house and to cxplain to the pecple the effect of
modern system of culti ation and urge upon them to take to the same.
I'think if such effort is made there will be a change in the minds of ths
people, and they will get used in the moden sysiemn of cultivation  Sir,
if we look to the ways and means adopted so [a- we find that the educated
and the young pecple have been so far neglected. We have entrusted
this whole matte: to cert: in Gram Sevaks or to Extension Officers of the
Panchayat. Sir, their capacity i3 very iimite: They are not co
c'?tllusiaStiC. They are noi so serious. So, Sir, a sericus attempt should De
made to give proper te ining to these people. So far we have rnot been
able to enthuse the people and the machinery of the Government 1s not so
eflective and (he officers who are specially meant for field w 1k, lack
practical knowledge. They have m:re book knowledge We have
seen the results of certain propaganda or the education which has been
given by the Gram Sevaks or the Panchayat Extension Officeis 10 our
people.  The result is absclutely unsati-fuctory and in corsequerce we
find that the people have become more averse to adopt the modern
mclho(_j of using fertilizers, manurcs, cte. The training, which has
IJ_‘CC“ given 1o the Gram Scvaks, I think, 15 quite nominal. We find that these
Grain Sevaks never go to the villages. If we go to the villages ¢r to the
Gaon Panchayars or 10 the Anchalik Panchayats, we find people complain
that these Gram Sevaks do not go to the village.

What we find, Sir, is that theee Gram Sevaks put on long trousers. So,
they cannot go (o the mud ly fields end for that reason they cannot give
Proper demonstration to our agricuiturists. For this purpoese, I think, we
}f}ould try to attract cu- young and educa‘ed peopleto take up agriculture.
pé:)cr;:c 1;11({\1](1_1)1: a systematic attempt and cndeavour tIn' attract our young
e {’0 mU](xm.'mu\turc like Japan. For th's purpose, I think, 'Sir, we should
have‘i”,;l tuse our students to develop agricultural aptitude. I];ese] §1L_1clents
Bowek b{Cé"I:C 'o‘rfgfuusmg_u_blluy and they have much creative fé:l)CU..ilBs and
o U:If‘ni .1 use -Iu--y are sincere and ..c,clf less ‘and after all :f‘ W cdn ant ,to solve
to implévcpouymcnﬁ problem which is growing day by day an ¥ 1{' we waint
them by Oullfr agricultural products in a systematic, way we rra_\ljc to so vcel:
help, That s ‘_\fung‘aild 1cduczu'(-:d. peopie through proper ],mt ancz an
agricultum] '-1“ 1y ‘-]\lrc's ll_J.L.lld. 11")/‘" to ati;a_ait oul: young IJCOI])‘C. crt:) 11}?.7 € up
agriculture islns R industrial pur:uits. Sir, how to1 I:Ei(“]D" em to
take up mo'lec the leadership to our young and cdu_ca*.cl people to
Dractices of dtln"u» method of cultivation .wnh modern imp ?meLS and
surely the rﬁj 11“."‘*“011, and if we can bring such psyc_hologlczrtr }\1, ange,
young mgnWl ultimately develop sudi wg icultural aptitude. .Clll our
BOTH 1 deas m’ty be encouraged and L»mh.used, to take tq agriculture,
i Shcm]c‘lg]mm[.mn and method., So, I think a serious attlempt on this
o be made so that our young and educated people may come
orward to take up agriculture,

Mr. SPEAKER: Your ime is up.

Adjournment
‘The House then adjourned till 2 p.m for lunch.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER - Mr. Talukdar.

Shri DHANIRAM TALUKDAR (Barpeta): Sir, with your pEer:
mission [ want to speak on the 17th morning.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Well, I cannot say. Now Dr. Choubey.

Shri DHANIRAM TALUKDAR : Sir, I want to speak.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I have already announced the name of
Dr. Choubey.

Dr. RAM PRA
Sir, first of all T offer
budget speech in whicl
to speak many thing
points and offer my

SAD CHOUBEY (Lakhipur): Mr. Deputy Speaker,

my heartiest thanks to the Chief Minister for his
1 he has not taxed the poorer section. Sir, I wanted
s ; but as the time is very short I shall speak only a few
suggestions. Sir, it will now about 14 years, and as far
back as 1952 about 10,000 labourers were retrenched in the district of
Cachar and since then I have been reiterating this question every year.
But up il now, they have not been rehabilitated.  This is very sorrowful
Plight. They are of corse sons of the soil and they came here about (00
YEals ago and they have now forgotten even the name of their own province
aud now they are loitering hither and thither and not rehabilitated.  Sir,
tU1S 15 of course a shamefu]] thing on the part of the Government.

We have got lots of benefit.  We have got Provident Fundsfor the
labour, we have g1t bonus, the Life Insurance and Wellare Centres, but as
regards industries we haye g0t practically no changes: About 10 or 12 years
ago, there was a Menon Commission to go through this industry and there
Was report also ahont its future and in their repor: they have mainly stated
about the district of Cachar that there is no other alternative than to
replant the bushes, as the bushcs are about 100 years old now and have
become worn out and are going to be abandoned just afterl0 or 12 years. Sir,
SOIE Companies who are good capitalists, they replant them now, but most
of the tea gardens are not taking up replantation. I have heard that
Government of India have offered about five crores of rupees to the Tea
Board to take up some scheme in this regard, but up till now nothing has
been done,  Thoysh some employers come forward to take advantage of
this, the Tea Board cannot help them by taking any new scheme up till-now,
Sir, it is known to.everybody that tea industry is the only industry which
earns foreign exchange, but itis so badly neglected and run in this way,
Sir, in the district of Gachar it has been experimentally found that the soil

is not bad. In 2 or 3 cases of replantation of bushes, it is seen that they are

»
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now yielding crops just like the tea gardens in Assam Valley. Rupacherra
tea garden is producing yields better than that of Assam Valley. The yield
is 35 mounds per acre. So, the soil of Cachar district is not bad, but
swithout any scheme or care bushes are going to te finished within 10 or
12 years. It will be a very bad thing for Cachar to maintain the labour
population there. Their number is about 1€,000 and including their

dependants they will not be less than 25,000. Sir, what will be the fate of

these people when there will be no tea industry ? Sir, 1 request our
Government that they should give priority to this scheme and compel the
employers to have their bushes replanted. T have already leard that there
is no law at present to compel the cmployers to improve their gardens or io
sell their gardens to other good capitalists.  So, I hope some law will be
cnacted and our Assam Government should approach the Government of
India for this sort of legislature.

Sir, there was a proposal of Paper Mill there, but up till now nothing
has bzen done in this direction. Some time 280 therc was a proposal of
a Sugar Mill also there, but up till now nothing has been done. T cannot
understand why these are being delayed in this way.

Sir, regarding education, I would like to say that Education Depart-
ment is doing well and heipinz most of the Hindi Schools there which are
wanted by the Hindi speaking population there. Sir, there are wwo schools
in which Hindi teachers are working more than one or Lwo ycars, but up till
now they are not getting their pays. The name of the School is Binnakandi
High English School and there is another school Saparmoina by name
where also teachers have not got their pay since one or, two years back. These
schools are mainly populated by the backward Manipuri classes. 1 also
request about one Middle English School named Jogaimathur Middle
Eneclish School which is mainly situated in labour area, but after having
their all terms and conditions fulfilled, they have not been given the deficit
grant up till now. I request the Government that it should be considered,

going all right except its failure in

Sir, about Package Programme, This is
Last year potato cultivation

finding out some suitable medicine lor potatocs. L
was very nice and people took enthuasism to cultivate more potato this year
but there was a disease just like cpidemic and potato crops of the whole
district were damaged like anything. I think the Minister concerned will agk
his department to find out some medicine for it.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY'iMin‘iSter, Agriculture) :
Sir, I have already replied that there was no medicine for the disease, 2

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHOUBEY: About transport between the
district of Cachar and the rest of Assam, the railway communication is
inadequate, it should be strengthened and the capacity increased, ike roads
linking with Shillong and Lumding should be surfaced and bridges tllcrec;h
should be built earlyso that all-weather communication might he established
between Cachar and the rest of Assam,

Then about rehabilitation of retrenched labourers in the Cachar dig-
teict, I would like to point out that at one stage the Chief Minister wante‘d
to sit with the Revenue Minister to discuss about their rehabilitation but
nothing has been done as yet. We have been rehabilitating thousands of
people imigrating roin Pakistan but we have done nothing so far “as
rehabilitation of retrenced labourers of tea gardens in Gachar. This is
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extremely regrettable. I again appeal to the Clief Minister to take up this
matter without delay and devise a scheme whereby the unfortunate re-
trenched labourers can be rehabilitated at a very early date.

With these few words, I resume my seat.

* Shri MANIK CHANDRA DAS(Tengakhat : SA147F wziwd, @eice
T4T T ACIMCL doby-b buE AEE wifs w@ld wEcd qadlw feem 00 =ifE
Procurement 7zcF @ifid “iferg @@ cif 959 S 2@ Aita® GATRF  ATAN
frrp =ta 9% 399 B39 F9t4aw ofF weqz 39 siacd Marketing  Society
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coiEFE Gfb Afs T cottns e pRle (W Ets’ bies Giemis @S
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Shri EMERSON MOMIN (Tura, Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, as there will be short time for me
I shall have to state in synopsis only concerning the necessities of Garo
Hills. The Chief Minister is a husier person today as the Finance
subject hasdevolved on his shoulders. The refugee problem of 1964 bas
been a blow to the State as well as to the Union Government. The
Cheif Minister has flown in a Helicopter accompanied by the Education
Deputy Minister in a few hours from Shillong to Tura to appraise the
situation on tae spot. And he reviewed the situation, and rendered
immediate help to the needy people. It was winter time also; blankets
and food stuff have been given to the refugees. What would have been
the lot of the people il such help could not be given in due time?
Sir, this is third year that in spite of the best effort of the Government
there are la-ge number of refugees who could not bz provided with
rehabilitation elsewhere. The local people are worrying much because
of their existence, because they depredate the local peoples’ fields. No
sooner the people are taken away elsewhere it will be better for the
local people and the refugees who need loans they may also be provided
with loans.

Sir, we are educationally very backward people. There are talks
that the Tura College will be taken over by the Government. It is not
being done so. Mizo College has been taken up for that we bear no
grudge but we also hoped that Garo Hills should not be altogether oblite-
reated from the minds of the Minister of Education, Sir, there was also
proposal to take up Normal School for the Garo Hills District. But it
appears that this Normal School is dropped from the scheme. Rs. 4,000
allotment is shown in district budget. [ wonder how that small amount
will be sufficient for maintaining a Normal School. “The Government is
therefore requested that this Normal School should be immediately
starled for giving training to prospective teachers.

Sir, we have also lot of venture schools. Sir, we have Lower Primary
Schools, Middle English Schools, High Schools and most of these are main-
tained by the villagers themselves. But they cannot do it properly because
of the paucity of funds. So I would request the Government to provide
more grants to enable the people to maintain their Schools.  Sir, when
there is a talk of compulsory education in the State it will he quite
fitting if she venture schools are given liberal helps since now.

Sir, now I come to medical facilities, The Governor mentioned that
more medical facilities will be given but thereis no adequate number of
Doctors, It is requested that dispensaries and hospitals should be provided
with adequate number of Doctors and medicine. Sir, there is also a proposal
to shift the Tura Civil Hospital to a bigger space tcwards the north
of the present site, The present medical compound is too much crowded
Sick beds are also not in sufficient number. It happened very often that in
some sick man were brought from the outside they could not be accom-

modated. So, it will be very much desirable to keep reserve a seat or two for
the mafussil patients,

: Sir, another important matter is Leprosy treatm ent.
I certain areas of the Garo Hills. This disease
rapidly. So I request the Minister to  take steps
O. K. Das who is doing welfare works w

It is being given
is spreading very
and 1 hope Shri
ill also look into this matter.

&
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Sir, coming to agriculture I would say that schemes are there for
developing cultivation  of food  stuff. but  we wonder
why  people could get nothing out of it. Our people are
in great need of small irrigation and medium size irrigation. The
Minister, Agriculture, should see that about 500 maunds of Ahu seed and
about 800 maunds of Sali secds are provided to the cultivator of the
Southern section of the Garo hills. Insccts and pests are there but we some-
how could manage that but depredation by wild animals in the far-
mers’ field is enormous, Minor wild animals could however be guarded
but the big elephant is beyond peoples’ capacity. This denredation of
animals  should be stopped. Kheda sikar should be allowed only
in  the month  of February after  harvesting season is  over.
Otherwise  the loss this time will be very heavy due to destruction of
crops by eleplants There is no proper scrutiny.  Although reports are
given to the Deputy Cowmissioner no interest seems being taken. So, our
loss is rather very great. What Government means by keeping so many
clephints?  Government’s income from permits and taxations will probably
be Rs. 50 thousand but the loss caused by eleplants to the people is greater.
50, something should be done by Government about this watter. In
Uttar Pradesh Government allow to shoot straight the elephants when
they become a source of danger to human life and properties but
here the peéople cannot do it because Government would not allow them

to be killed. And I request the Government of Assam may follow
suit. '

Sir, as regards supply, our district is very hardhit on account of food
shortage. Now at Tura one kilogram of rice costs 1°10, 1-15 and 1-20
but outside Tura the prices are Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 per kilogram and often at
this price also people do not get sugar. We have seen signboards of
Fair price shops hut actually there is no rice. When I asked the licencee
why there was no rice he replied that he was not given the quota for sell
at preseni, That should not happen. There is sufficient quantity
of sugar in Garo hills, but excepting in Tura the price of sugar per
kilogram is [rom Rs. 145 to Rs. 1+50 but outside Tura the price is Rs. 3200
t0 2:89 per kilogram.

With rcgard to controlled supply of C. L sheets, white sheets and

- sheets are not available but it is learnt that only black sheers will
€ available, T would request Governruent to mmport sufficient quotas for
T€spective discricts and desiring people can use them for their roofings,

AS regards  Electric power the voltage is very low. The other day
when I had been to the State Bank the people there had to light petromax
lamp as the electric power was not enough that day being a cloudy one.
So the clectric power supply is not adequate cven for lighting purpose, not
to speak of comsumption by industries. (bell rang),

Sir, Shri Tarlok Singh, a Member of the Planning Commiszion
recently iravelled to different hills districts and said here on the 3rd March
last what he had seen for himself and remarked that in the matter of
industrialisation of the hill areas even the surface scratching of the pro-
blem of development of the hills areas had not been done an'l that
industrialisation in the hills was not taking place as desired. So, I pose
a question: who will seratch the problem i’ not the Government ? It
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was suggested that a Commissioner will be appointed as the top oflicer
to look after the development of the hill areas. And it will be very good
if the officer is actually appointed. With these few words, 1 resume iy
seat, Thank you, Sir.

Shiri ABU NASAR MD. OHID (Rupohihat): 7o EAld
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#fi 9t# Block Development & fawcy e —afie  SfcafF7d g9 T2 s
Af7 B FE FEArd BT A | coSrAmT At AR wam =TT seed,
wtzel  fFfrs | fvs 355 amz fams Afwg | ettEeT afmsr s53w ais
NF3 =F {5 gstaqin =fe Ffws |

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture):
#1371 f5fmse

Shri HALADHAR UZIR : sizaissld g4 A4 fos |

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister,
Panchayat): 73 17 4m tmm e ( Veice—337 471 s ) | .

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The Block is also self-
governing institution and they have the right to make purchases. Does
the hon. Member take the responsibiliry ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): I do not take
any responsibility. I only draw the attention of the hon. Agriculture
Minister. Sometimes from the Agriculture Departments also seeds are
supplied.

Shri HALADHAR UZIR: sfsr= AL A% TN, WA ez gty 9 g
Q3R] AT 974, B4 FII0A BIFIE wwa ACE A0 | arreecn ot corw Ifis fa
@R frz, B FFE w=H ) R fips iz wfvers waE . efes T AT
fafes ates St 7T AT AT om et srEE sw feq :

ADJOURNMENT

The Assembly then adjourned titl arsds
March, 1066, J ed tll 10 a.» on Thursday, the 17th

Shillong, N R. C, CHAUDHURI,
. = Secrelary,
The 26th August, 1966 j Legislative Assembly, Assam,



