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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
. 1972

Monday, June 5, 1972

g The House met at ten of the Clock in the Assembly Chamber,
Shillong with Mr. Speaker in the Chair. -

STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

- (To which oral replies were given)

Re 3 Omission in the voters’ list

¢ ¢ Sreemati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked s

*I.  Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) What are the reasons for omitting a huge number of
voters from the voters’ list in the last Assembly election ¢
(b) Whether Government have taken any steps to inclu-
i‘ffé those voters whose names were omitted from the list 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied ¢

(@)—There was no large scale omission of mames from
the Electoral Rolls. This will be evident from the fact
that in the electoral rolls prepared in 1970 for use in the
last General Elections to the Lok Sabha the total elector-
ates in the State (excluding Meghalaya and Mizoram) was
5701805 whereas the figure for the same area stood at 629-
thP ,in the electoral rolls used in “the last General Elec-
tions to the Assam Legislative Assembly. Thus there was
an appreciable increase of about 10 percent voters as com-
pared to 1970. However, there might be some omission
here and there due partly to inadvertence and partly to
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lack of consciousness and timely action on the part of they. §
general public as well as the Political Parties to bring such -
cases to the notice of the Electoral Registration Officers
concerned.

(b)—Section 23 of the. Represenation of the people Act,
1950, provides that any eligible person whose name is not
included in the electoral rolls of an assembly constituen-
cy and who desires to have his name so included in the

electoral rolls may applyto the Elcctoral Registration Officer,
of that constituency at any time for such

inclusion in’
the form and in the manner prescribed under Rule 26
of the Registration of Electors’ Rules, 1960. In the altern-
ative the hon’ble Member may kindly furnish the particuiars
of the persons whose names are alleged to have been omi-
tted from the electoral rolls for necessary action by the

Government at the time of the next' revision of electoral
rolls which will be undertaken- in accordance with the digf |
ection of the- Election Commission of India. S
Shreemati Renuka Devi Barkataki ¢ Sir, the Chief Mini-
ster has stated that thers was a significant = increase in the
voters list. According to the Chief Minister the increase

is about 10 percent voters as compared to 1970. But acc-

ording to the statistical figure the increase is about 12 per-
cent and that too was due to the inclusion of new adults

which is about 20 to 21 percent.. But what we find from .
our experience thata huge number of voteis was omiug‘:f
from the voters list.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister): What is ' the
question, Sir ?

=y

Mr., Speaker 8 What is the question. Mrs. Barkataki ?
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ffFeemati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, I am coming to
that, In a democractic country every adult hasa consti-
| . tutional right of voting, But we find a huge number of
EF? voters has been omitted from the list. In the last gznera:
: election where a huge number of voters had been deprived
| from their constitutional right, may I know whether the
|
|
|

‘Government feel that the last election was not g fair
election

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha {Chief Minister) : Sif,I do not
E agrée with the Hon’ble Member that the last general ele-
- ction was very much fair and proper.

ﬂ Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, the Chief Miuister has
stated that if any case has been broaght to the notice
of the Government whose name is not included in the
electoral rolls. the Government would take propor action.
May 1 know, sir, what steps Goverament have taken in
s regord ?

.Shri- Sarat’ Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister): Sir, I have
stated as soon as particular case has been brought to the
notice of the Government the Government will take ne-
~cessary action.

:
|

Sreemati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, I think other mem-
.bers  will also agree  to'the fact that a huge numoper of
voters had " been deprived during the last general election.
| 9%, the Mid-term-poll was conducted ons year ahead to
the * general election of’ the Legislative Assemblies. If there
- was any mistake in the list of vorers, the *department '‘could’
have rectified ‘it 'within the one year as tHé general elec-
¥ tion of the Legisative Assembly took" place " after one year
Pl of the ‘Mid-term-poll.’ Why there was such anomaly in the




4 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS [ 5th June

voter list and such negligenoe on the part of the depar -3
mental officers ¢ Whether the Govt. have taken any actio%’%‘!
against those efficers who are responsible for this ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢ Sir, in order
to make the electoral rolls perfect I would seek coopera-

tion from ali political parties including those who are also
interested in it.

Sreemati Renuka Devi Barkafaki ¢ Sir may T know,
what is the remedy when the names of persons of several
villages have been omitted from the electoral rolls ?  Sig
now the Chief Minister is seeking cooperation from all
the political parties when the names of voters have already

been omitted.  Sir, I want te know what is the remedy?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢ Sir, I have

stated already when any such case will be brought to the
notice, Government will take necessary step,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, may I know, whethe
Goverment have received any memorandum from the public
of Dibrugarh that a huge number of voters had been omitted
from the list ¢ If it is so, what steps have been taken ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister ) 8 Sir, this fis
a newgquesion,

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury: Sir, 1 understand about
20 percent voters had been omitted from the list of voters
in my constituency. \
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, this ii"é
also new question.

Shri Dulal Chbandra Barua s Sir, as the Chief Minister has
stated that Government would take proper steps when a
case has been brought to the notice of the Govrement May
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. ¥ know, sir, what steps have so far been taken by the
*Government * ,
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, I have
alrcady stated, when any ease will be brought to the notice
of the Governments necessary steps will be taken.

Re : Declaration of Sibsagar Subdivision
as a district

Shri Pro node Chandra Gogoi asked :

#2 Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Chief Minister gave an assurance in the
House on 25th October, 1971, that the question of decla-
ring the Sibsagar Sibdivision as a district is under exam-
ination of the Government ?

(b) If so the steps so far taken .by the Government in this
regard ¢

Sbri Sarat Chaandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :
(a)—Yes. '

(b)—The matter was examined. Government do not con-
sider it necessary at this stage to declare the Sidsagar
Subdivision as a District

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi : Sir, the then Chief Minis-
ter assured in the House that necessary data were being
collected by the Government. Whether Government,
had already examined all the data and if so what were
fﬂe data available at that time and on what basis.
Govt. came to this conclusion.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)s Sir, the data
are here but it is a long list which will take much time
of the House if I am to go through the same, If the
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Hon’ble member permits, I may discuss the same witig';_r
him according to his convenience.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 3 This may be placed on the
table of the House, sir.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Ctncf Mlmcter‘} Yes, sir, 1 shall
place the same on the table of the House,
Shri Ataur Rahman: Sir, may I know, whether Govera-
meat propose to include or declare any other Subdivision
as a district ¢ e
Shri Satat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢ - Sir, - there is
no such’ proposal at  present.

Re: Separate subdivision for Majuli

Shri, Mal Chandra Pegu asked:

3. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Government has received any representa-
tion from the- Majuli people demanding constitution of
separate Subdivision for Majuli ?

(b) If so, whether Governmeat propsoe to constitate a sep-
arate Subdivision for Majuli ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :
(a)—Yes.

(b)-—Government do not consider it necessary to constitute
a separate Subdivision for Majuli.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu: oir, if a separae Subdivisjon
for Majuli is not possible to be constituied by the Govern-
~ment then whether a separate administrativs unit could he
constituted for Majuly ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, that will
be looked into.
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Re: Cc-operative Dairy Farming T
'Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :
%4 Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operation be plea-
sed to state— ,
(a) Whether itis a fact that land was allotted in.- Malow,
Jorhat Subdivision for a Co-operative Dairy, Farming ¢
(b) If so, the area of land allotted ?
(c) Whether the said Co-operative actually exists ¢
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister Co-operation) replied :

*_-_,-r.am-h-s..

1&'—Yes.
(b)—200 Bighas of periodic Patta land,
(c)—Yes.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound: Will the Minister please
state what is number of cattle in the Co-operative and
what is the average amount of milk- yield ?

Shri Gajen Tanti : That information is not with me.
F.Sh;-i pulal Chandra (Khound! Whetherit is a fact that
the said land has been settled with the landless peasants

1 by the office bearers of the Co-operative at the rate of Rs,
. 'S0 per bigha ? 5

ﬁ Shri Gajen Tanti s No, Sir, thatis not correct.

Ghri Dulal Chandra Barua : The Minister has said that
| the farm isin existence. But both the Minister and my-
ﬁ self are hailing from the same place and he knows it well

athat the farm is not in existence. On what basis can the
H Minister could say that the farm is in existence ?

Shri Gajen Tanti: The farm was reorganised on 4.12.71.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Even day before yesterday
the farm was not in-existence. On what'basis the Minister

could say that the farm is in existence ?
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Shri Gajen Tanti : The farm is in existence. Its mem-
bership on 18.5.72 was 68. ) 4

Shri Dulal Chandra B.rua: The land was not utilised for
the purpose for which it was given. An enquiry was in-

stituted by then Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar and he
submitted a report to the Government that the farm was
not in existence. The land has been settled with some
persons, as has been stated by the hon. questioner. May
I know on what basis thc Minister has given such wrong
information to the House ? \ }
Shri Gajen Tanti : The society was dissolved as pet no-

tification No. CZF. 62/62, dated 12.2.70, from the Z?nal
Deputy Register of Co-operative Societies, Jorhat. Against

this order there was an appeal to the Governnsat. The
appeal was allowed and the Society was reorganised with
effect from 4.12.70. Government also directed that steps
should be taken to make the society economically viable.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Who are the office-beardrg
who preferred the appeal ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ¢ The names are not available now.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: This was a specific ques-
tion and the Minister should have come prepared with
all facts. We know that the farm was not in existence
and there was a hue and cry on this issue. The Society
was, therefore, formally dissolved by Government. At
whose instance the society was reorganised and how céﬁ
the Minister say that it is in existence now when we know
that it 1S not ia existenece ? '
Shri Gajen Tanti¢ I know the farm is in existence.
Shri Dulal Chandra Khound: Upto yesterday morning I

~
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know there was not a single head of cattle. I want to
Fnow for what purpose the land is used.

Shri Gajen Tanti : There are cows, though their number
1s not with me now.

Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharya : It is not a fact that
a Co-operative Dairy Farm was registered there at Malow
Jorhat but actually there was no co-operative farming. The
land which was taken in the name of the farm was sub-
let at the rate of Rs. 50 per bigha with some unfortunate
yﬂ)or villagers. Because th: farm was notin existence the
Co-operative authorities there recommended dissolution of the
Society. Thereafter those peopl~ who were making busine-
st out of this jand submitted ¢ appeal to the Government,
and ‘Government was pleased to allow the appeal so that
those people might continue to make intermediary profits
in the name of the Co-operative Farming Society. May I
Kfiow whether this isa simple fact or not 7

Shri Gajen Tanti : I will examine this.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ¢ How is this, Sir ? Why should
not the Minister have come prepared with all facts and fig-
ures 3 He is aware of the fate of the Co-operative, we also
know it. There is no farm is existence. Only one mem-
bers of the party in power are enjoying the land in the
name of the co-operative.

Stri Promode Chandra Gogoi ¢+ The Minister has admitted
that the said Co-operative Dairy Farm was dissolved by the
Co-operative Department. May I know on what grounds
this Society was dissolved by the Department ?

Shri Gajen Tanti; The details are not with me.
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Shri Promode Chandra Gogoif : There mist be certajn
grounds on the basis of which this was dissolved,

Shri Gajen Tanti: Accor’ding“to the Deputy Registrar, the
Co-operative was mnot functioning properly and there was a
huge loss. So, he 'dissb_lv'ed it and theﬁ there was an appeal
to the Government.

Shrl Dulal Chandra Barua Ther @ o-Operativa} is not i;i'E ex-
1st;.nce, and if the Minister cannot give the relevant facts and
figures o disprove it, it will be a breach of privilege of the
House. ’
Shri Gajen Tanti: I will obtain all the details.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Is the Minister prepared to
mak;:. a thorough enquiry ?

Shri Gajen Tanti: Yes, Sir.

Shri Premadhar Bora: We want the date of registration

of the society, the date of dissolution and the date of rgl-
registration. ;

Shri Gajen Tanti: The date of registration was 1955, the

dissolution date was 12.2.70 and Government again reorga-
nised it. on 4.12.71.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound ; This co-operative society was
formed with the expressed motive of supplying milk to Jorhat
town. May Iknow from the Minijster whether at any. time

any amount of milk was supplied to Jorhat town during téhe
whole period ?

Shri Gajen Tanti; Not at present. :
Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : At any tims during the whole
period ¢

Shri Gajon Tanti: I will give the details later.

|
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P FRe 8 Pending cases in the Lower Courts
Sreemati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

*5. Will the Minister-in-charge of Law be pleased to state—
(a) the number of cases pending in the Lower Courts in
Assam at present ?

(b) The steps taken by Government for expeditions disposal
of such pending cases ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Law) replied :

"%a)—There are 63,694 pending cases in the Lower Courts in
Assam as on 29th February 1972.

(b)—After separation of Judiciary fcom Executive, there is no
scope for the Gorvernment to take any step for expeditious
disposal of the cases pending in the Courts. The Govern-
ment will bring this fact to the notice of the High Court
for appropriate steps.

Sreemati Renuka Devi Barkataky : Tais Goverament have sp-
#®Xken of new schemes, new plans and have given thousands
of promises. Now they say that since there .  been sepa-
ration of the Judiciary from the Executive, they are helpless
in this matter. But they have a responsibility for expediti-
ous disposal of these cases. May I know what concrete
steps, except asking the High Court, Government propsoe
to take for speedy disposal of these cases ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali: I have already replied that we will
Fring this to the notice of the Hon’ble High Court, because
under Articles 227 and 235, the superintendence and con-

- trol of the district courts and the subordinate courts are
vested in the High Court.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : The Minister has said
‘that after separation of the judiciary from the executive
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Government has become helpless in the matter of speedy
disposal of the cases in the lower courts. May I ask the'
Minister whether Government is helpless in bringing inves-

tigating officers as witnesses to the Courts ? Is the Govern-
ment helpless in bringing the witnesses in G.R. cases to the
witness box 3 Is the Gcevernment helpless in bringing Gov-

ernment doctors who issus medical certificates to the witness
box ? Is it not because of these Government officers’ absence

that the cases prolong for inordinate - time ? 4

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister Law): It is admitted that SommEs
Government officers do not appear on the date fixed ‘due to
some reasons or other. In this respect we can bring this
matter to the notice of different dipartments, viz the Medical
Department, Police Department etc. As regards early disposal
of the pending cases it is left with the High Court.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: Is the Government in the},
know that the delay in disposal of cases is mainly due @!
the delay in prosecution and investigation and this matter
was highlighted in the report of the Police Commission

that the cases could be disposed of within half the time
than they take normally if the investigating and prosecuting

officers were more alert, who are under the control of th:

State Government ? |

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister, Law) 8 This might be one
of the facts. ks
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : It seems from our experience
that the cases are delayed not because of the separation of
judiciary from executive but because of negligence on the
part of the Government officers. May I know from the
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=Minister what are the definite steps so far taken for ex-
peditious disposal of the cases in the lower courts ?

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister, Law) : I have already
replied this in reply to a question put by Mr. Bhattacharyya.
We will bring this to the notice of different departments
so that the officers may appear on the fixed dates.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Are we to understand from
the statement given by the Minister that the delay is

agcaused not for the separation of judiciary from executive
but because of the negligence on the part of the Govern-
ment officers ? ;
Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister, Law) ¢ That may be one
of ths reasons. But it is not the only reason.

- Shrimati Renuka Dev Barkataki: Isit also a fact that. the
delay is caused duc to frequent transfer of Magistrates from
one Court to another ?

,PShri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister, Law) : That is also done
by the High Court,
Shri Bal Chandra Pegu ; What is the total number of cases
pending  with the Executive Magistrates, who are under
the control of the Government ?
Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister, Law) : All cases are being
dealt with by the Judicial Magistrates and the Munsifs
after the separdition and some other mi'scellancous cises are
Mone by the Exccutive Magistrates. T am concerned here
with the cases which are lying pending with the Judicial
Magistrates, District Judges and the Assistant Judges.
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: If the cases pend'ng with
the Executive Magistratcs are taken into consideration the
number will b much more ?
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Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister, Law) : Yes.

Res Term of Anchalik Panchayats, Gaon
Panchayats and Mohkuma Parishad

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked
~ x6. Will the Minister-in-chage of Panchayat be pleased to
state—
(2) Whether the term of Anchalik Panchayat, Gaon Pan-
chayat, and Mohkuma Parishad is over ?
(b) If so, when do the Government propose to hold th.<=
election

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat and Community
Development ) replied <

6. (2)—Yes, the term of present Gaon Panchayats, Anchalik
Panchayats and Mokkuma Parishads is due tg expire on
different dates during this year.

(b)—As the introduction of a new Panchayat bill is undg ri
active consideration, Government do not Propose to hold
the elections now and the term of these bodieg has been
extended by one year from the date of eXpiry or tjj]
bill is passed by the Assembly and
is earlier.

the
enforced whichever

Shri Biswanath Upadhyayas In view of the assurance

given by the Government to extend the Panc

hayat Act
to the Tea garden areas do the

Government propose tg
do it now ? |

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister) : This i under examina-
tion.
Shri Prabin Kumar Chaudhury: Do the Government pro-

pose to abolish the Mahakuma Parishads ?



1972 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 15

#hri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister) ¢ Of hand I cannot
say that; In the new Bill which will be introduced in

the Assembly what will be its character and shape it fs
very difficult to say now.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: During the last Assembly
Session, Government had brought a Bill and the Govern-
ment wanted to pass that Bill in that session itself,
Then there was a suggestion in this House that the Bill
gxou]d be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon,
I think, Government has rcceived opinions from various
sections of the public. In view of this, do the 'Govern-
ment not feel that a Bill should be piloted in this very
session and get it through s

Shri Syed Ahmad Ali (Minister ): As I have said a bill

will be introduced in this very session, Unfortunately, the
Bill which was introduced in the last session lapsed due

td? dissolution of the House,

Stri Prabin Kumar. Chaudhury s I waat to know from
the Chief Minister whether it is proposed to delegate more
power to the Mahkuma Parishads. If so, why it is not
given to the Mahkuma Parishads now ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sigha (Chief Minister) : Tt is under
consideration.

Sbri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know whether the

stksestions received from various quarters have been ex-
amined ¢

Shri Syed Ahmad Alj (Minister) : These aré being examined.

Re : News letter on scarcity of Cement
in Assam

Sreemati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
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+7. Will the Minister-in-chzrge of Supply be pleased g0 g

state-—

(a) Whether the attention of the Government has been

drawn to news letter written by the Trade, Adviser, Qsean
Government Calcutta in Assam Tribune in connection
with cement scarcity and allotment of Railway wagon ¢
(b) If so, what action Government has taken in the
matters raised by the Trade Adviser ?

Shri Mahitosh Purkayastha (Miaister, Supply ) replied s N
(a)—The attention of Government has been drawn to a
letter to the Editor from the Trade Adviser and Director
of Movements, Government of Assam, Calcutta as publis-
hed in the 10th April issue of the Assim Tribune.
(b)—The matter of movement of cement in larger quan-
tities into Assam has been taken up with Goversment of
India at the bighest level with the result tha: 5! bl:)c‘.f,-
rakes of cement have been allocated to the State for b il
month of May, 1472. |

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : The Miaister, i1 Ais

reply has said that 51 block-rakes have bzen allotted to e
State. May I know ho
by now ?

Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha, (Minister) : According to ta®
latest report about 30% of
In order to see that the

Vo many wagons have besn 1S seived

the block-rakes have wmoved.
rest of the block-rakes are exps-
dited I have sent the Secretary, Supply to Deihi to take
up the matter With the Government of India.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Goverament has asked

the Railway authority to 1lift the consumer goods viz

o

foodstuff, medicines, cement etc. May I know whether.
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the Coycrnment has recommended any priority ¢ If - so,
ghat is the  list of priority ? e
Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha (Minister) ; We have given first
priority to foodstuff and second priority to cement.

Datom w9l SR AT 5aFAA (BB AOR LawE, (9UB I/ 33
5% wq©  I@ie (qeAle [FEaea A1 2

HaPely 7erer (@) ah sgARE I =me =i @IAtaR
cow 473 fard  ofR fifze araml (ARl 27 |

Sgata vm wq P SgEEE @siia e [ e @ 2

ety srsEE (1) ¢ 2@ @t Repr R sfosie =
T Iffesre witd sigAga sfars) | ;

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ¢ Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has
mentioned about the quantity of commodities. .My question
is-the Government might bave asked for priority of wag-
ons, f so, what are the ~pumbers ‘of wageons 'the State
Government has réceived so far from:the: railway authority ?
Shri- Mohitosh Purkayasthya ' (Minister) : We have:received

‘abont 50%. 51 - block-rakes ~ have been (ailocated | for:the
State Government.

Shrimati-- Renuka Devi Barkataky : ' Whether; the:Govern-
ment of Assam is satisfied - with their requirement of wagons
and placing:of wagons by the Government 'of India.

Shri Mohitosh' Purkayasthya (Minister) :  We ‘are ‘nat satified.
That we have deputed our-Secretary, Supply to Delhi for the
purpose, ‘and  ‘prior to his - visit, I have porsonally- ‘visited
Delhi and ‘have taken up the niatter ' with ‘the - Minister  for
Industrial ‘Development and  also with'the Railway' Minister.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What ‘reply they gave ?

Shri Mohitosh Purkayasthya (Minister) ; They assured us that
our full requirements would be met. I can'assure you
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that so far as the cement is concerned, there would b_E

no scarcity in Assam, o
Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury : What is the price of ce-
ment in the open market.

Shri Mohitosh Purkayasthya (Minister) ; The price of cement

is cnntrolled by the Government and its price is Rs. 12.62p
Shri Probin Kumar Choudhuri: But the cement is sold at
Rs. 20/- per bag.

Shri Mohitosh Purkaysthya (Minister): That is black-market
price and I hope the hon. Member will not encourage thisw/
Sreemati  Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, the contents

of the letter published in the Paper show the sad state of

affairs in the government and it also shows asto why they
have failed to procure wagons.

Shri Mohitosh Purkayasthya (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this
letter relates to the period from January, February and March,
After March, the situation has considerably improved, I,
personally visited Delhi twice and I have discussed 5l
matter with the Industrial Development Minister as well

as with the Railway Minister, and things have improved to
a great extent, If not to our entire expectation ; but it

has definitely improved since then. Our Chief Minister
has also written a letter to the gevernment of India and
at the official level, our Supply Secretary has also gone to
Delhi for the purpose. The situation has improved.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi ¢ The Hon, Minister hag-
said that during his visit to Delhi, the Government of In-
dia assured to give more cement for Assam : may I know

whether that has been implemented by the Government
of India till now ?
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Shri Mohitosh Purkayasthya (Minister): That assurance is
®eing implemented ; all the wagons could not be moved,
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: My question is the letter
published in the Paper mentions about the priority of
wagons and therefore commodities were to be brought

to the State on priority basis. [f the wogons are not allo-
wed to move, what is the meaning of this kind of _assur-

ance ¢
Shri Mohitosh Purkayasthya (Minister) ; Sir, I have already

said that since April, the situation has improved but not
Ez our expectation. We are persuing this matter vigerously
and we hope in the next 3 months there wili be no sea-
rcity of cements in Assam.

Re : Clinical Bus for the Veterinary College Gauhati

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :

*8. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
1o state—

(2) Whether a clinical bus has been placed at the disposal
of the Veterinary College at Gauhati ?

(b) If so, for what purpose ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Agriculture} replied :
(a)—Yes.

(b)—For movement of students to the rural areas for atten-
ding various clinical cases and for study under field con-
ditions,

SHri Mal Chandra Pegu: Do not the Government know
that this bus is utilised by the Principal for marketing etc ¢
Shri Upendra Das (Minister) ¢ Sir, the bys is utilised for

the movement of students to the rfural areas for atlending
various clinical cases and for going to the villages for doing
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-

investigation and other official purposes and« also to examme
the cattles. The vehicles is mot by the Principal for his o™
purpose ; ' it'is utilised for the students only.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu: Will the Minister enquire as to how
this bus is utilised by the Principal ?

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister ): I will enquire into 'the
matter,
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properties ec-««r----- and may alco engage in trade or polities
but if one of his .existing profession interferes with the
primary duties of mouzadar, the Deputy Commissioner shall
consider in consultations with the Commissiones whether the
mouza should be refained in his office.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : They are termed as Governmentﬁ_,
. —

servants, how Government can define it otherwise ? B
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Re ! Election of representative to the Gauhat;j

Municipality

Sremati  Renuka Devi' Barkataki asked
x10. Will the Ministér-in-charge Municipal Administration
be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government has taken any step to hold Elec-
tion of the representative to the Gauhati Municipality ?
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(b) Ifso, when the Election will be held ?
(c) Whether the voter list has been prepared ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Municipal Administration)
replied : :

(@)—No. Because it has been proposed to set up a
Municipal Corporation at Gauhati.

(b) & (c)—Do not arice, in view of reply to (a) above.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, there was an One
Man Commission appointed by the Chaliha Govvernment.
May I know whether that Commission has submitted its 1‘&:13335’tS
and what is the financial involvment on that Commission

Shri Syed Ahmed Alj (Minister) s Sir, I could not follow
the point.

Mr. Speaker : He wants to know about the One man
Commission, '

Shri Syed Ahmed Al (Minister) : If the hon.member give
a fresh notice I shall be able to give the details. -
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We want to know whether a
Commission was instituted ? If so, what is the financial
involvraent ?  Whether any report has been submitted by
the Commission to the Government ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) 8 These things are not
with me now.

Shrimati Renukadevi Barkataki ; Whether the representa-
_tive are elected or nominated ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister): They are elected. r
Re § Positing D, I. of Schools
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :

#11. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state —
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(a) The names of the Deputy Inspector of Schools staying
in their circles for more than three years ?

(b) Why they were allowed to remain in the same circle
for more than three years ?:

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied 2
(a)—The names of the Deputy Inspector of Schools staying
in one circle for more than 3 years are given below—
(1).Shri Chakbul Xayung, Deputy. Inspector of Schools,

Majuli.
(2) Shri  D. P. Chakravarty, Deputy Inspector of Schools,
Dhubri.
(3) Shri Nagen Ch. Das. Deputy Inspector of Schools,
Tinsukia.
(4) Shri R. K. Barpujari, Deputy Inspector of Schools,
Golaghat.
. (5) Shri Tilak: Ch, Das, Deputy Inspector of Schools,
: Goalpara.
(6):Shri Joshua Rongpi, Deputy Inspector of Schools,
Halflong.

(b)—In the interest of public service, they were allowed
to remain in same circle for more than'3 years.

Shrit Mal Chandra Pegu ¢ How long each of them are
there in their respective services

Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Minister) : Shri C, Kayung
at Majuli from 25.1.65. Shri R. K. Barpujari at Golaghat
from 13.3.69, Suri J. Rongpi at Haflong 25.10.65, Shri
Tilak Das at Goalpara from 5.11.68, and Shri M.C. Das

at Tinsukia from 5.11.69.
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu: What is the special consider-
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ation for which they were kept in a place for more than

10 years 9 S
Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Minister) : It has already
been replied in answer to question (b).

Re ;: Demand made by the State Transport
Workers’ Union

Srreemati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked s

#12. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased
to state— i
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Assam State Transport
Workers” Union has demanded to set up an enquiry Com-
mittee to go into the alleged corruption in the Assam
State Road Transport Corporation ? '

(b) Whether it is a fact that the Corporation has incurred
huge loss this year ?

(c) If so, whether Government has agreed to set up en-
puiry Committee to go into the allegations 3 5
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister Transport) replied
(a)—No such demand has been made to Government by
the State Transport Workers’ Uaion,

(b)—~Government have no information as the audited balance
Sheet and the profit and 1loss account of the Corporation
for this year has not yet been finalised. A net loss of
Rs. 1,07,25801 was, however, sustained by the Assam
State Road Transport undertaking in the year 1969-70. |
(c)—The State Government have already ordered an enquiry
into activities of the Assam and Meghalaya State Road
Transport Corporation.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ¢ What is the terms of reference ?
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Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Minister) : It includes al]
aCtivities. :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 3 There must be some terms
of reference. We also want to know under what act or
provision  the Enquiry Committee was constituted ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister) : Under clause
36 of the Road Transport Organisation Act, 1950.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: What are the terms of re-
ference ¢

SH¥i Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister): I have already
said that it includes all activities.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : The Minister has said that
there was no demand from the employees’ side, Is Govern-
ment aware of the fact that there are two organisations
namely State Transport Workers’ Union and State Transport
Werkers Association and they submitted a memorandum
to ghe Government and adopted a resolution demanding
imimediate enquiry into the affairs of the Corporation,
Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Minister) s I have already

stated here that no such demand has been made by the
Workers’ Union,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: At whose instance the Commis-
sion was instituted ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister) : It is Government.
Shzi Atul Chandra Saikia: Whether the Commissjon can
make recommendation under the existing. terms of reference 9
Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Minister) ; Yes sir, when
they can submit report they can submit recommendation also.
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : The reply given by the
Minister require a little clarification, Firstly, the loss which
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the Minister has reported is Rs, 1.7 crores/fand odd. This
Joss was incurred not when the Organisation was a Corpofa-‘
tion but prior to that when it was a Department of the
Government. Section 36 of Corporation Act under which tbe
present Eaquiry Commission has been appointed that
cannot go into the affairs oaly of the Corporation. Whet-
har Government has involved any ways means so as to
bring in the earlier period also in the purview of the
Government and without that probably the Commlssmn 1s
not in a position to give correct and helpful picture to the
House and to the Government.

Shre Harendranath Talukdar ( Minister ) ¢ Sir, I think in

coures of the enquiry they will take into account that point
also.

Shri Dulal Chandra, Barua : But they cannot go beyond the

frame work of the Corporation that is why I am aSkmg
about the terms of reference.

Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Mmlster) ¢ I have stated

that all the activites of the Corporation will be enquired
into.

Shri  Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : The Corporation came
into being on 31st March, 1971 but the loos occured earlier
to that. Moreover, though the Corporation has stepped into
the shoes of the department from the 31Ist of March, 1070
yet so far as the actions of the Government departmcnf is
concerned they are mot covered under section 36 of the
Transport Corporation Act.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ; Sir, as the
hon. Members have referred to the terms and reference etc,



1972 | QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 29

saying whether it covers all the cases or not, we shall look
into the matter.
UNDISPOSED STARRED QUESTIONS
( To which oral answers of question Nos. 13, 14, 15 & 16
vere not called for want of time. However " written
aswers deemed to have been laid on the table as follows )
R

e : Employees in the office of the Sibsagar Regiona]
Transport Authority at Jorhat

hridVial Chandra Pegu asked :

3. Will the Minister-in-chage of Transport be pleased to
ie— |

) How many office Assistants serve in the office of the
bsagar Regional Transport Authority at Jorhat ?

) If so, who are they ?

- How long they are in the office of the gaj

d Regional
Ansport  Authority ?

Whether their posts are transferable to the other branch

ces of the Deputy Commissionsr of Sibsagar District ¢
Whether Government propose te hold an enquiry as
1€ property acquired by these office Assistants in different
1es during the period of theijr serving in the above office ?
Whether Government propose to hold an e

Ttain  the property acquired by the presen
1spc%rt

nquiry  to
t District
Officer, Jorhat and the present Motor Vehicle
ector of Jorhat in different names ?

Harendra Nath Talukdar (

Minister, Transport, etc.)
ed 3

There are 4 (four) Assistants in the office of the Secre-
Regional Transport Authority, Jorhat.
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(b)—1. Shri Ashraf Hussain, U.D.A. 'I"S_’r ’

2. Shri Kanta Das,L.D.A.
3. Shri B. Kr. Saikia, L.D.A.
4. Shri G. C. Dutta, L.D.A.

(c)—1. Shri Ashraf Hussain, U.D.A., since 1972.

2. Shri Kanta Das, L.D.A., since 1972.

3. Shri B. Kr. Saikia, L.D.A., since 1969.

4. Shri G. C. Dutta, L.D.A., since 1969.
(d)—No.
(e)—Government have no proposal at present to hold such
an enquiry.
(f)—Government have no such proposal at present.

ke 3§ Veterinary Sub-Centre at Panbesha

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

#14, Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be plea-
sed to state—

(a) Whether the Government have decided to establish a'
Veterinary Sub-Centre at Panbesha in Sibsagar Subdivision
which is flood-affected area with high catile mortality ?
(b) Whether the construction of the said Sub-Centre will
begin during this budget session of the Assembly ?

Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer (Minister, Livestock and Veterinary)
replied

(a)—No. ,
(b)—Does not arise. :

Re: Withdrawal of Motor “A¢cident Claim Cases
from District Judges

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :
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%15, Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased
% state—

(2) Whether it is a fact that the Governmet has whithdrawn
the Motor Accident Claim cases from the District Judges ?
(b) The name of the authority who takes up accident claim
cascs ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Transport) replied :
(a)—Yes.

(b)-——The Member, Motor Accidents Claims Tribunal who
15 also acting ®s the Presiding Officer, State Transport App-
ellate Tribunal,

Re: Issue of Fitness Certificates for Vehicles

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu aaked 3

«16, Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased
to state—

@) Whether it is a fact that unless extra remuneration

are paid to the D. T.O. and M. V.I. by the owner of
the Vehicles fitness certificates are not furnished to the ow-

ners of the vehicles ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to conduct an en-
quiry in this regard 2 ‘

(c) Whether any other agency other than D. T. O. and the
M. V. 1. can be entrusted upon to issue fitness certificates
0 the vehicles ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar {Minister, Transport) replied :
(a)—Government have no information.

(b)—Does not arise.

(cy—There is no provision in the Rules at present.
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alukdar (Minister-in charge of Tran-



19725 ADJOURNMENT MOTION 33

withdrawal of the Motor Accident Claim Cases from
«the respeetive District Judgcs.

(b)—The matter is under examination.

Adjournment Motion

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi : Mr. Speaker, Sir, under
rule 56 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in the Assam Legislative Assembly, we beg to move the

following motion for the adjournment of the House. This
\touse do  now adjourn to discuss the situation arising

ut of the demonstration in front of the Assembly by
the workers, peasant, woman, students and youths of Assam
demanding implementation of the peoples’ mandate in the

election.  =amy wredigl =ife =ewa [fon 5135+l zrsraetacal
afis afefifdE @ [T e ey ol afe,s FGats
e FRAA 53T esw wid wARE Wiz | W 3few
wia RE) wes A% BHS ewig Bfie sfRT AR, emys wiEd
RifRve @brets =fdn wel wfic awir Bara w31 @l w12 0
ggtel fifdste fagg (A @3 A% wfas ewig Sy a9 fars (oA
T il fRacne wfeArss ozl W12 wiR R AR w@ifE @i
kAl TWee @3 Aol Bl @BAB AEEAT BET oHE | R[eEes
«zore wifn @Al @ yArEed «@ifd et %utw sy o3
st fifsare @y (1 fRge eefd w91 (g o2 Rare R
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fraziFE 2igde s SgF  oediat ¥ Aol Ffe e RFIE
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister Parliamentary Affairs) s Sir,
as regards the admissibility of the motion I would like
to submit that the ingredients which may justify the
moving of the adjournment motion is wanting. The adjourg_;
ment motion may be discussed if the matter is definity,
But here what is the matter and how it is definite ?
And, again, the matter must be very specific. Now, the
Homwble Member in moving the adjournment motion has
said that the people’s mandate - ..

Mr. Speaker : The first thing to be seen is Whether
there is a demonstration outside, :

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister Parliamentary Affairs) 3
I am coming to that, That must be very specific. But
what the Hon'ble Member has said is not definite =it is
very vague. There was one election manifesto no doubt
but in moving the adjournment motion this is not defini-
tely discussed here. Now, what are these election mani-

E
|
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festo ? That must be discussed. We also do not know
What is this election manifesto. It was mentioned as
people’s mandate. We do not know of any people’s man-
date, only we know of Party mandate. What does the

Hon’ble Member mean by saying people’s maandate that
is also not mentioned.

Mr. Speaker ¢ Mr. Gogoi, my information is that there

is no demonstration here as you have said. Can you
say definitely that there is a demcnstration ?

Siri Promode Chandra Gogoi: Sir, all the demonstra-
tors have arrived in Shillong and somebody have already
arrived in front of the Assembly. The others are comin z.
&= v frg () © 4w SiedT, [l ASrEfre ey 3ars
Tt 917 w0 ee (bl Not in order =R «Sts| w1 definjte
fRag 23 =ifsrs people mandate 3wt (131 tarz | Sir, it is not in
order. It is not a definite subject, people’s mandate covers
a wide range of snbject, that is not one subject, one specific
aub_]ect it has no recent origin, therefore it is notin order.
G1Z IR @BRH AL w91 Q@B @B specific Fag
%9 @iifig «(e @zi5i Recent origin 579 | @@ fRais af  wiaacs
&@ies Not in order wig=1 thica RRRaiis w193 1@ wuff wifim s&0s
foifite <2 Rale <A @ Sredar wgafs  fum 98 omd wfis
AN (Sfoat 2 AN AT @Tw N T Ao was e
GR TwHy A% 29 |
emw & SN P @ A (AR YW AT ww 93(5| definite
Matter z7 @ifiq @i zasl people’s

mandate defiinite sz
There may be different issues and

differsent programmes,
afe @3 Motion Gt B peopls mandate. In peoples
mandate there may be 100 items, There is a definite mtter

to implement those promises given during the election
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and what is the particular issue ? : The issue is. the demons-
trations of all sestirns of the people of Assam in Shillo¥g-
That is the definite issue
That is the definite issue and we have moved this
Adjournment Motion on that definite matter and defiiite
issue. Mr. Speaker, Sir, regarding the suggastion made
by the Chief Minister we agree with the Chief Minister
that he should receive the memorandum to be submitted by
tie demonstcators at 12.30 P. M. because he will have to

place the budget, and on that assurance we may not pl@bs
our Adjournment Motion.

Mr. Speaker ¢ The Adjournment Motion is not placed.
Cailing Attention :

Shri Promode Chandra Gogois Mr. Speaker, Sir, under
Rule 54 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in Assam Legislative Assembly I call the attention of the
Minister, Industries, to the news item appearing in the
Assam Tribune dated 15th May, 1972, under the capuo}«
“Bongaigaon  Project deprivation of local “candidates”,

which is a matter of urgent public interest and needs imm-
ediate intervention of the House.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I only request the Minister that
he will give his statement that the proposed headoffice
of the Bongaigaon Petro Chemical Project is established at
Bongaigaon itself. The proposed head offize s at presznt
at Gujerat. The Government of Assam should per_;ua}'i’é
the Government of India to establish the azad  office of
that particular project within the State of Assam. Op that
issue also I want a clear stand and a clear statement from
the Industries Minister.
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‘w=Shri Md. Idris (Minister, Incustries) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
ncwspaper report mentioned by the Hon’ble Member as also
tbe various other rcports, letters, commenis etc., about this
matter of employment ir the Bongaigaon Project, published in
the newspapers in tlis State from time to time, have been
receiving your serious consideration.

We took up this matter with the Indian P tro-Chemical
Corporation Ltd. and on the basis of the reply received

®irom it, issued a press statement on 17.5.72, which was as
follows :

“In the context of various reports in the newspapers
in this State about the employment policy of India Petro-Chem-
icals Corporation Limited in respect of the Refinery-cum-
Petro Chemical project at Bongaigaon, the State Goverment
took up this matter with this Corpo;‘ation,

This Corporation has now clarified that the advertisement
Tissued Projetc and the interviews held by it so far relate
to only the Gujerat Preirct. It has also assured the State
Governmentthat it ~ would follow both in letter and in spirit
the guidelines lzid down by the Central Government in the

matter of recruitment for the Bongaigaon Project.
It is hoped that this would clarify the present position

about this matter.”
Sir, both myself as well the Chief Minister have

Mlso taken up this question of employment as also the related
questions of location projects head office within Assam and
advertisement of jobs in local newspapers with the Govern-
ment of India. ~

I assure the Hon’ble Minister, this August House as

«3peech not corrected
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also our people, that the Government share their anxisty
and concern about this vital matter of employment, and &

would continue to take all possible steps for protecting the
legitimate interests of the people of this Statc.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi : Mr., Speaker; Sir, may I
know from the Minister whether the Government of India
has agreed to set up the Head office of Bongaigaon Refi-
nery-cum-Petro Chemical Project within the State ?

Shri Md. Idris (Minister) : Ihave already stated that we
have taken up this matter with the Government of India, but

so far we have mnot received assurance form the Gowern-
ment of India. But shall pursue this matter.
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the Committee on the petitions
( Point of order ) \ L
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢ =iy 531 =f2(32
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Announcement by the Speaker—Panel of Chiirman
ir. Speaker ; As regards item No. 4, I shall now anagy \/n-
‘ce the names of the nominated members : -
Under rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly, I nomina-
te the following Hon. Members to constitute the Pancl of

Chairmen for the current Session of the Assembiy ;
1. Shri Md. Umarudgdin,

2. Shri Ataur Rahmamn,
3, Shri Soneswar Bora.
4, Shri Pitsing Konwar.

Report of the Committee on Estimate and tho
Committee on the petitions (Point of order)

(The Secretary, Assembly, rose tolay the reports)
Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah: Mr. Speaker Sir, on a

- el o W
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the Committee on the petition
( Point of order )

¥
point of order Undsr rule 220 (1) of the rules of procedure

and conduct, of business of the Ass.u - Legislative Assembly
the report of a committee shall be presented to the Assembly
by the Chairman or in his absence by any member of the
Committee. Here in no way it should be layed by the
Secretary of the Committee on behalf of the Committee.

Mr, Speaker : I will lock into this.
whi Md. Umaruddin: Mr. Speaker Sir, under rule 221
bf the rules of procedure and conduct of business of the
Assam Legislative Assembly, the Speaker may, on a request
being made to him and when the Assembly is not in sessi-
on, order the printing, publication or circulation of a report
of a Commilitee although it has not been presented to the
Assembly. In that case the report shall be presented to
the Assembly during its next session at the first convenient
.rcipportunity.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : This cannot cover.

Mr. Speaker : I shall place it tommorow.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah : Sir, you have been given
an ‘exalted position, but there is something going on in
our Assembly Secretariat which is not convenient for func-
tioning the democratic form of Government. $ir, I want if
you kindly allow us to have a full scale discussions about
“the Assembly Secretariat.

RAeraiw b A0k o wHwm WIWT, AANF AwA; HaF@ ofedaiz
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wioifd weiffce &l @B wem aza 3fRF A1 3l AHiwsa

wragal [Repemel (2 AR @2 Arwe @1 (Sfeare st oid  sfad
A1 !
Mr. Speaker ¢ I will discuss itin my chamber.

Re: l'\/lteztmber*= Contact with the Minister

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah Sir, I want to draw theatt-
ention of the hon’ble Chicf Minister to very Important ma-
tter concerning to the administration officialy genearly wve
feel that we should not interfere or intervene in the aﬂ‘airs
Of ‘the administration. Sir, at least we must get a reply
from the Minister to Whom we submit our representation.
On matters of Public 1mportance the Minister has no
courtesy even to do it. From this we can Well imagine
how taie admmlstrdtlan is functioning. So, I request
the hon’ble Chlef Mlmster to look into this matter beca-
use we expect somet}:un0 constructive from the Mlmsters

But they even do not care to reply to the representation maqg :
by the hon’ble Members.

Sreemati Renuka Devi Borkataki° When we write lette-
rs to the Ministers or Chlef Mlmster, we do not find the
Teply in t1me On the other hand Sir, we are hum1i1a~
ted in the pubhc eves due to the publication of a statement
of the Chijef Minister in the newspaper. It has been sia-
ted in the newspaper that Chief Minister did not find tu:ne
to attend his office works due to the visits of M. L. As to

request him tor transfer, pl'OlIlOthll etc. of the officers.

Mr, Speaker: You will get ample time
discussion to participate in ‘such discussion.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : * Sir, we want a catego-
rical reply.

in the budget
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Mg. Speaker ¢ As I have told, you will have a;ai}pi-e scope:
to discuss the same in budget discussion. L
Shri Dulal 'Chandra Barua : Sir, what action :the” Chisf
Minister .proposed to.take » I want a reply,
Mr. Speaker.: Let the Budget Speech be distributed.
{Budget speech was then distributed).
Presentation of the.Budget For The Year
1972-73

My. Speaker, Sir,

Before presenting the Budget estimates for the year
1972-73, I would like to mention with great sorrow the irre-
parable loss due to the demise of some illustrious and worthy

sons of our ceuntry who Icft us during the previous
year. Shri. Sri Prakasa, an educationist, journalist and

- politician. was a former Governor of Assam who would
be long remembered for his great services to our State.
Fie was a Member of the Constituent Assembly éud also
the High Commissioner for India in Pakistan. He was
also a Union - Minister for two . terms. A great freedom
fighter, Shri:Sri - Prakasa was imprisoned four times, We
also mourn' the sad demise of Prof. D. R.  Gadgil, former
Deputy Chairman of the . Planning Commission, Shri G.M.
Sadiq, former Chief :Minister of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ds. Binodanada . Jha, former. Chief Minister of; Bihar, A
g?éat scientist: of our country, Dr. V. A. Sarabhai, Chair-
man of «the ~Atomic Energy = Comamission, - also left | us
when  the country :-was in the greatest need of ‘his services.
It was his ‘devoted. work:-that; brought India  into -the map
of space research. “The  passing away  of Shri Tara San-

~
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kar Bandopadhyaya, a noted Bengali writer, is a ghuat
Joss to the literary world.

We also mourn the death of Shri S. M. Dev and
Shri Durgeswar Saikia, former Ministers of Assam, who
rendered valuable service to the people of our State in
different spheres. We miss from our midst to-day a popular
leader and a former M.L.A., Shri Ram Prasad Choubey,

who was associated with many labour activities. Shri

Ghanashyam Das, a noted Kabiraj, a freedom fighter and
a political worker, who was a Member of this Assemb‘.y
1s no longer with us. Shri Wilson Reade, a leading Khasi
leader and a former Member of this Assembly passed away
during this period and we deeply mourn his loss. The
passing away of Prof, P, C. Roy, a leading educationist,
who was associated ail his life with the Cotton College,

Gaubati is a matter of great sorrow for all of us. Shisi

Chandra Phukan, who was well-known in the cu'lt:_r!‘;;;sl

field as a great dramatist and popular actor of the stage
and screen and = Shri Sarbeswar Chakrabarty, another well-
Known artiste of the “stage and screen left us prematurely
during this period. Shrimati Chandra Prabha Saikiani,
who was 3 distinguished social worker and who was recently
honoured with the awatd of Padma Shree in recogrition
of her valuable service to society also left us during the
period.  Reference may -also be made to the unexpecied

and premature demise of Shri D, Sanjivaya, who was Presi-

dent of the Indian National Congress and who served |

the country in different capacities as the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, Union Minister for Labour and Em-
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-"faloyment, etc. The loss of this dynamic and able politi-
cian who rose to national fame by dint of his hard work
from the Scheduled Caste community is not omly a loss
to that community but to the whole country.

We pay our respectful homage to the memeory of
these great departed Souls. :

As is known to the House, the Budget Estimates
for 1972-73 are being presented under great financial diffi-
Pulties. The ways and means position of the State has
deteriorated recently to such an extent that the State Go-
vernment had to severely restrict the expenditure from
the Consolidated’ Fund. This has naturally caused great
misapprehensions and  serious difficulties to the people.
It will' therefore be necessary to briefly indicate the nature
and genesis - of this unprecedented situation which is a
gnatter of such' vital concérn to the people and this House.

Our State has always been recognised as compara-
tively under-developed with inadequate and inelastic sources’
of revenue but with very large obligatory commitments,
The ' fact that the State is located in one of the most
strategic regions of ‘the country has added to its economic,
polilical and administrative - burdens. Because of its geo-
graphical location and consequent economic backwardness
the State ‘does not get a large  share of the divisible
pool of Central taxes and duties under the Scheme for
devolution of financial resources. It is in recognition of
all these factors that successive Finance Commissions
have been recommending special grants-in-aid to the State
under Article ' 275 of the Constitution to make up the
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shortfall between the revenue gap assessed by the Commi®’
ssion themselves and the share of the divisible pool that
would accrue to the State. Unfortunately, the grant-in-aid
being a fixed amount, the entire burden of finding add-
itional resources to cover the under-assessment of the reven e
gap by the Finance Commission fills on the State Govern-
ment whose ability to raise the additional resources by
increasing . receipts from elastic sources like Sales Tax
and other Taxes is severely limited due to the prevailing}”i
high rate of taxation aand the general backwardaess of
the State.

As the Hon’ble Members are aware the revenue gap
as assessed by the State Government is never fully accepted
by the Finance Commission who make

ment on the basis of certain assumptions regarding recei-

G o i
pts, realisation of arrears, etc,, on an All India basis. In t

fairness to the Finance Commission

that it is difficult for the Commission
standards for different States,

that the Fifth Finance Comm
recognition to the uni
done full justice to
of only Rs,

their own assess-

it has to be admitted
to prescribe different
Still we cannot help feeling
ission have not  given due
que problems of Assam and have not
us they have recommended devolution

195 crores to Assam as against our estimated
requirement of Rs. 321 crores,

The State Government have
as a result been compelled to r

educe investment in the Plan
sectors like flood control, roads, education and health.

We have been compelled also to undertake economy mea-
sures to reduce non

on vital

-plan expenditure even though this has
meant a lower standard of maintenance of developmental
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ochemes financed from the non-Plan Budget. Further mea-
sures of economy are under examination. It is obvious
however, that economy measures cannot by themselves make
good even a significant part of the gap of about Rs. 125
crotes between the revenue gap as assesssd by the State
Government and the Finance Commission.

After the Fourth Plan had started, the financial reso-
urces of the State vis-a-vis its obligatory non-plan expendi-
tte came under regular review by the Ministry of Finan-
ce and the Planning Commission. The Central Govern-
ment and the Planning Commission after thoroughly exa-
mining our resource position vis-a-vis unavoidable revenue
expenditure, came to the conclusion that the additional
revenue gap of the State during the entire Fourth Plan
period would be of the order of Rs, 115 crores. In order
tofenable the State Government to meet that obligatory
ekpenditure, the Central Government also agreed to give to
the State a special accommodation in the shape of a long-
term loan, recovery of which is scheduled to start from the
beginning of the 5th Plan period.

The budget estimates of the State were further re-
viewed in August, 1971 and it was tound that the actual
deficit during entire Fourth Plan period would be of the
oifer of Rs. 165 crores and not Rs. 115 crores as origina-

lly estimated. The Central Government however, did not
agree to raise the level of special accommoda@ion to toe

State from Rs. 115 crores to Rs. 165  crores mainly on
the ground that the additicnal revenue gap arose due to

short-fall in estimated receipts by the State Government
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and expenditure on interim relief and flood  control a4t =
irrigation schemes,

It may be mentioned that grant of interim relief to
the State Government employees has been -moré Or less
imposed upon the State, Government by the Central. Gove:
roment’s grant of similar relief to their employees sarlls
on two occasions. Again, in the conditions prevailing in
our State increased expenditure fon Irrigation and Flood
Control measures, should reasonably be regarded as un&f’??:“"
dable expenditure calling for special accommodation to the
State in all fairness.

In the context of these broad circumstances, it was- |
inevitable that the State’s non-Plan budget should show a
deficit from the very start of the Fourth Plan. The Fourth
Plan started with an initial deficit of Rs. 18.17 crores.
The year 1969-70 ended with a deficit of about Rs. 16-35,—7
crores. The year following ie. 1970-71 had a deficit of

Rs. 15°80 crores. The estimated deficit in 1971-72 is of the
order of Rs, 32-41 crores.

The deficit prior to the Fourth Plan used to be -
covered with over-dr:fts. on the R.B.I. Duriag the Fourth
Plan period the deficit was to be covered by the special
accommodation from the Central Government as mentioned
earlier. But since the sSpecial accommodation did not covef
the actual reveaue gap as explained earlier a fairly largé
amount of over-draft amounting to Rs. 41'65 crores ascum-
ulated on Ist April, 1972 Due to expenditure in the montb
of April, 1972 this figure. went up to Rs. 4550 crores on

May I, 1972 from which date a new scheme for adjust~

Ny R Tk . -
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ment of over-drafts from the Reserve Bank of India was
brought into operation.

¥ Ways and means advances from the Reserve Bank
of India have always been permitted to the States to

provide for the imbalance in the flow of receipt vis-a-vis
expenditure. Fcr Assam the authorised ways and' means

advance to meet such imbalance was fixed at Rs. 3:20
crores comprising of the ordinary ways and means advance
of Rs.0.60 crore and special ways and means advance
of Rs. 2'60 crores. Shortfall in ‘excess of this authorised
jgmount used to be covered by over-drafts on the Reserve
B:nk of India which practice has been in operation all
over the country over the years. The total amouat of
over-drafts taken from the Reserve Bank of India by
various States reached the figure of about Rs. 640 crores
which caused serious concern to the Central Government

as it tentamounted fo an indirect form of defict financing
‘with all the consequential inflationary pressures on  the
ﬂconomy. It is in that background that the Central Go-
vernment decided to bring into operation the Scheme
_from Ist May 1972 based on complete stoppage of any
over-draft by a State Government from the Reserve Bank
of India and limiting their drawals to the prescribed

ways and means advances only. The limit of our aut-
horised ways and means advance Wwas refixed at Rs, 5 crores

as against the original limit of Rs. 320 crores and free over-
iraft facilities from the R. B. I according to need was to-
tally stopped, The immediate repercussion  of such a

drastic change in a long- established system of meeting
budgetary requirement may easily be imagined.
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In addition, a scheme was also started for adjusty.,
ment of accumulated over-draft on ‘eXtremely difficult terms’
and "c.:'on_'c‘iitiéns, In the case of Assam, it has been con-
templated that out of the accu-nulated oyer-draft of Rs. 45°30
crores as much as Rs. 17 crores would be straightwy
deductéd from the receipts payable to the State on account
of its share of Central taxes and duties and plan assistance,
Fifteen percent of the balance amount of Rs. 28 crores

would also_ be similarly deducted in addition. This would g5

moean , that, the State Government . will not only not have’
the facilities of drawing money from the R.B.I. to meet
their immediate pressing requirements due to any imbalance
between receipts and expenditure-specially during the first
few months of the financial -year but also that the amount
payable by the Central Government to the State would stand
reduced additionally to the extent of about Rs, 250 crores.

- Our State which has been runaing ' with a deficit
budget all thege years was as a  result, placed in an
extremely difficult position in meeting even ils immediate
requirements for maintaining day-to-day administration aad
minimum servic to ¢he people: During the month of May,
1972 the State Govérnment had inevitably to limit its maxi-
mum- expenditure g tpe authorised ways and means advance
of Rs. 5 cfor'es, aS N0 amount came from the Govern-
ment of Indig towards * the State’s. share of receipts and i
revenue ‘collection during that part of the year was extre-
mely small. Tt “is i that background that {he extreme
step of limiting 'expenditure"to‘ the barest essentia] min;-
mum only had to be resorted to,
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,](‘ The Stja_te Govémment fuﬂy appreciate the, serious
difficulties created for the commog people by such
a drastic step but they had no alternative in the malter
smcc due to the r1g1d operation of the new system
of ad]ustment of accumulated over-draft and stoppage
of all facilities for temporary accommodation from the
R.B.L the actual ways and means rposition did not
permit any addltlonal -expenditure. ;
w Toe State Government at the highest level took up
with the Government of India the question of some addi-,
tionall te.mporary accommodation to over come the serious
difficulties created by the enforcement of the new . scheme
from. Ist May 1972. With the greatest difficulty the State
Government could obtain a temporary accommodation of
Rs.5 crores only comprising of Rs. 3 crores against expen-
diture earller mcurred in dealing with the Mizo Hills disty-
rbunces and Rs2 crores out of the quarterly payments for
meeting plan crxpcndllture for which the State Government
is entitled to Hcentral assistance. The major part of the
State’s dues on account of plan finance had been adjusted
against the recovery of the over-draft.

‘The State Government have strongly brought to the
notice of the Government of India the unreasonableness of .
djusting as much as Rs 21°50 crores against the tota over
draﬁ of Rs. 45°5C crores in one year as thig may throw the
budgetary s1tuat10n of the State Government completely
ut, of gear. The -Central Government have been pressed .
nstead to adopt a system of recoveriag annually oaly 15
er cent of the deficit. It is confidently hoped that the




52 PRESENTATION OF THE BUDGET FOR THE [ 5th June
YEAR 1972-75

Central Government will find' no difficulty whatsoever
in re-scheduling the recovery of the accumulated over-draft
The budgetary estimates for 1972-73 have been prepared
on that basis:

I may add for information of the Hon’ble Members
that our over-draft as on Ist May, 1972 was Rs.45°50 crores
of which Rs. 28°05 crores was an inevitable over-draft, being
part of the total gap of Rs. 165 crores during the 4th Plan.
period according to the reappraisal made by the Planning
Commission and Ministry of Finance. Out of the balance
of about Rs. 17'5 crorss, it appears that an amount of 1{5
924 crores was dsbited twice against the Government of
Assam by mistake due to some confusion in the adjustment
of bills drawn on the Shillong Treasury and appropriate
action has been taken in consultation with the Accountant
General and the Reserve Bank for recrediting an amount of
Rs. 924 crores to our account.

It will thus bz seen that the actual unauthorg3ed
over-draft amounted only to about Rs. 8 crores.

The State Goverament hav to depend for meeting their
non-plan budgetary requirements on collection of their own

taxes and duties, receipts from the Central Government on |

account of the State’s shares of the Central taxes, market |
borrowings, and loans from the Central Governtment aga- |

inst specific programmes. The limits of public borrowings

are fixed from tims to time by the Central Government

in consultation with the Planning Commission and the

Reserve Bank. On that account, the State Government have
had an outstaading public debt of Rs. 33'67 crores. Repay-
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aent of that loan together with interests is an obligatory

item “of non-plan expenditure. The interest on loan from
the Central Government for non-plan schemes is also obliga-

tory item of revenue expenditure and the amount of such
loan stands at Rs. 10700 crores. Repayment of interest
and principal of the plan loans is also reflected in the non-
plan budget.

The main part of the Plan assistance to the State
Government coms as loan from the Central Government.
A part of this Plan loan has already been paid according to
schedule, but a substantial part of this amount has been
refle-ted in the total loan of Rs. 40100 crores outstanding
against the State Government. Out of the total outstanding -
lo:n of Rs. 401'00 crores, about Rs. 200:00 crores is on
account of Plan loan and Rs. 10700 crores on account of
other central loan ; Rs. 33:67 crores is on account of the
ﬁxthorised market borrowings ; Rs. 15°10 crores represent the
un-funded debt of the State Government on account of
the Provident Fund, efc., Deposits; Rs.5 crores represent
the authorised Ways and Means Advance from the Reserve
Bank and Rs. 38 crores are on account of Reserve Bank
© over-draft, the balance consists of small items due to
L. I C,, etc.

On account of the interest charges on all the out-
Manding loans, a sum of Rs. 18:00 crores had to be paid
in 1971-72 from the non-Plan budget.

The State Government fully appreciate the urgency,
from the national point of ‘'view, of enforcement of strict
fiscal discipline. Although the complete stoppage of any
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over-draft facilties from the Reserve Bank might have caused®
serious immediate difficulty or hardship, it is conceded that‘
in the long run this is sure to prove a blessing in disgui e,
As already explained, the State Government only hope that
the Central Government will find it possible to suitably re-
schediile the recovery with a wiew to ensure that recovery
within a limited period does not cause any serious dislocation
in the State’s budgetary situation vis-a-vis deVelopment and
welfare dctivities. il

In that connection it has also to be accepted 1h"a't“
there is utmost need for the State Government to tighten its
belt and look forward increasingly to progressive develop-
ment their own resources for meeting their obligatory cons—
titutional responsibility towards the people. It will be necessary
in that context to maké a detérmined effort to raise the
State’s own resources and to plug all possible sources off
leakage of public revenue. Very seérious efforts would alea
have to' be made to quickly and progressively reduce the
total arrears on account of various State taxes and duties.

The arrears stood at about' Rs. 13:05 crores on' 31st March
19747

The State Government have already taken necessary
measure to drastically reduce all avoidable expenditure on
any: account.. The- question of deferring expenditure which
does not require any immediate priority will also have o
be taken up rationally. The main objective would be to
match  expenditure with actual receipt so'that a balanced
budget may become ‘a reality: and ‘the question of desperately
trying- to-cover deficits inay not actually arise. A suitable
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}ﬁiority would have to be fixed in allocating funds .for expen-
diture under different heads so that urgent schemes and
programmes for development and assistance to the people
may not have to suffer for lack of resources and the rate of
e:onomic growth is not impeded. :
On account of various loans and advances a total
‘amount of Rs. 1459 crores remained outstanding on 31st
March 1971. ‘Out of this amount Rs. 581 crores represent
h&ns to displaced persons from erstwhile East Pakistan
which had been disbursed by the State Government as agent
of the Central Government. The recovery of such loans and
advances will be credited to the Central Government. The
State Government have already taken a decision to write-off
small agricultural loans given to cultivators during periods
of distress on account of natural _calamiti_es which have
become irrecaverable. After taking into account all these
evelopments, whatever loans and advances remain to be
realised will have to be considered for quick realisation to

provided necessary assistance to the seriously strained budget
of the State Government.

The State Government,; look forward to utmost co-
operation from the people towards the fulfilment of this
objective in the: larger interest of the Sfate’s economy. I
would also  humbly request the hon’ble Members of this
House toexetcise their good offices in creating a suitable
atmosphere: all around in which people may readily come
forward to discharge their liabilities to theit own Govern-
ment in the ultimate interest of the State’s progress and
development.
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As the House may be aware, the Sixth Finance (}0"
mmission is likely to be set up shortly to take into consi-
deration the financial requirements of the State Governments
during the 5th Plan period within the overall scheme of

! devolution of financial resources. Considering the economic
backwardness of the State, the immensity of the social obliga-
tions and the need to take up a dynamic socio-economic
programme for the early removal of proverty and unemploy-
ment, it will be necessary to place the State’s point of vig
before the Commission with utmost care. The strateg‘i'c
location of the State which imposes certain special respon-
siblities and obligations in the larger interest of the country
would also have to be borne in mind in placing the views

and requirements of the State Government before the Finance
Commission.,

I'shall look forward to the valuable assistance and
guidance of this House in dealing with this important niii
tter in due course.

It is needless to mention how profoundly the gene-
ral political and law and order situation in our State has
been influenced by the emergence of Pangladesh as a so-
vereign, -independet Republic on our borders, We have
watched with great interest the determined efforts now
being made by the Bangladesh Government towards rehabi-
litation of thejr shattered economy and restoration of nofs
mal political and social life. The State Government have
readiy come forward to extend maximum assistance to the
Bangladesh Government in thejr great task of rebuilding

their cuntry and resettlement of the large number of eva-
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Wcuces. Bangladesh required immediately some building
materials available in the bordering districts of Assam.
In the same way certain essential commodities like
kerosene, petroleum products; salt, mustard oil, etc., had
to be supplied from our own resources to meet their
immediate requirements pending long-term arrangements
at the national level for regular snpply through established
channels. '

¥ The developments in Bangladesh are expected to
considerably ease our economy in this area. Already a
skeleton river transport service has been started between
Assam and West Bengal operating through Bangladesh.
With the development of a full-fledged river transport
service the pre-1965 position of a relatively cheaper
river transport service to Assam is expected to be
}re—established. It is also expected that through train
communication between Assam and West Bengal via
Bangladesh would be resumed shortly thereby mater-
ially helping to remove our existing transport bottle-
necks.

Since the last session of this Assembly the law
and order situation continues to be, generally satisfactory
except for minor and sporadic agitations, demons-
qrations,  labour troubles in some areas on diverse
1ssues.

The teasion in the Assam-Nagaland border
which has been a matter of serious concern for many
years, has considerably eased following interim agree-
ments reached between the two Governments as a result
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of which a sizeable . part of the .State’s Police Forcgy
could be withdrawn from . the =Assam-Nagaland . Border
thus -enabling . the State Government to return C.R.P.
Battalions itaken.on loan  from the Centre for general
daw and order duties in the State. The -proposed ex-
change  of delegations of legislators from both sides as
earlier . discussed in the House is expected to bring
about a suitable atmosphere in which friendly and Cory
operative -relations  between: the two neighbouring Statel |
could be further strengthened.

The . year. 1971-72 was one of the most crucial
periods . in the history of the country. The country was
subject to acid test on the crucible of international
events.. frought with momentous consiquences viz. the
problem  of —hosting millions of evacuces from Bangla-
desh, the war with Pakistan and the sudden suspensiop}
of economic aid by some powerful countries. But the?
nation emerged therefrom proud and se'f-confident both
economically and politically. The inherent strength of
the eccnomy built up with care and foresight with a
strong  agricultural base together with a wide, diversified
and sophisticated industrial structure, made it possible

to absorb the heavy burdens of the refugee
the war with Pakistan and
of foreign aid.

influx,
the reduction in the flow
i

At the same time some disquieting featyres also

mapifested  themselves in the economy -such as acc-

entuation  of the inflationary pressure, stepping up
of deficit financing, acuteness of the unempioyment
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”g*problem 4 Jlower rate of growth in mdustnq:s and a slight
set-back in -exports, : :

The national income of India at current prices stood
at- - Rs. 31,174- crores in 1969-70 with per - capita
income of of Rs. 589'3 according. to provisibnal -estimate
prepared by the Central Statistical Organisation. Thé
increase in national ' income based on . 1960-61" prices
in 1969-70, was 5'3 per cent ‘compared to i 2'4 per cent

.}Qh 1968469 .and this was only marginally lower than
the - -overall target of growth envisaged for the ' Fourth
Plan, :

~The." real national income in 1970-71 is :‘expected
to- show wan.. increase of 5 to 5.5 per cent over 1969-70.
This emcouraging growth rate is primarily - due to higher
agricultural production. The economy of Assam had also

;KO " share . the - stress and strain -which the national
ecoRomy-had. to bear. | : o '

.The estimate of State income at current: prices
for the present State of Assam has been placed at Rs. 6949
crores in''-.1968-69, : Rs. 684'7 crores in 1969-70 and
Rs.' 7512  crores in 1970-71 the correspoading per
capita income working out Rs. 5134, Rs. 4911 and
Rs. 5231 -at current prices. In 1970<71 the State incom>

~7at 6_0nstant. prices (base 1948-49) increased by only 1°8

{er cent over the previous year. This being below
the population . growth the . per <capita income fell
‘by ‘1:2 per cent over 1969-70 even though the total in-
come and the per .capita income at curpent prices in-

creased over the previous years.
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During 1971-72 the index of general wholesaleyq

prices in Assam ( base 1953=100 ) was 14 per cent
higher than the previous year. Compared to this the
average consumer price index rose by 3°1 percent
from 230 in 1970 to 240 in 1971.

The total outlay for the Fourth Plan of Assam
was initially fixed at Rs. 26175 crores and this was
reduced to Rs. 20600 crores with the creation of

Meghalaya. This outlay is composed of Rs. 182'80&?

Crores as Central assistance and Rs, 23:20 crores as
the State’s contribution. Due to separation of
Mizoram thjs amount will be further reduced.

The Annual Plan for 1971-72 stood at Rs, 4161
crores—Rs. 3530 crores General, and Rs. 6°31 crores
Hills—most of the programimes and schemes included
therein being continuation of activities undertakenz

earlier. The State Government have taken up prepara- -

tion of district-wise and subdivision-wise plans for
the fifth- plan. For this purpose compilation of data
regarding economic conditions and geo-political condi-
tions prevailing in the different regions of the State
is being done so as to achieve rational planning,

For 1972-73, an Annual Plan outlay of Rs,
40:43 crores s Proposed—Rs. 36'68 crores being for
General areas and the balance of Rs,
for the Hill Areas comprising Mikir Hills and North
Cachar Hills Districts. The corresponding outlay for
these Hill Areas during 1971-72 being Rs 3-28 crores,

the current year’s outiay shows an increase of about

375 crores 3

)
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- 14 per cent over last year’s outlay. Central assistance
to the extent of Rs 32'95 crores and State contribution
of Rs. 7°47 crores will make up the requirements of
the Annual Plan for 1972-73,

It is proposed to coustitute a Planning Board
for the State mainly with a small body of experts. It
is expected that a'stauiue experts body like a Plan-
ning Board all the time attending to problems of plan

»f for/mulation and evaluation will considerably help in
according desired priorities to those sectors in the
€conomy which have a direct bearing on the hopes
and aspirations of the common man and in giving due
emphasis of the fulfiim. t of their basic needs in life
within prescribed time limits.

aerical The agricultural sector accounts for half the
- State’s income and provides livelihood for about 72
per ceat of the population. Naturally, therefore, top
priority has been assigned to this sector.

The Government of India have started a five
thousand acre State Farm at Koklabari in Barpeta
Sub-division'on land made available by the State
Government. This will produce improved varieties of
sceds for use in the State. Swmall Faim Development
Agencies have started functioning in (the districts of
Kamrap, Goalpara, Nowgong, Sibsagar and Mikir
Hills. This will provide smal] farmers and marginal
farmers with irrigation facilities, credits, marketing
assistance, etc, Kisan Vidyapiths have been set up in

b R T T R Y R R TR
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all the Subdivisional towns for imparting training in,
modern agricultural methods, s
Special programmes for increasing jule produc-
tion are continuing in 14 Blocts in four districts. In
addition, a special programme: covering twenty-six
thousand acres of land for intensive jute cultivation is
under way in the Nowgong District. Steps for intro-
duction and popularisation of new cash crops, like

cotton, soyabean. ground nut, etc., have also been

taken up. The Assam Seeds Corporation and the St

recently equipped Seeds Testing Laboratory have been
making progress in quality control and introduction
and marketing of high quality seeds.

The State Government also propose to directly
S€t up some Small Agricultural farm units to give
employment to educated youths by associating them
with their implementation for training and experience .-"}

and making over the units to them in due course on
€asy terms and conditions.

The agricultural sector after suffering slight set
back in 196970 when there was a decline in total
Production by 1'6 per cent due to extensive damages
CAERed D YRHO0US "and tin favourablel weather conditions
Staged a  recovery in 1970-71 registering 5°1 per cent

growth. This increase was mainly due to 12 per cent

Iise in the production of food grains which rose

to 2°C7 million tonsg from 1-86 million tons in 1968-69,
But the production of jute dropped from 10°8 lakh
bales in 1969-70 to 9:37lakh bales in 197C-71.
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During 1971-72, production of food grains is
expected to be maintained at the same level as1970-71
despite drought and fleod conditions. In respect of _

jute the production has increased from 9-37 lakh bales
to 11'4 lakh bales,

To raise agricultural productivity it is considered
imperative that the Cultivators are provided with all
inputs and services like fertilizer, quality seeds, irrigation
facilities, etc,, together with adequate credit. For full
development of agriculture in a local area ijke a C.D.

Block it is proposed to set up a service unit which may
have branches in different areas of operation. The
Service Units will associate with their work as many
unemployed youngmen asis possible at different levels.
It is proposed to meet the full financia] requirements
of the service units by drawing funds from the Natjon-
alised Banks to which the crops grown would remain
hypotheticated. The advances made to the farmers
would be guaranted by the State Government.

A detailed scheme in these lines is under pre-
paration for faking up as a Pilot Project as early as
possible, It would be extended to other areas accor-
ding to experience and fund availability.

It is also proposed to set np a large number of
" Small Service Centres with unemployed educated

persons who could be provided with necessary equip-
ments like tractors pumps, etc., either by Government

or by financial institutions with guarantee, if necessary
from the State Government,
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€ o-opera- The Co-operative movement has registered some
tiom, ]

expansion in the field of credit, marketing, processing

and farming, etc. In the year 1971-72 Co-operative

credit showed g considerable increase in share capital

deposits and in membership. At present 136 marketing
Co-operatives are functioning.

30 rice mills, 4 ojl mill
had been set up.

In the field of processing
sand one fruit processing unit

The Assam Co-operative Jute Mills Limited, and
the Co-operative Sugar  Mill at

Barua Bamungaon
have been functioning

satisfactorily. Under the Co-

operative Handloom Development Scheme, 4 housing
colonies have been set y

p in addition to a number of
weavers® sheds,

sales depots, designing and dyeing
centres and 13 Weaving factorijes of industrial weavers.

It is Proposed tg Strengthen the base of the Co-operatiy
S€ctor to ensure itg

greater and fuller participation 5!
the sound and steady

development of the Rural economy.
Pancha-

N The Community Development programme has
Yat an
Commue

: already covered the entire rural population in the
ity Devye-

‘pment, State, with 21 Blocks in the general areas aad 9 in

the Hijl Areas. Ip the general areds, funds have been
mostly transferre g to the Panchayats for direct implem-
entation of the Schemes. In the hill areas, funds haye
been placed at ¢, disposal of the District Councils:
The applied Nutrition Programme sponsored by the

Union Government j, collaboration with UNICEF
and WHO covered jip 1971-72, 32 CD Blocks, 2‘7
being in the general areas and 5 in the hill areas. It is
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* expected that the programme will cover another
5 Blocks during 1972-73. The Special Nutritional
Feeding Programme has been in operation in the State
since the middle of 1970-71. During 1971-72, the
Scheme covered 66,000 beneficiaries and in 1972-73
it is proposed to further expand the scheme.

With a view to develope higher powers of local
au'onomy and its effective exercise with a greater

» sense of participation, it is proposed to amend the
Assam Panchayat Act and bring about major structural
changes therein.

Fishery The State is deficit in the production of fish

to the tune of about 25,000 MT per year. In order
to augment production of fish and improve fish
supply, @ number of Schemes have been taken by
the Department. The Schemes relate to intensive
pisciculture, production and distribution of quality
fish seeds, development of beel and riverine fishe-
ries, assistance to private pisciculturists and fishermen
Co-operatives, applied nutrition programme, marketing
and transport of fish, etc. Establishment of private
fish farms have also been encouraged by giving assis-
tance in cash and kind.

With the recent developments in Bangladesh,
it is expected that due to free flow of border trade
and through rail, road and river communication,
the position of fish supply in many arcas in the State
will register steady improvement.
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To improve the nondescript cattle of the Statd

two intensive cattle development projects have been
taken up. The main object of the schemes is to ensur
supply of semen of exotic bulls for Artificial Insemina
ton work in selected areas covering about 2 lakh
breedable cows. By the end fo 1971-72, seventy five
thousand cows have been covered by the Artificial |
Insemination Programme. For cattle improvement, ;l
the farmers have been assisted either in cash or in®- |
kind for rsaring improved cattle and purchase of
milch animals, To support cattle development progra-
mme fodder farms for multiplication of improved
varieties  of seeds have been set up. For sheep and

goat development, improved breeding goats like Betel,
Barbary and Jumnapari have been introduced.

The Animal Health Centre engaged in specdy |
. - . . - - . ‘lht;
diagnosis and Ivestigation of various diseases hag

been expanded by establishing District Diagnostic
Laboratories,

The milk supply  schemies of Gauhati and
Jorhat have been consolidated snd works on similar
schemes for Tezpur and Cibru arh have been taken
up. The State Government also propose to establish
Poultry and Dairy Units which will be developed
departmentally and handsd over to young entre- -

prencurs who will be associated with the development
from the very beginning.

the field of industrialisation. The momentous dec J
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laration of the Prime Minister in the Parlizment about
the comprehensive crash deal generated new aspira-
tion. Our policy to industrialise our State s being
pursued and the Government have been trying to set
up industries in both public and Private sectors.
Based on local raw materials a few major industrial
projects are in the process of implementation and
they are expected to go into production in the next
three years. The foundation of the proposed refinery
at Bongaigaon and the Associated Petro-Chemical

Industry had been laid by the Prime Minister in | |

January, 1972.

The Assam Industrial Development Corporation
has floated a Company known as the Assam Petro-
Chemical Limited which will set up an adhesive plant
at Namrup based on natural gas. The plant will also
produce methonol and plastic moulding powder. The
Assam Industrial Corporation has also obtained a
letter of intent for a Nylon Filament Plant with an
estimated capacity of 2,10 metric tonnes per year

“which requires an investment of the order of Rs. 8

crores. Feasibility studies of industries, such as
melamine methylmetacrylate  and  petro chemicals

based on the by-products of the Bongaigaon Refinery
are being conducted by the department of Indusiries.

On the basis of Naptha and LSHS produced
in the Bongaigaon Refinery, ancillary petro-chemicals
can be developed. It is proposed to produce 35,000
metcic tonnes of DMT additionally and it would be
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possible to produce therefrom 29,000 metric 'ton%‘?sl

~of polyester fibres, This will. open up new possibil-

ities for textile industries in blended yarns. The Bo-
ngaigaon Refinery is expected to go into production
by 1975, |

The F. C.1 proposes to start a Pewro-
- Cheinicdl Unit at Namrup bastd on' naturdl gas

produced by Oil India Ligited. THé Projecty
designéd to produce Methyl-Metacrylaté antfﬁ have
expoit market.

In viéw of the imménse poss:blhtles of further
employment, etc.. that will acerue to the State from
sich  a sophisticated project, the State, Government
has extended all support to this venture and the
F.C1 has already approached Government of 1112alk

for necessary licence. The Oil Indxa is_also exar )

mining the feasibility of setting up a fau'ly large
LPG Plant in the area.

~ The work. on the Ashoke Paper Mll} Ltd at
Jogx-ghopa. is in pregress. Financial institutions,

like the Industrial Development Bank of India and

the Industrial Credit and Investment ,Corporation

- of India have agreed to -provide a loan of Rs,
15 crores. ‘Local technical petsonnel are being traified
to man -thi§ projeet. With raw matefials available ',
in the State, the Hindusthan. Papér Corporation
proposes to sétup two Paper: Mills il the- districts §
of Nowgong &1d - Caehat. The. State Government |
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are rendering every possible assistance for speedy
establishmeat of these major projects. -

The continued closure of the Associated Indus-
tries has been a matter of great concern to the
State Government and every endeavour is being
made to re-open the Mill. The Cefntral Government
had set up a Committee to investigate the textile
unit of the Associated Industries and the Committees’
report is currently under examination by.the Go-
verament of India. The State Govemment have also

taken up with the Government of India the question
of taking over the Associated Industries.

The Assam Industrial Development Corporation
has received a letter of intent for establishment of a Po-

wer;Tiller Factory in Assam. Two prototype power till-
ers have been imported from West Germany. They are
now under full-scale test and examination. to determine
the type that will suit local conditions. The project
would involve a cost of about Rs. 8 crores. Successful
implementation of this project is expected to help
modernising agriculture.

Work on the Bokajan Cement Factory is in
progress.

The Tea Corporation set up by the Assam Go-
vernment with an authorised capital of Rs, 2 crores
has already been registered and is currentlly studying
the possibility of acquiring some tea gardens.

The Government of India has also agreed to
the establishment of a Second Jute Mill in the State.
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To meet part of our current requirement of .
about 1,00,000 tonnes of sugar per year, a Sugar Mill
with crushing capacity of about 1,250 tons per day
will be established in the district of Cachar.

The State Government have taken up schemes
to promote development of natural talents among the
educated unemployed. Selected unemployed youths have
been given incentives and facilities required for running
small-scale industries. The products manufactured inclil
ude paints, varniskes, rubber moulds, reeled threads bri-
quettes, fabricated steel, Hawai chappals, inks, office
and s hool equipments, electrical accessories and handi-
craft products. It is expected that those young entre-
preneurs will promote entrepreneurship currently in
shortage in the State. '

The Government of India have initiated a scheme o "e
transport suosidy on raw materials and finished goods
produced by the local Industrial Units in respect of
movement east of Siliguri. The Ceatral Government
have also sponsored a scheme of 10 per cent subidy
of the capiial cost of industrial units with an
investment of not more than Rs. 50 lakhs in Goalpara
and Mikir Hills districts.

In addition the State Government have decided
to develop some industrial uaits department lly
associating  therewith educatsd young men with a
view to developing their talents, set them up in the
field and thereafter hand over the uniis to such
entrepreneurs on easy terms aad conditions. -
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Assam is famous for a large variety of
cottage industries including sericulture and weaving.
It is proposed accordingly to take up a large¥sca1e pro-
gramme for regeneration of these industries =and
make them viable economical units. Besides provi-
ding mnecessary enquipments, loans, etc., Government
propose to undertake direct responsibility for mar-
keting of the products at economic prices so that
the producers may be relieved of uncertainty and
risk of marketing and can, as a result, concentrate
on improving their techniques and cfficiency to suit
modern tastes and standards.

The management of the State forests has been'
intensified and 2 additional forest divisions have been
created, one in Lakhimpur Disirict and a working
plan division for the Western Assam Region. The
replacement of poorly wooded areas with manmade
forests has increased by nearly 100 per cent within
the last decade. An increased outlay in Natural
conservation marks another development in the forest

sector. -
Improved protection works as well as tourists

facilities have been provided in Kaziranga, Manas
and otiher sanctuaries that have attracted attention of
world wild life bodies which have come forward to
provide funds and other assistance for theire deve-
lopment.

All forestry activities are labour intensive and

provide empeloyment to a large number of persons
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in primary and secondary activities in both rumal
and urban areas. Though seasonal in its primary
activities a comsiderable number of people are em-
ployed in creation of plantations, construction of
roads and buildings, extraction, transportation and
sale of various forest produce. Industries based on
forest produce employ a large number of skilled
and semit-skilled works on a regular basis. Industri-
alisation of the State would require more and m&g;-’g
of forest materials. :

The State Government accordingly propose
to take up programmes of forest plantation on a
commer-cial basis which while helping the develop-
ment of various industries, will substantially enlarge
the scope of gainful employment and promote econ-
omic growth. The feasibility of obtaining adequa;
financial assistance from institutions like the Agricu-
ltural Refinance Corporation, the I. D. B. Iasetcito
take up worth while programmes in that direction
will be considered.

Soil Co- The main programmes of the Soil Conserva-
nserva=-

ot tion Department relate to land development, terracing

of hill slopes and reclamation of valley bottom lands,
The schemes are being operated mostly. on subsf&?
basis, In addition, anti-erosion = measures such ag
construction of spurs, bunds, afforestation, Grass-land
development, etc., have been undertaken in badly
effected areas. In areas mnot suitable for ordinary
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agriculture, the Department has been sponsoring cash
crops such as Coffee, Black Pepper and Rubber.

Horticultural Dcvelopment and afforestation
schemes have been taken up in suitable hill areas
to wean tribal villages away from jhum cultivation.
Soil conservation works have great em loyment
potential for the rural unempioyed as they can afford
help to people in interior rural areas who are other-
wise unable to earn ‘enough to maintain even a
minimum subsistance. The hill district of Assam
contain large tracts of land which are generally unsui=
table for permanent cultivation. Sich lands and the
local climate are excellent for perennial cash crops
like coffee and the State Government propose to take
up therein large-scale programmes of cash crop cul-
tivation.

During the Fourth Plan, the activities of the
Assam State Electricity Board extended to new genera-
tion projects, drawal of a number of high tension
transmission lines, drawal of substantial length of
medium and low voltage distribution lines and electri-
fication of small towns and villages. The Board has
made a perspective plan for increased generation of
electricity for the decade upto 1980-81, A number
of new projects are proposed to be taken up by the
Board within the ambit of that perspective Plan.

In order to promote rapid economic growth

it is vitally necessary to take electric power to
all the villages in the State, Government is th-
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erefore examining the feasibility of taking power’

to all the villages in the State so that rapid
economic growth can be ensured and maximum
employment poteatial generated in scientific agricul-
ture, industry, haandicrafts, etc.

Housing During the year under review 90 houses were co-
astructed under Low Income Group Housing Schene
and 14 under Middie Income Group Housing 3ch-
em:s. Total advance given on these two account’!ﬂ
comes to Rs. 12,27,000. In addition, the Department
has advanced Rs. 5,62.000 for construction of houses
for labourers. In Hill areis also Housing Loans
have been given to individuals and locai bodies.

To ease the prodlem of housing 1in the
urban areas, the State Government propose to take
financial  assistance from.the RIS @ 'and otne&
institutions for undertaking a large-scale construction
programme for cheap housing. The question of
setting up a suitable Housing Board to take up large-

scale housing  programme is also wunder active

consideration.
;i:;lltll; The Health Department continues to maiantain
Planning steady progress in providing medical coverage and
asn:ip:;';.tcr improving tae quality of services. It is expected tha&i
by the end of the Fourth Plin there will be at

least one Primary Health Centre in every C. D. Block
in the State.

As is known to the House, there are still a

large number of villages in different parts of the

b
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&  State which are suffering from lack of suitable drin-
king water sources. In order that every 'village’ may
be provided with adequate drinking water facilities,
the Central Government have initiated a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme outside the Plan ceiling so that
no village may continue to suffer on that account
after a specified period of time. The State Govern-
ment propose to take full advantage of this Scheme

®  and other existing schemes with a view to imple-
ment a time bound programme to provide suitable
drinking water facilities to all the villages in the State.

:f"loolCl an-' The Flood Control and Irrigation Department
{rel an

irriga- {00k up irrigation schemes from the beginning of
e the Third Plan. Many minor irrigation schemes
have been completed and others are 1in progress,
A niumber of lift irrigation schemes have also been
taken up. The Ilift irrigation schemes at Jagiroad

and Khetri hav: been completed and the Kaliabor
Lift Irrigation Scheme is in progress.

Jamuna is the only medium irrigation scheme
which bas been completed so far. The Barak Valley
Dam Construction Scheme could not so far been taken
up as the Seheme if given effect to, would submerge

« 86,000 acres of land of which 40 per ceat will be

in the Manipur State. Investigation for an alterna:
tive site to avoid or reduce submergence of territory
is going on.

The Brahmaputra Flood Control Ccmmiss.ion
which has been functioning as a separate organisa-
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tion has taken a number of measures for contrgl-
ling the Brahmaputra river and its tributaries accor-
ding to availability of fund, The amount of ex-
penditure necessary for the control of Brahmaputra
aud its tributaries is beyond the resources of the
State. The State Government has been pressing the
Government of India to take over the ~responsi-
bilities for the Brahmaputra Flood Control Com-
mission. -

Except, for a few strikes and lockouts, the
general industrial relation, in the State may be con-
sidered as rpeaceful. Efforts have been made to
enforce all the Labour Legislations in letter and
spirit during 1971-72, The welfare activities under-
taken by the Department continued to progress,
They are proposed to be intensified in 1972-73. 4

The welfare schemes for the large body of
workers in the Tea Industries like Provident Fund,
Insurance, Pension, etc., have been making steady
progress. The Tea Industry workers have been
brought under a more beneficial pension scheme
under a programme sponsoied by the Central Go-
vernment. The scheme covers 4,87,000 labour mem-
bers and 9,000 staf members and provides a famdyy
pension of Rs. 40 per month and a lumpsum of
Rs. 1,000 to the family of a member if the member
dies while in service and had put in two years mem-
bership in the fund,
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~ ®mploy- The problem of unemploymentis growing more

meat  .nd more acute despite growth of the gconomy in
diverse directions. In Assam the problem has been
aggravated by a high rate of population growth and
inflow of job-seekers from outside the State. While
the precise unemployment situation, among the
rural population, has not so far been adequately
assessed, the Employment Exchange statistics provide

L some broad indication of the size of the problem.

The number of job-seekers in the State regis-
tered on 30th June, 1971 was 82,366 as against
68,717 on 30th June, 1970. Out of this educated job-
seekers, i.e., matriculates and above, accounted for
24591 on -30th June, 1971 compared. to 19,625 on
30th June, 1970.

2 Total employment in the organised sector
increased from 7-50 lakhs on 30th Jume 1970 to 7'62
lakhs on 30th June, 1971. This increase was ma-
inly - due to increased employment opportunities in
the public sector.

Government is anxious to ensure that against
all employment opportunities generated either, in the
public or private sector, the claims of the local un-

g * employed: . are  given. topmost consideration by all
concerned. “The Employment Review Committee of
the Assembly visited various industries ~and under-

takings and impressed upon - the employers the need
for giving maXimum employment benefits to the

local unemployed youths. Though, the, rate of job
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opportunities has been less as compared to the in="
crease in the number of unemployed, there has

been a noticeable increase in the number of local

unemployed persons absorbed against jobs in  diffsr-

ent parts of the State.

The need to apprecisbly increass job oppor-
tunities through employm:it oriented development
schemes has bee.n keont in view ig formulating Gover-
nment’s economic Programmes, .

Craftsmen Institutional training facilities for training of
ainiig craftsmen have been progressively increasing irom
1416 in the First Plan to 3756 seats at the commen-
cement of the Fourth Plan,

Under the Apprentice Training Scheme, 488
seats were allocated upto December, 1971 in diFerent
public sector underlakings in the State. 397 short- "
term and 172 full-term apprentices have so far su-
ccessfully completed the prescribed course  of train-

ing facilities so as to achive a target of 500 seats
by the end of the Fourth Plan.

It is proposed to conduct extemsive studies on
technologically advanced work patterns in employment
oriented operations so that more and more local
young men can be involved in remuneretive work y
programmes suitable to their aptitude, physical con-
ditions, and employment expectations.

Educati- Education at all levels has been progressing
s steadily. At the primary stage more and more
schools have been taken over every year so that free
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primary education can be available to all children
in the State. This programme is expected to be
completed in about four years.

‘Goverament policy,

In pursuance of a
schocls in Tea Garden areas are

being progressively brought under the REieme entary
Education Board.

Education has been made free upto the end
of the middle stage ftor both boys and girls, Train-
ing facilities for teachers of both primary and
dary schools have been increased. Besides,

secoin-

teacher’s
workshops and seminars are being organised by

various agencies like .the State Institute of Science,
the State Institure of Education and the bo’\rd of
Secondary Education.

While the State Institute of Education was started
quite sometime ago, the State Institute of Science
has been established only recently and is now fun-
ctioning in full swing making arrangements fer better
Science education in the Schools of the State. The
two Universities have been given appreciable funds
for running the postgraduate departments and for
facilities of higher research. A Post-graduate Depart-
ment in Physics has been opened in the Cotton
College as well.

The Government do not encourage unplanned
growth of TColleges and other educational institutions.
Government have decided in principle to bring over
to the deficit system, some of the non-deflcit col-
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leges in the phased manner but the progress [
depend on availability of funds.

Another important project taken wup is the
preparation of the Assamese encyclopaedia by the

Publication  Board, with financial assistance from
the State Government.

The crash programme on evaluation of text
books has already been duly completed. A Corpor-
ation called the Assam State Text Book Production |
and Publication Corporation Limited has been set
up by the Government to take over assets and
liabilities of Board of Text Book Production and
Rescarch and prepare, print, publish and sell text
books up to the Higher Secondary Stage of Educa-
tion. -

Other Pilot projects taken in hand are (the
Farmess” Functional Literacy, the battery of projf:\c‘:ts
on a comprehensive programme and the UNICEF
pilot project on Science. Spade-work on these projects
‘has been completed, and it is expected that subs-
tantial progress will be achieved during 1972-73]

To ensure that talented children are enablec
to easily get the best education, the feasibility Ot!
opening mddel schools in each subdivision is yndey
examination. These institutions will have t; | be
provided with all amenities for both ' teachers ang|
students.  Scholarships would "also be provided i
adequate numbers so that poor ‘talented ' students
can continue their education wunfettered. |
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During the 4th Plan the approach to Tech-
nical Bducation has bsen ehanged from expansion
to consolidation. The work on the establishment of
a Regional Eungineering College at Silchar is pro-
gressing.

During 1971 72, the Department had arranged
practical training to as many as 157 Degree-holder:
and 94 Diploma-holders who passed out from the
State Engineering and Technical Institutions.

The admission situation in the Engineering
Colleges and Polytechnics showed a marked improve
ment in 1971-72 as compared to the previous twe
years. :

The implementation of the development sche
mes since the delegation of powers to the Distric
Councils of Mikir Hills and North Cachar Hill
districts has been satisfactory. This has given a
element of participation and belonging to the Distric
Councils concerned in the implemeatation of th
development schemes. Further delegation may b
contem plated as we go along in the process of imple
menting the development schemes formulated b

the State Government in consultation with th
District Councils.

The Planning Commission has been attaching a gre:
deal importance to the development of the Hill area
It has been increasingly felt that unless special effort
are devoted for the development of the Hill areas the:
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would continue to remain backward compared to #he
adjacent plains areas. Undoubtedly priority will have
to be assigned for the accelerated development of

the il areas in view of their backwardness and
geographical disadvantages.

The Advisory Council for Scheduled Caste/’
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes contin-
ued functioning satisfactorily and have advised Go-

vernment on a number of important matters con-
cerning their welfare and advancement. da

The State Government have also taken up
schemes for the extension of education facilities to
the Other Backward Classes in the State.

The Social Welfare Department has been main-
taining State Homes for vagrants, destitute- women,
helpless widows, orphans and destitute children. The
Training-cum-Production Centre at Jalukbari has biup
making steady progress. A Balbhawan at Happy Villa,
Gauhati, and the Deaf and Dumb School at Gauhati,
has been doing considerable work for the welfare of
children and deaf and dumb persons. The Depart-
ment has also been executing a scheme for providing
nutritious food to the children and expectant mothers.

Revenue The resettlement operations in the districts of

Dibrugarh and Lakhimpur are expected to be oLer
soon, While that of Nowgong was closed in 1971,
The Darrang resettlement operation was started in
1968 and the progress is satisfactory. Resettlement
:g also in progress in Silchar town.
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Till recently the Government land settlement policy
spelt out in 1968 was being acted upon by devoting
special care to ensure that only genuine laladless
people were given settlement of land, Reserves were

-opened up where necessary on the recommendations

of the Land Settlement Advisery Committees. In
1971 Government also decided to settle lands contain-
ed in semi-permanent ‘char’ areas with landless

‘agriculturists on annual pa:ta basis. Cases of Scheduled

Castes and  Scheduled Tribes were given due consi-
deration and attempts were made to provide land to
unemployed youths on co-operative basis.

The land settlement policy has been re-examined
taking into consideration the land reforms measures
already initiated, the total availability of culiivable
lands and the problems of genuine landless cultivators.
It has been felt that there is increasing pressure on
agricultural land not only because of economic need
to obtain a means of livelihood but also because of
its property value. The latter aspect has often been
in the forefront and tended to distort the efforts of
Government to seitle lands. The Government have
therefore decided to revise the land settlement policy.

It is propsed not to give settlement of Govern-
ment land in rural areas on individual, co-operative
and any other basis except for homestead purpose.
All available cultivable Government lands in each

circle, subdivision and district are proposed to be
made available to all the landless cultivators of such

-5
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circles, subdivisions, district on a {otal _l:ag'g b
forming agricultural ‘farming corporations in whicl
the Government will be a majority share holde
providing the value of the land as Government
share. Genuine landless cultivators of the area W
be admitted as share-holders of the Corporation ar
allowed use of the land for agricultural producti

without any heritable or transferable right in the lan

The corporation will also attract and utilise_fun

available from financial institutions for developmé
of the land by providing irrigation and other fa
lities. Profits accruing to the Government from

corporation will be ploughed back for further devel.
ment. The various departments of Government
the agricultural sector would render all necess
assistance to ensure that these agricultural farm
corporations put all such cultivable lands to é’ﬁtin
use and add to the economic development of
State. Other Government Jands which are cap
of reclamation would similarly be taken up for

cultural farming, after suitable reclamation at Goy

ment cost. This policy would also be extende

surplus lands available after the Land Ceiling

implementation.
In the sphere of land reforms Assam vhas

abreast of developments in Other parts of the cou
The Assam (Temporarily Settled Areas) Te
Act, 1971 which provides security of tenures
rights of ownership will be carefully implemente
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is expected to bring about an agrarian revolution.

Government have decided to bring down the
ceiling on rural agricultural lands to 5C bighas and
a legislation for this p:rpose will be introduced in
this session. Government also propose to extend the
Assam Land and Revenue Regulations and the Assam
(Temporarily Settled Areas) Tenancy Act to the
erstwhile permanently settled areas of Goalpara Dis-
trict and Karimganj Subdivision by repealing the
Goalpara Tenancy Act and the Sylhet Tenancy Act.

The Records-of-Rights of tenants including
adhiars which have not been updated in the districts
of Goalpara, Kamrup and Sibsagar and a part of
Cachar will be updated as soon as possible. With
these changes, we expect to obtain updated records of
ownership and tenancy rights in all districts and the
primary land reforms measures viz, the Ceiling on
Land Holdings Act and the Tenancy Act could be
proceeded with in full [swing.

Bhoodan and Gramdan movements have been
encouraged by Government. The Bhoodan Board has
so far collected 9752 acres of land as Bhoodan while
213 villages have been declared as Gramdan villages.

Due to recurrence of natural calamities land
revenue arrears have accumulated. It is necessary to
persuade all persons owning land in the State to pay
up their dues to Government so that not only reve-
nue earnings do not show a shortfall but the Govern-
ment can also implement schemes relating to improve-
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ment of land and agrarian structures without arg
impediment.

The Government have with effect from Ist July,
1971 enhanced the rate of commission for Mouzadars
for collection of land revenue in a bid to acceleraie
the progress of Revenue collection.

g:?;;zg Government has accepted in principle the nece-
ssity to impose ceiling on the value of urban property
and are introducing ‘ suitable legislation in thi%(

connection.

Ef,f:ibi‘ Total prohibition of liquor has so far been
enforced in the dist icts of Kamrup, Nowgong and
Goalpara. In other districts some restrictive measures
have also been inijtiated with a view to discourage
consumption of liquor.

In order to generate a suitable climate for the‘f,
progressive promotion of prohibition it is proposed
to strengthen the non-official prohibition organisation
to enlist greater public suport and co-operation to
the cause,

3:;;;1;:» The year 1971 witnessed a further increase in
ministr - the number of local bodies in the State. Some
BrieT; proposals for constitution of more Town Committees
are also under consideration. In order to Provideys- -
amenities in various towns, specific earmarked grants
for construction and improvemeat of roads and drai-
nage, imporovement of play-ground, construction of

parks, imporovement of working and living conditions
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of Harijans, etc., are being given besides the usual
grants and loans for water supply scheme.

Toe Gauhati Municipa] Corporation Bill passed
by the Assembly is now awaiting  assent of the
Governor and consideration of the President. Mean
while arrangements are proposed to be made to take
care of all preliminary works like demarcation of
boundary constitution of wards, etc.

Several new schemes have been taken up during
‘the Fourth Plan in addition to the schemes for Town

Planning

Supply

and Country planning in Gauhati, Tezpur and
Tinsukia. Schemes like the Jorhat Municipal Market
and the Stadium Complex at Tezpur have been
taken up for implementation during 197(-72. For
Urban Development Schemes, a sum of Rs. 1140
lakhs had been distributed for improvement and con-
struction of drains, burial places, etc. Satisfactory
progress has also been made with regard to the
execution of the Pub-Sarania and Lakhtakia Drajn-
age and sewerage schemes.

In  1971-72 the Assam Co-operative Apex Mar-
keting Society Limited was entrusted with procurement
of paddy in the districts of Darrang and Lak-
himpur excluding Dhemaji  Subdivision. Rest of the
State was within the procurement area of
the Food Corporation of TIndia, Tpe target for

procurement for the whole State hag been fixed at
15 lakh quintals in terms of rice. Progress of procu-

rement by both the agencies has been satisfactory,
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‘The State is almost entirely dependent on tge
Government of India in so far as wheat is concerned
as local production is still small.

Sugar was decontrolled with effect from 25th
May 1971. The Government of India have again intro-
duced control over 60 per cent of the sugar produc-

tion for distribution through fair-pricz shop frem™
Ist January, 1972.
-

Assam is depsndent on outside supplies o/
many essential commodities and the position was quite
satisfactory till July, 1971. Due, however, to move-
ment restrictions on Railways, the national emerge-
ncy and transport dislocation because of floods, nor-
mal“movement of many essential commodities practi-
cally came to a standstill during the natinal emer-
gency. Special arrangements in consultation Wwith
the Railway Board had to be made to rush minimu-*
supplies to counter the evil effects of scarcity and
price rise on the State’s economy and to minimise
hardship to the public. It took considerable time to

clear the backlog of earlier shortfallsin supplies and
movements.

Even after the national emergency transport
restrictions and bottlenecks continued to effect adver-
sely regular movement of some essential commoditjes;
like cement, iron materials including C. I. Sheets, in
particular.  The problem of cement scarcity created
serious difficulties for the public for a long time

and many development programmes were also very
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adversely affected. The State Government took up
with the Government of India at the highest level
the question of special movement programmes to
cover these commodities and the position to some
extent has started easing. Even so difficulties continued
to be experienced due to inadequate supply of cement
and iron materials and the State Government is
constantly endeavouring to bring about improvement
therein” as early as possible.

For a long time G.C.I. Sheets did not move
to the State for various diffiiculties and great hardship
had been caused to the public. The position became
still more acute due to extensive damage -caused to a
large number of public and private building during
recent periods of serious storm in parts of the State.

The State Government have arranged for the
special supply of 2,000 metric tonnes of G.C.I. Sheets
for meeting the immediate requirements of the public.
A part of that special quota has started moving and
it is hoped that the position will improve to some
extent within a short time.

The State Government have also taken up with
the Government of India the question of meeting the
State’s requirement of salt from the West Coast instead
of the current parctice of linking Assam with sources
of supply in Calcutta. It is expected that direct
movement of salt from the West Coast will not only
ensure  regular supply but would also have some
impact on the price of this basic necessitys
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Trans- The Transport Department has been formulay
port

and  ting their policies according to the principles laid
Com-=-

munica= dOWN by the All-India Fransport Development Coun-

o™ il and recommendations of the State Advisory
Committee,

The Government of India is currently engaged
in exploring the possibility of early resumption of a
regular river transport service from Assam to Cal-
cutta via Bangladesh in the larger interest of develoys
ment and economy of this region.

The Assam and Meghalaya State Road Trans-
port Corporation established in March 1970, has been
operating motor transport services on about 3,299
kms. of road with a flleet of about 732 vehicles.

District Transport Officers have been given
powers to act as Bakijai Officers to ensure quu,k:
realisation of arrears on account of motor vehlcl"
taxes. Enforcement measures have been tightenedt to
check evasion of taxes and illegal plying of vehicles.

The Directorate of Inland Water Transport
have taken up schemes for hydrographic survey, crew
training, bottom panelling, construction of approach
roads to ghats, terminal facilities at ferry ghats and

construction and purchase of ferry vehicles, etc,,
with a view to develo

pe Inland Water Transporg -
facilities in the State,

o Numbez of tourists, both foreign and indigenous,
has been steadily on the increase. Arrangements for
their suitable accommodation and other services are
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much less than whaf is reasonably needed. A num-
ber of schemes have therefore been drawn up to
improve tourist accommodation and develope some
more tourists resorts to attract more and more tourists
to the State. Two Tourist information counters have
been started in Calcutta and Bombay. It is proposed
to open a similar cvounter at Delhi as well. Three
luxury mini-buses have been acquired to provide
transport facilities to tourists visiting various places
of tourists interest. Steps have been taken to provide
additional accommodation facilities at Manas.

Two Centrally sponsored schemes for tourist
bungalows at Gauhati and Kaziranga have already
been sanctioned.

Of the refugees, who came to Assam in
1964, 8722 families have been rehabilitated under
agricultural schemes and 4103 families rehabilitated

under non-agricultural schemes. 4309 families with
a population of 11,971 remained to be rehabilitated

and these families are still being looked after in

different camps.

All the camp refugees from erstwhile Eagt Pakis-
tan have since been completely repatriated to Ban-
gladesh. Out of the total of 66,265 East Pakistan
refugees who stayed with their friends and relations
58,566 refugees have since been repatriated to Ban-
gladesh. Steps to complete the process within a
short time are being taken in conformity with in-
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structions received in that regard from the Goverg
ment of India. It ijs hoped that ali such refugeeé
will return to Bangladesh within a short time.

Reports have been received regarding move-
ment of new migrants from Bangladesh into the
bordering districts of the State. As desired by the
Government of India all concerned authorities have
been duly alerted with regard to this new infiux
and security measures tightened all along the by
der. The reports rcgarding some earlier evaciess
from East Pakistan trying to remain permanently
without returning to Bangladesh are under investiga-
tion and necessary steps will be taken to ensure
their early return to Bangladesh as per decision
taken in that regard at the national level.

Against requirement by 1981 of 35406 K.M, of;
motorable roads in Assam and Meghalaya, thef'é
has been only 18,675 K.M. of roads by 1971, A

lot therefore remains to be done to meet the com-
inunication needs of the State.

During 1971-72, 20 K. M. existing P.W. D,
roads has beep improved, 60 K.M. mettled and
black-topped and 245 K.M new road constructed,
The work on the National Highways as an agency
of the Centra] Government has been more - or ey
completed  together with construction of new bridges

The Government of India have recently declared
the road from Nowgong to Dimapur via Doboka as
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a National Highway No. 36. The State P.W.D
has already submitted the project report amounting
to Rs. 4 crores with regard to the work of improve-
ment and development of this new National High-
way. Detailed survey work has also been taken in
hand. :

The State P.W.D. has since taken up metal-
ling and surfacing of the road from Dimapur to
Mahur via Lumding with financial assistance from
the Border Roads Development Board, Government
of India. .

The Border Roads Development Board has
also agreed to finance the improvement of the road
from Garampani to Haflong and funds have already
been placed for taking up detailed survey and in-
vestigation. The Border Roads Organisation has also
agreed on principle to take up a new road from
Haflong to Silchar via Jating-Detekcherra.

A full-time Inspector General of Prisons *has
been appointed with effect from 11th May 1971 to
look after the Jails. Adwministration is expected to
improve,

- Qver population in the Jails continue. To
meet the situation partly, it has been decided to

take up essential works of construction estimated at
Rs. 3 lakhs. Last year a sum of Rs. 1 lakh was

spent.
The overcrowding was further accentuated by

the arrest and detention of a large number of anti-
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social elements suspected of sabotage, and otheg
subversive activities at the instance of a hostile coun-
try, infiltration of persons whose credentials were net
known and P. O. Ws (Rajakars).

Reformatory Jails namely open Air Agricul-
tural Colonies at Jorhat and Gauhati are functioning
under a trained Officer. Two Social Welfare Officers

of the Social Welfare Department have been posted
at Gauhati and Jorhat Jails. ek

The Hon’ble Members are aware that the
Assam Police Commission made several recommen-
dations of which the Seheme on modernisation of the
Assam Police Force has been given top most considera-
tion by Government. In a nutshell, the following
actions have been taken by the Government in spite
of a very tight ways and means position of the Statg‘;.

{i) Vehicles worth Rs. 24-5 lakhs were purcha-
sed during the year under freview with &

view to equip the force with an adequate
fleet.

(ii) Wireless Transmission equipments and
Wireless Vans worth Rs, 19 lakhs were
purchased for the Assam Police Radio
Organisation. |

(iii) Scientific equipments worth about Rs’6
lakhs were purchased to equip the Forensic
Scieace Laboratory at Gauhati. In addi-
tion, out of 22 technical posts in the Labo-
ratory 14 have so far been filled up on
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the recommendations of the Assam Public

Service Commission. Alse we had sought

for foreign exchange to the tune of Rs. 6

lakhs for importing some scientific equip- -
ments for the Laboratory for which clea-
rance from Government of India has been

received recently Over and above, an

amount of Rs. 2'4 lakhs is being released

by Goverament of India for purchase of
imported equipments directly by the State
Government for which we have applied for
Impert Licence,

(iv) The Police Commission laid emphasis on

the requirement of Housing Hacilities.
The State Government received a {oan
assistance of Rs, 7°5 lakhs from Govern-
ment of India to which a matchiny grant
of Rs. 7°5 lakhs was contributed by State.

1n the State Budget for 1970-71 an amount
of Rs. 30 lakhs was provided works to be

executed by the P. W. D. In addition, an
amount of Rs. 33 lakhs was spent depart-

mentally which also included office acco-
mmodation.

The overall financial implication of the imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the commission
being very heavy, it is bound to take a long time
and more so in the context of the preseat financial

condition of our State.
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Another even of historic importance has been tie
separation of the Meghalaya Police from Assam_ Police
during the year under review. With effect from 21st
January 1972 the autonomous State of Meghalaya
was raised to a full State and Police functions were
transferred to them. The 7th Assam Police Bat_talion,
whose Headquarters were in Shillong, was handed
over to the Government of Meghalaya on 1st May

1972, wbich now is christened as the Ist Meghal?..‘;fla
Armed Police Battalion.

e R

A ST

General

simim  With Meghalaya becoming a full-fledged State,

sration the all India Services of the State formed Joint ca-
dres with Meghalaya with effect from 21st January
1972. Consequent on this, the number of duty posts
in the State has been reduced from the original 58
o 45 although because of separation of Meghalaya
and Mizoram there was actual reduction of only 3
duty posts. The total strength of the I.A.S. cadre
has also become 97 as against the original strength
of 118.

e The revised estimates for the year 1970-71
Were  anticipated to close with a minus balance of

v () 3902:85 lakhs. During that year Government |

of India sanctioneq special accommodation of Rs. 25 41 ‘;

Crores to the State Government to cover the gap in

the non-plan expenditure and the State Government’s

over-draft  with the Reserve Bank of India stood at

Rs. 2029 crores on 31st March, 1971. As a result of
this, the year closed with a balance of Rs. 44935 lakhs,

el
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In the revised estimates for 1970-71 the receipts on
the Revenue Account had been placed at Rs. 107,87:14
lakhs and the actuals stood at Rs. 101,19:35 lakhs.
The shortfall of actual receipt over the revised esti-
mate is due to non-reimbursement by the Govern-
ment of India of additional expenditure incurred in
Mizo Hills (Rs. 226°18 lakhs), and accrual of less
receipt under Taxes on Agricultural Income (Rs. 171°57
lakhs), Land Revenue (Rs. 80 lakhs). Sales Tax
(Rs. 15644 lakhs), Other Taxes and Duties (Rs.21°79
lakhs), Miscellaneous Departménts (Rs. 698 lakhs),
Education (Rs. 8'41 lakhs’, Medical and Public Health
(Rs. 14:10 lakhs), partly counterbalanced by increase
in receipt under other heads,

Actual expenditure in the Revenue Account
stood at Rs. 120,93:01 lakhs against the revised esti-
mate of Rs. 119,18:24 lakhs representing an increase
of Rs. 174'77 lakhs. This is mainly - due to excess
expenditure incurred under .Brahmapﬁtra Flood Con-
trol (Rs. ~15891), - P.W.D. (Road and. Building)
(Rs. 91226 lakhs) counterbalanced by decrease in
Interest (Rs. 33045 lakhs), Micellaneous, Social and
Developmental organisation (Rs. 37584 lakhs), Admi-

nistrative Service (Rs. 199:80 lakhs), Detailed variation
have been explained in the Explanatory Mcmorandum-

In the Capital Budget ,'th_e actual receipt stood
at Rs. 189,80°33 lakhs against the revised estimates of
Rs. 119,29:10 lakhs. This is mainly due to sanction

of Special accommodation of Rs. 2541 crores by the
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Government of India and more Ways and Mean,
Advance sanctioned by the Government of India and
the Reserve Bank of Tndia.

The Capital Expenditure during that year stood
at Rs. 168.34'60 lakhs against the Revised Estimates
of Rs. 150,22:31 lakhs. The excess is mainly due to
excess expenditure incurred under State Trading
(Rs. 120'08 lakhs) Appropriation to” C.F. (Rs.500:00
lakhs), Public Debt (Rs. 1,608:81 lakhs). Countef®
balanced by decrease under Irrigation (22287 lakhs).

Public Works (Rs. 106 lakhs) and investment heads
(Rs. 47 lakhs).

In the Public Accounts there is a net surplus
of Rs. 10,54°48 lakhs against a net surplus of

Rs. 10,98:62 lakhs anticipated the Revised Estimates(

At the time of presenting “Vote on Account=
for 1972-73 in the month of March, 1972, I have
stated that the year 1971-72 will close with a minus
balance of Rs.(—) 44:81 crores. In order to cover
non-plan gap Government of India sanctioaed
Rs. 16'49 crores during that year and advised State
Government to make economy in von-plan expendi-
ture to the extent of Rs. 027 crore leaving a blance of
Rs. 2805 uncovered. But according to latest accounis
the State’s closing balance stood at Rs.(—) 32'41 crores
which means a further deterioration of State’s fing-
ncial position by Rs.(—) 436 crores ; this takes into
account the rectification of the double debit of
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- Rs. 924 crores already referred toin my speech.

During the later part of the month of April,
1972 both the Reserve Bank of India and Govern-
ment of Indi2a communicated the decision to stop
State’s unauthorised over-draft with the Bank with
effect from 1st May, 1972 and Government of India
cleared the State’s over-draft as or 30th Al;ril, 1972
by granting Ways and Means Advance and advance

A release of the State’s share of Central ;Taxes and
Duties and a part of Plan assistance.

In the revised estimate, total revenue receipts
stood at Rs. 130,68'03 lakhs against the Budget
estimates of Rs. 114,3573 lakhs. The increase is
mainly due to grant of an assistance of Rs. 933°50
lakhs by Government of India for Bangladesh evac-
uees and Rs. 53893 lakbs towards adjustment of
expenditure ircurred by Defence Ministry for Develop-
ment of Border Roads. It may however be stated
that the amount providsd in the detailed estimates
of revenue receipts under LVI-Grant-in-aid is
Rs. 7,119°36 lakhs. But due to non-receipt of grants
for Mizo Hills Disturbances (Rs, 28632 lakhs) and
arrear grants under Police (Rs, 30200 Jlakhs) the
receipts under this head have come down to
Rs. 65,33'04 lakhs and a result tot:] ravenus receipt
have also come down to Rs. 1,30,63:03 lakhs from
Rs. 136,47-85 lakhs as eurl er placed.

The Revenue expenditure has also gone up t0
Rs, 1433873 lakhs as against Rs, 120,30:36 lakhsin
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the original Budget estimates. The increase is afso
mainly due to expenditure incurred  for Bangladesh
evacuees (Rs. 98350 lakhs) and adjustment of expen-
diture incurred by Defence Ministry for Border
Road development (Rs. 538:93 lakhs). Increased expen-
diture was also incurred under interest (RS 23711
lakbs), Medical and Public Health (Rs. 97:43 lakhs),
Irrigation and Flood Control (Rs, 4524 lakhs), P.W.D.
(Rs. 98:00 lakhs), Ports and Pilotage (Rs. 13 latfes).

The Capital receipts have been placed at
Rs. 133.02:09 lakhs against the original budget esti=
mates of Rs. 11,91°17 lakhs. The increase is mainly

due to grant of special accommodation of Rs. 1649
crores by the Government of India.

The Capital Expenditure stood at Rs. 154,14°91
Jlakhs against the budget estimates of (Rs. (131,_}{}}‘.9‘47
lakhs).  The increase ds mainly under Flood Control
(Rs. 153-26 lakhs) and under Public Debt (Rs. 1,477.6]
lakhs) couaterbalanced by decrease in other heads:

Detailed variations have been explained in the e€X
planatory memorandum. 4

In the Public Account there will be a n¢
deficit of Rs. (—)3,06:92 lakhs,

As a tesult, there will be an overall deficit ¢
Rs. (—) 36,0044 lakhs. Together with the openiz
balance of Rs. 449-35 lakhs the year will close Wil
minus balance of Rs, (—) 32,41°09 lakhs.

I now place before the House the Budg
for 1972-73. Though the year 1971-72 closed Wi
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a minus balance of Rs. (—) 32,41°09 lakhs, the open-
ing balance in the Budget for 1972-73 has been shown
as nil in view of the fact that the liabilities have
already been cleared; necessary adjustments have
been made und:r the concerned heads in the Budget
to include the relevant receipts and outgoings.
Revenue Receipts are placed at Rs. 113,83°56
lakhs and anticipated expenditure at Rs. 119 52:24
lakhs. There will, therefore, be a deficit of
Rs. 568°68 1lakhs in the revenue account, The
revenue receipts include the accounts of Rs. 1124

~crores of State’s share of Income-tax in advance

and Rs. 6°20 crores Central assistance for Plan san-

ctioned by the Government of India to clear the
State’s over-draft with Reserve Bank of India,

The anticipated Capital receipts for the year
have been placed at Rs. 144,88'54 lakhs and the
Capital expenditure at Rs. 152,49-26 lakhs.

In the Capital receipts an amount of Rs, 2805
crores has been provided as Ways & Means advance
from Government of India, which the State Govern-
ment have already received to clear the over-draft
with the Reserve Bank of India. Another amount of
Rs. 19 70 crores has been provided as loan from the

Government of India to meet the State’s Budgetary ‘
deficit for the year 1972-73,

In the expenditure side, an amount of Rs. 4:21
crores representing 15 per cent of the above Ways
& Means advance of Rs. 28°05 crores has been
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provided for Tepayment and another amount %f
Rs. 32°41 crores already repaid to the Reserve Bank
of India to clear the over-dfaft has also been
provided.

As shown in the Budget Estimates the year
1972-73 is expected to close with a minus balance
of Rs. 11,8077 lakhs. Efforts will be made to re-
duce this gap by economy measures and vigorous
collectior. of] arrear taxes and loans as well as sxf%l—
ained efforts to obtain full reimbursement from the

Government of India of expenditure incurred initially
by the State on reimbursible items. Additional res-

ources are also proposed to be raised by taxation
to finance the Plan for which necessary legislation
will be introduced in due course,

Government is conscious of the immensity {ﬁf
task that lies ahead to bring about appreciable im-
provement in the economic conditions of the people
particularly in the lowest strata of the society., They
also fully appreciate the gravity of the State’s pro-
blems {created by a very unsatisfactory financial posi-
tion. There is, however, no reason why, with good-
will and determination, sizeable progress should not
be quickly achieved in fulfilling the basic needs snf
the poorer sections of our people provided suitaple
priorities are fixed, efficiency in execution of prog-
rammes achieved and maximum economy observed.
in public expenditure in a spiritof a austerity.
With an enormous debt burden, the State will have



1972 ]

PRESENTATION OF THE BUDGET FOR THE 103
YEAR 1972-73

to concentrate on quick and fruitful implementation
of imaginative economic programmes so that the
finacial imbalance can berectified and economic pro-
gress quickly achieved.

Government fully appreciate their greit respon-
sibility to the people who, despite distress and suffer-
ing, have manifested so much trust in their elected
representatives in the hope of early improvement of
their lot.

I would, in all humility, appeal to all sections
of this august House to extend their understanding
support and co-operation to Government in their
determined bid te effect quick ecomomic progress
so that all of us, in unity and strength, can address
ourselves unresetvedly to this gréat task that lies
before us.

JAI HIND



ANNEXURE A Ay
( In thousands of Rupees )

Heads Actuals, Budget, Revised, Budget,
1970-71 1971-72 1971-72 1972-73
(D (2) (3) (4) (5)
RECEIPTS—

Opening Balance (-)7,77,20 (-)39,02,85 (+)4,49,35
Revenue Receipts 1,01,19,35 1,14,35,73 1,30,68,03 1,13,83:56
Capital Receipts  1,89,80,33 1,17,91,17 1.33,02,09 1,44,88.54

Receipts under 6,59,65 77,27  8,57.40
Contingency Fund.

R.ecei_PtS under 1,2255,73 1,51,78,69 1,28,10,16 1,32,90,52
Public Accounts

Total-Receipts 4,20,15,06 3,84,82.86 4,00,37,68 3,91,62,62

GRAND TOTAL 4,12,37,86 3,45,80,01 4,04,87,03 3,91,62,62

A

EXPENDITURE— =

Revenue 1,20,93,01 1,20,30,36 1,4338,73 1,19,52,24
Expenditure

Capital 1,68,34,60 1,31,49,47 1.54,14,91 1,52,49,26
Expenditure

Expenditure under 175,42 12,14,80 91,34

Contingency Fund.

Expenditure under 1,16,85,48 1,37,81,32 1,27,59,68 1,30,50,55
Public Accounts, i,

Total- Expenditure 4,07,88,51 3,89,61,15 4,37,28,12 4,03,43,39

Closing Balance (4)4,49,35 (-)43,81,14 (-)32,41,09 (-)11,80,77

GRAND TOTAL 4,122,37,86 3,45,30,01 4,04,87.03 3,91,62,62




(In thousand of Rupees )

' ; Heads A ctuals, Budget,  Revised, Budget,
s AP 1970-71 1971-72 197121 1972-73
) () (3 (1) (5)
Net Results—
. Surplus (+)
; Deficit (—)
" (a) On Revenue (-)19,73, 66 (—)5,94,63 (=)12,70,70 (—)5,68,68
t Account »
(b) Outside the (+)32,00,21 (+)1,16,34 (—)24,19,74(-—)6,L2,09
Revenue £
" Account
».(c) Net exclu- (+)12,26,55 ()4, 78,29 (—)36, 90 44 (—)11,80,77
ding the

% Opening Balance.
ANNEXURE B

- Annual Plan for 1972-73—Sectoral Allocations

Head of Development (Rs, in lakhs)

» Provisionat
outlay for

C1972-73

(1) (2

1. Agricultural Produc- o 222:00

tion :

9. Minor Irrigation -ee 22900
3. Soil Conservation  «== == 21-00°
4, Ayacat Development - ..V 300

& Programme 5 R 3
" 5, Animal Husbandry --- ces © %300
6. Dairying and Milk Supply - vee 1118700
7. Forests R cee 1°54:00

8- FiShCl’iGS ~ e eeo oco 200 ede 19.00



Head of Devélopment (Rs, in lakhs)

Provisional
outlay for
1972-73
(1) ' (2)
9, Warehousing and Marketing --- 4:00
1. Agricultural Programmes: --- wee 038700
10, Co-operation o 6800
11. Community Development . ... X S TAY
12. Panchayats .. .. oaeniep1 0700
II. Co-operation and Community Development : .... 125:G0
13. Trrigation ... .., ~ 11000
14. Flood Control .. ... s ses 524:00%
15. Power - e 0000
III. Irrigation and Power: e v 1,33400
16, Large and Medium Industries ... < e 265300
17. Mineral Development ... 15:00
18, Village and Small Industries .. 110-68
IV. Industry and Mineral: ... - 39000
19, Road --- m
20. Road Transport ... v 8500
21. Inland Water Transpory ... ... 2100
22. Tourism :
V. Transport ; .., 3 }Tf“((:g“
23, General Education m
4, Technical Education 32-0)"0

25, Cultural Program
i 10 00

26, Health including Water Supply and Sanitation..- 22400

*includcs Provisions for Brahmaputra Flood control.
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]

: Head of Development . . . . . (Rt in lakhs
: S YTk provisional
o © ’ o * ' “‘outlay for

b _ - s 1972-73

| .. o o

27 Housmg and Town Planning w. e e ST00
28 Welfare of Backward Classes (Plams Tnbals and  107:00
Other) _ N L
. Social Welfar e e e e w1000
. Labour and Labour Welfare - e Cew 1500
VI. Social Service:, o e we . _173.00
Statlstics o - . .-., T UG 4-00
Pubhclty e - e S o 4.(3!0""
_-Hills and Border Areas - v e Tl 37500

34 Others S »"" e e e 7__ ’. ‘ 29-00
VII Mlscellaneous : e eea - :t".. e 412:00
GRAND TOTAL e 4043*00"

Y
.
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Obituary Reference to thg démise of
Shri Damadoram Sanjivayya, P
Ex-President of the All India
Congress Committes

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢

Shti |Damadoram Sanjivayya, Ex-President of the All
India Congress Committee, who died on May 7, 1972 after
d heart attack had a chequered political career. E

He was born on February 14, 1921 in Peddapadu
village in Andhra Pradesh.

Shri Sanjivayya received his elementary education iﬁé
his village Peddapadu. For his higher school education; he
had to go to Kurnool town to study in the Municipai High
School there.

After completing his school career in 1938, he joined
the Caded District’ College at Anantapur, from where he
graduated in 1942. He studied law at Madras Law College
from 1946-48. Afier gradaating in law he was enrollgd
as an advocate of the Madras High Court in 1950.

As a student, Shri Sanjivayya participated in All
activities in the case of the nation’s freedom struggle.

He was elected to the Madras Legislative Assembly
from Kurnool district and became Minister for Cooperation
and Housing in Shri Rajagopalachari’s Ministry in 1962,
He had been a Minister without a break till he was chosen
as the President of the Indian National Congress in 1962,
On the election of Shri Sanjiva Reddi as Congress Presi-
dent Shri Sanjivayya was elevated to the High Office of
Chief Ministership of Andhra Pradesh and he continued

to hold the office till March 12, 1962,
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In' 1964 Shii Sanjivayya ‘was#worn in as 'a ‘Ministér
@ “the Uiioh: “Cabinet. ¥ continged to i the “office
ll the midterm  poll’ to the Lok “Sabha “fast “year. "He
succeeded. ‘Shri’ Jagjivan ‘Ram  ay Congress t':Prééidéﬂt, ‘when
*'the-latter ‘becamie *a’ Minister 4n° the: Ution ‘Cabinet, -

“We 'have lost in ‘his'death ‘miost” ‘dedicated’ “tg
inspiring leader. His 'life:"4vhs “dedicated o ’tﬁe"éﬁhSe ‘of
“social and ‘econothic justice ifor our people.

The A§Sembly 'places on ‘record'ifs ense’ of deep
9 “profotind geiet Bt his ‘death, offers s “Homage to
“the “departed’ eader, ‘conveys “to Mir, Sanjivayya “and ‘to
* “tHe “members “of ‘his family  its ‘feeling "of db,ep ﬁoyﬁiiiaﬂ;iy
. in their bereavement. £ mondlie oy i nd
e ShriaGlur ik Bhattacharyya ;. Sir, T on ‘behalf of this
side of the House express our full sﬁppori; to thé condo-
lence resolution moved by the Chief Minister.

Shri Promode  Chandra Gogoi ::, Sir, I on, behalf of - my
| p‘a’fty fully appreciate the sen‘timent' exprc_:'ssé_c‘l.-l?_‘y_ 'tshe#(-_?hief
Minister.

Shiri ‘Soneswar Bora : qtafiq sy wcer, 12 W W2 1 ot
ARETE TIPS oo ew 3ficel =% copdey T AT
eatar 7agavnal S facs) |

Mr., Speaker: 1 whole-heartedly associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by the House at the premature death

of Shri Damodaram Sanjivayya, President of the Indian
Naidonal Congress.

Shri Sanjivayya shaped his life from a very humble
beginning and toiled all through to rise to one of the most
eXalted positions in the whole country. He was the first
Harijan to become the Chief Minister of a State and also

. s bbgliy
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.the, President of the; National. Congress.  He had: a chequered
- political ; career :and his, contribution, - towardsithe -coutyxy
_as a. leader and.; administrator is immense.: His: life (and
‘.; work rshouldﬂbe a_source;of inspiration; for all: sof us. He, was
vgreatly_‘ .loved ;andi r respected. - through out the-country. In
~his death :/India.has, lost & .very able parliame_nta_rian and a
1 trug, leader of . down-trodden. humanity.

We mourn. his loss and convey : our heartfelt symp-

I‘gow request the hon Members t@ r;se »i0n stheir
ieet and observe two, mmutes silence as;a ma;k .of, ;. respect

to th departed personahty (The House rose and. .obseryed
two minutes prayerful silence ).

i L

i".‘-g if

Herdad no 1

) 9 ol

S tTe

ADJOURNMENT ' |
| ~ The Assembly then adjourned tdl 10 AV[ on Tue,,!dayl
‘the 6th June 1972, " iates

| 2 T g . Tahblldar
Shlllong oo gl | Secretlary,_‘_
The 5th June 1972 '

Legislative Assembly  Assam
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