


Proceedings of the Eighth Session of the First Assam Legislativé
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935
Tue AssempLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
11 a.m. on Monday the 11th November, 1949.
Present
The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Hon’ble Ministers and 85 members.
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
The following new members were sworn in :—
1. Mr. E. B. Sim,
2. Babu Sanat Kumar Abhir,
3. Mr. P. Trinkle, and
4. Srijut Sonaram Dutt.

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The following hon. members will form
the Penal of Chairmen for the November session of the Assembly :—
1. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf,
2. Mr. R. A. Palmer,
. 3. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,
4. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

Creation of independent Labour Constituencies in Assam
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

*1. (a) Do Government propose to create independent labour constiluencics

in Assam, cnfranchising all ‘adult labour population ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to constitute a non-official com-

mittee for determining the labour franchise ?
) (¢) Do Government propose to allow political organisations to move
in educating labourers to exercise their franchise as promised by Govern-
ment in reply to unstarred question No. 769, asked by Srijut Haladhar
Bhuyan in the August-September Session of the Assembly, 1937 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
1. (@)—Government do not propose to move for the alteration of the
orders in Coouncil which define the labour franchise.
(b)—Does not arise. .
) _ (©—Government place no obstacle in the way of the political educa-
tion of the electorate.
.Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Is there an
Government should not move in the matter ?
y The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CH .
Delimitation Committee which made the e AUDHURTI ;

y valid reason why

Mol The
quiry and reported on it said
a gardens was not enough to

that the number of labourers outside the te
justify the creation of a constituency.

. ARUN KUMAR C . o~
Quir;vgnce then ? HANDA:  Have Government made e el

The How’ble Maulavi
fresh enquiry has been made.

ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: No
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA - Do not  Governme
necessary to institute an cnquiry in the light of prevailing circumstances ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHUyUR] :

This is not an opportune time to take up an enquiry.

Nt consider it

Raising and realisation of war subscriptions
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*2. Will Government be pleased to state if the Inspecting ()ﬂ_ic,(:
the Education Department have been directed for rasing war subscriptjop, »

*3. Isita fact that the Deputy Inspector of Schools of ?un:lmg:ulj has
been raising subscription for contribution to the War Fund :

*4. Is it a fact that he has been
English School and Lower F
one pice from their pupils ?

*5. Will Government be ple
by the aforesaid officer up till nc

*6. Will Go
incurred for real

directing teachers of every  Middle
rimary School to raise a monthly subscription of

ased to state how much has been
>w on this account ?

vernment be pleased to state under what hea
1Sing war subscription, will be debited ?

realised
> expenses

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHIN] KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied -

2.—Copies of an appeal issued by His Excellency the Governor of Agsam
on 9th March 1940 for funds to finance for the durau_ou of the war,
supply of comforts to all services of the Empire serving in the war
forwarded to the Inspecting Officers for wide circulation.

3.—Yes.

4.—The Deputy Inspector issued a circular letter
Primary and Middle Schools of his circle
of monthly subscription

the
arca were

to the teachers of
inviting their opinion about raj
at 3 pics per pupil and 6 pies per teacher.
5.—He collected Rs.76 only upto the 18th Junc, 1940.

6.—Direct expendit

ture, if any, on raising subscriptions for the War Fund
is debitable to that I'und.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA :
contribution, Sir ?

ary
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the hon.
member has not und

erstood the definition I cannot perhaps enlighten
him.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Is “voluntary contribugion” under-
stood in the same way as the Dictionary sense of the two words ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Certaiply,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Does a CO_IltI‘l_b'UIlon retain
its voluntary character when Government officers go to realise it with threat
of power behind. ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI" In every
voluntary subscription there ought to be somebody to collect. Those who
pay the subscriptiong usually know the practice.

Babu RABINDR 4 NATH ADITYA: Whea Government cflicers
go to COqllfiCt funds, is the intention of the people voluntary when they pay
money i

The Hom'ble Srijut ROMINI K UMAR CHAUDHURI: I cannot
accept that, Sir, as the gcneral- rule. .

Babu RABIND.RA NATH ADITYA - Are Government aware thatin
many of the subdl\/ls?ons in the compounr]inq of cases where the permission
of the Magistrate is necessary, Permission cannot be had except by
making certain contributidhs ?

sing

What is the definition of volunt

rs of

1
x
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am alraid the hon.
far way from the question.
Deputy Inspector did. ;

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: If the teacher of a School asks the
pupils to contribute, whatever the amount may be, can it be called volun-
tary—imany of them being minor students ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : If the teacher

asks and the pupils pay, it is certainly voluntary when they pay of their own
accord.

) Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Has the Hon’ble Minister issued
Instruction to the Government officers to raise war funds from the students ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR < CHAUDHURI: This
question does not arise, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : : Of course it does not arise.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI. AHMED: Thisis a relevant question, Sir,
because the question of voluntary contribution has been raised. ,What we

want to know is whether the officers are realising these subscriptions under
Instructions from the Government ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The conduct of a particular Deputy

Inspector-is in question, but the hon. member ' has puta general ques-
tion. ;

1177

member is going
The question only refers to what one particular

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI JAHMED: Question No. 2 is general
and I think, therefore, that my question is in order.

© The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then the Hon’ble Minister may
rep.y.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : My question is will the Hon’ble

Minister be pleased to say whether Government have issued instructions . to
any of the officers to raise war contributions ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR . CHAUDHURI 2
Government has not directly and specifically issued any such
But it is quite possible that certain Government officers are in the War Com-
mittee and as members of the War Committee they might have made
requests to their subordinates 1o help them.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Do Government realisé that school
children have got no funds of their own ?

The 'Hon’ble *Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
students may have.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Is it not a _double subscription,
to realise it from the parents as well as from the children ?
; The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Government
1s doubtless aware that many students pay subscriptions, for - various thingg
even though they may not have money of their own.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government take full
responsibility for the collection of War Funds ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: There is a
War Fund Committee which has taken full responsibility,

No, Sir.

instructions.

Some

Constitution of a non-official committee for the 1 .
oca e
centres | for the next “Assembly tion of polling

election
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*1. {a) D(-) Government. Propose  to create polling centres in the next
Assembly clection, on the basis of six miles’ reach of every voter by breaking

up areas of police stations and Chawkidari circles, as promised in a reply to
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a supplementary question to my unstarred question  No.329 asked in the
August-September Session of the Assembly, 1937 ?

(0) 1t so, do Government propose to constitute a non-official com-
mittee for the location of polling centres for the next Assembly election ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied : .

7. (a)—The matter will be considered, in due course, in the light of
the answer given on 16th August 1937 to unstarred question No. 329,

(b) —Government do not think it necessary to constitute a non-
official committee for this purpose.

Appointment of private spies to watch the movement of the
Congress, Arishan and Labour workers

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*8. Will Government be pleased to state— :

(a) If private spies are being appointed to watch the movement
of the Congress, FKrishan and labour workers throughout
the Province specially in the district of Sylhet  and
Cachar ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state from what status of
society such spies are appointed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
8.(a)—No,
(b)—Does not arise.

Appointment of a Bengali as a probationer clerk in the office of
the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked :

*9.(a) Are Government aware that one Bengali from Chittagong has
been appointed by the present Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, as 2
probationer clerk in his office ?
(b) If not, do Government propose to enquire into this ?
*10. Will Government be pleased to siate whether the Deputy Com.

missioner of Garo Hills refuses to grant interviews when public persons wapn¢
to see him at his bungalow ?

1.The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

9.—The person, who is domiciled in Assam, was appointed on j
purely temporary basis.
— -he Deputy Commissioner denies this allegation.

Mr.. JOBANG D. MARAK Does the Hon’ble Minister mean that
any outsider can be appointed on a temporary basis when there are suitable
candidates available in the locality ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
The reply is clear.  The person who wag appointed is not an outsider, by
one who i domiciled in Assam, : '

*
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Number of Forest Guards in the Sylhet district and
of Muslims
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

the number

*11.(a) Will Government be pleased
Forest Guards in the Sylhet district ?

(b)) How many of them are Muslims ?

(¢) The number of appointments made in the rank of Forest
Guards in the said district during the last two years ?

(d) How many of them are Muslims ?

to state the total number of

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :
11.(a)—63 including one post kept vacant.

(b)—25.
(e)—2.
(d)—2.

Names of Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police,
who are natives of Surma Valley and serving in the Assam.
Valley for more than 5 years y

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*12. Will Government be pleased to lay on the t

Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police w
Surma Valley and serving in the Assam Valley for m

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

12.—A statement is laid on the table,

able the names of Sub-
ho are natives of the
ore than 5 years ?

STATEMENT SHOWING THE NAMES OF SUB-INSPEGTORS AND ASSISTANT Sus
INSPECTORS OF POLICE, WHO ARE NATIVES OF THE SURMA VALLEY AND
SERVING IN THE AsSAM VALLEY FOR MORE THAN 5 v

EARS. (F; ;
calculated from the 1st September 1935 to 31s¢ August” 1940) il

S;;'f.\l Names of Sub-Inspectors

Jogendra Chandra Bhattacharyya.
Md. Momtaz Ali, B.A.
Promode Kumar Singha, B.A.
Md. Rashid Ali, B.A.
Rajendra Lal Nath.

Kamini Kumar Chakravarty.
Md. Mobarak Ali, B.A.
Nirmalya Bhusan Dam, B.A.
Abtabuddin Ahmed Barlaskar,
Gajendra Kumar De.

Abdul Aziz, B.A.

Birendra Kumar Roy Barman, .1,
13, Debendra Chandra Chaudhury II.

=
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Sg:\;(;al Names of Assistant Sub-Tnspecror

1. Jogendra Kuma Chaudhury.

2. Kumud Bandhy Gupta.

3. ‘Dwijes Chandra Dhar.

4. Raj Kumar Deb.

5. "Mazahar AJ; Choudhury,

6. Prabhat Chandra Das Choudhurs
7. Tasir Ali.

Ahlad Chandyra Das.
Abdulla C}houclhury.
10.  Kazi Kutuh Ali.
11. Amulya Ky mar De,
12, Bipin Behari Chakravarty.
i3. Jaladhar Chandra Das.
14. Matiur Rahman,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI:
from the general Principle, May

The Hon’ble Maulavy;
There are exception
ciple is followed,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI:

these officers will he considered ?

The Hon’ble Maulay; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir.

I'find, Sir, that there
I know, why ?

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

S to every rule.” But as far as possible the general prin-

are some exceptions

I\/Iay I know, Sir, wll(‘.tll(:r the cases of

Re-instatement of Maulavi Ayub Ali Cho'vvdhury, Ex-Nazir of
Patharkandi Tahsil Office in his service

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*13. Wil Government be pleased to state— )
(@) Whether Maulavi qub Ali Chowdhury, Ex-Nagnr of Pathar-
kandi Tahsi] Office, who was dismissed for mjg,

. ! 'PPropriation
0f GOVCI‘nment moncy) l]as bCCh rClllStath 1n hls Sel‘vice ?
(b) If 50, will GOVernment be p'eased to state the reasons for their

so doing ?
(¢) Whether the (e, peons who were charged for abetting t]he
Nazir in misappropriatinq Government money have also
been reinstated jp their services ?
(d) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

13.(a)—Yes, but he has been placed at the bottom  of the scale for
lower division clerks and debarred from holding posts involving dealings
with the public.
(b)—1In consideration of the service rendered by him in the last
War and as an act of mercy.
(¢) & (d)—Their representations are now under the consideration
of Government.

Assistant Surgeon of Karimganj
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*14. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Who is the present Assistant Surgeon of Karimganj and since -
when he has been posted there ?
(b) When a Moslem Assistant Surgeon was last’ posted at Karim-
ganj and for how long he was there ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY
replied :

14. (a)—Dr. Satis Chandra Gupta, Civil Assistant Surgeon, is the
present Subdivisional Medical Officer of Karimganj. He joined his
duties at Karimganj on the 18th September 1940.

()—No Moslem Assistant Surgeon has so far been posted at
Karimganj and the latter part of the question does not arise.
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Wil Government be pleased to say whe-

ther they will post a Muhammadan Assistant Surgeon to the place in the

near future ?

The Hon’bie Srijut' HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
Transfers are made in the interests of the public service and when an oppor-
tunity arises Government will certainly post a Muslim.

Population in the Surma Valley and Assam Valley' and the per-

centage in each Valley of Bengali-speaking, Hindi-speaking  and
Assamese-speaking respectively

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked:

*15. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The population in the Surma Valley and the Assam Valléy'?
(b) What percentage in each Valley 1s Bengali-speakin H_C}c’l_.
speaking and Assamese-speaking rCSpt:ctiVely ? 54 AL

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ¢ U Tk

replied : AD SAADULLA
15. (a) & (b)—Government have no u -to-date § '

tions asked for, as, though census Operationsp have bee%rlursir?gd thg p(:g:la-

tion of the population has not commenced. » enumera-

If the old figures of 1931 census are wanted. il hon ]
will find them in the Census Report of 1931, Vol. IIIe, AssaLen,P;?-ItLII?wmber
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Settlement of Tamranga, Kanara, Dala_ni and Haripani fisheries
in Bijni Estate for the year 1347 5.5.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*16. Will Government be pleased to state— - :

(a) Whether the Tamranga, Kanara, ~Dalani ;m(l._ l_[:ll‘”);xni
fisheries were put up to annual auction by the Byni Estate
for the year 1347 B.S?

() If so, who were the bidders ?

(The bid list to be laid on the table).

(¢) If not, who were given settlement of .Lhcsc fisheries for the year
1347 B.S. and on what considerations ?

(d) Whether Government admitted previously that on principle,
the fisheries should, as far as practicable, go to the ﬁsh'crmcn
class who by profession and heredity belong to this business ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

16. (a)—No.

(6)—Does not arise.

(c)—Kumar U. N. Deb. .

(d)—Government issued instructions in the case of their own fishe-
ries to settle as many as possible with members of the scheduled castes. The
fisheries in question, however, are not Gow:rnnu:.nt ﬁshcri(:s, and in sanction-
ing settlement with the brothey of the Raja of Biini, who receives no allow-
ance from the Estate and offered a bjd higher than the average ol several
previous years, the interests of the estate and its owner were taken into
consideration : the lessee is also likely to employ members of the scheduled
castes to-work the fishery for him. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL:  With regard (o answer to (d)
will the Hon’ble Minister say how many brothers has the Raja of Bijni ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Government have no information.

. Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: When one brother has been
given the fishery, what about the other relations and how are they going to
benefit by this fishery ? ‘

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
The question does not arise, |

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: It has been given to one
Kumar because he is the brother of the Raja of Bijni.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should discuss about
the question whicp, he has put.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: How can the Hon’ble Minis-
ter say that the que

*stion does not arise ? )
e flon'ble the SPEAKER :  The question docs nog atise 0 visut of

the answer which the Hon’b] L . T
i er has given. he hon. member put
the question as to o e Minister has g n. m P

L w : he Raja of Bijni t. Tk
Hon’ble Minister replied At o Tothem fhe Rap o Bl‘ln.l has go =

MAD AMJAD ALI: Is it up to the Homble

: 2 a certain question does arise€ or does not arise ? Is
it not for the Hon’ble Sp=aker to decide ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: He can say this.

7

V. o
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: One brother of the R:ja has
been given these fisheries. What about the other relations ? Are they going
to receive fisheries ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
The fact of the matter is that this brother of the Raja applied for the settle-
ment of these fisheries and so the question of other relatives does not arise.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I hope it will not be an
annual feature.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Probably not.

Srijut BELTRAM DAS : Has the brother of the Raja taken the fisheries
in open auction or without auction ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
No, not in open auction. It is clear from the answer that he offered an
amount higher than the average of several years and got settlement.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: According to Land Revenue Manual will he
not come under the category of middle man as far as the settiement of fishe-
ries are concerned ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
That is a matter of opinion.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Did Government inquire as to whether the
brother of the Raja has actually employed the fishermen in the fisheries ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No,
Sir.

Reprinting of Assamese Ramayan by an Assamese author

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIX asked :

*17. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any amount has been sanctioned for the reprinting
of Assamese Ramayan by an Assamese author ? i

(b)) The name of the author ?

(¢) The amount sanctioned for the purpose ?

(d) The name of the Printer and Publisher who has undertaken
this work ?

(¢) Whether any other printing firm intimated that the same was

being printed by them, and a little subsidy would complete
their work ? ‘

(f) If so, with what result ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

17. (a) Yes.
(6) Late Rai Bahadur Madhab Chandra Bardoloj
(¢) Rs. 2,250. .

(d)—Pandit Kanak Chandra Sarma, Kabyatirtha

(¢)—The reply to the first part is in the affirmative
tation referred to the adverse effect of a Gover '
publiShefS but there was no request for a subsidy to complete the work.

(f )—_AS the representation was received after orders had been
passed to publish the book at the expense of Government, it could not be
considered. '

The represen-
nment publication on the
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Remission of land revenue to the khiraj, nisfkheraj and other patta-
holders

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*18. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to
state whether Government will continue the same rate of remission of Land
Revenue in the next year as was given last year by the previous Govern-
ment to the Lhiraj, nisfkheraj and other patta-holders ?

*19. If the reply to the above question is in the negative, will the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state the decision, if any, arrived
at by the present Government with reference to Land Revenue remission
in the next year ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

18.—Yes.

19.—Does not arise.

[Starred questions Nos. 20 and 21 standing in the name of Srijut Siddhi
Nath Sarma and replies thercto—Cancelled.]

Gift of one lac of rupees to the War Fund out of the revenues of the
Province

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*22. Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the
Ministry has made a gift of one lac of rupees to the War Fund out of the
revenues of the Province ?

*#23. If the answer to the above question is in the affirmative, will Go-
vernment be pleased to state under what provision of the Constitution Act,
this gift has been made ?

*24. Is it a fact that the Comptroller of Accounts has refused to pass
the amount as being beyond the powers of the Provincial Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

22.—Yes.
23.—Section 150 of the Government of India Act.
24.—No.

Preparation of the Visitors® List in the District and Subdivisional
headguarters

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*25. (a) Will Government b pleased to state whether any visitors’ list

is prepared on the occasions ofthq Visits of Government officials including
the Hon’ble Ministers to the district and subdjvisional headquarters ?

-
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(b) If so, whether it is followed in the Sylhet district and specially
in the Karimganj subdivision ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi
replied :

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

25. (a)—-Yes, if it is understood that interviews will be granted.
(b)—Yes.

Total number of appointments which the Muslims’ are entitled to
according to the communal representation in the establishment
of the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*26. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The total number of appointments which the Muslims are
entitled to according to the communal representation in the

various Branches of the establishment of the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Sylhet ?

(b) The number of appointments held by them there at present ?
(Figures for the various branches to be shown separately).

*27. (a) Isit a fact that Mr. Marar, the then Deputy Commissioner,

Sylhet, passed an order that in all future vacancies the Muslims and the
Hindus would be taken in the proportion of 2 to 1 ?

() Isit a fact that the present Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet has
changed the said order and Hindus and Muslims are now being taken in
equal proportions ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

26. (a)—135.

(b)—105. It is not clear what the hon. member means b
branches, as recruitment is to an amalgamated Lower Division for the dis}i
trict. -

217. (a)—No,

(b)—No. There is no question of recruitment in proportions

Appointments in connection with the partition case j .
. - : n
Maharaja of Tripura State is one of the Part;&mh the

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:

%98, Is it a fact that a partition case, in which th .
e . . 5 € Ma b2 1
State is one of the parties, is pending i haraja of Tripura

Officer of Karimganj ? in the Court of the Subdivisional
er P
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#29. (a) Isita fact that for the partition work in connection with the
said case one Kanungo and two Amins were originally appointed ?
(6) If so, what are their names and when were they appointed ?
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether the vacancies
were duly advertised ?
(d) What is the name of Subdivisional Officer who made the

appointments ?

(¢) Isit afact that two of the men so appointed have been dis-
charged ?

(f) If so,who are they and when were they discharged and by
which Subdivisional Officer ?

(g) Isit afact that two other men have since been appointed in
their place ?

(%) Ifso,' what are their home Subdivisions and which Subdivi-
sional Officer appointed them and when did they join ?

#30. Will Government be pleased to state—
() Whether the said vacancies were duly advertised ?
(b) Whether any one of them had ever been discharged from his
temporary service for altering the Government records ?
(¢) If so, which Subdivisional Officer discharged him and when ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

28'__—YCS.
29. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Kanungo—Maulavyi Syed Golam Izdani.

Amins—Maulavi Matasin Alj.
Babu Umesh chandra Kar.

They were appointed on 31st January 1939.

(c)—No. The posts were temporary.

(d)—Maulavi Abdul Hye Chaudhury.

(e)—Yes. .

)—Maulavi Syed Golam Izdani and Maulavi Matasin Ali
discharged. on 31st July 1?39 by Mr. R. R. Dhar, SUbdiVisiOE;f;?. A(l)f‘ﬁ’::
S saimganj, as they were in arrears of work and also found unfit for the duty.

—Yes, on the recommendation of the Sub. .
et fk)1 apas e ndation Deputy Collector in

(k)—One of them from the Maulvibazar and the ot fi t

Subdivision. They were appointed by Mr. R, R, (]));11211:, :}Ténthgz

rimgan] ; :
gfbdiviswnal Officer, Karimganj and they joined their work on the 17th

anuary
1. (a)fl\(“’)' o
) & ()7~ NC Ol them whjle working as a tem Amin i
, Land Rosistion cae was WL orking a2 cmporary Amin i
ﬁca!:liOﬂ OI{/I;;I‘1936' itha. Mr. R. R. Dhar discharged the man

~
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Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May we know from Government
whether any other suitable candidate was not found for the purpose ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
He was appointed on the recommendation of the Sub-Deputy Collector.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Why the discharged man was re-ap-
pointed ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Although he was discharged, he was again appointed by Maulavi Abdul Hye
Chaudhury in another partition case and he worked there from February to
June in that capacity.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Do the Government deny the fact that
he was discharged for altering the Government records ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
No, Sir.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Then how can the man who was discharged
for altering the Government records be re-appointed in Government
service ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
That was done by the Local Officer.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI : Will Government please take note of
that ?

'ghe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Yes, Sir. ;

Creation of a Government Department for collection of information
re sailors of Assam killed due to enemy aggressions

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
*31.Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) If any Department under the Assam Government has been
created to collect information about the death, due to enemy
aggressions, after the out-break of the war, of sailors recruited
from this province ?

() Whether itis a fact that the Marine Section of the Public
Works Department of Assam dealt with the cases of dead
sailors during the last war ?

(¢) If so, will Government be pleased to state if the same Department
is dealing with the cases of dead sailors this time too ?

(d) Whether any pension to the family of dead sailors in th
recent war has been granted by the Assam Government ? c

ment be pleased to state—

(a) If any accurate account is maintained about the loss of lives

of the men of th}S province, serving as sailors in British
vessels in the various seas of the world ?

in the affirmative, will Govern-
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(b) If so, will Government be pleased tolay on the table a state-
ment showing the number, names and addresses of sailors
of this province, who have lost lives due to enemy aggressions,
after the out-break of the present war, with the names of
British vessels in which each of them were serving and with
approximate dates of their deaths ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

31.(a)—The functions mentioned belong constitutionally to the
Central Government, and are carried out by its Marine Department.
The services of this Government and its servants  are however
freely utilised for co-ordinating the activities of the Marine Department
with the needs of the residents of Assam. Recently the High Commissioner
for India has appointed three lLaison officers in England for the
purpose under the designation ““Lascar Welfare Officers”, one of whom
is a son of the Hon’ble Premier, Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla,

(b)—Correspondence and payments passed through the Marine
Branch of the Public Works Department.

(¢)—On this occasion the correspondence passes through the Home
Department, but there is no real difference in the procedure, save that
payments are now made direct to the Deputy Commissioner, thus

economising time.

' (d)—The'War Risk_ Compensation Scheme in force for seamen on
Shll?S registered in the United Kingdom has been applied to to ships
registered in  India. The Assam Government are pot directly

concerned.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Has Government made any arran-
gement for communicating carly the death of the sailors to their relatives ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. If this information comes to the knowledge of the Provincial
Government, it will be communicated as early as possible to the relatives of
the deceased.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : The question is whether the
Provincial Government will take steps to be in  touch with the Centra]
Government so that the relatives may get earlier and timely information ?

The Hom’ble Maulayj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We have already arranged that payments are made direct to the Deputy
Commissioner so that time may be saved and if the Marine Department of
the Central Governmenf 81VEs us any information, it will be communicated
immediately to the relatives of the deceased.
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The Hown’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

32.(a)—The records are maintained by the Mercantile Marine Depart-
ment of the Central Government and this Government are only respon-
sible for correspondence between that Department and the relatives and
friends in Assam of the seamen, when enquiries are made.

(b)—For the reason given already, this Government cannot give any -
complete particulars but are very willing to make any specific enquiry the
hon. member may desire.

Transfer of Guidiluea from the Shillong to Aijal Jail

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

*33. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Why Rani Guidiluea has been transferred from the Shillong to
the Ajjal Jail ?
(b) Whether she was made to walk along way while she was
escorted from Shillong to Aijal ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

33.(a)—This woman was transferred to Aijal at the orders of the Agent

to the Crown Representative because the climate was more like that of her
own village than that of Shillong, and there are more facilities for extra
nural exercise.
- (b)—Yes, because there is only a bridle track to Aijjal.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
instead of Manipur ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am not in a position to reply to this question because this is
dealt by the Crown Representative.

Why has she been sent to Aijal

a matter

Prosecutions for leading a procession at Sylhet
1940

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

on 26th February

*34. Will Government be pleased to state why the cases against Com
rade Biresh Chandra Misra, Secretary, District Congres Committee S lhe;
and Comrade Satyabrata Dutta, President, SurmaValley Student Feaeryt'
for leading a procession at Sylhet on the 26th February last were t a'lzn
drawr_l inspite of the assurance given by Sir Muhammad S: dnﬁ Wlth_
Premlelr onhthe floor of this House, in the last Session of thza Alss:;nbtlye
3};22‘, zrlll ?suc cases ggamst the aforesaid persons and others would be with-

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
replied :

34.—There was no prosecution of the

> ) ( wo gentlemen mentioned in the
question for leading a procession on 26th Fe ‘ - '

bruary last,
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Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I mean January and not February.
(Laughter).

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I searched my records and found that there was no such prosecution for
leading a procession on 26th February.

Taking of record of unemployed educated youths in the province
during the ensuing Census operations

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked :

*35. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any register has been opened to keep a record of
educated unemployed youths ?
() If so, from when ?

*36. Do Government propose to consider the advisability of taking a
record of unemployed educated youths in the province during the ensuing
Census operations.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

35. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
36.—Yes.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Isita fact that Government
promised during the December Session of 1937 that certain registers will be
opened ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : It is a fact and orders have
already been passed that such a register shall be kept.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Inspite of the promise are
we to understand that as usual Government have done nothing in the
matter ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: This Government has broken
no promise.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May we know what action has been
taken by the Government with regard to this matter ?

The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government in order to settle the procedure corresponded with the Congress
Government of Bihar who opened such registers and found that they have
got very elaborate details in their registers. After consulting the forms of
that Government we have simplified the procedure as far as possible and
final orders were passed about a week ago that the registers will be opened
next year.

Adjournment of the House for five minutes on account of Armistice

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon. members are aware that to-
day is the Armlstlce Day and at 11-38 (local time) Individual silence for
two minutes is to be observed. This time observance of this silence is to be
such as not to amount to demonstration. Therefore, in order to enable the
hon. members to observe two minutes silence, I propose to adjourn the
House for five minutes till 11-40.

* (The House was then adjourned for five minutes to meet again at11-40),
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After adjournment
(Supplementaries to Starred questions Nos. 35—36 continued)

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge reply whether by unemployed educated youths she means also unem-
ployed educated young women ?

The Hom’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Women are never included
under the term “unemployed educated youths™.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister
consider that ?

The Hon’hle Miss MAVIS DUNN :
shall take that into consideration.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY: Has the Hon’ble Minister
any idea as to how she wants to tackle that problem ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I am not
such a problem.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : How would the Hon’ble
Minister make provision for them ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I am not aware that unemploy-
ment among women is an acute problem.

If the hon. member Wishes, I

aware that there is

Measures taken to ameliorate the condition of tea gardem labourers
out of the money realised from the Agricultural Income-tax

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOZKER JEE asked :

*37. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) If any measures have been taken to ameliorate the condition

of tea garden labourers out of the, money realised from the
Agricultural Income-tax ?

(b) If so, (i) what are the schemes and (i) what sums, if any,
have been spent on these schemes ?

(¢) Whether any money out of the income derived from the Agri-
cultural Income tax has been spent for the improvement
of road communication in the tea area ?

(4) If so, what is the amount ?

l'Téllle Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

37. (a)—No. Unless specified in the taxation measure

the obj t
the Act as stated in the Objects and Reasons of the Bill intr dect- o

\ taf oduce

previous Ministry was to augment the revenue of the province in (c:ionlz};l -
tion of the deterioration of the provincial finances, loss in r s
account of th(? introduction of prohibition of the use of opiu erilnue L
of liberal remissions of land revenue and to produce extra El (Itln ’ tt eﬁ e
other beneficial projects. The income from the .Z\ssanrll SA i Illancel
Income-tax has been merged in provincial revenue S nne

proposed to be spent on beneficial projects, 5, Dot wighsmederis
‘ (b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—No.

(d)—Does not arise,
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isit nota fact that during the
discussion the:se was a proposal that some money should be carmarked for
these purposes and the then Hon'ble Minister who piloted the Bill gave an
assurance that these points would be considered ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mere discussion cannot help the hon. member. For sueh reservation or
earmarking provision must be made in the enactment.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Arc we not to attach any
importance to the assurances which were made by the Government ben-
ches?

The Hon’ble Mauiavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Surely.

B}jIr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isitnot a fact that it was
clearly stated on the floor of the House that these points would be consider-
ed?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The hon. member may refresh his memory by looking into  the proccedings
of the House.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I would also request the Hon’ble
Prime Minister to look into the proceedings of the House and he would find
that it was stated that proper consideration would be given to these points
raised by me.

The Homn’ble RMaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As T have already stated, if the whole or part of the revenue is to be spent
for a particular purpose mere discussion in the debate will not help. The
earmarking should be provided in the Bill. ’

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I request the Hon’ble
Prime Minister to consider these points ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have already stated that it is not possible. ’

Grant to the Deaf and Dumb School at Sylhet
Mzr. BAIDYANATH H/EOOIQER]EE asked :

*38. Are Goyernmqnt awarc that the present grant to the Deaf
Dumb SC}X)OI a(t, Sylhet is very meagre and cannot meet its vital needs ?
*39. Are Government aware that its verv exis i X

; stence is th
for insufficiency of funds ? 7 i
*40. Will Government be pleased to state if in view of jis utility
Government propose to sanction at least Rs. 200 per mensem from the
next year ?

and

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

38.—Yes.

39.—Yes.

40,——Goverr_1m§,nt Propose
the state of provincial finances
desirable schemes.

Mr. EAIDYANATH MQ(}KERJEE: May T know whether Govern-
ment has glve? any anSldCratIOH to this fact, Sir ?

The Hor’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Certain]
Government Is considering the question of increasing the grant. %

to raise the grant to the extent permitted by
and the claims of more or equally urgent and

%
]
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOORKERJEE: To what extent ? May I
have any idea ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment cannot give any idea just now.

Introduction of military training in educatiomal institutions in
Assam

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*41. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) What steps, if any, have been taken by Government to introduce
military training in educational institutions in Assam ?
(6) Whether it is a fact that war conditions have strengthened the
existing demand for such training ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

41.(a)—The introduction of military training in the Government
Colleges is receiving Government attention.
(b)—This is a matter of opinion.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKXERJEE: Since when is it receiving the
attention of the Government ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: For some

time.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOCOKER]JEE : Is there any hope of the

scheme materialising 1n the near future ?
The Homn’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
matter is under discussion between the Defence Department and the Central

Authority.

Grants to the Harijan Hostel at Sylhet

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

#42. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) What grants have been made in the case of the Harijan Hog; 1
at Sylhet ? e
(b) Whether they are aware that the Hostel cannot go on with
a minimum recurring grant of Rs.100 per mensem ? =
(¢) Ifso, do Government propose to provide the necessary grant

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURJ replied :

42.(a)—Rupees 64 per year since 1939-40.
(6)—Government gather that more assistance is required

(¢)—Government propose to increase their assistance jf funds permit
mit.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJER : May I know ;
has Government gathered that no more assistancz is necessgl?;}t}z}r]xm}ivioalilﬁq
being given at present ? is
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 saig
“Government gather that more assistance is required.”
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Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: May

I know from the hon. questioncr which community the term ‘Harijan’
refers to ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The hon. member may obtain
the answer from the Hon’ble Minister.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: He wants to know whether
‘Harijan’ is a community by itself ?

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: What
does the hon. questioner mean by the term ‘Harijan’ ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member may explain what
he means by the term ‘Harijan’.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I donot think there is any
necessity for that. The term is too well-known. If, however, he likes, I
may explain the meaning to him after the question period (laughter).

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURI : Do
we funderstand that the hon. member is unable to explain the term
without consulting the dictionary ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am not bound to give any
explanation to my hon. friend, who is exceeding his limit. Will you please
stop him, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think, by now the public is well-
acquainted with the term “Harijan”.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI: We do
not know whether there is any separate community called ‘Harijan’.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I do not want to take the time Y
of the hon. members by explaining the term now as this will take some time.
I shall explain this afterwards and if necessary I shall spend days over it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister understood
what is meant by the term ‘Harijan’, and replies were given accordingly.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROQAH: On a point of order, Sir.
May I know from the Hon’ble Speaker whether any hon. member’ who
puts supplementary question can elicit information from a questioner ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, there is a rule to that effect

¢ M. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: If the question is bongfide one
of course.

(Starred questions Nos.43-46 standing in the name of Srijut Khorsing
Terang were not put and answered as the questioner wag absent).

Appointment of a Stenographer in the office of the Director of
Veterinary Department, Assam [ ‘
Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI asked : ‘
A

*47. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Ifitis a fact that the present Director of the Veterinary De-
partment, Assam, was permitted by the Cabinet to appoint
his son in his own Department as his Stenographer ?

(b) Ifit is a fact that this son of the said Directoy of the Veteri-

nary Department is a mere Matriculate and once dismissed
from the same office ?

e e
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(¢) Why he was appointed in preference to bona fide Assamese
candidates with higher qualifications ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the domiciled Bengali community to
which the present Director of the Veterinary Department
belongs, is already over-represented in the Veterinary
Department ?

(¢) Do Government propose to set aside this appointment now ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

47. (a) to (¢)—The hon. member’s attention is drawn to the replies
given to unstarred questions Nos. 43-46, put by Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta,
M.L.A., at this session of the Assembly and also to the Press Note, dated
the 31st July 1940, a copy of which is placed on the Library table.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Those questions have not
answered.

The Hon’kle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Terang is absent,
and so questions Nos. 43-46 could not be put.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: But the same  questions have been
repeated under question No.47.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The hon. member’s
attention is drawn to the Press Note, dated the 31st July 1940, a copy of
which is placed on the Library Table.

Mr. NAPA KUMAR DUTTA: What meritorious services did the
Rai Sahib render so that his son has been appointed ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That was alrcady
stated in the Press Note I have referred to.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
in the Press Note.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
These questions have been put down for reply in to-day’s unstarred ques-.-
tions Nos.43-46. So my Hon’ble Colleague may givé the gist of those

replies.

3 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The point is that the Hon’ble
Minister wanted to reply to question No.47 by referring to the answers
given to questions Nos.43-46. But those questions were not answered
There are also some questions to this effect in the list of unstarred question;
for to-day. The Hon’ble Minister might read out those answers.

The Homn’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I will, if I am

permitted to do so. The replies to unstarred questions Nos.43-46
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta are :— » put by

43. (a)— Yes.
(b)—Matriculation with the knowledge of shorthand and type-

been

I am afraid it was not mentioned

writing.
(¢)—Government.
(d)—Read up to I.A. and he is proficient in stenography.

(e)—Mr. P. . Pande, m.sc., M.r.c.v.s. :
Investigation Officer of Assam. : ’ > the  then Vetermary

The reply to (f) is not necessary.

g)—In consideration of his father’s meritori ;
> . 1torio i
offer to retire prematurely. In this connection 8 sEriee anaihis

the hon. member’s attenti
is drawn to the Press Note, dated 31st July 1 4 : 23 L
on the Library Table, July 1040, 2 copy of which is placed
(h)—No.
44,—Yes, but he is domiciled in Assam.
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45.—The honl. member’s attention is drawn to  the reply under 43(8)
above. ’
46.—Does not arise.

Mr. NABA. KUM!&R DUT]:[\ e }‘!(,]' ‘-'h‘.;!dl >y P .y ) > T ,’
rendered by Rai Sahib was his son appointed ? entonons eV

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Government in their
annual reports h“fv‘? r?P"“‘"'F”Y mentioned of the meritorious services
rendercq by t}?c Rai 5?1}11!). J"h«_: attraction of the public to the Department
of Veterinary is due to h'ns efforts. Economically, itis estimated that by
the new methods he has introduced a saving of not less than 3 lakhs of
rupees has been ‘3frCCth to our provincial exchequer.  Special mentions
have been made of these services in the annual reports o )

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know whe —
have been introduced by the Rai Sahib ? ’ EERioat srune St
: The Hon’blg Maulavi MMUNAWWAR ALI: Particularly the goat
tissue vaccines which have enormously increased the efficacy of the treat-
ment, and also for protective purposes. -’ '

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Isit not a fact that these were
introduced by his predecessor ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: May be, but so much
emphasis was not laid by him. ?

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is it the i i i
Government that c.onsidcr'atio_n of the meritorious scrvi(:c(; 11‘3:(1)11(11?;)1]*cc10§) , tl,?:'
ancestor of a candidate is given preference to the actual merits 0% t‘he
candidates ? =

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It ;

7 . . o E Ot &
policy of Government, but in c§gg:pt1()r1exl cases this considcxg'z::i(:)ndi]s‘:shg(’ﬁ-\r;rf.r'11

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Isitnot afact that the Rai Sahib
gave an undertaking that he would retire in November if his son was given
th - appointment ? g

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: Yes, Sir

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I enquire w] : :
Sahib has retired since the‘n ? & nquire whether the Rai

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No., Sir

- ] .
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know when the Rai Sahib
is going to I'Ctl,I'C ?
ble Maulavi . .

. J’f‘)ﬁle Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Assoon as his successor
___Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know whether he will retire
in November or in December ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALX: That I cannot say

_Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Isita fact that the Rai Sahib is

trying to get an extension ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : May I know whether he will be given

any extension ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No.

Adjournmpent motion omn account of failure of Govermment for
convening a conferen.ce of represemntatives of different interests
to decide the policy and principle of recruitment in public
services v

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. I h i i

: . : . a d
of some adjournment motions. The first one is from Bab‘lie llfzctf)li‘;ﬁiraml)\;ftcl:ls
Aditya. He has given notices of three adjournment motions.
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I beg leave of the House

to move:

“That this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance, to wit, the failure of the Minis-
try in implementing the assurance of the Hon’ble Premier in the last Budget
Session, for convening a conference of the representatives of different

interests to decide on the policy and principle of recruitment in public
services.”’

That question came up in the course of a cut motion during the last
Budget Session of the Assembly in which the Hon’ble Premier was pleased
to assure us that as soon as the Assembly Session was over, he would
convene a conference to settle upon a policy to be followed by the Govern-
ment. But when I found that nothing was done I gave a reminder to him
and the reply was that he was busy with the retrenchment proposals and
as soon as those were finished he would call the conference. Afterwards, I
met him personally and had a discussion with him on the subject, but even
then he has not yet called the proposed conference.

Sir, some appointments have already been made and others are to be
made in the near future and unless this question is decided once for all,
there will be much agitation amongst the public. Already this question has
given the public cause for anxiety and the public mind is so tense about
the state of things that something must be done soon.

The Hon’bile the SPEAKER : The hon. member must show how
it is urgent. -

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, itis urgent in the sense
that some appointments have already been made and some are likely to be
made shortly and although the Hon’ble Premier gave an assurance that he
would convene a conference he had not done so and unless the Ministry acts

upto the assurances, it is really a serious question and therefore it is very
urgent.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker Sir, I  doubt very much whether the subject-matter of this
nature can be debated in an adjournment motion. The matter is neither
very urgent nor very recent. As my hon. friend has narrated the course
of events, i.e., during the course of a debate on the floor of the House, I
suggested that I would take into my confidence the different representati’ves
in evolving a new policy and when I did not convene that conference he
wrote me a demi-official letter and I replied to him :hat as I was very busy
with the retrenchment proposals, I was not able to call the conference.

Then, out of 187 recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee
the present Ministry has been al g

reser S ble to come to a decision on 57. Ag this
question 1s connected with the various questions that arise under re

trench-
ment proposals and as we have not been able to finish g
called .the conference. But z : H_those, J:have not

) ersation that i ini
has already gone a long way to meet the wishes of m o Mt

. . friends.
Ministry has reserved 20 per cent. representation to ?(’?lovg?ds The present

the best and meritorious candidates irrespective of the fact that they come
from the over-represented communities, To that effect I have passed an

interim order and as soon as I am free from other pre-occupations, I will
take my friend into my confidence, » 7

nment services to
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Another point that arises in this connection is the uncertainty of the
number of people who are called domiciled Bengalis. In the Nationality
Statement the domiciled Bengalis are shown to be less than one per cent.
and therefore their proportion is not there. Some representatives of the
domiciled Bengalis, notably my hon. friend Srijut Satyendra Mohan Lahin,
M.I.C., has been moving in this matter and I told him that unless and until
I got the figures for that community I was not in a position to do anything
on the subject. I have framed, as I have said, a policy for giving relief to
the over-represented community of Surma Valley Hindus and others and
owing to the absence of figures I have not been able to convene the proposed
conference on the subject. I hope my hon. friend will agree with me that
I have done all that was possible in the matter. ’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKFER : It scemsthat the hon. member was
satisfied with the reply of the Hon’ble Premier.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Of course the Hon’ble Premier
assured me that he would reserve 20 per cent. for the meritorious candidates,
but in the recent advertisements made by the Public Service Commission no
mention was made about this.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member will please hear
me and give reply to the question. The question is whether the details
mentioned by the Hon’ble Premier were necessary for convening the
conference.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: No such details were necessary
pbecause the different communities, such as the Surma Valley Muslims
the Assam Valley Muslims, the Immigrants, the Surma Valley Sche-
duled Caste people, the Assam Valley Scheduled Caste people require-
separate representation. So even without the exact figure of domi-
ciled Bengalis being available, the conference could be convened to
gsettle the unit and policy of reprcser_ltation. So I think, Sir, something
more could have been done by the Ministry.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: Does thc hon. member desire to

roceed with the motion ?
Pt Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Ifthe Hon’ble Minister gives
an assurance that he will look into the question of giving representation by
convening the conference, I do not wish to proceed with the motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1 have already done that, Sir.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : Then I take it that the hon. member
withdraws his motion. In that case, it is not necessary for me to decide

whether it is in order or not.

Adjournment motion on account of promulgating a ban by Gov-
ernment on public procession, meeting and assembly in the

district of Sylhet

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I beg leave to move :

«That this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance ,to wit, the action of the Gov-
ernment in-promu]gatlng a ban on public procession, meeting and assembly
in the district of Sylhet by their Notification No0.4997-H., dated the 28th

May 1940.” : ,
Sir, this 1s @ VEI'y urgent question which is practically threatening the
ablic life in the dlSt_“Ct of Sylhet and although now it has been extended
p the district of Sylhet, and Cachar, I think, sooner or later this will

nly to : .
ge thended throughout the whole province, Assam Government seized
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the earliest opportunity to promulgate such a ban although it has not been

done even in Calcutta or in any industrial or mill areas near about

Calcutta.......cooovn....

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should state his
case briefly. ]

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I drew the attention of the
Government to the fact that if the order is allowed to stand, as it is at
present, there will be difficulty in attending bazars, theatres and mosques,
and though some modification seems to have been made in this respect,
even now a person going to the bazar is liable to be hauled up under this
order. Therefore this order has been affecting adversely the public life in
the districts of Sylhet and Cachar, so much so that even a condolence meet-
ing cannot be held without filing a petition three days before the meeting.
So this is a very important and urgent question, and it affects the expression
of free public opinion and it interferes with the normal course of life in the
districts of Sylhet and Cachar.

The Homn'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, certain orders were passed under the Defence of India
Act and Rules prohibiting a particular kind of agitation in the district of
Sylhet as it was found that owing to the activities of a socialist and revolu-
tionary group the peace and order in the district were in jeopardy. As the
hon. member himself admits, since the receipt of the representation made by
him, there has been a certain modification. and after this modification, in
the application of the rules no peace-loving member of society need have
any difficulty in pursuing his normal life

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has there been any modification in
the rules ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, there has been some modification.  This notification was necessi-
tated by the activities of the so-called socialists who were trying to foment
trouble between the zamindars and the tenants and it was in order to stop
that kind of agitation that the rulesunder the Defence of India Act were
promulgated in Sylhet district. The ordinary course of life of the citizens
has not in any way been interfered with, and I am pained to hear from my
hon. friend that he was prevented even from convening a condolence meet-
ing by the district authorities. There is absolutely no reason why such
Peaceful meetings should not be allowed. As a matter of fact the instruc-
tions are only to prohibit meetings called by these socialists and revolution-
ary agitators. '

. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I be per-
mitted to rise and take up the cudgels on behalf of Cachar ? May I sub-
mit, Sir, that the interference with public rights and privileges has become

) Intolerable in that district ? The public life of the Valley has been practi-

! cally paralysed by the operation of these rules. The Hon’ble the Premier
has tried to gloss over the matter by saying that the orders have been modi-
fied, but it has not eased the sit .ation in any way, and it is time that i
thing was done to mend matters. No one seem to realise that la dsom(::_

Y rules, as are being applied to cover all phases of publié activi:i'"éc h ;i;t:)(t;
create any affection in the public mind for the powers that be arsl’d Cdefeat
their very object.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hop. member is not to argue.

‘Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I am not satisfied by the
statement made by the Hon’ble Premier, because even the modification
that he referred to cannot prevent a person going to the bazar from being
hauled up under the law as it stands.

%
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'The hon. member should have men-
tioned in his motion in which direction the modifications have been made.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : No modification has been
made in the order itself, but it must have been made in some communica-
tion by the Government to the Deputy Commissioner. The law, as it stands,
had not been modified.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Having heard the hon. member who
has tabled this motion and the Hon’ble the Premier, I am disposed to think
that this matter is of urgent public importance, and, therefore, I hold that
the motion is in order. The Hon’ble Premier has objected to the motion
being moved.

Has the hon. member got leave of the House to move the motion ?
(Then more than twenty members rose in support of the motion).

The hon. member has got leave of the Housc_ to move this motion.
What time I am to fix for taking up the motion I will decide after disposing
of the other motions.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On a
point of order, Sir, can more than one adjournment motion be taken up on
the same day ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This point was raised in this House in
1938. when after an adjournment motion was allowed to be moved leave
for another adjournment motion was asked for. I did not decide that point
then. Having regard to the urgency of the second motion that was
intended to be moved I asked the hon. member to table that motion on
the next day waiving wurgency. Since then, the matter has received my
earnest consideration, and I may tell the hon. member without divulging
any secrect that I took up this matter in the Presidents’ and Sl)caket‘g’
Conference held in Simla in 1939. The matter was discussed there, and in
the light of that discussion I have decided to follow the procedure that is
followed in the Central Assembly. Now, that procedure is exactly like the
procedure that we find in our rules. In the Central Assembly they allow
leave to be asked for more than one adjournment motion to be moved on
the same day in order to have the President’s decision as to whether the
motions are in order or not. Where notice of more than one adjournment
motion is given for the same day, the adjournment motions are dealt with
in the House in order of receipt. If leave to move is granted in respect of
any of these motions, the outstanding motions are left over for inclusion in
the agenda of the following day. This process is continued from day to
day until all the motions are disposed of That is the procedure followed
in the Central Assembly. When the Central Assembly Rules and our rules
are the same, I have decided to follow this procedure. And that is, if leave
is granted to members to move more than one adjournment motion, one
might be taken up to-day and others would be put in the agenda for the
next day, and the process will be continued til] all the motions are disposed
of. Therefore, even when an adjournment motion has been fixed for to-day,
other motions will have to be considered to see whether those motions are
in order or not, and then the leave of the House should be asked for and if
leave be granted to other motions which may be found to be in order, then
dates may be fixed for taking up the motions.
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Adjournment motion on account of dislocation and delayed convey-
- ance of mails between Shillong and the districts of
Sylhet and Cachar

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I beg leave to move my
adjournment motion, namely :—

‘“ That this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the action of the
Government contributing to the dislocation and delayed conveyance of
mails between Shillong and the districts of Sylhet and Cachar. »’

Sir, this Government directed the Postal authorities by letter that they
must make other arrangement for carrying the mails between Shillong and
Sylhet and Cachar in view of the fact that the company which was carrying
the mails would have their license terminated by April. The Postal Dep-
artment accordingly gave notice to the company concerned to discontinue
carrying mails after that date as announced to them by the Provincial Go-
vernment. It seems that the Provincial Government did not make any other
arrangement, although they took a lot of care to inform the Postal Depart-
ment that the license would come to an end from a certain date. The result
has been that the Postal authorities, finding that no other arrangement was
made by the Government to put service cars on the Sylhet-Shillong Road,
have decided to carry the mails 2ic Gauhati through the Assam-Bengal
Railway. Asa consequence we are getting the mails from Shillong on the
fourth day. The difficulty of the members coming from the Surma Valley
will be obvious from the fact that most of the le*ters issued by your Depart-
ment did not reach the hands of members and as such we could not be in
time to table our amendments to the Bills.

This, Sir, is the difficulty we are experiencing and it is the negligence
of this Government which has contributed to the dislocation of the mails
to Sylhet. As such, I hold them responsible for this difficulty. Tt is also a
matter of urgent public importance. - _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I dispute the facts as stated by the hon memberjusé
now. ‘The difficulty, as a matter of fact, is due to the action of the Postal
Department in changing the route for carrying the mails between Shillong
and Sylhet—an action under which Government is suffering as much as the
public. But this is a matter in which'we are helpless, as it is a Central
subject.

In order to disp=l the misapprehension that is probably in the mind of
the hon. member, T will say that, dlthough this Governmenf, thinkin

that they would be able to settle permit holders or public carriers ung

; e . . er
the new Motor Vehicles Act on the Shillong-Sylhet road by April last, j
formed the Postal authorities so. Since then the Postal authorities were .
formed that the existing state of affairs was being continued for three mo ;II:-
at a stretch. The Postal authorities continued carriage of articles and Er .]S
by the old contractors till about August last. But, as earnt R
from Sir Gurunath Bewoor, the Director-General of Posts and Tplers9nally
a dispute had arisen between the contractors and the Postal D'e egraphs,
as regards payment to the former and that the contractor hs al Department
of filing a suit against the Postal Department. Hence th 2}lls 0 i iy

carry mails by this route. £¥ aye’ ceatedio

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 have heard the hon. member who
has asked fo.r ]eavg and the an’ble Premier. I am disposed to think that
this motion 1s not in 01.‘del‘., as it does not exclusively relate to a matter of
administration which is within the purview of this Government alone. In
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that view, I do not hold, even though thecie mav be some inconvenience
complained of, that this matter is of any urgent importance which should
be discussed. '

The next motion is from Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

Adjournment motion on account of framing and putting into
operation the Rules under the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1939
without giving an opportunity to the House to consider the Rules

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: M;y. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave
of the House to move my motion, viz.—

““ That this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the action ol Govern-
ment in framing and putting into opecration the Rules under the Indian
Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, without giving an opportunity to this House to
consider the Rules under the mandatory provisions of scction 133 of the said
Act.”

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sure it is well known to the House that in 1939

the Indian Motor Vehicles Act was placed on the Statute Book as Act 1V
of 1939 on the 16th February of the same year when it received the assent
of the Governor-General. It came into force on the 1st of July 1939, It
is not necessary for my present purpose to go into any details about this
picce of legislation. What I am concerned with is that, this Act conferred
the power of rule-making on the local Government by virtue of sections 21,
41, 65, 67, 68, etc. In exercise of those powers after previous publication as
required, the Government of Assam framed certain R ules called the Assam
Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. These Rules came into force on the 1st and
the 11th of March 1940. Now my submission is that, according to the man-
datory provisions of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, it was incumbent
upon the local Government to place these Rules hefore this House and invite
their opinion thereupon. This the Government have failed to do and even
now they are not showing any intention to do so. And they have thereby
robbed this House- of a valuable and substantial right of legislation. I
submit, Sir, that this is treating the House with scanty respect.  And the
House cannot lightly treat such an act on the part of Government. In that
view of the matter, I submit that thisis a matter of definite and urgent
public importance, and as the grievance is stjll continuing and the Govern-
ment have failed to utilise the present session of the Asse’mbly to regularise
the Rules irregularly framed and illegally enforced, therefore, I submit that
this is a matter of recent occurrence and this is the first opportunity that this
House has got to criticise the conduct of the Government and I desire to
utilise it.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Sir, my submission to you will be that this motion is out of order. This is
not the earliest opportunity which the House had. According to the speech
of my hon. friend......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When were the Rules completed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
In March last, while we were in session.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : On what date ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
First instalment was published on the 1st and the last instalment on the 11th
of March. -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: After the 11th there was not
14 d'ays’p time in accordance with the Rules. May I read out the relevant
section I
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When did the Assembly disperse ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I am sorry, Sir, I did not
mention it before. It was not too much to hope that the Hon’ble Premier
would have treated it in the way it deserved, but he did not care even to
read the section, I mean section 133 (3) of the Act which runs as follows—

¢¢ All Rules made under this Act by the Central Government or by any
Provincial Government shall be laid for not less than 14 days before the
Central or Provincial Legislature as the case may be, as soon as possible
after they are made, and shall be subject to such modifications as the Legis-
lature may make during the session in which they are so laid.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There were two publications, I think.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, one instalment was
published on the 1st and then the other on the 11th March. After the 11th,
there was no time for the Government. So I did not unnecessarily like to
bother myself or the House over it and make myself a fool.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have got nothing to add, Sir. This is not the earliest opportunity for this
House to discuss these Rules. Rules were published in two instalments—
one on the Ist and one on the 11th. At least during the first instalment, the
House had every opportunity to discuss it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The House has the right to discuss it.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is not a matter for adjournment motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It involves a right of the House to
discuss it.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We
do not say that we are not going to place it before the House,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, are we to wait till the
dooms-day ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
My friend should not be thinking of dooms-day. He will have his chance,

er. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I think, I have got my char.me
to-aay.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Inregard to this motion. I am not
satisfied by what has been said by the Hon’ble Premier that thé matter is
not of urgent public importance. No doubt the last instalment of the Rules
were published on the 11th of March, 1940. The Assembly session durin
the last Budget Session was prorogued, I think, on the 21st of March ang
although there was a publication of a part of the Rules on the Ist of Mérch
the members might havs very well expected that the Government Woul(i
come forward with all the Rules at one and the same time. It has been said
that the Rules have been put into operation. As I read section 133 of India
Motor Vehicles Act, I find that it is mandatory upon Government to p)a, "
these Rules before the House at least for 14 days and the House h:a.sp 5
right to make amendments and the whole intention is that on] %hot a
amended Rules are to be put into operation. Therefore, ¥ 036

N 2 . . hOW the s
the Government in putting into operation these Ru action of
the Indian Motor Vlzhicleg Act is I1320 be viewed in tl}?z fl‘{l‘a}rﬁedfbfr them under
of section 133 of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act making .tobtl’le provisions
the Government to place these Rules at least for 14 d%; Sl g flg;atory upon
and giving the right to the House to amend thege Rules iz a ¢ 01e‘the Souse
public importance. In view of the fact that Government (h ar.n’attm of urgendt
to place these Rules before the House in this session, 1 holc;l fi}ilOt Selirrh
be in order. As thereis objection to | ? €. motion to

eave being granted, I 1d
whether the member has got the leave of the House t% ;Igmvré the m:')vt?;n' ek
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(Then more than twenty members rose in support of the motion.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has got the leave of
the House to move the motion.

Adjournment motion for allotting a sum of rupees one lac by
Government to the War Fund

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 beg leave
of the House to move :—

¢ That this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of

urgent public importance, namely, the unconstitutional impropriety of the
Government in allotting one lac of rupees to the War Fund from the revenues
of the province in course of the current year and thus creating a new item of
expenditure after annual estimate for the year had been passed by the House
during the last Budget Session.” §

Sir, I need not take much tim« of the House in convincinz vou that this

adjournment motion is in consonance with all the requirements "of the rules
under which I am now seeking the permission of the House. The Hon’ble
Premier has, to-day, admitted that the donation to the War Fund was made
by the Government under section 150 of the Government of India Act. Sir,
this is not the time for me to go into the cornitroversy whether the donation
can be made under that section but, as you will see, on readines the section,
that even if an expenditure on accont of the donation can l)?; incurred, the
power to incur the expenditure has been given by that section not to the
Government, but to the Federal or Provincial Legislature. The Government
have, however, incurred this expenditure without consulting the Provincial
Assembly and, in doing so, they have committed a breach of the privilege
of this House. Moreover, it i« a matter of urgent public importance. Sir,
in view of the awkward precedence created by the Government, I submit
that the members of the House bz provided a full opportunity of discussing
the unconstitutional measure of the Government. At this stage, I do not
wish to add anything more, but should the necessity arise L?) add to my
remarks 1 shall do so after I have heard the Hon’ble Premier.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, we are going to move a supplementary demand for this amount
on the 19th.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In that case the hon. member will have
the opportunity of discussing this matter on that day.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: This supplementary state-
ment was supposed to have been placed before the House to-day, but so far
we have had no such supplementary statement ; and we did not know whe-
ther the Hgn’ble Premier was going to include that particular item in the
supplementary demands. Moreover the question is whether the Hon’ble
Premier can come forward with a supplementary demand for this particular
item. Should it be ruled out that the Hon’ble Prime Minister cannot bring
a supplementary demand for the item, the House will be shut from the
opportunity of discussing this unconstitutional act of the Government and
the breach of the privilege of the members of this House. A supplementary
:d‘f:mand 1n my opinion, can only be moved in respect of that item of expen-
diture for which an original grant was made by the House and in respect of
such an expenditure which is incurred for the province. The Hon’ble Prime
Minister had no authority, whatsoever, to incur this expenditure without
taking into confidence the House and the plea to come forward with the sup-
plementary demand is a mere subterfuge to avoid the censure for this un-
con’.g,tituti.onal act of the Government. We should not be dcprived of the
opportunity of discussing this unconstitutional act of the Government.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is not right that the
supplementary statcment was to be placed before the Housc to-day. The
supplementary statement will be placed on the 14th. From what I have
heard from the Hon’ble Premier and also from the hon. member, I think,
that matter can be very fittingly discussed in connection with the supplemen-
tary demand that is coming before the House. Of course, as the hon.
member says, if the Chair rules out then he will be deprived of discussing
the action of the Government. Now, I think the objection raised by the hon.
member on this score is not sound and further I may draw the atfention of
the hon. member to a rule relating to adjournment motions that the adjourn-
ment motion should not anticipate a discussion which has already been
fixed up. Though the matter has not as yet been fixed up, yet when the
Hon’ble Premier gives the assurance that he will come forward with a sup-
plementary demand before the Housc, I think, this motion should not be
taken up to-day. Of course, if the Hon’ble Premier does not place the
demand before the House on the fixed date then I shall see whether the
hon. member should have an opportunity to discuss this matter.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALTI AHMED : At the time of the discussion of
this supplementary demand I hope, Sir, you will give us sufficient time to
have full discussion on this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of course the time will be fixed by
His Excellency the Governor for supplementary demands and the allotment
of time to different demands will be fixed by me and I shall see whether
more time can be given for discussing this particular item.

Adjournment motion on account of undue influence
certain Government Officers on the electorate in the
elections to the Legislature

exerted by
recent bye-

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the motion for
which I have to seck leave of the House is this :

«“That this House do now adjourn to discuss a defin
public importance to wit, the undue influence exerted
ment officers on the electorate by their active p
bye-elections to the Legislature”.

ite matter of urgent
d by certain Govern-
articipation in the recent

Sir, this is a definite matter of urgent public importance and it is of recent
occurrence and I have taken the earliest opportunity to bring it to the notice
of this House. -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:' May I intervene ?
member tabled some questions on this subject ?

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then is it not better to wait for the
questions ? se

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: IfI sct an as

ernmcni:] now that they will enquire into tf?e condu.zltlrc?f1 li(;leglt;ogn[ﬁ the Sl
there may not be any occasion to discuss these questions again Ct(:)rs : ghen
Government give me an assurance that they wilj take up :gn - t_r i tfl‘le
reply eatly...... Y questions for

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think ng
comes now in view of the fact that the h
questions. [ may ask the Government
questions so that the hon. meml|

Has not the hon,

uch question of ‘assurance
On. member has given notice of such
to expedite the answering of those
Per Ay get an opportunity of knowing what
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answer Is given and in the light of those answers the hon. member may  dis-
cuss the question and I may allow the hon. member to move the m ‘t: l’
some Ot}ler time. No doubt this matter is of very ur"cn‘t 1m )m‘t(') e dIt
agree with the hon. member.  But I would ask the iu)x’l.hxm-mbrrl t "-l'l‘(‘-.e"“"_“”
the answer from the Government comes to thos. questions ’ ‘ it
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

If my hon. friend will give me the “efinite allegations 1 will surely make

enquiry. .
Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: ad already made .

in my q{x(:stions. AS: I had alrecady made these allegations
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Am [ to take i : 2 ,

does not wish to press his motion ? £ o take it that the hon. member
Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes.

Adjournment motion on account of directions issued by the Superin
Fendent of.CensExs Operation, Assam, for the guidance of of[[)icers
in connection with the census operation of the Province

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Mr. Spcaker, Sir, I beg le:
the House to move— > , I beg leave of
¢¢ That the Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of di .
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the S‘itu-)t’ lSCL;SSIng a
been created by the retrograde and objectionable lzcatu]-ég o([l‘ 1?11 that has
directions issued by the Superintendent of Census Opcrati(; A.s‘(r)mc ‘oI‘ the
uidance of the officers and people concerned in the matte .n:f' s.scx‘m, for the
ns in the province of Assam, 1941.” r of census opera-

Sir, there has been bitter criticism against some of the i 3
have been issued b‘)_/ the Census Supcrintindcnt,s I{I_:;a;’l:lll%‘;:zl‘sffuctl()qs that
have been aware of the volume of protest, that have been r;is f»(iﬁnm{ﬂ s
Press as well as in the platforms about the most Obj(’jc'tiona‘bclc )fmtl L
f the directions. If they are allowed to function, if the O%CL(—I:E:S 'u?ef

tio

some O >
allowed to be guided by those instructions, if the pernici inci
‘ : ous princi
introduced, the result would be disastrous to the national life gf thglgzo;lge

It is a matter of urgent public importance because i -t
has agitated the public mind so m%ch as have bcienlgorrfgel?; txt?ees lg?rmattgr
and anomalous features. Government may take the plea that the o
being a Central subject, th.is Government have absolutely no hand _Celglus
matter. But they cannot in this way shirk their responsibility. The lrlh X
. deﬁnlt_c dx}ty towards the people of the Province and they sl:xould ¥ "
those obj ec@lonab-le features of the instructions ere long. The cernsns e
tion is one in which the pcople of this province are vitally interest;d i
The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD As S
my hon. friend did me the honour of writing a letter, posiﬁtli‘rlx)Uz_‘LﬁAéertsl.r’
defects in the instructions issued by the Census Commissionerg But b fal~n
I could reply to him, I was told by certain leading and res onsible e(:)cile
men from the Assam Valley that they would like to wait 011)1 a de EtatF e-
about the matter urdldcr debate. I had received the deputation at F()}‘;,mhlotr'1
recently and assurec them that I would see that instructions are issued ? )
moving - the objectionable features. The late Excise Commissioner RZE
friadz Dusgeryat Sarmg saw me op e e sebiect sbour the s
jon O . vas satisfied with t i
]Sglgen taken. 1 hope my hon. friend will be satti}slﬁegeffcfrgotr}l];?at e
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: May I be favoured wich copics
of the instructions that have been recently issued ? ¥

/7 g
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
will be pleased to furnish this to my hon. friend, if he wants them.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: May I take it that the hon. member
does not wish to press his motion.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: No, Sir. I do not press my
motion.

Adjournment motion on account of appointment of more than
twenty special constables from the members of the public in
Bahubal Thana of Hahiganj subdivision

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: I beg leave to move—

“That the House do now adjourn to discuss a matter of urgent public
importance, namely, the situation created by the appointment of more than
twenty special constables from amongst the members of the public in Bahu-
bal thana of Habiganj subdivision in the district of Sylhet.*

We had an experience of special constables being appointed in the
Bahubal thana, more than a year back, due to communal riot there. But
since then, the situation had become calm and quiet, and special constables
had also been relieved of their duties. But very recently the police authori-
ties in that thana have preferred to appoint some members from the public
as special constables again. Amongst them, to my personal knowledge,
there are at least two or three gentlemen who had no connection with any
crime that could warrant any such measure. No specific reasons have been
assigned and ;the matter is agitating the public mind very greatly. We, as
members of the public in the subdivision, do not know of any occurrence
that can be called uncontrollable by the existing police officers that are
empléye;l in that thana and it is a matter of public importance and it is
agitating public mind very greatly and the step has been taken absolutely
without any rhyme or reason. So I beg leave of the House to move this
adjournment motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir
the system of enrolling special constables is as old as the Police Act itself,
and is provided therein. The hon. member has admitted that, in thé
Bahubal thana, special constables had been enrolled since a year l;ack. If
any new gentlemen have been enrolled, it has been done by the local
officers without any reference to the local Government. It is for the first
time that I have heard of this. If my hon. friend had done me the honour
of writing a demi-official letter, pointing out the difficulties or Inconvenieces
I would have at once taken action. If innocent but unwilling people have
been enrolled by any officer through jealousy, or over- jealousness, I would
request the hon. member to give me details and I will make an enquir
But it should be remembered that the Act had given discretionary Ly
5 % , Power
in this respect to local officers.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In regard to this matter, | think
motion is not in order after having heard the hon. member Wf,lo b nk the
this motion and the Hon’ble the Prime Minister. as tabled

Adjournment motion on account of arrest
handcuffing of Babu Sasindra Ky

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI .
O s Mssebly i
¢ That this Assembly do now adjourn to (;
public importance, namely, the situation created lsa(;ustshea t(r)natter of urgent

bazar by the arrest without warrant and handcuffi e e

; i f Babu Sasi
Kumar Datta in a bailable offence on 14th September,nlg9fow” it -

without way

rant
mar Dagia and

I beg leave
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is this a fic matter for an adjournment
motion ?
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : The matter

was represented to the local authorities, but no action has been taken.

Two cross cases were started, one by the above named gentleman and
the other by a Police constable. It is an accident that the gentleman
happens to be the Secrctary of the Students Federation. This fact added to
the fury of the Police. The gentleman, who owns a house, while he was r
passing in a cycle, was surrounded by 6 to 8 constables...... .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Still I ask—Is it a fit matter for
adjournment motion ?

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: It was repre-
sented to the local authorities, but no action was taken on the matter.

He was surrounded by 6 to 8 constables, arrested, pushed and was sud-
denly put under handcuffs. No warrant was shown to him. The offence
was a bailable one.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is as regards the right of a parti-
cular individual.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: While this was
going on, it was thought that the reign of law had been subordinated and
that a reign of terror had been substituted. It was a public nujsance.

Unless the general public is protected from this sort of things—I mean the
oppression of the police—nobody has any remedy. This is a matter which is J
agitating the public mind, and unless remedial measures are taken and unless R
anything is done, such things will continue and any pedestrian may be hand- |
cufled at any moment. Thus, Sir, a serious and illegal encroachment on
individual frecedom was made. This matter occurred on the 14th Septem-

ber and this is the earliest opportunity available. Therefore 1 submit, Sir,

that it is an wurgent matter of immense public importance and that it is N
of recent occurrence.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir
this is the first time that I hear from my hon. friend Mr, Gupta C‘haudhuri
that there are counter cases and if any local officer has gone, in his energy
or out of revenge, beyond his competence, it is not a matter for whic};
Government can be censured, because Government did not authorise him to
exceed his power. If this has been done, I will institute an enquiry and if
it is found that powers have been exceeded, I shall see that the culprits are
suitably dealt with.

The H(_)n’ble the SPEAKER : I hold that this motion is not in order.

The adjournment motion of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya will be taken
up at 3 p.m. to-day and the other adjournment motion of Mr. Baidyanath
Mukerjee will be taken up at 3 p.m. to-morrow.

Condolence on the death of Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi, Mr. P.
Parida, Rai Sahib Hara Kishore Chakravarty and Mr. Neville
Chamberlain

The Hon’ble N_Iaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, again it has become my painful duty to record our r'e;"
and move for condolence at the sad death of two of our members whomg :
have lost since we met in the Budget Session. T refer to the death of l“t,e
Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi and Mr. Parida. ' L
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Mr. Bhuban Chandra Gogoi was a sincexg }Z)L;t 11;;3883121:1&%1(:}'51[1;?; tI(())ll
read of education amongst the masses.  He devo ] fesd g
thewpie . nt of the Sibsagar Polytechnic Institute which he starte 5
T lmployeln:ﬂnn1mox'e than oncg on the floor of this House my great z}dmn‘a-
e m-cln'um;;tm*prise with the idea of incaroducing the principle which was
e fgl 1:15 by that great Negro reformer, Booker Washington, ¢ Earn while
lmg Ierﬁ‘\:fi *. " We are all sorryk that such a useful life has been cut short by
yo < : -
e C'}‘L;f(} hna(gf: 0<Jlreclllc;?tt i;'m Mr. Parida was one of our labour nllembf:rs.l (Ii
] ey s s - lon but since 1937, when he 1a
%;ad noé‘ 126 rlgizel?lsl;lellc 0If Igiit:%h?xlllln i%ld ?ougxid that he was no less zealous in
ccom & k : ity.
i e e e s el 4T S
H st‘lﬁ bear with me 1Df I mention the loss to the province .OF that ve‘ncr-
o o der of Hailakandi, Rai Sahib Hara Kishore Chakravar ty, who was a
able lea exfo} > old Counc’il A man of amiable disposition, he was simple
member of t 1 { Id sengry and solicitous for the improvement of the
of habits, a F}yI‘)e ) O[- of his estate. He died full of years and full of
SOHAIEGD O\lzvtmmlrtx(ifnedl;nlyour midst on the Government Benches hi_s worthy
honom‘s: Hi ;nd;u Chandra Chakravarty. Itisin the fitness of things that
5(1.)1_1, ﬁ;ﬁselr\;vill record its sense ol sorrow and offer condolence to
L : is family members. )
B Chakral\)’ﬁt:ii};:(?llzcllsthi:igtllrtrjlls}il', to hear on the radio that Mr. Neville
L wai - vho till latgly was the Prime Minister of Brltalr}, passed away.
Chamber ‘lm_’ £ hearing from the newspapers that he was ill, but I never
Vel be'cn 1 endbwould be so sudden. If any statesman of recent
expected that tt?(czl whole-heartedly and carnestly for the cause of peace with
PERLs i dfvgvirtim,- war and bloodshed, it was that illustrious_son of an
the idea o 1c r. He was in his own country ridiculed by a section of the
illustrious Qidlt S olicy of appeasement in order to prevent the tot _
people fof‘ s Funcriln” Europe, nay the whole world in carnage. 1t is but
digtators (til o;-loger Tor this House that we should record our sense of deep
meet an 5% f such a statesman and a prominent figure in world
sorrow at the death o
polites.  GOPINATH BARDOLO : Sir, I beg to associate myself with
ep references which have come from the lips of the Hon’ble
the CondOlCnceH ese It is indeed sad that during the course of nine
S th}ex l(c)lube.losing two of the members of this House. The Leader
months we s 0‘; been pleased to refer to the life of Srijut Bhuban Chandra
of the. HOUZC dlash opportunity of reading with him, and we had pPassed
Gogoi. 1 [‘a rtlifee tolg}:():ther' From all T knew of him I will say that he
somme tlme i) gu erfect gentleman, a man with a firm resolve and solid
was not_noai}dgn pbut he was above all an idealist. It has not been given to
?;;f:;,rrgf us, Si’r, to suffer the sufferings which he had to he

alitarian

: - ar throughoug
his life on account of his idealism. Des‘ert_mg all idea of comfort in life, he
tcl)sok to constructive work and although his life

had to wade thro
ties and miseries, he persisted in the pursuit of hjs ideal.
; liever in the real education of our young men, and in his life
be ever humble the work might be, so long as it wa
}l;zvzv'ls always prepared to follow it.

He started
in a place called Bokota about 13 or 14 years ago,
in

ugh difficul-
€ was a great

we found that
S Consistent with the ideal,

a very humble institution

: He had worked amidst
t hardship and misery amongst the villagers and made this small school
grea

ss. After this he removed his field of activities to the Sibsagar town
ook s the Hon’ble Premier has Just now stated, he started a Polytechnic
whe-lte ’t; This Institute also had to pass through periods of great handicap
Institute.

LY
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in many ways, but he stuck to his idcals, and although to-day the Institute
is not as well as it should have been, it may be said to be an es ablished
institution. Thus, Sir, he has pu.?'sc\l h.is life in. following his ideals through d
hardship and difficulties. Lives like his are, in my opinion, very rarc. It
is but only fitting that this Housc should record its sense of sorrow at the
death of this gentleman. o
Next, Sir, I might not lu}vc had thL: privilege of intimacy with
Mr. Parida, but I had come in contact \:\'ltll }lll}'l. [ can say, Sir, that he n
was a gentleman who acted with a degree of propriety in this House which
drew the attention of many of us. We arc really sorry to miss him from
amongst us to-day. . s )
Then, in reference to Rai Sahib Hara Kishore Chakravarty, I must say
that I had not the privilege and honour of his acquaintance, but his :on our
friend, the Hon’ble Srijut Chakravarty, is here and we join with him in his
sorrow. As the late Mr. Chakravaty was a member of the old Council, T
think it is the duty of this House to record its sense of sorrow at his death.
Lastly, Sir, references have been made by the Hon’ble Premier
to the death of Mr. Neville Chamberlain. He was, Sir, a man whose
activities were the subject of great  controversy during the last two
or three years in the matter of European policy. Not that his action

did not also concern some t.)f us of this House. We really thought,
Sir, that while Abyssinia was being surrendered to the rapacity of the Fascist e

Dictator, when we found that the Spapisll people were fighting for their
independence and nothing was done by Lng{and to help them in the hour
of difficulty and dire distress, when we found that a small nation like U
Czeckoslovakia was given over to the devouring greed of the Nazi, we really
thought, Sir, that Mr. Chamberlain was not pursuing a policy which he
shou!d have been pursuing. It was said that he was pursuing a paih of peace.
But we felt that the path he followed was not the correct path. He had )
indeed to revise his opinion about the whole international politics soon
after. Yet he was a great international figure ; there is no doubt about it. But
I feel Sir that whatever controversy there might have be
and activities, it should be hushed down before the mighty silnce of the grave
and it is now our duty as members of this Legislature——as the Hon’ble
Premier has been pleased to suggest—to record our condclence and express
our sorrow at his death. With these words, Sir, I associate myself with a‘ll >
that has been said by the Hon’ble Premier.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Sir, I would like to a
the Planting Group with the condolence motion
gentlemen. I think ail of them had one common creed—a creed of service
for the state and whether it was in the local sphere or in the provincial
sphere or in the international sphere. I think we can most fittingly associate
ourselves with the condolence motion moved by the Hon’ble Premmjer and the
Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon’ble the. SPEAKER : I fully associate myself with the senti-
ments expressed on this condolence motion touching on the death of four
notable persons. Two hon. members of this House, one a member of the
old Legislative Council and another a great statesman and politician of \
England and a world figure.

Mr. Bhuban Chandra Gogoi was indeed an earn
the cause of his country very devotedly and how he
for an institution for the amelioration of hig countr B I :
by the Hon’'ble Premier and the Hon’ble Leader of?gr;ergrgstSi‘ifgntju l%lt Sizlj

great loss to this province that such a man should have been taken awa
from our midst so prematurely. 4

en regarding hisviews

ssociate the members of
1 respect of these four

est patriot who served
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DAYS FOR PRESENTATION AND VOTING ON
SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS, ETC.

Mr. Parida, really served his constituency well. As far as I know, since
he came to this House he was afllicted with a fell disg:ase and therefore we
had not much from him so far as the work of the Legislature was concerned.
But with his illness he was always present in this House and did his duty
towards his constituency as best as he could. : :

I had the privilege of knowing Rai Sahib Hara Kishore Chakravarty first
as a colleague in the old Legislative Council of this province, and then
in another sphere of my activities. Although his death might not be a
premature death, but there can be no doubt that this province, particularly
the district of Cachar, has lost a friend and a gentleman holding distinguished
position in society. He was a gentleman having great qualities of head and
heart, anxious to do good to his people.

Mr. Chamberlain was really a great statesman and politician who
loomed large in world politics on account of his _strivipgs to prevent the
devastation of a war. He entered into a pact with H1tler at 1_\/Iunich in
September 1938 when he was acclaimed for his great ach\evemcnt_lr} prevent-
ing a war ; but the war has come on us all the same. He was . ridiculed, as
has been said, for following a policy of appeasement and ultimately stress of
circumstances forced him to abandon that pol@y_ and to ur_ldertake the work
of conducting the war as the British Prime Minister. It is meet and proper
that we should sympathise with the people of England in the great loss they
have sustained by the disappearance of such a man at a time when “the peo-
ple of England are passing through a terrible time on account of th
We sincerly grieve all these losses. :

As a mark ol respect to the departed souls we should rise in
and observe silence for two minutes. ) ]

(All the members present then rose in their seats and observed silence
for two minutes.)

is war.

our seats

Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
After lunch
Governor’s message communicating allotment of days
sentation of supplementary demands,
supplementary grants, etc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am now announcing the message
from ' His Excellency the Goveraor regarding allotment of days durin t}gle
present session :— . ¢

“For the purposes of scction 81 read with sections 78, 79 and 8¢ of th
Government of India Act, 1935, and in pursuance of rules 18(1) 18(2)( °
and 19 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Governor’s Rules, I, R‘;bert N'a)l
Reid, hereby appoint the following days for the presentation to the Lep; ]le
tive Assembly of the Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for th G
1940-41 and for the subsequent stages thereof in the Legislative A € year
during its November Session, 1940, namely :— Ssembly
Thursday, the 14th November Presentation of the Sy

Statement of Ex :
! Penditure,
Voting on the Demands for § 1
. g mentary Grants g
Friday, the 22nd November - Placing of the authenticated sk
sche-
qlllle.Of authorised expenditure in
re atlond ffo the  Supplementary
, ‘ ) . . —¢mands for Grants for 1940-41.
This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, fromm;ime to time.
Shillong :

; R. N. REID
The 9th November 1940, N ?

Governor.”

_ for the pre.
voting on demands for

Pplementary
Tuesday, the 19th November

/
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BUSINESS

Allotment of days for private members’ business by the Hon’ble
Speaker

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In pursuance of rule 17 of the Assam
Legislative Assembly Rules I hereby allot, in consultation with the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, the following days for private members’ business during the
present session of the Assam Legislative Assembly, 1940 :-

Tuesday, the 12th November ... ) 1. Private Members’ Bills. |
Friday, the 15th November ... #2. Private Members’ Resolutions.
Thursday, the 21st November
Private Members’ Resolutions will also be taken up on the following
days, if time permits after disposal of Government business :—
Monday, the 11th November,
Monday, the 18th November,
Tuesday, the 19th November,
Friday, the 22nd November,
Saturday, the 23rd November.

This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to

time.

Statement R¢ course of Government business

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

With your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course of
Government business during this session. The arrangement is, however,
provisional ani is subject to alteration, as usual, on account of insufficiency
of time on any of the days and of other relevant factors.

2. The Government business which is to be taken up to-day is already
shown in the day’s agenda, a copy of which has been placed on  cach mem- {
ber’s table. I necd not detail it again. If the motinn for taking into consi- :
deration of the Bills entered in to-day’s agenda is accepted by the House
to-day, we propose to have these Bills considered clause by clause on the 18th
and 19th and then to move that they be passed.

3. We propose to introduce and to move for consideration of the
following Bills on the 14th :—

1. The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1940.
2. The Assam Provincial Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications)
(Amendment) Bill, 1940.

3. The Assam Deputy President’s Salary (Amendment) Bill, 1940.

If the motion for taking these Bills into consideration is accepted by the
House on the 14th, we propose to have them also considered clause by clause
on the 18th and 19th and to move that they be passed.

4. On the 14th, 16th, 18th and 19th November, we also propose to have
the following Bills taken into consideration clause by clause and to move ~
that they be passed— ‘

1. The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939,
2. The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939,

On the 14th and 18th November, we also propose to introduce he
Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940 and the Assam Forest (Amendment)
Bill, 1940, respectively, and to move for their reference to Select Committees.

- 5. On the 16th November, we also propose to take up the following
business :—
(/) Motion for consideration of the Report of the Public Accounts
Com mittee on the Appropriation Accounts for 1938-39 and for
approval of the excess expenditure recommended by the Com-
mittee,

L e
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(i¢) Presentation of a Note on the present financial situation of the
Province with reference to actuals for 1939-40.

(7ii) Presentation of the Select Comuuittee’s Report on the Assam
Embankment and Drainage Bill, 1940 and, if the motion for
consideration of the Bill as reported by the Select Committee
is accepted by the House on that day, to have the Bill consi-
dered clause by clause on the 22nd and 23rd November and
then to move that it be passed.

6. Motion for taking into consideration of the amendments made by
the Assam Legislative Council on the Temporary Postponement of Execution
of Decrees Bill, 1938 and consideration of further amendments, if any, to this
Bill, are proposed to be taken up on the 18th November and 22nd Novem-
ber respectively.

7. On the 22nd November, we also propose to move a motion for
amending Assembly Rule 102 and if the motion is accepted, we shall move
that the draft Rule be referred to a Select Committee. If time permits,
we also propose to introduce and to move for reference to a Select Com-
mittee, the Assam University Bill, 1940. Otherwise this will be done on
the 23rd.

After the disposal of Government business on the 23rd November, we
propose to take up any Government business which may remain unfinished
on previous days and any other unforeseen business of Government.

Committee on petitions relating to Bills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Under rule 112(1) of the Assembly
Rules, I nominate the following members to constitute a Committee on
Petitions relating to Bills for the current session of the Assembly :—

1. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev,
9. Maulavi Abdul Aziz,
3. Mr. C. W. Morley,
4. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
Under the Rules the Deputy Speaker will be the Chairman of the
Comimittee.
House Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Under rule 126 of the Assembly
Rules, I nominate the following members to constitute a House Committee
for the current session of the Assembly :—

Babu Akshay Kumar Das,

Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi,

Maulavi Muharamad Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury,
Mr. W. R. Faull,

Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan, and

Srijut Khorsing Terang.

AV ON -

Governor’s assent to Bills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Information has been received from the
Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Assam that, under the provisions
of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, His Excellency the
Governor has assented to the following Bills which were passed by both
Chambers of the Assam Legislature during the February-March session, 1940
of the Assembly and the March-April Session, 1940 of the Council

(1) The Assam Finance Bill, 1940, (2) the Assam Local Authorities
Compensatory Grants (Charged) Bill, 1940, (3) The Assam Ministers’
(Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940, (4) The Assam Commissioners’
Powers Distribution (Amendment) Bill, 1940, and ({(5) The Assam
Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1940.



1214 THE TEMPOfiARY POSTPONEMENT OF [11TH Nov.
EXECUTION OF DECREES BILI, 1938

Presentation of Report of the Pablic Accounts Committee on the
Appropriation Accounts for 1938-39

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I beg, Sir, to present the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the
Appropriation Accounts for the year 1938-39. A copy of the report has
been placed on the tables of hon. members. As T have just mentioned,
we shall discuss this report on a later date, 2i=., the 16th of this month.
Hon. members will then havz a chance to make their remarks on the report.

Presentation of notifications under section 296 of the Assam Muni-
cipal Act, 1923

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave to present the following notifications
under section 296 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 :—

(/) No.1340-1..S.-G.,* dated the 14th March 1940.
(72) No.2098-L.S.-G.,T dated the 24th April 1940,
(117) No.5927-L.S.-G., dated the 12th June 1940,
(iv) No.8020-L.S.-G.,§ dated the 3rd October 1940.
(v) No.8275-L.S.-G.,|| dated the 25th October 1940.

Message from the Assam Legislative Council 7¢ the Temporary
Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill, 1938

The Secretary to the Assembly: Sir, the following message haec
been sent by the Secretary, Assam Legislative Council :——

“In pursuance of rule 106 of the Assam Legislative Council Rules, T am
directed to inform you that the Bill to provide for the temporary postpone-
ment of the execution of certain deccrees for the relief of indebtedness of
agricultural debtors, which was passed by the Assam Legislative Assembly
at its meeting held on the 21st March, 1940, was passed by the Assam
Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 4th April, 1940, with the
following amendments, namely :—

1. In the preamble the words ‘by civil courts’ were omitted.

2. In item (i) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, after the word ‘person’ the
words ‘whose main source of livelihood is agriculture and’ were added.

3. In item (i) of the first proviso to sub-clause (2) of clause 2, after the
word ‘or’ the words ‘the Assam Agricultural Income-tax Act, or’ were

added.

4. In sub-clause (1) of clause 3, the words ‘passed by a civil court’

were omitted. - ]
5. In clause 4 for the word ‘void’ the words ‘voidable at the option

of the person defrauded’ were substitutc;d.

6. The following was added as proviso to clause 4 :—

‘Provided that nothing in this scction shall impair the rights of a trans-
feree in good faith and for consideration.’

7. In sub-clause (1) of clause 5, the words ‘passed by a civil cour?’

were omitted.

*Appendix A.
TAppendix B.
TAppendix C.
§Appendix D.
[Appendix E,
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8. The following was added as clause 8 :—

Decision of “8. All questions arising under this Act will be decided by the
questions Court in which the execution proceeding is pending or the
ey thjs  decree is executable.’

Act.

The Assam Legislative Council requests the concurrence of the Assam
Legislative Assembly in the amendments.”’

Sir, under rule 135 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules, I lay on
the table the Bill as amended by the Assam Legislative Council.

The Bill was already circulated to the hon. members.

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER : Now with regard to the Temporar
Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill, 1938, which has been sent tZ
this Assembly after some amendments made by the other House, the
notice of motion for taking amendments into consideration under rule, 136
will have to be sent to the Seccretary by the Hon’ble Minister in charge
to-day.

The Assam Speakeir’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salaries and Allow-.
ances) Bill, 1940

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
beg, Sir, to introduce the Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Sala;'
and Allowances) Bill, 1940. 1€s

> (The Bill was introduced).

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
I beg Sir, to move that the Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Speaﬁgﬁ\sl?glfll{\:
and Allowances) Bill, 1940 be taken into consideration. As has bee alaries
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it was decided by the i n stated in
try in 1939 that it was desirable to fix a salary for the HoH’blOus Minis-
and the Deputy Speaker on the scale adopted by certain other ¢ Speaker
India. The present Ministry had only followed the lines thai)r?vmces of
marked by the previous Ministry. This Bill is also’ necessitateq llaavc been
tain audit objection as regards the travelling allowance of th Y a cer-
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker while touring on public duty . T}? Hon’ble
mental and Subsidiary Rules do not provide payment of such Al e F
them and therefore we have to put in a certain secti : “HOWances tq
ise it. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That the Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salarieg 5
ances) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration. nd Allgy,.

(After a pause)
Then I take it that there is not going to be any debate oy e

question is: The
«That the Assam Spzaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salap:
Allowances) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration™. Ties gy d

The motion was adopted.

Now this Bill would come up again to be considered clay
on the 18th or on the 19th and I am to announce tq th
notices of amendments are to be given before 3 p. . by thou
November next. € 14ty

: of
The Assam President’s Salary (Amendment) Bill, 10
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ;;A 40
I beg, Sir, to introduce the Assam President’s Salary. (Amen, ADULL, .

1940, dmeny) gy

(The Bill was introduced).
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I beg to move, Sir, that the Assam President’s Salary (Amendment) B‘ill‘
1940, be taken into consideration. The consideration’ of the Bill clause l)};
clause will be taken up later on the 18th or on the 19th. As has been stated
in the Statement of Objccts and Reasons, it is desirable to n‘m(-nh(l the Assam
President’s Salary Act, 1937, in order to give power to the Provincial Govern-
ment to frame rules regulating the travelling and daily allowances of the
Hon’ble the President, and to place this matter on the same lix;(‘s as in the
case of the Hon’ble Speaker. e 2S  as

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

¢« That the Assam President’s Salary (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be take
into consideration.” \ > ) aken
. (After a pause)

Then I take it that there is not going to be any debate

The question is : ' :

«vThat the Assam President’s Salary (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be
taken into Consideration.” ) Bill, | , be

The motion was adopted.
In regard to this Bill also notice: of amendments are to be given by

14th of November next before 3 p. M.
The Civil Procedure (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1940

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABB
CHAUDHURI : 5ir, I beg to introduce the Civil Procedure (fxlss‘url;nixsni?nlg

ment) Bill, 1910 -
- Kh(lhcgm was introduced).

The on’ble an ahib DMaulavi MUDABB .

UDHURI: I beg to move that the Civil Procedure (Es{sa 1?1552‘;?(1}{
ment) Bill, 1940, b? flake]?'lllnt%iC%nSideration'

The purpose of the Bill whic is sought to be introdu : i
down in the StatcIlent of Och.:cts and Rgasons and I do IClC(f)Ctl, illil{srllcljctir::réalicsi
any need to dilate on those points. I beg to mention, further, Sir, that on
the recomnflerldatlorl of the Civil Justice Committee, the Hon’bfe H; h Court
is pressing for the amendmer}t of section 138 of the Civil Proceduge Code
and hence the Bill has been introduced in this Assembly. N

*ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

The Hon i€ 1
«“That the Civil Procedure (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into

the

consider ation.

Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise
to OpPOSE the principle of the Bill. In the Statement of,' Ob_j,ects and
Reasons it has been stated by the Government that this piece of legisl

tended to give some relief to a Judge from ‘“a  laborious g;lu?):

tion 18 in > s
which detracys ,f;romvhls ab_lhty to give proper attention to the proceed-
ings b‘efore hlm .hNOW, S.II‘, I am sorry that I cannot agree with tbe \
reasomingS given here. Flrs_t of all, T doubt the very ability of a Judge
who capngt contac_ﬂ his mind from being detracted in using his Vovgn
hand ln'll re‘;ogvg?g oo (’afldence. I believe, Sir, that an able
Judge wi - o ree de_tracted., and has mnever been detracted
a ording evidence with his  own hand. Sir: )

by 2" s ive reli
by, e 2o i el oo T Y bordons ko scorcing
evidence >, o because  such O(is not - require any such relief to be
gi ind. On the Otherpﬁ}’smal exercise seldom tells wupon his
health or M- of drowsine and, such an exercise will save im from

a victiml O ¢ iness and lethargy and will keep him quite alert,

peing



N
\

1940]  THE CIVIL PROCEEDURE (ASSAM AMENDMENT) 1217
BILL, 1940

and active in engaging his mind in entering into a case thoroughly and
in appreciating the evidence presented before him.

Now, Sir, there is another difficulty in allowing a Judge to record
evidence through the agency of a stenographer. From our personal
experience, we have seen that evidence recorded by a stenographer can
never be expected to be so accurate as one will expect. Then again,
it can hardly be expected that the Judge will be able to remember and
accurately correct the depositions of a witness after it has been typed by the
stenographer after a considerable lapse of time, especially when several
witnesses are examined at a stretch. But if the evidence of each one of
the witnesses is to be typed and presented to the Judge for correction as
soon as the deposition is taken, then, I think, it will kill a lot of valuable
time and the procedure also will be highly impracticable. From these
points of view it is highly desirable that a Judge should always be required
to record evidence only with his own hand and not through the agency of a
stenographer.

Again, Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it has been stated
that this provision will be exercised ““in di:tricts where sufficient stenogra-
phers are available”. It is difficult to understand what this sentence means.
Stenographers are not persons who adorn a district without being employed
to do so. They can be and will be, made available in sufficient numbers
whenever Government be pleased to do so. But the question is, who is to
bear the burden of this sufficiency of stenographers. That is the question.
Certainly it will be the poor tax-payers and none else. Then, Sir, it has
been stated in the body of the Bill that this relief is to be given to specified
Judge or Judges falling under certain descriptions. We do not know what
kind or description of Judges will get this privilege. We should be given
at least some idea about this before we are asked to support the provision.
In my opinion, the proposal to give such relief to a Judge is nothing but a
luxury. Even if it be conceded that it is a thing of some utility, even then,
I think, it should not be undertaken at the present moment when our tax-
payers are under the clutches of a terrible economic distress and when the
condition of our Government is not much better off. I think, the proposal
should be avoided in the interest of the person whom it is meant to
benefit. For once a person gets accustomed to dictating to stenographers
he will soon acquire a habit of reluctance to use his own hand, just as
people accustomed to move in motor cars, find it difficult to use their legs.
I know, Sir, that many big Government Officials, who had the advantage of
dictating correspondence to stenographers find it very irksome after their
retirement to write letters even with their own hands. So from whatever
point of view we may judge, the provision for giving such relief to Judges
is not a healthy one. It is not good for the Judge, it is not good for the
public, nor is litigant if good for the Government from economical point of

view. So under these circumstances, I oppose the Bill and request the
Gvernment to: drop it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Itseems no othe ‘ : o
to speak. The Hon’ble Minister may give a reply. il

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN GHAU-
DHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall take up first the last point which has
engaged my hon. friend and which in my mind is a vital one, 7.e., regarding
the sufficiency of stenographers and the cost that will be involved if we are
to provide for stenographers to the Judges. Sir, in this province at Sylhet
we have got one District and Sessions Judge and a few Additional Sessions
Judges and in the Assam Valley Division we have one Judge and another

¢
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Assistant Sessions Judge. With regard to Surma Valley, in the district
courts we have got three stenographers—at present, two permanent and one
temporary. In the Assam Valley Division we have also got one steno-
grapher for each of the Judges, but unless the law is amended they cannot
utilise the services of those stenographers. Although we have got expert
stenographers serving in the office of the Judges, the Judges owing to the
rigour of the law cannot utilise their services. Moreover, the point
whether in future the Government would be forced to incur more expendi-
ture in order to provide the Judges with stenographers has also been
examined. We have been advised by our legal experts that the provisions
of the Bill do not bind the Government to provide for the stenographer.
Simply with a view to allow the Judges to utilise the services of the
existing staff that we have agreed to introduce this Bill.

Secondly, another point raised is that how far the evidence that will
be recorded by the stenographer will be accurate. It will appear from the
Statement of Objects and Reasons that the stenographer will write down the
evidence at the dictation of the presiding Judge and the judge  himself
will examine the evidence accurately recorded before  he puts in his
signature. If the Judges are required to write down the evidence with
their own hand it is obvious that they  cannot properly look into the
demeanour of the witness and other proceedings.  With this view the Civil
Justice Coramittee have recommended that the Judges should be allowed
to record evidence by stenographer and the Hon’ble High Court is press-
ing the Provincial Governments to allow them to do so by an amendment
of section 138 of Civil Procedure Code as it has been provided in the
Bill introduced to-day. With these few words, I commend my motion to
the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

¢ That the Civil Procedure (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken
into consideration’.

The motion was adopted.

The Assam Legislative Chambers (Members® Emoluments)
(Amendment) Bill, 1940

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I beg to  introduce the Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’
Emoluments) (Amendment) Bill, 1940.

(The Bill was introduced).

The Howm’ble Mawlavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I beg to move that the Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolu-
ments) (Amendment) Bill, 1940 be taken into consideration.

As stated in the statement of Objects and Reasons, that the addi-
tional amended clause has been necessitated at the instance of Audit.
The revised edition of the Fundamental Rules and Subsidiary Rules con-
tains no reference to travelling allowance to be paid to the members of the
Legislature as the original Act gave no such powers to the Provincial
Government. It is proposed to have a separate set of rules for the
members and hence the requisite powers are sought to be taken by this
Bill. Consideration of the Bill, clause by clause, will be taken up latsr on the
18th or 19th.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That the Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments)
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration”.

(After a pause).
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I take it that there is not going
to be any debate on this motion.
The motion was put and adopted. )
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now as regards these two Bills,
namely, The GCivil Procedure (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1940 and the
Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) (Amendment) Bill

1940, I am to tell the House that notices of amendments should be given
before 3 p.M. by the 14th November, 1940.

The Assam (Temporarily-settled Districts) Tenancy (Amendment)
Bill, 1940

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir,
1 beg to introduce the Assam (Temporarily-Settled  Districts)
(Amendment) Bill, 1940.

(The Bill was introduced).
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I
beg to move that the Assam (Temporarily-Scttled Districts) Tenancy
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of
the following members : —
1. The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Revenue,
2. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,

3. Srijut Kameswar Das,

4. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi, and

5. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali.

(Three members to form a quorum).
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

I propose that the name
of Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed be included in the Select Committee.
The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : All this discussion will arise when I
put the motion.

Motion moved :

‘“That the Assam  (Temporarily-Settled Districts) Tenancy (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the
following members :—

. 1. The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Revsnue,
2. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
3. Srijut Kameswar Das,
4. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi, and
5. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali.

(Three members to form a quorum)”.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Ona
‘There was a practice to form Select Committees by referring the matter
to the leaders of the different parties. I do not know whether the Hon’ble
Minister has done so and whether he has had any consultation with the
leaders of different parties. Cachar is a temporarily-settled district : but no
representative from Cachar has been taken. Sirnilarly in Sylh:at there

are so many plots of ilam land.
KERAMAT  ALI : May I suggest

Tenancy

point of information, Sir,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi
that Babu Kalachand Roy be taken from the Cachar district ?

The Ho_n’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I
admit that in the form_ation of the Select Committee I had no time to
consult the leaders of different parties. But as this legislation has been
sponsored with a view to enable the G

overnment to prepare a record-of-
right for all classes of tenants on temple lands situated in Kamrup and
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Sibsagar districts, I have taken only members from those districts. If,
however, hon. members desire to include more names, I have no objection.
But I would like very much that the Seclect Committee should not be
unwieldy.

Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN AT AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not
think that the Hon’ble Minister has replied to the point raised by Mr.
Aditya. The principle laid down some time ago was that the names of
members.for inclusion in the Select Committee should be invited by the :
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Bill from the leaders of the parties in
proportion to the strength of the parties in the House. We on this side ‘
would like the Hon’ble Minister to follow that procedure, that is to say, he
should first fix the number of members he considers desirable for the Select
Committee and, then, leave the nomination of members to the party
leaders. QOur lzader can supply the names in two or three minutes.

The Hon’ble Khian Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: As I
said before, I had no time to do this. But if the hori. members of the
House so desire, I can fix the number at seven, and if hon. members
want to make any suggestion in addition to what has been proposed it
will be considered. ’

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I have proposed the name
of Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed to be included in the Select Committee,
because the operation of the Act will affect Goalpara as well.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
I have no objection.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: I propose the name of Mr. Chanda.

The Hoxn’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Yes, Sir, provided the number does not exceed seven. Babu Kalachand
Roy’s name has been suggested by Khan Bahadur Maulavj Keramat Ali.
So the number is already seven.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, as the Bill appertains ordinarily
to temple lands, from Sibsagar I should like to propose the name of Srijut
Sankar Chandra Barua and from Sylhet, Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

(At this stage the clock struck 3 P.M.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. Now we will take up »
the adjournment motion. This matter will stand over for the next day.

Adjournment motion oa account of promulgating a ban by Govern-
ment on public procession, meeting and assembly in the district of
Sylhet

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to
move :
“That this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance, to wit, the action of the Govern-
ment in promulgating a ban on public procession, meeting and assembly in
the district of Sylhet by their Notification No. 4997-H., dated the 28th May
1940 .

Is there any time limit for speech Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member is very well ;
acqualnte(.:'l with Rules. Fifteen minutes’ time is to be allowed to each
member; in the case of the hon. mover of the motion and the Governmen
member replying, the Speaker has right to relax the rule.
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Very well, Sir.

1t is one of the glaring instances of the abuse of the Defence of India
Rules. Sir, it is one of the important elements in the administration of
Responsible Govcrnmc‘nt, that th.c Government should be responsive to
public opinion ; but if the public opinion is muzzled in this way the
Government will lose a very important barometer in which they can study
the reaction to administrative acts of Government. While this ban was
promulgated we thought whether the theatre of the war was changed from
the west to somewhere in the regions of the Surma Valley. Sir, we did not
know what earthly reasons there were for promulgating such a ban in
the district of Sylhet, while similar restrictions were not imposed even in
metropolis like Calcutta.

Sir, if the Government are callous about public opinion or if the
Government do not desire to study the public opinion so that ‘they may
regulate their action in the light of that opinion it is only natural that the
Government which is decrying Fascism would only be taking to the technique
of Fascism. Sir, the Defence of India Rules were framed only as an emer-
gency measure for war purposes. So they should be used in so far as the pur-
poses of the war arc concerned. While asking for leave of th'c motion I was
very much assured to learn from the Hon’ble Premier that it was not that
the British Empire was fading out in Assam, nor that the foundation of
the British administration was getting shaky in Assam, but because there
were some socialists who were creating trouble for the landlords, the
Defence of India Rules were brought into operation in the district of

Sylhet. Sir, I was surprised to get such an explanation fiom the Hon’ble
Premier. The agrarian discontent is pervading everywhere in the soil
of India.

The tempo is not any greater in the Sylhet district than is
obtaining in the neighbouring districts of Bengal.

working in the minds of the peasantry, which
The discontent spreads because our landlords are not acting up to the
spirit of the times. So, if the Government, with the War a God-
sent to them, for the purpose of strangling the voice of the peasants
all on a sudden apply the Defence of India Rules I do not knom;
what further abuses can be made of them. It, if T am permitted to
say, practically comes to this that Government is taking sides with the
landlords, the vested interests and trying to

: : suppress the legitimate
expression of the grievances of the tenants. [f the Government have taken it
for granted that the tenants are at fault in the district of Sylhet so that

Government should come to the rescue of the Jandlords, and that also not
with the help of laws and rules that are already in force but with the help
new measures promulgated by the Government of India for the purposes
of the War, I may say that such discontent as exists cannot be suppressed
in this way. If Government resort to such Fascist msthods to suppress the
legitimate expression of the grievances of the tenants, it will have a subterra-
nean tendency and sooner or later the day will com

) ¢ when these pent-
and accumulated grievances will burst out. However I know frgnil tt]illp
Hon’ble Premier that the ob e

ject in view was the suppression

AL S : : : X of so-called
cialists in their attempt to raise acraria d .

S0 p staman discontent, but he will be sur-

: to know that these rules are not bei sed 1
prised to kn ¢ A . being used for that purpose onl I
the subdivision of Karimganj from which I come the annualxal ognera! mye.elinn
of our Subdivisional Congress Committec was banned lb)v the Deputgf

Commissioner. The object of the mecting was the election of office ;
and nothing clse. With that item on the o8 T

agenda the notice of the et
was served by the Secretary of the Subdj ; g B

: - : : visional Congress Committee, but
¢ill the meeting was banned, Similar annyal general meetings of the

The time spirit is
cannot be suppressed.
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Habiganj and Sunamganj Congress Committees were also banned. The
Rathajatra procession in the Karimganj town could have been held only
because Iran to the Sudivisional Officer to request him to give special
sanction forthwith secing that the license from the District Magistrate was
not forthcoming. Of course the Subdivisional Officer was good enough to

grant a special permission for that day.

Sir, people had to suffer immense difficulty for not getting the license
from the District Magistrate in time.

Then the anniversary meeting of our late lamented friend Babu Kshirode
Chandra Deb could not be held in Sylhet. Although application was
duly made fqr pcrmission, it was not granted cwing to the absence of the
Deputy Comissioner from the station.  So, the anniversary day passed and
the meeting could not be held. Even a religious meeting in the Karimganj
Kalibari was banned by the Subdivisional Officer. A recent occurrence
was the Id Day celebration at Karimganj, when a few hours before the
function, a letter from the Subdivisional Officer came to the Secretary of the
League asking him to sce him in co_nn_(:ction with the function which was
being held without getting the permission of the District Magistrate. So,
are these the instances by which the Premier can justify his conclusions that
the ban was promulgated to hinder the activitics of our socialist friends ?

The Hon’ble Premier might argue that certain modifications have been
ordered by the Government. Ifany relaxation has been ordered it is in
the nature of a dqmestic arrangement between the Government and their
officers ; the public are not at all concerned inasmuch as these modifications
have not yet been gazetted.  So, if thers is a prosecution for the violation
of this ban and if the case is referred to the Hon’ble Judge or the Hon’ble
High Court they w_ill not look to what private arrangement existed between
Government and its officers, but they will certainly look to the orders as
they stand in the Assam Gazelle. So, even if the Government did really
intend to make certain modifications it was only proper that they should
h .ve been given due publicity in the official gazette. Then, even the modi-
fications are not enough because any committee mecting can still be banned
and as a matier of fact many meetings have been banned by the District
Magistrate. Then the gencral meetings of the unregistered corporations
are banned by the order. There are many unregistered associations, e. g.
the Pally Mangal Samity, the Village Uplift Society and many public and
charitable institutions, which are not registered. The general meetings of
these bodies cannot be called statutory meetings of any corporate body and
as such the general meetings of these bodies are also to be under the restric-

tions of this order.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will get five
minutCS more.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: As I mentioned earlier, Sir,
even condolence meetings cannot be held without the sanction of the Dis-
trict Magistrate so long as thl's order is in force.  Sir, a condolence meeting
is rcquired to be held Imme_dlately on receipt of the news of death. It is
most unnatural that on receipt of the news of a death one should run to the
District Magistrate and wait for 3 or 4 days and in case the District Magis-
trate is absent from the station he has to wait for a greater number of days,

A



1910] ADJOURNMENT MOTION . 1223

Then assemblies of social function do also come under the restriction of
these rules. If there is a social function, if the police officer is over-zeal-
ous, he can hold the person to be responsible for violation of these orders.
As I said earlier, even the attendance in a bazar could be brought under the
mischief of these orders because that is a public assembly in a public place
and not a statutory assembly or assembly under exception and, as such,.any’
officer can.charge anv one responsible for holding a bazar. So.I say,.itis
really illusive and all- pervading as the Almighty God himself. Ifit is the
intention of the Government to curb the activities of the Socialists why not
say that they should not be allowed to hold a meeting ? What has been
done by the Government is that first of all came an order covering all phases
of public life and then followed exception till the tail of exception becomes
bigger than the main body of the rule. This is all bungling and I must say
it is cne of the most vital restrictions that has ever been imposed by Govern-
ment against the legitimate activities of the people in the district of Sylhet.
If Cachar had been lucky to be spared after the bye-election of the Labour
Constituency, the people of Cachar are getting it as a reward. In this way,
the day is not far off when the people of whole of Assam will be restricted in
the expression of their grievances. Sir, with these words, I commend this
motion to the serious consideration of the hon. members of this House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved: ¢ That the Assembly
do now adjourn .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this motion. At the very beginning, I
must say that Mr. Aditya could not impress the House by his eloquence.
After the out break of the war the political situation of the country was .get-
ting to be)abnormal and so (Voices from the opposition benches—*¢cheer up
cheer up >’)... :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: So

Government required some emergency power to control public meetings and
processions. My friend has said that Government ought to have placed the
playing card on the table that the aim of this ban was to control the Socia-
list but it is very difficult, Sir, to distinguish between the Socialist and a
Congressman. If you go to a village, you will see that the Socialist and
Congress people are almost the _same everywhere. (4 woice—we wish it
were so). An abnormal situation sometime ‘warrants emergent measures
I can cite one instance. When there was a golmal in Sylhet regarding the
music before mosque, the Congress Premier by a stroke of pen even regulated
the time of prayer.........

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Time of prayer ? Absurd !

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY .
There is an instance like this and that precedent was made by the Co g
Premier. He regulated meetings in Digboi also. Mr. Aditya has g _dnglifiss
there are some over-zealous officers who sometime misuse this o) A
the action of any such particular officer, the Governmen}':c) e
responsible. The Hon’ble Prime Minister has rightly said iy e of. P
with another adjournment motion that if the things were biei i) nnecu}?_n
notice he would take immediate steps. If any officer wa B

; ; > s over-zealous
regarding some meeting or any procession Mr, Aditya could wire to the
Hon’ble Prermier for red_ress. As a member of this House, perhaps, it was not
beneath his dignity to wire so. Under these circumstances, Sir, I think,

Government is perfectly right to ban such meetings and processions that are
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thought likely to create unrest.  Already you have said, Sir, that there will
be some exceptions. Educational mectings, religious meetings, gatherings in
connection with marriages are not banned and when permission is sought
for a particular meeting I know Government always permit it.  So under
these circumstances there was no necessity of such a motion ; only a re-
ference to the Hon’ble Premier would do.  With these few words, Sir, I

oppose this motion.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker Sir, T support the
motion. I will refer to one concrete case. Babu Purnendu Kishore Sen,
the founder Secretary of the Vidyasram, a Khaddar organisation of Sylhet,
is a devout follower of Mahatma Gandi’s creed and policy. For the last
few months Purnendu Babu is confining his activities to Kulaura Thana.
His present activitics arc spinning demonstration, introduction of ghanis and
Harijan uplift work. Now Purnendu Babu in this connection has to address
small gatherings of villagers. Although he is doing the work of Harijan
uplift, spinning demonstration, and the like, the Superintendent of Police,
Sylhet has recently warned him drawing his attention to the notification
under discussion here. If even these normal activities are to be suppressed
in this way, Sir, we must say the situation has become absolutely hopeless.
If the villagers are to approach the Deputy Commissioner for holding
panchayat meetings for deciding social questions, we must say that even war
is not a sufficient excuse for passing such an order and under this condition,
Sir, people cannot live for long. They will very naturally try to go back to
their normal life and as has been the case in other countries, such szpprcssion
of public opinion will lead to situation which is undesirable from all points
of view and true statesmanship demands that at least these normal activities
should not be banned in this way and people should not be placed in such
an awkward position. I hope the Hon’ble Premier will consider the matter
over again and see if the officers cannot be advised to be more lenient in '
the.application of these rules

Babu DASKHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the only test by which the Gov.rn ment of a  country is to be
judged—the search light which shows whether 2 country is governed well or
not is whether there is freedom of speech, and freedomo of association.
These are the two valued rights, for which people have staked everything.
The pages of history are full of s ich instances. The English peo-le have 3
striven for more than two hundred years for this freedom of speech, and
freedom of association. Sir, it is said that we are enjoying full pro'\;incial
autonomy and freedom in the provincial spheres. That means that we
must have freedom of speech, that we must have Ffull freedom of associja-
tion provided we do not break the law and go beyond the law. Sir with
th - outbreak of the war, the War Regulations and Defence of India’Rules
were promtlgated. They were only meant for exceptional circumstances ~
and exceptional cases. No one who has opposed this motion has been able
to make out any case that there has been any abnormal situation. The
last speaker who opposed the motion has sald that abnormal situations
require abnormal laws, but he has not referred to a single concrete case
whert.aby he has been able (o prove that these abnormal laws were justified.
So, Sir, I_whole heartedly support the motion of my hon. friend Mr. Aditya.
I can cite several instances where the rules have heen unnecessarily
enforced. I can cite a case where a sraqp ccremony had to be kept in
abeyance, hCCaUS‘? permission had not been obtained for it. I know of a
case where the prize distribution of twe schools had to be kept in abeyance

sor obtaining permission. I know of another instance where a theatrigal
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performance was refused on the ground that they had got to wait tor

obtaining permission from the District Magistrate of Sylhet. Is it not a
check on the mnormal "life and activitiec of the people of Sylhet ?
There are several other instances of this sort. Under this notification

unlimited power and latitude have been given to the District Magistrates to
use their discretion, and this gives scope for irresponsible actions—there is
nothing to prevent them from banning any meeting. 1 have no grievance
with regard to any particular magistrate, but when the District Mag'strates
are given full power to ban any meeting, naturally they will sometimes
ban meetings which are absolutely of an innocent character. The result of
the introduction of this Regulation in the district of Sylhet has been that
normal life of the people and the normal activities of the people
have been entirely put a stop to. People cannot meet and discuss even
the most ordinary questions, they cannot carry on their normal life.
And everybody knows full well that when the normal activities of the
people are suppressed, it 1s not good for anybody, either for the people or
for the Government The movement goes underneath and gives rise to un-
healthy political development. I would therefore beseech the Hon’ble
Premier that either the Government should.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Thisis an adjournment motion.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir.
The Government should find out ways and means by which the normal life
and activities of the people are restored, and if that is not done, to take a
note of the public feeling, and see whether the people are not condemning
these Rules as we are condeming them to-day by the motion moved by my
hon. friend Mr. Aditya.

With these few words I beg to support the motion and with all the
emphasis that T commad, I condemn the application of the Defence of
India Rules, in the district of Sylhet. The situation in the district did not
warrant this and Government mostly played to the tune of their masters I
mean the British bureaucracy. This is responsible Government with
vengeance !

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: My, Speaker, Sir, we have so
long heard the story of the scandalous operation of the Defence of India
Rules in the district of Sylhet. I believe I could also contribute in some
small way to this debate by stating what our lot has turned out to be in
Cachar. Sir, practically the whole public life in my district has been para-
lysed and the situatiop has become absolutely intolerable. It is true we
became particularly odious in Cachar after the electicn of my hon. friend
Mr. Ahir to this Assembly the other day. If I remember aright it wa;
within three weeks of that event that I came to be served with an official
letter of the Deputy Comrnissior_ler informing me that I could not hold a
meeting of the Executive Committee of the District Congress in my private
residence on a certain date. This took me by complete surprise. I could
not at first understand under what law he was trying to prevent me from
holding a private meeting in my own house. But the Deputy
sioner Wwas kind enough to refer me to the authority under whicl

Sl 1 he pur-
ported toact. And upon an examination of the Ruy] :
referred, I found that they were so all-pervading that t?lse tc():c:/\vlhlcg . W?S
all phases of human life except perhaps § DONELEL. DS

the exercise of i i
! ; marital rights.
(Loud laughter). 'There was cause for surprise, Sir, at that ban becgéusse

it is a well known fact that the Viceroy in India s daily hoknobbing with
the Congress High Command ; if thatis so how is it that we poorgCon-
gress workers in these remote parts are being treated in this hich-handed
manner ? If the Congress has not been declared an illegal bc?dy, undec
what law could the Deputy Qommissioner interfere with the normal working
of my Committee and make it subservient to his will ? If we were living as
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citizens in a civilized country in the twenticth r‘l?lftlll‘}’; fl.ll(l F;tlwcrn.l?cnt.
had to take reccurse to such drastic rules to keep us ‘“!fl‘»-‘l, ,“,]l‘—;t i;’:(,dl(".!
.condemnation could there be of the British Rule in India today P .(it we
hear that the waris being waged™ in the name of ‘md«-p(:ndmnm‘,r d(.,mo-

-ule » enforced at the advent of the war! What can
cracy and such rules arc cn L at o i e
however be the possible result of this ?  When tnc' noi n political 2 ks
social activities of a people are thus sought to be C_u_ll)ffd, when ‘lh(: people
are prevented from giving expression to their ]f)gltlnl‘,llf:.‘])()Il.l'lcfll aspira-
tions, discontent gradaally gathers and this dns(:unl(.-n\].s driven und_t_fr-
ground by sheer circumstances. Itis in such an atmosphere of repression
that terrorism grows and flourishes. "This is no 1(1714: fantastic political
theory. We have it in our own experience, Sir, 'thnt when years ago
bureaucracy went mad with power and 5_111')]’)1‘15’;('(] all 11(>l'm;’|l' expression
of life what the result came to be ?  ‘T'errorism shot out of the soil where the
people were peaceful and law abiding to a fault. Who cou]d, accuse our
people of such criminal instincts as nmrdc.r an'd robbery ?  Yet we know
how the brute in the man was drawn out in this very country I)Ccagsc of
the insensatc policy pursued by the Government of those days. Tt is the
action of the Government that gave terrorism the momentum it deve-
1oped. ' '

Sir, the present Government in our province lays claim to being called
and looked upon as popular Government. 'It 15 an irony of fate, nothing
short of a scandal and tragedy that such a Government should fail to make
it possible for the people in th'clr.charge. to live in a de_ccnt‘mam;e'r like
civilized people that they are enjoying civic and political liberties which, it
is our birthright, to enjoy.

Sir, this Government, I know, has developed a peculiar complex to-
wards that political creed kn_own as socialism. Like the proverbial village
old woman who sees a ghost in every bush after dark, they too see spectre
of a socialist in every Congress worker. But may I ask them, Sir, why they
fight shy of socialism ? Why is it such an anathema to them ? There
have been many socialist Governments in several civilized countries of the
globe and there still are. Even in the British Isles some years ago there
was some sort of a socialistic Government when Labour came into office.
The skies did not come down in those countries and no revolutions took
place there. But why is it that our popular Government are trying to
stifle socialism in our own country and consider them such pests that they
must not have even the ordinary liberties of citizenship under a civilized
Government ? It may be that the.e are some persons whom Government
do not like, whom they consider as very inconvenient, almost as thorns in
their sides, and they have to be put away. But why is it that for the offence
of a few such undesirables and rascals, the entire population of a district or
valley should be put under the iron chains of such Draconian legislation ?
Is not the spirit of British Law this that it is fal_‘ better that ten guilty per-
sons should escape punishment rather than one innocent should suffer ?

Sir, Ldo not like to add to the catalogue of painful experiences re-
counted here by my hon. friends as the list is formidable enough.
When we look round what do we find ?  Whether it is an innocent Hari.
Sabha or a pathetic memorial meeting, every organization is being made
to feel the might and odium of these Rules. The Secretary of a Hari-
Sabha is hauled over live-coals for holding an innocuous religious congre-
gation. Students are visited with wrath for carrying on activities that form
an integral part of academic life,. While political workers and trade union-
ists, are hounded out and harassed for normal political and social work, do
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not the Government realise th.at there is no k.ind'of statutory affection tha:c- a
people can develop towards it through legislation ? If one does not like
a Government, is there any law or can there be any that can compel one
to take to it ? What then is the sum‘-total. of t_hc operation of these .Rule.s ?
Every one that is being made to feel_ their might, every one that js being
harassed under then}, every one that is being_p 't away under their autho-
rity is leaving a trail of _sullen discontent behind and when that accumu-
lates and bursts, then will Government realize what has been or can be the
tragic result of the application of such drastic rules in the governance of a
country ? I consider it, Sir, a matter of great shame, a grave scandal that
in these days of provincial autonomy when the reins of administration are
placed in the hands of our own countrymen, such lawless laws should bind

us down and reduce us to a state of utter political servitude in our own
country.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Mr. Speaker, Si.r,_ my prede-
cessors have very well dealt with the stifling effect of the _ad 1nm15tra§i0n of
the Ordinance on the normal activities of life. Sir, you will agree with. me
when I say that the Ordinance and the Rules framed thereunder have been
promulgated only with a view to control the activities of the people in such
a way as not to give the enemy any chance of attack on our country. If
that is the main idea, then the normal activities of the people should not be
interfered with in any way. But from our experience in Assam. we find to
our annoyance that the normal activities are interfered with every hour a.nd
every day. You will be surprise !, Sir, to learn that the condolence meeting
of our late lamented friend, Srijut B. C. Gogoi, could not be
held in time at Dibrugarh as the organisers had to wait three or four days
to obtain the permission to hold the meeting. You will also be surprised
and amused to learn that the other day only, in my town, an anniversary
meeting of a literary and debating society of little children reading in classes
VIII and VI, could not be held without hindrance as the boys had to pass
two anxious days to obtain the permission to hold that meeting. The
hon’ble members of this House will be interested further to know that the
Deputy Inspector of our Hon’ble tl.le Education Minister could not obtain
the permission of Deputy Commissioner for holding meetings in connection
with the Mass Literacy Campaign in my subdivision. He had to cancel his
long programme last winter for not obtaining the necessary permission to
hold such meetings.

This is how, Sir, the Defence of India Ordinances are administered in

our province. Sir, when our provincial Government thought it necessary to
promulgate:this Ordinance they ought to have anticipated all these troubles.
They ought to have given directions to the District Magistrates not to inter-
fere with the normal activities of life,—social, literary, religious, etc., and
my honest belief is that over zealous District Magistrates always try to make
their power felt by this sort of unwarranted use of the Defence of Indig
Ordinances. With these words Sir, I support the motion of my hon’ble
friend Mr. Aditya.
Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS : Sir, I rise to support the
motion. In supporting this motion I simply want to say that this: action
of the Government in promulgating this Ordinance makes us think seriously
what is the difference between a bureaucrgtic Government and the so-called
popular Government. I support the motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, some time after I assumed charge as Prime Minister in

November 1939, my attention was drawn to the agrarian trouble in the
Sunamganj subdivision and I, with my hon. friend and colleague the Reve-
nue Minister went to Sunamganj and met the representatives of both the



1228 ADJOURNMENT MOTION [11TH Nov.

Zamindars as well as the tenants and  officers of  the so-called Kisan Sabha.
During the discussions it was apparent that in that subdivision for at least
three years, therc had been a violent agitation amounting to a dangcrous

agrarian trouble between the landlords and the tenants. During the
harvesting time police aid had to be taken to enable the rightful owners of
the crops to reap them. Similarly at the time of settlement of fisheries,

police protection had to be given before the lessees could fish in the
Mahals. We tried our level best to understand the position and to effect a
compromise, but in the three hours discussion we had, we could not settle
the dispute that was raging for the last 3 vears We came back with the
impression thatif th : leaders of this agitation for a no-rent campaign were
not kept under control, there will be lawlessness in this distant areca of the
province. If I remember aright, three months after, T had to go to
Habiganj to smooth a communal dispute there and while T was returning,
I was besicged at Sylhet by about 300 tenants from Ranekali while the
Zemindars of that locality were waiting on a deputation before me in pre-
sence of the Deputy Commissioner. 1 listened to both sides and I came to
learn that their trouble arose for over a year and that my predecessors in
office, and notably my hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin Alj Ahmed had gone
there in his capacity as Finance and Revenue Minister to ecffect a compro-
mise but although both sides put their signatures and gave their assent to
a deed of agreement in his presence, neither side came to observe the terms.
It was alleged that the houses of the tenants were being burnt down by
the Zemindars while the latter asserted that their cattle were maimed by
the refractory tenants. The affairs of Ranekal; were hardly settled when
similar trouble arose in another Zcmindary in Sunamganj, the name of
which I do not re member just now. While, Sir, this agrarian trouble of
a sort of no-rent campaign was rampant in some subdivisions of the district
of Sylhet, under the guise of starting a Labour Union, trouble was being
fomented by certain set of agitators amongst the sweepers of the Sylhet
Municipality who went on strike. This was at a time of the height of the
summer season and we all know that we have not got a sanitor
conservancy in the town of Sylhet. We also know that unless tl
is removed daily, there is an imminent danger of an cpidemic breaking out
there. These difficulties of agrarian and Municipal troubles were dving
down when it was found that there had been some agitators who wunder the
guise of starting a ‘° Forward block” of the Congress,
the minds of the people and were carrying on anti-war propaganda. I
will be giving out no secret to the House if T read a part of a report which
was sent to me by our local officers. The report from the local officers
stated that‘‘ there has developed a sort of agitation starting at first with
the criticism of the acts of local officers who under the orders and instruc-
tions worked in pursuance of their duty and they held almost daily public
meetings at which speeches were delivered tending to bring Government
into hatred and contempt, to excite the population and some Government
servants to introduce active opposition to successful prosecution of the war,
to obstru(:t people from following their profession and generally to stir up

a spirit of disaffection and unrest’’.
Sir, the Police Department, at that time, had only two Stenograph-rs

y system of
1€ night soil

were poisoning

I read one speech particularly by which one of these agitators had tuall
incited the public to loot the Thana and i gitators had actually

that there are three lakhs of people as against 25 thana people only, and if

they are all men, then they could get these 25 people by persuasion and fail-
ing that by violence. That was the trend of the speeches delivered.
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: And you think the man sane ?,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1 will come to the description of your man.

When things were running to this phase, Government was compelled to
use the powers that has been given to them under the Defence of India Acts
and Rules. Sir, fr m this morni ng’s questionings we found from our redoubt-
able friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu R(_)y tht large numbers of sailors from the
district of Sylhet are cking out the_lr living by getting services in the mer-
cantile marine of the British Empire. They had also been fighting Nazi
menace on the seas—by manning merchant ships that have been converted
into armed auxiliary cruisers. - This was not only patriotic but this was
the only means of the livelihood of the sailors of
Speeches were delivered that this is an 1-rnper1a11_st war a.nd therefore no one
from the Sylhet district should take service as sailors. Sir, under this con-
dition it was impossible for the Government to remain as a silent looker
of the activities of such people whom I am very glad to say th’at the learned
Deputy Leader of the Congress Party has termed as “‘rascals’.

also
the Sylhet district.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: I simply laugh at this twisting of

words used by me—“Rascals’ not in my opinion but in the opinion of
Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, before promulgating the Defence of India Act, as was done in the neigh-
bouring province of Bengal, I tri_ecl my level best to curb the mischief and
to stop this pernicious agitation by means of Police Act but under
section 32 of the Police Act, the punishment is a fine only and it was found
that the people flouted the Government orders very frequently. I remember
Sir, there were certain questions about the prosecution of certain proces-
sionists who contumaciously took out processions without taking licenses
required under the Police }_\ct. In those matters, flouting of Government
orders by a particular section of people was the order of the day. Ordina-
ry administration of Law and Order was well-nigh impossible and the
normal activities of the people were Jeopardised. Under those circumstances
Government had to utilise the powers which they 1

. 1ad under the Defence of
India Act and Rules. My hon. friend the mover of this adjournment
motion says that by this means public opinion has been gagged. 1 was

listening very carefully to his speech if he could give me any instance in
which the public opinion of the law abiding citizens has been gagged. I
quite agree with him that the public opinion is a barometer by which
the popularity of any measure of Government is to be gauged.  Freedom of
speech is one thing but abuse of that freedom is another thing. No civilized
Government would like to allow this. I'am reminded here, Sir, that wh
my hon. friend the leader of the Opposition was holding the reigns of ad i
nistration in 1938-39, he had to ban processions, etc., in the di?turb »‘dd W
of Dibrugarh, Digboi and Tinsukia. Sir, if I have followed ip hi fL arcas
. adopfed his prmcxpl'e that when matters come to such g pass thzllst ?Otlsc%?Ps
of meetings of an exciting nature or leading a Procession with revoluz?on;r;g
slogans there 1s dangﬁjl‘ to the peace and order, it is much bétter that sucl};
meetings and processions should he banned or regulated. In ths opinion
of the Government such a state of things was continuing at Sylhet at the time
when the Defence of India Rules were ’

: Promulgated there. If the promul-
ga,tion of these Defence of India R_Ules has i11(;onvgnien(;ed some of the
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peaceful citizens, I could only sympathise with them and console them by the
well-known proverb when there is a jungle fire the valuable plum trees are
also burnt along with reeds. Because there were nefarious agitations and their
pernicious effect had to be stopped. But if these peaceful citizens are really
law-abiding they will never grudge this little inconvenience. Certain in-
stances of dislocating of prize distribution in some schools, etc., have been
mentioned by various hon. members. If the organizers of these meetings
had taken time by the forelock, they need not have waited for two days for
obtaining sanction either for their anniversary meeting or for prize distri-

bution.

My hon. friend Mr. Chanda with his usual eloquence has stated that as
a revenge, probably, that Government introduced the Defence of India
Rules in the Cachar district on the victory of their nominee in the bye-
election. Well, if Government wanted to interfere in that bye-election, they
would have introduced these Defence of India Rules in the Cachar district
before the election took place. The very fact that these Defence of India
Rules had to be extended to Cachar clearly shows that there was “‘something
rotten in the State of Denmark” in this case in the District of Cachar. How
I wish, Sir, to use the very epithets employed by him to describe the situation
there. I do not say that Mr. Chanda took part in this, but some of his
victorious ‘‘army’ ‘“terrorised” the people by holding meetinzs as if there
was no law and order in the land. The normal life in the tea garden was
““paralysed” and the local officers both the Deputy Commissioner and the
Superintendent of Police had advised Government that situation was going
beyond control and that agitators driven from Sylhet were using
Cachar as jumping ground and then alone, Government was compelled to
introduce those Defence of India Rules in the district of Cachar.,

Sir, I have given the reason for introducing the Defence of India Rules
in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar. I can assure my hon. friend ‘that as
soon as we find that the political temperature ot these two districts have
come to the normal, the orders of the Defence of India Rules will be

withdrawn.

My hon. friend Mr. Lakshesvar Borcoah mentioned about the fact
that in the Lakhimpur district, where also the Defence of India Rules
prevail, meetings meant to popularise the Mass Literacy Campaign were
refused permission by Deputy Commissioner. Sir, it was a mijsunderstand-
ing of the orders that the learned Deputy Commis:ioner thought that even
for these meetings of Mass Literacy Campaign permission had to be taken.
When the matter was represented to Government, Government set it right
by ordering the Deputy Commissioner that all meetings in connection with
Mass Literacy Campaign arranged by the education officers should be held

without any permission.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I would only want to correct the
Hon’ble Premier in his statement regarding action taken by us as Govern-
ment at Digboi. It.is quite correct to Say that we had issued orders
banning all demostrations and other things of that kind. We had issued orders
against the use of “Kripan” and other violent weapons by the people
and this also we did under ordinary law and not under the Defence of India
Act ; so I quite feel it is absolutely possible to meet whatever situation
there arises under such ordinary laws. The question of special laws or
special Acts, I mean, the irresponsible Acts like the Defence of Indian Act
did not arise in dealing with the situation. Exceptions have been
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t. Emergencies are always excep-

les by the present Government. g I
rtr}adse;:d tthDefencc of India Act is an exceptional legislation to meet a
sll'?er::iql situation. I therefore submit that the Hon’ble Premier is simply

i to interpret me in a manner that I did not deserve.
trymgrijut DEBESWAR SARMAH -

That he always does.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:

I have heard with rapt
attention what the Hon’ble Premier has said in reply to the charges made by

various members on the floor of the House. But I am sorry to note that
he has not been able to convince the House about the propriety oflssum_g
such general orders. He has quoted from the reports of some of his
subordinate staff in the district about the activities of one or two members

of the public. Firstly, I doubt the veracity of the reports which are often-
I very much exaggerated. Secondly,

taking for argument’s sake
ersons made speeches in that way, cities like Calcutta,
g:‘:r?;gr: E,:;kgow, Allahabadlzmd Bombay, would  have greater justific-
ations for adopting such measures. In those cities the organisations of
Kishan Sabha and Labour Unions are much stronger than in this Plagc.
Circumstances according to the Government of those places did not justify
such an order in those Provinces although Congress Governments =~ have
been substituted there by the Advisers of the Governor. Here the exagger-
ated reports of events and speeches c_alled from some irresponsible officers
can not supply a correct basis for issuing a ban_ in Sylhet and subseguent}y
in Cachar over all meetings and processions. Sir, th(? _Hon’ble Prerme}' said
that I could not give any instan_ce of how public opinion was cl}oked in the
districts of Sylhet. Perhaps he did not follow my speech. I cited several
instances in which normal expression of life was muzzled. I cited the case in
which our Congress Committee meeting was banned. I cited one example
in which a religious meeting in Karimganj Kalibari was banned. I cited
the instance how local officials interfered with a condolence meeting in
Sylhet. Ialso heard from Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah that in the district of
Lakhimpur a condolence meeting could not be held because necessary
permission was not available. The Hon’ble Premier tried to justify himself
by offering a valuable piece of advice that timely application to the Deputy
Commissioner would save a lot of trouble.

But instances are not rare where
application was made but because of the absence of the Deputy Commis-
sioner from the station, permission could not be

obtained. Ifit was the
intention of the Government to check certain activities of certain people, it
was only fair straightaway, to }_ut those activities instead of trying to do
things in a round about way. Sir, as T have said the instances that the
Hon’ble Premier took pains to collect in justification of his act of promul-
gation of such an order of a general character, may be available under all
climes and at all times.

As a result of the Government notiﬁc(':ltion, very few meetings were held
in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar during these months. Ag 4 matter of
fact we could not go to our constituenc1e§ and discuss about their grievances
so that they might be brought to the notice of Proper authorities for redr
Whenever we go to our constituency to know the grievances of the CSIS-
there are the activities of the Criminal Investigation epartm people

: ) . ; ent officers
to terrorise people and then the apprehension of violation of the ondars
under the Defence of India Rules. We naturally expect g
all the circumstances narrated by the hon.

‘ that after hearing
e P e don members on the floor of this
House, the Hon’ble Premier wou agree to

. a rclaxation of that rule. If he
consults his own barometer to take a read

e ; g of the temperature of the
district, I say, he is liable to have a misle :

ading reading of the temperature of
the country. ' )
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With these few words, I hope I shall have the fullest support of the
House in such a vital question that is affecting the people of the districts of
Sylhet and Cachar in the normal activities of life.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir iUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir. In his peroration, the learned mover said that he made
an offer to me to sec that the relaxation of the rigours of these Defence of
India Ruies be made so that the ordinary life of the people may be restored.
Sir, he mentioned at the time of asking leave of the House that he had writ-
ten a Jetter to Government pointing out the effect of these rules which were
bampering the normal activities of a peaceful citizen. 1 did not like to
read out his letter to the Chief Secretary, but now that I have been faced
with this charge, I have no other alternative but to place that letter before

the House. He writes: “ May I refer to the Government Notification
No0.4997-H., dated the 28th May, 1940, published in the Assam Gazette
dated ......oe.--. regarding restrictions on the holding of meetings, etc., in the

Sylhet district f:or the clarification of some expressions used therein. Leaving
aside the question of the propriety or legality of such a general notification
by virtue of the powers uprlcr section 2 of the Defence of India Act, T would
like to know the implications of the words ‘public procession, meeting or
assembly’. Whether rcllgi{;us precessions like Ralha_jzn,ra, ﬁmm’-al procession,
assembly ir{ mosque fr.)r saying prayers or in the public temple for worship,
social functions, marriage processions, Kirtan party, assembly in cinema and
theatrical shows and in the playgrounds or other non-political gatherings are
hit by the mischief of this notification is a question which vis puzzling the

ublic mind throughout the district. I shall therefore be highly glad if you
would please specify the nature of the public gatherings on which the Gov-
ernment have proposed to impose the restrictions.”

My hon. fr.iend was told that these peaceful meetings would not be hit
by this notification, angl th(? Deputy Commissioner has got powers under
paragraph 4, of the notlﬁcatlf)_n to exempt, by general or special orders, meet-
ings of a peaceful nature. Sir, this is sufficient relaxation of the rigours of
the Defence of India Rules. My friend says that I wanted to read the poli-
tical temperature of the people by reading the reports of the police and
suybordinate ofﬁce.rs. If T cannot trust the local officers I don’t know whom
I can trust. My hon. friend has_placcd his side of the case before the House,
put I have also to see the other side of the picture and then come to a judg-
I have already mentioned that from the reports of the specches deli-
vered by some of the speakers at some meetings, there could not have been
the least doubt that what was aimed at by those speakers was g socialistic
revolution and the overthrow ot the present system of Government, THhis
was openly told, the people were exl}osted not to aid the British Government
in this War. not to volunteer for services even on pPayment. Things of this
sort could not be allowed. Of course, T respect the principle of my hon.
friends opposite who think that as this War has been declared by the British
Government without consulting Indian opinion they should not support War
activity- But there S}_loqld be equal respect for the other side ; there are
people equally patrlotf{c mn India who think that the freedom of India is
bound up with thdatﬂo _};fhe British Empire. If the empire loses this War
India will be }11;1 6}11 e heels of the Dictators. This Ministry thereforé
wanted to cur ;] e I%C?VIFICS of a nefarious kind by introducing the Defence
of India Act and the Rules in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER; The questionis “That the Asserms
bly do now adjourn™.

ment.
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The Assembly divided.

Ayes—42

. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev.
. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.
. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.
Babu Balaram Sircar.

Srijut Beliram Das.

Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi.
Babu Bepin Behari Das.
Srijut Bishnu Ram Meadhi.

Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhuri.

. Srijut Debeswar Sarmabh.

. Srijjut Gaurikanta Talukdar.

. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau-

dhuri.

. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha.

. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
. Srijut Kameswar Das.

. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah.

22. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
23. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

24. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

25. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
26. Mr. Naba Kumar/Dutta.

27. Babu Nirendra Nath Deb.
28. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
29. Srijut Paramananda Das.
30. Srijut Purandar Sarma.

31. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
32. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
33. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
34. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
35. Srijut Ram Nath Das.

36. Srijut Sankar Chandra. Barua.
37. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

38. Babu Shibendra Chandra
Biswas.

39. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
40. Srijut Sonaram Dutta.
41.

42,

Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.

Noes—50

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid

Sir Muhammad Saadulla.-
The Hon’ble Srijut’ Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri.

. The:Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- x

war Ali.

. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra

Chandra Chakravarty.

Hon’ble Khan Sahib
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussian
Chaudhuri.

Dr.
Nath Saikia.
Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhuri.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur

Maulavi Sayidur Rahman,
The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn.
Srijut Rupnath
Brahma.

Mahendra '

11 Srijdut Jogendra Narayan ‘Man-
al.

12. Babu Kalachand Roy.
13. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
14. Maulavi Abdul Bari

Chau-
dhury.

15. Maulana Abdul Hamid
Khan.

16. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

17. Maulavi Syed ‘Abdur ‘Rouf.
18. MaX}llzg/;b Dewan Muhammad.

Chaudhury.,
19, Mal{lavi Mubammad Amirud-
m.

20. Maulavi
Ali.

Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.

Maulavi - Ghyasuddin Ahimed.

Muhammad . Amjad
21,
22.
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Noes.—50—conld.

35. Mr. E. B. Sim.

23. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
24. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera- 36. Mr. P. Trinkle.
mat Ali. 37. Mr. C. W. Morley.
33. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

25. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul
Hussain  Chaudhury.

26. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

27. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufi-
zur Rahman.

28. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhui-

39. Mr. A. Whittaker.
40. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
41. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
42. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
43. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sarwan
ya. . 44. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
29. Maéulg;/l Sheikh Osman  Ali 45. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
Sadagar. B £ ok g
30. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu 46. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
Nasr Md. Waheed. 47. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
31. Mr. A. F. Bendall. 48. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.
32. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett. 49. Srijut Khorsing Terang.

33. Mr. N. Dawson. s i
34. Mr. W. R. Faull. 50. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

The motion was lost.

Extension of time for tabling amendments to the Goalpara and the
Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bills, 1939

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir. I want a
minute’s time, to say something with regard to the amendments to the Sylhet
Tenancy and Goalpara Tenancy (Amcndmcnt) Bills. The circular inviting
amendments was received by us so late that we could not submit the amend-
ments in time. So will you kindly give us some more time to give notice
of amendments ? i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With regard to this matter, I may tell
the hon. members that originally we wanted to put down these’ two Bills for
the 18th but the Hon’ble Premier said that the 18th would be so late a da
that it would not be possible for the Bills to be finished on that day There)-’
fore we changed the date to the 14th instant. We accepted his sﬁggestion
but now we find that the hon. members could not be timely informed of thi;
change of date so that they might send in their amendments in the time
fixed. I am thinking of altering this date. I think the Hon’ble Premijer
will have no Ob’JEICtiOI{I/[iF we fix these two Bills for the 16th.

The Hon’ble aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ‘
Sir, the Secretary of the Assembly yhas drawn my attentionsé)AglgL;;%:
culty that has been found by some hon. members ' to put in their amend-
F?om'our experience of these Bills in the Budget session, we are
sure that it will take much longer time than two days, and therefore I re-
quested you to take up these Bills from the 14th. Either you under your
powers can reduce the number of days for notice so that we can take up
the Bills on the 14th, or the other alternative will be to take them up on
the 16th. T would however prefer that they be taken up on the 14th, so that
there may be S,Omt: chance “oi the Bills being passed in this session.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ; | may point out my difficulty. If I
accede to the request of the Premier to keep these Bills for the 14th then
it really means some strain on the Assembly staff, because the amendments

ments.

N
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are to be scrutinised, and then I myself have to scrutinise them to see
whether th y are in order or not and whether the previous sanction of Hig
Excellency the Governor is required with regard to these amendments.

To-day is the 11lth, so if they be taken up on the 14th we get only the
12th and 13th, and it will not be possible to scrutinise them in that time.
I am ready to suspend the Rule requiring threc days’ notice, but there is
this difficulty.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHU..I:
If the amendments that we submitted during the last session are accepted
that will meet the case.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member knows that these
amendments have lapsed, but even if those amendments are to be tabled
I do not know whether any other amendments by other hon. members
will not be tabled. How can I depend on the assurance of the hon member
that only those amendments will come up ? ’

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I
do not know whether any other hon. member will send any amendments.
I am speaking for myself.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Mr. Speaker, Sir, my suggestion was made as I think that more
than two days will be required to finish these Bills, but if you find so
obstacle about amendments we can have them on the 16th. SRS

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then the Bills will be t
16th, and the hon. members will co-operate with us in seein
are passed in this session.

aken up on the
g that the Bills

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: We have some bjecti
the Bills being taken up on fche 1.6th2 because from our experignjceecuicx)ln t}tlg
last Budget session we find that it will not be possible to finish the Bills in
two days.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Bills will be taken u
and 1 will see that they are finished in this session. P on the 16th

ADJOURNMENT
The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m.
November, 1940 .Y J a.m. on Tuesday, the 12th
SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA

The 6th December 1940. Secretary, Legislative Assebmly, Assam.
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APPENDIX A
The 14th March 1940

No. 1340-L.-S.-G.-In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296(2)
(7) of the {Assam Municipal Act, 1923), (Assam Act I of 1923), as subse-
quently amended, and in partial modification of the orders contained in this
Department Notification No.3277-1..S.G ., dated the 13th June 1938, so far
as it relates to the substitution of the words “Central Government’ for
the words “Governor-General in Council” in rule 3(] ), the Governor
of Assam is pleased to make the following further amendments to the rules
for the election of members of Municipal Boards published with the Noti-
fication No. 656-L.5.-G., dated the 13th February 1937, as subsequently
amended :(—

.

Amendments
Add the following as clause (9) at the end of rule 1(a):

(9) A “prescribed date” is the date with reference to whi h all clecto-
ral qualifications are to be applied and tested and with reference to which
Eletoral Rules of a Municipal Election are directed to be made up and
revised from tin.e to time ;

Add the words ““and the prescribed date” after the word “alections® in
the opening line of rule 2(1). |

Add the following as clause (i) at the end of rule 2(1) as subsequently
amended) :(—

(¢v) In the case of the prescribed date by an order issued 15 days
before the publication of the notice fixing the date of the e]e
ed by the preceding clauses of this rule.

Insert the words “‘and the prescribed date” after the word ““election”
wherever it occurs in rule 2(2).

In rule 3(1) delete the words ‘“with the approval of the Governor-Gene-
ral in Council™.

In rule 3(2) the words ¢‘is at the iime of publication of the Regis-
ter under Rule 16 and” shall be omitted and for the words ““date of such
publication™ the words ““prescribed date” shall be substituted.

In rule 3(2) (¢) for the words ““date of such publication” the words
“prescribed date” shall be substituted.

Substitute the following for rule 4 :—

4. At the first election held in a municipality being a municipality
which had previously been a notified area constituted under Chapter XIT
of the Act, every person of the full age of 21 years being a British subject
or asubject of any State in India shall on registration in accordance with
the provisions of rules 5-16 inclusive be entitled to vote if he, () has been
for a period of not less than 12 months immediately before the prescribed
date resident within the limits of the area which has been declared to be a
municipality and (iZ) would have been entitled to vote at an election held .s
with reference to the same prescribed date for the Town Committee of the
notified area if such area had not been declared to be a municipality.

4A. When an area not previously included within the boundaries
of a municipality ~or notified area is included in a municipality
every person of the full age of 21 years being a British subject or a
subject of any State in India who has resided in such area for a period
of not less than 12 months immediately preceding the prescribed date and
who has been duly_reglstered as a voter in accordance with the provision
of rules 5-16 inclusive shall be entitled to vote at the first election held in
the municipality after the addition of such area if, immediately prior to the
addition of the area to the municipality, he was qualified under the rules

Cction as requir-

25
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framred under section 89(2) (7) of the Assam Local Self-Government Act
1915, to vote at an election of members of the Local Board having jurisdic-
tion over the said area :

Provided that this rule shall not apply if the date of inclusion of the
added area were such that it would have been possible for the residents of

such area to have paid rates to the municipality during the twelve months
immediately preceding the presbribed date.

S. GOHAIN,

Secretary to the
Govt. of Assam, Edn. & L.S.-G. Deptts.

APPENDIX B
The 24th April 1940

No. 2098-L.5.-G.—In exercise of the power conferred by section 296 of
the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923) as subsequently
amended the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amend-
ments to the rules published with this Department Notifications No.4455-
L.S.-G., and No. 4456-L.S.-G., dated the 16th November 1935 :—

AMENDMENTS

SceEDULE B

1. In'the second paracraph after < ;
G agrapn after ““rent reserved as aforesajd®’ 4
the following for the remainder of the paragraph :— substitute

and for the observance of the conditions of this lease :

That on non-payment of rent the said sum or SO
. s much ther :
necessary shall be appropriated by the said  board or town Comrer?iit as is
rent, and the. lessee s_hall forthwith deposit such further amount ce as
restore the said deposited sum ; as will

bl

*The Board or town Committee is at And further th
liberty to omit any of these conditions
Provided that the provisions of the rules
are opserved. Those conditions which
are not to apply to the particular marke

should be struck out berore the lease is : -
¥ .
executed. the following covenants¥ :—

at the lessee shal] fulfil

provide and maintain a puve source of )

(a) He shall maintain the . _Watel SUPPIY.

(b) He shall cause the market to be dramegl I such m

Board or Town Committee may direct and g
drains clean ;

anner  as the

ball keep the

or

He shall maintain the drains in good order.

(¢) He shall cause the Hot to be kept clear of ity and refus enr
refuse, sweepings, garbage and manure to be I‘emo&c?nt a
distance O.f not less than 250 yards from the boundary of Otha
Hat, athis own cost and burnt, and shall have allycorpsez
found within the market removed to a similar distance and
buried or burnt. 2 @ simtlar distance an
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(d) He shall himself accompany or depute some person to accompany
any officer authorised by Government or the Board or Town
Committee to inspect the market when inspecting the
market.

(¢) He shall report to the nearest officer authorise | under sections 11,

’ 15 and 16 of the Assam Pure Food Act, 1932, when any
putrid fish, flesh, fruit, vegetables or other ariicles of food or
drink are exposed for sale in the Hat.

Provide andimaintain - - I
(f) He shall — int':in a latrine and a urinal within the Hat
a «

for the convenience of the public, and shall cause it to be
cleaned to the satisfaction of the Board or Town Committee.

(g) He shall publish and keep published on a notice board the fees
leviable under the orders of competent authority and shall not
levy any excessive or unwarranted fees.  Without prejuadice to
the generality of the other conditions of this lease, the Board
or Town Committee shall be at liberty to cancel this lease
immediately in the event of the levy by the lessee of excessive
or unwarranted fees, and that in addition to, and not in sub-
stitution for, any other penalties to which the lessce may there-
by b come liable.

() He shall kcep order in the open market or cause in to be kept
and shall abide by all the lawful dircctions of the Board or
Town Committee.

9. After the last paragraph add the following proviso : —

Provided also that in lieu of cancellation the Board or Town Committee
may direct the sum deposited as sccurity or any portion thereof to be for-
feited, and it shall be forfeited aggordmglx to the Board or Town Commit-
tee and the lessee shull forthwich deposit such further amount as shall
restore the sum to be deposited to the said sum of Rs.

S. P. DESAI,

Secretary to the
Gout, of Assam in the Edn. & L.S.-Gfl%e;)tls-

APPENDIX C

The 12th June 1940.

0. 5927-L.S -G.—In exercise of the powers conferred by secti ;
Oflihc Assam Municipal Act,. 1923 [Assam Act I of 1925;)/), anlc(l)niiggz(it)i(z:%
modification of the orders contained in this Department Notification No.203-
L.S.-G., dated the i4th January 1925, so far as it relates to fixation of the
pumber of members to be elected from Wards Nos. II and VI of the
Karimganj Municipality, the Governor of Assam is pleased to increase the
numberhof elected members of the said wards of the said Municipality by

e each.
on This rule shall have effect from the date of the next general election in
the Karimpanj Municipality.
This cancels Notification No, 3573-L.S.-G., dated the 27th May 1940.

S. P. DESAI,

] Secretary to the
Gout, of Assam in the Edn. & L.S.-G. Depits,
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APPENDIX D
The 3rd October 1940.

No.8020-L.S.G.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296(2) (i)
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Municipal Act I of 1993
as subsequently amended and in modification of this Department Notihca-
tion No.203.L.S.-G., dated the 14th January 1925, the Governor of
Assam is pleased to make the following rule for the division of the
Gauhati Municipality into wards and for fixing the number of members
to be elected for each of such wards of the said Municipality.

The Gauhati Municipality shall be divided into 11 wards within the
following boundaries :—

WARD No. I
Number of
elected
member for
each ward
North—The Brahmaputra.

East—From the north-east corner dag No. 1929 and
along the eastern sides of this dag and dags
Nos. 1932 and 1940, up to the south-east corner of
dag No. 1942,
South—From the south-east corner of dag No. 1942 and
along the southern boundaries of dags Nos. 1942
1973, 2115 and 2114 and Bhubon road. 3
West—From the junction of Bhubon road with Strand

road and along the western boundaries of dags
Nos. 2069, 1811 and 1810 up to the Brahmaput;?a -

T

WARD No. II

North—Fr m the junction of Bhubon road with the
Strand road and along the southern boundaries of
Ward No. I up to the south-east corner of dgo
No. 2115. S

East—From the south-east corner of dag No.
along the eastern boundaries of dags Nog
53 up to the junction of Nabagrah
Kamala Kanta Bhattacharjee road.

South—Along the southern side of Kamala Kanta Bhatta-
charjee road, castern side of the Manick Chandra,
road between its junctions with the former ang the
old Sweepers’ road and then along the southern side
of the latter to Lamb road.

West—From the junction of the old Sweepers® rqg d with
Lamb road and then along the westerp sides of gyy
Nos.2195, 2165 and 2159 up to Bhubop Toad .. gs 5

WARD No. II1

North—The Brahmaputra.

East—Along the western boundaries of Ward Nos.
IT and eastern sides of Lamb road and Sorani
up to the north-east corner of dag No.400.

2115 and
. 16 and
a road with

I and
a road
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Number of
clected
member for
cach ward i
South—From the North-East corner of dag No. 400 and
along the southern boundaries of dag No.1758,
Manipuri road and eastern side of Md. Shah road N
up to its junction with the Shillong road. |

West—From the junction of Shillong road with Md. Shah
road up to the puccaghat on the Brahmaputra
along the eastern side of Donavan road and western
side of dag Nos.1712, 1592 and 1587,

8

WARD No. 1V

North—The Brahmaputra.

East—Along the western boundary of Ward No. I1I.

South—Shillong road between its Jjunction with Danavan
road on the east and Lakhtokia road on the west.

West—From the junction of Shillong road with Lakhtokia
road and along the western sides of dag Nos. 1475
1474, 1469, 1375, 1347, 1260, 1221 and 129 up to

the Brahmaputra o
WARD No. V
North—Th " Brahmaputra. :
East—Along the western boundary of Ward No. Iv.
South—Along the northern side of the portion of Assam
Trunk road between its junction with Lakhtokia
and Fancybazar roads.
West—From the Assam Trunk road and along the eastern
side of the Fancibazar road up to the river. 2
WARD No. VI
North—The Brahmaputra. :
East The western boundary of Ward No. V.
South—NOI‘therl:l side.of the Assam Trunk road between
its junction with Fancibazar road and Kedar
road. ) )
West—From the junction of Assam Trunk road and - 3
Kedar road and along the eastern side of Kedar '
road upto the river on the north. 2
WARD No. VII ‘

North—The Brahmaputra and the western boundary of
Ward No. VI of Assam Trunk road-Kedar road-
Athgaon ro‘ad._ ) :

East—From the junction to Bharaly river along the
western boundary of Athgaon road, Someswar road
and Kumarpara road, ‘

' |
-
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Number of
elected
member for
each ward
South—Southern side of Bharalu river.

West— Western side of Bharalu river up to the Brahma-
putra ... 2

WARD No. VIII

North— Southern boundaries of Ward Nos. VI, V and IV

and then along the rorthern side of Md. Shah road

up to its junction with Lokra road.

From the junction of Md. Shah road and Lokra

road south-wards to Bharalu river along the eastern

edge of Dag No. 59.

South—Southern side of Bharalu river.

West—LEastern boundary of ward No. VII 2

WARD No. IX

East

-North—Southern side of the Assam Trunk Road.

East—The western boundary of Ward No. VII.

South—Along the southern sides of Dag Nos. 111, 122,
73, 75, 76, 77, 63 and 62.

West—Along the western sides of Dag Nos. 40 (ka), 131
(ka), 48 (ka), 53, 59 and 61 os 1

WARD No. X

North—Along the southern boundary of Ward No. IIT
From the south-west corner of dag No. 1749 to the
Jjunction of Sarania road with Railway line.

East—From the aforesaid junction to B
the eastern side of Sarania road.

South—Southern side of Bharalu river
opposite the Lokra road.

West—Lokra road up to the southern boundary of Warg
No. III .

s sen - S5 2
WARD No. XI

North—Southern boundary of Ward No. II.

East—From the junction of Kamala Kanta and Naba-
graha roads southwards up to the south-
of Dag No. 36. :

South—From the south-east corner of Dag No.36 and
along the southern side of Dag No. 98 and north
of the railway line up to Sarania road.

West—Along the eastern boundary of Ward No. III
between the railway line and old Sweeper line
road. eee ® ces S ve 2

S. P. DESAT,

] 4 Secretary o th
Govt. of Assam in the Edn. & L,S.-eczwDefbttsf

haralu river along

up to a point

€ast corner



1242 APPENDIX [117Ta Nov, 1940] ﬂ?
The 25th October 1940, ‘

No0.8275-L.S.-G.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296 of
the Assam Municipal Act (Act I of 1923), as subsequently amended, the
Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amendment :— h

APPENDIX E

Add the following at the end of rule 10 of Part 11T of the rule
with Notification No.1041-E., dated the 8th March 1924

““Where the alterations or repairs relate to roads, drains, etc., main-
tained by the Public Works Department the Board shal] be responsible to
the Public Works Department for the work being of the required standard”.

s published

S. P. DESAI,

y . Secretary to the
Goot. of Assamin the Fdn. & L.S.-G. Depits.

-
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