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i—’roceeciings of the Eightix Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled uniler the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 aA.m. on
Thursday, the 21st November, 1940.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Hon’ble Ministers and 92 members.

- QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Special Officer for Primary Education

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*105.(a) Is it a fact that Government_propose to appoint the
present Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle, as a Special Officer
for ‘Primary Education from 1941 ?

(b) 1If so, who is the probable successor to the post of the Inspector
of Schools in the Assam Valley ?

#106.(a) Is it a fact that the Vice-Principal of the Murarichand
College, Sylhet, has been selected to succeed the present Inspector of
Schools in the Assam Valley ?

(b) Are Government aware of the criticism and the public
opinion in the local news-papers 1n respect of this appointment ?

(¢) If answer to question 106(a) be in the negative will Govern-
ment be pleased to make a Press statement contradicting the publication

in the news-papers ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

105.(a)—Such a proposal is under consideration of Govemment; but
no final orders have heen passed yet.
(b)—Does not arise.
106.(a)—No.
(by-—Yes.
(¢)—Government does not consider 1t necessary to do SO.
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Is therc any proposal for
creating a post of Special Officer for Primary Education ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR C_[-IAUDI:IURI l:ner{thave
already said that such a proposal is under consideration of Govern :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: ~ Does ot Gov?mtn-ﬁléf
consider that it is absolutely unnecessary as the D.n'ectoxj o}fl Publlkc - nstr
tion and the Inspectors of Schools are quite sufficient for this work :

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: fgﬁ ll;}f
been suggested that as we are spending such large sums ol.brrl.‘o;lc;’f CnditIl)ll’C
mary education and as we have committed _oursel‘ves to a(;lf}“elﬁ \c\:ipo e
for mass literacy campaign, we should appoint a Special icer wh

imar i and adult
carry on intensive work for the spread of primary education
education.

Srijat GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Do not Government consider
that Local Boards who represent the various places and Foré)mu'mt'iii: et
district will be quite sufficient to distribute the money (m-, manag
under instructions from the Director of Public Instruction : (e
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CH-AUDI'*IURITI y )o‘?r,;{
already told the House that the proposal is under cons.1dera‘t1on. kl uI e
Which has been raised just now by the hon. member will also be take
consideration before a final decision is arrived at.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: May I

ask the hon. questioner the names of local newspapers in which the criti-
cism was published ?

(No reply.)

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Isit a fact that the office of the

: ; . .
Inspector of Schools is a very important one for mass education in th
Valleys ?

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD : AI,'IBAB. C}Il-l AUDH[;R‘};S:
Y question has not been answered, Sir. Is it a.faCt that the newspap
Which published this criticism are possessed by Hindus

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I would ask the hon. member to
ously consider if this question arises.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: He cannot check his feelings,
Sir.

seri

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question cannot be permitted
to be asked.
h Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: My question was, may I know from
the H

: %n’b]e Education Minister whether it is a fZCt that tihe t}ImStV()aﬂ lg,]SSPCCt‘
RlctaSclicolsiisia very importaiit one for mass education in the :

The Hon’ble ysri})ut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
office of the Inspector of Schools is certainly very important in matters of
education, -

_Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Will Government appreciate the
desirability of 2ppointing an officer who is conversant with the education of
both the Valleys ? =

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: All these
suggestions will be taker, ; i ion.

Maulavi DewaneM%]E;ﬁ/;llillc}fgthBAB CHAUDHURY : Is it not
a fact that not a sin

: 8le Inspector of Schools was ever appointed in Assam
from the Muslim community ?

7

Y
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINU KUMAR CHAUDHURI: This is a
fact. There has been no Muslim Divisional Inspector.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister if the Vice-Principa! of the Murarichand College is found quali-
fied he will be appointed as an Inspector ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is a hypothetical question,
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know if he is found fit his case

will be considered ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The_ case
of competent persons will be taken into consideration and the most com-
petent and suitable person available will bz appointed.

Opening of Women’s section in Cotton College
Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS asked:

*107. Will Government be pleased to state the number of girl students
in each class of the Cotton College, Gauhati, separately ?

*108. Do Government propose to open women’s sections in the said
College, staffed by lady Professors as in some Calcutta Colleges ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

107.—The information is furnished below—

First Year I1.A. 16
’s 5, I.Sc. 6
Second Year I.A. 15
53 ,» IL.Sc. A 8
Third Year B.A.: ... 16
3 s B.Sc. 1
Fourth Year B.A. 10
2 551 ¢ BsSCs e 1
108.—No.

Appointment of a non-Hindu Manager to the Mechpara
Wards® Estate

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS asked :

*109. (a) Is it a fact that the proprietors of the Mechpara Court - of
Wards’ Estate were asked by the Government to report their opinion regard-
ing the appointment of non-Hindu Manager to the Estate, early this
year ?

() Is it a fact that the proprietors of the said Estate jointly sub-
mitted to Government their objection to the appointment of a non-Hindu
to the said position in last March ? i
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(c) If the answer to question 109 (h) ahr)vcr is in ]ih(* L(\Tul?:;;vg;l
will Government be pleased to state whag action has beenftaaenomtmem i
the considered opinion of the proPriet?rs in the 1:nixtter o PP
the Mechpara Court of Wards Estates’ Manager :

(d) Is it a fact that when the Court of 'V\"a.rds t%%%tgﬁfggt}tlg
management of the Mechpara Estate, Government gave -cllli}::rwcr e
the proprietors that none but a Hindu would be appointe anag
S e >ctive annual

*110. (a; Will Government be pleased to state th‘c resp-vcd'frict e
forest incomes of the various Zemindary estates of thcq Goalpara dis
are under th management of the Court of Wards ?

f the
(b)) Do Government propose to place the mar‘l;f‘izcr\r;ifﬂ: (;)f e
Mechpara Forest under a fully qualified Forest Officer, irrespecti
religion or caste ?

. ared in t Assam
*111. (a) Is it a fact that an advertisement has apped}t(lid ;::);33&(106 o
Gazette to the effect that a Muslim Sub-Manager, with g

f Wards’
forest management, is needed for the Mechpara Court o
Estate ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state w?ichf atltlltélosl‘:ié’
decided that a Muslim Sub-Manager should take the charge o
forest mahal and on what principle ?

. HMAN
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RA
replied :

109.(a)—Yes. 7
(b)—Fifteen of the proprietors did so. » e
(c)—Due consideration was given to the opmloa of thil});:g;:cts o
before the Court of Wards came to a decision after considering : 51
the case, q
(d)—No evidence of such an assurance can be traced.

ij ’ble Minister
Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: May I ask the Hon’l i :
Why the opinion of the proprietors were taken at all regarding this ap
Pointment ?

J The Hon’ble Khban Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
ust to come to a decisiop. .
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHUMED: Is it not a fact that the

. 3 i ]
present Manager while he was an Assistant Manager officiated severa
times in the same scale ?

The Hon’hble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

Yes, Sir.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Was there any objection
then ?
n’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  No.
Srijut BISHNy RAM MEDHI: What is the opinion of the pro
prietors of the Mech ara Estate ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
They were of Opinion that a Hindu would be preferable.
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Are Government aware that

one person who was a non-Hindu acted as Manager of the Estate sever:l
times ?

e 1D
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
Government is not aware.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

110.(a)—Figures for the year 1346 B. S. are given below—

Rs.
1. Mechpara 80, 52
2. Bijni Raj we 1,11,524
3. Srirgram Barua 2,488

(b)—The question of a revision in the management of Mechpara
Forests is now under consideration On the propsal of the Commis;ioner
of Divisions to have a fully qualified Forest Officer in charge of the Mech-
para Forests as in the Bijni Forests. Mr. Jacob of the Indian Forest
Service was deputed to enquire into the matter and his report is now being
examined by the local officers.

111.(a)—Yes.

(b)—The Court of Wards decided that this temporary appointment
should go to a suitable Muslim in order to ensure proper representation of
the various communities in the estate services in accordance with the
existing procedure.

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that the Tribal people come next to Muslims in point of population in
the Estate ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
not aware of that.

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: Wil the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state how many officers from the Tribal Group are serving in the
Mechpara Estate ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Government are not aware of that.

I am

Number of new appointments created since the introduction
of the Reforms

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

*112. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) How many new appointments have been created since the
introduction of the new Reforms in Assam ?
() What is the present and probable future financial commitments
of the Government on accourt of the creation of these new
appointments ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

112.—The information is ’being collected, but this will require a consi-
derable time.

Convocation for granting Sanskrit Titles annually in Assam

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
*113. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) If any convocation is held for the granting of Sanskrit titles
annually in Assam ?
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(6) If not, do Government propose to consider the desirability of
holding such a convocation ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

113. (a)—The reply is in the negative.
(b)—The matter is engaging the attention of Government.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I know whether any
convocation was held previously ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHA.UDHURI: The
reply is already there. As far as I know no convocation was held pre-
viously.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My original question was
“if any convocation is held”. The reply isin the regative. = My present
question is whether any convocation was ever held before ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think the reply to the original
question covers _this 100. ’

Sanskrit Board and Sanskrit College at Sylhet

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

* 114 (a)- Tsit a fact that the Sanskrit Board and the Sanskrit College
at Sylhet are located in the same buildings ?

(b) Are Government aware that this has resulted in congestion and

lack of adequate accommodation for -the purposes of the Sanskrit
College at Sylhet ?

. () Has the attention of Government been drawn to the insufficient
space in the Library ?

(d) If so, do Government propose to provide for separate office

buildings for the Sanskrit Board and the College and provide for the much-
needed expansion of the Library ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

114. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Yes.
(e)—-Yes. 1

(d)—The matter is under consideration.

(Starred questions  Nos.115-116
Mr. Jobang D. Marak were n
absent.)

standing in the name of the
ot put and answered as the questioner was

¢
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Contracts for construction of bridges over th: Borgong, Noona,
Tihu, Buradia, Kaldia and Pagladia rivers

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked:

*¥117. Will Government be pleas:d to state—

(a) When and to whom contracts [or construction of bridges
over the Borgong, Noona, Tihu, Buradia, Kaldia and
Pagladia rivers were given ?

(b) Whether notices calling for tenders for them were invited ?

*¥118. (a) Is it a fact that tenders were not called for for constructing
re-inforced co crete bridges over these rivers ?
(h) If so, why ~Government settled these contracts without
calling for tenders for the same ? :
*119. Will Government be pleased to state the rates tendered by the
various parties for the above works ?

*120. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) If it is a fact that Messrs. Gammon & Co. have
been given rates higher than they tendered for, for these
bridges ?

(b) If so, why and how these enhanced rates were allowed ?

*121. Will Government be pleased to- state, what progress has been

. . . o cen
made with the construction of these bridges ?

*¥122. Will Government be pleased to state the last date for completion
of these bridges and the steps they propose to take for failure to complete
the work within time ? ;

*123. (a) Have Government any expert opinion to the effect that re-
inforced concrete constiuctions so far as bridges are concerned, are quite
safe and suited to the peculiar conditions of this province ?

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to lay that opinion op

the table ? '

*]124. Are Government aware thgtt services of competent Consulting
Engineers are not available in the province and that very high price has got

_to be paid for getting their services from outside the province ?

*125. (a) Are Government aware that machineries for such re-inforce
piling as Vib.o, Simplex, and Franki which are specially mentioned by the
Department are not available either for hire or purchase by the locaj
contractors ?

(b) 1f so, will Government be pleased to state whether the
propose to have type plans and arrange to hire out the requisite machimery
to the successful local contractors ? f Y

#126. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that Messrs. Gammon & Co.
black-listed in the Punjab ?
(6) Whether it is a fact that this Company failed {o Soriplefa i
construction of a bridge over the Teesta riyer uFl)lclef il e
Bengal Government ? ¥

have been
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(¢) Do Government propose to enquire from the respective
Governments on these matters ?

*127. Will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, Govern-
ment have taken to encourage the local contractors for construction of re
inforced concrete bridges, instead of inviting outsiders for the same ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied:

117. (a)—
Name of bridge Name of selected Date of acceptance of
contractor contract
Borgong ... ... Messrs. J. C. Gam-  6th July 1939.
mon, Ltd.
Noona
Tihu
Ditto P 12th December
el 1939.
Kaldia ... |

J

There is no proposal to construct any bridge at Pagladia.
(6)—Yes.

118. (¢)—The tenders invited alternative proposals to those for steel

7 bl’ldges detailed in the notice.

(b)—Does not arise.
119.—The rates have been shown in the statements laid on  the table.

STATEMENTS REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO STARRED QUESTION
. No. 119 ASKED BY Srijur BELIRAM DAS

Amo
UNTS TENDERED FOR THE CONSTRUGTION OF BORGONG BRIDGE IN CENTRAL
AssaM DIvISION

Design with

i Steel Trestles
Sliféal Steel pile  and concrete Remarks
* Name of Contractor piers foundation

Scheme ‘A” Scheme ‘“B”

Rs.

1 Messrs, J. C. Gammon, 1,02,800 Reinforced _Con-
Limiteq, - crete Design.

Rs. Rs.

2 pNE

Chakrabarty - 1,19,278  1,11,738
and

Gompany_
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Serial
No.

3 Messrs.

10

11

b4

3

2

3

»

3

b b

3

QUESTIONS

Name of Contractor

B. K. Das and
Company.

Braithwaite and
Company.

Steel Construction
and Company.

Assam Engineer-
ing Syndicate.

Jessop and Com-
pany, Limited.

Burn and Com=-
pany, Limited.

Martin and Com-
pany.

K. Roy and Son,
Limited.

Bando and Com-
pany.

Design with

Steel pile
piers
Scheme A’

Rs.
1,21,076

1,34,033

1,41,075
1,34,337
(Alterna-
tive).
1,45,000
1,46,214
1,47,904
1,50,450

1,66,283

1,76,098

Steel Trestles
and concrete
foundation.
Scheme “B*’

Rs.
1,19,535

1599

Remarks

1,07,564 Without Concrete

1,17,612)

foundation.

1,11,951 TBoth without

(Alterna-

Concrete foun-

tive). J dation.

1,31,000
1,18,996
1,59,400

1,61,850

1,50,278

AMOUNTS TENDERED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES OVER NOONA, BURADIA,
Tiau AND KALDIA on NoRTH TRUNK RoAD (WEST) IN WESTERN Assam

Serial
No.

Name of Contractor

DivisioN

Total
tendered

amount for

1 Messrs. J. C. Gammon, Limited ...

2

22

K. Roy and Son, Limited ..

the four
bridges

Rs.
66,480

69,000 |

Remarks

lReinforced Con-

crete Design.
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Totzl

tendered
Serial - Name of Contractor amount for Remarks
- No. - the four
bridges
Rs.
3 Messrs. P. Chakrabarty and Com- 96,030
pany.
4 Mr. A. K. Dhar 97,715
5 ,, B. Lascar 97,881
6 ,, G.C.Bora 99,070
7 K.S.Md. Eda Khan ... ... 1,01,100

(==}

Messrs. Assam  Iron and Steel 1,02,182
Company.

Steel Design.

9 » Braithwaite and Company 1,03,414 7 e i

(India), Limited.

10 ,, Assam Engineering Syndicate 1,07,365

11 » Burn and Company, Limited 1,08,370

12 »  Jessop and  Company, 1,09,218
Limited.

13 ,, Kumardhubi Engineering 1,11,970
Works, Limited.

14 Munshi Jowad Hussain .. 1,16,372 ]

120. (a)—Yes.
(6)—As certain details of construction were changed, fender

Piles in some cases were added and the length of certain bridges slightly
Increased,
121.—Pro : i good. Sinking of piles at
gress on all 5 bridges is now £0O g oL pHes-e
Borgong ang manufacture of the sangle at each of the other 4 bridges is in
Progress.
]22.~Borgong bridge ...  31st March 1941,
Each of the other four bridge 1st June 1941.

In case of failure the contract provisions will be applied.
123. (a)NYes, worldwide.

(6)—The hon. m G Chief Engi

: . . member is invited to call on the 1€l Lngincer
at his office during office hours when the latter will gladly show him the
CNgineering papers from Europe and America on this subject,
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124.—Yes, if the hon. member does not include any officer of the
Public Works Department under this category.
125. (+)—No. :
(b)—Does not arise.
126. (2) & (b)—Government have no information.

(¢)—No.
Srijut BELIRAM DAS: With regard to reply to question 126(a),
will Government enquire whether thesaid firm was black-listed in the

Punjab ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The firm
is of such an' All-India reputation that Government do not think it
necessary to enquire.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: When there is an allegation, is there any
harm in enquiring ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I can
place for the information of the H9use, if you so desire, on the Library
Table, a publication with illustrations of large number of bridges that
have been constructed by this reputed firm all throughout India.
Government are satisfied that there is no necessity for any enquiry in this
respect.

Thle'Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied:
127.—Calls for tenders are given wide publicity and tenders from local
contractors have been received.

]

Amount of war subscription realised in Sunamganj
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

#128. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total amount of war subscription realised by the Sup-
divisional Officer, Sunamganj, uptill now ?

(b)) The names of the officers who are collecting the subscrip-
tion ? b

(¢) The amount collected by each of them ?

#1929. Is it a fact that the Sul?-Registrar of Sunamganj has been e
to receive documents for registration unless the parties paid some money tz
the War Fund ?

#130. Is it a fact that the a.forcsaid Sub-Registrar generally does not
give receipt for the war subscriptions so vealised ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : i

128. (a¢)—Rupees 8,379 upto 30th October 1940.

(b)—Almost all the officers have assisted the Subdjyig;
in collecting war subscriptions. 1sional Officer
(¢)—1It is impossible to give the amount collected 1, ,
without an elaborate investigatiog which would serve no purp};s:aCh offici
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Isit a fact that Sk R
Sukhair has paid Rs.2,000 to the Fund ? e o
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I require notice of that question. !

al
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Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Will Government  be Plllcas.cd.
to enquire about a case of forced realisation by a Sub-Deputy dcot CCtz?l
from Babu Mahim Chandra Pal of Sachna Bazar, who S Izaz,:
Rs.200 ?  When he refused to pay he was threatend that his income-ta:
would be enhanced. ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAﬁthﬁe;
Yes, Sir, Government is prepared to enquire if the hon. me
responsibility for the veracity of the statement.

pBal:)u yRABINDRA I\)IIATH ADITYA: Are Governme’xllt d?)w:;(:
that notices for cancellation of gun !iccnscs' are x_ssued to thosc‘3 ‘ V(‘n:o P
Pay war subscriptions and that the matter is again set right as so
subscriptions are paid ? A

The How’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULE
Government have received no such information or con I . LA

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL
replied :

129.—No. .

130.—No. The Sub-Registrar issues individual reccipts for each sum
b : oo e
NI ARDN KUMAR CHANDA: In view of the aucg*}“‘"“fm\ﬁi
that the employment of Government officers for the co_l.lcctlon (c;)oercive
subscriptions has led or is likely to lead to the -adOP“O’} Olli1 e
measures, will Government consider the desirability of recalling
officers from this duty ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADL
Sir, a circular has been issued to all Govcrnmcx.lt -oihccrs' not 0 dive ool
influence  whatsover for collecting  subscriptions. They recetve
voluntary subscriptions that are made over to them. ] te- IGAN

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Do Government dppreil_d (zion of
the employment of this agency is a very fruitful source of applica
coercive measures ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA.D- SAA]gtI}{(I)‘;Aof
Government is prepared to enquire and stop all such coercive m
realisation, if they are brought to the notice of Government. trust

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Cannot Government entr
this work to non-official agencies ? SAADULLA :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD - Fund cand
Yes, Sir, there are non-cfficials in  the District War Purposes ug b
the District War Committees. They also realise subscriptions and pay
the Treasurers.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Will Government stop theicr1
officers from collecting war subscriptions as this lead to torture an
coercion ?

The Howble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Government officers have undertaken such duty in the past in cases of -
calamities, such ag floods, famine relief, etc., and I see absolutely no reason
why voluntary subscriptions should not be collected by them for war also.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Are Government aware
that sometimes their Extra Assistant Commissioners do not go to office
and go to collec " subscription ?
Maulavyi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government have ng such infor mation. .
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are Government prepared to
issue a circular (o all branches of Government in the province commu-
nicating the views of the House with regard to this question so that they
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may not use any coercive measures in the matter of realising the sub-
scription for war ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, }he opinion of the House cannot be gathered from reply to this
question.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do not Govern.nent realise from the
trend of the discussion with regard to these questions that some departure has
been mede in this matter by their officers ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH :MMAD SAADULLA: If
that will satisfy the hon. members of this House, further instructions
will be issued by the Government in this matter.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Do Government apprehend that if
Government officers are not allowed to help in this matter there will
be a drop in the collection of subscription, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir. ;

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government
aware that there is a competition between the Subdivisional Officers on
the ground that the more they will be able to collect the subscription the
greater will there be the chances of lift for them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM AAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir, Government have not any such information. i

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOA: Will Government be pleased to
issue a circular to the effect that the Government officers should not engac
themselves in collection of war subscriptions at the sacrifice of their ordiﬁa?e
duties ? Y,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
The Government officers should first attend their duties. 2

Discretionary grants made by His Excellency and the Hon’ble
Minister's

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked:

*131. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a stateme t
showing the grants made out of their respective discretionary allotments ];1
th= Governor during the period January 1940 to the end of October and’ by
each Minister siace his accession to office to the end of October 1940 ? v

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

131.—Statement of grants are placed on the Library table.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Sir, we have not gotiton oyr
desk.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD
It is on the Library table Sir. ULLA
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It ought to have been
table of the House. Placed on the
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD §

I am sorry, Sir. But will it not do if it is placed on the Libl‘aryAté}la)lULLA:
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I remember, I ruled that g eh
ments should be laid on the table of the House. Very well, hon 5 Stﬁte_
may see that on the Library table and if they Wa’nt to' B:ftm d;];
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5 int out
g 2 t 1’ may also poln :
st I shall allow _let. )u’ : T Envellongss
e clljlé(;ztlt(l)ll;’t as the expenditure relates wthf;hasction o T
El(') thet'hon'rmcgr:}ant they will not be allowed to criticise
1scretionary
Excellency the Governor. is sufficiently interesting.iofi
DA : It is sufficiently
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHAN
5 i the
s it is. 1 shall allow it as
: Yes, it is.
Hon’ble the SPEAKER. ) y
Hougcjl;)eas 1got the right to see how this money was spen

. "Maulavi Badaruddin
(Starred question No. 132 standing in the name of Maulavi
Ahmed was not put by the questioner).

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

: i and the Tezpur
Lala-a tients in the Mangaldai an S
gt uszlalgadl;:i:i:)lns in 1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

172. Will Government be pleased to state :— _ ] alddiand
(@) The number of the Kala-azar paticnts‘ln(glzi(:g‘;\dzllg«%;-lm e
the Tezpur subdivisions in the years 19 >
1940-41 separately ? : W
(6) The number of centres for Kala-azar treatment in
subdivisions separately ? he Pablic
(¢) Whether it is a fact that _the headqu%rtﬁrs of th
Health Assistant Surgeon is at Tezpur ¢

RAVARTY
The Hon’ble Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAK
replied :

is furnished
172. (a)—The information available by calendar years is fu
below— | iy
Tezpur Subdivision Mangaldai Subdivision
5
1938 184 ggg
1939 172 689
1940 (up to August) 244
T ko
== Tezpur Subdivision Mangaldai Subdivisio

Public Health
saries,

Local Board
State dispensari

R 4 (with 2 out-centres)
N . 6 (with 1 out-centre)
€s. 7

Out-centreg

(¢)—Yes.
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Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Sir, in view of the greater
number of patients and centres as stated in the reply, will not the Assistant
Surgeon, Public Health Department require to visit Mangaldai frequently ?

The Hon’bie Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY:
Sir, Mangaldai being only 60 miles from the town of Tezpur it is very easy
for him to supervise the work from Tezpur.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Sir,is it not a fact that the
Government will be required to spend a Jarge sum of money by way of
travelling allowance and halting for his frequent coming

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
The nature of the duty of the Public Health Assistant Surgeon is to go out
on tour in inspecting the work of the Department and we cannot curtail the
travelling allowance.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Wil Government then
consider whether the headquarters of the Public Health Assistant Surgeon
should not be at Mangaldai town ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY:
Government had not sufficient materials before them to consider like that
Sir. However the suggestion will be considered. :

Toll on Cotton in the Garo Hills
Myx. BENJAMIN CH. MOMIN asked :

173. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Why the toll on cotton has been doubled in the Garo Hills
hais ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the Chairman of the Tura Fund or
the Deputy Commissioner of the Garo Hills has settled this
year all the Cotton selling /Aats for double the price of the

previous years ?

(¢) The prices for which each of the following cotton selling Aats
was settled in the previous year and this year—Dalu Ags
Tura hat, Garo-badha #hat, Raja Bala hat, Rom o
Chibenang hat, Tikirkila fat, Potamati hat, Bajengdobé
hai, Mendipatal hat and the Dairadubi Aat ?

174. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Zamindars in the Garo Hills district get any
share from /kat tolls in the Garo Hills distr_ict ?

(b) If so, whether it is for the improvement of roads and Zais in
the Garo Hills district ?

(¢) What amount each Zamindar gets as shares every year
hat tolls in the Garo Hills ? o

(d) Whether the Zamindars pay anything from their said sh:
to the maintenance of roads and hats in the Gar:) II-Iilsllsn~qres

(e) If so, what percentage of their shares they pay for the
purpose ?
(f) If not, whether Government propose to ask them to contribute
in future for the said purposes ? .
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

173. (a)—The tcll has been raised in order to increase the income of
the Garo Hills-District Fund to enable it to meet some liabilities which it

cannot meet from its ordinary income. At the time it was raised, the prices
of cotton and jute had both risen by more than 100 per cent.

(b)—No.

(¢)—The prices are given below :—

Name of Hat 1939-40 1940-41
Rs. Rs.

Dalu and Chandabhui 6,250 6,000
Garobadha 1 B 5,000 6,800
Bajengdoba 1,600 1,850
Phutamati 1,300 1,800
Mendipathar with Rongrong and Thapa 1,005 1,200
Rajabala ... 2,200 2,000
Bangalkhata with Chibenang ... 2,000 2,000
Dainadubi ... 500 425
Tura 4,150 5,350
Rom Agar ... 1,750 1,000
Tikrikilla ... 1,500 1,500

174. (a)—Yes. They get a share from the tolls realised in the hats
situated in the Zamindari areas.

' (5)—No.
(¢)—The figures for the last five years are given below :—

ot 1934-35 1935-36 1936-31 1937-38 1938-39
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Karaibari Zamindars 4,635 5,683 5,693 © 1,681 4,618
Annas 12.
Karaibari Zamindars *9,337 *7,000 *20,830 9,656 10,679
Annas 4.
Mechpara Zamindars .. 3,979 © 5,552 4,573 5,446 6,504

*Include refund of kat revenue for 1928-29 to 1936-37,
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(d)—Yes.

(e)—This depends on the actual cost. The expenditure on Aats is
deducted from the Zamindars’ share in full. As regards roads, the
Zamindars pay a certain percentage of the actual cost for the maintenance
and improvement of the roads leading to the hats. ;

(f)—Does not arise.

Temporary vacancies in Deputy Commissioner’s office and
Forest Department at Tura

Mr. BENJAMIN CH. MOMIN asked :

175. Will Government be pleased to state why Garo candidates are not
taken now-a-days to fill up temporary vacancies in the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office and in the Forest Department at Tura ?

176. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) If one Mr. Habitson K. Marak worked in the Tura Forest
Office as a temporary clerk for three times at different -
intervals ?

(b) Ifso, why the said Mr. Habitson Marak was not taken again
when he applied for the post recently fallen vacant ?

(¢) Whether the said Mr. Habitson Marak’s appointment was
approved by the Conservator of Forests in former times ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied:

175.—Government are unable to accept this general suggestion as being
correct. A Garo was for instance given a temporary vacancy in 1939.
There was only one temporary vacancy in the Deputy Commissioner’s office
in 1940. Government have however recently issued Instructions to the
Deputy Commissioner to engage Garos whenever possible.

176. (a)—No. He held a temporary vacancy on one occasion only.

(b)—He was actually unqualified, being a non-Matriculate, and

had only been appointed on the former occasion in the absence of a
better candidate.

(c)—Yes, for the reason given in answer to (b).

Improvement of bridges on the Churkhai-Dighirpar Road upto
Bhanga

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

177. (a) Are Government aware that the Churkhai-Dighirpar Road up
to Bhanga in the Karimganj Subdivision serves a good number of localities
which have no other means of communication ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to improve the bridges to make
them fit for Motor traffic ?

178. Do Government propose to allot any money in the budget spe-
cially for improving village communication ? : -
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The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied : -

177. (a)—Government are prepared to accept the hon. member’s state-
ment. '

(6)—This is a Local Board road and its improvement in the
manner suggested rests with the Local Board.

178.—The question of providing an additional sum of Rs.50,000 in the

next year’s budget for improvement of communications in rural areas is
under consideration.

Industrial and Technical Education at Ghagmari
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

179. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) Why no arrangement has been made at Ghagmari for impart-
ing Industrial and Technical Educations ?

(6) Do Government propose to take this qucstiqn into consid§ra-
tion and make arrangements for Industrial and Technical
Educations at Ghagmari ? .

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

. 179 (a) & (b)—At the suggestion of the hon. member one Weav-
ing Demonstrator has been appointed for Ghagmari area and a sum of Rs.75
has been sanctioned for the Ghagmari Weaving School for the purchase of

looms and accessories, If any other suggestion is made, Government will
consider the same in due course,

M?" ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, the answer is that ‘At the
suggestion of the hon. member one Weaving Demonstrator has been appoin-
ted for Ghagmari area’. Are we to understand that the suggestion of all the
hon. member will be treated with the same tenderness ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Whenever possible we are
always willing to help.

Collections for the War Fund

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :

180. Are Gov

ernment aware that the Police who have undertaken the
work of collecting

fi B - s o et R ;
public by threats Ofulils(isoftgg‘otrléz ;N'ar Fund are collecting the same from the
the ri?;s. OAsz}gio‘{err_lment aware that the Governmen_t officers have fixed
i Tptions to the War Fund from the raiyats and are collect-
e ﬁl}(z)mX according to the, rates they have so fixed ?
Holdars (.Df gflilcl}ic():\éfgé?tent aware thz}t t'he District Officers are compelling the
Jicence fees ? O pay Subscuptlo_ns to the War Fund equal to the
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : :

180, 181 & 182.—Government have no information of such actions as
is suggested in these questions, but they will readily investigate and deal
with any specific case of undue influence which may be brought to their
notice.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: May I know whether the war sub-
scription is compulsory or voluntary ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think this question was sufficiently
discussed.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May I ask only one question,
Sir ? Will Government enquire if it is a fact that during the sale of
mahals at Karimganj, war subicription was taken from every individual who
succeeded in getting the mahals in auction sale ?

The Hon’bie Maulavi Saigid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, there is no necessity of any action, butin view of the trend of the dis-
cussion, I am prepared to enquire .

Instructions to Enumerators re classification of Mymensing settlers

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked:

183. {a) Is it a fact that the Census Superintendent has issued instruc-
tions to the Enumerators to return Mymensing settlers, who have settled
here long ago and have learnt the Assamese language, as Bengalees ?

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state if these instructions
are based upon any orders of Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : .

183. (a)—No: the instructions are intended to bring out the mother-
tongue which is spoken by the person concerned and according to his own
statement. They have been amended to make it clear that if the original
language spoken by the individual in the home has been discarded, the home
language spoken at the time of the census, as stated by him, ‘should be
recorded.

(b)—Does not arise.

Post of Public Prosecutor at Karimganj

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

184. With reference to the starred questions Nos. 284 and 285 put by
me on the 21st March, 1940 and the replies of the Government thereto, will
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state the decision, Government
have since arrived at in the matter of continuing the post of the Public
Prosecutor at Karimganj ?

The Hom’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied :

184.—Government have decided to abolish the post of Public Prosecutor
at Karimganj. '
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. ; T know from the Hon’ble {n-

ister xigliﬁeg?}g%%\gﬁ1?nﬁ?§ éoiﬁgazolal)olisll the post ? Are Govern-

ment going .to ’take imrnedsiatl?(:i i)t%)lsa:xla vi MUDABBIR _HUSSAH:f (.EgAfz;

DHI'JTIIIIF:H(()}Z:)\I;;fnment haz\l/e alreac_ly taken stcpsi: a]%ut lcilec;lsli(i)vrvl e

that certain informations were required before in

arrived at, there had been some delay in the matter.

P C ish School
Increase of grant to Harakrishna Middle Englis

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

185. Will Government be pleased to state—

k . o £
o f for increasing the grant o
: ived a representation 1or in .3
e e Eagioh e e s oil
(6) If so, do Government propose to take any

RI replied:
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHU P

: % the school
185.(a)—No representation has been received from
authorities.

(b)—Does not arise.

t
Bxbu RABINDRA. NATH ADITYA: Do Government propose 1o
allot any money for the Middle English School from
Ruadgcts HURI: Middle
The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mi o
English schools come under the head ‘Secondarz to secondary schools in
Rs. 25,000 was provided for distribution of grants

ion for an increased
the year 1940-471. We have not received any representation
grant to this school.

t aware
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Are i?:fi,“é?ﬁ“afre V“C?—y small
that those schools are really starving and the;r gra
and  they require an addition to the grant ?

HURL: With
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUD

deserving Middle
the funds which are at our disposal, we try to help every des
English school

f g S NASINDHUROD: Hove,  Goremocent Aot
various representations from the different Middle Englis
ing their grants ?

HURI: Even
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUD
in the cu

. e Middle English
rent year, we are distributing grants t%etsl'?c—f? the school in mind
Schools also and T do not know the exact position W e TE - thereaiis
of my hon, friend has any need of an increased gI‘all’l ‘I DSy g
demand for g increase in any particular school, o ed mranaa
‘the Inspector of Schools would have recommended an in ST
Government Would have received a direct representation.

two things hag

I I an'ed SO fa.r the SChOO men tlolled b IVII £ &dlt a
ned.

§ t
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Are Government aware tha

3 ch it is
the average grant for 4 Middle English School is Rs. 15, and as su
very inadequate for the purpose ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHIN1 KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I
agree with the hon. member that the grant which we are giving is not
quite adequate to meet the demands in some schools, but we are trying to
do our best with the money at our disposal.

Ferry and the winter bridge over Sodakhal.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

186. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement of
expenditure for the last three years for maintaining the ferry and the
winter bridge over Sodakhal on the Sylhet-Karimganj Trunk Road ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

186.— . Rs.
1937-38 .. 4,463
1938-39 =0 .. 3,308
1939-40 o 3,478

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government
minimise the expenditure by bridging the Sodakhai ?

The Hou’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: There is no
such proposal before Government.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADI_TYA: 'D(.) Government feel that it is
very necessary in view of the ferry which is within three-fourths of a mile of
it ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Apart
from the fact that money is not available at present, there is no recommen-
dation from the Communications Board. I think, the hon. member is aware

that the question of bridging Sodakhal is faced with the question of exten-
sive damage to crops on the other side and the matter will have to be very

carefully enquired into.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government aware that
the motor engine at Sodakhal does not work after dusk and it takes more
than one hour to cross the Khal ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Iam not
aware of that, but in-view of thefact tbat t}}e hon. member has raised the
question we shall have the matter enquired into.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government try

utilise their motor engine for night service in the Sodakhal ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: That can
be considered, but there are difficulties in arranging night plying on this
ferry.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: If it is possible to work it

propose
to

to

- during the day why is it not possible to do so at mnight ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Because
the approach to the river by the mar boat is so difficult and it is so
difficult to run this ferry at night that there is a danger to life.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : How does the mar boat affect
that ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Before
we can cross the river we have to contend with a very strong current.

Posting of an Agricultural Demonstrator at Mutukpur
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

187. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the people of Mutukpur (Maulvibazar) asked for post-
ing an Agricultural Demonstrator there ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to post a De monstrator there ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

187.(a)—Goverr1qment have no information.
(b)—The question does not arise.

Agriculture Minister’s tour to Sunamganj on 15tk September
1940

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

188. Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculturc went to
§unamganj on the 15th September 1940, to organise the election campaign
In connection with the last Municipal election ?

189. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The actual travelling expenses incurred in his journey from
Shillong to Sunamganj and back on the said occasion ?

(b) Whether the aforesaid expenses were borne by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
188.—No.

A Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Did the Hon'ble Minister for
th‘lC}ﬂture ask some subordinate officers to see him at his bungalow on
the night of the 15th September ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It might be so.
! 1Bahu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Might I know the
cal purpose of the Agriculture Minister to call these people at night ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mass  Literacy
Campaign.



1940] QUESTIONS 1613

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

189.(a)—Rupees 30-2 only.
(b)—Yes.

Passed students of the Sylhet and Jorhat »Agricuﬁural Training
classes in 1938 and 1939

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

190. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show-
ing the names and number of students who passed from the Sylhet and
Jorhat Agvicultural Training Classes in the years 1938 and 1939 ?

191. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) How mary of the aforesaid passed students have been provided
for, as Demonstrators and Rural Development Organisers
and how many of them have not been so provided ?

(b)) How many of the newly appointed Rural Development
Organisers are passed students from the Sylhet and Jorhat
Training Classes and how many of them are not such
students ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALJ replied :

190.—Students passed from Sylhet training class—
1938

Ten passed

. Banka Behari Deb.

. Digendra Ranjan Sen Gupta.
Monmohan Chakravarty.

. Abdui Mannan Chaudhury.

Abdul Samad.

. Mayenul Islam.

. Massadar Ali.

. Jogananda Dutt Chaudhury.

. Falgooni Singh.

. Abdul Mukit.

B G —

SO 0 U

-

1939

Nine passed

. Kamada Dutt Chaudhury.

. Abdus Sattar Chaudhury.

. Rabindra Narayan Chakravarty.
. Sasanka Bikash Sen Gupta.

. Abdul Waheed.

. Hemendra Chandra Malakar.

. Madaris Ali. :

. Sajjaduddin Chaudhury.

. Abdul Awal Chaudhury.

WU W
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Students passed from Jorhat Training Class~
1938
Twelve passed

1. Tonkeswar Deori. .
2. Satyendra Bhusan Adhikari.
3. Debiprosad Neog.

4. Ratneswar Rajguru.

. Abdul Majid.

. Lalit Chandra Buragohain.
. Mohendra Borpatra Gohain.
. Binoy Kumar Mazumdar.

. Rabi Chandra Das.

10. Rojesh Morak.

11. Faizut Hussain.

12.Mohiram Bora.

N=Ne=clN e W) |

1939
Fourteen passed

. Emtionen Jamir.

. Satish Chandra Gogoi.

. Md. Yusuf Ali.

. Poresh Chandra Goswami.
. Chanoram Kachari.

. Sailendra Nath Brahma.

. Mohendra Nath Narzari.

. Bapuram Baruah.

. Manik Chandra Bora.

10. Lalit Ram Saikia.

11. Ghanakanta Saikia.

12. Muhibuddin Ahmed.

13. Md. Wazid Ali.

14.S. M. Piar Ali Chaudhuri.

191. (a)—12 employed as agricultural demonstrators and 3 as Rural
Development Organisers. Number un-provided is 30. .

(b)—Out of 34 posts of Rural Development Organisers three
have been filled up by passed students of Training Classes.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Out of 34 posts only 3 passed
students from the Training Classes were appointed. May T know the
reason why so few passed students were appointed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Because the others were
not thought competent for the post.

My, g BAIDpYANATH e Fiv[OOKERJEE’ Were they not passed
students ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, they were passed
students, but they were not fit for the purpose.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : If passed students are not
competent, may I know what is the criterion of competency ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:, The man who comes
out successful at the test is the criterion.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Who conducted the test ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Head of the
Department. ' ' ’

N=H=—IEN - W33 W JTE U R
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Next Local Board Election

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

192. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the next Local Board election is due in the month of
February, 1941 ?
(b) If so, whether there will be any election in February ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied: *

192. (e¢)—The next Local Board election is due before the 10th March
1941.

(6) & (¢)—The hon. member’s attention is invited to the Bill
bearing on this subject published on 14th November 1940.

Aid to the Kaithalkuchi Middle English School

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

193. Is the Hon’ble Education Minister aware—

(a) That the Kaithalkuchi Middle English School in the Gauhati
subdivision is an old school showing uniformly good results
in the examinations ?

(6) That this school has not been given any Government grant
though repeated requests were made by the authorities of
the school for the same ?

(¢) That the school‘ is in great need of extraneous aid to put it in
a firm financial basis ?

194. Do Government propose to help the institution with an adequate
grant ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

193. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : May I know, Sir, why the
repeated request of the school has been neglected so long ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI K_UMAR CHAUDHUR] I do not
know why my predecessor neglected this school, but so far as I am con-

cerned, 1 am now considering whether I can give it a grant or not.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURj} ceplicd)
194.—The matter is under consideration.
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Travelling expenses of Local Board employees detailed for Census
duty

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

195. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Local Self~-Government
be pleased to state— e .
(a; Whether Government have directed the Local Bcfal{d'b of AS&}a‘I[n
to bear the travelling expenses of their subordinates while
. . - 1 3 Ly ':’
going out of station on Census dut ‘ . ) :
(b) Whether the Local Boards were rcqu}rcd to bear ‘tht‘: uawf:‘lhtrlig
expenses of their subordinates during the operation of the
last Census, viz., of 1931 ? . . .
(¢) If not, what is the reason for lpmposmg this burdem Syl
Local Boards on this occasion ? o
196. Are Government aware that most of the Boards are reluctant to
bear this burden ? - i
197. Do Government propose to exempt the Boar‘(tli' Cf}l'omrntllrl[l(Tthg:if]I::
and allow the expenses to be borne either by the Central Gove
Provincial Government ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied :

195. (a)—A request was made to the Local Boards to bear the ex-

penses.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.
196 and 197.—The reply is in the negative.

Course of a channel of the Pagladia river

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

198. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Works Department
aware :—

(¢) That the course of a channel of the Pagladia rng«}elr k};lasl been
silted up at Gobradol village (near the Sabhakhola) in
Namarbhag mauza in the Gauhati subdivision a;nd the
channel has been running wildly without any co;;rse 1

(6) That another small Jan (channel) called Jari-jan ana S}? been
silted up near Jari village in the said mauza and that its
waters also are running wildly ? ) 1

(6) That these two channels, being thus silted up, run wildly
during the rainy season with the result that a large number
of villages such’ as Gobradol, Jari, Bakua-Jari, Sathikuchi,
Jowardi, Kaithalkuchi Gamarimuri, Nadala, etc., in Nam-
barbhag and Dharmapur mauzas get submerged ?

() That the water carried by these two channels which get no

clear and definite beds to run on, gets stagnant and keeps

the villages of Sathikuchi, Jari, Gobradol, Bakuajari, etc.,
under water even in the dry season ?
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(¢) That these two channels are causing immense miseries to the
inhabitants of the said villages by damaging their crops and
submerging their houses, etc. ?

(f) That these channels are causing no less mischief to the Govern-
ment and that owing to the mischiefs done, the Government
had to reduce the rate of revenue of a very big tract of land
entailing a loss of Government revenue to the extent of
about Rs.1,500 per annum ? ;

‘g) That the aggrieved people of the said villages through the
Secretary of their confercnce called ‘“Dharmapur-Nambar-
bhag Mauza Cultivators Conference” have been making
representations to the Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup and
the Government for giving them relief by () diverting the
course of the Pagladia channel by erecting a bundhk and
(ii) by digging a drain for the Jari-Jan to run in an orderly
manner ? g

(k) That the villagers have undertaken to render all possible help
by contribution of money and also by manual labour ?

199. Will Government be pleased to state how many representations
from the villagers of the said villages sent through their said Conference have
been received by Government and what action have been taken by Govern-
ment to give relief to these people ?

200. Do Government propose to redress the grievances of these people ?

201. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they have received copies of the resolutio
by the above named Conference in their meeting
September 1940, sent to the
Kamrup ?

(b) If so, have Government considered the suggestions made
therein and what steps do Government pPropose to take in
furtherance of the proposals ?

ns passed
held on 8th
Deputy Commissicner,

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied 3
- 198. (a) to (h)—Government have no information, but have called for
‘a report. :
199.—None.

200 & 201. (b)—Do not arise. Government, however, understand that
at the request of Deputy Commisgioner, Kamrup, the Embankment apg
Drainage Department of the Public Works Department propose to make a
preliminary enquiry this cold weather.

201. (a)—No.

Veterinary Dispensary at Shukchar
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

202.(a) Are Government aware that there is only one Veterinary Dis
pensary at Shukchar which has to serve an area of more than 1,100 gquart;
miles ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether they a
that cattle diseases in epidemic form break out and cattle Ymggtaﬁg’ari:
frequent in the Goalpara district during the ralny season ?
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(¢) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of - cattle
mortality in the Mankachar Thana and the South Salmara Thana during
last winter ?

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Agriculture be plfiased
to state whether he promised to sanction a Veterinary Dispensary at
Ghagmari in the Goalpara district ? ) o i

(¢) If so, what action has been taken to implement the promise ¢

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied:

202.(a)—Yes. This dispensafy is for the South Bank of the Dhubri

subdivision. : . ; -

(b)—Like all other plains districts epidemic breaks out in Goalpara
district from time to time. b !

(¢)—Figures are not to hand. An attempt will Il)e }’nade tgm(l:)oclgcct
the figures and when obtained will be commu_mcated to-t he d]OI}] 3 r?o e

(4) & ()—Hon’ble Minister (Veterinary) cxpressed the hope that
he would be able to post a Veterinary Field Assistant at . agiale 11 p ‘
Village Centre and this will be done early next April on_.t € (COTpIClOig
training of Veterinary Field Assistants deputed to Gauhati for feanmed

Appointments made in Deputy Comnissioner’s oi.ﬁcg,thllul:ri and
Subdivisional Officexr’s office, Goalpara, during the las
‘five years

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

203. Will Government he leased to state— i

(@) The total number I(:f appointments made ‘dprmg th}f ]Ia"?t five
years in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Dhu ori and
other district offices at Dhubri and also the Subdivisional
Officer’s office at Goalpara ?

() Whether there is any ordelr) of Government to the_ ofﬁcer§ to th_e
effect that no immigrants should be appointed in their
offices ?

() If not, why no immigrants were appointed ?

(d) Do Government propose to take action so that immigrants may

get appointments in those offices in future, according to
their population in the district ?

repr]} e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
1eq :

203.(a)—Enquir
gamated staff of ¢}
offices are so far

period.

ies have been made, but only the figures for the ama}-
¢ Deputy Commissioner’s and Subdivisional Officer’s
available.  Eleven appointments were made in that

(b)—No.

i (¢)—Up till 1939
In a recent vacancy, but
cants, ‘

N0 immigrant applied. One immigrant applied
was not found sujtable after a test of the appli-



e —— ) Tha—

1940] QUESTIONS 1619

(d) —Immigrants cannot claim representation in  service. on a
population basis till they have attained the status of a domiciled person as
laid down in the Executive Manual. ]

No figures of immigrants with domiciled status are available to set apart
their percentage, but appointments have been made to various offices in the
district from the immigrants population. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I know to which
category they belong at present ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I do not know what the hon. member means by category.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: If they have not domiciled
certificates under what category do they fall after being in this province
for so many years ? Do they belong to this province at all or not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
They belong to this province, but if they claim representation in the
services on a population basis, we have to see whether they have gota
certificate of domicile, as required by the Executive Manual.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: In that case will all of them
have to apply for domicile certificates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Those who apply fOr posts must either be natives of the province or
must take out certificates of domicile.

Issue of Notices by Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara, in Assamese
Language

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

204.(a) Are Government aware that the “Notices” which are served on
the public from the Deputy Commissioner’s office and other offices of the
Goalpara district, are written in Assamese language ?

(b) Are Government aware that majority of the population of the
district are Bengalees and they find ‘it difficult to get to the contents of the
<«“Notices’ ? \

() Do Government propose to issue instruction to the District
Officers to get the ““Notices” writien in Bengali language as was used to be

done previously ?

The 'Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

204.(a)—The facts are not as implied in that question. Notices are
issued in Bengali from the Deputy Commissioner’s office and in Ao
from ‘that of the Subdivisional ‘Officer, Goalpara.
(b)—No. In point of fact the population of the district is virtually
bi-lingual.
(¢)—Government see no reason to change the existing practice as
matters stand, : i
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Number of appoiniments madc in the Bijni and Mechpara Court of
Wards Estates during the last five years

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

205. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of appointments made in the Bijni and
the Mechpara Court of Wards Estates during the last five
years showing separately the number of officers recruited
from among the following ?

(/) Hindu (Caste and Depressed to be shown se. arately) ?

() Muslim (Immigrant and native Mussalman to be shown

separately) ?

(iti) Of these, how many belong to the district of Goalpara and

how many are from outside the district ?

206. (a) Are Government aware that a memorial has been submitted by
the tenants of the said Estates to the effect that in future when making
appointments in the Estates, the claims of the candidates {rom among the
tenants should be given preference ?

(b) If so, whether Government have taken any action on the
memorial ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

205. (a), (i)—(#ii)—A statement showing the particulars asked for is
given below :—

HINDU MUSLIM
Caste Depressed Immigrant Native
‘Muslim

Of districts other than Goalpara
Of districts other than Goalpara

Of districts other than Goalpara
Of districts other than Goalpara

g 2 g 2
& o a 3
, =} =} =9
E E g g
S o 3 )
S
5 5 S 8
In the Bijni Raj Wards® Estate .15 + 3=18 4 + X=4 1 4+ X=1 4 4+ X=4¢
Total Hindu (caste and Total Muslim (Immi-
depressed) =22, grant and Native)=35,

In the Mechpara Wards’ Estate . 54+ 1=6 1 4+ X=1 7 4+ X=7 4 4+ 1=5

Total Hindu (caste and Total Muslim (Immi-
depressed) =17. grant and Native)=12,

.
D L s 2
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206. (a) & (b)—No such memorial has been received by Government
but certair representations from various communities for giving them pre-
fererice in connection with the filling up of the posts of the Assistant Mana-
ger and of the Forest Sub-Manager of Mechpara Wards® Estate were -received
and due consideration is being given to them. Claims of candidates from
amongst the tenants are always given preference.

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: Inview of the fact that a Muslim
has been appointed as Manager and a Hindu is going to be appointed
to the post of Assistant Manager, will Government be pleased to give the
post of Sub-Manager to a person belonging to the Tribal group ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Government cannot make a promise like that. It has already been
decided to give the post of Sub-Manager to a Muslim and the post has
already been advertised accordingly. That cannot be changed now.

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS:
Tribal people has been overlooked ?

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
It has not been overlooked, Sir.

May I know why the claim of the

Jute growing restriction scheme

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

207. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they are aware of the hardships caused to the culti-
" vators owing to the fall in the price of jute ?

(b) Whether they are aware of the measures adopted in B

: C engal,
to remove the hardships of the jute growers there ?

(¢) Whether they propose to adopt any jute growing restriction
scheme in this province ?

(d) If so, what ?
The Hon’ble' Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

207. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

; (¢)—The question is under serious consideration of Government.
(d)—Does not arise.

Special timings for the Shillong-Gauhati Road
Mr. W. R. FAULL asked :

208. (a) Are Government aware of t.he fact that g Shillonq resident
can, by using the early morning down timing and the late 6\:"(21le)0' up
timing, conduct business in Kamrup and Nowgong districts and return to
Shillong the same day ?

e
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(b) Are Government aware that because there are no correspond-
ing facilities in the reverse direction it is impossible for any resident of
Nowgong or Kamrup to do business in Shillong and return the same day ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whc.ther' G_overnment
have ever considered a proposal to operate their special timings in the
reverse direction on alternate days ?

(d) Do Government propose to mect the difficulty stated in
question. 208(b) above by substituting a down special timing at night for
the special up timing ?

209. Will Government be pleased to state why the proposal to have
special timings operating both up and down was rejected by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

208. (a) & (b)—Yes. )
(c)—Government are considering the whole question, bl_lt it is
obvious that if the timings were not identical every day travellers might be
put to considerable inconvenience.

(d)—As stated, the various possibilities for extending the conve-

_ niences of the service are being examined, but Government have been

advised that the evening up special timing is also popular, and better ways
of overcoming the difficulty must first be investi sated.

Mr. W. R. FAULL: Will Government be pleased to state the
number of cars which used the special up timing during the six months since
the date of its introduciion ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
L want notice of that question, Sir. The figure 15 not handy now,

Mr. W. R. FAULL: Since the Hon’ble Minister-in_-chargc has stated
that the evening up special timing is very popular, I think my question
stands.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
My hon. friend wanted to know the number of cars that have utilised
this special timing. If he had asked that question originally, I would
have collected the figures.

Mr. W. R.FAULL: Will the Hon’ble Premier accept from me that
the number of cars which used this special timing 1s very small in

comparison with the demand for alternative facilities from two large
districts ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I have answered against question No. 209 that there is an alternative

proposal for downward traffic which is under the consideration of Govern-
ment.

replied :

209.—The proposal has nog yet been finally rejected, but it has been

brought to the attention of Government that this idea would involve
danger to the public.
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Mr. W. R. FAULL: In the answer to this question the Hon’ble
Prime Minister says that this would involve danger to the public. Does
3 : : ; »
the Hon’ble Premier consider that the danger involved when two cars
pass is greater than the danger when one private car has to pass innumera-
ble carts, mostly without lights, and almost all with sleeping drivers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This question is full of -hypothesis.

Mr. W. R. FAULL: Do Government hope to be in a position to
make a final decision in the near future?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir, within this calendar year. :

Némes of Venture Lower Primary Schools proposed to be taken
up with current allotment in the Budget

Srijut STIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

210. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
state whether the Venture Lower Primary Schools proposed  to be taken
up with the current allotment in the Budget have been taken up ?

211. If the answer to the above question is in the affirmative, will the
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the schools taken up,

subdivision by subdivision, in Assam ?
212. If the answer to question No.210is in the negative, will the

Hon’ble Minister-in charge be pleased to state the reason for this delay ?
213. Is it a fact that the names of the said schools to be taken un have

been received by Government from each subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
210.—The schools to be taken over have not yet been decided upon .

: Sfijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister give
the reason for this unusual delay in taking over the schools ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI AUMAR CHAUDHURI: The reason
for not issuing the grants earlier than now has been given in reply to
question No. 212. There has been no unusual delay at all.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : The reply given is that the schools
to be taken over have not yet been decided upon. But what is the reason

for this extraordinary delay ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Wil the
hon. member be pleased to read the reply given to question No, 212 ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, we do not understand the
implication of this reply, viz., that the supplementary grant is under consi-
deration. Does that prevent Government from deciding the schools to be

taken up ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sometimes
various circumstances occur during the time that elapses between the deci-
sion of the local committee and the time Government gets the necessary
papers for the decision.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: When were the recommendations
of the local committees received by the Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want -
notice of that question.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit a fact that the selection of ven-
ture schools was in the hands of the local bodies previously ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: If so, the rights of the local bodies

Will Government consider the desirability of restoring
2

!

have been curtailed.
the power of szlection of schools to the local bodies
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is a

decision of the previous Government and we must have more materials in
order to be 1n a position to go against the decision of that Government.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do not Government admit the
fact that this is an extra burden upon the Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment is prepared to discharge the responsibilities in the matter.

The Hon’ble Srijut RGEINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

211.—Does not arise.
212.—Because the question of a supplementary grant is under consi-

deration.
213.—Yes.

Contribution of a sum of rupees one lakh towards the War

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

214. (a) Is it a fact that the Government of Assam have contributed a
sum of one lakh of rupees towards the War, and propose to augment the

said contribution by orne or two more lakhs ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state how they propose to

meet the expenditure and under what authority they have done so without
a vote of the Legislature ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
214. (a)—A sum of one lakh was contributed but there is no proposal

to augment that contribution.
(h)—The amount will be met from the revenues of the province.
In view of the urgency of the matter Government decided to anticipate the

vote of the Legislature, which is being obtained at the present session.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, now that you have ruled the
demand for grant out of order, what do Government Propose to do

next ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does this question arise from the
answer ? It is too premature for Government (o say anything about it
now.
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Damage done to sali crop in North Lakhimpur subdivision

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

215.(a) Are Government aware that the sali cultivation in the North
Lakhimpur subdivision was greatly hampered by the drought in last July,
August and September and that the crop is seriously affected by 1t in the
sandy parts of the subdivision ?

(b) If so, what steps Government have taken from the Agriculture
and Revenue Departments to give relief to the cultivators ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied : g

215.(a)—Yes. Drought prevailed from middle of June to middle o‘f July
and again from middle of September to the 3rd week of October. §ubse}
quently the weather conditions improved and as a result the cond1t10n' o
the crop in the low-lying areas is now good and that in high land fair,
with estimated average outturn of 63 per cent.
(b)—In view of the change in the situation as noted above no
action on the part of Government by way of relief is necessary.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Will Government enlighten us as
to what prospect this sali crop is likely to have if there had been _no rain
up to the 3rd week of October and from whom they have got this expert

opinion that  in these circumstances 63 per'cent. of the crop may be
expected ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
The reply is based on the report of the Agriculture Department.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Was any enquiry made in the Sub-
division by the Agriculture Department ?

The Hon’ble Khar Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Enquiries must have been made before the report was sent.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know when the enquiry was
made ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir,
I require notice of that question.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did not Government receive
any such report of drought in the district of Nowgong ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
That is a separate question, Sir.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: My question is whether
- Government have received any such information.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
No, Sir. : { . ‘

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did not the district authorities

report to Government that - there was such a drought in the district of
Nowgong ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Government have no such information.
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Forthcoming Local Board Electiorni

| Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

216. Will Government be pleased to state if the next Local Board elec=
tion will take place in due course or there will be any extension of the pre-
sent term ?

<

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maualavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied:

216.—The hon. member’s attention is invited to the Bill bearing on this

g subject published on 14th November 1940.

3

3 Newly affiliated Arts Colleges of the province up to the LA.
Ly ( standard ;

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

217. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of the Arts Colleges of the province which have been
newly affiliated to the Calcutta University in the current year
to the I.A. standard ?

(b) Whether any grants-in-aid have been sanctioned by the Govern-
ment to any of these colleges ?

(¢) If so, to which, to what extent and with effect from what date ?

| (d) If not, do Government propose to sanction reasonable | grants.-
v in-aid to them immediately ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
R 217.(a)—The information is furnished below—
Madhab Choudhury College, Barpeta,
R. K. Handique Girls’ College, Gauhati, and
Madan Mohan College, Sylhet.
(b) & (¢)—A maintenance grant of Rs.200 a month and a grant of
3 Rs.100 a month for renting a  house have been sanctioned to the R. K
Handique Girls’ College with effect from the 1st March 1940. ’
o (d)—The question of giving grants to the. Madan Mohan College

‘I in Sylhet and to the Madhab Choudhury College, Barpeta, is under consi-
¥ deration of Government. :

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Have Government given any grant to the
Sylhet Girls’‘College ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yegq
Sir. ¢ : L 5
Srijut BELIRAM DAS: May we know the amount and the mong -
when the grant was made ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : T,
* tion does not arise here, Sir. But as far as I remember, we haye ;]}ms—
- Rs. 200 per month. given
Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Has that college been affiliated to theie
cutta University ? e Cal-
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This question does not arj =
. the answer. Of course, if the Hon’ble Minister is willing to ::fi:fyhtcﬁ: {igllln

member, he can answer the question. N

L e N e
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The ] = |
this questgﬁndlgle Srij“t ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes Sir, 1
Srij -+ o> Not arise here. 'y ;
main ql‘lllzsttBEL RAM DASI:e CSir, there is reference of affiliation in the -
been aﬂ:lliatleocril o }0’ I want to know whether the Sylhet Girls’ College has |
: E O the Calcutta University ? ' }
deputatior, 0’; ]le Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUI:.LAC ¢ f; |
my hon. frj >¢half of the Sylhet Girls’ college waited on me as W %
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tionists of we}?d the Education Minister and we were assured by the dCI?Utjj
applied to t} Om‘ Ar. Baidyanath Mookerjee was one that they have a}lf:a 3
Mr. Mook £ Cal.CUtta University for affiliation. I think, my hqn. rlllen
obtained a?}qr‘{?e Will be able to tell the hon. questioner whether ll‘{‘EY ave
Srijut Gl;lluon Or has any reasonable expectation of obtaining 1t.

e t the grant
was given befOréleSHYAM DAS: Are we to understand tha g

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes
because it is irls’ college. s
explai o5, Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May é I
inpas rrIll lt,hSlr ® The girl students of Sylhet suffer very great 1{1conyemc3cr
to attenlilc thas they have to cover a distance of nearly three miles 1n é)r Er
month. § © Murarichand College and the bus fee is about BS- Pth
T the i oo git] has got to spend nearly Rs. 16 or Rs. 17 per mon
thoug(}alltr if%}uc?tlon and the Government being apprised of the Sltt_uatloc:;

Ay o hstituti i ticipation
grant of afH]ial{i?)kI)ll? to make a grant to this institution in anticlp

o I M e S Bl P ST 55

Newspaper article on Census Operation in Assam <

Srijut MAHJ CHANDRA BORA asked:

218, (a) Has the : " d to the letter of
- : § attention of Government been ' drawn > \
FIL Ambﬂ.{agiﬁ Rai Choudhury in the matter of Census Opcrations IE
Assam, published in the bi-weekly edition of the ‘““Assamiya” ,C_‘ated the Jobs
October 1940 under the heading " “ gtz 78T stw wival sizicd afom fF 7 2

(OYIIE soy will Goverrinent be pleased to state whether steps haye
been taken by them to ascertain the truth of the instructions left with the i
Census Supervisors and Enumerators by the Census Superintendent of Assam ;
as alleged in the said publication ? |
: 219. Are Government aware of the public resentment e thg &
instrucptions of the said Census Superintendent as published in the alorelay 1
etter :
220. Will Government be pleased to state if any steps have been taken
to allay the public feeling in the matter ? - '
2L Wil (overniaont De pleased to lay on the table all copies of rules i
and instructions issued from time to time for the guidance of the Census

®, ~ - S i i i h
Supermt_ende‘nt: Supervisors and Enumerators of Assam in connection wit
the coming Census Operations ?

Sk R

lied 5 ’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA “‘1
replied : y :

218. (@)—Government have seen the publication, and have also heard
from the writer himself.

/ﬂ‘f‘.‘-’_":.vr S
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(b)—The matter has been considered. The facts were not
correctly represented in the published letter.

219 —Government have received no other representations, but Hor’ble
Prime Minister received a deputation at Gauhati recently on the subject.

220.—Yes. The actual instructions issued are being published in the
Gazette.

221.—Guovernment donot consider it possible  to place all the instruc-
tions issued by the Superintendent on the table as the Assembly is not
always in Session. Hon. members receive copies of the Gazette and
will there find any amendments that may be issued to the general instruc-
tions which are being published.

Strength of officers in the Police Stations in Karimganj Subdivision
Khan Bahadur Hazi ABDUL MA]JID CHAUDHURY asked :

222. Will Government hc pleased to state the strength of the Officers
in Karimganj, Beanibazar, Barlikha, Ratabari, Badarpur and Patharkandi
thanas of the Karimganj subdivision in the district of Sylhet showing the
number of Hindu and Muhammadan Officers separatrly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
-2plied :

222 .—A statement is placed below :—

A STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF SUB-INSPECTORS
AND ASSISTANT SUB-INSPECTORS ATTACHED TO THE
POLICE STATIONS IN THE KARIMGAN] SUBDIVISION OF
THE SYLHET DISTRICT

‘Sub-Inspectors Assistant Sub-Ins- Sanctioned
pectors strength
Name of police stations Ay A A=

~ N\ R}
Hindus Muslims Hindus Muslims Sub-Ins- Assistant

pectors  Sub-Ins-

pectors

Karimganj .. d 3 TR 2 1 4
Barlikha s 5 xe 1 5 Sl 27 1 1
Ratabari .. A ! T e i e 1

~ Patharkandi .. s TR 1 e 1 £ 1 1
Badarpur o e e 1 3 1 o 1 1
Beanibazar .. " e o 1 1 ot 1 1

k_—_.v_—._—.___} \ ~ J.
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) Accidents on the Tezpur-Balipara Railway

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

223. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether Government received a copy of the proceedings of a
mecting held at Tezpur on the 27th July last under the
Presidentship of Srijut S. K. Bose, B.L., regarding want of
safety in travelling by the Tezpur-Balipara Railway due to
repeated accidents in that line ? ~
() Whether Government received a telegram from Srijut Omeo
Kumar Das, M.L.A., requesting Government to institute an
enquiry into the affairs of the Tezpur-Balipara Railway,
especially to investigate into the causes of these repeated
1 accidents ?
224. (a) Did Government receive any report made by the Chief Ins-
pector of Railways of an enquiry made by him in this connection ?
= (b) If so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy
of the said report ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

223. (a), (b) & 224. (a)—Yes.
(6)—No. Document is confidential.

. Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Was not the enquiry held to enquire
into the causes of repeated accidents on this railway ? it :
en |

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:
member and f om the Presi-

he matter and they asked i
n the Tezpur- 3

Government received telegrams from the hon.
dent of the meeting they took immediate steps int
the Railway Board to make enquiry about the accidents o
Balipara Railway. '

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: How can the reporton the causes of
accidents be a confidential one ? ;

Th(; Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: It is be-
cause this report contains other matters. The report is now under the con-
sideration of Government and Government have not yet come to any
final decision on the matter,

_ Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Do Government consider that
this railway is ineffective ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment are unable to express any opinion at this stage. ] '

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Has the Chief Inspector of Railways ;
seént any report ? I

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: T cannot .4
say now whether final report has been received from the Senior-Inspector. }
iy Srijut MAHADEV SARMAH : May we take it that Government have !

i‘ en}?teps on the recommendation of the Chief Inspector of Railways to g
stop these accidents or to take steps to improve the condition ' of this Rail-

way ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, the §

=T

M B

r 1 5 o
tiexﬁzrt is under the consideraiton of the Government. Government had no y
to cometo a final decision in this matter.
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Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: May we know whather Government
considered it necessary to take immediate steps in the matter with a view to
the fact that it involves safety of lives of passz=ngers and that the condition of
this railway should be improved ? =

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment have not come to any decision on this matter. The matter is still
under consideration. _

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, we want a ruling from the
Chair. When a correspondence relates to the safety of the general pub-
lic, how can that correspondence be considered confidential and even the
members of this Hon’ble House are not allowed  to know its contents ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI May I
point out that when a matter is being considered by Government and the
question is under correspondence between the two departments, before Gov-
ernment come to any final decision on the matter, it remains confidential.
This is the universal practice followed everywhere.

Mzr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: The Hon’ble Minister said that
the report contained some other matters ? AT

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: That was
an additional reason, Sir. '

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: May I take it that the report will
afterwards be placed before the House ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHOURI: T cannot
guarantee that, Sir, because Government have not considered the matter
as yet.

y Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, in that case we want a
ruling. '

'gi‘he Hon’ble the SPEAKER: [t is quite within the right of the
Hon’ble Ministers to decide whether a particular document is confidential
or not, and as the Hon’ble Minister has said, after examining the document
if he thinks that the document should he published and should be made
available to the members, then he will do it and any matter therein which
will be considered confidential, will not be published. The rzlevant martters
which are necessary for the House, may be placed before the House for the
information of the members. i

The Hon’tle Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Tt j5 ¢
premature for us to say whether it will be possible for us to publish it or noto

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Reports on many such accidents op [hé
East Indian Railway, and the Eastern-Bengal Railway have not only bee
discussed in the Assembly but also published in the papers. =

- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: One Government may do une thine
within a particular period of time, but another .Government may not find itt’
possible to do that thing in that particular period of time. '

Myr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : We should know the reieva
portions atleast. !

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: T,
has not yet been considered by Government ar}d it_ Is premature for 55
sav whether it will be possible for me to publish it or not.

* Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May we not know whether
report will be made available to us after it has been examineqd ? er the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Hon’ble Minister is pq¢
give any assurance with regard to this pomt. ready to

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: When did  Governmeng ]
the report > k e : : Hent receive

port
me to
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: My own
information is that it has come very recently. I cannot give the date off-

hand.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Cannot the Hon’ble Minister tell us
the approximate time ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUD 1URI: I cannot
say that. /

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir,will it be two months or six
months ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: ;
sure, Sir. I have got a very vague idea as to when the report was received.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Since the Hon’ble Minister recei ed
information about these accidents, how is he discha:rgmg the Government
duty and responsibility towards the public safety in this matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
as we got the resolution from the public n.eeting and a telegram from my
hon. friend Srijut Omeo Kumar Das, we thought that it was a matter
which should be inquired into. So we addressed the Federal Railway Board
to depute the Senior Inspector to inquire into the matter.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, my question was how the Gov-
ernment was discharging the duty towards the public safety. From the
answer given by Government it seems that Government has taken no action
in the matter and the members of the House want to know how the Gov-

ernment is acting in the matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It seems that the hon. member is argu-
ing the case.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH :
ther they took any steps to ensure the public safety ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : Sil.‘, the
only thing that we had to do was to draw the attention of the Railway
Board to this matter and we did it immediately on receipt of information.

I am not

Sir, as soon

What I want to know is that whe-

Adjournment motion on account of forcible encroachments in all
professional grazing reserves from Komorakhati down to

Tewaripal in the Tezpur subdivision by the immigrants

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have got notices of two adjournment

motions—the first one from Srijut Mahadev Sarma.
Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave to
move : ¢ That this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of
urgent public importance of recent occurrence to wit the failure of Govern-
ment to take adequate measures in the matter of the forcible encroachments
in all professional grazing reserves from Komorakhati down to Tewaripal in

the Tezpur subdivision by the immigrants ”°,
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@3 7ol Bfre AYIET 3oFEN 81 A97F, 42 [ 3261 g7 ACNAR 2155
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@5Ch1 QB 8F 37 fagg 1 AodtaBq fT fRays 6 3¢ 973 professional
graziers § F179 reserve I %ofgs, .73 grazing reserve Ra|3 5tfs fﬁiﬂm
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13 caital A s wfT ¢ A€ | \a'F »ifae (af3 constituency ¥

oq x5 °qr9°1fals garat c3fasts A2 gl | Bfasas cafarg— Forcible

encroachments all professional grazing reserves by immigrants causing
inconvenience of graziers by blockade roads: Immediate eviction necessary :
Else apprehend troubles and starving cattle.”

2717 91312 351 3T @ AT (e 3FT AfSfyR AT I ofex)-
2ac® w51 Y A1gz [RA1LF (*2 grazing reserve faie (@-79q wfa aycg
21 AARI4ran ASH wre grazier fAayFa fafars wfo wdsy a3 amifs
Sud cq's W'F ssdaBa AIe Aa MG @fsfaara Rjenars 15 g
@z #ots Boafze wfaata 3ty eztel |

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN -

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to submit that this motion is quite out of e
In the motion itself the hon. mover says that he wants to discuss 5 defiate

matter of urgent public importance of T€cent occurrence to wit the fajlure

of Government to take ad=quate measures. If that was g fhct thaaNT

up to him to come forward with this motion on the very first day of the
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sitting of this Assembly. Government cannot accept as a fact that these
forcible eéncroachme ts have been taking place and secondly it is not known
when these encroachments took place. Did they take place during these
tays of the sitting of the Assembly or before that? If the encroachments
took place before the Assembly then the hon. member should have taken the
earliest opportunity of coming  with this motion before the House. Soin
view of this matter, I think, the motion is out of order.

Secondly, on the merits of the question, the hon. member was pleased

to put certain questions ahout this matter only the other day and I replied
that Government had no information about this forcible encroachment and

* that the matter would be enquired into and that all possible steps would be

taken to prevent such forcible encroachment. And Government have

zlready issued definite orders. .....

The:Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When ? ; -

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN::
Just after the receipt of the questions, Government have already asked the
District Officer to make cnquiry and stop all future encroachments like this.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Isita fact that Government have
informed the local officers concerned not to evict the-encroachers without

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ll\'I'aulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
Not in the case of new encroachers, only in the case of old encroachers.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member is referring to a
telegram. It appears that he went to the place on the 25th October last
and he saw some encroachments. Can we get any idea from this telegram
that there has been further encroachment after 25th October ?

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Without any further encroachment
why the responsible people should send this telegram ? '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is assuming that
there must be further encroachment and so they sent this telegram.
Unless definite facts are given that in such and such places there have been
encroachments where there were nosuch encroachments on the 25th
October, then the matier might have taken a different shape. The hon.
member will only say whether there have been further encroachments after
25th. That is the point. :

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Encroachments are still continuing.

The Hofi’ble the SPEAKER : On the basis of this telegram ?
Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Some letters also.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Letters are not the subjzct matter of
this motion. The Hon’ble Minister has given an assurance that enquiries
will be made. L. i

Siijut MAHADEV SARMA: Ifan enquiry is made, I have no
objection.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : I shall seek one information in this
connection. Is Government aware that immigrants are encouraged, to
encroach upon Government Reserves, by certain responsible persons
connected with this House and that they take subscriptions from those immi-
grants and say, ¢ go on, encroach and squat there ; Don’t fear I am there’ ?
Has Government got any information like this ? :
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The Hon’ble Khan Bakadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Has
the hon. member got any such information ?

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I would also seek information from
the Hon’ble Prime Minister. >

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
was going to raise a point of order whether an hon. member of this House
can cast such reflection upon another hon. member saying that he is
extorting money.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Did he say ¢ hon. member of this

House ?°
- Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I said ¢ connected with this House.’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, connected with this House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUJAMMAD SAADULLA :
If you read it like this, I have got nothing to say.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: May we be enlightened whether some
such report was made from Barpeta some time back ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUIJAMMAD AADULLA :

We are now discussing 2bout an adjournment motion regarding Tezpur and
not Barpeta.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: You are shirking the point.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Has the word ‘member’
any other meaning ?

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I said ‘certain responsible persons
connected with this House’.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, if you read it like this and if my l‘lon. friend had no intention of
imputing anything about an hon. member of this House, the matter may
stand there.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: May I know if Government are té

king
immediate steps to stop encroachments ? S

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
have nothing to add to what I have said.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: Very well, Sir, in view of the
assurances given by Government I beg to withdraw my motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then itis not necessary to decide
anything whether the motion is in order or not.

I

Adjournment motion on account of the starving conditions Prevailin
in certain villages in the Sibsagar Subdivision and the lack of

effort on the part of Government to give relief to the distres
sed. -

Srijut SONARAM DUTT: Sir, I beg leave to move -
Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a matter of urgent public import
to wit, the starving conditions prevailing In certain villages in the pgilﬁan:e?
subdivision and the lack of effort on the part of Government to ; ; 1‘?"‘?3‘
the distressed”’. Slycinelegto

““That the
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Sir, acute distress is prevailing in certain villages in my constituency,
more particularly in villages—Lebang, Chaolkara and Changmal—owing to
failure of crops last year. I with my hon. colleague Mr. Chaliba and

rijut Sankar Chandra Barua visited these villages some time in October and
also in November. We saw the conditions prevailing there with our own
eyes. The inhabitants of these villages have nothing to fall back upon in
these hard days, having had very poor harvests during the last few yearls-
Their condition has been aggravated by the fact that their crops totally
failed Jast year. We tried to do something by way of thcf through the
Sibsagar District Congress Relief Committee, This Committee took up the
matter and organised relief...:.....

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member is to show how
this is urgent and how this matter is of recent occurrence.

Srijut SONARAM DUTT: We have just reccived information that
the Committee is unable to cope with the situation. Distress 1s continuing
and I want to draw the attention of the Government to t e fact that acu-tﬁ
distress is prevailing there. Unless some relief is rendered, Pct_ogle lwf
die and so far as my information goes, there have been two cases ol death in

those villages. The spread of kala-azar in those villages has also aggravated
this condition.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: When did the hon. member come to
know of this ?

Srijut SONARAM DUTT: We personally went there and fs‘aw
- things for ourselves as late as the first week of November = and the day before
yesterday we received information that acute distress was still continuing.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This will do I think.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR I}AHMAN: l\{)Ir.
Speaker, Sir, this motion is also, I think, out of order. The hon. mem lf{r
himself says that he visited the locality whiie he was there d_urmgf t;:S
electioneering campaign. He did not bring this matter to th'e nOtllt;e o h'e
Government beforehand and Government have no information about this
matter. This is the first time that he brings it to the notice of the Goveng
ment. If the allegations a e true thew an enquiry will be mgdetian
immediate steps will be taken. :

The Hoa’ble the SPEAKER: What is the hon. member going
to do ? et -

Srijut SONARAM DUTT: The Hon’ble the Revenue Minister objects
that T did not inform him just after my election about the condlluox;s
prevailing there. I did not think any information was necessary. ]ge t
that the Relief Committee would be able to cope with the' snuatloF. ut
now my information is that the Committee is not able with theh unds at
their disposal to cope with the situation. This is why I bring it to the notice
of the Government now. T !

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister said that
immediate steps will be taken. .

Srijut SONARAM DUTT: When the Hon’ble Minister has* under-
taken to take immediate steps, I withdraw my motion. : .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then itis not necessary for me (¢
decide whether this motion is in order or not. .
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Re: Extension of the Session to dispose of the Sylhet Tenancy
(Amendment) Bill, 1939 and other Bills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I want to bring one fact
to the notice of the hon. members. First, as to the
question whether the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill should
be attempted to be  disposed of during this session. Hon.
members by this time must have realised the difficulties standing in the way.
I have been requested to sit late hours during the remaining days of the
session and I may tell hon. members that I am always ready to do that,
provided the House be agreeable. But even in that case the hon. members
are to consider whether the Bill can be finished during this Session. Some
hon. members approached me the other day to request me to see whether
it can be made possible to finish this Bill during this Session. As the position
now stands, I think, if there be an extension ol this session for one or two
days, the Bill can be finished. May I know how far the Hon’ble Premier
can go to help the members in this respect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, this question was raised in our party meeting and there
I made a statement to the effect that if the House wanted an extension of the
session by two days, and if they saw any prospect of the Bill being finished,
I would advise His Excellency to extend the Session by two days. But I also
mentioned another factor which should be taken into consideration, viz.,
whether the desired end can be achieved even by extending the session.
Government have already summoned the Upper House to sit from the
29th. Now if we sit for two additional days, :.e., up to 26th, it will not be
possible for the Assembly Department even if we pass the Sylhet Tenancy
Bill in the Lower House, to place itin tiie Upper House in sufficient time
to have it disposed of during the ensuing session. Taking this fact also
into consideration, if the hon. members desire an extension for two days,
I am prepared to advise His Excellency to grant it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But I must know definitely whether
the session is going to be extended. Now if the session be extended for
two more days, the Assembly Department will have to prepare in print the
answers to questions to be put on those two days. We have to give 48
hours to the Press for printing questions and answers. So, I must know
definitely whether the session is going to be extended. Do the hon.
members want the extension of the session by two days ?

I may point out to the members another difficulty. Now we hope to
pass the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill in course of to-morrow,
After the Bill is passed there is some duty on the part of the Assembly
Department. ‘The Bill will have to be prepared according to the amend-
ments made, so that the Bill as passed by this House may be laid op
the table of the Upper House. This will also have to be done wit
to the other Bill. Now, if the House sits up to 26th and the Upp
meets on the 29th it will not be possible, under ordinary
for the Assembly Department to prepare the Bills for
Upper House. That will also be another difficulty which the House will
have to take into consideration. The hon. members may not knou; ‘V}\lut
tremendous task it is to scrutinise the amendments and Tk thew a
their proper places in the Bill. The clerical errors and other thin m%ﬁ
also have to be looked into and the Bill should be made perfect , emglfov(:lll 3
ing the amendments in their proper places. The hon. mem}{)ers mqy
consider that and arrive at a definite decision as to whether the S ession( 1);
going to be extended or not. : '

h regard
Upper House
_Circumstances,
being sent to the
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, if we sit till 6 o’clock tomorrow and day after to-morrow,
perhaps we shall be able to finish the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. In
thaté:ase there will be no necessity for extending the session of the House by
two days.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the hon. member has missed my
point. Unless this question is decided to-day there will be some difficulty
for this Department because they will not be able to have the questions and
answers printed. A

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, we have been told by
Mr. Whittaker that he had a talk with Mr. Mookerjee with regard to the
series of amendments tabled by him to the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment)
Bill and that an understanding had been reached that if we do not move
our amendments, Mr. Mookerjee will withdraw his amendments. So, I
think very little time will be required to have the Bill passed as amended by
the Select Committee. Then if we can sit late hours as suggested by hon.
Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury, for the remaining two days, I think
the whole Bill can be disposed of. I appeal to the hoan. members, whether
they come from the Sylhet district or not, to extend their help to see that we
may finish the Bill without extending the session.

As for extension of the session, there are some objections. I think
three of the Furopean members have got to attend a meeting at Jorhat ; so
they will not be in a position to remain upto the 25th. Then Khan Bahadur
Keramat Ali has said that he would not be able tu stay as he has got an
appointment. There are also certain other members who cannot stay upto
95th. So, I think the hon. members would be agreeable to sit late hours for
the remaining two days. I would request the Hon’ble Chair to take the
sense of the House whether they are willing to accede to this request.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : I think the permission of His
Excellency may be taken for extending the session by two more days and in
the meantime all the parties may co-operate to dispose of the Bill during the
course of the remaining two days. )

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in th_ls be]:nalf
our opinion is also equally divided. There are some me{nbers, including
myself, who think that we should be able to leave the station  as early as

ossible, i.e., by the end of this week. There is also the- opinion t!lat the
Sylhet Tenancy (A mendment) Bill should be passed during this session even
if the session has to be extended. T should be able to give a decision on the
matter after lunch hour. As to whether we would like the session to be
extended, it seems that the majority opinion is not in fqvour of extension at
present. But I suppose we shall have no objection to sit late hours for the
remaining two days. But here also I must say that we hav? some b}xsmess
of our own e.g., our party meetings, and things of that kind. Subject to
this, Sir, we shall be quite willing to sit late, if the House so wishes.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: We may probably sit in the
early hours to-morrow, say from 10, Sir. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, that cannot be.

Then am I to take it that it is the sense of the House to finish the Bills
by sitting late hours to-morrow and the day-after ? Then if the Bills are

not finished there will be no question of extension of the session. But I may
tell the hon. members what is the necessity of this hurrying in regard to the
Biils, when I see that the Bills, even if they are passed, cannot be placed
before the other House on the 29th. That is the difficulty. The "Assembly
Department will not be able to prepare the Bills in their proper form if the
two Bills are passed. So I do not see why there should be such anxiety to
hurry through the Bills, :

) P —
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Just to create an im-
pression in the countryside that we have done something for them.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thereis ample evidence to be obtained
from the proceedings of the House that you are striving your best to pass
these Bills. Your strivings will undoubtedly create an impression in the
country. I take it then that hon. members agree to sit late hours on the
remaining days of the session.

Now there is another important matter. Whether the Local Board
Elections (Emergency Frovision) Bill should be taken up and if so on which
day. What does the Hon’ble Premier say ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, we have got a notice from my hon: friend Mr. Kameswar Das of an
amendment. We on this side of the ‘House, that is, Government, have no
objection to the amendment. So if we can come to an agreement, the
whole Bill can be finished in 15 minutes. So it may be put either, to-
morrow or the day after. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I will then put it for to-morrow.
Then if it be not finished to-morrow, it may be taken on the day after also
Has hon. members any objection ? (! voice—nO objection.) Then I ﬁ;;
to morrow. Then the hon. members will please table their amendments in
the course of to-day or if necessary upto 11 a m. to-morrow. I will have
these amendments typed and placed in the House. ‘

The Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940 by Srijut Ghanashyam Das

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Discussion of Srijut Ghanashyam Das’s
motion that the Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940 be referred to a Select
Committee may now be resumed. I should like to read the names of the
members to constitute the Select Committee. Hon. member will correct
me if I am wrong :—

1. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora..
2. ,, Gauri Kanta Talukdar.
3. ,, Mahadev Sarma,
4. ,, Rabi Chandra Kachari,
5. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia,
6. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,
7. ,, Bideshi Pan Tanti,
8. The Hon’ble Minister in-charge, and
9, The Mover.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr. Speaker, Sir
the other day I expressed my desire that I do not want to sit on the ’cOmi
mittee but I find that my name is still there. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: On a point of information
Sir. I understand that the name of Srijut Gopinath Bordoloi has bee 4
omitted. He was Brahmin, Sir. I find that no Brahmin has been include(r:l1
in the list.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Srijut Mahadev Sarma is a Brahm;

Mauiavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: [ am very glad that o
friend Srijut Mahadev Sarma has been included. 2 that my

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sj;

be omitted.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : The name of Baby Kalachand Ro
» ekl ¢l y

may be inserted.

> My name may
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1. THe Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
€r€ 1s not a single member from the Surma Valley—everyone from the
Assam Valley. g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the Surma Valley Hindu Mem-

€rs Want to have a name included in the Select Committee ?

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR : 1 want it, Sir.

e Hom’ble the SPEAKER : There should be an agreement as to
th? names to be included in the Select Committee. To discuss about the
hames here is-always very undesirable, I should say.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Now, Sir, the other day I told before
the House that the majority of opinions are in favour of the Bill, but in some
of the opinions we find that some reasonable suggestions have been forwarded
to amend some clauses of the Bill. In the Select Committee these sugges-
tions will be considered and the clauses will be amended in that light. So
I refer the Bill to the Select Committee. With these words, Sir, I commend
my motion before the House.

_The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But is the hon. member still willing .o
retain the name of the Hon’ble Dr. Saikia ?

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: His name was suggested by the
Hon’ble Education Minister. I asked the Leader of the Government Party
that he should suggest the names from his party and the Leader told me that
as the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri was in the charge of the Bill,
he WOl{]d cive the names required. He suggested the name of Hon’ble
Dr. Saikia. Soitis up to him to suggest a name of his party.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
suggested the name of Babu Kalachand Roy in place of the Hon’ble Dr.
Mahendra Nath Saikia.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :° And the name of Babu Balaram Sircar.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: I agree, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then the motion stands thus:—

‘“That the Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select
Committee consisting of the following members :—

. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,
s> Gauri Kanta Talukdar,
,»  Mahadev Sarma,
;> Rabi Chandra Kachari,
Babu Kala Chand Roy,
Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,
,» Bideshi Pan Tanti,
Babu Balaram Sircar,
The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, and
10. The Mover, (i.e. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.)
Five membe s to form a quorum.”

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, from a peru-
sal of the collection of opinions on the Temple Entry Bill we find that res-
ponse has been received from 159 quarters and on an analysis we find that

~out of them 9 persons are indifferent and have not expressed any
opinion. Then I find there are six more opinions which are vague and inde-
cisive. Excluding these 15 views we find that out of the rest 98 persons and
institutions have expressed themselves in favour of the Bill and only 38 views
are against the Bill. Now, Sir, before I say anything about the views in
favour of the Bill, I think, I should try to classily the different views which
arc opposed to the Bill. = While doing so we find that there are six sets of
Objections—(1) First, on religious grounds, (2) second, on grounds other than

o
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religious, (3) Third, on the ground that there is no necessity for such a Bill as
there is no bar to temple entry in Assam, (4) fourth, that the time is inop-
portune, (5) fifth, that legislative interference should not be allowed in social
and religious matters and (6) sixth, opposition without any ground. OFf these
the first and fifth classes of opinions deserve our serious consideration.
As regards those who object on grounds other than religious, their number is
only four. I will not take the time of the House by reading out their objec-
tions which are mostly sentimental. Then there is one opinion of the Mar-
wari Chamber of Commerce from Dibrugarh, which simply objects without
assigning any reason. Then there are three opinions which say that there
is no bar to temple entry in this Province. That these gentlemen are
totally ignorant of the real state of things will be plain if we refer to the
opinion expressed by the Satradhikar of Sundaridia Satra of Barpeta
where we find that in that Satra Harijans are allowed to enter into the
Kirtanghar to a certain limits and to obtain this bit of advantage they had
to go upto the Hon’ble High Court. We also know that our Namasucra
brethren of Hajo had to go up to the High Court for acquiring the privilege
of entry into the Nat-mandir of Madhab Temple. If one goes to Barpeta
Satra he will find that Namasudras are not allowed to enter the Kirtanghar.
I have heard that ceriain communities are allowed to enter into the remotest
part of the * Kirtanghar and that also only on one day i.c., the day on which
initiation is given and not afterwards. There is a large number of temples
in the district of Kamrup where lower class Hindus are not allowed entry.

- In the case of foreigners they do not care to know what their caste is, but in

the case of the local people there arises the difficulty.

Now let us examine the view of those who say that the time for bringing
such a Bill is inopportune. I fail to see why the time is said to be i-noppor.L.
tune. Others have said that it is a belated piece of legislation—and that it
should have been undertaken long ago. Of the four persons who have
come forward with this objection, one is Mr. G. D. Walker, Commissioner
of Divisions. He goes to the extent of saying that this measure ‘“should
not be pressed through the Legislature especially during war time.”” (Laugh-
ter) It is difficult to understand why he says so. Fortunately he is the only
solitary gentleman who has opposed the Bill amongst the European section of
the people living in this province. In this connection I would like to place
the opinion of Mr. N. L. Hindley, District and Sessions Judge, Sylhet and
Cachar. He says, I am naturally in favour of anything progressive ; at
the same time the greatest care will have to be bestowed on the final form
in which it passes into law. Itis in keeping with the modern spirit of
religious tolerance and as such deserves the support of all right-thinking
people.” ; ik L :

I am gratified to read this opinion of a District Judge who is a disin-
terested person.

So, there are only the two remaining grou s for our serious considera-
tion, namely those who object on religious grounds, and they are thirteen in
number and those who are opposed to legislative intervention. Sir, like un-
touchability-this custom of preventing certain sections of Hindug from:
entering into temples and Sairas is no part of the“, Hi_ndu religion. Tt is
against the fundamental principles and tenets of Hinduism. ¢ is 4 Creation
of the society and is something like scum that has gathered around these
religious institutions and that has proved to b_e a veritable slur on the Hindu
religion. So the removal of this stigma will, in no way, affect the Hindu

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All these opin.ions are placed on the
tables of hon. members. The hon. member may simply refer to them.
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_ Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, I want to say that these
objections are not tenable. What I want to say is that my hon. friends
need not think that by this Bill we are in any way going to interfere with
the religious tenets of the Hindu religion.

On this point we have got the hearty support of Shree Shree Satradhi-
kar Goswami of Garamur which is one of the most important Satras in this
province. I request my hon. friends to go through that opinion. And if
they do so they will find that the objections raised from the orthodox side
are really baseless. I may also refer to the opinion of Pandit Taranath
Goswami, Smriti-Ratna, Satradhikar of Ramaia Satra. Asa great scholar
and authority on Smritis, his opinion counts much.

_ Then I come to discuss the objections of those gentlemen who say that
legislative intervention should not be permitted in matters social and reli-
gious. On this point there are only thirteen opinions. The most important
element in their opinion is that they are all in full sympathy with the princi-
ples and objects of the Bill ; they are all of the opinion that the doors of tem-

ples and satras should be opened to all sections of the Hindu Community.
The only thing they object to is legislation. They say that this reform should
be left to be effected by time. Now the question is—can such a grossly
unjust practice which stands in the way of consolidation and solidarity
amongst Hindus be left to be removed by course of time ? It is true that
the Hindu society is marching in lightning speed towards social reform. In
many matters, our society has progressed towards reformation in a degree
which we could not concieve. But we are here concerned, not with
individuals or with the society at large but are concerned with public

religious endowments.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
On a point of information, does not this Bill deal with private temples
also ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :

with private temples. But if there are any ¢
calculated to raise such doubts, they shall have to be amended by the

Select Committee, so as to dispel this misapprehension. The hon.
mover himself has admitted that there are some defects and they shall have
to be removed by the Select Committee. Sir, we are here wholly and
entirely concerned with public religious endowments i.e., temples and sairas,
for they cannot reform themselves. The Dalais, Fhe Satradhikars,
the Bar-Deuris and the Bhakats cannot make any innovation in the existing
practices and customs even if 99 per cent. of them so desire. For. a single
individual amongst them can prevent them by invoking the aid of the
courts of law. That is why no Manager of a Temple or of a Satra will have

the hardihood of granting entry into temples or Satras to those who have
lies the difficulty and that is the reason which

been debarred so long. There 2 : 3
has necessitated this Bill. So Isay legislative interference is unavoidable
Sir, it is not the first occasion that aid of

in such circumstances. Now, : .
Legislature has been invoked in such matter. The Hindu community has

welcomed the law suppressing Suftee.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, the hon. member may
continue after lunch.

It dose not at all interfere
lauses in the Bill which are

Adjournment.

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

-




-

1940] ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 1643

After Lunch

The Assembly re-assembled after lunch at 2 p.m. with the Deputy
Speaker on the Chair.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, I had been talking of
suppression of Suttee by Legislature. The same objections in the name of
religion, as have been raised now, were raised ; but in spite of suppression
of Suttee by law the Hindu religion or Society have suffered nothing but
have come out glorious and purified. Similarly, Sir, when the Hindu
Widow Re-Marriage Act was proposed to be passed, similar objections
were raised. Similarly when the Sarda Act was proposed to be passed,
the same arguments and objections were raised. Similarlv, a class of
orthodox Hindus objected to the Hindu Inter-caste Marriage Removal of
Disabilities Act. But in spite of passing of so many Acts which interfere
with our customs and practices, the Hindu religion or the society did not
suffer at all. So, Sir, I do not se¢ any good reason in the objection raised
by a section of our people saying that Legislatures should not be allowed
to interfere in such matters. As I have already said, for want of such a
legislation people had to take recourse to”the law courts to gain their
objects. Sir, in ancient times, the Hindu Kings assisted by learned Rishis
used to change or modify all such customs and practices whenever necessity
arose to suit the changing circumstances according to W4, &1, @, (Sf
i.e., according to social demands. Now, Sir, under the present circumstan-
ces our learned Brahmin Pandits are helpless. They can make no innova
tion in the existing practices as they have got no sanction behind them. We
are theretore in dire necessity of invoking the legislative aid in these
matters of reform. Sir, for the information of my hon. friends I may
tel: them that with changes of time, with changes of situation and with
the demand of the time, our Rishis changed and modified existing Smritis
and produced new Smritis. And that is why we have got, no less than 19
codes of Hindu social and religious conduct. Now that we
have no Hindu King or Rishis to be backed by royal sanction, we have no
alternative but to invoke the aid of Legislature. Sir, Srijut Kamakhyaram
Barua, Additional Sub-Judge of the Assam Valley Districts has said
«¢I am strongly of opir}ion that recourse to Legislature in social anci
religious matters, except in very special cases, should be discouraged.” I
lay special stress upon these words namely “in very §pec1a1 cases.” I am
at one with this view and I fully agree that except 1n special and urgent
cases, we must not invoke the aid of law in social arnd religious matters.
But, Sir, as I have already shown above, is not the remeval of this disability
which caanot be performed except by law “a very special case”? T
consider it is a most urgent and fitest case where the aid of Legislature ig
unavoidable. I have already said that of all the opinions we have got, the
majority are in favour of _thr: Bill. There are only thirteen opinions
objecting the Bill on legislative grOunds. Now if we ieave as1c.16 those thirteen
opinions there remain only thirteen genuine oplnions which are against
temple entry. Sir, I may refer to the Dakhinpat and Auniati Satras which
are important Satras in Assam. Their main concern 1s regarding the place

where prasad is taken. ¢ |AR A@H LI ﬂ?‘s_aq A9 ©@ Hare @ite
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY.
Will the hon. member translate the opinion into Bengali or English so that

we can understand ?

Smritis or
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_ Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I do not find any .Lr:mslzuion
given. I may try to translate the passage into English, but that will take the
time of the House. (Maulavi Muhammad Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury:

The hon. member has already taken the time of the House). If my hon.
friend wants, I shall translate it. Sir, another similar objection has been
raised by Sri Sri Adhikar Goswami of Auniati. This objection 1s not so

serious because there is provision in the body of the Bill that such places as
are sacred will be exempted.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of order, Sir. The hon. member has not translated these two opinions
because they go against the provision of the Eill. I think it will be fair to
translate these opinions and let the House know what they convey.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : In which language ? ;

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In English.

The DEFPUTY SPEAKER : Very well. )

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH,: On a point of order, Slr,_ I seek a
ruling from the Horn’ble Chair. He has raised objection to reading a pas-
sage in the Assamese language of this province. My hon. friend knows
that there were some speeches in English and some in vernacular and the
other day .y hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed spoke in Urdu. If
the speeches are to be translated into English, will the House have enough
time to go into this academic -efforts ? :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Generally the English language 1s
used in this House. I would request the hon. member to translate
that portion into English.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Ifthe opinions are translated
it will take the time of the House. So, I will only give the substance.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No literal translation 1s necessary.
You are only to give the gist of it so that the hon. members may understand
what is there. .

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : On a point
of order, Sir, the Hon’ble Education Minister said that the hon. merr}ber
did not translate some opinions from Assamese into English because those
opinions were against the Bill. This is certainly an insinuation against the
hon. member. I therefore like to know whether it was not a breach of the
privileges of the members.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN _CHAUDHURY:
Mr. Deputy Speaker, before you give your ruling I would like to bring one
fact before you. When Mr. Talukdar speaks in English it is difficult for us
to follow and when he speaks in Assamese it is still more difficult. )

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As regards the point of order raised
by Mr. Gupta Chaudhury I would like to tell him  that there
should be no surmise on what is called insinuation. Therefore I would like
to rule that the point of order he has raised is a point of disorder,
(laughter). .

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : All the information that my
hon. friend wants is what is said - in this opinion. I would give him the
substance of it in English. It is this: ¢That in Namghor or temple of
worship in the Satras of Assam the disciples take offerings and cooked:
food in certain places of the Namghor. So in those cases there should

not be any deviation from the old practice, for it is against Hindu practice
to allow anybody and everybody into such places so long as the observance
of caste system goes on. Itis impossible to make any deviation from -the
practice which has been prevailing from a long time”. So, Sir; this
difficulty is a very trifling one because in the body of the Bill provision
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has been made to exempt sacred places. If it is found necessary, the Select
Committee may make a clear provision to that effect. So the objections on
| this ground are not insurmountable.

{ Now as regards the other point that has been raised “@?® 3@« 36w
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By this they mean to say that if the Bill be passed into law then it will
undermine the foundation of the Hindu religion. On this point I have
already discussed at great length and need not repeat here. And also to
counteract this contention I have already referred to the opinion of His
Holiness Sri Sri Adhikar Goswami of Garamur where he has said :

CaArT SAWHA afgg-rAle, 9IRS 380 54 AV 1 f2wF AW
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Thus we have got the valuable support of a great religious Head in
favour of the Bill. I refer to another important Satra. I mean the
Barpeta Satra. About that Satra opinion is divided. The Managing
Committee of the Satra who are responsible Hindus support it wholehear-
tedly. Butin a conference the Bhakats of the Satra have opposed the Bill.
I do not want to multiply the number of Satra and temple authorities
which have supported the Bill. All I want to say is that the objections on
religious grounds are not tenable.

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I

suggest to the hon. member that in spite of quoting opinicas in support

W ~ of the motion, he should try to meet the objections raised. That would have
thrown some light on the subject.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I am verysorry that the
Hon’ble Minister has altogether neglected to listen to me. I have made it 5
. point not only to state the opinions that are in favour of the Bill, but I
| have given greater attention to the various points of view of the objectors.
So it appears that my Hon’ble friend the Education Minister hes not cared

to hear what I have so long been saying.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
the only person in this House who is charged with the accusation that has
been made.

The Deputy SPEAKER : Of course in a matter like this it would
have been far better on the part of the hon. member not to cast any perso-
nal reflection upon any hon. member of this House. Most of the questions
raised by the Hon’ble Minister were to request the hon. member to meet
the points of objections that have been raised without dilating upon the
various opinions that have been given on this measure. I would
therefore request the hon. member not to iqdulge in any kind of platitude
and go straight as far as possible to mect the objections rajsed (hear

>

hear) .
| _Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUEDAR : I have been from the ver
B = beginning trying my utmost to meet all possible objections that have beeg

raised in the voluminous list of opinions. But I am sorry, T 1
accused of not meeting the objections. The Hon’ble Fdye
‘ has said that I have not met the objections.  Will he kindj
| objection I have not met ?* I pause for-an answer.
> no answer isforthcoming. So I hope I have succee

ave been still
ation Minister
Uly point out which
(After a pause). But
ded in my endeavours,
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A (;I'he Hon’ble Srjjut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: And
ailed.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: It is for the Hon’ble House to
Judge whether I have succeeded or not. Sirc, I now request this Honr’ble
House to extend their helping hands in removing this stigma from the Hindu
society and to enable us to purify our society and to cultivate goodwill and
fellowship amongst the various classes of Hindus. I hope the hon, members
of the European Group will find no difficulty in supporting the Bill.

As regards my Muslim friends, I hope they will also extend their help-
ing hands. As regards the Tribal Group, I hope, they will, whether they
consider it necessary or not, help us to remove this disability from which
not a few but a large number of Hindus suffer. (A voice :—What about
Christians ?). When I referred to the European Group I also included
my Christian friends. (A voice :—What about Indian Christians ?). 1
earnestly appeal to my Indian Christian friends to help us in removing this
stigma from our society. It will do them no harm. :

Sir, it has been pointed out by the majority of the opinion that there
are certain inherent defects in drafting this Bill. I admit and the hon.
mover himself has admitted that there are some defects in drafting. But
if we refer the Bill to the Select Committee those defects may easily be
rectified and the Bill can be made as faultless as we like . Sir, it
has been pointed out in the opinions received that clause 5 has been very
unhappily worded and that it has aroused great suspicion in the minds of
the public as to whether “temple” refers to private temple or public temple.
Even the Hon’ble Premier has leen entertaining such doubts. ) From the
Statement of Objects and Reasons it will be clear that the Bill_ is meant to
be confined only to public religious endowments, and not to private institu-
tions. At any rate all ambiguities may be removed In the Select
Committee. b .

So, Sir, I support the motion of my hon. friend that this Bill should be
referred to a Select Committee.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my hon. friend Mr. Talukdar.has appealed to
the Muslim members of this House to extend their helping ha_md to this
Bill. I do not know whether it will be meddling.in affair which does not
concern me if I speak on this Bill. T made the Muslim point of view per-
fectly clear with regaid to this Bill when it came before the House in its
first stage. As a Muslim, I cannot be in favour of such a piece of legislation.
To me the idea of untouchability is foreign and unthinkable. To a Muslim
all the human beings are equal, all are brothers. Sir, 1t would have been
far better if my friends of the Caste Hindu community could leave the door
of the temple open to all the human beings known as Hindus. From the
provisions of the Bill I find that even if this Bill is passed .all the grievances
of the untouchables cannot be removed. 1 am not going to discuss the

matter in detail, as it is a matter exclusively for the Hindus. I simply say
that this Bill is nothing but a permanent document that 1is going to be
registered about a community which forms an important part of the human
society. Before passing this Bill into Act, I think, the hon. members would
think over the matter very cautiously. Before I take my seat I want to
make only one request to the hon. members of this House. ““If you really
and sincerely feel for these unfortunate people known as Harijans and un-
touchables, give them the status of a Brahmin, the highest you can givé to
a human being of your community. If thatis not possible, pray, do not
show any condescension, and do not make a display of you superiority com-
plex.” S KiTE

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : May I know from the hon.
member whether a non-Muslim can enter a mosque at the time of prayer ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Yes, provided they are properly washed. We allow any one to enter our
mosques if he goes to worship “‘one God*’.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : [ want to know whether they
allow any non-Muslim, say a Hindu, to enter into a mosque where Muslims
are in prayer ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL. HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Certainly, as I stated.

(4 voice :—Not at the time of prayer). 1

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, at the very outset I would like to be very clear on one point,
that is we follow the principle of non-interference. I had no mind to take
part in to-day’s debate as the Bill is exclusively meant for the members of
the Hindu community. But some irrelevant remarks made in expressing
opinion on the Assam Temple Entry Bill have compelled me to speak a few
R1T76) o 1 T

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. member will kindly speak before
the microphone. .

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, I
have already said that we follow the principle of non-interference and so I
had no mind to take part in to-day’s debate as the Bill is exclusively meant
for the members of the Hindu community, but Sir..................

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of order, Sir. Did you
not ask him to speak from the microphone or did you ask him to read from
the microphone. (4 wvoice : both.)

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : But, Sir,
some irrelevant remark made in expressing opinion on the Assam Temple
Entry Bill have compelled me to speak a few words. It is this. In page 30
of the opinion of Rai Bahadur Baikuntha Nath Bhattacharyya, retired Head
Master, Sylhet Government School, in his letter to the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Sylhet, he says: ¢“If the right of temple entry can be claimed by the
Harijan on that plea, Muhammadans also are in fairness entitled to it, I shall
be glad to know whether my friend, the mover of the Bill, is prepared to
concede it to that community.”’

Rai Bahadur Baikuntha Nath Bhattacharyya is my teacher at whose feet
I had the privilege to sit for long five years. (Loud laughter.) I do not
want to show any disrespect to my teacher. But, Sir, it is my painful task
and as a Muslim, I shall be failing in my duty if I dc not take a serious
exception to his remark.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: On a point of order, Sir. Are we
the members of this House entitled to criticise the opinion expressed by the
public on this Bill ? .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : No, that can’t be..

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY . Mr
Deputy Speaker, Sir, are not the hon. members of this House entitled to
take into consideration the opinion that has been expressed on this Bill ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Without making any criticism,

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDIIURY .
pressing my opinion, Sir. :

I do not know how a man of high education and culture Jike hiro e
make such an irrelevant remark. He has hurled an insult to the Muslim
community as a whole, He knows surely that Islam is 3 monothei B

I am ex-



1648 ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 [21sT Nov.

religion. We believe and worship one Allah and to us, the Muslim,
idolatry is a great sin—Zulmun Azim. Temple is a place of idol worship
and a Muslim ceases to be a Mumin, if he enters a temple for worship.
Muslims do never enter nor want to enter a temple, a place of idol worship.

Moreover, Rai Bahadur Baikuntha Nath Bhattacharyya has made a
comparison between the Harijan and Muslim and it seems that he has
given. Muslim, an inferior place even to the Harijans. We cannot tolerate
such remarks. Islam is the best religion in the world. So, Sir, I ask the
Government and the authorities concerned to expunge this remark from this
note and issue a note of warning to all concerned so that no one should
make such impertinent remark in future regarding any community what-
soever and create unnecessary bad blood between different communities.

With- these remarks, Sir, I resume my scat. .
F 7 Mr. [FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : On a point of order, Sir. Is it
permissible to the hon. members to compare the merits and demerits of
different religions on the floor of the House ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Certainly not. But so far as I can
anderstand the hon. member has given you a comparative idea or view
of the monotheistic religion of Islam with that of Hindu religion.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Was that relevant to the ques-
tion, under discussion, Sir ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : He has travelled too far.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
May I make it clear, Sir. Opinions were invited on the provisions of this
Bill when it was introduced and published for eliciting public opinion. The
opinions have been collected, printed, and placed on each member’s table
and from the learned and lengthy speech of our friend Mr. Talukdar we have
heard that 98 opinions are in the volume. What my hon. friend Dewan
Maulavi Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury wanted to impress upon is that a
certain remark in one of the opinions is according to him offensive to Muslims.
The remark has been offered by the learned Rai Bahadur, the teacher of
our friend. The learned teacher has stated in his opinion that if the Hindu
temples which are sacred institutions are made open to the Harijans to-day
they may be made open to the Muslim community to-morrow. My friend
simply wanted to say that we Muslims being monotheistic cannot enter a
temple, far less worship the idol installed. This remark ought not to have
been made by a retired Government official of learning and culture.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQ BUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY': He
wants that this should be expunged.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: I want,

Sir, that this should be expunged.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, some portion of the hon.
member’s speech also should be expunged because ...............

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : He has laid before the House a compara-

tive view.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Let me explain, Sir. It wag
rightly pointed out by my hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed that it
is not the subj ct matter of our discussion as to which religion is the best
and which is not. Whether Muslim religion, Hindu religion or Christian
religion is the best, should not be discussed here. I take strong exception
to this and want a ruling from the Chair. Every religion is the best in
the eyes of its followers. '
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Bill itself has raised a political
debate in this House in connection with a religion and therefore at least
some ideas as to the Hindu religion in comparison with Muslim religion
must have come in. (Laughter.)

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, a point of order just
now raised by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee says that there should be no.com-
parison between religions, and he objected to it, and that is the ground on
which I take my stand that this Legislature should not interfere with any
religion whatsoever (Hear, hear ). Sir, last time on this subject I spoke,
and at that time I made it clear that we have a conscientious objection to

ny Bill which is going to interfere with any religion. Now this has come
back to us again in the form of public opinion, and our friend the hon.
mover has said that public opinion is in his favour. I do not agree with
him that there are opinions which are in favour because there are also
opinions in disfavour, but he claims that the majority of the opinions is in

his favour............

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I said that the majority of the
opinions is in favour of the Bill.

Mzr. C. GOLDSMITH : It may be, but in this question the number
or volume of opinion does not come. What counts is whether those  people
who have passed opinion have a right to pass opinions on religions. Now,
this is purely a question regarding temple-entry and pertains to the Hindus,
and I would have liked that these things could have been decided outside
the Legislature and not inside this House, but asit _has come, we have to
pass a certain opinion though we do not like it. Here there is a division of
opinion as to whether it is a purely religious or socio-religious question. Tt
is very difficult to decide, but there is a volume of opinion which says that
it is a religious Bill nonetheless, though some social problems are relevant to
this question. I would like to point out certain remarks made in this list
where it can be said that there are people who know about religion and who

ractise religion, and who have a voice in saying something that it is ‘a
religious question. Now, one gentleman from Sunamganj says-—page 28—
<¢ The Bill is against the fundamental principles of the Hindu religion and
its religious scriptures . The B'ill. being one of rehgio_us matters it cannot
be against the principles of religion as enunciated in the holy Shastras.
Just as the Bible is.for the Christians and. the Quran to the Muslims so are
the Vedas, Smritis and other holy Shastras to -the Hindus. Thus in
matter of religion, the Hindu Sastras and those who have real culture in
them should be consulted.

Now on page 15 the: Dakhinpat Goswami says i—

« o3 fqaen wEarw SEAs Afde @fFatd @, NI R, FAaron
feqg 471q Fof@r Meqwa T91 429 | &kl g e w3 @® a1 afkie qsy s

Then at page 21 the opinion of the General Assembly of the
Samuha Bhakats is :—¢ ‘This Assembly is -of -opinion  that religion ‘and
society are two different things—religion 1s 2 spiritual conception of beljef.
and societyis a conglomeration-of the people of diﬁ"crsant castes ‘and creeds
irrespective of particular differences, for some special purposes or ends
Such differences exist and will continue to exist 1in all the societies of the
world:in the matter of eating, dressing, 'and mixing, etc. Whereas religion
is a conception or belief ; it can be attained by following the precepts of the
Shastras and by reciting the prescribed 'prayers . ¢ The *temple, ‘where
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imagcs. of God are kept, are regarded as pure ; men think themselves purified
by taking dust therefrom on their heads. Men with impure body and clothes

are not fit to face God or enter into a temple of God .

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Goldsmith thinks that
the opinions which have been given by so many persons on this Bill are of
Do account, and that these people have no right to give their opinion on
religious matters. Now, may I know what justification is there for my

friend to say that these opinions are of no value ?

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: There are people who have a right
to say. At page 48 we find that in Barpeta where there is stronghold
of Hindu religion, Jtheir opinion is that this Bill is premature and
should not be passed in this House. In page 21 again there is
the opinion of General Assembly of Samuha Bhakats at Barpeta ; they say,
““ This Assembly of Samuha Bhakats of the Barpeta Satra most vehemently

protests the Assam Temple Entry Bill of 1940 in its present form and it also _

views with alarm the consequent effect of the Bill which, if passed in this
form, will bring chaos in the Hindu society by breaking the time-honoured
rules and customs of the society and as a result whereof the heart of the
Hindus, especially of the Mahapurusia Hindus, will be badly wounded and
moreover the social control will be loosened.”

Now, about the trital people, what do they say ? I am not reading
the whole opinion, but merely quoting selections pertinent to the question.
‘¢ The triba! people are not at all anxious to secure entry into the Hindu
temples. They have not asked for it and they will not seek for it. They
have their own society and religious and social institutions which satisfy
them.” ¢ The Bill is a matter between the caste Hindus and the Scheduled
Caste people who' are anxious for securing entry into the temples. As an
outsider it will be a matter of supreme satisfaction if the Hindu society
could with speed remove the disabilities of one section of the Hindus. For
Hinduism with intricate systems and mutual hatred and ill-will among the
castes and sub-castes has been a real and great impediment in the growth of
true Indian nationalism, but here also movement of heart on the part of the
caste people including the skebaits and not legislation or force is the surer

basis for such removal of disability.”

Now I will read what the priests and the Goswamis say. This is from
Srijut Bhubaneswar Sarma Barua, Priest, Burigosain, Dewal, Jorhat :—<“The
Temple Entry Bill, if passed, will have a disastrous effect on the people of
Assam, of all classes and creeds in the near future. Attempt to control,
remodel and guide the religious faith, social functions, innocent personal
habits and customs of the followers of any religion whatever by exercising
legal and political power at the whims of a few, will lead to moral and
political degredation of the country at least in India if not elsewhere.”

Now I read something from the Auniati Goswami at page 17 :—

“ O faET 9% Ry a9 Gtgae Af¥qe SR 3 HAtST fep wiiq
Ve-Nfex @RS wivts w31 29| @@ 7@ (@[T ATRe ©F AL
ARTATF AN AT [ty facawsy of9 S1o Sfga T |93 (SIeTq Faw
RIRAI WA AT ST GrtarRe 7 AatEw cstaRa Afe-Afs oF S (1403
fer TARFE AR | wifs 4 fertacs s atew, otaaT 90 bfe
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At page 25, the report the Satradhikar of Nowgong also says the
same thing. Therefore I must say that the custodians of the Hindu religion
are against having a legislation passed on this question. Therefore, should
we take a few members of this House as spokesmen or should we take the
opinion of those people who are really the custodians of religion ?

One more point. Some people are appealing to ‘Queen Victoria’s
proclamation. At page 22 there is a parag aph, which reads as follows :—

“ Her late Majesty the Queen Victoria, at the time of taking the title of
the Empress of India, made the grand proclamation of her - promise not to
interfere in the matter of religion and customs of her Indian subject. Her
successors reiterated the said promise and so provision has been made in
the Civil Procedure Code to respect old religion and customs. If this Temple
Entry Bill be passed in the present form then it will go against the principle
of Civil Proccdure Code and along with the enforcement of the Act ali sorts
of control of the Hindu society will come to an end.” They want that no
interference should be made by any legislative body. At page 29 again
certain people are making this appeal. They say:—

¢« The Assam Temple Entry Bill now pending before the Legislative
Assembly, Assam, is opposed to the religious tenets and time-honoured
customs of the Hindus and if such a Bill be passed into law it would destroy
the purity of, and interfere with the peaceful arrangement of Hindu worship
and that it will frustrate the object of the founder of the endowments of the
temple concerned and that temples founded for the benefit of a particular
society will not be saved from the baneful effects of such a measure, which
is sure to introduce new causes for disorder, strife and breach of peace among
the Hindus, and that such a law is opposed to the provisions of the Queen’s
proclamation and the accepted principles of British Rule in India.”

Now, if certain people on religious grounds are against any chénge of
the time-honoured custom and the accepted principles of British rule, we
here as legislators ought to listen to these people and should see that thijs
question is not decided by the House at all.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I ask whether the hon,
member as a Christian can conscientiously object to all classes of Hindyg
going to the temples and Satras and worshipping there ?

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: I welcome that. But whqt I say is that it
should not be decided by the House, but by the community.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Does the hon. member pro-
pose that this matter should be left to the Hindu community and we should
keep aloof ?

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: Yes.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Then will the hon. member

say why he is showing in this nratter more attention than a mother in raising
these objections ?-



1652 ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 [21sT Nov.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: The opinion that I quoied just now conti-
nues—“ We would therefore make our fervent prayer to His Excellency the
Governor of Assam that His Excellency may be graciously pleased to stop
the discussion of the said Bill in the Legislative Assembly, Assam, for which
act of kindness his loyal Hindu subjects should be very grateful.”

‘That shows that great objections are coming from the Hindus and we as
non-Hindus have no right to speak anything regarding the temple entry of
the Hindus.

One hon. member has. said that some people have expressed_ that the
march of time would ease the defects. I am inclined to agree w.lth tllerp,
because we know that for centuries untouchability has been going on 1n
India, but a great transformation has come through the endeavours of some
great men in India among the Hindus themselves. A similar t1:ansformatlon
will also come as regards temple entry also. If without legislation pntouch—
alloility could be removed, we believe that time will surely cure this defect
also.

Sir, the position here is'that the Hindu members are asking to enact
a legislation. I can only say that by so doing they are not only doing a
harm to themselves but to us also in implicating us.

The Deputy SPEAKER : Order, order, I do not understand w!ry the
hon. member is going to lengthen his discussion like anything. It is more
or less a concern of the Hindu community (kear, hear). No religio-political
decision can be arrived at by that particular community, as we know that
the caste system stands in the way. Some of the crying religious defects of
the Hindu community will have to be cured by legislative sanction (hear,
hear). Without legislative sanction no religious reform can be possible in
these modern ages. . I hope the hon. member will speed up.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: With due
deference to you, Sir, although it is a matter of religion, 1t 1s after all the
votes of this. House that will determine this piece of legislation. The ques-
tion, Sir, is not whether a particular member is a Hindu, or Moslem or
Christian. All can express their opinion freely.

‘The Deputy SPEAKER : I say that any hon. member }}as a right
to participate in the debate. What I said was that the particular hon.
member was leading us to a prolonged discussion.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That ex-
ample has been set by the hon. Mr. Talukdar.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: Sir, my point is that no leg1s1at1on_ should be
undertaken-over a religious question. I also say that this question can be
discussed outside the Legislature and if the Hindus among themselves hold
meetings and raise their voice against the evil practice, then they can have
the reform effected without the help of the Legislature. They can })oycott
the temples or pass resolutions. Why should they come to the Legislature
and have a law passed ?

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is very
unfortunate that this debate should have taken this turn. I think there is
a good deal of misapprehension about it.  This Bill is meant only* to
regulate entry to those temples which are described as public temples and
the hon. mover of this Bill says that he means those temples where public
endowments are made and particularly those with which the State will have
some connection as regards management. The Bill is quite legitimate
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to be discussed here in that view because when. Government is concern-
ned with the management of these temples, we think, the legislators have®
legitimate right to deal with these temples. I can cite one example about
the Muslims ; the Wakf Bills are also passed in Legislatures and they are
also connected with the mosques.

Sir, I think, all the legislators whether they are:Hindus or Muslims or
Christians, have got the right to speak on a measure which is going to be
adopted by the House. The Hindu members have also to speak on the
Wakf Bill. As regards Christianity, the expenditure of Lord Bishop and
others are being provided from the coffers of the State and therefore the
Hindus and Muhammadans have got the right to speak about the
Christian religion whenever any question.comes up before the House.

Sir, some remarks have been made by my hon. friend Mr. Maqbul
Hussain Chaudhuri about the untouchables in the Hindu society. He wasg
telling that the Hindus should place the untouchables in the highest caste,
i. ., Brahmins.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I
said that the untouchables should be given equal status with the Brahmins.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : = Sir, I submit that before making
any such remark, my hon. friend ought to have tried to know what Hindu
sociology is. It is not such a simple thing.as my hon. friend supposes it
to be.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXERJEE: That is a birth-right. How
can it be given ?

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : . Sir, it is very easy to say anything
about this. I submit that Hindu sociology is net such a simple thing as can
be understood by any layman of the street. (Laughter).

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I take serious objection to the expression made b);
Mr. Nirendra Nath Dev.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Does the hon, member rise on a point
of order ? -

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I
said that if the Hindus are sincere to give them any status, then they should
give equal status with the Brahmins. If not, they should not show any
condescension. :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. That is no place for
argument.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Op
a point of order, Sir. I uttered some simple words, but my hon. friend
Mr. Nirendra Nath Dev says that it is not so easy for any lay man ip the
street to understand this. I have fully realised that he, by this €xpression
means me and no-body else. I want a ruling from the Chair. oreover.
Sir, I like to say that when he says that it is not so very easy for any In T,
in the street to understand this, then his talk of giving any right tq o an
unhappy and unfortunate people is useless. I want a ruling from o ese
whether the hon. member was in order to pass such remarks, LD

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The argument of the hon.
sarily needs no ruling from the Chair (Laughier).

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. m hon
friend Mr. Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhuri was tel]ing the House’ tha’t hey ¢ oulci

member neces-
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not conceive of anything like untouchability in the Muhammadan com-
munity.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order, the hon. member should be
allowed to go on undisturbed.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEYV : Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhuri
was telling that untouchability and such other things are unknown to
Muhammadan community and there is no distinction between man and
man. I submit, Sir, that my knowledge of Muhammadan society is very
little and from what little I know of that community, I can say that there
is at least one distinction in that community. There is the fishermen
community and they are not given equal status with other Muhammadans
as far as I know. I know, Sir, that there was a deputation led by
members of the fishermen community to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru when he
visited Sylhet. And what about the All India Momin Conference, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : On a point
of order. It was expressly stated in this House that whenever any point of
order is raised, the member who is on his legs must sit down and the point
of order must be decided by the Speaker. That was the ruling which was
previously given, but I have found, Sir, that my hon. friend Babu Nirendra
Nath Dev did not follow that direction. It is only when a point of infor-
mation is raised, there is an option whether the member speaking would give
way or not ; but when a point of order is raised, the me mber who is speak-
ing must sit down, otherwise he shows disrespect to the House.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: The Chair gave me permission to
go on.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Maulavi
Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chaudhury twice raised the point of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Dev was not at fault as 1 permitted
him to go on.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
I want a ruling whether the expression ‘‘any lay man of the street” is
parliamentary or not. : ;

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Itdid not mean any personal aspersion.
I am here to see to that. (Laugher).

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: It is very unfortunate that this
Temple Entry Bill has caused so such bitterness between community and
community. It ought not to have done so. The Bill has been brought forward
with good intention and the mover of the Bill trusts that all the members
of all the communities would give their whole-hearted support to it. In that
view of the matter I appeal again to the House through you, Sir, that all the
members of all the communities should give their co-operation and help in
having this Bill passed. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the
statement of Mr. Nirendra Nath Dev, with regard to the distinction between
the fishermen community and the general Muslim community 1s absolutely
wrong. There is no distinction in Islam. A fisherman is quite_ entitled to
intermarriage with other Muslims. There may be social status 1n the minds
of some people. In religious matters there is absolutely no distinction in the
Muslim community. Even a Muslim fisherman is allowe;d to lead prayer
and a Sayed will follow him, Mr. Dev must withdraw his statement. He
is quite ignorant of Islamic principles.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. member should remember that
any version by Mr. Dev will not give any seal to our religious scriptures.
I am myself a Mussalman and I have heard what he has said on the floor of
this House, '
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I want to draw your attention and the attention of the House to the-
impression that whenever a statement is made regarding the practice follow-
ed by the votaries of a pacticular religion, on the floor of this House, if it is
incorrect and if it is not contradicted, it might be preSumCd—and some of
the hon. members of this House are not fully aware of the religious tenets of
the people professing Islam, — that the statement is correct. Therefore,
it becomes the bounden duty of a member to make it clear and say what it
is. My hon. friend Mr. Dev has stated that there is caste distinction
amongst the Muslims and he has referred to Muslims pursuing the business
dealing in fish. Sir I come from a district where there are hundreds  of
such business men and I can difinitely tell the House that there is no caste
distinction between them and those Muslims who do not follow such busi-
ness. I can cite very many instances of inter-marriages amongst them and
other Muslims. My hon. friends on this side of the House were only eager in
bringing to the notice of the House that it was not a fact that there was caste
distinction amongst Muslims. If it were so, it would have been a great
stigma of the tenets of Islam.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has thrown suffici-
ent light on this point. But had hon. Maulavi Abdur Rahman also come
forward with a speech like this to throw light on the version made by
Mr. Dev, he would have been quite welcome. But instead of doing that
he raised a point of order.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : Sir, it was far from my mind to;
make any aspersion on the Muslim community and for whatever I said T
referred to the deputation led by the fishermen community to Pandit
Jawharlal Nehru.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: On a point of infor-
mation, may I ask Mr. Dev whether there is any religious bar amongst the
Muslims, a fisherman marrying a daughter of a non-fisherman ?

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: So far as my recollection goes: they
in their petition to Pandit Jawharlal stated that they were not allowed to
enter the same mosque with the other Muslims.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: My
hon. friend is perfectly wrong in saying that there is caste system in the

Muslim society.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I would like to assure you all that his
pect of our Islamic culture.

opinion will not count on a particular as
Myr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : It is well-known to the  House that
ime for non-official business and if

the House has been allotted a meagre ti .
these tactics are adopted by Government Benches, I am afraid, we shall

have no other scope at all for non-official legislation.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May [ request through
the hon. Deputy Speaker to see that the members of the other party do not
express such irresponsible opinion in this House.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : If you cast a stoné you must also
be prepared to take another. :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Before ! allow hon. members to partici-
pate in the debate I would particularly request them to give due regard to
the paucity of the time at my disposal because I have many busir?ess to
dispose of to-day. Of course I cannot content myself without saying that
much of the time at my disposal has been wasted and I would request hon.
members to see the paucity of time and to try to make speeches at a very
short space of time so as to enable me to finish the business of to-day.
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Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Mr. Deputy Spreaker, Sir, I

wish to support the motion with a few observation. ]

Public places of worship should be opened to all having the same reli-
gion. Untouchability was never sanctioned by our Shastras. The Hindu
caste system was based principally on a division of labour. There were
only four Barnas, viz., Brahman, Khetriya, Baishya and Sudra or four great
divisions among the Hindus, originally. Now the caste is divided into
as many divisions as there are professions. In course of time some of the
professions were looked down upon and the people taking to such profes-
sions gradually came to be regarded as untouchables and the temples or
places of worship were closed to them. The result is that the Hindu society
1s gradually being disintegrated and they have fallen from a great ideal.
Our hatred to the professions has led us to forget the dignity oflabour_. _Now
we must try to bring all the hundreds of castes into the four great divisions
and the opening out of public places of worship to all is the first step in that
direction. We must feel that we belong to one great culture, of one great
religion and this can be done only by worshipping God all together. There
can be no inferiority complex in a place of worship. God will not go out
by one door if those brethren of ours who are now debarred entry by the
other door.

Personally, I am in favour of allowing entry even in private places. of
worship. I have opened my Namghor to all. 1 was boycotted for some time
by the orthodox section of my community. There is an orthodox element in
every community who are guided by superstitious beliefs and are afraid to
break the age long custom, but they forget that untouchability is eating away
our vitals and we are becoming a laughing stock to others. )

My personal experience is that opposition to entry_into ternpl_es is due
to our ignorance and superstitious belief. Superstition 1s not religion. God
does not dwell in temples but in the heart of men. There must be a change
of heart and we must see to the greatness of -human beings to whatever
community they belong. :

Legislation is necessary to throw open the doors of the temples for age
long superstitions do not yield to reason. As soon as a law is enacted, peo-
ple give way. Many such practices in Hindu social customs have been
abolished by law. The opinions received so far are more in favour than
against. The Select Committee will be guided by those opinions and will
make necessary modifications that will be found useful. ;

With these few words, I support the motion for a reference of the Bill
to a Select Committee. ' 3 :

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Mr. Talukdar, with
his usual courtesy, has asked for an expression of opinion of the members of
the Planting and Commerce group on this Bill. If he does not think it
presumptuous for a layman to express an opinion, I should like to do so. If
this Bill is in advance of Hindu public opinion, it will not be effective. If it
is in accordance with Hindu public opirion, it is not necessary. 1 have
neither the knowlege nor experience to presume to offer any othcr comment
than this and members of my group feel that they are not required to express
their vote in this House on this Bill.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I should like to speak a few
words on this subject. This concerns the Hindu community. There are
two sections in this community——those who are in favour of temple entry
and those who are uot in favour. Those who are in favour of temple entry
consider the other party or other section as superstitious. ~ While the other
section, .th.ink that those who are in favour of this Bill are trying to abolish
their religion. In these circumstances it is very difficult for those who ar,
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not Hindus to express their opinion. The only point that concerns the
Legislature seems to be this. Whether in this House we should legislate
on religion. If this Bill is considered to be a Bill for improving the social
conditions of a certain section of the people among the Hindu community,
I am in favour of the Bill. I would from that stand point vote for the Bill.
But if it concerns the religious feelings of the people, I would rather remain
neutral and would rather have nothing to do with this, as it concerns

the Hindu community alone. Therefore in my opinion it scems to be
this that if this Bill is for the sake of reforming the social conditions of the

Hindu community we should all be in favour ofit. There is no one in

this country who does not regret the existence of caste system and almost

all the enlightened people among the Hindu community itself are in favour

of not having any caste system and it is very regrettable that there should be

any section in that community _who will be considered as untouchables.

This Bill seems to remove that disability or regrettable conditions in that

community. From that stand point I am very much in favour of the Bill.

But if in pursuance of this Bill the principle will be established in this

House that this House can legislate on religion against the religious feelings

of any small community, it will be a very bad precedent indeed. It will be

a very dangerous precedent ; for a smzftll community, however small it might
be, has a right in its own religious feelings. And we have no right to legislate
against any religious feelings of any community however small it might
be. So far I find it very difficult to decide whether this Bill relates to
religious feelings of the Hindl:l communi.ty or to social conditions. From
that stand point I think that it is only right to let the Hindu legislators only
decide on this point. I would request all the other members not to have
anything to do with it.

The Hom’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I as a member of the class fox: whom this Bill is meant, feel
that I should avail myself of the opportunity for recording my views with
regard to this motion. At the very outset, I thank the hon. member-in-
charge of this Bill for taking so much courage to bring in such a piece of
legislation which will in my opinion interfere with the religious sentiment of
the masses of people concerned, but I doubt if it will serve any useful pur- .
pose- Little good can be obtained from an action which is not done by
conviction but only done under compulsion. Opinions that have been
obtained from the people are very few. It is very doubtful if the views of
the few people consulted will be _accepted by the interior village people.
Opinions are very few in comparison to the masses of people concerned.
Also it is doubtful if these few people can persuade them to abide by the

rovisions of the Bili. What is our experience in such matters amongst the
educated class of people in towns ?  When there is a social ceremony held
in certain quarters, the family members, though willing to give them equal
treatment to the members of the Scheduled castes cannot do it owing to the
objections raised by some. What we find in educated society even is that
though some people are against the idea of untouchability still they have not
been  able to translate their ideas into action because of objections bein
raised by some others. g

Then, Sir, I have got experience of a certain incident. Qpe day s
Scheduled caste people went to enter a Satra in the district of Noyw cc))r[:le
They got very severe resistance which resulted in serious assault to glc rﬁ
(A voice :—Were you in that group ?) No, but the people who i
assaulted were people of my community and they brought the matter to
my notice as I am their representative (A4 voice :—But you said that you
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were speaking from your own experience). I am sorry if I have used the

word “‘experience”. I would substitute the word ‘knowledge” for
“experience”. Now, the people assaulted engaged a certain pleader for

arguing their case. On the day the case was to be heard, all on a sudden
they found that their pleader was absent. After some time they came to
learn that the pleader absented himself purposely because he found that he
was going to plead in a case where his own class of people were concerned.
So, even if this legislation is passed into Act. and if the people do not abide
by the provisions, the only course available for the people of the Scheduled

.castes and for whom this Bill is meant, is to go to the Court. The hon.
:members know that these people are very poor ; educationally also they are

very backward............

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: On a point of information,

:Sir. Does the Hon’ble Minister apprehend that only the aggrieved person

can go to Court ? There is no such provision in the Bill. Anybody can
go to the Court in order to enforce the law.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Yes, but it is
those people, who would get resistance and who would be assaulted, will
have to go to the Court. If certain Scheduled caste people or if such
classes of people want to enter into a temple, even after this Bill is passed
into Act, and they get resistance which is likely to result in assault on them,
it is they who will bave to go to the Court.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : One need not go to that
extent. The law does not say that only those people who are obstructed
in entering a temple shall have to go to the Court. Anybody may go to
the Court and the Court may enforce the law at the instance of any
person.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATIH SAIKIA: It is only those
classes of people who will be interested and the burden of proof will lie on
these people only. It is they who will have to incur the expenditure of
going to the Court and the House very well know that these people cannot
afford to do so. So, I say, Sir, that unless and until the Caste Hindus
voluntarily agree to the entry into temple of Scheduled caste and other
people, this Bill will not give the benefit which is intended to be given to

them.

So, Sir, my attitude towards this motion will be that I shall not take
part in the voting ; I shall remain neutral. I entirely leave the matter to
caste Hindus to decide whether they should allow these classes of people for
whom this Bill is meant to enter into a temple or not.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I think the matter has been suchiently
discussed, and I now ask the Hon’ble Minister to exercise his right of

reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. De ut
Speaker, Sir, this Bill, as has been pointed out by some notable persons Iivh(}),
have givex} their opinion, is based on a confusion of civic and social right
The question before the hon. members of the House is whether they cong‘d A
it worthwhile to legislate on social rights which are connected with reli 1der
1f the members of the House are convinced by the long speeches v%}ll?(r;lh
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- instead of mccting the points raised by me, should

I can never regard the way in which the Hon’ble Minister is car

‘Bill seems to have left the entire speech-makin

1940] ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 1659

have been delivered in support of this Bill that any new civic right is going
to be enforced or any polirical disability is going to be removed then they
will be perfectly competent to pass a legislation of this kind. The hon.
Hindu members of this House know that there are wvarious social customs
connected with religion and it is absolutely unthinkable that the House
should legislate on them. For instance, Sir, certain days of penance are
prescribed after death of near relatives. There is already difference of
opinion as to whether a non-Brahmin sh_ou]d observe “asaucha’ for 30
days or for 11 days. Can there be any legislation laying down that the
days of penance should be restricted to 11 days only ? ~ Would any Hindu
tolerate it P '

Then, again, Sir, there is social custom of shaving one’s hair,
moustache and everything on the 11th or on the 30th day (Loud laughter
from all sides of the House). I ask my hon. friend Mr. Talukdar whether
he would submit to.the shaving of his moustache by_}egis}ation (Loud laughter
again). I am speaking very seriously. Would he 11'ke ifa Bill is brought
before the House by a member of the Assam Legislative Assembly compelling
him against his will to shave his beard on the day of penance ? I pause
for a reply.

‘Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, I refuse to answer such a
silly question. I am really sorry to‘find that a responsible Hindu Minister,

I 80 "to the length of
indulging in humourous remarks such as shaving one’s moustache in the

midst of such a serious discussion. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether
he would have raised such childish objections at the time when the Sarda
Act, the Widow Remarriage Act and the Suttee Act were passed ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: These thinga: will be subsequently decided
by vote. :I'hope the hon. members will not disturb the Hon’bJe Minister
now.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I take it
Sir, that my hon. friend Mr. Talukdar would not submit to that tyranny, ’

Srijut GAURI KANTA TA]:..UKD_AR: Sir, I consider the matters.
in which the Hon’ble Minister is indulging as not only silly ‘but offensive.

We are:discussing a matter which is of vital importance to the Hindus and

» o ITYIng op
the debate either as graceful or helpful. It indicates a sad mentality of the

.Hon’ble Minister. So I retuse to be dragged into such a debate,

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT
there is the danger of a legislation of this kind interfering with socia
arid pr’ivileges- My hon. friend Mr. Talukdar who has
lengthy speech n this Bill, must take it as a valuable contribution tq th
debate on this Bill. But there is a saying in our country,  which i:

(RS (F @5 Vg that is tosay, the sced I3 bigger - than \ihe ot el
There is another saying “@fofigets 7fe ®195” that is to Say, the lace is

longer than the gown itself (laughter). My hon. friend the mover of this

: S8 to my hon. fj
Mr. Talukdar. He has not touched my main point, ¥ Hiom. litlend

So, Sir,

1 right
made 2 \g,e S
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Sir, one pertinent question was asked—Whether it concerns the religious
feelings of any particular community. Now there is no doubt, Sir, that in
this country there are orthodox and unorthodox Hindus. There is absolutely
no doubt that the feeling of the orthodox Hindus will be wounded. They
seriously and sincerely believe that an entry into temples of all kinds of people
will defile the temples. That feeling is very unfortunate and I do not for a
moment encourage that feeling, but the fecling is there.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, may we know whether
he is in favour of the Bill or against it ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That he will speak out. You need not
be anxious.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, we want to know what
is the attitude of the Hon’ble Minister towards this Bill.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am dilat-
ing my points, and I am developing my arguments. There are various
stages of debate and they must not be forgotten by a debator. First, the
point at issue, then the arguments, and then the conclusion (laughter).

Now, Sir, there are, as I have said, orthodox and unorthodox people.
This Bill is being sponsored by unorthodox people and I challenge my hon-
friend Mr. Talukdar if he can say that he has entered any temple, evena
big and important temple like Kamakhya within the last 20 years.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: It pains me very much to
find that the Hon’ble Minister instead of meeting the various points raised by
us is indulging in personal attacks and references. .

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He may or
may not reply to my question.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : The Hon’ble Minister seems
to be making a fun. However for the information of the Hon’ble Minister
I may tell him that I have entered not only the famous Kamakhya Temple
but several other temples of Kamrup frequently.

(Interruptions).

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I won’t allow any amount of interrup-
tions like this. Order, order. If there be anything unparliamentary I shall
see to it.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: When I ask
the hon. member any question he may or may not reply, but he should not
use unparliamentary language.

(At this stage Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar rose to speak).

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, if
you do not protect me it will be impossible for me to proceed.

Now, Sir, as T have said, my greatest grievence is that this Bill has been
sponsored by people who do not care two pence for the sanctity of the tem-
ples (voices—question). I have already questioned whether the only vehement
supporter of the Bill had ever cared to go inside a temple. [A voice—He is
not allowed). Heis allowed but he did not care. Now by the provision of
this Bill the feelings of the orthodox Hindus are alienated whereas the unor-
¢hodox peopple do not care a bit for the sanctity of the temple at all. This




194.0] ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 © 1661

is a very peculiar position and I do not know what to say. Naturally if the
members of the Scheduled castes are allowed this sort of thing, if the move
had come from the orthodox people who really take a serious view of this
thing, the Scheduled caste people would have felt assured that they would be
protected not only by the provisions of this Bill but also by the society. But
here this Bill is only supported by the people who do not care for the inter-
est of what is known as orthodox or Sanatan Dharma and so the Scheduled
Caste people will have no protection except what is given by legislation.

Then, let us for a moment recall to mind the effect of the Sarda Bill
which makes it penal for any one to give his daughter in marriage under a
certain age. I ask, Sir, I think I need not ask but I can definitely state, Sir,
that the Brahmin members of that group (Pointing to Congress) had delibe-
rately gone against the Sarada Act and given their daughters under the
prescribed age in marriage. Even the Leader of the Opposition is not free
from that weakness nor the members of the Congress group who seem to be
in favour of such a forward legislation to-day.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: f3 faais amg AfafEfeq edve fasa
zfg Sarda Act %9 Caty €73 IaiT Streg JIFIY A5 HiTF Agwa IR
sifefwr A GleMAMR FTaCs ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No interruptions please.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I only
wanted to show, Sir, that mere passing of a piece of legislation will not really
bring about social reforms and the application of the Sarda Act is an inst-
ance in point. Everyone of us knows that even in the town of Gauhati
after the passing of that Act several marriages were celebrated by the lead-
ing people in high Congress politics—not to speak of others—thus delibe-
rately breaking that law. :

Now, in this case surely unpleasantness will arise if this law is not
pbacked by the leaders of the society. This law has laid down a penal clause.
The clause is that any one who prohibits the entry of a Scheduled caste people
B a <Harijan’ into a temple will be punished with a term of imprisonment or
with a fine. Whois going to cor_nplain ?  The person who was prohibited.
If so, how is he going to get evidence ? Even if a conviction takes place,
will not that create further unpleasantness ? Now-a-days the Hindu society
has advanced and has adva_nced a great deal. Not to speak of allowing
people in the temples, some Hindus have gone to the length of taking food,

1.6, inter-dining) with the people of the Scheduled castes. We do not think
it derogatory to allow a man of the Scheduled caste to enter the room where
we are taking food. Now, all these are going on without interference by the
State. If at this juncture when we are progressing, there is a piece of legis-
lation which goes to the length of prosecuting and punishing a person who
on account of religious belief does not allow a person to enter a temple then
this amity and good understanding would disappear. Would not thig iece
of legislation rather stop than improve the progress of social reform ? S

That 1s the point which has got to be considered before you cast a vote
on either side. ;

Then, Sir, who is going to decide this question ?  Whether we want a
Jaw on this subject or not ? It is the concern of my hon. friend on the right
who represents the Scheduled castes, but he has expressly stated thatghe
does not wish to take any part in it, and there are other members of the

°
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Scpeduled «castes in this House who have not come forward to express theil’
opinion at all. But it is the caste Hindus who have got to decide this ques-
tion, but the majority of the caste Hindus are in the Congress group. They
have no liberty of thought in this matter because it is a part of the Congress
creed to remove untouchability. So they cannot hold an independent
opinion.. Here in Assam, Scheduled.and caste Hindus are living peacefully
together ; here in Assam social reform is going on steadily, but.my hon:
friends,. the caste Hindus in the Congress group, are bound to express their
opinion in one way only. They cannot but express their opinion in favour
of the Bill. Now who is going to decide this question ? '

It is a well-known fact that in no other province in India, except Madras
where the doctrine of untouchability had been dragged to a shameful extent,
any attempt has been made to have a Bill of this kind. In the Central Assem-
bly there was at one time an attempt to have a Bill of this kind, but the idea
was dropped. Now, Sir, this is an important question, whether we in Assam
should have this legislation when' there'is’ no such legislation in other parts
of India where there are important temples ?

(At this stage the clock struck 4 p.m.)

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2'p. m. on Friday the 22nd
November, 1940.

A. K. BARUA,

SHILLONG, Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly

The 10th Fanuary, 1941.
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