Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Assembled after the First General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican

Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Awsembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A.m., on Tuesday, the 3rd April, 1956.

FRESES |

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B. L., Speaker in the Chair,
the nine Ministers, the two Depury Ministers, the two Parlia-
mentary Secrctarics and seventy Members,

Resumption of debate on the Private Member’s
Resolution 77: Location of Qil Refinery in Assam

Shri BITOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I was speaking yesterday about the constroction of the Assam
Link in a record time.  We i Assam remember that work with
ai'(:cling of gratitude to all concerned, In the same way, the
difficulties which we face due to the transport bottleneck can
be removed within the shortest possible time.

To meet the demand of the Refinery some additional petrol
wagons will be necessary. - We think this is not an insurmount-
able difficulty. "The location of the Refinery may be in any
place in Assam  from where the additional requirements in
locomotives and rolling stock will cost less.

Then again, Railway is not the only or the best method of
transport for oil.  More than anything clse . the pipeline is the
symbol of petroleum  transport, l)u:u{lsv, pcetroleum begins and
ends its journey from the depths of the carth to its point of
ultimate consumption in pipe, Tankers, harges, tank trucks and
tank cars are used, as secondary methods of transportation.

In War time, refined oil was sent out of Digboi Refinery
by pipelines. It may be said that the route which was then
used cannot be taken up now, as that reeion falls in Pakistan.
That might have been an casier route. But there is no reason
why we should not be able to find out an alternative route,
suitable for our purpose under the prescnt circumstances. It is
difficult to imagine that such a pipeline is impossible to be made
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through Indian territory at present. Itis truc that a pipeline
e 1 il = o L «
for refined oil will need constant repairing as the chances of

l(':dk;lg(.‘. are greatcr i:! SUC line. Lut i!h';r' are lllillOI‘
problems.

As a matter of fact, 1t 15 reported that the Assam Qil
({r;rnp:u:y has },z_'u;;r,‘.fi to spend Rs 7 crores on a 900 mile
pipchine from Naharkativa to Calcutta. Thev want to take
out the crude oil by this pipeline. We do not see why this

pipeline cannot be so improved as'to be used to take out the
refined oil instcad of crude oil, from the refinery  installed some-

where 1n Assam.

If any additional amount i+ necessary for such improvement
of the pipeline, the Government ol India may be pleased to

grant it,

[ may quote from a book nf.' ‘UHI.H}I'il‘\' on this subject that
“while this system has not attained its full development, the
gasoline pipr:]inr- i ('f;Ullmllll":l”}“;1])_I)Ilcl‘l3)lr'. to special situation
where trmlspnrl:uiun by water 1s imoracticable.  The pipeline
movement of gasoline is feasible where there isa supply in
excess of nearby requirement and concentrated markets exist

into which this supply can be moved.”’

We will have petrol excess of our requirements in Assam.
We can move the surplus throucgh pipeline to Caleutta where
there is concentrated market. In this way we can also solve
the basic economic problem of maintenance of  equilibrium

between supply and demand.

The argument that on the ground of proximity of market
the Refinery is to bc 1n Calcutta cannot convince anvbody.,
Somcbody may also say on that ground tlm! as tea is mostly
marketed outside the State o the country, so its manufacturing
also should be outside the State. It this principle is accepted,
manufacturing plants of many irr'rr(lqstrfcs in India will have to
change their present location. I'his is someting absurd. We
do not sce why this point 1s SO pressed in the case of the oil

Refinery alonc.

Sir, but it may bec scen that at the end of the Firgt Plan
period, the level of per capita income in Assam is expected to
be Rs, 250 against Rs. 282 for all-India. In the Sccond Plan,
Assam’s Draft Plan target shows an increase of 158 per cent in
national income ard 92 per cent i per capita income as
against 25 per cent and 19 per cent respectively in the National

)
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Plan Frame target. This iv an  aspect which needs special
attention. The Planning Commission has accepted the prin-
ciple of removing regional and individual dispanty in the
country. Every thing iv to be planned on the basis of this
fundament.l principle It the disim;u'il\.‘ in mcome 1s to be
removed, then Awam is 1 be given additonal industrial facility
which alone can augment the income. The new oil Refinery

may give some impctus to the local people to take up some kind
of ancillary development work for the benetit of the State.

It is estimated that there will be 277 thousand unemployed
in Assam during the Second Plan period.  The Revised Draft
Second Five Year Plan for Assam doces not create scope tor so
many jobs. It has been stated in the Report of the Draft Plan
for Assam that “the additional employment likely to be created
by 1960-61 falls short appreciably of the required number of
job opportunitics.”” Thus the problem of unemployment s
looming large in Assam.  Educationally Assam 1s one of the
foremost States in India.  So the problem of educated young-
men is being keenly felt in Assam.  An industry such as an oil
Refinery is likely to give much scope for cducated unemployed
y()lltl|5. \\'(' ('llll.\i(lt‘l' il {O l\(‘ nni“\[ Lo l.l‘\(‘ AW “‘\ Ihi:.; nl\l“\r[n..
pity from them. '

Sir, I do not know how to give expression to  that intense
Fccling which has arisen in the hearts of men and women of
Assam at the reported move for location of the new Refinery
outside the State. It is ot only o feeling of resentment, it is
much deeper. The people of Assam 18 feeling  that a great
wrong 1s going to be done upon them.  They feel more sad
than angry. Gradually a feeling of frustration and hopelessness
is crecping in.  This is, T consider, more dangerous or  injurious
than anything clsc. "T'he atmosphere can be cleared with some
gestures of goodwill and sympathetic treatment from the Centre
to this State. I do not suggest that the Centre is not sympathe-
tic to Assam. Our Leaders in the Centre are pre-occupicd with
very great national problems. [t is [or us to draw their atten-
tion to the problems of our State.  We have to convince them.
I have no doubt that we shall bhe able to do so. Because we
know ours is the right stand and justice and equity support our
case, I request the Government of Assam to move the Union
Government in this regard and convince them that it is essential
from the point of view of India and Assam that the new
Refinery should be located somewhere in Assam.

With these words, Sir, T commend my Motion for the
acceptance ol the Iouse.
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Ml". "PEAKI‘JR I} ti!f“ ])iE)f‘J]_i(, are ‘””Stlll(‘tcd‘ thcv
may be tampered with.  Have vou any suggestion how they can
be protected 2 Can it be done byv Village Defence Party?

Shri B1JOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI : Sir, I did
not rule out Railway Transport. I suggested that the addi-
tional railway wagons may he ;;rr-\'irlml_ We can ticpcnd on
the pipelines. [ am sure that they can be protected. Sir,
Petroleum is a very essential commaodity for India as a whole.
Supposing another world war breaks out.  India will have to
depend for the supply of ol produced 1 India. This State 1is
important f{rom the strategic point of view and the Government
f)fblll(]iit will have to take Spree 1.1l measures to PI'“I('l‘I it. SO,
I do not think that there is anyv special danger for the pipeline.
Again if there is another war, most probably neuclear weapons
may be resorted to, and a city like Calcutta will be more

vulnerable than any other part in Assam in such a warkie.
Although there will be danger for every partin an emergency,
}'l'[ jl W‘i” })(: mur‘h more ‘i thiose grreal cities with t‘(mt‘t‘ntration
of industries than in this

Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moved 1s

. resources of crude oil suflicient for annual
ot finished products have been
Naharkatiya and other areas

regsion,

c««Whereas large
production of one million tons
estimated in Hoogrijan, Moran,

of the State of Assam ; and .
W hereas crude oil is a natural wealth of the State and in

all fairness the benefit of employment and industrial development
arising out of this ﬁn(l-shoul‘(l be available to the people of the
State particzularly in view r;f l_lw. cmnp'ar.a_u.vely less de\f(:lopcd

and limited possibilities of its industrial

economy of the Statc | . f :
development and in view of depletion of the mineral wealth of

the State ; and
Whereas the reported move to set up the proposed refinery
ing crude oil extracted m the State of

outside Assam for processit .
Assam, if given effect to, will deprive the pcople of Assam of the
full economic benefit of this industrial project and whereas the

people of Assamm fecl much concerned and deeply aggrieved at
the reported move for location of the refinery outside

Assam ; and

Whereas export O
if exported outside the State
State of higher revenucs and
and

f crude oil extracted from these mines,
hefore processing will deprive the
additional employment facilities ;
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Whereas Assam has long been claiming her rightful share
of the Excise Revenue derived from petroleum produced at
Digboi as the said tax is but a form of royalty which belong to
the State sutlering depletion of 1ts natural capital wealth through
the working of the mines and as such the locaton of the necw
refinery outside the State of Assam will add to this injustice ; and

Whereas up tll now not a single Central scctor l.ll‘g(‘ scale
il’](lll‘i[l'.;ll })I'uj('cl h-la ]nrr;l .ﬂl«\’.tc\i {o Assam to .\[up lll(‘ 3_{1‘1\\\‘[]1
of regional disparity  in  cconomy between Assam and the
industrially advanced units of the Indian Union which will be
further widencd by the location of the new refinery outside
the State.

This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam
do urge upon the Government of India to take necessary steps
for location of the proposed oil refinery at a suitable place
in Assam’ .

Shri LILA KANTA BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
resolution moved by myv  Friend, Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavad,
1S a very impnrl._mt resolution  as it vitally concerns Assam, I
want to speak a tew words in support of the resolution.

Sir, the Indian Union produces very little of potroleum.
Along with the separation of Burma and partition of the country,
Indm was [).I';l(.'lltiilll}" lett  without any important oil field.  All
important oil ficlds fell within® Burma and Pakistan.  The only
Ql.l field in the Indian Union is the Assam Oil Field at
Digboi.

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is only 15 minutes.

Shri LILA KANTA BORA : But the production of oil trom

the Assam Oil TMield can satisfv only a fraction of our demand-
i.e., only 7 per cent ol the needs.  PFor satistying the rest of
her demand India is to import petroleum and crude oil to the
extent of worth 32 crores a year. 'The actual requirement of
our country of petroleum and petroleum products 1s about 3-75
million tons. This huge quantity of oil has to be 1mported
from abroad every year. In order to mecet the growing demands
of our industries as well as home consumption, the Government
of India decided to establish some refineries in India Dby
bringing the entire crude oil from abroad. With that end in
view the Government invited some foreign companies to
establish their refineries in India and ultimately three companies
have been established at Tronebay in Bombay for refining crude
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oil. The most import:nt of these companies is the Burmah
Shell. It is expected that when these relineries  will go into

0
|

full swing by 1957 they will mect about 40 per cent of our
I'f:(lll[l"f'll'lf.'?”s 11t for the rest [:l 1.1 will have to lnuk {tO Ull]l‘l'

S()IIH'(:A‘._ The Assam Ol (frn:zu;p.::;'; a a  resilt ”t."lll“\'(‘}.'.\‘ by
geophysical mnethods decided to drill at Naharkatia and they
have Cmu;:h:tf'rl one well here in the year 1955 where it strucic
oil In considcrable quantty bBelow 10,000 {eet ~9«'}lll|. Since

then two more wells at Moran and Hugrijan have been com-

';](-ltj(] ;”]r] !]“- (:t;l'lllj.i:lj,- (7_:_1;(‘1{ o) r-.-;.“‘;,]pz,- 9 wells in (l“

Dy 1936 111 tlzi.& arca.

In the meanwhile an intensive programime t)l-})l'().‘il)l'\‘liﬂg
y.Een IJ]I‘I(‘II.I.!,I'H au'..'ul‘-.'il::;f a i‘.f'.:*.‘;.' t;.l;aii.ll g-,\-l,,:n(“l““..

Vacuum Oil Company and  the American
leum Limited are engaved in prospecting oil. It
labour and :.:;nl;:l so spent will be fully

oil has |
The Standard
()verseas Petro
1S (','-:rn'(;l_f:rf that the
paid back.

to late Santiswarup l’,lu.lt.u:-,g;”:‘- SRR,
of Natural Resources and Scientific Research,

According

p. oo Ministry Sles- . . i _
et Lo ht bhe other oil finds in Manipur and Tripura, Sir,

there 17 ]!_1)'1\«"' discovered in - Assem additional o1l fields in
P re < 3 - . o ey ; . . "

as WC areca, ds there 1s the pusmlulit} of finding other

Na“;.,rkut‘ld Manipur and Tripura and as the present Relinery
oil h(-tms 0 "annf;t cope  with this additional crude oil, it 1s
at Dlg]‘)()]..(’- tn establish a new  Relinery in Assam. But,

corry to learn that there is an attempt to establish
outside Assam. If this 1s I'(.';Lll}' done, there will
iragedy for Assam, there will  be no  greater
Assam’s demand is not based on sentiment,
it is based on justicc. There are a
which we can show the reasonableness
Refinery to be established in

‘¢ L ¥ & ’ I-(:
Sir, w¢ &'~
this Refincry.
be no grfa;(}'\gqam.
T ice 1IC = i
1_nJu.s‘t1 agcd on reason,
it 18 USor grounds o1

number, Jice of claiming the ) hg ub
or the ui fv\‘fould like to mention a few of them here :
Assarnl. .
is a very hackward and Un(lCl‘(lCVC]OpCd

Firstlys A;jid not et a  single major industrial project
State. bth'rS’" plan period. In the past she was neglected
o the P10 Seany  industrial development  worth consi-
d(;prlvf;l .fshe is again neglected and deprived of her
deratiomn, aflnd rightful claim of cstablishing the refinery in
legitimate ; disparity in economic devclopment  from  which
Assam, € Tsufferring will still be widened and the idea
Assam D ed development or balanced economy of the country
of balanct™ 1 remain unrealiscd and will remain a5 a dreg,
as a whole for years to come. -
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Secondly, Sir, we have seen in the Budyget speech of our
Finance Minister that the cmploviment arc hikely to be created
in the Sccond Plan period.  Opportunities that fall far short of
our requircment so, additional avenues for employment  must
also be found out Now, if this rchnery 1Is  established
in Assam then it will hring additional opportunitics of employ-
ment for our yvouths.  Sir, it will indeed be a great tragedy

for Assam and most untortunate tor the vouths of Assam if the
economy ol our State cannot fiind emplovment for our vouths.

Thirdly, Sir, from the point of view of Assam’s raw
material also, she has a far better claim for installation of
the refinery in Assam then anvawhere else in the Indian Union,
and the argumcent advanced against its installation in Assam
on the ground that rehined oil will have to be marketed out-
side this State does not hold vood., For |\|'1‘Xilllil}' to market
is not the only consideration for location of an industry.  There
are other considerations such as the availability of raw materials,
availability ol capital, cconomy in the cost of producaon which
go to determine the locition of an industry. It we examine these
factors, onc by one, we find that save and cexcept  the question
of proximity to market, all other considerations are in favour
of CSl&iI)“SIlill_L{ the rehinery i Assam.

Fourthly, Sir, Assiun has been deprived, rather long been
deprived of her legitimate share of excise duty on petroleum
even though  she has  sutiered depletion of  her  natural
resources by way of working in the mines. If now, Sir, Assam
is again deprived of her rightiul claim  for installation of the
refinery, it will be nothing but addine insult to injury  from
which she has already sutlered. i

Lastly, the condition in (he mming lease  itself to  the
effect "h?‘t no licensee can cxXport crude [‘n‘lrnlcum from India
unless it 18 converted to [-(:fin(\(l ”“’ (:|(‘.ll‘l}’ cmbodies the basic
principle that the cconomic  henefits of  the refining process
must - accrue to the State producing  the raw materials.  This
clearly shows that Assam has also ) ﬁq‘llti'ul claim for establish-
ing the refinery within her boundaries,

From all thosc considerations we find that Assam’s claim
is legitimate, natural, just and at the same time rightful.  We
therefore urge upon  the Union  Government and also appeal
to our Prime Minister to consider a]] these things very carefully
and sec that Assam is not once again wronged, Assam is not
deprived of her legitimate claim for cstablishing the refinery in
Assam.



1432 PRIVA I'E .‘ﬂf",.‘dhff{‘d R ES( MLUTTIONMNS (38D APRIL

With hese cw words — ! é
my Friend [:;} % f;’\_'r_ "~U(l.- ; | upport Hif"'rc.ﬂiillﬁ!nll moved bv
h 1C g it 1rl ,{,l(,}' :]l;llltll’.l I})],‘i;_;.l\'.':[]. ;{:‘.(1 I (l(, r.,inc(\rcl.}o
hope that the House will accord full support to this very
important resolution.

Th:tlnk :.'(Hl, SJI‘
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : \Mr. Speaker, Sir, . [

Mr. SPEAK},R Mr. f\‘lrvhf.;rrjr'r will SI)!':lk now.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI:  Mr. Mookerjee will give

his reply to the Resolution.

Shri DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: g2 =ITABAT wH srpl

g A=xa (@ M, AL

Ffgar=a ATF

VOu giving vour reply to  the

Mr. SPEAKER: Are
Resolution, Mr. Mookerjee ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOXKER JEE (Minister) :  Yes,
Sir. :
Mr. SPEAKER : All right, Mr. Goswami will speak

then.
#Shri HARES

sincerely and whole-hearttedly
by my Friend, Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati, regarding

establishment of the oil refinery in Assam. Sir, this resolution

is very momentous 0onec and 1t d_nr.:s not come a day earlier,
and I believe if we can put _sufhcu:nt pressurc, .1hcn the oil
refinery will have to bc ultimately r'sta})llsIIC(l in India for
the reasons in favour of establishing th_ls refinery in Assam

are much stronget than thosc against 1t.

WAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, 8ir, 1

support the resolution moved

before starting the forecign refinery in the
17 inillion gallons refined petrol

Sir, India had,
hundred million gallons.

country an annual production o

as against her rcquirements of 7 ;
This means that we have only 1/10th of our requirements

produced here. Of this again the Assam Oil Company refine 5

thousand barrels a day. Itis also known to the House that
to the tune of 65 crores of rupees a

India imports petrol : . :
hortage is dramage of financial resources.

year.  This huge s
When we have to finance our big plans for the develop-
ment of our country, it 1s known that if a proper survey is made,

’f_“_en petrol belt may be found in various other places. Till

*Speech not corrected.

PP P e —
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recently it was thonshe that Dizbor was the only place where

etrol was available.  DBut now it has been found out that
this ])t.'ll'ni belt extends bevond Naharkaua and cven up to
Jorhat as some people <y, 1f again a  proper survey is
made, it may be found that petral resources existing in India
may not only be sutiicient to meet her internal consumption
alone, but in all probability she may be in a position to export
to other countrics as has been  very :i;:hﬂ\ said by the Russian
Deputy Minister, Mo, Mukovan the other day that within a few
years India will plav o very important role in the matter
of petrol produ tior.  Theretore, Sir, it may be safely stated
that we have immense potenuahitics for the development of
this industry.  ‘This industry 15 not & nominal industry, because
pctrol is something like the Lc-blood 1o the industrial system

as a whole., and to-dav we find the countiy which are rich 1in

pclrol or the countryv whi:ch has the command over pcll‘ul
has also the command over the world strategy.  Therefore,
Sir, it is all the more essental to find out the available
resources of pctrol and make our country self-suflicient.

We have through an  acreement  with  America and
England started three relineries, namely  the Standard Vacuum
of America, Caltex  of America and Burmashell of England.
Of these the Standard  Vacuum  of America and Burmashell
of England have been located in Bombay and the Caltex
has been located at Vijagapatam in Andhra State.  The only
reason for locating thosc vetineries in those places is  that the
crude oil that 1s being 1mported from the Middle East can
be conveniently brought i to  those places.  But so far as
Assam is concerncd, we have heard that the Naharkatia oil
field offers us immense  potentialiy {or s development and
within these 2 years not less than 12 oil wells have been
drilled and of these 9 wells have proved very successtul.  So,
Sir, there is a possibility ol getting more crude oil in Assam.
Having crude oil in our midst and having our experience
of refining itin our State if we now allow this crude oil to
be taken away from Assam (o another State for getting it
refined, then 1t will be o wrong proposition.  The ideas about
location of industries at any places have changed in the
meantime and today the proximity to the areas of the
natural resources, proximity to the source of power and the
proximity to a markct are the only factors which decide the
Jocation of a particular industry.” In locating an industry
the defence factor also comes into consideration and as a
matter of fact in the new cconomic planning report of England

| it is said that the maximum importance has to be given
i to on the natural factor and also on the strategic factor, But,
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Sir, this idea has been changed due to the invention of fast flying
]')';Ul("~-3 and the (!i‘-,cu'«.'rl"\' ol atom and i:"\"gl‘n;j(‘il bombs I.L‘a(lS
us to believe that no place in the carth can besaid to be safe
within the orbit of such a bomb. Therefore, it will be wrong
if we say that the location of the refinery if located in
Assam, the security position may be jeopardised.  Assam holds
an important position  from the  pomnt of strategy and
Assam being the sentinal of India, we must make 1t self-
sufficient in cvery matter, if  possible, by  finding all the
requirements of defence even. Ol being an important clement,
it is necessary that we (lt‘k’f']f-;n the o1l iilrhl.\'[l'}‘ to the fullest
extent to enable the State to prosper thereby.  Sir, the Compa-
I have 1(-{'1'1'1(-(] to imvested about 50 crores of rupces n
India and today if we can find another refinery here then
they will invest about another 10 or l-—‘h crores  of  rupees to
multiply oil. The Standard Vacuum Oil Company of Bombay
employ 701 pcople in all and out of them 6140 are Indians,
Therefore, the possibility of finding ecmployment through a
refinery is also there. I do not say that l)},: cmployment alone
our desire for having the rchinery here i Assam  will be
fulfilled. But there is no doubt that if the refinery is started
here, it will not only give employment to many ol our people,
but it will bring into existence a Slll).\i(li:i'ry il_l(lustry which will
play an important role in the cconomic f;_u'tor. One very
important point is that all those Companies I referred to
alrecady are not only producing ])(:]I'f)l but are producing
gasolin, kerosene, diescl oil, industrial fuel, ctc. And thus if we
can also produce all these bye-products of petrol, then they
will fulfil much of our requirements.  Sir, when the location of
the petrol field is here, it is necessary that the proposed refinery
should also be started here and if crude oil can be brought here
to India through pipes, it is also possible as my Friend, Shri
Bhagavati, has suggested to get therefined oil from our State
to other places where it is mostly required.  What is really
amazing is that thc Assam Oil  Company which has been
getting so much concession from the Government of Assam
and which has earned a huge profit by cxpl(_ntmg the resources
of our State, itself is thinking of having the refinery in
Calcutta, It was expected of the Company to make Assam
aS the place of refinery. Sir, we have also seen that
€ven in our Second Five Year Plan our expectations have not
een respected. We have not got a big industry worth the
Dame. We have not got any project of which we can boast.
Therefore, it is all the more necessary that such a refinery
should be started in Assam and the people of Assam may be
given this hope that their casc is not neglected.  Sir, yesterday
Shri Bhagavati, while speaking on this Resolution, said that

nies

PUPSPPSG———
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the Prime Minister some  time aco was thinking about the
technical obstacle that might stand on the way of starting this
refinery in Assam. Sir, this technical obstacle will always
be there, and we have to overcone that techmcal obstacle.  No
obstacle is so creat today as to hamper the development of
anything. I am sure that, when so many factors are in our
favour, when the oil field itself is  here, when we have got
also the experience in the matter, and when the strategic
conditions also demand that this refinery should be started
in Assam, the technical obstacle will not stand on the way
and we will be able to find wavs and means to overcome this
technical obstacle.

With these words, Sir, T support the Resolutien and
hope that this Resolution will not be considered as a resolution
alone but as the concentrated aspiration  of the people of
Assam, as the will of the people of Assam and we believe
that even though this Resolution is  passed, the Government
should also move in the matter and thereby  strengthen the
matter and thus make known the Central Government that it
is not only the desire of the Government alone but the people
of Assam also stand behind the Government in the matter and
I am sure the Government of ITn lia  will not disrespect the will
of the people of Assam.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to the hon. Member who has
moved this resolution and also to those who have taken part
in the discussion. Sir, there is no denying the fact as has
been stated by all the hon. Mcembers who spoke on  this
resolution—that it is the desire of the people of Assam  that the
second refinery should be established within our State.  Sir,
I shall confine myself only to the main aspects of the resol-
ution, that (1) up till now not a single cential sector large scale
industrial project has  been  allotted to Assam to  stop the
growth of regional disparity and (2) the second refinery shm_lld
be established at a convenient place within the State. charcl}ng
import of petroleum from outside I do not like to say anything
because that does not concern us at present.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is your production 4

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : About
12-5 million gallons.

Mr. SPEAKFR : What is the percentage of your produc
fion to the total requirements of India ?
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JELE (Minister): So far
a5 my information goc .1t about 8 per cent.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDIHI (Chief Minister): In the

current vear theyv want to produce about three lakh tons.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then it comes to about 10 per cent.
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Every

onc (]f;_‘,'irf::, that the i::ap'l'-" tion of jpretroicuin hould be i!l('l'(‘ilSl‘.t].
It is the desire of the Central Governme:nt as well as of the
] i 1 rerard 1o the location of

State Government. The isaue : | )
the crude oil of the Naharkatia
mainly centred the point that

lllC I'ffﬁlll‘l}' \*.'Ilft || 1” PrOCess

oil ficlds and the resolition o ed '

the second refinery should be cstablished nside this State, 1
shall confine myself to that particular pomt.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Bhasavati’s main point was to give

us more cmployment. He also said that the o1l could be
carried through pipes.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): [ shall

deal with those points. We all want more and more employment
So far as the technical side is concerned, I

for our pcople. : ;
for  overcoming  the

shall simply j_{i\-‘(: a few fsll'{_'}:f"‘ll-f)lls
difficu:1ties.

Mr. SPEAKER : Will the technical sidde  over-ride the
human side ?

Shri BAIDYANATIH MOOKERJEE (Minister): No,
Sir, as I have said, we are dircetly interested in the  employmen:
potential of the refinery, Whi(-!l would process  the crude
petroleum of the Naharkatia Oil Ficlds.

Sir, this matter was discussed in a meeting of the  Assam
Pradesh Congress Committce and a r(:s;(‘)lutmn was adopted to
this cffect. 'The rezolution was duly f_ur\zvnrtlcr.l to the State
Government for nccessary action /\s it was rightly pointed
out by Mr. Goswami, that cven if this matter was not raised on
the floor of the Assembly the Government would have taken
Necessary steps and as a matter of fact, Sir, Government have
taken necessary steps cven  before the A. P C. C. passed
that resolution. A rosolution to this ellect was also passed
in the Assam Political Conference at Barpcta a few weeks
back. Now, it was mentioned by Mr. Bhagavati that there
is a clause in the licence that no oil should go outside
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India without being refined. Most probably his  intention was
that similarly it micht be imnterpreted that no erude  oil
should be cxportcd outside the State without being refined.

Mr. SPL:\I\T R: It the argument applies to India, it
applics to Assam also I it is good for India, it is good for
Assam also.

Shri BAIDYANATH \I()()I\IRIII (l\lnnnster): Yes,
Sir, that is myv contenion also.  The refinery at Digboi
('mpIO)‘.\ a labour ftorce of over 2 000 \\-‘-ll\tl.\. Now, we
requirc personnel, both technical and non-technical, for the
new refinery  or the increase of technical  personnel  we
have increased se:t. in the science classes of our Colleges.
We have also  taken other measures by opening technical
institutions to have our own technical personne i. Now, if
thesc emplovinent potentialities yo outside the State it will
no longer be wise on our  part to give such tr:\inin-.:, to a
considerable number of our students only to sece them un-
employed. When  we  are trving to increase the number
of technical personnel we must keep in view that  when
they finish  their  training they  get proper employment.
We have also taken up  this matter with -the Assam  Oil
Company and certain intormation has been  called for from
them. When we receive  the intormation  we shall be. 1
am sure in a stronger footing to  take up this matter
with the Government of India. Now. Sir. apart  from the
employment potentialitics the balanced  development  of the
Union is an ideal worthy of consideration.  Very often we
hear and spcak about this. When we have decided  to
have a socialistic pattern of  socicty  in our country we
must sec that just like o human body the diflirent parts
of the coun'ry arc uniformly developed. It has  already
been mentioned by hon. Nembers that in the past we
werec not treated well and ot present also  we  are  not
very happy. Inspite of our difliculties: -the main diflicul-

being the transport bottleneck we  are struegling  hard
to develop our State, and we reasonably  expect  to get
adequatc assistance from  the  Centre to hdave the aspirations
of the pcople of our State fultill (.

Now, Sir, the balanced devel opnunl ot all the regions
to give cqual opportunity to the censtituent units :md to
share the wecealth (‘(|111h1b]y is a logical conclusion of a
soc1a11:.t1(: pattern of society.

sir, I have alrcady stated that it is the desire of the
eople of Assam that the new pefinery should be _lqcat.cd
within the State and 16 this is not donce, a great 1njustice
will be done, the cconomic (l(‘V(‘]opnu‘nt of the State will
be retarded and the regional cconomic balance which is the



1438 PRIVATE MEMBERS' RESOLUT ICOONS [3rD APRIL,
goal of our industrial policy will be upsct. A major in-
dustrial oil refinery <hould “in all fairness be located in

India's industrial policy since
I .

Assam. The Government ol
yroadly in the terms of the

independence has becen shaped 1
comprehensive Industrial Policy  Resolution  of 1948, The
ownership and the right to exploit and develop mineral resour-
eces vest in the State.  In  this particular case we have allow-
el a private party to cxploit  our mineral resources and
we should see that the exercise of this richt does not conflict
with the broad outlines of the National Indusirial Policy.
Now, the accepted policy  of the 1_:;1ti|'nn.xl (;r'wfvmmcnt
which has been .‘;U[)]')Ul'lf"l by the Planning (:”‘_‘"1“-‘5‘0”, and
can be seen fr(”n the ['(']u‘rll.‘- ;lll'{‘;tt!?.‘ I)ll])h"}ll‘(i 18 the hilliln(:'
ed development of the Union, our stand in regard to the
second refinery is strictly in line with the policy. I the
proposed I'(fﬁl’lf'ly is ]f:(.?t('(l outside  Assam  as is talked
in certain quarters there will be lil"_ potential ‘lf‘“ﬂ"“' of
the Assam OOil Company proposing 10 the ncar future l.o
close the present refinery at Dighboi on  alleged  cconomic

reasons.
Mr. SPEAKER : What is the number of total people
employed in the Refinery ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) :  2,040.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the number of total people
living in the town of Digboi who arc depedent on it !

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : I
think, thrce fourth of it Not only m Digboi but in other
areas also where the Company is trying to cxplore oil, suffi-
cient number of people of this State 1s employed. If the
tapping js done at thc rigcht place there will be no dearth
of oil in this State. Mincral resourccs arc not inexhausti-

le capital, So it is the most legitimate claim of the people
of this State to sec that they derive adequate benefit out
of it. If the entire crude oil is taken away out of our
State our capital will be taken away. As a matter of
faCt, this is a type of capital which once you use it you
cannot replace it, it 1s exhaustible. So. the main point
1S that we must have the full benefit out of our natural
resources. We want therefore that the proposed refinery

I ——
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sheuld be located insidde our State, if It cannot be locat-
ed by the side of the existing one, it can be located at
Naharkatia, or at Jorhat or at Gauhati or even at Dhubri,
or it may be any other suitable  place, but it should be
within the State. It the crude oil can be taken outside
the State, why not the refined oil 2 If pipe lines help
in carrying the crude  oil, the refined o0il may also be
moved through the  same channel. There is river naviga-
tion route besides the railwavs through which  the refined
oil can be taken out of the SNtate. In case there are some
difficulties which mav create problems for the movement of the
rehned o1l then those dithcuities can be solved by the
techniciaiis and  engincers o the Company. If there are
difficulties, let us solve then: so that the pcople of the
State from where the raw material will be supplied do
not reasonably feel that their legitimate share has been
denied to them. Where there s will  there is a  way.
This is not such a problematic issue which cannot be solv-
ed. If some onc wants to cut a Gordian knot instead of
trying to unite it. he does not help in  solving the pro-
blem ; we want that il there is any difliculty that should
be removed by dctermined etlorts and  the aspiration  of
the people  of this State which is really just and genuine
should be fulfilled.  What is that aspiration of the people ?
It is this that the new oil refinery should be  established
in our State. ‘This Government has already taken  steps
and have moved the Central Government in this  direc-
tion and the Central Government have sent us a  tenta-
tive reply that the matter is being exdmined. This Govern-
ment will try its level best o stick to  their  views. It
must be admitted that the principal responsibility for mine-
ral development must lic with the State. Sir., I am confi-
dent that our beloved Prime Minister will do justice to
us. I am grateful to the hon. Members who have given
their considered views and  expressed the views of the
people of the State in this connection. This will streng-
then our hands. Today it has been exhibited very clearly
that one and all in this House is in favour of this Re-
solution, and it has been said (hat ecach and every inha-
bitant of the State desires that this Second Refinery should
be established within the State. So, Sir, on Dbehalf of the
Government I can say this much that, we are one with
the mover of the resolution and are pleased to give our

consent and support to.....

Mr. SPEAKER : Your consent is not necessary,
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I Minister): What
re oo zliéll‘..: lhi\ I{("

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JE
I mean to say, Sir, is this that we ;.
solution because it will strengthen our hands to tackle the

nmiatter \\‘it}l t!:(‘ ]””i"" .'u_iuw]'iiie g.

I\'Ir. SPEAK}’:R : The rﬂ'llf:dir-‘: 1s

1 {

surces of crude oil  sulficient for
tras of  hnished prn(lncls
\oran, Naharkatuya and

‘e Whereas large res
annual I)I'th!(‘,lirm of one  milhion
havc I’Jf?("n f"{i]]].‘l?(f‘l 11 ll'--nrléiu’l,
othcr areas of the State ol \ssam: and

Whereas ciude oil is a natural wealth of the State
and in all fairness the benefi of  emplovment and i ndus-
trial development arising  out of this find should be vail-
able to the ]""”Pl" of the State ]n,lrfi('lll.ll'l"\' in o vie v of
the (;f)rrlpZtT?lli\"'l}' lege (ft".'t';ni:(:fl.r-:«nlwin}’ of the State :}ml
limited possibilitics of its industrial l’n"':"fl"i”“_"”l‘”](l in view
of depletion of the mincral wealth of the State 5 and

Whereas the reported move (o sct up the proposed
refinery outside Assam for }’f'fr:f"'~illf.! crude  oil  extracted
in the State of Assam, if given cllect to, will - deprive the
people of Assem of the full cconomic benelit of this in-
dustrial project and whereas the people ol Assam feel much
concerned and deeply aggrieved al the reported move for
location of the refinery outside Assam; and

oil  extracted  from  these
State before processing  will
and additional em-

Whereas export of crude
mines, if exported outside the
deprive the State of higher revenucs
ployment facilities ; and

Whereas Assam has long been claiming her rightful
share of the Excise Revenuce derived from petroleum produced
at Dighoi as the said tax is but a form of royalty which
belong (o the State suffering depletion of its natural capi-
tal wealth through the working of the mines and as such
the location of the new refinery outside the State of Assam

Wil add o this injustice; and

Whereas up till now mnot a single Central sector large-
scale  industrial projcct has been allotted to Assamn to stop
the growth of regional disparity in economy bctween Assam
anq the industrially advanced units of the Indian Union
which will be further widened by the location of the new

refinery outside the State;




1956] PRIVATE MEMBERS' RESOLUTIONS 1441

This Assemblyv 15 of opimion  that the Government
of Assam do urge upon the Government of India to take
necessary steps for location of the proposed oil refinery at
a suitable pl.‘u:r i Assam’’

(The Resolution was adopted.)

Private Members' Resolution regarding establishment
of freight and price pool in respect of iren, steel
and salt.

*Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAMI: 2\l Speaker, Sir,
I beg to move that

“Whercas due to partition of  the country, the economy
of the entire State has been seriously  disturbed; and

Whereas  the  Raihwvay link  line  besides  remaining
breached during monsoon every vear involves longer haulage

and therefore hizher freights; and

Whereas the abolition of all the special rates had led
to a disproportionately larger increase in freight rates for
Assam, thercby causing high commodity prices and  hardship
specially to the consumers in the State of Assam;

This AssemDbly is of opinion that the Government of Assam
do move the Government of India to establish freight and
price pool in.respect of the following essential items of  imports,
ViZ—

(1) Iron and Stecl, and

(2) Salt”.

Sir, on account of the peculiar geographical position of
Assam and the transport diflicultics, the prices of essential
commodities which arc imported into Assam  arve the highest
in India. The following comparative figures explain the
position. C. I. Sheets—the price of (I, I. sheets in Calcutta
is Rs.79-8-0 per bundle and the price of the same material
at Gauhati comes to Rs.85  per bundle.  Then, salt, s
sold at Rs.2-12-0 to Rs.3-4-0 per maund at Calcutta, but at
Gauhati its price comes to Rs.5-8-0 to Rs.6-8-0 per maund. From
this it is evident that there is a big disparity in the prices of
these commodities in Assam as compared with outside Assam.

Sir, Assam 15 still  an undeveloped State depending on
other States for essential commodities. There is no like-

#*Speech not corrected.
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llhﬂf)d f)F I)rf)fll](:'.i()ll (lr "_!_I[ ;l:f‘i t{.‘-.l i“ -\““;ll”. in any
f‘f)-r(.'sccal)lc futurc. FEven the poorest man requires salt for
his daily consumption and he is required to pay a lnigl'l price
for it. : ‘

The rainfall in Assam 15 the highest 1in India. The
}}"PCS of houses which are most suitable for Assam I'C(lllifc
iron materials such as C. I. sheets, cte. There 1s now .\'C:’ll‘(‘.il}'
of thatch in Assam in  consequence of floods and erosion.
I‘)uring the last war also, thatch arcas were (‘.nnSi(l(‘.ral)])"
damaged as thatch had to be cut down and taken away
r(‘:cklcr\sly for war purposcs. Whatever thatch 1s now availa-
ble is very costly. Thatched houses  also do not last long.
Government is now thinking scrioush for nmprovement of
housing condition throughout  India, but if the building
materials which arc required lo improved tvpes of houses,
are not available to the common pcople at recasonable  prices,
housing problem cannot be solved.

All the categories of steel arc now controlled commodi-
ties and the uniform ex-factory prices and retail  prices have
been fixed by the Government of India but because of
Assam’s long distance from the production centres and the
chronic transport difficulties, freight charges are very high,
resulting in increasc of retail prices.

In order that such essential commoditics could be made
available at reasonable prices, the Government of India
may be requested to introduce a freight pool on an All-India
basis. This will remove the disparity in prices of essential
commodities in different parts of India.

With these words Sir, I movc this Resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that:—

of the country, the economy

“Wherecas due to partition .
y disturbed; and

of the entire State has been seriousl

Whereas the Railway link line besides remaining breached
durlng monsoon every year involves longer haulage and

therefore higher freight; and

~ Whereas the abolition of all the special rates has led to
a disproportionately larger increase in freight rates for Assam,
thereby causing high commodity prices and hardship specially
to the consumers in the State of Assam;
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This Assembly is of opinton that the Government of
Assam do move the Government of India to establish freight
and price pool in respect of the following essential items of
IMports, iz, —

l. Iron and Steel, and
2, Sal.”

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) :
Mr. Spcaker Sir., 1 am  thankful (o the hon. Member for
bringing in this Resolution because  Government  also has
felt that the disparity in prices of  different essential commodi-
ties existing between this State and other parts of the country
18 really very biz.  Now, Sir. [ shall take up the question
of ironand steel first and then I shall take up the question
of salt. Asit has been pointed out by the hon. Mover that
iron and steel materials being controlled commodities, the
base prices are  fixed by the Government of India. Sir,
there are diflerent bhase prices under  different columns  which
are uniform in all the States.

The Column I1I price s charged ftor these commoditics
to be sold by registered stock-holders to ordinary consumers.
Now for the commodities o be sold  in Assam, transport
cost 1s added to  the Column 111 price which is the
base price for retail sale. Up to the middle of 1952 there was a
system by which certain concessions used to be given in respect
of transport cost by fixing place extras for diflerent stations in
lieu of actual freight.  But since August 1952 that system had
been discontinued in Assam. ‘This matter was  taken up with
the Central Government, and recently  Iron and  Steel
Controller has again fixed place extras for diflerent important
stations in Assam.  But still  there are  diflerences in two  or
three places.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is Column II1 price ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): The
Column III price is the retail price realised by the registered
stock-holders from  ordinary consumers. Thereis producer’s
price (Golumn I price). There is also controlled Stockist price
(Golumn II price). There is a profit margin allowed at each
stage, If the price of the commodity is Rs.50 at the producer’s
factory, another Rs.50 will have to be added for
fixation of the rectail prices.  But when we bring the
commodity to our State, the difference 1in price, as
has been mentioned by my hon. Friend Mr. Goswani, is
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really very big specially because of transport cost. Sir, according
to the system that has recently been introduced by the Govern-
ment of India, due to our persistent cfforts for the fixation of
slace extras in hicu ol actual tran port costs, the p].u'c extras for

different IJ];H es in the State will be Rs.00) per ton at B;u‘pcm,
Rs.60 per ton at Bordutghat, ctc. The place extras for most
of the other places, are also the same, For example the

place extra for Dibrugarh ghat is Rs.60. But so far as Dhubn
is concerned it will be Rs.58-8-0 that 1s Rs.1-8 0 less per ton.
But so far as Shillong is concerned, it is the highest i.e. Rs.94
per ton. Jecause 1n laces hike Thin 3Ii{i.l_ .\‘ihw‘:l;ﬁ';l!‘_ Silchar,
Manipur Road, Katakhal, Jorhat "Town, Haibargaon,
Goalpara, Gauhati, the place extra is  Rs.60 per ton.
The difference between actual freight and  place extra is met
f‘r()rll tl”; lT(lllllli‘ir’l[i”“ f-tl}]-'l’ ".”.}15(,'51 15 Ql‘i“lilliiﬂf'rf'(l !)y lhl‘.' CO[“"
merce and Industry Mimstry, Government of India.  So far as
transport cost is concerned . we do Ilnl‘fh'l'i\‘(‘ any hvn_xcﬁt either
from the Railway or from the Steamel Company. Now it has been
suggested in the Resolution which has been moved 1n this House
that there should be freight and  price  post throughout the
Country. That is to say there should be some concession given
to distantly situated places in the Country an the shape of less

freight.

Myr. SPEAKER: For longer haulage there should be
lesser freight.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): That
is the idea of the Mover of the Resolution.  In the near future
there is no chance of having an iron and steel factory in our
State. So it is high time that the Government of India should
consider the introduction ofsome freight pool on anall In-
dia basis so that the States which are situated at considerable
distances from the places of produtcion .of the commodities,
may get certain benefit. It may be said that in Calcutta,
and any place in Assam the base prices for the commodity
are the same, but In ('alcutta consumers are not to pay any
freight, but the people 1n our State get all these commodities

Y paying freight charge Dby the Steamer Company or
by the Railways from Calcutta to destination stations. So, as
18 well known to the hon. Members of this House we

are paying the highest price for thesc commodities.

Now as regards salt, the total annual requirement is, as
I find from record, about 21,16,000 maunds. The whole
quantity is to be imported f{rom outside the State. As is
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known to the hon. Members of this House, the commodity
1s decontrolled now, and the distribution of salt is made to
different places in  India under the “Zonal Scheme’. There
1s also difference in prices of salt.  If there is  a pool price for
salt also, i that case we mav get salt at the same price
which may be paid by people  in Calcutta, The main idea
of the Mover of the Resolution, as I could understand, is
that there should be equality of treatment so far as the
pricc of salt is concerncd. In Calentta the people pay
something like Rs.2-12-0 per maund of salt whereas our people
at Gauhati have to pav  Rs.5-8-0 to Rs,6-8.0 per maund. In
other places of  Assam the prices are stll higher. This
Governmient i1s at onc with the Mover of the Resolution on
this matter. The State Government has alrcady expressed its
views to the Railwav freight structure and Enquiry Commi-
tee for a freight pool on an all-India basis 0  introduce
fairly uniform freight rates over long  distances in respect of salt
and other essential commodities.  We hope, the Government
of India will duly consider the case of Assam on the recommen-
dations of the Raitlwav reight Structure Enquiry Committee.
With the full support of all the Members of this House I am sure
we shall get adequate rehiel in the case of salt also.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that—

“Whereas duc to parttion of the country, the economy
of the entire State has been seriously disturbed: and '

Whereas the Railway link line besides remaining breached
during monsoon every year involves longer haulage and there-
fore higher freights; and

Whereas the abolition of all the special rates has led to a
disproportionately larger increase in freight rates of Assam
thereby causing high commodity prices and havdship specially
to the consumers in the State of Assam:

This Assembly 1s of opinion that the Government of Assam
do move the Government of India to establish freight and price
pool and in respcct  of  the following essential items of
imports, viz.—

1. Iron and Steel, and
2. Salt.”

(The Resolution was adopted).

Private Members Resolution regarding : Acceptance
of the recommendations of the Motor Vehicles Taxation
Enquiry Committee on freight and price equalisation
of motor spirit.

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA : Mr. Speaker, Siyr
I beg to move that: “Whereas it is essential to make motoy
transport in the interior cheaper than at present so as (o foster
the development of such transport throughout the country ;
and
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_ Whereas Assam is the only oil producing country in the
Union of India and vet pays the highest I”';" i relation to
other maritime States because of artificial price fixation accord-
ing to Gulf of Mexico parity formula : ‘

of opinion that the Government of Assam
accept i folo the recom-
xation Enquiry Committee

This Assembly is
do move the Government of India to
mendations of the Motor Vehicles Ta
on freight and price cqualisition of moto spirit. and in case it
ible to i”lplf'llu'lnf the said recommendations, to treat

is not poss
the fixation of price ol Petrol, in

Dighboi Refinery as a port for
all fairness Lo this State.””
Sir, to understand the full implication of the proposal, I
o the relevant j)(ll'.’lf.;l‘;l[)fl’a of the recommendations of
owmmittee  of the Transport Advisory Council on
:i(fll'q '[‘;l.’u’«'!l}(l!l, 'I-]”. .[ ;-;ﬁ-h“i('.il (:')llilllill('(‘ Urlll(’.
A clvisory Council who con idered the matter report-

am (Juotin
Technical (
Motor \7171
Transport ¢
ed as follows:
price Pooling of Petrol.—The Motor  Vehicle Taxation
Enquiry Cf)n"!rn!uu, had recommended that a \l)t'(‘l;ll “freight
(,'qualisatim'l’. fund should be created to equalise [,IW cost of
ctrol at rail .hf';“ls throughout the country. Under  this
roposa] the freight charges o petrol were to be met by a
special 1€vy at 14 zmnzllfs per gallon. At present freight ol
lO]nJP('trOl vary from 74 annas per gallon at _l)c-lln l(!,.(ﬁ’% annas at
Ambala in the punjab and 14 annas at Shillong. - gt
| was to make motor transport 12 the interior

1a = ()5¢

e tlns)pli)ﬁ)a:dat present and to foster the development of such
chcapcrt throughout the country. Acceptance of this would
trunSPO’rble thc'up-couutl'y States to obtain some revenue for
also €n ep of their roads from sales taxes on petrol, The
He uplfficlz found strong opposition from the maritime  States
Commit osed freight equalisation levy. Assam which produ-
to the pr?P 1521 s under the present arrangement more than
ces petro> allon at the point of production as against a little
Rs. 3 peg & er gallon paid at the main ports.  (Voice—cetaz 3
:;’:f]_\%R 1:’4171' p@ﬁc—:{] zrfsz Tz 1)

e opposition of th

iCW Of 1.11 or
in, ¥ e exclyded' provision for

e maritime States the Com-
«« freight equalisation’’ from

. v : :
mittee ha Bills. - “They, however, consider that the existing

t 3 =
the dr2 onts with respect to Assam should be reviewed and
that State should be fixed on the same

rrange€ - :

arranglivol prices 10 :

LD petrol prices are fixed in the maritime States, assuming
basis is the same as the price at the ports’

il yefinery price
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The Taxation Enquiry  Commission generally commented
on the Motor Vehicles Taxation Enquiry Committee’s recomn-
mendations about pl'it't‘ f'-;il.lli.‘?.llinll of p(‘tl‘nl. The (-:Ul'nl“is—
sion recognisc the torce ol the argument in support of the
opposition of marittme States and find themseclves unable to
endorse the suggestion that  a transport cess of one and half
anna per gallon should be levied on petrol for the purpose of
equalising price’ .

The matter was subjected 1o a further scrutiny in an  inter-
departmental meccting held 1 the Ministry of Transport on
30th May, 1955 where it was held that proposal of equalisation
of pctl'ul pl'irr' shonld be ‘h.,PP_Cd.

The two members of the Committce (Mr. Guha and
Mr. Venkiteswaran) also stated that the formula for equalisa-
tion of price could not be apphied o the petrol produced by
the Assam Oil Company and some  different basis would have
to be found lor iixing the 111‘it:<‘ of ]‘(’(l'nl “']’I’“"‘l l)}‘ them.

I beg to cite here a note on the price of petrol in Assam.
The annual production of o1l in Assam is about 12:5 million
gallons ofwhich more than two-thirds are consumed in Assam.
While Assam is the oniv oil producing country in India and
exports more than 10 lakh  gallons of oil for the benefit of the
rest of India, the price of petro!l in Assam is  the highest in
India. From the information available with this Government
a tabular statcment has been prepared and  placed beftore this
House to show the comparative prices as prevalent at present
in some 1mportant stations.

Price ex-pump per Sclling
gallon  excluding Petrol sales price ex-pump

Station sales tax on tax per per gallon
petrol gallon

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
Bombay % 4 B 0o 6 0 210 6
Madras 2 5 6 0 6 0 211 6
Calcutta idin 2 5 6 0 6 0 211 &
Declhi - 21+ 6 0 1 o 214 0
Shillong 2 14 6 0o 3 0 3 1 6
*Qther stations in  the plains in 212 6 0 3 0 215 6

Assam. _

The sacrifi

#Recently the price has been raised by 6 pics per gallon. g
ces made by the State of Assam to develop the oil i fustry are o two

kinds.
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(a) S?“‘-"‘ﬁ‘:‘f_f)f revenue and (4) sacrifice of the natural
resources of the State. ' .

(a) The 5"5*"!'iﬁ‘2'“ of revenue 15 due to  this Government
le:mng cut an ;er-u' of about 8 quare miles on |>.l\‘mr'nt ol ad
annual dead rent of Rs.2 - per acre and subject to the payment
of an }lnn!l:l] rent of Rs.2-1-0 per acrc of surface ];““[- j“‘.(l“ vied
or used. The rcvenuc derived from the land used by ;h(‘lv oil
industry is of the tune of about Rs.5.000 only, which is less
than what this Government would have obtaimned nl]l('_r\.\.‘i:;(‘..
[ndustry 1S based on the exploitation and exhaustion
wources of the State, The benefits which the
1c1nt derive in the ‘h.:’)r‘ of revenue are ”\'(‘.l.‘-
11 l}’ as ‘_'-"C' ise¢ duty on gif‘ll"ilf‘llin and  kerosene
nt is content itself with the meagre sum

The
nf the natural re¢
Union Governi
Rs.2 crorcs anini
while this GGovernme .
of Rs.10 lakhs in the shape of royalty.

It appears that wl:i.lc in‘ 1922 there was no difference

8 e pric(: of Assam Oil (.t-)rnl).‘llij\' petrol 1 Assam  and
B e ds B Calcutta. In 1926 it was annas 4 more per gallon
?]SCW_L: rﬂ On being moved in this behalf, the Assam Oil
i ASHdny xplained that the price fixed for Assam is the
(,omp’a,tivc rate determined by the ordinary principles of suppl
C”mp(’;and in view of the fact that outside ofl cannot be import}.’
and d¢ heaper. On being prcsse(l, the Company subse-
to lower the price by annas 2 per gallon in

cd into A"s‘lmdc
and the matter was not persued any further,

quently
j‘l\ssam n 1927
the meantime  there has been a considerable change in
In 1y nd demand position, It has been gathered from the
the supP 1 Company that about 1/3rd of their annual
ol is sold in North Bihar, 2/3rd being consumed

Assarn petr
produc gsam has now the distinction of being an  exporting
in Agsain- Comparisons are obvious but the price in Bihar
country: enough, is fixed at Rs.2-14-6 inclusive of a local

allon and that in Assam is Rs.3

gurprist? f annas five per g
sales tax of three annas per gallon.  North Bihar

sales
includlﬂ%ave peen at a pricc disadvantage of annas 7 per-
shou ect of Digboi oil due to the cost of transport from

allon lflt;els\l?orth Bihar as compared with the price in Gauhati
tl'ce s fixed taking into consideration the factors actu-
if the Prlfributing to the structure. In practice, however, duc to
ally C-O:Fﬁxation of pricc in Assam, North Bihar is get;ing A

ficia of annas 10-6 per gallon over Assam, Ta.]-;ingl

B g R s A ———
5 o e S
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advantage of the situation that no imported petrol will be

available at a cheaper rate here, the major portion of
the ofl of Assam Oil Company 1s being sold at a very high rate
yielding probably unrea.onable profits by a sort of exhortion
of excess prices from the community generally, ¢. g., the people
of Assam.

Incidentally it mav b tated that the oil from the newly

installed refineries at Bombay and  elsewhere will be given a
dut}' ])rotmitinn--t two annas a vallon so that 1t can compecte
with imported oil, whercas the only eil producing country in
India is penalised doubly by depriving itof its legitimate share
in l'l(‘. benefits  ac crumygin the .E-.;;pr‘ of tevenue from (“\P'Ui‘l;l—
tion of its natural recources and by artificial fixation of an exhor-
bitant price for the bulk ot the consumption of the product
within the Statc.

From the above facts it s evident that the people of Assam
have not received a tar deal in the matter of the price of ]’(‘!I‘()l
over a period of several vears,

The cause of Assaom has been  recommised by the Motor
Vehicles Taxation Enqguiry Committee set up in 1950, Indeed
equalisation of price  of petrol  throughout  India has been
recommended for promotion of speedy and healthy development
of road transport in  India.  But the maritime States have
prevailed upon the Technical Commitiee  of the Transport
Advisory Council on Notor Vehicles Taxation to exclude the
provision for “freight  equalisation™  trom  the draft Bills.
Subsequently, they have recommended that the existing arrange-
ments with respect (o Assam  should be reviewed and that
the petrol prices in Assam should  be fixed on the same basis
as petrol prices are fixed in the maritime States, assuming
the ex-refinery price is the sameas the price at ports. I beg
further to bring to the notice of the House that the lease was
renewed by this Goverinment on Ist January, 1942 and  will
expirc on 31st Deccember, 1900, ) ’

The l)r()ﬁt i:l”(,‘_q{‘,(l to have been made by this COI]]PHIIY
is not less than 100 per cent. Justice and reasons are in favour
of our claim for reduction of price of petrol.

With these words, Sir, I comumend  the Resolution for the
acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Decka have you worked out the
cost of production per gallon  of petrol ?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA: No, 5ir, I have not
worked out that.
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Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moved is:

‘““ Whereas it is essential to  make motor transport in the
intcrinr r:hc-up(:r than at present so as to foster the (it'\'(‘lrl;)iIIClll
of such transport throughout the country : and

Whereas Assam is the only oil producing country in the
Union of India and yet pave the highest ;)I‘ic'c: in relation to other
maritime States because of artificial price fixation according to
Gulf of Mexico parity formula ;

This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam
do move the Government of India to accept in fofo the recoms-
mendations of the Motor Vehicles Taxation Enquiry Committee

on freight and price t'r]lId“‘.‘lliUIlnt motor spirit ;m(_l in casc it is
not possible to implement the said I't'rH-'!y.tnl:l']i{;1!1-31.1\'. to treat
Dighoi refinery as a port for the fixation of price of Petrol, in
all fairness to this State’.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) :  Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I cannot have any objection to accept the  Resolution on
behalf of the Government of  Assam. ‘This Government have
already moved the Government of India in this respect and
as a result the price of petrol was reduced  partly by about
As. -/4 /- per gallon in Shillong i Al .3-‘“ per gallon i other
parts of Assam. Thec ]Jri(lc: of p('lrul I.\ll{'ﬁ. 2-12-” per callon
throughout Assam now. Iven then the price o petrol in Assam
is higher than in other parts of [ndia. Sir, from the information
available with this Governiment, a tabular statement has been
prepared to show the comparative priccs as prevalent at present
in some important stations, 7.¢., SONC¢ important places of India
and in Assam also.

Petrol sales tax Selling
per gallon price ex-pump
per gallon

Price ex-pwnp per pallon

Station excluding sales tax
on petrol.

Bombay ... .. .. 2 4 6 0 0 0 210 6
Madras e 2 B B 0O 6 0 2 11 6
Calcutta ... .. 2 5 6 6 o 0 211 o
Shillong .. ... 214 6 0 3 0 3 1 6
Other stations  in the 212 6 0 3 0 215 6

Plains in Agsam.

From this it is seen that Bombay pays Rs. 2-10-6  with
A.S' -/6/- as petrol Sales Tax per gallon; Madras pays Rs.2-11-6
with  As. -/6/- as petrol Sales Tax and Calcutta pays Rs.2-11-6
with As. -/6/- as petrol Sales Tax whereas price of petrol per
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gallon was Rs. 3-1-0 in Shillongs, and Rs.2-15-6 in other parts
of Assam, 1.c., As. - 7 - hicher at Shillong than at Bombay,
As.-/6/- higher at Shillonge than at Madras and Calcutta, As./5/-

1CT
lliglu'l' in other parts of - Awam  than at Bombay and As. -/4/-
higher than at Madras and Calcutta,  As I have stated, the

present price of petrol per gallon now s Rs2-12-0.  Even
then the price is much higher than at any  other parts of India.
Sir, Assam’s case stands on a ditferent footing  because Assam

P

produces the ol and the amount of production of oil 1s 125
million gallons and more than two-thirds are consumed 1 Assam

and the balance 15 e~ ;1~':{=‘-,i. It Appears in 1922 there was no
difference in price ol petred in Assam and elsewhere.  In 1926
it was raised by As.- 4 - in Assam. The highest price paid in

Assam was Rs.3-1-0 at Shillong and Rs.2-15-6 1 other parts
of Assam, Where the question 1s taken up for reduction  price
the A.O.C. explaind that the price fined for Assam is the com-
parative ratc determined by the originary  principle ot supply
and demand in vicew of the tact that outside ol cannot be import-
ed into Assam at cheaper rate.  Sir, this agrument of the Com-
pany docs not stand scrutiny.  One-third of the production that
s exported from Assam is sold at much cheaper rate in North
Bihar while 2 3rd are consumed here in Assam. My Friend,
Shri Dcka, while moving his Resolution, has given his arguments
in support of the reduction of petrol price in Assam and 1 do not
thercfore propose to repeat them. e also relerred to the recoms-
mendation of the Transport Advisory Council on Motor Vehicles
Taxation. 1 now rcad the relevant portion of the Report of the
Technical Committee of the Transport Advisory Council on Mo-
tor Taxation, December, 1952: 235, Price Pooling of Petrol.—
The Motor Vehicle Taxation Enguiry - Committee had recom-
mended  that a special  “freight equalization® tund should be
created to cqualize the cost of petrol at  rail-heads throughout
the country. Under this proposal. the freight charges on petrol
were to be met by aspecial Jevy at 1} annas per gallon. At
present freight charges on petrol vary from 71 annas per gallon
at Delhi to 94 annas at Ambala in (he Punjab and 14 annas at
Shillong. The object of this proposal was (o make motor trans-
port in the interior cheaper than at present  and so to foster the
development of such transport throughout the country. Accep-
tance of the proposal would also enable the up-country States to
obtain some revenuc for the upkeep of their roads from sales
taxes on petrol.

36. The Committec found strong opposition from the
maritime States to the proposed freight equalization levy.
Some of these States claimed that if petrol freights were to be
equalized, the freight charges on food grains which they imported
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from the interior should also be equalized. On the other
hand, Assam which produces petrol, pavs under the present
arrangement more than Rs.3 per callon at the point of produc-
li(nl das Elg;tilhl a little over Rs, 2 per rallon i);ti(] at the In:lill

ports.

37. In view of the opposition of the maritime  States the
Committee have excluded [H":‘.'i'é!h!i for *dreight :-c;nulimlion”
from the draft Lills. Theyv, however, consider that the existing
arrangemeints with respect to Assam hould be reviewed and
that petrol prices in that State  sho d - be h.'-:t'-‘i on the same
basis as petrol prices are fixed in the maritnne States, assuming
the ex-refinery price v the same a the  price at the ports.
Sir, this recommendation was again Irl.urrfl betore the ll';lfl.\‘-
port Advisory Council. [t then referred to ll“_' [’nlu‘}'
Committee of the Transport Advisory (:““““;l o '-”!,lﬁldm',thc
report of the Technical Committec on Motor Vel les "Taxation.
I now read from the minutes of the Policy GCommittee of the
'[‘ral'ISI)UrL A{Ivistn')’ (:,“““-il I”:i.f in Hl”]‘ll).l:\' oOn Illl illld Sth
May, 1953 : “T’he maritime States, particularly, “I'ravancore-
Cochin and Madras, were against the suggestion [”_'" ]’”'“h“.f-’( ol
petrol freight, and they pomnted out that pooling ‘fl‘h'”ght-“ on
food grains, which were more cesential  commodities, sl'muld
come first. Interior States, particularly _[Jun_m_l), Delhi and
U_ I). were 11 f'avnur Of ('llllilli/,il[iull of ll'('l‘L’zlll Ol p(?ll‘()l.

-« found to be strongly divided, it

As opinions of States we: : : - :
of India might examine

was suggested that the Governmernt
three proposals, namely——

L. Adjust  freight charges on petrol and )‘f”f“eflual food
grains respectively by suitable changes the  Railway Tarifls
$0 that prices of ¢ach would be approximately equal  through-
out the country.

2. Attain equalization of prices of pctrol by increasing the
du:Ly throughout India by nine pics a gallon, the balance of the
fre.lght Chétrges being met by the Centre from within tl}e
eXISting du[ies on pctr()]; the States (o be ILII"tIlCI' COI’ISUIth 11
Case this alternative is considered.

(3) Equalise petrol prices by meeting the freight charges
from out of the existing duties on petrol.

“The representative of Assam Government placed a note
before the Committee cxplaining that although that State was
producing petrol, they were paying much higher price than
other States for the petrol. It was decided that the note of
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Assam should be torwarded to the Government of India for
favourable consideration with regard to the rehiel asked for
therein. So, that was torwarded 0 the Government of India

for favourable consideration.”  The case of Assam stands on a
different footing. So the Polioy Commuittee recommended for fav-
ourable consideration of Government of India as a special case.

Then, these matters again came up before the 14th meeting
of the Transport Advisory Counci! held in New Delht on 3rd
and 4th November 1954, | reter 1o the proceedings of that
meeting, page 10, T attended the meeting.  This was what 1
said: “Shri Siddhinath Sarma  Assam) —The policy Commit-
tec h:l% Sllgﬂ("‘“”l ].HI YCAT mecasurcs -‘Iirt'(ill.li i!l'h‘(*s l‘nr I)r[l'u]_
Tllcy have made recommendations to the Government ot India,
Did the Government ot Ind-a examine that poiat, or, should
we wait for it for some more tuime?  In Assam, we pay the
highest price tor petrol in the whole of India.  Last time, the
Assam Government submitted 1ts sugeestions to the Polhicy
Committee to reduce the price.  But ver, Assam is stll p;x_\'in\{;lr
the highest ,)l'i('(‘ tor petrol.  There are other recommen-
dations which might be exnuaned by the Government of
India. The recommendations arve:

(@) Adjust freight charges on petrol and essential food
grains l'e.‘ip(:cliv:-ly l)_\' stntable t‘h.lng‘vs m the Railway Laritls
so that prices ol cach would be approximately ""l“"‘l throu-
ghout the country.

(b) Attain cqualisation ob prices ol petrol by increasing
the duty throughout India by nine pies a callon, the balance
of the freight charges being met by the Centre from within
the existing duties on petrol 1 the State to be lurther consulted
in case this alternative is considered.

(¢) Equalise petrol prices by mecting freight charges from
within the existing dutics on petrol,

Will these recommendations bhe examined and what s
the Government ol” India’s view ? Something should be done.™

The Chairman replied @ *“To what the Minister {from Assam
has said, I wish only to point out to him that we have stated
in the memorandum that there arc three points which he
has just now mentioned.  We have said that these proposals
will be examined urgently by the Government of India.  We

have said so.’’
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Sir, in that imececting another question was raised from
Assam. I read out from the procecedings; pave 102.

Mr. SPEAKEI{ Please reacd the relevant anl'lilI!lS.
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA :  Yes, Sir. | shall read onlY

the relevant porton Probably some of the hon. Members do
not know the petrol potentialitics of Assam. | shall read the st3”
tement of the Deputy Petroleum Othicer, which will give an idea
of petrol potentialities of Assam to the hon. Members, Here are
the relevant portions of the procecdings.

“Assam-— May | know whether there 15 any PI.":I';“”“]C
for the production ol fucl in India, I mecan pctrol when
spcak of fuel.

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri: We have the Deputy
Petroleum Offlicer here and he may be able to give us some
information on that.

Deputy Pectroleum Olhicer: hii'.. I do not have
the full figures with me here, but I cangive a rough 1dea (,{‘[l}c
position. The new refineries at Bombay, it is expected, wil
produce suflicient petrol in the next year, I mecan indigenous
crude. In the year 1955, about 11 per cent of the total
requircment of crude oil  can bemel from Bombay. But
recently oil has been found in Nahorkatia, which is a disco-
very after 30 ycars of investigation, and it has been estimated
that although not yet confirmed, its potentialities will be about
4’. times that of Dighbor. ighoi, as we kno\\',‘wa:q producing
since 1920, and it is aging. DBut very soob, 1l s expected
Nahorkatia  ill replace  Digboi. Intensive prospecting and
€xploration work are going on in Assam and recently some
8ravity survey and scismic survey have been carried out in Tez-
pur, North Lakhimpur, Moran and Dum Duma and parti-
cularly at Moran and Dum Duma very encouraging signs have

€cn revealed, though nobody can correctly say what is the res-
€rve underground. But it has been estimated that North Lak-
himpur can meet some 40 per cent ol our requirements.”  This
1s, of course a guess work. “Some of the experts of the oil com-
pPanies are very optimisiic and say that eventually perhaps,
the whole of our requirements can be met by Assam. This
may be premature and we need not accept it.

At present we are importing our crudc oil from ahroad—
from Persian Gulf. The Ministry of I'inance of course know
about the foreign exchange question that is involved.  Petrol
is the single item in which the largest foreign exchange is
involved—about 80 crores annually., When crude oil is imp-
orted from the Middle East, we shall incur less of foreign ex-
change, |

o

P ——
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As l'r';:.ll'-ﬁ the uestion of 5‘-;'5,»\ i':g:, 1 do not know if‘lil.‘l[

also has been raised.””  Shri La! Bahadur Shastri said, * Yes,
g0 on”,

_ “Deputy Petroleum Othcer This question was discussed
In the Economic Committee of the Cabinet in Mayv or April
of last year and it was sugeested by Sardar Swaran Singh that
the Minister for Production and  the Minister for Finance and
the Minister for Commners and Industiy would consider the
whole question of iimport and pricing of petrol. - At that time
the Prime Minicter mentioned that recently the Chiet Minister
of Assam had mcentioned 1t to him that the price of petrol
was higher in Assam than in the neichbouring State of - North
Bengal and North Bihar,

The Prime Minister <uvcested that this  question could
3150 be looked into and the rievances removed. Since then
we Il;n\.‘(‘ |n':'1| closcly cxaltmniny this (;1}1'\1;“‘11. We have our
prices linked up, with the Gult parity.  We made enquiries

about the various countries ot the world both the producing and
theimporting countries and we tind that directly or  indirectly
the basic price is linked up with the Gull price. As for the price
in Assam, we have been  negotiating with  the oil companies
and as a result of that, from st October 1953, the price in
Assam was reduced by 2 annas a gallon and 1 annas a gallon
in Shillong. The question was pursuced further and as a rvesult of
that, in I'ebruary of this vear. the price  has fturther been
reduced by half an anna.  Now the position is that the price
in Assam has been brought 1o the level of the price in Muzaf-
farpur in North Bihar which is the lowest in that area and 1t
is cheaper, after reducing the sale-price (tax), cte., by one anna,
than at Jalpaiguri and 2 annas 0 pies cheaper than at  Cooch
Behar and 5 annas cheaper than at Darjecling.  The .natter 1s
still being examined. The main ditliculty is thac rvail freight over
the metergauge of the N. 1. Railwav is higher and so oil
roduced in Assam caninot  be marketed economically outside
the State of Assam. "T'his matter is Dbeing  taken up with I!l(‘.
Railway Board and itis still under consideration. That, Sir,
is the position in a nutshell.” )
Sir, Transport Advisory Council, at its meeting held in
November 1954, rccommended that the Governiment ol
India should examine urgently the three proposals made by the
Policy Committee, in regard to petrol freight pool.  These
recommendations of the Policy Committee was considered in
the Inter-departmental Committee. This meeting was held in
Delhi on the 30th May, 1953, where representatives of the
Ministries of Commerce and Industry, MWorks, Housing and
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Supply, Finance, Railway ., Food and Agriculture, were present.
The Committee was of the view that none of the three propo-
sals that werc made by the Policy Cominittee of the Transport
Advisory Council was fea ible and <hould therefore be dropped.
But Mr. Guha and Mr. Vankiteswaran of the Inter-departmental
Committee, recommended that come different basis would have
to be found for fixing the price of petrol supplied by the
Assam i1l Company.

The R(;Prn‘[ of the Cominittec was considered at the last
meeting of the Transport \dvisory Council which was held in
New Delhi on the 6th and Tth February Fast and was discussed,
As a matter of fact, the Transport Advisory Council at the last
meeting held on 6th and Tth February, 1956 ¢!rnp|n'(_l this
proposal. But I pointed out that all the Committees constituted
to con ider this question inc luding the  Inter departinental
Committee had recommended that Assam should be treated
on a different basis in the matter of pricing the petrol.  This
was the recommendation of the Inter-departmental Committee.
“Mr. Guha and Mr. Vankiteswaran also stated  that  the
formula for cqualisation of price could not be applied  to
the petrol produccd by the Assam Oil - Company and some
different basis would have to be found for fixing the price of
petrol supplied by them.”” I insisted that the recommendations
of the Technical Committee of the Transport Advisory Council
should be accepted in case of  Assain, "h"t is, the existing
arrangement in respect to Assam hould be reviewed and  the
petrol price in this State should be fixed on the same basis of
the petro! prices that are found in the maritime States, assuming
the ex-refliney price is the same as the price at the sca ports.

Sir, the Minister-in-charge of Transport, Government of
I?di"’-a assured mec that the matter will be (‘.-\'fl.minEd by  the
overnment of India. ‘That is the present position, Therefore
Thave o the slightest hesitation to aceept this Resolution
moved by my Friend.

Mr. SPEAKER : The cost of production shou'd also
have been mentioned in your spcech as 1t 1S about a rupee
per gallon, . .

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Yes, Sir,
I agree. The Company 18 making 300 to 400 per cent of
profit.

Mr. SPEAKRER : The question is:

“Whereas it is essential to make motor transport in the
interior cheaper than at present so as (0 foster the development
of such transport throughout the country ; and
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Whereas Assam is the only oil producing country in the
Union of India and vet pavs the lnh‘hmt price In re lation to
other maritime States because of artificial price ixation accord-
ing to Gulf of Mexico parity formula;

This Assembly s of opinton that the  Government  of
Asiam do move the Government of India to .\\‘C(‘pt i folo
the recommendations ol the VMotor Vehae les Taxatnon E “llllll\
Committee on freight and  price nllx.lh\.lllﬂll ol motor spirit
and in case it is not possible to implement the said  recommen-
dations, to treat Digboi refinery as a port hu the fixation of
p!‘i(,‘(: (ll' P(‘ll'n]‘ in all fairness to !!n\ State. .

-\Tlu: Resolvtuion was .‘.tlnl\lc'tl‘.

Prorogation

Mr. SPEAKER : I received the following message from
the Governor of Assam

“In exercise ol the  powers conferred bwy
Clause (2) (a) of \rti\ le 174 of the Constitution ot India, as
amended up to date, , Jairamdas Doulatram, hereby prorogue

the Assam [Legislative .\w ‘mbly at the conclusion of its sitting
on the 3rd April, 1950.

JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM,
GOVERNOR OF ASSAM.”

The Assemibly was then prorogued.

Shillong: I R. N. BARUA,
‘ Sccretary, Legislative Assembly,
The 21st March,1957. Assam.
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vossr - Rook S(\L‘ik‘(}'. 4‘\. Wcllington
1B g ta.

Mes Raj Marwah, Rooksellers, Shop
N .1 Colony Market, Dathi-Karol
P o elhi,

Phe €1 b 'k and Stationery Co., Scindia

Hou, s - 7 hi/17, Park Street. Caleutta-16.

M. 8 O ' Pustakalaya, Publishers and

2 % «.wuhati,

M. | © ook Depot (Reed), Book-

sefters, | to,ete,, Lamington Road,

I\..]

Mot 10| ‘ress Book  Depot, Book-

S0l . j e, Banaras-5 (India).



