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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India. "

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
1-30 p.M., on Friday, the 21st June, 1957.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker, in the
Chair, eight Ministers, seven Deputy Ministers and sixty-seven
Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Representation against the location of a brick-kiln on.
land covered by Patta No.480 of Tezpur Town

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked:

*14.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Healih be
pleased to state—

(a¢) Whether it is a fact that after securing some indus-
trial loans from the Government, Shri Joyne-
swar Sarma Barthakur of Holeswar Debalaya
of Tezpur has located a brick-kiln on the land
covered by patta No.480 within the Municipal
arca of Tczpur ward No.I (Ka,marsubari) ?

(b) Whether the inhabitants of that locality have
lately made representation in this regard to
the local Deputy Commissioner, ~ Municipal
Authority, = Gommissioner of Plains Division
and Minister-in-charge of Health ?
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(¢) Whether a certain neighbour of the said brick-
kiln lately made repeated request to the Govern-
ment against location of this brick-kiln ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that Shri A. G,
Barua, Assistant Director of Public Health
visited the said kiln on 20th and 21st February,
1957, being accompanied by District Medical
Officer and found particles of coal and smoke

in the house of a neighbour, Shri Dandadhar
Das ?

preRR w———

(¢) If so, what step Government have taken to clqse
down the kiln to save the life and maintain }“ﬂ
peace of the people concerned ?

(f) it not, why ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA  (Minister, Medical)
replied:

14. (a)—This does not concern the Medical Department. 1
"However; on enquiry from the Director of Cottage Industries, ;
this Department has been apprised that an Industrial Loan of
Rs.20,000 was sanctioned to the party in June, 1956 for
the purposes of brick manufacture and that the party concerned
has sta_rted their construction of the kiln on the lands covered
by periodic Patta No.480 of Tezpur town.

ERT IR oo 05, Y

(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—VYes.

(¢)—The Chairman, Municipal Board, Tezpur,
has been informed by the Medical Department that the brick-
kiln must not be allowed to function at Kamarsubari, Ward
No.l, Tezpur town. The Depuiy Commissioner, Darrang,

has also bqen requested to take appropriate steps to remove !
the complaints of the public. |

( f) —Does notJarise, 1
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Survey of Dhubri and Goﬁlpara Subdivisions by the
Officers of the Revenue Depart ment

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara)

asked:

*15.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that the officers of the Revenue
Department are making survey of the villages
of Dhubri and Goalpara Subdivisions from
some time past ? :

t6) Whether it is a fact that they are surveying without
any consultation of the Estate records and

without giving any information to the owner
of the land ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that no proper announcement
of survey of any particular village was made

by beat of drum in the locality where survey
was made ?

. lShri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) re-
plied:

15. (a¢)—Yes.

(b)—It is not a fact. According to Ruyleg under the
Goalpara Tenancy Act, 1929, the proprietors of the estages were
first asked to demarcate the villages on the ground according
to their records. The villages are then traversed and cadastrally
surveyed. At this stage there is no provision for formal notices
(giving information) to the owners. But for the sake of con
venience, owners are consulted in practice,

(c)—According to rules

. _ an announcement; as suggested;
18 not necessary at this stage.

But at a la.tcr stage before attestation of draft records,
a proclamation is issued in the villages concerned enabling
owners to put in objections, if any,
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Establishment of an office of Revenue Officer in Dhubri
Subdivision

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara)
asked:

*16. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(«) Whether it is a fact that office of the Revenue
officer is still at Goalpara town ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the people of Dhubri
Subdivision are facing great hardship and
inconvenience in the matter of submiting peti-
tions and appeals before the said authority ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Dhubri Bar and local
M. L. As. represented the matter to the Govern-
ment for immediate arrangement for an office
of the Revenue Olficer ?

(d) Whether Government propose to make necessary l
arrangements to ieceive petiton at Dhubri '
immediately ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) re-
plied:

16. (a)—Yes. . -
(b)—Tt is a fact that the people of Dhubri Subdivi-
sion were facing certain amount of inconvenience in the matter
of submitting petitions.
(¢c)—Yes.
: (d)—Yes, an Assistant Revenue Officer has already A
been posted at Gauripur and construction of a branch office
at Dhubri has also been sanctioned.

Maulayi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED : Will the Minister-
in-charge of Revenue be pleased to make arrangement to
receive petitions at Dhubri now ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : This point will be considered,
Sir.

%* £ e # ®

*k%#% Starred Question No.'17 standing in the name of Shri Karka Chandra Ddlcy was
not put and answered on account of the abgence of the hon, Questioner.
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Cattle Loan for different Districts and Subdivisions in
Assam during 1956-57 and 1957-58
(Upto 12th June, 1957).

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked:

*18. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) What sum of money was granted to different
Districts and Subdivisions as cattle loan during
this financial year and the preceding year ?

(6) I it is a fact that no amount- was granted for
Sibsagar Subdivision as cattle loan” in  the
above years ?

(¢) If it is a fact that Government issued certain ins-
tructions to the local authorities not to put

any demand for sanction of cattle loan as the
same was granted to Co-operative ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) ' re-
plied:

18.  (ay—A statement showing the cattle lo
during this year upto 12th  June, 1957
year is placed on the Library Table.

an sanctioned
and the preceding

(b)—During 1956-57  no cattle loan was sanctioned
for Sibsagar as no demand for the same was received from
local officer. But during this financial year  (upto - 12th
June, 1957) asum of Rs.10,000 has been sanctioned,

(¢)—It is not a fact.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA : tasis
Loan fica 13 famts malaets  Credit
fria Sta Seifas  frgos  cavica Zatg omis () [ M 1o IR
ATTHEA qom e Ao fTats Co-operative movement & ‘Hamper
aFfEECT Y 93 fAven sAwia T e gty ¢

faftts  Cattle
Society 7 ‘wfamce

Shri HARESWAR DAS ": sastad SSav4 o1 corst oot st
fear czta i

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA : ©tfis 3555 w9k ssea’ 579
BITIRT EFe A fFAa @FE At fam tmme
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): 773
$57s Iz tzm 1, SIS ga aga > SfFdtAty w7 FiE BN
frat ¢z |

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): 45 54«
gll A4 At B AE A4F A7 gl Az ARG CSTEAS (SUEed
Ftard @ wz ZiEE 5w 9 i Atg Gy

Shri HARESWAR DAS : o zfota 71 @@ Cattle Loan
fepicarz fam 2T |

Myr. SPEAKER: It may not be replied.
Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Golaghat-East):

May I know, Sir, what amount has been given to Golaghat ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS :  That has been given
in the list placed on the Library Table, but for the informa-
tion of the hon. Member, I would like to supply the information.
This year for Golaghat Subdivision, a sum of Rs.10,000 has
been sanctioned as cattle loan.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): May
I know, Sir, what amount has been sanctioned for Jorhat 7

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order.

When the list has been placed on the Library Table giving
therein the district-wise detailed figures, it is not customary to
make any individual references to the same thing in this House.
ITIO}IJll. Member will please consult the list placed on the Library

able. :

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): May
I, Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission, add that this year
also there was no demand from the Subdivisions, but knowing
the difficulties of the people in purchasing cattle, the money has
been pushed up unasked for as, perhaps, the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister is of the opinoin that the people should be helped
as best as the Government can possibly afford to do.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Ttisat the instance of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister that this was done, Sir.
(Laughter).




1957] QUESTIONS

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding) : People
submit their petitions to the Deputy Commissioner, but if the

the Deputy Commissioner does not submit proposals accordingly
to Government, what can the people do ?

719

Mr. SPEAKER:

The question is obvious and the reply
also is obvious.

Shri GAURI SANKAR ROY (Katlichera) & = ) sa18
¥ SAEr FF AT P

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): No
maximum has been fixed, Sir. It is given according to the
demand of the people.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Is it not a fact, Sir, that sometimes the amount of the loan
given is so insuflicient that it can hardly cover the price of even
one cattle ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance ) :
this time minimum of the loan given is Rs.1,000.

No,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Tarabari Protection Work

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked:

48.  Will the Public Works Department Minister be pleased
to state—

e
(a) Since when Tarabari Protection Work was started ?

(b) When the work had to be completed ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA
Works Department) replied:

48. (a)—The actual cxecution of the Tarabari Protection
Works was started in the third week of March, 1957.

(Minister, Public
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(5)—By. 31st May, 1957. (But due to difficulties
in land acquisition, procuring materials and unexpectedly
early floods, the work could not be completed as programmed.
It is expected to be completed in early next winter.)

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : Are Government
aware that some of these spurs have been washed away by the
flood this time at Tarabari ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Public Works
Department): No information has been reccived by Govern-
ment as yet.

Improvement and reconstruction of Ladaigarh Ali in
Holongapar Mauza in Jorhat Subdivision

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA  (Katonigaon)
asked:

49. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to statc—

() Whether it is a fact that it has been proposed
to improve and reconstruct the Ladaigarh Ali
in the Holongapar Mauza in the Subdivision
of Jorhat during Second Five Year Plan
by the Assam Public Works Department ?

(b) If so, whether the works have been started
and when it is likely to be completed ?

Works Depar¢ment) replied: b "

49. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Work has not yet been started. Arrangements
have been made to take over the road from the Local Board
and start the work. The works are expected to be completed

by March, 1959.

Srimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA: Will the Minister-

in-charge be plcased to state when the proposal was taken ?
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Public
Works Department): The reply is there—the road has not
yect been taken up. As stated in the reply, arrangement has

been made to take over the road from the Local Board and
start the work. :

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The reply is that work has not - yet
been started.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: Gener
up in winter.
this winter.

. ally works are taken
In this case also the work will be taken up in

Amount sanctioned for improvement of Nalbari-Dham-=
dhama Public Works Department Road in
1956

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS  [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]| asked: giya (Rese

50.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—
(a) The amount sanctioned for the improvement of

Nalbari-Dhamdhama Public Works Depart-
ment Road in the yvear 1956 ?

() Whether it 1s a fact that almost
is surrendered annually
improvement of the road ?

the whole grant
without making

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Public
Works Department) replied:

50. (a)—No amount was sanctioned for improvement of
Nalbari-Dhamdhama Public Works Dep

: _ ] artment Road in the
year 1956, as it was not included in any improvement pro-
gramme.

(b)—Does not arise,

: Are Government
the road, people are

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS
aware that due to the bad condition of
suffering immensely ?
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Public
Works Depatrment): This relates to 1956. :

Mr. SPEAKER: He said about the suffering of the
people.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : This relates to 1956,

one year back. The road must have been repaired in the
meantime.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] : Are Government aware that
vehicular traffic on this road is closed ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Government have no

information.

Persons registered as Indian Citizens in Jowai Suhb-
division in 1956-57

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM [Jowai (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]| asked:

51. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) How many people have taken a declaration of
Indian Citizenship in the Jowai Subdivision
in 1956-1957 ?

(b) The community or communities they belong
to ?

(¢) thther the names of those persons were entered
in the Electoral Rol] ?

(d) Whe_tl}er those people who have taken Indian
CltlZCI_I'ShIP have got (¢) houses of their own ;
or (u) 11V1ng in rented houses ?

(e) If answer to  (d) (¢

) above be in the affirmative,
who granted th

em a building site ?

(f) Ifthe answer to (d) () above be in the affirma-
tive, who are the owners of the houses P
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Shri {MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) replied:

9l.  (a)—724 persons were registered as Indian Citizens
in  Jowai Subdivision during 1956-57.

(b)—Bengalee Hindus.

(¢)—The names of 422 adult persons were entered
in the Electoral Roll. The others are still minor and not quali-
fied for enrolment under the Representation of the People
Act; 1950.

(d) (1)—Only few persons have got houses of their
own,

(7)—Most of them are living in rented houses.

(e)—By taking scttlement of land from the local land
owners.

( f )—Rented houses belong to different local people.

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM [ Jowai (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: Will the Hon’ble Minister give the
names of people who have rented their houses ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) : It is

not possible to give the names now. If the hon. Member wants,
I will give them afterwards.

Mass Food Poisoning at Sengeli Gaon in Charigaon
ouza

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked :
52, Will the Medical Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government are aware of a mass food
poisoning at Sengeli Gaon of Charigaon Mouza,
at a distance of 2 miles from  Jorhat town on

4th May, 1957 1n which about 60 persons
have been affected ?

() Whether it i1s a fact that Public Health Depart-
ment was informed in due time ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that only Health Assistants
were deputed to the place,  who could not
bring the situation under control ?

tAnswer was given by the Home Minister in absence of the Chief Minister,
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Maedical)
replied:

52. (a)—Yes, the total number of persons attacked
was 93

(6)—The Department was informed in the evening
of 4th May, 1957 when two deaths had already occurred.

(¢)—No. The Civil Surgeon, Assistant  Director
of Public Health, Assistant Surgcon and one Compounder
visited the place of occurrence.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOULOI (Titabar): My ques-
tion was whether it is a fact that Public Health Department was
informed in due time ? The reply is that the Department was
informed in the evening of the 4th May, 1957 when two deaths
had already occurred. But my personal information is. .......

Myr. SPEAKER : Order, order. I have m_adc.it clear
times without number that the purpose of a question 1s to get
information from the Government and not to give information.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : My question is
whether it is a fact that the Public Health Assistants went
to the spot just in the afternoon and if they got the information
in the evening, how could they go there in the afternoon ?

Mr., SPEAKER Order, order.

Sale of Siloche Fishery Mahal

Dr. SHRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked:
53.  Will the Minister, Revenue, be pleased to state-—

(¢) Who has taken the Siloche Fishery Mahal this
year and for what amount ?

() Whether it is a fact that some other lessee offered
and is also now offering more amount than

that of the lessee who has taken it on bid this
year ? :

PR
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(¢) Whether Government has received any representa-

tion not to confirm the sale but to resell the
same ?

(d) If so, whether the Government will resell the

same ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) re-
plied:
53. (a)—The fishery was sold by Subdivisional Officer to

Shri Harinath Das, a caste Hindu, at Rs.20,100 per annum. The
sale was not confirmed by the Commissioner, Plains Division,
as the Subdivisional Officer did not give option to Shri Bharat
Chandra Das, the next highest bidder, who was reported to be
an actual fisherman by caste and profession, to take settlement
at the highest bid as required by Fishery Rule 13. The Commis-
sioner directed the Subdivisional Officer to give the option to
Shri Bharat Chandra Das.  Shri Harinath Das has since filed a
mandamus petition before the High Court against this order.

The matter is now pending before the High Court which has
stayed further action.

(h)—No one offered a higher bid than Rs.20,100.

(¢) & (d)—No such representation has been received
and Government are not the authority either to confirm or
order resale of the fishery.

Cases of Murder and Dacoity reported in each Police
Station of Barpeta Subdivision during

1955 to 1957

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari)

54.,
state—

asked:

Will the Minister-in-charge of Home be pleased to

(a) How many murder and dacoity cases were reported

in each police station of Barpeta Subdivision
during the years 1955 to 1957 ?

«(b) How many of them were charge-sheetcd_ apd
how many of them have ended with conviction
(information to be supplied Thana-wise) ?
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) replied:

54.
Names of Thanas
' A v
Year Shor- Barpeta Tara- Pata-
bhog bari char-
kuchi
(a)(i)—No. of murder cases 1955 6 2 7 2
reported.
1956 7 6 4 1
1957 2 1 4 1
(2z) No. of dacoity cases 1955 3 4 4 1
reported.
1956  Nil 4 Nil  Nil

1957 2 Nil Nil  Nil

(b)(i)—No. of murder cases
pending investigation. 1955 Nil Nil  Nil  Nil

1956 Nil Nil  Nil  Nil
1957 1 Nil  Nil  Nil

No. of murder cases 1955 6 2 4 1
charge-sheeted. :
1956 5
1957 1 1 3 1
No. of murder cases 1955 5 Nil <] |
pending trial,
1956 5 - 2 Nil 1
1957 Nil 1 3 1
No., of murder cases 1955 Nil Nil 1 Nil
ended in conviction.
1956 Nil Nil Nb Nil
1957 Nil Nil Nil Nil
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Names of Thanas
Ll s

[ ¢ ) |
Year Shor- Bar- Tara- Pata-

bhog peta bari char
kuchi

(2) No. of dacoity cases 1955 ©Nil Nil Nil Nil
pending investigation.

1956 Nil Nil Nil Nil
1957 1 Nil Nil Nil

No. of dacoity cases 1955 1 3

2 Nil
charge-sheeted.
1956  Nil - Nil  Nil

1957 1 Nil  Nil Nil

No. of dacoity cases 1955 1 3

2 Nil
pending trial.

1956  Nil 1 Nil  Nil
1957 1 Nil  Nil Nil

No. of dacoity cases 1955 Nil Nil

e Nil Nil
ended in conviction.

1956 Nil 1 Nil

1957 Nil  Nil Nil Nil

Cases of Motor accidents in Barpeta S

ubdivision during
1955 to 1957
Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED

ab.
state—

(Tarabari) asked:
Will the Minister-in-charge of Home be pleased to

(a) How many motor accident cases took place in

Barpeta Subdivision during the years 1955 to
1957 .? R
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(b) How many persons are injured and how many
persons died due to thesc accidents ?

(¢) What are the reasons of these accidents ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) replied:

Year
I A =)
1955 1956 1957
55. (a)—No. of motor accident cases 3 7 4
reported in Barpeta Sub-
division.
(h)—No. of persons injured - & 52
No. of persons died w 1 B 2

(¢)—These accidents occurred due to rash and negli-
gent driving. ‘

Dr. SRIHARI DAS  (Barpeta): Do Government pro-
ose to take action against those persons concerned for rash
and negligent driving ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : Action has been taken. They

were tried in the court of law. Sometimes they have been
convicted and sometimes not,

Cases of Theft and Dacoity under Barama Police Station

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS  [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

56. Will the Minister-in-charge of Home Department
be plcascd to state—

(a) The cases of theft and dacoities committed in the

year 1956 and upto the month of May, 1957
.underpBarama Police Station of Kamrup Dis-
trict !




1957) QUESTIONS 72

0

(b) How many of them have been detected ?

(¢) In how many of such cases the accused have
been convicted ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) replied:

Year Year
1956 1957
56. (a)—No. of theft cases committed !.. 20 3 (upto
the
month of
May).
No. of Dacoity cases committed 3 1
(b)—No. of theft cases (lt-tc(‘u:d/chm‘e;v- 11 3
sheeted.
No. of Dacoity cases detected| 2 Nil
charge-sheeted.
(c)—No. of theft cases ended in convie- 6 Nil
tion.
No. of dacoity cases ended in 1 N:l
conviction.

One dacoity case is under investigation. Three
theft cases and one dacoity case are pending
trial.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS |Rangiya Rese
for Scheduled Tribes)|: Is there any pro'ﬁgosi;l éor op;:;?f;
a Police Beat House under Barama Police Station ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : There is no such proposal.

Fire-affected Families of Barpeta Subdivision
Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked:

57.  Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

() How many families were affected by fire in Barpeta

Subdivision in the years 1955 to 1957 (informa-
tion should be given year by year) ?
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(b) Whether Government has given any help to the
fire-affected people of this State ?

(¢) If so, in what way and what is the amount
(answer should be given district-wise) ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:
57. (a)—1955—30 families.
1956—30 families.
1957—56 families.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Government have rendered relief to the fire

affected people by way of granting gratuitous relief and loan.
The amounts sanctioned are given below:

1955-56
District Gratuitous Loan
Relief

Rs. a. p Rs. a.p

Lakhimpur » - Nil Nil

Sibsagar . '. i} ) 1,700 0 O Nil
Nowgong i - 4,970 0 O 1,000 0 O
Kamrup .. h - 1,120 0 O 12,000 0 0

Darrang R i Nil Nil
Goalpara. . ‘s o 1,500 0 O 7,500 0 O
Cachar . e - Nil 300 0 0
Khasi and Jaintia Hills | 200 0 O 3,000 0 0
Total 2% .. 949 0 0 23,800 0 0

- P cosmm——
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1956-57
District Gratuitous Loan
Relief

Rs: a.9p; Rsii»a. -p.
Lakhimpur " «« 10,200 0 0O 70,000 0 O
Sibsagar .. .. 350 0 O 27,000 0 O
Nowgong .. P 550 020 1,000 0 O

Kamrup .. bt s 636 8 0 Nil
Darrang i " 350 0.-0 1,400 O O
Goalpara. . 5 - 1,480 0 O 12500 0 O

Cachar .. B . 50 0 0 Nil.
Khasi and Jaintia Hills .. Nil 30,500 0 O
Total .. 14068 8 0 142400 0 O

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : Why no
loan was given to the Kamrup district in the year 1956-57 ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) :
Because therc was no report of fire from Kamrup.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED : Isit not a fact that
more than 300 families have been affected by fire this year
in the Barpeta Subdivision ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : I am not aware of it.
Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED : Will Government

enquire into it ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Surely.
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)}.: In regard to Khasi-Jaintia
Hills the reply is nil. In 1956-57 nothing in shape of gratuitous
relief was given although there were fire-aflected persons who
applied for relief.

Shri HARESWAR DAS  (Minister, Revenue): Be-

cause nothing was given, so it is shown as nil.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No gratuitous relief

was given at all ! May T know what was the reason ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Because there were no

demands.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : My knowledge is that
there were demands. (Loud laughter).

Demands for Grants

GRANT No.2
“7—Land Revenue”

Mr, SPEAKER : Now we come to Demands for Grants.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gau-
hati): Before we proceed to the next item, may I make a
submission ?  We have to-day finished the questions long
before the guestion hour is over, and we have two very im-
portant suchcts‘ in the agenda to-day. So, my submission
is that so far as Grant No. 7 is concerned, the rest of the question
hour may be appropriated therein and we may sit for half
an hgur more at the end, Z.e., upto 4-30 p.m., so that Grant
No. 52 instead of bf_e.lng finished in 15 minutes, the time may
be extended to 45 minutes, because this is a very important
subject—industrial policy of the Government.

I may further submit that we have 9 C
Motions under Grant No.7—J,and ﬁgzgngz m\/a\lf]ey pii)pose ltl(f
move only 2, one by Reyv, Nichols-Roy which is of specific
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nature and one general. That will save a few minutes. Rev.
Nichols-Roy will move his Cut Motion first and either myself
or Shri Barbaruah will move the general Motion next.

Mr. SPEAKER: Docs the Hon'ble Minister agree to
this suggestion ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

Major Industries): Yes, I agree.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am thankful to the hon. Member
from Gauhati who has brought this to the notice of the House

and I am equally thankful to the Hon’ble Minister for Major
Industrics who has agreed to the suggestion.

Now I will request the Revenue Minister
Motion.

Shri HARESWAR DAS  (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor
of Assam, I beg to move that a sum of Rs.1,50,88 700 (Rupees
onc crore, fifty lakhs, cighty-eight thousand and seven hundred)
be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending

31st March, 1958 for the administration of the head  “7.—
Land Revenue”.

to move his

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that a sum of
Rs.1,50,88,700 (Rupees one crore, fifty lakhs, cighty-eight
thousand and seven hundred) be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the ycar ending 31st March, 1958, for the
administration of the head “7.—Land Revenue®,

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS -ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr, Speaker, Sir, T beg to
move that the provision of Rs.3,04,000 under Grant No.2. major
head —7—TLand Revenue, minor head—A—General Establish-
ment, sub-head—1—Pay of Officers (total) at page 6 of the
Budget be reduced by Re. 1, ie., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.1,50,88,700  do stand reduced by Re.1.

Sir, the question of dispute of the boundary line between
the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District and Sylhet District
was an old one and it has had a history at the back of it, V_Vthh

is very interesting. Now we are not in greater possession of
the land than what we were in pre-Partition days. It may be
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interesting for the House to know that in pre-British days the
boundary was from the Surma river, and that was the boundary
according to a report by the Government at that time.

«That at the time the British first camc to Assam it was
found that the river Surma was the boundary between the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills and Sylhet District and that the lands north
of the Surma River was in the occupation of the Khasis.”” This
fact was mentioned in a hook entitled ‘A Brief History of the
Survey of the Sylhet District’ by T. Shaw, retired Deputy Superin-
tendent, Survey of India, and published by the Government
of Assam in 1917, where, at page 1 it says, “Sylhet proper came
into the possession of the Company when they acquired the
Dewani of Bengal in 1765. The earliest record of the limits
of the district as then known to the British is the Map prepared
in 1777 under Major James Rennell, Survevor General of
Bengal. This map shows that the K hasis were then being in the
virtual possession of a considerable arca (about 300 square
miles) between the foot Hills and Surma River.”

Then afterwards, the British encroached on the land of
the Khasis, and there was a kind of settlement between the
Government at tha} time and our forefathers. There was
a map drawn— which was written in Urdu, Bengali and Eng-
lish—wherein a boundary line was drawn somewhere between
the foothills of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Surma river, and
our forefathers were assured that the British would not encroach
any more north of the line. When the partition of India came
into effect, the Khasis submitted to the Redcliff Boundary
Commission through the Government of Assam, a claim of
the lands included by the British in Sylhet District, and re-
presented that the boundary line was far below the present
boundary line and that the land belonged to the Khasis. Before
the Partition, there were disputes in certain localitics but
during those days the Deputy Commissioner of Svihet District,
and the Deputy Commissioner of Khasi and Jaintia Hills who
were two British Officers used to settle the disputes locally. But
ually the boundary line was moved towards the Thills as
they thought that from the Khasis no land revenuc could be
got for the land, and gradually almost all the plains lands
which used to belong to the Khasis went to Sylhet District.

grad

Shri HARESWAR DAS  (Minister, Revenue): Sir,
is there any relevancy to the subject of the Cut Motion ? My
hon. Friend has been giving the background of what
happened in the past between the British Government and the

Khasi people.

W
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Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I am not quite sure that it has
no relevancy to the Cut Motion, [ think the background of
the problem would be relevant.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): But,
Sir, the object of the hon. Member is to get the information.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]|: Now, Sir, I want to get
the information from the present Government of Assam what
had been done about this question with the present Pakistan
Government.

In 1946-47 the Government of Assam had the boundary
surveyed and that boundary was put in the map, and that was
done in the year of Independence. At that time the Assam
Government had a very eflicient surveyor, and he survevyed
the boundary and that boundary map is still with the Govern-
ment of Assam. But the Khasi people objected to that map,
as according to that map also the land which was in posses-
sion of the Khasi people, went to Pakistan. The Khasi people
wrote to the Government about this and the Government made
the Khasis to understand that the boundary was not settled
and the boundary was being surveyed.  Now the survey has
becn:mndc about one and a half years. The Hon’ble Minister will
get the information regarding the time when the boundary
would be settled. Objections as to the present survey has been
raised from different parts of the Khasi Hills that larce areas
of land belonging to the Khasis have, accordinghto the
survey, been made to fall within Pakistan, Anybody who
goes to Dawki side will see that by the side of Dawk; Bazar
there is a river and all the people from Darangi village ply theil,'
boats on that river. According to the survey made, this river
also has been taken to Pakistan, T am told. The boundary line
has been made to fall right up to Dawki Bazar. The river and
the land on the foothills which used to be inside the Khasi
Hills was also made to fall within Pakistan. Sir, that is a
great loss to the Khasi people. We want to knc;w from the
Government what they have done in this matter. We have
been told by our Khasi people who followed the Surveyors
that the Surveyor of the Assam Government is not a capable
man. Mr. Creed who was an expert and experienced Surveyor
who laid the line in 1946-47, should be deputed to see whether
the line has been properly put or not. Unless an expert man
is put there, Sir, we are bound to lose much. We are compelled
to abide by the decision of the Government that the map that
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was drawn up in the season from 1941 to 1947 is to be taken
as the map that has given the boundary line. But even in that
map, some lands of ours have been taken to Pakistan ; and
now, as I have said, much more land has been taken to Pakistan,
Therefore, 1 would like to know from the Government what
has been done in regard to this. Representations regarding
this matter have been sent to Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the provision
of Rs.3,04,000 under Grant No.2, Major head —7.—Land
Revenue, Minor head—A.—General Establishment, Sub-
head—1.—Pay of Officers (total) at page 6 ol the Budget
be reduced by Re.l, ie, the amount of the whole grant
of Rs .1,50,88,700 do stand reduced by Re.l.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that the total provision o
Rs.1,50,88,700 under Grant No.2, Major head—7.—Land
Revenue, at page 3 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, 7.e;
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,50,88,700 do stand
reduced by Re.l.

Tt ek dtem @t o4 Wiy @3ch Al gean el 4% A
T FE FgAs 4w FAlEfeE o fFw oatrz g afzm wWE T8
seag 3ot | @17 39S ARTET G| qF JddwEm e A AT AT
Sfes 4idy =0 ©i69 |  fi7weam 4@0A ciicetea, {1 goam gifs feq Fiacd
Siata T e, 1 AR Agza e 4w Al Sfbs e T T
cites Atemww TG ( profitable holding ) wity Wéls i b
A7) TR ATS 2T 12 AiGacz AimW cEE Bfew ) wlEE (49 32T ATRI
qiAA CUCEA ;4 4t (Tt AggcalER drem §atE @ =
(Agricultural Incom-tax) fzsit4 wiaty F A9 atced | FEaT A
opdE A wEE gt cm i w czog | cAfees aF A fog
FaA AleTaw Abacz  digm ity FEa ated,  dFca ot wiEE wT
AtatgE@ <= 4w Eatm Sfos TEa

fastacs wfmt@ Sooow T Sifea smen w8 @ ATITFCA THWTF
s Aty Ao wifF 3w g ggn qoks 7w HTa czEE Ao
s 12 AnenEAq edqs @b At 4177 FfEcy | FEd TE@AE AfeEE
Afrte BT A oS AT Fg eddtrm gews 4ldy T NT | AR
aiis? B GO e ST woters 4ty i Al AR G
qeay e fa e 7 v cifencs sfimtas atgm f7fem of2wcacz sawied
ftgm @i Sfos |

o 459 F§ @ 5= A cwtem wams i faca csfeom f2fimtT
tata 7t g gt AT SeEme gem AR atw @ ot Afifee
At freg 1 1% Ste Ziwia-2ta B9 g fim atzew o= Rt awe sk
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W cobramts Bty fm Atta corzea codate g@im wwaR )| [ R
AW FIF A [t frm @ tmg—aie W2NEE wRE IEE A
1] " F@ Czim |

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : =« w2iwd,
Aivefas e Primta @ t=s o Compensation frm tzg ? .

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :
1908 @ atqez B i A oon wiTm aizs G fwea gwe: Wi
AN AT T oAd ) FAem wwa ety o qga ofs T sy 1w
ITe: 74 AZTE Ao ate w3 AfEE | e dieate Tt w2
qF ffmien ats e w12

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) : May we know,
Sir, whether that Co-operative is registered or not ?

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Registrar-
ed w7 =T dipts BT =9

qE QB TN FE @ FAFA A BW w4 o@F W ain e
@A ffom 1 a2E wmtn w i@ @G At CZTCT | i T Tl TR
FA%E1 Fla9 |

O5CQ BT >8 (Gr7BFAd TN (RIS Wity cu figwiea, Azl wite
eIl T2gag gagadia «técaiacel  ATGIEEA, BoAlsh Wiy ol Atw
201 A=A 77 s faca ofE 0z wilfioy |

*EECBut there is no doubt that the average Sibsagar ryots
now wear better dress, cat better, at least in the sense of
taking more variegated food and moved in a better way. His
standard of living has definitely increased leading to expendi-
ture on new things and some articles which were considered as
luxuries in 1927 are now fast becoming necessities. The charace
ter of the village houses has improved. The old ‘chakis’ and
‘piras’ have been replaced by chairs and Yablel. o vina e
(laughter),........... Washing soap has become an article of
common use, Masur dal is being purchased from market
for consumption by the sale proceeds of Matikalai while mus-
tard oil is more in common use. Torches and bicycles have
penetrated even in the far off villages and perfumes and toilets
are also making headway. The mobility of the ryots has at
the same time increased and he now travels by bus and rail”

BI2CFAT @ddaw  (aeEs (B, B5A 8w aras  (BA-———wERETIn
ditg?, St Belfqe farelm e edts weacw 59 oMficg AR 9
@Al | @ wen GeEIfEE St Fiwoen aises w2 Sib
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frqea cefom aie AtZcae (ords Awas cstp feea | afEcE = Ffarg
@ azcatad AREE za wiT Az 3% wza, o1 FECA2 ARANIGES

s =ifzog |

Sir, wima  s=dcasa Land policy ar#t w12 1 Landless Wiz
1% cfta arwata? afg s @iF @ ata == @ Alb AR TR
atqze® Landless cifta ¢ 7 a2 sos amdeacsa owien fafws - Policy
T | @rAm AdRF B sdgretEm Taton a@tfFiacE q=a)  Si9 ﬁrgfinq

77, ¥

# arze WME AtA | gftm Atz atf fwma aEE Tl
M Aza A wEfFaE 251 cmEm, 9F19pF, patzrwe  Gtfn &Flw
Stgq WM derata sawld frAfs @l Alfice, o FHAT 2 BIFR
cFftm Clearcut policy @ |

Sir, @z wAfedba wdn @fs g T FERiEE A
atata 477 3@ Top heavy tzrz | wafeqbia 747 tfea S>e Fa afem
Sou A FfEg TGl x> T Aplirg | gaferfA AT ABICAZ (PR efe
zqc 7 %Al @Rz F@A top heavy (z 1 czez | 92 wafeqh =T
Land settlement 3 %7e facg | =tfa citwwm @1 =wtdfe fedfs Ffqea

Ttacdt «% m3fe7h @=te= Land revenuc officer fzplcd 4@ 7ty |
FfFAa o4 T |

fostaa  wifqats  a=a=  ciwan wtfacacs fedls
QA fqale feedfe st zoa qipss fa amez =@ifF 41z o erET
ofsfafa =it afiwlaa ofefafy a  aB Democratic Board 13 =iitat |
Democratic country © Democratic sica sz @fcsd | @fwias Fforad
foqea 80 A4 BF 4@ ¢zrm | qEA WA o oA5dd FAS q89 5F I
77 TN BHm | CEwd ot we ofmew gw v zlre it o
B R w3 Tza ifen fafice 4= =fqq =ifcd |

Sir, TgT wdtHs IO @wiE qbeg | 80160 T 200 TRI
412 41 Tz A Tgw GiAs At waEeA ey | 92 AGCIRT OO
AT T FAR QAT (Avs T GiF G w za (SrE Sfel A9l
29 T 92 serilta cFiem Fieag i e @ e i wad
72 @2 Cut motion wife 4fcy) | wdfwea @i 9 w0 TRAS
Gz 7[ziE@ A9 FET |

- Mr. SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total
provision of Rs.1,50,88,700 under Grant No.2, Major head—
_7..-—La31d Revenute afy 1.%age i of the Budget be reduced by Re.l,
i.6., e amount of the whole Rs.1,50,88,700 do
stand reduced by Re.l. gpant.of ;

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, while supporting the Cut Motion moved
by my Friend, Shri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah, I would like
to go into the original Motion of the Revenuc Minister himself,
that is, with regard to the policy underlying this demand.
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Sir, in the hand-book of Agriculture and Community
Development of the Planning Commission itself it is said:
“The future of land ownership and cultivation constitutes
perhaps the most fundamental issue in national development.
To a large extent the pattern of economic and social organisa-
tion will depend upon the manner in which the land problem
is resolved. Sooner or later, the principles and objectives of
policy for land cannot but influence policy in other sectors as
well.”  This is more so as by far the overwhelming majority
of our people are peasants or dependents on agriculture.

Now, the Report of the Congress Agrarian Reforms Com-
mittee will give us some light as to what the ruling party say
in this matter. As this is a Congress Government which is
ruling in our State, the people naturally expected that at least
the report of the Congress Agrarian Reforms Committee would
be followed by the Government. It was as early as 1947 that
this Committee was appointed and the recommendations of
this Committee were placed before the Congress President as
early as 1949. 1In this report it is said that the elimination of
all intermediaries between the State and the tiller is imperative.
It is also said thus, ‘“The Committee is strongly of the opinion
that in the agrarain cconomy of India there is no place for
intermediaries and land must belong to the tiller. = %%
The Committee has, thercfore, recommended that, in furture,
subletting of land will be prohibited except in the case of widows,
minors and other disabled persons™. 1t is further said, “Only
those who put in a minimum amount of physical labour and
participate in actual agricultural operations would be deemed
to cultivate land personally.” So, that was the directive
of the Agrarian Land Reforms Committee of the Congress
itself and when our country embarked upon a planned develop-
ment we found the primary aim laid down inthe Draft Outline
of the First Five-Year Plan at page 39 thus, “The Primary aim
of the Plan is to improve agricultural production®”. Then,
Sir, to achieve a consolidated Agrarian Reform, a basis also
was laid down and this basis we find in the publication of the
Planning Commission known as “Our Plan’. Here the basis
laid down is like this — “How 1s land owned and cultivated ?
This question has a close bearing on agricultural progress.
The cultivator has no incentive to work hard unless he owns
the land he lls. If he cultivates another man’s land, he
must have security of tenurc and a fair return for his labour.
Hitherto, the existence of numerous intermediaries - between
the State and the cultivator, insecurity and high rents have
tended to cramp the cultivator’s initiative and enterprise. The
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structure of our rural society must change if our economy
is to develop appreciably. The land policy suggested by the
Commission will lay the foundations of a new order in the
villages™.

For instance, intermediate rights are to be abolished
forthwith. And this means that cviction of cultivators must
be banned by law.

Then, Sir, about doing this and as to what would be the
measures and standards of Agrarian Reform, the Planning
Commission itself made certain observations in the Progress
Report for 1953-54, at page 106. Itis laid down thus,
“Measures for Agrarian Reform can be judged by two standards,
viz., the extent to which the land system become capable of
promoting an economic development and yielding increased
production and the extent to which it serves the objects of
social justice by securing to the cultivator permanent rights in
the land and a fair reward for his labour’” and with that end
in view , during the first phase of the First Five-Year Plan,
iz, April, 1951 to September, 1953 certain targets were
set and this we find in the report styled as “The Progress
of the Plan.”” Here in pages 112 to 128 these objectives
are laid. Now what are these objectives ? 'They are—
abolition of intermediarics, reform of tenancy  ceiling
on* holdings, consolidation of holdings and re-organisa-
tion of agriculture. Now with this background,  with these
directives, objectives, standards and mecasures laid down, we
are to see whether and how far we in this State have achieved
that objective and instead of mysclf saying something which
might be taken by the Government as irresponsible criticis,
let me again refer to the reports of the Planning Commission
itself. I refer to pages 108, 109 of the Book known as the
Progress Report for the First Five-Year Plan. Here about Assam,
very good remarks are given and the Minister-in-charge would
f:}o well to put his back after hearing this. It is said at page 108,

Legislation for the abolition of ~intermediaries has not yet
been implemented in  Assam (laughter), ~ West Bengal,
Mysore, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi.”’

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): It
has been given alphabetically,

S.h::i GAURISAI‘*}KAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gaubhati),
Even if it is placed at the last, the fact remains, -as stated
by the Government of India, that the Government of Assam

TS




1957] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 741

had not done anything in this respect, I

mean—in respect of
having a legislation for

the abolition of the intermediaries.
Then again at page 109 it has been said that legislative measures
have yet to be undertaken in the temporarily-settled districts
of Assam. That is to say, it has not been undertaken in the
following arcas and tenures, namely, in Assam, and in respect
of temporary-settled arcas. Tt is very well known to this House
that in Assam temporary settled areas are by far the most.
Not only that. It is further said at page 20, that a number of
important States like Assam do not have regulation on

ceiling and some of them have not even adopted the necessary
legislations.

Sir, after this, should 1 give any
the great achievement that we have m
mean, w:_th rcg;‘u'd to land rchu:m, wilh. regard to the progress
in the reform of land tenure achieved during the last five vears ?
Now, what is the objective set for the Second Five-Year Plan ?
If we are to do ;myt‘lnng substantial during the Second Five-
Year Plan, we must fulfil what has remained unfulfilled during
the First Plan period, here and now, otherwise we shall be

crying in the wilderness. JIf we think that the Second Plan
will bring anything in this State, Sir, in  the shape of building
up an industrial super structure which the Second Five-Year
Plan envisages, we must have the agrarian basis solid. While
other States have done something in this respect, this State—
this  ‘Pandab Barjit Desh’—has lagged far far behind and that
also under the regime of a Congress rule ! The Congress ideals,
as laid down at page 109 of the Congress Agrarian 60mmittcc’s
Report,  remains unimplemented.  Who * can expect; f Sk
that we shall achieve the purposes set out in the Secona Plan
if we hesitate, if we become conservative in this matter of
land reform ? With all respect to  the Minister-in-charge
of Land Revenue about whose knowledge, wisdom and sym-
pathy to the people I have no doubt, I must say, that in spite
of his erudition, there is a lot of conservatism in him. The
time has come when this conservatism has to be shaken off.
We must do sweeping land reforms, otherwise all our hope
of industrial superstructure will vanish. Sir, the task before
us is great. The achievement of socialistic pattern of society
has been accepted as the objective o

.as the oby f our economic policy. This
means that the basic criteriais determined on the lines of advance-

ment we make in the matter of distribution, consumption and
investment. The benefit should not be confined to the few
privileged classes (_Jf people of the society ; there should be

2 .
progressive reduction of economic disparity. All economists

more criticism about
ade in this respect, I
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in the world support this view.  Now, the system of collecting
land revenue which is prevalent in many parts of India including
Assam is not of a progressive pattern. Now, [ quotc a few
lines from the forecast report as published in the Assam Gazetle,
September 14, 1955 wherein it is stated— **#*it is clear
that the prices of commodities that the ryot has to purchase
have gone up at least three times since 192777  I'rom this 1t
appears that the condition of the peasantry has become worse.

Sir, Shri T. T. Krishnamachari has admitted that due
to the halting manner of land reforms in several States, and
I may say including Assam, the real purpose of the First
Five-Year Plan has failed. So, inspite of the programme of
Community Development and other projects where so much
money has been spent, the real purpose has not been achicved,
Sir. On the contrary, the rich has become richer and the
poor poorer. The Union Deputy Finance Minister the other
day said on the floor of the Lok Sabha that the gap between
the rich and the poor has widened instead of being narrowed.
So, when we are faced with such a stupendous task of narrowing
the gulf and making the difference between the higher income
group and the lower income group as narrow as possible so as
to upgrade those at the bottom, we must not be conservative
and we must not be wavering and undecided like Shakespeare’s
Hamlet “To be or not to be, that is the question”. We find
the Government at present eternally questioning, “To be
or not to be’, and nothing substantial has been made in the
matter of land reform. We have seen, as 1 have read out just
now, that the Planning Commission directed that eviction
should be stopped. The Prime Minister of India had said in
his usual emotion that to evict a peasant from his land is a crime.
But what do we find in Assam ? Under the present benign
rule or merciful rule, as many as 30,000 people have been evicted
in one year in the State of Assam. What for ? Because they
are termed as encroachers. They have encroached upon
the reserves of the Government, the so-called grazing reserves,
village grazing reserves and some forest reserves. I may submit,
Sir, that there have been some cases of encroachment which
are quite unjustificd. But in many places there have been
encroachments upon places which could easily have been settled
with peasants and as a matter of fact Government ultimately
submitted to the pressure. For example, in my own constituency
there is one Reserve called Malobari Reserve which Originall};
had 9,995 bighas of land. Government would have done
well to make planned settlement of this land. This is an ideal
place for cultivation and 1t has some swampy lands also and
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Government could start ideal agricultural farm here. But

what has been done ?  Some people from Hajo, Palasbari

and Rampur applicd for this land and some people were forced

to go into this reserve due to crosion.  When at first encroach-

ment took place and when our present Chief Minister was the

Revenue Minister, for reasons best known to him, he allowed

some of them to have temporary setilement for three years.

Now, Sir, temporary scttdement for three years means in fact
giving cternal settlemeint, because once the people are placed
there, it would be inhuman to evict them. Gradually more and
more people began to settle there and about 5,000 bighas of this
had to be settled with the encroachers. This shows that the
Government ultimately submitted to the scttlement  of
this Reserve. But this had to be done under pressure. What
earthly reason was there for the Government for not t
up planned scttlement carlier ? T am giving only one instance.

There are many other instances also. There are also lands
under the temples, under Satras and also under other inter-
mediaries where evictions are taking place. Even the Adhiars’
Protection Act instead of helping the Adhiars, has created
difficulties for them. It is being flouted in many places by the
landlords and thus the Adhiars’ Act has become quite
ineffective.  The land ceiling legislation has been passed, but
it has not becn implemented and the result is that the trend
of social legislation remains only on pPaper. There have in the
meantime taken place a lot of Benami transactions. I have
been told that even one of the Ministers himself has done this
sort of Benami transaction taking advantage of this ineffective
legislation. So, even after these five years of the First Five-Year
Plan, the peasants, for whose benefit these legislations have been
enacted, have got no benefit at all. This shows that passing
of legislations should not be for the sake of passing only. The
Government appear to sh.ow to the Planning Commission that
through passing such legislations, we had done something for
the people. Tf such legislations are not implemented, what
1s the good of passing them ? The landlord class is as powerful
as the Bengal tigers and as a matter of fact the Land Ceiling
Act, the Addhiars’ Protection Act, cte., . are only pin-pricks to
them. Sir, we had the privilege of sending you as one of the
representatives of the Indian Delegation to ur great neighbour-
ing country, China, and there our Delegation, those accredited
leaders of India, saw things for themselves. In China which
is a thickly populated country and where the land problem is as
acute as in India, they have solved the problem through demo-
cratic means and not through totalitarianism as the Finance

Minister insinuated. Even in India, the new Kerala Government

aking
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has banned eviction and it isafact that with promptness that
Government has been able to tackle their land problem also.
If some State Governments in India and if our neighbouring
country China can solve such a problem, why not our Govern-
ment take lessons from them ? I have great respect for the patrio-
tism of our Ministers. Yet I feel that they are even now under
the pressure of indecision. I beg to submit that they should
rise to the occasion and they should bring about land reform as
suggested by the Planning Commission.: If that is done, and {
that also very quickly, we can take certain steps as envisaged
by the Second Five-Year Plan.

With these few observations Sir, I support the Cut Motion
moved by my Friend, Shri Borbaruah.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister will give his reply at 3 p.m.
Therefore further observations that are going to be made by
other hon. Members will have to be limited.

*Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara):
I shall try to be very brief, Sir. I would like to speak about
land reforms in our district of Goalpara where Zamindary has
been abolished and a survey is going on. Sir, I would like to
mention only one point, after the abolition of Zamindary, in
the Act a provision has been made under Section 4(6) that
the rights of the tenants will remain as before. But, Sir, I
understand that the Government have taken action to abolish
the san ban tax which the tenants of the Goalpara district
used to pay to the Zamindars for collection of thatch, fire-wood
and such timber as could be carried by a single man on his
shoulder for construction of their houses. By abolishing this
tax Government have violated the rights of the tenants and
have gone against the provisions of the Act. There is of course
a proviso to the section I just mentioned that if the tenants of any
area by a resolution express themselves in favour of abolition
of some of their rights, only that area will have its rights aboli-
shed. But I do not know, Sir, whether any area in the Goalpara
District passed any resolution or informed Govérnment in any

*Speech not corrected. ‘

e e
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other way that san ban  tax should be abolished. So far as
I know, the Congress people of one area, viz., Chapor, passed a
resolution for abelition of san ban tax. Even if it is taken as
the expression of opinion of the people of the area, it would
have been better to abolish the tax in that area only.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Is it

the hon. Member’s contention that  san pan tax should be
retained ?

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara:)
Yes, Sir, because on payment of this tax the tenants used to
get some benefits, viz., they could collect their thatch, fuel-
. wood and also such timber as could be carried on the shoulder

of a single man for construction of their houses. All these
things the tenants had been getting on payment of the

san
ban  tax.

Then, another thing I would like to mention is the right
to trees given by the Goalpara T(‘nancy Act.

; The tenant
had the right to use or sell trees, even Sal and Sisy trees, grown

in their homes. But. 8ir now the tenants cannot sell even
mango trees without taking permission from the Forest Officer.
I do not know why this right has been taken away when the
Goalpara Tenancy Act is still in force. Then, Sir, during
the last Session of the Assembly, the Goalpara Tenancy Act
had been amended to stop ¢jection of tenants. Under the Act
as amcnded, no tenant can be CjCCth on any ground. Everi
if they encroach on Khas land, that land shoulq be settled with
them on receipt of rent upto live years. And, - Sir, onca'a
tenant gets settlement it becomes his Pe€rmanent ’propcrt

Now the Zamindary system has been abolished and we apprehen}éi
that the provisions of the Land Revenue Regulation will pe -
enforced in our district also. This Land Revenye Regulation
was the creation of the British masters for their own benefit
and 1if this is applied to our district many rights of the tenip®
will be taken away. I would suggest  that the rights which
our tenants are now enjoying should be extended to the tenants
in the temporarily-settled areas. [ understand Government
are going to abolish annual Patta settlement.  Of course the
periodic patta scttlement in the temporarily-settled districts
gives some rights, but even then it is not preferable to the system
of settlement obtaining in our district, which glves a permanent
right to the tenants. I understand  the Congress Reforms
Committee also recommended that the tenants should be given
a permanent right over their holding.
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Then, Sir, I would like to point out certain difficulties
which the people are experiencing with regard to the survey
that is going on in our district. The Mandals and Kanangoes
who are serving there are not at all conversant with the Tenancy
laws of our district. Then, sometimes these Mandals and
Kanungoes, on getting some benefit for themselves, alter the
ownership. Sometimes the owners are not informed and so
they cannot be present at the time of settlement and put objec-
tion to the alteration in their ownership. And, Sir, I under-
stand also that sometimes these people do not consult the
Zamindars’ records when they go for scttlement. Sometimes
Sir, when two Mandals go to survey, they measure the
land of one person into two blocks. There are various difficul-
ties and our people are not accustomed to this kind of survey
in Goalpara district. Also there is no proper place for the
people to file objection to this kind of survey. The people come
from distant places of Dhubri Subdivision to file their objections
at Goalpara. To avoid the difficulties of the p ople in the
matter of filing objections, I hope, Sir, the Minister-in-charge
will kindly see that such objections are atleast received in Tahsil
office and these may be disﬁoscd of afterwards in a better way.

With these few words, Sir, as my time is up, I beg to resume
my seat.

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbari): =77 arziea, Gt st

g MO 3T {787 er wife afeg AR 12 AIECE B FICY
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Mr. SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total
provision of Rs.1,50,88,700 under Grant No.2, Major head—
% __Land Revenue at page 3 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,50,88,700 do
stand reduced by Re.l. '

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, Rev. Roy has raised a different point and that
is by way of cliciting information. I would like to supply him
the information first.

The question of demarcation of boundary between Khasi
and Jaintia Hills and the East Pakistan is no longer a matter
for this Government only. This is an international boundary.
There are two parties, .., two countries, involved in it. The
entire agreement is a bi-partite agreement. The Pakistan
Government and the Assam Government, 2.6 the Indian
Government agreed to certain principlcs. They agreed to
abide by certain maps and they are demarcating the boundary
and surveying boundary according to these maps. I have
full sympathy with Rev. Roy and the Khasi people, but inspite
of that, it 1s regrettable that Government cannot help them
much. Unilaterally this Government cannot discard that
agreement. Boundary disputes had been there from 2 long
time. It was a question of boundary dispute between two dis-
tricts, Khasi and Jaintia Hills and the district of Sylhet then.
Due to these disputes, there was survey and preparation 0
maps. For the disputed portion between Tharia Ghat 1o
Garo Hills survey was made and map was prepared and 11
1886 Government by notification accepted that boundary-

Then in 1892-93 another survey was made for the portion -

East of Tharia Ghat. In 1893 there was a notification accepting
that.boundary as the boundary of these twoO districts for that

ortion. Now in the present survey both Pakistan Government
and the®Assam Government on behalf of the India Government,
accepted these two maps as the basis according to which the
boundary will be demarcated. So, the surveyors ate demarcat-
ing the boundary according to these maps. Now, the Khasi
people and Rev.Roy want that the boundary should be demar-
cated qccordmg to possession. That cannpot be done. This
is an _lnternational boundary which cannot be demarcated
sccording to possession.

Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: May 1 rise on a point of
clarification, Sir ? That is not altogether our contention. Our
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contention is that hair’s breadth differences in possession can be

settled to mutual satisfaction if the survey is conducted by ex-
pert surveyors.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister,
may be so. But the 1893 survey, which was a theodolite
survey, there were fixed pillars. According to these fixed
pillars’ the demarcation is being done. It is very difficult for
one surveyor to mislead another. That is not possible.

Revenue): That

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes) : Between the pillars which
are situated probably 7 or 8 miles away from one another,
there may be some differences. That is appreciated. But
there may be points between which the diflerence may be so
negligable, that such differences can be sctiled in such a way
that these possessions —can be provided for by proper survey
on both sides. Otherwise, the people possessing lands between

these pillars may lose their lands, however, small it may
be.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : That is by implication to say

that our surveyors are not trained. I am not prepared to
accept that our surveyors arc not trained.

“Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Surveyors are all
trained but the man who is placed there as surveyor seems to

be a very young person. That is the experience of the people
who follow the surveyor.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Young people trained in modern

method of survey are rather good. They may not follow
the old antiquated method and be led by others.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : (Karimganj-
North) : On a point of information, Sir. May I know

the position of survey in Karimganj Subdivision in Pathoria
as to whether itlis going on ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : I am sorry, Sir, I cannot
reply to the point raised by the hon. Member off hand.
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [ Cherrapunji (Re_
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: I want to know, Sir,
whether Government has got the report of the survey that l_las
been completed, whether the boundary has been fixed accordmg
to this survey and whether Government have agreed to this
survey or not ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): We
have not received it, but we cannot go beyond the bi-partite
agreement. _

Now, my Friend, Jahanuddin Saheb, raised another
point. I propose to reply to this just now because it is not a
Very major point. I am surprised somewhat, Sir, that my
Friend wants to retain the 'sonban’  tax. The people had
to pay this tax under the Goalpara T'enancy Act. Now, we
did away with this tax only for the benefit of the tenants, But
my Friend wants to retain it. | do not know what is his objec-
tion. He says that if a tenant pays the ‘sonbon’ tax , then
he can carry certain trees for construction of his house. Tt is
absolutely incorrect. There is no provision in the Goalpara
Tenancy Act by which a tcnant by payment of ‘sonbon’ tax
can cut any Sal tree and take away the same for construction
of his house. ‘Son’ means thatch and  ‘bon’ means fuel.
We considered this imposition of tax on thatch and fuel, which
are commodities of essential use to the people, and so we have
done away with it. T do not know how the people in the con-
stituency of the hon. Member will receive him if {his point
as raised by my hon, Friend is brought to their knowledge.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara):
On a point of clarification, Sir. The idea of the people of my
constituency is that abolition of the “Sonbon’ tax has deprived
the people of their right to collect thatch and fuel,

Shri HARESWAR DAS My TFriend, who is a lawyer,

is there to explain the right thing  and tell them that they
are not so deprived.

Now, Sir, I want to clarify ope simple point raised by my
hon. Friend. According to {he Goalpara Tenancy °Act,
tenants who occupy their own land is entitled to cut trees from
it, but in Khas land where none has any tenancy right, a
tenant cannot cut trees. There are mango trees in khas lands,
To prevent illegal felling the permit system is cnforced. There
are innumerable mango trees in Khas land which are property
of the Government. The Permits are given without any charge,

—
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED ( Bilasipara ):

Sir, what is the necessity of this permit ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS ( Minister, Revenue ) :

Sir, as I have already stated the mango trees in the Khas land
are Government property and to prevent their illegal felling
permit is given.

Now as regards the points raised by my hon. Friend,
Shri -~ Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya I would like to say that
he delivered quite a nice speech, but in a pessimistic view.
I request him to have a more optimistic view. What he wants
us to do we also want to do.  Mere legislation cannot bring in
land reform.  We are to carry the people with us.  1f we cannot
carry the people with us, law will remain only in statute book.
It is very diflicult to change the practice connected with land,
by merely passing laws. The Adhiars Protection Act is there,
in the present shape from 1954. In some areas it has acted
well and in some areas it has not done any good to the Adhiars.
Unless  the co-operation of the people is
Act will remain merely an Act on paper.
of the people is wanted. The Adhiars are mostly 1lliterate
and ignorant. The land-owners are mostly intelligent.  So
it is the land owners who are to co-operate. But they are to
Co-operate to liquidate themselves.  This they have not done.
So the Adhiar Act is there without doing much good to the
Adhiars. We cannot have any land reform in our State unless
the peole co-opcrate with the Government. The Planning
Commission also wants that we shall follow a phased programme
in land reform. 1 shall state what steps we are takinc? in this
regard. The First Five Year Plan laid stress on the abolition
of intermediaries, and Security of tenancy and fixation of rent
so that intermediaries cannot indiscriminatcly Increase thc:,
rate. Land system of our State differs from otl

' 1er States in
India. In our State we have about 15 lakhs acres of land

in Goalpara district and 1,82,000 acres of land in Karimganj
under Permanent settlement, and the rest of the land in the
State is under Ryatory system. But in other States like West
Bengal the position is otherwise.  The entire State is under
Permanent Settlement. In our State the abolition of Zamindaries
is not a great problem, though that has to be done, as all sorts

of intermediaries are to be done away with but we have to do
it through legislation.

forthcoming the
The co-operation

Now, Sir, our approach to the question differs from the
hon. Member’s approach. We have to do it through
legislation, and then the Constitution comes with its funda-
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mental right and the Law Courts. The State Acquisition of
Zamindaris  Act, which was passed by this House in the
year 1949 for abolition of Zamindaries in the State could not
be enforced so long , because of the cases in that connection
ending before law Courts. Only this year we have been
able to fully enforce the Act; consequently there was some
delay in acquiring the Zamindaries.

Czptain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)|: Sir, on a point of in-
formation, What about the Garo Hills ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Sir,
about Garo Hills, the right of acquisition of the Zamindaries
remains with the State Government. But the District Council
of Garo Hills are administering the Zamindaries in the Garo
Hills.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Sir, I do not

know in what way the Hon’able Minister could say that the
District Council of the Garo Hills has forcibly took possession
of the Zamindaries there.

. Shri HARESWAR DAS : I do not mean force. My hon.
Friend, knows better how the Mahal of Mechpara Court of
Wards Estate which falls in the Garo Hills is being administered
by the District Council. So the abolition of Zamindaries in

that district is not a pressing problem. That is the position in
the Garo Hills.

. Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA ; Sir, for the informa-
tion of the House, I would like to say that we are managing a
portion of the Mechpara Estate under an agreement which
was made in the year 1878, The Government agreed to the
arrangement that 25 per cent would go to Government and the
75 per cent  to the autonomous District Coouncil of the Garo
Hills. That is the position. According to the agreement
reached between the Government and the Garo Hills District

Council that the management shoul th AL
Council of the Garo Hills, pagile. b8 TREER the L

Shri HARESWAR DAS : T have no objection to

that, Sir.  Now as regards intermediaries in Goalpara
district, those who hold land apove 1,000 bighas, in three

iy ome—
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estates these intermediaries have been abolished.this year.
There are t(wo estates where we could not do it for want

of figures. In two other estates the cases were pending before
the Supreme Court

and only the other day forwards last part
of last March judg

ment was passed. . Next year all inter-
mediaries will be abolished

.

Now Sir, in Karimganj the Act could not be enforced.

his is a peculiar subdivision, The land under Zamindary

system is 1 lakh, 82 thousand acres. In Goalpara we have

15,000 acres of land and there are six families of Zamindars

though in the register there are 19 names ; but in Karimganj
for 1 lakh, 82 ythousand  acres

there are 5,063 Zamindars
and the names of the Zaminders are

For the last 150 years or so
corrected, and for acquisition we have to serve notices
on the Zamindars. We appointed a Special Officer
Just to collect names and after 15 he came and

* about 5 montl
reported that he had collected about one lakh names and that
too is not correct. We asked him how did he collect these
names ? Hercplied, “by searching all revenue records, sale
deeds, ectc.” Now, some people had gone to England, some
to Pakistan and some were dead and so his list was not correct.

there the Zamindars

We had to amend the Act. Besides.
They cannot tell who are their tenants or

have no papers.
how many tenants they have. N othing can be known for want of
papers. In that peculiar state of things if we abolish these
Zamind

aries then everybody will enjoy the land free of rent.
¢ cannot realise as we do not know, who are our tenants,

For that reason we ordered for survey and preparation of records
of rights.

not there (laughter).
the register has not been

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) s
For how many years this has been going on ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS
this is the third year

(MiniSter, Revenue): I think
four years.

5 possibly it will take another three or

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA

[Patharkandi (Re-
served for Scheduled Castes)]:

T BT 99098 iHegae |
Shri HARESWAR DAS : wWe

but if we fail we can
to finish it. As a matter

want to 'ﬁni.sh it.:
not help it, but our intention is
of fact the majority of Zamindars
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in Karimganj are very small landholders, holding even 5
bighas of land—it is only the idea of being a Zamindar but no
land (laughter—loud and_ prolonged). By abolition of these
Zamindaries no land will be available to be given to the poor
because the Zamindars themselves are poor.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi  (Re-
served for Scheduled Castes) |: 2% wc4y giawtam «[oited TlmR
Fra fwea |

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): ‘There
may be some cases. So long there is land and there is encroach-

ment on it, there will be evictions—who can prevent that ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYAY (Gauhati):
Has not the Planning Conmimission directed that these should be
regularised ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Yes, the Planning Commission
wants us to regularise it. We inherited the anomalies left
by the British  for the last 150 years these records were
not corrected—this is not our creation.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—
North): When the British failed to preparc the records of
rights let us see how the Assam Government can ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Then my Friend may bring
some Britishers to do the job, we will welcome that. (laughter).
Sir, that is the position with regard to permanently settled
areas.

Now regarding temporarily settled areas the ryotwari
systern is there ; except some ‘lakhiraj land’ and ‘nisphikhiraj’
land there is no other intermediaries. In the past I
assured my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, to abolish these
‘qakhiraj’ and  ‘nispikhiraj’  Jands.” Generally these lands
are occupied by Temples and Satras. Actually we intended
to bring in a Bill for this in this Session. The Bill was drafted,
put that Bill was found repugnant to the Constitution. So we
discarded it and drafted another. It was sent for being vetted
by the Legal Remembrancer but he suddenly fell ill,  and
it was not vetted. So we could not introduce it in this Session,
I shall introduce it in the next Session and I hope my T riend ]

§ T,

g
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will support it, T mean this abolition of the ‘lakhiraj” and
‘nispikhiraj’  lands.  With this abolition, intermediaries in
temporarily settled areas also will go.

Another point is that in temporarily settled areas all lands
are ryotwari owners hold lands directly under Government.
The direction of the Planning Commission is that intermediaties
in between Government and tenant should be done away with
and tenants brought directly in touch with Government. This
condition almost prevails in temporary settled areas. But
there are some big landowners.  To do away with these big
landowners we have passed the Fixation of Ceiling  Bill last
year and it has reccived President’s assent.
assent the Planning Commission gave some suggestions in the
line of which the Act ‘was to be amended and then enforce
it. So we have an gmenciny Bill .. bun it (4 wvoice: from
the Treasury Benches- -fixation of ceiling ?)—Yes, fixation of
ceiling. Now 150 bighas is fixed as a ceiling.  With regard
to annual lands we have already issued mstructions that annnal
lands above the ceiling should be cancelled. Here we differ
from other States. In other States this annual land system
does not prevail.  For this we have not to give compensation.

Now, the main object of that Act is not
ceiling of 150 bighas for all time to come. The main object is
to transfer the land into the hands of the tillers and to attain
that object we have made provisions. In this amending
Bill this year, you will find that we have kept a minimum
of 10 bighas in the hands of the actual tller while resuming land
for personal cultivation. This is a point, which was stressed
by the Planning Commission.

But while giving

to keep the land

Sir, some Friends read a passage from book that some
qualification should be put on personal cultivation, and that
it should not be unrestricted. Sir, we have put that restriction;
for resumption agriculturist must be his main source of livelihood,
there must be personal supervision by the man and he must
reside in that village or in the neighbouring village for the
major portion of the cultivation season and if he can satisfy all
these conditions he can resume the land and in resuming he
will have to kee

p an area of ten bighas in the minimum with
the tenant. If he has got hundred bighas.

LA A B Pt R T TR T T T T Tl )

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
But the Congress Agrarian Reforms Committee wanted that

he must put in minimum amount of physical labour. Why
that has been omitted in our proposed Bill ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): The
Agrarian Reforms Committee report is a valuable document. 1
Now, we follow the direction of the I.and Reforms Panel of 1

the Planning Commission.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA  (Gau-
hati): Land Reforms Panel of the Planning Commission
also requires physical participation ? )

Shri HARESWAR DAS : We have examined that

oint and we find that that is the definition given to a

cultivator. Cultivating means cultivation by himself, by his :
servants or by his family members, provided there 1s supervi- ‘
sion by him, that is the wording given. Even in China |

that definition has been accepted.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : No,
no.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : I have rcad what was in
force in 1950.

Mr. SPEAKER: Within this 7 years there has been
lots of change. ]

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Much

water has passed down in the Yangtse in the meantime.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Anyway, thatis the defini-
tion of the Planning Commission and we have simply accepted '
j:hat definition. If a man resides in a town and holds land 1
in rural areas, he will lose that land. The main provision in
our Act is that after 5 years no one can rcsumec any land ;

- if he resumes he must do so within 5 ycars from the enforcement

of the Act.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : May I |
get a little light from the Minister about this adverse remark ,'
in the Progress Report of the Planning Commission ? 1 refer
to pages 108 and 109 regarding abolition of intermediaries
in the temporary-settled areas and with regard to the
completion of the task earmarked for the first phase of
¢he First Five-Year Plan, that is, April 1951 to September
1956. Why the Assam Government has failed to do so ?

e N e R i P =
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Shri HARESWAR DAS  (Minister, Revenue): I am
giving the explanation that from 1951 till 1957, this matter
was pending before the Court. We had two Acts, one State

anagement Act which was passed in 1951 and there was

a case, in the High Court we won. The Zamindars went to
Supreme Court and when we found

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gau-
hati): That is about permanently-settled areas. T am speak-

ing about temporary-scttled areas or temporary-settled ryotwari
areas.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : In the ryotwari arveas they
have committed some mistakes. They thought that like
other States thc system of land is the same in Assam.

hat is not so.  There are only some Lakheraj and Nisf-
kheraj owners. Their area of land is not much. Only
there are 1 lakh 82 thousand acres under Lakheraj and similar
quantity  under Nisf-kheraj.  There are no other interme-
diaries in temporary-settled areas. These lands are occupied
by temples and  Satras.  When we pass the Act for acquisition

of the Temple lands, this class of intermediary will disappear.

If that be so, we complete the direction of the First Five-Year
Plan.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :

: So, we
should make haste.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : We hope to with the co-
operation of the hon. Members.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Always,

Shri HARESWAR DAS :  As regards permancncy of
tenure, we have tried to do this by amending existing laws.
It is the lawyer Friends, who give all laws the greatest
publicity but some how they are not doing it though
it is a remunerative business (Laughter). We have the Tempo-
rarily Settled District Tenancy Act in vogue. There formerly
tenants had no security of tenancy and tenants could be evicted
indiscriminately. We have amended it. Now eviction has been
controlled. So the security of tenure is there. In the Adhiar
Protection Act, if the Adhiar is in occupation for one year
paying due share to the land owner he cannot be evicted. In
Goalpara Tenancy and Sylhet Tenancy Acts, the ténants cannot
be easily evicted.
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gau-

hati): May I know whether a homestead land in rural area,
the piece of land which is not used for cultivation, will be ex-
cluded under that legislation ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : My
Friend is a lawyer. He is the best person to give his opinion. -
Sir, the rural areas cxcept shop sites, all lands including the
homestead land are regarded as agricultural land. But I
am no authority. '

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Sir, in
some recent cases we have secen the judgments are on
the contrary. May I know whether the Government is
thinking to make proper amendment of the Act in this respect ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Sir, this has not yet been
brought to our notice. If there is any necessity we  shall
make necessary amendments.

Sir, in the Second Five-Year Plan these arc the recommengda-
tions, ©iz., fixation of ceiling on agricultural holdings and
that I'have dealt with ; resumption for personal cultivation,
that also I have dealt with.

Sir, with regard to the question of consolidation of holding,
I must say that so far as this State is concerned, it is a bit difficult
to implement it. It is due to the peculiar topographical situa-
tion of the State. Say for instance, in a sub-montane area if
there are 15 bighas of lands, some high some low, and there ar¢
three brothers who are owners, all share high and low in equal
proportions—how to prevent fragmentation ?  That is the
difficult point, but we shall have to dcal with it. Our point
is that after completion of the other measures, we shall
consider this complicated matter. Sir, there arc provisions
in the Panchayat Act that no holding below 12 bighas should be
fragmented. If there are three brothers, one brother may
hold the entire land and the two brothers may be compensated
for the land. But Panchayats have not been formed in all
parts of the State and this measure has not been implemented.
‘We mteﬁd_ to come to this point after finishing the other things
in connection with land reform.

_ S1r, chih regard to-the question of land management legisla-
tion and development of Co-operative Farming, we have put
due emphasis, We have brought an amendment to the effect
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a Co-operative Farm may have more land than what has been
fixed as the ceiling of land holdings. [t can have any quantities
of land provided they do cultivation. Even now over 55 thousand
bighas of land have been allotted to Co-operatives. There are
120 Co-operative Farms [unctioning.  Rut my own impression
is that much propaganda is still needed to keep in abeyance
the urge that the  ‘land is mine’.  That urge is natural ; that
urge will have to be kept in abeyance for the good of the
community. [t requires training and propaganda, and wehope
with the spread of propaganda and training, we shall succeed,

Sir about land management legislation,
has done much in this respect. We have provided a nucleus
by providing a Land Development Board in the fixation of

Ceiling Act and we hope in future it will develop into a Land
Management Board.

I think no State

These are the measures, Sir, the Government has taken
and we hope with the co-operation of the hon. Members wé
shall be able to proceed and do the job as early as we can.

With these words, I request my Friend to withdraw his
Cut Motion.
Mr. SPEAKER: There are two Cut Motions.
Rev. Roy. ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: T am not pressing it, Sir.

(The Cut Motion was withdrawn by
House.)

leave of the

Shii KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH

. _ (Amguri) ,
I want to put it to voice vote, Sir. -

(It was put to voice vote and lost.)

Mr. SPEAKER: The question
Rs.1,50,88,700  (Rupees one crorve, fifty lakhs, eighty-eight
thousand and seven hundred) be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending 31st March, 1958, for the
administration of the head “7.—I.and Revenue.”

18, that'a "Shie Oh

, (The Motion was adopted.)

R . et b i e S
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GRANT No. 52

““79.— Capital Outlay, etc.—1—Investment in other
Commercial concerns.”

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI  (Minister,
Major Industries): Mr. Speaker, Sir,

On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg

Sir, to move that a sum Rs.28,05,000 (Rupees twenty-

cight lakhs and five thousand), be granted to the Minister-

in-charge to defray the charges which will come in course of

ayment during the year ending 31st March, 1958  for the

administration of the head “79.—Capital Outlay, etc.—
] —Investment in other Commercial concerns.”

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum of
Rs.28,05,000  (Rupees twenty-cight lakhs and five thousand),
be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending 3lst
March, 1958, for the administration of the head —*“72.-——Capital
Outlay, etc.—l—Investment in other Commercial concerns.”

There is one Cut Motion.

Shri Nilmoney Barthakur.

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR ( Dibrugarh) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move, that the total provision
of Rs. 28,05,000 under Grant No. 52, Major head—72.—
Capital Outlay on Industrial Development, etc., at page 578
of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.c., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 28,05,000 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Sir, the purpose of this Cut Motion is to criticise the Indus-
trial policy of the Government, rather, I think it would have
been more apt to say, for the lack of an industrial policy of
the Government. Here we find that a sum of Rs.60 lakhs was
allotted under this head in the last financial year but out of
this only Rs.18 lakhs could be spent. We do not know how this
sum of Rs.18 lakhs was spent. Neither we know why a sum of
Rs.42 lakhs could not be spent. In the explanation it is given
that it was due to non-implementation of certain schemes.
This explanation is very vague. It is not stated why the schemes
could not be implemented. On the other hand we find that the
Government is crying hoarse that Industries in Assam could

e
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not be developed for want of funds. With this sum of money,

I think, industries under the Government control could have
been established.

Now, about this purchase of share by the Government
in the jute mill, we do not know what are the conditions, what
is the size and what is the total annual output and what quantity
of hessian will be produced. Nothing has been given here.
But only the head is given here about the purchase of shares
in the jute mill. Before starting a jute mill, we should know,
whether the jute production in the State is sufficient to justify
its installation, because from the Government figures it is found
that the total production of jute in the State has come down
and we also find that even the vield per acre has come down.
I will compare the total Jute yicld of 1948-49  and 1954-55
for the information of the House. In 1948-49 . the total yield
per acre was 2.74 and in 1954-55 it has come down to 2.66.
If there is a proposal for establishment of a jute mill then empha-
sis should be laid on the exact quantity that will be required

for it. But we find that the yield of jute production has come
down.

During the discussion on the industrial policy of the Govern-
ment,  Government have not explained why they did not take
proper steps [or industrialisation. An explanation is given in
the ])ublica(’i()n entitled ““The Ninth Year of Fl’CCdOH], Assam’
issucd from the Information and Publicity Departmcnt, Assam,
There we find :—

“There has been no appreciable cxpansion in Assam in
the industrial sphere for the past half g century  or so. This
is rather unfortunate, for, on the one hand, Assam has tremen-
dous potential resources for industries in the shape of raw mater-
1als, and on the other hand, due to its isolated position, more
SO as a result of Partition, Assam has been hard-hit in the
matter of supply of consumer goods needs, etc., which have
to be brought over long distances from outside the State by and
uncertain means of transport. As a result, the consumers have
to pay very high prices for their needs apart from being denied
adequate supply.  The Partition of the country and the change
in the policy of the Government of India in the matter of indus-
trialisation during the First Five Year Plan period, affected
the industrial growth of Assam very adversely. The earlier
commitments made for the establishment of industries, e¢.g., a
cement factory by the Assam Cement Company in the Garo
Hills area remained unfulfilled for the reason that railway
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which was earlier envisaged to feed and to
distribute the output of such factories fell in East Pakistan along
with considerable potential markets. On  the other hand,
while during the post-war development period, Government
of India’s assurance about financial aid was forthcoming for
industries, placed by the State Government in the nationalised
sphere, as a result of the curtailment of post-war development
assistance fromn The CeRtre. [ . onvsvew v ”

connections, etc.,

Here we find that the Government of India made available
necessary funds, but the explanation given by our State Govern-
ment is quite different. Government, of course, has placed
sufficient funds to encourage the private scctor for industrial
development, but at lcast one major industry could have been
undertaken from the Government side, i.c., cither a cement
factory, jute mill or textile mill. For the promotion of textile
industry, India Government made available ] lakh maunds
of iron materials, besides 35,000 spindles.

We find also that one of the difficulties C}:p(:ricnccd by the
Government in this respect is the transport difficulties and
Government have admitted this. If Government realise that
owing to transport difficultics much could not be done for deve-
lopment during the First Five-Year Plan, why then the Govern-
ment do not lay much emphasis for the removal of this transport
difficulties ? If Government approached the Central Govern-
ment properly for the solution of this difficulty then I think
something could have been done.  But I do not find any
emphasis being laid by the Government in this respect. During
the entire Five-Year Plan period, cven an inch of Railway
could not be added. Formerly there was a steamer service
from Dhubri to Dibrugarh. Now this line ends at Disang-
mukh. This shows also that whatever transport we had before
has been curtailed now. Unless the transport facilities arc
improved or developed,. the manufacturing industries here
cannot develop, as development of industries is vitally linked
with the development of transport. To quote the words of
the famous economist Marshall,—“The key to the development
of modern manufacturing industries is the development of
transport industries.” Unless the transport system of this
frontier State of ours, which has only a slender railway link
with the rest of India, is maintained in its proper and optimum
level, not only shall the industrial development of our State be
retarded, but the export of raw materials and the flow of consu-
mer goods will not improve, but rather will tend to get disrupted

which in 1ts turnl will bring untold suffering to the people.

J— _..._—‘-_,s,”“ - .—-*'-" - .
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Government have said in the publication of the  *““Ninth
Year of Freedom.”

“The Community Development Project and National Extension
Service cover in all an arca of more than 10,000 square miles
with a population of oveér 20 lakhs in 6,500 villages. Thus
about onc-sixth of the arca of the State, a little over one-fifth
of its rural population and more than one-fifth of the number
of villages have already come under the Community Develop-
ment Programme. The actual achievements in these areas indi-
cate that 1-17 lakh acres of land have been reclaimed, 3.39 lakhs
acres benefited from irrigation, 357 new tanks have been dug
and 2,396 old tanks renovated, 2,565 new wells constructed,
3,083 old wells renovated, 2,389 miles of new roads constructed
and 2,317 miles of existing roads repaired.” From this we
read that the country is progressing.  If this is correct then
the proper condition for development of industries has been
laid. Ifitis correct then of course we must say that the standard
of living of our people has increased. That indeed ought to
have been the casc after an expenditure of nearly Rs.4 crores
on Community Development Projects in four years. We
surrendered about 1.37 crores which could not bcépent_ With
this enormous amount Government coull have encouraged
the private sector to develop industries under different heads,
So, the industrial policy of the Government in the First Five
Yecar Plan has failed. But that failure must be made up ;
our transport should be developed and the money which has
been allotted under different heads for industries and industrial
development should be integrated and utilised for developing
not small industries—like co-operative sugar mills but for giant
industries. The cement and other major industries  should
be under Government control, the Government owning not
less than 51 per cent of shares. I feel, Sir, that Government
is going without a policy.  Simply allocating some funds
here and there will not do. Unless the Government can get
hold of a good Sethji, nothing seems to materialise. The
Government are proposing to buy shares worth Rs.28 lakhs and
five thousand in the proposed jute mill, but we know, Sir,
that the minimum amount required for setting up a jute mill
is Rs.3 crores and by purchasing shares worth  Rs.28,05,000
only, Government can have no cffective control over the jute
mill, to which the produce of the State will be sold. Govern-
ment should have allotted more money under this head and
get an effective control over the jute mill. Therefore, I say,
Sir, a proper policy for industrial development should be Ifﬂd
down and worked out. Incidentally, Sir, I want to mention




764 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [21sT JUNE,

one thing. I do not know the impediments which are retarding
the growth of industries and whether attempts are being made
to remove them. The hon’ble Minister -in-charge of Major
Industries, during the course of his reply to the debate on
Governor’s address, referred to the attitude of the people and
said that the people were opposed to industries. He referred
toa rcprcscntation made to him in Dibrugarh recarding establish-
ment of a re-rolling mill there. He must have been referring
to “Messrs. Agarwal and Agarwal Co’>” who were going to
start a re-rolling mill at Dibrugarh. The people of Dibrugarh
are not opposed to the setting up of a re-rolling mill. But
their only objection is this: that they do not want the mill to
be located in the heart of the town, particularly in the ncigh-
bourhood of educational institutions. On onc side, there 18
an Asram, High School Hostel and other Educational Institu-
tions. The people do not want the mill to be set up near those
institutions in the heart of the town. If Messrs. Agarwal and
Agarwal and Co. could invest a few lakhs of rupecs for a re-
rolling mill, the people think they can very well purchase
two bighas of land just on the boundary of the Municipality
where they can set up a good re-rolling mill. 1t should be the
desideratum of any planning that industrial and residential
areas in a town should be separated for rcasons of health. This
is also the opinion of the experts in Social and Medical Science.
Therefore, to say that the people of Dibrugarh are opposed to
the setting up of this mill is not correct. On the contrary, Sir,
the people’s urge for the refinery conclusively proves that
our people want the development of industries. It isup to the
G_o'vernm'ent to give shape to the wishes of the people. The
vicious circle of whether transport first and industries later or
industries first apd transport later will never be broken. We
have seen t}_lat industries come first and transport follows to
link up the industries. We have have found this in every coul”
try, Western or Eastern. If we have mineral oil, the railway
will come here. Ifwehave a good place, which can be develope

into a harbour, a railway will have to be constructed to link
it with hinterland. Once industries are set up, the difficulties
of transport will have to be surmounted. Sir, Assam is very
rich 1n mineral resources, which have not been investigated
up till now. WC also do not find any provision in the Budget
for such investigation. T have bheen informed by some Geolo-
gists that our mineral deposits lie very deep, at a depth of 30 ft.
below the surface of the earth and investigation is a difficult
process. But till now, 1o attempt has been made in that direc-
tion except to find out the deposits of oil. Therefore, T would
suggest that proper steps should be taken by Government to
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survey the natural wealth of the State and to utilise them for
the benefit of the people.  The development of transport would
follow automatically. When the question of establishment
of the refinery in Assam was considered, it was stated that a
permanent solution of the transport difficulties must be found.
The Railways are not the permanent solution. The perma-
nent solution lies in digging a canal from the Brahmaputra to
the Ganges. Water transportis the cheapest, safest and surest
means of transport because railways may be disrupted at any
moment by floods, rains and things of this sort. Also Rsanes
inour soil, particularly, the broad gauge system may not
prove successful and it may be so expensive that it may not be
economical to construct a broad gauge line. Therefore, Sir,
I would appeal to Government to review their whole policy
with regard to the development of industries and transport
system. Even if we take the road transport system, our only
life-line, the National Highway from G-Ozll])n‘ra to Saikhowa,
we saw that there were breaches in 14 places during the last
rains. Therefore, we must know where we stand. Difﬁcultics
are there, but simply allocating funds under certain heads
does not carry us far.

With these words, T would commend my Motion for
acceptance by the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the
total provision of  Rs.28,05,000 under Grant No.52 , Major
head—72.—Capital outlay on Industrial Development . etc.,
at page 578 of the Budget be reduced by Re.1

L, ze., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.28,05,000 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATH]
Major Industries): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
discussion raised by the hon. Member from
has initiated a very important discussion and 1 an ¢lad he has
done so. As a matter of fact, very few people in Asvarns
it. Itis from this point of view the other day when I was making
a few remarks, I made a categorical statement that there was
an anti-industry bias  in large section of the people of the State
and that was one of the reasons why the State had not gone
forward in the development of industries. Sir, you will realise
that industries suddenly do not arise as out of nothing. Suddenly
big major industrics arising out of the countryside, such
a phenomenon is rare. May be, if we have some petrol, suddenly
some big company comes from outside to dig and work the

(Minister,
welcome  this
Dibrugarh. He
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petrol and an industry grows up suddenly. But generally
what happens is this: the industrial calibre of a pcople goes
on working, from minor industries to small industries, from
small industries to big industrics, from big industries to major
industries and so on and so forth. This is the real process of
industrial development of a country. What has happened
in Assam ? We find that apart from the petrol refinery, which
was installed in Digboi so many yecars ago, and apart from
coal industry situated ncar Margherita, nothing important
happened except the Tea Industry. As a matter of fact, the
House will remember that when for the first time it was pro-
posed to promote the Assam Railway Company in Dibrugarh
the shares floated in London did not fetch any contribution.
Then the people who are floating the company hit upon idea
of working coal, which was found in Margherita. As soon as
it was said that coal had been found in Margherita and the
Company was going to work coal, the shares began to sell and
ultimately the Assam Railway and Trading Company came
into existence. So, the existence of coal was the rcason why
the railway came and not merely for tca, although tea had come
before. So, I was saying that it was nccessary for us, including
my TFriends in the Opposition, to change the psychology of
our people, so that they may look with favour upon new indus-
tries. It has been said by my Iriend from Dibrugarh that
I had formed my impression from the difliculties about setting
up a re-rolling m‘i]l at Dibrugarh. He said, ““We are not against
the re-rolling mill but it is proposed to be established in the
centre of the town and so we are against it.””  Now, my Fricn
does not know what is exactly called acity or atown. We cannot
convert rural areas into cities or towns so ecasily. In other parts
of the world cities and towns are made in a planned way. T have
had the chance of going to other citics of the world and I have
seen how cities and towns arec made there. 1 had been to
a certain city Woolwish and 1 found that—that city was divided
into three parts— residential, industrial and commercial
arts and now you can imagine how in other parts of the world
the cities and towns are made. As for Dibrugarh town, it
is rural in character, the very atmosphere is rural. Now
taking all these things into consideration, you will find that
ou cannot change the character of an undeveloped town
suddenly into an industrial town. I am not, speaking here
Joainst planned cities, I am merely saying that even Gauhati
with some industrial units has not yet become a city. If there
Rolling Mill in the heart of the town of Dibrugarh and if

is a ! - :
it causes inconvenience to thc. town dwellers and if the people
object, certainly we would like that it should not be there.

JE TR S a——
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But if the inconvenience is only imaginary, I am not saying
that it is imaginary, then what ? The complaint was—

.there is smoke. I found that there was no smoke. Sccondly
the complaint was—iron filing

gs were {lying in the air. T found
that no filing operation was undertaken in the factory at all,
I will quote another example from the Khasi and Jaintia Hills

district in which there was an interesting scheme drawn up
by Government for the purpose of development of the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills district but that scheme was torpedoed because
of the objection of the people.  So here also you find that
same anti-industrial  attitude  {rom the people.  Industry will
be for the advantage ol the pcople,  but if the people do not
want it, how can you industrialise ?

Mr. Barthakur has said that the people of Assam have no
anti-industrial bias to prove by the fact they have been demanding
the refinery, I think mere demand for a refinery is not
sufficient to establish industrial bias ip the psychology of the
people,  especially when  the demand for rcﬁnery has
got linked up with the national aspirations of the people. But

if we realise this, however, if we Put our heads and shoylders
. 1 R o - .

together, I have no doubt that we can create the necessary bias
in the psychology of the people. |

Now, Sir, the questioner has relevently asked why is it
that Assam is behind in industrialisation ? The questioner himself
has answered lack of transport facilities. That i true. You
know that the construction of the railway link was
completed in two years’ tume.  Experts said that it would
require seven years to complete it, but due to the urgency arisin
out of the Partition, it was completed in  tweo years : SO as th%
work was done hurriedly there must have been SOII"I(; mistakes
The line is vulnerable to floods year afier year and for nezu‘l;r t(hree-
months in the year the Link is kept out of order and as a result
of this our State has to suffer constantly, I I‘Cr’ne]-nber in 1950
rice had to be flown from Calcutta costing about Rs.80 per
maund to feed the labour in the teq gardcns,bso we have s'uﬁ'efed
very greatly. As a result of Pal‘titi(m, the greatest sufferer
was no doubt Assam and this fact has not Lecn fully realised
by the Government of India or the rest of India

Shri JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Why
that was not realised ? 4
Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Ma-
jor Industries): We have Jbeen trying to impress upon the
Government of India the gravity of (le situation. - I am merely

------- L )
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making the statement of fact that the gravity and intensity of
the situation was not sufficiently realised by the Government of
India, perhaps there is truth in this adage that the wearer knows
where the shoe pinches. The Government of India ultimately
realised the situation and have come to the conclusion that
stabilisation of the existing link was the first primary important
thing, because if the link was not stabilised, what was ‘the
use of having the second or third link, because if the first link
would be washed away by flood the second and third links would
be in the same manner washed by the floods. So unless the
link itself was stabilised, there was no point in having the
second and the third links. The first demand we made on
the Government of India was tostabilise the link..........

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS -ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Spcaker, Sir, the
most important thing is to have the bridge across the Brahma-
putra—why did we not press that point to the Government
of India for construction of a bridge across the Brahmaputra
from  Jogighopa to Pancharatna ? This question has been
hanging on for a very long time.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): [ will be comming to that bridge busi-
ness. At present 1 am still far away from the DBrahmaputra
in the link region. T am trying to come down to that matter
gradually. Stabilisation of the link was a predominant desire
of Assa}m Government. So the Government of India set up a
(_]ornrmttee to find out what would be done, and in the mean-
time, the Government of Assam and the Government of West
Bengal gave .their suggestions for an alternative link and that
was also considered by the Government of India, and the report
of the Commlttqe appointed by the Government of India was
that an alternative link should be constructed.

Py _Now,. tlﬁg Government of India has set up a high-power
Sg;neer m this area for the purpose of stabilisation of the link.
OOn as ‘we get a stable link, I think we begin to be out of

the woods. ow mv Fri
. ric ol that _
is cheaper. ¥ nd has stated that water transport

Wai?r:OKEAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
10w the steps taken by Government to stabilise

t i a1
he link. Our Government has failed to represent our case
to the Centre properly.

5 . o e S — "M,-—_—
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): That is what I have been all along
discussing.  You sce, failures and success, though they are
by words in the lips of the hon. Member, are not easy things.
It is easy to say, difficult to do. Things particularly in Engi-
neering ficld are not achicved in a day. Now the Govern-
ment of India has already got the report of the Committee
and an engineer has been placed there. At one time an alterna-
tive link was thought of Government was thinking of a
small diversion. Now the experts say that a small diversion
is not enough, a larger one is necessary., So, in this way, the
Government of India is proceeding on making one change

after another and then again nhandoning 1t and then again

making another change before coming to a final decision. It
15 a highly technical matter.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: May I know, Sir, what
is the alternative proposal of the Government of India ? What
I understood from the Minister-in-charge of the Public Works
Department the other day is that the point re

| S garding bringing
the Brahmaputra from Jogighopa to Pancharatna has already
been decided upon.

- They have alrcady asked for survey of the
bridge there. That is what I understood from the Public
Works Departinent Minister, if T understood him a right.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY . Yes, :Sin,
but slow mover as I am, I will come to that later on.
Now, what T was saying is about the Link. The river
called the Torsu flows in a south-easternly direction,
all the other rivers flow from the North. If we
the link line below Torsu, our transport
be better solved. Now which of the sy
favour with the experts, and with the G
I do not know. Now, cven if we can h
bridge, and our Link is snapped at Torsu, then what will happen
tous ? So, the link is the first essential thing for Assam. If
the Link is not stabilised, our problems will not be solved. Now
let us look to the problem from another key point. What is

the primary problem for Assam in matter of getting her get her |
goods either from Calcutta, Bihar or Uttar Pradesh ?

g —

and
can have
problem will
ggestion will find
overnment of India,
ave the big Brahmaputra

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
When are we going to have the bridge ? ,

B . e i s T e S I e
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-Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI l,fMinjgter,
Major Industries): That is another matter. My Friend
seems to be more in love with the bridge which does not exist
rather than with the link which exists.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: But the Link is already
there. What we want at the moment is the bridge over the
Brahmaputra.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : But the
Link has not yet been stabilised.

‘Mr. SPEAKER: But the Hon’ble Minister will have to
finish his speech at 4-30 p.v. for which only a few minutes
left. He need not give way in that manner.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : Therefore,
the Link is still now a great problem to us. Now a queston
about the Brahmaputra Bridge has been asked. This bridge
site is under survey. We could not get it included in the

Second Plan. We now all hope that it would be included
ail . thie 3rd Plan,

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara):

If you have not been able to get it included in the Sccond Plan,
then please resign,

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: My Friend
seems to be an escapist. There is in the English language
ahphrase called _‘escapism’ which means running away from
the post, but this does not solve any problem.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):

The Prime Minister of Indig stated that the Bridge will be
il)cl);l;tructcd towards the latter part of the Second Iive Year

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Many people may
say many.thmgs. But my point is that this Bridge has not been
included in the Second Five Year Plan. T am only making a state-
ment of fact. Now in the Third Plan, T was suggesting that it
-should be there. Now a point has been raised about the sum
of Rs, 60 lakhs which we provided last time but could not
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spend.  Yes, it is true that we provided money for many
other things but we could not spend. It has been pointed out
0 us on many a occasion that you provide fund but you cannot
spend and make the luxury of telling that we do not have any
industry at all. Well, Sir, this is very unfortunate that we
have not been able to actuate private industrialists to set up
industries in  Assam. Obviously, our primary difficulty 1s
transport. ‘Then we are short of power. ~ No scheme for deve-
loping power existed in Assam before. While the whole
of India went ahead, we lagged behind. Now we have tried
to promote power and the Umtru Hydel Project is going into
production very soon. As soon as it goes into production,
we shall at least be able to give power to Gauhati and Palasbari
areas. We have now in hand several electrification schemes in
rural areas. At Umtyangar we have thermal power scheme.
Another most important thing for Assam would be the cement
factory there. That is also being held up for certain objections
raised by the Khasi people. Cement and coal are also avail-
able in the Garo Hills. But in Garo Hills we do not have
as yet a railway line. In the Garo Hills, Khasi Hills and also
in the Mikir Hills we are in search of places where we will be
able to go forward with our schemes for establishing cement
factories.  It, however, requires power and thermal plants.

‘Then we have the rope-way scheme from Cherapunji to Gauhati.
If we can go ahead with our schemes.

(A Voice

Only ‘ifs" and ‘buts’ !)

Yes, our life exists on  ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’,

: He is, indeed, a
happy philosopher who does not come across ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’
in his life.

A sum of Rs. 285 lakhs has been provided for a jute factory,

and in fact, the license for the jute factory was given to a party
long ago. But unfortunately the party has not yet been able
to make much head-way due

to certain reasons. We have
agreed to help the party financially, But if for certain other

reasons Government find that the party will not be able to go
ahead still, this Government will think over the matter and
if necessary change the licensee in order that we might have a
ute mill very soon. Now the whole difficulty has arisen due
to drying up of the resources, particularly the foreign exchange
resources of the country at this hour, ¥ hope the hon. Mem-
bers will realise the foreign exchange shortage which is a
national crisis, and I have no doubt the hon. Members
who are very learned and intelligent Members, will appreciate
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our difficulties. I am not responsible for the past, nor do I
possess much information about the past. DBut I may assure
the House that it will be our carnest endeavour to bring
forward some industry so that we may not have to face the
discredit of providing funds, but being unable to spend.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)|: Hon. Minister referred
to Khasi Hills industry. Pepole of the Garo Hills have now
produced more coal than they are able to scll for want of
buyer, and as a result coal trade in Khasi Hills to-day is at a
stand-still.,

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): I know, the position of the Khasi coal
is very serious. As I understand, the Khasi coal gets Rs.12 out of
the coal which is sold to the industrialist at the rate of Rs.56 or
so. Therefore, I have already taken steps , and I have requested
the Transport Minister to look into the matter, and I have
also requested the Regional Coal Controller to come here and
discuss matters with the Transport Minister. This is the best
I could do in the matter. Ultimately even if this does not
act like Penicilin, I do not know what further step we shall
have to take in the matter.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, morc tangibl.c steps
should be taken for the Khasi coal.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the honourable Member for
Dibrugarh press his Cut Motion for the vote of the House ?

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Sirry
I am not satisfied with what the Honourable Minister has stated
just now in his replies. So I propose to press the Cut Motion
for the vote of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the total
provision of Rs..28,05,000 under Grant No.52, Major head—
79.—Capital Outlay on Industrial Development etc., at page
578 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, z.c. the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 28,05,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

(A summary division was ordered to be taken inside the
Home by asking the Members to rise in their places.)

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gau-
hati) : Sir, under the rules the names should be recorded.
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SPEAKER : That is so. But the time is short,

so, I am doing this. The names of those hon. Members who
are in favour of the Cut Motion will be recorded.

(After a few minutes’ pause).

Ayes

19

Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya.
Shri Brojo Mohon Roy.

Shri C. Thuamluaia.

Shri Emerson Momin.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.
Shri Ghanashyam Talukder,

Shri Gopesh Namasudra.

Shri Hamdhon Mohan Haplangbar.
Shri Harrison Momin.

Maulavi Jahan Uddin Ahmed.
Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.

Shri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah.
Shri Larsingh Khyriem.

Shri Mathias Tudu.

Shri Nilmoney Borthakur.
Kumar Prokritish Chandra Barua.
Maulavi Tajuddin Ahmed.

Shri Tarun Sen Deka.

Capt. Williamson A. Sangma.

( Ayes being 19 and Nos, 41, the Cut
negatived.)

Noes.
41

Motion was
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Now I put the main question. The question is, that
a sum of Rs. 28,05,000, (Rupees twenty-cight lakhs and
five thousand) be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending 31st March, 1958, for the administra-
tion of the head—72—Capital Outlay, ctc.,—I.—investment
in other commercial concerns™.

(The Motion was adopted.)

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gau-
hati): This process does not save time at all.

Myr. SPEAKER: There is another way also,  that is by
simply writing the names ; it is not necessary o check the
signatures.

Shri GAURISANIZAR BHATTACHARYYA : Names

of the other side have not yet been recorded.
Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary actually.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : But the
Rules clearly says Sir, that names of cither side should be
recorded—either side means both sides, not °cither of’.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think so; this is left to the
discretion of the Speaker. I have noticed both in Parliament
and also in the House of Commons that the names of the Mem-
bers in the majority are not recorded at all. It is only a question
of ascertaining facts and facts in this case are very clear—
in favour and 41 against. '

; Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauha-
ti): In that case I beg to submit, Sir, that the Rules may
be amended.

Mr. SPEAKER: That may be done by a Motion only.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a.M.  on Satur-

day;  the 22nd June, 1957.
' R. N. BARUA,
Shillong, Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam.

The 10th January, 1958.
AG.F, (LA,) No.293/57—126490--14-1.1958,
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AGENTS IN INDIA

Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutia.

Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta,

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Mcadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187,
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depof, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta,

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283.
Madras.

The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Secllers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta.

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co.
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutta

The Proprietor, ‘Graduates Union,’ Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Law Book Seciety, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Dircctor, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Bookseliers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Xarol
Bagh, New Dethi.

The Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia
House, New Delhi/17, Park Street, Calcutig.

Messrs Mokshaua Pustakalaya, Publishers and

Bock Seliers, Gauhati.

Messts Popular Book Depot (Regd)), Book-
sellers, Publishers, etc., Lamington Road
Bombay-7. ) ;

Messrs B.H.U. Press Book Depot, Book-

sellers. Publishers, etc.,, Banaras-5 {India).



