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DEBETES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE BSSEMBLY

The House met at 10 a.m. in the Assembly Chamber
at Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair

STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(To which oral answers were given)
Date : 5th September, 1984

Re - Breach in Guide bund In River Bhola

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary asked :

* 18. Will the Minister Flood Control be pleased to
stale —

(a) Whether the river ‘Borla’ flowing west to Harisinga
Railway station, within Udalguri (S.T.) L.A. Constitu-
ency has breached the earthen bund (Guide) at upper
north reaches, on ,the west of Fosia village ?

(b) If so, whether the Government is a ware that as a
result, the river is now directly attacking the *“Hari-
singa Protection Dyke” just north of the Tamulpur-
Udalguri Border Road ?

(¢) If so, the steps taken by the Government to save
«“Harisinga Protection Dyke” ?

(d) Whether it will be ensured that river ‘‘Borla’® will be
guided to its original course ?

Shri Rancndra Narayan Basumatari (Minister, Flood
Control) replied :

(a) ‘There is no river called °‘Borla’ flowing west
of Harisinga Rly. station within Udalguri (ST) L.A. Con-
stituency but there is a river called Bhola, No breach
has occurred in the earthen guide bund at upper reaches
west of Fasia village.
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tb) Government is aware of the damages caused to
the protection structure but the damage is not due to any
breach since there is no breach in the earthen bund.

(c) The Department has repaired the boulder saugages
and the earthen dam  damaged in the flood of 1933-84
in the month of March, 1984.

(d) Effort is being made to guide the river “Bhola
to its original course. . However the problem needs detailed
study which is in progress.

Shri'-Binoy+Kumar - Basumatary : Sir, our local people
always name the river as ‘Borla’ because it has got a
meaning, but the name <Bhola’ does not have any mea-
ning, Now “the point is that breaches have occurred and
this year the river is directly attacking the protection
dyke. Is the Government aware of that, sir ?

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Miuister) : Sir,
breaches have occurred due to two factors first, there
had been three successive floods in the last three years
and these floods® caused damage. Second is the slamming
down of the boulder saugages occuring in the dyke ‘loca-
lity cutting or digging the channel. Due to these two
factors, some damages occurred, but those damages have
been crepaired,

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari: Sir, is the Goyvernment
aware that the river has changed its course and affected the
dyke. Also there is supposed to bea guard watchman to
protect this dyke which is regularly required or rather
is attended to irregularly. As a result of that the people
have been taking water from the river even by causing
damage to the dyke. Will the Government ensure providing
a regular guard to protect the dyke ?

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister) ¢ Sir,
constant attention must be there. It is the responsibility
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of -the Department,, sir to give constant attention to it
and we ‘will do -it. : _
Starred question No. 19 was not put member being absent s

Re : District: Libraries

Shri- Hemen - Das asked :

%20, Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether all the District Libraries which are in exis-
tence before the reorganisation of the Districts-in"

1983 are treated at par? A
(b)-If so, the total number of booksin English and Assa-

mese stocked as on 1lst January, 1984 in each of the"

District Libraries at Dhubri,  Guwahati, Nagaon, Tez,

pur, Jorhat, Dibrugarh and North Lakhimpur ? Y
(¢c)--What- was the expenditure during the last three finan-

cial years on books, magazine, periodicals ‘and: news=

papers in each of the District Libraries. at the places
mentioned above ?

Shri Mukut Sarma’ (Minister, Education) replied :

(a) Yes, they are generally treated at par,

(b) A statement showing total number of tooks in
English and Assamese stocked as on 1st April, 1984 is
placed on the table of the House.

(c) A statement showing the year-wise expenditure
is placed on the table of the House.

Shri Hemen Das : Sir, what ‘is the procedure of pur-
chasing books for the libraries ?

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister) : Sir, we purchase books
centrally and then the books are distributed among the
different libraries.

Shri Hemen Das : My question has not been answered.
My question is what is the procedure? How the books

are purchased ?
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- Shri Mukut Sarma . (Minister) : Sir, the Director of
Library Services is there, He selects books to be purcha-..,

sed, -and . most of the recently . published booksv are
purchased. '

Shri Hemen Das': Sir, I do not expect such an answer.
My point is books are purchased by inviting tenders. or
quotations or not ? -

Shri Mukut Sarma (Mmlster) Yes, we are mvmng
quotanons and there is also a purchase Commxttee.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari ¢ Sir; whether. purchases
have .been made by the dlstnct of Darrang Central Li-..

,Shn Mukut Sarma (mester) Yes. in a phased
manner. - - S 7

v
ERe

-+ Shri B_inoy Kumar Basumatari s' Sir what does»f he
means by ‘phased .manner” ?-- .

" Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister) : Sir, we will talge:; up
- the question of provision of books for libraries: intthe
subdivisions .in the Seventh ‘Five Year Plan, .

Shri Hemen Das : Regarding selection- of books, .sir,.
may I know whether therc are committees at dlﬂ'erent
levels: or there is only one committee ? _ .

Shn Mukut Sdarma (Mmlster) Only one Committee, s1r

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Who is the chan‘man
of the Committee ? -

.Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister) : Commlssxoner. now

Secretary of the Education Department is the chan‘man
or his nominee.

. Shri Hemen Das : What is the amount spent last year
for purchase of books sir?

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister) : It has‘Béen placed on
the table . sir. : -

Shri Hemen Das : The paper placéd on the table Conxgli;,
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tains the list of books. I wanted to know the amount
spent for purchse of books. '

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister) : During the year 1983 84
the total amount is rupees seven lakhs:.

Shri Hemen Das : Now Sir, I request the Hon. Minis-
ter of Education to inform us -about the suppliers of
the books,

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister) : Sir, I cannot answer
thls questlon W1thout pnor notice. N

i Mt Speaker : Now Question No. 21 “Shri’ Joy Chandra”™’

Bora.
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Shri Bendy Kumar Basumatari : Sir; what ‘will be the
B -additional--amount required to revive this mill ?
Shri Upendra Das (Minister Co-operation) : Rs. 15
lakhs approximately. D
. Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar Sir,” what-are ‘the salient
° ‘ deficiencies for which this mill got closed ? s thete any

possibility to recti,fy' t_hose deficiencies and whether invest-
ment will be justified or not ? ‘

Shri Upendra Das (Miﬁ_isterf-'“-Cd-bpéraiii‘On) :*$ir, the
~Cabinet Sub: Committee is"getting all the - feports” from
the technical and other departments. After considefing

5 all these, matters the Cabinet Sub -.Committee: -will see-
whether it will be .viable or. mot. Weiexpect that it will

| be viable if moneyisinvested. ., . .. . .. . . .

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Mr. Speaker Sir up.
fortunately my question has.not been:replied. . What the
Cabinet Sub Committee will do is for the Cabinet. Sub
Committee toconsider., My question was what. are the
salient deficiencies of the mill, to, which it could.no¢ fun-
ction and whether it will be possible to rectify . those

..  Geficienceis? - -

Y Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Co-operationy : Sir, opera-

, tionally the mill never reached 'its licenced capacity or

’ rinstalled. capacity, -:secondly,:. insufficient manpower. and

o thirdly: supply of -insufficient raw matefials” and fund,

" Shri Binoy Kumat Basumatari : Sir, if there are so

many deficiencies, as the Minister says, insufficient man-
4 N -power, ' insufficient supply of raw materials etc, - then this
2 mill should not be run.

. Shri ‘Upéddra  Das, ** (Minister, Co-operation) = Sir, I
A, said that these are the deficiencies for which it cowld
not be:run. If these-defects are rectified . then it can

é be run.
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. Starred question No, 23 was not put member bemg
... absent,

ﬁe : Dir;ctor of Agriéult‘uie
'A Shri Mohammedr-Ah asked :
*24. .- WIll ‘the Minister, Agricultur-e be pleased to
state— : .
(ay Is'itafact thatanon-techmcal person ‘has been appo-
inted as Director of Agriculture ? -
(b) If so, the basic quahﬁcatlon of the present Dlrector
of Agriculture? - - I .

(¢) The qualification required for the post’ of Director
“% of Agriculture as prescrlbed under service rules ?
(d) Is there any dearth of" quallﬁed personnels’ in the
- Agriculture Department ?

"Shri Golok Rajbongshi (Mlmster, Agrlculture) rephed
. (@). Yes, B
. (b) He is and. Arts Graduate.

() (1) - First class or high second  class . degree ‘in
Agnculture or first class or high second class -honours
.or Master Degree in a subject basic to Agncultural Science

'such as ‘Botany. Chemxstry, etc.

(2) Experience in research, extension work or teachmg
for 10 years,

(3) Experience in Admnnstratmn of Agnculture ina
‘senior postat least for 8 years. ~ -

i.. (4) -The following qualifications are treated as desxra-
ble additional qualifications ;—

b
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(1) Post Graduate degree or Ph. D. or B. Sc. in any of
the basic Agricultural Sciences like Agronomy, Agricul-
ture, Extension, Horticulture, Botaay, Agriculture Botany,
Agriculture Chemistry etc.

(ii) Outstanding research training or extension as
evidenced by published paper.

(iii) Experience in a top position in the field of Agri-
cultural education or Agricultural extension.

(iv) Intimate knowledge of problems of Indian Agri-
culture particularly with reference to any of the rice
growing regoion of India,

(d) No.

Shri Barkatullah : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has stated
the qualification required for the Agriculture Director,
Whether the present Director of Agriculture has got all
the qualifications ? (voices-already replied)

Re : Expenditure on Flood Control

Shri Debesh Chakraborty asked :

*25. Will the Minister, Flood Control be pleased to
state —

The amount spent on flood control and the result

achieved thereof during the years 1980-81 in the state 2

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister, Flood
Control) replied :

The amount spent on Flood Control works during
1980-81 in Assam is Rs. 1602:68 lakh and an area of
17,842 Hec. is brought under flood protection.

Shri Debesh Chakravarty | Mr. Speaker Sir, will the
Hon'ble Minister pleace state the total amount spent from
1980 till now and the result achieved therefrom ?

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari, (Minister): Sir, I
can give the figures but it will be long statement The
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area benefitted, S1r, in the Brahmaputra valley so far is
1375 lakh hectares approximately ; I mean this is the
cultivable area protected. Then, Sir, in the case of Barak
valley it is 196 lakh - hectares and in the hill areas 29-15
KM embankment has been constructed and 6965 hectares
of land has been protected. :

Shri Debesh Chakravarty : Mr. Speaker, Sir, will the
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to why, even after
large amount of money was spent on flood control, every
year in the . districts of Kamrup, Goalpara, Kokrajhar
crops are damaged, railway tracks are damaged ? what
is the reason? ‘

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister) ; Sir, there
are so many reasons and [ cannot explain all the reasons
here. ' The Hon’ble member is perhaps aware that in the
north bank all the rivers have become very shallow. All
the rivers carry heavy sediments and as a result. the rivers
have become shallow and when there is heavy flow of
. water during the rainy season it overtops the banks and
in some cases the embankments and other engineering
structures are also damaged sometimes. There are other
reasons also which may not be possible for me to sxplain
here. The rivers, particularly the northern rivers have
become very shallow due to siltation and this is one of
the most vital factors.

Shn Harendra Nath Talukdar Sir, the Hon’ble Min.ister
has said due to heavy siltation all the northeltn rivers
have become shallow. What are the reasons of siltation 2

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister): Sir, I
have already said most of the rivers carry heavy sediments,
For example the river Bhogdoi and also Sankosh river in
the district of Kokrajhar and even the small rivers carry
heavy sediments and consequent on that so many spill
channels have been created and these spill channels flow

,
i
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L,
to dxﬂ‘erent directions. Even the Brahmaputra 1tse1f has
hundreds of spill channels in different pasts,

. Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar : Sir, My question is not
answered. Why siltation is heavy— is it because of the
embankments on these tributaries. f .

: Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari: (mester) ‘Cer-
talply not Sir. There has been large scale deforestation
and due to deforestation- the on rush of water is so‘much
that it is not possible for the existing -rivers to hold . the
volume of water, : 4

Shn Md Umaruddin : Slr, has thele been any mvesu-
gatlon or research as to the actual and basic- cause of
eresion and tun-off due to the denudatlon of forests.in. the

catchment area ? o
Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister) : Sir, con-
stant invastigation are carried out and it is only as a
result of continuous investigation ‘that some schemes have
been taken up. There may be other factors and these
can be known only after investigation and for these inves-
tigation are going on. In some cases soil has got to be
tested and we have a river soil research station here and
the research work -which we cannot do here are being done
at Pune and Roorkie. _ |
Shri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, my point is due to defores-
tation on a large scale in the catchment areas which are

in Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, there is run off and soil
is washed away and large scale siltation takes place. Has

there been any survey or any specific scheme to investigate

thls matter and any finding reached 2

Shri Ranendra Narayan ‘Basumatari (Mxmster) There
have been survey Sir. It has not been possible to stop
denudation of forest. In Bhutan wanten destruction of-
forest is going on. For instance, Kokrajhar has never
been visited by flood but Sir, since last year and this year
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also two successive floods have occured and this is purely
as a result of the heavy deforestatlon in Bhutan and heavy
rain in the catchment area,

Shri Md. Umaruddin : What long term remedial mea-
sures are being contemplated by Government remove the
basic ceuses of soil erosion, siltration and runout etc. ?

Shri Ranendra -Narayan Basumatari (Minister) : Soil
Conservation Department have been planting trees as a
remedy. The aforestation Division and our Forest Depart-
ment also taking up measures in this resect.

Shri Benoy Kr. Basumatary : In the north bank there
were erosion and floods mainly because of denudation of
forests. Will our Government take up this matter with
Bhutan Government so as to stop desttuctlon of forests‘
there ?

Shri Ranendra Narayan Brsumatari ‘(Minister)' I am
not competent to take up this work, I shall have to 1akev
up with our Chief Mmlster
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Re ; kalmani Sluice Gate

Shn Purna Boro asked :

#27. Will the Minister, Flood Control be pleased to
state—

(a) . Whether Government is aware of the fact that the
Kalmam sluu;e gate of Baralia embankment in Rangia
Circle  has not-served the purpose due to sum defects 9

(b) If so whether steps have been taken for rectification
of these defects ?

‘Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister, Flood

Control) replied : _

(a) —No.
(b) Dose net arise.
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Starred question No. 28 was not put' member being'

absent, ~

Re: Pay of P.U. paosoed L.P. $chool Teachor

Shri Siraj Uddin asked : | :
*29. Will the Minister Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itisa fact that a P.U. passed L. P.teacher

is entitled to get his salary @ Rs. 500 t0 Rs. 875 p.m. 9

(by If so. whether the teachers of that category are getting
their salaries as per the Revised Pay scale ?

I
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(¢) If not, why? ,

(d) Whether itis a fact that recovery has been made from
the teachers who have already drawn their pay as per
Revised Pay scale ? ' ‘

(e) If so, why? ,

Shri Mukut Sarmai (Mir_xister, Bducation) replied :
(a) —Yes. E _
(b) —Instruetions have been issued to the controlling
officers for payment of salaries at that rate.
., (¢) —Does not arise. ,
(d) —No such case has come to the notice of the
Government. . ,
(e) —Does not arise.
ARG «WIR ¢ QT WIAA, W VAT [ (oI
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From Director Elementary Education, to the Inspector
of Schools. Sub : Intermediate stale of pay to PU teachers
and 11 yedars Higher Secondary “teachers. In inviting a
reference ‘to the subject quoted above, I have the honour
to state that the recovery of pay if any from pay of the
above category of teachers should be kept in abeyance until
further orders. Further, no intermediate - scale of pay be
given to such category of teachers’. -
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Starred question No 30 was 'not put members being '
absent. '

Re : Electrification of Balabari etc,

Shri Purna Boro asked : ,
* 31. Will the Minister, Power be pleased to state:

(@) Whether Government is aware of ~the fact that the
supply of electricity to a large number of villages like

~ Balabari, Mukundapur, Maharipara etc. under Goreswar- N
circle have been badly affected due to theft of main line - -t
 wires near Baghdoba village ? ‘

(b) If so, whether Government have taken early measures _
to resume supply of electricity to those villages ? | -
Shri A. M. Mazumdar (Minister, Power) replied :

(a) Power supply to large numbers of villages like

Balabari, Mukundapur, Maharipara etc. under Rangia Thana

were affected due to theft of 11 KV line conductor on

15.7.84 at village Barphulchaki (near Baghdoba_).

(b) After drawing new line the power supply will be - e

resumed to those villages. | S
Shri Purria Boro : Sir, may [ know from the Minister

from which date the electric line was changed ?
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Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister) : Sir, The date
is not available with me now.

Shri Purna Boro : Whether these villages were fully
electrified ?

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister): A No of
villages were electrified.

Shri Purna Boro : Sir, how many houses were electrified?

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister) : Sir. as regards
the details of the houses I will require time to reply on that.

Re: Electrification of village Sila.

Shri Purna Boro asked:

32, Will the Minister, Power be pleased to state —

(a) Whether Sila Village under Kamalpur circle is an

" electrified village 2

(b) If so, how many families have been given power
connection up-till mow and how many are yet to
get ?

(c) Whether Government is aware that supply of current
to Sila village has been disrupted since 24th July
due to theft of the wires ?

(dy If so, what steps have been taken for resumption

" of current supply soon ?

Shri A. M. Mazumdar (Minister Power) replied :

(a) Yes, Sila village in Kamalpur circle is an elec-
trified village.

(b) Power connection {0 seven Nos. of consumers
for domestic use were given uptil now. No application
for wanting power supply connection is pending in the
office.

: (c) Yes, about 2:8 KM of A.C.S.R. wasted conductor
were stolen on 24.7.84.

(d) Power supply to Sila village will be resumed as

soon as the new line is drawn,
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Shri Purna Boro : Sir, may I know from the Minister
what is the total loss ?

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister) : Sir, according
to the estimates made by the department we will require
Rs. 12,000/~ to restore this line,

Shri Purna Boro : Sir, from which month this line will
be restored ? ;

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister) : Sir, as soon as
we get the sanction we will do the work and then power
connection will be given.

ANYIIGF : wLwF QAT 78 GiEg fapifatel, @B Gruapa
MBI @ {5 2 afeq s2ixg 9xafm &G = OiF (AIgsigs @i -
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BIESE T Thawes Hy 27

MEo1s subEE s @bt B oncd b e (A= NI 5T
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SHORT NOTICE
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Date : 5th September, 1984

Re ; Kokilabari Central State Farm

Shri Simal Gayari asked :

L. Will the Minister Agriculture etc. be. pleased to
state-— g

(@) Whether the Goyernment is aware that the Govern-
ment of India has decided to shift the Kokila-
bari Central State Farm from Kokilabari and the
farm land is to be handed over to the Manas
Tiger Project Authority?

i
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(b) If -so whether the Government of Assam has de-
cided to rchabilitate the population residing in
the area which has been proposed to be handed
over to the Tiger Project Authority 7

Shri- Golok Rajbangshi (Minister, Agriculture) replied.:

(a) - It is learnt that Government of India is exa-
mining the desirability of shifting Kokilabari Central State
Farm from its present site and handing over the land to the
Manas = Tiger Project Authority. Government of India’s
decision in the ~matter is not known to the Agriculture
Department. -

(b) The question of rehabilitation of the people resi-
ding in the Kokilabari Farm area will come up only after
2 decision is taken for shifting of the farm from -its

present site.
Shri Bimal Gayari @ Sir, will the-Minister sate whether
there is any decision to shift this farm from Kekilabari?

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Not yet. :

Shri Hemen Das : Sir, whether the government ‘will or
reject the proposal ?

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Sir, it is under nego-
accepted nor rejected the

proposal. But if it is shifted then we will demand another

seed farm in Assam.

Shri_ Hemen Das : Sir, this .involves the question of
human lives ; if it is shifted then we will have to face a
very big problem. So, will the Government request the
Centre not to shift it ?

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Sir, thare is dispute
between the Forest and Agriculture department. The
Prime Minister is thie President of the Steering Committee
of the Tiger Projects, The Government of India isof the



20 Questions and Answers 5th September

opinion that both the Tiger Project and Seed Farm cannot
cooexist and one has to be shifted elsewhere.

Shri Hemen Das: Sir, around the Tiger Project there
are somany villages. Even if one project gets shifted, the
people around there should not be allowed to leave that
place, because it will create another big human problem.

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Sir, we are concerned
with the people whoare working inside the farm. So far
as the people working outside the farm are concerned,
they are day labourers and they are employees of the
Central Government. But the people working inside our
farm are of course concern us.

Shri Hemen Das: If the farmis shifted it will create
more problem, because around the projects there are some
villages.

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Sir, I am concerned
with the Farm ; [am Bnot concerned with people residing
outside the Farm.

Shri Bimal Gayari: Sir, how it will be possible to shift
or hand over the Tiger Project without handing over other
villages ?

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Sir, we are concerned
with 22 thousand acres of land which is under the occu-
pation of the Farm ; we are concerned with this.

Sri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, this is a Central Seed Farm
which was established for production of improved seeds.
This farm is a model farm to supply improved seeds to the
entire state ; now if this farm area is Now handed over
for the Tiger Project, where from the seeds will be supplied ?

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : Sir, that is why we
are objecting to the shifting of this Farm. This can only
be shifted after an alternative arrangement for such farm
is made in our State.
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : The day labourers are
not living within the farm campus but are living in the
villages nearby the farm.

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : T have already said
that there are no persons living inside the farm areas.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : But these labourers
are employed inside the farm.

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : [ am concerned with
the area of 2200 acres of land only.

Shri Bimal Gayari : So far asI know, there is a village
inside the farm area.

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : I do not know. It
is still under the Central Government.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : How can the Minister
say that heis concerned only with the labourers ? They
are not residing in the farm, but they are residing in the
villages around ?

Shri Golak Rajbongshi (Minister) : T have already said,

it is a Central Government farm where some persons are
working. Others are daily labourers.

Dafwe o ¢ w¥ism TwmA, (B T 97 o9 LA, A8
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Re : Electrification of Viliages,
Shri Bimal Gayari asked :
2. Will the Minister, Power be pleased to state:
(a) Whether there is any Government decision to
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electrify the village Kataligaon and Dighaldunga
under the Barama (Electrical) Sub-Division ?

(b) If decision is there what is the progress of the

scheme ?

(c) Will the Government be pleased to electrify the

said villages during this current financial year ?

(d) If not, why ?

Shri A, M, Mazumdar (Minister, Power) replied :

(a) Villages Kataligaon No.1 (C.C. No. 39) Katali-
gaon No. 2 (C.C, No. 40) and Dighaldonga (C.C. No. 46)
- have been included in a new scheme for Barama Thana

by A.S E.B.

(b) The scheme is being submitted to Rural Electri-
fication Corporation soon by Assam  State Electricity
Board.

() AS.E.B. will endeavour to electrify these villages
during the current financial year if the scheme is sanc-
tioned by R.E.C. Ltd,

(d) " As stated against (c) above.
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UNSTARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(To which replies view laid on the table)
Date : 5th September, 1984.
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Mr. Speaker ; Question hour is over now,

(Same members rose to speak)

Mr. Speaker ; The Hon’ble Members should try to
understand my view point.

Shri Hemen Das : Our request is that you would kindly
keep it pending.

Mr. Speaker : T am sorry. I will not allow.

Shri Hemen Das : Sir, there is nothing wrong in it if
you keep it panding.

Shri Jagannath Singha (Minister, Transport) : Sir, there
was half an hour discussion. Still the Hon’ble Members
want for further discussion.
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Statement From The Chair

Mr. Speaker : Before I come to item No. 2, I would
like to inform the Hon’ble Members that the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister want to give a statement on the floor”
of the House. I have gone through the papers and I have
seen that the statement runs into 26 pages, So, the Hon’-
ble Revenus Minister will take more than two hours.
Therefore, I request the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to' get”
it printed and -circulate to the Hon’ble Members.

Now we come to Item No. 2.

Calling Attention Notice

Shri Purna Boro: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to call the
attention® of 'the. Minister, Supply under Rule 54 ‘of “the
Rules of Procedure: and: Conduct of Business in' Assani
LegistativecAgsembly to the news item appearing in' the:
‘Asom Bani’. dated 24th. August 1984 - under the caption—
“‘6I T BIR-aAfRF =5 |

Myarn IV (WENT WH) ¢ VTG GUIH VLA, V-b-g B
TIfIYI ‘THT AN’ FIgoT AFIHG  ‘TIFIIF 61T AfHF - N’ M€
o3 AfS IR AR aiwlFe tag a§ QB Ay T%7 |

NG BIg ABREIT AT AFAT FI0H GITIRI TIAI 91T BIG -
gl [Faes faalte” Ia/s (983 @isnT ¥t efea = sig g
fRans (92993 widr i3 Iqqr doas WEa 1 o b Racse
tgwide arges fAugis =3 93 5 6ifs (e @ig of@ cqisna fmlfesay
et Gfgrae (9giF 66 bITNI -pir ufmT [ass gowmsia
GBI NS 4RIALT AFF! a7 INS 67 wfwT G SegoByiNg
WIBL 5117 s1ic, emal 6ifF 393 wbiols e (Ma3 @ip! Sae
TWAF 1 Bife Gad oIt 59 Sl B SEmis o i@ fEm g
MBFAL . o>~ Bl @B SEAT egaR i W@ ww g
WiF qEFSI siAI JIE ang, A vifs Halzass a1gq

Q8 VePop AT WIB HIITNIRI HAT AT (e YIGF (AT~
Wlfﬁ '3 (APF O1 FIWA GAFNI HIGiT NG AT QIS
fagter, b1 Aifier wi@ tamEa A gPfEfis o aum =6 95
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‘Matter Under Rule 301

Mr. Speake1 : Now, ‘Item No, 3.
Shri Hassanuddin Ahmed : Mr, Speaker, Sir, T beg to

“raise 2= Matter Under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure

and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative' Assembly

-relating to “Erosion has taken a serious turn threaténing
‘to wipe out numbers of villages of the South Bank'eof
“Goalpara”. Sir, it is a subject which makes  thousands ‘of

people homeless every year. Since 1950 earthquake, the
course of ‘the river Brahmaputra is changing day“iby
day and gradually it is taking a serious turn causing heavy

“erosion on the both banks of the river. Sir, the Govern-

ment of Assam have adopted a policy for the construction
of embankments as a measure to fight out the erosion of
the mighty river Brahmaputra. Sir, accordingly the first
embankment was constructed in 1954 from Kharmouza
to Fakirgunj spending huge amount of money. As a result
of “that, our people had to sacrific a lot .and their lands
were acquired and the embankment was constructed. But
sir,” after a few year this embankment was washed away.
Then, sir, - Government  again came up with a proposal
for reconstruction of the embankment. Sir, because of
this erosion thousands of people rendered homeless. [
remember when Shri Sarat Chandra Singha, was the Chief
Minister of Assam, the people of Goalpara disirict vehe-
mently opposed the proposal for the construction of any
embankment because the construction of embankment is
not the solution for stopping the erosion of the mighty

“‘river and the people demanded - permanent -measures for

anti-erosion schemes. Sir. I do not understand why the
Government is spending crores of rupees every year, Sir,
I would like to mention here about the breach in Bali-
kashi embankment in Goalpara District which had caused
a severe holocaust and devastation. Sir, the Hon’ble Mem-
ber Shri Umaruddin was an eye-witness of this devasta-
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tion. Then, sir, there was a breach at Fakirgunj which
had also caused severe devastation. :This syearalsoidn the
«last .July there is agaima serious: breach at South Salmara.
“When our: Hon’ble Chief Minister visited the . affected . sites
cof -Goalpara in May last everywhere our people . demanded
spermanent  protection measures and the -Hon’ble .Chief
wMinister odirected the department  to . put-forward .the pro-
~posal -for .enti-erosion - scheme. Sir, so far.as Lundesstand
<the department has submitted .anti-erosion .schemes but
+the Technical Advisory .Committee .had turned down _the
«preposal. -Sir, the erosion has taken a serious .turn threa-
tening to wipe out numbers of villages of the South :Bank
-of -Goalpara & -Dhubri district and ,thousands of people
are now living  on the banks of the river. Sir,:the erosion
-has -not -only -affected the -economic progress .but :this has
-a-political affect also. The large number.of people :who
sare rendered homeless due to the eresion while roaming
“n other district in search of shelter and land they are termed
as Bangladeshis. ~So, -Sir, the erosion  has .also political
side and it creates political problem rbesides the -economic
‘Problem. Therefore, sir, I appeal :to ‘the “Hon’ble Minis-
ter ‘through you that this department :should :-take wup
permanent protection -measures. Sir, we know :the : ability
of -our 'Hon’ble :Chief Minister ‘& if our :Chief !Minister
with -a -committee -of this House approaches the :Govern-
‘ment of ‘India for ‘financial ‘help, I am sure ;Government
of ‘India will surely provide nccessary funds :for :perme-
nent anti-erosion schemes. Sir, unless and -until iweitake
up the matter immediately, not only ‘the erosion.will:wipe
-out numbers of villages of the South Bank of Goalpara
and Dhubri district but it will wipe out quite a .good
number of villages in other bank of the river. Therefore,
sir, ‘[ appeal through you to the 'Minister of :the deptt.
that a Committee ‘be constituted with the ‘Hon’ble rmem-
‘bers of this ‘House ‘to see the conditions ‘by themsélves,

\,{"
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and “Suggest appropriate -measures. ‘It is hightime that
“Government should take up ‘permanent protection 'mea-
sures without any further delay. Sir, this time also when
‘the department proposes to go -ahead with the construc-
“tion proposal, ‘local people in my constituency expressed
their resentment and submitted several representations and
memorandum against the proposal for the construction
of embankment.

"Therefore, Mr. Speaker, Sir, with these few words I
“want ‘to ‘appeal to the Government of ‘Assam, through
‘you, -that the policy should be ‘changed ; ‘and a policy
‘for the permanent protection of the river eroded - areas
should be taken up immediately for the safegurd and
protection of the people -and there landed properties.

‘Thank you, Sir.

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister): Mr.
‘Speaker, Sir, ‘[ entirely agree with the Hon’ble member, He
‘has rightly ‘pointed out and indicated his views that all
the permanent measures will'go a long way to solve erosion
problem of ‘Brahmaputra river. The other points he has
narrated -that the paliative measures taken were not very
‘much effective. I entirely agree with the Hon’ble member,
°[ ‘want to narrate some of the activities of the department
and ‘the attempt to give some relief to the people living in
‘the neighbourhood of the river Brahmaputra and its
‘tributaries,

Sir, the river Brahmaputra in the Goalpara Dhuburi/
district covers a distance of nearly 85 kim. from Goalpara
‘town up to Sukchar area and thereupon the river enters
into Bangladesh.

During monsoon when the river is in high spate nearly
160 sq. k.m. area on the South Bank is subjected to inun-
dation starting from Kharmouza to Sukchar area, Apart

_/from the problem of inundation the braided channels
of the river cause erosion at random year after year and
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thereby vast thickly populated villages and extensive hard-
ships mainly to the poor section of the agricultural popu-
lation inhabitating in those riverine aieas.

Starting from 1954-55 up to 1974-75, total length of
59:66 k.m: of embankment was constructed on S/Bank of
Goalpara District thﬁxeby' protecting 18000 hectare of culti-
vable land.

From the year 1975-76 another 4'5 k.m. of embankment
from South Salmara to Baraikandi also was constructed
providing protection to an additional area of 3500 hectare.
Similarly from 1977-78 to 1981-82 another length of 12:6

- k.m. was further extended upto Tatipara for an additional

area of 10430 hectare.

The erosion of south bdnk starting from Kharmouza
to Sukchar area is observed to be very acute and vigorous
since 1954 ice.’ after the great earthquake of Assam. The
river carries heavy sediment load during flood period which
gets deposited in the form of sand char (island) as soon
as the flood subsides. As a result numerous side channels/
spill channels develop diverting main flow of the river
from its central exist course. Thus the major share of the
flow (discharge) passing through the numerous side channels/
spill channels attack the embankment system at random
throughout the entire reach of 85,00 km. Due to the
persistant problem of erosion continuing since 1954,
nearly 194:25 Sq.K.M. of valuable and populated home-
stead and agricultural land had already been swallowed
by the river affecting a huge population of the area.

Apart from erosion of extensive land mass, the entire
embankment system from Kharmuza to Balikuchi and from
Balikuchi to South-Salmara and beyond has been rendered
vulnerable due to river attack experienced at random
throughout entire reach.  The gravity chronic and persistent
problem of erosion could be felt from the fact that the
embankment system from Kharmuza to Balikuchi had to

g
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ke retired as many as 7 (seven) times at different stretches
between the period 1962-63 to 1980-81 inspite of the fact
that the embankment had been aligned keeping a margin
of more than 1km from the river front. These retire-
ments had been constructed at various stretches from time
to time.

Similarly, the embankement system from Balikuchi to
South-Salmara had to be retired as many as 10 (ten) times
between the period 1957-58 to 1982-83.

In total nearly 6413 km length of retirement had to
be constructed during the decade 1957-58 to 1982-83,
against original construction length of 86'81 km. After
execution of all the retirements, the present effective
length of embankment system reduced ton 83-11 km upto
the flood season of 1984.

The erosion of the river system is still continuing
in a vigorous manner and the entire embankment system,
right from Kharmuza to Tatipara, has been rendered vul-
nerable, especially at the following stretches where the
margine between the embankment and river front has
been observed to be almost ata critical state as below :

At Sonahara (c¢h. 250 km) 262 Mtr.
At Rakhaldubi (ch. 65 km) 100
At U/S of Joypur Bazar

(ch. 300 km) 390 - ,,
At Taparvita - (ch. 115 ~km) 2505
At Solmari (ch..12°50 km) S
At Chunari (ch. 16:00 km) oy B
At Chunari (ch. 18:00 km) 65 |,
At Chunari (ch. 18:50 km) \I5rT
At Jaleswar (ch. 36°00 km) 50
At Madatory  (ch. 36:50 km) 55y
At Mahajanpara (ch. 41°5 . km) W
At Dibholchara (ch. 70'5 km) No berm,
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At Digholchara (ch, 71'5 km) The embankment at this

At Kolchabhanga (ch: 72 km) locationis already eroded
causing- a gap of about
600 M.

At Bamuni (ch. 83 km) 240 Mitr.

Also the Road-cum-bund from Fakiraganj to South-Sal-
mara had been roded on 27,7.84 causing a gap of more
than 1'1 km ata place called Chota-Ravatari. The rate
of erosion at this location was so vigorous that within
a period of nearly one month from the end of June/84
nearly a margin of 180 m got eroded and ultimately - the
Road-cum-bund also got breached exposing the vast pro-
tected area on country side to the direct thrust of the
main. Brahmaputra channel. =

The flood water entering through the gap ultimately
joined with river Jinjiram and got drained through it
inundating vast area of about 200.sq. km. in the Hatsingimari
Civil Sub-division of Dhubri district and including parts
of Meghalaya under west Garo Hills district. The river
Jinjiram was also in high spate at that time. As a
result the inundation of the area had been further aggra-
vated as quick drainage through Jinjiram was impeded.
The flood water entering through this gap into the coun- -
try side had also becn partially responsible for damaging-
the down stream flood embankment at Digholchora and
Khalsabhanga from country side and wultimately causing
breach of the same with a gap of about 600m by erosion.

The erosion problem of Brahmaputra within the vis-
einty of the flood embankment had been caused earlier
generally by the spill channels at different locations, exce-
pting at a few places, where the embankment was exposed
to the erosion of the main channel. But during the flood
of July, 1984 the main channel of Brahmaputra has been
observed to have developed ‘a -tendency to push towards
soutlt engulfing - the southern . spill channels by todding.
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the sand chars in between. As a result almost the entire
flood embankment especially at places called Sonahara,
Joypur, Rakhaldubi, Taparvita, Solmari, Chunari, Joleswar,
Madatory, Mahajanpara, Basukata-Chatlarpar, South Sal-
mara, Digholchora, Khalsabhanga and Mamuni are exposed
to direct thrust of main Brahmaputra -current.

Due to serious problem of erosion caused by the main
Brahmaputra Channel, as mentioned above, already propo-
sals for construction of retirements had been approved
by the TAC in the following stretches :

1. Retirement at Rakhaldubi from Ch. 4.5 k.m. to
9.0 k.m.

2. Retirement at Chudari from Kaljuni, Kajipota.

3. Retirement ‘at “Joleswar from Ch. 32.33 k.m. to
37.80 k.m, :

4 Retirement from Dighalchora to Bamuni.

Apart from above, a retirement of road-cum-bund
at the reach between Fakirganj to South Salmara wunder
the control of P.W.D, has become extremely necessary to
close the gap of the ‘eroded road-cum-bund to Chota
Ravatari.

But construction of retirement at the aforesaid reaches,
purely for flood protection may not be feasible as the
local population are very much opposed of such policy
due to non-availability of sufficient land. Also the retire-
ments - 'of embankments ‘have become - very costly and
acquiring of land has also become very difficult.

However, in order to protect the embankment against
erosion at. different locations, palliative type of anti erosion
works like timber, spurs, timber dampeners boulder bed
bars, bamboo purcupine screens, bamboo porcupine bars,
bamboo. “A’” type sputs, cages and leets, fencing etc. had
been adopted since 1960 upto the present time. On the
South bank between Kharmouza to Sukchar anti erosion
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works had been adopted time to time at isolated locations
for protecting the embankment just for holding the bank
line by reducing siltations.

So far this department is carrying out anti erosion
woiks in Brahmaputra and its tributaries by way of pro-
viding palliative measures as because the highest cost is
involved in doing permanent protection works specially
in Brahmaputra.,

It is also interesting that the National Flood Commi-
ssion’s recommeandation goes for permanent protection
works in important township and socially important places.
Apart from this the high cost involved in permanent
protection works does not justify protection of Agricultural
and Rural areas. Houourable Members have pointed out
the emergent necessity of protection of this area which is
covered by a large number of agricultural population.
Actually the National Flood Commission’s recommendation
goes for permanent protection works in important town-
ship anud socially important places. However Government
is keen to get rid of this menacing erosion problem in
the entire Brahmaputra valley by taking up measures from
time to time as and when fund for such works are made
available.

It has been pin pointed that permanent protection
is emergently called for and the Government, in the Flood
Control Department and the Chief Minister is very keen
on this permanent protection. As many as 3 major schemes
namely, Kharmouza, Thaparpita and Sonari are on the
journey to Delhi for the purpose of permanent protection
and these 3 schemes have been processing by the Central
Water Commission. This has to be again processed by the
Planning Commission and the matter is now lying with
the Planning Commission, i.e. the Minister of Planning,
We are very much keen to take up some other schemes
also. Sir, regarding South Salmara, The Committee noted
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like this— the Goalpara and the Dhubri Districts are very
badly affected in agriculture because of erosion. The
Committee noted that entire B/dyke on its L/B under
Goalpara Dhubri is chronically affected by erosion. The
embankment had to be retired in may places for several
times as because no suitable Anti erosion measures could
be taken in those reaches as the stretches are entirely
built up area and there isno rigid model points to hold
the bank line, Shri U.K. Barman, Chief Engineer, (IW)
Brahmaputra ' Board, during the discussion stated that
Brahmaputra Board suggested to have model test in those
reaches with a view to prepare a prospective anti erosion
schemes. The Committee also suggested that the Depart-
ment should make detail survey and prepare a comprehen-
sive anti-erosion scheme in reaches in the line of Gumi,
Mukalmua and Moriaholla protection schemes and put
up in the next meeting of T.A.C. for discussion and
consideration. Accordingly the Department is taking action
for formulation of comprehensive scheme. This was the
recommendation of the Committee. We have already chalked
out the details and it will be very soon on transit to Delhi
for giving green signal for permanent protection. In
regard to the suggestions made by the Honourable members
I would like to say that the TSE will not reject the scheme
for permanent protection. 1 do not have objection in
forwarding these cases to the Central Goverament. 'The
second suggestion made by the Honourable members to
depute a committee to the site of erosion from the Assembly.
This suggestion I welcome whole-heartedly and sooner the
better because water has not fully receded and if the
Committee can go right now they will have a full view of the
attack of Brahmaputra and also of the numerous channels
created. Sir [ hope I am able to clarify the position,

Shri Hassanuddin Ahmed : Mr. Speaker sir, by and large
my contention has been admitted by the Hon’ble Minister.
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“For <¢xample, the retirement bund ‘is not enough to pro-
vide protection. My humble submission is that even'if
any retirement' bund is constructed what is the surity that
it will exist. - T understand, construction of retirement
bund cannot provide permanent protection. S0 measures
should be taken for permanent protection. '

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari {Minister) : Sir, as
I have already said, the retirement bund will be construc-
ted to give some  temporary relief because embankment  or
retirement bund is not.the solution - of the problem of
erosion as the Hon’ble Member is very well aware of it,

Shri Bazlul Basit : It has been said that schemes have
been taken in hand for providing permanent. protection
of the towns. As such may I know if South -Salmara
town has also been included as this town is also under the
grip of erosion and will be we shed within one year if
protection is not provided. 1 want to know from the
Hon’ble Minister if Government has taken any steps to
protect South Salmara town.

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister) : We have
already taken some scheme and that has ‘been approved
by the Technical Committee, Now it will be finally consi-
dered at the meeting on 22nd Sept., 1984.

Shri Hassanuddin Ahmed : Sir, T fail to understand the
idea of the Central Water ‘Commission. If the rural areas
go, ‘Assam goes, [f rural areas cannot live, whether
Assam will live ? So the wholeidea should be changed. If
we cannot protect our tural arcas, what is the use of
protecting the towns sir ?

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari (Minister) : That is
the Central Water Commission. It is the National Floodg
Comnmission’s recommendation for protection of important
townships and socially important places,

hobdlltit s RN A L
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Laying of Rules, £ccounts, Etc.

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 4.
~ Shri Upendra Das (Minister) : Sir, T beg to lay the

17 th Annual Report and Accounts, 1978-79 of the Assam
State Warehousing Corporation.

Mr. Speaker : Item No. 5. : :
- Shri Upendra Das (Minister) : Sir, { begto lay the 18th
Annual Report and Accounts,. 1979-80 of the Assam State
Warehousing . Corporation. | 1

Mr. Speaker : Item No. 6... : ;

Shri Upendra Das:(Minister) : Sir, I beg to lay the 19 th
Annual Report. and Accounts, 1980-81 of the Assam State
Ware-housing Corporation.

Mr. Speaker : Item No. 7.

Presentation of the list of Supplementary
Demand for Grants and Supplementary
_ Appropriations for the year 1984-856

Shri Mohammad Idris (Minister)— Mr Speakef sir; I beg
to present the list of Supplementary Demands for Grants
and Supplementary Appropriations for the year 1984-85,

Mr. Speaker : [tem No. 8

Election of Members to Boards, Committees etc,

Shri Jagannath Sinha (Minister)— Sir, I beg to move that
a representative be elected by the Assam Legislative Assembly
from amongst its members to became member of the Assam
State Housing Board under Section 4(1) (g) of the Assam
State Housing Board Act, 1972 (Assam Act I of 1974).

Shri Munin Sarma, M.L.A. elected by the Assam Legi-
slative Assembly in its Budget Session held in March, 1983
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could not be appointed Member of the Board due to his
induction in the Council of Ministers.

Mr. Speaker : Now I put the Motion that a representa-
tive be elected by the Assam Legislative Assembly from
amongst its members to become the member of the Assam
State Housing Board under Section 4(1) (g) of the Assam
State Housing Board Act, 1972 (Assam Act I of 1974).
Shri Munin Sarma, M.L.A. elected by the Assam Legislative
Assembly in its Budget Session held in March 1983 could
not be appointed member of the board due to his induction
in the Council of Ministers.

(The Motion was passed by the House by voice vote)
Secretary will notify the date, time and place for holding
the election, if necessary. Now Item No. 9.

Introduction of Government Biil

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari: Sir, under Rule 5 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, this
item should have been published. Instead we are presented
in the form of a Bill that has not been published. So we
want to know if it isin order sir?

Mr. Speaker: When the Bill is sought, it is not nece-
ssary to publish.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Sir my point is that
the Bill has got some defects.

(Voices— Let the Bill be moved first)
Shri Mohammad Idris (Minister) s Sir, I beg leave to

introduce the Assam Electricity Duty (Amendment) Bill
1984.

M. Speaker : Is it the pleasure of the House to grant
leave to introduce the Bill?
(Voices— yes, yes)
The leave is granted,
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Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Sir, this is a Bill, and
it seeks to replace the Central Bxcise Duty. Now sir,
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it is simply
stated that Government of India has decided on the
abolition of Central Excise Duty etc. etc. Sir, we want to
know and we should be convinced that the Government of
India has so decided and after deciding the Government
of India has delegated the powers to the State Govern-
ment to introduce the Bill. This should be clarified sir.

Shri Mohammad Idris (Minister): Mr. Speaker Sir,
the State Government has the power to bring such Bill
even if the Central Government asks us to doit or not,
In the statement of objects what we have said is this—
that there was a levy by the Central Government which
they propose to withdraw by a certain time ; so by that
time we will be prepared by this levy and it will be
replaced then. That is the intention.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, [ just wanted to
be assured that the Government of India has decided to
withdraw this levy so that there is no double taxation.

Shri Mohammad Idris (Minister) : Sir, T said that
Government of India has informed us and that should be
sufficient. When the levy of the Central Government is
withdrawn that will be replaced by our proposal. This
should be accepted Sir,

Mr. Speaker : Is it the pleasure of the House to grant
leave to introduce the Bill ?

(Voices— yes, yes)
Leave is granted.
Here is a message from the Governor.
RAJ BHAVAN
Shillong-3.9.1984

Under the provision of Article 207 (1) of the Consti-
tution of India, I, Bhishma Narayan Singh, Governor of
Assam, recommend the introduction in the Assam Legis-
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lative Assembly of the Assam Electricity Duty (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1984,
Sd/- Bhishma Narayan Singh
Governor of Assam.

Shri Mohammad Idris (Minister): Sir, I beg to intro-
duce the Bill. (The Secretary read out the title of the Bill)

Mr, Speaker : Now item No. 10, Shri Mazumdar to move

Government Resolution

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, T beg to move that this Assembly do approve the
fixation of the amount of loan of the Assam State Electri-
city Board (ASEB) .at a higher maximum limit of Rs. 325
crores (Rupees three hundred twenty five crores) only as
to enable the State Government to take action under the
provision of section 65 (3) of the Electricity (Supply) Act,
1948.
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Shri Binoy Kumat Basumatary— Sir, I also wish to
gpeak a few words on this.. Ii:, was only on 31st May last
year that we allowed the limit to be increased by Rs. 250
crores and now just after a year we are to increase the
limit by another Rs. 75, crores. . Sir, thete areinany
complaints against this A.S.E.B, which our colleague Shri
Das has narrated. I also wish to bring these things to
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the notlce of the House. When the concrete pillars or
posts for electnc llnes to be drawn are transported from
one place to another the mct‘md of transpornng these
is very Surprlsmg. SII‘. I have secen with my own eyes
that the concrete posts are dragged, tied with ropes and
drag“edbytractors over hard ‘ohck toped roads and rocky
places Asaresult most of the posts are damaged on the
way. And when they are damaged they are left out wherever
they are— sometimes in the field which the poor farmers
are to remove. Second thing-when these are not dragged
by tractors these are either carricd by people or treated
in a rough manner. As a result of all these, about
20130y of the posts are damaged while these are
tfEmSpOTted This is Leciuse of utter carelessness of
the dePartment About current-we need not say anything
becaua,e I have electric lines drawn to my house also. Sir,
Sometlme the current is there for the whole day but in
the evmmg when the children sit and open their books
the current goes off f01 the whole night till S a/m., and
ﬂle current never comies back in the night. So, this Current
is ‘supplied fo us only when we do not require this and
it is not available to us when we need it. 8ir, the whole
objective of electrification and using it for the peoples’
benefit has been sabotaged. The A.S.EB is not capable
of providing current when we nesd it So, Sir, I support
my COlleague, Sri Das and say that there should be some
restriction imposed either by the government or
method should be evolved within the Board
that the current will be made available to people.

Sir, in advanced countries when the current goes off,
the line is declared to be under emergency. But in our
case-dislocation in the line is a normal thing. We have
to find out whether electricity is an esseatial thing of

life and if it is considered as an essential thing then it
should be supplied 24 hours a day,

some
it self so

Sir, in my place there
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is a small hospital and most of the delivery cases come
during the night time and when patients are kept on the
table in case of delivering babies, the light goes off: Then
our doctors are to depand on flash lights or petromax.

. 8o, Sir, this department or Board is of no wuse to wus.
z So either the Board or the Government should make the
5 current avilable to us for 24 hours or they should declare

emergency. With these words, T censure this department
and 1 do not wish that they should be given free hand
to misuse public fund and. borrow at random.
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SfqAt | Siatafa @[T s g oz (a8Rkms sy wife
QI HANE @B I | @8 ¥3NF gHife Wy w1 sfers
a8 fSotsns! @@s o) =9 walq 3% fFa ans @ Figw afear ai=ig
q35 T 181 fEm @ife as@Eng et i gRyar wifw
fofn (3 mfag @t 1 s i aeE akd (§3ied @i A8
«ff @iz scEt | IBGY 435 A B AR WE oAiHT @
fasisrm Bafod A1 oy @f¥ AR (117 I3 AfFEi)

+ Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister, Power) : Mr,
Speaker Sir. [ am grateful to the learned friends for poin-
ting out the defects and deficiencies and also the drawbacks
in the department and also in the Electricity Board. So
whenever I come for asking money several accusations
are raised. It is quite normal. This year, we have given
the reasons that we are going to undertake electrification
of the villages within the next 5 years. Last year, our
performance was good in comparision with all India figures.
We could eletrify 2500 villages. This year, we have raised
the target to 3000 villages. In addition, we have got
several projects which we propose to complete within the
target period. For that we will have to have some money.
As you know, the Board like other public companies hag
to depand entirely on loan. We have sought for increa-
sing the amount for the coming year. For this year, we
have lot of money received from different sources. That
is the reason why we have come to this August House. Now
Sir, I fully agree with my friends who have reised several
questions, and they are correct. I admit that because of
policy decision and also because of the limited resources
in hand nothing more could be done. But my endeavour
will be to rectify those defects and deficiencies. We will
try to improve our performance. We have been impressing
upon the Board and the Board is also in its turn im-
pressing upon its employees to correct the position. The
situation has now to somwe extent improved. You would

* Speech not corrected
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kindly consider, there are various factors which affect
our working. When the children go to read, the light
goes off and when the patients are in serious condition
the light is not there. 8o these are the difficulties. There
are lapses here and there. But I assure you that I will
certainly look into these defects.

As regards the point that the posts are there, lines are
there but the power is not given. That of course, is a
time consuming affair. In this regard, we have to prepare
a scheme and then funds are to be obtained. After these
preliminaries completed, then the question of electrifica-
tion comes in. Tt is sometime found that even if the
power is taken to the village, the people do not place
demand for power connection. Unless there !is demand,
we cannot make available the power to the people. As
repgrd the point of theft, I would like to say that during
last session also I said that the lines were going through
the fields and jungles etc. It is impossible for any per-
son to guard these lines. In addition to our Board people
looking after these lines, the villagers should also be
involved in this job. It is also impossible for the Police
to check these lines running several miles. That is why,
for this job, the Police are to be alert, the department
are to be alert and above all the public are equally to be
alert. Itis tobe impressed upon the people that this is
the public property to be utilised for their benefit.

As regards the priority of taking up the hydel project
rather than thermal project, I fully agree with the Hon’ble
Members. This is also an all India norm. In the case
of hydel project, gestation period is very long,

Mr, Speaker : It is now 12-30. I should take the
consent of the Hon’ble Members whether the House
should be extended. I also do not know how much time
the Hon’ble Minister, Power would take to complete his

reply,
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Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar (Minister, Power) : Sir,
I would require another 10-15 minutes to complete my
reply.
(voice—House may be extended for another 15 minutes).
Shri Abdu! Muhib Mazumdar (Minister, Power) : The
difficultics are being faced mnot only by the State of Assam
but in fact, the whole of North-Eastetn Region. Sir, there
is a lot of scope for hydel project. We first make investi-
gation and find out the real place. It is a fact that the
hydel project cannot be installed without visiting Bhutan,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipurs The
State boundary as stands to-day is quite limited in respsct
of installation of hydel project. There isa Kopili Hydel
project. It is under central sector. The Central Govern-
ment is taking up the matter. They are considering it and
perhaps something will come up in near future. Sir, We
have also npatural gas in the State. We ate trying to
utilise the gas. We are also trying to cstablish project
based on gas. We lay greater emphasis on hydel project
cather than on thermal project. Though the gestation
period is long and expenditure involved in the initial
stage, in respect of installation of hydel project, is great,
it turns to be more economical in the long run. I can
assure the Hon’ble Members that Government would give
top most attention for generation of power. The whole
matter has been taken up by the State Electricity Board
in right earnest.  Sir, Kopili project has just been produ-
cing power and I can assute that the power supply
wounld be more steady. :
Sir, Hon’'ble Member has said more about corruption
in the Board, This isa common phenomenon. I should
say that possibly very few Departments are free from
corruption. This is perhaps because of lack of awarness
of ‘the responsibility of the executing officers. Mr. Speaker
Sir, we are finding that there is an attitude of cheating
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and I should say that this is a social menace, To remove
corruption, something should be done. It should be the
endeavour of everybody that there should not be any
corruption. If we are aware of our social responsibilities
corruption may be reduced to a great extent.

Now' I come to the point of construction of number of
poles. In fact, our progress has been much ‘more during
last year. We are trying to manufacture poles in large
number so that we can take electricity to the villages
without interruption. It isa fact, we would be unable to
achieve. our target if there is shortage of poles. As
regards quality, the contractors are given cement and
rod in control prices to manufacture poles. The propor-
tion of cement required to be given is ignored and thereby
quality deteriorates. The suggestion put forward to manu-
facture poles departmentally woud be looked into. Hon’ble
Member Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary has raised a
specific point about poor quality of poles. Tt would be
our endeavour to see that the poles are produced as per
specification and in large numbers. Itis our past expe-
rience that several poles do not have iron road at all
and during transit the poles are broken into pieces.

Lastly, Hon’ble Member Shri Mathura Deka has said
about repair of transformer. We are actually running
short of transformer. We should make endeavour that no
transformer is wasted or damaged. Thisis an important
: point and this would be looked into. Sir, it would be
my duty to improve the perf(‘)r%'nance of the Board, Every-
body should ha\.;e.a strict vigilance on the f\\l\ﬂii)‘ilillg of
the State Electricity Board and I hope, the Résolutiong
that [ have brought would be passed. Sir, it s t.ri:ka:tl}(;::
transfer and posting of officers sometime lead to hamper
departmental works greatly. These things are chronic in
the entire administrative structure, Therefore, Sir, by and
large I may mention that whenever and such matter was
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brought to the notice of the Government action was taken.
I am grateful tohim as he came to my chamber and in-
formed that the works were done. This, of course, he
had admitted. Therefore, sir, I appeal that the resolution
be adopted. '

Mrgema wiw ¢ wF Wging, 28 & g6 fReisa Tyl @l
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Mr. Speaker : Now, I put the resolution “‘that this Assein-
bly to approve the fixation of the amount of loan of the
Assam State Electricity Board at higher maximum limit
of Rs. 325 crores only asto enable the State Government
to take action under the provision of section 65 (3) of
the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948.”

(The resolution is adopted),

Now, there is an announcement.

I hereby inform the house that I have received a
telegram and aletter from two Hon’ble Members of this
House namely Shri Dombarudhar Brahma and Shri Afa-
znddin Ahmed informing me that it would not be possible
for them to attend the current session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly as Shri Dombarudhar Brahma has
been undergoing treatment in the Christian Medical College,

Velore and Shri Afazuddin Ahmed has left for Mecca
for Haj.

~.
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Under Rule 185 (A) of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business of the Assam Legislative Assembly
they have requested me to grant leave of absence. I hope
this has the approval of the House. (Voices, yes, yes).

Now, the House stands adjourned till Monday the
10th of September, 1984.

Adjournment

The House then rose at 12-45 PM and stoed adjour-
ned till 10 A.M. on Monday the 10th September 1984,

P. D. Barua
Dated Dispur Secretary,
The 5th September, 1984 Assam Legislative Assembly
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