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i Proceeding of the fourth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly asssembled after the Seventh
Gieneral Flection under Sovereign Democratic

Republican Constitution of India.

Gauhati on Thursday the 29th March, 1984 with tie Hon.
_ Speaker in the Ch@m 19 ( Nineteen ) Ministers, 6 (Six )
Ministers of State, 6 { Six') Deputy Ministers, 1 ( One )

‘ ﬁ : " The House met in the Assémbly Chamber, Dispur,

f  Parliamentary Secretary and 62 ( Sixty two ) Members
~present.

STARRED

Questions and  Answers
( To which oral replies were given )
v .~ Date: 29th March, 1984

Re : Additional Post for Elementary Schools

Shri Kiron Bora asked::
+ 172. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether additional posts for Elementary Schools have
been sanctioned ¢

(b) If so, from which date the effect will given to ?
(c) The total No., of posts sanctioned and when . the
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appointment will be “\mde r

Shri Mukut Sarma ( Minister, Education ) replied :

172. (a)— Yes.

(b)—The effect will be given from the date of entertainment,

(c)—2000' posts have been sanctioned, The appointment
will be made from the beginning of the next academic
session, : : : :
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatari—S3ir, the Minister has said
that some of the posts will be recruited first as stipen-

- : . . (4
dary posts, Is it a fact that about = 200 “stipendary

posts have already been cleared and teachers have
been appointed ?
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatari—What was the procedure
‘adopted in appointing these 200 teachers ?
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Sgs w1 (T )—e2 [REe @ franl s erte
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Shri Benoy Kumar . Basumatari—Sir, is it a fact that the Direc-
tor of Elementary Education appointed these 200 people
at his whims without processing their applications 7

QB #0301 (T )% 3 3@ wited SR s ke |

Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary—Sir, is it a fact that all these
200 teachers are lady teachers ?
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatari--Sir, does the hon’ble Minister
not think that the department will be doing injustice tg

the Bodo medium if only 300 posts are sanctioned
for Bodo medium in TSP areas ? TSP schools are loca-

ted in tribal areas, so does the Minister think he will
make justice to the Bodo medium’ if only 300 posts are
sanctioned for Bodo ‘medium ? The second point.
is, is not the Govgrnment aware that there are Seric;us
charges of corruption against appointment of these 200

lady teachers ?
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Mr., Speaker—When the Hon’ble Members are not satisfied
with the replies of the Minister, they should request
the Chair to keep the question pending. but they did
not do it and wanted to put a large number of supp-
lementaries but- T cannot allow more  than 12 supple-

mentaries.

Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary—Sir, let there be-a half an

hour discussion.

Mr. Speaker—No, no, I cannot be back,
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Re ;. Distribution of Ration

Shri Dileswar Tann asked ¢

* 176. Will the Mlmster, Food & C1v11 Supplies be pleased ;

to St?.te—— -
‘(a) Whether the Government is aware that the rations
like Atta and Rice etc. which are distributed through
the Falr Price Shops are not reaching the non-workers
‘population of the Tea Gardens in the - Dibrugarh
District ? '
(b) If so, the reasons thereof ?
Shri Tilok Gogoi ( Minister, Food & Civil Supplies ) re
176. (a) No such repbrt has been received by Government,

(b) Does not arise.

plied:
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Starred Qustions Nos 177 & 178 were not put mem-
bers being -absent,
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Re : Adult Eductation Centres and Non-formal Schools

Shri Mohammad Ali asked ¢

* 179. . Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a). , The number of Adult Education Centres functioning
in Assam at present ? i

(c) Whether both Adult Education Centres and Non-formal
Schools are f'unctionihg properly or exist physically 2

Shri Mukut Sarma (- Minister, Education ) replied :

179.. (a) 6689 as on 1st January, 1984,

(b) 5134 Centres as on 29th February, 1984.

(c) Yes. ;
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Re Appointmcnt of B. D. O.

Shri Hemﬂn Das asked :
# 180, Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to state—

" The number of B.D Os. appointed during the period
from 1st April 1983 te 31st December 1983 under Regu-
lation 3 of Assam Public Service Commission Regulation ?

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister Panchayat & C.D. ) replied .
180.. 11 number of B.D. Cs. were appointed under Regulation

s
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3(f) of the Assam Public Service Commission Regu-
* Jation and Limitation of Functions, 1951 during  1st
April 1983 to 31st December, 1983. : '
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Mr; Speaker—-I cannot allow to take the whole hour for

one question. Whether the Minister is in a posiiion
- to reply or not is to be ascertained. If you are not
~satisfied then you n‘fély stophere- but the Question Hour
cannot be taken away by one question only.
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Re : Erle Bridge

Shri Ketaki Prasad Dutta, asked :
# 182. . Will the Minister, P. W. D,, etc;, be pleased to state —
Is it a fact that the Elre Bridge at Karimganj Tow
is very risky to Vehicular Traffic ?

Smti: Syeda Anowara Taimur ( Minister, P. W, D; ) replied ¢

© 182.—Yes. /

AFCF| @Aln 76 —Srw Aziwy, 17 A R TeE NIE T3
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W v w7 5P ER A 2R |
IFes) | @ARw FE—dTEd <T% % &% 503 (N2 1
V ayfe witatatal oggg (wE) -2, Fie e e
: Re : Amount for NREP works
Shri Danes Ali asked : |
* 183. will tfhe Minister, Rural Development be pleased to

state —
(a) Whether it is a fact that the amount earmarked for

Barpeta District under DRDA for NREP works has

" not yet been placed at the disposal of the Deputy

Commissicner, Barpeta ?
- (b) If 80, the reason thereof ?

Shri Raghunath Pamegam ( Minister, Rural Development )
replied : ' 2

183, (a)—No, Sir.

(b)—Does not arise.
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M. Speakex—The Question Hour iS OVer. Now there are -
2 short notice questions, ‘Short Notice Questmn No; 2

Shri Purna Boro,
: 8

Undiqused Starped Question dated 29th March, 1984,
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Short Netice
Questions and Answers

Date : 29th March, 1984. .
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(s) Assam Scheduled Castes’ and Scheduled Tribes
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UNSTARRED

Questions and Answers

{ To which replies were lead on the table )
Date ¢ 29th March, 1934,
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Government Bill

" Shri Golok Rajbanshi (Mmzstel) Mr, Speakel Sir, I beg
leave to lntloduce the Assam  Agricultural University
( Amendment ) Bill, 1984, |

Mr Speakermls it. the pleasure of the House to grant
leave to introduce the Assam Agricultural University

¢
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( Amendment ) Bill, 1984 ¢ -
( Leave is granted )

Shri Golak Rajbanshi, ( Minister )—Shri, -1 beg to iﬁtr’oduce
the Assam Agricultura1 Uni\}ersity_ '( Amendment )
Bill, 1984. '

(Deputy Secretary, reéad out the title of the Bill )

Shri Keshab Chandra Gogoi, ( Minister )—MTr. Speaker Sir,
I beg to leave to introduce the Assam 'Land Revenue
Re-assessment ( Amendment ) Bill, 1984. :

Mr. Speaker —1Is it the p]easure of the House to grant leave

- to introduce the Assam Land Revenue Re-assessment
(Amendment) Bill, 1984 ?
( Leave is granted )

Shri Keshab Chandra Gogoi, ( Minister )—Sir, I beg to intro- :

duce the Assam Land Revenue Re-assessment (Amend-
ment ) Bill, 1984. y

( Deputy Secretary, read out the title of the Bxll)

Shri Keshab Chandra Gogoi. (M1mster) — Mr. Speaker Sir,
I beg leave to introduce the Assam Fixation of Ceiling
on Land Holdings ( Amendment ) Bill, 1984.

Mr. Speaker—-ls it the pleasure of the House to grant leave
to ‘introduce the Assam Fixation of Ceiling on Land
Holdings ( Amendment ) Bill, 1984 7

( Leave is granted )

Shri Keshab Bhandra Gogoi, ( Minister )—Sir, T beg to in-

troduce the Assam Fixation of Ceiling on Land Hol-

dings (Amendment ) Bill, 1984.

o

<
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( Deputy Secy. read out the title of the Bill )

Mr. Speaker— Now herc is a imessage from the Governor
which reads as-fallows — :
RAJ BHAVAN

Gauhati tha 27th February, 1984.
CRDER

Under the provision of Article 207 (3) of the Cons-
titution of Indiz, I, Prakash Mehrotra, Governor of
Assam,. recommend that the Assam State Industrial
Relief Undertaking ( provision )  Bill, 1984 be taken
for consideration by the Assam Legiélative Assembly, '

Sd. Prakash Mehrotra
Governor of Assam.

*Shiri Keskab ‘Chandra Gogoi, ( Minister )—Mr. Speaker Sir,
: I beg to move that Assam State Industrial Relief Un-
dertakings ( Special Provisions ) Bill, 1984 be taken into

v~ consideration. :
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The  industrial sector was slow- in ‘recovering from

the depressed performance in 1982-83 when industriaj
growth declined to 3'9% from the level of 8°6% in 198]-

82.. In the first eight months of 1983-84 the index of
industrial production registered a growth of 4:2% over
the same period of 1982-83, The manufacturing sector

has performed better .in -1983 84 than in the previous.

year with a growth rate of 3.4% in the period April-
November ccmpa1eu to 2.5% of tlspmvnous year but
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there was decceleration of mining and quarrying and
eleétricity. However, the performarice of the sectors
has Vshown a perceptable improvement in the more
recent months ,and the rate of growth of INdtsteal
production may be about 4.5% ' for the year 1933.84
as a whole. .
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In the statement of objc'cts and reasons™ “in order
to enable the State Government to revive and restart

these industrial undertakings and operate them effici-

-ently, and thereby provide employment to a large num-

ber of workers, it is essential that the State Gouvt,
should have suita%le powers to free the industrial unde-
takings for a short period from certain financial obli-
gations incurred in the past and to exempt from the

scope of certain labour laws.”
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Mr. Speaker—The Hon’ble Member will resine his speech
after lunchk break. The House now stands adjourned
till 2/30 p. m.

(After ;Lunch )
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Shri Bénoy Kr. Baéum-atary—Sir we have before usa Bill

that is to provide relief to industries. In clause -3 it
is stated “The State Government, may, if it is satisfied
that it is neéesszary or expedient so to do in the pub-
lic interest, with a view to enabling the continued
running or re-starting of State Industrial Undertaking
as a measure of  prevention of prov.ding relief agai-
nst unemployment”. The main issue of this Bill is un-
employment ; that means to continue the running of
an industry and that the people who are already em-
ployed by the Industries - which is proposed to be
taken over—the people who are serving there, may not

become unemployed. That is the main objective of

this Bill.. But, Sir, I have my persoral doubt whether
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it is enough to ensure only the employnnent aspect of

this Bill. Now, Sir, we know the situation abcu;, the indu
stries in Assam, It has been repeatedly pointed out
in thls House that Indusmes are mismanaged and for

~that, to some extent, even the Industries department

is responsible. Sir, it is quite a problcm to start an
industry in Assam, because,.as early as in 1972, when
I resigned my serv1ce ‘T bad also wanted to start an

,mdustry, but, Sir, at that time the Industries Dnectorq:e

was. at' Shillong. and I had to spend not less than

" Rs. 10,000/- to travel from home to Shillong, stay in

the hotel and sitting in the office of ‘the Director of
Industries. It -so happened that even to geta perm;t

we had to make 10 trips to: D, C., Superintendent of

Industries and then Directorate of Industries, Therefore,
Sir, to set up an industry in Assam is not a matter of
It involves a lot of trouble, patience and finance,

joke;
included in the

Later on,-in the last house, T was
enquiry committee for the Assam Glass Industry, pq

was discovered that there is a good link between the
corrﬁpt bfﬁce1~s .in the Directorate and the contractorg
and erectors of the glass industry. We found ‘that 5
half educated person from Calgutta was selected degi-
gner and as erector of the glass. industry. This map
was an employee of the Glass & Ceramic Research
Institute. The Committee found linkage of expert from
the Ceramic & Glass Institute and business tycoons of
Calcutta and the half-hearted officers of the Govt, of

T
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« Assam. « This industry -was then started and after a

\i.nt.er'mittant running, this industry was forced to close
‘ s {

down with I think a ‘loss between Rs. 2 crores to Rs.

10- croresi But nmow Sir, when I go home through the

bypass of the National *High way, Ufind that a Very

nice Glass Industry is installed named as Kamakhya
Glass Industry and] in fact, this Kamakhya Glass

Industry is involved in the destruction of the Assam
Glass Industry. Sir, If you go through the records of

.the  Assembly Enquiry Committee’s report,  you will

find, the Kamakhya Glass Industry wei§ very much
involved. - Now: Assam' Glass Industry i3 closed with
huge loss and-its people unemployed. Then Sir, todav
If you -go and see the Karakhya Glass ‘In.dustl'y 1s
umnmg smoothly. Why “a joint - sector “undertaking

whose patron wasnonetheless the Govt. of Assam failed.

How an individual industrialist is-successful in ranning
the same industry which could not be run by the G0vt

of Assam as joint partner ? Therefore, Sir, it is" not

sufficient ,that for the sake of preventing unemployment

only this industry should be taken  over. 'If. we do

that, it means, we are taking the public fund of the
Statq for wastage; Now Sir, we ‘have heard similarly
the condition 7of the Assam Hardboard Industry, Ashok
Paper Mill and other industries. Sir, what are the
reasons for closure of Ashok Paper Mill., I do not know
how the Govt.can act. only with a view t» prevent
the unemployment ? The sensible thinking would be
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that before these industries are taken over, some sort
of enquiry not only by the Industries department but
also by the Assembly Committees should be done, Now
if we restart the Ashok Paper Mill, we know that
the.se machines were priVately owned and also owned
by the Govt of Bihar. The Project Report of Bihar
Govt. discouraged installation of the Paper Mill and
our Govt. the then Govt. and the officers at that time
fell to the temptation offered by the Govt. o= Biliar
and those who owned those machines:. Now Sir, when

the Govt. is-going to take over this Mill, then what
will be the balance sheet that willl be presented 1o

the people and before this House. Are you just going
to allow to take over all industries on the ‘plea
of preventing ‘unemployment only ? If ‘that is t{he
prime objective of Bill, T feel, it will be better to grang

unemployment -allowance to the people who are oyt

of job from these industries, In that event, we will

have to meet only the expenses and allowances of the
unemplOyed' people. When we take over, we not only
pay salaries to the people who are unemployed, we
will have to employ additional resources to maintajn
the industry which is losing to modernise the industry
and also to show to the people that we are running
this preperly. Therefore, Sir, I feel that by this Bill
the Govt, is going to become committed to run indu-
stries which have no future and which cannot be re-
juvenated or which cannot be restarted, For instance,
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b :
Assam Hardb'oard Industry has been "closed down and
it 4s more than 10 years now. All the macfhinery have
been rusted because no maintenance has heen carried
out: Therefdre, Sir. it will be better for the Govt.
to bring in another amendment in future so that these
dead industry like Assam Hardboard when taken over
should be restarted with new machineries; otherwise', the
repairing cost will be more than the new machinery,
Sir, these are some of the points. While this bill is
passed, we should remember thét the people of the
State should not be‘invo]yed in such wastage. There-
fore,. Sir, even if this bill is passed, I will request the
Govt, that they should be very careful in selecting
the industries which are meant for taking over, We

" must try to find out which industries can be revived,

If the maéhinery_c:ornplements of these industries are
damaged to the extent of 50%, such industries should
never be-taken over. Instead, the unemployed people
should be. given -allowance: [If it is possible, Govt,

should provide new machinery for these industries,

The whole set up’should be changed. Then only, there
is some hope" of recovering the investment that is to
be carried out by the Govt. Therefore, Sir, with these

few words, T criticise the main object of this bill;

Thank you.

AN (OF ~ TGN oRraTI NZIRE, ST Soiel A5Y Y FILE
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Whereas it is expedient to take steps to enable

the State Government to make special provisions for

a limited period in respect cf industrial relations, finan-
cial obligations and ‘other 1'ke matters in relation to
:ndustrial undertakings the runnisg of which is con

sidered as a measure of prevention or providing relief

against unemployment, 5 (% < warage wRI—in some,

Cases the State Govi, have, advanced loans to these
undertakings or guaranteed the loans given by banks
to such undertakings. In order to enable the' State
Government t0 revive and restart these industrial undei-
takings and operate tHem efficiently and thereby pro-
vide employment tu 2 large number of workers, it is
essential that the State Govt. should have suitable
powers to free the ind: strial undertakings for a short
period from certain financial obligations incurred in
the past and to exempt from the scope of certain
labour laws. The Bill provides for such powers being
vested in the State Govt. 59319 Ft T AT =il
Industrial Undertaking means an industrial undertaking
which is started or which or the management of which
is under any law or agreement acquired or otherwise
taken over by the State Govt, or by a Govt. Company

-
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and is run or propesed to be run by or under the
authority of the State Government or a Govt, Company,
to which anvy- loan, ad_v.ance.__ or grant has been given
or in respect of any loan whereof a guarantee has
been given by the State Govt. or a Government

- g

Company.
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. Speaker— Now I put the main mot:on The motion

" s that the Assam State Industrial Relief Undertakings

( Special provisions )  Bill, 1984 be taken into consi-

deration.
| ( The motion is adopted ).
Now, Item No: 7 (b). There is no amendment, So,
I put the motion that the ciauses (II) to (IX) and the
schedule of the bill do forni part of the Bill.
The Clauses (H) to (IX) and the schedule f01m

- part of the bill.

Now, I put Clause (I), preamble, enaéting formula

and short title of the bill.

B
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Clause (I). preamble enacting formula and short title |
of the bill do form part of the bill.

Clause (I), preamble, enacting formula and short
title form part of the bill, |

Now, Item No. 7 (C).

" Shri Keshab Chandra Gogoi ( Minister)—Sir, I beg to, move

. that the Assam State Industrial Relief Undertakings |
( Special provisions ) Bill, 1984, be passed.

Mr. Speaker—Now, I put 'the motion before the Ui—Iouse
that the Assam S‘tate Industrial Rel ef Undenakmﬁb

( Special provxsmns )-Bill 1984, be passed.

( The motion is passed The bill is passed )
Now Item No. 8 (a).

Shri Rameswar Dhanowar ( Minister }—Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund ( And

Pension Fund ) Scheme ( Amendment ) Blll 1984, bej
taken into consideration, / s

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary—Sir, this is again a bill

which says that certain amendments’ of the existing
sections and insertion of certain new sections are nece-
ssary for providing life insurance coverageto the lives
.Of the employees of the tea estates in Assam. Sir‘
.this isa new trend which we must congratulate the

Govt, Sir, the conditions of the labourers in the Tea
Estates are af present ‘so bad that not only this insu-

rance scheme will improve their conditions,, they should
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also be given some other benecfits and encouragements.

so that they can pursue their normal methods of
livelihood. Sir, why is it necessary to provide life
insurance coverage to the lives of the employees of
the Tea Estatesy If one goes to the Tea gafdens, then
one will see ‘that in the Tea Estates there are ‘innum-

~erable trees and just. near these trees dangerous snakes

are found and these snakes bite these people when

they are working. Sir, T have seen with my own eyes

how- these dangerous snakes take their lives %fery'
' frequently.  Of course, Sir, some of the labourers

consume the snakes, They have certain devices and

methods also to catch these snakes. But even then

" these snakes take many of their lives. Secondly, Sir,

there are lot of illicit distilleries and bars in the Tea
Estates and the labourers are very much addicted to
liguors, Sir, why are they addicted " to liquors: and

why do they.'spend their entire earnings in it ¢ There .
\

are reasons for that and everybody knows that these
labourers are to work very hard right from the early
morning  till sundown.  Actually, Sir, they. _start their
work from 6.a.m. in the morning; We find that they
get. up from bed right at 4 a, m. and start their work
as early as possible because the system of payment
is such that the amount of work they will do, the
amount of payment will be made accordingly. There-
fore, Sir, they have to work hatd and as a result of
that they go to the illicit bars for relaxation, They

=
¥
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oet tired after a days.hard work and therefore they
. want to take liguors, Throughout the year they are
to work —during ‘summer’ they are to go in for p}antm(T
and then plucking and during _wm\ter they work in
pr.uning tea-bushes. So, Sir, the liquors tea away their
lives; Many of the iabourers become the . victims of
various descases—their lever and spleen get damaced
and ult‘mately they cannot survive.. This is'the position.
.Therefore, Sir, they should be given ' mors beneﬁtS.
Sii‘, tea garden managements never think for their wel-
fare, though they are earning profits. As you know,
Sir, the.tea industry .in our country- is ~the = highest
‘foreign exchange earner; Though Keneya and Celyon
‘are also producing tea but .the quality of our tea ig
bet.ter_ and its demand in the world market is very
high. There is another important aspect, Sir, and I
Iwould liké to inform the House that in the manage-
ment not a single educated labour children is provided. |
Even, we find that in the clerical staffs also they are |
not provided. In the Clerical staffs also they go in |
for recruiting people from other communities of high
class people or sometimes from outside the State. They
are never selected in the management cadres. Sir, the
next step ‘for the, Government will be that the employ-
ment facility in the tea. gardens for the children of
the tea garden labourers. will also be ensured by the
Government. This is good and first step that has been
taken. I think the participants in the Government
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side, friends from the tea gl'oup will ensure that their

children are protected in every aspect of their lives and

 with these word, I commend this beginning but Isay

that this is not enough.

Shri Silvius Condpan — Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to express my

gratitude to the Ministry headed by Mr. Saikia and to
the Ministry of Labour in particular for coming up
with ‘this Amendment Bill in favour of the tea garden
labourers; It has really given me a great relief to find
that our. Minister, Labour has come up with this
Amendment Bill. “ As my friend, Mr. Basumatary has

made his submission that this tea garden workers have

great and many problems, While many many and mani-
fold problems cannot be solved at a time, the very

: step taken by the Government mdlcates and says that

they have Qot all sincere desire to do somethmg for
the welfare * of the tea workers. I would like to repeat
what my friend; Mr, Basumatary has said that it will go
to ensure’ the welfare measures (to the ‘tea . workers,
But T would have been still very happy and more
and more grateful to the Government and to the Minj-
ster of Labour if they could have come up Wwith a

Bill that would also protect the employment, security .

and other things of the children of the tea workers,
Sir, they have built up this big industry of our country
and the renowned industry in the world ; but their
children when they are educated they have 1o provi-
sion to’ get small white colar jobs in the tea gardens,

4
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not 'to speak, of executwe jobs. Mv friend, the Mini-
ster, - Labour —he knows better “than me because I do
nét claim: -that I know better than him, It is  only

‘to express the feeling of the people, I request him

that next time he will come up with a new Bill regar-
ding the educated children for their employment in

7 the gardens. Sir, you know that this Assam Plantation

Labour ‘Act is in force for the tea workers, and this

" Act—of course, the Labour Minister also  knows, that

this is a Central -Act. This is a very _old Act which
was enacted at the time, the circumstances of ' which
was is very much different from what it is today.
Taking advantage of the opportunity of the generos1ty
of the Government and the Labour Ministry, parti-
cularly in Assam I would like to suggest that _they
will take up with the appropriate authority for an
overall amendment and make a proposal to the Central:

Government' so far as the Plantation Labour: Act is

concerned. This Act is absolutely outdated. Although
the Government has got the sincere ‘desire and inten-
tion to profect_ the interest of the tea workers thro;lgh
the pr'ov‘isi‘o'ns of this Act they will not be able to do

it because this Act was framed some 35 years back,

“and today, Sir, you will definitely agree with me that

everything has changed in the tea gardens: So, I would
'request the Government through you to take up more
strongly and plead very forcefully before the Central
Government to bring in overall amendment 111 the
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Piantation Labour Act. With these words, I express
my gratitude to the Government and support this Bill.
, 7
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2 of the Act for the time. being payable as the State
Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,
~specify.” _ '
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sideration,

xe G wEEEAy @R SR T saatata - faf

o wTE ARE AT =i G305 AT AR 2T IR

aira tafrel (@ @@ wigz fAf4E HIFI gray, gzl fatg =i
foy afe (glz @ AT AR azm famtate, (e&EHiE -
% tp egz «3ffa gy Foig 7. «2 faEads wrifag @ail
vers | 294 WiE ezFmm ensIgw 3@ A e ARy
bers | BATEAIT Aty 45! Gre AT ¢one WA eife 2@7—
Bras s x_§‘1 OFA WF2 ..w;fts m1Eie Pivs WigEEE ¥
Tty w25 (Al fapR spE, @B srgfael g7 RIA
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orieta @ el giew begdt | BEiE WL SN EB] w5
faxt (2f3A, wiAty e @8 fEeiy wEls SR CF f'm
Bfael 7if%R | SR @%Te 2 [2EIT i etz | (234
IR BI& MBATE iy Fatiel <fIq FIA AT e
it SO %51 Rl wptea wfRE oAdl WAL SR QRS
cvwlﬁh syl ares fia sql w9 BEAL® S ”ﬂfﬁfi‘i“ i
fret | RN W A@E 43 AT 7 117 $IALIT IR 93
mﬂaﬁ%‘ﬁ"ﬂﬁ e3Fq via] ¥jaiw GAtErE \ | e
'Spéake.tw——! now put before the Ho s» that the Assam
Tea:'"fl’]antutiém Provident Fund'( And 'Penl‘siolh Fm‘.f; )
Scheme (Amendmei.i; Rill, 1984 be taken into con-

> The Metibu,is passed ! :
 ‘There is no amendirient! 0. the Bill; “80 put tha
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Clauses 2-13 do form part of the Bill,
Clauses 2 to 13 formed part of the B‘il‘l,

Now I put Clauses 1, preamble, enacting formula

-and short -title of the Bill. Clause 1, preamble, ena-

cting f'ormula and the short title do form part of

the Bill.

Clause 1; preamble, enacting formula and the short
title formed part of the Bill. :

Shri Rameswar Dhanowar, ( Minister )— Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Tea Plantations Prov1dent Fund (And-

Pension ‘Fund ) Scheme ( Amendment ) B111 1984 be
passed

1

Mr. Speaker—1 put before the House that the Assam Tea
Plantation Provident Fufd: ( And Pension Fund ) Scheme
( Amendment ) Bill, 1984 be passed.-

The Motion is passeal

Now the next item there is a messége flOIIl the

.

Governor which reads as follows.

RAJ BHAVAN
Gauhati the 17th February,‘-"19'84.

Under the provision “of Article 207 (3). of the-Con-
stitution of India, I, Prakash Mehrotra Governor of

" Assam, : lecommelﬁmﬁtha@‘?thﬁflndlan Stamp ( Assam Ame-

. ‘ndment ). Bill, 1984 “be wken.up for: pomgderat1011 by

pE—.

PRy e
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the Assam Legislative Assembly.

Sd . Prakash Mehrotra

Governor of Assam;

Shri G-C. Langthasa, ( Minister ) - Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg

to move that the Indian Stamp ( Assam Amendment )
Bill, 1984 be taken into consideration,

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary—This is a bill which is

{a)

(b)

supposed to bring in additional revenue of Rs. 100
lakhs in the State Exchequer and we find in the state-
ment of objects and rea'Srms that the Planning Commi-
ssion observed during 1976-77 that the rates of-_Stamp
duty in Assam is much lower than in several othef
States and suggested revision of the rates upward.
Since the rates have not been revised for over 10 years,
it is proposed to increase the Stamp duty on different
mstruments by 50%. Now, Sir, here in the Bill, there

- are various lists which specify .the amount of increase;

At page 21, clause 39-Memorandum of Association of
a Company—

If accompanied by Articles of Rs, 99/-
Association under Sec 26 of the
Compariies Act, 1956

If not so accompanied —

Where the nominal share capital Rs: 247/-

does not exceed one lakhs of
rupees,
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(c) Where the nominal share . capital Rs. 412°50

exceeds one lakh of rupees.

Sir, what are these Companies registered under

the Comp'anie{; Act 3. Today, a company which has a

share capital of 20 lakhs or even Rs. 2 crores is a

small Company. Now, Sir, if we allow a Company o

such dimension 1o be registered only with Rs. 99,

Rs. 247 or Rs. 400, it is an unjustice. These companies

earn crores of rupees, lakhs of rupees and if not thou-
cands of rupees. Sir, I do not know what is the pur-
pose of having such 2 low amount of stamp duty for
such big companies registered under the Companies
Act 1956, T think a company of -such dimension
should not be allowed to’be registered for less- than
3000/4000 rupees. I do not want to lengthen the obser-
vation, T would request that the Govt. should come
forward not only to increase the stamp duty on diffe-
rent instruments by 50%, but also to increase by 2/3
hundred percent. The stamp duty indicated here jg
absolutely pominal and it does not mean any profit fqo;
G ovi = But:Sir,theresdic other aspects, such as, where
po ‘
be given some consideration, they should be alloweg
to register free of cost. Sir, this Govt. 'is  supposed
to accept the socialistic pattern This is one of the
instances where they could prove that poor ' people
have some facilities in the State, But we find that
everybody is required to- pay stamp duty. I, therefore,

or people are (o register some Deeds, they shoulq’

L s

TR
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. wish to say that those -people wio earn 3/6 -thousands
of rupees a . year,  their registration: fees should be

accounted -as welfare measure. Those people who earn
thousands of rupees as profit every year, they should

be taxed.. With this observation, -I- conclude my
speech. :

# Shri G. G, Langtha_sa, ( Minister ) — Mt Speaker,{Sir, the

points raised. by Shri Basumatary will be taken into
consideration 4n ‘course of time. The’ bill presented
today is long pending. I would now like to read out

~'the ideas for bringing this Stamp Duty Bill.

The Indian Stamp ((Assam Amendment ) Bill, 1984
seeks to revise the rates of Stamp Duty as laid down

inSchedule 1 to the principal Act viz.  The Indian -
Stamp Act, 1899 which is a- Central Act,

~ The Schedule was last revised in i971' by the Indian

‘Stamp ( Assam Amendmeht') Act, 1970. -

By virtue of entIy 63 of the State list contamed
in the 7th Schedule to the Constitution of Indla the
State Govt 1S, empowered to amend the rates of Stamp
Duty in respect of documents other than those speci-
fied in the provision of list I ( Entry 91 of the Union
List ) with regard to rates of Stamp Duty.

The per cap1td incidence of Stamp Duty in Assam
is much lower than several other states. The Planning
Commission observed ™ during 1976-77 that exploitation

Speech not Corrected,
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of this source of revenue has been inadequate and
suggested upward revision of the rates.
At the current rates the revenue from Stamp Duty

s as follows :

197879 ... Rs. 2.40 crores.
3 1979-80 ... Rs, 2,32 crores.
' 1980-81 4 Rsi#295crores.

1981-82 S Rs 3.08 crores,

1982-83 .. RS: 3.03 crores.

Since the rates have not been revised for over 10
(ten ) years, it is proposed to increase the Stamp Duty
by 50%. This measure is likely to yield an additional
revenue of rupees one Crore, per annum. :

‘ This is non postal Stamp Duty and has no rela-
tionship with Court Fee.

The Amendment is 'sought to be made in respect

wof the rates of Stamp Duty per'taining to Item No. 1-10,
12, 15-20, 22-26, 28,29, 31-36, 38-46, 50-51, 54-61 and
63-65 ( 52 items) of the Schedule I of the Act II of
1899 ( Principal Act ). [

The entire revenue minus the' manufacturmg cost
of Stamp ( about 59 of the value of the Stamp)wlu

go to the State Exchequer.

Mr., Speaker —Now I put the Motion before the august -

House that the Indian Stamp ( Assam Amendment ) Bill,

1984 be taken into consideration,
The Motion is passed,

Now Item No:. 9 (b). There is no amendment,

fz}‘ l"""‘ -

G - -
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Clause 2¢include the Schédule 1 does form part of
the Bill.

" The Clause 2 including the Schedule 1 form part
of the Bill..

T now put Clause 1, preamble, enacting formula
and short title _of“the Bill. Clause 1, preamble, enac- _
ting formula and the short title do form part of the.
Bill. : ; 5

The Clause 1, preamble, enacting formula and the
short title form part of the Bill.

Now Ttem No. 9 (c): Shri G.C. Langthasa Minister to
move,.

Shri G. C. Langthasa ( Minister )— Mr.. Speaker Sir, I beg
to move ‘that the Indian Stamp ( Assam Amendment )
Bill 1984, be passed. : :

© Mr. Speaker—I put the Motion before the House that Indian

& Stamp (Assam Amendment ) Bill, 1984 be passed.
+ . L : :
‘7 The Motion is passed, the Bill is passed.

NG%W Item No. 10 (a).
Transport ) to move, :
Shri Jaganpath Sinha ( Minister,

Shri Janannath Sinha ( Minister,

Transport )—Mr, Speaker

«  Sir, T beg to move that the Assam State Transport

Corporation (Prevention of Unauthorised Travel) (Amend-
ment) Bill 1984 be taken into consideration,

CIRER csaﬂ;*m:?m IR AR, 7 @@ Ko Reaidiol w) |
feoremg fratdtel g ¥ IR @ afentl wifre Bas
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Shri Md. Umaruddin—Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not that my
intention to oppose the Bill. The Bill is one of the

measures by which ticketless travel is sought to be
stopped and loss of revenue prevented. But so far I
do not know whether ticketless travel is punishable

under the law and the cases triable by jLidicial magi-

strates, But is it the only reason for which the Trans- |

post Corporation Jy JUnHine at a loss ? Who is responsibl_e

-

-
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for ity Is it due to less traffic or higher estal:?hshment
-charge.? This is one of the questions that I have beep
. repeating time and again because I have observ-ed for th.e
last ten or twelve years or since the installation of thig
Cc')-rporation that it is running at a loss and the total losg

. is estimated at Rs, 6 crores in 1980-81 against the tota]

capital investment of Rs. 12 crores. I de not kqow the
position 'of 1981-82, 1982-83 but [I'believe the loss must

have crossed Rs. 10 crores limit, Ihope the Minister

will confirm it or deny it w_hefher it is a fact. Instead.
of giving revenue, in public- sector it seems we are only
encouraging corruption through these institutions. We
must take a serious view of it Therefore, I as the
Chairman of the Estimate Committee, many years ago
suggested that there must bea étudy over the yearg
against each service, each bus say from Gauhati to
Dhubri, Gauhati to Dibrugarh and for certain minimum

income the conductor and the driver must be held respon-

sible. They must put in a minimum amount of money

and if they cannot they must be held responsible. How
the checker is getting rich, how the driver is getting
rich nobody bothers about i, Where is the money

Now, this is a serious matter that out of
i.e.’public money,

going ?
public exchequer
Private persons are getting rich., There-
fore, T would Suggest to the hon’ble Minister,
that he will have to set up a committee to

whole thing in depth to find out what are the reasons,
why the buses are not attractive, why sustain

Transport
study the

ed loss is
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there. Another thing, Sir, the stations-are in a horrible

. condition —there is no proper bathroom, no- urinal and

no waiting room for the ladies to sit in. -Why the waiting
rooms .are in. shabby: conditions for years together ?
You will feel sick if you go to a bathroom or urinal,
it is full of stench; no pheny.le is spread and it is
very -badly maintained, - You have to put your hand-
k_erch,ief on your nl'louth. I am not criticising but telling
the Minister that his transport organisation is in-a dan
gerous state, in serious state and requires urgent atten-

" tion of Government. I would request the Chief Minister

Dated, Dispur _
The 29th March, 1984

to look  into it to find out the means to improve the

situation.
' Thank you Sir.

. Speaker—The House stands adjourned till 9 A.M,
_tomorrow, Friday, the 30th-March, 1984,

ADJOURNMENT

The House there rose at 5 p. m. and stood adjourned-

till' 9 a. m. on Friday. the 30th March, 1984.

Shri P; D: Barua
Secretaty,
Assam Legislative Assembly,

\
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