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Chamber, Dispur with Mr. Speaker

T Starred Question No 53 was not puf Member being

ES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
1984
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Clock in the Assembly
in the Chair.

DEBAT

The House met at ten of the
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
absent
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2 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 15th March

below low water level at 20 mtr, interval—17 Nos. from
Ch. 450 mtr. to 850 mtr upstream aid 17 Nos. from ch. 1000
to 1300 mtr. in downstream.

Length of protection 550 mtr.

" Re : Erosion of Pohumara River

Shri Amir Hamcha Talukdar, asked s
%55, Will the Minister, Flood Control be pleased to state—
(a) -Whether the Goyernment is aware that the ecrosion of
Pohumara river under Barpeta District greatly affected ‘the
homestead and agricultural Land lying'in between Ata L. L.
Scheme and Moricha Village ?
(b) The length of that river in between ‘the Ata L. I. S.
and Moricha Village ?
 (¢) Whether the Government have-any Scheme to protect
 the area from erosion of the river in this financial year ?

Shri Ranandra Narayan Basumatary (Minister, Flood Control)

replied :

(a)—Yes.

(b)—Approximately 6.00 Km.

(c)—No.
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Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Sir, the"oldest and largest
leprosey rehabilitation centre Wwas opened by Christian
Missionaties at Jorhat at a place called Borbheta. What is
the amount of Government help to this institution ?
Sgfieg 761 (atgrd@ ) 3 53 @30 939 (A I A

Starred Question No. 57 was not put Member
being absent

Re : Destitute Pénsion
Shri Flemen Das asked :
*58. will the Ministér, Social Welfare be pleaseéd to state—
The numbetr of peisons given Destituté pension fill January
1984 7
( District-wise figure may be given ).
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Shri Dipak Moormoo, ( Minister, Social Welfare ) replied :
The number of oldage pensions sanctioned upto 3lst

January 1984 is 12950.
( District-wise and Sub-division wise figures are placed

on the table of the House ).
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Re : Electrification of villages under chenga
Constituency

Shri Danes Ali asked :

%59, Will the Ministe, Power be pleased to state—

(a) The number of villages under Chenga Constituency of
the Barpeta District electrified during the financial year
1983-84 3

(b) What are those villages ?

(c) Whether the Government has any proposal to provide
electricity to the village Bagodi under Nagaon Mauza of

Barpeta District ?

Shri A. M. Mazumdar ({Minister, Power ) replied s
(a)—Nil .

(b)—Does not arise.

(c)—There is no such proposal during 1983-84.

Shri Danes Ali ;: Sir, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased

-to answer why this discrimination because there is not a
single village electrified within the Chenga [constituency this
year. Why this regional imbalance ?

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar ( Minister, Power ) : Sir, the

=
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discrimination that was there is sought to be removed now
and we will be covering this area in the coming years.
Shri Danes Ali : Sir, in reply to Ouestion (c) the Hon’ble
Minister said that there is no proposal to provide electricity
to the village Bagodi under Nagaon Mauza of Barpeta
District. Will the Minister be pleased to take up this
village for electrification immediately ?

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar ( Minister, Power ) : Sir, that
was the position in 1983-84 but as I have alfeady said this
is likely to be taken up in 84-85.

Shri Danes Ali : Will the Hon’ble Minister assure that this
village will be taken up in the next year ?

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazamdar (Minister, Power) : Sir, I
will make all efforts to include it in this year’s programmc.
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Re : Annual Ceneral Meeting of Statfed

Shri Kiron Bora asked :

*61. Will the Minister; Co-operation be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Annual General Megtings 6f the STATFED
for the years 1980-81, 1981-82; 1982-83 wete held 9

(b)  Whether it is a fact that one Mahag-ihg Director of
the STATFED \isited some foréign countries without the
approval of the Board and the Governnient ?

(c) TIf so, under whose authourity he visited the foreigit
countries ? :
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(d) Which are the foreign countries the officer visited and

fcr what purpose ?
(&0 What is the total amount incurred for the visit ?

Skri Tilok Gogoi (Minister, Co-operation) replied :
(a)—No.

‘(by No. The Manzging Director of the STATFED went

abrord with the permission of the State Government.
(c)—Does not arise in view of reply to (b) above.

(d)—The officer visited London, Geneva and Turkéy for the
purpose of exploring possibility of importing lentils to Assam.
(e)—Total amount involved Rs. 29819.23 inclusive of Five
Hundred Nineteen U.S. Dollars.
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Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Sir, under which Act the
Statfed is registered ? Is it under Indian Companies Act
or Partnership Act ?'

Shri Tilok Gogoi (Minister) : The Assam State Co-opeia-
tive Marketing and Consumers’ Federation Ltd. (Statfed)
came into being on August,9, 1975 on re-organisation of
erstwhile Assam Co-operative Apex Marketing Society Ltd
registered on January 23, 1957. The Bye-laws of the Statfed
have been approved by the Government of Assam vide

notification No. Coop.331/74/60, date 9.8.75. (voices : under
which dct?) Under the Co-operative Act.

syl

il
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Shri Binoy Kumar Basumateri : I am fully aware -Sir,
Musur Dal is not produced in Europe (Shri Jagannath}S‘j‘hha 2
it is' produced in Turkey). Sir, someone is of the'habit of

interfering. Will the Minister tell us whether Musur Dal
1s produced in Europe ?

Bfeas 0o (=) ¢ 0 @ AwAl @wo 27 |
Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Is the Minister aware of
the climatic condition of Geneva and whether Musur L al

- is' produced in temperate: zone or in cold climate:?
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Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari ; Sir, Musur Dal is never
produced in Geneva which is absolutely ina coll climate
zone. :
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AT YT ¢ AT BAEEAE  cagig =gz You are  so desi-
reous (to Shri Mathura Deka) to put supplementaries.

There are other members too, They should be given chance
to put supplementary.
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Re : Research Projectsin Agricultural Science

Shri Joynal Abedin asked $
£62. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(@) The number of research projects in Agricultural science -

in operation under the Assam Agriculture University ?

(b) The names of sponsoring agencies of these projects
and the number of projects sponsored by each agency ?

(c) The location of such projects ?
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(d) TIs there any such projects in Dhubri District ?
Shri Golok Raijbanshi (Minister, Agriculture) replied s

(a)—61.

(b)—Sponsoring Agent No. of projects

[. State Government 20

2. Assam Agricultural University 1

3. India Council of Agricultural 35

Research: (ICAR)

4. Government of India (GOI) 3

5. North Eastern Council 2
Total 61

(c)—

1. Rice Research Station, Titabar.

2. Rice Experimental Station, Karimganj.

3. Rice Research Sub-Station, Raha.

4, Central Research Station, Jorhat.

5. Regional Agricultural Research Station, Shillongani.

6. Sugarcane Research Station, Buralikson.

7. Citrus Research Station, Tinsukia.

8. Horticultural Research Station, Kahikuchi.

9. Coconut Research Sub-Station, Kharua.

1. Regional Agricultural Research Station, Diphu.

11. Regional Agricultural Research Station, North Lakhimpur.
12. Regional Agricultural Research Station, Gossaigaon.

13. Livestock Research Station. Mandira.

(d»—No.

Shri Joynal Abedin : Mr. Speaker Sir, as you know, the
agriculture is the main profession of Dhubri Distriet. I
want to know why this disparity that not a single project
has been taken wup in Dhubri District.
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Shri Joynal Abedin : Wwill this project serve the purpose of
Dhubri District, and whether there is any proposal for
establishment of project for Dhubri District ?

Shri Golok Rajbangshi ( Minister ) : No.
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VOTING ON DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
Mr, Speaker:s Now item No 2 grant No 55 Shri Zahirul
Islam, Minister, Irrigation to move.
Shri Zahirul Islam, (Minister) 8 ‘Mr. Speaker, Sir, on
the recommendation of the Governor of Assam I beg to
move that a sum of Rs. 58,47,02,000, be "granted to ‘the
Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the year “ending the 31st
March, 1985 for the administration of “ Trrigation”.
Mr. Speaker ¢ There is no cut motion. So T put the
grant that a sum of Rs. 58,47,02,000, be granted to the
Minister in-charge to defray the charges which 'will "come
in course of payment R ya sk it B
March, 1985 for the ‘the administration of ¢ Irrigation”.

The gfant is passed
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Now grant No: 12, Shri Rameswar Dhanwar, Migister,
Labour & Employment to move, I8l
Shri Rameswar Dhanowar, (Minister) Sir, on the recom-
mendation of the Governor of Assam I beg to move that
a sum of Rs. 9,35,000/- be granted to tne Minister in-charge | '
to defray the charges which will come in course of pay--
ment during the year ending the 3lst March, 1985 for the
administration of ‘¢ Electrical Inspectorate”,

Mr. Speaker : There is no cut motisn. So I put the grant
that a sum of Rs. 9,35000/-be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to ~defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during ths year ending the 3lst March, 1985
for the administration of “Elcctrical Iaspectorate.

The grant is passed.
Nwo grant No. 40, Shri Rameswar Dhanowar, Miaister,
Labour ‘& Employment to move.
Shri Rameswar Dhanowar, (Minister) : Sir, on the recom-
mendation of ithe Governor of Assam, I beg .to move that
a sum ‘of Rs. 4, 28,12,000/- be éranted to the Minister In-
charge to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending the 31st March, 1985
for ‘the administration of *Labour aad Employment.”’
Mr. ‘Speaker 3 “On this Grant:there is a Cut.Motioa tabied
by Shri'Hemen Das and Shri ‘Purna Boro. Shri  Hemen
Das to move his Cut Mcuon.
4Shri Hemen Das ¢ Sir, I beg to move that the total provision
of Rs. 4,28,12,000/- under Grant No. 40 1in respect of
«Labour *& Employment”, at pages 6-35 of Volume Il Part
111 ‘of the ‘Budget be reduced; to Rs. 1/-ie., the amount

e e

#«Speech pot corrected
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of the whole grant of Rs. 4,28,12,000/-do stand reduced to
Re.l/-.
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, I rise to support the
cut motion moved by Shri Das and Shri Boro, 1 just wish
to say that there is no minimum moathly wages Act or
government has not incorporated in the Labour Bill for
industries where there are trade unions that there should
be monthly salary in all the industrial units where trade

unions are functioning. That is one point. The second
point is I happen to be the Chairman of the Trade Union

of Assam Cotton Mills, Chariduar, = Sir, this Mill was est-
ablished on the explicit argument that for the development
of the tribal areas this Mill was established in a tribal area
by dereserving Charduar Reserve Forest, and nobedy
came except Mr. Birla to start the industry there. No
monthly salary is paid to the labourers here, The third
point is labourers had observed May Day. As against the
instruction by the State Government, no salary was paid to
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the labourers of this trade union or to the labourer of the
Assam Cotton Mills, Charduar on the May Day. The
Government declared holiday for the may Day (Ist May)
and the Government also declared that the laboureers or
the trade upions must be paid full salary for the labour day
i.e;, May Day. The fourth point is the holidays puja
holidays, national holidays like Bihu or religious holidays
like Christmas have been very much restricted to the trade
unions or industrial units. This is discriminating for the
labourers and it means that they are not fit to enjoy full
liberty in the national festivals ‘or during puja. There is
certain discrimination and they are not allowed to enjoy

religious festivals.
The next poiat is - Bonus; there is a general instr-

uction that minimum bonus is to be 8.33), and _the maxi-
mum is 20%. But almost everyone sticks to the minimum
bonus payable which can be awarded. Out of 100 cases,
90%, of them ;stick to grant bonus of 8.33%. As pointed
oul by Shri Das, in the tea industry where there is huge
profit, they can easily exceed the minimum bonus livit
and increase the amouat of bonus and pay atleast 15%, if
not 20% of bonus as per laws. So, there should be instru-
ctions from the government side that the bonus should be
in relation to or in ratio to the proportion of profit.
The industrialists should not be allowed to go scot free
just by declaring the minimum bonus. The amount should
be or the ratio should be in proportion to profit and on
this of the state basis the bonus should be declared by the
Industrial units. The last point is about employment; for
registering in the Employment Exchange, the tribal candida-

Zy
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tes are not allowed to register themselves unless they pay
money. On the floor of this House I have repeatedlyv
said that this sort of discrimination must be ended immedi-
ately.
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Shri Dileswar Tanti : Sir, I beg to speak in support of the

demand for grants placed by our honourable Minister for
Labour and at the same time I oppose the cut motion tabled

by the hon.membezrs of the opposition bench. Sir, the de-
mand for grants is of the tune of Rs. 4,28,12,000 been
demanded by the Minister is to be voted by this House
because we are te help the agriculturists and labourers
who are the back bone of our Nation as without the
agriculturists, farmers and “labourers we cannot think of the
betterment of the Nation. The welfare and betterment
of the labour class in the major task before our Govt. A
govt. which aims at establishing a welfare state or a soci-
alistic pattern of society is to do this work first. Of course
there are many defects and many lacunas in various labour
laws for which it has not been possible even after 30 years
of attainment of independence to imporve the lot of the
workers of the State and the country, to the extent it should
have been. First ol all, I would like bring to the notice
of the Govt. througk you Sir, regarding lacunas that are
prevailing in the Planfation Labour Act. As you know
Sir, the Plantation [atour Act was enacted in 1951 and the
rules were framed in 1956 are having some defects. In the
Plantation Labour Act it has been said that in a Plantation
State having permanant labour force to the extent of 1750
persons, one doctor is to be provided. In this Act itself
it has been said again that a pharmacist is to be provided
in a Division, Taking advantage of this lacuna the Tea Es-

i

).

&



L

198¢ ] VOTING ON DEMANDS FOR GRANTS B

tates were divided into Divisions inorder to -avoid the legal
obligation of appointment of a Doctor. In 't_h'isj way there
are so many lacunas in the Act, and the panel provisions
which are there in the Act, are very mild ‘and these go
more in favour of the management who very often violate
these. The panel provision prescribed for violation of this
Act is a fine of Rs. 5 /—and maximum Rs. 500/—and this is
why the managements are interested in violating the Act
because the fine will be of the order of Rs. 50/—. or
Rs. 500/—. An example can be given. Supposing  that
a Management is to construct a bathroom in a labour he
will have to spend Rs. 1000/—but if he violates it=. he 18
to pay a ﬁn'é of Rs. 50/—. Therefore, they choose violation

of the Act. In this way the management is going on.

Moreover, these acts Wwere passed soon after independence

and it is time when the workers péftiéipation in the Manage-
ment is sought, to amend this Act and the panel provisi-

ons attached to it. There should be a provision for
f the provisions

compulsory imprisonment for the violation O
of the Act. It has been said Sir, that the workers population

is increasing for which workers are being dismissed from

service at the whims of the management and in course

of time the permanant labour force in the Tea Estates
and other industries have gone down toa great  extent.
It is because the Employment Standing Order which are
operating in the Tea Estate in this country which are all
out dated. The Employment Standing orders were enacted
during British, regime and after 30 years of Independence

when we are thinking of establishing a socialistic pattern of
society. when we are thinking labour participation in the
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management who should be the absolute part of the
Industries. Sir, it is high time in order to suit the present
context, the Employment Standing Order is required to be
amended. We have found in the Employment Standing
Order prevailing in the tea garden that a management
can suspend a warker and keep him under suspension for
an indefinit period of time. Sir, in otherr standing orders
we have found that in the period of suspension for three

months, the management is bouad to pay 50 per cent su-
bsistance allowance and beyond that period the worker is

paid at 3/4th wages as subsistance allowance., Sir, this
provision is not there in the standing orders of Tea Estates
and that is why the management are taking advantage
of this lacuna. Sir, they suspend the workers for an inde-
finite period of time as a result of which the workers
suffer to a great extent. Then again Sir, I think this In-
dustrial Dispute Act which is the only machinary in the
hands of the Government to expedite the settlement of
the grievances of the workers are having also some lacun-
aes because as per the standing order when a worker is

agrieived or when heis dismissed, he is to approach the Cop-
cilation Officer or Labour Officer for getting redresgaj of his
grievances, Sir, as all we koow, the management ijtself

takes indefinite time say. 3to 6 months or gven ope year
.0 get the case of the workers finally disposed off. Sir,
it is also found that even after 6 months or one vyear,
heir cases are sent to Labour Office and Labour Officer
lso in his turn takes similar period of time and a ‘ter
onciliation procedding is complete, the proceeding is
ent to Government and Governmeit in their turn
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refers it to Industrial Tribunal and Industrial COl‘l!'t.‘ 'and.
in order to get justice from the Court, the particular
worker is to wait for atleast 3/4 years  This is the fate
of a poor worker and in this way as there is no _fixed.
procedure o:’ fixed time limir, the worker is to wait for.
such an indefinite period say 35 years to 10 years and ul-
timately it happens justice is delaved is justice denied.
And that is why the Industrial Dispute Act is required

" to be tamended up to date and proper time Ilimit should

be fixed wherein conciliation proceeding aund final disposal
of the case in the Labour Court and other High Court
is ensured. Sir, we have found that in the tea industry
though there are so many lacunae and so many defects,
after indepeﬂdence_ many Welfare Acts have been enacted
and some man}". bilateral agreements have also been reac-
hed between the management and recognised industrial
unions and many welfare measures have been taken. In
1955 Provident Fund Act had been enacted. Pension and
Gratuity Acts are there and so many welfare schemes
and Acts have been enacted from time to time but Sir,
we find that all these benefits which the workers used to
get after their retirement, all the benefits go to the money
landers. As soon as the labourers gets their money, they

.are surrounded by money lenders. In the earlier days, there

Kabuliwallas but Sir, now a days, there are Deg! j
Kabuliwallas. The workers cannot go out the compus of the

tea factory or tea industry. Their moneys are being snatched
away by these money lenders and Kabuliwallas, Sir, T
therefore, request Hon’ble Labour “tinister through yoyu
to bring certain legislation so that we can give protection
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to t-he. workers. Sir, we have heard that such legislation

is working in other States and we are to bring such

legislation so that businessmen or momey lenders do not
have free access to go to the cafnpus of the Industry
to snatch away the money which they have earned after
putting so many years of service. Now Sir, I would like

to say something about the employmest of this State. We
have many Employment Exchanges all over the State to

provide employment opportunities to our boys and youths.
But we find that these Employment Exchanges are not fun-
ctioning to the extent we expected them to be and at the
same time to safeguard the labour force of this State,
these Employment Exchanges should take proper care of
them. At this moment what we find, the Employment
Exchanges only motify vancancies of whith collar jobs.
But Sir, the system of registration of manual labourers in

the Exchanges are not there. This point also chould be
attended to, Sir, in recent times, many industries have
come up and many more are coming up soon. Sir. if

we want to do justice to our labour force, Employment
Exchanges siaould notify all categories of posts iacluding

labour so that we could amply strengthen our labour force.
The Industrialists generally bring labourers from outside
the state ignoring our owa labourers. Agoin Sir, we are
very much thankful to our Hon’ble Labour Mipiste_r for hig
issuing a Circular to different Departments to affect im-
plementation of the population pattern in all the jobs. But
I am sorry to note that Government officers and. Ministers

themselves recruit or sponsor candidates for employing in
the vacancies occured in various Departments in recent
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years frustrating workers and youth who have registered
their names in the Employment Exchanges years after years
and with this Iconclude my speech.
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The Assembly reassembled at 2/30 p. m. in the
Assembly Chamber with the  Hon’ble Mr., Dy. Speaker,

in the Chair.
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Shri Hemen Dass Sir, I beg to withdraw the Cut
Motion.
Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the August House that
to grant leave to withdraw the Cut Motion ?
(The voices yes, yes)
The Cut Motion is withdrawn

Now I put the grant before the House that a sum of
Rs. 4,28,12,000.00 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1985 for the admi-
nistration of “Labouc and Employment”.

The grant is passed

Shri Abiul Muhim Mazumdar (Minister) : Mr Speaker
Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I
beg, Sir, to move that a sum of Rs, 2,12,39,000.00 be gran-
ted to the Minister in-charge to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending the
31st March, 1985 for the administration of “Jails’,

Mr. Speaker ¢ There is no Cut Motion. So I put the
grant before the August House that a sum of Rs, 2,12,39,000,-
00 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the cha-
rges which will eome in course of payment during the year
ending the 3lst March, 1985 for the administration of
“Jails”,

The grant is passed

Shei Golok Rajbanshi (Minister) s On the recommendation
of the Covernor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum
of Rs. 33,73,86,000 be granted to the Minister in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of pay-
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ment during the year ending the 31st March, 1985 for the
administration of “Agriculture’.
Mr. Speaker ; There is a Cut Motion tabled by Shri Binoy

Kumar Basumatary.
Before the Hon’ble member starts his speech, I want

to inform the August House that this grant and also another
grant which have got cut motions. We have got I hour
55 minutes in bhand. Duiing this time, we will have to
pass the two grants. I request the hon’ble speakers who
are participating in the deliberation to be very brief so
that we can finish it within time. So, there are 6 speakers
for grant No. 54, and [ hope they will finish their speech
within 45 minutes so that the Minister can reply
and finish within 15/20 minutes. Then we can start other

grant. So I request all the members to be cautious and

help us in running the business.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary: Sir, I rise to suggest an
alternative policy and to criticise the Demand No. 54. Sir,
if we go to page 9 of the Budget, we find the total all-
ocation given there as Rs. 70.8 crores. Out of this, the
allocation of Rs. 7 crores is under Plan, Rs. 2.8 crores is
under Sixth Schedule area and Rs. 44 lakhs is under non-
plan expenditure, As against this, we find at page 10 of
the Budget under Direction and Administration, the allo-
cation for non plan expenditure is Rs. 4 crores 30 lakhs -
which is almost 25% of the total allocation being spent
on Administration. Similarly on the non plan side, 2.1
crores will be spent. As a result, the percentage is 33% 0n
Administration and Direction. Again, under Sixth Sehedule.
Rs. 47 lakhs will be spent, which is 25% of the total
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allocotion, and under non plan head  Rs. 20 lakhs will e

be spent which -amount to 48%. e
If we study, then, we understand Zthat this is the |

Department which 1s absolutely top-heavy, which is cros- |

sing the limits of expenses. None of the allocations, as

I have shown, on the head-‘administration’ is less than é

25%. Actually under Management and Administration,

the normal permissible limit is wtihin 109%. Here, 1 have

proved with figures that tnis Agriculture department is -

absolutely top-heavy. Therefore, the alternative policy LA

will be just to trim the department. If we go into the |

details of the Budget we see some of the Heads like

2-B (Land Reforms). Of course, no allocation ~ is made.

When the Agriculture department is trying to improve

land laws and consolidation of holdings etc, it seem that

this department is trying to improve on the activities of
other departments. So Sir, when no allocation on is made, 3

it is apparent that these subjects are not under this depart-

ment and therefore such inclusion of various - subjects in

the Budgct is not necessary. This, I say, so that the
budget in future may streamilned. Now I want to  refer

to page-10 (Manures & Fertiliser); the total allocation on

this manures and fertilizers is Rs. 79 lakhs, cir,  we

donot know if we are upto-date in the application of man-

ures and fertilizers. In the western countries, it s Low v
generally believed that fertilizersare the maijn cause for

the growth of cancer in those countries, beciuss the ferti- .
lizers react on the agricultural produce and the agricul-

tural produce that we use for consumption also contiids

elements of caneer virus. This is slightly unbelievable,
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but the world’s ‘most posh departmental store in:New York,
named Bloomingdaks, they are selling the fertilizers made

of sterilised human excreta and it is the most - costliest

fertiliser that is being ussd in western countries how. So. we

should also think, since we do not have such facilitis in India,

we should think of humaa or animal excreta that can be used -
for fertilizers. I suggest that instead of stressing importance .
on fertilizers, we should give importince on animal... .
excreta. Again there are various Heads at page 11 (K)—
‘Extension of Farmers’ Training” and on that Rs. 35 lakhg
is proposed to be spent; This is nothing but meant for the
study tours for various groups of people of the State which
is mostly for the people of the Ruling party who are enco-
uraged to come and avail of this opportunity. So, this
to me ie., allocation of Rs. 35 lakhs for the ‘expansion
of Farmers’ training’ should also be trimmed, as thisis a
waste on the State’s Exchequer. Then for Agricultural Re-
search Rs. 2 crores and 7 lakhs is proposed. What are the
results the State has derived from the researches conducted
in the State? The way that we have conducted reserich
for our Agriculture has not improved our agricultural patt-
ern. The péople still use bullocks and wooden ploughs ;
the people at large still use the. age-old tradition of irriga-
tion by the community damming the rivers and irrigate

‘their own fields. But has the State’s Agricultural Reésearch

Wwing given us any new ideas of agriculture ? No. We hear
of new varieties of rice like IR-8 etc., but these are not res-
ults of research conducted in Assam. These are results that
are obtained possibly from Asian Research Institute some-
where in Ma-nila or from somec other State like Punjab,
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Therefore, this huge allocation of Rs. 2 crores and 7 lakhs
I believe, should also be trimmed when we utilise the
results ‘of the research of other people. Then in the last
Assembly I had also mentioned about 18 Agricultural Mar-
keting & Quality Control. I have not seen any omne from
the Agricultural Marketing and Quality Control ; I know
that these Agricultural vehicles are used for other purposes.
Now under the tribal sub-plan "Rs. 3 crores and 13 lakhs
are proposed to be spent.

How the tribal people cultivate their land is nobodys’
business. What is normally planned is to distribute some im-
plemsnty amongst the tribals. With the distribution spades
and sickles, the tribals are expected to improve their

agricultural output. There is another process, i.e., subsidy

granted to the tribal people for purchasing power tillers '

and tractors. Power tiller today costs about Rs. 40,000/—
and when it is subsidised, the tribal people are to pay
Rs, 20,000/— and the balance Rs. 20,000/— comes from the
government. The performance of power tillers in the State
is very poor because no sparespart—are readily a vailable,

And I can mention any number of tribal people, atleast in-

my constituency where we had these power tillers which could

not be used rightiy and inan year or two they sold them
out. As a result, this expenditure of Rs. 20,000/— or more
is a Complete waste. If any fund of say a thousand of
Tupees is granted to the tribal people at the time of culti-
vation for meeting their day-to-day expenses in cultivation
that would accrue more benefit to the tribal people. So, by
giving and distributing this Rs. 27,00) /— as subsidy, we are
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only encouraging corruption and this again, I am afiaid, is
u.-ed as soon to the ruling party.

I was also present in a meeting of one DRDA where
2/3 tribal persons approached us for grant for tractors under
subsidy. To-day Sir, a tractor costs.with implements not
less than 1.5 lakhs. INow, if to some selectcd people we
allow subsidy of such a hugeamount do you think Sir, that
justice will be . done to them ? No, it is not, Similarly,
there are other ways of wastage of the Tribal Sub-Plan money.
The main problem the tribal farmers are facing is the
advance mortgage of their produce. Aud as a result they
cannot stock their produce in their graneries. They have to
work from 30°clock in the morning to 7 O’clock in the
evining—about 15 hours in the summer months and at that
tim= their graneries are low. . That is why they go to traders
and lend their produce in advance for a petty loan. These
traders are the persons who land money and takes away the
harvest from the courtyard of the agriculturists. The people
who cultivate unfortunately cannot keep sufficient quantities
in their graneries. So; if we want to make our State gra-

rian based, then such a policy should be reflected in our

budgetory system. We must go to the field, see and compare
the budget with our agric'ultural traditional expenses and
find out the solution. Our agriculturists have lost their
tradition of fruitful cultivation. In Japan during the spring
season the Emperor and Empress go to the field and perform
a ceremony on plantation of paddy. This is their annual
ceremony and they do it with all sincerity. There is no such
ceremony in Assam although the State has an economy based
on agriculture. I therefore call for a radical change in the
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attitude of tbe Agriculture Deptt. and appeal to the Govt.
if they propose to be the saviours of the agriculturists.
With these, I conclude criticism of the grant.

AT Coffaps @ =AIMAI QIRIF] AwAT S [Eid) weE @RS
AT WM | =TT GAS ACAI FA AT 9 1 @fsqi g3 BEY wiw
505 A0 Smeaty FECE |

#*Shri Jibo Kanta Gogoi : Mr. Deputy Sgpeaker Sir, I
support the demand moved by the hon.Minister for Agri-
culture and oppose the Cut motion tooth and nail. Our
state is an agricultural state—about 60 percent income of
the State’s income comes from that. It is to be seen that
without any planning and modernisation of the system of
cultivation, we have achievend some result. There is no about
that our State is self-sufficient as far as food is concerned.
Now, if we bring scientific and modern system of cultiva-
tion, I am sure the output wiil be further increased, may
be double or even tribble, So far as the modernisation of
agriculture is concerned we have not done anything and for
which the production per acre is lower than some neighoou-

ring States. If we compare the figures of neighoouring States -

it will be evident. In Manipur it is 1675, Tripura 1269,
Meghalaya 1024, Nagaland 1049 and our is 969 k.g, per
hectare. Nagaland produces 979 per hectare, Meghalaya
579 k.g., Tripura 500 and we produce 439 per hectare. So
far as nutrition is concerned, we use lowest quantity of
fertiliser per hectare. Only 2.4 k.g. per hectare we use,
while Nagaland wuse 29.3 k.g., Manipur 11.3 k.g. Similarly,
in the matter of use of pesticides ours is the lowest and

as a result about 10/15 per cent are eaten up due to pests.
«dpeech not correcied

o
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If we really desire to improve the agriculture in the'” State,
we must edueate our cultivators who are mostly illeterate.
I have seen the Gram Sevaks who are appointed for this
purpose do not have any idea whatsoever and they spend
most of their time sitting in the office—it is a horrible expe-
rience on my part. Gram sevaks are hardly matriculates.
They don’t have the basic knowledgs of cultivation, how they
can educate the cultivators. In this situation how can we
expect to achieve good results. In Assam we did not produce
wheat in earlier days—only in 1975-76, we first started to pro-
duce wheat. Last year we produce 1,17,0C0 metric tcnnes
of wheat. It could be 10/20 times more with use of fertiliser
and modern methods. Sir, if we bad good planning in
agriculture we can export 20 percent of our produce outside
also. So far as rice production is concerned, Punjab is
now exporting rice all over the world. They used to buy
rice upto 1973 and they started production of rice on
experimental basie in 1974. But the State of Punjab had
reached to such a stage to exgport rice. Sir, our land is

fertile but why we cannot meet our internal demand. T am
sure Sir, if moden scientific metho!l of cultivation is adop-

ted, our State can also prosper like that of Punjab. High
Yielding Varietics and quantities of fertilisers should be
attempted to. Sir, to educate our cultivators, some agricu-

ltural colleges should be establiseed. Sir, our State has
plenty of agricultural land 1 am sure, we could prosper if

syllabus is preseribed at school and college level. Sir, we
have heard that Assam Agricultucal University has many
research papers at their credit. But this research is on paper
only. To make best use of these research works, Govern-
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ment should consider establishment of more Agricultural

Colleges in the State. To educate our agriculturists. we
should also organise exhibition depicting the utility of ferti-

lisers. use of HIYV all over the State. Sir, I would also
lice to state a group of agriculturists of our State should
be sent outside the State to see with their own eyes what
progress have made in the ficld of agriculture so that they
can also succeed to some extent. Now I would also like
to discuss about price protection. Last year Assam produ.
ced §40 bales of jute. At that time jute mill was in oper-
ation. Itis now closed down. The time has come to
consider the fate of jute producer. They cannot keed with
them their produce for an unlimited period. They will have
to sell their produce to the traders. They will be given
less price. Our welfare Government should consider very
sympathetically this issue of price protection that the jute
producers get their due price. Similar is the position in case
of rice. Rs. 30/— is given per maund of paddy by the tra-
ders. The traders s:ll paddy per maund at the rate of Rs.
50/60 per maund of paddy. We would be happy if better
price is obtained by the cultivators. Therefore, I propose
that adequate steps should be taken by the Government
about price proteection. With these words, I support the
demand and oppose the Cut Motion.

AT Bortap 2 @femt &) AT AwA) @R sy 991 s
Se f4{H53 =fas g caq |

ST R s AT BATGE AT Sav8re 5 s[4 fAstels
T VRS ArEhe Wi Gy 76 @B Bearm 3R a2 PRIGIES
73 {ootferel | ucay amdi Soitarw wcatver A e fos )| w3
faf 2995 fosare qgum Aqafe A’ etae ww Fea AT

¢ \
o
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At 3.55 p.m., Hon. Deputy Speaker vacated the chair

" and Shri Hemen Das, Chairman took the chair).
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Bs13 719 |
Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary: I am ready to with draw
the Cut Motion, but the hon’sle Minister has not tackled
the main  point that this department is the most top heavy
department of the Government. Will you trim it ?

Quettate o (@) ¢ WGF AT, B @SR LHE ey
wfF513 Sremes st wmz iz a9 43, 78 =ifq ¢ @ afaq a@esry
I @inge =@ (AR I35 AfRE )

Shrj Binoy Kumar Basumatary : I am not satisfied. Any
way, 1 beg leave to withdraw the Cut Motion.
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Mr. Speaker : Is it the pleasure of the August House to
grant leave to withdraw the Cut Motion ¢
(Voices yes, yes)
Cut Motion withdrawn
Now I put the main grant before the House that a
sum bf Rs. 32,73.86,000 be granted to the Minister in-charge
to defray the charges which will come in course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1985 for the admi-
nistration of ‘‘Agriculture”.
The Grant is passed
Shri Golok Rajbanshi (Minister, -Agriculture) ¢ On the re-
commendation of the Governor of Assagn, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum of Rs. 5248,000 be granted to the Mini-
ster in-charge to defray the charges which = will = come in
course of payment during the year ending the 31st March,
1985 for the administration of “Weights and  Measures”.

Mr. Speaker ¢ There is no cut motion to this grant. So
I put the grant before the August House that a sum of Rs;
528,000 be granted to’the Minister in-charge - to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during
the year ending the 31lst March, 1985 for the administration
of *“Weights and Measures’’.

The Grant is passed

Shri Raghunath Pamegam (Minister, Rural Development) 3
On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum of Rs.43,17,68,000 be granted to
the Minister in-charge to defray the charges which will
come in course of payment during the year ending the 31st
March, 1985 for the administration of “Rural Development”.
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. Mr. Speaker : ‘There is a cut motion tabled by Shri Binoy
Kumar Basumatary and Shri Bimal Gayari.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, I beg to move that
the total provision of Rs. 43,17,68,000 under, Grant No. 62
in respect of “Rural Development™ at pages 36-55 of Volume
II,Part XX of the Budget, be reduced to Re 1, i. e, the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.43,17,63,000 do stand reduced to-
Re 1.

Sir, if we go to this budget, we can understand - that
this is a new department and. the allocations made under
various colums are empty. Most the of funds are kept in
suspense and the allocations are mentioned as only! grants-
in-aid. At page 37. of the. Budget under Section-Revenue
there is a column Economic Service which is solely depen-
dent on other - departments to share the allocations. The
success of 'the rural development: depends on formulating
various objectives. If we study this, we find that no clear-
cut policy has been evolved by the Govt for this Rural
Development. Sir, in page 38, Water Supply & Sanitation
Agriculture,_and Minor Irrigation are mentioned. But, Sir,
agriculture had already had a separate department. Minor
Irrigation also have a separate department as also a Corpora-
tion. Now, Sir, if the Rural Development wished to use this
head Minor Irrigation for the development of the rural
areas, what sort of minor irrigation schemes will be taken
up ? Minor Irrigation Corporations in UP and Punjab are

entrusted with the digging of tubewells. But if this is a
rural development and the projects and plans of Minor
Irrigation are super-imposed by rural development progra-
mme, then it will not go to bencfit the rural people. It
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will go to benefit the big contractors and industrialists.
Therefore, Sir, your idea about Minor Irrigation"should‘
be specified. I would say that if at all Govt thinks of

embarking on minor irrigation scheme, then it will certainly

help us. If it is going to instal deep tube wells and others

then it is not going to serve the purpose. Again I have
already mentioned that this departnient has a department

has a danger. At page 37 the government has proposed
Rs. 87 lakhs for Direction & Administration and again at page
39 the amount proposed is Rs. 52 lakhs® for Direction and
Administration and the total is Rs. 1. 39 crores. Being a
new Department if it'is going to concentrate on a top heavy
administiation, then it is not going to benefit the rural
people. Sir, since this budget is almost a blank, most of
the amouts is kept in suspense : but it is very essential now
tpat the Government clarifies their policy. While discussing
on this, this isa telegram sent to me which I read out.
<«Funds Placed Fir JRDP/NREP Already exhausted (. )
Sanction of Subsidy or IRDP Loans held up as Bank Bala-
nce is Rupees Three Thousand Ouly Each At UCO and
PGB Mangaldoi (.) Bank Balance At UCO Kharupetia
will Be Nill Within This Week. Further, Payment To NREP
workers Held Up For Insificient Funi At Block Level
And No Fund At Agency Level (.) Unpleasant Situation
At Field Level Apprehended { - ) Therefore Kindly Release ;.
Twenty ; Five Lakhs and Rs. Forty Lakhs Under IRDP
And NREP Respectively. Progress Report Upto Feby 84
Already submitted ( *) Report To Secretary Rural Develop-
ment And Agricultural Commissioner Dispur for NEE

dful (.)”
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This is a telegram sent by the Project Director, Ma-
ngoldoi and today I bave received a letter from the B.D.O.
concerned in my constituency which states that all works
are being stopped because not a single penny is there. Sir,
this department had started in a good way but now when
the works have started gaining momentum it is faced with
a breakdown and grinding to a stanstill. This is the way this
government is thinking of rural development. And so I ex-
press my most sorrowful apprehension that this is not going

to work. Now I support the cut motion and conclude my
speech,

(Shri Hemen Das wanted to speak some thing )
Mr. Speaker: I would like some time because the Minister
will have to reply.
Sad Wi A@AlE wgrw Azied,  AENT AT ARAg gaig
TSI TIeqAE Gl T8 ABIA  GAIT  BfIcs (BB w3 AN
@ gatsr ww sl @9 Reifatel | 99 2@ @3 Rt wrard
1 R ol Wal e 12 B9l 495 a9 Fwd @3 [etin] &
@z aifp offr @fifea IR sqacs afp offis A3 W% wEe
bel fIAle F© (AP Uqp LT IAGIR PR fagw 13
Ffaqer foate & =g & as 3 gaace 5o 45 #91 Caz cvawR
w) feale 95 390 2Rl AR CERE /B e @m w7 firg
571 fd g @5 P9l (2 (AW W fe@le W95 w4l cafq)
A2 1 qqetsl femE 9w W3 fore I T3 @R Rars 5 oty
=y femrz arArg ) 2913 [S398 ate BI BN ez @ @ wia
M a6 atfbg w1 271 F8 98 a3 AL AT @B A
AT SO #f4ata zta AvararT Aol wfeTRa 65 s1fiq afe |
I R [erle faar afdggl 4121 9% WA @i edas  fAea
7 @ [l feuim =ty 333 ¢ v FT WRF W @IS
+fa7 fibla oy @k Rowt o) G e 29 Al |
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Wiz =it & Prg A=ige AfiEten a9 as | Avl I =MD
iz & & @Rl (g | g @2 o1z @7 o fie F3%4 IR 7

fafa 5# faml e A TE il iz ROBR TR It
fara 12 bate TEce (oifal w13

TE @By e e @ o owte @] ilT!ﬁ;I\? cxfo ot 5=
A1 WA s &fewy wgae e 7 g @ =i
% wq =fes «fSste amspfart «ff Bt A3 1 @feas =5
Rate ofp ofid (AIRMT oY faafe fir lana cofeata «2
eI Il I 7 ERIE | Sif9e? B 364 emnl Al 37
fretshia a7 Wwzvwae 73 YfE@ @ f7 g9 (#1f B fasiface 52

Bel R 435 2[RI AT @wWeez R[ett [ates 4 oAz 1 wmm
7 5% otz (72 531 I3 53| <II [AAT FAGHZ 279 |

«Shri Jiba Kanta Gogoie¢ S8ir, I support the Demand
made by the hon’ble Minister and oppose the cut motion.
At the outset I congratulate our Prime Minister, Smti,
Indira Gandhi for enunciating rural development program-
me for the upliftment of the toiling masses. Sir, this
Rural Development is under item 3 of the 20-Point pro-

gramme and for this tpurpose, this DRDA has been formed-
under which NREP, IRDP RLGP schemes are introduced.

T am happy to note that under NREP our achievement is
580, and under RLGP the achievement is 67% during

“the last year. These programmes are twe sided firstly,

they give employment to the people and at the
same time bring about development throughout the country.
These NREP and RLGP during the last year achieved
good results and in the coming year 1984-85, the achieve-
ment should be doubled. I am happy to mnote that our
Chief Minister yesterday announced that for every Gaon
Panchayat under RLGP Rs, 1,25,000/ will be alloted; last

sSpeech not corrected
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year only 30000/40000 were alloted. But this year Rs.
1,25,000/-has been alloted with a view to initiating accelera-
ted development in the rural areas by improving and
making roads etc. So far as IRDP is concerned we had
achieved 67% success and 53,740 families had been benefitted,
‘We should give more facility under IRDP for the bene-
fit of the rural people and for giving credit facility to most
of the families. Credit camps should also be intensified
for the upliftment of our rural peosle. There are many
banks which give troubles to our creditors and so we
should have a bank of our own, in the cooperative or pu=-
blic sector so that we can finance our people more easily

and without any difficulty. Development of the health of
children arnd women is also introduced in 7 Blocks,

Mr. Speaker : Mr. Gogoi. only 10 minutes to go and
within that time the Minister will bave to reply and there-
af er clarifications will be sought.

Shri Jiba Kanta Gogoi : I suggest Sir, in conclusion, that
our young men and women in the rural areas should be
offered training facilities so that tae rural programme is put
in reality.

Sty At (AF7 CEE W) ¢ ATy waw  ampm =iife
AT AT AT FEA (CSANCIT [Fobla eoqw wigivats oRw]
oz {3 R [ ATBIRE OR 1w cords AT afgfiw
I SR | AR FRA (OGS [t ey ey by g
faetsr | aifste @2 Revis @ asfifitifs phere oz ool
MF 93 T AT AT A AL I DN | e o (ot
F 1 AT ST 2R A w@s B Fotg woixs fiss =71
o & afenl A feteana s fae sfkn oecel
ARSI SR O fTeiels Wz Fetaist Snes sgaka wiEE |
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TS AwT B3I oledalE Wb I K0z (7 W3 [Feiag fara ,
awt Affs MF 1 @ Retw @b AN IWT o @By FAT
F9 @A (7 A (AT 7 @25 A @R e ¢iE =iE-
@251 el gErFEl =il v wwaye waw  wEmy @iyl
gt FREFT HAGA S T 91 (g2 | AT (FAS 7T AL
TS 4F @F AE ANRTSNT Baferdd G F7 We  wlERwA
@ ©FS 471 @F 7995 Gieneeid wifde el v sfk9g sz
G2 5 @FAR T (FR 1 AfeH SN (A @ =g 305, s wize
faf?a ctalfe @Bl agas fafen@as Anfee @w siferuer w9 13
%314 (221 91 (2T | G I ¥ QA ATRFONE wiF w2 =g fatg
el wREAME @R TS 4F AFAS  FRA b G s iffata 17
391 (alz | citaEbRteE wifEh 3@ w0 2ane s A | @3 <Sists
FIGI B9 R AT AETES  TIRETEE @ T Gy
& g fea @z | 7 94 wa [EiRe  WeeREdl Ifif ez e
SN AT A0 AR A {21 AT (SSEART A 3
e STUea T4l 29 1 @3 FfAbe fAfen T @ue sfie
uF| AfEAFNUIT TP 41 2z | feEl T AzFA AGES 2[4
area GBIk *fF eme | @3 B w64 REe T e
o1 facg oif® (OSEANS s wgama sf[{raz 3few s w19
79| 27 | AFNA WA EIPIASIRT Credatz wzAq 2fR{eivag w20l (303 |

gl AATe 7 Bk SR Sz ore cetdte Ty @3 3 e oad

R AT 1 Srire @R REniE o @fe R IfF e | wEa
ceremitas Ao @@l W (@R Afas 0 g3 R{9E e
Sy Rl GAATS SN SESET AT TS TA1 @R (SIS s
&ifs 59 w9z IR @Rl t™wE 0 B GBI BIeA A =R
s W, 538 fUegd v ow, (O Srad i, gfvag sisfagie
© o, IfEHT 0T [T «fora® e T, M@ 9 &, 3N 8 w7,
gizels 0 &4 | fer? v fe @)l I wa fun 2 f5wta s

oizEgd AGEe i e {59 ane 9 T 9 wie edEE fas
aifery = 391 FIRCIE WefREbe 65 Sicht 7= chigral wve =@ify
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AR FARE o1%e] | ANNT AT SR o Fa9 <5l
Y (FB @rawCal IErEtEe SRt ATl cepirs i3 A ad
AR i (ordey T ARMETSIE 9T | =7 @ 3f6FT Tie =wifd
QoA gl AifarAl W 3 FEd @w Wi 3 9] w3
wig fiffq Sorne wu =R 4= @fEE | sfesice c«ifera fomim
GTBEABY 1) @2 Tel TEe w9 @fem | «fem wifd e wiws SRl
wiE 93 pififens fooars frata 5% s =zl | sifere v i
RRE aifte smita @fea @R ofsql etes sfka == @1
FETT AGAT SqIA TETIF2 2 WS ($1A1 Y| (FIBIAT (@02 |
a2 faiq M4 o T3 Tt @ Aga 5141 el a3
atfifes (iXfAF 9 412 @iF EEeE SR qfly wAq T[T
(72 | SRETSIE @2 TN AT WS T (wwl | g et
7% (oeEmeels wfgel, gy HfEfui & es s witfes
PEETed BINIZ 1 OSERT erke %3 3 @2 I Reis <fRs-
aonal (zfem | «fedl «@ifi 3@ GueEbe % WATE  FESET farapet
zfArzl1 (R @3B zE—IF EUEA GBI AfTHE ((mies) am-
G =ifesta (Festa)) ambaya afFsis  (A6ohas) =uw aia (7es
wif 37 H13© Zfoncey &fF Cae e 39 @2 S/ I S
et @3 fmgfe a=1f =f{3 491 @Rl AR | W2 (FEe AT (o
g9 zfibe «ifs gl @z @8 @7 [Raa 7@ sF 49 T3
2% foeme9as i #d =R A9 (@Rl W2 | [ A [ z0e3
@3 I A B39 AT 27 | (A2 IRA A ACARMCART FA7 QA
@ @3 fAersics 994 i {25103 wid-wfe «ifFT #itg | o =ity
ARCACE Al 721 ROl =S W12 (SALT @2 fFerehig sRars
oid ot Ifw cfda gE @i W {3 ARl 1 @3Rfae =
AT A garateic (0] 369 @R wfbe @G 853 a3 I
SR FE Atad [l o
Sbri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, I have only one
more point. The Hon'bl: Supreme Court has given a jud-
gement that wage rate shoutd be Rs. 10/~. But Sir, in

iy, g
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cese of RLEGP, the rate is Rs. 8/- and in case of NREP
is Rs, 9/-. Will the Government honour the judgement

~of the Supreme Court and I request Government to enhance

the wage rate to Rs. 10/-.

Blagare At @) 2 <@zE wiff et 0 IRE and
=faq |

Egam wia ¢ wWgw oiediyl, I3 AREy IS AR AT AT
@ 4%, w3, 3, e > batts farw | (edAtes ©fw v balts  fae !
fag (M3 wEAe v 5FNE facz !

Azgar ercasna (77 ¢ @E) Rety 3R w9 =R 29 )

Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, [ again insist that
there is lot of confusion about wage rate. This must be
clarified and with this hope, I beg leave to withdraw the

Cut Motion.
Mr. Speaker ¢ Is it the pleasure of the House to grant
leave to withdraw the Cut Motion? /
(Voices Yes, yes).
The leave is granted and Cut Motion is withdrawn
Now, I put the main grant before the House that

sum of Rs. 43 crores 17 lakhs 68 thousand be granted
to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will
come in course of payment during the year [ending the
31st  arch, 1985 for the administration of “Rural Deve-
lopment”’,

The grant is passed.

Now Item No. 3

Calling Attention Notice

Sezlak wiA ¢ 513, AR 9AN {417 Aty fSn wE gy Rstaal
FTM e8 R A0 A@AR 3ov8 5Ty @A IR “of bl
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Ftres elFifEe” fafEs M aenzi” «fis AefiBin «fs T4

faelalg T@is acaictel s <30 | }
Shri Upendra Das (Minister): Mr. Speaker Sir, Govern-
ment attention has been drawn to the news item publis-
hed in the Gana Chabuk dated 1.2.84 under the caption

“fafie fame aeizR”’ |

The fact of the caseis as follows,

A case of misappropriation of Government money
amounting to Rs. 57,41289 in the office of jthe District
Fishery Development Officer, Dhubri was intimated to Govt.
by the Accountant General, Assam on 23.8.83. Onreceipt
of this intimation the Director of Fisheryes, Assam and

directed to make an enquiry and to submit a report on ;

the case. The Awudit party of the Department was detail- = |
ed for an enquiry. After thorough enquiry, the audit 3
party submitted a report to the Government. On scrutiny N ]

of the said report it was established that Shri B. Bora, S
UDA was directly involved in the misappropriation of the
Government money while Shri N. Ahmed, District Fi-
shery Development Officer, Dhubri and Shri P. Dhar,
Assistant Fishefry Officer were also indirecily responsible
for the same irregularities. A police case has already
been instituted against Shri B, Bora, UDA. Besides, the
report also revealed that Shri Bora was instrumental in
making a fake rubber stamp similar to the stamp used by
the Stat Bank of India, Dhubri and attempted to pass rel-
evant chalans with the same fake stamp. Considering the
audit  report, all the three persons viz: (1) Shri N.
Ahined, District Fishery Development Officer, (2) Shri P,

B - - i
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.

Dhar, Asstt. Fishery Officer. Dhubri and (3) Shri B..
Bora, UDA, were placed under suspension.

-Subsequently appeal petitions for withdrawal of the
suspension orders were received. After carefully examining
the appeal petitions as well as the records it was found
that both Shri N. Ahmed, DFDO and Shri P.Dhar, Asstt.
Fishery Officer] were not direetly involved in the misappro-
priation although there had been negligence on their part, in
discharge of their duty, and considering this the suspension
order on these two officer have been Withdrawn subject
to continuation of departmental proceedings instituted agai-
nst them.

ArzeE w2 57, Gl W @By BRI SiE fafgsis  Agz3

| estes wferatl wite (IR Ate BIIR (Al 29 wRA

Shri Upendra Das (Minister) : Mr. Speaker Sir, it was

-found that these two officers were not directly involved in

this misappropriation case. Therefore, suspension orders were
‘withdrawn as suspension would entail heavy loss of Gover-
nment money. Officer is suspended to facilitate further
enquiry into the matter, During the period of suspension,
an officer is given subsistance allowance and it is consi-

~ dered that suspension is not a punishment. Hence, suspen-

sion order was withdrawn pending disposal of departmental

~  proceedings.

* Shri Hemen Das: Sir, my point is that why the Depart-

mental proceeding have not been dropped ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister) ¢ Departmental proceedings

" are drawn to prove the charges framed against them, It

would be decided on the face of the findings.
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Mr. Speaker ¢ The House stands adjourned tili 9 A.M.
tomorrow the 16th of March 1984,

ADJOURNMENT

The House then rose fat 5-10 PM and stood ad-
journed till 9 AM oa Friday, the 16th March 1984

Dated Dispur 3 P. D. Barua
The 15th March, 1984 Secretary

Assam Iegislative Assembly

L

o



