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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1985
' Thursday, April 4th 1985. |
The House met at 9 A; M. in the Assembly Chamber,
Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

STARRED
QUESTION AND ANSWERS

{ To which oral replies were given )
Date ;— 4th April, 1985

Mr. Speaker :—~Now pending question No, 153;

Shri Harendranath Talukdar— May I know from the
Hon. Minister as he has stated in his reply that there is
one tube well scheme where it has been taken up and
also the date of taking over of the scheme ?

Shri Zahirul Islam (Minister )— In Chaigaon, Sir, for
the year 1984-85.

Shri Harendranath Talukdar— May I know the exact
date of executing the work ?

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )— Administrative appro-
val is accorded and the work will be allotted after calling
for tenders.

Shri Harendranath Talukdar :—How many proposals
have been recieved by the Govt. from the SDO by now ?

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )— We have received 4
proposals for deep tube well at Chaigaon: The names are
Jorsumulu, Kamacherra, Choudhurypara, Bamunigaon.

Shri Harendranath Talukdar— May I know from the
' Hon. Minister: Whether these schemes will be taken up g

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )= All the 4 schemes have
been taken up in the list of work for this year:
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Re: Embankment at Rakhalkhalerpar.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar, asked s
# 182; Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—
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{a) When the Government took possession of land
for embankment at Rakhalkhalerpar Pt. IT in Silchar Sub-
Division of Cachar vide L. A. (FC) Case No. I of 1978-79.2

{b) Whether the land owners have been given full
compensation ¢

(c) If not, why?

Shri Padam tahadur Chouhan ( Minister of Stato,
Revenue ) replied ;

182. (a) On 18-2-79.

(b) No, Only 509 compensation has been paid to patta-
dars in 1979,

(c) Due to non-receipt of fund from the Requiring
(F/C) Department, full payment could not be made by the
Deputy Commissioner, Cachar. Very recently the Collector,
Silchar received the fund for payment of remaining 507
compensation, which is being paid to the Pattadars.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, will
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Flood
Control Department was required to deposit the money
before acquiring the land 9

Padam Bahadur Chouhan ( Minister of State )— Sir, we
had asked for that but they had deposited only 507, of the
total value. Recently, on 15-3:85 they have deposited the
rest of the 507 :

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar :— Sir, recently it was
given in this House that the entire amount is to be depo-
sited by the department according to the new system.
Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly inform us what is the
procedure now followed 9 Whether only 507, has got to be
deposited or the entire money has got to be deposited ?

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan, ( Minister of State):
Sir, we always ask for the whole amount full for but some
difficulties sometime the department deposit only 507: In this
case, Sir, already they have deposited ti.e remaining 507, and
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we will make the payment soon;

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Sir, will the Ministex
be pleased to ask the departments to take a firm policy
tegarding depositing 1007, money ¢

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan, ( Minister of State )—
We will insist.
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Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar— Will the Minister be
pleased to state when the balance amount of 507 will be
paid by the Flood Control Departmeént.

Shri Padam Babadur Chouhan ( Minister of State )—

Sir, T have already informed the House that on the 15 th

of March, 1985 this amount has been deposited to the D. C;
Cachar,

Re: Flow lrrigation Scheme.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, Asked :
* 183._ Will the Minister, Irrigation be pleased to State :
. The number of minor flow Irrigation Schemes taken up
by the Governmer.lt during. the year of 1983-84 and 1984-85
in_the State ? (List may be shown Constituenicy wise ).

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister, Irrigation ) repli

, Irrigation ) replied :
183. In 1983-84 — 21 nos. : g
1984-85 — 24 nos,

The list of scheme ituenci ; |
s Constituencies wise is placed on
table of the house, : e

e
_I‘.'
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Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar :—Mr; Speaker, Sir; it app-
ears from the list that not a single Flow Irrigation scheme
has been taken up from Choygaon Constityency. I submitted
a proposal long ago with regard to Dinali Irrigation Project
which comes under T.S: P. Whether this scheme has been
received by the Government from the H.P. O: Irrigation
Choygaon ?

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )—Sir, these are sanctioned
by the T.A.D. and not by Irrigation Department,

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar— Sir may I know whe-
ther the Irrigation Department can take up the scheme
or not %

Shri Zahirnl Islam ( Minister )— Sir, we will take up
provided this is sanctioned by the T: A. D. department.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar— Sir, there is already a
scheme on the river Dinali, There is a bund on the river.
So, this has created some problem regarding erecting the
quarter. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister whether
the department will take up the scheme instead of waiting
for approval by the T. A.D,?

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )—Sir, we cannot take up
T. S. P. scheme unless it is sanctioned by the T: A, D.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar— May I request the
Hon’ble Minister to request the T; A. D; to take up the
scheme ? _

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )— It will be done;

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar— Sir, may I know from
the Hon. Minister whether any proposal was received from
the Borkhola Constituency ?

' Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )— Almost all the schemes

that have been received have been sent to the Executive
Engineer for reports. As soon as the reports are received

‘these will be considered.
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Re : Sub-Registrar’s Oftfice.

Shri Bimal Gayari, asked :
% 184. Will the Minister, Registration be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there is any proposal with the Govern-
ment to open a Sub-Registrar’s Office at Mashalpur, the
H. Q. of the Baska Revenue Circle?

(b) If not, whether the Government will consider it
in the interest of the local public ?

Shri G. C. Langthasa ( Minister, Registration ) replied :

184, (a) Yes. |

(b) This proposal is under examination;
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Re: E&D Snb-division at Barjatrapur.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar; asked ¢
% 18/; Will the Minister; Revenue be pleased to state -

(@) When land was acquired for construction of E & D
Sub-division at Bagjatrapur in Silchar ¢

(b) Have ihe land owners been paid full compen-
station ?

(¢) If not, why ?

(d) Whether the Govt. will take immediate steps for
payment ?

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan ( Minister of State
Revenue ) rep:ied : 2
187. (a) Notification U/S 4(I) of L. A. Act, 1894 for acquiring
5 Bighas of land in L. A. case No. 5/69-70 was published
on 11-3-70. But publication of Declaration U/S 6 and other
formalities including gwing of award have not yet b
completed. cen

(b) 507, compensation was paid to the interested parti
on, 5-5-70. LATHES

(¢) Due to non completion of the formaliiics, the
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remaining 50% could not be paid as yet.

(d) Yes.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar ;—Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Hon. Minister has stated that the land was acquired as
long back as on 11-3-70 but uptil now publication of
Declaration under section 6 and other for malitics
including giving of award have mot yet been compl-
eted. Itis astounding that for the last 15 years declaration
under section 6 could not be completed and the award has
not been given. The poor people are moving from pillar to
post; is 1t not the responsibility of the officer or officers
to complete these within a reasonable time?¢ May I know
from the Hon. Minister what are the difficulties and bow
these things are going on?

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan (Minister of State — Sir,
when this acquisition case was started at that time both
Flood Control and Irrigation department were one depart-
ment. These two departments were bifuncated afterwards
and some confusion arose. That 1s the only reason for
delay in finalising the case.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar— Will the Hon. Minister
be pleased to state when these difficulties arose and in
which year?

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan ( Minister of State ) — Sir,
as and when these two departments got separated these

difficulties arose.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar-—- Mr. Speaker, Sir, when
the separation took place and who were officers sitting on
it, will the Homn: Minister let me know ? ;

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan ( Minister of State )— Sir,
that information is not available with me: Hon. Minister
for Flood Control and Irrigation will be able to tell better
than me. We have written ceveral times and only om 22-3-85,
the Additional Chief Engineer, Flood Control informed
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that the area of 17 bighas of second case is no longer
needed  and requested to drop the case, Now, an area
of 15 bighas under the first case is to be acquired by the
Irrigation Department, '

Shri Altaf Hussain -Mazumdar :—Mr. Speaker, Sir, it
seems for want of coordination between Revenue, Flood
Control and Irrigation Departments, ~these poor - people
are suffering whose land was acquired as- long back asin
1970. Will the Hon; Minister be pleased to take up the
matter with these departments ? '

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan ( Minister of State)—
Certainly, Sir.

Shri Hassan Uddin— Mr. Speaker, Sir, what is the time
required for payment of compensation to the land owners ?

Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan ( Minister of State)—
Sir, it is very dificult to say how much time will be
required for payment of compensation to land owners,

Re : Lift Irvigatiom schemes,

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar, asked :
%188: Will the Minister, Irrigation be pleased to State—

The number of Lift Irrigation Schemes taken up in the
state in the years, 1983-84 and 1984-85 7

( Figure may be shown Constituency-wise );

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister, Irrigation ) replied—
188. In 1983-84 — 37 nos;
In 1984-85 — 52 nos;
A list of schemes constituency wise i8 placed onthe table
of the house.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar— Mr. Speaker Sir, it
appears from the list that the Singimari Lift Irrigation
Scheme had been taken up in 1984-85, but this was an

if
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old scheme., ‘May I know from the Hon. Minister whether
any scheme has been received from the S.D.O. Irrigation—
any new scheme ?

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )— Sir, I have replied that

whatever schemes have been received from the Department
and also from the Hon. Members, we have sent them to

" the Engineers to submit feasibility reports. We are to get

feasibility reports on them first.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar— My 1 ‘know whether
Gumi Lift Irrigation Scheme has been taken up by the
Government ?

Shri Zahirul Tslam ( Minister )— Sir, we have received
a proposal about Gumi 1ift Irrigation Scheme, and it will
be considered in due course.

Sikri Harendra Nath Talukdar— Not in ‘due course’ sir,
it is an important matter for we have to g0 il.il for more
production and for that we will have to provide for Irri-
gation very early. Therefore may I konow from the. Hon:
Minister whether this scheme will be taken up during the
current financial year? '

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )— Sir, we will consider
it during the current financial year:

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar— Sir, Tdo not find any
scheme for my constituency included in the list but it
was forwarded to the Chief Engineer i.e. Bhairabnagar
scheme, Will the Hon. Minister be pleased to inform us
about the fate of that scheme?

Shri Zahirul Islam (Minister)— Sir, there is one scheme
for Burkhala constituency which has been taken up. That
is the Lift Irrigation Scheme from the river Barak in

Buri deel area:
Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary—>Sir, may I know whether
the Burla Lift Irrigation Scheme in my constituency of
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Udalguri will be taken up in the current financial ycar?

Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister y— Sir, I will require a
separate notice of question for that.
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CALLING ATTENTION

Mr. Speaker-- Now item No. 2 Shri Durgeswar Patir to

call the attention of the Hon. Chief Minister.
—O—

Shri Durgeswar Patir— Sir, 1 beg to call the attention of
the Chief Minister under Rule 54 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly to
the news item appearing in the “Assam Tribune” dated
2ud March, 1985 under the caption “Assam Forest Guard
Among six killed by Naga Villagers”.
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, whether these two

businessmen have been arrested as Chief Minister has
alleged 3

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ) ; M. Speaker,
Sir, we have instructed to arrest thesé two persons. One
of them has since been arrested and the other one will
be arrested soon.

GOVERNMENT BILL
Mr. Speaker: Now item No, 3.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia : (Chief Minister) Sir, I beg leave
to introduce the Assam Lokayukta ‘and Up—Lokayuras Bill
1985.

Mr. Speaker : Is it the pleasure of the Housc to graut

leave to introduce the Assam Lakayukta and Up-Lokayuktas
Bill 1985 ?

Leave is granted Now here is a message from the
Governor.

RAJ BHAVAN
Dated Shillong, the 2nd April 1985;

Under the provision of Article 207 (1) of the Consti-
tution of India. I, Bhishma Narain Singh. Governor of

&

A
B
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Assam, tecommend the introduction in the Assam -Légi_
slaiive Assembly of “The Assam Lokayukta and Up-Lokayu-
tas Bill 1985, _ =
Sd/ Bhishma Narain Singh

= Governor of Assam,

Sri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ) :  Sir, I beg to
introduce the Bill, - '

( Secretary, A. L. A.—Read out the Title of the Bill)

Mr, Speaker : Item No. 4.

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister, Education) : Sir, I beg leave
to introduce the Assam Colleges (Taking over of Manage-
ment and Control) Bill 1985.

Mr Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the august House
to grant lesve to introduce the Assam Colleges ( Taking
over of Management and Control ) Bill 19852

Leave is granted. Here is a message from the
Governor. ,
RAJ BHAVAN
Dated the 3Ard April 1985.

Under the provision of Article 207 (1) of the Cons-
titution of India, I, Bhishma Narain Singh, Governor
of Assam, recommend the introduction in the Assam
Legislative Assmbly of the Assam Colleges (Taking over of
Management and Control) Bill 1985,

Sd/ Bhishma Narain Singh
Governor of Assam,

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister, Education) : Sir, I introduce
the Bill, \

( Secretary, A.L; A.—Read out the title of the Bill, )

Mr. Speaker : Item No. 5 (a).

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister) : Sir, I beg to
move that the Assam Land (Requisition and Acquisition )
( Amendment ) Bill, 1985, be taken into consideration.
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Mr; Speaker : Now, Iput thc MOUOH The MO[IOI’I is
that the Assam Land (Requmtlon and Acqu151t10n)

N )

(‘Amendment ) Bill, 1985 be taken 1hto consideration:
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The Motion is adopted. : :
Now, item 5 (b). There is no Amendment. So, "'I"_ put ‘
Clauses (2) to (4). Clauses 2 to 4 do form part .Jof thel
Bill. The C'auses 2 to 4 form part of the Bill,

Now, I put Clause 1, Preamble, enacting formula and the
Short Title of the Bill. Clause 1, Preamble, enacting o
mula and the Short Title do form part of the Bill.

The Clause I, Preamble, Enactmg formula and the Short
Title of tke Bill form part of the Bill.

Now, item No. 5 (c). _

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, I move
that the Assam Land ( Requisition and Acquisition (Ameud-
ment ) Bill, 1985 be passed: :

Mr. Speaker ; [ put the Motion: The MOthl] is that
the Assam Land ( Requisition and Acquisition (Amendment)
Bill, 1985 be passed:

The Motion is adopted. The Bill is passed.

Now, item No. 6 (a):

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ): Sir, [ beg to
move that the Assam Official Language ( Amendment) Bill,
1985 be taken into consideration with the following further
amendments; Sy
/Sll' Clause 5 A will be amended as follows :—‘Without
‘prejudice to the provmons contained in Section 3, the
Bodo Language shall be used as an Associate Official
Language for all or any of the official purposes ln the
State of Assam as are specified in the Schedule, in the
Districts and Sub-divisions having substantial Bodo popu-
lation as may be declared by the State Government from
time to time” Then Sir, I propose deletion of Sub-scc. 3
“Publication of important Government Rules, Regulations

[y
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dnd Notifications” and Sub-section 4 “Pubncatron of impor-.
tant Government advertxsemcnts” proposed to be inserted
under Sec 3 of the Principal Act. With these further.
amendmentslmove that the Bill may be taken into consi-
derancn by the august House. w,/

‘Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, when 1 speak
on thrs bill I wished to start in a different way but the
carpet under my feet is pulled out by the Leader of the
House. It is a good sign and I should congratulate the
Leader of the, house and we are happy to hear that the
amendment we proposed to move has been taken over by
the Govt. Mr Speaker Slr I congratulate the Govt. once
'agam for movmg the same, But we must be very careful
m dealing with the matter of languages. Today, we are
in a very different situation than when the original bill
came to the Assembly in 1960. Of course, Sir, this Assem-
bly is not the same Asse'mbly‘ We have heard that with
the starting of the debates on the floor of the House a

different situation arose in the state: We have seen how
acrimonious ‘and contradictory arguments were put forward

on the floor of the House and we had seen a diferent
scene  at that time. Sir, this b]ll of 1960 had truncated
the State of Assam at that time. We have seen how it
has germinated the fee]mg of the division of the state,
But today the situation is dlfferent as the Govt. is trying
to use the same bill to ple.grse the oppressed and suppref'
ssed sections of this, state, . By this, I would like to mean
our Bodo people who were so Jong. rtelentlessly striving
hard and struggling to establish our Jlanguage. With thig
amendment, the relentless struggle of outr people will estas
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blish the Bodo languaoe finally and, T am conﬁdent that
this House will accept and pass this bill. Sir, there is a
realisation on the part of this Govt, -and I have no other

alternative than to congratulate this ‘Govt. because when

 the Assamese Language Bill was introduced the issue was

equality.  Sir, the issue was whether by the introduction
of Assamese Language official Bill all the groups of people
living in the state will obtain equality ? Sir, at that time
the tribal people vebemently objected the Assamese Language
bill not because that they hated the Assamese Language
but because of the fact that they had realized the inherent
right of developing their own language which is supported
and protecied by the Constitution of India. Sir, it is very
good that this' Govt. has come forward with this bill.

" But I think by this the problem will not be solved here.

Sir, if Assam is not remain in peace, then the feeling of
other groups of people has to be taken into consideration
and their aspirations are to be met. Sir, some people will
say that this Govt. have opened a Pandora’s—box and as a
result of that all the tribal groups and other ethnic groups
will now come forward for their languages. Yes, Sir, it
is true and they have got the full liberty to fight for their
own language and we accept the feeling of others to esta-
blish equ'ality Sir, in the past the feelings of the oppre-
ssed and’ supprcssed were neglected We are now happy
to see tHat there i3 a new reallcatlon today. In this con-
nection 1 wish to say “thanks to our people who sacrified
their lives for the cause of their rlghts and who had also
shown paths to others to fight out their inherent rights.”
Sir, we ‘Bodo’ tribal people will always extend our help-
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ing hands to all other tribal groups who will equally fight
to establish their own language., We will give all help in
achieving their realisation because I take this opportunity
to say that Assam is not only the land of Assamese people
and to spéak Assamese Language alone, It is not for the
Assamese oOr Ahoms alone it is for every one of us and
Assam will remain happy and maintain peace when every.
section of people will be happy in the state. Sir, I do not
like to dilate much on this issue when the Leader of the
House has .accepted the amendment we proposed, Sir, we
have seen how our people were treated by the earlier

Chief Ministers of the State right from the time of late
Gopinalh‘Bordoloi. Here I would like to record my feel-

ing of appreciation that this present Leader of the House
on 30th of this month as Chief Minister of Assam has
spoken our language at Udalguri. Sir, when a Chief
Minister of a state takesthe trouble to please every section
of the people of the state then the problem of maintaining
peace does not arise, Sir, there are mistakes and lot of
harms is also done. In this connection I would like to
refer briefly Chapter 15 at page 299 of the History of Assam
written by Sir Edward Gait; Here it reads like this:
“The Kacharis may perhaps be described as the abori-
gines, or earliest known inhabitants, of the Brahmaputra
Valley. Thcy are identical with the people called Mech
in Goalpara and North Bengal. These are the names given
to them by outsiders. In the Brahmaputra Valley the
Kacharis call themse'ves Bdrd or Bodo fisa ( Sons of the
Bodo ). In the North Cachar Hills they call themselves Dimasa

a corruption of Dimasa, so that this name must have
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been in use when they were still in the Dhansiri Valley;

The history of us was also revised and serious inju-
stices to the Boros and Kacharis were perpetrat'ed. 'l:he
originality of the Boros and Kacharis was eliminated by
the Pundits of Assam. Whereas in the original History
of Gait, this Chapter is there which I have collected from
the British Library. The elimirated Section is like this;
I wish to quote below :

“ The period from the seventh to the twelfth centuries :
The first avthentic information rega-ding ancient Kamrupa
is furnished by the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang who
visited India in the first half of the seventh century of

- our era and on his return to China wrote an account

of his travels and gave a fairly comprehensive description

of the various kingdoms he visited. Apart from what he
has recorded and from one incident he menuoned in Bana’s

‘Harsa Charita and another in the story of a Chinese invasion
Tirhut. Our knowledge of Kamrupa prior to the end of the
twelfth century is confined to the information contained in the
inscriptions on certain ancient copper-plates and on arock
on the bank of the Brahmaputra, near Tezpur. It was the
practice of ancient Indian rulers, when making grants of

land to Brahmans to record the fact on copper-plates, which
scrved as the donee’s title deeds. The inscriptions were
drawn up by pund:ts attached to the Court and the lan-
guaoc was usually Sdnbkrlt Verse. _l“hey commenced with
a brief narrative of the rulers ancestry and usually gave
some account of his personal qualmee his capital and the
extent of country ruled by him. After this preamb]e which

0

to us forms the most interesting part, followed the name
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and other particulars of the grantee and the specifications
of the lands granted to him. None of the old Assam grants
bear dates other than the resular year of the ruling monarch;
Most of them were recorded a set of three copper-plates
of which the centre one only was inscribed on both sides.
Those plates had a hole at one and were held together
by a ring passed through this hole. To the ring was
attached the seal of the ruler, usually heart-hsaped combi-

ning in relief his emblem (e g. an elephant or face ) and
below it his name and titles; Aliogether seven sets of

copper-plates have been discovered, the inscription on

which record grants of land made by the king of ancient
Kamrupa, viz— |
(1) The Pancha Khanda (Sylhet) grant of Bhaskar

Varman : This was discovered in 1912 and has been

described by Prof. Padmanath Bhattacharjee in Epi-

griapha India, ( Vol, XII Page 65 ).

(2 The Tezpur Grant of Vana-Mala : This was described

- in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for

1840, Page 766, The record is wunsatisfactory both

with regard to the original text and its translation.

(3) The Nowgong Grant of Bala ~ Varman : This was
brought to light by me in 1895 and was .described
by late Dr. Hoerule in the Journal of the same
society for 1897, Part 1, Pages 285,. On Paleogra-
phical groups, Hoerule thought that the inscription
was prepared about 990 AD,

(4) & (5) The Sualkuchi and Borgaon grants of Ratna
Pala: These were obtaincd by me in 1896 and 1897
and dcciphered in the Journal for 1898 Part 1, page 99

~

i
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by Hoerule, who attributed them in the ﬁt-'-ét half
of the eleventh century. The translation of the Borgaon
grant, which is typical of the whole series is given
in Appendix C. : ;

(6) The Guwahati Grant of Indra Pala: This was obtai-
ned by me in 1893 and deciphered by Hoerule in
the Journal for 1897, Part 1, Page 29

(7) The Banaras grant of Vaidya Deb : This was found
at Kamanli ( Banaras) in 1892 and deciphered in
Epigraphia India ( Vol. II, Page 347 ) by Prof Veuis,
who calculated that it was prepared in 1142 AD.

The Tezpur rock inscription was shown to me in 1393

by an Indian gentleman. It was at once photographed

but the result was not satisfactory, Some years afterwards
the name of the King and his date were read from a rub-
bing, but it was not antil 1917 that the full inscription
was deciphered by Mahamohopadhya Hara Prasad Sastri
in the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa ‘Research Society
1917 page 508. ‘

Hien Tsang was studying “the profound law of Budha”
at the Nalanda monastery in Maghadha or South Bihar,
When Kumar Bhaskar Varman, the king of Kamrupa, sent

'messangers to invite him to his capital. He at first decli-

ned to go but was induced to change his mind by ‘Sila-
bhadra’, ‘master of Shastras’ who pointed out that it was

his duty, to propagate the true law and that he ought
not to neglect the opportunity offered by this mwtafuon
from a king who listened to ‘“the teaching of heretics.”

From Pandra Vardhana going east of 900 li or so (about

150 miles) crossing the great river Kalotu. We came to
“the country of “Kamrupa” which Hien Tsang describes
‘as follows :—

\



34 Government Bills : 1985

The courtry of “Kamrupa” is about 10,000 li (nearly
1700 miles ) in circuit. The capital town is about 30 Ii;
The land lies low but is rich and regularly cultivated,
They cultivate the jack fruit and the cocoanut: Thesétrees,
though numerous are nevertheless much valued and este-
emed. Water led from the river or from banked up lakes
flows round the town. The climate is soft and temperate.
" The manners of the people are simple and honest. The
men are of small stature and their complexion a dark
yellow, Their Janguage differs a little from that of mid-
India. Their nature is very impetous and wiid their memo-
ries are retentive and they are earnest in study:

They adore and sacrifice to the Devas and have no
faith in Buddha, hence from the time Buddha reappeared in
the world, even down to the present day, there never as
yet has been built on ‘Sangharana’ as a place for the priests
to assemble. Such disciples as these, are of a puke faith,
say their prayers secretly and that is all. There are abun-
dant Deva temples and different sectaries to the number
of several myriads, The present king belongs to the old
line of Narayan Deb; He is of the Brahman caste. His
name is Bhaskara Varman, his title Kumar. From the time
that this family seized the land and assumed the Govt.
there have elapsed a thousand generations. The king is fond
of learning and the people are solikewise in imitation of
him. Men of high talent from distant regions seeking
after office, visit his dominions. Though he has no faith
in Buddha, yet he respscts Sramanas of learning, On the
east, this country is bounded by a line of hills, so that
there is no great city to the kingdom. The frontiets age
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contiguous to the Barbarians of the south west of China.
These tribes are in fact akin to those of the Man people
(1. e; the south west Barbarians) in their custcms; After
a two month journey we reach the south western frontier
of the prince of szechuen but the mountains and rivers
present obstacles and the pestilential air, the poisonous
vapours, the fatal snakes, the dzstructive vegctatlon, all
these causes of death prevail.

On the south east of the country hﬂrds of wild eleph-
ants roam about in numbers, therefore, in this  district,
they wuse them principally for war. Going 1200 to 1300
li to the south (about 2000 miles) we come to Sanatala
{ East Bengal ) ( Budhist Records of the Western World
Vol I P. 195). ]

‘The great river which our traveller crossed before
entering Kamrupa was clearly Karatoya, while as the east-
ern boundary was a line of hills adjacent to the tribes
on the Chinese frontier, the country evidently extended as
far to the east as does the modern province of Assam;
As its circumferecnce was mearly 1700 miles, it must have
included the whole of Assam ( except perhaps the Naga
Hills, Lushai Hills and Manipur) and also Bhutan, North
Bengal as far west as the Karatoya. and the part of Mymen-
singh which lies to the east of the old course of the Brahma-
putra. It was in any case far larger than the adjoining
kingdoms of Paundra Vardhana and -Sanatala, the circum-
ference of which is placed at only 700 and 500 miles

respectively.”y//
Rrzrma wid ¢ AANE Tg® Az, Sifs fya @ SaeR 39
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Mr. Speaker : The House stands adjourned till 2-30 P, M.
today;

( The House re-assembled at 2-30 P.M with
Mr. Speaker in the chair. )
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ghri Binoy Kumar Basumatari ¢ Sir, I want to riase
a paim‘fo.r clarification— a very impo:tant point— which
has by-passed us:. Now that there will be three languages
im the state. under Article 348 it is required that the
languages are also to be used in the High Courts and
other judicial services. Sir, you are well aware of the
provisions of the Article 348. I would like to refer in
particular to sub-clause (b) of clause (1) of this Article
which says, “notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (1), of
clause-1, where the Legislature of a State has Prescribed
any language other than the English lauguage for use in Bills
introduced in, or Acts passéfd*by, the Legislature of the
State or in Ordinances promulgated by the Governor of the
state or in any order, rule, regulation or bye-law referred to in
paragraph (iii ) of that sub-clause, a translation of the
same in the English language published under the authority
of the Governor of the state in the official Gazette of
that State shall be deemed to be authoritative text there of
in the English language under this article. ¢“Now, Sir. even
to impliment the Assamese Janguage, it is necessary that
a Authority be created under the Government and the
duty of that authority will be to translate the Documents,
Acts, Bills, Order, Rules, Regulations etc, from Assamese
to English, from Bodo to English, from Bengalee to English
aqd vice-versa. Now this person, I believe, has to be of
the stature of a Judge under whose guidance translation
has to be carried out and this authority has to certify that
the contents of the translated documents are the closest rather
are the correct translation of the original document, Sir,

without this aunthority the Assamese language even if it was
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dzclared as official language in 1960 could not be impleméﬁ‘ted

fully, I say this, Sir, because now the Bodo language has

‘come into its purview and it is our desire that this lan-

guage is fully implemented. I am Ssure Assamese language
has to be implemented along with it and it is the desire

‘and demand of the Assamese people of the state, whereas

for one reason or other, Government has failed to imple-

ment this authority and thereby, one of the most impor-
‘tant sections of the Act even for Assamese language has

not been carried out. Now it is very good that the Chief
Minister has declared that from the 15th April, 1985 this
will be, more or less, enforced. But Sir, even this
enforcement cannot be carried out unless this authority is
created, I would, therefore, request the Leader of the House
to come with his positio'n in this regard, If the Govern-
ment is so sincere then this aut'ﬂori.ty has to be created
for the betterment of all -sections of the _people.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ) 3 Sir, this is a

very relevant point and I must thank Mr. Basumatary for

pointing out this; We will certamly do it, Sir.

Mr. Speaker 3 Now I put the Motion b*fore the House
that the Assam Official Language (Amendment)Bﬂl 1985
be taken into consideration.

{ After voices in the aﬂirmative')

The Motion is passed. Item 6 (a) is passed;

Now item 6 (b). There are .two amend ments moved in
Clause 2 of the Bill—one is initiated by Shri Binoy Kumar
Basumatary and two other Members, and the second one,
in the name of Shri Hiteswar Saikia, Chief Minister. Now

we take up the amendment initiated by Shri Binoy Kumar
Basumatary.
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Shri Biney Kumar Basumatary : Sir, since this bas al-
- ready becn accepted I do not like to press further. Actu--
a]ly my moving the amendment further is reduqdent So
 we donot wish to move it;
. Mr Speaker ‘: &ahn Bi noy Basumatary has rightly said.
at So I puf the- amendment moved by Shri Hitsswar
Salkla Chief Minister that in Clause 2 in the prop O\Qd
_now uectlen 3 A for: the words “;dministrative and oth e‘
_burposes” accurring in line fou. h the words “ail or any
.oi the oiﬁeml PUrposes of ihe Siate of -Assam” -shall ~ be
-\ substnuted

(after voices .in l‘e aﬁirmatlve)

Tne motlon is passed, The amendment is accepted,

_ Now )| put before the House {hat ihe ClauseZas amen--
dcd does form part of the ‘Bill:
(afler vowee in the ‘affirmative’)

The motlon is pa&ed Clause 2 as amended d0€S form :
par* 0[ the BT] :
' There i 1o amendment to Cl'ause. 3 of the Bill. So
I put leuse 3 of the Bill that Clause 3 does form part.
of thu Blll

(after voices in' the affiimative)
The motion is passed Clause 3 forms part of the Blll
There are 4 amendments of Suhcdule of the Bill. The ﬁlst'

two amendmenr‘s are, in thu uame of Shri Bmoy Kumar Basu-
matary and two other Dmmoera, and other two amend-

meits are, m the name ., of . Shn Hneswar Saikia, Ch;ef
Minister, - : : & o Y

As Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary and two: others.
poinited cut that it will be reduyndint to pressthem,now’
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- I' put the ameadment of the Schedule moved by the. Ch1ef'
‘Minister. . I put that in' item (3) of the Schedule after
the wvords “pubhcat;on of”. the words “All Acts passed by
‘the State LPOlslature” appearlng 'in “item (b) of the second
'prowso 1o Ssction 3 of the or1g1nal Act shall be 1nserted
 as item (3) (). And at the_ same time, I put the other amend-
‘_‘ment to ths Sehedule mOVed by . the Chief Mlmster that
‘the words “All orders, 'Regulations; Rules and Bye laws
issued by the State Government. under . the Constitution
"of India or any law made- by Parliament. or the Legisla-
<  , ture . of, the State”  appearing in item:(d) .of the second
' proviso. to Section 3,of the original; Act. shall be inserted
~as item (3) (ii). And in item 4 the word “‘important’
_occurring in between the words ‘of’ and. ‘Government’ shall

be deleted- = '

(after voices in. the affirmative ) A

'1 re motton is passed The Schedule as amended forms
‘part of the Blll - :

5% . There is no. a:rcpdment to Clause—4 of the Bll] ‘So
1 put Clause-—4 Clause— 4 does form ‘part of the BIH
'('lhe motion. was adopted ) New, I put Clause—l, pream-
ble enacting formula and the short title of the Bill; Clause 1,
breanﬁble enacting formula and the short txtle do form
part of the Bill , s
‘ The Clause—1, preamble, enacting formula and the short
title form part of -the: blll
Now, Ttem No: 6 (©) :
Shrir Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister) Sir, I beg to
move that the Assam Official Language (Amendment) Bill;
1085 be passed
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 Mr; Speaker : The motion is moved and the bill is passed.
Now, Item No. 7 (a): <//
Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, I beg to

_move that the Assam Fire Service Bill, 1985 be taken in-
to consideration.

Mr. Speaker: Motion moved. Now hecre i§ a message
from the Governor; ‘Raj Bhavan; dated 15th February,
19835,
~ Under the provision of the Article 207 of the Cons:
titution of India, I Bhisma Narain Singh, Goveinor of
Assam recommend the Assam Fire Serviee Bill, 1985 to bé
faken up for consideration by the Assam Legislative
~ Assémbly, '

3 e £ Sd/- Bhisma Narain Singh
Governor of Assam,

Cier wm : aﬁfi“ra S sateg, 495 fa w@l (@e o
S1oifE SRl 412 | 9 wm F9Ea o | AT 5IFITT
R Rraal 36 1 2are @S = d AR T4 T8 AR
fagui+. aFale ¥4 wifeq edlqs @3 28317 | fagila (Bw 9
&% witrs | AT @A (BT AN AR @fEARd | s @fime
fafen ¥aoq 193 At | E5ARE sla T ae AHers 49
3 Myl o S5l fmid oa @oR 9 ool @@ Fafia
a3 g witrfe sy famen wnda Ifdel

Bferedq =2F (gud) ) ;. T Sledlal, @i 39 Fal|
g | @35l dfeme wifn @fed @9 5% 39 213 5w -
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wifad =l %31 wnfy ofed @fe @317 I B 213 s #B3B
3ta Wi gl Aete @ifey | Rl ARIE AW A9 s iy
wistatfey | ;

Mr, Speaker : I put the motion before the House that

_%‘\
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the Assam Fire Service Bill, 1985 be taken into consis
deration. :
The motion is adopted. There is no amendment to the

bill, so I put Clauses 2 to 50. Clauses2 to 50 do form
part of the bill. :

The Clauses 2 to 50 form part of the bill;

Now, I put Clause—1, preamble, enacting formula and
- the short title of the bill. Clause—I, preamble, enacting
formula and the short title do form part of the bill,

Clause—1, preamble, enacting, formula and the short
title form part of the bill.

Now ltem No. 7 (¢)

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Chief Minister ) ; Sir; I beg to
move that the Assam Fire Service Bill, 1985 be passed.
- Mr. Speaker ; Now, I put before the August House
that the Assam Fire Service Bill, 1985 be passed,
The Motion is passed, the bill is passed,

The House stands adjourned till 10-00 a.m: of 8th
April, .985,

ADJOURNMENT

The House then rose at 4-15 P, M. and stood adjourned
till 10 A. M: on Monday, the 8th April, 1985;

Dated : Dispur Dr; P. N; Hazarika
The 4th April, 1985 Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly,



