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DEBATES. OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY, 1987
Monday, March 2, 1987.
- The Assembly met at Nine -of the Clock in the Assembly
Chamber, Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.
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2 GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 1987

Governor :— Mr. Speaker and Hon’ble Members,
' It indeed gives me great pleasure to address this
Session of the August” Assembly.

It also gives me great satisfaction to note that during
this period of little over a year the youthful Govern-
ment’s dynamic and determined measures have led to a
significant transformation in the life of the State and ushe-
red in a new atmosphere of hope and confidence. While
one year is too brief a period in the - development pro-
cess, I am confident that in the days ahead this Govern-
ment’s sincere and ceaseless efforts will greatly add to
these welcome developments and take the State to greater

heights. :
IMPLEMENTATION OF ASSAM ACCORD

The Government is firmly determined to imple-
ment the historic Assam Accord fully in letter and in spirit.
Sincere steps have since been taken by the Government
in this regard. Twelve Foreigners Tribunals have been
set up for determination of foreigners who entered Assam
between Ist January, 1966 and 24th March, 1971. In
order to improve the working of the Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983 a rational reorga-
nisation of the tribunals under this Act has been effected.
The progress and smooth working of these tribunals will
be reviewed by a high level committee in each revenue
division with the Commissioner of Division, I.G.P (Border)
and Range DIG as members. Action has been initiated under
the existing Acts and Rules for eviction of encroachers
from Government land as well as land in the Tribal

Belts and Blocks.
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Shri Binai Khungur Basumatari -—(Governor was continuing
his speech ) Tribals have been- evicted no consideration
has been' given that these tribals are original settlers. I

" protest against this and we want a separate state and
to record this I walk out from this House. (The Hon’
ble Member walked out. )

Governor (continued ) Steps have been taken for effective regi-
stration of births & deaths. The State Government has alre-
ady taken necessary action for review and withdrawal of
of cases disciplinary action taken against the employees in the
context of the Assam Movement. An ex-gratia grant of
Rs. 30,000 per family has been sanctioned for the fami
lies of the martyrs of the Assam Government. The State
Government has carried out a review of the police cases
in the context of the Assam Movement. The upper age
limit for employment in Government service has been
relaxed for a period of five years. The Government has

been constantly pursuing with the Government of India
on the issue of amending certain provisions of the Illegal

Migrants = ( Determination by Tribunals) Act 1983 so

that it can be more effective in achieving its objectives.
The State Government has also submitted its recommen-

dations to the Government of India with regard to the
Constitutional, Legislative and Administrative provisions
to be made for protection, preservation and promotion
of the cultural, socia] and liﬁguistic identity and heritage
of'thP: Assamese people. The Planning Commission has
been requested to constitute a Task Force for recomm-
ending measures for the rapid economic development of
of the State The State Government has been constantly

pursuing with the Government of india the matters rel-
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ating to the Border road and fence as also other unres-
olved issues involving the Central Government.

While the the Government is committed to the
implementation of the Accord, it is also fully conscious of
the fact that in the process of its implementation there
must not be any discrimination amongst the various sec-
tions of the society and no harrassment should be caused
to the genuine Indian citizens. :

LAW AND ORDER SITUATION

The Government has given emphasis on mainten-
ance of peace and harmony among the people and effe-
ctive control of the Law and order situation in the State
(voice— eviction started without serving any notice )
Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar :— (While the Governor was
delivering his speech ) In the name of cncroachnicnt what
is taking place ? Law and order is completely shattered.

Nobody knows where things are going

(voices of angry protests were raised from both the
UMF and Congress 1 Groups as the (Governor was conti-
nuing his address on law and order situation )

Shri Charan Narzari :— Eviction notices have been served
even on the tribals who were settling down in the Khash
land within the tribal belts and blocks. :

Shri Golok Rajbanshi :— Sir, I storngly obiect. Law and
order has deteriorated......

(Many voices «f protests were raised and except PTCA
and One member of the UMF Shri Aminul Islam, others
in the Opposition walked out)

(Govcrn’or’s address continued.)

s il o dE T
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Certain forces and pressures, however, generated tension
in some areas of of the State. The Government in such

cases took prompt steps to defuse the situation by initi-
ating a process of dialogue with the affected groups and
resolving their grievances. The Government stands commi-

‘tted to taking firm action against elements indulging in

terrorist and disruptive activities to disturb the normal and
peaceful atmosphere " of the State. Administrative mea-
sures for- maintaining strict vigilance on the law and order
situation are being supplemented with efforts to moblilise
the people towards constructive endeavour for achieving
the objective of social peace and communal harmony.

- RELATION WITH THE NEIGHBOURING STATES

. It has all along been the endeavour of the State
Government to maintain cordial relation with the neigh-
bouring states to resolve all border problems through
mutual discussions and negotiations. The Government of
‘Assam has in fact. no border problem as such with the neigh-
bouring States. The problem has arisen because there has
been erncroachment in the border areas of Assam by the
people from the neighbouring States followed by claim
over: the encroached areas by these States. While people
belonging to any State of the country can live in Assam
in their capacity as Indian citizens. there cannot obviously
be a claim on the territory of Assam. The State Govera-
ment would like to have the border surveyed by the
Survey of India. The State Government also welcomes
Central intervention in ' this regard. It is hoped that the
process Of cordial relationship which has been initiated
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by the personal visit of the Chief Minister of Assam to
Arunachal Pradesh and  Nagaland will ‘be sincerely recipro-
cated by the neighbouring States and all disputes will be
resolved amicably. |

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING

It has been the earnest endeavour of the Govern-
ment to make the Five-Year Plan really meaningful to
the people- A major step in this direction has been the
decentralisation of planning up to the subdivisional level
so as to enlist people’s participation both at the stage of
formulation as well as in.plementation. The Government
has initiated several measures to strengthen the agricul-
turai pase of the State. With the adoption of major initi-
atives towards increasing econmic growth, improving the
delivery services of the proverty alleviation porgramumes,
revitaliSing the economy and strengthening the infras-
tructural base, the economy. has shown distinct signs of
improvement. In order to ensure that the development
schemes . are properly implemented apd the benefits per-
colate down tO the identified target groups as also for
proper atilisation of plan funds effective evaluation and
monitoring are being done at all levels, There has been
satisfactbry progress in the implementation of the various
<chemes undet the 20-— Point Programme.

The State has been able to obtain a substantial
step-up i the Annual plan for 1987-88 with a total out-
lay of Rs. 575 crores as against the current Year's outlay
of Rs. 500 crores.

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
In the agricultural sector, emphasis has been given

Pnett 7.
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on increasing the production and productivity of foodgra-
ins, particularly rice and wheat. Special programme like
Special Rice Production Programme/National Qil Seed
Development Programme/National Pulse Development pro-
gramme have been taken up to, increase production and
productivity of Rice, Qil-seeds and pulses’ in_ Assam.
Measures are being taken for conservation of soil moist-
ure, dryland farming, increasing the use of quality seeds
.;:md fertilisers, farmers training, special * programmes for
small and marginal farmers, Agro service Centres and
horticultural development. The second phase project known
‘as National Agricultural Extension Project 111 has just- been
negotiated with the World Bank and is likely to be sanc-
tioned in the near future which will further strengthen
‘the extension machinery and thereby provide better technical
knowledge to the farmers. Measures have also been taken to
ensure that critical inputs are provided for at the
block - level ~ and  adequate arrangements. made for
the availability and supply of quality seeds and
fertiliseres. Steps for provision of water through minor
irrigativn schemes are also taken up. There will be an
integrated area development Programme for development
of agriculture to increase production under the multiple
cropping pattern. Measures are being taken for .adoption
of villages. A massive programme has been started for
the installation of shallow tube-wells as well a stabili-
sation of existing - irrigation schemes.
PANCHAYAT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

In Rural Development Programmes, the stress is on the
implementation of economically viable and  income-genera-
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ting schemes which will enable the rural poor to cross

the poverty line on a . permanent basis. Second dose of

assistance has been provided to those eligible persons who
could not cross the proverty line for no fault of their
own. Under National Rural Employment Programme, it
is proposed to generate employment of 35 lakh mandays
through engagement of rural population particularly during
the lean agricultural season. Another 38 lakh mandays
of employment would be generated under the Rural Land-
less Employmenf Guarantee Programme ( RLEGP) schemes
" during 1986-87. The Government has passed-a legislation
for three-tier Panchayat Raj system in the State for

accelerated development in the rural, areas. Mean-
while, a senior level Officer has been posted in charge

of each Block for improved coordination of the work of
different Departments in the Block.
IRRIGATION .

In order to ensure a firm base for agricultural
develoment, priority has been given to the irrication sec-
tor. The approved outlay under the minos irrigation
cector for the year 191687 was Rs 2993 crores.
Under the major and medium sector the amount was
Rs. 24 crares. The physical target is 30,000 hectares for
minor irrigation and 15,887 hectarer for the other sec-
tors: It is planned to instal 5000 shallow tube-wells
during 1986-87. As a result of such activities about
60,000 mandays In coustruction activitles and avenues for
employment of 5,000 persons will be created. While em-
phasis has been laid on the completion of the or-going
schemes new schemes have also been taken tip in certain
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critical areas.

WELFARE OF WEAKER SECTION

Emphasis has been given on effective and coor-

dinated implementation of all the special programmes of
the various departments for the benefit of the Scheculed
Castes, Scheduled Tribe: and other socially or economi-
caly weaker sections.

(Governor centinues his address)

Mr. Charan Narzary—Sir, there is no indication of effective
implementation of the developnient programme for the
Scheduled Castes. Achievement is extremely unsatisfactory
(PTCA members walked out)

Welfare of children and women including desti-

tute women and children has received attention. The
Government proposes to set up a women Development
Corporation for promotion of income generating activities
among the women.
DEVELOPMENT OF HILL AREAS

The Government attaches priority to measures for
ensuring a speedy socio-economic development of the hill
areas through the various sectoral programmes. Steps are
being taken so that the on-going schemes are effectively
implemented, Attention is being given for improvement

I implementation through better coordination among the
different departments.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

The Government has announced the new Indus-
trial Policy which is directed towards removing the dis-
tortions of development in the past and prblnoting local
employment by encouraging the growth of all industries
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suited to the local conditions. The main objective is to
ensure balanced regional development through rapid pro-
motion of a host of small scale industries having high

employment potential. Due attention and priority has

been given to promoting and protecting the interests of
the local people in the Industrial Policy. Single window
clearance agency called “Udyog Sahayaks” has been
'introduced in the districts for expeditious and decentra-

lised provision of the industrial incentives
It has been planned to provide employment ave -
he various schemes to about 30,000 un-

88 against about 20,000 in the

. nues through t
~employed youths in 1987-
current year. Necessary infrastructural support by way of

industrial sheds, growth centres, commercial complexes,

raw-material depots; quality control centres and common

facility service centres arc being provided for to encoura-

ge and assist the small scale sectors. ,

It has been the policy of the Government to
expedite the development of the Bongaigaon Refinery
and Petro-chemicals Ltd. {(B.R.P.L) down stream indus-
tries. Two polyester spinning mills, one of Assam State

Textile Corporation near Bijni and the other of Assam
Industrial Development Corporation (A.I.D.C.) at Nath-

kuchi have been commissioned. Assam Electronics Develop-
ment Corporation has signed a memorandum of under-

standing with the Indian Telephone Industries, Bangalore
for manufacture of two lakhs telephone sets and have

also taken effective steps on a number of major electro-
nics projects. In order to promote local entrepreneur-
ship for medium and large industries, Assam Industrial

e
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Development’Corporation has started 1implementing the
assisted sector schemes and 15 groups of technically and pro-
fessionally qualified local entrepreneurs have already been
promoted and another .22 groups identified. Under the
re-finance scheme of the Industrial Development Bank
of India (LD.B.L), Assam Industrial Development Cor-

poration would be providing finance to the extent of ru-
pees ten: crores during the current year and a target of

rupees twenty-five crores has been fixed for - 1987-88 for
promoting medium and large industries. It is expected
that in 1987-88 about ten thousand persons would be
provided direct empldyment through assisted sectors, joint
sectors, and the re-finance scheme of the Assam Ind_us-
trial Development Corparation.
HANDLOOM TEXTILE AND SERICULTURE

Handloom and textile is one of the main areas
of thrust to uplift the rural economy and create employ-
ment.  1986-87 has been taken up as the year of hanc-
loom modernisation ann it is proposed to modernise 3,000
handlooms. Through the various programmes it wil be
ensured that nearly 6,485 people would be benefited spe-
cially in the Tribal and Scheduled Caste areas. During
- 1987-88, the piogramme will be further stepped up to
ensure employment potential, both - direct and indirect,
for about 19,(00 people. With the commissioning of the
polyester spinning mills, the powerloom sector receives
a boost for extension and modernisation. Steps are be-

ing taken for qualitative improvement of the traditional
handloom weaving industry also.

Sericulture is of the main agro-based cottage in-
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dustries of Assam and the Government has already id-
entified about 1.15 lakh sericulturist families to whom
various extension services such as training, supply of raw-
materials and other inputs and marketing facilities are
being taken to disseminate information about modernisa-
tion and up-to-date technical know-how . to such families.
It is proposed to establish one College of Sericultural

Science and Central and District Research Units.
KHADI & VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

The manifold ‘activities of the State Khadiand
Village Industries Board have had their impact on the
rural economy and self-employment. During 1986-87 about
one lakh persons are estimated to have been benefited.

An equal mumber is expected to be benefited in 1987-88.
FOREST

The Government has been applying itself to the
basic task of conservation and planned augmentation ' of
the forst cover which faced denudation in the past. The
Government is maintaining a judicious balance between
minimum exploitation of forest resourccs whcih is unavoi-
dable for meeting the needs of the common people and
conservation and regeneration. ‘tress has been laid on
the preservation of wild life and its better management
including care to provide protection to the indigenous

species of wild life. The Government of India has alrea-

dy approved the central sector scheme “Rhino Conser-
vation”. The problem of encroachment in the forests
has also been engaging the attention of the Government.
For effective protection of the forest the Forest Protection
Force Bill has been passed which is now awaiting President’s

B
.f‘l‘\
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assent.
SOIL CONSERVATION

The Government has been giving emphasis on
the implementation of the on-going schemes and on inves-
tigation and research. In the hill areas, the Government
has taken up programmes such as protective forest cover,
cash crop development, coffee and rubber plantation and
works on water-shed menagement.

CO-OPERATION

In order to streamline the administration and for
increasing efficiency, the State Government has created six
zones with a Joint Registrar, Co-operative Societies to
head each zonme. The Nagaon Co-operative Sugar Mill
Ltd., Kampur has already been installed and is awaiting
trial run which is expected very soon. The Mill will
generate employment for 600 people. The three Spinn-

ing Mills in the Co-operative Sector of 25,000 spindles

capacity each, are in the process of installation. Consi-
derable progress has already been made for Assam Co-
operative Spinning Mill at Boitamari, Swahid Kushal
Konwar Samabay Sutakal near Golaghat and Assam Pol-
yester Co-operative Spinning Mill at Rangia. These Mills
will generate employment for about 2,000 people apart
from removing scarcity of yarn in the North Eastern
Region.
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

The State Government has taken sufficient and
adequate preventive steps for controlling the severe mala-
ria epidemic which broke out in the State during 1986.
Effective mzasures were taken towards medical relief for
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the floods. In order to provide improved services to
the poor people suffering from Cancer, the Dr. B. Barua
Cancer Institute has been tékcn over by the Government
and it is proposed to expand it with modern equipments.
The State Government also proposes to ‘establish a Viro-
logy Centre in the State in view of frequent occurrence
of diseases like encepa]itisl and malaria in the State.

' WATER SUPPLY

The Government has placed considerable empha-
sis on provision of drinking water supply in the rural
areas. During 1986-87 upto January, 1987, 1,037 villages
have been provided with drinking water supply facilities.
For 1987-88 the urban sector, water supply scheme in
two towns are expected to be completed before close of

the year 1986-87.
FLOOD CONTROL
The problem of flood erosion and drainage has

become more and more complex in the Brahmaputra valley
due to the peculiar topographical characteristics and in-
tense activities of the South West monsoon in the North
Eastern Region. Various schemes have been taken up
for the flood protection works but due to - fund cons-
traints it has not been posssible to complete the on-going
schemes and the new works that become inevitable after
each flood. Construction of storage reservoirs under pro-
jects like Subansiri Dam Project, Siang Dam Project and
Barak Dam Project can ease the flood problem of the
State to a great extent. Inadequate central assistance
has been a constraint in flood control works and 'the
Sfate Government has taken up the matter with the Cen-

A

- ‘L‘::



March 2 -Governor’s Address 15

tral Government.
FOOD AND CIVIL SUPPLIES
- There has been intense pressure on the price le-
vel of essential commodities in the recent past basically
due to the fact that 'lh_esc commodities are procured from

outside the State. Due and firm steps have been taken
- by the Government to maintain the price level as well
as to énsure adequate supply of essential commodities
within the State. The Government of India has been
moved for providing allocation of food grams on the ba-
sis of need based requirement of the State . STATFED
has arranged for the supply of rice edible oils and pul-
ses through the retail outletets. All steps would be taken
by the Governmcnt in ensuring that the people have ad-
equate access to essential commodities at reasonable
pricé.
: - REVENUE RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

Various land reforms measures have been under-

taken by the Government on a priority basis. For develop-

ment of the Char areas, the Government proposes to
| take up a scheme for the survey of the Char areas du-
2 ring 1987-88. Cadastral survey is also being undertaken

under the tribal sub-plan programme in Jonai, Dhemaji
and Sadiya Sub-Divisions. To generate awareness among
the people about the land reforms measures adopted by
the Government, steps have been taken for publ.icit}' throu-
¢ gh exhibition, seminars and the media. It is proposed
to. start the operation of the acquisition and confirma-
tion of ownership rights' of the tenants under Chapter VI
of the Assam Temporary Settled Areas Act, 1971 in Jor-

EEEEEEEE—
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hat, Sibsagar and Golaghai Sub-Divisions initially which
will be svbsequently extended to other districts of Assam
in a phased manner. During 1986-87 about ten thous-
and families will be benefited by the Mjnimum Needs
Programme house site schemes and another fourteen tho-
usand families are proposed to be covered during 1987-88.

The question of bringing up a legislation prohi-
biting transfer of agricultural land to non agricultural
uses is under contemplation of the Government in order
to protect the agricultural holdings the of agriculturists.
Meanwhile, the Government has issued executive order
prohibiting such transfer without specific permission from
the concerned Deputy Commissioners/Sub-Divisional Offi-
As regards relief and rehabilitation work, effective
and satisfactory relief and rehabilitation measures were
undertaken during the draughts and the floods. Measureg
undertaken for agricultural programme after the floods

cers.

also were satisfactory.

TRANSPORT

The main object of the transport planning has
been to provide transport and infrastructural facilities
extencing to the remote and backward areas of the rc-
mote and backward areas of the State. A qualitative
transformation will come up in the transportation sector
with the opening up of the Bhomoraguri Bridge between
Tezpur and Silghat and all measures are being taken to
meet the additional requirement in that sector. Steps
have also been taken for developmedt of Inland Trsns-

port.
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TOURISM

The main “thrust in' the tourism sector has bee

to - provide infrastuctural facilities for the tourists by way
of tourist lodges, pilgrim lodges ‘and transport facilities.
A picnic cottage at Chandhubi and a tourist

lodge af
Silchar have already been completed.

Schemes have been
taken up for construction of tourist lodges in Guwabhati,

Jorhat and Nagaon. 'An additional tourist lodge at
Sibsagar ‘and pilgrim cottage at Sadiya ‘are also proposed.
Various sight seeing ‘tourist programmes have already been
introduced. 1In order to boost upthe flow of tourists
to Assam, the 'State '‘Govérnment has already moved the
Government of India for relaxation in respect of Restric:
ted Area Permit.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

During the current year 450 k.m. of surfaced road
are expected to be completed .under Rural Minimum Need:
Programme. Under programmes other than Minimum
Needs Programme, 160 kms. .of surfaced road are expec
ted -to be constructed. There isalso a plan for anothe
150 k. m. of road ‘under ‘these programmes. Under th
rural road Programme it is expected to connect 37

villages by road during the year. As regards hill areas

42 km. of surfaced woad and 142 km: of unsurfaced roa:
are expected to be constructed during the year 1986-8

About ‘85 villages will be connected to the main road
during 1986-87.
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PO WER

In order to improve the availability of power in -

the State, the Government is taking effective steps for
renovation and modernisation of the old projects as well
as timely execution of all on-going projects. A scheme
has been proposed for the improvement and augmenta-
tion of power supply in greater Guwahati area. The
target set up for 1986-87 of installed capacity for 60 M.W.
at Bongaigaon Thermal Power Station and 15 M.W. at
Lakwa Thermal Power Station has already been achieved.
It is proposed to add another 30 M. W. at Chandrapur
Thermal Power Station and a further 100 M. W. under
Karbi Langpi Hydro electric Project during 1987-88. During
1986-87 upto 3lst March 1987, 993 villages have been
electrified. The Government proposes to expand rural
electrification during 1987-88 to cover another 2, 185 viila-
ges, including 537 tribal villages.
GEOLOGY & MINING

Emphasis has been laid by the Government on

the intensive exploration of various mineral resources.

A long term programme profile has been drawn up for
the development of natural mineral resources such as

limestone.

JUDICIAL

In order to bring the administration of justice
closer to the people, courts of sub-divisional Judicial magis-
trates have been established at Udalguri, Biswanath Chariali,
Rangia and Jonai. A court of district judge has been

Koy >

S
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set up at Nalbari. Separate sessions divisions have been
constituted for Nalbari, Kamrup, Kokrajhar and Dhubri.
A new Court of Assistant District and Session’s Judge
has been established at Mangaldoi. The State Government
has also finalised a scheme for translation of the Central
Laws into Assamese. :
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT

Measures have been taken for popularising scie-
nce and technology programmes through exhibition, semi-
nar etc.. An Eastern India Science Camp and Fair was
held at Guwahati in February, 1987. A Computer Centre
has been established by the Assam Science Society which
~ has become functional during. 1986-87. A Regional Scie-
nce Centre has been established. A planetorium for po-

pularising of science will be established at Guwahati. Me-
asures are being ‘taken for ensuring that ‘écological and
environmental balances are maintained in the develop-
ment process. - :

The Board for Prevention and Control of Water
and Air Pollution. Assam has been pursuing the imple-
mentation of the Water pollution Act of 1981. The Go-
vernment proposes to introduce impleméntation of Air
Act. 1981 through the Board curing 1987-88.

The State Government has decided to establish
the: second Veterinary College. Special attention is being
given on training and motivation of the rural educated

unemployed for self employment. Steps

are being taken
to extend the coverage of the cross bree

ding programmes.
The Government is making efforts to expand the produc-

tion of quality fish seed in the State by provision of
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additional infrastructural facilities. The natural fisheries
are proposed to be developed under the scheme “World
Food Programme”. Steps have been taken for the
optimum utilisation of the water areas under the
Social Fisheries Training Schemie. A Regional Fisheries
Training Institute has been established at Amranga.
The establishment of a college of fishery science at
at Raha under the Agricultural University has been taken
up. :
URBAN DEVELOPMENT ‘

Master plans are being prepared for Kokrajhar,

Karimganj and Mangaldoi districts during 1986-87. Vari-

ous developmental schemes including resectioning of Bha-
ralu river are being undertaken in Guwahati to deal with

the problem of water logging. High velocity power pumps
are already installed to pump out excess water from Bha-
ralu into Brahmaptra. An additional drinking water supply
scheme for Guwahati to cover Zoo Road areas drawn up
earlier has been taken up for implementation.

Four Development Authorities at Jorhat, Nagaon,
Tezpur and Dibrugarh have been cormstitued. Construction
of a modern market complex, a.bus terminus and a truck
terminus at Guwahati are under process. Under the sche-
me of integrated Development of Small and Medium To-

 wns, developmental work have already beer completed
in 12 towns.

EDUCATION (GENERAL)
The Government has laid stress on the national
policy of universalisation of elementary education. A
scheme to construct additional elementary school buildings
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has been taken up. Under the new education policy
of 1986, the national programme of in-service trai-
ning of teachers has been implemented. Orientation courses
are ‘also being undertaken for elementary and secondary
school teachers. It is decided to expand the adult edu-
cation programme by opening 12 new projects. In order
to encourage gradual introduction of various tribal langua-
ges for elementary education, the Government has decided
to introduce Rabha ]ahguage in Assamese script in the
Primary Schools having cent percent Rabha students.. The

State Government has also decided to construct an addi-
tional museum building.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION

In the context of the emphasis on computer edu-
cation in the New Education Policy of the Government
of India, the State Government has decided to introduce
a degree course in Computer Science in the Jorhat Engi-
neering College. Courses on Television Servicing are being
introduced in the Polytechnics. :

~ SPORTS, CULTURE AND YOUTH

Assam being the abode of multiplicity of ethnic
groups, it is the endeavour of the Government to develop
the culture of each group through measures such as se-
tting up of cultural centres.
. The Government is taking steps to foster sports
In the State. It is proposed to set up a number of mini
Stadia  with facilities for regional coaching. Attention is
also  being given to the Youth Welfare Schemes.

POLICE

The Government has initiated steps for moccer
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nisation and improvment of basic facilities with a view

to improving the professional competence of police force.
Construction of residential guaiters for the subordinate
Police personnel and buildings for Police Stations has
been undertaken. It is proposed to raise three new police
battalions. iy
JAIL REFORMS
Recommendations of the Assam Jail Reforms Co-
mmission are being imp]emented in a phased manner.
PUBLICITY
It is the objective of the entire information net-

work in the State'to make people aware of the policies
and programmes of the.Government. The endeavour is
towards transmission = of the message of development to

every part of the State and also to project the State in

correct perspective in the rest of the country.

VIGILANCE
The Government lays great emphasis on clean
and efficient administration for which purpose the vigi-

lance organisation is being strengthened and greater atten-

tion is being paid to measures for checking corruption.

LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT
The Government is greatly concerned regarding

unemployment in the State and is making all efforts to

ecase this problem, particularly that of unemployment of
the educated youths. Emphasis is being given on main-
tenance of industrial peace. The welfare of the tea gar-
den employees and the agricultural labourers has received
attention of the Government. It is proposed to establish
four new Industrial Training Institutes including one Insti-

i\
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tute for Women and two new employment exchanges.
ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS AND TRAINING

For more effective implementation of Government
policies and programmes, four new administrative depart-
ments were created during the current Year. New training
programmes like Orientation Course of I. A. S. Probati-
oners. Pre-examination Coaching Classes for Central Civil
Service Examinations have been introduced. The Govern-
ment has also implemented a scheme of grant upto Rupees
ten thousand in each case to facilitate further coaching of

those candidates who are successful in the preliminary
examinations. During 1987-88, the Government proposes to

establish Regional Training Centres at selected localities
of the State.
STRENGTHENING OF DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION _
The Government is paying attention to provision

of facilities such as construction of offices and residen-
tial quarters and subdivisions. It has been decided to set

Up a new Subdivision at Maibong in the N. C. Hills dis-
trict.

CHAR AREA DEVELOPMENT
The main thrust of the Assam Char Areas Develop-
ment Authority is to remove unevenness in development
of the Char Areas that cover an area of 2-39 lakh hec-
tares of land with a population of 1:04 million. Emp-
hasis has been given on Agriculture, Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary sectors besides providing drinking water faci-
lity through supply of hand tubewells.
I have briefly outlined some of the major poli-
cies and programmes and achievements of the Government
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which also indicate the future direction of development
for the State. The task of proper development of the State
with its peculiar problems and constraints can be achieved
only with the concerted efforts and active cooperation
of all sections of the population. I am sure that with

the guidance and cooperation of all the members of
this House who will be engaged in valuable delibera-

tions in the days ahead, the Government will be able
to move closer to its objective of building a prosperous
Assam with Unity, Peace and Progress.

I convey my best wishes for a fruitful and
constructive session.
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MOTION OF THANKS ON GOVERNOR’s ADDRESS

The Assembly reassembled at 1010 Hrs. after tea-
break with the Hon'ble Mr. Speaker, in the Chair.
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Shri Ardhendu Kumar Dey :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is
a point of order. As per provision of the Rules of Pro-

cedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
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Assembly, ‘“the Speaker shall, in consultation with the Lea-
der of the House and Business Advisory Committee, if
any, allot time necessay for the discussion of the matters
referred to in the Governor's Address”. This is accor-
ding to (1) of Rule 14 of the Rules of procedure and
Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly. Then,
sir, Rule (2) says that on such day or days or part of
any day, the House shall be at liberty to discuss the
matters referred to in such Address on a Motion of
Thanks moved by a member and seconded by another
member. Therefore, sir, Rule. 14 (1) should come first.

Shri S.R. Das Gupta :— Sir, according to Rules, 14 (1)
and (2) should come first.
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REPORT OF TBE BUSINESS ADVISCRY CCOMMITTEE

Mr. Speaker s— Now, report of the Business Advisory Cc-
mmittee. Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure
and  Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assem-
bly, T called two meetings of the Business Advisory Cc-
mmittee at 11 am on 2Ist February, 1987, and again at
10 am on 28th February, 1987, in my office chamber to
finalise the Calendar for the meetings of the Budget
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Session 1987. The Committes decided that the meetings
of the Budget Session commencing on and from 2nd
March, 1987 should continue till 10th April, 1987. There
will be altogether 28 working days out of which 25 days
- will be devoted for transaction of Govit. business and
3 days for transacting Private Members Business. Qut of

the 25 days allotted for Govt. Business, 5 days will be
devoted for debates on Governor’s address, 4 days will

be devoted for general discussion on the Budget, 10 days
for voting on Demands for Grants including the passing
of the Appropriation Bill relating to Budget and one day
each for discussion and passing of the Supplementary
Demands for Grants for 1986-87 and Excess Demands for
Grants and Excess Appropriations.

I may also inform the Hon. Members of the
House that though initially the presentation of Excess
Demands for Grants and Excess Appropriation was fixed
on Ath March, 1987, due to inability of the Press. to com-
plete the printing of relevant papers and documents as
reported by Government the Business Advisory Committee
approved the presentation of the same on 16th March,
1987, along with other business fixed for that day.

The Committee further decided that since the
Assam Legislative Assembly will complete 50 years on
7th April, 1987, there will be no meeting of the Assem-
bly on 7th and 8th April, 1987, for observing the 50th
Anniversary of the Assam Legislative Assembly.

Copies of the Calendar have already been circula-
ted amongst the Hon’ble Members of the House.

I hope this has the approval of the House.
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CONSTITUTION OF VARIOUS COMMITTEE
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LAYING OF ORDINANCES & RULES

Mr. Speaker g— Now Item No. 5. Shri Sahidu] Alam Chou-
dury please.

Shri Shanti Ranjan Das Gupta :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I raise
a point of order before the Ordinance is Iajd {(interrup-
tion).

Mr. Speaker :-~ The Hon’ble Minister in charge Munici-
pal Admn. wil] lay the ordinance first in the House.
Shri Shanti Ranjan Das Gupta :— Sir, T am raising the point

of order as per the Constitutional provision.

Mr Speaker ¢— Hon'ble Minister will please lay the Odinance.

(In the midst of protests from Shri S.R. Das Gupta, Hon.
Minister, Municipal Admn. started to speak. )
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Shri Sahidul Alam Choudhury (Minister) 3— Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to lay in the House the Guwahaii Municipal
Corporation (Amendment) Ordinance, 1987 (Assam Ordi-
n.nce No. 1 of 1937).

Mr. Speaker :— Now Item No. 6, Shri Brindabon Gowsami.

Shri Shanti Ranjan Das Gupta :— Sir, I raised the point of

order and that has to be heard first and unless it is I_le_ard
this will be a serious breach of constitutional provision.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar :— Mr. Speaker sir, his point
of order must be heard first and thisis as per the Rules
of Procedure.

Mr. Speaker :— Item No. 6.

(Amidst loud protests from Opposition Bench)
Shri Brindabon Goswami (Minister, Education) :— Sir, I beg

to lay the Assam Elementary Education (Provincialisation)
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1987 (Assam Ordinance No. II

of 1987) in the House.

Shir Altaf Hussain Mazumdar :— You cannot disallow the
raising of the point of order like that. This is the rule
(interruption).

Shri Golok Rajbanshi s— You, you cannot disallow the
point of order. It is the constitutional right of a Mem-

ber of the House (interruption)
Mr. Speaker :— | have said that this is as per the rule and

there is no breach of the rule here.
(voice—you cannot take away the right of the Members
in the House)

Shri Golok Rajrbanshi :— According to the Constitutional
provision, a Member can raise a point of order in (inter-

ruption)

b S
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Mr. Speaker :— You cannot raise the point of order now.
The agenda business is in progress, and this is as per
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of the
House. It is laying of an Ordinandce.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar :— But this is a point of
order. It is the Rule of the House.

Dr. Ardhendu Kumar Dey : - No Sir, you cannot disa-
llow a Member to raise a point of order in this manner.
(Shri Shanti Ranjan Das Gupta, Dr. Ardhendu Kumar
Dey, and some other Members of the Opposition contd.
to make loud protests)

Mr. Speaker :— Now Item No. 7—Shri Pradip Gogoi.

Shri Pradip Gogoi (Minister of State) :— Mr. Speaker Sir.
I beg to lay in the House the Assam Ministers’, Minis-
ters of State, and Deputy Ministers’ (Allowances & Pri-
vileges) Rules, 1987. :

Mr Speaker :— Next Item No 8, Minister of Power, Shri
Rajkhowa.

(amidst loud protests from Opposition Bench)
FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ASEB

Shri Lalit Chandra Rajkhowa (Minister) :— Sir, 1 beg to
lay the Annual Financial Statement for the year 1986-87
(Part T & II) of the Assam State Electricity Board.

Mr. Speaker :— Next Item No. 9, Shri Pradip Gogoi.
PROVISION FOR ELECTION OF TWO MEMBERS

Shri Pradip Gogoi (Minister. of State) — Mr. Speake. Sir,
consequent upon the amendment of Rule 260 B(1) of the

Rul?:s of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly the number of Members of the Co-

mmittee on Public Undertakings has been raised from
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‘Nine’ to ‘Eleven’. Now therefore this Assembly do elect
two Members of the Assembly in accordance with the
provision of the Rule 260 B(l) of the Rules of Proce-
dure & Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assem-
bly to the Committee on Public Undertakings. Under
Rule 194(3) of the Rules of Procedure the newly elec-
ted Members shall hold office for the remaining unexpi-

red period of the term of the Committee.
Mr. Speaker :— The Motion before the House is that cons-

equent upon the amendment of Rules 260 B (1) of the
Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly the number of Members of the Co-
mmittee on Public Undertakings has been raised from
‘Nine’ to ‘Eleven’. Now therefore, this Assembly do elect
two Members of the Assembly in accordance with the provi-
sion of the Rule 260 B(1) of the Rules of Procedure & Con-
duct of Business of Assam Legislative Assembly to the Com-
mittee on Public Undertakings. Under Rule 194 (3) of

the Rules of Procedure, the newly elected Members shall
hold office for the remaining unexpired period of the
term of the Committee.

(By voice vote the Motion was passed)
Mr. Speaker— Item 10, Shri Pradip Gogoi, minister.

Shri Pradip Gogoi (Minister of State) — Sir, consequent upon .

the amendment of Rule 242 (1) ) of the Rules of Proce-
dure & Conduts of Business in Assam Legislatlve Assem-
bly the aumber of Members of the Cemmittee on Public
Accounts has been raised from ‘Nine’ to ‘Eleven’. Now
therefore this Assembly do elect two maembers of the
Assembly in accordance with the provision of the Rule
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242(1) of the Rules of Procedure & Congduct of Busi-

ness in Assam Legislative Assembly to the Committee
on Public Accounts. Under Rule 194 (3) of the Rules of
Procedure the newly elected Members shall hold office
for the remaining unexpired period of the term of the
Committee.

Mr, Speaker—The Motion is that consequent upon the

amendment of Rule 242 (1) of the Rules of Procedure &
Conduct and Business in Assam Legislative Assembly the
the number of members of the Committee on Public
Accounts has been raised from ‘Nine’ to ‘Eleven’. Now
therefore this Assembly do elect two members of the
Assembly in accordance with the provision of the Rule
242(1) of the Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business
in Assam Legislative Assembly to the Committee on Public
Accounts. Under Rule 194(1) of the Rules of Procedure,
the newly elected Members shall hold office for the remai-
ning unexpired period of the term of the Commitiee.
(The Motion was passed by voice vote)
OBITUARY REFERENCES
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ADJOURNMENT
The House then rose and stood adjourned till 9
A.M. on 3rd March, 1987.
. Dispur ; : Dr, P.N, Hazarika
The 2nd March, 1987 Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly
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