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INTRODUCTION

1. I, Shri A. F. Golam Osmani, Chairman of the
Committee on Public Accounts, having been  authorised
to submit the Report, on thelr behalf, present this = Forty
Second Report of the Commiitee on Public Accounts on
the action taken or proposed to be taken by Government
on their 33rd Report relating to Forest Department.

2. The written Memorandum on actions  tiken or
proposed to be taken by Government Were considered
by the out going *Committee On Public Accounts of the
Eighth Assembly in its sitting hcld on 8th June, 1988.

3. The Committee has considered the draft report
and adopted the same in its sitting held on 14th Ocfober
1988.

4. The Committee places on records their appreciaticn
to the staineous works done by the outgoning Committce
on Public Accocnts in obtaining various records, information
and clarifications pertaining to the ‘Report. The Committee
also wishes to express their thanks to the representatives
of the Governmeat in the Forest Department for their
kind cooperation in furnishing the relevant information/
clarifications to the Committee,

A. F. GOLAM OSMANI],
DISPUR : Chajrman,
The 14th October 1988 Public Accounts Committee-

*ANNEXURE—I
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ANNEXURE- -1

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS

(Ist Committee 2Sth January 1986 to 28th July 1988)
CHAIRMAN :

1. Shri Abdul Mugtadir Choudhury.

MEMBERS :

2. Shri Joy Prakash Tewari.

3. Shri Sirajul Haque Choudhury
4. Shri Amritlal Basumatari.
5. Shri Rashidu] Haque.
6. Shri Binay Khungur Basumatari.
7. Shri Durga Das Boro.
* 8. Shri Gunin Hazarika,
* 9. Shri Ganesh Kutum.
*% 10. Shri Padma Nath Koiri.
*%* 11. Shri Abul Hussain Sarkar.
* Flected to the Committee with effect from 13th
August 1986.
B S

Elected to the Committee with effect from 10th
April, 1987.
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ANNEXURE—I (a)

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE ON
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

(1983-85)

CHAIRMAN :

1. Shri Hemen Das.
MEMBERS :

2. Shri Joy Chandra Bora.

3. Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary.

4. Dr. Tarini Mohan Barooah.

5. Shri Narad Komar,

6. Shri Dileswar Tanti.

7. Shri Sisir Ranjan Das.

8. Shri Danes Ali.

9. Shri Siraj Uddin,
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- ANNEXYRE-TI

ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR OF ASSAM FOREST
” "DEPAKTMENT : : MISC. BRANCH
NOTIFICATION
Dated Dispur,-the 27¢th April 1935

No. FRM. 16/85/10.—The Governor of Assam is
pleased to constitute a High Level Committee -with the
follwing members as desired by the P. A C.

The terms of reference of the Commitiee are :(—

1. To find out the reasons for the irregularities
committee as regards construction of Forest roads
by the Contractors entrusted for the purpose.

2. Had there been any lapse on the part of the
Departmental officials.

3. Any other matters the committee may consider
relevant for the purpose.

Members of the Committee -

1. Secretary, Forest TR RES Chairman.

2. Joing Secretary or Deputy Secretary, Member,
Finance. 4 :

3. Chief Conservator of Forest.(G), Member.
Assam. ¢

4. Financial Adviser, Forest Department. ... Member.

Sd/—K. K. Barua,
Secretary to the Government of Assam,
Forest Department.

Memo. No. FRM. 16/85/10-A, Dated Dispur, the
27th April 1985.

Copy to:
1. All Members,
2. Secretary to P. A. C. Assam Legislative Assembly,
Dispur.
3. The Chief Conservator of Forest (G), Assam,
Guwahati—S§.

By Order Etc.,
Sd/—
Under Secretary to the Government of Assam,
Forest Departme:t,
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ANNEXURE—III

REPORT OF THE HIGH LEVEL INQUIRY COMMITTEE
CONSTITUTED VIDE NOTIFICATION NO. FRM.
16/85/1C, DATED 27TH APRIL, 1985

The Public Accounts committee in the 33rd Report
prsented before  the House on  12th September 1984
recommended, interalia, as follows :

“The Committee, therefore, recommends that a high
level enquiry should be made to find out the reasons fOrI
not constiucting the road by the Department concerne
as well as by the contractor and for allotment of these
trees by  permits. being in  violation of the Send=t
System Rules of 1967, and the settlement of these trees oL
payment of royalty which resulted in a loss of revenue
Rs. 3>42—S\"0_ 1‘-‘1d. sumit the enquiry repoert to the €O armittee
tOgetl‘ei' with action taken by Governnent of the '{.-"_i‘chiﬂ three
months from the date of presentation of this Report 10
the House.”

2. Government vide Notification No. FRM. 16/85/10,
dated 27th April 1985 constituted a Committce consisting
of Secretary, Forests; as Chairman, Chief Conservator o
For:sts (G), Joint Secretary/Deputy Secretary, Finance an
Financial Adviser as Members accordingly.

3. It appears from records that the first sitting Wwas
scheduled to be held on 12th Saptember 1985 at 12 noon
i.e. about 5 months after the date of constitution ©
the Committce and after one year from the date O
presentation of the 33rd Report before the House.

ns taken
A ccounts
pI‘CSCIl'

4. Tt was stipulated that a report on actio
thereon are to be submitted before the Public
Committee within three months from the date of
tation of the 33rd Report before the House, 1. © by
12th December, 1984.
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5. Not only. the original time limit fixed had expired
but even the extended time for submission of the said
report also expired on the date on which Government
urmished a reply to the P. A. C. vide No. FRM. 30/
83/85, dated 4th September 1985.

6. During the period of 1986-87 and a part of 1988
the Public  Accounts Committee was engaged in re-
examining the audit paras on the basis of which the
the 33rd Report was presented before the House on 12th
September 1984.

7. The P. A. C. took up the 33rd Report of the
P.A.C. vide letter No. LAPAC.39/84/9036, dated 26th May
1922 and letter No. LAPAC. 39/86/10182, dated 28th June
198K.

§. The meeting of the High Level Committee
scheduled to be held on ]2th September 1985 did not
take place and the matter was not taken Uup at all for

a pretty long time,

9. 'The first sitting of the High level Committee
was however, held on 11th July 1988 at 12 fnoon gand
after detailed discussions - decided that two of the members,
namely,  Chief  Conservator of Forests (G) and the
Financial Adviser shall at once visit the site and make
an  on the-spot  inquiry. The Committee also obtained
reports from two other officers of the Forest Department
who were serving earlier in the area and the said reports,
dated 11th July 1988 are marked as exhibits ‘A’ and ‘B’

10. The spot inspection reports submitted by two
members deputed for the purpose, dated 19_Lh‘July 1988,
has been  received and marked as exhibit ‘C’ and was

duly examined in the next sitting held on 20th July 1988
at 12 noon.

1. The High TLevel Committee finds, from the
matcrials on record, (namely exhibits ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ and
the concerred file No. FRM. 16/85) that the road in
quastion was in fact constructed by the private_party

even though - the relevant measurement book is not
trac(‘.&lblc.

- T
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12. The Committee also fines that the rule as existed
at the relevant time were violated while making allotment
of trees at cheap rates.

13. The Committee also  of the opinion that ©o
further materials will be forthcoming at  this very late
stage and decided that this report may be submijtied to
the Public Accounts Committeec.

Sd-

Chairman,
Dated 22nd July 1988. High Level Committee.



