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Proceedings of the Third Session of the
Assembly, assembled und
of India Act, 1935

First Assam Legislative
er the provisions of the Government

The Assembly met al the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.m.

on Friday,
the 17th December, 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

Scheme for water supply within the Jorhat Municipality
Srijutr DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*96. Is Government aware that the Jorhat Municipality failed to supply
water during the last four winters consecutively ?

*97. (a) Isita fact that during the last visit of the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of Local Self-Government to the Jorhat Municipality, he promised to
depute Experts to examine the situation and submit proposals for efficient
water-supply ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table copy of the
Hon’ble Minister’s last inspection note of the Jorhat Municipal Board and
correspondence thereon if any ?

*98. Will Government be pleased to state whether
taken to give effect to any of his suggestions or promis

(6) Ifso, what ?

(¢) If not, why not ? .

*99. (a) Isita fact that the Chairman of the Jorhat Municipal Board
paid a visit to the Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Government in October
last in pursuance of a resolution of the Jorhat Municipal Board dated 24th
September, 1937 ?

(&) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state w
that the latter promised to send the Superintending Engi
discuss and settle the Jorhat water-works problem ?

#100. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Superintending Engineer came to Jorhat in the

1st week of November last and discussed anything regardin
Jorhat water-works problem ? g
(4) 1f so, what ?

(a) any step has been
es ?

hether itisa fact
neer to Jorhat to

Tue HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied ;

96.—Government are not aware that the Jothat N :
failed to supply water but are awarc that the existing wtiir;t:?-l:;aht}i S
'ainadcquatc to supply the needs of the town. UPPly system
7 SriJUT DEBESWﬁR 'S{%RIMAH': The question is g Government
are that the Jorhat u’x’n;:lpa ity failed to Supply water during® thelase
? Wr winters consccutively” ? I want the answer to that, Iy
i Tue HONBLE REY. ‘{:tj ¥ fgfl.e db{cICHOLS'ROY * I am aware of the fact
that the Jorhat Muncipality failed to supply wate, during the last winter.
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SR1JUT DEBESWAR S:ARMAH: Is Government aware that ‘he
Jorhat Municipality totally failed to supply water during the last jfour win-

ters ?

Tue How'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am not aware of

that. »
SrIJUT DEBESWAR SARMAH: Did the Hon’ble Minister enquire

about this during his last visit to Jorhat ?

Tre Hox'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I enquired about the
months of March, April and May.

SrIjUT DEBESWAR SARMAH : I want to know whether he enquired
about the fact that the Jorhat Municipality failed totally to supply water
during the last four winters ?

Tuae HoNBLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I did not enquire

about the last four winters. :
Mgr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is it not the duty of Gov-

ernment after the receipt of any question to enquire into the matter thorou-

2
ghlyTHE Hon’srE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Wedo so when it is
necessary, but I did not think it necessary to enquire whether during the last
four winters the Municipality failed to supply water.
Mgr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When the answer is that Gov-

ernment arc not aware, I think it is absolutely necessary to enquire into the

matter.
Tre How'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The question is whe-

ther Government are aware, and thereply is to that. It did not ask
Government to enquire into the matter, and we did not do so because we

did not find 1t necessary to enquire into the past.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Dces it not naturally follow that
when Government are not aware of any matter, there should be an enquiry ?
The grievance is there, and the question is there.

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Thatis a matter of

opinion, Sir. .
MR. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE - If it was not necessary, the
answer should have been worded differently. The answer given here is not

the proper answer.
Srjut SARVESWAR BARUA: Isthe Hon’ble Minister aware that
there have been complaints about this from the public of Jorhat ?

Tue Hox’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: T am aware of that.
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Did he make any enquiry into th®

matter ?

Tue HON'BLE Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I made enquiry about
Jast winter. I did not get any complaints about the failure in previous
winters.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Was there a partial fa;
during the last winter ? partial failure of supply

Tue Hon’sLE REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, there was
Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
97. (a)—No.

(6)—A copy of the Hon’ble Minister’s Inspzction report is laid on
the table. Govcriment cannot undertake to lay on the table official corres-
pondence arising from fnspection notes.
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INSPECTION NOTE
Note on the Jorhat Municipal Board.

I visited the office of the Jorhat Municipal Board on 22nd May
1037. Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali, m.L.A., Chairman of the Municipal
Board, was absent as he was called away to Dibrugarh on his professional
duty. The Vice-Chairman, Srijut J. N. Baruah, B.L., was present at
the office and gave me all the information I wanted.

2. The great question in this Municipality is the water-supply question.
During the month of April and the first part of May the tank of the catch-
ment area in which rain-water is stored for the supply of water to the whole
town for the whole year, became totally dry. The inhabitants had to draw
their water from a few tanks in the town. Most of the non-official gentle-
men who came to see me at the hours fixed for interviews spoke to me about
the complete failure of the Water-Works to supply water to the town. On
the 22nd May, 1937, at 8 a.m. a dcpu.tauon consisting of Srijut Nilmoni
Phukan (the spokesman of the deputation), Rai Bahadur Heramba Prasad
Barua, M.L.c.,, Dr. Abdul Hakim, Rai Sahib Sobha Ram Das, Maulavi
Ubedulla, Secretary, Anjuman-i-Islamia, and also Secretary, Rate-payers’
Association, and Mr. H. K. Roy, B.L., Assistint Secretary of the-Ratc-
payers’ Association discussed with me the question of water-supply in the
town. They were all pressing me to look into the question and quic_;}c]y
help the town out of the difficulty. They discussed with me the following
3 proposals, viz. :—

(i) the one proposed by the Superintendent of the Water-Works,
Gauhati, to draw water from the Bhogdoi River ;

(i) a tube-well scheme which might be prepared by an expert ;
(#15) a proposal to draw water by pipes from the Brahmaputra river
which is at a distance of 7 miles from Jorhat.

I went round the town with the Deputy Commissioner, Mr.' Goswami,
and also with the Vice-Chairman. I had discussions with them, anl wit),
several other gentlemen of the town, in regard to this matter,

Fortunately for the present as rain has been falling for the last
a certain amount of water has gathered in the tank of the catchment area,
and the town is getting supply but not enough, from the publ;
it appears thewe is not enough water running through the pipes.

3. The whole Water-Works scheme will have to be examineq by an
cxpert- The present plant cannot supply the whole town. It is po¢ big
enough even if there was a source from wh}ch water may be drawn. L
appears that the question of water-supply will have to be examineq and 2
proper scheme prepared by an expert. The present plant was set up when,
the town was small. Now the town has a population of aboyt 10,000, 4 d
perhaps a bigger plant is necessary or ansther overhead tank p 2 &l
be installed in order to suppfl'y water throughout the whole ¢y

4 erintendent o the.Gaulmn Water-Works prepared

4. The SuP n the Bhogdoi River, but many peag) e 8 scheme
to draw Water from FRs = e it b Se¢itlemen are against
drawine water from thklls river a;s in \\énlf::l xtG ccomes very shallow ;nd is

,. cheme was sent to Gover . V. an
2 sche vernment for examination,

not clean. That .sunderstanding it has bee

3 st & © € i 2lav L
but through som¢ . delayed.  The Board
Departmant)

Al Fa e - -

e “whether the ((;.)vmndmnt (Public Works

wanted to , g \

approve of the sche® bat the Lrovernment seem to think that the Board

ay have tq
Vi,

few daYs’ "

C taps,'as §
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wanted money only as a loan from the Government amounting to
about Rs. 15,000. The Beard may be and I think will be, able to rr(:tD the
money even by borrowing from private sources to finance ,thc watera—supply
scheme.

5. The present demand for water-tax is Rs. 17,185, and if the scheme
for water-works be good, it may be increased fo. OVe,I‘ Rs. 20,000. Th
Board will be able to pay the interest, as well as a certain amount of the loa ¢
from the water-tax every year. The whole question now is the source f?‘( Jn;
which the water is to be drawn. After this the scheme should be pre a?eld
te supply the whole town. It looks very clear to me that this town cgnnot
depend on rain-water only that will be collected in the tank in the
catchment area. This tank is not deep enough to tap the underground
water. There are several tanks in the town that are not dry even in the
drizst season and they give good water to the inhabitants. From these
tanks the inhabitants of Jorhat were drawing water when the tank from
which the Water-Works was getting its supply ran totally dry. These
tanks are :—

(1) The tank behind the old distillery and in freat of the Industrial
School ;

12) The old Ahom Rajas’ tank, and

{3) several other small tanks in the town.

I have mysclfseen these tanks. Many of the -gentlemen with whom I
discussed the matter thought that the water from these tanks was potable.
If the tank in the catchment arca be made deeper and wider it appears to
me that the question of the source of water-supply will be solved, but I was
told that there was a sort of a technical objection raised by a certain Public
Works Department Officer in former years which prevented the Board from
making this tank wider and deeper like the other tanks which are now
existing in the town.

6. I am told by several gentlemen that the level of the Bhogdoi
River is higher than some parts of the town of Jorhat. This shows that there
is a_water level underncath the town of Jorhat which can be reached by
digging this catchment area tank deeper than it is now. I want Secretary,
Local Self-Government, to get the opinion of the Public Works Department
in this regard.

7. 1 have sugzested to the Municipal Vice-Chairman to make a small
trial boving in a certain corner of the catchment area  tank until water is
reachad, and to send taat water to the Pasteur Institute for analysis, and to
sand also some bottles of the water from the old Ahom Rajas’ tank and
from the tank behind the old distillery. There has been some discussion

about the quality of this water, but this matter cannot be decided unless the
water is actually analysed  If it be found that the water from the well to be
dug inside the catchuent area, tank js not potable, or cannot be made
potable, then another scheme may be tried, i.e., a trial boring of a tube-well
to the depth of 200 to 300 feet. I was told that in the Desoi-Parbatia Tea
Company, Limited, at Duklungia, near Mariani, a tube-well was sunk to the
df:pLh_ oS about 398 feet and the water from it was first considered unfit for
drinking, but alterwards by a certain process, it has been made fit for human
consumption. My office in Shilicng will please write to the Manager of
that Company and enquire about this, and also regarding the cost of sinking
such a tube-well.  Mr. Nilmoni Phukan who came with the deputation as
their spokesman wrole to me that in 1928-29 the Assam  Qil Company
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engaged an Australian Geological Party to make a survey of scveral parts of
Assam and that Pacty made a survey of Jorhat town also. They carried on
boring operations close to the Jorhat Court House building in about 1911.
This Party lcft an claborate report with the Assam Qil Company giving
detailed information about water-bearing strata at different places. Scere-
tary, Local Sclf-Government, will please write to the Manager of the Assant
Oil Company asking him whether they possess any such record, and whether
they can supply us with the same.

8. I think Messrs. Scott and Saxby of 19 British India Strect, Calcutta,
are expert tube-well drillers. During my former Ministry I think we had
to deal with them in connection with a certain Municipality. We might
write to them and ask them whether they or any other tube-well drillers.
would be willing to come to Jorhat and make a trial boring on condition
that if water be found which is patable or which can be malde potable by
any process which they can guarantee, the Municipality will give them the
contract for the work. Public Works Department may also be asked to
examine the scheme that was prepared by L. M. Das, Superintendent of the
Gauhati Water-Works. That scheme is already in the possession of the
Public Works Department Secretariat at Shillong.

9. As this matter is very urgent my Local Scif-Government Office will
take up this matter IMMEDIATELY,

J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY,

22nd May 1937, Minister, Local Self-Government.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Did the Hon’ble Minister have a talk.
with the Vice-Chairman of the Municipality and other gentlemen of the:
town on the subject ? :

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. ] M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Sir. :

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Did he make a verbal promise. that
he would send an expert to examine the scheme drawn up by the Superinten-
dent of Gauhati Water-Works ?

Tue Hon’srLe Rev. J. J- M., NICHOLS-ROY : The scheme has already
been examined.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : What I wanted to know is whether
he made a promise to the gentlemen there, which he has conveniently forgot-
ten, that he would send an expert to examine the scheme,

Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: Idid not make any
promise to send an expert to Jorhat to examine the scheme.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Referring to his  inspection report

dated 22nd May 1937, why was the scheme submitted by the Superintendent -

of the Gauhati Water-Works delayed 2 Did he enquire into the matter 2

Tue Hon'sLe Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Siv, 1 enquired
into the matter. -

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Since then has the Hon’ble Minis-
ter had the scheme examined ?

THuE Hon’ere REV. J J M, NIGHOLS-ROY: YCS, Si[‘, the SChCInC.
has been approved since.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Whatare the further steps taken to
materialise this scheme ?

Tue How'sus Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY ;
under the questions that come alter. . |
inspection report, the 110 o that “as this matter is
urg%nt my Local’Self-Govm'rmﬂf:nt Dggetrt!mc? twill take up this matter im-
mediately”. Was it taken up immediately ?

I think that will come
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Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Sir.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : And what did they do ?

Tue Hox’sLE Rev. J. J. M NICHOLS-ROY: The replies to the
other questions of the hon. member will explain the matter.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: In that case may I request that the
other questions may now be taken up, Sir ?

Tue Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

98. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Administrative approval to the project prepared by the Board
has been given.
(¢) —Does not arise. )

99. (a)—The Chairman discussed the matter informally with the

Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Government.
(6)—No. . .
100.(a)—There was no discussion as the Superintending Engineer had
already given his opinion on the scheme.
(b)— Does not arise.

SryuT DEBESWAR SARMAH : Again referring to this inspection
report, does the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government think that this
water-works will be able to supply water to the people of Jorhat town this
winter ?

THeE Hon’BLE Rev., J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Well, Sir, we have
done what we can do from the stand point of Government. Whether the
scheme will be sufficient or not to supply water to the Jorhat Municipality
is a matter for experts and they say that it will be sufficient at least for the

resent.

: Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Paragraph 2 of the Inspection
Report says “The great question in this Municipality is the water-supply
question. During the month of April and the first part of May the tank
of the catchment area jn which rain-water is stored for the supply of water to
the whole town for the whole year, became totally dry”. In face of this,
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, during the last seven months
what steps were taken to sateguard against this contingency ?

Tue Hon’sie Reyv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have alrecady stated
that the scheme was prepared by the Superintendent of the Water-Works
at Gauhati. That scheme was prepared for the Municipal Board and it was

_ the duty of the Municipal Board to have the scheme examined by the Exe-
cutive Engineer. The scheme as examined by the Executive Engineer was
sent to Government and the Chief Engineer approvm_i of it. Then we have
given administrative approval to the scheme. That is so far as the duty of
the Government is concerned. And now it rests with the Municipal Board
to have the estimates prepared in detail and have the work undertaken.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Referring to paragraph 6 of the Ins.
pection Report “I want Secretary, Local Self-Government, to get the opinion
of the Public Works Department in this regard”- Did he get it, Sir ?

Tue HoN’BLE REv, J.J M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir, all that has
been done. Ty

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH : What was the opinion ?

Tue HoN’BLE Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have already stated
that the scheme was considered to be feasible.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: We are thankful to the Hon’ble
Minister in this respect that he took notice of the fact that this question is a
very important one to the Jorhat Municipal Board. Having admitted that,
[ want to know from him~ what was done by Government to saeguard
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this stoppage of water-supply this winter. I want to know, Sir, categorical-
ly what was done, one, two, three. If nothing was done let us have it -
frankly that nothing was done. "

THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : I have already stated
what was done. According to the Act, the Municipality should prepare the
s_cheme a'nd that scheme has to be prepared in consultation with the Execu-
tive Engineer and that has been done and the scheme has been sent to
Government and Government has given administrative sanction to it
and sent back to the Municipal Board. It is the Municipal Board that
should prepare details and undertake the work and Government has also
promised the Board to give them a loan.

Srijur DEBESWAR “ARMAH: Ofhow much ?

Tue Hon'sre Rev. ] 7. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I think Rs.15,000.

Kuan BAHADUR MauLavi KERAMAT ALI: Does the Hon’ble Minjs-
ter know that the scheme that was sent to Government was relerred to the
Executive Engineer at Jorhat for working out details and to see how
the scheme would work ?

Tue How’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have alrcady said
all that. As regards the last portion of the hon. member’s question about
sending the scheme to the Executive Engineer for detailed estimate, we
have not heard anything. Itis the duty of the Municipal Board to see to
1t.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: When can we expect the scheme to
materialise ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That will depend on the
Municipality. It is a self-governing body and I think the hon. member is
himself a member of the Board.

Sriyjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: I am not: that does not mattey,
May I know............

(At this stage Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali also stood u
tion and caught the eye of the Hon’ble Speaker.)

Tur Hox'sre THE SPEAKER : Khan Bahadur Keramat AJ; ma
put his question, 4y,

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of order, Sir
not finished my series of questions yet. But, Sir, are not the mémbers ¢
the House bound by the ruling of the Speaker given the other day that tlo
member who puts the question will be allowed to finish hig question ? he

KnuaN BAnapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALT :

question I wanted to ask was whether the money
Government for a loan ?

Tue How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY .
ment is willing to give a{ogn. ¥ e The Govern-

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Till the scl T
to understand that the people of Jorhat will have E)Hfl‘ae]ln;a;:e?}?lfscsa are we
for their water-supply ? S -XesolLICeS

Tue How'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY . That question is for

the Municipality to decide. It is a sclf-governing qu
dccide what they would do. g body and it is for them to

P to ask a ques-

I have

Iam helping you, The
has been sanctioned by
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Introduction of Assamese ‘as vernacular language in the Indra
Narayan Academy

~ SrIjuT PARAMANANDA DAS asked :

. *101..Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the students’ conference
held at Abhoyapuri in last October, under the presidency of Mr. Amj ad
Ali, M.L.A., resolutions were passed asking the authorities of the Indra Nara-
yan Academy, to introduce Assamesc as vernacular language in the said
Academy ?

¥102. Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take steps, so that the said
resolutions may be acted upon, in the coming school session ?

¥103. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in almost all primary schools,
which feed the said Academy teaching is imparted in the Assamese langu-

age ?

--l_T‘irlE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

101.—Yes.
’ 102.—No. Government cannot interfere in this matter with the deci-
sion of the authorities of this High School which is an unaided institution.
103.—Government have no information, but have called for a report.

Srijur BELIRAM DAS: Has the Hon’ble Minister received a copy
of the resolution and also a copy of the Presidential address delivered at the

Students’ Conference ? -
Tue HoNBLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I have alrcady answered that queston. )
Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Questions 102 and 103 will also be
read and taken together. £ ’
Srgur BELIRAM DAS :  As regards question 101, what steps, if any,

have been taken to give cffect to that resolution ?
en en to give cffect to ABU NASR MD.

Tae HonBLE SuaMs-uL-ULAMA MAULANA
u=stion 102.

WAHEED : I have already answered that in q
May 1 know how many

% Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMFD s
ssamese teachers there are in that school ?
Tue HonBLE Suams-UL-ULAMA Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I cannot say off hand. - ! :
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Isitan aided one, Sir ? :
Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
nswer is already there, Sir.
& THE I‘ION’BEE SuaMs-UL-UrLamMa MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
1 have replied to that question already that itis an unaided school and the
decision lies with the authorities of the institution.
KxaN Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALL: Does he say that it is
not already controlled by Government ?
Tre HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
In what respect ?
KuaN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALIL: Inspection ?
Tre Howsie Smams.uL-Urama Maurana ABU NAS MD.
WAHEED : Yes, inspection is there. ,
MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What does the Hon’ble
Minister mean by authority ?



THe HoONBLE  Suams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : The Managing Committee.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Has the School Committee
anything to do with it ?

THe  HoONBLE = Smams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED: The School Committee has nothing to do.

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What is the rule when they
go ou inspection ?

THE HoNBLE Smams-tr-Urama MaurLana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : T have already said that the School Committee has nothing to
do with this portion.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Am I to take it, that this
Government has absolutely no control over this Academy ?

THE  HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I have already replied.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Th
question. I want to know whether this Governmetr
this institution ?

Tt = HoN'BLE  SmAMS-UL-Urama Mautana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : T have alreadv said that so far as recognition is concerned,
Government has control.  But as regards the decision of the Managing
Committee in its internal administration, Governmeat has no control.

MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is teaching of vernacular a
matter of internal adminitration ?

Tue HoN’sLe Suawms-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : Yes.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA :  Who gave recognition to this school ?

THE How’BLE SHams-uL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : The Education Department.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Did they not make enquiry as to the
needs of these feeder schoo!s at the time of giving recognition t» the school ?

Tue Hon’eLE SHams-UL-Urama Mavrana ABU 2 NASR  MD.
WAHEED : This institution is directly fed by several schools which teach
Bengali.

gSR!_]UT SARVESWAR BARUA: Did it not octur to Goverment to
consider the needs of the other nine schools in which Assamese is the
medium-of instruction ?

Tue Hon’sLE Suams-UL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : These schools do not directly feed the Academy.

MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What is the meaning of the

‘directly feeding’?

tcrmTHE }YION’BLEg Suams-uL-UramMa  Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Those schools are in the locality surrounding the institution.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The answer is not audible.
What does the Hon’ble Minister mean by ‘directly feeding’?

ToHE HoN’BLE  Swams-ur-Urama  Maurana  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : ‘Directly feeding’ means feeding the locality.

MAULAVI MUH_A MMAD AMJAD ALI:
which do not feed directly ?

T ON’BLE SHAMS-UL-U'LAL!A' Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: As I have already said, it is for the Managing Committee to

2 tters.
go into thes® BIUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

Sir,

at is no reply to my
1t has any control over

Are there not some schools

The answer is not givens
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: Tur Hov'sLe Tue SPEAKER : What can I do if the answer is not
given.

Tue Hon’sre Suams-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : It is for the .Managing Committee or the authorities of the
school to see what provision should be made for those schools which do not
directly feed.

Mauvravt MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Whatis the tone and spirit
regarding vernacular of that school ?

Tur Hon’ere THE SPEAKER :  Will the hon. member further explain ?

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AN JAD A{_.I :l :}Nhethcr Assamese or
whether Bengali is the tone and spirit of that school ¢

Tue HonBLe Suams-uL-UramMa  MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I am not aware of the tone and spirit of that school.

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: In what year

this particular Academy was started ?
Tue Hox’nLE SI};.«\_\I?-UL-ULAI\IA Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: I am not aware of that. I want notice. ) .

Srijur RUPNATH BRAHMA : Do Government admit that there is
a demand for introduction of Assamese in this school ?

THE Howpre Smasms-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: As I said it is with the authoritics of the institution.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Do Government admit
that this school is not an Assamese school ?

THE Iox'sL: Spavs-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU  NASR MD.
WAHEED : It might be an Assamese school in the sense that it is in the
Assam Valley. ——

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: When it is an Assamesc
school, do Government admit that Assamcse ought to be the language of

that school ? :
Tur How'sre Smawsur-Upasa Maurana ABU 'NASR MD
ich the institutions are situat-

VgAHEED: That lies with the localities in wh
ed.
MaurLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In answer to question 103,
the Hon’ble Minister has replied that there are at least ten Assamese schools
which are indirectly feeding this school. Do not the students of those
schools find difficulty when they enter this school to read Bengali ?

Tue Hon’sie Suams-urL-Urama MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I have already replied that most of the schools teach Assamese.
The nine schools which directly feed the Academy teach Bengall. 4=

Mauravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister

please state if he has received any representation from the guardians of the
that particular school ?

oys demanding the introduction of Assamese 1t :
L THE HON’ELE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir,
I wil reply on behalf of Government. If there 1s a dem?.nd from the guar-
dians of the boys for teaching through the Assamese medium, we will consi-
der that question. : [ L

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : will the Hon ble Chief Mmls.tcr
please statc what is the policy of Government apart from the application
of the guardians ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip  SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
In all Government schools of the Assam Valley, provision 18 made for teach-
ing through Assamese and when there is a big number of Bengali .130}'5, pro-
vision is also made for teaching through Bengali. This practice is followed
in the aided schools also. This particular institution is an “unaided one
and has no direct connection with Government. The institution was recog-
nised by the Department long ago and the present Government had no

B T
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hand in the maiter. Before the resolution that was passed in the meeting

presided over by my friend Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali, m.L A., this Go-
vernment did not know that there is a demand for teaching in Assamese in

t}:mt school. I\\.Toy: on an enquiry we find that nine primary schools which
directly feed this institution teach through the medium of Bengali. But there
are a Iaa:gcr number of primary schools in that locality which teach through
the medium of Assamese. So if the guardians of the students of these pri-
mary schoels, where the medium of instruction s Assamnese, represent to
Government that they desire that their boys who have been taught in
Assamcsc in the primary school should have facilities to read through the
medium o Assamese in that school, we shall consider the matter.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Do not Government consider the
resolution sufficient for the purpose ?

Tue HoNBLE Mavrav: Sarvic Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes. At the same time there may be a demand from some guardians who
wish that the provision for teaching their boys through the medium of
Bengali should be continued. We cannot object to that.

Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know what is the num-
ber of students both Assamese and Bengali in that school ?

THe HonNBLE MavurAvi Saivip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
That was not enquired into.

Kuan Banapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Isit the policy of
Government to tcach the Assamese boys through Assamese ?

THE HoNBLE Mauravi Sarvip’ S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have already answered that.

Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA : As the question is up before the
House, will the Hon’ble Minister please enquire about the number of
students both Assamese and Bengali reading in that school ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavuravr Sarvip SikR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Yes.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What is the future policy of
the present Government on this school ? :

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip StR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There is no future policy or present policy, there is one policy. Where we
know definitely that the students want to be taught through the medium of
Assamese, we provide for Assamt‘:.sc there and where we find that there is a
large number of students wanting {facilities for instruction through the
wmedium of Bengali we provide for that also.

Re Cattle Census Work

Sriyjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

*104. Will Government be pleased fo state the reasons why the cattle
census work was not done in Assam while it was done in g]] other previnces

last year ?

Tue HON’BLE MauLavi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

104.—A census of cattle is made quinquennja]

g : ; - Y all over India and in
accordance with 1nstr1:c;11?ﬂ51;iim}’°d _{“’_W the Government of India the last
("iuinqucnma.l census Lo : P : T‘ll f Ssam in 1933, Government are not
aware that there was a census of cattle in othey Provirides [ast vasd
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MauvrLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know what is the utility of

]
e e Maviavt MD. ALY HATDARKHAN ;- Toloraesito get

an idea of how many cattle we have. A eensusis made quinquennially.
Inspector of Motor Vehicles

Krran Saus Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
®105. (a) Isit a fact that the present Inspector of Motor Vehicles has
no Motor-Engineering qualification at his credit ™ :
(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state why he was selected
for a job ?
T]HE Hon’srLe Mauravr Sarvip Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
zeplied :
105. (a)—Ne.
(5)—Does not arise.

—

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,
UNSTARRED SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

Release of Srijut Hiranya Kumar Bose of Dhubri
Srijur PARAMANANDA DAS asked :

1. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(¢) Whether Srijut Hiranya Kumar Bose of Dhubri has beer
released from. detention by the Bengal Government ?
(8). If not, does the Hon’ble Chief Minister propose: to.take steps:

so that he may be set at liberty by the Bengal Government
at an early date ?

].T;m Hon’BLE MAvravi Samvin  Sir: MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.
replied :

1. (a)—Yes.
(&)—Does not arise.

Basy KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Has Srijut Hiranya Kumar Bose.
geturned to Dhubri now ?

THE HoN’BLE MauLAvi  Sarvip  Sm MUBAMMAD SAADULLA a
I am not aware of the whereabouts of that gentlemnn..

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Is he lying in some hospital ?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Satyio Si. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
T have absolutely no information. s

Sryur BELI RAM DAS : Will the Hon’ble: Minister make enquiries,
into the matter ?

THE HonN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1 see no reason for that. The gentleman was a detenu and detained by the
Bengal Government. I understand that he has already been released by the
Bengal Government,

: ;;SRIJUT SARVESWAR BARUA : May we know when he was arrests
ed ¢

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sz MUHAMMAD. SAADULLA: ;.
1 have no informagion.

R
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Assam Road Programme

Mr. W. R. FAULL asked -

2. Will Government please state whether—
(a) the Assam Road Programme has been discussed by the
...Standing Committee for Roads ?
(b) if so, with what result ?

- ].T(;{E HoN'sLe Mavtavi Sarvie S,e MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
plied :

; 2. (7) and (b)—Government have no information. No communica-
tion has yet been received from the Government of India on the subject.

MR. W. R. FAULL: May I enquire if there was a meeting of the
Standing Committee for roads in September ?

Tre HoN'sLe Mauravi Sarvie S, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Thcrctmay have been. I will take the statement of the hon. member as
correct.

Mr. W. R. FAULL. Is there any reason why the Assam Road pro-
gramme was not discussed in the September meeting ?

Tae HoN'BLE MAuLavr Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I cannot say. ;

Mr. W. R. FAULL : When the road programme was discussed by
the Communications Board, and when it received the blessing of this House,
were we not given te understand that the short time given forjconsideration
was duc to the necessity for getting the programme before the Gommittee
at the September sitting ?

Tue HoNn’BLE MQULAVI Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes; Sirl. I admit that in September there was a meeting of the Advisory
Council.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know what steps
Government have taken ?

Tue HoN'BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
X do not think we have taken any further step. We have submitted our
case to the Council. ‘

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Have the Local Govern-
ment already received the sanction of the Council ?

Tue HoN'BLE MaAuravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir. —

" Maviavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Has Government
enquired ?

UTue Howsie Maviavi Sary S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Chief Engineer is at Delhi just now and he is doing his best.

Mr. W. R. FAULL : Wi]] the Hon’ble Chief Minister take steps to
ensure that in future the Road Programme will be submitted to the mem-
bers of the Board at least two months before the Board is due to sit, in order
that they may,be In a position to give a considered opinion ?

Tue HON'BLE Mauravi Saryip S;k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does that question arise, Sir?

Tue HONBLE THE SPEAKER : Of course it does not directly arise.

Tae HoN'BLE  Mauravi Satvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Very well, 1 will consider the suggestion in due time. ‘
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Persomnel of the Assam Text-Book Committee
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

135. Do Government propose to consider the desirability of constituting
the committee by election and to take such steps as to change the rules if
any so that members are elected from amongst those in the Legislature ?

Tute Hon’sLE Suams-UL-Urama MavuLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : . .

135.—The Text-Book Committee consists of 1¢ official and 10 non-
official members. Government see no reason why, in future, the Asscn.}bly
should not elect the non-cfficial members as vacancies occur if there 1s 2
general desire that this should be done.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know whether Govern-
ment will take steps or initiative to constitute the  Text-Book Committee by
election from the Legislative Assembly ?

TaHE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama MavurLasa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
As I have already said as faras non-official members are concerned, Go-
vernment see no .rcason why in future the Assembly should not elect nom-
official members as vacaneies occur.

Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Whether Government will
take the initiative or it should come from the members of this House ?

Trae HonN'BLE SHAMsS-UL-UrLama MauLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
The Director of Public Instruction has already recommended this and Go-
vernment is considering.

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHU RI: _IS : Govgern-~
ment prepared to constitute the Board with a non-official majority ?

Tue Hox BLE SHAMs-urL-Urama MauLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:

We have not considered the question as yet, Sir.

Hawars of the Pargana Pyaingocl
Mavrav: Mp. ABDUS SALAM asked :

136. Are Government aware of the fact : i

(a) that some ‘Hawars' of the western part of Pargana Pyaingool
in the Jaintia Parganas have been turned into very large
and deep watery lands having 9 or 10 feet water even in the
winter season ? .

{b) that there were no such large watery lands i these pl_acc?s
even at the time of the last re-settlement of the Jaintia
Parganas ?

(¢) that those watery lands are of recent origin caused by'lﬂ-lg
river Pyain near Companyganj Dak Bungalow, bemgﬂ stite
up with sand hrought down by the river Noagang HOWINg
from Bhulaganj ?

(d) that the water cannot go out of thesaid Hawars due ttlo Wal.]c;
of passages and canals and remains stored up 1 the said
ter all the year

Hawars and thus vast areas remain under wa
round ?
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(¢) that the vast grazing land belonging to the above locality
remains under water throughout the year ?

(f) that the forest mahals in and surrounding the watery lands
are gradually going to be extinguished, causing harm and
distress to the local people in respect of their cattle fodder
and of firewood, etc., for their bonafids use ?

137. If the answers to the above qusstions are in the negative do Gov-
ernment propose to make a thorough enquiry into the matter and take imme-=

diate necessary steps in the matter for the well being of the people concern-
ed ?

Tae HoNsLe Mauravi Savip Siz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

136. (a)—The “Hawars’ ars water containin
contain water nine or ten feet deep.

(6)—This must necessarily be a matter of opinion as no records
are available to prove or disprove the assumption.

(e)—Government have no reason to believe that the “Hawars”’ are
of recent formation,

(d)—Without invest
say if thisis correct or not

(e)—No. Much land in Sylhet goes under water during the rains

due to the locality being low lying but grazing land does not remain under
water throughout the year,

g areas and some may

igation on an extensive scale it is impossible to

(f)—Government do not anticipate any such calamity.

Bapu HARENDRA NARAVAN CHAUDHURI : The question was
for elucidating information about certain hiors of the Jaintia Parganas.
The answer is a general definition of faors. How is that, Sir ?

Tue How’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Siz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
What else can I say, Sir » The question was whether certain /qgors are 9
or 10 feet deep. The Public Works Department have not.measured the
depth. There may be some faors of particular depth. It is unfortunate,
Sir, I cannot hear one single word from that corner.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: The proper answer
would have been, ves or no. The definition is also incorrect.

Tue HON'BLE MaAuLavi Saivio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
That is a matter of opinion.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI :
fact.

Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI Satvip S;r MUHA
do not think it is a question of fact.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Definition from which
geography ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAur.avy

! Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAAD :
definition has been given from my personal knowledge. g

It is a question of

MMAD SAADULLA: I

Tue HONBLE Mauravi Saryvm Sik. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
137.—No such enquiry can be made at present.

Department is possible in the future the question ol drain
ollicr areas subiccted to floods will be investigated.

If an Irrigation
age of this and
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Resolution passed by the Nowgong Mouzadars’ Association
Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA asked:

138. Will Government please state if they received a copy of the resolu-
tion forwarded to Government on the 25th October 1937, by the Nowgong
Mouzadars’ Association ?

139. Do Government proposeé to take early steps to give effect to the
resolution ?

Tue Hon’sre Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

138.—As the subject matter of the resolution in question has not been
mentioned it has not been possible to trace whether it was received or not.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Cannot Government come
to a definite understanding as to what it contains by going through a copy
of the resolution ?

Tue Hownre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We
have not been able to trace this resolution.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: One copy of the resolution was
submitted to the Hon’ble Minister when he visited Nowgong. Does the
Hon’ble Minister find it difficult to find it from his papers ?

Tue Hox'sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It has
not been possible to trace it. Will the hon. member say whether it was
sent by registered post ?

- Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: It was handed over to the
Hon’ble Minister there. ;

Tue Hon'sie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Who
handed it over to me ? I do not remember to have got it.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: It was submitted by the Mau-
zadars’ Association. I cannot give the name.

Mz. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Wasit sent in a peon book ?

(No reply).
True Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

139.—Does not arise.

Posts in the Assam Educational Service
Mavravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :

140. Will Government be pleased to state how many posts there are in
all, in the Assam Educational Service and how many of them excepting those
for Moslem Education, have up till now, gone to the Moslems ?

141. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of professors
and lecturers serving in the Murarichand College, Sylhet, and the Cotton
College, Gauhati, respectively, showing the number of Moslems separately ?

142. Will Government be pleased to state how many of them excepting
the professors of Arabic and Persian have up till now been held by the
Moslems ?

143. Will Government be pleased to state whether any circular was

issved defining  the representation of differcnt communities in Government
gervice in Assam ?

Ly
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144. If the answer to question 143 is in the affirmative, will Government
be pleased to state the due numb

cr of Moslem representation in both the

Colleges respectively and why this circular has not as yet been acted upon ? .

145. Isita fact that the Moslems are jll represented in the Assam
Educational Service ?

146. Do Government propose to appoint 2 Moslem in the place of

Mr. R. Thomas, M.A., A.Es., transferred to the Public Service Commission ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MavrLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

-

140—145.—The hon. member is refe
questions asked by him at the Budget Se
146.—The appointment has already

Mauravi DEwaNn MUHAMMA
question has not been answered, Sir,
the School:Service and not Provinci

Tue Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member is putting a question
to No.141 I think.

Mauravi Dewan’ MUHAMMAD AHBARB CHAUDHURY: What I
want, Sir, ‘is information as regards the Provincial Service.

ToE HoN'BLE  SHAMS-uL-ULAMA  Mauraxa ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Inreply to all these questions we gave answers in the last
session of the Assembly.

Abolition of the Maktah Sactioa of tha Sylaet Goveramaat Alia
Madrasa .

Mavuravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :

rred to the replies given to similar
ssion of the Assembly.
been made.

D AHBAB CHAUDHURY : My

as the reply referred to is in regard’ to
al Service.

147. Is it a fact that the primary or the Maktab Section of the Sylhet
Government Alia Madrasa has been abotished ?
148. Do Government propose to. reco

¢ nsider its decision and include the
Maktab scction in the Sylhet

Government Alia Madrasa ?

Tre Hon'sLe SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLAxa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

147 and 148.—The hon. member

; is referred to the
qucstions asked by him at the last sess

. replies to similar
1on of the Assembly P 2

Exemption of the students of Murarichang College from fan charge

Mauravet DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :

149. Do Government

proposc. to ex
chand College, Sylhet, fro em

m fan charge ? Pt the students of the Murari-
Tue HON'BLE SHAMS-yL-

ULAMA Maurans AB
replied :

J NASR MD. WAHEED

149.—No. :
Mauravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Is it

not a fact that no punkha charge was realised from (he students formerly ?

Trn  HONBLE SHA_MS~U1.-U1..WA Maurans ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I want notice of that (uestion,
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Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Is it not a fact
that the charge realised {rom the students is rather much more than
what has to be paid to the Electric Company ?

Tae Hon'sLe SHAMs-uL-ULamMa  Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I am not aware of that.

MAULAVI ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Will
Government be pleased to make an enquiry whether the College is making
a profit from the students ?

Tue - Hon'sLe  Suams-uL-Urama  Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I think, Sir, some of the amount realised goes to the capital
expenditure incurred in connection with the installation.

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI:  Will
Government be pleased to make an enquiry whether the amount realised is
much more than the expenditure which may be necessary to be realised
both in connection with the installation as well as the current charges ?

Tue HoxsLe SHavs-u-UrLama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I am ready to make an enquiry, Sir.

Mauravi MABARAK ALI: May I know from which year the charge
is being realised ?

Tne Howmie Suaws-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : 1 do not remember, Sir.

Mavravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Will
Government be pleased to consider the exemption of thestudents of the
College from this tax ?

Tue HoxbpLE Szams-ur-Urava Mauvrana ABU  NASR  MD.
WAHEED : I shall consider the whole question, Sir.

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : May I enquire Sir,
whether the Professors are exempted from payment for the use of fans ?

Tue Hon’sLe Suams-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU  NASR  MD.
WAHEED : I think not.

Discontinuance of the issue of Periodical reports with statistics
of Rail and River borne trade of the Province

Sryyjur JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA asked:

: 150. (a) Is it a fact that Government uscd to issuc pcrlodical reports
with statistics of Rail and River borne trade of the Province, and that
it has been discontinued now ?

(b) If the reply to the second part of the above question is in the
affirmative will Government be pleased to state why and when it was
discontinued ?

151. Is Government aware that such statistics are pUbHShEd by the
Government of India and all other Provincial Governments ? .

152. Do Government propese to issue such statistics in future, as
frequently as possible, at least half yearly ?

Tue Hon'sLe Maurave MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replicd:

150. (a)—The reply is in the affirmative. )
(b)._"“The publication of the statistics was discontinued
from 1st April 1923 as a measure of economy and as there was 0%, (
Government or of any practical value to the commercial community. Tur-
thermore the compilation based, as it was, on the rcglstration of country

boat traflic was ncither accurate nor complete.

with effect
f no use to

B
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151.—The reply to the first
As regards the second part Gove
152.—No.

part of the question is in the affirmative.,
rnment have no information.

Trial of criminal cases of the Barpathar and Sarupathar moeuzas

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

153. With reference to supplementary question to unstar-
243 of the last Budget session have Government enquired whether criminal
cases of the Barpathar and Sarupathar mouzas were tried under the ordi-
nary Criminal Law and Procedure and not under Mikir Hijll Tracts Regu-
lations till 1936 ? :

154. Do Government propose to bring these two mouzas to the level
of the other mouzas of the subdivision in the matter of Criminal and Civil
Justice ? If so, from when do they propose to give the peoole th

ed question

¢ benefits 7

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Savio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : e

8 153.—Yes. On enquiry it is found that the Criminal cases ofthe
Barpathar and Sarul:_)a]thar mouzas were a'l along tried under the Special
Rules for the administration of Justice and Police in the Sibsagar and
Nowgong Mikir Hills Tracts and not under the ordinary Criminal Law and
Procedure, though the spirit of the latter is followed.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : I cannot follow the answer
to this question correctly. Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Savio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The question asked was ‘Ianvp thq Government enquired’ and [ said ‘yes’.
The result of the enquiry 1s given in the subsequent sentence,

Srrjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : AmIto take it, Sir, that till
1935 the cases coming from these arcas which were to be tried by the
Sessions Court were actuully tried in the Sessions Court by the Judge and

ry ?
i YTHE Hewsie Maurave Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The result of my enquiry has been given, viz., that all those cases were tried,
not under the ordinary criminal law, but under the special rules for the
administration of justice.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Ma
in that area was tried in the Sessions Court ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My

report is not to that effect.
5 S-IP{I_]UT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Does the Hon’ble Minister
eny °?
Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI Sarvip
my hon. friend will give me the detaj

y I know whether any case

Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If

Is of the cases, I will surely enquire.
Tue Hown'srLE Mauravr

SAVID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

154 _~The matter is under consideration,
S:R.I_;UT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA -
be some months OF @ Year ortwo before these People will be given the
benefits ?

Tue Hon'sLe MAULAVI SAVID Sie MUHAMMAD saaDULLA: J
will be a qucstiun ol montas, not a yoar or two.

May I know whether it will



2292

Placing of Public Works Dapartment’s contracts in Sylhet district
Mauvravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. GHAUDHUR_I asked :

155. Will Government be pleased to state the names, addresses of the
persons with whom the Sylhet Executive Engineer placed Public Works

Decpartment’s contracts, above the sum of Rs.5,000 in the years® 1935, 1936
and 1937 ?

Tae Hox’Bre Mavuravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

155.—
1935-36—

Mr. A. K. Bhattacharjee, Shillong.
Sirdar Mela Singh, Sylhet.

Messrs. Burn & Co., Calcutta.
Babu Gangadhar Tushn’al, Sylhet.

Messrs. Eastern Bengal and Assam Gommearcial Syndicate, Sylhet.
Reasat Ulla, Habiganj.
1936-37.—

1. Babu Gangadhar Tushnial, Sylhet.

2. Sirdar Mela Singh, Sylhet.

3. Maulvi Fazlur Rahman, Sylhet.

4. Babu Jogesh Chandra De, Sylhet.
1937-38—

1. Babu Gopesh Chandra Das, Sylhet.

2. Sirdar Mela Singh, Sylhet.

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURT: Will the Hon’ble
Minister please state whether the psrsons given against Nos.l, 2, 3 and 4
are natives of this province or outsiders ?

‘T'ae Hon’BLE MauLAvi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
native places of these persons will be apparent fiom the names. 0.2
Sirdar Mela Singh must be a man from the Punjab. As regards No. 1 we

all know th_at our former colleazue member of th= old Council Mr. A. K.
Bha‘uachlrjce comes from Bengal. As rezards Babu Gangadhar Tushnial,
all Sylhet members know that he is a gentleman from Rajputana.

o ¢ig o=

Establishment of a Subdivision with Nalbari as its Headqaarters

/ Sryutr GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

156. Will the Hba’ble Chicf Minister b=z please] to refer to his reply
to mv question No. 346 asked in the last Budget Session re-
garding the opening of an Additional Subdivision in the
Kamrup district with Nalbari as jts headquarters and to

lay on the table a detailed statement of the cost estimated by
Government ?

‘.TdHE Hon'sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
rep 1ed :

156.—No detailed estimate has been framed by G
: , - . overnment.
Mi -S?UL{JP GIA}HEIIt KANTA TALUKDAR : Wilalf the Hon’ble the Chief
muster be pleased to say on what basis he arrives a ¢ : lakhs
{or opening a subdivision at Nalbarilzl Sarrived atthe figure of 48

T —— et N
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Tue Hox'sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA &
"That is the report given to us by different departments.

Srgur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :
lump sum that was given ?

Tue Hown’sre Mavuravr Saryin Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Details were not given bv the Public Works Department that is, for build-
ing. For the establishment of a court with all its paraphernalia the total
cost would be about 2 lakhs,

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased
to enquire and find out what will be the approximate cost of opening a sub-
division at Nalbari and get a detailed estimate ?

Tue Hon’sre Mauravi Sarvin S;iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

I am not prepared to start an enquiry when I know that funds would not be
available for opening a subdivision at Nalbari.

Srjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Even if funds do not
permit, may I know what is the harm in calling for an estimate when Go-
vernment have admitted the necessity of establishing a subdivision ?

Tue How’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
There is no harm, Sir, but some clerk shall have to waste his time in draw-
ing up these detailed estimates, which we know may change later on when
Government is in a position to start a subdivision there.

Sriyjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do Government con-
sider it a waste of time when they know that there is necessity for opening a
subdivision there ? Is the time of a clerk so valuable in a matter of great
importance ? Does Government think it is a waste ?

Tue Hov'sLe Mavravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
If it is a supplementary question, Sir, I shall reply. :

Tue HonsLe THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister may give him a
reply.

& y']."1-:5: Hox'sLe Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Government are doing their best to give all facilities to the Nalbari sub-
division. We have alrcady started a -criminal court there.

Was it an estimate for a

\})’pening of a Sub-Registry office at Nalbari
Sayur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

157. Will the Hon'ble Minister in chargs of Registration Department
be pleased to state from whan the propased Sub-Reiste
office at Nalbari is going to be opened ? s
‘Tue How’sLe Miuravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied:

f nl-; ;{ e Th};clqucstlon_oéopgning a Sub-Registry office at Nalbari has been
i cI G“Spcctm e O.E Registration for examination. Pend-
ing Inspector encral of Registration’s report it is difficult to s: Liak
definitely now. c 0 say anything

Levy of heavier toll oun tha bridyss coasteuct
from the Central G°V8rnum::t out of the faal

sryyur BHUBAN CHANDR A GOGOT asked

158. Is quel’:lnfglmt av}\lfdrv that the tolilevied on the bridsesNeonslaias

ed out of the a7 mnf1 e iantal Government is heavier, except for

motors, than the rate of pre-bridge days ? , €XCE;
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"159. Isita fact that there are protests from the public against the

imposition of this heavier toll ? : ;

160. Will Government be pleased to consider the reduction of toll on
these bridges ? - ; ] !

161. Is it a fact that the rate of tolls on these bridges is not uniform :

162. Will Government be pleased to state the reason of this disparity ?

. 163. Do Government propose to make a standard rate for all these

bridges ?

. TeE HonNBLE Mauravi Sawvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

158.—No, the only enhanced fce is for crossing elephants. *

159.—No, but the public have requested that all tolls should be aboli-
shed. y

160.—This will be considered by the Retrenchment Committee. )

161 and 162.—Tne hon. membe¢r is referred to the answers given to
question N(I)\.I 417 during the last Session of the Assembly ?

163.—No.

Kuan Bamapur MavLavi KERAMAT ALI: Does thie Hon’ble Chief
Minister remember that a similar question was put in the last Session and
the reply was that the matter was under consideration. Has the Hon’ble
Chief Minister come to any decision now ?

. THE HoNBLE MaurLavi Samvmo Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ¢
No, Sir, if I remember aright, T said that the rate of toll was exactly the onec
that was levied when there were no bridges, but ferries,

Number of Road Muharrirs in the Public Works Department
MauvLavi MABARAK ALI asked :

164. (a) Will Government please state the number of Road Muharrirs
in the Public Works Department ?

(6) How many of them are Muhammadans ?

]‘T;E HoN’nLe Mauravi Samvio Sie. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
I'Cp icd ; .

164, (2)—290.
543 (b)—41,
Mauravt MABARAK ALI - May I know why the
the Muhammadans is <o poor ?
THE HON'BLE MauLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, it may be that either Government orders on this point were not
carried literally or it may be that suitable candidates were mot available. I
am not sure what were the exact circumstances, .
Mauravi MABARAK ALI: Who makes those appointments ?

TrE HONBLE MaAuLavi Saivip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

In the headquarters the Executive Engineer, and in ¢h St
5 i e s e
Subdivisional Officers, y ubdivisions th

MavLavi MABARAK AL : May I kn
order was communicated to them ? ] e g

THE HoN’BLE May

To this effect 7 No Sir. There : i u
their due share in the SCrViccs,m ?s a general order to give each community

Tepresentation of
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. Mauravi MABARAK ALI:
required for a Road Muharrir ?
THE HoN'BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD; SAADULLA :
Are we not digressing far from the question, Sir ?
Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALI: At least many are anxious to know it,
Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryip Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Very well, Sir, if my hon. friend puts a substantive question I will answer,
Mauravi MABARAK ALI: Does it not follow from the answers that
no suitable candidate was available ? What is the test of suitability ?
THE How’BLE MauLav: Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

You, Sir, ordered the next question to be called.
Tue HoN’sLE THE SPEAKER :  But the hon, member is putting

What is the minimum qualification

: ques-
tion.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Very well, Sir. T did not say it was on account of suitability only. I said
perhaps it might be, Government was not sure. As regards the qualifica-
tions necessary, the man must be literaté and able to contro] labour,

- Mavuravi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know whether Government ig
prepared to remove this disparity by giving proportionate -Tepresentation to
the community ?

THE Hox'BLE Mauravt Samvip Siw MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
That has been the policy of Government in the Past and it is alsg th;:
policy of the present Government.

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN. MD. -CHAUDHURY : wij
ment make an enquiry whether the
subordinates in the district offices ?

‘THE Hon'BLE MauLAvi Samvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
‘There is no necessity for any enquiry. If it will serve any purpose, T will
‘again emphasise upon the district authorities the necessity of giving dye pro-
portion of services to all unrepresented and under-répresented communities,

_ L Govern-
circulars are literally obeyed by the

Amount of revenue derived from the enhanced rate of Court-feeg

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked : &

165. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what is th
revenue derived from the enhanced rate of Cou?-t-]?;mo?nt ¥
last % year ending on the 30th June 1937 » e; u_;_rthe

(6) What is the amount derived for the same period jp 3 previ
10us

Tne HoN'BLe MavurLavi Saivip Sz MUH
replied :

Sir, the meaning of the following line; « I 1s not y :
which were answered at the last session are r nderstood
this one ”?H : i g
Tue HoN'BLE Mauravi Sarvm Sp MUHAM
- It is my misfortune, Sir, that my hon. friend was absenthgﬁ?he ?iiAPHLLA:
gave your ruling on this very'point, - ST 0¢ the day when you
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Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May we take
it as an explanatory thesis ?

Tae HowsLe MavLavi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The other day we wanted a ruling from the Chair regarding questions which
were put and answered on previous occasions, and which have been repeated
this Session in identical language. You have given your ruling, Sir. Iam
sorry my hon. friend the questioner was not present then.

Tae Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER :  Next question.

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know, Sir Tt

Tue Hon’eLE THE SPEAKER : Which question is the hon. member
referring to ?

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Question No.165, Sir.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : I have already called out the next
question. The hon. member should have been prompt in putting his
supplementary. "

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: We could not follow him, Sir. Truly
speaking, we cannot follow any hon. member from that side. I was really
complaining to change my seat from this place. Of course, I have no
natural defect (Laughter). Other members also complain to the same effect.

Timing of the Up and Down Mail ¢train of the Assam-Bengal
Railway between Gauhati and Tinsukia

Srgyur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

166. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the Editorial
column of the Times of Assam of the 19th June 19‘37l|'cgarding the inconve-
nience felt by the public of Dibrugarh about the timing of the Up and
Down Mail train of the Assam-Bengal Railway running between Tinsukia
and Gauhati and vice versa ? 3Ty

167. Has the attention of Government been dra'n:'n to t‘hc timing sug-
gested by Dr. Ghose publishcd in the same number of the Times of Assa_m ?

168. Do Government propose to insist 01 the Assam:Bcngal Raxlway
authorities to make a change in the timings to suit the public convenience ?

169. (a) Is it a fact that the Second Class of the Assam-Bengal Railway
carriages has been abolished and since the abolition of it the Assam-Bengal
Railway authorities provide Inter Class compartments in the throug trains
running between Tinsukia and Gauhati and back ?

(b) If so, do Governmen: propose to insist on thc Assam-Bengal

Railway authorities to provide more accommodation in Inter Class ?
Tur HonBLE MAULAVI SAIYID s MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

166-169. (b)—It is not understood why the hon. member is
repeating the same questions answered during the last session of the Assem-
bly—Questions Nos. 1049 and 1050.

Dismissal of service of Srijut Padma Kanta Datta of Golaghat
Sejur SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA asked :

170. Is Government aware that Srijut Padma Kanta Datta of Golaghat
was dismissed from service on 24th October 1934, while acting as a cleck in
the office of the Subdivisional Officer, Golaghat ?
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171. Isit a fact that the said clerk had been acting as a clerk in the
Development Office, Barpathar till 22nd January

1934 ; and that his dis-
missal was based on the Audit Report of the Barpathar Development
Officer ?

172. (a) Is Government aware that the said ¢

lerk had submitted peti-
tions to the Subdivisional O

cer, Golaghat, and the Dzpaty Commissioner,
Sibsagar, on 9th January 1934 making allezatioas of serious misconduct on
the part of the Development Officer, Barpathar ?

(6) If so, will Government

please state if any enquiry was made
into those allegations and any action taken ?
173. If the answer to question 172(b)

please state why no enquiry was made

174. If the answer to question 172(b) is in the afficmative, will Govern-
ment please state what was the finding and what action was taken thereon ?

175. Isit a fact that the charges, resulting in the dismissal of the said
clerk, was drawn up and the dismissal was ordered at the instance of the
Development Officer, Barpathar, shortly after the QClerk’s aioresaid coms
plaints against the same officer ?

176. Is Qovernment aware that the dismissal was based on two charges
—uiz., (1) Misappropriation of Rs.17-8 on the allegation of paym-=nt being
made to a certain Vaccinator ; and (2) Non-deduction of Rs.7-8 from the
pay of a certain Pandit ?

177, Isit a _fact that

is in the negative will Government
and no action taken ?

ar's pav for March. 1933, was alleged to
have been misappropriated by the said clerk was cashed in the Golaghat
Treasury by Overseer Srijut G. C. Datta on 14ch March 1933 and that the
same cou'd not have com: to the hand of the clerk to give him an opportu-
nity to misappropriate ?

179. Is Government aware that the same Overseer had paid the said
Vaccinator on 11th March 1933 from the Permanent Advance money kept
by the Development Officer himself and that the same money was reple-
nished after the cheque was cashed ?

180. If (.}OVCI‘HH'ISI'H' is not aware of these facts do Government propose
to make or direct enquiry to be made about thjg ?

181. Isit a fact that a hand receipt obtaj
for the amount in question was d
Officer’s Ofice at Barpathar on 8tl

182. Is it a fact that this hand
nator on 3rd September 1934 ¢y b4
the same was extorted b

: ined from the same Vaccinator
1scovere | in t

he files of
L NEad 19405 of the Development
recei
ve b
y the clerk onl]

Pt was admitted by the said Vacci-

cen executed by him but alleged that
September 1934) ? Y @ month previous to that date (3rd
183. Isita fact that the Subdivisi ; :
Vaccinator and disbelicved. gps sa.li dxonrilcgi)}zcerl zi;cccpted this story of tlﬁc
office file five months’ previoys » Pt although discovered in the
184. Do Government Propose to dir
officer and to reopen the mat¢
185. If the cases were of

please state why a criminal pr

ect . .
er of the dismc 2aiteh enquiry by a different

ol missal of the said clerk ?

criminal “Sappropriation, will Government

Osecution was noy instituted ?

Tue HoN'BLE SRjur ROHINT KUMAR OHAUDHURI replied ¢
170——185.——Rc.cor5715 in the case haye been sent f ernment

will examine them in light of remarks made in the qucs?i:):::d GOV
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Srijur  RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know, Sir, -when

Government will give their report ?
Tre Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not

in a position to say that, now Sir.
Construction of a bund at Dssanzmukh

Srijur SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA asked:

186.(a) Is it a fact that His Excellency Sir Michael Keane, the then
Governor of Assam, accompanied by the Deputy Commissionar, Executive
Engineer and other ofizials, visited the half-completed band at D :sangmukh
2 or 3 years ago and subszquently the Superintending Engineer reconnoitred
the locality ? ;

() Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of ths
report submitted by the Superintending Engine.r ?

187.(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state the
reason for not completing the halt completed bund or building a new one
at Desangmukh ? :

(b) The approximate cost of (i) finishing the half completed bund ;
(ii) erecting a new one ? :

Tue Hox'sLe Maucavr Sayip S;ir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

e 186.(a)—7The hon. member is possibly referring to a visit paid to
the area by His Excellency Sir Laurie Hammond in July 1932. There is
cord of any inspection of a halt completed bund. :

(b)—Government regret that inspection notes submitted by officers
to their superiors or to Government cannot be placed on the table of the
House as they are rot public documents.

187.(a)—The question is not understood. Government never left any
bund in a half finished state. A private bund started by the villagers was,
it is believed, not completed. : :

(b)—The hon. member is referred to the reply at 186(a). The
cost of constructiig a new bund must depend on many factors such as
length, height and cost of land acquisition and unless a detailed esdmate
was prcpared it would be impossible to give even an approximate figure,

SrIjUT SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, sbs 5§ b1 997 244
asts catq w® o5 AL A (a1 A2 F6R5) 791 s@e canet qdaes Ay
@7 731 &g ANE AF =¥ T caTCATE |

no re

Tue HONBLE THE SPEAKER: Very well, ths hon. m=>nber may

wait. When these questions wi'il be coming up, the hon. membar will k
allowed to put his supplementaries then. Ri member will be

Date of expiration of the lease of the Tesz'-Balipau Railway'

Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :
188. Will Government be pleased to state wh lease
to the Tezpur C{}alipara Railway expires ? €0 thetorms: of e
189. Do Government propose to take ste ’
o p 3 Ps to amalg Tezpur=
Balipara qulway with the Eastern Bengal Railway ::?d&izaltﬁj thtie IL].CILI‘C'
gauge line from Rangapara north to l'ezpur town ? #

e e e A e
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. 190. Are Government aware of the difficulties of the passengers travel
ling in the Tezpur-Balipara Railway ?
191. Do Government propose to inquire into the administration of the
Tezpur-Balipara Railway ?

ITHE Hox’sLe Mavuravi Saivio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

188.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to his own
question No.9(a).

189.—Both the Railways mentioned are Federal and the Government of
Assam have no power to take any such action as suggested.

190.—No. Government have received no complaints.

191.—This question does not arise.

Moreover, this is a Federal Railway and is now under the con-

trol of the Central Government.

Amounts speat for each of the Gommittees appoiated by Govern-
ment

i (Ii\/IAULAVI MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
asked :

192. Will Government please state what are the amounts  hitherto
spent for each of the Cognm:ttces appointed by the Government namely—
(a) Rules Making Committee, :

(b) Retrenchment Committee,
{c) Line System Committee, :
d) Revenue Reduction Committee,
(¢) Dhubri Match Factory Enquiry Committee ?
193. Will Government please state what principle they followed in
sclecting members for these different  Committees ?

Tue Hox'sLe MaurLavi Saryin Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : : :

192. (a)—Rules Making Committee... -« Rs.2145
(b}—Retrcnchmcnt Com_xmttce... «. Rs.1,444
(¢)—Line System Committee ... Rs.326
(d)—Revenue Reduction C ommittee -« Rs.1,030

{¢)—Dhubri Match Factory Enquiry Committee s GREG1

193.—The principlc followed was that of having every party represent-

ed on each Committee, but on those Committees on which the Congress

Party refused to serve, their places were filled by further members from the
other partics.

Fxemption of members of the Assam Legislatures frg
ment of tolls at ferries, bridges, etc,

Mz, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked ;

m  the paye

194. (a) Are Government aware that the membeps L.

Legislatures are not exempted from the payment of ¢
ctc., when they have to use them in the discharge of
> (4) 1f so, do Government propose to con

the Assam
olls at ferries, bridges,
o public duties ?

sider the desirabili f
B S s ability o
excmpﬂ‘,g them from saC2 payment as it is d e iy the cases of Government
servauts on duty ?
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Tur Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID S;ie  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :
194. (a)—Yes.

(by—No.

Mr. BAgsIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: (4 The reply is “No”. Sir,
2t least 1 expected that the reply will be put in a better way. The question
is this, Sir: “Are Government awarc that the members of the Assam
Legislatures are not exempted from the payment of tolls at ferries, bridges,
etc., when they have to use them in the discharge of public duties ?” The
answer is “Yes”’. ‘That is all right. Then “If so, do Government propose
to consider the desirability of exempting them from such payment as
it is done in the cases of Government servanis on duty 2’ The replyis
simply “No”’, without any reasos. May I know the reasen, Sir 7 _

Sir, when the hon . members of this House want some privileges, the
answer ought to be a bit more courteous. A simple “No” is really very
much disappointing tous (laughter). Wilk the Hon'ble Chief Ministex
explain ?

2 ’IS*gEII—IG_xT;BLEI _M‘;ELAVI Smnn; SirR MUBAMMAD SAADULLA -
es, Sir, I will explain the rcasons. won't tak i
the hon.’ mmbcl? made in the question time. gketanynokicoiol W sprcet
Tre Hox'Bie THE SPEAKER: Thatis human weakness.
Tue How'sLe MaurLavi Sawvm Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
- Fhe reason is this, Sir, that just we are in the midst of a contractual perioé‘,
and we cannot without breaking the termsof the contract give this conces-
sion. Then, my hon. friend will most probably ask “give it from the next
contraetual period”. Sir, these ferrics and bridges have been settled with
different  parties for a particular period, sometimes as long as 15 years
and therefore under the contract we cannot give the concession. Another
thing is that at every time unless the hon. members, who are given this
concession, give a certificate to the effect that heis performing his journcy
on public duty, Government say that they eannot give a general concession..
If my hon. friends will like to give such a eertificate, I will consider.
Mir. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then mayl takeit that the
privilege asked for will be provided in the contract whenever therewill be
any contract from to-day 2

Tire Hon’BLE MAULAVI Satym S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
No, Sir. 1 said that i my hon. friend or the House would like to give a:
certificate that the journey was performed in public duty consistent with
his office as member of the legislature, then the question of concession can

arisc.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Towhom to submit this ?

Tur How'BLE MAULAVI Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: To
the Collector of tolls.

MRr. FAKHR]EJDDH\;}ALI AHMED: Will ajourney from the head-

uarters of a member to is constituency be P .

?’ormcd on public duty ? y considered as a journey per-

Tue HoN'BLE MA_ULA.VI Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1f he_goes to the constituency to appraise the constituency of the political
situation or what was @onc in the Assembly, it will be eonsidered a journey
gndertaken on publie duty. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When this order will be issued
to the lease holders ?

THE HON’BLg Mavravi SArvipo Stk MUHAMMAD SA ADULLA: I
have z}-lrcady said that such case will be considered p—ovidcd that the
House is agrecable to the term that I have already eutioned.

A

e SRS .
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Mr. B. I. BARRY : Sir, is Government prepared to consider granting
exemption to the hon. members of this House from the payment of tolls at
ferries, etc., when travelling to and from Sessions of the Assembly ?

Tue HowsBLe MaurLavi Saryip S;zr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I suppose the hon. members are alrcady enjoying this privilege.

[Several voices: No, Sir, (loud laughter).]

Tur Hon'sLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This will be continued next
year (laughter).

PROCEDURE RE GIVING NOTICES OF ADJOURNMENT
MOTIONS.

Sryur BELIRAM DAS: Sir, I gave notice of an adjournment motion
at 10-45 a. m. May I be permitted to move that ?

Tue Hox'sLe THE SPEAKER : I am drawing the attention of the hon.
member to Governor’s rule 17. Two days are fixed for voting on supplemen-
tary demands and no other business can interrupt that business. So the hon.
member is not in order.

Sryur BELIRAM DAS: Will it be possible for me to moveit to-

morrow ?
Tue Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER: That will not be also permissible

because to-morrow is also meant for voting on supplementary demands.
Sryur BELIRAM DAS: Then mayIbe permitted to move it on

Monday next ?

Tue Howsre THE SPEAKER: The hon. member has tabled his
motion to-day. I will consider what can be done.

Mzr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : -Willsinfhat scase - recent o ccors
rence  still continue, Sir ?

Tue HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : It is in the power of the Chair to
waive that when occasion demands.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : All right, Sir. I have taken
your hint.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS

Tur HON'BLE Mauravi  Samvip SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

on a point of order, Sir.
yE %EF‘;E HgN’BLE THE S’PEAKER: The other day the Hon’ble Chief

Minister only presented his estimate. To-day he has to move.

SRrIjuT GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I want to raise a point of order.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER: The hon. member will get time.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA to
move i—

n the recommendation of His Excellen

beg, (S)ir, to move that an additional sum otf: I{ST};%gg(‘)rc%lorr aci?;s?mt,h £
Minister in charge to defray the charges which will come ingthc cou;c of

ment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1 s
E?;jon of the head—“25.—General Administration”, 738 for the admugy

Rs.
Grant originally passed by the Assembly 18,63,254
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IT.—Sub-heads unier which the supplementary demand will be
accounted for by the Departments of General Administration—
R.—Commissioners—

Rs.
1. Pay of officers 3,260
2. Pay of establishment ... 19,236
3. Allowances .., 720
4. Contingencies A R 2,084
25,300

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, an
additional sum of Rs. 25,300 be granted to the Minister in charge to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year cnd-
ing on the 31st March, 1938 for the administration of the head—*25.—
General Administration”.

Rs.
Grant originally passed by the Assembly 18,63,254

II.—Sub-hcads under which the supplementary demand will be

accounted for by the Departments of General Administration——
R.—Commissioners—

Rs.
1. Pay of officers 3,260
2. Pay of establishment ... 19,236
3. Allowances ... 720
4. Contingencies 2,084
25,300

Rar Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : Sir, you assured us
the other day that we should have an opportunity of discussing the policy
behind this grant and therefore I beg to submit that you will not confine
us to a few minutes only. Now, S‘ir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister l‘las
presented a supplementary statement of expenditure presumably purporting
to act under section 81 of the Government of India Act. Thatis the only
section that provides for supplementary demands being made and the con-
dition laid therein must be satisficd before any demand can be said to be in
order. On the basis of that statement, two demands for grants have been
tabled. But Iam concerned with the first demand for the moment. Now,
Sir, b'cfo_re I‘comc o the question of legality, I would like to refer to the
Pccﬁha”ty of the present budget. Qur official year begins from the first of
APEE an}d extends up (o 315t March of the year following and the_ usual
practg:e 138 always been g prepare the Ludgetin March previous but s
regards:the budget'of thisyear that procedure was not followed because
elections WEre In progress thep, Therefore, Sir, in July 1936, His Majesty
under powers conferred by certain sections of the Government of India Act
issued an Order In Counci[ on the 3rd Of_} 1 Th It w -o'v'i(.]Cd that
Ilis Excclleney e Clavanmate o). ogercat was prov s

y Overnor cculd in his discretion authorise cxpenditure
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for a period not exceeding six months from the date of announcement of the

New Constitution, t.e., from the 1st of April up to 30th of September, 1937.
Accordingly the Governor had prepared a bude

ct authorising expenditure u
to the 30th September.  In the Order In Council it “?zllssgfsgo pIi‘OVided tha}z
the budget for the year must be presented in time to be passed and the
schedule of expenditure should be authenticated before the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1937 in any case. In pursuance of that, the budget was presented here,
1 think, in August last and the schedule of cxpendif:ﬁrc was authenticated
by the Governor on the 1st of September, 1937, Now, Sir, one would
naturally expect that the budget as presented would contain only expendi-
ture from the Ist of October up to 31st March, 1938 because the Govern-
ment had already prepared a budget from the Ist of April up to 30th of
Scpt mber, 1937 but that was not so. It was directed that the budget for
the whole year must be presented to this Assembly although some expendi-
ture may have been incurred before that date, Asa matter of fact when the
budget was presented to this House in August last, certain expenditure had
aiready been incurred on the basis of the budget prepared by the Governor.
Now what was the object onuuing this whole budget before the Assem-
bly ? Undoubtedly for the reason that the Legislature should be placed in a
position m_rccord thcn_* approval or disnpprovul to the expenditure that had
been sanctioned by His EXCCllt’.nCy the Governor. Now what would hap-

pen if tlic I-Io|uscc{ \;foul?l refuse to assent to (he expenditure already incurred
before the schedule of expenditure wa : Sy oy _
-ovision was that, that CKP e s authenticated ? In that case, th.c
PrOVision W2 oo expenditure would be deemed to have been authori-
scd by this House. 1 am referving to this Just to show what is really the

matter. The dcu}:md for “General Administration” was made on the 16th
Pf August. It _‘“CIUdCd thc‘ item of the Commissioners’ establishment.
There was a motion for cutting out the entire amount proposed in that
item. The amount was Rs.78,446 and the House cut out that amount
relusing to give sanction to the proposal. 1In the scl:edule of expenditure
authenticated by the Governor, this amount of Rs.78,446 was deductede
Now, Sir, what is the cffeet of the voting of the Assembly as regards the oflice
of the Commissioners considered with reference to the Order In Council to
which I referred a few seconds ago ? I submit that the net effect is that this
House must be deemed  to have agreed to pay for the establishment of the
Commissioners’ olices up to the 1st of September 1937, Beyond that, ie.,
from the 1st Schcn}!Jcr 1937 to the 31st of March 1938, this House gave
its mandate that there should bz no offices for the Gommissioners. That is
the position. But now, Sir, they have come forward with 2 demand in this
shape—they do not say that they would not carry out the wishes of this
House, but what they sy is this—they say they had to give notice to these
people, as under the rules, they are entitled to notice—they had to be given
three months’ notice—(in this particular case it is for 4 months—), and
they require the money to keep the office going till this notice cxpires for
that reason. My point is that the question of relief to the establishment is
a matter entircly apart. The Foyse has given its verdict that the offices of
the Commissioners must Cctase to exist from 1st Scptember 1937, and they
should have ceased to exist from that date. That relief should be given
to certain people is a different magrer ang the House will know how to deal
with that CJ“CS“{?.“' Th? point is whether Government should have
abolished those O‘UCCT- Liey have not dne s0, and they have now come
frward with a 5*1913“7‘“‘?1“3-1'}’ dgsn.md s that the life of the offices may
be extended by [oar months. T thinl ¢hay 5 supplementary demand cannot
lie for that purpaise.. ““e"h?r compensition or relief should be given to
these people 15 & different matter I repeat, but here under the preiext of
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i ay a compensation or giving relicf to these officers they are con-
:li::;il:lgqtghi ﬁfe of t}?c offices for fmonlhs, which I submit they cannot do
by means of a supplementary demand. Let us sec what supplementary
demands are admissible and for what object they are put. At page 201 of
the Manual of Procedure in the British House of Commons, you will find
the purpose of supplementary demands to be stated as follows:— an
estimate must be presented for a 5upplcm9ntary or additiopal grant when—
(1) the amount named in the ordinary estimates for a particular  service is
found to be insufficient for the purposes of the current year ; or (2) a need
arises during the current year for expenditure upon some new service not
contemplated in the ordinary estimates for that year”. In the British
House of Commons a supplementary demand such as the one which has
been brought up to-day will not be permissible, and I should like to know
whether it is permissible here. I submit, that it is not, having regard to the
provision of section 81. There may be necessity for paying the establishment
but not for keeping the offices of Commissioners going. Let me make the
point further clear. Let us take the case of the Cotton College. We want
that College to be carried on from the Ist of April 1937 to the 31st March
1938, and we give it a-grant of one lakh of rupees. If itis found during
the course of the year that that grant is not sufficient, it is quite open to
Government to come up within the year for a supplementary grant to keep
the College going up to the 31st March 1938—that is permissible, but in
this particular case, when the House had given its verdict that the offices
must be carried on only up to the 1st of September 1937 and not beyond
that, if any amount was required to keep it going during that period, it
would have been quite in order for the Government to come up with a
supplementary grant, but not beyond that. To come up now with a
supplementary demand to enable the offices to be kept alive after the 1st of
September, is not authorised by the Government of India Act. That
would be asking the House to review its own verdict, which verdict was
that the offices must be carried on only till the 1st of September 1937.
It amounts to asking the House to review its own verdict, and I submit
that it cannot be done by means of a supplementary demand. A supple-
mentary demand for this purpose does not lie. If these people have to be
paid some sort of compensation or given some rclief that is  entirely a differ-
cnt maiter. These people could have been provided for elsewhere ; any
Head of a Department would have been glad to have a couple of extra
hands to work off arrears—they could have been absorbed in various other
ways—but so far as the offices of the Commissioners are concerned they
should have been abolished. But here we find the Government bringin
forward a suppleraentary demand against the mandate of the House,
This would be calling upon the House as I have said to review its verdict,
so I submit that this supplementary demand is illegal. The House had
given its verdict that the offices should be abolished from the Ist of Septem-
ber 1937, but here we find that the Ministers in defiance of the verdjct
of this House have come forward with a supplementary demand. I would
remind the House that it can only exercise control over the Government
through the budget, and it must see that the directions given as regards
the budget are strictly followed. Once you allow these directions to be
disregarded you willnot only deprive yourselves of the right which you
have got, but at the same time you will createa bad precedent which
will often land you in very awkward positions. Supposing on the lst of
January the Hon’ble Minister again comes forward with a supplementary
demand and says some more relief is required to be given to these people

and the office should be continued for another three months..........

e o Dl
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KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Onapoint of infor-
mation. Is the relief bound to be given under the law ?

Rar Banaour PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Thatisa different
thing altogether, and I will come to that presently.

fSir, my learned friend has asked is it not right to give these people
relief ?

I refer to Rule 436 of the Givil Service Regulations which deals
with this matter. It says—‘ Reasonable notice should be given to
an officer in permancnt employ before his services are dispensed
with on the abolition of his office. If, in any case, notice of at least
three months is not given, and the officer has not been provided
with other emplovment on the date on which his services are dispensed
with, then, with the sanction of the authority competent to dispense
with the officer’s scrvices, a gratuity not cxceeding his emoluments
for the period by which the notice actually given to him falls short of three
months may be paid to him”. It means this~~a man is in permanent
employ, you tell him that you do not want his services from tomorrow. He
is bound to go. But what is his right ? He can only claim his emoluments
for threc months. There can b? a proposal for granting those emoluments,
that is a different marter. But in this casc, you have not come fo- that
alone. Under cover of a supplementary” demand you are keeping the
offices also ahv’c and that I say is not permissible under section 81.

THE HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER' That would arise only when the
Government has decided to give effect to the vote of the chisIat{xrc.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : They have given
notice to these people.

THE Ho~'BLE THE SPEAKER : From that fact does it not arise that
they are intending to give effect to the vote ?

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: They are not
going to and they have not. My hon. friend Khan Bahadur Keramat
Ali asked whether they are not entitled to compensation. Yes. But what
has been asked for here ? Not that alone—~‘Pay of officers—Rs 3,260 ; Pay of
Establishment-—Rs.19,236 ; Allowances—Rs.720 and then Contingencies—
Rs 2,084.° What are these things ? Are Contingencies also officers who
are entitled to compensation from Government ? On the other hand does
not this clearly show that the Government is not really anxious about the
pay of these officers but they only want to carry on these offices for four
months more ?  And again, why ? The Hon’ble the Chief Minister told
us the other day that the Government has written to the Secretary of State
asking as to what action should be taken now and that the recommendation
of Government is that the post of one Commissioner might be abolished.
Well, Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister is waiting for the orders of the Secre-
tary of State and if the Secretary of State says ‘No’, the Government will
come with a supplementary demand. In the meantime, pending that, the
Government position is that they will carry on these offices for four months.
Is that not defiance of the directions of this House ? 1 would appeal to
this House to look at this position. The amount asked for, whether it is
Rs.3,000 or Rs.ZQ,OOO that does not matter, € question ’is whether it is
we who should dictate the way in which money shoylqg be spent or is it the
Government that should dictate ? Is the Executjve to go beyond our
directions and do things in any way they like ? That is a question
propricty. As rcgall;ds télcv%‘:zil“gstoikgahty also, under cover of a squf.lf;
mentary dcm}?ng' }tl cHo?Jsc refused toal;[:::xta:;k ﬂ1m Iijoulc S

s which this supplies for,
e Shas Mautavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: 13
not the notice sufficient indication of the inteation of the Government ¢
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Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : - As regards what ?

Kuan Sams Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: As
regards the abolition.

Ra1 Bamapur PROMNMODE CHANDRA DUTT: If that shows the
intention, then from what date ? The Governme:t may intend to abotish
but we have to wait for four months. We have told the Government that
it should be abolished fromn the 2nd September and it is for this reason that
His Excellency has excluded this expenditure from the schedule of expendi-
ture. But why should we wait for these four months morec ? That is the
whole point. I am not going to wait a minute. Cn‘n you have a supplemen-
tary demand to restore a grant which has been refused on the ground that
the service to which it relatesis not wanted ? I tell you, Sir, there is no
precedent of that kind anywhere. 3 1

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : On a point of informa-
tion, Sir, may I draw the atiention of the Rai Bahadur to Rule 93 (2) ?

Rar Bauapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUIL: I am coming to
that. T am aware of all these things.

Kuaan Banapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : May I know from the
Rai Bahadur in what form he would come to the House to give these officers
threc months’ emoluments ?

MRr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: If the Khan Bahadur will
have patience, I will deal with that point.

Kuan Bamapur  Mauvravi KERAMAT  ALT: My question was
addressed to the Rai Bahadur and not to Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: The Rai Bahadur
will answer that question when it arizes, but not now. The Khan Bahadur
ought to know how to come for it. Now I am referring to Rule 93 (2

“ A demand may be presented to the Assembly for an additional or
supplementary grant in respect of any demand for-grant to which the
Assembly has previously refused its assent.”” I submuit that this rule is
entirely inconsistent with the provisions of section 81. And I am- told
this matter was considered by the Rule Making Committee. My attention
has been drawn to a letter from the Government of India on this point
which makes it clear therein that rule 32 which. corresponds with the rule
under which this supplementary demand has been brought is ulira vires
and should go out of the present Act.

Tue Hon’ere THE SPEAKER : What is the authority for the hon,
member’s statement regarding the letter from the Government of India ?

Ra1 Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: H_cre is the letter
which my hon. fiiend Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen has placed in my hands. I
understand that this letter was circulated among the _members of the Rule
Making Committee. There in paragraph 6itis said: “Section 81 does
not contemplate the submission of a demand for a supplementary grant
except in the circumstances referred to in that. section. If it is desired at a
stage after the authentication of a schedule to incur expenditure not ona
technically © new service’ but on what has been called in the pasta
new ‘instrument’ of service (a ‘new’ service being ex-hypothesi outside the
scope of the grant, while a new ‘instrument’ of service may lie within s
scope) section 81 does not contemplate that a demand, token or otherwisc,
shall be submitted for it.” Can the intention be more clearly stated ?
Section 81 does not contemplate submission of a demand except under the
circumstances referred to in that section. Then, Sir, it says in the last

paragraph “It is suggested therefore that provincial Government sl?ou]d
avoid a statutory anomaly by cancelling the existing rule 3:3 in the course of
the adaptations effected under section 84 (3) of the Act.”” ~Now, Sir, this
rule was made under scction 84(3) as the Government ol India states.  Isow
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what is that rule 32, Sir ? . It is that the Assembly may be presented with
an estimate when ‘(1) the amount voted in the budget of a grant is found
to be insufficient for the purposes of the current year or (2) a need arises
during the current year for expenditure for which the vote of the Council
iri necessary upon some new service not contemplated in the Budget for
that year.

You will find, Sir, that it has been copied word for word in our Legis-
lative Rules.

THae Hox’srLE THE SPEAKER : Not the same word for word. But in
substance it is the same.

Rar Bauapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: As regards this rule
32, Sir, the Government of India is clear in its mind that it should go
and says so actually, because 84 (3) d -és not contemp'ate a rule ol that kind.
S}:) that the rule to which my hon. friend referred should no longer be
there,

. Then, Sir, paragraph 9 of that letter reads thus:—“The conclu-
sion has accordingly been arrived at that the substance of rule 32 is either
covered by the new Act itself or is strictly speaking inconsistent with it,
and that ne such rule will be necessary or desirable from the 1st April 1937".
Sc: Isay thatas a matter of law, the demand is illegal, and should be
rejected at once.

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : May I ask the hon.
Rai Bahadur a further question ? Tn conducting the proceedings of the
i‘louse, are we bound by these rules cr by obiter dicta of the Government of

ndia ?

Rar Bauapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: We are bound by
these rules so far they are consistent with the Government of India Act.
The letter of the Government of India has done nothing but interpret
the Act.

Tue Hon’BLE ReEv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: When that inter-
pretation was given by the Government of India ?

Ra1 BanaADUR PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: New Delhi, the 16th
March 1937.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know when notice of discharge
of the Commissioners’ staff was given ? :

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Immediately after the vote of the House.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: For how many months ?

Tue Hon’BLE MaurLavr Sarvip S;skke MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I have already said that. Originally we gave three months® notice.

Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I rise in support of the point
of order raxsec!.by my hon. friend Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt.
Fortunately, Sir, the conclusions that have been arrived at by my hon.
friend in reference to the pojnt of order are practically the same as that
arrived at by me. I have also tried to look into this matter as carefully as it
has been possible for me to do and I find that this supplementary demand
is absolutely inadmissible before this House. That is really the point of
order that we wanted to raise the other day. I will only add a2 few
arguments in add1tm‘n t:) what has been placed by my hon. friend 10
support of the same  conc.usions. But before I do so, I also want to say
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a few words in continuation of what I had said th: other day in relerence
to a certain suggestion that was made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in
regard to the retention of one Commissioner for this province.

Sir, T do not know how the Hon’ble Finance Minister ventures to

make this suggestion. _T!m Ho’usc alter due deliberation refused to sanction
the pay of the Cominissioners staff, not because they wanted to deprive
-our good clecks of their services or refuse to pay them, but because the
Government refused to take any note of the feelings of the House over
the matter. The question of abolition of both the Commissioners was
taken up as carly as 1924 in the Webster Committee of which the hon.
Rai Bahadur Promade Chandra Dutt and, I believe, my friend the hon.
Mr. Munawwar Ali were members. The objection now raised by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister regarding the rctention of the Commissioner for
ithe necessity of his exercising original and certain appellate powers, was
fully discusscd and adequately replied to by the hon. Rai Bahadur in
his illuminating note ol dissent and I do not propose to take the time of
ithe Housc over this matter. The fact, however, remains that a committee
presided over by an erstwhile Commissioner decided to abolish the posts.
"The Hon’ble Chiel Minister instead of obeying the overwhelming wishes
-of the Housc secks to belittle it by asking the House to retain one Com-
missioner. I do not know whether he considers this House to be a bedlam
and its members all mad men. T am sure the House isfor the abolition
-of both Commissionerships aftm: full anc! Pprolonged consideration. The
suggestion of the Hon’ble Finance Minister is to my mind an insult to
:the intelligence of the members of the _Hous_e and I, for one, resent the
suggestion, much _less prepare.d to con;:dcr 1t._ :

Then regardmg_ the point of order, Sir, the first point is whether
expenditure shown in the supplementary demand can come within the
provision of section 81, thqt bexpg the only_secllon: under which this ean
be permissible. My contention Is that this section d_oes not permit it.
‘The subject-matter of this c.{emand was .thorough]y discussed and the
House refused the demand in the cut motion accepted by the House on
1he motion of my friend the hon. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. We have
therefore to determine whether supplementary demand can also cover
-expenditure which has been refused by this House.,

Now the procedure which is followed in British House of Parliament
‘in regard to supplementary grant has been read out by my predecess

z or
in his argament. I .wxll only repeat what has been stated in Erskine
May’s Beok, 12th Edition, page 452. It reads thus:—«A supplsthetita
-estimate may be px:escntcd.cnhcr. fora further grant to a service alreacl;y
sanctioned by Par'harncnt, in addition to the sum alrecady demanded f0¥
¢he current financial year, or for a grant caused by a fresh occasion for
.expenditure that has arisen since the presentation of ‘the sessional estimates
such as, expenditure newly imposed upon the Executive s
= statute, or to meet tl}q cost created by an unexpected e
as, an immediate addition to an existing Service, or t

land, or ofa wprk of‘qrt. The need for 2 Supplementg o
existing service is not infrequently caused by the system }Y grant to an
the control of Parliament over public expenditure, T n force to el:lSuEe
early prcscutation of the anm_lal estimates, the dei-"'arto pl;owdc i(')o};]_tg
to compute in the month of November their antic at I:;en s argiturclgf?
the ensuing financial year, dating from the cominpg ?lst i{pzc:; Falliboi'l:
lity must attend (_::dclulc?t?ons which range over sixteen monthspin advance ;
au_d ~as t(.):): . fr'llf‘ i “"Q_}“Jd lﬁ‘f' money 1sa great departmental error, the
official teadency 15 (o make the demand (oo small. If the lesser error
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q 5 : : iure. recoursé of

cceurs, to avoid the stjll greater evil of excess expenditure,

necessary must be had to g supplementary grant’. B T ot
In view of this procedure it is definitely clear that in the British

Parliament at least, o gr

2 2 cannot.
ant which has been refused by the House ¢z
come as a supplementary grant,

Therefore my submission is that a refused grant can never come tl?é
a supplementary demand. This of course may be extraordinary 1n ing”
British Parliament for one other reason. No one who knows-. the mez&nll :,1:
of the party Government can believe that after a Ministry 'S"dcf(_ﬂtc .ac;n:
a major issue like the retention of CmnmissionCrship, it could yet rc'mt 1'-
in office to bring a supplementary demand. It would have Unm‘:dm_.c)
resigned and no issue li_ke the one “we have before us could at all z_uls(c]-.v
Sir, if we read section §1 carefully the same econclusion is 01.)talm:3 r
articularly if we read th on in reference to section 79 (2) and 80 (3)-
he section says:—

“If in respect of any finangia]
revenues of the province becomes
theretofore authorised (o that year. ... . ’

Therefore, Sir, this amount can
and the Hon’b'e Finance Minister j
House. This demand isnot a ¢
ing of the section, It doe

at secti

year ‘further expenditure” from th.c:_'
necessary over and above the expenditure
3

iever come as a supplementary dcmanld,-
s not entitled to present this before the
e expenditure” within the mean-

: Pplement any demand, but proposes to-
reinstate “one; cfused by this House.

: Th-ere I8 another point which I desire to place for your considera-:
tion, Sir. The presentay demand: involves: thatithe:
demand is placed for the approval of approval of the
House has to be taken 1, cxpenditure is actually incurred. The-
House, is not here to sanction an expenditure already incurred irresponsll_ﬂyt.
What the procedure Is in the Hoyse of Commons I have already stated.
This only shows the defiance of the Ministers to (he opinion of the House.
In the present case the Hon’ble Minister had more than enough time to-
secure the assent of the House if the supplementary demand was at alk
admissible.  Sir, this Hoyse relused the demand for ‘the staff of the Com--
missioner on the 16th Augus_t 1937. Not satisfied with the verdict of tha:
House, the highest legal opinion Governmien could give was obtained: o
the 24th August whercin

4 cinit was given thae the attitude of the House wag-
not only perfectly legitimate by th t must be held to belin.  orleiraie

C cu
authenticated schedule of expenditure ywag Presented before the House .on:

the lst SCPIC}nbcr 1937. Hence even after the doubts of the Hon’ble the-
Finance Minister were remaved he hag

vy demand if, as [ gqi9 : a clear week for submitting a.
supplementary dem b,f S Lsaid, it wag at all admissible, and secure the:
consent¥ol, dhembighsashrioze any  expenditure was incurred. But to-day.
after having sPent_th‘_:_ meney €ven beyond that allowable by the rule:
governing the termination of Services, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister:
comes for sanction. This Procedure js, po only uncenstitutoasl ot e
extreme buta clear. msult to the House, This ig a direct attack of the
executive on the privileges Of the House ang the Hoy
ment by refusing to sanction, this ex

di IS¢ can exhibit its resent-
~pPenditure, Sy

ayment for the fourth month whjc} P Still, less

P

: : 1s condemnab]e in th
and cannot in any circumstances, b

¢ strongest. terrrlls,
i © 2bproved b - House. sir, the
sitting of the Assembly in Decempe, can be np L eidiguse )

i . No excuse for the Hon’hle
Finance MALSH S IY]IJCur expenditure for December, If the sta.l had
the statutory right to be there fo, onths, how can the Hon’ble
Finance Minister retain them for

nth and pay them in: face of

Justifiable is the:

three 1
another mq
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tnotion-of the House refusing the entire grant on that account ? Therefore
from that point of view this demand is not presentable. ot
Then, Sir, lastly and here T want to give a reply to my hon. frien
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Al -

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : He has not yet spoken.

Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI :  But he raised the point. :

In reference to that we have got to say, whether this expenditure 13
enforceable by any statute or rule having the force of a statute, in which
case His Excellency might by virtue of his special powers charge this on
the revenues of the province under section 52(c) of the Government
of India Act, 1935. :

In the exercise of his functions the Governor shall have the following
special responsibilities, that is to say :—

(¢) the securing to, and to the dependants of, persons who are or
have been members of the public services of any rights provided
or preserved for them by or under this Act, and the safeguard-
ing of their legitimate intercsts. o3

Necessarily therefore their legitimate intercest would be that they are enti-
tled to three months’ pay according to the terms of service. Now if His
Excellency was rightly advised he would have shown this in the authenti-
cated schedule submitted before the House on the 1st September. But if
there is no statutory obligation ; the whole expenditure has been illegal
and the House can have no authority to pass this expenditure. I have no
doubt that the matter of the presentation of this demand is inadmissible.

" In this connection it may bz permissible to point out that if this
contention is correct, the present rule 93(2) of the Assembly Rules that has
just now been referred to by the Hon’ble Finance Minister is quite out of
order and ultra vires. The point was raised by us1n the Rules Committee.
We therefere crave your indulgence for a ruling on the points raised
by us.

7 Mauvravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, in this House my
hon. friend the Rai Bahadur and the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition are
raising issues which are quite irrelevant. Th- real issue before the
House is whether these clerks are to be paid four months’ salary. No
question of policy can be discussed on a supplementary demand. It
has been ruled times without number in the Central Legislative Assembly
by President Patel and other Presidents. In supplementary demands tie
scope of discussion is very narrow and restricted.

Tue Hon'sLe tue SPEAKER : The policy with regard to
demand may be discussed.

MauLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : The question whether
the Commissionerships should remain or not is not the issue before the
House. By voting for the supplementary demand we do not vote on the
question of the retention of the Commissioners or otherwise.
for the payment of the establishment of the Commissioner.

_ Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, it scems there has been some
misunderstanding on this question, My hon. friend Mr. Abdul Matin
Chaudhury has already said, that many irrelevant things have been mixe
up with this 1ssue. But the main thing, Sir, is this, that the supplementary

_ demand, as it has been presented before us, is illeg;’ﬂ ultra vires and _abso-

Jutely out of ort!er. T do not wish, Sir, to dilate on ,the qucstion of pro-

priety about which enough has already been said but on the legal aspect

I would only refer to some facts.

the

We only vote
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son f

Supplementary demands can only be asked for u_ndcr Sc'i{]or[;agl tl;)c
the Government of India Act. Ifyou will permit me, Sir, I Wi on? the
section-—*“If in respect of any financzial year further expenditure B
revenue of the province becomes necessary over and above the €xP e
theretofore authorised for that year, the Local Government shall Cal’lfc o
laid before the Chamber or Chambers a supplementary dﬁma‘“d' her’ ed
Sir, I should like to draw your particular attention to the words furtdﬁl' o
‘over and above.” In the last budget session we totally refused the Cén =
for the Commissioners® establishment and no provision at all ’was r_nE;-1 e'x(t?e
that purpose. The words ‘over and above’ and ‘further’, whic Th‘crc
meant to supplement something, cannot apply in the prqsent case. %
was absolutely no provision at all. Therefore, there is no unSthrl']l?hat
further expenditure over and above the provision that has been made. ;
this is the correct interpretation of this section, ziz., that an item that has
been once totally refused cannot be brought forward again in the way of a
supplementary demand, has also been admitted by the Government of
Indiain their demi-official letter No. F.26/36F., dated the 16th March
1937, addressed to Mr. Dawson, the then Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Assam. In that letter, Sir, this section 81 has been clearly
explained and the circumstances under which supplementary derr_lands
under section 81 can be made have been fully dealt with. I also rcler to
paragraph 6 of this letter, which has already Dbeen referred to. 1 would
raw your particular attention, Sir to thess words which appear in that
paragraph “‘if it is desired at a stagé after the authentication of a schedule
to incur expenditure not on a technically ‘new service’ but on what has
been called in the past ‘a new instrument’ of service.”

I would request you to look to the words, ‘new service’ and ‘new
instrument  of service.’” The letter goes on—“(a ‘new’ service b’u::mg
ex-hypothzsi outsid: the scope of the grant, while a new ©instrument” of
service might lie within its scope).”” The head under which the supple-
mentary demand is made is not a new service, Sir. On the other hand
it is a service which was within the scope of the grant. It was already
provided for in the old budget and was totally refused by this House.
It may at best be called a new instrument of service. But  that also, as
my hon. fricnd the Rai Bahadur has already said, is not correct. In any
case, Sir, it is not a new scrvice. It was not also outside the scope of the
grant, So, Sir. if we take the explanation of the Governmant of India,
which is binding on the Government as well as the Legislature, it is
clear, that “if it is desired at any stage after the authentication
of a schedule to incur expenditure not on a technically “new service”
but on what has been called in the past a new ‘instrument’ of service
(a ‘new’ service being ex-hypothesi outside the scope of the grant,
while a new ‘instrument’ of service might lie within its scope), section
81 does not c?n,templat_c that a demand, token or otherwise, shall be
submitted for it.”” I think, Sir, that it is now sufficiently clear that this
demand cannot according to this explanation be submitted under section

e this section i 1 i
?:zlm agzzd presented. s the only one under which a4 Supplementary demand

'To be more explicit, Sir, paragraph 7 States i
in which a supplementary deman can be made, th;cal‘ tt}?;f isﬁe g
«But it is clear that an intention to incur in the course of a year expen-
diture on a service or item lying outside the scope of the grant yits.elf isp an
intention to incur expenditure over and above wha

1 Cul e ve t will have been authoris-
ed, cither explicitly or implicitly, in the origially authenticated schedule,
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and will therefore have to be put to the legislature under the procedure laid
down in section 81 of the Act.”

So, Sir, this is the only circumstance under which a supplementary
demand can be brought forward. I would then refer to another sentence,
in paragraph 0, Sir. “If the explicit concurrence of the Legislature is desired
to such an item ol expenditure, it could be obtained through the process of
a resolution.” But it cannot be through the process of a supplementary
demand. Rule 32 referred to in that letter, Sir, is practically the same as
our rule 93 and thatis why it has been directed in the letter—“The
conclusion has accordingly been arrived at that the substance of Rule 32 is
either covered by the new Act itself or is strictly speaking inconsistent
with it, and that no such rule will be necessary or desirable from the 1st
April 1937”. So, Sir, if that rule goes, only section 81 remains, and
if the supplementary demand is not consistent with section 81, it must be
declared ultra vires. 1 do not see, Sir, anything more appropriate, anything
more clear to support my contention. With these words, Sir, I submit that
this supplementary demand cannot come in the way it has been presented
and is out of order.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, rule 16 permits the bring-
ing of such demands as the present one before the last of the days allotted
for the voting of demands. Shall I read it, Sir ?

«On a day fixed before the last of the days allotted by him for the
voting of demands, further demands may be moved, provided they are
rcquired for purposes which in thc.opmion of the Governor are of an urgent
nature...... »* Sir, the amount provided for the Commissioners’ establishment
was reduced on the 16th of August 1937 and the last day allotted for the
demand was the 29th of August 1937. The Government might have come
in with a demand on one of these days. Not having done so, the Government
have spent the money 1n d.cfiance of the Assembly’s order. Now, Sir, Gov-
ernment comes for regulansmg : the expenditure after having incurred it.
When there is no grant on this item, Sir, how can it be supplemented ?

Sir, much has been said on the legal sidc of the matter. In my opinion
Sir, the demand should be refused by the House, if it wants to exercise its
right of control over the exceutive  (hear, hear).

Kuan Sanis Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :  Sir,
1 am not very much convinced by the arguments advanced by the hon,
Rai Bahadur and Mr. Sen. First of all, Sir, the demand under discussion
has been laid down before the House in a supplementary form.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER :  What is a supplementary form ?

Kuax Sans Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : 1In
the form of 2 Supplementary demand, Sir.

Tue Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER :  What is a supplementary demand ?
There is nothing about ‘supplementary demand’ in the Act.

Kuan Saum Mauvtavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Then under what rules, Sir, this demand has been placed before the House'
That is to be seen. We have got a s>t of rules for the guidance of this
House—it is this blue book, Assam Legislative Assembly Rules. How these
rules have been framed ?  What is the authority behind these rules ? Sir,
in section 84(3) of the Government of India Act it has been laid down that
ceyntil rules are made under this section the rules of procedure and standing
orders in force immediately before the commencement of this Part of this
Act with respect to the Legislative Council of the Province shall have effect
in relation to the Legislature of the Province, subject to such modifications
and adaptations as may be made therein by the Governor acting in his
disci'Ction”' I'hen, Sir, in the Introductory Note to the Assam Legislative
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Assembly Rules it has been luid down “these rules have becn made under
section 84(3) of the Government of India Act, 1935. After the election of
the Speaker and in consultation with him by His Excellency the Governor,
Part I of these Rules will be separated and issued as Rules made under the
proviso to scction 84(1) of the Act. The Rules in Part II will remain in
operation till the Assam Legislative Assembly frames its own rules under
section 84(1).” But I think, Sir, this Assembly has not framed any rules
with regard to section 84(1) and the rules framed by His Excellency are still
in force and the argument advanced by my learncd friend Mr. Sen would
be more appropriate in the Rule-making Comfniltec .than in this House
(hear, hear). Then it is apparent that we are being guided by these rules.
Thmﬁf.;fjiﬂi\lﬁm KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir.
May I know from the hon. member if the rules can override ths provision
of the Act ? Are the rules to be given preference over the Act ? I want a

ly fi the hon. member himself.
g YK:;?:E Saum Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: 1

shall reply. As we have got this set of rules, these rules are for our guidance.
Rule 93(2) expressly provides “A demand may be presented to the Assembly
for an additional or supplementary grant in respect of any demand for grant
to which the Assembly has previously refused its assent, or in respect of the
amount which the Assembly has previously reduced”. Under these circums-
tances, I think, Sir, that this supplementary demand is quite in order.

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Does the hon. member reply to my
question ? He has read out section 84(3). There itis said that old rules
are to be accepted “subject to such modifications and adaptations as may be
made therein by the Governor acting in his discretion”. Will the hon.
member please say how the old rules have'been adapted to the provision of
the Act ?

KuaN Saum Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Well,
Sir. In section 84(3) it is saicl “shall have effect in relation to the Legis-
lature of the Province, subject to such qulﬁ_catzf)ns and ’z}daetatlons as may
be made therein by the Governor acting in his discretion™. Therefore these

T 1 ade by this House. It was for His Excellency
adaptations werc not to be m Dy | did it (Laughter from th
th(_‘, Govcrnor, and I t.hlllk, Sll', HIS L‘JXCC“CHCY L (o}

ongress Benches).
. Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEA
Matter weighed with him for

Kuan Saam Mauravi MU
S€ction 84(3) was not to €cape

rom all sides)-

[At this time sever:
i i,t wai‘ir_-:o ;;)EIEKER . OF course it is 4. But I want to finish
thig I};*I_iﬁ HFN }:{Iéf': to-day. It isan important point of ordeF, and 1 shall

nt of or morrow. So, I require sufficient time for et

ave to give my ruling to-I . . -
think thg hon. ¥ncmbcrs will excuse me if I ask them to sit a ljttle s

to-day' 7

DUR RAHMAN : May I know, Sir, whether we shal

be a]?g&ggﬂg sﬁik on the merits of the question raised. A

Tur Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : So far as relevant to the point of
order rajsed,

KER: How His Excellency did it ? What

: 2
making the adaptations ¢ : )
IDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir,

the notice of His Excellency (Loud laughter

I hon. members invited the attention of the Hon’ble
vera ;
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Tue Hon’Bre MaurLavi Sarvip Skt MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have lisetned very carefully to the diflerent arguments
that have been advanced in support of the point of order, and from the
speeches of the hon. members, who have spoken on the subject, I find,
Sir, three different points have been raised in the discussion.

The first point is that section 81 does not contemplate a demand of
the nature that has been presented before this House. 'The sccond point
is that rule 93, sub-rule (2) of the rules, which we have adopted to guide
our procedure so long, this House does not [rame its own rules, is ultra vires
and thirdly that this is an attempt on the part of the Executive to flout the
opinion of the Legislature. :

Sir, as regards_the first point, my submission is that the present
supplementary statement of expenditure does come within the purview of
section 81. The section runs thus: ¢If in respect of any financial year
further expenditure from the reveaues of the Province becomes necessary
over and above the expenditure therctofore authorised for that year, the
Governor shall cause to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers a
supplementary statement showing the estimated amount of that expendi-
ture, etc. etc........."". My submission before the House is that a further
expenditure from the revenues of the Province has become necessary over
and above the expenditure that was authenticated by His Excellency the
Governor on the 1st of September. Sir, some of the hon. members who
have participated in this discussion, have admitted that members in
services have to be given notice before termination of their services on
account of the vote of this House, and, as I have pointed out, under
Civil Service Regulations Article 436, at least three months’ noti(’:c is to
be given. In this case, Sir, Government have given them four months’
notice in place of three months.

Taz Hox’BrE Tde SPEAKER : For what purpose ?

Tuas Hox'sLe Mauvravi Saiyip  SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Because I wanted to come before the House to get this supplementary
grant. The House was not sitting in November, and therefore, I had to
come in December.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: They might have been  dis-
charged on the 30th of November, all the same.

Tuae Hon’sLe MavurLavi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I do not know whether I should reply to the Hon’ble Speaker or to thé
hon. member, I suppose, when you as elected Chairman of this House are
putting a question, any other hon. member should not intervene before the
reply from the Government COMES. !

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER :  Certainly.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, the purpose pf Government in giving four months’ notice was il:l
my opinion, to uphold the dignity and prestige of this House (hear lze;zr)
Sir, I was astounded to hear from my learned friend the T 2ader 011 th-
Opposition suggesting to Government that they should have d g
the spacial powers of His Excellency the Governor under sect; 52a opte

Sryyjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: On a point of personal c,(f)iana-
tion, Sir. I did not say that. What I said was that the IJmi ht hawl:) been
discharged by Government under section 52(c i¥ thgérc was any
statutory obligation to pay. But I did not say that we had that obligation.

Tue Hox’sLE Mauravi Savip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Very well Sir. It was open to the Exccutive or Minisiry to gIVe three
months’ notice to these people and  then ask His Excellency that he
should esercise his special power under section 52(¢) of the Government
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of Inlia Actand t> give tham emoluments or salary whatever that may be,
Instead of doing that Sir, I advised His Excellency the Governor to take
the regular and more responsible course of coming before the House and
getting the funds necessary for the mainteriance of the establishment of the
Commissioners for four months after their voting. < 2
Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point  of information, Sir.
Did not the Hon’ble Chief Minister consider it necessary to advise H}s
Excellency the Governor to authorise him to put forward asqpplemcntal:iy
demand before the authentication of the schedule of cxpenditure accord-
Ing to Rule 16? &
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Exactly so. 7
Thne Hon’BLe MAuLAvr S;mm)J SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, the authentication wason the Ist of September a.ngl the notices to
these people were also given from that date. We thought it more prudent
that public money would be better utilised if the services of the c_stabhs_h-
meats are obtained for the period for which they have to be paid. Sir,
if I adopted this course mainly with the purpose of getting the full value
for the moncy that was going to be paid to them (hear, hear). 3
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What about the travelling

allowances and contingencies ?

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravr Sawvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
‘There was no travelling allowance.

. Banu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, it seems to me that the Hon’ble
Chief Minister has misunderstood me. The Hon’ble Chief Minister
was saying that he was reluctant to advise His Excellency the Governor
to certify this expenditure and what I said was that “did he not consider
it his duty to advise His Excellency to give him sanction to bring forward a
supplementary demand under rule 16 before the expenditure was authens=
ticated ?”

Tue Hon'BLe  Mauravr Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We were at that time dealing with the budget itself and we were pre-occu-
pied with the session of the House in voting demands (laughter). After all
the Ministers are not machines. They are all human beings and they had to
sit in this House from 11 o’clock to 5 pm. We were very busy with the
work before the Assembly and there was absolutely no time to go into the

matter and advise His Excellency in the way that has been suggested by
my hon. {riend.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Ona point of information,
Sir. Just now the Hon’ble Chief Minister has said that there are
no travelling allowances or contingency charges. May I read some of the
explanatory notes submitted by the Hon’ble Chief Minister ? :

Tue Hon’sLe Te SPEAKER : There is of course contingency

rges.
cha gTHE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, there is allowance.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : There are also contingency
charges.

Tue HON’BLE Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Contingency charge there must be. They have got to work and they muss
be supplied with papers and pencils, etc. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : This money could have been
saved but instead of that some more good money have been spent, Sir,
that is not good management in this particular case at least,

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER: The Hon’hle Chief Minister should
be allowed (o go on uninterrupted,
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> Tur Hon'BLE MAULAVI SAtviD SIR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Sir, in my opinion, this expenditure from the revenue of the province .

has become necessary over and above the expenditure which has been
already authenticated by His Excellency the Governor. Therefore it comes
within the purview of that section. We are fortified in this attitude by the
presence of Rule 93, sub-rule 2 which has already been discussed by the pre=
vious Speaker.

 Now my contention is that apart from the ruling which has been given
by the Government of India, when section 84 of the Government of India

Actis to be followed, we arc bound by this provision and so long as this’

House in the exercise of the right that has been given to them, do not
{rame a separate set of rules, we are to follow the procedure that has been
laid down here and the present suplementary demand surely comes within
the purview of that rule. Sir, one astounding propositionm—ruthcr I should
say, a proj osition of startling nature has been advanced by my hon. friend
the Leader of tl'fc Opposition Mr, Bardoloi, that we have added insult to
injury by incurring an expenditure for which this House has not voted any
supplementary d_emand. If we are to push this proposition to the extreme,
we s_hall be landing ourselves into very great and unforeseen difficulty.
~ Sir, generally there is no provision in our budget for famine relief. But’
as soon us we get the_ncws that a particular district or a particular arca in
the province 18 suﬁ:'ermg f'.rom famine or has been visited by sudden flood
which pccesﬂtat.& 1m_med1atc: expenditure, we certainly incur some expen-
diture in *Ehat d1rcct_10n. Now if we are to hold that Government cngnot.
spcnd a single farthing without the sanction of the House then you w;ll be
tying the hands of the Ministry—whether this Ministry or a‘lxxa Ministry
that may be in field, to render any relief. g L
SRIJUT'GOPINATH BARDOLOI: On a point of personal explanation
Gir. I did never say that. I admit that something may come in bctwccnx
But that must be unforescen. What 1 said is that there is no right in thc;
Ministry to pgt ang:y ;ﬂ};{)ﬁzm&ﬂtaryfdﬂgand over a relused demand. The
tion urged wa T the refuse 1 i
E&;;}emcnﬁlry e demand can be included in the

Tue HoNBLE MAULAVI Saryip S;ir MUHA

Originally the grant was for the whole year and itN\{Z[sAE:fuiﬁA&EIf#} :
the Civil Se}’wcc chulatlops, notice had te be given to these peopl accr
+hus the unforeseen expenditure whether for 3 months or 4 monlths lh(':td b
e sncurred. I llstcn?d to the speech of my hon. {riend with the att;n‘i =
which he deserved being the leader of a big party and a disciplined atr;)\l'l
He used the words twice that this supplementary demand was nothing I?ut ’m
insult to the House, I have already replied to that that it was far from our
intention to flout the opinion expressed by their vote, and I would conclude

by quoting the words of George Bern::trd Shaw, which I read some vear
o replying to one who took exception to something which 1} fres
«Hoots, toots mon, why take offence when none is meant”, gk
Banu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: On ap
Fas this statement of expenditure been 1

Tue HON'BLE THE SPEAKER :
u.cstiou, Can thc }IOH’bIC Ghlcf Mi
oy the st of January 1938, the offic

-exist ?

gj;m How’BLE Mautavi  Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Yes, Ol a _ 0 L

& a point of information, Sir
aid before the Upper House also i
I_am going to ask the Chief Minister a
nister give the House an assurance that
es of the Commissioners will cease 1o

o
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TUE Ho&’BLE THE SPEAKER : What was the recommendation of the
Government to the Secretary of State ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAvI SArviD Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
recommendation of the Government was th

; at the post of the Commissioner
of the Surma Valley should be abolished.

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Then it will be necessary to come up
again for a demand for the office of the Commissioner of the Assam Valley ?
THE HoN'BLE MAauLAvI Saivip S;Ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Not necessarily. '

In this connection 1 may explain that the retention of the
- Commissionership

of one Valley has no reference to the rentention of the
establishment. The establishment is separate. ,

Tne HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER: I want to know exactly what the
reccommendation to the Secrctary of State was.

Tne Hon'sLE Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Our recommendation to the Secretary of State was that there was no
necessity for one Commissioner, i.e., the Commissioner of the Surma Valley.
As 1 have already pointed out there are certain legislative difficulties for
which one of the Commissioners will have (o be kept on for some time.

THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER :

But will it not be necessary to come
up with another demand for the period from the st of January 1938 ?
THE HoN’BLE MaurLavi Savio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As the House has already refused the supply, we will not come up with any
further demand for the establishment during the current year. '
THE How'BLe tne SPEAKRER: If the post of the Commissioner of
the Assam Valley is retained, will it not be necess

ary to come up for a
supplementary grant {rom the 1st of January 1938 ?

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Saivip Sir MUHAM MAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir, except for onc or two clerks,

Tue HoN’eLe THE SPEAKER: Is the Hon’ble Minister sure P

Tue  Hon’sLE Mauravi Savip Sik MUEAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am sure because he may be transferred to Shillong and he will be attached
to the Sccretariat. So far as this present matter is concerned, we have asked
the House to only sanction the cost of this cstablishment up to the 31st of
December 1937, ]

Tue HoN’BILE THE SPEAKER : But the House ¢

, ! E annot be sure that
there will be no further supplementary demand,

Tne How'sLe Mauravi  Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
When another supplementary demand  is made, the House will know how
to deal with that demand.

Tne How’ere tne SPEAKER : If the Secretary of State refuses to
sanction the abolition of the posts of Commissioners ? :

Tone Honnre Mavuravr Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Then the Commissioners A%

ill remain, but the Government is bound ‘te
Tollow the mandate of the House as re

BLE THE SPR gards the establishment,
Y E n oy
 further demand AKER : Th

o en there will be no necessity for a

s HON‘n(rﬁ:Lhe balance of the grant ? :

- AULAVY SAIng Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
TaE HoN’BLE TR SPEAKER -

i, Supposin Secony
mended the abolition of the postoong PPosing Government h as recom

Commission S viof
; s : : er tary o
State does not sanction it and says that both I and -the Secretary
retained, will it not be necessary ‘to com ;

e Commissioners should ~be
oL 1 e for
Will the Commissioners go without

a supplcmcnfary ‘demand ?
the establishment £
Tue HonN'BLE MAULAVI Sawvmp §

: IR MU MA: i LA
Yes, that is the verdict of the House, HAMMAD SAADULLA



2318

Tuae Hox'nLe THE SPEAKER: Then am I to accest the assurance
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister that even if the Secrctary of State doe; nat
sanction the abolition of the post of the Commissioner as has been recom-
mended by Government, that the two Commissioners will go on func-
tioning without establishment ?

Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI SAIVID S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
1f the House does not sanction the expenditure they will have to.  If t!;egc.
two posts remain, it may be, that we may come up for one or two.clerks

Tue HowsLe THE SPEAKER: But if Government comes .
later Tf'or the restoration of the balance of the grant ¥ 233

uE HonN'BLE MAULAVI SAIYID Sir MUHAMMAD ¢ .
Then the House will know how to deal with that, but if you E.:f;ASIStD};Ai.
inadmissible then there is an end of it. :

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER: But the Fouse must be surc that
there will be no further demand.

. Tae HoN'BLE MauLavi SArviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULIA:
That will come more under the category ol impropricty of the damwmd. I
think the House can trust me to see that the diginity of the Houseis noc
flouted. Beyond this I cannot go at this stage.

Tue Hox’sLE THE SPEAKER : Would it not have bzea batter to wait
till the decision of the Secretary of State have been obtained ?

Tur Hon'BLE MAULAVI SAIviD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
We have done our best. I1f we waited till the reply of Secretary of State camc.
we will be charged with trampling the vote of House with greater _ju!.tiﬁc.l-’

tion.
Tue HoN'BLE THE GPEAKER: Thereis yet time up to the 31t of

March. ;
MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Tue HoN'BLE {
I tried my best to get the Secretary of State’s decision before the session, and

we have not got it yet. We wired on the lst of December, and in reply to
that, the Foreign Department of Government of India replied that owing to
important general questions arising out of the proposal it would be impossi-
ble to get the views of the Secretary of State by the 8th instant and they
suggested that the Legislature be invited to restore the cut. That 1is the
reply which I got but [ am sticking to my original proposal.

T HonBLe Tue SPEAKER : Then cverything rest with the Secretary
of State. The Secretary of State is pulling you one way and the House is
pulling you the other way. The question of adjustment will arise afterwards,

BABU RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Scction 81 clearly provides that
a statemer:t of the expenditure should be placed before both the Houses,

I been done ?
Has 18t 2 Savip S:e MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;

Tie JHONBLE MAULAVI ‘
1t is not necessary that this should be done simultaneously. It could be

done afterwards.
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: After the vote has given on this

question ?
Tue HON'BLE MAULAVI SAIYID S;r  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Yes, Sir, that has been the procedure.before.
SRIJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Do Government dcﬁnitc]y

agsure us that there will be no office of the Commissioner after the 3lst

December ?
Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
d takes up till

T have already stated that our present supplementary Jonian
the 31st December,
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Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: If1 real the section correctly, it
requires that the statement of expenditure should be placed before both the
Houses before voting takes place.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKLER: The other day the hon. member Mr.
Hockenhull drew my attention to one fact, viz., the inconvenience caused by
draught coming in through the door behind the members of the European
group I tried my best to have a screen put up. I madea reference to the
Public Works Department and the Executive Engineer came and inspected
the place with a view to see whether the curtain might be put up. But it
was found that an elaborate arrangement would be nccessary and having
regard to the structure without an claborate arrangement a screen could not
be put up. Even then it will be a thick screen and brackets and brass bars
would be necessary. So it was found that it would not be possible for me to
provide the comfort, which the hon. member Mr. Hockenhull drew my
attention to. The position, therefore, is that, the screen could not be put
having regard to the position of the door and also other things.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Isit that it can never be done
or it could not be done this session only ?

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: I hope, Sir,
avoid d in future by not mecting in this December.

(The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m., on Saturday, the 18th
Deccember 1937.)

the necessity will be
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